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URBnN/RURAL UIBRINGING 45 A CORRELATE OF YORUBA
CRILDREN'S PERCEPTICN OF FiMIL¥ POYER STRUCTURE

Dr. Michnel Olaseboye Olnsehinde™

Considerable research evidence abounds to show that the\wgy
a child pereceivos his family's power structure correluted ferfw
highiy with his personal characteristics. ﬁmqng such cogrelates
afe age, éex, religious affiliation (Hess and Torney,. 1962; Kagan,
1956; King, 1969; Goldin, 1969), secial class (Bronfenbrenner, _
1961} Blood and Wolfe, 1960;-Strodtbeck; 1958; Bowerman and Elder,
195LL) and birth order (Cushna, 1966; Hilton, 1967, Kandel and:
Lesser, 1966; Lasko, 1954, Clausen,_1966 and Sutton=Smith, 1968 ).
However, in a review of studles on the correlates of children's
perceptions of -family. power structure, Olaseﬁlnde (1973ﬁ found that
the effect of locale of upbringing on such perceptions wabs never
studied. Since research shows that certain idiosyneratic elementa’
noke for uarked‘différences in children's perceptions, it vas
.hypothesized,‘for,the purposes of this study, that Yoruba children's
locale of upbringing would be a function of their perceptions'of

familialzpower structure.

The import of this study's problem derives from a number of
socio‘psycholdgical_propositions. First, since rural settings are
repository of traditionalism, rural children would report preponderant
instances of traditional patriarchal family power structure. Ahs
against rural/urban children would report more instances of emergent
familylpower structures because of greater exposure to forges of ‘
socialbéhangéi Secondly, on a psychological level, o child's report
of hls family's power structure an this b351s of his locale of
upbrlnging will have 1mpllcatlons for the klnds of parental 1dentif1ca
tion he makes, the klnd of personallty he develops,.the type of attitude
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He has toards HutHdrity Fiiured ootsids bis: fumidvgthe kinds
of cﬁltﬁral ?alﬁes'tﬁat'arﬂ'transmitted'té;him and the rolc.atéﬂ@&
he wlll play in later 1ifhe

- IX vqulu seem necessarv to clarlfy the phrase, tanily nower,

in the context of tﬁlu study- It 10 equatpu dlth each €andly
megher's decmlon"maklnr power in four area»,o; famliy activities
as used by lerbst (1952} in his Melbourne Study ang;by K135 {1969
in his ﬁlorlda Btvdy- ﬁ'ﬂily powar, hécoordinf'tO'Safilios;ﬁothéchild
_ (1970 is recarded a3 4 multidinensional concont which remsins multi~

' facetad EVQn when: cquated with decl,lon“naklpu.,_Thus, the.four arcas
of fan1 1y actlvltzes ‘covéred by thls study's,lnstrununt wcrg child~

)ehr*ng, houoehold ‘economiéant socials

“Hee t hicdr

Subjects |

) By a random sampl:ng nrocedure an 31xth adérQ‘Uf Vdrub5;
parentage '1n the Western State of Nig eria, EOﬁ urban and 2895 rural

ildren in the State's school systen Were uc1ected g s ljucts of th

this studys "All told, tnere were 990 s:i.xt"1 ﬂrad ere unon adh%bw£;§e
lived in either an urban or rural locale since treir nlrtb up qntll
the time of this studve The urban and rural delimitations were based

on the Nirerian national census of 1963

The method of data patherin; wac a self~report questionnaire .
comprising eight items, two of which covercd each of éhildrearing,
household, economic and social family activitiese Where applicable
to the Yoruba social and cultural backsrounds, the ideas in
ﬁerbst's and King's questionnaire items were drﬁwn upong other
wise relevant items were constructed by tho authore However, the
resulting instrument was;différent from any other thak ~had been'used

in any previous power studiess The najor point of difference was that
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instend of asking who decides and expecting responses such as father,
mother or both together, the instrument's items asked how much power
a particular family mewber has in decision=making process. The
resronses vere of the Likert=typc thus: quite a lot, small, little
or none weighted 2, 3, 2, 1 respectively. A sample item covering

a household activity was: How much power does each of the folloving,
father, mother, father and mother together, or yourself have in
deciding what work you should do around the house? A Yoruba version
of the instrument yielded a reliability coeificient of .84 when
tested for relinbility by o split*half odd=ever tochnigues

Procedure

Data for this study were obtained by administering the question~
naire on the sample by the author, himself a Yoruba, who was involved
in the back translation of the inctrument. The Administration of the
questionnaire was done during one lesson period in eadh of the
participating schools. The total power score for each family momber
or for father and mother topcther was the summation of the hirhest

scores assignod by each resvondent over the eight power items,

Results

An analysis of the rosults revealed a typology of power
patterns thus: father=dominance, mother dominmice, equdliterrianism
and childdominancee« These power patterhs served ns dependent varinbles
while urban and rural locales were the independent variables. A
chi=squore test of corrclation between tho two sets of varinbles

was computed as reported in Tnble .
Table 1

Chi-sgquare betwcen urban/rurz) upbringing
and fanily power patterns

Number Urban “Rural
Power Potterns responding children children
Father=dominance eon 268 236
Mother=~dominance 202 131 ° 71
Bqualiterrianism 118 69 ng
Child=dominance 721. 38 z3

X° = 29456 af =3 p < .001
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Dscussion®

Contrary to the traﬂitiénal belief that the Yoruba family
is typified by pzuriarcny, the results of this study show that
there are at least four possible power patterns, to wit: father—
dominance, . mether~dominmnce, egualiterrianism ond child—dominance.
For the entire sample and for each sub-sample, father—dominance
was reported most oftens However, the hypothesis that morce rural
children would report father—dominance than urban children did was
supported. Conversely, more urban children reperted mother=dominance,
sgualiterianiem and child—dominance than the rural children did.
Thus, the results show that urban/rural upbringing is a strong

correlate of childrents porceived family power patterns.

-Th@~dif£@rencesﬂin.thé.éhildren‘s_?eports:may be explained by
the differéntiél exposure of their raspeéﬁiveilocales of wpbringing
to the forces of soécinl chanpes It would seem justifiable to. say. .
that the functional forces of scelal change explained by Lloyd
(1969) may have led to the collapse of hierarchical ranking,
patrinrchal dominarce and the correlation of power with agey
seniority and masculinity- Hore families sre ewposed to indus~
trinlization, Westernization, foreign contacts and mass medin than
rural families ave. Educated parents, more of whom are located in
wrbmm areas, sSeen o..20u5 to roverze the auwthoritariam role so
common in the traditional rural socicty. It is however clear from
the results that hoth locnlos were affected by thesc factors, as
both urban and rural children reported identical rower patterns.
What is ivolved is the question of extent. One NMay however not
expact a complete switch-over from the traditional to the emérgent
structure hecause of the Yoruba accullturative proecess. This process
seens selective and adaptive rather than substitutive' (Horskovits

and Bascom, 1959 ).
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Apaing it would scem reusonshle to goy thot women and

T

children in both  lecaleos enioy consldor:

omarcipation

as evidenced by instances of methor~dominance, equalitarianism

and child—dominances. Hothere are now bread-winners and have
unrestrained access to edncation. It would scem interesting to
find out whether Yoruha women's nower baze can he interpreted in
terms of Blood and Yolfe's (1960) resource thaorye In the same
vein, children in both locales can now bo heard as well as belng
see¢ne Whethoer this is due to parceninl permissiveness is n moct
question. It is however clear that, in both locales, paternal
suthority bas declined (cf. Hogey, 1957 ) and that women are
succeeding in their strusple for marital powsr {(efs Gillespie,
1971) is to the power patierns themselves, their pessible eiffects
on the sarplets sccial and personality uUVulojm nt would secem to
call for wrgent investigation as Bromfembrenner (1961), Dager (196a)

and Strauss (1962) have donc with dmerican children.
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