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Introducticn

Changes in agricultural production techniques including the
introduiction of new crops and the growing of crops for sale have
bean noted as affecting the danand for various members of the
agricultural labour force in Africa. Boserup (1970) for instance
associntes a redistribution of fam work between the sexes with the
change from hoe to plough agriculture and the introduction of cash
crops. Allen (1965) diseussing agricultural changes including the
gpread of cash crmpping in Africa south of the Sshars, notes the
emergonce of g amall class of cgpitalist fammers whose distinguighing

feature ig their dependence on hired rather than family labour.

Boserup's detailed analysis of women'e role in nconomlc : .
development is probsbly the most comprehensive surveoy of po ssa.blx,
changes cecuring in the divigion of lsbour betweenr thoe sexes as a
rosult of agricultural changes. Apart from asSceiating female '
farming systems with hoe agriculturc md malc faming systems with
plough agriculfure, she hypothesises that nan plasy o more sigzificm‘b
role than women where cash crops are produced and where land sales
take place. She generaliscs that on farms growing cash crops the
women are substituted for by hired workers while they themsei*}es
concantrate on the caltivation of feod crops for ccnsmPtimf Whei'e
woman do agsist with the cash crops they are merely mpaid helpeors
on thelr husbmnd's famms. Boserup notes however the exceptionzl

case of the Yorubs cocoa farmers of Higeria amng whom the women
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are roported to demond payment for working on their husband!s
fams, and a nurber of studies which hove shown that in fact
wonenn often completc more than half the agricultural work even

in areas where cash crops are produced; because they frequently
work longer hours and have a higher rate of p.g,r‘bicipa'ti&ﬂ: thqn
the nen. Ottanberg (1959) reports a contrasting situation among
the Afikpo Tbe in Nigeria where the women wern: growing the now cmop,
cassava, for sale leéaving the men to ooncontrqte on the traditionazl
yam which was the pre«*’tlge CIop. B

In thls papcr, data on tiie uge and Org'aana'tl(Jn of farm _
1'3130113:', in pa:ctlcular women's lazbour, by a small rrumbor of cocoa
famers working at a fam ¢ Amp in Brong-phafo, thnl, a,re present.ed
w:xth a v1ew to locking 's.gg_ln at some of the po ssivle ch mgos Whlch
these prev:.ous studies have sugfrested follow the dcvelopnent of

cash crop agriculture.

The division of farm work between the sexcs in Ghans

For Gh_aﬁa_there are few._detailod studies of work rodes among
cash crop pxpd_u_ce.__r_su__ addo (1971 : 35), reporting generally on the
raral labou_:,_c_fcﬁ;fcé”notes that female 19_1?_0111* is a stabilising factor
in fam empléymeﬁf in meny rural areas. Rourke (1971 : 17) however
obgerves thmt B:oanrr Ahafo is one of the twe regions in Ghana where
nales predomlnﬂte significantly over females in the total popula;_b_;_t,qn,
ad presumsbly, in the labour force. Wagenbuur (1972) reporting m
the .organ;satlgn? of:work among lime famers in the Cantral Region
ob.serves that_ﬁives of male famers wirk primarily on food erops
which are nof.gmm for sale leaving the men to cncentrate on the
lime trees. Independent coeoa faming by women has however been
reported in Chana. Bedkett (1947) writing of Akokoaso, =n tkinm
village in the Eastem Replon, noteg that therc- ‘were 104 md@penden“t
female as against: ,103.1ma,1e famers althcugh the women had emaller
farms than the men. Hill (1962 : 278) reccnde that in New Jusben
md certain native pkinm asreas shout half the women were cocoa

farmera in their ow right.



There are than a number of sonevhnt contrasting reports on the
rle of the sexes in cash crepping. The main foaus of the present
peper is the contributiom of women in partieular to work on their
msbandst fams rather than their role as indepoendent pzducers.
Datz o actusl l=bour inputs on cocoa fnyme ovor = pericd of ‘;2
menths in 1972/73 are uc'edg Pathers wore' sei—ectx_d for study on the
basgisg of their W:L.'Llln;g’less to provide data over é,I,erlf\d of at lcast
- 12 oenths for a d(.'t"ﬁ.led cemonic survay of c“cwa, fa mmga. The total
sample included 14 male and 3 female indepondent cocoa farmers
operntih:r 17 heldings comprised of fams of different ages. Although
one of the femzles assisgted her husbamd o his bearing cocoa farmg,

her major concem was the developmant of her own sceparate cocoa farms.

The compositicn of the Isbour force m ceccog famgs

Dotails of the fype of hired labour used on coeoa farms I'a.re .
available claewhere (Rouvke, 1971). Hired lsbcurers cam be con-
veniently be divided into temporary md pemanant wexkers, the latter
being thise hired 4 = anrmual contract for cash and caretskers paid

a percentage of the crop haxvested in any one year.

Bxcluding the three women who farmed independently and the
caretakers and annual lobourers, the labour forxce cn the sampled
fams comprised 20 mzles and 21 femazles. If the hired workers are
included the males arce increased to 30. Although the wives of these
hired workers did assist at times with the harvesting of cocea pods
for instmce, they did not complete eny mejor tasks on the fams on
which their husbmds were working and could nct the_:__c_ef_c_)lf_g___p_gl__;;‘q_g_arded

a8 pemﬂnent agSistants in any sense.

On}.J twe famers recelved any contirmaoug help from :\dult
offsgarln{, one = denghter and one a son. Children of school age
were mostly attending school in their home %owng wnd therefore they

" also have little assistance on faxme aof this site. With the .



exception of the tw women wrking indeper'idently; the smallest work
grotllf of permment adult as_éistants other then hired workers was
two, damprising a man mid his _wii‘e. .Eigh;t of the fa._r.mers were
assisted by only one wife. The largest group of kinéﬁm working
together consisted of five adults, o nm, his three wives and a
nephew. A number of famers received ’c.emporary help frem other kin,
but as will be seen la.fef, their contribution fo work on famis was
minimal. " |

o Mthough all the wives were assisting on what mght essentially |
be called thelr mighand's fams, a mnmber had received or were
expecting to receive a portion of the land being cultivated, ox
expected $o reccive a separate plot which they themselves could
develop. Only one fawicr hafd sctwmally given his. three wives plots,. .
in this case.2«2. acres, which they thauselves were developing while
also agsisting their husband on his farms. Of the three women who . .
were working independently,- one was developing a 4 acre plct purchased
on her behalf by her husband; and she wrked only 6 days-m the
husband!s bearing fams over a period of.one year, whilst her
mshend worked one day on her farm. The second woman who h h=2 no
husbnd was working on 4 acres of lma provn.deu by her sin ﬂnd sbc _
received some direct labour from hin. The ‘t‘.hl:r.d had purchased her ;_'
farm money eamed by horsolf as a nurSe, and had hired an anmmal
labourer to be in c:harge.

Time budgets of members of thc 1abour fome

Actual contrlbutlms to work on fams can cnly be knov.n whcn o
lzbour inputs are recorded over tme. How nany da;ya m individual
can work on fams is detemined to a large extent by the other things
which he or ghe does. Taple 4 mdlcq’ces how husbands snd wives spent

their days over 12 months.



One important feature of the faming activities at Dominase
ig the general sbsence of separate food fams. All the 14 male
famers had young cocon fzrms on which food crops were grom for
congumrtim. In some caSes wives were sent home to plant food
crops on lma for which paynent for use did not have to be made,
and this partly a.ccounts for t&b“"émsmerable ancunt of tine spant
awzy fron Dominase by wives. In the case of hugbands, three also
had bearing fams - a.t hqfne, and part of their time gpent away from
Doninase was used fq'r'supervismg work on these fams during cocoa
haxvesting. Beckett (1947) reports that women and children worked
on average 58 a.c‘l"_.li';al days on the nen's fams but does not note how
nany days wives wrked @ their own fams. The only other cocoa
area for which detailed time budgweting data are available is that
reported for Yoruba cocoa famers in Nigeria (Galletti Baldwm
ad Dina, 1956). In this case, as already noted, wives are roported
to be mwilling to work an their msbmd's famsg without payment;
whereas the men spant 83 pexcent of their working time on food ad
cocoa farms (197 deys), their wives spent only 7 percent. Mogt of
the wive's Working time was spent pmocessing food mad fulfilling
.household tagks, 44 percent and 31 percent respectively (v, 298).
Food proceﬁmg is not a major feature of activities at Doninase,
but work in 'I;he Eastern Region sugrests that in clder egtablished
cocoa areas :Lt is a more inportant activity; we might therefore
expect o fmd a different pa,ttem of tine budgeting in these areas.

The oontmbution of mves to work on the lmsbmd's cocoa fa.ms,
although on alvera.g‘e lower than that of their hushands', indiv:.dually
ghowed gregtelr Va.rlatlon and m some cases exceaded that of their

husbends. Thi lowest nunber of days recorded as being spent by 3
wife m a l'msbend's fam over; '3. twelve nonth perlod wag 28 days,
and in this case the wife spent nay months in hospital owing to
difficult child births.- 'bhe lewest record for-any man wes-96-days. -



The hishest contrivution recorded for wives was 209 days vhich was
alsc the highest recorded for any male over the twelve month period.
Wives in pelygynous households contributed on average the same inputs

of labour to work on husband's farms as wives in monogamous houscholds.

Table 2 presents the seasonazl distribution of farm work by
hisbands ond wives at Dominase. Again, the amount of work completed
by both spouses whe actually went to fam is similar md is similarly
distributed throughout the year with the lowest nmnbe:n_:- of days worked
agppearing during the main cocon ha,rvesting. Seasti. '.T:-Iowever, the
average por female who actuslly went to fam was greater than the
averase for the males from Nover Yo April, a time when most of the
food c¢rops are planted cn farms. Again, the variatim between the
cantribution of the women can be seen from the difference in the
number of women whn actually went to farm in any one month. In no
month did all the females go to fam.

Table 1

Time budgeting of male cocoa famers and their spouses
over 12 months

_hetual total da_y_g_

setivities Males Femalos
n = 10 ] mn=15
Cocon fam woxrk 149 121
Other Farm work . 21 : 8
Other remunerative work 23 - 1
Other unpaid work | 12 ) 6
Sick/pregnant 21 56
ibsent from Dominase 66 80
Reat days i ™ - 83
Social @btivi*&ies at Dominaée__ 3 S 4
Total 366 366




Tal:le 2
Setusl Days vorked on lushand's fapn throwiout 12

nonthsa

- Hugband's , - Wives
11 U . o= 15
Totnd Days | Tot-l Han | dvorsge § Totzl | Tetal Lverace
Torked Forkins Daye pert Days Women  Pays per
Working | Worked | Working [Working
Male Fomman

Llay 146 11 1 13.3 ° 150 13 11:5
June : 136 R 1 1244 149 13 11.5
July 185 T 171 1 12 16.0
st 168% 11 1503 ( 13 13+5
Septenber 175 i1 (2 174 14 1244
Qetobor - 101 b 10 9.2 107 13 | 8.2
Loverber 79% g 7.2 115 12 9.6
Decerbor 91 9 8.3 1633 12 136

35 10 1263 91 6 1542

—~J N
> N

) 122 ot o Met o f 10 11 10.0
Maroh 138k . |- q0- 12,6 170 | 12 14e2
aprid 119 1 10.8 156§ 92 13.2

as Excludoes 4 famers and thelr wives whoe travelled t¢ work as
crop shere eavetskers over four menths of the year.

Bistribution of the lsbour force betweon fomms md tasgks - o @

The type of werk t bo cormpleted an cccon farms varies both

between ~nd. within -farms comtaining Hrees of different aeg. Within.

the first t_'.'?gl'\fO ronth 8 of oo = f;_?_I‘_F‘; (—}S‘I;;}Ej 11 S}'\J‘_jgr]_‘ts 24 perea t of the
total tine spont woxking is used for planting snd horvestin mothe major

gshade crop pl;nntnj_n s cther food itans, whereas on famg aged 13



monthe uwntil they are fully bearing, 5.3 percent of the tinme is
gpent on these activities, and 1ess than one whole day on fully ¥
bearing farms (Okali, 1973) Most of the food crops planted m
. 'the fa.ms mcluded in the survey were congunmed by the production
2roup ltself oy taken to home todns for other family members. If
women are still largely concexned with producing food for consumption
we m:.g;ht therefore expect to find differences in thelr contribuiion
to work on fams _"of aiffarent azes. The way in which all the various
" Beibers of 'the"lébmr force di.striTJﬁted. their farm working hours
between clifferenf fams %8 given in Table 3. Both gpouses gpent
the lar_gest proportion of their time o first year famms, similarly
other female manbers of the husband's kin groups. Vomen did not
gpend ag much time as thé nan on fams 13 months fo full bearing and .
were 4o some extent subgtituted for by hired labourers on these farms,
Wives in particular however spent a large propoxtion of their time on

full bearing fams.

Tahle 3

Time budaeting of mambers of the lsbhour forece between
cocoz farms of different ame

% Totzl tine spen‘t on_ farms

Labour Force Male Male Wiveg  Female. 'I_-Iired O'bherb Care-  fnnual
Famer kin kin labcur  famers takers lsbourd
Fzxms
NOWTHS -
112 3641 30.7  42.3 8441 27.3 2.8 62 994
13 Months to0 '
Full Bearing 27.6  15.5  19.3 3.0 46.0 - 3.2 0,2 -
Full Bearing ' ' :
Famms (Famer 214 43:5 311 12.9 13.7 3144 1.9 -
in charge)
Full Bearing ) '
Farms (Hired 1448 10. 3 7.3 - 13.0 62.6 91.7 0.6
caretaker in
charge)

a) Includes lszbourers hired on 2 daily basis and thoSe hired m eontract. Ior a
detailed discusgsion of the types of hired lsbour available for work on cocoa
fams see Rourke (1971). .

b) Other fammers' refer to nei




If we look at the way in which husbands and wives spent their
time on particular tasks on different fams there is some evidence
of task specialisation (Table 4). The work requiring most inputs
on all farms was weeding, and both hushbandg and wives spent a larae
proportion of any faming time completimg this.task. On all: famms
weoding starts in May and® from May 6 October is the mijr task to bo
complete_ad,_;;_-x;- Simzl.l‘fa:rly, -during harvesting time on bearing fa,mg ?-t;here
1s little competition between tasks and both husbands mad wives are
ahl_c—i‘.-.j_to sp:-md a large proportion of any time spent on famms hawvesting.

Tsble 4

Bercentage distxibution of spouses' time between tasgks on
cocoa famms

Tasks Bugbands . Tives

I\ B o A B ¢
Planting food other than i ) ) '
Plating Plamtain 4.0 - - 12.8 - -
Flanting Gocoa 3143 5e 2 - 16471 1144 -
Weeding 33-5 8.6 24.7 37.1 631 33.4
Land (learing 15.3 - - 7.0 . -
Harvesting Goooa . - 8.7  31.7 S~ 12,7 30.6
Other Maintenamce - - 27.4 - - 6.7
Drying Geoa - - 11.3 - - 8.0
Other ‘ - 1.5 - . 15 0.1
Total 100.0 00,0  100.0 100,0  100.0 100,0

4 Fams 1-12 monthe B Famms 13 menths to full bearing
C Full bearing farms.
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Table 5 presents the data in g slightly different way. Here
the importance of different members of the agriculiural lsbour
force for completing varicus tasks isg indicated. Bxtreme specia-
ligation may mesn that some jobs are not completed at all. Howevern,
few tasks are completed entirely by oe type of labour, which is partly
a reflection of the total time tzken {0 complete a particular job, ana
partly a reflection of the extent fto which certain Jobs are seasmn=l.
For instance on first year famms tasks involving planting food and
cocos are all completed v&ithin a similar time period. A large pro-
portion of all work during the first twelve months is completed by
naembers of the farm famiiy although the situation obvicusly varies
according to 'thg gize o;‘ the farm. The la.;'gest' Inlewl fa.rm cleared
during the surirey period was 8.5 acres, the average 2.2. With a peak

- - labour requirement on all young farms of 13 daye per acre in the three

months vf Februaxy, Mach and fpril, even excluding the work on food

¢rops other than plantain, some alditional labour is obviously

necessayy unless the family labour force is large (Okali 1973). Women
were however more responsible for planting and haxvesting food than
were the men, partieularly during this first year of pianting, and on
bearing fams, and the men for felling trees and plenting cocoas Fam
maintaiance operations other than weeding are alse largely the
regpnsibility of the famer himself whereas clearing of new fams is
almost entirely completed by hired workers. Looking at the division
of labour between wives, Imsbands =nd other kin, it is only the less

. _time consuming tasks which are particularly speclalised.

Summary and Discussion

The main foous of this paper has been.the contribution which
" various members of the agricultural lsbour force, in_par't;icular _
wivesg, make to work on cocoa farms. From the sample it was shown that
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taking labour of relatives alone; both sexes were almost equally
represented althcap;h when all members of the pemsent lzbour force
in the ssmplé are takaa togethe::;,_mqle p’lrthlpiltlm is greater then
female.

Al'thouzg}r'BUsémp*ﬁﬁ’{‘f}) “refErs £ wﬁmm woxking on thelr msgband's
faxmg, in the 31tuat1un described herey, some of the woman do expoct to
-peceive p-:r’s—af-—the:—fams, BBeit™s amall one, mad both SpOU-SGS spant
on average a large proportion of their wrking time on the s=ame cocoa
farms, Imsbands 73 pexcent, and wives 83 percent, which contrasts
B‘l’.rongrly with the situatlon described for. Nlmna {Galletti, Baldwin
and Bma,. 1956) It was noted howc,fver that there was oonslderable
variation in mputs among wives and in their contributionthroughout
the year. IFf only wives who actually worked were considered, it was
shown that their cmtrlbu'blon in terms of actual days they went to i‘a.rm.
was often greater than tha't of their hugband.

Since the type of woik' t¢ be completed on cocoa famms varies
congidersbly cver the 1ife of the tree, partimlarly with ré's'p'é“&]? 1o
-fooderopping, data am the extent to vhich various mambers of the
dabour force spent their time on .pa.rtiwla,r tasks were uged to
Anvestigate the contention that women spend time growing food crops
for congmmption while misbands concentrate on cash crops. From the
data, it was demonstrated that zlthough .?‘.o-me division of labour
between tasks was evident; particularly when a number of tasks hed
to be completed during the same time period or when tasksg took little
time to oomplete,' there was considerzble work sharing. Tasks which
in any case required intensive labour inputs took a large part of éll
‘{ime spent on farms of all workers regardless of whether they
specialised in other tasks: Although all members of the family
completed a larme proportién of wérk on ycﬁng- farmms, women did tend
te complete more of the wrk of focd cropping. Finally, although
hired labsuz was. uged.on farms, there wasmo-evidencs to supgedt that
it was used as a substitute for Temale labour on cocoa fams as a Whole.
On bearing farmg, hired carctakers substitute hoth for the famers
and their relatives.
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Table 5

Pagksg leted by members of the labour force on_cocog
fams of different ases

_ Preportion of total woxlk
Fenale Hired® Other Care- nnmasl

-

.. Male

Laboug _ Pamer gy~  WVes g4y Labour Fawmers takers Labouz
~ear One
(Learing 835 - - - 915 - - -
Telling 33.1 3¢9 5e 6 - 57.4 - - -
vaming/Apam - 32.3 4.0 32,2 - 22,0 - 9e5 -
Flanting Cocoa 46.9 8.6 30.5 1.0 3.7 - 6.6 2.7
ilaating Plantain  15.9 2.2 64. 4.9 0.8 - 8.8 363
Planting Food T ) ’ )

cYops 22.4. 7.8 46.9 6.6 13.0 - 1.8 1.5
dorvesting Food 19.9 4.0 50,0 19.0 1.8 - - 5. 3
Tfeeding 19.2 6-9 26 8 602 3000 - 404 6. 5
“iaking Traps 52.6°  15.6 - - 31.6 - - -
Al Tasks 25.6 6.4 31.4 4e5 23.0 0.1 4.9 A1
13 Manthg o il Bearing
¥laating Cocoa 24.3 152 39.1 143 20. 1 - - -
Planting Plantain - - 100,0 - C - - - -
vianting Food 44.6 - 45,0 - 6.4 - - -
Tarwesting Food 23.3 8.4 42.2 - 26. 4 - - -

Treeding - 239 3.2 143 0.4 579 - 0.3 -
Upraying 46.4 26:8 26.8 - -~ - - -
Yther Maintenance 100.0 - - - - - - -
Hamwesting Cocoa 29'.8 T 19.6 32.9 - - 18,0 -
;11 Tasgks 25. 6.0 19.4 0.4 47.6 143 0.3 -
il Beaving Faymg
Plating Food 62.7 12,7 22,2 2.5 | - - - -
Harvesting Food 7.8 4.0 86.0 - 2.3 - - - -
Teeding 6.3 6.5 11.2 - 24.5 0.6 50. 5 -
Other Maintenance 59. 8.6 18.1 - 2.9 - 14.0 -
Ha.rvesting Cocoa 10-2 5-8 12+ 2 _ 1.2 - 3?02 33.0 -
Dxying cocoa/ ) ’ ’ o ' '
carrying 9.0 13.8 17.9 1.0 0.4 1.2 56,7

£11 Tasks 121 7.6  14.2 0.7 10.2 - 13.4 41.8

-} Tncludes labourers hired on a daily basis and those hired on contract'.
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