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INDIAN HILL COUNTRY CLUB
NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

We always welcome autumn with open arms but probably none

more than this year.  I don’t need to recap the season for you, we all

lived through it.  I would like to reflect on a couple things over the

past season.  Let’s think back 6 months ago and our initial reactions

on March 11 when a shutdown was possible.  We had our helpful

friends in Hartford , Mike Dugan and Mike Moraghan, pulling for our

industry to be in that essential business discussion and they

succeeded.  Some of us now are seeing our busiest years on the golf

course, with many golf courses seeing profits never anticipated and

having the ability to improve their properties. Once we became an

essential business we all adapted so well to the ongoing CDC

requirements.  I have spoken to many colleagues through this season

and if nothing else this pandemic has made us better mangers and

pushed us to be more creative and adaptive to new challenges.

So now is a time to enjoy all your efforts and breathe. Try to get out

and participate in a CAGCS event, get together with family, and get

back to a favorite hobby. We are trying to keep everything scheduled

still viable to all members and we are scheduling the 2021 season.

We were very proud to announce a long time CAGCS board member

and current past President of CAGCS has been nominated to run for

Director on the GCSAA Board.  We wish Marc Weston, CGCS nothing

but the best during his campaign and join us when you see him

offering him your support.

It was great to see over the season so many members offering their

time to volunteer.  We saw many members volunteering in state at

The Travelers Championship helping Jeff, Noel, Jason and the TPC

Agronomy team providing a great week of conditions and golf.

WRITTEN BY
PAUL BONINI, CGSC
PRESIDENT, CAGCS

The highlight of the year was the much deserved

anticipation of years of work at Winged Foot and

The U.S. Open. There were several CAGCS

members who chose to double dip that week,

performing their own duties at their golf course

and volunteering their time to Stephen Rabideau

and the team at Winged Foot.

So why all this cheering and fanfare after a season

that some of us are swearing at and hope we

never see again?  While growing up I was told

onetime “to have a friend you must be a friend”. 

 This, more than any other year, I was thinking to

have this association so strong you must be the

association.  We are a strong group because we

support one another and come to each other’s

aid when needed.  I hope this never changes and

it makes me very proud to the CAGCS President.

Thank you and hope to see you soon.
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If I am elected in this national capacity,

my core objectives would remain the

same as they were locally — to

represent our industry by sharing our

story and to bring our members

together. It is a true honor to be

nominated by CAGCS President Paul

Bonini, and I am grateful to all CAGCS

Past Presidents and Board Members

with whom I have served. I have

learned so much from them. I am

confident in my ability to serve and

represent our industry on a national

level, and I will sincerely endeavor to

earn Delegates’ trust and support.

Respectfully,

Marc Weston, CGCS

continued from page 1
I write about the value of serving as a Chapter

Delegate, my experience speaking at the Golf

Industry Show in San Antonio on “networking

differently,” my walk around Augusta National with

three other CAGCS Board members, and the

importance of attending National Golf Day. I

shared my story to show how many ways there are

to get involved within our industry, in associations

both locally and nationally.

Through the positions I have held on the CAGCS

Board, as well as my involvement with GCSAA, I

have continued my growth as a well-rounded

industry leader and have become much more

valuable as a Superintendent and to CAGCS. As

the next step in my personal and professional

journey, my goal is to be elected to the GCSAA

Board of Directors. 

CAGCS Past President Runs for National Board
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KEVIN'S KORNER
It's very crucial to plan how your company
newsletter will come to life. Will you be
assigning the writing tasks to your
employees who are good with words or
hiring an off-site emplyee for the task?
Who will provide the images? Will these be
sourced by human resources or will a
professional photographer will be
designated for it? These are just some of
the many questions you need to answer. 

Once you have made the relevant

decisions and have your newsletter's

editorial team built, brainstorm on the

content you will share. Since a company

newsletter can serve a variety of

purposes, ensure the messages you will

publish are aligned with your objective.

Don't hold back on light materials too,

such as comics, fun photos from your

company vacation, or inside jokes written

in good taste. Some comic relief is a great

way to keep readers interested!

As 2020 progresses, the 50 by 2020 Best Management

Practices (BMP) goal is fast approaching.  Most of the

Northeast region closes in on the final stages of the

document that you, your colleagues, our entire

industry, and stakeholders of all types will benefit from.  

Please take the opportunity to thank your BMP

committee for volunteering their time to develop such

a great resource.

Many of the successful concepts and practices used to

build your document came from ideas the committee

in New York developed.  Superintendents and

scientists in NY began their BMP initiative in 2012.  The

committee was led by a dynamic individual, Ken

Benoit, CGCS, and then superintendent at Glen Arbor

CC, would be named the first Executive Director of the

organization tasked with overseeing the state BMPs,

The New York Golf Course Foundation (NYGCF).  Not

only was Benoit’s leadership critical to the success of

the New York Golf BMP, his passion for the concept

has gone miles, literally, since then.

On August 14th, Benoit began a cross-country bicycle

trek from Connecticut to Oregon to promote facility

BMPs through his “Connect to Protect Tour.”  An avid

and accomplished cyclist, Benoit will be stopping at

golf courses along his route to highlight current

BMP practices in place and posting blogs and videos

on his company website, Eco Turf Consulting.  Benoit is

also posting updates via his twitter feed.  It is a

fascinating follow with environmental information you

and your facility could benefit from too!  Here is where

you can find Benoit’s Connect to Protect Tour

information to follow along during, or learn from even

after his journey:

Website:
ecoturfconsulting.com/connect-to-protect-tour/

Twitter:
@kenbenoit1

 GCM wrote a more in depth article about

Benoit’s unique adventure which can be found here:

www.gcmonline.com/latest-stories/ken-benoit-golf-

course-bmps.

Hopefully, you enjoy the blogs and

videos of Benoit’s trip as much as I do.  

I am equally optimistic that BMP

resources Benoit uncovers and shares

from facilities across the country will

benefit you and your environmental

efforts!  Be sure to connect with the

Connect to Protect Tour in any way

you can!

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines

 Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already:
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THE 2021 GOLF INDUSTRY SHOW IS GOING
VIRTUAL.

GCSAA/GOLF DIGEST
ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERS IN

GOLF AWARDS

Air Movement: Triple Trouble Series Part Two 

Calibrating Your Sprayers and Selecting the
Right Nozzles

Shade: Triple Trouble Series Part Three 



JUNE MEETING RESULTSJUNE MEETING RESULTS

HAWKS LANDINGCOUNTRY CLUBBHAWKS LANDINGCOUNTRY CLUB 

JUNE 15, 2020JUNE 15, 2020

A Flight

B Flight

C Flight



JULY MEETING RESULTSJULY MEETING RESULTS

HOP MEADOW COUNTRY CLUBHOP MEADOW COUNTRY CLUB

JULY 13, 2020JULY 13, 2020

1st Place Gross: 153

2nd Place Gross: 160

3rd Place Gross: 168

1st Place Net: 141

2nd Place Net: 142

3rd Place Net: 145

Skill Prizes:

Closest to the line #17:

Long Drive #7: 

Longest Putt #18:

Longest Putt #2:

Closest to Pin #3:

Closest to Pin #9: 

Closest to Pin #12: 

Closest to Pin #16: 

SAVE THE
DATE

CAGCS Annual
Meeting is being held

on Wednesday, 
November 4, 2020, 

at
Rock Ridge CC
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CONGRATULATIONS!

WELL WISHES 

CONDOLANCES

HAPPY RETIREMENT 
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President 
Paul Bonini, CGCS

Vice President
Stephen Curry

Treasurer
Kevin Collins

Secretary 
Andrew Fries, CGCS

Committee Chairs

Education
Doug Snyder, CGCS

Golf
Robert Dorsch, CGCS

Government Relations
Scott Ramsay, CGCS

Membership
Peter Grace

Scholarship & Research
Richard Duggan

Social & Welfare
Duncan McGowan

Commercial Rep
Edward Downing

Class C Rep
Timothy Dunn

Clippings Editor
Heather Garvin

BOARD OF

DIRECTORS
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Aquatrols
Keeping Conservation on Course
Tom Valentine - (619) 299-4470
Tvalentine@aquatrols.com
www.aquatrols.com
 
 
Atlantic Golf and Turf 
Our Roots Run Deep
John Garcia - (203) 996-6267
Chris Cowan - (413) 530-5040
Peter Gorman - (860) 573-2605
www.AtlanticGolfandTurf.com
 
 
Bayer U.S.  
Fairfield, Litchfield, New Haven Counties:
Dave Sylvester - (860) 841-3173.
Hartford, New Haven, New London,
Middlesex, Tolland, Windham:
Brian Giblin - (508) 439-9809
 
 
The Cardinals, Inc. 
Complete Distributor of Golf Course
Accessories & Turf Maintenance Supplies
John Callahan cell - (860) 916-3947
cardinalsinc@att.net - (800) 861-6256
 
 
Chas. C Hart Seed Co.
Quality Since 1892
www.hartsturfpro.com
(860) 529-2537 • 1-800-326-HART
Paul Bednarczyk - (203) 430-4087
Heather Garvin - (860) 836-7337
 
 
Dunning Custom Soils 
Top Dressing Sand, Divot Mixes, Bunker
Sand, Premium Mulch, Rootzone Mixes,
Bagged Sand
Gilberto Perez - (860) 670-3222
gperez@dunningindustries.com

Executive Turf & Synergy Turf Supply
Ken Gentile - (203) 496-0891
HumaGroTurf.com
NuaLGiAGRiculture.com
Executiveturfproducts@gmail.com
 
 
Finch Services/John Deere Golf 
458 Danbury Road
New Milford, CT 06776
(800) 560-3373 www.finchturf.com
sales@finchinc.com
 
 
Harrell’s
Jim Wierzbicki - (860) 424-7250
Mike Dukette - (860) 930-8888
Customer Service - (800) 228-6656
www.harrells.com
 
 
Helena Agri Enterprises  
People…Products…Knowledge
Tim Gerzabek - (609) 221-9240
Sean Kennedy - (802) 558-4009
www.helenaAgri.com
 
 
New England Specialty Soils
435 Lancaster Street
Leominster, MA 01453 
Lauren Baldarelli - Cell (987) 860-5469
Office - (978) 660-0480
 
 
Plant Food Company, Inc.
The Liquid Fertilizer Experts
www.plantfoodco.com
Jason Dowgiewicz - (860) 508-5419
David Conrad - (914) 263-3244
 
 
Read Custom Soils
Top Dressing Sand,
Divot Mixes, Bunker Sand
Rootzone Mixes, Bagged Sand
Ed Downing - (508) 440-1833
ed@readcustomsoils.com  

SiteOne Golf
Stronger Together
Ward Weischet - (203) 605-0013
wweischet@siteone.com
 
 
Sodco, Inc.
High Quality Sod For All Your Golf Course Needs
Sean Moran - (401) 569-1108
Alicia Pearson - (401) 215-8698
www.sodco.net/1-800-341-6900

 
 
Syngenta Professional Products 
Fairfield County – Brian Goudey 
(518) 859-2953/Brian.goudey@syngenta.com
All other CT Counties - Melissa Gugliotti
(860) 221-5712/melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
 
 
The Terre Company  
Jim Calladio, Sales Associate
Cell (201) 259-1399
Office - (973) 473-3393 
jcalladio@terrecompany.com
 
 
Turf Products  
Toro Equipment & Irrigation
Serving the Industry Since 1970
Enfield, CT - (800) 243-4355
www.turfproductscorp.com
 
 
Westchester Turf Supply, Inc.  
“SERVING THE CAGCS SINCE 1976”
Bob Lippman - (914) 447-6257
Dave Lippman - (914) 447-5192
www.westchesterturf.com

CAGCS

Rootzone Mixes, Bagged Sand
Ed Downing - (508) 440-1833
ed@readcustomsoils.com




