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THE EFFECT OF RURAL, URBAN UPBRINGING Q¥ THE ‘MACHIAVELLIAI\I“
ATTITUDES OF NIGERLAN CHILDREN

Michael Olageboye Olagehinde

Machiavellimigm has been defined by Christie and Geis (4970) as a
persm's general strategy for dealing with people, especially the degree
to which e feels others are menipulatadble in inter-persmal relatima. 4
review of the existing litersture of studies a machiavellim attitudes of
children by Olasehinde (1973) has revealed that, mmg other clarificatias,
the genesis of machiavelllan attitudes needed moxe detailed gtudy. It was
therefore the purpoge of this investigetion to find ocut the effect of loca-le.
of upbringing o the development of machiavellian attitudes of Yoruba
children in the Westem State of Nigeria. Studies by Krapf-Askari (19%9)
md Heke (1972) do show that residential pattems mmmg the Yoruba are of
urban-rural dichotomy. The various loceles of upbringing in thig study were

thoge of urban and rural naiure.

Agide from finding out the differential effect of urben =ni waral
upbringing m c:hildrexi's.mmipulative behaviour, it was thought that a
coamparism of ménipulativeness ammg children in different socleties, in
.differél’c gettings and in different parts of the same setting could poten-
tially be vew vaeluable for studies of socializatim, value and attitude
fomatiam. In the same vein, the study of children's manipulativeness could,
more broadly, have implicatims for the rela.‘:‘tic:ns between historical

experience, cmtempordyy social gtructure, social values and attitudes.

It would geem necessary t clarify what machiavellianigm might mean
in different societies and how it might be menifested, While Christie and
Geis {1970) consider machiavellimnism as the degree to whizh one feele others
are manipulatable in interpersonal relations, Oksa}bei'ge (1971) working with
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Chinese children in Hong Kog, says that the words sly and deceitful ave
adjectives that adequately describe a machiavellian who is reputedly the
master of the art of saying yes and memmingno. Touhey (1973) regexds
.machiavellianism as a tendency to endorse the precepts of historical
Machiavelli's writings. The studies by Bascom (1969) ma Fadipe (1970)
seem to highlight whet machiavellianism meang for the Yoruba. Bascom,
quoting from the writings of Knolle, reports that the name Yoruba was
oeriginally given t0 the Oyo Yoruba by the Fulani of Northem Nigeria and
it meant "ouming®. Even todagy, there is a commmn expressim in inter "
personal relatias ammg the Yoruba; that iz ™me lo Yoruba fin mi® meaning,

do not con mes

Fadipe for hig part claims that "the Yoruba have a time-hmoured
tradition for equivocatim, when oceasim demands it®. By equivocatim,
Fadipe meany a lack of direciness in sgpeech and actim whioh makes the
Yoruba man 0 use nanwcommital expresgimngs and words whose meanings are the
reverse of whot is meant. Fadipe gives this example of Yoruba equivocatiam
"eoep the red blood down in the gystem and gpit out white galiva®. Thus,
for the purpoges of this paper, machiavellisnism would mean cunningiess in
speech 2nd actim and the &kill in avoiding 10 get pinned dom o what one

g8y g or does.

Subjects

The gample cangigted of 998 sixth. grade pupils drawn by complex random
sample technique from both urban and mral schools in the Westem State of
Nigeria. The sample comprised males ma females with m age. range of between
17+5 and 12.5 years. The urban and myal delimitatims were baged an the
Nigerien natimnal censue of 1963. All the children in the study were of
Yoruba parentage and had %o have lived in either an urban or rural locale
gince their birth up until the time this study was carried out.
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Instrumen ts

The Ingtrument used wag the Yoruba translation of the Kiddie Mé»ch
Scale ag gtandardized ty C&iristie and Cels (19?0). The scale compriséd
20 Likert—type format items for which there were no right or womg
aswWers. It approximated very closely to what machiavellianism would
mea for the Yoruba children. The original instrument had to be trans-
lated into the children's mother tongue by a back translatim technique
to ensure Strauss's (1969) phenomenal identity and conceptual equivalances
of meagurements The Yoruba versiom of the instrument yielded a relia-
bility coefficient of -84 by split-half odd-even test correlatims.

Pmcedure

Data for this study were obtained by mdking the subjects regpmd
o the 20 questimmnaire items a1 the Kiddie Mach 3cale. The questimnaire
was administered a the subjects by the author, himself a Yorubé,, who
was involved in the back translation process v f the instrument. Of the
20 items, ten indicated strang machiavellian orimtatioa the responses
to which were scored 5, 4, 2, 1 mn each of the items' 4-step respmse
sca'le_- ‘The cther ten items indicated anti-machiavellian oriemtatim with
their responses scored in reverge. fThe total scores on all items were

computed for each subject classified as urba or rural-bred.

The results were bagsed mn the total scores cbtaimed by wurban and
miral children separately categorized into high or low machiavellian
scorers depending m the overall me_én score of 52.36 for the entire
samples The mean machiavellian scare for the urban children was 68.00
while that of the rural children was 50.%. The results thus obtained

were subjected to a me¥wagf analysis of variance ag reperted in Table 1.
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malysis of variance &g reported in the Table. The results show very dis-
tincily that urban wpbringing cmtributed more to Yoruba children's machi~
avellian attitudes than rural upbringing. The main effect: of differences
between urban and rural upbringing revealed a high sigiificance level (.001).

" Discussion and cmclusim'g

The findings of this study show basically thet machiavellian attitudes
are moTe comu@ ameng wrban than rural Yomba children. In broad outlines,
these findings lend supporf t0 the evidence provided by the workg of Christie
md Gels (1970) and Nachamie (1969) in the United States, of Oksaberg {1971)
in Hmg Kong and de Niguel (1964) in Spain. The main value of this study
therefore derives from the cmss—-mltural_wppoﬁ for the notimn that there
iz something sbout the urban experiece, .something sbout the giructure of
Interpersonal experiences in the urban setting, which increases the likeli-
hood of manipulative md deceitful behaviour, spart from the traditimal

machiavellian characterigation of the Yoruba.

The evidence yielded by this study seems o call for a discussim of
-fhe social seiting whence the dats come and 4o which they apply. In doing
this, in a genernl as well as in a specific sense, @ coherert theoretical
formlation seems to emerge. In gmersl, what there is about the urban
experience that increases the incidence of machiavelliamiem is that complex
morality predominates in rural commmities. Bascom {1955), Mabogmje (1962),
Iloyd (1969) and 0jo (1971) all seem to agree that the Yoruba are undoubtedly
the most urbanized people in Tropical Africa. '

Specifically, there are urbm experiences, as a.ga_.iilst the. rural
experience, that would produce more machiavellian attitudes. These
experiaices have to do with the following factors; the work situation; the
vast exposure Yo mass media; +the populatia mobility from rural cemtres;

the sheer number of people encountered; +the lessened importance of kin
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cmtac’c's; legs inter~-generationsal coutact; more dependence on others maid

- less dependence M nature; rore exposure to the West and Christianity as
against traditimal religim. Coversely, less machiavellian attitudes ammg
rural children are probably due to some psychogocial chayacteristics which
are restfictive_ of machiavellianism, such ag: a strang sense of commmality;
a high sense of mutual chligation and gratitude md a deep sanse of sympathy
with fellowmen. ' '

'I’hus,' this study ylelds data that moke three imporiznt comtributim g.
First, it adds $0 our cmwss-cultural knowledge. Nachamie (1969), using the
game instrument with children of the same age gioup and same grede level in
hmerica, reports mesn machiavellian scores of 50.53 for Puerto Rican, 48.60
for Chinese, 42.27 for Negro and 51.33 for Camcesien children. Although it
would seem hard t0 compare medn scores acrogs culiurss, the mean score of
59.36 for the Yoruba children appears strikingly interesting. In its
indicatin that scale scores are higher ammmg Yomuba then among dmerican
children, the study moves a step, though with due céuticn, towaxd cornparisms

betwean cultures.

Secondly, the evidence provided by the remlts of this ntudy exbends
our confidence that there are in truth gome things basic about the urbm
experience that increase the phenomeron labell ed machiavellimigm, even
though the iscue of cause and effect canmot be pressed too hard. It however,
geens redsmable o saf,r that ag a classificatory d.evice, uroan and mfal |

setting can show pattems of personzlity developmant.

Pinally, the success of the trenslated versian of the Kiddie Mach Scale
seems remarkable. Machiavellienism, as a psychologieal conce;;'t, seems. to
bear a kind of cross-cultural wmiversality. The cncept appesrs ganeré
lizable enough to be translated into a native language which, for the firet

time, does not have Westem tradition.
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Table

One-wgy Analysis of variance of "Mach® §coré§ by

Yoxuba children brought up geparately in urban

and rural areas

Source o

Between + 88 oF Mg 7

Urben /Rural | _ :
Upbringing 53345.10 1 53345, 10 588.21% 8
Within Cell 89693.70 998 50,69

Q0
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