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President’s Message
by Dr. Karen Plumley, NJTA President

A SNOWSTORM OF GOOD NEWS

A snowflake is one of Nature's most fragile creations, but 
look what they can do when they stick together! -Author 
Unknown

If you pick up a newspaper these days, it seems that all the news 
is bad. And if you, like the rest of us, could use some good news, 
this issue of Clippings has something for you. There are a lot 
of positive things happening in our industry: Rutgers is train­
ing award winning students to keep our industry strong (Page 
9). NJTA just had a successful EXPO in the face of a declin­
ing economy (Page 5). How is that possible you might ask? 
Because education and training have long been the keys to a 
successful, middle class life. Because NJTA’s mission includes 
supporting our members by providing educational opportuni­
ties that are timely and relevant to their employment. Because 
NJTA’s mission also includes supporting research and scholar­
ship at Rutgers University to support our members both now and 
in the future. Because being a member of NJTA helps to make 
all these things possible.

But if you’re still not convinced being a member of NJTA is 
a worthwhile way to spend $75 these days, read the article by 
Shaun Barry, Membership Committee Chairman, on the value 
of NJTA membership (Page 14), look at the things NJTA has 
been able to accomplish in partnership with the NJ Green Indus­
try Council (Page 5) and come join us for the Rutgers Turfgrass 
Research Golf Classic and help us add to the over $830,000 the 
NJ Turfgrass Foundation has raised to support Rutgers Univer­
sity (page 20). It takes a lot of people working together to ac­
complish these things. People like new NJTA board member, 
Pat Dolan (Page 10). Dedicated members of the turfgrass indus­
try like Rutgers Turfgrass Alumni Association Award winner, 
Shaun Barry (Page 22). Visionary people like founding member 
Leo Cleary, who saw the need for an organization of turfgrass 
professionals, generated the enthusiasm to make it happen and 
served as the first president of NJTA (page 16). No one person 
could have accomplished all of this on their own. It took lots of 
‘snowflakes’ sticking together. As we look down the road, no 
one knows what lies ahead, but one thing is certain. If we stick 
together we can create a snowstorm of positive initiatives in the 
turf industry.
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NJGIC & NJTA...Perfect Fit
by Thom Ritchie & Nancy Sadlon

The Green Industry Expo this past December was very 
special. The New Jersey Green Industry Council 
became an official partner for the first time with The 
New Jersey Turfgrass Association at the Green Expo 
at the Trump Taj Mahal in Atlantic City.

This turned out to be a ‘Win, Win’ for everyone. This 
is a natural fit and has been forming for years through 
the NJTA Allied Associations committee and NJTA 
hosting a luncheon/meeting of major landscape, turf- 
grass and tree associations from the state and the for­
mer AEC now (NJGIC). This was, and is, the forum 
for representatives to discuss their concerns, issues, 
needs, and have an opportunity to build a better un­
derstanding and form valuable relationships. This was 
the goal of NJTA and the mission and vision of the 
Allied Associations committee.

Through the years the AEC evolved into the NJGIC 
to better represent the needs of the green industry. 
Through the efforts of Nancy Sadlon, NJGIC Execu­
tive Director, the board, our lobby group, State Street 
Associates, has taken an active role in representing the 
green industry in Trenton. They have been the lobby­
ists who work for the needs of the green industry as­
sociations. In these times, the need is critical to have 
representation to protect the industry from unfair leg­
islation and regulation that is not based on science. 
They help protect our workers and consumers form 
unprofessional work and an unsafe work environment. 
They also help protect us from unfair and unreason­
able regulations.

This year NJGIC brought David Crow, President, DC 
Legislative and Regulatory Services, to Green Expo 
as our keynote speaker, and Joseph Roberts, Speaker 
of NJ Assembly (a Rutgers graduate). This has helped 
us all understand what we need to do for the future of 
our industry. NJGIC has shown that they will help 
lead us into the future and what we all need to do to 
help support this mission.

NJGIC held its Silent Auction on the trade show floor. 
Many green industry companies donated items to help 
raise funds for legislative and regulatory initiatives 
that protect and benefit the green industry. The auc­
tion went well and all donors and auction participants 
have helped us all with their contributions.

continued on page 19

LIFE IS BUSY...
by Cece Peabody, MAT, CMP, 

NJTA Executive Director

You hear this all the time —"I'm 
so-o-o-o- busy!" You're right...
Life is busy...busy with work projects, 
busy with events, busy with friends, 
busy with travel, and busy with family.
Sometimes we wonder how we can fit doing 
so many different things into one day. But we 
manage, don't we?

We get the job done when we need to get the job 
done....we take care of business, and family, and 
friends...and if we don't finish it today, then we 
start on it tomorrow, right where we left off.

I really think we enjoy being busy, and feeling like 
what we are doing is contributing in some way to 
the greater good...for our job, for our family, for 
our association, for our industry. So...if you're not 
too busy, send me an email and let me know how 
busy your life is. And I'll reply too...if I'm not too 
busy.

execdirector@njturfgrass.org

PATRONS

Clippings & Green World would like to THANK 

our Patrons for their continued support. 
Add your name and/or business name

to a growing list of supporters:

• Alan G. Cruse Inc. - Jim Cruse

• Bayer ES - Shaun M. Barry

• Grass Roots, Inc. - Ken & Keith Kubik

• National Seed - Ken Griepentrog

• Plant Food Company - Ted Platz

• Turf Trade - Alan Phillips

Call (973) 812-6467 to become a Patron 

or email: execdirector@njturfgrass.org

RATES: $100.00 per year



Partnership of NJGIC and NJTA at Green Expo 
was a Great Success! by Chris Carson, Expo Chairman

Despite some concerns about the difficult econo- 

my, Green Expo 2008 proved to be a big success! At­
tendance was equal to past years, and responded well 
to the changes we implemented this year.

Green Expo is first and foremost an education con­
ference, and this year’s program was exceptionally 
strong. In addition to obtaining high quality education 
and research from our diverse lineup of speakers, pes­
ticide applicator recertification points were available 
in abundance. Our new partner, the NJ Green Industry 
Council (more about them later) provided us with two 
nationally known speakers: David Crow and Speaker 
of the NJ Assembly Joseph Roberts. Their presenta­
tions offered important perspective to our show, and 
gave our attendees an insider view of what’s happen­
ing in New Jersey and the Federal government.

We moved our education sessions nearer the NJTA 
registration booth, and this proved to be a hit as it kept 
our show more compact and easier to negotiate.

Attendees appreciated the classroom setup as well, 
which allowed easier note taking and more comfort. 
We hope to continue this setup in the future.

Our Trade Show floor was well laid out and well at­
tended, and the high quality food court was enjoyed 
by all. New this year was the NJ Green Industry 
Council’s Silent Auction. Many items were offered, 
with the proceeds going to the GIC’s mission of get­
ting the green industry’s message out to the state’s 
legislature and regulatory bodies. This auction gener­
ated over $21,000 for that purpose, a record for the 
GIC... evidence of the symbiosis that can occur when 
groups work together for common causes. NJTA con­
tinues to explore other possible partnerships like this 
one to enhance our show, improve our profession, and 
to work together for our mutual interests.

From a social standpoint, Green Expo continues to 
get better every year. In addition to the many oppor­
tunities for informal social gathering, serendipitous 
‘hall meetings’, and the long-standing tradition of the

Pub, two hospitality suites were also available.

Thanks to Grass Roots for the Tuesday night Golf‘Mix 
and Mingle’ (I counted more than 170 in attendance), 
and also to Seeton Turf and Fisher & Son for their 
Wednesday night parties on the 14th floor

(I couldn’t even try to count... too crowded!). It is 
our goal to make sure that all attendees have multiple 
opportunities to meet new people, greet old friends, 
and enjoy themselves in the process... and with the 
help of committed companies like Grass Roots, Fish­
er, and Seeton we succeed!

Our thanks also to Mary Lou DesChamps of Storr 
Tractor. We dedicated Green Expo 2008 to her and to 
the memory of her husband Paul for their long-stand­
ing support of NJTA and Green Expo. During a brief, 
emotional presentation at the General Session, Mary 
Lou was recognized and warmly received by the audi­
ence of over 300. That large group then walked next 
door to the annual Storr Tractor luncheon, another vis­
ible display of the support that Mary Lou gives all of 
us.

Rob Finnesey from Tree Tech, Chris Walick from 
Course Contractors, Inc., and Lee Kozsey from Syn­
genta continued their support of our show with high- 
level sponsorships. We thank them for this support!

Our trade show vendors make a substantial commit­
ment to our show, a commitment that becomes more 
difficult to make during economic decline. I hope that 
all Green Expo attendees - and all NJTA members- 
consider this support when you make buying deci­
sions for your operation in 2009.

Green Expo 2008 proved once again to be a high qual­
ity conference, and NJTA promises to try to outdo our­
selves next year. To that end, I would appreciate any 
comments or suggestions you might have that will 
help us. My email address is echolakecc@aol.com, 
and I welcome your comments.

See pictures from the 2008 Expo 
starting on page 10...
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What Do Lacrosse
Parents Think About
Sports Fields?

by Brad Park and Dr. John Grande

Applied Turfgrass Research from Rutgers, the State University, and the New Jersey Turfgrass Association

Do lacrosse parents have opinions about the playing 

surfaces on which their sons and daughters compete? 
A survey developed in cooperation with the Rutgers 
University Snyder Research & Extension Farm, Pitt- 
stown, NJ determined lacrosse parent stakeholders’ 
views on issues including field quality expectations, 
pesticide applications, increased budgeting for sports 
field improvement, and synthetic infill fields.

In late summer 2007, the Rutgers Snyder Research & 
Extension Farm established seven acres of a tall fes­
cue and Kentucky bluegrass turf for the purpose of 
demonstrating how farming principles can be used 
to develop “utility” sports fields. In many rural and 
suburban areas of New Jersey where land selection is 
still feasible, “utility” sports fields can potentially be 
developed on land that is naturally suited for sports 
fields - and subsequently reduce the high cost of major 
construction activity.

These principles included first choosing a naturally 
crowned site with good quality agricultural soils that 
did not require extensive earthmoving as part of the 
site preparation process and had adequate internal 
drainage and moderate rock issues. Lime and pre­
plant fertilizers were applied based on soil test results 
and incorporated using a disc harrow . A land leveler 
was then used to create a smooth surface, followed 
by rock picking. Final seedbed preparation was com­
pleted using a roller harrow. A Brillion Seeder was 
calibrated to deliver 350 lbs of seed per acre and fol­
lowing natural rainfall, seedling emergence was evi­
dent 13 days after seeding. Equipment, supply and 
labor costs were documented throughout the project.

Although in many cases necessary, sports fields are 
often constructed on sites that require extensive earth­
moving.

The result is costly engineering designs and extensive 
topsoil disturbance. In these cases, heavy road con­
struction equipment is often used during construction 
and ultimately over compacts the soil compromising 
turfgrass establishment and future management.

After the successful establishment of the fields, the 
Rutgers Snyder Research & Extension Farm hosted 
a lacrosse event in July 2008 to showcase the new 
fields to the public as well as demonstrate field devel­
opment and construction using the farming principles 
described above. The event brought several hundred 
lacrosse parents and players to Hunterdon County, NJ 
and players were able to use the fields for practices 
and scrimmages. The parents and coaches, as stake­
holder groups, were presented information regarding 
project details.

A survey issued to the parents of players revealed their 
various opinions regarding sports fields - and the high 
bar they have set for field conditions. When parents 
(sixty-three responding) were asked what playing sur­
face conditions they deemed to be minimally accept­
able, 69% indicated either uniform turfgrass cover 
throughout the field with no bare soil or voids in the 
turf OR good turf cover throughout the field and thin 
turfgrass cover in front of goals.

continued on page 7
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What Do Lacrosse
Parents Think About
Sports Fields?...continued

by Brad Park and Dr. John Grande 

Only 25% thought that moderate turf cover through­
out the field and bare soil in front of goal mouths and 
penalty kick areas was acceptable. These conditions 
are very common on Board of Education and Munici­
pal fields in New Jersey. Interestingly, of the 69% 
of parents that found thin turf cover in front of goal 
mouths OR no voids in the turf minimally acceptable, 
28% of those parents would not support the use of a 
herbicide on the sports field where their child plays 
- even if the application resulted in fewer bare areas 
resulting from dead annual weeds. plays - even if the 
application resulted in fewer bare areas resulting from 
dead annual weeds.

Parents did express a high level of support for in­
creased expenditures for improvement of natural turf 
fields. When asked whether they would support in­
creased budgeting for seed, equipment, and personnel 
if it meant field conditions could improve with fewer 
pesticide inputs, 75% of fifty-one parents responding 
answered “Yes.” Similarly, 88% of parents (50 re­
sponding) supported increased use of water resources 
(including the installation/upgrade of an irrigation 
system) if field conditions would improve as a result.

In the midst of significant media attention towards 
human health and synthetic infill sports fields in sum­
mer 2008, parents were asked about their opinion of 
synthetic infill fields. Question 9 of the survey stated,
“What is your general feeling regarding synthet­
ic infill surfaces (i.e. tire rubber or tire rubber + 
sand-filled playing surfaces)?”

Forty-five parents responded to this question and 35% 
answered, “Synthetics provide an all-weather, uniform 
playing surface compared to natural surfaces and are a 
worthwhile expenditure.” Thirty-eight percent (38%) 
chose, “Although costly and human health questions 
remain, synthetics provide a benefit to youth athletics 
program.” The remaining 27% of those responding 
voiced concern over synthetic installations by select­
ing, “The human health questions and costs outweigh 
any potential benefits of synthetic turf fields.”

When the question was posed, “Would you prefer to 
see your child play on a synthetic or natural turf 
playing surface?” 81% of the forty-seven parents an­
swering chose natural surfaces over synthetic.

These results provide a look into the minds of par­
ents whose children play on the surfaces overseen by 
sports field managers. While there still appears to be 
a strong preference for natural grass, the expectation 
for playing surface quality is high.

The authors would like to thank JoAnn Stevely and 
the Rutgers Snyder Research & Extension Farm staff 
for their hard work in administering the survey.

Brad Park is Sports Turf Research & Education Co­
ordinator, Rutgers University; Dr. John Grande is Di­
rector, Rutgers Snyder Research & Extension Farm

continued on page 8



At a summer 2008 lacrosse event 
held at the Rutgers Snyder Research 
& Extension Farm, parent stakehold­
ers were asked their opinions on a 
range of sports field issues, including 
synthetic turf.

What Do Lacrosse
Parents Think About

Sports Fields?

WOULD YOU PREFER TO SEE YOUR CHILD PLAY ON A 
SYNTHETIC OR NATURAL TURF PLAYING SURFACE?1

1Survey conducted at Rutgers Snyder Research & Extension Farm lacrosse 
event on July 10, 2008; 47 lacrosse parents answered this question.

(Photo by Brad Park): 
Lacrosse students enjoyed 
seven acres of tall fescue 
turf at the Rutgers Snyder 
Research & Extension Farm 
in July 2008.

The turfgrass was estab­
lished for the purpose 
of demonstrating how 
“utility” sports fields can 
be constructed using 
farming principles.

The importance of water 
resources to sports field 
performance was 
recognized by lacrosse 
parent stakeholders who 
answered a survey at a 
summer 2008 lacrosse 
event sponsored by the 
Rutgers Snyder Research 
& Extension Farm.

WOULD YOU SUPPORT INCREASED USE OF WATER RESOURCES 
(INCLUDING INSTALLATION/UPGRADE OF AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM) IF 

YOU FELT FIELD CONDITIONS WOULD IMPROVE AS A RESULT?1

1Survey conducted at Rutgers Snyder Research & Extension Farm lacrosse event 
on July 10, 2008; 50 lacrosse parents answered this question.



Eight Graduate Students in the Plant Biology Graduate 
Program Receive Awards at the Annual Meeting of the 

Crop Science Society of America (CSSA) Held in 
Houston, Texas from October 5-9, 2008

Jo Anne Crouch, who graduated from the Plant Bi­
ology Graduate Program in May 2008, received the 
Gerald O. Mott Scholarship Award from the CSSA at 
their awards ceremony on Monday, October 6th. The 
Mott Scholarship is provided each year to a meritori­
ous student in the Crop Science Society who has dem­
onstrated outstanding potential for leadership.

Seven other graduate students received awards at the 
CSSA C-5 Division business meeting on Wednesday, 
October 8th for their research presentations at this 
year’s annual meeting. Over 100 students competed 
in the C-5 Division’s oral paper and poster competi­
tion. In the Soils and Water Session, John C. Ingua- 
giato took 1st place for his oral presentation entitled, 
Topdressing Incorporation and Sand Shape Effects on 
Anthracnose Severity of Annual Bluegrass.

Patrick McCullough was awarded 1st place and 
Robert Shortell received 2nd place honors from the 
Industry Committee for their talks on Bispyribac-sodi­
um Metabolism in Annual Bluegrass, Creeping Bent- 
grass, and Perennial Ryegrass, and The Influence of 
Nitrogen Fertility on the Tolerance of Kentucky Blue­
grass (Poa pratensis L.) to Bispyribac-sodium Herbi­
cide, respectively. Emily Merewitz was awarded 2nd 
place for her poster entitled, Physiological Responses 
of Drought Stressed Creeping Bentgrass Transgenic 
for an Ipt Gene Controlling Cytokinin Synthesis from 
the Turfgrass Breeders Committee, and Jon Bokmey- 
er received 2nd place and Matt Koch took 3rd place 
honors for their oral presentations entitled, Combin­
ing Ability of Brown Patch Resistance in Tall Fescue, 
and Greenhouse Screening of Perennial Ryegrass 
Cultivars for Salinity Tolerance, respectively. Final­
ly, in the Physiology and Ecology Session, Yan Xu 
was awarded 2nd place for her talk on the Effects of 
Plant Growth Regulators and Biostimulants on Sum­
mer Bentgrass Decline.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 
OF OUR STUDENTS 

FOR DOING SUCH A FINE JOB!

BRUCE CLARKE, DIRECTOR 
CENTER FOR TURFGRASS SCIENCE

Rutgers Graduate Students 

who recently received Awards 

at the Annual Meeting of the 

Crop Science Society of Amer­

ica held in Houston, Texas, 

October 5-9, 2008.

Left to Right:

Rob Shortell, Jo Anne Crouch, 

Yan Xu, Jon Bokmeyer, John 

Inguagiato, Emily Merewitz, 

Patrick McCullough, and 

Matt Koch.



Meet a NJTA Board Member: Patrick Dolan

Since graduating in 1998 from Penn State University with a degree in Turfgrass Science 

I have been at Copper Hill Country Club. I began my tenure as an assistant superintendent 

and became the superintendent in 2006. Copper Hill is

a family orientated private club, located in Flemington, 

with a great membership that has provided 

me with wonderful opportunities. Outside of work I 

enjoy golfing, fishing, and skiing. As an eleven year

member of the NJTA, I look forward for the chance

to serve the members and the association.

The Rutgers Plant Diagnostic Lab
The Plant Diagnostic Laboratory
provides accurate and timely diagnoses 
of plant problems.
Below is a sample of services performed:

Disease and Insect Pest Diagnosis

Plant and Weed Identification

Insect Identification

Fungus and Mold Identification

Nematode Assays

Screening for Neotyphodium Endophytes 

Fungicide Resistance Screening 

Other Services Available by Contract

For more information please call us at 
732/932-9140 or visit the web for sample 
submission instructions and forms at:
www.rcre.rutgers.edu/plantdiagnosticlab.

The Rutgers Soil Testing Lab
The Rutgers Soil Testing Laboratory performs 
chemical and mechanical analyses of soils.
The following services are routinely performed
Landscape
Level 1 Fertility Test: Nutrients, pH, recommendations 
Level 2 Problem Solver (soil/plant suitability test)
Level 3 Topsoil Evaluation

Greenhouse
Saturated (Organic) Media Extract Analysis: Nutrients, pH, 
electrical conductivity, inorganic nitrogen

Sport Turf
Level 1 Fertility Test: Nutrients, pH, recommendations 
Level 2 Complete Test: Nutrients, pH, estimated CEC &

cation saturation, soluble salt level, organic matter* 
content, soil textural class

Level 3 Sand Root Zone Test

*Organic matter content would be determined by loss-on-ignition for 
golf course greens, as described by USGA guidelines.

For more information please call us at 
732/932-9295, or visit us on the web at:
www.rcre.rutgers.edu/soiltestinglab

www.rcre.rutgers.edu/services

NJ AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION
RUTGERS

COOPERATIVE RESEARCH & EXTENSION

THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY
RUTGERS

COOK COLLEGE

http://www.rcre.rutgers.edu/soiltestinglab
http://www.rcre.rutgers.edu/services
www.rcre.rutgers.edu/plantdiagnosticlab
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Why Should I Join the 
New Jersey Turfgrass Association?

by Shaun Barry

The most important factor that allows any organization or 
association to be viable is its membership. Leaders come 
from its membership. Change comes from its member­
ship. Ideas come from its membership. Strength comes 
from its membership. This list could go on and on but I 
am not telling you anything that you don't know. In your 
personal and professional life you see the importance of 
being a part of something every single day.

Since you are reading Clippings, there is a very good 
chance that you currently are a member of the NJTA or 
have been. I would like to ask you to consider renewing 
your membership for 2009, if you haven't done so already. 
If you aren't a member, then please consider becoming a 
member. Why should you renew or join this association? 
If you are a part of this Green Industry there are many 
important reasons.

The NJTA's mission is to promote the entire Green Industry 
(your industry) and enhance the environment through pro­
fessionalism, leadership and our partnership with Rutgers 
University. With this partnership our members have direct 
access to important findings and ongoing research in every 
part of our industry. From Lawn and Landscape to Golf, 
Arborists, Cemeteries, Sports Fields and everything in-be­
tween, you will find answers to your problems. The reason 
that there are answers is because the staff at Rutgers is 
responding to requests from the industry. Come to one of 
their Field Days in August and see that they are listening. 
Part of the reason that they are doing this is because they 
can do this and some of that is because they have funding 
from the NJTA. Without this help many of their research 
trials would have to be delayed or ended. With your mem­
bership and active support for the NJTA, it is able to be an 
important partner with Rutgers.

Other than our Executive Director, Cece Peabody, this as­
sociation functions totally through the help of non-paid 
volunteers from within the industry. They became NJTA 
members first and then saw the need for this association 
to grow and get stronger. With this request we are trying 
to make that happen. Take the first step and you will be 
helping yourself and your industry. We have almost 600 
members with a goal of 1,000.

continued on page 15

It’s Time To Take 
A Closer Look 

At Your Turf 

Management 
Program.

AQUATROLS: A Comprehensive Line of 
Water Management Tools

Enhanced Matrix Flow Soil Surfactant Use on high maintenance areas to 
promote and preserve turf uniformity. 
Also great for overseeding and turf 
“transition".*

This soil surfactant provides rapid 
recovery of turf under water-related 
stress such as localized dry spots 
and wet spots. *

This injectable surfactant reduces 
the occurrence of hot spots and wet 
spots on large turf areas while using 
less water and energy.

* Also available in spreadable, water dispersible 
granular format. Contact your distributor for details.

Distributed By:

grass roots
Phone (973) 361-5943 • Fax (973) 366-0616

Fisher & Son
COMPANY, INC.

The “Green Industry" Supplier

Superior Products for the 
Turf and Horticultural Professional!

800.262.2127

Explore our new, interactive website:

fisherandson.com

110 Summit Drive 
Exton, Pennsylvania 19341 

800.262.2127 * fax 610.363.0563
fisherandson.com

BASF

Bayer

Earthworks

Grigg Brothers

Lebanon

Lido Chem

Plant Health Care

PROKoZ

Syngenta

TriCure

fisherandson.com
fisherandson.com


Reasons to be Members of NJTA... continued

On page 18, you will see a membership form that 
you can use. It is also available through our web site. 
(www.njturfgrass.org). You will find several options 
for you or additional members of your company. You 
will see that we have tried to keep the pricing as low 
as possible. It is important to us that we make it af­
fordable if you see the value of membership.

While you are making your decision please consider 
the reasons listed below in addition to the ones listed 
above:
1. Legislative impact in Trenton. We are now part 
of the process especially since Rutgers completed its 
Economic Survey representing all parts of our indus­
try.
2. Access to Education and Research through 
Rutgers and within the pages of our Clippings News­
letter that you will receive every quarter.
3. Industry alerts to our members.

4. Information on Pesticide Applicator License 
Points.
5. Savings on Expo and Field Days. If you attend 
both of these you can actually cover the cost of your 
membership dues. If however you can't attend both 
of these functions the information discussed at these 
events is the best help that you can get and you will 
have easy access to it.

I know you are busy, but if you decide to join the 
NJTA, it is a good thing to do it now. We need your 
support to be successful and if we are successful our 
industry is a winner.

Thanks for considering membership in the associa­
tion and if you have any questions please contact us 
and we will be there to help.

Plant Food Company, Inc. 
The Liquid Fertilizer Experts 

We specialize in liquid fertilizers 
and sell many other types of 
fertilizers, biostimulants, lime 
and protection products. 
Everything in the green industry, 
including trees and shrubs, turf 
and flowers, grow  stronger and 
more beautiful with our products. 
Contact us to learn more and 
request your free catalog.

800.562.1291 
609.443.8038 (fax) 
pfc@plantfoodco.com 
www.plantfoodco.com

Grow with us a part of our expanding family of customers.

http://www.plantfoodco.com
www.njturfgrass.org


NJTA’S HALL OF FAME AWARD
by Keith Kubik

The New Jersey Turfgrass Association’s Hall of Fame Award is “presented annually to a person in recog­

nition of a continuing lifetime commitment of dedication, service, and achievements contributing to the 

advancement of the turfgrass industry of New Jersey.” This award was first given in 1974. As the NJTA 

nears our 40th anniversary in 2010, we felt it was appropriate to highlight the past winners of our highest 

award.

The following is a reprint from the “New Jersey Turfgrass Association 10th Anniversary Commemorative 

Book (1980).

James L. Cleary (1977)
James L. Cleary, popularly and widely known as “Leo”, preached the gospel of “Turfgrass industry unity” 

for many years to all who would listen. His strong and persistent “push” for an organization of profes­

sional turfgrass interests generated the interest and enthusiasm which was the formation of the New Jersey 

Turfgrass Association. Recognized as one of the founding fathers of the New Jersey Turfgrass Associa­

tion, he was the unanimous choice of his peers to serve as the Association’s first President. As he trav­

eled about the United States and Canada representing the W.A. Cleary Corporation as its Vice President, 

Leo always managed to find the time to council, inspire, and encourage the young aspirant to a career in 

Turfgrass Management. In 1971, he founded the Leo Cleary Corporation and served as the Corporations 

President until his retirement in 1978.
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Rutgers Extension 
Offices & Numbers

RCE of Atlantic County (609) 625-0056

RCE of Bergen County (201) 336-6780

RCE of Burlington County (609) 265-2900 

RCE of Camden County (856) 566-2900

RCE of Cape May County (609) 465-5115 

RCE of Cumberland County (856) 451-2800 

RCE of Essex County (973) 228-2210

RCE of Gloucester County (856) 307-6450 

RCE of Hunterdon County (908) 788-1339 

RCE of Mercer County (609) 989-6830

RCE of Middlesex County (732) 398-5262
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RCE of Somerset County (908) 526-6293

RCE of Sussex County (973) 948-3040

RCE of Union County (908) 654-9854

RCE of Warren County (908) 475-6505

Please notify the NJTA office if any of the above 
numbers have changed. Thank you.

973-812-6467

Rutgers Extension 
Offices & Numbers
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NJGIC & NJTA...Perfect Fit
...continued from page 4

The NJGIC Advisory Forum for industry leaders was 
held on Wednesday, December 10th, and it was a dy­
namic lunch. Now we are moving forward in a posi­
tive direction for the future. There are many people 
who deserve thanks for this effort but no one indi­
vidual can be singled out. “It is amazing what can be 
accomplished when no one cares who gets the credit 
for it”.

Working together for each other to strengthen our 
industry is why we continue to 
move forward.

Thom Ritchie
NJTA Allied Associations
Committee

Nancy Sadllon
NJGIC Executive Director

Congratulations! 
Winner of the One Night 

at the Trump Taj and 
Dinner for

Two Drawing held 
at Green Expo...

Kevin J. Flynn

Hamilton Twp

Thanks to the Green Expo 
Sponsors...and More.
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Registration form for Golf Classic, Monday May 4, 2009
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Rutgers Turfgrass Alumni Association 
Achievement Award 2008

These notes were presented by Thom Ritchie at the
Rutgers Turfgrass Graduation and Awards Dinner. 

This year’s recipient is a beacon for our industry.

• He is respected and loved by all who know him.

• He sets an example for service to others and is a 
true friend to all.

• He played golf at St. Peter’s in New Brunswick and 
was the #1 man.

• He planned on playing on his college team at Murry 
State University, but a shoulder injury ended that 
chance.

• A member at Tamarack Golf Course (Middlesex 
county) - had a wide reputation of consistently 
shooting under par and Won the Club Championship.

• Worked for W. A. Cleary for 10 years selling turfgrass 
chemicals

• Moved to Bayer as a long term Sales Representative

• Is a member at Lahinch Golf Club in Lahinch, Ireland

•Travels to Ireland annually to play golf, often 
organizing groups.

• Director - in NJ Turfgrass Association.

• Chairman of the membership committee and Golf 
Classic Committee that raises funds to go to Rutgers 
Turfgrass Science Dept. for research.

• Awarded NJTA Member of the Year in 2007.

• Always there with his camera at industry events,

• A good Match maker too - He introduced NJTA 
President, Dr. Karen Plumley to her husband Ron 
Luepke, GC Superintendent.

• A Board Member of GCSANJ for more than 20 years.

• In 2005 the NJ Golf Course Superintendents 
Association Honored him with their Distinguished 
Service Award.

• In 1996 the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of New Jersey also recognized him with 
Their Member of The Year award.

Congratulations to Shaun Barry

A surprised Shaun Barry accepting his award.

Shaun Barry, center holding award plaque, with Joseph 
Bianco (left) and Thom Ritchie (right)



CALENDAR
~ 2009 NJTA Events ~

Monday, May 4, 2009 
Rutgers Turfgrass Research 

Golf Classic 
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club

Tuesday, August 4, 2009 
Rutgers Turfgrass Research 

Field Day 1 
Golf and Fine Turf 

Hort Farm II, New Brunswick NJ

Wednesday, August 5, 2009 
Rutgers Turfgrass Research 

Field Day 2
Lawn, Landscape & Sports Fields 

Adelphia Farm, Freehold NJ

Tuesday, December 8th - 
Thursday December 10, 2009 

34th Annual Green Expo 
Taj Mahal Resort 
Atlantic City NJ

~ Additional Events ~
Tuesday, November 10 - 

Thursday November 12, 2009 
6th Annual GCSANJ
Crystal Conference
Crystal Springs Resort 

Hamburg NJ
For Info: www.gcsanj.org

GARDEN STATE GOLF 
Magazine 

&
Divot Communication

Proudly Support

New Jersey Turfgrass 
Association

Official Magazine of

New Jersey
Turfgrass
Association

For Advertising Information
Contact Us - 800-639-1941 
www.playnortheastgolf.com

http://www.playnortheastgolf.com
www.gcsanj.org


new jersey turfgrass association

New Jersey Turfgrass Association
25 US Highway 46 W • Wayne, NJ 07470-6801
Phone (973) 812-6467 • Fax (973) 812-6536
Email: execdirector@njturfgrass.org • Website: www.njturfgrass.org

2009 Board of Directors

Dr. Karen Plumley, President
Keith Kubik, Vice President
Matt Sweatlock, Treasurer
Pedro Perdomo, Director
Shaun Barry, Director
Patrick Dolan, Director
Brian Feldman, Director
Rick Krok, Director
Thom Ritchie, Director
Michelle Williams, Director
Chris Carson, Immediate Past President & Expo Chairman
Dr. Bruce Clarke, Advisor
Dr. Jim Murphy, Advisor
Richard Buckley, Advisor
Cece Peabody, Executive Director

www.njturfgrass.org
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