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WOMEN, MIGRANCY AND BURAL CHANGE

By
Patricia Leyland Kanfert#

In the years of 1968 ~ 1969, I studied the village of Taito in
the Volta Region, itg migrants ad the relationship which existed
between the migramts and their non-migrant co~villagers. This
paper 13 an extraction of the data collected an the women of the
Tsito commmity, egpecially the migrant women: who they were, where
they went, what they did, their contacts with home, their attitudeg
towards migration, but particulaxly their role as change agents
within the mural scclety of Tsito.

i Demogrephic Profile of the Migrant Women

In a survey of all the houscholds in the village, data was
collected on 503 adult members in thesze households who were ahsent
as migrants; 183 were female. TWomen migrants, therefore, made up
one third of the migrant population in 1968, whilst two-thirds of
the resident village population were women. Among these regidents
were another 17% who had once been migrmts md a further 413% who
wished to join the migr:nt cycle. In sum, 47% of the adult women
in the community were, had been, or wished to become migrants, but
this is significantly lower than the equivaglent calculation for the
men which yields a figure of 7%, Tsito has become, or at least is
in rapid process of doing g0, a community in which the decisgion to
migrate ig qasi-antomatic for the young male and in which almost
six out of every ten men over forty elither were or had been migrants.

* Center of West African Studies, University of Bimingham.
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The out migration of women hag beédn more wimual. Coumnting
the ex~migrants in with the migramts, only a2 quarter had left Tsito
before 1950 md almost two thirds ha.d not migrated until the sixties.
(Survey I) Or to express the propensity %o migrate of the women in
aother way; B80% of the women who were fifty or over had never been
migrant; mneither had 60¥% of those in their forties or 5% of those
in their thirties; but below thirty, two thirds of the adult’ vomen
either were, had beam or wanted to become migrant. Intexrviews with
school children suggested that this proportiom was likely to rise
even higher as all the girls intended migrating.

Ago therefore, 1s one variable which sorts the migration
oriented women from those who are mot; education is mother such
varizble. 4&lmost all the women who had continued in education beyond
the middle school level either were, had heen or.wished to beocome
migrants: this was ‘t::me of two thirds of the girls who had gone to
niddle achool but of only a third of the women whome formal educabion
was ej.'l'her non-exigtant or arr_es‘ted_after only one oxr two years at
the primary stage (Survey I). The link between education nd
nigration is a; well known one and it was not wnexpected to find that
it held for the female as it did for the male. Certainly Caldwell,
in his oross-national study, found that middle school educated women
were as likely to migrate a.s".tha middle school educated men;
(Caldwell 19693 61) however, in Tgito, this wagnot the case. A&
sigificantly higher proportion of middle school educated women were
nm-migrant as compared to the middle school educated men; a rela—
t:.onah:.p whieh ‘geamed to Jjustify one Iinfommant's claim that the
village had, in the past, muccessfully kept most of ite women at home.

mother familiar relationghip from the literature is the.omme
which holds between sex and educational level; (Birmingham, Neugtadt,
Omsboe 1967: 51) a relaticnship which holds very strongly in Taito.
Within the famale population, me ean see how educational levels have
rigen gteadily over the generations but, if each generatiom is
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compared to its male equivalent, the men have consistently out-
stripped the women. The sex detemmined educational gap naturally
ghows up within the migrant population; with the resmult that,
although the leagt educnted women are the least likely to migrante,
they nevertheless represented 37% of the migrant women in 1968
compared to a 17% repreSentation of men at this educational level.
By contrast, 30% of the men hod contimied in education beyand the
middle school level but this was only tme of 1% of the women. The
low prioxrity given to the education of g danghter ias clearly expressed
in termes of access to university; in 1968 Tsito had a rosta of
twenty-one university graduates and this list has been steadily
increasing since then but even now, in 1975, there is not a single
wna among the graduates.

These educatimal variations were reflected in the occupational
distribution of the migrants; only 20% of the women were in the so
called white collar group; they were teachers, nmurses and dlerks
and represanted the ocowpational elite of Tgito womanhood. nother
26% were geamstresses, factory workers or shop assistmts wit_h.. _
seamstresses foming the majority. The remaining women were traders
or famers or were classified as housewives by their Tsito families
from whom this particular set of data was being collected. (Most of
these housewives were probebly either traders or famers, or both,

a8 were their Tgito sisters).

Vhere did the women migrants go? Almost two fifths remained
within the Volta region and twe thirds in this group were living
in centres either smaller than Tsito or not much larger: that is
in centres either smaller than Tgito or not much larger: that is
in centres wnder 10,000 in populatim. Another group had not only
left the Volta regimn but had settled in the cities; 44% of the women
nigrants were city dwellers and 81% in this group lived in Acora.
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The greater Acora and Volta regians drew about 9@191 proportions
of the women md mly a arter were to be found el sevhare in Ghana.

Finally, the women migrants tended mot to be single; only

30% had never bean ma::riedand there is only a. scattering of widows,
the divorced and the separated amongst the rest.. The high pwportim
of the married is a reflection of one of the major reasons behind

the out-migration of.women. Most women migrants work but, whilst the
nen left in séé?mhfo“_.i'._‘ work meny women leave becamse they are married
| to migrant husbands and not becanse their eccnomic career requires
such mobility. A mumber of villagers, in fact, paw marriage as the
only legitimate reason for famale migration and strongly ‘opposed the
migration of the single girl.

In sum, the women migr=ts are an assorted group even asg
measured by these simple demographic variables. They span 4
ra:zge of ages, educationsl :,g.evels, oceupational categories and they
live in areas which rahge from hamlets to the commurbatim fomed
by Accra and Tema. Some, living within other Volta region villages,
lead lj.ves which in their dgy t© dzy mutine parallel the lives of
the Teito resident women; others spend their days in totally dls-
similar ways #d within an enviromment which has little in common
with even a large rural v:!JJ.a.ge
Migration and Change |

Having sketched in'the characteristics of the women migrants
the next step is to:relate their migration to ruwd] chenge. One
weyin which all migrmts oreate rural change is simply by with-
drawing from village life. Their abaence creates a social gsp in the
village system and, given the charscteristics of migration mad
nigrants, it is a gap which is selective In tems of the soodal
categories effected. The young go; ° the more edicated g; the more
ambitious and innovative go. The actual and the potential guality
of rural life is diminished. Iunx has expressed it well: "Le depart
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des jemes vers 1a ville appauvrit cet hinterland en le privant
de ses forces vives et en degradant 1'ambisnce sociale®. {Iux 1969:
401).

Iux is referring to the migration of all the young without
making any sgexual differentistion, yet the migration of young women
ghould not be treated ag a mimple sppendage to that of the young
mzn. Taking the admittedly extreme exasmple of Westemn Ireland and
according tc Brody, the refugal of the women to atay at home and
marry a farmer was one of the 10t oauses of rural depopulatione.
(Brody 1973: 98). If women reject the rural life, men either have
to face a bachelor existence at home or migrate in order to maxxy.
Tsito was far from such crisis conditims, yet in the years 1965-68
there was, for the first time, a precisely matched exodus of men
ad women and future projectims - suggested that this ration would
continue. (Survey I). Given that most girls wanted Musbands who
would migrate and take them to the towms, it is apparent that any
boy who would prefer rural 1ife is ging to find that the bride pool
from which he would select a wife iz a progressively narrowing me.

' However, this pogsibility had not yet canght mich attentim in
the village; pecple were rather worried about asnother problem
posed by the migration of wmen =nd aie which had already developed.
The women migrant who marries asnd has children and brings up these
children . away from Tsito has created a concem over the integration
of these children intec the community when they become adults. Some
villagers admired the children of the migrants md others criticised
them, but the majority saw them as different from the village raised
child. Typical coments were: ™hey like putting on decent dresses,
eating light food and to sleep In modem wroomsg™: ™hey find it
difficult to render dmmestic service or woxrk on the fam": "The
behaviour of thoge trained in the towms is often =n eyesore to people
In Teitos. They forget the customs and do not know family members and
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the ohildyen but the reason that this next generation is growing
awgy from the community lies in the migratim of their parents,
particalarly in the ourrent pattem of wives and children socompanying
their husbands and mmainmg with than.

The subject of the migrant's children is worth furthsr exami-
nation. Both Lloyd, (Barbara Lloyd 1966: 163-183) and Levine,
(Levine, Klein, Owen 1967: 215-253) have looked at the mamer in
which the educated elite modifies traditiona) child rearing praptises,
however, the original theory would miggest that such modifications
will not be restricted to'the elite. The experiences of rapid change
in their om lifes will infludnce many other pa.renta o aﬂapt thelr
child rearing pragtises go that their children will fit into the
modem. world as they thenselves perceive its demmds. (Inkeles 1955
12-22). Mnd aside from the conscious adaptatlms made, migrant )
parents simply: eannot duplicate with their om ohildren the type of
socislisation. they themselves experienced; the mvimnmmts are too
dissimilar. In simple tems, you camot teadh a dmghter to weed
a yamn fam if you. 1ive in Central Acera and a girl ralsed in Kumasi
who visits 'I'si‘l:o only at the Yam Festival -emmot be expected- t6 Ynow
all her k:m by aig#rh and be able to greet them appropriately.

The reactions of the villagers, whether “favourable or
un favourable,. all tumed on a perception of these children as more
modem thm the village raised. This is some evidence of a change
in the manner of their socialisatiom but further evidence came from
the replies of the migrants to a questiai on where children"ahculd be
raiged, with their parents or in Tsito? (Suirvey V). In fact sbout a
third of the migrants with children had left some or all of them in _
Taito in 1968;" gome children were with' their mothers mnd others left
with kin but it was evident that mary childyen did”circulate betwean
Tsito and where:ever thelr father was woriin g Keith Hart '*rites
that the Frafra deliberately send their children home so as to emgure
their integration with the home land and, (Hart 1971: 31) when the
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guestion wags first phrased, a similar explanation had been expected
in Tsito. However, three quarters of the migrant women asked were
emphatic that children should gtay with their migrant parents; a
few argued that they would otherwise be either spoilt or neglected
by Tgite kin, but most explanations referred to the desiragbility of
parents controlling the manner in which thelr children were raised;
some went further and said that this was so parents could "Raise
their children in the modemn way".

Whether or not parents are consgcious of wanting to keep their
children ﬁiﬂhh them so they will be fitted for the urban 1ife, the
result is going to be the same. Children raised in gn urben
anvironment will lmow how to handle that envirorment but will not
kmow the Tsito environment in the same depth. Once children were
antomatical 1y inooz;ﬁc;rated into the commmity md in their growing
years, they leamt its oulture and forged links with thelr kin and
peer groups which would last through their adulthood: mich links
were g basis for ccmmm.ty integratlm. The mcorporatim of
migrant's children into the eommuni'ty is more doubtful; thelir
links will he to people in thelr urban environment and their cul-
ture will be “the culmre of the crty. Cmsequmﬂy, the present
increa.sing rafe of oru'b-migra.tim of wmomen in their ¢hild bearing
years liay entail the future 1088 of their children as fully
integrated members in the communisw of the next generation.

Wat other consequences are there for rural life if the young
women migrate? Discussians of falls in agricultural productivity
a8 a result of migration have nomally only been concemed with the
loss of young male lsbour power. (eg. Skinner 1966:145). There is
argqunent over whether or not there is serioug effect ariging from
migration but it is premissed on the women staying behind and on
whether or not they can produce adequately. However, if the young
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healthy women leave a8 Well as the men, then the agricultural con-
sequences of migration i-eqzire re~-exagmingtion. Yet, this was not a:
wrry in Psito at the time of the reSearch; only a quarter of the
migrant women said that their families would miss their help in
faming, (Sarvey ILT) mdvilla,gers never bemomed the logs of
migrait Labour power on their own fams even when the qestim
reforred to both sexes (Survey IV). (The villagers did sy, however,
that the -ﬁigra.‘tim made it difficult to orgenise oomm&._l_@b_qﬁr_ for
development schemes as they could not draw an a pool of the young ifor
their work parties).

Ibnelj.tiess. however, was a problem recognised by both migrants.
ad villagers: two-thirds of the migrant women said that theix
families would be lanely without 'them (Survey III) ad this was a
oonstant complaint in ‘the villa.ge In the case of the women, this
relates again to their chlldren because families are lonely not
only for the girl herself 'bu'b alao for her children. It is another
agpect of that "impovrerishment" of mral 1ife which Iux described.
On the other hand., the migrmts, including three-anarters of the
women, thought that their families benefited: from the inflow of
oash from the migrants and almost all that that the commmity-
benefited from the inflow of new ideas (Survey III) from the migrants.
It ia this latter aspect of migratim vhich will concem the rest
of this paper;'

The Migﬂt g8 Communicator

In order %o mde::stald this agpeot of the woman migrantts role
as chage agent, it is helpful %o adopt a network malogy. Defore
migration beoame ao- nommonpia.ce, Teito, like most villages, oculd
have been deacribed as having a network which was compact amd in
which the 1inks between points were physically and soocially short,
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When an individual migrates he stretches, as if they were elastic,

the multiplicity of links that bind him as a community member. As
more and more migrate the social network which represents the Taito
commnity begins to look like sn over-extended spider web laid out

on g map of Ghana.

Still keeping to the network analogy, the links between people
making up the network axe also channels for the passage of informa-
tim, Following Deutsch, the frequency with which infomation flows
along these channels ig a measure of integration (Demtsch 1964:23).
Or, in praotical and common sensSe termms, Tsito cari_ keep itself
together as a commmity only if migrmts and villagers keep:g:r
constmt touch with each other. In the interest of integra#im many
of the infomation wnits circulating through the network will have
a intemal sudject content: who dies, who is bom, who marries;
all these items of social gossip which re-create a sense of group
mambership and group identity in those who send and those who receive
these mesgages.

Other items of infomgtion will have their origin md subject
content outside the network; they have been 'picked up' by me
network member who then tran amits them to other network members.
Such a member could be a villager living in Tsito itself but the
commnity menbers who are most likely to be in contact with new
ideas are the migrants. 'Obv:iously the migrants are not the only
source of infomation sbout the outside world, what is happening to
it, or of how the villagers should adapt to the chamging conditions
it imposes. Tsito, like many other villages, is familiar with the
official change agents of a developing soclety; the community
development officers, the agricultural agents, the clinic nurses
and public health officials, the peace corps volunteers =md other
itinerant foreigners. The village has radios and daily newspapers,
evan the occasimal film show. All are sovrces of infommation and
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their information ig often didactic in charseter. However the pecu~
liar virtue of the nigrant 28 commundestor is that, whilst he is
recomised ag some ane whe kows and understands the outside wordd,
he is alge recomised as an insider: asomeone whe can translate his
messSage into temms that people cm vnderstand; of whon they can sk
questiong; who wnderstands the relevance of what he is saying to¢ the
villé;gé comwiity because that isg where he grew up himself ad it ig

a world he knows intimately.

Thig .idea of ‘Ehe migrant as =z tranamiter of cltural information
from one gystem to mother in both of which he has membership, recalls
sach labelé ag Hanna's "ntercalary Influentiasl® (Hamma 1967: 167)
or Boissevain's "Mycker®. (Rcoissevain's 1970). However both Boisse-
vain and Hama were, thinking of what might be called the "Big men':
the men who find jobs, arrange gcholarships, get projects throush
govemment departments, tem out the voters, chalr migrsnt asgociation
meetinzs and lecture the village on the need to move into the modem
world. Teito counts such men within its migrant population =and they
are key fipores, with t‘:iJe éﬁi{led Vir‘me for the resesrcher that their

impact for chmge ig often open to documentation.

However, to concentrate on such men would be the ignore.the full
role that migration plays in allowing the btranemigsion of new ideag -
into miral areas. There are few "Big men®™ but there are many migrants
and over half the village houssholds listed one or more migramts
memberg. There are, therefore, many Dore communication chamnels and
ones which lead directly into mmy more fanily wnits then the ones
which can be traced back to these few influential and people's reactim
to it might mean that one congidersd only change messages that were
censciougly propoanded snd oonselously heard. Migrmits mzy transmit

infomation items unconsciously as well a5 consciously.
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Unconaciously, for example, a well paid technician who xides
home to Taito on his own motor bike md wears a new muit to clmrc.h
on Suday, is feeding a number of infomation units to village
obgervers. These range from the latest toliloring styles in Accra to
the income levels a:well trained technician can expect. On the other
hand, if he tells his parents to send a junior brother to Kumasi rather
then Logon then he is consciocusly passing on infommation, gathored
outside Taito, that the technical degree may have more future value
than the nm-tecmical. (These are real examples culled from research
notes)s The distinction made here between conscious and unconsciols
transmigsion is a key one and especially relevant when loocking at the
wle played by women migrants.

Homnen Mimts ga Commumicators

One approach is %o adopt the outsider sociologist stance and
ask which women within the migrant group one would expect to be in
oontact with new ideas. In theory, these should be women whose
physical or socio-cultural envircrments are distinet from those of -
fhe village women becaise, if the envirmmments arsc the same, so
probably will be the infomatim which circulates within the environ-
ments. In simple tems, if a woman lives in a village sbout the same
size as Tsito with roughly similar amenities and spends her days
faming, trading ad in damestic work there is not guing to be that
mach ghe can tell her mother snd sisters sbout a woman's life that
they do not know for theamaselves. On the other hand, the woman who
lives in the city ca describe a life in which food is bought rather
than grown; in which wa.fer is not head carried from the river;. in'
which the collection of firewod is not one of the domestic tasts.
A village woman -'-5_693 her dgys as a rowtine in which these Jobs are
congtantly md lsboriously a part; once they were accepted as part
of the inevitsble lot of being a womezn dut from the city living migrant
she leams they are only the inevitable lot of being a mural wman.
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“Bhe will also leam about things that are present in the urbmn centres
not jusf the ones that are absent: village women will vary in theirx
level of conesm with dance halls, or better schools, or big stores,
or electric cookers, or city women who vork as doctors or lawyers,

or the latest pattem in cloth; but whatever their pre-cccupation

they can hear asbout these things from a city living amt or sister.

A city presants both a different plysical mnd a different
cultural envizonment to Tsito's but a woman migrant may move in g
different socic-cultural fromework without living in a citye 4

woman with a2 higher educational level thm the average village woman

educational and occupational experiences, even if she lives in an
enviromment not too dissimilar fram Tsito itself., And she equally
demnstrates a new model of being a woman to those villagers who
wabeh her and discuss her. A& cluster of woman have become. teachery
like the men, or clerks like the men, or f:acto:r;:,r employees like the
men. "n.;fomén have received regular monthly Wages.liké. the mer =nd have
sent something from this wage packet bedr to Tsito like the men.
Women have gone te gecondary scheool and teacher treining college
like the men. In brief, althoush sexual differentistion spells
socie.l. differentiation for most women, thie particulax cluster have
proved that its extengion intc educational -nd occupstional fields

is not an immitable law.

Having selected ocut the urban, the educated, md the wemen in
the modem ocoupstional sector =8 those most likely To communicate
gocial change mes€ages, conscicusly mnd unconscicusly back into

.Taito, the next step lg te lock for the level of contact betwean

theze woman md the villagze womeri. The assumptisn is that ecomtaet
A P



97

implies the oceasion for infomatim trmm:.sglon, In the resea.roh
as a whole a rumber of dlfferent cdntact measures wére us ed as
interest wag not sole-ly in cormnunlcatmn for socml chanme but in
commmication as a factor in ﬁltegﬁt‘q‘tim‘ however, here only one

. measure, visits hime over a twelve month perlod, Wlll De usede

4s common sense would suggest, the frequency with which a woman
travelled home was detemined 1arge1y by how lung the joumey would
take her; 2 relationghip which is clea,rly demonstrated in table Onge
This relationghip. bmu,g;ht m-to ﬂritlcal ‘.t;‘ocus the need to 'I:hmk about
migrant/villager rela’clmshlps in tewms of the geogrephical posgition
of the home community in tems of access to the cantres which abiract...

--1~bs migren‘ts. “EYE fhe pergpectlve of look:l.ng at the migrant as-

.....

y chan a.gent,_,thJ.sn.ceneem must-selest ouwt the Ascess £o the home ‘bom .
of the migrant Gategones who are the most likely bearers of ch'ang,e o

:|.n fo matlcn .

In other words, if many of the modemising influances of the
clty reach v111ages through the olty settled migrants, then the
distance between the ca,ty_ and the vn.llage and_ the number of times im
o yea.r crby mer*m*s make the journey gives in mdlo tin of the rate
at-which change informgtion is poten'tlally fed mto dlfferent villages.
In Tsito's case, all the cities of Ghana lie ou‘t81de the Volt:a. Reglcn,
with Accra lying the closest. It is e:.ghty-—f:.ve mlles down a main ma}l‘l
- muming through Teito with frequent and relatlvely cheap transport-,
 (The joumey cost me cedi in 1969). In ea.ch of the cities Tsito -
counted a contingent of m:u.grants but with 'the magorz’cy ll.ving in
Aeora. ' (Survey I), Kumasi, Takoradi md Tama,le all lay over three
. hours journey away and the’ m:l.grants llvmg there were seen but ra.rely,
out of the geventeen womm 11v1ng ‘there, of whom da,ta wag oollected
on fifteen, ‘the’ ma.aorlty came home no more than once or twice in the.
vear. " Psito v:.llagers were therefore, J._:Lkely to be J_.;__l_.ttle effected -
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by influeces generated by these oiby contreog. On the othor hand,

the Accra wonen were home relatively often and infomation city
life came, thexrafore, fiom the cmlt ale (T'héro were glyty-=elx women
in Acora and data was collectad for‘*y-four, 'ﬁluqrter came lhone
evexy month.md ancther f1fth come home botween five and eleven times

in the ye:ar).

-'-'T*;;blp T o

PFreguency of mnual Vlol‘tln,? by 3oumey time 1o Tsitc_s
(pementaa’cs) nt g/

Journey Times -2 34 511 12 plus Dotal n'
Less than tw hours 4 - =9 9 " | 78 00 1 23
Two hours (_appmx.) 21 36 17 26 100, b 42
More thm Two hours 55 40 - - 10 . 20 100 29

Many among the young sow t ede ;;cCrs:'WOm'm a8 the only oneg who,
to use American slmg, '"Knew where itls .;a,t“;' city life was read as
gynonynous with being 'mfwdnm' Howe vgri, if cne locks for the nodem
WOmar o8 dg.i‘mcu bv e@rac»tlrrnu o occupat:.onﬂ chroracteristics, there
were g rumber of such vomen much closnr ‘to home. In terus of etzeation,
449 of the . women. with middle school educauon and 39% of those with
further -educy-ati;_frn- lived within one howr of Taito. (Suxvey II). Within
the same joumey time radius were to be found 3% of those in teaching,
nursing and clerical work, This digbribution is partly a reflectiom
of Taito's *ﬂosit.ﬂ'on fif Pteen mlles from Ho, the administrative centre
of the Volta Regim ané a town, which although small carries a rela~

tively high weighting of clerical and sducational job slots within its
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oceupational structure. It is also a reflection of the type of
occupatiansg into whiqi_lnj;he am_,j;l;ima gi.dam ioving. ~The§.-r~ Joba
are not tied to the,oxty stmecture but are available vqith.m the
mral and emalleru an cer,_xtrea. tqaching, in ﬁla.ct W11 keep ther
primaxy school 'I:ea.cher with.i.t} hexr” om re@.cn.

In sum, mteradtlcm, bé‘twLen womgl mlgrmts end the village

- -

wolen wes rélativelyi fre‘q.a.md- with a,Bout'a; @arter of lthe: “vomen
being home ’éye:ry monrl;h ! Rz‘rl:—}nemwra, :if afdistdlce contwol ia
introdused nfd ther npr—edpuattm SEIFICaRty dl'f‘rmfiate the
level of vﬁa%iting. f oity' t;a,sea migrantp had n aﬂvbtage;of“
prestige ovep the 1opally baﬂpd migra:lts but inibmaticn gboyt the
locally baaed was bof:h.iq::himai:@ .d. dotailed, - Thbr*];evaj:“vr‘ AT
contact for: h)men in| the 'l:hrep categries of urban, edhcated janad.
occupationaﬁt,rpes ib ghbwn in ‘bable§ o

The pm‘tzlem w:l.ﬁ} taking nly the outaider ar‘,d theqretioal
perspective is “that ift om &efme th§ women Whe are potential
change ag'enta hut oaqmtlsee the bar.riers v&r}.oh My blomk or *a:l: least
impede the p:foceas of mfomatn.on tramm.saim. Migrarl;s, aa the
Red Men (Maye}r 1961) : demcmstrateS, may 1ive in ai enviramenti alive
with new 1nfomation,a “ami‘ryet Y Tar I’as pos#ible cToae bff thtir
own lives to its effects iand mt trarism:l:t many - ehm,ge messagab home]-
Bqually, a tradi‘cion sa.‘b:l.sﬁed village oommmnity icfx} ‘L-uf1 to the

commnity egufvalent bf o AS3E ear o, what ts :cetuming mig:gnts

attempt to te;l.l it about ﬁ_hev_ohtSide mrld md its waysl
<
Pa.rtieipmt o‘bserva.tﬁ.on, H:o be 'I:ransla:hed hefe ving a_

—— e -“

..._....‘-... -~

. gpod gossip with women :f.":r.'ienda in’ the! comnmpity', affemd adeq.aate
pmwof that this was not the cake in Thito. ‘The lives of the dity
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Table 1L

ing by age

, educationgl level and Urban/mural

Amual rate of vigit

regidences {percenisrees)

I

Bdueatimal lavel

Arrunl rabe | Age Group Uﬂwn/mial residence
of visiting : None & | Fiddle | Further Under | 10000~
wder 29 yrs | 30-39 | 40 plus Primeyy Schoo; Educsiion 10000 | 39999 feera
-2 31 28. 17 36 * 24 | 19 19 28 21
31 NS BECUN BT 24 | 20 25 26 36
511 7 4 28 12 9 25° 3o 18
12 plus 40 25 44 27 47 31 42 61 o4
Totsl 100 100 100 100 10(.). ' 100 400 100 100
J\f 55 - 21 18 33 45 16 3 18 33

Three woman whe had not visited Taito in the previcus twelve months were excluded; they
lived obrosd ad were unasble tc make the joumey.
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wonen were discussed and compared with the life of a Tsite wommns, The
lives of the. eﬁucaﬁec‘z nd ineome efj,mﬁg nurse or clerk or teazcher
were a constant source of goasip;, from the way they dressed to the
way in which they brought up their childrena Mot all coments were
fawunrable mnd certainly not 211 *'nomm, evenn in the unde:r thlrty group
wanted tt; mlgrntw Howe,ver, the sub ject of. wha,t m:a.gh_t be-ealled the
new mmem.‘-wn,s always a-Tively one #id éne which always used know
examples drawr from among the Ts:.to women who were geen as represanta-

tive of the style. The eduoq,ted arld 'l;he urban women made up a refere-

nce group md vet were intmqtely lmom within Tsifo; this intimacy

made them far more _slgufl.cant.,,than. the wonen seen lin--the newspapers

or heard sbout on the radlo or even seen in Ho.

Participant obgervation is a method which pxpvidag the mogh

vivid md insightful data %o a researcher but is a.lbo the most -

open to bias and, therefore, in thig discussion of _the woman migrant,
the data will come {rom survey scurces but the. mte;cpretatimn--will.
draw on discussions held with commumity infommts.é Surveys were
cenducted with-both the migranty il the Wllsgers ;n “which attitu-

o dinal questioms relating o migratio were aske‘d-of_;—both. A1l the

. questions asked -in—thevillage mmvey used i 0pen foriat PUt many in

the mlgrmt SUIVEY weve clo sed; The desi m of q_uestlorm in the later

survey was usua.lly based on answers that ad been glven by v:tlla,gers

and were partly o test the lev =3 of communlty oonsensua on the
migrant role.”

- It was found, for example, that migrants and viilagers agreed
in geeing the migrant as distig:ct from the villagers.: Many: vidlagers

.mede the distinction in terms of the education ofi the migrant, the

.nature of his work, hig income, that he travelled and -saw many new

. things and people, that he was free of the contrels built into village

lives. (Surve:,r IV), In the migrant.survey;, the regpondents were asked
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to say how important they saw each of these variables wore in
changing the individual. (Burvey V). The replies made by the women

in a sapmple are shown in table three.

Three 11T

Level of importspce in changing chavacter of education,
occupation, travel, and leaving Tsito (percentages in'

85
s Important - Leaving Income |
Bducation Job Travel | et £0 Level
Very Important 81 75 62 35 _ 31
Of Bome Importmce 16 22 29 48 _ 61
Of Ho Importance 3 3 9 14 8
Total | 100 100 . . 100 100 - . .0 500

The perception of travel as a'..l_c'-ey_reg-.so.cialiismg _e:@erience Gale .
out in bther aswers tc other @est.iq;é; it ms ingtenced as the
reagson for differences vvithin the migrant”g'mﬁp bétween 'those who
remained within the Volta Region and those who travelled beyond itgs
boundaries. The Volta Region is not totally homo genious in tems of _
either its etlnie populatiom or its soeio-cultural conditions but a
Volta Region ‘settled mizrant would live in g 1argel3r Ewe'.society and
even in the towns his environment would not be so diffevent from Taito.
It wags these points that infommts referenced whan _disoussir_lg why these

loeal migronts were distinguished fimm the others. The Jﬁport'ance
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attached to a migrant living wmder different OOl‘ldl'th!tl‘S and meeting
people of other ethnic groups sugsest that the commmity is in
agreemant, with sociolcgists '(eg,m Bpstein 1969: 77 - 116) the rs-
goelgliging impact of livihg in a multi-ethnic 'md modemising society.
However, the ranking given by the migrants themselvési; inél_ud:i.ng the
womel, alge eXxplaing something ¢f the attitude of the I“lgr":nt to this
gxperiance; -the individual who anticip?;fes tr:«msfomation is aﬁmh
easier to trangfom snd cbvionsly theSe migrant women are relatively

open to change influences thenselves =ond anticipate change in others.

What rnore sPemflcallJr are the differences between mdgr-nta and
villagers? In the village survej only P denied there was any
difference. (Survey IV). Slightly over a third saw the difference
and disapproved the migrant; they characterised them as selfish,
reckless; disobedient, arrogant and lacking in respect. Slightly over
a third sdnired the migront character; they selected such adjectives
ad toivilised; enlightensd, well-infomed, sophisticated. The ree

mainder either praised some mi'gr’mts and criticised others or saw the

migramt as an amalgam of positive or neg'a'tlve characteristics.

Naturally, wba’l the mlgrmts were prasented with six of the
colimen ts ma,de on them bJ the Vlllﬂ{"tﬁ]:‘ regpondents, they tended to
agree WlJGh the ‘pOS.’L‘thO enes =nd to reject the negative. (Survey V).
More pzrtlculfa.rly, they rejected the themes which accused them of
being’ elflsh, of being individualistic or arrogant but they agreed
That the migrant was more sophisticated, more ambltiaus ad better
informed than the villager. (These replies sho wed llttle gignificmt
variation by sex except that the women were rather mo:cu, biased in _
favour of the migrant character thon the men) Thls pemep’slfn of the_;_
migrant roles as it is accep't{.d by the majority of the mlfrra,nus ﬂnd )
a substantial group of v1llager‘, “adds another m31ght into the nannexr

in which.t¥e commnicator role is playea ount. Most mlgrn,nts gSee
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thangelves and other migronts as knewing many things that the

villagers do not; equally o number of villagers accept thisg as

trie of the migrant. Others among the villagers, who disglike the
migrant type may accept that he has kmowledge tut reject its value.
However, 'w majority invelved in these communication processes defined
the migrant as 'one who knows'. This attitude could be obgerved within
many situations in which a migrant interacted with a villager; vhen

an Acora womapn sald this was the way to plait hairy, %o feed a baby or to
chooBe o hugband che gaild it to her village listeners with absolute
convicticn that she was right. Whether or nct they accepted what she ...
gald md adopted the new way depanded ultimately on their attitudes
to her or to chmge itself. The point here, however, is that such a

woman was providing Infommation on altemabte ways ¢f doing things.

The communiity nct mly recognised the migrant as someone who
wag better infomed than the villager;“bui'bi":as sane one who would pass
én this infomation!Id the village. Whan villagers were asked for
the reastns behind migration, the majority of an swers ji;;ére the
familiar ones of seek.ing work or mongy or the absence Jf work, md:
money in Tsito. (Suryey IV). Yet vwhen they were asked what banefits
nigration bmugﬁf te Teito; the inflow of ideas from the migrants Was
mentioned more ofteﬂ than the inflow of cash. Migrants saw their
money input as beneficial to Tgito more often than this was admitted
by the villagers bubt even here;, more of the migrants saw the ides
feedback as baeneficial, than saw the monsy feed back in the same light;
8% compared to T7% (Survey III).

The communiecator mwle was not therefore the figment of a socio=-
logical imagination. The coomunity, hoth migrant md non-migrant,
recommised it as a legitimate aspect of the migrant/villager rela-
tionship. Neither was this an exclusively male rle as emerged in

sngwers to questions on why women migrated. (Survey IV). Villagers
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did not totally spprove of female migratiom but among the 65% who

id 50 there were a number of replies whidh referenced the benefits
to g yomg womsh of travel, of beooming 'eivilised! just as they had
listed them for the migrant in general. (See Caldwell, 196%: 7106).
A mumber of these veplies went further =snd quoted the benefits that
wuld coanre to Tsite when such women fed bzek this infomstion.
Admittedly onie village girl saw this feedback ns data on the latest
faghions but cthers nade a link to performance 23 a modem wife or
mother and apparantly expected the ideas to relate to m improved

methods of childe~rearing mnd other domestic skills.

That are the changes assccliated with the migrants? What are
the new ideas they feed to Tgito? The major change is their own
migratiom =nd mich of the infomation they tranemit is sbout migra-
tion and nmuch of the information they transmit is sbout migration:
where to go; what Jobs to seek; the ilmportance of education in the
migrant. A statistical reflection of their mle in this field ig that
the propengity to migrate is higher if there are already other migrants
in the household wnit. This particular correlation emerges from
the Taite data just a Caldwell found it in the natiozl data. dnother
supporting argument is in the number of migrants who gaid they had
left to Join some member in their family who was already migrant or
had, ooe they were migrant, acouraged others to join then. Talking
to infomants or watching people together provided its o examples;
glder sisters would take a younger ne to towngy friends would
ercourage younger friends to join them; an aont would lock aftér
aniece whilgt she trained as a semmstress or a sister would pay

towards o younger sisterts college fees.

Another aspect of this Influence is that the migrants denon-
gtrate to the villagers the benefits, or the dbgence of benefit, of

allowing others to copy thelr migrat exsmple. A woman nigrant who
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gels a g'ood Job, marries md leads a :r..'eSpectéble.life ig ag mach =
argument for .:a,lloy:i'ng'me’s danghter e migrate as a girl becoming
an Acora pmsti‘tﬁ:be acts as a counter argument. Many informants,
especially Woran arpued that attitudes towards female migration

chan ged becm;ée viliagers had leamt that prostitution was not the
inevitable outoome of allowing sirls to live in the city md that the
noney a mma:l se_.-nt home fran her salary was Just as useful zs the

meney they received from their sons.

The change in attitudes came out in answers to the question on
female migration. (Survey IV). Only a fifth of the villagers totally
opposed their migration: either becruse they thouzht prostitution was
the inevitable cutcome or because they arsued that the place of women
was back in the village, bhaving children and raising them. The quarter
who gave, conditional spproval freguently made the condition that the
wonan. should be married and only leave because her migrant husband
needeq her. These reactims, both the negative and the conditional, -
refl;eqt. a traditional concept of the female role., There is the idea
that a woman must have male supervigiocm either fxom her father or her
migband and that her prime wle in soclety is as the mother of the
next gaeration. Be contrast, those who said women should migrate
to work or 1o study or to become 'civilised' were both putiing s
woman'e goals on an equivalent basigs fo a man's and recognising other
potantialities in a woman than the narrowly demestic and matemals
The women migrants were equally convinced that women left to work ox
to study; (Burvey V) mly 3 mentioned prostitution although mother
five sald girls were attracted by the city or hoped to find husbands
there. In general, however, they ascribed a serious motive to famale
migrants and a motive linked to economic and career ambitions. Onily
W would restrict mipgration to the men, al‘bhoﬁg;h anc ther '_26% oppo sed
the migration of either sex. (Objections to migretim bjr_ those who
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woere migrant may seem oontradictory but it was not unusual to hear
plaints that the exdusz of the young wss weskaning village 1ife
although these complaining had ne intent of retuming, or were unsble
Yo do sc. Thig wag, however, s resetim against zll migratio rather

than amainst the gpecific migratiom of the women ) «

Mnother sig that the migrent wonen trongmit infomation related
toe migration back to the village emerged from checking the career
arbiticns ¢f the next potential genevation of educated wonmen migrantse.
The pupils in the fingl yeaxr of their middle school education were
interviewed and asked about their future plms. Out of the twenty-
eight zirls interviewed and asked,. eight wmted tc nurse, eight to
teach and twelve tc become fypistz. Bach of these ocaupatims would
require further training: each will require that zirl leaves Tsitog
gach will fTum the girl Into 3 wage eamor; each entailg a different
pattem of work than faming or trading; nd in each case the girls
claimed that they knew sbout these jobs because some one from Tsito,
often their own kinswoman, held then alrezdy. Consciovgly or uncone-
sciougly that small cccupztional elite had passed through s message
1o these younger girls md influenced the woy they envisaged thelr owmn
future.

Villager commants, however, made it clear that they did not
think of the migrent ides Input solely in femns of infomation
potentially useful to aspirant migrants still in Tsito. They
thought aleo of infometion which could he adapted for use within
the village itself yet when respmdents were asked spout the
differences between migrants mnd villagers they often instanced what
might seem superficislly; relatively minor points and retumed o
precisely the smme points when they talked about changes introduced
by migrants into Psito. (Survey IV). They talked, for example, about
the different clothes the migrmie wore; the diffevrent foods thay
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liked te eat: the differont use thoy made of language; the different
weys they built and kept their houses; the neafriess of their children:
thelr preferance for beer .r;v:;her than pslm wine md so forth. Each one
ig, of course, just mch m exbtemal fom of chahge as an obgervant

villager con notbe down and discuss. They are not, however, impressive
to an outgider in the game wiy 28 heoring that migrants haove lead the
village in the biilding of a gchool, a hospital, a comunity centre;

the bricks and mortar evidence of change.

On the other hand, they are gymbolic fomms which match the
soclal ques that are used in any soclety marked by scelal differentia-.
tim as short hand indiestors of z person's social statug and; by
extensgion, as probable indicators of many of his values and attitudes:
In s rﬁodemising society like Ghma, adoption of the outward gymbols
of bémg medem, whether it is wearing ~ wig or a mini skirt or
purchasing a three pilece suit, afe read as outward sigis of = ‘inward
commitment to chéﬂige. Thig seaned to be the perspective that lay .-
behind sich remarks ag "They like Fuiropean ways®: "Theéy do things do
things in the Westem mamer™: =nd all the other comments that picked

out some gpecific change such az dress or food or house building.

4 listing of the foms of change mentioned by the villagers
wag presented tc the mizrmts and they were askod whether or not
they agreed that migrants had intreduced ohe—mge‘é in eig"nt' of the
gsocial fields listel by the villagers; the women's replies are shown
in %able four. The low percentage vﬁo perceived migrant influence on
politics mig_ht be read as a reflection of a lack of concem Amon ;o
wonenn for the happenings within the political areis bui, in fact, the
distribution of replies was not significantly correlated with sex. It
was rather a reflection of a general disdain among migrants for village
polities; they criticised the villagers for their pre-occupatim with
old conflicts but dissassociated theunselves from the groups and issues

involved.



Tahle IV

Provertion of vopen nigrants wie agreed that mizrantg
had intmduced new ideas in easch of the eicht areass
ligted. li=65 ’

Edcation Food %  Fntertaioment . House Duilding Behsviour to
Dregs I Parents
91 85 83 . 80 75
Making Money Child Rearing Politics

54 S 52 32

In each of these fieldg, with the possible exception of eating
md dressing, examples were quoted by infomants of migrants standing
up in public forum and'advaoating chenge. There were general: exhorba-
tims very ek on the lines of & gpeach plamed by the secretary of
the Accra nigrant .A.SSOCi'lJCiO‘“I at Easter 1969. His points covered the
dquty to respect the chief and hl.; elders: the obligation o pareits
to control their c__h:.ldr@, '___ self-help aid village unity in the
interests of :&elvéi;:pmé{%;' ﬁlore cvltural #@nd educatioal activities to
impj:ﬁve the q;élity of village living. Other migrant léaders laid more
specific proposals to the villagers during the two year perlod of this
research; ‘technical educsbion, farm CO-Oper's,‘blVes, electrlflcatlom

piped water, a village hospital, voter registratim.

- However, In eaclh example, the migrent spokesman, was 2 mang
there was only one instance in the minutes of the Accra agsociation

which recorded a woman being sent to lay the views of the assoeiation



before the women in the comminity, (This related to 2 task which
was traditionelly. defined 1o the wolren, _ ‘thé._ cl.eéiag.ng of- t.he tow
before the Yam fés"‘c'iirai):- The-ﬁsét;oi'a::ion mintes showed that its
women members were beginning to tzke a active role in discussing )
Pgite affairs whenlnAecra, but, home in Tsito, theyreassu.med htl;e

Tmore pa,ssn.ve public roie of the womany they left speech making to

the men. One has to tum from the public 6 the private zone 4o see
“women's influence at work. Women Tiltered new ideas into the commmnity
but they passed them through their kin groups, their peer groups,
their friendghip _groups; they rarely becasme fo:’x’ﬁél”spokés?nmﬂi'énr_

dhange. . D I

‘Tndead the fomal gpokesmen for change even among the men, were

few and yet both migrants and villagers agreed that bringing new
ideas into the village wes an agpect of the genorald.‘mle of being a
m.grmﬁ; not one attached mly to a select few. The pancity of fommal
influence on Tsito affairs was balanced however by a high level of
informal influence. Participant obser’%rgt_im was the source of this
wmderstading and such examples as the career choices of the middle
school - leavers simply acted as confimmation. Certainly those girls
had not plamed their careers after ligtening tc a formal speech on
womenn #nd work, but from infommal conversations and observations of
women aotually in those particular jobs. The faot that the influence
was infomslly exercised does not make it any legs revolutionaxy in
tems of the girl's concept of their oWl fﬁtures._

Yet, whilst emphasising that women exercise their commmicator
role primarily within the private mone, the surveys showed that
women Wwere are concerned with and articulzte about commnity develop-
mant as were the men. Partly for reseaxrch reasons, but largely in
responge to commmnity requests, the migranite surveys contained a
number of questions on past and future development projects. (Survey
IIT and V). The Wo response! rate among the women was nevexr higher
than 4% and their answers were often detailed whenever the qestion
format had been left openy both, are some indicatim that the
qestions were interesting to those asked. (Survey III). The selectim
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of projeets made by the woman metched thossz selected by the mans

ench gex selecting from the liat currently dtscugsed in the vill-awge
and within the migrant community. A Jigh which waz made up ¢f the
fellowing schemes: Clzﬂc'tl"lfl"""t’ @5 A ormmnity contres s emall
factory: = day nursery; o farm schools o famm cooperative. (Piped
waler was being 1314 in Taite at the time the migrats anewered these
questionsg, Mt had earlier been a favourite prejeet fLor disoussim
within the Accra Association ). Electricity received the most frequant
mention but this may have been a reflection of itsg topicality. The
Aegrs Association hed costed en electrification gcheme and had sent a
delegation to lay it before the villaogers shortly before the survey
wags carried through. {Much to the asscciation's annoyamce it had

been rejected as ton expeansive).

ds the debnate over the scheme was expected to distort response
pattems, mother @estio wes inscrbed from which the electrifica-
tion scheme was excluded. (Survey. IIT). I this qestion the
migrants were asked which pIo j_egt' they would pergmally support
finaneislly if they had a s\ux'p.]_.u.s of money tc cmtribute. The -
prw,jec't preferances of the women ré_:spondents: iz shewm in toable five.
The pmportlon who would extend the clinic is not cnly evidence of
the type of project which most attracted J(:he womer but alsc reflects
the on gomg involvement of the womnen in a project which ig peculiarily

their owm.

Table V

Percentage of women who would contribute monev to me of the
e sgven projects listed

Extending Farm school or Comrman ity - Improving Day

Clinic co-coperative Centre Schools Nurse::y‘__
40 17 , - 11 11 _ - 10
Betting up a factoxry Tuilding a church

2 2




The Clinie P ject

Whanever-infommts discussed comunity development, it was
ugially azs @ affair of men until someone mentimmed the clinic.
Built m the outskirts of the village, 1t provided simple medical
eare md had 2 small matemity wing; the more complicated cases
were disgnosed and sent on to Ho but the clinic services were well
used in the village and relevant to overall health status. I% h.ad_
been built in 1956; the cost was largely met by = loeal authori*try
grant but with some money from the villagers end by thea_r comunlty
lsbour.

Set within the histoxy of oommmi'Ly. development Iﬁrojects in
Tsito, the clinic represents me of the few which were not concemed
with education; from the building of the firé‘t class wom in 18866
until the commmity collese and the estsblishment of the preseit
awdome Secondary School, Tsito commmity effort hed gone largely
inte preparing its youmg educstionally for their lives as migrallts._
In the immediate post-war years, however, it was possible to trace _
M emergent interest in improving the guality of v:r_llage livﬁllg for
thoge who remained behind, There was, for example, a record of't;m'_
teachers md a retuming wmiversity graduate setting thanqe'lves'ﬁp' o
as the Tsito Development Association and drawing up “elaborate pl ms _
for the trading and agricultural development of the villagea In about
the some period, the plan for a village clinic was undexr discugsion
md canght the support of the wmen of the commnity.

The leading figures in the story of the clinic were no longer
alive and it was imposgsible -to- collect a very detailed history But

infomants provided the bagic outline. The plazmmg ad organisation .

- were attributed to the Quean mother of Tsa.130 her linguigt md a
woran teacher. (Her husband, who was also a teacher, was a councillor
@ the Tongu local authority cowncil which provided the grant). These
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three drew on the suppert mnd finsncial contributims of both the
villane miﬁen__ nd the migrant women of thet day. On record recorded
that the migrant woman collected £126 anong themselves ag o contri-
buticn.  The money oollected among the woman was a miner reasm behind
the a‘btribu‘r,i_m. of the clinic to than; the major was that the women
had mcceede_d_in tuming out the commnal labour force of the village.
One hss tc wrderstand the condition of the commmity at the time in
order to understanigi the significmee of this point. For, if some
Tactors in the pre-independence period hrd enceomraged an enthusiasm
for commnity development, others had encouraged an enthusiasm for
politics and political conflict. By the mid-fifties, enthugiasm for
the fomer had waned, in part because the nature of these conflicts
banlked sny schems 'requir:l:cié commmity co-operaticn. It was into this
somewhat uppropitious situation that the mbmen_--bmug,ht their demmnd

for community work on the clinie.

In explaining the suecess of the women, gofié Infomants relied
on descripti_ﬁn_s,__of_._pe_rson_eflities within the fenzle leadership. Others
explained it in f_ém_ls of the loeal sathority grant the women obtained;
these infozﬂﬁehts Dblamed the failure of other schemes m the failure of
govemment agencies to provide the necessary cash. DBoth explanatims
probsbly had some truth, as well as Deing the ones which would have
been socially the met visible and acceptable to the actors involved.
However, another explaation not only offered more insight into the
actual situation at the time, but _carried wider implicatians for the
mle of women. This explanation W.és baged in 5 discussion of the
structural position of women_ and how this position had placed thean
outside the conflicts dividing the men.

Within the tmaditimal political system, the men were either

elders or holders of one of the tradition=l offices within each of

the eight c_ims or they were members in the asafo compmy of each clan.
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The couneil of chiefs was made up of these offlce holders and sitting,
quite literally, facing them the asafo wnder their leader, the asafo-
hene. These were, however, the organigationg of the men; +the women
were represented on the council by s Qpeen mother whe spoke in the
interests of the women and who passed down zy instruetion from the
counecil to the women. Descriptions of actial decision making only
referanced male actors and yet the above ‘structure sugregsts that the
wmnen had a potential to orgmise themselves and express thanselves
politically if they felt the necessity of doing 0.

The asafo were the militar& companies ;bu'ﬁ, within the political
system; the seating position of the asafo }acing .the chiefs was a
symbolic 'represent'ation partly of the oppogition betwean - the yomng
adult males and the elders and partly of ‘bhaj: between the comoner
and the office holder. When Christimnity end educa.tlcn came to the
village, they introduced other bases for the fomatim of oppomtlcnal
groups; one was the divigion between the Presbyterian =nd the
Methodist and the cther between the educated and the uneducated.

These groups Were in intermittent ¢onflict throughout the first ha.l.f
of the century but the pre~independence pemod brought m another
canplicaticn by introducing national party politics into the va.llage. - |
It was not possible to predict from membership in one group to
mambership in anocther; there were educated Methodistsge '

The clinic wag also Jugt the t‘_urﬁé of pro ject which the women
could claim wag their legitimate car'i'cem, becauge it touched a. the
health of children md pregnant women and yet at the sane time would
benefit every me in the village. The benefits would come to the
individual regardless of politics, education or rellglous staﬁus,_ _
an important point in a conflict divided commun:.ty in which prO.jects
were inspected with sugpicion least they should benefit me g‘mup more
than snother. Finally, sy wnified movement among the women of the
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village rigked pmvoking the unified resistance of their structural
oppcsites, the men of the village. However, whilsl the elinic
demongtrated the ahility of the wonen ¢ orgmnise thanselves In o
goal directed manner, 1t was not i 1tself a project which threstaisd

male comtrol in elther the escononic or political fields.

Aside from the charscteristics of the project, the capacity of
the women to come together owed mich o The nature of the leadership
figures chosen. The gueen mother could both appeal to traditimal
loyalties and to her legitimnate right to demsnd support from all
Tsito women. BEqually, =as Qean mother she had her position o the
council of chiefs; & key position in this comtext as it was only
through the council that the comunal lshour force of the village
oould be orgmised md ordered 10 work. (Commmnzl labour was always
provided on s elmm basis with each clan head instruciting the man of
the clan to tum out o such md such a day =nd panalising those whe
failed to show)e The migrants interviewed, including the women
nmigrants, (Survey ITT) 211 saw this village commmal lsbour power as
a key factor in fubure projects yet, when they discussed the village
leadership that would be necessary, it was evident that were thinking
of the change oriated, educated villager. However such mer had
failed in the past te have those charneteristics, secinl or politiesl,
which would have enazbled them to activate all the villsgers in the
way the @Queen mother, thrugh her traditiomal legitinmacy 5 The

1eeﬂer:of 21l women and o comeil member had ance been zble 10 do.

On the cther hand, there was the fteacher, a2 woman who could,
thmugh her husband, tap another of the three essential ingrediants
to development, overmment agsistance, The third ingrediant, as the
migrentg ssw it, was thamselvea: their money and their advige. The
contribution that the migrnt women made to the clinic was in itself
an example of his third factor in operation. They presented it as a

group which demanstrates both that they were seen as distinet from the
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viliage wonen and that they we.'r:e' cmpoble of orgmising themselves .. -
intemally ot a suffici.ent level to collect the monies. One man even.
told me that he had been pressured by his wife to mpend this weekends.
cit of Accra and working @ the clinic; an insight into the ability
of the women %o succeed as a pressure group by operating a number of
indiviaual pressure points: each woman member separately using her
influence on the males within her immediate envirament.

Retuming to the teacher, she was by education and occoupstion an
early example of the iype of new woman whom this paper has been
discussing. ©She equally qualifies as a ohengé agent; indeed as the
mly woman who introduced z real bricks~md-mortar and docunented
change. Infommts deseribed the clinic as her originel proposal for
which ghe gained the Eﬂippor‘b of the Queen mother and gurvey IV brought
in further evidence that it was seen by many villagers as her partieular
project. The vilia;gjers were asked what we-lly Imocwtnor oigrestions had
been made by migrats md among those lJ.sted was tie teacher and her
clinice Yet so far as I could leam, she had nod bean a migrant at the
tine the clinic was built. She had nawkeinls Ve oma bod e
classification was not baséd on eariier physical mobility, but rather
on a perception of her as a travelled and civilised woman who brought
back new ideas to the village. In othew woxdé, people cantinued to
tnink of her as a migrant even vhen she was a resident of the village.

The ooricept of migréncy ag a social trongfomation which persists
even when village residency was re-assumed explained the frequency
with which people discugsed future change by reference to a future in
which there would be increassing pmportion__of retire? migrants within
the general population md within positims of influence, (Suzvey IV
and V). Some felt that their effect would be destructive of village
life becanse zs migran'ta, ‘they had lost touch with village peonple and -
village customs but others anticipated a revitalisation of the villave -
as the ex-migrants introduced changes themselves end presgired

govemment agencies and their fellow villagers to gwwrort their
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developmant schemes. 3 full digcuszion of the role of the ex-
rigrant is not relevant here but this anticipatio of their
potentiazl wle may explain one reason wiy the women migrants never
suggested that the community women might come together agsin =and

rromote some other schane.

There were, in fact, two prposals under discussion, the duy
mirsery and the sxtensicn to the clinic; which sppeared suitable
projects for z repeat performance of the women's role in the original
cliniec yet no woman eVer suggested it. Neither was this because the
eurrent generation of women had lost interest in future developmant.
Reading their answers on the plamming and orgmisation of development
in the fuiure they listed migrant groups, such ag the associsgtion in
Accra; or groups in which migrmts snd villagers were members such as
the teachers association, or the fomation of a Town IDevelopment
committee made up of migrant and village representatives. (Survey V).
They also discussed the future role of the retuming ex-migrant and
a allimnce between the ex~migrants and the still migrent to work for
development. YNme of these groupings were sex-ascriptive in character
ad in addition women were already active in both the teacherts
association mnd the Accra asgociation. It geemed, therefore, that
the women concemed with development identified themselves with the
migrants and villagers smong the man win were equally concemed, md
who would agllow women %o participate in discugsiong and planing.
Thig snticipation of playing = role alonggide the men may explain
why these women never talked about reviving the women's allimnce
which had built the elinie.

Conclugion

The ethno graphers have tanded to treat women as "Passive sexmal
cb jects, as devoted mothers md dutiful wives", {Rosaldo and Lamphere
1974:1), whent looking at traditionsl society, and there hes been m
equal tendency to lock at women in contemporary West Africa as
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relativily passive eﬁd theoretically uninteresting participants in
the processes of change. Migratiom studies,  for exsmple, portray
wmen 38 a residual populstion left in the mur-l areas or they lodk -
ordly at the mother-wife role within the urban ares when the. woman
has followed her Imsband to towmn. The Rosaldo and Lamphere volume
ig an attempt to correct the view of women as ﬁassi\fe participants in
traditional ‘society and, in a sals:é', Little's book m African women
in towmg ig 4 compilation of what }{as beeﬁ written on the woman'a
owl regponse to urbmm life. (I.it'l.:'ie.1973). Unforbhmately its
emphasis o her assumption of a more active séma,l role gives the
©o0kK a somewhat narrow view of the new woman; ._Ta.gua. Nena's may
exist but they are not the sum total of urban womanhood nor are they

the model for the aspirations of most FOUNZ WomEN.

The migration of women has, of course, been a consequence on the
migrati'on. of men, either in the direct sense thzt the women have
followed their husbmd's to town or in the more indirect sense that
a climate of migrstion has been created in the mural areas which has
extended 6_ver time 0 include an acceptance that women might also
migrate. .In *this. study of Tsito, the women migrents were canly a third
of the total migrant poPuia,fipn; . they counted fewer educated migranta -
within their group than dld 'i:l“e men gnd they were under-represented
within the modem occup-z‘tlonal structure which now agccounted. for
most of the male mi gran ts. Hownver their migration and its consequences -

ignot simpl;gf_ a.llpa?Le: reflection . of the migration of the male.

Reference was made in the pzper to the more extreme oon-
sequences for rural de-populatim if wmen refuse to stay homey: "
for although the men have drawn women out of the villages as wives,
the permanent expdus of the men will result from a demand by women
to live only ia the +towns. Tsit_o was not 2t this point, as even

among the youngest Wwomen, ‘there was a sufficient pool who did not
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wigh to leasve snd most :‘..;j'_g_a;r:"rri: women oy Lenst expressted o willingness
te retire back o villege life. HNevertheless it is a potential pro-
blem which may ocour in meny African villages in the next two ox
three decedes. Tsitc people wers rather worried by the migration of
woment in thoir child-bearing years =nd the consequences for.the
integration of the next community generation in which a proportiom
would he the children of migrsnts brought up outside the village.
These children would lack, it was felt, those esgential cultural and
soclal linkages which wewe part of every child's socialisation when
it ocourred within the soeiety of the village. (Lloyd 1974:127)-

Inother consegquance of fthe migration of women iz that it opens
up the world of the village woman to informatim about the wordd in
which the migrant woman lives and works. Village womenn had had ofher
foms of access to information shout this world through suteilde
.sources paictrating the village or through the accounts of male
mlgrants. However,; thelr migrant sisters were morve effective as
comminiecators becase they had the dusl commen identity with those to
whome they pass on their informatiion of being vwoman and members in the

.

game communilty. Some Infomistion was consclously transaitted as the
mig‘rénts adviged, exhwrted, demmdsd cheige but thelr communicator
role was algo,. and perhaps more frequently, uneomscicusly exercised.
By oral descripticn of their lives or =ingly by demenstration in the
Wsyé in which they behaved, their poséessions, their reactims fo
villzge life, their whole symbolic p're_-_Sentation ,of themselves, many
of these migrant women, particularly;"_ the urbmn mnd the educated,
trmemitted the information that théi‘é".ére altemate modes of being

g woman than the ones known in Teito.

The tranmmission of this infomation was facilitated by the
expectation, held hy both migrmtes and villagers, that the sigrant

in transfomsed by migrancy. They are recomised as more 'civilised!
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than the villager: as having had access to new infomation agnd new
ideas; ag having built inte their migramt role a legitimate com= .
mmicstor funetion. A1l migrants tand to tranamit infomatim

largely within the context of face-to~-face interasction with othex
villagers; their kin, their peer groups, their friends; amall scale,
private zone interactiong. This is particularly true of the women who
did not speak in the public forums availsble to the men; clan meetings
and churh or village sponsored gatherings. However whilst the private
zone igs more difficult o document, infomatim transmission within
this field is probably more accountable for changes in mural attitudes .
and acceptance of change tha the speeches and projects proposed in

the public forum. | S

The gpparent passivity of the women on the public forum level
does not mean that they are unconcemed with development and change
at the community level. The women migrants intexviewed had cleax
views m the pmwjects that they wisghed to see in the village and were
prepared to express ecriticism of the village conflicts and the _
govemmental neglect which they gaw as having blocked past development.
They were also prepared to propose ways in which the future mobiliga-
tion of the community should be brought about and new projects unden
takeati.

Thelr volubiliw ran contrary to the usual impression of women
as mhv&lved in commmity development. Bven in indrey Smock's
detailed study. of ethnic associations, there is no reference to women
within the index, few references to them in the text md the general
tone is that the politics of commmity development are as much a
preserve of the men as the etlmographers mce described the polities
of traditional society. (Smock 1971)s I+t may be, of course, that just
as the traditional woman was an active, if covert, political role
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player, the ocontemporary woman does play a role in development but -
a role non-gpparent to the ocutside reseaicher. Obgervation in Tsiio
suggeated, for example, that as the village women have leamt more
about outaide conditimns they are beginming to pressure for mn
improvement in their own living amd economie opportunities within
the village.

Tsito provided, however, one remarkable example of women
adopting a development pw ject and seeing to it that it came to
fruition. The clinic was elearly in the interests of the women and
their children and it mgy be that women's general failuve to support
commnity development schemes is because many schemes do not strike
women as relevant to their om goals but rather to theose of the men.
&other factor in the clinic is that, if the women had not taken over
the project, it may not have built at all. The conflicts within the
male sector blocked any leader emerging who could have sponsored the
scheme whereas the women, being outside the confliets, could produce a
leadership which could sppesl for community support without provoking
the hostility of elther conflict grouping. If the men had been
united =nd prepared to build the olinic the women need not have
acted publicly but quietly pressured for the clinic in the backgroumd.
This may explain another reason why women have such little visibility
on the development scene; =0 long as men are prepared and able to
lead and organise then women have neither the opportwmity nor the need
to act.

The clinice projedt might be read as a demmstration that women
are a latent force for commnity development; this is probably true
but whether or not this foxce might be tapped by govemments agencles
is rather more gquestionable. The trend in Tsito was for the young
md development oriented woman to be thinking in tems of working
with the men rather than acting as a separate feminist group. In
additiam there is an undoubted risk in any agency sponsoring a too
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6)

Suxvey V

A somple of 155 migrants, of whom 65 were women, were inter-
viewed o their attitudes towsrds migratio, migrnis =2nd the
migrnt role for change. The subject area was, therefors the
same as in survey IV but in this survey the qestion of fomat
was usually closed whilst in the village survey the questions
had been left open. It also included some additional questing
which had been suggested by the mswers given by the villagers
or from discussions with the migrants themselves.

A few migrmts and villagers did suggest that children should

be gart to spend fime in Taito, however, I found that the
gmeral reactiom to the migrants! children whe were staying

in the village was unfavourable. They were said o be gpoilt,
undisciplined and lacking in respect %o the elders. (Survey III).
The Fra~fra mazy not face the same pmblems as their children
live within a more encapsulated envirmment wher in Acera but

in Tgite the circulation of children bebtween the urban and rural
environments was seenr as an inadequate solution to a complex
problam.

We may represent the set of cbserved sociazl relatimeahips
existing within 2 specified ccllectivity of individuals as
lines (standing for the relatiomships) connecting point
(stending for individuais. (Mitchell 1973:23)).

Skinner notes that Mossi women believed that the lives of
their migrant sister's were much esgier then their owm =nd
had these beliefs reinforcsd by infomation fed into the

gociety by these migrants when they visited home. (Skinner

1965:75). | o

In a sample of ninety-seven women migrants, half never sent
my monay to their families but o third made some financial
cantribution each month.

Hot mly were different indicators of contach used but both
migrants and villagers were asked the same set of contact
questiog. When thelr answers were compared a range of
discrepancies showed that ncot mly did the migrants perceive
their own performance more favoursbly thap did their families
but that the perceptusl differences were greater whanever the
qestion touched m- gome partioularly sensitive issue within
migrant/viliager relatimehips.
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R

10)

Tal

Mitchell has m Interesting discussion on the rel-timaship
between dist-nee from home =md the migrant's level of invol-
vement with his rural commmity. (Mitchell 1973: 287-314).

QMlary degscribes the Pare wage eamers in the following terms
“"They create importsnt: links tc the ocutside world, serve as
diffuedrd of infomation -sbout far away places md new ideas®.

{0'Darr 1973:73).
In Caldwell's gtudy, the villagers and the urban migrents
selected o similoer Set of reasong either in favour of femsles

rigration or ageinst it. (Caldwell 1969:106).

Cohen discusses the gymbolic forms or life styles that gyoups

will adopt e distinguish themselves from others md the con-

germuent use mzde of such extemal sims as facial markings,
hair styles, dresa md =0 forth. (Cohen 1974:74). Southall,
writing mich earlier, digcusses the way in which "Worms are

"oftén synbolically expressed® and makes specific reference to
MPashicis of dress, mamners of eating, material possessimms

and hOll?ing, certain types of verbal expressim™. (Southall
1961:20),
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