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| I{wame Arhin*s 15651‘5," ’l‘radl ona.l Rg‘l“é in Ghana: Past and
Presentlﬁis,%g_imyégt%p§;égpﬂxibﬁtion-ég the understanding of
contemporéry Ghanaian sgcial st%;cﬁure, anﬁ has far~reaching
implications for poli§§uﬁgkg£;;i;f%géigiégg'of decentralisation,
localFgcvernmentfadminis@ra¢igp.apd:ghiggﬁgincy institutional
reforms,

e’ SRy d¥sousses tvedibional rule in Ghana with specific
examples from Tellensi, Dagomba and ishanti, and malces reference to
other traditional social systems. His central theme is thabt Thoush
traditional rule in Ghana has been affected by the forces of social
change, the insbtitution has stood the test of time., These forces
of ohange are Christian beliefs, formal education, the growsh of
trade and commerce, and the demonstration effects of factors in the
colonizl and post-colonizl situations.

The book is organised inbo seven chapters. In the firet
chapter, three comceptual models gra posited for understanding

traditional rule in hanse These arve (i) societies without obvious .

power-holders beyond the level of family groupings {11) socolieties
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with power-holders operating at riging ieVels g0 thgt they ars said
to have central JLsad poiitieal m.taculty Sy’s‘tems and (1i1) societies .
that na,vé $he claractsrish 5cw of botn (i ) and (J.i)

Chaiater_ 2 déa;ls with s~1ccessmn to political office and Chap~
er Y.with :ﬁ;e f;;na.ncing of trzdiitional rule. In Chapter 4, there
is & discﬁssion of émctions azainst sbuse of power, which are the
safe~guards and mechanisms deve]_-opedl bylltraditional sqc;eties to
institubionalize, maintalin a;o.d support traditional rule.
| Cha,pters 5 and 6 Idisauéé traditional rule under coloflia,lism
and after indepen!dénce respectively. Unde;: colonialism, a new
sociall éﬁé'r'emérged in which ”shere_ was an gttempt To define a new .
position for the ch;'.ef as a,‘:r-esul*o" of the forces of social ohange.
As Avhin puﬁs 1t Hegtern edu.c.atior.l, tht_a ne'f-.* distribution of wealth,
Christianity, and the emerging new ideas of the times helped _to
gtrengthen the leaders of the destoolment.movement' + These leaders
of the déstoohneﬁ‘b movement became more d;fnamicl and vocal in local
politics. durm,g the post colonial situation.

In Chapter 7, Kwame Arhin discussas the future of traditionzl
rule, and sivances arguments, oo the basls of the data so far analysed,
for and against the é,bolition of traditional rule. He concludes
by stating that “‘]}ra,di’sional rulers could ensure the future of their
office by geﬁ';in-g‘ themsslves freed from tTheir legal dependence on
$he central gwement , by taking steps %o ensure their financial

independence and by democratising their councils® (see p. 141).
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The book.is well weithen and sontains many useful ideas which

cen be debated by SohoLabs ani thie "genera,l resdiny public., From &

methodological point of Vle«', tra,dltlonal rule is operatlor‘aliﬁed o
in gpecific details but the author dwallg I;Jalnly on ch:l.efs as the
central figures in traﬁltlonal rule.

Kwame “Arhin ‘refers to the works of .earlier scholars who have
made ccontributions in this fleld notauly I"ensah Sarba,h, Js Qa.sely-Hayford,
R. 8. Rattray, M. Fortes, P. 1. Sarnon:v and N:L:L Ame,a Oilemi. .
¥wame Arhin's bock is“an 1mportant aﬁdluion to this bod.y aﬁ’ a,Vailable".
literature,. and it should be Daa:’t J.cu.lar,g helpful to Unlversn.ty
studentka in--the:Fa,cu.z.t_f of Socisl Stuiies, as *nll as tao ‘tﬁ.e 9eneral
resder who ig interesied in examining Jr.he i‘ oanﬁatlons of traditional

rule in JFhana.:

There are a few tygdgraplucal arrors sucn as "toles of Succeg
gion' which should redd 'Rules of Sv.cveaslon' (,aee Table of contents)
Also ¥r. B. N, Omaboe should have beer **1ven ‘lls 1ull ‘bradl'blOllal

title under his picture. ﬁ:.part from these mnor poxn‘hs, the book: .

dessrves oompendation,
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