"S FL RBFLLCLIONS O RESTUDYING THE WCHUMURU OF KRACHI
DISTRICTY

By
Dr, D, Paul Iunsden*

Lfter n ten years! cbsence fron their area, T have just completed
o follow=up stuly of Stress an’ 3Sceial Change anonsgst the Hehurmuru
poeople of Krachi District, in the Volta Region - o study with a special
focus on assessing the lona-tern cdnsequences of the Volita River Projoct
in that area.  In this brief article, I should like to share with the
reader some comments and reflections on the personsl impact I ezxperienced
fram engazing in such & restudy, and from doing so after such a long
period of time. . The restudy was carrvied out from the beginning of
February to the middle of July, 1979, and, since most 6f the Following
wag written before T left Ghanz, obviously there has nof vet been time
for the analysis and proper digestion of the wmass of data which has
been collected, Thus, T am concerned here with reporting on sone
persoﬁal reflections and feelings, not with presenting a detailed, pro-
fessionél, lesg-subjective and structural analysis - the latter, book-
length presentation will follow in due course, The following is
intended as a small contribution to the welcome, recent trend within
Social Anthropology, whereby fieldworkers now do publish revelations
about the art and artfulness by which their "hard" data and analyses
have been generated; appropriate discretion prevails on a few points,

for now,

For many years, T have been concerned with that sub-fieid of Sécial
inthropelogy knmown as "Psychiatric ﬁnthr0pology", with research and
theory about Psycho-Social Stresg in partlcular. i.€., W1th how indivi-
duals and groups perceive, define, and cope with eﬂdogenous and exogenous
stregsors - "demands for adaptation” which tax the coping resources of
physiological, psﬁchological and social systems., I have argued that it

is necessary for social scientists to understand "Stress" in ovder %o

*(o~ordinator of African Studies, York University, Canada,
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bettar understand processes and outccmes of systematic change, and in
order to develop an adeq_uate theory of soc:Lal change; a detailed
presentation of gy own Stress model is given elgewhere (Lumsden, 19754).
The empiricesl case-study of stress and change that I have been cormected
with since 1967 is that provided by Chana's Volta Resettlement Project;
in order to properly assess the camplex impact &nd reverberations of
this Project, my longitudinal study has been focussed on the history,
ethnogrephy end coping responses of one particular ethunic group, the
Nehumiru or N'Chmb 1 ., Part of this ethnic group has been faced with
‘the necessity to cope, both in the short- snd in the long-term, with
such Volta Project "demends for adaptation" as: (a) forced~ or self-
resettlement; (b) the formation of a large lake nearby; (c) new types
of housing; (@) new neighbour5,and an "increase in social scale";

{e) 1oss of farmlaﬁd, ag well as other economic and adminigtrative
constraints, and (f) a poorly conceived and executed coupensation
PrOgramme .

The historical background cii the "base-line" othnogrephic data
for this study are presented in my 1974 Cambridge Fh.D. thesis (Inwnaden,
1974; see also 1973, 1975B) - a thesis which mst be revised and expanded
in the light of later :|.nformat:|.on; clearly, such a study hag a buili=-in
need for the carrying-out of several res,tﬁdies, at set intérvals {say,
every 5 or 10 yea.ral)l_o-vei"' time - as Colson and Scudder have done for the
Kariba Dem Préject in '_ngbia.. Befofe outlining the ﬁerso_nal impact of
the 1979 'I;GStud;y, it is.necessary first to provide the reader with a
sketch - a very :i.neoniplete one — ¢of Nchumurt history and social arganiga-
tion.

I - Coments on Nohumury History end Evhnicity:
'I!he Nchumuru are a small Guan—speaking ethnic group whose ‘menbers

tod.ay are largely located on the:.r 1ands in ne:.ghbouring parts of three
of Ghana's Regions* i.e.4 in Krach:L District in the Volta.Region, in
Eastern Gonaa Distrlc'l: of the Northern Region, and in the Ye ji-Atebubu-
Kwane Da.nso—Bassa tr:.angle of the Brong-Ahafo Region; in addition, small
but orgenized clusters of ma.gra.nt Nchumuru work in such urban centres ss
Accra and Tamele, Most Nohumuru are yaen farmers end petty-traders, with
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rescurce for the achicvement of situational, tachtical or strategical
advantage or adaptation, The Nchumuru of today "know" who they are
and who they are not, kmow which villages are theirs and which {eviey
Prang, Nionya—Ntshumuru) are not -~ there is an ethnic boundary,.a gseni-

permeablc one and one with its own history.

Along; with their “Guan' past, Nchuwwuori history and social organiza-
tion reflect close ties with the history of such peoples as the Gonjas,
the Bassa, and, not least, the Dwaben Asante (see Lumsden, 1974;
chapter 3}, In addition to local migrations, conflicts (e.g., hsente
conquest, Gonja attack) and other imyvdwethnic "bargaining" situations,
present-day Nehumuru social organization also reflects the Colonial
-period's impact; after all, a significant part of Nchumuru territory is
located tetween what bhecame two market-places of najor cacern to rival
Colonial powers, the famous markets of Salaga and Kcte, British‘and
German administrative decisions, the post-Colonial 3Statels retention
and modification of District boundaries, and, of course, the creative
coping responses of the Nchumuru menbership to a hest of such
historical stresses, are among the factors which have produced present-—
day NWchurmaru "ethniecity", and their fascinsting socia; organizafion -

which I will now outline,

IT ~ How the Nchumurn are Orizanized:

(1) Political Hierarchy, and Patrilincal Descent: = This matter is
dealt with from the top on down, '

(1a) As a result of historical and adninistrative vicissitudes,
there are three separate Paramount Chiefs who are recognized and
functioning for the present-day Nchunmru ethnic group ~ one in each of
the three Regions mentioned., These Chiefs are:

(1) the NangyuroWura, located at the small and undistinguished
village of Nangyuro in the Worthern Region; an important symbol and a
court—of—appeai for Krachi District (V.R.) Nchumuru, he has the fullest
lepal rights with respect to the Kastern Gonja District (N.R.) ones;
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(i1} the BegyansoWura, associated with the town of Regyanso
but now often residing at the more zccsssible market town of Chinderi,
is Paranount for the Krachi District.Nchumuru, His ”Divisioﬁal Chiefsg”
are located at the towns of Banda-Bunwuesc, Papatia, Borae No,2, =nd
ikanien. - that Begyanso's head was a "Chief" {as compared to Akanien's
being but 2 "village headman®) was noted by Captain Lonsdale in his
well-known 1882 report. 4 legal, traditionsl "State Council" does nof

yet exist for these Nchumuru,

{iii) the CherepoHene cr CherepoWura, the Parapount for the
Cherepo people in Brong-Ahafo Region, who claim themselves to be, and _
are recognized by the others as being, Nchumuru, I was not_sufficiently
aware of their existence when 1 cane to write ny Thesis, This chief now
is located in a fine "palace" in the Yeji Resettlenent town.

(1D} The whole ethnic group i€ structured into seven Nsur (Kagur ,
sing.) or phratries; in alphabetical order these are: Banda, Begyamso,
Chachiae, Ch nki, Kp nt nae, Su wae, and Cherepo's Aduana. Each phratry
has its own spscial ﬁame, a male Chief {Su wae currently has two, one
in both the V,R. and N.R.), and nared StOOI'(whose nane nost nemberas do
not ¥now); each consists not of clans, but.of a nunbher of related or
allegedly-related villages, each of these having its owm male head and
protective deity. Of course, villages aie important units of pelitical

and social, action; but, they are not nonclithic units.

(1c) The "essential core" of each village consists of one or more - -
patrieclans (Mbuno}, each with its special nane, its nale hesd, its own
residential area, its "secrets" and properties {land, streams, etc.).
Inheritance, by honogeneous transmission (male to next oldest male,
fenale to femsls), occurs within the Kabuno, and can over-ride (and so
helps to obviate) any patrilineal sub-unit or lineage that may fom or
may begin to become galient within the Kabuno., It is important %o note
that the Kabuno is not an exoganmous unit, Along with one's village
identification, one's Xabuno is the single most galient, talked about
and onmipresent social unit. By a series of structural mechanisms (such
as: the use of a Hawaiian type "kinship" terminology, in most cases,

each Ksbuno's possession of but one Ancestors' Shrine, etc.), the



7o,

fishing, condinent-growing, beer-naking, goat—, sheep- and plg-rearirnz,
ete,, as obther sources of incorma; they toc suffer from Ghana's poor

econonic condition.

The available archaeological evidence shows that a group of the
Hehumuru have lived in thé‘BGQYamsb area of Krachi District for scone
300 or 400 years {thus being there before the "Kraéhi Lartehs"
arrived); before that time, this group's anceétors {and perhaps =%
the same tine, or somcﬁhat'later, the ancestore of the Cherepo-
Wehumuru, and others) lived in the Brong=-ahafe "triangle" noted above,
an area still in use today as part of the Nehumury "hegrtland", OF
course, the "ultimate origins of the Fchumuru are tisd up with the
origins of the Guan-speaking pecples as a'whole.u a matter of some
-controversy. The Nchumuru themséives exhibit 2 diversity of opinion
on their "ultimate" origins: the Cherepo and sone of the other Nchunuru
speak of the Larteh ares as beingy their source; others point to "Banda
Yala" in western Ghana, or to Ancient Ghans; still others have created
a uigration story to reconcile all the preceding yersions in one con-
venient account; some elders just do not know of an "ualtimate" origin,
or espouse an auto.ochthencus; Yout-of-the-ground" origin.near where

they now live.

Such respoﬁses to scholarly concern about "migrations" nmust not
be aliowed to obscure a very importont point, and that is the fact that
some evidence exists to prove that the Nehwmurw have spent an iupres-
sively long time period in Krachi District and the Brong-hhafo
"triangle" - there have been several centuries of in situ developnent,
dnother group left this "iriangle'. and spent over 150 years in Dahomey,
before returning. Furthernore, 1t must be clearly understcod that
“ethnic identity" is itself & historical and changing phenomenbn; for
no ethnic group anywhere should we expect to find all its present
members sterming from only ohne (biological, geographical, cultural)
origin in actuality; in addition, we already understand that “oral
traditi ons" are not "objective" records of movenents, chronclogies cor
land elaims, but rather are political decuments for use in contenporary

disputes. "thnicity“ {like "kinship" ie a bargaining chip, one coping
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K busi  or Kokob relationships; i.e., one's "relatives", one's cog-

natic "family", These are ties clearly and regularly expressed by the.
circulation of Wchumuru between different villages in order to attend
appropriate funerals; the conmon saying, "we perform funerals together”,
articulates one of the dominant sentiments and structural ties binding
particular individuals, Mbuno, and villages together. But the claim
that two or more actors (individuals or groups) belong to the same, or

sre of, “ome family" {"K busi k nko") can be used even more encom-

passingly, when "actual' cognatie ties are forgotten, not known, or
perhaps never "really" existed, in order to emirace any useful or
potentially useful Nchumuru: +this rescurceful usage is aassisted by
the presence of the folk beiief that all Nchumuru are "related"
together somehow, The Cherepo elders, for example, speak of their
whole group as being K busi  k nko with respect to all the other

Nchumuru., The use of a Hawalian "kinship" terminology further allows

Nehumuru to over-ride, ignore or create useful "actual" ties; e.g., a
man may call even a non-Nchumuru man, of appropriate age level, his
Ysenior" or "junior"brother', And, with some circumspection, one can
also embark upon a "friendship" relstionship. Thus, there aré a number
of options, tacties, and humen resources available for one's coping with

everyday life; ‘“kinship" imputation is one resource and technique,

II1 - How the Nehumuru were 3tudied:

4 few background remarks on the research degign of both the
196869 and the 1979 studies are in order; both form part of an

exercise in experimental anthropology.

In 1968—69, eighteen montha' research was spent on examining
Hehumuru social organization in all of Krachi District, and on inten-
sively researching life in one Volta Resettlement (VRA) town (Wew
Grube, containing members of five fomerly separate villages),
together with a conmparative analysis of l1ife in three other, nearby
villages {ikaniem, Papatia, Kradente), These four main research sites
at that time analytically could be arranged along a "continuum of dis-
ruption®, from those most affected by the Volta Project {IMew Grube) to



Bl

Hehumuru have devalued and de—emphasized the formation, existence and’
utility of patrilineages within the patriclan: the clan is more galient
than the linage, The Kabuno is buttressed by virilocal residence:
"regidence" and "descent" principles must o together in discussing and
understanding the nature of the Nchumuru clam. fThe (male) ancestry of
sonie present-day Habuno members, and even of sone lNbuno thenselves, is
rot Ypure" in its "ethnicity" cr "entitlement™ - and s sinilar sort of
permeability and "impurity" probably is ftrue of all the "clan® sySteﬁs [”'
in the anthropologicel record, Nor should it be assuned that Kgbuno-
nates are immune to jealousy, envy, sPite,.laziness, disrespect, or lack
of willing co-operation, in their dealings with menbers of their descent

STOUD.

Howeﬁer, for lack of space, I cannot discuss the complexities of
the Kabuno further, nor can I devote attention to the “houschold" (see
Lunsden, 1975B). Other, "political® matters must be dealt with elsewhere
too: e.g., the nature, role, and large number of Nchumuru "Gueennothers™;
the role and influence of the Nehumuru Youth Association (the Cherepo
Youth have o separate T-shirt/singlet slogan!); the process of. and
necesgity for Governnment reccgnition of Kasur , "Divisional" and
Paramount Chiefs {see Chana Law Reports, 1975, Vol,I, concerning the

rresent BegyansoWura), and so on,

(2} Complementary and Comatie Bnphases:

A description of Hchumuru social organization would be both
inadequate and inaccurate if it simply enphasized the "descent®
principle, and so ignored or downplayed the inportant roles played by
affinity and consanguinity. 4 cognatie emphasis is also & key feature
of Nehunuri sccial organization, and the inputation of “kinghip" ties

is a major bargaining or coping capability of their systen.

Here, we are in the realn of that important social Qategafy ofia
persons terned Nd Euanae“(QMother's Brothers", in a classificatory
sense), which link or.imputation helpas tie together'(both internally
and externally) the various Mbuno, villages, and Hsur . In addition,

there is the even wider but equally useful category or imputation of
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to those least affected {Kradente). Comparative analysis of these four
gites allowed one to check hypotheses about the manifest and latent .
consequences of this Project's “demands for adaptation", These main
sites are or contain villages affiliated with four of the phratries
noted earlier (Banda, B gyamso, Chachiae, Su wae), inecluding vhat now
is Chachiae Kasur  in its entirety. Altogether, these four sites
provided a study population of 1,457, perhaps ten per cent of the total
Hehumuru population in Ghana at that tine - though under what heading
tihhe Cherepo were enumerated is not clear from the 1960 Census volume
on "Tribes",

Though my major foous was {and is) on only one of the 52 VRA towns
in Ghana, it is worth noting that a total of 6 of these 52 sites (i.e.,
New Grube, Dambai and Tokoroano in the V,R.; Yeji/Cherepo in Brong-
Ahafo; Makongo and Bachin Gulubi in N.R.) have dominant or significant
populations bf Nchumuru - thus some generslizations can be madé”about
the resettlement experience, and even more 0 since other Nchumuru
villages have resettled themselves., IY also might be noted that I have
not used pseudohyms in my publications on the groups studied, in view

of their members' own expressed desire that I nake their "name" known
to the wider world. '

The methods used during the first 12 months of the 1968-69 study
period were participant observation and the interviewing of key infor-
nants; the remaining months wereZSpent'in ny training and directing a
highly-motivated team of six local Nchumuru youngmen (all had only
their Middle School Form 4 Certificate) in the administration of 10
different Social Surveys, thesge being carried out in the Nchumuru
language, The Surveys were designed by myself while in Acera, were _
nimeographed at a Girle' Secondary School, and each form was read and
checked by myself shortly after its completion; the topice covered
included census natiers, economics, religion, housing quality, interw
group relations, etc, This research was a gbccess; co-operation in
answering the Survey questions was almost 100%, a remarkable level of
involvenent considering the length of scme of the Surfteys {one was 13,

another 16 pages per forn), the fact that male household heads were the
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tursets of more than one Survey, and Aven the other demands on their time
(a:ch s necessary farnwerk)., This depree of co-operation and success
could not have been accomplished without the prior establishment of trust

and rapport betyeen the local Helmmuru and nyself,

On my muddy arrival at Hew Grube - after ny first attempt at a major
notoreycle trip, and on such roads! - I told the assembled elders that I
was there in order to study dchuwnuru "history, lenguage and custons": Tew
could have believed or understood this occupation at first, However,
rapport was established quickly, Y.believe largely because of ny active
participation - through wy dancing, "wake-keeping" and financial contribu-
tiong - in the many funerals that happened to occur during this first
study period: thus, "we performed funerals together", Other ways by which
we came to "move" together included: ny provision of free bandagds and
ninor medicines on request; ny ongoing attenpt to learn and use their owm
language, rather then the Twi lingna franca; uy distribution of ny Myeal th
(o student grant!) by the hiring of local helpers; frequent respectful
greeting rites with, and drinks presentations to elders and to the pricsts
or shammms of local deities; the embarrassing value the elders placed on
having a "Buropean™ live in their nidst - hoping that Govermment therclhy
would then Y%ecome more aware of their needs and aspirations; their desire
that their way of life be recorded and made kmown; my value as a conve-
nicat, hearded, white bogey-nan for mothers to invoke when wanting to
chagten their snall children - I "weaned" a lot of babies! Later, a
gpecial drinks presentation, with libation~prayers, introduced each set
of elders to the nature and purposecs (though not to the specific hypotheses)
of the Survey progranne; cowoperation was forthconing also because in nost
cases the interviewer was "related" to the respondent - a fact that enhancod
the reliability of the data coliected too. It was also necessary to use a
helper from that particular group, in rmost cases, sinply because of the
high degrec of conflict that then existed within New CGrube and between
Akanienm, New Grube and Papatia - for a discussion of Stress and "social
pathology" at WNew Grube as it then was, sce Lunaden (1975A). Much data
from this 19683-69 ficldwork, especially that on Nechunuru religion (though

see Lumsden, 1977) and on funeral custons, has not yet been node publie,
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Research 4id not stop with the ending of fieldwork in December,

ol

1969; nor 4id contact cease, for photographs were sent back and o few
letters were exchanged with sone 1itergtes. ‘That contact was not
conpletely broken-off assisted in the success of the 1979 restudy., In
197071 and 1973 extensive srchival research was carried out on British
and Gernan colonial records; in addition, 1 was able to interview or
conrunicate with a nunber of colonial officials (former District Com-
nissioners of Salags or Kete-Krachi, ete.), then living in retirement
in Britain or Rhodesis, or working clsewherc (U.S.4., the Solomon
Islands),.or with their next of kin (West-Germany, South Africa) = for
"doing" History is part of the Social Anthropologist's technique, duty,
end domain., Sone of the data so gathered are not otherwise available in
Ghana; thus, during ny 1979 trip, I was delighted to find that Nchunuru
thenselives were beginning to use ny Thesis in pursuit of their own
interests, as I had hoped, PFor example, one of the three Nchurmuru
students currently attending the University of Ghana hns . juat fecontly
sulnitted his B.A.,thedis.to the History Departnent, relying in part on
ny work (Brukum, 1979). A4S never before, the writings of today's Sccial
Anthropologists are (as they ought to be) subject to the critical
scrutiny and public response cof nenbers of the ethnic group concerned;
such writings also nay become part of such a group's perception of its
history, and affect nembers' understanding and assessnent of their
selves - there are obvious bencfits, dansers, and responsibilities

entailed in such a feedback situation,

Por the number of Nchumuru who so far have heard of, or have rcad,
ny writings on their pecple, the nere existence of such works seens to
be a natter for o nodicun of ethnic pride: the existence of oral tradition,

one nay speculate, can not slakKe the thirst of foday's ethnie anour-vropre

as convineingly as can written testinmonials tc one's heritage 2nd aspira-
tions., Moreover, the fact that I hod published & nunber of such papers
since ny first sojourn in their nidst could be¢ seen as a nodest repaynent
for their earlier help, as o tangible sign of uy continuing camnitment,' .
and as a further reason for Nchuwuru to co-operate with the 1979 restudy -

which I will now discuss.
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Sone five years after the conpletion of ny Thesis, I was able to
roturn-during a Sabbatical.Leave to conduct 5%‘months of further partici-
pant chscrvation snd survey research anong; sone of the Bastern Gonja,
[Zrnchi District, and Yeji Nehunuru, Once nere the nain foous was on life
in the VRA town of New Grube and in the self-resetilod towns of Akanien
and Papéﬁia; ngoin the research ondcavour wes o success. 1 nyself wrote
1,051 pages of fleldnotes on topics such as clanship, social change, land
tenure, the cost of living, ritual sacrifices, Chiefship,.schooiing,
alechol use, leeal involvenent in national politics, and the soccer craze, .
Moreover, nore Mbuno genezlogies werc collected, and dozens of Governrient
reports and other documents were obteined ~ though this trip, unlike the
last, did not provide the tine for perasing District ddninistrative Office
files, In addition, a {4-page questionnaire was adninistered (again in the
Hehoruru langeage) $o each of aliost 300 household heads in the three nain
siltes, and a 4~paze one wns used for data collection on a few dozen
"Strangers®‘households; the najor guestiomaire deslt with denographic
matters, econonies, nerital history,. subjective roports on health,
“happiness" and “worries", funeral attendance, compensation payments, and
so on, & short survey was administered to the wife or senidr wife of o1l
the nale household heads at New Grube, while a very brief Market survey,
and a ganple survey of 50 of the uwmnarried young people (25 boys, 25 girls,
all between the ages of 17 and 26) at that sanc site, also were carried
out. These Survey forns had been prepared in advance, in Canada, and were
designed in part with the testing of more than 20 hypotheses in nind; it
will take several years to fully digest nnd nske use of this ness of data,
And, yes, ny ncdical, child-christening,andé dancing nctivities were.resumem;
the survey prograoune wis introduced by ny hosting of a lorge dmnce at each
of the three nain sites, while nmy dance with o "posgesged” gharan during a
rnoon=1it rite honouring the god Tigare wos a hit of the 1979 religious

SOneChl.

IV - Some Reflections on the Restudy:

I now wish to ocutline scne “iopressions® or "reflcctioﬁs” relating
to the impact on nyself of the 1979 restudy; it is likely that a2ll of the
lessons and inplications of this recent irmersion have not yet been fully

appreciated,
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(1) One experienced a real sense of the passage of the years, both
in r_Iy- life and in theirs, anl a keen sense of the 'progression of the
developnental cyele of donestic groups. Each town has grown in size;
cne (Akanien) has conpletely abandoned its old dwelling area since 1969,
wile ¥ew Grube has niore of & conrunity "feeling"™ to it than it had
beforé. Now New Grube has nature shade trees and is home to numerous
dogs, goats, sheep and pigs (the in-site presence of the last three was
against VRA “medel towm" policy in 1968) -~ one nust be careful where
you stepl! Inber-group conflict within New Grube seens much less overt
than before: "new towna" too go through a developnentsl eycle; and the
VRA town has been lived in and lived through by its domestic units,
Children I ¥mew last when they were but 9 or 10 years of age now have
children of their own; other friends had produced 4, 5 or nore children
in the intervening years; one nan who had been an ummarried youth in
1968~69 now has three wives, znd the inevitable children; other friends
and elders had died. As another indicator of the passage of tine, and
of the impingenent of the wider world, it nay be noted that only one
satellite passed over New Grube on 1968-69 evenings, but now at least

seven trace the heavens,

(2) Like nost Ghanaians, the Nchumuru too are suffering fran the
effects of the past years of inflaticn, econmic nismanagenent, and nany
devaluations; changes in the prices of certain itens, or their present-
day unavailability, and in generzl the heightened cost of living and
dyins, are striking features, For exanple; in 1968«69, a new bicycle,
needed by the nen for travelling to and fron their farms, cost 68 "new"
cedis at Kete~Krachi, this being regarded as a hirh price; in 1979, when
a new bicycle wons available for sale, its cost was 1,400 or 1,600 cedis -
until after the June Coup,* when a "control price" of sone 315 cedis was
reported, Ten years ago, the "funoral" for & child night cost about 50
"new" cedis, and about 230 such cedis would satisfactorily fund tho
celebrations on the passing of a Keabuno-head; today such “funerals™ cost
2,000~3,000 cediz and nore, A4and the difference in the cost and availa-
bility of foodstuffs is o sfory in its own right, s is the matier of

Yineme",

*Jme 4th, 1979 led by Flt, Licutenant J,J. Rawlings
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Lﬁl There alse was a real sense of "honmeconing® attached to the
restudy, especially with respect to ny residing once nore in New Grube.
By which,tor, T mean thet both T and the local peopie appreciated the
fact that ny voluntary return after sc nany years did entéll a greater
cormitnent to thren and their fortunes in life, did nean and facilitate
tishter bondd: of friendship, Jdid create a greater sense of obligation
to help then in future - e,z., to help young people advance to higher
education, My arrival in Wew Grube - with ny ability tu recognize the
faces and call out the nanes of nany fomer acquaintances, aﬁd By
eventual departure - waving gsoodbye fron a tractor as it sped twice
through the town, were enctional affairs, In all this, there is the
extra, specisl pressure one feels as to how and whether one can ever
adequately live up to all the revived and new expectations (for financial
aid, for producing the sort of book they await, ete,) - afterall, I largely

owe ny career to the Nehurura.

There is yet another aspect to this keenly felt sense of “homeconing";
this tine it was wvery hard tc completelj mintain a ﬁprofessional":aloof»
ness, to keep ny copinions on loerl dissues to nysslf. .Furthermore, thanks
tc the conbative tendencies of a valued assistant, I Tound nyself playing
a direct and assertive role in dispute settlement processes on two occasions,
cne of these involvins none other than the "Wife" of the.important aod Nena
Kosoe. In other words, the role of "citizen" bheckoned, at tines nost

touptingly, like the Sirens' call.

In his justly fanous lecture on "The Scope of inthropology™,
Levi-Strauss ably suns up the issue and the dilemna ny eyperience reflects,
In accurately cescribing the discipline as being "a restless aﬁd fervent
stuly which plagues the investigetor with noral as well as scientific
questions® (1967: 51), he further apeaks of the "distinctive character"
of Soecial Anthropology: "of all the sciences, it is without a doubt unique
in naking the nogt intinatce subjeetivity dinto a reans of objective denon-
stration" (ibid: 26-27). But, as he worns (ibid: 26), the successful
fieldworker's challenging inmersion in "total cobservation" does run a real
"risk" - "the caiplete absorption of the observer by the object of his
ohservations®™, To use the ringing words with which Levi-Strauss concludes

b

his address (ibid: 53): such an "absorption" into loenl citizenship pay
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preclude one's fulfilling the anthropolesist's twin duties with respect
te the ethnic sroup concorned: cnc is always "thelr pupil", but must

nlso we "their witmess", This does nct exhaust the ratter. -

{4) A possible cxpericnce in o1l synchronic fieldwerk, but one even
e likely (and forcefully) o cceur in diachronié:(m longituding
regsearch, is thc investisator's feeling: of repret, disillusionnent or
lespair over ceortain persons and situations; the rore cne is "attached
tc the people, the stronser will be this experience, The ccononic
situation has been noted; two cther areas rnay be nenticned. First,
after sc rany years, not all of cnetls forner friends anl acquiintances
have the sane {or rerenbered) character as bhefore - sone heve changed
for the worscs several have drinking problens; another is a convicted
thief; another is not well treatod by her husbhand, and s¢ on, The
provalence of the over—use of, or over-relisnce on alcchol (rather than
of alecohclisn per se) ancng the nen is a natter for concern - but then,

the rewards for a hard life are few,

Secondly, unlike the 1968-69 cas¢, now acst of the District's
Hehwmre Chiefs sre literate, a fact which certainly ousht to enhance
their effectivencss as leaders - indeed, the Ch nki Kagur Chief, an
abstenious and articulate pan, is the current Chairnan of the Krachi
"District Council", However, one such Chief 18 not trusted by a2 signi-
ficant nunber of “his"™ people; one (and porhaps o second) sceme to have
received a large anount of compensation noney which cucht to have gone
to other peoples to ny (larsely privato) disnay, another is an obvious

alecholic ~ a disaster for his people,

(5) Given the shért and crowded research finc aveilable, I Aid not
intend to rmive hish priority this tine to langua-se (re-)learning;
however, I was anazed and delirshted to find that even after these Uany
years I did not have to s back %o Square one-in using their teonal and
hitherto unwritten lanruage = some of the phrases cane flooding to nind
even hefore T noved back inte Wew Grube, I have not yet achieved suffi- _
cient fluvency; however, I consider ny skill in sﬁeaking.&nd "hea:t*irw_g'.l '
Wehwmuru to have been ruch better.this tine than it was in 1968469, when

T placed too much reliance on working throush a few interpreters (higshly-
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notivated though they were), During this restudy, I felt nuch freer to
wove around on iy own, assisted in this too by the fact that now a few
swre Nebuwmru adults know sone fn dish - and, of course, the esriier
;fessure_of “ooin The Thesis®™ o longser existed; It should alse Ix
ncied that, in the intervenins years, a few, brief studies by profes~
sinel linmuists,have cone inte ezistence as aids to fubure research,
notably the work of 3 Hissionary group based at Ekundipe (N.R.) and
‘currently working on a Wew Testanent in their Pui-like writhen seript

of the Nchururu tongue.

{6) In nethod end achieveucnt, the restudy benefitted enornously
fron oy prior research; this tine the min feafures of Nchunuru life
an® social organization werc lknown in advance, and so the restudy
could he nore focussed and assured. Horecover, thanks to their previous
research exposure, the Ncehwiuru themselves were rore experienced: they
knew ne and ny character; nore inportantly, they now knew what z social
purvey is, how to handle it, vhat its tine dewmsnds are, etec, L1311 of
this all&wed for nore rapid and richer data pathering, '

{7) Pour of the ten survey assistants used this tine were alsc
aszistants in 1969; thus thelr experience helped not only thengelves,
but also helped show the cthers what to do. Again the calibre of the

aseis tants varied, as 4id thelir salaries: fro: 8 to 13 cedis per day ~
'é sood salary by local stendarde; hiring still was partly a political
matfer, and called for careful diplonacy with the varicus Sets of
glders. The survey interviewers wWere an ecupenical crew: onc was the
local Catholic Catechist; another was the Tigare Priest for his £roup.
Three turned out fto be overly fond of drink - Dut fortunately, only so

in their off-hours! Turtherucre, and unlike the 1969 case, this tine T
was able to locate and hire a literate fenale assistant, which certainly
enhanced the guality of the data athered fron thé wonen and girls, The
fact that so nany agsistants were involved with the survey forms did pean
that extra care had to be taken to ensure conparability of questioning -
to nake sure that each used the sane translation for each question, and
to ensure the lack of interviewer hias. DBut, their number did allow nuch
work 1o be done in the short ftine available, and theiy faniliarity with

the respondents enhanced the reliability of the data., I rechecked all
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the foms shortly after their completion, and was also able to keep an
cve on the interviewers at work in New Grube and Papatia, though less
g0 on those at Lkanien - for this last involved ne in a 10=11 nile
welk on each visit., Moreover, the necessary rechecking of the forns
wEs itself a very time-consuning business, one which often inhibited
wy perfornins other tasle, seeking other pleasures., But this research

WS 4 SuCccess.,

Lﬁl The oWvious also needs to be stated: the restudy provided data
which shed new light on data gzathered and analyses nade before, which
revige that earlier data, and which cover new ground - nore about
Nchunuru society now is kmown. For exanple, the nature of their "“kin-
ship" systen, the wle of "Queennother", and the prevalence of fenale
shanans, are rmuch better kmown topics now; Nchumuru wonen's views on

their husbands are better ixpressed - and many are not flattering!

The restudy alsce provided the chance to visit sone places not
exanined before: e,g., Yeji, where I first came to appreciate the
gimnificance and organization or wne Cnerepo, and Nanéyuro, where a
17-nile walk allowed e to greet the NanyuroWura and to get a sense of
what the Daka River was like before the Volta Project., It night be
added that the restudy has fed some Jealousy in certain Nehunuwru towns
thzt I have not yet been able to visit or reside at; this, of course,

cen be corrected,

There are a nucber of other involving itens that could be
trezted herein - such as: the horrors of the March, 1979, currency
changeovef and devaluation; the excitenent of the National election
campaim, which saw 4 of the 140 Parlismentary seats won by Nchururu;
and the "Rawlings Effect®™ of the June Coup on local social and
eccnomic life — but space forbids, One is left with a deep sense of
gratitude fdr all the help so willingly gziven, a sense of curiosity
as te what eventual local impact one's financial help to a handful of
advanced students and to an assistant wanting Bible School training
will have, and o sensc of loss, arising from the present separation
fron friends there and fron the realization that a nunber of these
hospitable people will not be alive when and if.another restudy takes

place,
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- In conclusion, this brief consideration of  the N churmru 1ifee
way and of sone reflections arising fron o restuly thercon, itself
reflects the cperation of the intellectusl process Levi-Strauss
(;2;@: 43) aotly refers to as "“anthropolozical doubt™, Thus, this
paper itself encopsulates an endeavour to be Vthedr pupil, their

witness",
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