4 NOTE ON RESEARCH IN TROGRESS: "OMEN IN SOCTAL &ND
ECONOMIC CHANGEM

Dy

Pmdence A. Berger#

In November of 1975, I begmn social anthropologieal research
work on the economic activitices and life situations of rural fken
wonen  in Ghana.. The research project is cne of five similar area
pro jects included in a wider comparative proJject at the Depariment
of Social Enthropology, University of Stockholm, Sweden. The pro-
jects have a shared methodological framework, which aims ultimately
at generating hypotheses on the nature and bases of women's partici-
pation in social and economic life in five countries in Africa,
Europe, and Latin America. The area pivject in Ghana has been
eranted affiliation with the Institute of African Studies, Legon,
and has received the aid md eooperztion of several researchers
fmm that ad other departments at the University of Ghma.

The rela'hive lack of social scientific research material on the
roles snd acktivities of women in Ghana, as in other Vest Africm
societies, hag begm 10 be corrected 10 a certain extent in recent
Years. However, attentim has primarily been directed to only
very few categories of West African women. One of these categnries
ig the most visible one of wmen as traders. 4nother category that
hag only recently received the attention of researchers is compriged
of galaried urban women and women belmging to the eCucated elite in
West African societies. Yet another category of women which is at
least as economically important as traling women, and certainly
nore rumerically significant than the slite, educated catesory of

¥Ingtitute of African Studies, Legon.
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wmen, has nonétheless received far less atientin than it dezerves
op is reqired by the current urment sccio-economic statc of
affairs choracteristic of most countrie.s, the cconcmieg of which
arc based on na-industrialized agricultural production. This
catepory is made up of rural wonan, almost all of whom are actively
emgagési in agricalture or in other primary economic activities such

2s fishing and gathering.

The presant project is an attempt to eontribute o the cone-
struction of a sound basis for much-needed further research by
eXxtengively mapping out the consgtruets of social md coonomic
realities for a suall number of women in Ghsna. It is to be noted
that thig research is net for the purpose of velidating or reﬁ.tting qY
pre-formilated hypothesis or theory cmceming women's roles in
Ghma's scelal and edonemic gy stems, 1.'.)1;&‘1': aimg at the goneratim of
grounded hypotheses from field data, by identifying empirical areas
of behaviour and¢ attitude in temis of which the life situations of
the women studied are patbemed.

This progress r(‘-:fport is merely m attempt to system=tize md
document my research activities =md {0 order some of the thmshts
aid ideas I have about the research at this stage in my work. Ais
such, =md because rescarch is gtill iIn proceress, any, indeed all, of
the ideas expressed herc mist be considered as inconclusive, probsbly
b ject to modificatim, md in any event incomplete.

In additim to perusal of literature and other axrchival
document s relevant to different aspects of the research topic, active
field research has been atarted in a mral towmm of sbout 4,000
inhabitants near Domas~Ahenkre in westem Brong-ihafo. The populatimn
is almost entirely Domaa~ikan, descendmis of a group of emigrants
from pkwamm, who left the Eastem Region sbout thres-md-a-half
centuries agp, and those they incorperated on the way to Dommaa
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Digtriect. The first two months in the field were spat in om-
dueting a censug survey in me of the four military-ocum-descent
detemined "quarters™ of the towm (mnd incidentally the one in which
I am resident when in the town) to obtain basic factual infomation
abmt occupatimal structure for men and women, the range of econcmic
activities for 2ll inhsbitmts above the age of 5 years, the extent
of fomal educatim, fertility, rosidence patterms, marital obliga-
tims, marital carcers, polyayny, property and its acquisitim (of
fmmovesble, and moveable but durable items), land use, physical
mobility pattems, kinship networks, kinship obligations, female-
female relationships, male-famale relationships, =nd use of household
md more public space by men and womens, This quarter ecomtains M
structures, 42 compaunds mnd agbout 600 inhsbitants. Number of
Yhougeholds® ig more difficult to determine as I shall retum to
below.

Remaining field time has been =nd continues to be sgpent in

completing md correcting details of infomation elicited from the
Initial cansus survey, collecting individual life-phase hiatories,
and the collection of etlnogrsphic data m the town, Domaa Digtrict,
ad the district, regimal, and natimmal economic, politieal and
sodial grstams, as well as the intematimal economic structure in
so far as it affects the movements, ideas, and possibilities of the
tom's inhabitants, for example in the organizatim of cocoa pro-
duction znd marketing, the agricultural production of foodstuffs,
and the reglisation of persomal ambitimas.

In gpite of the sbove~mantimed reservations and the fact that
compilation gnd analysis of quantitative data from the initial census
gurvey is as yet incomplete, 1t is yet possible to state here some
of the indications I have thus far perceived in my data which may be
of interest to othera. With regard to ccoupatimal stmictures for
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men and wma, and %o range of ceonomic activities, there is a clear
indicatia that tho yarighy of goods ~ service - or cash income-
bringing e.cfivity is greater for men tha for women, i.e. thay have
more to choose from, ~nd that the rmge of such economic activity at
any one time is greater but less. constant aAnd reliable, witl'lx'e.ach
giving sualler yields for the individual woman than for the individual
man. This statenent requires further explmatiom. Wether in ros-
ponse to what work do you doT" or to more explicit mmnerated'_
Ghanaim gociety in gaeral, mmd to the skan and the town calture in
particular (see below), men were sble to reply oocos fammer, famer
of foodstuffs, poultyry farmer, palmwine tapper, fitier, store-keeper,
carpenier, labourer o m agricultural plantation, -school teacher,
driver, driver's mate, reverue officer, clerks in'va..ricus disgtrict
offices, policeman; goldier, weavey, magson, kols buyer, apprentices
of various sorts, as well as holder of numerous traditional and
religions titled offtices, etc., either molely, or more.of'bm, in
addition to their activities. In respmse to the gmeral questiamn
fwhat work do you do?%, woman ofi.':al replied ™aenye hwee". NOthing.
4lthough in respase tc how they satisfied  their needs for (1) food,
(2) cloth md more expensive items of jewellzy, (3) cash, (4) medicine,
(5) meeting fmeral expanges, (6) tools, (7) school foes for offspring,
and (8) "eto-kete" or niscellanecus amall but necessaxy items such
ag8 soaps, pomades, taloum powder, razor blades, chewing sticks,
gponges, hair—plaiting\threa:,d, footwear, costume jeweliry, head-
kexchiefs, stoxnge boxes for personal belengings, blouses, make-up,
lamps or _candlea, towels, kerosene, etc.1 they were of course able

to give mawers which more clo'_sely_ approximated their almogt ceaseless
activity and labour. deen. were zble to reply fammer , scamstress,
marginal or sometime trader; collector (of firemod.,‘ m'é,ilé; fruits
and non-cultivatoed food items, otec.), palm~wine seller, in addition
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to faming and domestic activities, with most women combining

most of these aptivities almost constantly. TIn addition adult
women received material and cash money aid from matrikin, husbands,
sometimes female rélatives of Imsbands, and children to a greater
extent than adul+t men. TWomen still residing in the town were never
once able to give a salaried position of whatever kind as one of
their occupations, though for a few absent famale kin who had .
migratéd. to more urban settings, wvague referance was made to the
effect that they were working in some kind of salaried position.
Most fenale migrants Sean to have left "to go with" their husbands,
or for young giris (as well a8 young boys) under some fostering
arrangement, A few adolescent girls were away being fostered and
serving as maidservants to older fémale, both kin and non-kin.

Males were on the whole more highly fomally educated than
women, al though tentatively, reservation is made here for tradi-
tional education in temms of expertise, training and #kills not
acquired in organized school fomn. Boys had a lower school inter-
ruption rate than girls. T am 28 yet unable to say anything about-
the qality of fomal Schooling females and males receive. Ferbi~
1ity was in general found to be rather high, being near the natichal
average of 64 children (1ive births) per woman ever having ‘given
birth. An interesting point is that there is a slight indication
that women having children Seem to be slightly more likely to have
been given a share of land or of z cocoa fam by husbands than
women without children, though I zm as yet unable to say anything
shout the significance of number of children or the sex of those
children to immoveable properxty acquisition by meens of gifts.

A8 regards sleeping arrangaments, men most often had an entire
room to thamselves, married men invariably so, sleeping there alone
except when visited by their wives. Women whether married or not most
often slept together with a number of other women and young children.
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Both older men -=nd older wonen had a number of amall children md
young pecple sléeping with tham. Young wnmarriod men sometimes
shared rooms with other yomg unmzrried men. "Male? rooms wore
dedidedly leas ocmgested thaﬁ "female® rooms. Resgidence for presently
marricd persons was mestly duolocsal except for the cansidernble
mislin component (whether polysmous or not, mnd whether Akan ox not)
of the survey for thoge staying mostly in the town. Althoupgh it
geens that for those staying part or mch of the time in nearby and
associated faming villages, the tendency is for mmogzmously married
msbmnd nd wife to co~reside while at village oven 1f they live
duolocally in the tow. T have as yet little infomntion an residence
at village for polygmously married persong. Strong kinghip ties,
polygmy, lack of places for a potentially necolocal couple to move

10 in a setting where houses are mostly family-omed and family-
disposed structures,; lack of funds en the part of the man to pay

rant for anew place 0 live e¢ven if there were my, md habit, all
meke duoloeality the most feasible residential ma,ri.tal arrangemont.
In the few caSes in which a man and his wife or wives (the latter
was oxhibited by muslims aaly) co-resided in the samo compound,

fewer still were noted in which na md wife actuslly occupied the
gsame yoom m a full~-time baziss Interestingly, although muglims

wha married invoriably co-regided in the same compound whether
polygynously married or not, few of the married couples who co-

resided in the same room were muslim.

Polymmy, either in its nore orthodex form oxr in Its just as=
instituticnalized but less fowmmaliged varimmts of "friendships™ =nd
Touteide wives® e be 2aid 1o be nearly ubigquitous, with fomalized
polygynoug marriages about half of all present marriages. In addi-
tion, the number of socially-recognized and socially valid "outside"
marital alliances for which incomplete or no marriage ceremmics Were
perfomed, brings the total of actual "fomalized" polygymous
maxriages somewhat higher. Both men md women who were presently or
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ever had bean married, commonly had histories of several marriages.
Men, mce married, tend to remain in a married state, with interxvals
between different wives being short or nam-existent (due to polysgmy),
whereas woman commanly exhibited marital careers vhich camtained me
or more longer intervals of being unmarried betwesht succesgsive unims.
There is @ indicatim that older mon and women retum to an unmarvied
gstate, though this tendency is decidedly leas marked for men than for
wonai. In any case, I found no case of an older man having to fend
for himself whereas there are several of older women having to do so.

Women did not inherit wealth in property in land =nd houses and
titled offices as often as men, though as regards rooms in houses
distribution by sex is more even. Then women did acquire immoveable
property in land, housSes =nd rooms in houses through inheritance,
they did so primarily from other women 28 mothers, mothers' sisters,
and owi sisters, and occagionally fram fethers. However, for
immoveable property that was not self-acquired, women scem usually
to have had to rely @ the godwill of usbads or male matrikin,
who granted them sich property as gifts, or as a token of thanks
for lmg and faithful sexrvice md support instesd of remmefa.tion
or rightful gain through inheritance. Men an the mhole possessed
more self-acquirved property thm women in tems of immovesble
property, and moveable but durable property, though this éta.tement
ig @alified, for women's self-acquired property was alsc generally
different as to kind from men's self-acquired property. Cultural
values tamporarily asgide, men's gelf-acquired property generally had
a greater money-exchange value than women's.

There does not seem to be sexual segregation in tems of iype
of famn worked as hag been noted by researchers in some cther aress,
a8 women here are engaged in both food faming amd cocca faming.
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However, several points are worth noting here. For women, food

cropsa s;re often cngh crops as well, Women ag wives and dapghtoers

are often the primaxy, if not the only, source of labour for their
haghands Pnﬁ_pai‘ents, snd are often rermerated with food crops

wvhich they consume or sell for cash. Also, few men faxm only food~
stuffs, whereas mmy women &o so. The number of men who own usufruct
rights to 1and is far larmer than the number of women whu do so, mnd
the size of male holdings in 1anéd exceeds that of femade holiings,
although the proportim of women in faming is greater than the
cbrrespmdiﬁg proportim of men. omen alsc tond to cmtinue to

farm langer thon men, indeed it is not weomnon for older women in
their seventies to po to fam more freqently than eithormen (of
any age) or younger vrmen, :d to remain at fam for lmpger hours.
The retum for male agrlcultural labour geems to be more tmizible mnd
greater than for women who often co_n‘br:l.bv.te their labour on farms for
little and/or delayed remm eration. Women in cocoa faming usually
work m 1and that is not their own, md wmen are most oftan dependent
upon their husbmnds or cccasimally their male matrikin, for the
establishmat of their ow properties in lmd for Loth food and cocon
production. Ma inherit 1land as has been noted above, c¢r they receive
a ghare from fathers before his death, or they pul_t:hzzse or hire
uasafruct rights to 1and.  Women mostly receive Ima B;S gifts from
high=nds, from mothers or other female m'x,trikin, or thoy have Mgone
to begt for usufruct rights, m the mdomtmd_}rg th—d: they can be
"sacked® from the land whanever the owmcr decides he nééds it. Both
men and women alsc famm on an gbusa sharecropping basis, for married
couples sometimes as a init. Few hizre labourers to help them work
their land. Of those hiring lapourers, women hiring in their own

right were by far in the minority.
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The amount and kind of kinship and domestic obligatians women
are subject to, appear to restrict their physical mobility 4o =
greater degree tha worrespanding obligstions do for men. Both men
ad women geem to have comgiderasble kinghip oblipgations which for
married persons reflects an prestation on behalf of one another. For
men these cbligations tend to be realized in tems of material

contributions, for women in temms of time and lsbour input.

Both female-female and male-femgle relationships seem to be
franght with tension and speculation, the formsr primarily because
of cimpetition, the latter because of sexuality, either potential
or realized. PFinally, I find that women spend most of their waking
time eithexr on their farms, within or in close proximity to enclosed
oompmmés ~ either their own or scmeone élaes - or going to or
coming from these places, while men appear only sporadically within
componds, and spand most of their waking time either ow their famms,
at the crossroads, on the verandahs facing the main street, in the
main street itself, on the benches of the palm-wine dispensary in
the main public square outside the palace, or going to- or coming
from these places.

I deem it necessary to say an additimal werd about residential
or "staying® arrangements in the tom. For purposes of the canmus
survey, infomation was ocolleeted by visiting each compound within a
gtructure, and after asking about the person who was in charge of the
house (fie wurg) who was sometimes different from the nominal house-
ower, snd sometimes different again from the person responsible for
paying the ammual house revenue, I asked ~ tgking room by room — gbout
the people gleeping in the room concemed, and the person (or persns)
tc whom the room "elonged™ - i.e. the person who had the right to
decide how the room was to be digposed of in the event of hig or her
absence; the person who had the right to keep the key and take it with
her or him on going out of the compound. Bach interview was completed
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by asking how thoese who usnally slept in the compound actually used
the compound: for sleeping, for eooliing, for eating, for Hathins,
Wfor evaryining vlge", l.e. for storage of personal items, for prasing
tine not spent in any specific work activity. *Uso® patfems tock a1l
nogsible permut-tims, egpecially for many women who did nuye things
in mnre differant plaoces thon most man, which makes it difficult o
asy mything ghout the structure of Yhouscholds® at this peint. Most
often » woman was considerad to be a member of her mothor's houschold
or compound, or of the houschold or eompound in which she cocked..

But as thig wag somebimes due % Inck of kitchen space in mother
compound, this does not sy very much. Mogt oftan, although compound
members sgharaed the compound for sleeping purposes aly, food-nrovisiac
md food-consumption networks colld be, and oftan were, different

for each momber. pite possibly, "hougelxld® ecither as m empirical
or an analytiecal concept may not he particularly relevent just herce.
Commonly women (who were the more mobile as regards nightly omjugsl
vigiting), usually slept in one compound, but cooked, ate, and bnthed
in ancther, or slept in cne compeund (mrtemal) cooked in =ncther, md
ate and bathed and Wgigyed® in yet mmother compound, or slept and
conked and bathed in one  compound but ate and "stayed® in asnother.:
Muslim "houscholds® em be said to be more ezaily definced in that

- most often, women peffomed most of their activities in o zingle
compormd, and in those cages whoere they conked elsewhere beenuse of
lack of adequ?.te'ki‘ils'chm space, cocking was the only activity perfommed
outgide of the "sleeping® compound. Tomen most often cooked for and
gseant food to abt least 2 and sometimes more different compounds, to
hugbamds md matrikin who ate in Aifforent compounds, md meny man
received food from 2 or 3 ind sometimes more different henrthy -

from wives, sisters, mothers, and wives - or sisters-of-friends.
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As regards cansus interview mechsnics, census interviews were
conducted in Twi, by myself for simpler questims, and with the help
of two accompanying assistats, 1 male, 1 femele, when my own lin-
gistic Twi threshold was oxceeded and explanations in mswers to
questions became intricate and detziled. ‘o were refused entrance
tc one stmecture. Data for two others has yet to be completed.

It might perheps be in order 1o say 2 cantious word here asbout
the relative gituntions of men and women in the town over time from
the data already collected. Again, indications perceivedare neces-
sarily somewhat speculatory at this stage. Nevertheless, I fool that
the data collected so far iz scund enough to permit careful specula~
tion. Parther research including attitudinal and impressiaal as well
as8 factual responses, complemanted by my own observ:a,ticn_s will hopefully
yield more reliable infomatimn as to the extent to which these indice~
timg obtain.

The northem half of Dommaa Digtriet is popul_ated primarily by
the &escerxdants of a group of emigrants, the core of which left
Mewanufie nenr Akosombo in the Bastem Region some three or four
centuries ag after s succession dispute. Their mi@atozy mute took
them over Nyanawase near Naswam, Kentenkreso near Koforidua
Eumawi, Asumegys, Suntreso near Kumasi, Bomaa, Duzyaw Nkwanta, up o
Bondouku in Gyamsn, Ivory Coast, back to Chiraa, Abesim smd then
finally to Dormaa Digtrict ~ first to Wamfie where they met a group
of migrant Denkyirs, to Ammagu and to Domaa-Ahenkro (Pam). At all
these major stopping places, new followers were incorporated and old
ones were left behind. Departure from mest places seems to have been
precipitate due to power conflicts and civil wars between constant
realiging Akan sub~groups. In additim, the northwestem portim of
Domaa District (now Pamu-Borekum Forest Reserve) was oocupied by
independent group of Asenan or Asmeau Akan migrants from Ivoxy Coast
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in the late 17th Carxtury. For most of its migration, the Dommaa
group segms t¢ have either been wmier the aforeed overlordship of
Lgentc or in the process of rebelling agmainst that overlorighip.
Relations between the Dorman and Asantce scem o have voecillated
between mutually respectful if somewhat reluctant and suspicious
association, md outright conflict. Protected by their reputation
of beins fierce Jkwwm warricors, =nd by 2 strong militarr orgmiza~
timn, the Jomaag claim that they were never really beatem by Asante
and chose o quit the battlefields with honour, fishting forces and
mling cims as intact as possible whaever they were betrayed or it
seemed as If Asante military might temporarily had gained ascendancy.
Henece the long migratian. Although thay of course share mich with
other Akan sub-groups, notably the Ashanti, the Akuapam and the
Bransg, the Dommaas emphasize the fact that their common history
gives than a certain degree of culiural c'listinctlesé.

The oxganization of moat towmns in Northem Doxmaa District, as
in most other Akan areas, still reflects a military a,rralga:imt, with
the chief's pzalace at the crosswafs and his wing chiefs md
lieutenants immediately beyond and surrownding it (o that they could
be quickly surmoned in time of need) and with the remainder of the
populace at the periphery. In addition, there were muard outposgts
and Imting camps begymd settlament hoiders. This military orgmisa~
tHam reflected & essentially and almost exclugively male politiecal
power structure, and sexnal segregatim of other roles md duties was
subgeqantly nearly complete in other aspects of life as well., Mem
end women occupied mutually exclusive wmiverses which geem ncnetheless
to have bean essentially complamantary to one mother instead of e
being superordingte to the other. Althousgh mogt men were probably
not actively engaged in war most of the time, it was'probably net a
very secure time, especially for the male milers, who especially were
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thege centuries that the matrilineal prineciple received its greatest
solidifying impetug. Mothers and gisters of chiefs might have had 2
slightly better chance of surviving holocansts, =d no matter what
horrors they were subjected to in times of war, offspring would
invarizbly be royal, ad property would not be alienated. Titled
offices wexe military offices and as such were not the propexty of
wmaen. The aly exceptiog were of course the Queen Mother and the
fanale lineage elder, reminders that although kings and chiefs were
also commanders-in-chief of great amices, they owed their kingship =and
offices to degscent. So political power, already patriarchic, nepotie
and theooratic, becauso it had also become largely indistinguvishable.
from military power, was also largely lmobt.a:i.nable by women.

As far az ecamomic activity is oonecemed, it seems women work
most oi‘ the eoconomic gystem, certainly loeally, =nd they also made. -
up a considerable portim of those involved in lag-distamce trade.
Markets were manned more than they were womanned ~ the influx of
vonen who traded in commodities other than foodstuffs or crafts in
markets being a consequence of colonialisn. and, as men traded in
fach items a3 g0ld and slaves =nd more cogtly mnd prestigious items,
no doubt greater profits were realized by men as a group than by
women on the economic front was greatly augmented by the bargaining
powér they also pcisaessed, in Yewms of kinghip, as keys to political
power for men and as determinants of social riggh'ta md Jjural
status for everyone. The control of women's labour seems % have
bean largely in the hands of their families prior to marriage, and
in the hands of Iusbands subgequent to marriage, dbut as their
activitics were absolutely vital to the functioning of the commmity
and their well-being was to be assured, damughters and wives were
provided as independent means of taking care of thawselves. Rights
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in 1mad were accorded to wonm on an equal basis with their brothers,
and becanse agriculiure ma collecting activities were almogt exciu-
gively in the hands cf women, they ~lso were provided sufficient

1mad #c work by their hugbands upon marriage.

The conception of "traditional® (pre-colmial) ik soclety
being made up of 2 grmup of individuals who were all, except for
the chiefs, bnsically equal in terms of citizanship md soc¢ial and
political rights In an orgy of commumalism ig subject to some modi-
ficatim I find. There were milers, comoners, and slaves, differon-
tiated from cne another and zmong themselves by definitims of
cconomic Ametims and pogsession of political powers While this
society was by no means a class-based society in Buro-imerican teums,
1t was nonetheless very well stratified. jnd while no condition
seems to have been conceived of as pemment, and gifted and hard-
working individuals met few barriers tc¢ their upward mnd outward
strivings, antecedents were and are neverthelegss still meticulously
kept tract of. This was snd is particularly so in the case of weman
from whom dsscent ig reckoned. The 17th, 18th md 19th centuries saw
the incorporation of many persong of servamt and slave gtatus into
Doman gociety, as in other Akan groups. Men gorved as lsbourers
on the l=nd (remember tkan men did not work the la.nd), gometimes
even being grented caretskership of consgidersble parcels of land,
a8 well as being given the sisters of their masters as wives in
retum for services rendered and in order to keep landed property
from being alieated. Male servants algo represonted thelr masters
in ‘the market~plaoces. Uomen served as dumestic gservants and become

wives and mothers of Akan mane.

Differentiation betwean women in terms of mucestxy iz still
tangible, and even viaible ammmg older women in the town, with many
older female indigumes not having pierced ears while older fanzles
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who gtarted thelr histoxy in the tom 4s servats or slaves have
holes in their ears. A common theme in sucoessian and inheritmoce
digputes in the town tums m the alleged illegitimaqy of one of

the disputants claimg becmusée of his reputed slave orig'ﬁls- A1l this
is leading up to 2 statement of the observation that - ideals of
Rousgsemia romenticiam to the contrary — everybody was not equal in
traditional Dormaa dkan society, nor even approximately so as regards
exercise of politiecal power and in temms of social rights and popular
conception. BEconomic power an the other hand was moxe within the
reach of most people and there seemz to De sownd reason for believing
that approximate equality in eomomic tems was indeed realized.
Women as a group exhibited great differences among themselves (as did
men) both oonceptually and in tema of social rights by birth. They
were on the whole, however, at least as economically assertive and
influential « 1f indeed not slightly more so, and recomised as such -
than men a8 a groups On the other hand, in tems of amthority and
excrelse of political power, women as a group were decidedly mib-
ordinate to men as a group.

“ind what zbout now? Tell, saceinetly put, women in the ‘o
geem to be losing grownd in terms of power, =nd on more fronts then
previously, as eurrently their traditimal sconomic assertiveness
is greatly curtailed, =md the depgree of independent economic activity
is lesg. Another main trump card, reliznce on matrikin, is made moxe
difficult by haxd economic times faced by almost everybody these days.
Wereas women used to receive anly supplementary or supportive aid _
from lugbands =nd matrikin, they are now most oftem véxry definitely
gupported and almost completely econcmically dependent an men and
matrikin to a degree (uite distressing to themselves. ‘The independent
ineomes which women previously could expect to keep for thamselves,
they are now forced to ocontridbute mcreaaingly -deficient food and
domestie budgets.
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Schamatically, Iwonld say that women's general situatia, as a
congequance of thelr weakened economic situation, can be represented
a8 relative to ments thualys

Traditionall Now

Ecatomically szme t greater weaker
Politically: weaker gtill wosker
- authority
« decisions

conceming others

than herself
Socially approximately same weaker
Comoeeptual ly game to greater weaker

In additim, there is also ourrently considersble emotional
distress experienced by both men snd women in féeling\s of expressed
dissatisfaction and inseaurity. For women, however, this emotimal
mweasiness geems to different implioatims than for ma, and may have
far more dire congequences, as women as a group contimue %o be forced
t0 base assertiveness on, fulfill social oblipgations in tems of,
and realize econdmic aspirations by memne of confining their actims
mstly to s emotimal gsphere.



84

AFPPENDIX I
CaNSUS INTERVIE. SCHEDULE I

(B asic Qnestion S)

=~ House number
-~ PFie Wara (if not huilder of structure, how acquired from
original fie wara, and relaticonship to her/him)

- who pays revenue?

- Occupmts (gleeping):

!

name, parents names, from where?

- ethnic group if not Aksn from hexe

- age

- how she/he uses the compound

~ what they do (get focd, cloth, money, medicine, meet
funersl exnenses, tools, school fees and extras, 'kete~
kete" things)

- extent of faming activity, how scquired 1land, on what

tems? what products? For coecoa, what kind, how olad?

1abour?

- marital alliasnce caxeer; present civil statusg

children, for those above age 14, wherc are they? what
do they do?
4 =~ How related to Fie Wura?

5 «~ Houge plan.



