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T AND STNE: & ETSTORTCAL REVIEW OF INTZRACTION

i

"’h* SJC'BYL RRLAT CHURCH &ND TRADITIGNAL AUTHORLTY

R Adde-Tening#*

Ag a ddrect zesult of the exteraio of Britich Protectorabe over Akyem
Abudgkwa in 18509 Mlss:l,gnaw gocleties began %o ghow interest in the fsnl:a:i;e.d'I
In the niddle of 1851 Stager hinted the Basel Nissim at Akropomgthat the
Wegleyans were plaming to cpen a Missimn statiom in fkyem &brekwa, md to
forestall them, Basel Migsimary Suss visited ikyem in Jamuary 1852. At
Cyendan end Kyebi ne was well received by Kotokuhene Kofi Agyeman and Okyen-.
hene &b Pain. re@ec’a:i.'s.rfely,r.2 "he latter who 'had been to a We_sleyan school
himself'3 rhowed Sugs every mark of friendsghip =mnd requested that a gchool
be cpened at Kycbi. He expressed a gtrong desire for Suss himself to teach
him to read ad agreed to send two of his sons, Grekye and Asrifi, %o school

ab Azropong. 'p-a,rticularly te leam Ehglish.4

On Septerber 4 Suss retumed to Akvem to found a Missiom Station at
Gradam. The preference for Gys=gam ovey hyevl wag Gue to the former's greater
agricultural prosperity md healthier environment, as w:ll as the proximidy
of 1ts villzoges end the submissiveness of its King to the Eiwpem govemors
cn the coaﬂt? But the Gradzi war of March 1860 made the positim of the
Bagel Migsion at Gyadmn Untalable-6 Consequently, the Misgimaries toock
refuge at Kocurentumi where they established their temorays headquarterso
"n 1861 the Kyebl Missim Station was opened eng for may years remained the

hesadguazters of the Bagel Mic~im in Abrrem Shuslign.

Tne history ¢ the nelotimship betwem the Basel Missim and the
traditional political amthorities was a chequered one, with periods of
friemdghip =znd harmony altemating with periods of dowmright hostilify and
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tension. For the purposes of this study three broad phases may be dis~
ce.fned: 1853-1868;  1868-1887 ~nd 1887-1943. These phasces are examined
in turn.

i) 1853-1868 - the period of harmony

Turing this perio& the 'Church' enjoyed the goodwill and co-operation
of the Okyenhene and his chiefs. Zimmerman described a visit to Okyenhene
(the Omanhene of ikyem abuakwa) Atta Panin in 1852 during which the King not
only accepted the gift of an fnglish Bible.with gold letters on the binding
but attended a service with the Basel Missionaries, and pressed for a Mission
Station 'in his territory'.7 By 1854 twe of his zons were at school at
Akropong.a Okyenhene Atta Obuom who succeeded King Atts Panin in 1859 .did
riot merely maintain friendly relations with the Basel Missionaries at Xyebi

but counted them among his political advisers. On 15 March 1863 Revs.
Eisengchmid and 3tromberg were awskaned from their sleep and invited to sit

with the Kyebi Executive Council {inkobea, Avesemaka ne Kyidom) to deliberate

on pressing polifical igmies. s4goin on 30 March the Migoionariss were
summonied to Join the Okyenhene's Council in henring a message from an envey
of the Asantehene.? The Bagel Missionarics also scted as advisers to the
Ckyenhens, and peace makecrs, in a serious and acrimonious land dispute
between Kukurantumi and igafo in 1865. 10 More often than not Obucm®*paid

visits to the Mission Station 'riding upon one of his men's shoulders'.?]

During Christmas of {866 he énd several non-Christiang vigited the
boarding school to watch the celebrations. 12 ' '

It ig true that Obuom occasionally showsd sigas of hostility =s, for
ingtance in 1864 when he held 'himself more distant than before' and tried
to interfere with Misszion work by ruling that boys enrolled at the proposed
Xyebi Boarding school should be paid #2.00 (09/~) each in addition to free
board and clothing, and also imposed a general ban on the carrying of loads

by his subjects between Kyebi and the coast. 13
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Such orders were, however, issued affer bouts of dnmkeness and might
therefore be viewed as an zbexratim. On such occasims the elders usually
took the mide of the Missimaries end restrained fthe King. 14 Obucm's 14-year
cld nephew md muccessor, Kwasi Pain, aliag Amozko Atta I .(1867-1887), ceme
4o the stool with a fmd of goodwill towards the Bassl Missim. As a school
boy at the Kyebi Basel Missiam school, he had liked the Christim religixm
verwy much. He attended religious sewice every Sunday 'and paid subscription

t0 the misginn'. 15

The reasmne for this happy relatimship between Church and State are
not difficult to find. TFirst was the peoples'! fascination with westem-
style education Introduced by the Bagel Migsian. Even before the Basel
Iu’fissidla.rie_s sottled at Kukurmtumi, they were being importuned by Chief Ampaw
to open a gchool there, with the promise of a plot of land ard house for a
teache:r:-16 Okyanhene Atta Panin and his successors were evan more ethusias-
tic about westem-gtyle educatim then Chief Ampaw. With King Atta Panin'sg
cmset Govemor Pine sent a teacher to establish a school at Kyebi in My,
185'-7-"17 K:‘.ng Obuom algo gave active support to the Kyebi Basel Missim
school when it was establighed in late 1861, by supplying 15 bq;rs;18 wile
Amoako Atta T igiored m appeal mede to him in 1867 by & Okomfoo (priest)
of Kyebi to dismanltle the Kyebi school because of its influence in gpreading
Gnrls'tianlw Indeed mder his influence 'the school increased by 7
boarding-boys at the end of the year'* 20 '

Second, the Akyem Abuskwa publi~ @pprecisted the new skills like
carpentry, masmry and bakery _introduced by the Bagel Missimaries, not |
to mention new ecaromic crops like coffee and mango and the opportunities fox
wage employment.2! But by far the most importmt reasm for the harmmious
relatimship between Church and State during thig period wag the Church's
pa-involvement in the intemal politips of Axyem Abuskwa. The Missimaries
went about their work cautiously and unobtxrusively, refraining from acts of

overt provocation or interference in local politics. From 1868, nowever, the
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Basel Mission threw cautim +to the wind and sowed the seeds of canfromtatim

between Church and State.

ii) 1868-1887 ~ the period of canfmntatim

By 1868 the Bagsel Migsion had been working in Akyem Abuakwa for fifteen
years with dissppointing results. Migsio statios and Churches had been
gegtablighed at comsiderable cost; 22 several prdaching tours had been made
23

of neighbouring villages; md yet the number of converts remained incom-

nensurately small=24 8¢ far canverts hed bemr recruited from twe main
categories of pecple: gchool pupils and slaves, 25 because the free-born
Akyem tended to demand pectniary inducement as a cmdition of becoming
G’l'l:(.‘isti&ns»26 The potentialities of the migsin schools ag a source of
recruitment of converts were not great in view of ixregularity of attandance
27 Naturally the Church was tempted to cast its

net of recruitment a little wider and even into 'forbidden wabters'.

and insfability of numbers.

- The earliest slave converts to Christianity had been recruited mainly

_ from the renks of redeemed pawns and menumitied slaves or from émfng slaves
wWhose OWners were Ghristians:-:.28 Pt from 1868 the Missimaries begm to |
cansider all slaves, including thoge of the wyal household, as potential
converts to Christianity and directed their religious propagands indis-
criminately towards them all. Secand, the Missimaries seem to have

en couraged cnverts to the Christian faith to sbandm their homes in the main
towship and settle at the Missian Statim variously called galem, Chrigtian
' village, or Oburquikmom (white mm's village).Z Finally the Missimaries
became less discreet in their attitude to traditimal society, showing ca-
tempt for the traditiomal judicial gystem and the sovereigily of the Okyenhaenes
In 1868, for instance, Eisenschmid intervened to shield from justice, a |
oonvert called Duko, charged with assaulting the King, by threatening to
report the Qkyenhete to the Governor for prnishment ®if any harm ghould come
o Duken.30 '
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The reactim of the Okyenhene and his chiefs to these growing ten-
dencies on the part of the Basel Migsimaries was me of alamm and indig-
natiam+ The encouragement of Christians to resetile o the migsimn sta;-ticns
was suspected to be & deliberate atiempt to reduce interactimm between the
nagcent Christian commmity and the nan-Christian commmity as s first step
towards the eventual creation of a dichotomy beiween Church and State.

Indeed the people's suspician h2d been aroused as far back ag 1863. Stromberg
reporting in that year observed that there was an assumptian @ the part of |
the local people that they [the Missimarieg/ intend to set up a state within
a state ~ withdrawing people from fheir normal allegial'lce.31 The ercourage—
ment of aue sectim of the commmity to live in physical isoletim from the
gmeral commmity was not anly alien to Akan camceptim of social organisa-
tim; it wag aleo iritolerable o a commmiiy that found security in greater

num'bers.32

Thé policy of segregeting Christians was even wore dangerous in so fer
ag it applied to State functimarjms. There wag a genuine fear that if suck
functimaries were allowed to be bapiised they might be enticed to reside at
the Salem and persuaded to give up their normal duties at court in conection
. with ancestor worship and the propitiation of the gods. Okyenhene Amosko
Atta I could ill-afford to risk the loss of the services of his drummers,
hom-—blower_s, gt00l caryriers etc. as they were the mainstay of the politico-
religicus festivals and ceremnies desned essential for the stability and
well~heing of his gtete. Accordingly he decided to act to nip the threat
in the bud, after his Council had tried wnsuccessfully to impress upay Rev.
Hass that it was politically inexpedient to baptise royal slaves of paws.

Early in 1870 a finctimary within the Graase sub-divisim at Kyebi
called Sakyi wag fined two sheep by his gsafoheme {mnit commander) for
ttaking baptismal instructim and intending to be baptised'. An 'appea,l
filed on behalf of Sakyi by the Missicnaries was dismmissed by the Okyen-
hene's court. Gyaagehene Kwasi fmoako took advantage of ihe occagim to
reprimad the Missimaries for giving baptismal instructiqt to his slaves
without his permigsim and wamed that he would prevent such jnf::ingpmmts
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of his rights in the future. He stressed that his slaves. were hig "sons"
‘md he would insist on their obedience to his orders. Most of the King's
elders sgpoke in the same vein~33

Okyenhene Amoako 4tta I was no less determined to prevent the
'seduction® of his zleves and functimaries. ¥For the first time since his '
amstoolment as King, he publicly rebuked the Basel Missionaries md declared
hig irrevocable oppositiom to the proselytisatiom of his slaves and servants
because of iteg veiled threat to his authorify, his personai prestige and

the politico-religious ceremmies of his state. With indignatim he queried:

Must I let ny hom-blowers, my drummers; My piDers sess Y
gword-bearers and sxecuticiers, my hammock-carriers ete.
become Chrigtianst If I do, theh I ecan no longer carry out
oy eees ceTemonies, nor cén L receive foreip embassies
worthily . Whoever hag @n obligation to serve me will never
be aliowed to become @ Christien.34

Then Kromer accused the King of ingratitude to God for the deliverance of
dkyem from ths Asmite yoke, the Okyenhene retorted:s 'Io you mean, Kromeor,
that if you go awsy I shall have o carry stones from Accra bo Kumagi like
my fathers?! He then got up ad walked out of the court in great anger-35

Two sigificant points er:ierge from the King‘s speech. First, one has
the impressim even at this stage of 2 growing belief in the matual
exclusiveness and irrecmeiliability of Christimity and traditional Akyem
religion. Seoond, it is clear from the King's speech that he was not
opposed to the pro aeiytizatim of his people ag whole. He specifically
objected 10 the canversion of State Nunctimaries wno performed duties
congidered crucial to the political, social and spiritusl well-being of his
state. Unfortmnabely the Mmmm&cxes failed %o appreC:La‘te the reasmns
for ithe Xing's concerns In thelr etmocentricisn thay insisted that there
mﬁst be freedom of religion for all the King's subjects imspect:we of
their Guties %0 the states
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T'The intrmsigaice of the Missicnaries increased hostility to Missimaxy
work in the state from the end of 1870, while the. Oky nhane and his Elders |
tamed a deaf ear to appeals for more pupils for the Kyebi Boarding School,"
the Akomfoo (priests) of the varioug gode prohibited the Bagel Missin '
agents from preaching in several v111agw93-37 Indeed by 1872 there was "a
gy'stenatic a.ttempt to prevent ayme, alave or free, from becoming a
Garistim®.?” The agafo imposed sanctims in the form of a fine of se\reral
sl_le?ﬁ against ay free man’ who tried to become a Christian. The fe2r of_ '
'beleing' put into debt effectively curbed the zeal of prospelctive- converts and

"inh'ibited the growth of the congregitims in the next tWo years. |

kf‘l:er a stalemate lastmg' about four yeaa'a, the Church—state ccntroveray

begen to simer ad i‘ma.lly boil over. The cause of the renewal and '
escalation of the ccntroversy wag the atten;:t made by the Ba-sel Missim to
hide behind the proclamatic of authoriw 'l:haf =ooompanled the m&ugtue-t.xm
of oolcn:.a.l mle in 1874 to achieve the s2me objectives that had been ‘
fnlstr:ated by the Oky’enhene in 1870. The strotegy adopted by Rev. David
Asante,head of the Kyebi Migsion, was to mdermine the Okymhene 8 authorrw
over his. subjects while promoting the gpread of ‘the influence of the

Colmial regime as a means of advancing the cause of the _G‘rrurch in Akyem-
Abuakwa. First, David Asate gave wide publicity to the Slave Emmoipation
Ordinances of Decamber 1874_ ad prompted slaves who visited the Migsim
Station to seek a e:q;lanatim'- of the implicatiams of the Ordinances to meke
: good. their f:r:eedom by severing their ties with.their magters. Soms Were
' c-ntioed with promises of en@loymalt and a_ccruraged to aocept baptign-41 The
slaves were told that they no 1cnge:r: reqiired the prior cnsent of their '
former masters in order to become Chrlstians, nor did thear heve to worxy
about the invocatim of oustomary sa'lctimc: agams+ them.
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Gouldsbury's L

During Dre vigit to Kyebi in February 1875 David hsan te
sought and obtained 'definite powers'! o report for p'roseéuti.on and cdn-
victia any person who obstructed.the s forcement of the Emancipztim
Ordin&nce-42 Aymed with this authority he frustrated the King's atiempts
to mecwre the retum of his former slaves whe fled to the Missim statio.
Time ad again the Okyenhene went to the fﬂissim Station, In the gpirit of
the Ordinance, i0o explain why 2 particular slave had left his h.ou.sehold
“md to request hsmte to offect a recanciliation and persuade the ex-
slaves to retum to live with him. Put fsante invaricbly refused 1o
oblige and rather upheld the right of the King's ex~glaves to leave his
household to seek refuge &t the Migsim Stati.on.43 He evar wote to the
Civil Commendant of Christimnsborg to request police protectim for ex-
glaves at Kyebli against alleged molestatian by theix foi'mer masters«M For
fome strange redson Asanie seems to hove singled out the King for disori-
minatim and embarrassment. Woile he consistently refused o allow the
King to take back any of his glaves from the Missim Statim he seems to

45

have occasimeally permitifed other former glave magters to do so.

The secnd sirategy nf David Asmte was t0 tamper with the loyalty of
gervants who were comtent 10 remain in the King's service. In 13876 Obrayena,
& drummer serving in the palace, visited the Mission Siatim 1o ook for a
job to enable him pay off hig debts amoun ting to $9.00.: hzmte offered to

led him the mneay o condition that he declared himself free and left the
King. Obroyena refused 4nd made a report to the Kinge46 On mother occasion
Agante mistook Xwasi Ntow of idadeentzm, also & drummer, for a glave and
tried to instigévte him to leave the King's household. Ntow told Asante he
wag not a glave but & relative of the King =mad he was heppy 1o remain in the

47

palace-

By 1876 Asente had succeeded in baptiging several of the Kings
fmctimariss. Ammg then were Mfaasgoafoo (aword-bearers) like Johmnes
Bogomtwe, Agokwafoo (homblowers) like Noah Ingdu, dbrafoo (Bxecutiomers)
like Thomag Amoadeefoc and ikyeremadefoo (Drummers) like Bumanuel Yaw

Boakye, father of Wena Sir Ofori Atta md Dee J.5. qu;zah-48 41 though nmy
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of the above-—mmfimed functimaries seemed willing to continue to perforn
their normal duties at court, Agate allegedly put pressure o themnot to
participate in a1y ceremmies associzated with abosom and ancestor worstip.
Consequently Emmantiel Yaw Boskye, for instamce, told the King that he '
'could not join in aything dme in honour of the fetish!. From ther m

he refused to be2t the drums during Sundays md _ég_a_g.a49 The cmduct of Asaite
confirmed the fears expressed by the Okyenhene end hig Elders in 1870 about

the threat posed to the State by the canversion of state functimaries.

The loss of Yaw Boskyse's services in particular was a bitter pJJl for
imozko Atta I to swallow. Yaw Boakye hag been Amoako itta's 'best friend
before he got to the Stool! -50 h his accession, Amosko Atta sppointed |
his frimad ‘keeper of /hig/ Privy Puyce! vits a claim for 'a portion of the
paalties on breach of King's oath' 1 Boakye was also entrusted with
varioug sums of mmey @nd comigsimed to trade o the King's behalf. 2
By 1870 Yaw Boakye had become the leading state drummer end a close can-
fidant of Amoako Atta I 53 In a;ppreclatlm of his loyalty and friendship
the King arranged for his cousin skosua Puo Gyakromaa, to marry Foakye.
The conversim of Boakye, aspart from oiraiming relatiomship between him and
the King, led directly to the conversiom of Odeh}ree Gy ankromas in 1877 md
thus opened the way for inrcads o be nade - -/ %he reli glous solidarity of

the royal family.” -

Apart from the ‘seductim.' of the Okyamheane's slaves ad trusted
servants, David Asate also interfered with the King's jurisdiction. The
Missienaries had made no secret of their prejudice against the traditional
Judicial system since the late 1860s;”° and the proclamation of Britigh
aunthor ity raised hopes in their circles of imminent abolitim of the Okyen-
hene's court ad its replacement with a British Court. In ambicipatim of
this change, David Asante, acting on his own respongibility, set himself
up virtually as a rival judicial anthority in the state, arbitrating disputes
between (hristisns, advising persons wanted for trial for violatim of the
King's oath, and writing letters of recommendatian for jaeoPIe who were
aggrieved by judgements of the Okyemhene's court md wanted to appeal to

the Supreme Court in Accra-S
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The cumulative effect of Agante's activities between 1874 and 1877 was
political and ecoromic frugtration and uncertainty. First, the exvdus of freed
dlaves from Kyebi reduced its population drastically and worsened the problem

57

of scarcity of food supply. Congequently Kwawa and Asante {raders began to

3
serioug than the economic decline of Kyebi, was the losgs of authority and pre-
stige suffered by the Okyenhene. Writing to his superiors in April 1875, David

Agante remarked, in obvicusg reference to the Okyenhene, that rich men who counted

boycott the Kyebi xoute in favour of the Kukurantumi route Becond, and more

their wealth in glaves had become impoverighed by the Emancipation Ordinance and

that 'even the power of sovereigns in the interior _Zﬁa._d?beoome' almogt nilt e

By June 1877 the forebodings were clear to Amoako Atta I. Using the Colo-
nial Power as a shield, the Basel Mission wags seeking to resolve the Church-State
controversy unilaterally in its favour; and in the process was urdermining the
foundationg of Akyem soclety. Amosko Atta's reaction was to iggme an ordex
banighing David Asante from his sgtate. On 20 Septenber he had Asante brought
before a meeting of the Kyebi Bxecutive Council, and after rewunting all the
evil things he had done during hig four years' stay at Kyebi caused a gong-gong
o be beaten round the town announcing the banning o::cle:e-60 Agante defied the
order and an attempt by some nhenkwaa led by Ogenagehene Oben Akese to seize and .
foreibly eapel him resulted in a fracas during which Mrs. Date, wife of Deacon

Nathaniel Date, was a.ssamlte,xfl..éaI

At the request of Governor Freeling, Chief Justice Sir David Chalmers
held an enquixzy into the whole affair betwesa 17 and 21 Decerber 1877. The
Chief Justice fbund as a fact that David Asante had acted injudiciously and
provocatively towards the King. He was also satisfied that Asante's quarrel
with the Okyenhene was essentially a political one and that Amoako Atta I had
no intention of destroying the work of the Basel Migsion in his Sbateo62 In
view of the provocation which the Okyenhere and his chiefs were found % have
suffered 'from the injudicious, swaggering and unconciliabory demeancur and
condnct of Mr. Agante, G0vemc_)r Preeling remmeaided that he 'be removed and
at once to mother Digtrict not under King Atiah! «63 He made it clear that
if the Mission kept Asante at Kyebi it would bear full respongibility for any
future trouble arising from his tactlesmess-64 After a fruitless protest, the
Loca16(5}omittee of the Bagel Migsion transferred Asante to Akuspem in March
1878.
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_ Enwuraged by the ven:diet of the thief J\zstice and tha Govemor'

- aotim, Amoako Atte took gteps to curb tho pretenaicns of the Basel
lil.ss:\.m and rege.m the poll‘tj.cﬁ-l initlatlve which he had" tenporarﬂy 1ost.
In the next few weeks, he took & atern and disciplmaﬂ‘ B.c‘l:lm a.ga:ms'l: '
Yaw Baakye, a laading member of the Kyebi Cbtngrega't:im, “who ha-d oollaborated
with Asente, by ew.cta.ening hig proper ty in mforcemmt of a. Supreme Gaurt
"-_deca.eeosﬁ_ ]Jurmg 1878 md 18’?9 the Chrigtisn Commmity in Alqrem Ahu&kwa '_
" felt a backlash from Asente's cafrontation with the Okyerhene in -the fom
-of popular resentment a.@.mst them.. At Kyebi people boycoited atreet o
_pleama for fear of inourring the wrath of the King and his El.ders-e’z'_-__‘_
-:'-‘...ﬂse'she"e the a.safo ‘and ikomfoo settled old Sccres with the Christians. in
their midst. At Asiekwa four baptismal cmdidates were agsahlted for -
flahmg:m a'forbiddm" stream; at Begoro me”l&iss'imariea' wers blamedfor
‘& typhoid: epidemic which ﬁ'.illéd 170 people in Dece‘inber' 1877 md mhr'ﬁaé
'threa'bmed. wim expulscn, at Ammafo a demmstcatlm of all the &mfoo

in. Alqrem A.buakwa ended iu the dastruc+1m of the 10ca.1 Ghapeloss,

: The mountmg threa-t agamst Miss:l.mary wm:k in the State conpelled
'_tha Basel Missimn to. fum to the Colmial Govemment for active supports
"878, for jnstanca, HeVa Die Rerle, Prest Aot of thse local Oonmittee '_
of the Basel Hissim m the ooaat sought Govemmmt's guara:-hee of protection
for Reva Mchr and othe: Mlss-.lmames at Bogoso 69 - In Ju]ar 1879 Rev Ks.rl
'B.zck, nead of the K.yw;. ilssimn, travelled to Accra. to persuade the Govem-
-"mant 'ba come out openly and ‘meqivocably in aupport of the Bagel H.issicn'
carses He called for legl.slatlcn or pmwclamation %o abolish certain "
_ cnstomazy taboos in Akyen Abuakwa- He wan ted the Government for inatance, :
o 1ega13.se the ‘cultivatio of a.faae (water yam) ad the rearing of piga,
. arguing that. this would not aly benefit the Basel Missim, but aleo the
caun'bzy at laa:ge by increa-smg “I:ha food resources available to the people.7.0

: Up to *879 the Govemmmt had not intervened decisively anc'l mequi- _-
vo.,uu;y ‘@ the side of the: Ghr:.stians though it had demmnstrated open bias
_ towards- the Basel Mia:im time md again . meg,howeva:, to its gcowing
. oinvictia that Amygko Atta's emsex‘vatism placed tobgtacles in the way of
civilizattcn and. progresa'71 the Oolmial Govamment begmn to identify
- itgelf OPmly with the cause of the Basel Hisaicn in Akyem Abuskwa. _In
'_.Iuly 1879 Govemor Uasher urged Rav'. Karl Buch to- br.mg 'bo‘hia notice for
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pmpriate act:.on. authenticated. cases of slave—dealing and slavery alleged o

be pers;.atmg in the State. 72 |

‘I‘he Basel Migsion did not allow such an cpportunity to discredit the ng
o alip by . In October 1879’ ‘Buck made a Leport tha.t during a v:i.ait '!:o Anymam
he had geen 'a mole Tow of people’ either being s0ld into sla:very or being. '
pamned. for mongy o Ay fmes inflicted on ‘the town by the King. The law o*‘ficers_'
. seem to ha:ve fmmd 1i-tt.|.e substance in the various charges brought agamst the
_ K.mg, but apparently anxious to find a pretext for ranoving Amoako Atta T from
his lawful authority, ‘bhe Government invited Rev. Buck, by a le‘t'l:er da.‘l:ed 10
Febmary, 1880, 1o g to Acgra to agsist it 'in making.a ‘sound case' against -
the Okyenhene. The Basel Missionamr was ass.lred that his part in the wole
_a.ffaa.r would be kept' 'oonfident:l.al' 13 ’ '

- Buck did not have much diﬂ seulty in ga:thermg evidenoe to’ build up- ‘& aound
ca.se' againgt the Olqrenhene-- €21rlstms with an axe to geind like Yaw Boa.:cye,
_ Joseph Boaompem and Isa.:.ah AmOa..o, all fomer gervants of the King, ‘were all too
eager to take revenge for wrings, imagmed o real, done to them by Amoako Atta
74 The cha:r:ges ultimately bmugfa sgaingt the Okyenhene ab the May - Aasizes :
Were argn, ave—dealmg and murder. 5 The a.ll-.&fricm Jury which tried the o
King at his request returned a verdlct of 'Not Guilty' in regpect of the charges
of glave-dealing and murder bu-h oonv:i.ct od him on the 'min~r chomgas of -

76

-malicious arscrn' for which he was sentenced to five years penal servitudeo On

14 Mgy Amoako Attu I wag put on a wa.rshlp bound for Lagob-

ng Amsako Atta's detention in Lagos lagbed from Nay 20 1880 to December
1884, shen Governor Younz h:r:ou@rb him back to Accra in his ateam bc:o.a:h-77 On 25
February 1885 the Covernor sent him back tp Kyebi :|.n the company of C. Da Turton, -
'h::.gx Government officlal, who wag to be its representative at Amoako Atta's |
're insta.lla.tmn on the gtool of h.lS forefaﬂmrs' 78 The ng a.xr:wed ab Kyehi '

on 1 March after an abgence of over five years. o

, Befora lea,vmg for Kyeb;. Amoako Atta I, had ga’shered jnfonnat ion -
through oonvemsa’uon about hig gtate which irritated him a gﬂ'wrb deal. First
_'-.he learnt tha:l: rqyal anthor:.'l:y was a sham‘ble, frivolous use Was being made
' of hig »ath by s‘brangers, severa.l of his wives had been seduced by mrlstlans
and non-chrls‘tims alike and one had d:md of abortlon-79 J‘oseph Bo sompiem,
- a (hristian whose evider_l_ce had h_elped ko conviet him now _ocoup_:.ed'_. o
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the Graaaze stool at Kyebi; several memberg of the rgyal family had been con-
verted to Chrigtienity and there was widespread violation of customary taboos
which formed the essence of mcesgtral wrship, the ganction behind his poli~
tical authority. '

In a fiery speech made on the occasion of hig re-ingtalment, Amoake Atta I
did not mince words and left the (hristisns in n» doubt that he was, and intended
to remain, the sovereign ruler of Akyem Abuskwa. In Turton's presence, and in
unequivocal language, he re-imposed the ban on farming, fishing and gold~digging
on pacred days (nnsbone) and warned that whoever violated it would be severely
puniashed. When Agsistant Catechist Yaw Boakye rose to protest, he gilenced -
him by pointing his right finger at him and shouting angrily: “rhat ig Boakyel
that ia Boalkyel that ig Boakye!®™ Boakye fainted with fright and had to be
oarried away unconscious. Turton looked on without any coment-so

The Okyenhene later $0ld Revs. Weimer and Huppenbaner that he had never
hated the Christians and that it was rother they who had simed against him
by ignoring God's injunction o them to honour the King and reepect all
avthority. Hs ocontinued;

The Christimns do not honour and fear me. When I

as King, to whom &1l lands which your gves see belong,

who can do and order what he wmtas, when T order that

the Christians should celebrate those days which to our

ancestors from olden iimes were sacred, thﬁ)’aﬁaﬁf no;

that we do not do! Ian’t that disobedience.
smieko Atta I reminded the Missionaries that he was a sovereign in his own
right and as such he could 'do and order' what he wanted in his coantyy »  Then
referring again to the ban on work on sacred days he concluded his epeech
thua: .
' These days belong to my stool eese 80 I cannot
.allow the Christians to work om the mentioned
days. Whoever wahtes to work on s.:.ch de.ws sﬂnould
buy himself his land.82

Amozke Atta's speech revealed the polarisation between Xing and

Migsionary, while the former and hig Chiefs deemed the observance of the
cugtomary taboos and laws imperative for the welfare and prosperily of their
state, the Migsionaries, backed by the Government, considered it o be

intolersble to the Chrigtian conmclence. King and Migslonary were thus set
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o a collision course. Amoake Atta I spent 1885 taxying %o ro-establish
iig authority. Flrst the ban m work @ sacred days was rigorusly

anforced threughout the State. At Anyinam, for instance, foofpaths to

forms were blocked m seared days and Christigis who attermpted to violate
the ban were threatened with physical violmcéo83 Secnd, the King stbpped
cases from being taken to the Supreme Court in Acera an a pain of banishment
ad configeatian of pmper'by.sd' Third, thosé fomd guilty of seduecing his
Wives were peverely pm:ished.85

In October 1885 Emmamel Yaw Boakye was forcidbly expelled from Asuom
when - he tried to open a Misgim there becduse the local Obosom Apaam
‘asslike (eic) at all Christimity in owr village' 20 With the excouragement
of Mohr, christians in Akyem Abuzkwa subscribed to & find to send a depute-
tin of Amwom (hristians to Acera at the end of July 1886 to prefer charges
ageinet Chief Fomuhene of Is.aiom.BT The Basel Missicmaries also resisted the
Governor's inclinatiom to let 'the whole thing ...+ lie in abeyance' by
pressing for the prosecutim of Yaw Boakye's assailants. :

From August 1886, the thristians of Kyebi took to preaching m the
public stresets, outszide the salem, and in a mood that became a source of
provocatiam to the n'on-chris‘cim g. Ag explained by Kwaku Afum later:

In their preaching they used to abuse (sic) the | |
living ag well as the dead. They gpeak of the
Kings of Akim who were killed in wars with the
Asha tes or otherwisge betrayed and thereby met
their death as if they were the worse (sic) of

all Akimg, knowing that that sgrt of preaching
~will only irritate the people. 9_

The cmduct of the Christisns predictably led to 2 steady deterioration of
relatios between Christians and non-Chrigtians. On September 9, for _
ingtence, Church leaders from Kyebi, Asiskwa, 4p2 pam and Tete infommed Mohr
ghout ominous signs of trouble mad called for Government's pmtectimogo

On 15 and 16th December 1_886, anti-Christia riots broke out at Kyebi
arising pa.r’cla;,'r from acousatim of theft made zgrinst Joseph Bosompem, ex-
Gyeaschene md leader of the Kyebi camgregatim. Bogompem was detained
with several other (hristiens for ane week. During that period the Chris-
tiens of Kyebi mffered mach privation belng confined to the Missin Statim
md denled actess to their ferms and the ::ive:'s.91 As in 1877 the Govem-
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ment intervened by sending an Official, Hr. Simons, Registrar in the Secrete-
riat, to bring down the King ami the a;ceused persong o Accra for a enguiry. o2
Anonlco Atta I accompanied ly some of his’ principa.l Chiefs and the Amanfoomiengs
(moldiers of the Ofori Stool) left Kyebi for Acora on 8 January 1887-93 He,
however, dled in Accra on 21d February 1887 from 'exhausgtion from double pneu-
monin' before the snquiry could be lfxeldl..94 |

‘Phe King's death touched off state-wide anti-Christian demonstrations. Ab
Kyebi and Kukurantumi pandemonium broke out as hundrede of mourners went beserk
with grief, bewilderment and vindictiveness and indulged in widespread destruo.
tlon of mission property. Doors and windows of chapels and private Chrigtian
houeesg wers torn off; livestodk of Christisns were shot; the haxmonium, altar
and pulpit in the Kyebi chapel were burnt-%‘At.Be@ro the Chrigtian community
- mumbering 1ll4 wag seized with fear and fled into the bugh within ten minutes of
the arrival of royal messengers from Kyebi-96 The damage done to property at
Kyebl, Tete, Apedwa, Asmmafo and Abomosu was esgtimated at £468-?'-6r-97

To aafegﬁard Christian life and property, the Government decided on a
military ocoupation of Akyem Abuakwa. 4 toial of 139 men including two Agsis-
tant Ingpectors, one Assistant Colonial Surgeon (Dr. Quartey Papafio) and
gsoventeen gunners cccupied the state from February 1887 to 4pril 1887. Dzrlng
thig pericd the Oommander of the force, dssistant Inspec'brfr Arennan, held an
enquiry and impoged a fine of £500 on the state as wr@eré;:,-a.umn ior damaged
Chrigtian property. - In addition the State was caJled-upbﬁ:_ to execute a bond
in the sum of £1,000 ag a guarentee of good behaviour towards the Christian
commmity , and to exempt the Christians from the obligations of certain custo-
mary ta.boos-9 After the withdrawal of the Hamsas from the State, Akyem Abuakwa
remained as wncompromising as ever in her determination to ban the exiled
.Chrigbiang from re-entyy. 29

The Church-State controvergy in Akyem Abuskwa influenced the Govern-
ment's decision to constitute the state into en adainislzuiive dictrict in
October 1887. The firgt Digtriect Commisgioner, Assistant Ingpector
Lethbridge arrived at Kyebl to assme dil‘l'& on November 1, 1887, with a
'Public Announcement’ issued by the Governor. The Public Announcement read
on November 3 to a public meeting of all the principal Chiefs and the
Christiens imposed an arbitrary and definitive settlement. Inter alia, 'it
recalled Chrigtiang from exile wnder a Government giarantee of protection,
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abolished the taboos considered by them to be intolerable to the Christian
- conscience’ and guarenteed the right of access to all rivers 'for all prbper
purposes' the right to plant ma eat afase (water yam), mnd the right to
keep pigs m ocondition that they stayed in sWese1oo o

ifd) .-j.88:z-1243: the perdod of mrpohmmt

Six months after the 'Public Annowncemant' was resd at Kyebi, the
Basel Mlssimaries reported that a 'deep peace' exlsted beiween the
Okyenhma and the (ﬂaristi&as.1 L Twen ty-one rmths later, Mhr's amnmusl
report for 1889 stated categprically:

No trace of enmity remains in the missimmaries?

receptin in Akyem tos:ls - thear are everywhere

regarded as friends.]
The ‘tﬁaw‘ in relations betwean Christiaha and ncn-Ghristims wag due to
several factors. The first was the establishment of an effective colmiei
presence in fkysm Abuzkwae from 1888. 'The increasing a.dceptmce_' of Baptism
by members of ﬂie royal family at Kyebi and elsewhere also chaged attitudes
towards Christimity. The gpread of aduoatim was equally importamt. Xy

the 18905 literacgy and Christim ethics were fast beoommg the hall marks

of oivilization and prog:r'eSs 103

Ampako Atta himself adopted a canciliatory attltude towa:rds the Basel
Migsionaries from the 1890s. Not mly was he depedent an the Christians
for the cmduct of his correspmdence between 1838 and 189"2, but alsy he
felt grateful to the Presbyters of Kyebi for averting his destoolment by
the Admantoo miensa in Decemder 1892-1Q4 Above all he was as anxious as his
gubjects to have Buropean Missimaries return to live &t Kyebi with 2 view
to srresting the decline of Kyebi's status vis-a-vis Begom-1'05 Indeed by
the turn of the comtry a few Presbyters md elders of the Kyebi Chureh
had been admitted to membership of the Okyenhene's Gomcil.106 However,
the rigidity of the Church's attitude to Africen cultire remained an obstacle
to total rar-rochement. In 2a memoramdum presanted to a gmod of the Presby-
terian Church held in 1944 Nana Ofori Atta I, the first Chrigiian King of
the State, rightly condemed the Presbyterim Chruch for its segregetiam
of Christians into 'a separaete commmity in each town', for the aloofhess
of its members fxrom the Stete festivals, Bnd for the Churdch's gme:cal
mtagmism !towards Aﬁ'm&m weys'. 107
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Gemclusim

The main conclusian that emerges from this study is that the gquarrel
betwean Church 2nd State in Akyem Abuskwa was essextially political. Amoako

Atta 4id not hate Christimity nor its agets, Migpsimaries. Indeed he wag '

depossd 0 toloraete Christimily 2s e of the 'faiths' in hie State but
mly s lmg as it dld not sesk overtly or covertly to destroy the gpiritual
fomdations of Akyem Abuskwa society. Amoaske Atta was irrevocably opposed
to migsimary interferaice with his wndoubted jurisdiction over his owmn
sbjects in his State. He had en abiding faith in, md deep respect for,

the customs and beliefs of hig forve-fathers, ad his whole reig: was me
lmg struggle against Buropem pretausims to moral snd institutioal
aﬁperiority. |
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