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PREFACE

The Ingtitute of African Studies is happy to present the first
volume of the new series of its Research Review.

Much attention has been focused over the past decade on the role
of women in Boeicties the world over, not only in academic circles tut

2lso among policy making bodies at natlonal and international levels,
This isswe addresses itself to the problems of economic and social
developrent in emergent African natikons.

This volume brings together é ;f;umber of research findings of women
researchers work:.ng on Ghanalan women. The publication af‘ the papers
rreseénted in the late seventies has uni‘ortunately been delayed due to
insurmountable technical problems. We believe however that they still
have points of intercst to our readers.

Christine Okali,using the results of research carried cut on a cocoa
farm cemp in the Brong Ahafo region, disCuSseS-the issue of division of
labour between various membei's of 'the labour force. .She cong.entrates on
comparing snd contrasting in detail, work doﬁé by men and women eépecially
wives of male cocoa farmefs. Scme of hor conclusions .r.-:on.firm.previ.ous
findings carried out in Ghana 'aﬁd Nigeria while chers relate to findings
in the Third Yorld in general. | |

In her articlo on wemen in the history and culture of Ghana
Agmes Aldoo gives an animated account of the rble of women in bath
traditicnal and transitions) Akan 'S'Oci'e’c::y". She asséséés the role and
impact of women on the social structure and. the ecommic and political
life of their people. ~ 4ido0 proceeds not only by descrlbmg cultu:c‘al

norms but also by using a large number of detailed 1llustratlons
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from the beginning of the 19th céﬁfﬁ"ﬁ? onwards showing historical
moments at which women .ué.de a sighifican‘t mrk, 3he finally con-
cludes that the colonial era had a negative effcet on the substantive
position and 1mpact of.women in sceciecty.

hugenla Date-—Bah tPC‘.klOS the relatively new phenomenon of the
Ghanaian woman in 3.ndustr1a1 emplcymnt. Basing her discussion onﬂ;a...
case study of a grﬁuﬁ of factory workers in the carly soventies,
Date-Bah looks at their characteristics especially in comparison with
their m;ale countefparts. Asmong other things, she is sble to conclude
that the relatlwcly cn:-atm work behaviour of women workers can be
blam_d on thenr domestic obllgatlons. She also shows the problems posed
to female entployées both by the nature of factory work and the attitude
of anployers. ] mny Ghanaian women arée self employed, she contrasts
women :m the factory and in se¢lf-cmployment,

Prudente Berger contributes 2 notc on her research in progréss on
thé'_rdle of women in soéiél and econcmic change. In pursuance of the
ainm of contrj.b_uting to a widér coﬁzparative project whosc ultinmate goal
is_.’co _génerate hypotheses on the nature and basis of women's part_icipa—
tion in social and economic life in various parts of the works, Berger
has conducted field research in a rural town in the Dormea arca of the
Western Brcng-—z‘;hafb region. Her progress report shows an accumilation
of relevant data on the changing roles of rural Ghanaisn women in the
cconomic and socisl life of their sceiety.

Tﬁo issue of migrancy and rural change is taken up from several dif-
ferent aﬁgles by FPatricis Leyland Kaufert, basing her discussion on data

gollccted from one town (Tsito in the Volta Region). The effect of



- i’.i—

exploring a wide variety of variables in sueh a compact context
is to foeusg attention in an intense menner on the many implica-
tions of out migrancy on a small comunity. Among many others,
she emphasises the broad question of the migrant as communicator
end in this context makes sey¥eral inferences about the woman as

an agent of change in the commnity,
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