











Thinning the
turf cover

— continued from page 1
(3) Will it cause shifts in species con-
tent?

The practice of thinning has grown
and the development of more efficient
machines has continued for 50-60
years. There are a great number of flail-
type machines in use for thinning.
There is a good assortment of ma-
chines that give both thinning and
groove-slicing. These differ from verti-
cal mowers and flails which are not de-
signed to disturb the soil.

Theory, Use and Results
From Thinning (Dethatching)
The theoretical benefits of thinning go

beyond thatch reduction. Thinning
makes room for new tillers, which is
possibly as important as reducing the
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thatch layer. Thinning reduces loose
stolons and fluffy senescent turf. Most
overlooked is its use for discouraging
one species over another. Figures 1
and 2 on the front page give some of my
research, which showed thinning turf
can reduce bentgrass and increase
Kentucky bluegrass. Annual thinning in
September-October over five years en-
abled Kentucky bluegrass to become
highly dominant over bentgrass. In
contrast, May thinning suppressed
Kentucky bluegrass and enabled bent-
grass to become a major component of
the turf.

This test was preceded by several de-
foliation observations on thinning of turf
showing the following results of interest
and potential for research.

(1) Thinning of a New Jersey lawn of
Merion Kentucky bluegrass that was
losing vigor (apparently from thatch and
related problems) was thinned severely
(50% removal of green aspect) in Octo-
ber with the thought this would not harm
the lawn and still permit recovery by
spring. The result was serious winter-
kill.
(2) An observation on a Kentucky blue-
grass lawn that received April thinning
at the Wooster Ohio Experiment Sta-
tion gave better regrowth in spring and
summer as compared with the untreated
checks.
(3) May thinning gave increases in
crabgrass on some of my tests.
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