THE INTERNAL SPATIAL ORGANISATION OF TRADITIONAL
HOUSES IN THE NORTHERN VOLTA BASIN OF GHANA

By

Es Kofi pgorsah

The consequence of human behaviour in terrestrial space pose
e real challenge to archseologists, especially when it comes to
explaining_the frequency with which human societies encounter -
different phenomenagin spzce and the way in which various aspects
are bonded together. The problem arises mainly from the complex
situation resulting from the simultaneou arrangements of like and
unlike features and the dynamic interconnections and associations
between them. Lookiﬁg at this challenge in relation to prehistoric
societies is even more problematic. It is common practice among
social scientists to sttribute certain elements of human behaviour
to unique factors and thus place limitstions.on their analysis and
generalisations. My experience of doing an ethnoarchaéological
study of a traditional society over the past twelve years indicates
that certain principles which govern spstial behaviour are generally
applicable, especially when viewed within cert-=in clearly defined

.social and eavironmental parameterse.
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The focus of this paper is on the internal arrsngement or
the pattern of the distribution of features within households. The
question of "whereness' of features and equipment ﬁithin the house
will bé the most emphasised. In relation to this an attempt will be
made to examine how the placement of features within various
divisions of the traditional house can provide leads towards their
recognitioﬁ.in the archaelogical rscord. The subject will be
discussed from the methodologicel point of view which I characterise
as the "situational approachv.

This approach begins with the proposition that human behaviour
occurs in situations and thal the unit cf arslysis ig the situation
that combines the society amd its environment into one typical
scheme: 1In the caso of the society in question, the Nchumwru, this
situstion is the house:

In this peper ar attempt will be made to demonstrate how each
part of the MNchumiru traditional life-style contributes to the
spatial patterning within their houses as units of their settlements.
The geographical focus is thesettlement of wiae in the Banda-Wiae
traditionel area, north of the town of Kete-Krachi in the northern
section of the Volta basin of Ghana.

The settlement history of the Nchumumru occupetion of their
present home » the Banda-Wiae srea, (Figs 1) has been reconstructed

into four phases each of which is characterised by the interplay of
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social and sprtinl adjustment (Agorsah, 1983%). strictly, these
are phases identified only or the besis of location of settlement,
changes in house fords and plocement of structurél feéfurés within
the dnits of the settlement. |

The first phrse was marked.by the historicel break-up of the
whole Guang-speaking ethnic group (Painter; 1967; Dakdbu; 1976).

On their arrival in the Banda area frif??muru as part of the méjor
Guang group had also broken up into phratries (E_g_l_{_r_g\ Thére is no
aechaeclogical evidence so far to suggest that they ééttl ad in their
nsuro groups, as imicated by the small size of their eafly |
gettilement s, which prObably'belonged to famdly groﬁpiﬁgé.br clans
which however, found i%t necessary to identify themselves with the
larpger phratrv not only for rurposes of cowbperatiVe defense durihé
the unstable war period, but also for fear of loss of cultural
identity. The settlements were swall and closely pﬁcked' The héuse
structures werecirculsr and contained special entrance huts.

The second phase of the Nchumuru settlement in the ares was |
marked by a period of experimentation with the natural resourceé of
the aréa. Natural calamities such as fire, flood snd famine were
considered as tragedies caused by théif gods as punishment to ghow
disapproval of the settlement locations. The result was a seriés of

movements from location to locaticn until in the face of the threat
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of Gounja power os well =25 the expansionist usctivitics of the
asante (Malen 19810, the verious phratries begen to come together
to form single settlements, one of which was the site of 0ld wiae.
At these settlements the identities of the phratries continued as
a mechanisn for maintaining the inter—settlement contact and
cultural identity, =and co-operation.

The third phese is clearly marked at the site of 0ld Wwiae the
beginhing of which is (la-dated to the mid sixteenth century. At 0ld
Wine some of the Nchumuru, having settled down, maintsined the
tradition of building circulsr huts but failed. However, feeling more
gecure as a result of thelr alliasnce with the Jonja people and
connectioﬁs with the Krachi (who h=d the most potent oracle of the
time), the spatial arrsngement in their settlements began to chenge
gradually into rectanpular forms. This change which 1s archacslogically
manifested at the 0ld wWise site, was completed when it was relocated
at its pfesent sl te.

It is within the framework of the arrangement of the rectangular
house structures at New Wiae thot this paper will examine the internal
spatial organisation. The final phase of their settlement history

relates to the present and seems to be continuing.
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Socigl Network:

Each Nchumura villnge belong% to one of its majoi‘ family :
groupings or phraties: Banda, Chadhai, Nchenke; Kpentanai and n
Sunwise. These groupings ss mentioned are traditionally referred

to as nsurc (kasuro, sing-) each of which has one of its constituent

villages as the head village. Within each Nchumuru village one finds

one or more patri-clans called mbuno (ké.bund, sing. ) each having a

male head, its own ancestral shrine, secrets, properties and
relationships with other villages. Inheritance is by homogeneous
transmission (male to the next 61dest male and femsle to the nest
oldest female in the ksbuno). There are five mbuno ‘at Wise, our data
base, as follows: Bremiase, Dapocta, Kpenwiae, Ntrapo'and Tarieso.

Recognition as an Nchumuru in the village is determined by one's
relationship with a kabuno, membership of which, consists not only of
the living but also and primarily, the dead ancestors. The ancestral
shrine of the kabuno is theoontrc;lling factor within the kabuno,
traditionally should be located in the kabuno head's house.

To the Nohummru the seasons.'of:.thé year are not.i::mu!ght of in
terms of a lerge solar clock or calendar but are seen as a sequence
of act:.v:.t:.es cnlculated around trad-.tt:onal events such as plant:.ng

and harvest times amd tl'e da,vs are dJ.v:Lded into actlnty spans such

as the cool of the dav and evem.ng- In the chmnm:m conoept one



cannot sepcrate lelsurs {rom vother time's The soclal network of
the Nchumuru is highly summariced here but provides an adequate
background for the discussion of internal srrangements with their
houses-

In Y.ae, the main activity areas of the house arc the room,
courtyard, kitchen and'hackyard- I shall discuss each of these
divisions and their nmssociated festures and activities, and then
démonstrate the extent to which each part contributes to the spatial
patterning within the house. Even fhough the house is divided into
the above four typicsal areas, the activifies related tc them can
hardly be placed'in.clear_cut compartments. Further, not all the
divisions are symboliaed_by physical or structural features. For
example, the cmrtysrd refers to the snace anelased %y the walls or

other features of the house rather than a structure.

The Rooms:

Every house in Wiae initizlly consists of at least two rooms.
However, the number of rooms added to the initial siructures depénd
upon the cccupstional priorities ofthe owner at the time, the number
of people, the season and, above all, the capability of the builder
or owner to add more structures. The total number of rooms in a house
at any time can be divided by the number of persons in it and multiplied

by the size of:n room exrressed in square metres in order to obtain the



average space area per person. [his is expressed in the equation:

(

R )s
S= i —
P

Where R = total number of rooms per house;
P = total number of persons per house;
S = mean room space per person; '
§ = average size of room space held at a

conatant of 12 square metres per room.

On the basis of this estimation it was observed that each person (child
or adult) had in 1981 (Agorssh, 1983a) an average room space of .5 in
the range of 1.0 to 0.3,

The only rooms of purely specialised use in Wiae are shrine rooms.
In the short term, it is possible to indicate allocation of rooms to
inhabitants of a house. However, there is a great deal of movement of
people with the arrival and exit of family members. This makes it more
difficult to recognise any pattern of long-term allocation. Generally,
however, rooms in Wiae are meant for shelter in the real sense of the
word. They are firgt of all sleeping rooms and secondly repositoires
for personal properties, and the rooms are sometimes communally shared.

The distinguishing warks of a woman's room are raised clay platform
bed(s) and smaller platforms along the walls of the rooms with pot holes

in them for holding pots of all sizes (Fig. 3). A female adult's room

"
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may also havge. a Yigarth in ﬁne corner, cloase to the entrance. Such
a hearth may be uged for heating rooms in cold weather or as
alternative cooking places when the kitchen is inaccessible during
the rainy season. The praciice of eréoting a hearth in roomé iz
becoming less popular, éspecially wifh the young. There is never a
ghrine ingide, in front of, or at the entrance of a female's room.
Large, tall piles of pots are a characteristic feature of the aduit
female's room but as the pots and other similarly unfired objects
are mofed around from time to time they cannot be used as a fimal.
indicatioﬁ of female or male room. The structural features consist
of the hearth, earth~bed and the raised platform for holding piles
of pots in which personal effects are stored.

The flpors of many of the rooms are beaten hard and smocthed.
A wvhole range of objects can be found on the floor of the room,
mostly along the walls. These include stools, food baskets containing -
cooking utensils, ceramic pots and bowls, wooden ladles, gourds, empty’
bottles, sandals, and tables. The cooking utensils, stools and sandals
are very frequently moved in and out of the room. The other major
objects remain at their positions for fairly long pericds of time.
Once in a while the baskets are brought out, cleaned and refilled with -
fresh food supply. The main link between the roome and their-users is

the courtyard, which will be the activity area that is discussed in



the gsection wkich follows.

The Courtyard

The courtyard.is the area of the house enclosed by the inner_
walls of the building and other structurai features. Semi-private,
it is the centre of tgé house and the afga used for the activities
that members of thé”héusehold share in common, such as cocking,
eating, and discussion of family affairs. 1t provides access between
sleeping and bathrooms; The gourtyard thus consists of_theh?rgﬁ;for
the location of heéfths, bepcﬁeé, fish~sm0king_ovensinm?ryar!}}ﬁrge
water pots, family shrines and grafes; It_is also a place for resting
in the evenings and on kegowe.(non-wox:k)_days° It is also ﬁpe ar;9 for
the manufacture.ahd maintenance'oﬁ iimhjﬂg and farming equibmentmﬁng
tqolsa fufther,”it iz an extension pf the bedroom during the nighﬁs
of thg WRIHR and humid.season, Thé courtyard in Hiae does not possess .
an énélosuré énd has not controlled entrance or privacy. Only the
sleeping rdom ié really private and always requi:qs a ;omplete
enclésﬁré,“ggod.ﬁeﬁtilation and_sﬁbdued light. T@ere:is no clear
pﬁ?gi;él 5§ﬁnd§ry between courtyarde. However; obseyvatigns indicate
that, through the courtyéréé.£he spatial dimensions of the house are
making up for what social f;ctors are pnable to méintain, Fundamentally

the physical developments of the activity areas of the Nchumuru house
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entail more than satisfying the purely functional: requirements

of the society. In general terms, the developient of the individual
house provides a history that links the basic unit (the house) and
its activity areas vo the sdcial context. |

.The house (l.nno) to an Nchumuru, in a territorial sense refers

to the geographical location and éxtenéion of the kabuno and ifs
members. It also rezns an assertion by a famfIy:that a geogfaphical
spaceris under its influence and'édntrdi;'Tﬁezéoncept which is
refladted in the activities connectéd vith the courtyérd'cohCerna two
ratiomaliest ‘dafing and sharing, which are eémbodied ﬁot onlyﬁiﬁ.fhe

kabuni #eYHticiship but also and necessarily, in the phratry (nsurc)

relationships This has support in“the ‘fack: that the individual
builder provides in his structure, an opemness based on the courtyard;
that links 4% to the houses of other kabuno fiémmbers. The grouping of
the houses and the opemmess of the courtyard into one another reflect
the social order. Hach péPson's hduse is usually surrouned by those

of his kinsfolk &s social Hbrms require. Thié clearly indiééfés how
the pattern of activities, Vv&lues and constraints and also the pattéfh
of daily life aré fused in the physical form. That the house fofmé:ahd.
theit"related &ctivity areid are verdions of the same simple form and
convEy* srpowerful sensé of physical colierency has been demonstrated

{Agorsah, 1985). Although the physical requirement of the orientation
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of the Nechumuru courtyard and related activities aestic considerations
such as beating hard of the floor, the main geoal is the cultural and
practicgl functioq;

The relationship of the courtyard to the other parts of the
Nchumuxu hquggs can be clearly contrasted to that relationship in
non-Nchumuru_houqqsl(Prusaig,ﬁ1969; Tait, 1961). Among the non-
Nchumuru thg:;esi@gpce,unit.aggregation results in a group of inter-
connected courtyards into which access is obtained through only one
main entrance hut. In the case of the Nchumuru (Agorsah, 1983&) the
house is a more open though prlvate, part of the settlement the whole
of which forfis the setting for all ‘their activities. Lii non~Nehumuru
houses such as those of KﬁnkombaISettléra in the nértﬁLéQSEéfn
section of modern Wiae, the house (compoﬁﬁé?) is the ﬁhblé"sgtting
for domestic life. The significance of this comparison is théiiwhile
connectivity is stromg between Nehumutu individual courtyards,:i£ ié
very weak between those of non-Nchumuri. This difference demonstrateé
the -consequences which socio-spatial relationships can have in the
pla¢ement -6f structural units and which can be invoked to explaim
patterting within residéntisl units. The type of cohnectivity
observed in Wiae is a basic charé@teristic, and a mechanism for
maintaining liberal social connection between family groups and
between the houses and also area of the traditional settlement and its

adjoining activity areas. "Connectivity" is used here to indicate the
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degree of accessibility between houses. The wmost enclosed courtyards
are cousidersd %o sive loast com‘;ecti‘;f:?..ty. while the most open court=-
yards have most connectivity. The connectivity pattern is -also
emphasised by the network of foof;paths vhich accommcdate the crisse
ecross movementz hetweon relatives in different compounds and give:
access to the main paths leading out of the settlements £o-the streams,
farms;léhrines~and:the iake-side,'Thenimpoftance of tﬁé fodt-paths
lies in thé fact that courtyards’ and; structural features iocated near
each othér can-give gréater connectivity, .but this juxtaposition may

not necessarily ensure connectivity.

Growth and Developmunt of the Courtyard

The deflnltlon of the courtyard is llnked wlth the growth of tha
house. As has been observed in Nlae, the erectlon of the 1n1t1al two-
room structure determ;nes whlch side the courtyard wou¢d be. dowever,
it ;g onigfzhother strugtgre_ngh as the kitchen or drying platform
or additiongl rooms have_been erected-that thg couytyard begins‘to
take shape._The development of the courtyard is characterlstlc of the
the growth of the house_indﬁ;agvsuch_that even when not fully deflned,
the courtyard area is somehow_;egqgnisable. One way ﬁf_recognising the

courtyard is by monitoring the area of the house swept by the women

usually each morning or at any other time.
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ﬁeagg;emgnts taken of the courtyard Sizeé indicate thaf'fﬁéré is
some degrep_ﬁf.close unifﬁrmity. It is not possible to classify the |
ghape of thé-courtyards,intp any descriptive géometric terms because of
most them pre open, dnd even though the.buii&ér'knéws'the e#éﬁtual
extéﬁt_of_his courtyard it is not phjsicaliyﬁéppérénf.ﬁﬁtil the
erection.of the structure-that enclosesit. Figurewﬁsproﬁideé exaﬁpieé”
of the courtyards ag they are deflned by the beaten floor area, the
swept aréa.and by. the p051 tion of structural features. It is eV1dent

that the courtyard area immediately 1n front’ of the sleeplng room 1s
the.area that ig 1n1t1311y ‘beaten hdrd. The expan51on of the beaﬁég -
courtya;d fqu;fa:ea is alsc illustrated by the-gtructural growth of
sone Séieéfe& hoﬁéés-tAgérsah§:1983§{.118;¢20).

Lourtyard Act1v1t1es and A55901ated Featurea

LA
-

The courtyard expsriences not ‘only thé‘hﬁéﬁéét”r&te'bf fraffic'-
flow-iﬁ the house-but»also-many"and vafiédﬁéﬁtivities. It -is, thérefore,
one of the most 1mportant areas for inter-house 1nformatlon flow and
action. Even w1thout a clear deflnltlon of the phy51ca1 llmats of the
courtyard,,1t is very well known Whlch act1v1t1es are ‘or are not court—
yard aggigities. However, not all activities are représénté&"by
structypal features,, and inisdﬁe-caSés-wheré ﬁhéf“ékisf“ﬁhe§ are.ﬁbf
fixed. SR SR S i

An importent, courtyard feature is ‘the hehrth. Observation

indicatqg;tggthtfleast one outiof every three hearths in the house



- 119 =

is located in the courtyard usually close %o kitchen wallz .or fish-
st%iHS_Pfﬁnﬁo_it is.n;e:uﬁeommon to find & hearth in.the middle of
a eouse,.ﬁeceuee ofliee ?exﬁahence and i.& heat effects on ils
locatloe; tne Hearth is an 1rmo:tant feature for ricegninising food
preperatlon actlvrty rn”;;g'ceurtyurd, ln the absence of a kitchen.a
hearth 15 ueuelly flyed at thu locatlon wheré the kitchen is. likely to
be bullt, under a drylng platform for shadé or'shelter. However, this
is not a hard—fest rule because drylng platforms could be erected
anywhere 1n the courtyard, and are often considered temporary
structures. They are eften dlemantled to give space for the erection
of other structures.

Another feature of the qeqrtjérd beides the hearth -and. drying

platform is the mortar. Fixed mortars 1n the courtyard are mainly for

the preparatlen of a populer food called kapare (fufu in Lue andJéggg)

They are eometlmee communally used for poundlng graln, in whlch paee

"‘J
they are. erected in the cour*yard and are rarely removed cven when in

G e e

dxsuse.,Unllke other obaects of the courtyard, mortars are posatloned

FFI

eff walls of the heuse.te prevent damage to the walls. e
quther courtyard feeture of conslderable lmportance 15 the.clan
(kabuno) 5hr1ne whlch is located in the courtyard on the; 1mmeg1ate
out51de of the wall, and by_the enerance of the doerway to,thgﬁrge@
of the Eg@gg“ head. Fam:ly ehrlnes which are specifically for the .
famlly of a house are also 1ocated inside the courtyard. A thlrd type

of ehrlne, the twin (ntaa; shrlne is erected on the outside of the

wall near the entrance of the family, not kabuno head's room. However,
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where there already is a kebunc shrine in a house as mentioned above
_the twin.shrine is fixed near to it. The courtyard is also the
i&éation for burials of important family personalitiese. The practice
of burying the dead in houses is one that is observable in other
Nehumiru settlements in the area such as Akaniem, Banda, Buafiri and
Grubi. There is no specific location for graves in the courtyard,
but they tend to be located away from the kitchen side of the house.
Wiae troditions meﬁtion that properly, deceased.ﬁg?&gg heads should
be buried in the courtyards of their houscs. Howswer, today, it is
the deceased's family that makes the final decision thch is
invariably accepted by the comrunity.

As pert of the development process of the house in wiae, burrow
pits sometimes end up being the part of the house.that eventually
becomes the courtyard. In such a situaiion the pit is turned into a
rubbish dump. It may take several years to fill up. For example one
such a pit being used 2s a rubish dump by a house during my visit in
1972 was only.half-way filled in 1981. The restriction imposed by the
courtyad unti;.;is fully filled with trash, is that structural
fentures such as mortars and hearths can only be located aroupd it.
The pit thus becomes a trep for left-over food and other discarded
objects for several years. Another restriction is £hat only certain
parts of the courtyard can be beaten hard.

Other features or objects located in the courtyard include

wooden benches, water storage pots, sgrinding stones, gourds, stools,



chairs, tables bouws, rjles of firewcod w.d . various items_of house~
holds equipment and tocls. These objects are so much moved around
between rooms, courtyard and kitchen, that it is not possible rp earmark
any specific locstions. However, an overmll cbservation indicates that
the sbove-mentiored objects tend to ke lived up along the house.
Clearly, the courtyerd is z rp:iti-murnose area which probably
accounts for the fact thst it is open with a few permanently fixed
features. Perhaps the purpese here & to maske it possible to arrange
or shift objects around for different sctivities. Even though the
activities carried out in the courtysrd and objects associated with
them are very important, the availability of alternative locations
seams ‘to reduce its importance as a unit of the house. Taken
individually, the activities that tuke nlace in the courtyard such
as sleeping, exchanpe of poods, family discussions, pouring
libation at the family kabuno or personal shrine, burial and food
preparation or drying food on the beaten floors, have too low
frequency of occurrence to require any physical expension in terms
of erection of structural features. It is certain however, that the
courtyard, by virtue of its location and its wmulti-purpose activity
area, is important as a connective space area fbr all other activity
areas. Paths flowing through the -§c11.1rtyard indicate the connectivity
that it pro&idea betwacn activity aress of the house and between
kabuno areas.of the settlement. It maintains an operness that

facilitestos the social connections required for the maintenance of’
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gtructural fea
of anything frow = raised rcetangulnr platiorn with one or two
hearths to a wall enclosure with a thateh roof. The raised platform,
about threw metres hipgh s oifen the nuclieus or location indicator
or a future kitchen. Owing to the lesson of the outbreak of fire
which destroyced 0Ld vime, the people of modern Wise have the tendency
to locate Kitchens & falr distance away ivon the main buildings.
After erection of the kitchen, othur femtures are contructed to £ill
in the gaps and to squars un the heuge inte the LY and """ shaped
natterns that are the geometric characieristics of Wiae nouses
{Agorsah, 1933a). ihe ervction of the kitchen invariabiy gives the
house its initial speztiul definition. Later additions to the ipitial
building, auch as ovens, fowl pens, sicrage barns and similar
structures are then built at sppropriate locations. finally, objects

in the kitchen tend to be located close to the walls, either outside

or inside of the kitchen (Fig. 3).

FPeatures Associated with Wime Kdtchen

A kitchen in aime mast have at least a hesrth, but not all
hearths in the house =are in the kitchen. bore than 50% of the
total number of hosrths in the house ere located outside the

kitchen. Many of this number are locszted in the courtyard and,
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in two out of three czses, located sgainst or very close to the
kitchen walls on the covriyard zid;.

The kitchen provides sholter for fish-smoking ovens end
hearths, ss well as houschold vquiprent such as pots, bowls,
baskets, woter conﬁaincrs, hoes and hee handlis, mortars, pestles,
brooms, gourds and calabashes. Uthers include broken.pieces of
canoe, stools, benches, cutlasses, grinding stones, clubs, firewood
and a host of unfixed houschold objects. The kitchen, therefore, is
one of the units of Wiae residential area which containg important
features that can be used to explain the occupation and food
preparation and fobd preparation habits of the people in the
séttlement; The kitchen is also a storage érea. Owing to its
location aﬁd associated features and objeucts the kitchen
constitutes a central area of tﬁe household activity,.but mostly

complementing that of the courtyard.

THE BACKYARD

The backyard is th: area of the settlement immediately
surrounding.the épace within which are iocated the slecping room,
kitchen and courtyard. Many of the manufacturing and processing
activities take place in the backyard. These activities include
Easket-weaving, mending of fishing nets, pottery-making, carving
of stoels, mortars and pestles, preparation of slaughtered,
trapped or hunted game, and storage of firewood and building

materials. Storage barns and bathuoses are also located in the
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nrekyord. Aubbdsh o

pits are locuted on the outormost

limits of th., &

1o Lommunity footurcs cuen s mortars for

comrunal poundi

i ér:in pid resting o utform; or oenches are
also locested in the backyard. Currently the comefery of the villags
is locnted out of the village but burials continue to be made in.
the backyard; In addition -o the above activities other activities
such =g drumminé.and dancing, neetings and exchangé transactioné
toke place in the backyurd. Most of these ﬁctivitigs vary in
frequency of occurenco.

Tréditionally, the cnd.of the backyard murks the boundarieﬁ
of the settlement. The ar@a beyond the beckynrd is the afuito,
meaning feunpty spgéeh; The afuito is the arcen beyﬁnd the rubbigh
dumps and létrin;.pits whiéh physically ﬁark the outskirts of the:

iz o2 terw alse syplicabls in Hehumura cveryday

n

language to opun space which in Nehumuru trmditional sensce, 1s the

word which rofcrs to the backyard. Its contents zre considered as

o

[

part of L

o gcttlement. That is, iibo refers te o aprce that has

st the time of mention, not been incorporated into the residential

port of the setticment. The location of some of the most important

fenturcs such o

barns, rubbish dumps, and pileg of
Tirewood indicate the importance of the backyard as part of the

settlement, ond the boudary conmections that it provides between

the residential srea and the farm lands.



Locationnd Uecisicn-n Wing ancaopr thno oohumurn:

With the above doseripticoss of the seckysrd it ic now posgibls
to revisy the fors thet, topgethor wilh rooms, kitchen Srers courtyord,
it providezs. Yhe discussion so fap indicatos that cvon t“ Lur Lha
various divicicns of fhe housw have Silivivai functaons, thoy arc
conneoted bf the activities.réluted to the objucte thot lie in thets.
The Courtyﬂrd.is zeen not.only 25 a multipurposce divigion of fhe
house but also ss the aren that prov1dos counectivity buetween the
other activity nrens as wellu Rclating behavioursl VQrinb¢¢$ to
material objects in spotial terms is an exegreise that ;ludes many
spatial archaeologisfsu Owing to the static naturc of.thc eventual
archaeological"fecord, the underétanding of the dynamics of an
ongoing cﬁltur vl sy =tem, conatitutes one of the best ways of
explaining behaviour rﬁlated to ths recent.pﬁstn Yot adopting such
an approach ié 5ﬁlj.é first stope. Different spatial procosscs may
produce tuQ.éam;:spatial fattcrﬂs and vicé Vargne. A wide vﬁriety of
internal spaﬁiﬁl potterning in houszes mdjigé developed, bufuthese
cnn okly be usceful when seen in relotion to the traditional valuss
of the socicty and alse ﬁhcn those values can be defined in vractical
and measurable terms.

Throughout Ncﬁumuru éettlement histéry.in the Banda—Wiac aren,
decisions regnrding location of fe ﬂt °s.ahd.objccts are obsefvéd
to be taken at three levels: at the nsure (phratrﬁ) level to'maintéin

cohesiveness between members of the nsuro in the Hchumuru zrea as a
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wholui at the mbunc level within & settlement, to maintain
relstionship between family Prouﬁs, and at the houqchold leVbl,
to meintain family identity. The ilrst two decisions are-ut the
group lcvel while the thlrd one ie at the individual 1EVLln 1t is
the md:l.vn.dual decmlontL taf‘fects the 1nt rnal pgtternmg in th;
houhe and accord w:Lth the tas‘te and values of the bu:le‘.r -md hls
depend-mts. However, all the three clec:.smn levc.ls aff‘ect not only
the looatlon andlgiétflbutlon as whll as thc form and arrangement
of houses and u‘bJ;C ts w1th1r th\-, settl\.m.nt as a whole but alao ‘the
location or other structural featun.s w:.th:.n the md:l.va.dual housesg
The pflnclples of locational deClSlon—maklnﬂ within Nchumuru |
households as considered in my s’cudy are not the types fam:l.l:.ar 1n
mathemat:.cal logic and other s:l.mllar sp'ltl“l Lheorlcs. ’J.‘he;y c.,‘nﬁﬁ;“
he Iud 1nt0 a computer to ylcld ck.c;.su::nu that waula bf of hclp toxl
the archaeologlst Their ﬁppllcatlon mqulres senslta.\rlt‘; and o
1ntu1t10n. In viow of thﬂ VAgUCIeSs trat this type cf qnalysls Cagl
generate, it mty bv quubtlﬂnbd whether and in Whlt sense the d90151nns
are rftlaral ﬂt all° Thls qucsuloﬁ 1u.d1f£1cult to anv;cr as there is
no uﬂth..I'.:vPl.L'f ugme d,flnlt:.on of ‘rwtlonala.ty“, u:l.rcply, the decisions
BIé cons;dx.red _"-s rr\£1on-vl beerouse hey ary derived from prlncmlus
appearing 11’1t“‘la,. tl;ends .of an on—golng eoc:l.ety, and therclre“ represunt'
a type of eilectlveneéu. Thgyﬁaru uffect1Vb in creatlng £ tYpu of ’
internal or;qnlsﬂtlon 1ﬂ.t5L h(h%b that produCeq 1ts ‘own klnd of
pattern. Thp-,01nt of my @tudy hqs beun in the ¢dent1flcﬂt10n of thu
determine

factors whz.ch L the 1ocat:|.onal dLClc;-lCiIlS rather than Judglng

the ratlonallty of thc-se decisions.
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Available archesclogical avidonce supnorts the speculation that
the 1Dcaticnal:-:‘tc:ciSic-r!-ma.'f-.\'in,g at all threo levels is cﬂf.::l.ﬂ.tinuou:;
betweon carly bDenumuru sotiloment s nnd medern ones in the ares
(Agorsah, 198305 . ne obeorved continuity has slso bugn shown to
constitute the various stages of the growth of the spatial behaviour

of the Nechumuru in the

o

red. Cultural transformation indicated by the

ghift from circular to rectangular houses has however been noted as

having ﬁecessitated an adeptive deviation in the location of features

within the houses. The continuity in location decision-making is also

indicated by the importonce of the Dente shrine in the Nchumuru

village. That the Dante oracle origineted from the Laterh of the

southern Guang arva is a historical fact and supported by traditions

from Xrachi, Nkenysa and Larteh-bkwepis (Meicr, 1981, Numah, 1964).

The linguistic connecéion betwaen the Nchumuru and the other Uuang

societies of Ghana is very well attested {hret and Posmansky, 1982).
Another significant cultural szlement that indicates comnection

between the internal crgenisation of early and present Nchumu;u

houses consists of large wodden mortars located between house

structures. This is also evidenced at tho excavated sites of 0ld

Wiae and Oseciaye No. 1 and Labeng Ketakpang (Agrosah, 1983; 1986).

It is also a characteristic feature in modern Nehumuru villages of

Banda, Hanjuro, Hchenke as well as other Guang=-speaking villages

such as Abujuro, Adamkpa and Monkra in the Kete~Krachi area. Is

this a typical featurc of the Guang? Anquandsh(1982) considers

this feature as very characteristic of the Guang of the south

and cites the site of Dawu as an example. this evidence so far
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seems to give some supfort to this assertien. Howsver, te apply

this to tha Guang-speaking people thore is the nsed for more data

that will show conneéfién"betwecn such a feature and the social
organisational rulcé of the Nchumuru; it is only then that we can
suggest that the particular location of such large mortars between
house structures is typical of tﬁéﬁﬁuang.'Loéation of mortars further
extends the courtyard 'sctivities and supposrtsg earllurlsuggcstlons
that the courtyard ‘serves as an arca of connectzon between the houues.
Nchumuru ritual also seetis to play an 1mportant rolc in the 1nterna1
organisation of the house. In ritual, the.actioné of the Nechumuru ﬁave
consequences which reach far beyond their immediezte impact. Tﬁeir
actions have ritualzsignificance not because they are exctic.or
bizarre but because they take delibernte’ stops fo'mhigtéiﬁ centact
with théif'pncesfraligpiritsﬁiFor examplé,:in their minds the ritual
sction of guarding the locatidn cf the kabuné'is.a way of maintéining
good relationships with the spirits of their ancestors but.ét tﬁe.same
time it'mahipuiatus thzir usc of space and thercby manipulateé their
life. 4s haz boeen noted eariicr the kabuno ghrine hag a spe01a1 ”
location in the hcuse. In the poriod before modern Wioce, some th;eé
decades ago, it uzed to be located in the centre of n house 90n51st1ng
of circular huts. In modern Wice it is located ot the cntraﬁggmto the
rocm of the kabuno shfihdlis therefore, easf.b§ vi}tué of iis locatiﬁn'
within the housc. Similarly,‘tho ka.buno shriﬁé iocations:ﬁade them |
viswally and psychologically secessible to the household and othor

kabuno members. Archaéélbgical evidence obtained from Old Wine
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indicates_thc importance not only of the ancostral kabunc shrine
but also é% the Dente shriné.which has been desgribed as tha
protective god of the vil;age.

Iﬁ ahsociéty in wvhich the builder_of the house is the user N
and gﬁ_?he sane tiﬁe the one who alsp maintains_it; it is quite
obvipus_ why sc.c;lai conngctions should play quitc an important role
iﬂ thei?_spatial_bcpayiour or pqttg;ping. Gencrally iq building a
houge gnd deciding on its in@crpal qrganisations, the spatial
beha?iouf cf the Nchuﬁuru does not pose merely a technological
problem but is dictzated principally Sy the character of the
villager‘é social relationShips, Although the spatial behavicur
involves aeéthetiq_and geométric cunaido:ations,_thg main goal is
the culturai and bractical function. The house in Nchumuru
tradltlonal 3001oty, therefore, reflgcts thelr llfe‘styles, a
situatlon which is not comucn 'xmong n’estern soc:.etles in which the
de51gnur of the houge 1s dlf};;ént from the bullder, and the user
is often nelther of the two. |

Who 1n thémﬁchurumu soc;;ty”declded or duCld@S theqlnterndl
apatial organlsatlon cx thu hoﬁ;;s or the settle ment at large-

My prev1ous arguments (Agoreah 198’b) seem to um?haﬁlze Nehumuru
decision-raking as = group raﬂher_thgn an 13???}&“51 mattgrf ?hls
is not to soy that o rzvbn 5001etg s traaltlons are maintained

only on a group level, nor is it meant to imply:that overy g;oup_.
which existed in the past hos b?éﬁ_ﬁ;rpetuated. ﬁowe?er,_one can

hardly conceive ¢f o ceollection of individuals living in

geographical proximity without the oventusd evclution of gome
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form ¢f group membership. Individuwels living in such nroxiwity
interzct, and cut of those interccticns o group crystanllizes.
In fact, amcng ;c‘;;e IHehurunn of wine, a porsonts very sonse of
identity ie shapod by tho group of significrnee to him - the kabuno
and the Koguro. Yhese groups give the individuzl his enpliest and
most complet: spatial cxpericoce, social identity and a guaranteed
link with his ancestry.

The human spatial‘behaﬁiour evident in the modern scttlement
of wine (for exanple the deeision regarding the location of
structural festures within the house), therefory, is a result of
decision based on the group norms. There are no explicit restrictions,
whatever, on the individual's decisions. However, since he shores an
overall spnce aren, as well ng sowme ideals with other people, he
behaves in the same nenner as he wents thoem to do. Consequently, an
informal compromise cvolves which, upon repetition over a pericd of
time, crystallizes into accopted valuvs snd ralztisashipe threush
which one msy be considered as belongiug to the group. By identifying
the group spetially cne can socially identify the individual who then
becomss the pivot around which the detailed dynomics of the spotind
gystem can be explaincd.

The difficulties of isolating individusls by studying cultural
material in an nrchacological context have buen vell discussed
(Hill and Gumm, 1977; Domnan and Clow cow, 1974) ond seem to indicate
that m~terial in the archasologiesl context is & result of
combinaticns of beth group and individusl action. My study

demonstrates that both the group and individual factors are crucial




at specific levels of annlysis of cobeerved cultural patterns amcng
the Nchumuru. Considering spotial behaviour at all levels in a
general sense, the ¢vidence suggests that among the Nehumuru

individuals built their houscs for the group - the kabunc in the

first instence and ultimately the kasuro. The locatjon of the house
identifies the individual as a member of the group; the house form
and its internal orgonisation identify him as an individual.

The discussion of this paper omphasises the hypothesis thet in
order to understond the internzl organisaticn of suttlemcnt.
structures such a8 houses, it is nscessary to anaiyse them in
relation to the socinl behaviour patterns that generate them, not
only ot the level of appesrance oy whot they lock like, but more
importantly in what they are as the physical orgauisation of society.
This is ever mcre applicsobie in situsticns where the builder is the

designer and the uscr at the same tiue.
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Figure
1 Map showing location of research arve.
2 Key to illustraticns.
3 Locatidtne ang distribution of structural features

and ebiocts in houses.

A Demarcating area of a house (exsmples).



