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SPAT!AL ASPECTS ON THE INTERACTION BETWEEN . :
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND URBANIZATION 1N GHANA

by G. Beckmun*

The object of this research project, in progress since Jarwary. -
1967, is to contribute material towards the understanding of the potenti=
almes of mnufacturmg industry as an instrument for regional sconomic
‘balancing policies. The problem of the relationship between the spatial
development of industry and the distribution of population, employment
and services, as expressed in the pattem of utbanization, is here appro-
ached frem two main angles in o serles of studies,

A. One part of the project thus treats such aspects nf the spaticl

distribution and structure of manufacturing industry which concem its

tendency towards agglomeration and concentration and explain its

‘focalization in relation to the pattern of urbanization. Under this theme
. fali the following studies: :

1. A study, based on official statisticol material, of regional .
distribution and pattem ond degres of urbcmizahon of indus=
trial establishments and employment, where the aim is
a) the description of the locational patters of the various
industry groups (partly by maps to be contributed'to the
National Atlas Project),ond b) the anclysis of the relation
of these pattems to such variobles of the cost structure of
the industries which are assumed to be of locational

importance ,**

2, Srudies, based on interviews with the manogements of indus~
trial establishments, conceming their pattems of contact -

*  Pr. G. Beckman is a Research Feliow in the Department of Human
Geography, University of Stockholm, Sweden..

**  This study is to be completed by the beginning of the next academic -
year., '
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with regard to row materials, markets, labour and services

for information conceming o) degree and pattem of regional
orientation and b) degree of horizontal and vertical integro-
tion with other establishments at the pount and immediate
region of location.

One series of such interviews was carried out in August and September
1967 covering establishments with more than ten persons engaged in the East-
ern Region recorded in the Census of Industries 1942 and which were still
of this size. Another series is planned for July ond August 1968 covering
industries in Accra, where particular emphasis is laid on questions conceming
the role of ‘agglomeration economies’ as o factor of concentration of industry
Jin Accra,

3. A study of regional variations in production costs of [ocationol
importance for industries (i.e. labsur, land, taxes and services),
mainly for comparimn of Ai:’drﬁ'wﬂh other parts of the country.

8. As opposed to the first part of the project, which treots the distrtbufion
of industry in relation to towns and the attraction of towns to or for industry,
the second part of the propct is concemed with the relative importance of
manufacturing industry as a 'city forming® industry and the effect of industrial
development on development of towns, Under this theme fal! the following
studies:

1. A study, based on official statistics, of the relative importonce
of manufacturing industry in the economic structure of towns.

2. Studies in the field of the effect of the establishment of o large
. industry on the population, employment and service development

of its locality of location and its immediate region. This study
is planned to include o) interviews with the employees of o
large newlywestablished firm in o small town for information
concerning the direct employment and population effect of that
industry, and, b) a study of other manufacturing and service
esfubllshmenfs in the town of location for information on the
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indirect employment and service effect. It is hoped that

o few different towns moy be covered for comparisons.
Fieldwork for this second part of the project is plonned for
the first part of 1969,

The project is financed by a fellowship from the Faculty of Social -
Sciences of the University of Stockholm, Sweden, and by grants from the
Scandinavian Institute of African Studies.



