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THE ROLE OF TWE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
THE BCONOMIC DWELOPNTT _OF GHANA

Kwame Arhinx

Introduction: Subject matter

_ For the purpose of lhis paper, I cosider the Presbyterian Chuxch as a
emtinuation of the Basel Missim. I% is weil know, that the Scottish Mig-
" sion took over the Presbyterim Misgion in 1918 when the Govemnent of the
Gold Coast arrested ad deported the Bagel Migsimaries in 1917, and that
the Scotiish or Presbyterian Misziom became the Presbybterian Church in 1926
(Brokensha, 1966:25; Debrumex, 1967:294). 1t was the Basel Mission, rather
then the Presbyterian Church, which played a significant role in laying the
fomdations of sbmietural chamges in the ecmony of the Gold Coast in the
lagt quarter of the nineteeth centuxy. Beuer has defined structural eco-
nemic change in the Gold Coast as thet

;ﬁrocess which .--..'bransfomed the ecaonomy of the

Gold Coast from & traditimal econony based m .

gubgistence pmductio and the collection of

naturally occurving products into me dominated

by a cash crop which has become a major staple of
intematimal commerce.l

The cash crop w«s cocod @d, as will be seen, the Basel Missim was

ingtrunental in bringing it to the Gold Ceast.

I define 'economic development' in this cntext as quan titative ad
qualitetive changes in the material means of life, owing to correspmding
ciznges in the managetant of natural rescurces, including land, =nd to the

acquigitim of new gkills =nd tools. I shall suggeet that certain sets of
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activities of the Basel Missim, particularly in south-eastem Gold Coast,
promoted changes in the use of natural resources aad the acquisition of

new skillg and toole, which were necessany for changes in the materisl mems,
as well ag improvements’in the quality, of life of the south-eastem peoples

of Ghana amang whom the migsims established themgelves.

The sets of activities included (i) agricultural experiments aad the
introduction of new crops, including cocoa; {ii) infra-structural develop-
mentg, guch ag irl'housiz;g ad commmications; (iii) the introductim of
new skills and tools and (iv) changes in life siyle. But before describing
these sets of activities, and showing their relatimship to the chaging
economy, I must, firstly, sketch the histowy of Basel Migsions in the last
quarter of the nineteenth cmtnzy ad als® .say. a Tew words about the charac-
teristics of the missitnaries that could be presmed to have a bearing m
scmomic development. Secondly, I congider 1t necessazy that I sketch the
ecmomic cmditiarg of south~eastem Gold Coast as the framework within
which the changes I shall outline occurred. The dketch will facilitate an

appreciatim of the impact of the migsimary economic activitles.

i The nineteenth centuw Bagel Migsion®

The stoxy of the Bazsl Missims in south-eastem Ghana begins in the
late eighteenth cattuyy with Paul Erdmam Isert, a Damish plwsicim and
botanisgt. Isert first visited Akwapim m 1768, md vetumed %o Akrepeng in
July 1789 to fomd an ‘utopian colmy'. The colamy did not survive Igert’ s
early death in Jamuary, 1790.

Although his stay in Akwapim was short, Isert's work bore fruit in
influencing others to come to Akwapim. Ameng those influenced was fndreas .
Riis, gmerally regarded as the founder of the Basel Mission m the Geld
Coagt. In 1832 Riis joined the Basel Mission which had been established in- _
1829 at the Danish settlement at Christienborg. The Purcpeams gmerally felt
that the coast was wmhealthy for whites, and were @ the look out for suit-
able location for the missions. Riis visited Akropang, the site of Isert's
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wrrk, @m 25th Jmuary, 1835, finally settled there m March 9th, 1835, ad
worked there till his death in 1845, He visited Kumasi in 183%-40 but the
vigit bore no apparent 'fruitt. Tn 184243, he went m recruitment tour to
the West Indies, in the belief that blacks would stand the climate better
then whites. He was ible to bring 10 Akrp:g six West Indim married couples
md three baghelors. 0f these the best know wag Jam Rochester whn, together
with Devid Asmnte, = Akwapim, succeeded George Widmann at the Larteh migsim '
in 1847. By the ttm of the nineteenth md twemtieth centuries, the Basel
Miggim had spread from the Christimborg centre to Akropang, Aburi, Larteh
amd further east to Kxobo Odumase, Anum, Ada Foash ad Keta. o

It ig significant that the Basel missionaries Were Calvinists or Pro-
testants, imbued with the sanse of calling, or devotim %o me's chosen duty.
'Devotim' was not @n emotiomal, but & ratimal matter, implying 2 gystematic
gpplication of the most efficiet mems to ratimally determined ends. In
the early days of capitalism, members of the Protestat smects are said to
have distinguidhed themselves by their ratimal pursuit of wealth which, when
acquired, ®was a sign of “graceY or acceptance in the sight of Gode The
ratimal pursuit of wealih precluded prodigality or cstenitation in me's life-~
slyle, and thrived am fruguliy which Puritanism anjoined upm its practi-
timers. It is the rational or methodical attituds to ae's work, ceupled
with the agcetic manner of 1ife, embodied in the Péﬁtestant ethic, which d&is-
tinguished the Profestnt eairepreneur and gave him an adventage over
Catholic ad other nm-Protestant entreprencurs {Weber, 1930).

In cngidering the relatimship of Chrigtimity to the early development
of cocoa in the Akwapim district, Brokensha gtates that:

Christimse, in their specific roles as Christims, did

not play a2 leading part in the development of cocea.

The pioneers included both Christiang and nan-Christiang,
ad it would be idle 4o look for my sgort of 'Pmiestant
egéc' J).n the development of the cocoa industry. (Brekensha,
19663 17
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But it seems to me that the point ébout__ th.e '‘Protestant ethi.c‘ relates not
to entry into the cocoa industry. As he himself points out, {1966:36) the
people of Lartehi&i.;wi%h whom he wag mainly cancemed; had become used 1o
trading enterprdses for four centuries before cocoa arrived ammg them. The
fruitful point to pursue cancems the relative success of the Akwapim
Christians, as entrepreneurs, as compared with nm-Christias. Were the
Christians, generally, more successful in the pursuii of wealth than non-
Christisns and what were the factors of their success? Was it pessible,
for example, that the Christisms were more fyugal than ~thers, and to what
extent wag this frugality reflected in the aveas of gocial life, that
demanded more than ordinaxy expenditure, such as the occasims of the rites
of passage, birth, marriage md death?

This seems to0 me a worthwhile hypothesis that can be tested in such a
small, homogeneous ares as Akwapim. It sppears to me likely that the early
Chrigtien coaverbs were influenced in their outlodk ad mode of life by the
Basel missimaries who, like other missionaries in Africa, insisted that
their converts should imitate their style of life (Ajayi, 1965). Again, it
ig likely that the missiocharies preven’c'ed the cmverts from participation in-
the rites of traditional veligion which presented cbstacles to the accumula-
tion of wealth. Such ritualistic obstacles included prohibitions o work m -
farms on certain days and the expenrsive demands of traditional deities for
mugy yie, pacificatory, supplicatory and purificatory rites, sheep, g03ts
md fowls. Mis line of enquiry should reveal a positive relationship of

presbyterianiam 0 economic development.

ii. The Akwapim sconomy in the nineteenth century

in egtimate of the impact of the Bagel Mission o the economy of Chana
mist be preceded by a recamstmuction of the main features of the Akwapim
ecomy in the nineteenth century. By 'ecamomy' I mem the productim and

distribution of goods and sewices in a g:ivm'area. But thers is no material



1%

for a detailed recmst'ruct'im of the econonw.and e is bound te i‘esor't to
generdlities sbout the Akwapim economy which was not wlike the eccnomies
of the coastal forest zme of the Gold Coast.

Eomomies may be broadly divided into mazket and. nm-maiket economies.
A market eééhc’m is me in which men's livelihood depends m nney exchange,
so that all the factors of production, lend, capital and labour, are for salé-_
A ma hag 10 sell gomething in order to subsist and the market, through cash
tran sactia g, stmo‘b‘ure.s productive activities. A nam-market ecanomy is the
reverse di‘ this: men produce for their own usa, md not for axchange and the
factors of production have no market.

The latter type ~f economy has been called a 'subsistence ectmomy', a
generic term which has enbraced the scmomies of hunters and gatherers,
pastoralists and egriculturists spread in commnities over Africa md Asia.
Sahling, (1972: 1~39) hag showm th.a,t a gubsistence economy need not mean a

‘gtarvation economy' but that it has the characteristic of mde:o»-use of
nsturel rescurces md labouy (Sahlms, 197 22 41—74), from the observe:r:'
point of view. Underdevelopment follows precisely from this wnder-employment
of natural resources and labour, which puts a low ceiling o growbth in the

ma.tenal mean g of hfe.

The Akwapim economy, like ‘the ecnomies of the Bka peoples ef central
md aouthem Ghama, had passed the gtage of gubgigtence sconomy: the_
development of chiefship had led %o intensificatim of productim and gince
1482 there had beer trede with the Buropeans which had stimulated productive
effortg. In the years following the British formal abolition of the alave
trade in 1807, the people ~f Akwap:_m, like others in socuthem Gold £oast, had
subs‘bltu’ced trade in palm 0il and kemels for the trade in men. In the middle
of the century, they took to rubber collectiom and the sale of cottm. Pro-
duction for use was shot through with production for exchange in order to
acquire European cq-.othmg, tools and drinks, and mmey in the ;E‘o:cm of cowrlss

had penetrated the cconomy
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becoming a peasmt écmomy« Ecxomle crgamization was based on the house-
hold whose productive activities were mainly orxiented towards own uge rather
than for exchange. There.was little differentiatiom beyamd the sexual
divigion of labour end most people were in famming. The material meas of
life, in the fomm of food, shelter ad clothing, were not much altered at
the time of arrival of ithe miggimaxies. In what follows I chall gugeest
the vayious ways in which missionary activities contributed towards the change

of the Akwspim nm-market to market, ectnomy.

iii. Agricul tural experimesnts and the introduction of cocoa

¥iszionaries in Africa, whether Protesiont or Catholic, were expected
not mly to preach the Gospel tut 2lgo 4o promote industrwy smong their canverts.
It was beiieved that in ovder to tum Africans fruom the tempitations of the
Slave Trade, the Gogpel must be accompanied Ty the plongh (4 3avi, 1%5:. 17);
md it was urged upm migsicnaries to teach Africamg new gkilla in a,griculmre,.
in addition to commerce. The De\-fil, it was said, found something for idle
hands to do. | |

On the Gold Coagt, thie MeUlUQis s, Wider neve 15+ Froetia, md the
Basel Misgion engaged in agriculturdl experiments, creating model farmg
around their missiosg for imitetion by their coigregetimas. The Methodist
migsim had cagh crop - ccirge and coftn - plancajios at Tominase ad Abura
in the Central Region in 18417:; in 41842 they alzo purchased a coffee amd
cottan plantation called "Wapolem' nesr Cope Ccast from the fixm of F. Swanmy

md renamed it Brulesh (Debrunner, 71957: 130).

The Basel Missimm agriculferal experim.. s Logm nfter the arxiras of
the West Indien migzionaries in fkropmmg in 184043, and advanced pari passu
thmough south-ezgtem Gold Cnast with the establishment of the misgion in the
different towig. Thus by the 1870's the Migsion has cotim plantatime at
Akmpm gy, Abokobi near Adocra, Kiobo Odumase, at Ipwmg o the Veolta river and
Anvum. '
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_’Secmdly, such cxops as céco.-y‘-am, cocoa md’ the mango tree, were new
infroductime, which spread later througl the Gold Coast ad Ashanti. of
these the most importani was cocoa which hag smce the end of the last
centuyy, shaped the economy of Ghanas ‘The Basel Missicn s fitrst experlmmts :

_.m cocoa gromng at Akropag, with cocoa pods imported from Surinam in 1859
Wwere not vexy suﬁcessmla In 1866 mly a smgle tree had remained in their
pmn*atum with yields which were d:.atra.buted to the Missim's fams a.t
Aburi, I,‘anpmg ad ;{1\300 Odumage (Dicksm, 1979: 165-166 ). '

Today, Tetteh Qlarsl‘le J.s regarded as the fomder of the cocon indust:yo
But it ought be recalled that before he went to Femange: Po, he bad legmfl: _
of tiie potmtial '#a.lue of cocoa from the Basel L‘L‘Lséim, an_d, that it was ‘due
to hisg *trammg ag Goldsmith ’oy the Mgzl that he secured.hié :j’ob. :in-f. '
Femado Po (Debrumer 1967: 139). Therefors, the contributin of the Basel
iMissic to the development of the cocoa industiy is, in the first instance,
swefolds it drew the attentim of the people _.to the potential value of coooa,
aade it clear that the soil and élimate were suitable for i, md also txeined
the migrant Tetteh qlarshie wWa0 Dbrou g,m. cocoa from the Sayche]lea Ialandso -

_ M_-.ssa.cn ticining contrlbu'i: cd'fo tne derclopmant of cocoa in mother ways -
Tersas eéncated in the Iﬁf?.ssicnl schools acted as secretaries of the Akwapim
lznd ﬁurchaaine; companies (Brckensha 1966: 17) vhich, Polly Eill insists,
 cantributed more than small-gesle individual farmérs for the growth of the

6008 mrlustxy.B

_ The early _effeqt of cocoa industzy m nthe econory of the Gold Coast
' '*icfnd amly be 5riéf1y' gtated. The development of cocoa e tailed more Intensive
uge of all the fa.otors of productim land, capital and labour, and hastened
the mmetizatim of life. It 188 4 an increase in the pu-chase md leaging
of lmd, hagtened the process of capi‘bal acmmlaticn ad stimilated labour
nlgratim. Far more than the productlm and sale of pdlm oil and mbber, _
the productim ad sale of cocoa was respmsible fo:c substen £ial changes in
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the material means of life énd impmvement.s in the quality of life at .first
@ the Akwapim r:.dge, and later throughout the cowntry.

Th:.ﬁly, the Mission, through the Basel Migsio Trading Factoxy, Wwhich
it established in 1855, traded in agricultural products, =o that the members
- of the cmgregatio Wl:IO grew cottm and coffee, or produced palm oil and
kemels at Akm'pcrig, Lé,rteh, Abokobi, Christiangborg, Krobo Odumaﬁe., Kpmg

ad Anum fond a ready mazket for their products. '

One camot state in ay prescise fashian the effect of the agricultural
experiments, cocoa productiom and trading in cash crops m the pevples of the
nelgnbourhoods of tne missims. But there isno doubt that they intensified
the induction of the people into the market soomony and stimulated labour

speci a.lizati o s

iv. I.rmovatlcns in :i.nfra-stxucture

Guantitative and quall’catlve mprovements in the materlal meang of life
advan ce with improvements in commmications which enlarge goclal omtacts
ma widen the area for market exchange. The major changes in comm:l.oatz.ms
in this countyy occurred after the establishment of colmial administietiag
#hin built 'administrative' to samnect regional headqua\r{ers and treds roads
to iink district headquarters to the regimal headquarters in the first half
of this centuyy. These replaced the bush tracks which had served for roads.
But the Basel Pission made a beginning in road making and introduced other
memg of porterdge than humagn beings before the end of the century. In the
1860 g, 1t begm *hz canstmiction of a road to link Christiasborg, the
Akwapim ridge aad the Kyobo area (Debrlmner, 1967+ 132). Members of the
migsion tried horses, mules, =nd asses for porterage. Though their efforts
were nullified by the tsetse in the closed forests which, in the sbsence of
vertinaxy services, preyed upm the pack mimals, (Brokensha 1966:21) the
demm stration effect was salutayy. '
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Infr:hstxuctural developnants included changes in house building. Riis
wag lamed as Osladan houge builder (Bzokmsha, opecite 187) The Basel
Migsimaries tuilt the first stme house at skyoparg in 1846, and by the
end of the century the Akwepim ridge saw meay fine staie houses, modelled
m the architecture of the missimaries. It may alsc be presumed that in
both the separate christian gquarters and the na~christism parts of the towns
in which the Missim houses were siituated, attempis were made to imitate,
not ely the missims' architectural models but also the fumishing of the
roomz. Later, mney from cocoa pﬁ:ductim was to enable the pimeers in
the cocoa industry o erect stately mmsicns which have beer called ‘monuments’
o the goldém pod (Brokensha, 1966: passim). The early mission houses became
centres of diffusim of architectural models. The urge to build such houges

" acted ag incentives for the search for wealth.

ve The introduction of new skills and tools

Ecmomic development is both facilitated and measured by quantitative
ad qualitative changes in skillsg: men and women acquire different skills
md pursue different occupatimsg. This development either precedeg or follows
migratian to centres of demand for different inds of :killss I% indicates
the emergence of a labour market, and therefore considerable mmetizatim of
the material means of 1life, and hence significent structural changes in the
ecanomy (Szereszewski, 1965:59).

The Basel Missim contributed to the development of different skills
through their fomal educatiomel institutims and artisan workshops. The
Missim's attempt at formal education begm at Christiansborg m 27th
Novembew, 1843, =nd at Akropomg 2t the end of 1844. Subjects taught in
English were reading, writing, Biblical history and singing. The pupils algo
worked on the migsim fams; and in 1847 twelve girls at Akwpamg were
leaming needlework. On 3rd July, 1848 the Missim opeaned a‘seninanr at
Akropam g, which as the rules laig dowm by the migsionaxy field canferaice for
seminaries put it, was ‘tof‘teachers and catechists. In 1869 the HJ-SSJ-C!‘-

s
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schonls were categorized ag follows:
i. Infan% schools (kindergarten Aburi md Akropong.)

ii. Primazy day schools (3 classes): Larbeh, Manfe,
Tutu, Abokobi, Odumase, Sra, Kibi, Kukurantumi,
Aburi, (boys mly) aad ikropmg {girls only)

iii. ?rimary boarding schools (6 clagses): Akropmg
for boys, Aburi girls.

iv. Middle boys' schools: Christiangborg ad Akropang
(4 years).

v. Seminayy: Akropang (3 years).
(Debruner, 1967:147~151).

In additim to achools, the Missim also egtablished workshops at
(hristiansborg for training artistns: carpenters, masms, blacksmiths,
shoe-makers, potters md hat-makers. In 1857-18%9 they brought two magter
carpenters, specialists in house-building md fumiture-making, a master
chariot-maker, blacksmith, masm, ghoe-maker, potter and hat-maker, (Ibid:137)o

Those educated in the gchools foumd jobs as pastors, teachers or
catechists at the misgion or clerks at govemment and commercial establishments .
Th: workghops tumed out skilled men, sawyers, codpers, mésms, carxparters,
ironamiths, gtmemiths, orgén repdirers, shoe-makers and tailoxs who found
occupatio within the changing economy of Ghana {Brkensha, 1966:17; Debnmnner,
1967:29 ).

The acquisition of new skilis miailed the acquisition of the necessaxy

tools, and increage in the teclmical eqiipment of the skilled creftman.

vi. New styles of life

Finzlly, as Ajayi, {(op. cit.) has i%, the missimaries aimed at
influencing, not cnlj,r the sp:l.rltual outlook, but alse the manners and customs -
of their converts. Maimers and cus‘toms mcluded such external things as mode
of dress, and the furnishing of houses. I have already suggested (section iv.)
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that missimary architecture and fumighing influenced, first, the Saiems or
Christian quarters and, second, nm-Christian sectims of thse towmsg In which

the migsime were loczted.

It appears to me reasonable t7 suppose that the early Christians todk

the lead before nan~Christians in the acquisition of dressg and itemsg of

foreign material culture which gserved as indicatims of their new way of life.
Smith (1966) has stated that the modem elite, as distinct from the traditimal
¢lite, had its origin in Christimity which was inseparable in the early days
from formal educatim. Members ol *the elite were distinguished by their style
of 1ife, which wag modelled m the l1ife of the mizssimaries. The link beiween
the change in life-gtyle and economic development is that the neel to acquire
the material gymbols of christian or elite status, like the need to pay taxes
in the early colmial period, acted as incantives for intensifying productive

efforts, in faming, trading or ag paid labour.

Summaxy . | .

The Basel Migsim cmtributed to the development of the econony ef the
Gold Coast in the following ways. By means of its experimental fams, it
danmrgtrated the potentiality of the soil fpr a gre'ater variety of crops.
In showing that cocoa would grow in Chana, it  prepared the groumnd for the
development of the coeoa industyy which has, since the tum of the century, .
domin ated the economic development of this countyy. The Missim produced
educated and skilled men who were necessary for the developing economy of the
- Gold Coast, and helped in the process of labour gpecialization which is a
Feature of a market ecmrony. The Mission offered a model of life the imita-
tim of waich gpurred the neighbours to greater productive effortg. In all
these areas the Migsion made lagting cantributims to the change'fmm a4 non-

.maa:'ket to a martket ecanomy.
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Coelus i

Based as it is anly @ secondary materials this paper has been necessarily -
gketcly . But I hope I have suggested the lines m which a future enquizy into
the subject might be pursued.
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Notes

preface to R. Szereszewski, 196 5.

Thig sectin is based entirvely @
Broken she, 21966), smith (1966) -md
Debrmner, (1967 ).

gee Polly Hill (1963; 1970).
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