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Detroit City - June 5th, 1861

Dear Father and Mother:

Your note came to hand yesterday but owing to the inteuse rain 1
could not get to the city to send the trunk until this woranimg. I
send in all the clothes which I am not allowed to, carry. It contains
also a package belonging to Mr, Finley 8, Kinsley*to be left at
Manchester's store. I had the promise of comjng home today so as
to brimg it myself but last eveming we recleivey orders te pack our
things and hold ourselves in readiness to march at a moment's notice
:a:nthc seat of war, Everything is now ready but whem we shall go
ow met,

The key to the trunk you will find in my right vest pocket, fThe
trunk is not locked. The likeness for Aunt Charlotte you will find
enclosed. Give her my best respects, perhaps some time during the
war I oan get leave to come up there.

In regard to your coming to the fort, be sure to come if you can get
here before we leave.

In regard to the small pox, there is not any danger now., There was
but one case and owing to the prompt measures taken by the surgeons it
was checked in the bud, There has been one death in the Fort simce

I came. The rest, as well as myself, are all well at present.

Youn can find out in the city whether we are gone. I1If we are not,
take the ferry boat and come down and see us,, You can get passage
down the lake if you happen to be here whe 'inkn Superior Steaumer

is going down, There is no regular line from here down the lak.lﬁnﬂ
I do not know what days they go.

You speak of not being able to read my letters but you do not know
how I have to write. My table is a drum head or a saw log and there
is noise enough to drown Niagara Falls, I guess, however, you will
make out somehow or other to get at my meaning.

I presume in my hurry this morning I have forgotten half the things
I want to send but if anything is left worthwhile I will send it in
the general bundle going to Battle Creck.

I do not know of anythiog wore at present, The next letter you get
from me will probably be from Washington or thereabouts, If I do not
see you before you go; give my best respects to all my old playmates
and relations, especially to Grandmother, Uncle Perry and family and
any others who may feel an interest in my welfare.

Nothing more at present so good-bye.

I remain as ever, your dutiful soo

Perry Mayo
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Washington -~ June 10th, 1861
Deay Father and Mother:

I again take my pen in hand to send you a few lines., Weo arrived

here this worning at three o'clock after a journey of about 800
miles in as good healthmd spirits as could be expected after so loag
a journey, We left Detroit on Thursday afternoon after warching
through the city for ahout three hours., We were greeted with the
utmost anthusissm. The girls were stationed at the windows waving
flags and firing revolvers to cheer the men on to the great duty they

had teo perform. {:J)JR E :7

We then left on two steambods and arrived in Cleveland at sunrise,

We then left on the Cleveland and Pittsburgh R.R, We arrived at
Pittsburgh at dark, ¥Ye were nearly fed to death on the road through
Ohio with piles, cakes, leuonade, and compliments, Flowers were showered
on us at every station, The country is rather poor. I saw oo good
farms on the road. At Pittsburgh we took the cars for Harrisburg.

This road runs through one of the wmost rough and mountainous countries
I ever saw, We arrived at the Gread funnel at tem o'clock in the
norning. This tunnel is 7/8 of a -ilqA ight through an iron wmountain,

One of the men lost an arm here. There was a small station here, He
was waving his handkerchief to some ladies on the platform and looking
back when his arm struck a post, We got to Harrisburg at noon, Here

we struck up our tents and stayed all n tg&.!horo ia about 4,500 men
in camp here, some from Wayne County, PRy, '@t I had no chance to see
them, We lefi there yesterday worning Yor this place, Our route here
lay through one of the most beautiful countries I ever saw, The wheat
here looks very fine and will be ready to harvest in a week or tem days.
In the afternoon we crossed the Maryland line, Here we saw lots of
slaves all along the line., Nearly every bridge has heen burned om this
side of the line and they are now guarded by armed wmen,

We stopped about six miles from Baltimore and lioaded our guns and got
ready for action., We got im the city just_ at rk and formed in line
and uwarched about three miles through the [cit The rowdies were out

as usual, hooting and insulting the men, Whea we had got nearly through
one of them commenced throwing stomes into the company. Mext behind

us, After three or four had been thrown, the €aptain told his first
sergeant to fire which he did so shooting the rowdy dead on the spot.
This ended the muss., Bverything here looks like war, The city is

full of troops marching in every direction,

I understand 20,000 more were sent to Harpers Ferry last night and
more are going this wmorning. There will be a bl battle there no
,doubt. luozpoct we will go up but do not know. I have been up to see
‘Old Abe's Shanty (the White House) this wmorning and like the looks of
the establishment pretty well., The latch string, however, did not hang
on the outside ,and I did not go in to see him, I went through wmost of
the principal streets this moraning early and alone and enjoyed the
scene very much, We shall stay here a day or two to get rest and when
I write again I will tell you more about it.




aWmpw aww
Perry Mayo
Washiogton - June 10th, 1861

Stephen anchooth? is sick here in the Hospital but not dangerous. He
was able to walk through Baltimore last night, I suppose when you
get this father will be in Pennsylvania but I intend to write to
Grandmother so0 he will hear froam we there,

';‘.ho weather here now is very hot indeed. The sun comes straight down
re,

There is nearly everything in warket here nmow, greem cora, etc,
Nothing more at present.
Direct to wmey Company C

2nd Regiment

Michigan Velunteers

Washington

I remain, yours im haste.

[ N T Op i /,.‘:' - P "‘, i - S 0 44.. . o | /}l LT




Camp Winfield Scott - June 30th, 1861

Dear Father and Mother:

I again take up my pen send you a few lines, having writtem teo
letters home and reckeived no answar., I hope you will think enough of
ny communications to answer them as I feel just as much anxiety to
hear from home as you do to hear froam me,

We are now in camp about eight miles from the City of Washington
which place we left after staying two da to rest, X had an oppor-
tunity of visiting the 3enate Chamber and)lalls of Congress, also the
President's Mansion whore wesmw "0ld Abe" and lLady, General Scot

and many more distinguished persons, the patent office and Smithsonian
Institute are places worthy of note. I saw the clothes and sword wern
by chir:i]'ashlnzton together with all the presents ever made to
the Presidents of the 0.3. f?d all the machines patented here,

We have been building rarts here for the defense of the Capitol, Thoy
are now done and the men are shooting down an old stone factory oa

the other side of the Potomac to try their cannon, They have about
tvenle large guns and make the stones fly some,

There is nothing of iwportance going on here now in the fighting line.

However, we are doing something on a small scale, 1 have been on
several scouting excursions into Virginia, in one of which we took

one rebel soldier, three horses, cloth for eighty uniformus ,and lots

of other stuff, Yesterday another party took a Sharps rifle and
several uuskets and rovolvor.. :ko prisoners nearly every night,
There is now six in camp. p;hc ught in the act of making light
signales to the enamy at night,nnd nno of the members of Company G in
this camp ,y» broke into a private house at night, drew his revolver

on two women (the only occupants) and robbed the house of 119,00
dollars in money after which he shot at a sentinel in order to get into
camp. The sentinels gun was loaded but he darefl] mot fire back. The
guard then ran up, and he drew his revolver on them but seeing four
muskets aimed at his breast he caved in., They are both on trial mow at
Headquarters and will most likely be shot at sunrise toworrow morning.

We have soldiers fare now, except when we go out scouting when wefare
as we can, The Colonel gave orders last night on parade, not to milk
any more cows inside the camp without special orders.

The woods here are full of better cherries than you can raiseat howe.
They are now ripe and come first rate. We have plenty to live om,
such as it is, We have plenty of bakers bread and all the pork,
fresh beef, coffee and beans we can eat, with rice twice a week,

The wen arc in good spirits,

There is a good ;-ny sick now mostly caused by imprudence, That
fellow (nbll n)ithat you told to see after me at the depot the day
we left Creek finds enough to do to take care of himself, He
hnc been aught in bad company and is so bad off he has been on duty
since we have been here and stands a good chance to be di.chargod
and sent home. : R 7 [oilod States
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Perry Mayo
Camp Winfield Scott
June 20, 1861

I never enjoyed better health in my life. I sleep just as sound
here on the ground a2 1 did at home in bed and come out right side
up every time,

You knowmre perhaps of the movements of things around here than I
do except just around this camp.We are under the immediate command of
General Scott who visits us quite frequently, He keeps «i F. regi-
wments here for the defense of the Capitol during the campaign and I
understand, on good authority, that we are to be one of the number.Seo
our cake is dough for seeing any fighting, for if they are invaded
thoyJ%Qll navar come in here. Our principal duty will be picket -

guar and sentinels,

The season here is quite forward. The farmers here are busy now
cutting their hay and rye which is a first rate crop. We go out
evaery day to practice shooting and have shot down tem acres of grass
for one man., We expect extra pay for this,

I am a kind of jack of all trades in this camp, I have worked part
of the time 2as helper in the blacksmith shop, part laying stone on
the forts and making rakes for cleaning up the camp. For this duty

I get forty cents per day extra pay. We never have to work more

than six hours in a day and unless on extra duty, not wmore tham three.

last Sunday, the Third Michigan Regiment came up to our camp and the
Fourth is expected soon, We are all together now except the First
which is tes wiles from here. I am going over to see Con Nickerson in
a day or two, one of them was over here today., He says one of their
men was killed last night by accident.

ERIDAY MORNING - 21lst, 5A4./.

Those men on trial for their lives have not recfivedd their semtence
,.t - =

The news was brought here last night that fighting was going at
Alexandria, but as we heard no cannons we do not believe the repori,
The men, however, slept on their arms, ready to march., Our arms are '~
Herpers Ferry Rifles and muskets, Southern arms with Northers principlou.f

0ld potatoes are worth $1.25 to $1.50 per bushel, butter 25¢ or 30¢
per pound, <Corm ¢ 8:t to (/0 shillings and other things in proportion,
ngotablo: are plenty and cheap, I was lut fishing till 9 o'clock
last night and caught a fine lot of eels, The Potomac River is full
of fine ft-h,nnd it is no trouble to catch them,

I am going on another scouting excursion into Virginia today, We are
to go torurd-bratrfax Courthouse and may be gone two or three days.
Dana Bostwick“wants you to stop and give his folks his address (the
same as wmine). He is well and, Dow Moore/also,

1 do not think of anything more to write at present.

Don't forget to answer as soon as {uu get this as I have not hea
from home since we left Detroit. havo 'rxtton to lonry erdtno
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Perry Mayo
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Camp Winfield Scott
June 20, 1861

and Mary H. m-yant? from here. Alse to gGrandmother and Steadman
Lincoln ®

My address will be - Company C, Second Regiment, Michigas Iafantry
near ¥Washingtom, 0,C., aad dn't forget to put the Michigan in as

it may go to the 2nd uﬂ of some other state, All the Easte nwwﬂ
Middle, and some of the tern states have from féir to TH2; Re

monis here now, Several from Verwmont, Massachusetts and Connecticut

are in camp with us here now.

Give all my love to my brethers, sisters, and friends in Michigan,
aund if you wish to know anything from here that I do not write,
inquire and 1 will) amswer.

I remain as ever, your obpdisnt son

Perry Mayo
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Camp Winfield Scott -~ June 30, 1861
Dear Father and Mother:

Again I take up my pen to send a few lines home but 1 have loang

since given up the idea of hearing anything from you. You oi r

neglect to write or else they are miscarried. 1 have rcg%? but

one letter from Michigan since we left. I heard by way of Man-

chester's that you got my first letter from the Capitol. 1 have
n,three home.

We are still i camp at the Chain Bridge. There[is]nothing of
special importance going on here now. Troops continue to arrive here
at the rate of from (¥ c to #ifit regiments per day. 1 see by the
Washington papers that our Yegiment is going iute the Navy Yard on
the 21st of July, but we are just as liable to be called into the
field in 24 hours,

We had [a aa' grand adsietor this (Sunday) wmorning and all the sick were
sent to Georgefewmn:, 'syﬁn looks like marching somewhere but m one
knows, but I presume “go to the Capitol.

There will not be any fighting of any amount here until after Coungress
neets unless we are attacked. After the fourth, unless the matter

is settled, fighting must commence in good earnest here as the

pickets are almost in sight of each other.

There was a Secession Officer shot on Thursday night by one of the

Texas Rangers. The officer tried to shoot the horseman with a
revolver but it missed fire and before he could turn it, the Ranger

shot htl twice through with his Sharps Rifle., His body was brought
down next morning to Camp.

I went to the city Friday with the Colounel’ and went through the
private rooms of the Capitol, I intend to geo down againm ov the
fourth when Congress weets,

We had gquite a treat last sight for suppcr}?iush. You may laugh
perhaps but to us, evees without sugar or wmolasses, it was a rarity.

I do not think of anything of importance to write at presest. My
health is good and I enjoy myself first rate, but I should just like
to happen up howe now for th&e or (¥, weeks to help hustle that
wheat im, but you must do the best yeou enn with it.

I expect we will get our pay tanorro'inn l have wore money than 1
want to carry with we, I guess I will send about 20 or 25 dollars
home to you,and you can use it as circumstances require. As -
the mail Ju-t oow is very uncertals, I shall se A y Adaus Express

Company.

We have been furmished with good suits of linen clothing and straw

hats, We hnvqigzr hair cut off close to our heads on account of the
intense heat and to save coubing.

All the boys of your acquaintence are well now and able to do duty.

gtcphcn lanchester was very sick but is well now and eanjoys himself
irst rate.

”'-"'-P--—_" - . —~ - - 5 ";, ——— )




Perry Mayo
Camp Winfield Scott
JUne 30, 1861

We have all been out picking berries which are more pleantiful here
than in any other place I ever saw, They are wmostly cherries,
blackberries, raspberries, huckleberries and any amount of mulberries.

It commenced raining here about ten A.M, this morning and has been
raining hard ever since but we are perfectly dry. Our tents are
large (20 wen) and of the best kind, We are the best provided for

of any ﬂﬂ;Ehpqp in Washington, Oodir 1 Scott has taken two of pur
best officers for the regular army, viz, the lieutenant €olonel”and
Major? The Colonel was offered an honorable position but he says

he will never leave his regiment unless he goes to he next world,
Nothing more at present,but now don't neglect to write or get Addlsonly
to do it and tell me how my wheat looks and how the other crops and
matters get along.

1 gave uy address but to aveid wmistake I will give it again.
Company C - 3nd Regiment

Michigan Infantry

Washiogton, D,C.

From your sonj




CAMP WINFIELD SCOIT ~ July 8, 1861

Deay Father and Mpther:

I again take my pen in hand to send a few lines in haste as this is
the last opportunity Ishall have of writing from here and maybe the
last you will hear from me in sowe time,= =i Before you hear from

me again we shall have an engagement as we are under orders to march
into Vlrginia immediately, s As our orders are sealed,no one knows
where we are going,but I presume it is Fairfax Court Houso. All S
the troops here are moving forward now with the utmost dispatch ex-
cept just enmough for the defense of the Capitol,

There was apn attack on the picket guards last night and two were
killed., 1 saw their bodies this morning.

I wrote to you yesterday,but I thought I would let you know we were
gone, WMy health and upirtts are first rate and I feel able to do
my duty im action any moment but I guess Dana Bostwick will be sick
when the pinch comes.

Nothing wmore at present, I shall write again just as soon as there
is any chaunce of getting asything through.

P, Mayo

P.S, I rlggkvgd a letter from grandmother this afternoon. They
are all we I have also rod?gs one from 8 Lincoln in Hancock,
He desires me to give his best cts to you and mother, Nothing
more at present but my love and best respects to you all for the
present,

1 remain yours in haste, P. Mayo




Georgetown, July 23, 1861
Dear Father and Mother:

I take my pen in hand to let you know that I still live. I have just
arrived from that terrible battlefield and am uow safe again in the
land of freedom, I was in the field during both the engagements and
escaped with no other injury than a sprained ankle and two ball holes
in my clothes, one in my cap and the other in my blanket which was
done up inm a roll and passed over my right shoulder, FThis was done

on the first day in the engagement at Bull Run,

We left Camp Scott onm the 16th and warched to Vienna (the town where
the cars were fired into sometime since) where we slept in a wmarsh,
and I caught a very heavy cold, The next day we marched within

folfs miles of Centreville, and after our days warch I was so over®me
that the doctor was called. The next worning I got a ride and kept
along with the coupany until noon when I stopped to rest and got
about a mile and a half behind when I heard the cannonading commence
and hurried up as fast as I oould and got up so as to go inte action
with the dl}_‘.%t ?th which was next to us im the same brigade. _
We marched down a long hill through a wheat field and attacked them

in a plece of woods where they had a masked battery and sowme 20,000
men hid in the scrub pines like s0 many "ingins"”, At the first

fire we rushed in, I supposiog all the time that our boys were in
ahead of us which did oot prove to be the fact as they had gone

farther along out of our sight and lajd) down, After the first volley
we got behind trees and took them at their own game and fired four
rounds when we retreated over a small knell under cover of our

cannon, In the retreat my ankle yas hurt so I could scarcely walk,

but when my company came around ot off with a little help out of
danger., We then went back sowme two miles and camped to a!ait that
terrible Sunday, long to be remembered.

On the worning of the 21st we were called out at sunrise expecting
to go into the hottest part of the engagewent .2« The Captiain|told
we,as I was too lame to wake a quick wovement,to remain but,as I

dt& not like the notion of having anyone else fill my place,l formed
in and marched on the field where we were held from wmorning till
night in a suspense that can not be described, We imagined the fight
was raging in the most terrible manner on our right,with a volley
every few minutes on our left and a heavy cannonade from four of

our batteries within eighty rods of our fromt., The smoke would
frequently settle over the knoll on our lines, We were formed three
lines in line of battle but did not get near enough to fire a shot.

Our brigade and CoﬁEucl Richardson were coupliwnented for saving

the whole army, after our forces gave way on the right and were
retreating in the utmost confusion, The eneny ua ag attempt to
break our left and cut off our retreat but the Co noz]wtthdrcv his
brigade and threw it into a field and foru.d us all behind a large
stone wall, The enemy came to the edge of the woods just out of
range of our guns and as they did sot like the looks of our bayonets
sticking over the wall they very prudently retreated, Had they come
out ,we would have shown them some tall specimens of Michigan
narkmanship,



Page Two
Perry Mayo
Georgetown, July 23, 1861

After their retreat we formed in line along a piece of woods when
our men slppt on their arus until aiduight and then the division
retreated toward Washington (the rest of the army had all left
unbeknown to the €aptain or ourselves).ass #s the exertion of the
day was too much for me I was soon left behind to fall a prisoner in
the hands of the enemy. After getting alopg for about two miles,

1 fell in with a member of one of the c»nnszticui]aa menjt: who was
wounded in the head,and we made out to find an old horse which
carried us both safe through to Arlington Heights, I do not know
where the Regiment or Hivision is but presume I shall find it in
time, There was two or three of C ny|C sick down there and I

do not know what becawme of them, e rest were together, None of
thew were hurt, 1 am able to walk arcund a little by using my gumn
for a crutch and will not probably be able to get around much for
some time, My health otherwise is better thanm could be expected,
Our loss in the first engagement was about =60Q; killed and wounded,
but I can form no estimation of our loss in the last battle.

I saw Con Nickerson the day before the last fight but have not heard
from the pegiment since,.l understand they are badly cut up and

their €olfonel] killed. I redeivéld your letter of July S5th just
before starting.

The manner of disposing of my money that you spoke of suits me well
enough as I suppose it safe there and hereafter, im regard to any
of my business there, act to the best of your judgement and you may
depend on its going satisfaction on my part.

I would write more but do not feel able seo I must close fer the
present by sending my love and best wishes te you all while I remain
your son

Perry Mayo




Washington City - August 2, 1861

Dear Father and Mother:

I re@Eiv your very welcome letter of July 26th yesterday and was
very glad to hear from you as I had began to think you were all dead
or had forgotten to write.

I wrote home the next day after the retreat from the field of Bull
Run, In a few wmoments after writing to you I found one of our baggage
wagons and was carried to our camp where 1 have been lying for the
past ten days in the hospital receiving treatwment for ay ankle which
had by that time become very wmuch lImdﬁLn and sowewhat painful, I am
ha to inform you that I am now much better and was discharged from
Eted hospital yesterday, I can get around uow very well with a cane
but cannot do duty yet. When I arrived in camp ound the gg-puny
had counted me among the prisoners and that Capthin|Byington“had sent
8 company back fifteen wmiles in hopes of finding we but as they went
on a different road from the one I cnno}hoy did not arrive in camp
until sometime after I did.

The regfilnfn}t retreated to Alexandria, sowe ten miles from our camp
at the in Bridge and afterwards moved to Arlington Heights whoee
our camp now is,

We are all in first rate health and spirits once again,and the boys
have some lively gawes of ball im which I hope soon to be able tec teoke
a part,

I am very glad to hear that you have the wheat in safe but I am sorry
to hear of the damage done by Gordon' stock ;and as to damages, I know
him so well that I never expect the first ceat in that line., I send
you, however, by this letter full power of attorney and you must do the
best you can in the premises.

In regard to tho 9xpenses of harvesting wmy wheat, I expect you to take
a sufficient amount from any woney belonging to we which may come into
your hands to indemnify you againat all loss., I sent home $35 of my
wages by express which you will get of A. Noble of Hattle] Creek. This
is my \U,S8+ pay from the 25th of May to the 25th of June, together with
ny nilofgc. There is now over a month's pay due me beside my state
I can send it all home as soon as 1 get it.

ugs - 1sL -3 ‘
You wish me to state a few of the particulars of the fight but you
have no doubt seen wmore correct and elaborate accounts than I can
possibly give you. You as¢em to doubt the reports of their loss being
equal to or greater tham ours. Of this you need have nc doubt as
from a hill just in front of our lines,we could see the whole battle.
At one time, about 1 P,M, the enemy sent a very strong force of
infantry up a long lane to attack our center, and Major nuut'd7alttory
of Flyiog Artillery was sent from our side to intercept them. The
Battery kept concealed behind a small hill ip the road until the rebel
columns had advanced nearly within pistol shot. When the guns were moved
up as quick as lightning to the top of the hill and before the enemy
could form is line they re@ivéd such a shower of grape and cannister fimt

0 il : . { [leqy
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Perry Mayo
Washington Cqty
August 2, 1861

it seemed as though their whole celumn was struck to the ground as
by one stroke from the hand of the Almighty.

This Battery (Hunt's) cousists of six pieces of brass cannon, 12
pounders and in this engagement they were assisted by two 332 pounders
from another Bbattery. What few was left after the first two rounds
from the Battery made good their escape to the woods but their number
was few,

There was partial successes on both sides during the day but our men
had the field fairly gained and had driven the uy in nearly every
point ,but owing to some bungle and an affri;ht nongst our teamsters,
oautod by a charge from their ¢avalry, we were" obliged to stand and

see the whole lost without firing a gun., Our loss was perhaps 1,000
killed and wounded and their lost must have been much greater, Thny
were too much crippled to make an atteampt to follow up the retreat,

I do not think of amything wmore of interest just now,

tesdmand
I am in rocotpt[;t letter from gra other, also one from Aunt
Charlotte and 8% Lineolu of HancockJCjfle desires me to send his
respects to you and mother, They are all well,

Write as often as you can ,and next time write we a good long letter
if you can find time.

Nothing more at present from your son

Perry Mayo
fee 4 s e et 337
o+ eg (he /Mayq*s had ekigrated
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Arlington Heights - August 18, 1861

Dear Father and Mpther:

As I am lying here in the hospital with nothing else to do, I thought
I would write howe again although I have heard nothing from wmy
last as yet,

You need not imply that I am sick because I am in the hospital, They
keep me in here for fear I will be., I have begn having the mumps

for the past week anﬂéy face is very much svoﬂéﬁn now ,but I feel as
weéll as ever, My ankle is almost entirely well.

There is nothing of importance going on here vow to write about,

There is a continual fire kept up alumost wcrw between sur
pickets and the ememy. Two wen in one of the NY[ ggkﬂﬁyt were killed
last vight in this way, Some of the boys who have n as far as

our outside pickets say that they can see one Ke 4 of Rebel Cavalry
and several of Infantry out on drill every afterndon. Thefy]can be
seen with| the naked eye.

I had my chin and upper lip shaved for the first time since leaving
home in order to have this taken, I send you my picture but 1
suppose you will hawly recognize me in this uniform, It is, however,
a good representation on a small scale, It was taken before I was
taken with the mumps, My face is full because I was never so fleshy
as now, iy lameness did oot cause me to lose any flesh, My general
health was never as good as at present, I weigh, at present, 170 lbs,
My average at this season of the year at home was about 155.38%.

There was a wutiny in ome of the NY, E%ba Thursday. They refused
to drill so scur Colonel took the Michigan 2nd down there and made
them load their guns, He then told the New Yorkers to fall im which
they did op short notice.

I have just roquvad a letter from Aunt Charlotte, alse one from sﬂhﬂw]
Lincoln, They are all well,

There has been quite a perceptible difference in our rations since

the exit of Jo Barton, JrJ¥ We now have plemty of good bread, fresh
beef, pork, beans, peas, sugar, vinegar, etc, and in the past fzu :
weeks w ve sold $45 worthuﬂﬂbvor rations. | This looks sawg[‘.azzm.
ke ) ‘v‘E r)%‘.

I would have written sooner, but since the new regulations it is almost
impossible for anv one to get across to the City so we could get no
stamps, They are very strict uow about letting pwrsons across in order
to prevent communication with the enewy,

I don't think nMother need give herself amy uneasiness on my account.

I am as wmuch interested in this matter as anyone and I don't allow

such small things to trouble me in the least, 1 have become s0
accustomed to this life that I don't let anything disturb we, I
sometines wake up in the night and hear continual discharges of unusketry.
Perhaps I may get up and go out of the tent to listen but I am more
likely to roll over and go to sleep agaln,
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Perry #ayo
Arlington Heights
August 18, 1861

The hospital is almost deserted now, only ten patients and no one
much sic%,sn you see for 1,000 men this is a very swall ratio of
sick, :

Nothing more at present. I remaim as ever, your obcqgcék son

qE}ri]Ihyo



Arliogton Heights, August 34, 1861

Dear Father and Mother:

Yours of A ﬂnth I was very happy to re ive;] next day after
writing wy last. 1 was very sorry to hear of your loss but don't
see how it can be helped unless by using more care is the future.

The horse that brought me from Centreville has gone to Alexandria,
it being contraband of war, I had ne claim to it.

In regard to my killing so many rebels as Mr, Pcrcymtoul of, I
think he might be mistaken, He was not within nearly half a mile

of me,and I n r told of killing anyone., The fact is I could not
tell amyself, t; could not see the enemy except occasionally between
the volleys of their musketry when the smoke would clear off a
little., I fired four rounds and had to guess about the right hefight
and fire away trusting to providence for the effect but I didn't
shoot over, the fifth charge exploded just as I was turning it in,
blowing the cartridge off close to the ball, Some of the powder is in
my right hand yet.

In regard to my school money, I don't believe in your ruoning after
it too much for nothing., It is now two months over due and if they
will not get it now, sue them as I took part of my pay in uncurrent
money, I don't feel like fooling with them much over the rest. In
regard to my wheat, you may do the best you can in the matter,

In your next, write what wheat is worth now and what the prospect is
of selling it this Fall,.

The weather has been very hot here, fthe thermometer running as high
a®s 135 degrees., But for the past two weeks it has been guite cool
and pleasant. We got new blankets yesterday having lost our others
at Bull Run, also a new suit of clothes all round., I have clothes
enough now teo last me a year and am going to meeting tomorrow in
some kind of style.

We are going to get our two months pay againm im a few days and I
shall send some $20, wore home,

I am out of the hospital again and my health is now first rate again.
There is quite a number of our men sick now with wuups and measles,
and as we have nothing but a large teat for a Hospital, it is a bad
place to have such diseases., This shows you the necessity of a
family having them at home because you don’t know where they will be
thrown when they leave and then is the time they are sure to be
exposed to such diseases, but I got along with mine first rate,

In regard to war news, I don't know of anything of importance.  Jjust
now have had a nd pa d 1n-uc§%1:‘to noon by

Ge ! Clella » | President L oln and W, H, rdsd Troops
continue to arrive daily and there is now wore men here than when the
battle was fought, The Government is concentrating any amount of
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Perry Mayo
Arlington Heights, August 24, 1881

flying artillery and cavalry here now and things arve fixing for
another br.ak,ﬁut next time we are bound to go the whole hog or
none,

O,r pickets were driven in last night by rebel infantry and a battery
of artillery. Several men were injured, none killed. This is our
first general alarm here., Most of the Fegliments were kept under arms
all night and the garrisons of forts and Batteries kept the guns in
motion all night in order to be ready at a moment's warning. Their
object however, was not to attack but simply to annoy us. I see,
however, several batteries going out with the pickets this afternoon,
and I guess they will run against a snubbing post if they try it again
tonight,

22
I regret to hear of the deathwef Mr. Cook and Mrs., Callender,but it
is only a matter as to tiwme. Perhaps it will be mine next.

The smoke is so thick around here just now that I can not see three
rods and thi:[jars so I can not write. The Fforts are firing a
salute in honor of our distinguished visitors so I will chbose with
my respects to all,

Perry Mayo




Arliagton Heights - Soqfn-bog 8, 1861

Dear Father and Mgther:

It is with pleasure that I find myself able to write you s few lines
this Sunday aftereoon, /[

q‘t;;;;o you last heard from me I have been through quite a serious fit
+ * of sickness, I had been discharged from the hospital about a week
and began to feel first rate. [1 was appointed one of the nerals
bodyguards and entered upon my duties, The second day the eneuy
made an advance on our lines at about 5 PN and I was sent to carry
dispatches to the different brigade commanders and was on this duty
nearly all night amid a tremendous thunder storm, I went to Washingtom
and to nearly every brigade on this [ide|of the Potomac, The
consequence was [that]l got thoroughly drenche/and caught a very heavy
cold which brought on a relapse of my former disease together with the
bilious fever, swd for about two weeks I was unable to sit up im bed.
But owing to our excellent physicians, my fever was broken up on the
* start and I now feel pretty well again and shall report myself at
my post for duty agnidzto-orro' norning,
/ [i]don't koow whether I shall lose my position in consequence of my
sickness or not., I did not write to you that I was sick because 1
thought you would be more comcerned about me if you knew I was sick.

Our company has: been !rt on the lines as pickets., It is some five
umiles out to the Emtmg-r;lumn:enaus from here and about eight from
the City. I went out_to the lines yesterday afternoon on horseback
te earry displtchoa]j]?ouud our boys in a cornfield blazing away at
the enemy the best licks and they in return firing into the corn
guess,the boys have rifle pits dug im the {ield and being mostly good
shots rather take the advantage, i this mode of wmarfarve,

Qn;ly'l forts are in :tatn sight, and we could plainly see them

mounting guard, drillin .I should judge they were poorly clothed,
as with a field gliss we saw four of them cowme out and go touwnd the
<p.!2I1+~§ll—!1-£!!!_hl!12l_ggeos in the seat of their pants and in a

rlffraglid condition generally Several wen in our FKegiment have been
shot while on picket but none of our company. One of Company K's
men was shot through the shoulder wvith a common sporting rifle. He is
doing well, A couple of Company G!s wen were going through with the

, napual of arms. One was giving orders and the other going through
with the exercise (nmot thinking the gun was loaded), when the orders
were given, ready - aim - fire, The gun was aimed at the_ breast of
the person giving erders and the whole charge went through|him killing
him 1nltantly,but such things are so common here that I hardly ever
make note of them, ’ '

Since 1 have been ahle to get around,l have been to Washimgton and
visited the Navy Yard again, The amount of cannon making here now is
alwost incredible., They are mostly rifled and of large size, The
wmanner of making musket and rifle balls too is novel and interesting.
They are no longer rum in -ould-,aftcr the old wethod but the whole
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Perry Mayo
Arlington Heights
September 8, 1861

thing is done by wachinery. The lead comes in rods the right size.
They are fed ion a wachine like wheat and the balls come out like
hail,

] )
The cartriges too are all filled by machinery. The famous Minnie,
which most’ of the troops here use,are just like the long balls be-
longing to your rifle with the exception of the large end whiech is
hollowed in the same shape as the point., When the gun explodes, this
thin shell spreads and fills the ote)thorcby gainiog all the strength
of the charge.

The Pensacola, a new man-of-war building here ,is well worth a visit,
8he is just finished and will make her trial értp this week, She is
built in the stroongest manner possible. 8he is marked for 38 guns
and will about 50, They are all rifle camnon and bowb howitzers.
She looks like a floating mttery.

Things begin to look like fight arounfifhere. The pickets are in
hailing distance all along the lines for a distance of nfue or /on
miles and keep shooting at each other for fun, Our pProfessor is
watching their movewents every day from his Blalloon, The rebels,to
keep up the excitement, have been shooting d a couple of private
houses with their artillery. No one hurt. [1]don't think they wade
it pay, They wmay want their ammunition yet,

Both sides are watohing each other and any move may bring on a general
ongigc-nnt,but,if they will come here to fight us we are on our own
ground,

We have a regiwent of €avalry in our brigade., They are regulars who
have served in Texas and are fully armed and drilled to perfection,

I am glad to hear that there wew some boys left in that section
willing to enlist. I wish they were in our company. ink the boys
missed it in joining a Cavalry Company,and they will find that out
in time, You could not get one of our company to join the Cavalry
now for we know how it is.

I thivk we have just about the best times out when we feel well, I
:-joy myself in the best manner imaginable ,and we all laugh and grow
at,

I have not heard Irom you since my last ,but I intend to make it a
practice to write about once a week when I am well, and will send
you papers when I can get them,

[ ko not think of anything wore at present so I will close by sending
my leve and best respects to you all,

Perry Mayo
You must excuse the ink on this sheet as it is the best I have.




Headquarters, 4th Brigade
Arlington - éoptcubar 21, 1861

Dear Father and Mother:

Yours of Se cubia 15¢th has just come to hand,and I was very glad
to hear from home again, I received those two letters you mailed

at Bellevue several days since and have delayed the answer until now
in hopes of getting my pay s0 I oould send some money howe,6 but
“Uncle Sam” is like some other paymasters, good enough but rather
slow sometimes., There is now three months pay due wes but we shall
get ouly two months pay now, Our pay rolls have been made out some-
time and now we expect to get it on Monday next., We get ali this
payment $23,66 and as I have been sick quite a good desl,it has

cost me wmore than usual te live,and I can not send home more than
$20 very well as I want to keep enough '*;ﬂg!ﬁa‘°” any emergency,

I guess I will send the next by draft eon en 1 can get Treasury
totes but they arg not entirely safe by uail.

I am happy to inform you that I aw now entirelywll again and as tough
as ever, 1 took uay qn-t in a few days after my last to you amd have
been on duty since, /I like my position first rate, Our duty at
present is very light, only two h on duty in twenty-four unless
something unusual takes place, ostwick is a member of the guard
and will get along well enough unless he happens to get imto a tight
place, His proumofion was solely on account of his pride in dress, and
this is a material item in this position,

In regard to the settlement of damages between mysell and Garden, 1
am willing to abide by any settleument you wake as I, of course, oaa
tell nothing about it as I know nothing about the a-ouat of damage
done but should think the besis of settlement which he proposed would
be much better than to have any trouble about it, As I understamd
the terms, he ig to give wme 30 bushels from his share after the wheat
is divided,s,If the damage: was not wore than $60,1 think this will
do pretty well, I think prospect for wheat is brighter and have no
doubt that it will bring a good round price yet before Spring,

In one of your former letters you wished wme to tell you who was in

Jo Barton's place but I forgot s tell you., Our 2nd Lieutenapt
Gilman™was promoted to his position and 3ud Sergeant Hodskiw/(a
nephew of the Descon's) was promoted to 20d Lieutenant. The Gompany
had oo say in te matter, Captfain| Byington remembers your favors te .
hiw at the Marshall Convention last Fall, He did not like wmy leaviag
the Company but couldn't bhelp himself, and I am not under his
authority now, only 1 have to get my pay and uwail from the Cowmpany.
3t111 he has nlwlys used me well and now I don't have to look te him
for promotion if any such thing 1: deserved.

As I am writing quite a long letter, perhaps a short description of
our @eneraPwould not come out of place., He is a wan some 55 or
80 years and,in proportions, much resezbles Bcott, He is over six
feet high and will weigh about 2320 lbs., His countewance is skrn,and
when he gives an order,he means it but he is a man, every inch of him.
He pnever puta on any extra airs or style but delights to be around
amongst his men in citizens dress And nov I will relate a circumstance
111ustrat1vo ot hil eharlutcr.
1% S A Qoeend E. s 3
25 |-
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Perry Mayo

Headquarters, 4th Brigade
Arlington, September 21, 1861

There was a wman here who owned a large peach orchard containing over
1,000 bushels of peaches and when the troops came here the General
placed a guard over it to protect his fruit, 1In a few days  the

General happened along dressed in his citizens clothes with his old
straw hat over his eyes. He strayed into the orchard and picked up
half a dozen peaches and in coming out he met the proprieter who
demanded pay. The .oneral asked the dunngc and was told 50 cents which
he paid., Then turning to the guards he told them their services

wers no longer needed there. The boys all took the hint and im a week
there was not one left.

I see there is great eicitement around there in “egard to enlisting.
I supposed when Arad and Charley ritnud%nlistcd ‘something would turn
up‘but this being an engineer goupds you know.But, by the time they
have been in the service as loong as 1 have,they will know all about
. this engineering business., We hnvo\plcnty of thewu here ,and we call
thewm snpporﬁ and miners or pont@*dors.

see the é%d@i{ggrggl doesit know what they are going to be armed with,
but I can tell him ey will each carry an ax and a shovel, They are
told they are not wanted for the fight and are 1led to suppose all

they will have to do is to make figures and write love letters, but

our gugingers have to wmake reconnaissances, wend bridges and roads,
cut out new roads for the transuission of artillery, cut the bushes

in froot of masked batteries etc., They are always in advance of the
wain army and are gcncrally covered by a body of skirmishers ,but all

I have to say to the boys is to go in. They've got to le-rn to take

a joke.

If any more of the boys are going to enlist, advise them to join
Infantry. Itsis the best arm in the servico. In your next I wish
you to state whether you ever got the likeness I sent also whether
you get the papers. I seat one to Addison end generally send agaym
howe per week. The story here is that they are burned at the
Washington, but after the postage is paid I should think they ntth
well burn -ny othcr mail matter. 5|

Palmer Shopard arrived here last Monday n ight Irom é%xCrook.EhJ
said he saw you_the ha; he left, There 13 recruits for this
Company and -m N'%8la the officer when he left that none were
wanted for c ut"since then we have lost two men. One died and
the other had 1. arm shot off while in a row caused by gambling for
money, I h this will be a timely warnivg for some of the rest,.&f
fur company ook two of the recruits and the rest wade a good deal
of fuss because they were obliged to go into other Companies.

In regard to war uatters here, there is nothing of importance geiag

on except active preparations and the arrival of troops by thousands
daily from all parts of the country. The 5th Michigan came here night
before last., The 7th has gone to Harpers Ferry and the 6th is in
Baltimore,

Our Company is out om picket at Balies Croésroads, § mile from the
enemies fortifications on Munson's Hill which the papers make such
& blow about, These works don't amount to shucks and we have a
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fort here (Richardson) which although four miles off commands the
whole thing and with those heavy guns can silence the whole thing in
half an hours firing aoy time. It would be no trouble to drive the
eneuy farther back any tiwme,but there is no use in it. It would oaly
extend our line of pickets over wore country and consequently take
more men for guard and be of no advantage.

I think there will be sodé]fighttng here but not right away unless
they attack us., I think the policy is to invade some Southern State
and thus oblige them to come in hero and fight us or divid e their
force jand then we can very easily go out and fight them. I see the
Governuent contemplates sending 25,000 wen to Texas and there is sone
talk of our brigade going. This would just suit me as I don't care
a cent where we go now,and I want to see some of the world.

\Were
I see you wust be out of a horse team now but if you fhere you might
easily buy one. X saw the condemned Jovernment horses sold a few
days since. They brought from 373§¢ to $15. Some of these cost
$150 not two months ago and with good usage would be just as good
88 ever in two months to come, But when this war is over, there will
be a chance to get horses here. There will be over 100,000 horses
which must be sold for what they will bring.

/

I have run ashore and must quit,

Your affectionate son,
Perry Mayo




Arlington - October 6th, 1881

Dear Father and Mother:

Yours of ScpEplbcr 27th came to hand in due time and found me in
good health and sprits and I hope this will find you the saume.

We ave still at Arlington although in my last to you I said we were
going to leave here the next morning but we didn't go, We have been
under marching orders ever since,but no one knows when we will start,
The orders last night were to keep two days rations cooked till further
nri-r-ﬁ} ink we will go the fore part of this 'I.k.LVeureﬁan'ﬁ
Hutnding CreeR Some 20 or 30 miles down The viver Juem heve.

The eneny continuqi]to fall back from here,and our troops are advancing
slowly but surely. Small fights are of almost daily occurrence but
wothing of any magnitude. The regiment is here in camp today.fhey

have been engaged for the past week in chopping and building
fortifications on the famous Annisoan‘'s Hill.,

They have had a new €olonel appointed. His name is Poe?® He is from
the regular army. The boys don't like him much, He puts on too many
airs to take with Volunteers amd he will find out ere long that he is
not in the regular army. /

: = 29
I was in the City yo.tcrday.ﬁﬂSn' Bredhead's Cavalry and the famous
Berdan” Sharp Shooters,’®

There was a drove of some 3,000 head of beef cattle came in for the
aupply of the immense army now here. 850 you see we eat some meat here.,

1 rechiveld o from some onme., The letter Addison sent
I never rec but I think yours have come regular.

1 sent home $20 of my wages to Noble's. 1 forget to mention it in

my last so I suppose you have got it ere this time,
Were

I heard some time ago that you threshing your wheat and should
like to know how it turned out and how much you had,

One of our Corporals has gone home on a recruiting wmission for the 2and,
He lives in Bedford, His name is Bért?' Perhaps you uay see him.

1 rchMQﬁH a letter this week from the boys in Missouri, also one
from Aunt Charlotte, Wothing of importance im either, all well,

I do not think of anvthing more to write just now,and state in your
next whether you recii the picture which I sent home some time
since,

Please preserve the letters that I write home from the seat of war
unless you have already destroyed them as they may be interesting
some day.

Nothing wmore from your son,

ALl Ifrrﬂ Mayo

i prae !
{ [ (os
§ ‘




Camp Poe - October 14, 1861

Mr, thﬁﬁgégé%L A

wrth
I take my pen in hand to &aidu few lines to you for Perry to
inform you that he is sick, ~ He was taken down|October|/10. He
has bqﬁg very sick ever | since., He has got the intermittent fever,
he has omited every 20 minutes since yesterday morning. He is a
little % this moraing.

He has been with we uﬂi]tho time. We are chumBs. We sleep together,
but he will go“the 4W& hospital today.

Ve left Camp Arlington on Saturday. Perry thought he would get a
little better so he would not go to the hospital till we got moved,
I will do alfl|that is in my power to wake him comfortable,

Perry wishes me ay to you that he has wrote two letters and
has not received answer yet from you

We are nine miles from Washington. Seven miles froam our old <amp,Camp
ground, one and one half miles frowm Alexandria,

&\ 3
There is nothing new here. Alfl] to be quieh’”

Mr, Mayoj iAf e avything that you wish to know ,and Perry is not
well so as to #1et me know and I will do the best that I can
to infors: you,

I must close my letter, Excuse my poor writing.

Bin..

Yours truly,

Denaq Bostwick
Beet] @2
;to Washington the same as before.,
2




Camp Poe - October 18, 1861

Dear Brother [M i ;[.a.j] }

Your kind and welcome letter of September 22 came to hand.Since

I have been here sick and,as I feel able to set up a few uoments
this afternoon I uu answer it the best I can, I am a good deal
better than I was when Dana wrote for me. I have been yery sick
Can set up now for a few moments at a time.

I did not go to the hospital. I occupy one of the Gcmal‘l tents
and the doctors come here twice every da The doctors do not
consider my disease dangerous at prnontiﬂhm 1 shall soon be out
again,

$here is nothing going on_here. There is any amount of force, Why
den't they do -wthhg{?j

I never felt the need of home and a wmother's ¢ as since my last
sickness, When I am well I enjoy uyself nu.fﬁ:om« 170 1bs, the
day 1 was takean,

nﬁ:v& a letter from George !nch}isnuag that Henry Bordine
rged from the Army,

I don't feel able to write more,

Answer seoon,

I remain as ever, your[affectionate brother

Perry Mayo




Fort Lyon, Virginia -~ October 23, 1861

Dear Father:

Yours of the ISE has just come to hand. I was very happy indeed
to hear from h once more as it had been some time since I had
apy news from howe.

I am a little better thsn when 1 wrote home lant.fzkhn get around cawnp

8 little but don't gain strength any.
We are all back to our companies again now., The bodyguard is all

disbanded. We had sowe hard cases in the guvard from Detroit and other
towns ,and they stole|and cut up 80 that the whole guard was disbanded

for their doings. There is no bodyguard now at all,

There is nothing going on here. The rebels have two batteries on the

river a few miles below here on the river,and we caa hear their
constant cannonade at our vessels as they try to pass up and down
the river,

Our regimwent and the 3rd were out on a scouting excursion the other
night, They went some 12 miles and found three rebel camps;and,
after stirring them up)all came back to camp without firing a gun,

Ve are 12 miles from Washington and 3 frow Alexandria ang are the
extreme left of the lines. There is men enough here now,Seems to
we to do something if we are going to make any pretentions to put
down the rebellion at all. I am getting out of patience with this
do nothing micy.

It rainsiall the time hewe and a  country is very clayey,it is
mud, 1%41 . A person's sh overed an inch deep and every-
thing looks omy enough, 5

I was surprised to hear of Heunry Bordine's discharge as I was in
receipt of letters from him every week stating his excellent health
and what glorious times they had,

I want you to take good care of that boat we built last Spring as
I expeet to come home to go fishing in that again,

I will send you in this letter a fig leaf which will likely be a
new thing up there. There is not quite ripe fruit and blossoms on
the same tree,but there is fruit from the size of a pea up teo ripe
fruit which is about as large as a black walnut.

Dana Bostwick has got the rheumaticks very much in his ankle lately,
Shouldn't wonder Af he would like a discharge.

I do not seehow you can possible get along on the farm with one
horso{?]§hould think that would be only an aggravation.

1 do not think of anything more at present but remain as ever,
your Son

Perry Mayo

-]



November 6th - 1861
[;lrtinl Letter of Perry Mayo to his brother, Addison lnyéZ]

1 have just received a letter from father. I guess I am as
well posted in regard to the young Ifolks in our neighborhood as
he is for I kmew all the news contaived in his letter some month
or more ago.

3 it

I am very sorry to hear of the illness o1 Jane plarkhawm;
she dies society will lose a very worthy wember.

Tell father the bodyguard is disbanded on account Ilisuppose of their
not being wmted any more at present as we are likely to remain soue
time in camp and the wen would be of more use on duty in their

Counpanies,

Now I have written you a very long letter and you must be sure
and answer. Your letters are very good and I could not believe
at first that it was your writing. It is first rate. The only
desk I have to write on is my knee and my pen is wmore like a
crowbar than an instrument to write with,

I must close by remaining as ever, your brother




Fort Lyon, Virginia November 13th, 1861

Dear Father:

Yours came to hand sometime simnce and I take this opportunity of
sending a few lines howe,

I wrote a long letter to AddlsogfﬁJEivc so&fﬁb answer as yet but I
idid not expect it as yet, /

I have nothing of interest to write, I am as well as could be
expectad,)][inve been having the qgue for some time ,but it is oow
broken up with quinine anqﬂfccl pretty well,

The weather here is quite cool, There has been no ice or anow as
yet but we have had some very hard storms,

There is nothing going on here,and,consequently,nv news to write,
The fort is getting along pretty well, There is now some forty
guns in it, —

This brigade was out on a reconnaissance in forcdja fej
?ﬂnk ene prisongr and ong stand of arms, Guite 2Mfepfif{ior fifteen

housand men., I do not think this Army will move snon.Eﬂérink the
plan is to keep enough here to defend Washington and do the fighting
in some other parts,

In regard to affairs at home, if you can keep my wheat till winter
or Spring I think the prospect is for hetter prices, I e t to
get my pay on the 26th of this month)l[Shall send $20 home Zlhnll
most likely send it by express the sameé as the rest, You will
probably get it the first of next month,

Nothing wore at present from your affectionate son,

# o




Fort Lyon, Virginia - November 34, 1861

Dear Father and Mother:

Y again take up my pen to _=epd a fewlines home. I have sent two
letters home and have reﬁﬂ.v;k no answer to either as yet,but I
suppose ,n0f course, you are very busy which, of course, is sufficient
to account for the delay.

We are still in camp at the fort and evgaged in wmounting the gund.

A part of the kegiment is on picket duty some seven miles from camp,
They have pretty hard times out there as the weather continues to be
stormy and cold. They take no tents and have to take the weather as
it comes.

We are all well at present except Danf] Bostwick. He has the
rheunatisn, laweness, hypo and almost all the other diseases that
flesh is heir to., He says they may as well send him home first as
last as he pon't get well if they keep him lyiong around here all
winter, He brought in a cane one day but the boys whooted him so that
he threw it away, I think he will live some time yet unless he_jis
taken worse. My ogue is broken up,and 1 feel first rate again[l[Kave
been on duty for sometime past, 7 A

Gen

fe were all out on the grand review by Gea, McClellan and the
President this week, It was one of the most sublime sights I ever
witnessed., This was the largest amount of men ever brought together
in one army on this continent. I should think the wen, horses and
cannon would cover a quarter section of land when formed in close
column, When formed in division the width of which was the length
of two companies in ltm, the length of the column was nearly four
miles in length.

I do not thiak there is any sight for a fight here. There is sowme

stir here just at present on account of the treops leaving feor the

South.  The Lincoln Cavalry left here last Sunday worning and the

28th ;’ {Eﬂ to leave this cawp tomorrow morning. They go to

Baltimore and from there Ew!ut. South Carolina. I understand

on good authority that m% chardson has sent in a petition to have
his brigade sent there,but I do not think @ere is any sight for goingJT)
dhink we will stay here or in the town of Alexandria this winter.

We ug@l@ our pay day before yesterday. 1 have sent home $20 the
same as the rest, [ suppose it will get there as soon as you get
this, 1 have just got a letter from George Markhaw”informning we of
Jane's death,

/f send you with this letter a Sunday I.Eni.n Chronicle, 8Since the
boys got their pay we can get papers. ore MONey Was S0 Scarce
that it would not pay for the newsboys to bring them here.

I do not think of anything wore at present, ®She boys are raising
cain in the tent and they make so much noise that half the time I
write sowmething else but what I intend to.

With uy love to all, I remain as ever your son
- Perry Mayo
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Fort Lyon - Novpuber| 20th, 1861

Dear Father:

Yours of the 25th came to hand last eveaning. It found we in first
rate health and enjoying myself first rate,but there is quite a good
deal of sickness in this camp at present. There is four from our
¢owpany pretty sick now with typhoid fever which is the prevalent
disease.

It has only been four days eince I wrote home,but I have to answer
this now or else walt some time as I am gring to the lines on picket
tomorrow and do not expect to get in camp again till some time next
week,

There is 0o news now for me to write. Evegthing goes on after the
old sort a

The money I sent last will not get home as soon as I expected as
it is in Captfi{Byington's hands and he is sick and has not been
able to get to town to send it.

In regard to the contract between we anfi|Gordon, he was to clear
the ground fit for the plow, I was te get the ground in good order.
He was to furnish half the seed. I was to harvest and stack the
grain after which he was ar half the expense, that is, furnish
half the help, team work,lgtgap and pay for threshing his own half,
The contract was nade one eveliing in Gordon's front kitchen in the
presence of Griffin McRale and several more of his hands, I do not
sSuppose you can collect anything agaionst him 3f you sue him and get
Judgement, Had I been there,l should have taken the awount from the
machine;by his leave or without it and he might sue me if there was
any of that to be done., I do not ‘uppoac you can get a Jj nent at

all unless you can prove his a nt to give we 30 bus , a8 the
damages were not legally app You may do just as you ngo but
I had rather give him the amoumt than to be $25 or $30 cost and then

get beat, Butithe way the matter is, 1 would be williong to take five
dollars for all the damages I get clear of expenses, The wheat turned
out full better than I expected. I thought if my share was 300 busi@lg]
it was doing pretty well,

I have uef%\.lgf soue presents from my friends in fttl Creek,anong
the rest 2 autiful needle book or as we call them a wife.
Like the original it is a nice thing in a fantly/but it SJSew
en the buttons, Egm.&_
¥hen you write, state whether you the Sunday Ig;¥§%‘=gh:gg%g;g

I sent home last Sunday morning as 1 put it in the office and forgot
to put on a stamp.

As I have nothing more at present,l will subscribe myself, yow son

Ko



Cawp Michigsn - January| 8, 1863

Dear Father & Mother

Yours came to hand last night,and I take the first opportunity of
answering as it seems to take some time for am exchange of
comumunication,

I am well at present, so are all the rest of the boys that you

know, I should like to come home well enough but I don't think I
shall until the thing is closed up, 1f there is any prospect of

its being done,but it seems to go mighty slow. You see 1 canust get

a furlough for more than twenty days. This would leave wme only twelve
to spend at home,snd after an entire change of diet,it would come
pretty hard to go into camp again,

Perhaps you would like to kmow what I had for my New Years dimmer,
Well it was a cup of coffee and an chunk of boiled beef, %o bread,
Gur bill of fare at present is for breakfast, a slice of fried pork
or bhacon, two slices of bread and a pint of coffee without wilk of
course and sometimes without sugar, For dimner, bean soup and bread,
if we have it, and for supper it is the same as breakfast, Sometimes
we get split peas in place of beans. We can get rice but cannot
conk it m0 as to make it eatable, Once in a while we get a mess of
potatoes., You may think this is pretty hard fare)but we don't eat it
till it tastes good and it makes the healthiest looking lot of wem you
ever saw, and everyoue seens to enjoy himself first rate.

I went to a ball a few nights since. I hardly knew how to act., It

was got up by the overseer of a plantation near our camp, and a couple
of us got an invitation., The fauily was from the ‘1§t§r°‘ qgilgﬁigi.

Wie had a good time, There was quite a number of Virgidia gi present.
One novelty of the thing was legro slave waiters.

wixna
You speak of 1SQZ§§h.uan not being able to see comuon folks at howe,

I guess thought as muchof at home as he is here. You zee the
company 4 tave any thing to say about who their officers lhf )
and to tell the truth, the company is go n hill, The Cap

dead drunk more than half his time. He et out of his tent to
take command of the company more tham two days in the week, This is
a pretty rough charge but I am prepared to substantiate the truth of
the statewent,

Corporal Burt arrived safe in camp some time since. We have not wmoved
since I wrote home last and are not likely to soon,

7
I suppose you have heard by way of Peter Bordtn}7ot the skiruish we
had so I will not tell it again.

Nothing more at present, I remain as ever, your affectionate sen
Perry Mayo

P.8. If it comes handy, you may just send along a good bundle of
-trn€; o sleep on,

vo (s




Camp Michigan - JhnEnrilzﬂ, 1863
Dear Father and Mother:

Yours came to hand last night and I was glad to hear from houwe

I do not see why it takes my letters so long to get to 5‘;:1;]
a;::iJas yours always come from there im three or four days. We get
a daily mail here.

You got the wrong version of that skirmish from the Detroit papers
but is about|as straight as they generally get the news., The L10u+E;M€1

tew=n! gpoken of was Benson not Denis He was not wounded, neither
was he in the action, A company of N ey Cavalry went scouting
supported by two companies of the Mic 5th., They were fired on

by a company of rebels, One of our wen was killed and one wounded.
The enemies loss is unknown, Our pickets rallied to support the rcit,
but the rebels left for safer quarters before they arrived,

This was not the one I spoke of, We were on picket on the Colchester
Turnpike, | Our pickets are posted about 40 rods apart and five men on
a post, We had cabins built of pine boughs to hide our fires, BEvery-
thing went on well till pearly morning. We were all awake on my post,.
Ve made a kettle of coffee, It then came my watch, I had been on but
a short time when the sentinel on the next post gave a command halt,
and the next moment a perfect shower of rifle balls cawe whizzing
through our cabin, I fired and juuped into a gully made by the road,
The reast,who were telling stories inside,got out in due time, We ran
some 80 rods and took shelter behind some houses but,they did not follow
us  and after waiting a short time we deployed as skirmishers and went
back to our posts,

We found one robbed of all the blankets, proviaionsicin.,but 1 lost

nothing. There was two men hit but one seri y injured, They

crept up through some pine woods like so many Indians and fired on

three posts. We saw them after daylight im a field but were not

allowed to open fire on them, We have just returned from picket, Have

been out fpur days and it has rained all the time. Yesterdsy morning

the Capﬁiqgulont two of us scouting outside the 11:03;,‘5t was very

dark and alter traveling some time we ran into a Peom; picket post., We

got our course again here and went within two uiles of the enemies |

camp at Colchester,)Vqdid not see anything on account of the dense fog. |
{ . v\o" gV ‘

1 suppose you are all somwe big thing from the Army of the |

Potomac soon,but you need not/|till Spring. The roads are so bad that

it is impossible to move artillery,and we can do nothing without it, |

We have justrecEivdd news from Kentucky, Palmer Shepard wishes you

to send this note to Calvin., He also wishes to kunow his address, I
should like to know what he is doing. ou can tell biam where 1 am,

I suppose you hear nothing from George yet.

I recfived a letter from Jared Knapp, He says the schoolsggp%r :
and THomas Bartrum was tcnchtn: it, 1 got a letter from {.ingoln

yesterday. He recdivedd your ve not heard ¢ wrt
week or tenm days, Q e Baree C(L -

Nothing -77. at present so I will subscribe uyself, your son

‘Al

; 5 z ey [ oonats ‘4‘.¢" ['~ N oo
e T NS e Pl Mayo



_Mason's Plantation - Fairfax CUEptiL Virginia
> February 11, 1862

Dear Parents:

As it is now nearly 2 month since I have rec tvik any news from
home, I will try to write you a few lines, ou seem to thimk I
am dilatory about writing,but I wrote Addison wmore than six weeks
ago and have _got no answer yet, So,tho last I have from home is
yours of Jan&f 14th,

There is no news at all to write from here. Our uéd;i =L 45 out om
picket and myself and three others (a corporal's gnlrd) have been
here for a week to protect the property. The proprietor (iason) is

overs a foundry sowmewhere down inm Dixie and his son is a
lieu’ in first Virginia (rebel) Cavalry so I expect the whole
concern will belong to Uncle Say one of these days.

are
It is a valuable estate, Ther some 20 slavo. reuaining here.

Last night after they came in frow work, we went around to visit

their cabim We found them pearly all engn;ed io learning to read and
spell ,and the energy and perseverance they show im this is well worthy
of initation by those who have an opportunity of learuning. They learn
very fast. Some of them can read guite well already. I suppose you
are aware that according to the law of the state it is a state prison
ocffense for lnyonc to iastruct them, but the law- do not amount to
auch here just now.

The weather just now is very finme hut this is only the sigwal for
another storm. There is quite a pumber of our wen sick at present
but all are well that you know., One man was taken from the Faglin meuﬁj
hospital this week sick with the small pox.,and as quite a number were
exposed it stands quite a chance to ayreld.

If you have not taken up that note of Manchesters as soon as it runs

& year, it might be well to figure the interest and get a mew note, If
he does not wish to give another on demand, it will do me just as well

on six months time, I sent $20 of my last two wmonths pay to Nobles as

usual., Please write if iﬂaE@@H

Nothing more at present.,

I remain as ever, your son

Perry Mayo




Camp Michigan - February 27, 1862
Dear Father and Mother:

I take my pen in hand this morning in haste to write you a few lines
as this is probably the only opportunity I shall have to write for
some time to come,

My health is first rate and most likely before this reaches you we
shall be some ways on our march into Dixie, We have been expecting

it for some time past and last night after bed time we got positive
orders to pack up everything and be in readiness to mayc t a woments
ocotice. We are all ready,and a coupany of 200 naug; sbeen sent out
to repair the roads (which are a perfect sea of mu in order to
facilitate in the transportation of artillery.

The wen are all in good spikits at the prospect of deing something,

we have been lying im camp is this wunud long onousgﬁﬁkzizztntsro,wo
have been doing all the yelling while someone el he fighting,
but there is no certainity of our doing anything y‘k. We are to carry
our knapsacks and two days cooked rations. Speculations are rife as
to where we are going, I do not know what my opinioa is. We may

uove our camp some 15 or 20 miles and then halt again,but the general
opinion is that we are going to move on the right flank of Mannassas,

I am aluwost inclined to think the wove is to get the men far enough
from the city to prevent ir getting whiskey but time will tell,
The next you hear from weé/ ¥ay be in Richmond or Visome other phcc:}
but I shall take my materials with wme and shall write you again a
soon as I get a chance to get a letter through,

Three batteries field grtillery came up to our camp this moraning.
One is the 6th clnnd.tﬁ ‘t know the name of the other., It
takes twice as many horses as usual to move them,and their appearance
reminds wme of the story of emigrants to Michigan 30 years ago.

I have ncvcrﬁsaﬂgku answer from my letter to Addison././Quess when I
get it, I will bring the answer home with me. I got a letter from
Arad stating that he was going to Caﬂﬂ!ornta. If it comes handy ,send

me Calvin's letters, They may be of use to me, for my return to
Michigan| after the war will be owing to circumstances. There is a
compéiny of us who talk of going from here to Calfiffornia or Oregon,

but we may have to come home to be disbanded.
Nothing more at present so in haste I will bid you good-bye.

Efrri’liyo

Your son




Camp Michigan - March 9th, 1863

" Dear Parents:

Your last came to me a fow days since ,but I had just written to you

and I have delayed answering for a few days. I wrote you in my last
that we e just on the point of leaving this camp. Well we are here
yet,but there is no certainty that we will be in two hours from now.
Everything is ready for a long march., We have six days rations on handy
and have been furnished with a new rubber patent tent. which we carry

on our backs, We have all got new Minnie rifles (perhaps I told you of
it). We can hit a barrel head 120 rods twice out of three times. They
are a beautiful gun, The GuLEﬁt said this morning there was not a
hetter armed Pegiment in the Service.,

All the sick have been sent to Philadelphia, thus making room in
Alexandria and Washington for 10,000 wounded soldiers., I was in our
hospital today, It looked like a wmachine shop., They were packing up
their instruments for transportation. Everything is kept so secret
that I have been unable to learn what movements have been ma the
troops here but the move is general. A battery of twelve 3 guns came
here from the arsemal yesterday, also one of six field pieces from
Baltimore, This makes 40 Guons {o g0 with us, Perhaps we will have more.
|4 1n

The weather is fair,and the roads are getting quite good for ;;ﬁ!iggl-
OQur first fighting will be at Occoquan Villagess fifteen miles from
here unless the enemy evacuates it. The onoaykﬁiiggsid to have 15,000
men :there. I went in company with ten others within 80 rods of their
lines scouting iv plain deylight, We found one of their wmen at a house.
His legs wade good time, He lafi his cartridge box and haversack., We
brought them in as trophies.

ye: n'aé-n}

Cur company n promoted from 3rd to 1lst Company in the .
The first ne Ld*g the brigade and the first Brigade in the Hivision,
Gﬂérai Heintze

ommands this division, @ _troops in this bBrigade
are the 2nd, 3rd and 5th Michigan and 3%§h 1§§fr if. With the artillery
we expect to have the hardest fight at®Cockpit Point batteries on the
Potomac. They have heen reconnoitered’from a balloon., I can hear the
guns irom there while I am writing this. They are firing away in
earnest at sowe of our boats,

I rocﬂﬁv Addison's letter also one from Aunt Charlotte. They are
all well there,

In regard_to my money, do the best you canwth it., 1 suppose Mamchester
is good, If he does break, you will most likely get it sowe time.

There is $26 overdue we now, bul,we will not get our pay till the first
of Ilg.fhsn if I live through (and I am strong in the faith that I

shall), I shall get $52, But if I should not, I wang you to give any-
thing that belongs to me to Josephine and Charlotte’” equally between
them, when, in your Judgement ,they need it.

I shall write you again as soon as anything transpires. 1 do neot
think of any more at present, so goond bye.

1 remain as ever, your son
.“;,‘uL‘—-—-L—.—l—-‘-'.‘—lQ_{Mu,L

; ( Perry Mayo

{ ( £t ( o -
e ol i e it 7 T




Dear Parents:

Portress Mooroe - April 2ad, 1863
Yours of the 21st is at hand. I was sorry to hear thatamy ef you
were sick but hope to hear of your recovery snon as tho nc
not as fatal at home as they are im camp. The 5th Hic
lost over 60 men this winter with it,
T3
;ﬁ have just 1 a letter from grand-othcr. She never says any-
thing to me about co.iag to visit,

But In regard to the war, You surprise wme by your remarks, You fear
McClellan is not the wan for the place. Wwhy? You will remember at

the time he took command (August) there was scarcely men enough in the
field to defend ¥Washington, He had to organize and arw anm army of
800,000 men, This took till winter,so it was iupossible to bring the

war to a close ip the Yall,and iv this country it is impossible to

carry on a winter caumpaigun. think he amight have !3ﬂm out what

month they left Mannassas an @ escape of 200,000 wer,;,one of the
greatest blunders ever connxt ed by any general since history, began.

In answer to the first, everyone here knew they |were |leaving long be-
fore any wmove was made but how could he help it All the horses in
the army couldn't move a battery five miles while they could go off

by railroad, In regard to the blunder, any military man will see that
it was a great plece of generalship to arrange his forces so as teo
make them leave their extensive fortifications without losing a wan,.
There 18 no other place where the rebel army would fight as well as
there and they canmnot fortify a place where we would have to fight at
a greater disdavamge,

You seem to have fallen ip withﬁarcole ﬂﬁ'ﬁahtey. He uses all the
influence in his power to make the Arng 1 confidence in their
commander well inowing that if this is acconplishod it is sure of
defeat. He is a greater traitor this day than Jeff Davis. You seem
to forget that - McClellan - managed all the movements of th:£¥%£
army, You see in Buraside'sPreport of the capture of NewBer
had carried out, all through, exactly the imstructions given hln at
Annapolis, But,I am happy to say the men as yet have unbounded con-
fidence in their cowmander, But, he may well say: "Deliver wme from my
friends and I will take care ot ny enemies’.

w.}

gp rog iveld an article from the pen of Cof& Wecloough 0f the

in rogard to the uanagement of the war, and it is well fer
hin t e wa®s not in Camp for the boys would have given him a coat
of tar and feathers.

I suppose you have heard before this where I am and of my journey here.
There is nothing of interest goiong on. Troops co _;nuc to arrvive

every day. 15,000 came in yesterday,and there [3ig/s0 wany here now that
I will not try to estimate the number. The bay full of vessels
unloading night and day. I suppose we shall wmove as soon as they all
get here but it takes sowe time to unload a large army with tﬂ§ﬂ¥+kew
cquipncnt and provisions.




Perry Mayo

Page Two

Fortress Monroe - April 3ad, 1862

There 1slijdlvilion review this afternoon by Genge{{ Heintzelman,

We are all well at present,and the weather is fime, We drill four
hours a day and play ball the rest of the tiwe.

1f you can not read this pencil marking, write we.

No more at present,

pFilye




Cauwp Winfield Scott near Yorktown - April 25, 1862
Dear Pareonts:

Yours of the 17th came to hand last night in four days after wailing,
and I take this  my first opportunity of answering. I want you to
answer my letters sooner, if yoy wish we to write often, as it has
now been a month since I rodgi~ anything from you (till nuw)}and I
have written you several without waiting for an answer,

You do not say anything about the wheat. In your next please inform

me whether you have sold it or not, If you have, how much was there of
it net, the price per bushel, the amount, ete. I infexje from what

you said in regard to buying a mortgage that you had sold it. I suppose
wheat i not worth quite as much now as it was.

We have not re ’véy any pay as but we expegt. to get two wmonths
pay in a day oggivo. The 3rd jlzﬂa‘ttins tlggioatodny. There will be

four months due us in five days wmore. I shall send you $20 or uorc.ET]
shall send it to Nobles as usual, 6 if there iz zny company fund sent,

if not I shall send it by Adams Express, if they have any agent here
(and I’ ’understand they have) asd 1f there is no other way,l shall risk
it by mail, but these regimental mails are very unsafe to send money in.

You say P.F, Bordln"il married but you do not say to whom, He told
me that he was going to be -urrtcd,nnd I learned from another source
" that the lucky one was going to be'a Miss Bailey from near Bellevue.
Is it the young lady who used to damce iv Bailey's show?

I am sorry to inform you of the death of Palmer Shepherd but perhaps
you have heard before this., The story may be false as we got news

from the General Hospital that one of our coupany was dead and buried
the other wmorning and at night we returned from work and found him in
camp fit for duty., But, our Surgeon told hat he thought there was
no t of Palmer's death as he had r'qér. direct information of the
fact, died four or five days ago with the swmall pox, He was taken

" with it the 3rd | day after we came here. I have been directly exposed
to the small pox several times since I cawe from home,but I am well
protected by vaccination,

S ]

When you write me again I want you to send we 25 three cent 5%3&"

stamps ;and I will send you the money to pay for them. We cannot buy

them here without paying the Sutlers from 75 to 100 per cent share on

:hon in wmoney and I don't propose to do this if I can get them from
one,

I see you are dissatisfied with things here. You say the progress
here is anything but flattering as far as you can learm but I beg leave
to thiok you can't learn anything about it. 1 know there was quite a
pressure againlt McClellan in Congress bytr4’oltttcll clique with

¢ Chandle’”at their head but wy opinion 11 those who had most to
say about the matter were better judges of food whiskey than they are
of military operations, 1 know this is the case with Chandler as I
have seen him viewing tr2ops when it took a man ﬂn12=£:S§é‘!J't him
to keep him on his feet, He wade a motion to = o Commander
in Chief but he failed in this., 1 see Fregmont has Michidgan in his
departument., The boys say his headquarters are at Whiskey Run and at
last accounts he was fortifying Werona #7 I think he has a good place
to fortify,and if the rebels come up there no doubt he will fight thew
to kill, i see he has sent a dispatch to the Secretary of !hrr-tlttnl

(
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Perry Mayo

Camp Winfield Scett
April 25, 1862

that he had taken gng prisoner, a notorious character. Bully for

"him, But I am satisfied with McClellan as long as he makes no

mistakes and Gemerals Scott, Halleck¥® Burnside and thosewho sughg to
koow what is right, are satisfied with his wmovements., But,6 there is no
use of our arguing as each one will think just as he has a mind to
after all,

“as Politics has more to do with the popularity of our Generals tham
any fighting qualities., It was political jealousy that removed
Fremont. from his first position,and the same thing will remove
McClellan, I see the people at ‘n-. think there is nothing doing here
but,if they were obliged to work night and day, hail, raia or shiue,
in range of from five to six hundred gums,scarcely ever getting more
than two or three hours sleep in twenty-four, 4f they could see the
men as soon as they are off duty a few moments sitting up agaianst tree
stumps or apyting else that will furnish support and keep them out

of the water on the ground, sound asleep, and the rain pouring down

in torrents, wet as rats, and not allowed the use of a fire as the
enewy could see it from their works through the pines and fire on us,
they would see wore how it is and then to have the community at home
keep crying, "you are not deing anything"”, is almost enough to dis-
courage anyone.

I think the umiliry roads are all finmished now. They had to be built
for miles through a rough country. They had to be graded as nice as

a railroad in order to transport guns over theam that will weigh from
17 to 20 tona,. I think the attack on their first line of works will
not be delayed much longer. PForts from pumber 1 up te 7, counting from
the right are finished and wost nf the guns in them. The enemy left
all the woods standing Before thelf* works and these forts are built
within rifle shot of them, hid by thick pine woods., Our Fort number 1
has five - one hundred pound rifle guns and some 200 1b., It will
command any fort on their right wing, The rest are armed accordingly,
so-nlﬁ:t? 13-inch mortars, (I do not know anything about the works on
the left

!

It will take us some time yet to get whole works,but they must
come down unless it is the pplicy to fight slow and -nin the epemny
keep a large share of t{%ﬂ:ffbnuyuorc while Bapksfland McDowelP take
Richmond. Then they wi ve to leave this of course. We worked on
a fort (No, 8) yesterday. The enemy found out where we were and threw
shet and shell _in ight smart, We kept im the ditch and mo one
was hurt. l‘ow ket on the 16th during the general cannonade.
The balls and shells from both sides flew over our heads and we laid
low, ¥e heard the charge of the Vbrua:ééizéﬁarntl but could not see
it for th:l-ood-. One of our Sergeant ., was cut 4in two by a
cannon ball.

We got our pay this afternoon but 4f I keep on writing 1 shall not stop
at all so I close and remain as ever, your sen

»$ myo

5
Enclosed in this I send you one dollar for stamps. I shall send
$20 more tomorrow by €ompany as usual. Our paymaster will express

it from Washington. e ,
T L fpet—




Williamsburg, Virginia May 7, 1862

Deay Parents:

1 suppose you will be anxious to hear from we so I take this poor
opportunity te inform you that I am still slive and well and able
to do any duty.

I suppose you will hear ere this reaches you that we have passed
through to battle muchwre terrific than Bull Run or any thing we have
seen since our enlistment, We passed through Yorktown on the 4th and
campéd some two wmiles this side./ Our ¢ was on picket. It
commenced raining towards wmorning. As soon as it became light the
cannonading commenced some eight or nine miles in front. We started
1-uodtgtoly,but the roads were so bad that it took us till noon to get
six niles.

on foot after ammunition., One of the gcncrnl's ailc cawe@ to us here
with orders to leave everything but our arms and h up as fast as
possible, We left our kmapsacks and took the double quick through the
mud for the scene of action, We arrived just in time as the wen in
front were out of aummumition, but still holding their ground. The first
scene we met after we came® under fire was one of our batteries in the
middle of the road where the mud was from one to three feet deep and
veryythin, BEvery horse was killed and the gunners lay killed or wounded
amongst them In some places all that was to be seea was a foot, leg or
hand sticking out.

Hore we commenced meeting the wounded and pretty saon some men came back

The eneuny was waking a desperate effort to get possession of this
battery. Our ¥ was thrown to the right of the road in the woods,
Ac of voluntéers unpod io and manned the guns that remained
whole. The Sth Michiigew nad 37th l Y. charged on the enemies rifle
pits and drove them qggqb thdtr bayonet, Three compamsies of our
Fogliwenjt, ledd by Gen charged in front up the road but they
were overpowered and 1011 ba to the line of battle.

Meanwhile our Coppan yggngod the enemy on the right as skirmishers and
the first platoon reserve 6 or 8 rods in rear. We held our
position from two P l ti darmut the oﬁ miracle to me is that we
only lo-t man, (I 11 Fox )y iounded i leg. He will get well soon,
There hdreds of narFow escapes, We 'oro 1n aluwost as wmuch danger
from the trees which were shot off as from the bullets.

At night the firing ceased and we were relieved and fell back somne half
a mile and built sowme fires and eat our suppers, It continued raining
all day and all night. Next morning we fell in to renew the engagewnent,
but the enemy had gone leaving their dead and wounded on the field., The
loss is very heavy on both sides, Our Camp is 80 rods i;on the
battlefield. 1 went all over it yesterday. Thcroﬁiﬂ}icvoral acres
vhere you could scarcely step without stepping on the dead. They are
not buried yet, Some of our company have gone out to bury the dead

this wmorning. The enem loss ag equal to or greater than ours, All

|

the houses here are full of wounded, Our Regiment lost 16 killed,
37 wounded and 16 missing. I gﬁt give you many more particulars but
you will get them in the papers.

No more at preseat. ,

Yours in haste.




Camp on the Pomunkey River, f@m}u
May 16, 19862

Dear Father:

Youd;lot the 4th is reclivgd and I take a few leisure moments to
answ My health continues ‘girst rate although we are exposed to
almost everything and I believe I can stand anything now but cold
lead snd I can stand that well enough as long as it does not hit me.
When I speak of our camp, I mean the spot where we lie down to spend
the night in some wmarsh or muddy cornfield as we have had no tents
since the 1lth of March,

The reason that I spoke about my letters was I get letters from

some of my c spondents who live as far from town as you do much

more punctualythan I do from home jand I take more interest inm my home
correspondence tham any other. But write as often as you can,and 1
won't find fault, In regard to my wheat, you can eell when you think
best and draw it off when wost convenient, I think the prospect is
good for a rise and not wuch probability of its falling. You speak of
its raining all the time in Michigan,but it can't beat this seacoast
country, It ins here from Monday morning till Saturday night,and
when it [q j%:in the fog is so thick you can cut it with a knife,

o£ SN

There is no news o§3u0uent to write you from here, The fact is,
nothing is WS nnundlys unless it is an account of some great battle,
We are n 5 miles from Richmond and wmoving on slowly but surely, and
if the enewy shows fight this side of @ pitol, it must come in

a few dayaiﬁiﬁi as# Bur occupation of the city is only a question of
time, Since we left Williamsburg,we have passed over some of the best
eountry 1 ever saw in Virginia, The wheat looks first rate and is just
commencing to head out, It furnishes good feed for our droves of beef
cattle. The roads were strewn with everything in the war line,
Several field pieces and cassions were left and any amount of wagons,
anong them quite a number tlat our army lost at Bull Run, All the
cannons and cassions had all the spokes cut out and the ammunition
destroyed but the wagons were mostly perfect,

/fJU ‘(’14

A great many desertera come iunto our lines every day, They are a hard
set, They are not dressed in amy particular uniform,and most of them
are dressed in citizéns clothes. They frequently hide in the woods to
pick off our officers, One of them fired at sur brigade quartermaster
at a distance of 20 feet. The ball struck him in the arm but did net
hurt it much, The rebel was iemediately taken care of, Two more of
them fired on a squad of our Cavalry killing one man. They then threw
down their arms and offered to surrender but the Cavalrymen refused to
make prisoners of any such wen., They cut one fine enough for mince
ples, The other was brought in wminus one ear and part of his scalp.

v

I thionk there is mo use oq;#rguing McClellan's wmerits, He answers our
turn pretty well., You seem to think he ought to have seen to the i
issuing of rations to his troops. This would be something of a job |
when the wings of the 4ruy are from five to forty miles apart.sat

e never suffered much from bhunger till we came before Yorktown,and
then it was impossible to get provisions enough to us,amd I think if
you read the history of Napoleon's Campaigns, you will find where his
men suffered frequently from the same cause, especially in his Russian |

Ca mpa 181! .

But the reason whff I said anything about it was, almost every letter
and paper recpiv from Michigan praised up Fremonti. and ran down |
McClellan, I was not discussing the question publically mor on your
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account, But everyone else there is Just.‘bial' I can't see anything
that Frepwnt. has done deserving of great praise, He bought a great
quantity of perfectly worthlesg arms for the government at an extra-
vagept price, TFhe 5th nchﬁaa was arwed with them at first, Half of
them could not be fired at all,and a man was in no danger at ten rods
distant if they did go., This is not the only outlay of this kind he
has made, I should think he would be too expensive for the Yovernuwent.
1 do not speak from hearsay in regard to this because I Enog, but I
hope the war will soon close and then the matter will be settled,

I think our armies are striking blow after blow, just as fast as
possible, Notvithstundingltho Tribung says our leader is in league
with the rebels,

In regards to those @unker guons, I can send any amount of them if you
will pay the freight. There is plenty of them at Yorktown and
Williamsburg., That is, 1 suppose they are quakers, They made the
ground quake when they went off and if I mistake not, some of Uncle
Sam's soldiers partook slightly of the epidemic, I thought wmyself that
an advance toward Canada would have been a safe investment when the

" mon were falling all around and the grapeshot was mowing all the limbs
off the trees,

In regard to Palmer Shepard, I can gain no additiomal information as
he did not die in the regimental hospitsl, Ouyr surgeon told me today
that he was gertainly dead, He died of swall pox at the Church
Nospital, some two miles from Yorktown and is buried near there, He
. died about the 20th of April, There must have been some $50 pay due

him uwnless he owed the sutler, I suppose his wife will get it from

the €ap ai? of his ¢ pana.’..'I: did not go to see him owing to the
nature o is disease,

Your son,

ﬂ@f%hyo




Seven Point Mills - vﬂiglqzn June 2nd - 1862

Dear Parents:

1 again take an opportunity of informing you that I am still alive

and well having passed safely through the fiery ordeal ip the shape

of one of the bloodiest battles ever fought. Our Fegiment is very
badly cut up, as you are aware before this, After the battles we have
fought and the sickness occasioned by the hardships of camp life, +the
Michiigag 20d can not raise wmore than 300 men now, fit for duty, out of
the 1040 that came to Washiogton with us one year ago, and besides our
original complement we have had quite a lot of recruits, I think by
the time we fight a couple more battles there willle none lelt to tell
the tale of our adventure, But the strangest thing of all is that
Cofepany] C is s9 1 §;zy. e only lost one man in this battle, Sergeant
George fAayes§iin g @ thigh, very badly., The bone is broken and it may
prove fatal,

The battle commenced on the 3lst of May at sunrise, Our r.gginik vas
on picket by the side of the White Oak Swamp. We called in and
arrived at the scene of action at 4 P,M, and found_this part of ocur
army, in this part of the field, pretty badly whtdﬂid. We were thrown
in at first as a support for another regipent and the battle raged

for 15 or 20 minutes terribly.But the reglmeult was overpowered and fell
back on us and we were all ordered to retreat which was done in per-
fect order for 80 or 100 rods.

The rebels followed us to the edge of a piece of woods, but they would
not come out, Finally Colonel] Poe was ordered to advance ou the woods
with five companies (all he had with him) across the open. Cdupany C
wvas on the right of this linme, He refused for some time, saying it
was no use to take a few wmen up there to slaughtered. Finally a
positive order cawe from General Jamesow to do it and rather than be
arrested for disobeying orders he gave the word forward and the little
band wmoved forward. As so0n 88 we came ip range they opened a terrible
volley on us. We returned it and advanced to within 20 rods of the
woods . when the order came to halt. We #0od there and fought for 10
or 15 ainutes while they poured velley after volley into our ranks
from bebhind trees,ams I believe the wen would have stood till the last
man was down,but we were called off and the enemy did not follow us,

As we cawe out the eoIE:QI said it was pot his wish to have us
slaughtered. n-‘ aid ad obeyed orders this time a nst his
judgement but® he'd s« be d---d if he would do it again® His horse was
sai—sad killed under him, If I live to get howe,I can tell you all
about it,but it takes too much time to write it. Ve are now about

40 rods from the battlefield acting as a kind of support for our working
parties, Hundreds of the dead of both sides are still umburied., I

have been all over the field this morning,but I forbear to tell of

tke horrible sights Iisaw,

I have been taking care of the wounded since the battle till this
morning. I am now in the ¢ ni]again. I was at the depot where the
wounded were sent off on the cars and helped load three trains with
wourfded)men amd The piles of arws and legs around the operating stands
was enough to sicken anyone not used to such sights., The enemy had left
in somewhat of a hurry as they left all the arms and knapsacks of our
men undisturbed. , /
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Seven Poiat Mille, Va,
June 2nd, 1882

There has beep a constant fire of camnon to our right and in front
2all day. The fight is still going on in some parts of the lines., 1
suppose the ememy will claim thie as another of ﬁéﬁlﬂ“
victories but I wust close this as I only intende o write a few
lines to 'iot you know that I was alive,

P.B. 1 do mot know the loss of our Kns[maat as yet, but it is
heavy, 1 have not heard frem honme in a long time as we

do not get our mail regular,[sc]
FE.V‘rﬂ W

* Marper SE MEYEE T :




Fair Oaks near Seven Pines, VE}gtn;L June 10, 1863

Dear Parents:

1 again take my pen in hand to send you a few lines, We have rcdﬁlvqp
two months pay,and as I do not wish to keep my money with we and as
there is no way of sending it by express, I shall have to risk $20 in
the mail, although it is very uncertain as almost everyone handles our
mail here, But we are liable to be called into battle anmy mowent and
besideésjmy chances there, I am very Mable to lose it out of my pockets
lying around here on the ground, But X shall keep $6 for any
emergency.

There is no news of interest since I wrote you the day after the battle,
‘We were under arms all day yesterday. The enemy drove in some of our
pickets, killing and wounding several. I do not think it will be long
before the fimal battle is fought here,but the result is not doubtful,
I think this will end the campaign and most likely the war. The day

I wrote you last we passed the battlefield just night on a
reconnaisance, We went near enough to the cnoq&%ﬁ lines to exchange
shots with them as we returned, fthe sight on the field was truly
sickening. In one spot, 56 horses lay with their harnesscon just as
they were killed by the guns.asd All over the field lay the deag of
both friend and foe (mostly the latter) already exposed te the¢ hot sun
for two days, Many of the dead remained on the field the h day
uabu{{od. Hundreds were just covered up as they lay without amy graves
at all,

In ppe spot on the field where the rebels charged on our wen who were
hi n some fallen timber, the groung for a space 60 rods long by 20
wide was covered so thick with ad that they would touch each
other ,and there was not roowm enough on the ground to bury them, You
may judge from this something of the character of the fight,

Their loss must be nearly double ours as they left two dead on the
field to our one all through. I know this is so as 1 was on every

part of the field seygral times after the fight. I told you in wmy

last that our reg)mwent would not nlimber] more tham 300 men for duty, but
now some have returned from the hospitals_and the stragglers are all im,
We mumber 413 wem. Our brigade (Borry-)fr!our regiments, numbers 1376
men., This brigade has done more fighting and lost more men ia battle
than any other brigade in the Army of the Potomac,

I have heard nothing from home in more thanm a momth, Our mail is so
yery slow ,but I look anxiously for something every wmail, I have not
heard as yet whethe got the money I sent from Yorktown, If you
get this letter in 3%9 lease drop me a line before you go home as

I am anxious to know at the earliest opportunity whether you
get this or not, so that I can tell whether it is best to send any wmore
money by mail in case we get any wmore pay.

My health continues first rate ,and all the boys you know are well, I
regeiv a letter from our wounded this worning. Ser yes is
likely to lose his life from his wound. It continues to rain wost A
of the t _and with a tog.”fTho other night we were laying’
on a side hill, I was dreaming of a stormy sea voyage,when a clap of
thunder awoke me and I found myself going down stream at a rapid rate.

)
'-*—-t:;
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The rain had worn a gully under we,and thgt is the way I was carried
off, Had the stream run toward Michigan on't think I should have
been inm much of a hurry to crawl out, Don't ask me any questions in
regard to this yarn,

I do mot think of any more news or nonsense at present, seo I will
close this by sending my love to my brothers, sisters, father and
mother, and all inquiring friemnds,

From your son,

Perry Mayo




THIS IS A PARTIAL LETTER AND.‘I)S N‘!ﬂ' &m BUT 9(3 WRITTEN A’T"J
THE BATTLE OF WILLIAMSBURG A FAIR 1egp Iy o
WMW% S

Most of the troops here are engaged in building forts and treoches,
and you need not be surprised if Richmond does n fall in some time
yet, The repulse of Frenmovstit, Banks and Shields”has evidently

delayed = operations against the city. You blame the Commander in
Chief (the President) for this but I think it will come around right
in time, But You must be aware that McClellan has no more to do with
the troops in the Valley of the Shenandoah than Halleck has., It is
not in his departwment., You blame NcClellam for putting raw troops is
front, Now these troops were not raw, they were well drilled in

camps of instruction and had seen sowe servicey but had not been under
fire. 1If they were kept out of danger, they never would be,and it is
the policy of any General to keep his trusty and tried troops in
reserve for any emergency Our division (EKearny$s, including Berrys
Brigade to which the mclﬁnn 2nd belongs) were in reserve at
Williamsburg and Fair Oaks and we bore the brunt of both battles. Our
brigade of four preglimenits losing alone 1,385 mon killed and wounded in
the two engagements, t, I hope the rebels will stand here and fight
a general engageuent, so as to decide the thing one way or the eother.
But if the troops are discharged in one year from this date, it will
be fullylas soon a®s I expect. 8till we hope for the best and are sure
of winning this battle when all is ready.

My health could not possibly be better,and my face is tanned to the
color of a copper beiler by the sun and weather., It is very hot here
now and we suffer some for water im our present cawmp.

I do not thimk of any more news mow ,and if anythiag of interest turns
up I will write you immediately.

I de not think much of the language Calvinm 5, uses toward his parents,
I think he is a Shepard, too.

My love to you all,

e Perry




Harrison's Landing - James River July 5th, 1863

Dear Parents:

It gives me pleasure to be able once wmore to sond you a few lines,

Of course, you heard ere this time how we " ")aud

1 suppose you are anxious to hear from me., Our regime has not
suffered much in the fights of the paat few days ﬁply four killed and
several slightly wounded, None of C pan C *} urt. I am in the
hospital now having been completely worried out,

I was in the fight on the first and second days at the time the left
took possession of Tavern Hill, four miles from the rebel capitol. This
position would have commanded the whole city and works had our right
wing held its ground., But their falling back, of course, wmade our
position untenable. During the advance I acted as scout and guide_for
the left wing of our division, We had not gone far before Hooker'S main
line and ours became disconnected and the ends lost in the swamp. I

was sent to the right to find the left of his (Hooker's) line as soon
as possible, {u{ the line had been broken some time and our line was
nearly half a mile in advance of theirs, so I did not find it and in
going to the right was entirely outside tho lines, The firing soon
commenced very heavy and rapid near Hooker's center, and knowing there
was a line of battle here,my object was to go to it and follow it down
to find t.@#ﬂﬁ?ttt and join our line to it,

As I neared the action (still supposing myself inside of the Union
lines) I came to an open field 30 rods wide by 80 long and ted up
the £ence toward the farther end. I soon discovered a ﬂng:o;E.of men
-hiﬁghn a peach orchard, Supposing them to be our men ;I gave m the
si 1, but no one answered. Supposing they did not ao- me ;1 kept on
towards them and soon saw Hooker's men lying in line to my r‘ght behind
a fence. They answered the signal y but as I turned to go to them, the
men in the orchard,who proved to be rebels,6 opened their whole firo on
me and I was obligod to run for 30 rods lcroes an open field amid a
shower of balls to which all ny previous battles were not a circumstance,
But still the ome that was to kill wme was not among the number,

Two of Hooker's wmen were wounded where I got over the fence and one
killed in the next panel., Hooker's men commenced returning the fire
before 1 reached the fence compelling me to lie down and crawl some

- piece to avoid the fire of our wmen. When I reached the fence,I fired
"my gun in return and went on about wmy business and finished my errand
none the worse for my adventure. When I came back my stay had caused
some uneasiness and another man had been sent on the same errand. He
went just the same route I did but discovered his mistake just ip time
to save himself.

)
After Hooker's wen took the ene , works on the hill ,they charged on
it = 7.5 times and were as often repulsed. The ground in froat was
piled full of the enewfys] dead and wounded. Our regfimedt was not
ougagcd,but we could héar every coumand on both sides ,and the groans
of the wounded in the still night was awful, I wag b a severe skirmish
on the day near the same spot,but on the seeead day I was
obliged to knock under having been on du s guide and scout for six
days and nights in succession with ucurcgié:x hours sleep in the whole
time, I was brought here in an ambulance ing unable to walk,

.‘ .;\. __‘ . J s
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I am 80_as_to be up around a little wow and shall soon be on duty agaim,

The mé‘c t was in one engagewent durimg the retreat, They fought

_ behind & breastwork and were safe, The eneuy tried three times to

take it under fire of grape and cannister from 50 gunsg but were driven

back leaving thousands of ad on the open field.
l
|

No more at present.

Perry




Warrenton Junction, vg;gtﬁ?n August 36, 1863

Dear Father:

As our mail facilities are again open, I improve the opportunity of
sending you a few lines to inform you that I am well aad getting along
as well as could be expected, I did not write for the first week or

ten days after yours came because I expected some money to send home

and since then there has been no chance. There is four wonths pay

due us now and no prospect of getting any soon., We have all lost eur
knapsacks tWice this summer, The first time they were in a stere on the
. Chickahominy and burned on the retreat,and when we left Harrison's
Landing our new ones, containing cvorything we had, were put on board

a schooner for transportation and the vessel sank, I lost all my utn-ps
and writing materials except this envelope which was in wmy #{oc ket.

Since leaving James River we have had some hard marches but we get aloung
very well as we could get plenty of fruit and green corn. It would

have done you good to see the aruy go into the corafields and orchards
oo the route, They carried every ear of corn out of one fifty acre

lot in half an hour and it was good corn too, After a five day march

in the dust so thick we could not see the manm in front of us we reached
Yorktown where we all had a good swim in salt water.

We embarked here and had a pleasant trip to Alexandria, Quite a
laughable incident occurred on our way up; the boat was orowded some and
most of our boys slept on the hurricane deck, During the might the

_ engineer blew the whistle., The men who were asleep thought the boat

had blown up,and three of th Jjumped into the river and were picked

up by the boats. The capiain| of the boat was very slow in lowering the
boats, General Kearnyy came up and told him,if he let those men drown
by ncgligonco,ho would be tied to the stern post and shot without trial
or jury, That's:  the way they do business here,

At Alexandria we took the cars and came here by way of Masnassds Junction
passing our famous battlefield of July, 1861, We are about 30 ailes

from Mannassas now and ten from the ahannock River where our front
now is. The enemy occupy one side and our forces the other, We can
hear the cannon all the time and may move up at any moment,

We are inm a first rate gountry now, Fruit and vegetables are plenty.

I saw a citizen shot esterday., I was after water at the house

and one of the First ngggfgavalry went in for something and the man
tried to put him out, "'A scuffle ensued when the soldier shot him throeugh
the head with his carbine, He was a wealthy man and a very prominent

secesh,

We got our first mail last night. I see some of our lpﬁezfricnds were
very indignant because Baraes Company had to lie out tﬁ- first night at
- Jackson, By the time they have laid out seven months as we have witheout
a mouthful of soft bread, it will not be such a terrible thing.

I do not think of any wmore to write at present. I will close hoping,
if cenvenient, you will answer this im less than two months,

Perry



Camp near Ft. Lyon, Vﬁr;inﬂn Boqginbc§]7, 1862

Dear Father:

I again set down to send you a few lines hoping to hear from you
again sometime, but w I do not know, I wrote you from Warreoton
Junction but havo re ngd no answer as yet,

William Iooro was here and took supper with us this aftermoon, andi:he
coaxed me to wrile again, He looks first rate.

The 20th Re is here with us now,and it seems almost like going
ho-e to get so many of my old tﬁgpndl. All the Cenvis and Battle
h

%ﬁzys nrc horo now, Nate Parke as been here all day, He is
ser :

in the Marshall Company.

Since wmy last to you we have sowe hard times. Two hard battles and
another Bull Run,but,as usual, our geglimengt has been very lucky—ARoO .
one hurt in Company C. One of our Corporals was taken prisoner at

the time General Kearny was killed and released on his parole, He is
now in Baltim ﬁg 3ﬁ| position in the first daysof fight was at the
ford where COﬁg tone®"crossed to make the attack of the 21st of July
(1861), We were deployed as skirmishers and marched up within rifle |
shot of a battery and lay for half an hour behind a fence.#md fhe rebals
knocking all the slivers off the rails with grapeshot and canister,

ou may guess we laid low, We could have killed every wan and horse in

he battery but we were not allowed to fire, Fiovally one of our
batteries got in position behind us and drove the eneumy off and we were
ordered back without firing a shot, You may guess the hoys SWOore sowme,

On the day of the defeat, our ncgiio t covered the retreat on the left,
Two Squadrons of Btuarts”/rebel cavalry made two desperate charges on 6
us in order to get into the flying mass who Werz throwing away e
guns and equipment: and running for deay life, ey were repulsed both
times,and the last time a lot of the Harris, N@”Jir-oy Ca%alry came to
our support amd captured the whole lot., I am sorry to have to record
such news as another Bull Run but it ‘is no fault of ours. Troops never
have nor will fight better but there is mismanagewent somewhere,

You n:nuyrobably apxious to know when I am coming home, Well? I think
Jacks ill drive us up there in about two months unless there is
different management somewhere., I suppose there is a great deal of
excitement at home now in regard to fting, I should like to be at
home for a couple of just now ink X could get a good position
in one of the new HngEr ;F- now raising. I can get a recoumend for
any line office from cers high in position here,and I can get my
dts e from here 4f I can get a commission in one of the new

‘i: but there is no chance to get home to forward the matter
ju- There must be quite a number of men to come from our section
yoet, whether they will be drafted or volumteers is a question as yet.
1 suppose there is quite a number of my friends in the 17th Regfimeqt, but |

I have not seen them as yet. They are at the Chain Bridge some 10 miles
from us,

My health is first rate and I am willing to fight as long as there is a
man left in the 2nd Regfimenlt before I will see the North invaded. We
have pot redeived apny pdy as yet. We expect four months pay this week,
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[Iknal1 try to send $45 home by express.
Give my love to mother, brothers and sisters,
I do not think of any wmore at present.

From your son,
Perry

P.8., Please write just as soon as possible as 4t seems as though I
should never get amy more news from houme,

Henry Percy wishes me to tell you to tell his folks that he is
well if you have any chance as he does not know whem he ean
write, We have no money, paper ,or stamps. I have a great many
letters due my friends at home and shall write as soon as
possible.




Camp near Munson's Hill September 26, 1862
Dear Father:

Your vcry welcome letter of the 6th is at hand ;but as usual it has
ag:n a time on the way. There must be some mismanagement in the
tle uc department as I do not get more tham half your letters
and they are delayed sometimes a month or more. I re 1viﬁ the one

containiog the stamps and lost them all in my knapsack,

In regard to military affairs, I freely admit that there has been
mismanagement but still I think McClellan does about as well as the
best of them and with all respect for your opimions, I shall continue
his supporter a while yet as I firmly believe he 1111 come out all
right.

In regard to the rebels fighting, I never argued that they would not
fight with desperation ,and the only way to close this war is to
completely overpower them in point of numbers,

You speak of trying to get me a position in a new regiment and wish
me to write how it would suit we, but you will get wmy wishes in regard
to that in a letter I wrote you -o-. three weeks since, Of course,

a commission would be of great advantage to me but I think the
prospect is very poor at present, as there is fot likely to be any
nore new regiments formed in the state, The remainder of the quota
will probably be made up of recruits for the old regimerts. I am

Ser of the guard today. I am a poral in the ny_acting
as g. \'3- t as there 1€:'Only two wore Sergeants in the ¢ nﬁ now for
duty,. :

np Iaalfﬁgamb
You wish me to state why it is that we have another 6p§§ Bylagton.
He 1n¢ton)”ha- been wa lhjor irt- angan- ot in pla

Majpr| Dillman“who was -ado ﬂgno in place of Williams rouotcd
to {+] BQB " th. l7th. L Ig ')ic.f\ar

It is thought here that CaptiiBjington| is cowing back as the order
dismissing offécers from the service on account of absence does not
apply to him,

I wrote you in my last that the 30th R-'E;'EF was here, They left the
next day for Leesburgh.

I do not think of muchwore to write at presemt but firmly hope that
such steps may be taken as to bring the war to a speedy clv se and I
firmly believe it can be done in ninety days.

Your son,
1'3




Camp near Fredericksburg: Nov-nhog£81, 1862

Dear Parents:

As I have a few leisure moments this morning,I will try to impreve
them by writing you a few lines as I think there will be a chance to
send them off before we leave here. We have had ne wmail in two
weeks ,and you may guess we are anxious to get one., We have had only
one chan to send letters since crossing the Potomac, S0 you must
not thin trange because you do not hear from we oftener. I am
writing this letter in the loft of an old horse stable and think myself
lucky to get any shelter at all, We are on picket and the rain has
been pouring down in torrents for two days and mights without ceasing.
The roads are almost impassable,and the weather is cold enough for
snow, I presume we shall get it before night.

¥We have been on the wmove ever since I wrote you last but have seen no
enemy and are very little nearer our destination, We are now encamped
on the q;!ndn side of the river from the city which the rebels occupy
as yet but not in force. They will probably leave as sSoOn as our men
commence crossing. Our artillerists amused themselves yesterday by
firing at the cars as they passed in and out of the town. Our guns
coumand the city and we can lay it in ashes a% any tiwe if they try
to show fight here, I do not think we will move any farther toward
Richmond just at present,and you need not be surprised if we go into
winter quarters at or near here, Still there is nothing to indicate
such a move as yet except the position of the army,and I hope the
campaign will go on as I want to do my share as soon as possible,

This wintering wen on army rations to get them killed in,the Spring is
poor business, The coumand of the 4qrmy has been changod‘ or the

sake of getting a wman who will rush things and now let him "go in",
The change caused some disaffection,but most of the men are willing
to fight under any man who can close the war, bwt The war is prelonged
Cnoro] by politicians than by the fault of any §eneral in the field.

The health of our ncdéniix was never better tham it is now,but the
exposure and hard marches take off lots of the new troops every day,

Snow fell three inches deep while we were crossimg the Bull Run
Mountains jand the weather was as cold as Greemnland,

Our reglimeilt has been changed from our old division lharnyéﬁ ; _dnto
Burn's,de We are now with the 8th, 17th and 30th Michjgan) Regfimeilts and
our' Colied]:(Poe) coumands the Brigade.

William looro{ipnﬁ}iﬂvith me night before last, He sends his respects
to ynu all and in speaking of reminds me of how much I lost
by not becoming a wmember of ¢ ge before I left home, Had I taken
this step, I might just as well hda commission now as the position
I now hold, It makes more difference here than you can imagine, I ;
should have taken the step (if not rejected) had it not been for hother
opposition and I can now see that wmy failure to do so was one of the

Lh
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Fredericksburg - November 21, 1862
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most important unissteps of my life. But by the time a man lives one
life he will just konow h? to coamence,

&
Bob Vunnoa-u; Jo. Cooley and all the rest of the boys 'tz-{n our section
are iere with us and well., I heard that Julia Palmiterand Dan were
married by way of them, :

When you write state something of the matters around the farm, whether
the house is finished and how much wheat you have in this Fall.

I got a lcttorEr%’rnndnothor by last wail, also one from Sarah
Price. They are all’well., Uncle Joseph was drafted and furnished a
substitute. Some of the young wmen are coming by the draft. X

l- suppose you all have enough to eat _at_home am that is morq than they
have in Virginia, Flour is $20 ;Er W )sunr $1.00 ;ﬂrﬁmb etc,

But I must close this for want of room,

Write as soon and often as you can,and don't wait for me as I will
write as often as 1 can send them off,

Perry




Camp near Fredericksburg December 1, 1862
Dear Parents:

Yours of NovBumber]10th is rotﬁiv_ok ,and I will try to answer but

you must be ¢ontent with a short letter as there is nothlng going

on here just now and consequently no news to write, We are in

nearly the same position as when I wrote you before with no prospect of
moving soon, Still there is no arrangements wmade for a permanent
camp,and we may wmove at any mowment so there will be no chance yet to
send those things I wrote for,amssd As I am very much in need of the
gloves and wish you to send them to we by mail swsd I will risk their
coming 'through, Rell thewm up nicely inside ot two newspapers (one
glove in each) so that they will not be seen, Seal them niccly,
leaving the ends open and stick the wrapper fast to the paper,

on a one cent stamp and direct them to wme, Our boys have 1ttons
and socks sent in this way and they cawme all right, I vouhng

them sent in this way,but I can not get any here and can ly got
along without them now, We shall get to sowe place so that you can
send the rest one of these days,and even if it is not till Spring , they
will not come awmiss as we use woolen shirts here the year roundga-d
Those furnished by the Government are the poorest things imaginable.

I suppose you would like to know I spent Thanksgiving so I will tell
you what myself and a partner (H rcy) had for dinnere ome cup of
coffee each (which is the staff of life for a soldier), two pieces of
fried porK (the last we had) and four crackers a piece and each cracker
contained from ten to thirty worms varying in length from 1/8 to 1/2 an
inch, When do you suppose we will| have!jthis Thanksgiving dinner? We
do not have such crackers all the time but we had "Hob's choice” then,
those or none. We broke them into our coffee to scald them and dipped
them out with a spoon as they came squirming to the top.

Some of the boys who came out in the new n.ctnontl are sick, Nate

Parker is in the hospital and Bob Vanvess' is coumplaining some. They
can't stand this kind of fare as well as old troops, The weather is
quite wara here for the season of the year, and our boys are all well,

They say I am too fat to see. I weigh 180 lbs Aand AL 1 Eocp on will
come up to 200 inm a short time.

;ﬁ:o if you get the allotment roll of $40 that I sent from Munson's

From your son,

Perryl




Camp opposite Fredericksburg D-oolborlgo. 1862

Dear Father:

Your short but ever welcowme note of DacEﬁbda l4th was re 1v;d
yesterday and also the gloves which I needed very much, o I will
try to answer hoping that next time you will try to send a little
more news,

You do not say how you made out in your hunting excursion up Horth,
When you write again, please give particulars.

I wrote 2 letter to Addison and have re 1v§d no answer as yet, In
regard to news, there is none of any kind to write.

The weather is quite warwm and the ground dry enough to plough. There
is some proapocQJQt our moving again as the sick have all been sent
off jand there is’Beven days rations ordered, $hree in haversacks and
four in the wagons,

In regard_to military woves, I think about two wmore uander our present
conmnander”will use the army up entirely. At any rate,the men have lost
all confidence in him and the sooner he is removed the better, I think |
our prospects in roga#d to a speedy peace are gloomy enough,and I do ‘
not see how we are going to move here except towards Washington as

our pontoon bridges have all been sent there. :

In regard to the allotment roll I spoke of, the amount in Treasury
notes is all right of course, but it is not what I sent. The matter

is like this, The President sent an agent to the army according to

.an act of Conmgress with the power to take allotwments of soldiers pay

to their families or friends so I made an allotment of $10 plefr month of
my pay payable to myself (so that I could get it in case of necessity).

So at the pay table,I only get $3.00 per wmonth in money and the res
in a soldiers allotment payable at the office of the UﬁﬂuﬂSd?Qb :
Assistant Treasurer at > 1 suppose they keep it and pay you the

notes because there is a prefmum on the draft, We are going to be
mustered tomorrow for four months pay,but there|ds [poor prospects of

our getting any,and there is no chance to send it howme by express from
here, 80,1 think if we get our pay,I shall let mine run over till next
time as I do not like to risk it by mail, One of our boys lost $50.00 in

the mail lutd day, ’E" m’, m}
I have just™" a letter from Uncle_.Rprry's folks, re all well,

y
and Matthias ice who was in the 4Eh ;f@éhnuorvc u%&.ﬁ died of
consuwption, He was taken home from the hospital_in Philadelphia. Aunt
Sophia. writes me that Uncles Frederick and Willigm Arnold had gone to
waﬁﬁéﬂid vot say whether they were drafted or not, Uncle Joseph's
substitute ran away and came home jand almost all the drafted men from
that section did the same., I do not think of any wmore to write this
time so0 I will close by sending respects, etc, to you all,

Perry

P.8. The box of express sent to myself and Porter will bcauirilht it
it comes, but I have never heard anything from the first box you
sent as yet and there is a good chance for this to go the same
way., Burnside has issued an order that all articles sent to

WM
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soldiers in the aqrmy should be recpivgll by the Provost Marshalls of

pective divisions and by them delivered to the owners on
igning a certificate that the package contained articles for
n individunl use. This will facilitate our getting it but I
oce we will have to get the express receipt in order to Lndonttty

tho box,
M,




Camp Opposite Fredericksburg January 20, 1863
Dear Father:

Yours of Jnd§1r§114. came to hand last night and I will try to answer,
It is just two months and five days now since I hbard anything from
home except about a dozen lines that you sent by Major Byimgtonm,
although I have written two letters to you and one to Addison in that
time, I think if my letters are not worth answering,they are not
worth my trouble to write them and shall act accordiogly in the future,

In regard to getting a commission, I did not kanow what position to get
recommended for nor in what coupany or regiment., If I should ask an
officer here to recoumend me his first question would be, what position
do you wish to be recommendedfor; and in what branch of the service, and
company{ The first place is to get a chance for a position,and I waild
have no trouble to get a recommend for it, G.W, Freeman”would have
helped me to get a recommend from General Berry last fall if there
had been a vacant position for me, There has been quite a number of
commissions sent to privates in this regiwent, without any help from
here, The fact is they had at home who were not afraid to give
a little time and trouble for their bemefit, Most of them were obtained
by getting a sufficient number of men to entitle them to a commission .
and then giving it to some one here, I should like to know who thgy IS\
in Detroit who have so many commissions to give away that they

ve to urge Mr, Bordine to take one. "It's a big thing but I can't

see it."

The airmy here is almost in a state of mutiny. All our best men have
gone into the regular army jand I think of going into a regular battery.
I can get a good chance there to learn the blacksmith tradc}nnd if 1
was a private here, I would go in a winute,

I do not think wmuch of Stephen's choice of a partner for life,and 1f
the one that is left for me waits till I come to Michigan after her,
she will see a good old age.

We are under orders to march and I hope the qrumy will go to Richmond
this time or to Ballland I don't care wmuch which.

S o Perry



-~

Camp opposite Fredericksburg February 7, 1863
Dear Father:

Yours of January 30th came to hand last night ,and I improve the present
opportunity of answering as it will be sometime before you hear from

me again, We are under orders to ewbark on board transports at six P.M,,
and it is now two,

In regard to my last letter to you, I told the boys in the temt after
it had gone that I had written a letter home that any man ought to be
ashawed of, but the fact is I was entirely out of patience and wrote
just as I felt, I had been looking for something from home for nearly
a month and had two letters due from you and one from Addison,

I can not say, of course, that my letters home are not answered as sSoon
as convcntont.ﬁut one thing is sure, I get letters from other

correspondents there much more punctualfjjthan from home,and in several
1nstluges,you make one letter answer two of wine., I kaoow this by the

contents, but there is no use of talking of this,

In regard to the box you spoke of, I do not know how X can get it &o
you had better keep it at home till you get a better chance to get it
to me, There is a wapn who acts as express agent for Michigan soldiers,
.1 think his mame is Harris, He charges a little extra and comes with
‘4t himself, He lives iv Ann Arbor., I think you cam find how to send
by him by ioquiring of someone in town,Perhaps Himmans or Manchester
will know, It will be safe with him,bui you must send we the receipt
if you send it. I presume the first box you sent is in the express
office at Wshiongton,but I could not send for it without the receipt,
If you send it and have not boxed it up yet, please put in a csan of
fresh butter if convenient,

We have been paid two months pay and my Qaptfain] drew wine while I was
absent with a guard on special duty, & I have wore woney than I wish to
carry with we, so enclose $20 to you im this letter,

In regard to our destination, you can tell as well as I where we are
going, but it is most likely somewhere $OMth. The army is loading at
four different points. Rumor says we are going to Fort Monroe, L If this
is so (and it looks reasonable) they are going back on McClelland plans
after all, If this is the plan and we can get vessels enough to embark
the whole army at once, Richuond is sure to fall as we can land within
17 miles of Richmond in 48 hours, It will take them at least ten days
to get there with one line of railroad and a sea of mud to wmarch in,
and then they would be in no trim to fight, In fact g,will be next to
impossible for them to move by land at.all,.q But n"é‘ going still
farther Sbuth and strike for Weldon, “where they have two million
worth of drmy stores, If we can get t is )it will be better tham the
capture of Richmond, At any rate, I look on the move with favor if it is
made quickly amsd fhe dqrmy has more confidence in Hooker than any man
except McClellan,

The weather is warw and the mud knee deep. We have had about tem inches
of snow but it is all gone now, There is no use of talking about
getting a furlough nov)and I do not think there will be any chamce this
winter,

I Just rccEigiP a letter from Aunt Sophia., Grandmother is sick.
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Sophia makes an awful fuss because her sister's son (Labar I think
his name is) was drafted.

Nothing WMore.

Perry

e



Newport News, Virginia March 1, 1863
Dear Parents:
Yours of the 15th is rccElJAd much sooner than expected,

Inregard to my letters, I did not say that any particular person
answered uy letters more prouptly than you,but my correspondents did,
But you seem to be anxious to make a handle of some particular one,
This is nothing unusual, however ,“,fyou nmust be aware that I never had
anything to say to any girl yet, et Someone in the family took more
interest in the affair than wyself, '

1 rndgivgd Josephine's letter and answered it sometime since giving
directions where to send that.box,but it is not time to get an answer
yet.

Th1§e is nothing of interest going on here ,consequently there is nothing
1] E

rite}.

The weather is quite warm, It has been raining for the past twenty
four hours,and I suppose this storm will be snow in Washington and
Fredericksburg. There is no prospect of any wmove from here soon,unless
the rebels make some wove on the Blackwater or Norfolk,

The river opposite our camp is getting to be quite a navy yard, As soon
as one of the new monitors is far enough along to take the gumna aboard,
she is brought here to finish, Two more of them are expected here
tomorrow, ODne left for the South ycatordny)and there is one here now
with fifteen blacksmiths at work on her,

Our routine of camp duty is as follows. &t 6 A.M,, rovEﬁlkg

(morning roll call), half past six, breakfast, half pasf seven,

guard mounting. From half past 8 to half past 9, cowpany drill, +em
to eleven, battalion drill, dioner at noom, ©/ to (3. company
drill, half past 3 to half past 4, battalion drill, £ 37, dress

parade (roll call), sf-, supper, halt past sfP:n,” tattoo ( poll call)ls
ei@t, lights out,

I am going to Fort Monroe this week on the steawer to see my friend
George Hayes who was wounded at Fair OCaks, He is not able to sit up ‘
any yet,and 1 think it a great chance if he ever gets out of the
hosf{thl] He was one of the best men in Coupany|C. He fell by my side
in battle. Percy and myselfdarried him ofY? the field on a blanket
through a perfect storm of bullets,and I sat up with him all night in
the woods after the f{fight, General C.M, Poe has promised me a free
pass to go eee him.

In regard to the Army of.theg Potomgac, I wish it all success, but oue
thing is sure, If he ( A removes all the croakers or all
those who are dissatisfied at McClellans removal, they will send the
whole aray howme,

h?hcrc is no use of our arguing this question jbut I would like to
debate it with you at some future time.[f}fhink I could convince you
that McClellan is not a traitor aftgr all,and that Feemonl$ victories
have not been more fruitful than ollagfs. Burnside at
Fredericksburg is an example of those @endrals who rush matters., But
I must close this for the present and remain as ever, your son,

Perry



Louisville, Kentucky March 27, 1863
Dear Parents:

I iuprove a few spare moments to let you know that we are still alive
and well a8 usual, We arrived here yesterday aftor a long and tedious
Journey of about one thousand miles and are now encauped in the

5 Pittsburgh, All the streets but one are narrow and dirty,
and g?. inhabitants are so Dutch that the whole city smells of/sauer
krau :

We have had a cold storuy time to travel in, Just as we broke up camp
at Newport News it commenced snowing and blowin sgs!p,hnd our
equinoctial storm on the Chesapeake Bay, We ree days and nights
getting to Baltimore, a distance of about one hundred miles, From
Baltimore ame to Parkersburg on the Oh q§ ver over the Baltimore
and Ohio K HY via Harpers Ferry. Thoreﬁli& tunnels on this road,
and one of them is a mile in length, As we came out of one of these
holes in the ground, we found some obstructions on the track that threw
three cars off and spilled all the soldiers out, lc[;. unning so
slow that no one was hurt, We passed the Great Kanawha coal o0il works
and saw the machinery that gives 1light to the world,

My iok is so poor that I fear you cannot read it, so the shorter it is
the less trouble you will have to make it out,

¥e have not had any mail in two weeks but expect some soon, I have
not roqgtv yours containing the receipt for that box of express, but
I met the box

and apples were just the thing after a three days trial of seasickness,
Everything came in perfect order. The cake was whole and just as nice
as when it was made, 1 saw on the boat coming down river and
gave him his share of the things, I found a note from HY Bordine in
the socks stating that they were for Bob and alsp part of the fruit,

I do not think of any wore now 50 I remain as ever, youé'son

Perry

Direct to: COug;n C-2nd lichgsia Infantry
Louisville, Kentuec

sg:gg%gk:f this great city. I do not think much of this town, It looks

'

at Bsltimore and it came just in time, Those strawberries
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Lebanon, qgntucgy April 18, 1863

Dear Parents:

Your kind letter of the 3th came to hand last night: glad to hear
from home, of course, and improve the first opportunity of anawering.

In regard to money matters at home, there gust be a great reaction:

If we crush the rebellion (and we will surely do it some time), the
currency will be just as good as it ever was and wen who run 1n debt

now in flush times wmay have it to pay by hard knocks, But good real
estate is a safe investment now, even at high figures, as it will not be
affected much no matter what changes may take place in the government,
If you wish to invest any money that belongs to wme in real estate with a
good chain of title, it will wmeet my approbation,

I did not suppose you could get the Tracy land as I heard that sowmeone
had bought fifty acres of it and commenced improvemeunts, so I thought
you wogld not want any without the whole, In your next please say how
much they ask for it ,and what land can be bought to it, the price, etc,
I should like to see any of wy friends here n & visit and should
think you might come, as you can come from ¢ in 36 hours if you
make all connections right, Iud You might maké usigood visit and get
home again in one week, 1 do not know the cost exactly,but a soldier
can go from here home and return for $15.bmt Jf anyone gets a furlough,
it is sowme slink who is of no use here, Any man who is always at his
post is sure to be kept there,

I suppose there will soon be a great deal of sickness in Michigan on
account of the draft and it 15 ely coming, There has been a grand

muster of all forces in the U orvtco ind the number required to
£4111 them up to their full c plo-ont.a-l they try to resist it by
force of arms you ought to have a few companies of old to

"show them a trick with a hole in it", and if the holo waln't there we
could show them how to make a few, You ought to impress every one of
the gang., We want about 600 just such fellows to fill this regiment,

and we know how to manage such chaps if you can only get them to uws, If
the people at home will let & few such rowdies scare them they never
ought to enjoy the name of %g_mn_r.um 1 would bayonet such

men sooner than rebels in the open field, We have a right to expect
those at home to protect us from a fire in the rear,

I am just enthusiastic in the cause now as when the first gun was
fired on Sumférr., Sometimes, of course, it alumost goes against
human naturo,but,on reflection cvoryono sees that the war |u.*=gg
W. Last winter many in the army thought that by making
concessions such as giviong slavery a certain limit and granting pardon |
to those in rebellion, that the war might be closed, But after it was
found that they would accept no terms, everyone resolved to f£ight it
gut, The war must last sometime yet, No ome fight will lose it , but
still they are losing ground every day and time will tell the story;

if we have any kind of success at all, ==t do not expect the war
will close this lu-or,‘ut we are as anxious for it to close as anyone,
for we are more immediately interested # ...cccee

(THE REWAINDER OF THIS LETTER nssmﬂ




Columbia, Kentucky May 15, 1863
Dear Parents:

Your last came to hand about a week since,but I have had no opportunity
of answering till now as we have been on duty comstantly since then,
scouting around @ crountry day ftimes_angd sleeping on our arms nights,
The 20th Miciigap|and 9th Epntucky Cavhlry]were south of the Cumberland
River and aboyj, sixty wiles frow us when they were attafiled by the
rebel Morgan' -'orc08|aqufh0y sent a telegram for us to come to their

~ support, BSo wg left our work and marched sixteen miles in five hours
when we recpiv news that our men were on this side of the river and
coming in,  So we went into caup and they came in the next day, The
20th lost 8:killed and 20 wounded. The rebels sent in a flag of truce to
our men to come and take care of the wounded and our surgeon went out
yesterday after them, We expect him back toworrow,

There is no enemy Horth of the river but we have to use the greatest
caution to prevent a surprise. There is a story in circulation now
that we are going to be mounted but I do not think it is reliable, Ome
thiog is sure, however, we cannot follow these gangs of guerrillas
successfully on foot, .

because her letters were not agreeable, They were simply a ade :
against the Government ap e draft, In her last to we she said she
wished all bher friends]Wls @ from their Lincolp War, I judged by
her letters that she was harboring and screening a deserter by the name
of Labar,and I found on inquiry that wmy suspicions were well founded,
The letter I sent granduother was not intended for publication,but I am
not ashamed of it as it contained no sentiments that could not be
endorsed by every loyal person in the land, If any person in this
section would openly use such language as Sophia did in her letters to
me, they would be sent over the lines into Dixie,

In regard to my correspondence with Aunt Sophia, I shall not1§E1to

Addison said in his letter that, "We had a great rejoicing over the
return of Sudge Pratt~of Marshall.,” I thought of course, that he was
one of them but if there was no one in the crowd but the supporters

of McClellan's policy it was all right as has always been in for the
most vigorous prosecution of the war until the rebellion is crushed.

[Elh.v- not seen the whole of the report of the committee on the conduct
the war but have seen_the pprincipal portioans of it, The chairman

of the commission was lellanl's bitterest enemy,and the whole thing
was a partisan concern as anyone can see, Some of the nerals wished
to injure him as much as Chandler and one of them was Hooker, nd n

we shall see what he will do, Mis army is twice as large as McLlella
ever had while the rebel army probably 1sanet as strong as when they
invaded Maryland, I believe now that Le 111 whip hiwm beiore he gets
to Richmond, Hooker is gifted withzthat least of all qualifications for
a coumander « self conceit, But we mistt await events, I am willing to
hurrah for the man what wins no matter who he is, but I think sowa
influence will remove any man who seems likely to wjin and gain the
confidence of the army, 1 think Benjamin F, Butle our second
Andrew Jackson but they are afraid he will make himself popular,

We are all well and in a good healthy country,.

No wore this tiwme, as ever, your son

W%yf\/\/ e Perry




Opposite Vicksburg -~ June 1l4th 1883
Deay Parents:

As I now have a few spare moments I will send you a few lines to inform
you that I am still alive and well, We came here this morning after

a long and tedious journey of ten days, in good health and spirits, We
are now in full view of the city on the Louisiana shore and expect to
take an active part in the reduction of the place, The mortar boats
lie a few rods below us and keep humming away ioto the city., We can
see our lines in the rear of the town from here ,but I can write you no
news, only Vicksburg isn't taken yet but it gurely will be, I hear
that they tried to cut their way into the interior but were repulsed,
also that they tried twice to cross the river, Rumor says that Grant"
has given them till tomorrow morning to surrender,

I might write you a thousand flying stories but there is no truth in
thon.uégg.had a mighty lively time coming down the river, The guerrillas
gave US;Warm reception and the old steamer looks as though she had been
through a hail storm, But they made such awful wild shooting that it
did not amount to0 much, Two men of the 20th were wounded and one horse,
We had about 200 riflemen on deck hehind the posts and railiug,and they
wade it pretty lively sometimes, I

I sent you $20 from Cairo but had no time Lo #rite as I had to run
away to get time to send it at all, 1 did pay the express as we could
not make the change, i

The weather here is very warm and we have to use the river water, This
looks like wuddy coffee with a little milk in it, This is a very
unhealthy country but we lived on the Peninsula and we are going to

try it here for a while, at any rate,

There is quite a oumber of Negro r.oﬁmeits on the river,and they look
odd enough, They had a fight last Sunday 25 miles above here and
drove the rebs off,

When I wrote to Josephine, I forget to tell her to send me the picture
cards of her and Charlotte. If they get then I shaid like to get
them as I can keep them in that form,

1 do not think of anymore to write now so will close with ay best
respects to you all,

Address wmy letters via Cairo as I suppose the Vicksburg e Als
closed for the present ,but we may get a pasg to go into the town one
of these days. I can ‘oa Just as well from hcro/but if the crowd is
going to town, I'm one of ‘em, ‘

Perry




Madison Station, ten wmiles from Jackson, Mississippi July 18, 1883

Dear Parents:

As I now have a few spare moments, I will improve them in writing a few
lines to you, not knowing when I can send tEV as we have "changed our
base"” of operations since I wrote you last.‘;ﬁave had only one wmail
since the 4th and no chance at all to send off letters, even if we had
the material for writing them, for we left everything behind except a
backload of cartridges and our rations,

I think 1 wrote you last on the 28th of June so I will try to give you
a history of our doings since that time, After the 28th, the Fourth
of July soon came, you can better imagine our joy at the accomplishment
of the great object for which we had been working 0 wany nights and
days, #han I can describe it to you. The firing commenced heavy about
4 A.M, and lasted about two hours and then suddenly ceased. A few
minutes later a mounted officer came riding through the camps at full
gallop crying the news that the whole rebel army had surrendered and
such a time you never saw, The joy of the wen knew no bounds, The
camps wouldn®t hold them,and the whole state was hardly large enough,
Such a Fourth of July as that only comes once in a lifetime!

In the afternoon we marched to the Big Black River on the road to
Jackson, Here we had a slight skirmish and stayidd two days to build
bridges, The drwy crossed on these without oppoSition and nothing

more of importance occ t11l1 we ca within about three miles of
Jackson whem the 79th d 8th Michjigan| were sent forward as
skirmishers, with our reglmenit and the 20th in line of battle in their
rear as a support, Skirmishing continued all the afternoon lightly
without any loss to speak of ,and we slept on our arms in front of the
enemy., Next morping at daylight ,our regiment was sent in as
skirmishers with orders to drive the enemy into his works, As soon as
we were fairly deployed and coumenced advancing, the rebs opened a
heavy fire of musketry on us with very little effect, st As soon as
their guns were eupty,we rushed in quickly and gave them a volley at
short rasge killing and wounding about a dozen and driving them in
rapidly, The fighting was all in the woods among heavy timber, We
kept pressing them in by heavy skirmishing for half a mile, killing
several and losing some of our wmen in return. when our c;éb.n camne
suddenly on a line of rifle pits or les for riflewen, re they gave
us a volley, wounding Charley Porter''badly in thigh and giving some

of the rest of us close calls, The captain drew his revolver and

gave the command, "Forward double quick™, There was no time to fix |
bayonets so we took the butts of our -usﬁats and made a clean sweep,
killing two, wounding four, and taking two prisoners. Here I shot my
first man that I am sure of, When we came up I saw one of them making
good time for safe quarters and fired, The shot went through his right
ankle, When we came up I asked him if he wanted any water, He said

his canteen was full and remarked that I made a "d----d good line shot
but a little too low for comfort™,

We drove two rebel regiments (12th Louisiana and 19th Misslissippi) over
a mile and into their main works, Then we were ordered ¢ ke

charge which we did in the face of a terrible fire of grape and canister
and a musketry fire from three regiments of Pruck¢nridge'’s hntuckuns:ﬁ‘
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I went up to it and saw that it was impossible to t either way,

80 I did not jump 4in but laid flat on the ground ror ¥ woment, when

orders came for us to come out if there was any left, So we fell back,

and they did not fire a shot at us after we commenced retreating nor

follow us an inch, I think they were reserving their fire expecting a

heavjey charge from the woods, Our company lost six men, Our first
déinh

¥e reached their works ,and some of our company Ju;g:d Fu the ditch, j

Jibr is a prisoner, The first wan on the left of we( Co ral AW,
Smiti¥lias shot dead and the first man on my right[ A 4. Jew as shot
through the head and badly wounded, Almost all the wmeu had wmore or
less holes in their clothes., The loss in the regiment since we left
Vicksburg is just sixty wmen,

We have been on the lines night and day till yesterday morpiog, when
the rebs were obliged to leave or get surrounded, Therel\ guns
left and lots of ammunitio f all kinds, This great town -~ Jackson -
is about half as large as g?fgreek. There is nothing left but a few
private residences and the State Capitol, This would have beem burned,
but it is of stone fire-proof. The country here is the finest I ever
sav in wy life. It is the "gorn_fedgracy" sure enough, As far as

the eye can reach in any direction is one vadt sea of cornm,and its'.
good corn too,

Ve passed the plantation of Joffﬂﬂgfaé%and aome of the soldiers had
turned all of his furniture out of doors and were treading the keys of
the pilano with the toes of their shoes,

We are now at work on the railroad, not exactly at a "douar and a half
a day'and no grumbling at t:@$ rd , but for thirteen dollars a wmonth,
This is the great ¥Northern g A nd the boys say northern railroads in
southern states are'played out'” i I must say they have a peculiar

way of Zixing them up, They get the men along the track as thick as
they can stand,and at the word all take hold and over goes the track

for half a wmile or more, The ﬁcs are then piled up and the rails laid
across them and burned., This twists them up till they are of no use for
a2 road even in Pennsylvania, The road has been used in this way for
thirty niles, We burned a luzﬂ:a:értion house here this morning and

a lot of stores, We kept 0 Lbar of sugar and one of wolasses, sever
of corn meal and 1,000{} of hams and shoulders for our own use,

There was one case 0f army shoes and a lot of arms that we kept, We
have picked up about 100 good mules here besides any amount of good ‘
beaf cattle, #0 you see this aruy is aluost a self supporting
institution, A |
July 19th - Marched into Jackson last night, heard gistant canmon from |
the main body of Grant®s Army in pursuit of Johaste®™ some 25 miles

from here, The whole Army has gone on except two regiments left to
guard the place,

July 23rd - Arrived at Snyder's Bluff on the Yazpo after a hard march
of 60 miles, with the thermometer at 147 degirees| in the shade st noon,
This is what you might call warm in Mic o] but we suffered wore for
water than anything else. The transports are all here to take us and
we shall probably get to Cairo nearly as soon as this letter. The
general impression here is that we are going to our former position in’
Kentucky, At any rate we shall soon bid farewell to Mississippi,and
I have no anxiety to stay here, 1 rcésvsd a letter yesterday from
Addison, also one from Josephine and will apnswer at some future time.
It seems Rachel 1s having her share of this world's troubles, If there
N A 72y Beld s
W W LY
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is really any danger of her lnubnnd, shooting her, I will send soue
ThatSi: what we use,and they are

cotton bales for mn%g?.
generally considered hard to tgko( if properly defended)

All the boys that you know are well, I saw Andrew Clovolam”this
morning. He is all right,

1 can think of enough to keep me writing for a woekmt 1 aw' getting
tired o you must iwagine enough to f£ill this sheetioul,

Write as soon as you can, Send me a few stamps and believe me, as
ever, your son

Perry




Camp Dick Robinson August 28, 1863
Dear Parents, Brothers, Sisters and to whom it wmay concern:

I improve a few spare moments to write you again hoping to receive

an answer some time, I have not heard anything from home direct
since the 18th of July, but Mr, Hodskins says be brought a letter for
we but lost it somewhere on the road.

I have been sick ever since we came from Mississippi but I am getting
along first rate now., I had the best kind of care, l was first taken
sick while on duty at the house of a wealthy planter absut a mile
from our camp. They were good Union people and you may be sure I did
not want for anything for every worning found ene of their HNegroes

at my tent with lots of nice things, more tham I could make use of,
and they refused to see a cent in return, I semt them a note this
morning acknowledging the kindness, Our Captain also has been very
kind to me throughout. I feel first rate now,but I look like a
skeleton and feel very weak.But the march of 12 miles this forenoon
did not hurt me any, and with cool weather and good water I shall soon
weigh 200 again,

Messrs. Hodskins and Beach found the soldiers here in the enjoyment of
all the luxuries of the land, plenty of woney and everything as cheap
as it is in Michigan, ri0o enemy near and nothing at all to They
will go home, of courlo. with the impression that soldiers are just
the happiest creatures on earth, And I think myself they are, on all
such times they are, but the fact is they know very little of a
soldiers life from their observations here, Mr, Hodskins came to uy
tent several times , but I did not get time to talk with him over
fifteen wminutes in all, for as soon as he came he vg:ldiravc to answer

a thousand questions for aluwost every man in the € It ocecupied
all his time and his stay was very short on account of our orders to
erht

Andrew had a cod%io of pictures taken and gave we one which you will
get from Mr, H.,Adlso $20 in woney and a “red ipt] for $20 more that I
sent from Cairo,"’ I have written several letters alwuost on purpose

to send the receipt, buﬁLva- sure to forget to put it in every time,
But I suppose you huvo received it ,or I should have heard something of
it before this. I wish however, thlt you would try and acknowledge
the receipt of all nnnoy as soon as it comes, for then I know all
about it.

Our brigade was ‘rut two days as a military escort for the remains of
General Nelson 27 I saw the procession pass our camp., It was a military
funeral on a grand scale, but some of the boys could not see the
propriety of following the bones of a man who was killed in a fray

more tham a year since, so they slipped out of the ranks and came to
camp. They were coupelled to carry a knapsack six hours r day for
five days as pnnlshnont,lnd our visitors found five of C ni[C on
this unpleasant duty,

I will now tell you a little about this camp which you have all heard
80 much about since this war broke out. It takes its nawme from an

0ld rebel by the name of Robinson who once lived here., It is a level
grassy plain with plenty of water for a large aray. has been the
camp of both armies at different times. When Bragg' ruy was here it
was called Camp Brecksoridge. It is in the blue grass region, so
called from a luxurious kind of grass that grows about two feet high
and furnishes good feed for the horses and other gtock, There is

"7 Y L
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camp here now except . as troops that are passing etop here Yhere o
f:lga few balle and broked gun carriages lying promiscously arbumd., We
leave here in the moruing and it will take us two days yet to reach
our present destinatiom ;:::d Then I will try and give you a short
description of the Crab Orchard, -

a,
1 forgot to mention the natural wells at this place. There 3% two of
them, The one I was in was about 25 f@¢lt deep and about six in diamete:
We went down a ladder, them along a kind of alley,till we came to a g
running stream of oclear water. It is very dark in there and requires
great care t6O keep from falling.

I visited Boone's cave on the Kemtucky River. This was once a favorite
retreat for that fawous hunter, but it does not look much like comfort
now, I did not go in far because we had no light. There is a large
tree near here with Boone's name cut in the bark, It is quite an
object of curiosity, :i I have not seen it yet but it is thought by
t:o inhabitants to bo the work of his own hnnd-. I have forgotten

the date,

CAMP NEAR CRAB ORCHARD, KY, SEPT. 1, 1863

This is a town about as large as Bellevue, It contains sowe half a
dozen hotels and any amount of "nigger"™ shanties. It is noted for
its wmineral springs and used to be a great resort for invalids, It
has a very pretty location at the foot of the mountains in a fertile
valley ,and in any northern state it would soen be a city..

We have laid out pegular camps with a fair prospect of staying some-
time. There 0 soldiers here except our division, about 3,000 men.
in all, The res nf the drmy has gone on and the advance is about
120 miles from here.

I saw Heary Bardo&“ind Erwin xllm}”Lt the 8th Cavalry. Erwin is
sick yet, three miles from Nicholsville at a private house and I
suppose Henry is now on the advance with his regiiment.

I would like to hear from home as soon as couvontcnt,and I am almost
out of stamps, so no more at present,

P. Mayo

AR



Hospital, 2nd Michigan Convalescent
Camp Crab Orchard, Kenmtucky September 15, 1863

Dear Parents:

I will try again to send you a few linmes although I have been unable
to hear from home, I suppose you are all anxious to hear froam me
s0 I will continue to write once in a while to let you know how and
where I am,

My mail goes to the pegiment now if I have any (for I have mtﬁwg_]a
letter from any person in more tham two months), and it is hard telling
when it will find me. I can not have it sent here for we may not

stay for any length of time but if you continue to write as often as
you caa,thoy will come to me sometime,

I have been quite sick since our arrival here and have been in the
hospital all the time. The march here used me up, for I was not
strong enough to stand it. I feel quite well again now considering
all thiongs., I am able to be around the caup almost all the time,
My disease has been neral bility ,and he is the worst Gegeral I
ever served under, is the effects of the Yazoo River country and
our Mississippi Campaign.

The FPegiment is about 80 wiles from here now and going on toward

Ten « 1 had a good chance to go to them tomorrow, There is

a Chnuggf Cavalry here with about 100 horses and equipment and 50
wen and he offered to give wme a ride put .But the surgeon says he will
take care of me for a while yet; and as he is a good fellow and keeps
me well, I have no objection to staying a while yet. This is the
first time the regiment ever left me behind, and as loung as I am well
cared for here, I am going to stay till I am well enough to stand it,
And I cannot go if I would, without the surgeon's consent.

Mr, Hodskins said you wished wme to come home on furlough but our time
is 80 near out that I hardly thipnk it would pay the expenses, I
think I can make better use of the money it would cost me after I
come home, I do not get any pay this time. The regiment has been
paid since I left them, My clothing acc t this year is $66,26
including my overcoat, two blankets, a EE of pants, etc,, am j:tlng
to some $25 that were left in store at Lebanon by order of Gnné“ 013593
when we went soufh and burned by John Morgan's men., We have to settle
up this time for the whole amount which takes $34.08 out of my pay

this time. But we will draw again for the amount lost or get pay for
it. if our Officers take the right course. If not, I suppose we will
lose it. Some of the boys are $50 behind. I have all the money I

need now, I do not wish you to entertain any idea of coming to see

me now, for I may be a hundred miles from here in a week from now., If
we get home next Spring, all right. as I surely expect to now 1 am
going to spend the ensuing Winter ip hunting and trapping up {ho river
from Tawas Bay in northern lchEgagfnnd shall only want business from
the first of June till the first of October.

Won't you go? I can't be content to settle down in one place after
three years of bumming around the country.

No more at present, as ever your sSon

%’10 ;:

Perry



KNoxville, Tennessee October 1lst, 1863
Dear Rrents:

X will again improve the opportunity of sending you a few lines, TYou
must be content with this and not look for anything wmore from wme until
I get one from you, as I am out of stamps and cannot get them here at
all, besides it is poor consolation for me to write ten or fifteen
letters to you and get no answer, I 40 not accuse you of not
answering my letters, but they fail to reach me., You must excuse wme if
I do get out of patiemce when I write home every two weeks regular, and
mail after mail comes for three long wmonths bringing no answer,

October 2nd, Your long looked for letter came last night containing
the 25 stamps and the cheering news that you are all well, I am with
the Fegiment now on duty although I am not entirely well, I came
through with a wagon train and had all my baggage carried and rodé
myself most of the time, We came through Cumberland Gap and over the
wost mountainous country I ever saw, Nothing of interest occurred on

the journey. We came about 20 miles per day and were ¢ .J//.. days on the

road, I found the boys all wellfiin good spirits, The country is
healthy but I gannot tell how long we will stay here, The news now is
that Rosecrans®/is getting thrashed out and that we are going to
Chattanooga, The 8th Michigan Cavalry had a skirmish about 320 miles
from here im the vicinity of Lowdon., They lost absut 50 wen,

In regard to your coming to see us. There is no use of talking about
that now,and you cannot send wme anything with any prospect of ay
getting it. So if I want anything,I nust make want my master for a
mwan cannot buy things here. Shoes are worth $20 to $30 pejr pair., A
vbox of common G,D., gun caps is $2,.50 and everything else in proportion,
#The town is built on the hills so st that we had to lock the wagon

\Jvhaoll on in street., It looks snm:%gikc Vicksburg, I saw Parson
Brownlow' sidence, 't He is not hePe yet but is coming to publish
his paper. There 10 any amount of Union flags here and a good set of
inhabitants,

I rec iy%h a letter from Aunt Charlotte dated September 7 in an to
one © ne, I have written three to Uncle PbrrySnnd get no nnquil
You do not say anything about that land so I suppose you have not
bought it yet. =~ : I think it would be a good investment and might
better be secured while it is in the market, If all my interest at
will amount to $500% and the balance could run three years at
7 » 1 should not hesitate to buy it in my own name, for I cas
pay $100 from my wages by the first of June, 1864, and then I will get
$100 bounty and that would leave $300 to pay, which I could wmake in
the time very easily. But you know my ideas immegard to the matter,
and you cam act to the best of your judgement, .. ybu know the best
time to buy a thing is when it is for sale.

I saw willi]l Moore this morning. He is quite well and sends
regards to all,

I do not think of any wmore now so will close with my love to you all,
and sign myself, as ever, your son
Perry

P.S, When you write I should liho to know something about the farm+
How much stock you have j ' how much wheat you are sowing,

How much corn, WM&L‘.S?
IVAVAVA S " "l welty




Camp 2nd Michigan Lenoir, Tennessee November 9, 1863
Dear Parents:

Your ever welcome letter of October 17"came to hand about a week
since but I have been unable to answer till now for two reasous.
First, we have been busy almost night and day building our winter
quarters ,but th¢y are finished now, and they are nice ones too., My
house is of gs £t by 11ft inside for four of us, Bostwick,
Percy, White’'of ﬁ%, eek and myself, The vody is about 8ft high
and covered with our shelter tents, This makes it light enough
without windows, We have a good brick fireplace with plenty of wood
and water handy, dishes, cooking utensils and everything to mkke a
soldier comfortable if the rebels are only civil enough to let us
occupy them,

The next reason why I did not write sooner is I have been alwost craszy
with a felon on uy left thumb, The surgeon thought best to amputate
it at one time between the hand and middle joint but I arjuedi

out of the notion,and the consequence is, I shall save it entir la,lt
is open now and doing well but will probably make a stiff joint.

The regiment is not here now, Gon.(l oéntith the Third Division of
this Corps is at Greenville on the rflikilabout 100 miles from here.
The rebels attacked him and captured two guns so our Brigade has gone
up on the cars to see about it., I am left behind in charge of the
camp and baggage. I shall look for them back in five or six days, but
they may he gone longer, Our camp is 21 miles frog Knoxville toward
Chattanooga, on the Holston River. We get our bread now regular from
tho‘govornm.nt bakeries at Enoxville. ¥

Parson Brownlow starts his world renowned paper this week Thursday., 1
will try teo send you a copy,and if you have anything in the paper line
that we can read, send me one once in a while, We have subscribed for
the Detroit Weekly Tribuwme and Advertiser, but anything inm the paper
line will come good.

The government is making every effort to get us to resenlist. We have
an order from the War Department offering $402.  bounty and 30 days
furlough., I have been offered a sergeancy with $17 per wonth bonidqg]
the bounty. This bounty dogs not include the $100 that we get on

our discharge frou this regiiwenk.

In regard to my pay, there is no chance to send it home from here
except by mail over the wountains,and X do not like to send it that
way, S0 I will let it remain in the Paymaster’s hamnds. It will be
perfectly safe there,and it will not draw any interest if I send it
home. We will get our pay in a few days. I have $7 owing to we and
that will be enough to last wme till payday again. We will not be
likely to get pay but once more besidegs/this, till we are discharpged,
and I do not intepd to draw any, (My pay is due now from the first

of July). I hav 1.50 allowance for clothing for this fractionmal
year and I have enough to last me through (lacking about $3,50) on
hand now, So if we get pay for lost clothing,I shall be some ahead on
that. 1 have given you a good history of my monetary affairs,and I
can thionk of nothing else to write. If you wish to know about anything
that I do not writo,yuu must ask questions,

So with my compliments to you all, I remain as ever, your soun

Perry

G




Enoxville, Tennessee December 5, 1863

Dear Parents:

I will again improve a few spare moments to inform you that I am still
alive,

I should like to give you a full history of all our doings since uy
last to you, but must forbear at present as ]I expeet #rders to march
before this is finished. On the worning of the l4th of Novgubei] we
were surprised to hear the bugle sound the call to "Pack Up".So we
tumbled out of our comfortable winter quarters in one of the worst
rain atorus of the season and warched twelve miles down the river
where it was reported that the rebels were crossiog in force. We
arrived after dark and found an Illinois regiment skirmishing with
them,

We lay on our arms all night in the rain and marched back again to our
quarters '1‘h3R§ fighting any., But the enemy followed us closely so
we had to for ine of battle about 3 P,M, and st d in that position
till an hour bcforo day when we fell back again, after destroying
about two hundred wagons that we could not ¢tt off, Our brigade was
rear guard and they came up with us about tenm A.M, and commenced
skirmishing in earnest, ’agoyod as skirmishers in the woods and
took it "Injin" fashion, ptain was wounded herc; almost the
first shot that was fired They pressed us pretty hard for half a mile
:r more, when the whole brigade formed and fought them about half an
Wl‘.

The order was then given for two wen from each cépanﬂ to advance, 80 |
we all gave a yell and the rebs ran rearly half a wmile without stopping
to look around, This gave us time to reach Campbell Station where we
found the whole Army in line in a good position where they would not
get to us without crossing a large cleared plain, Our regiment took

2 position on the right, concealed in some tall weeds. The rebels
came up in some dtsordor from our artillery fire till they came in
range of our rifles. \hen we rose up and just "gave em f “e We
would lie down to load in order to be out of niggt. The man behind

mwe was shot through the shoulders and fell across we like a log. Our
eqﬁpiny lost three wen here but we held our ground and repulsed them
nice Ve

Skirmishing continued all day,but as we were out of ammunition,we

were relieved by some fresh men and went to the rear as support for

the batteries, That night we marched all night and reached Knoxville

absut an hour before day, as near used up as any lot of men you ever

saw, After a few hours sleep and some breakfsst we commenced

entrenching and before sunset, there was a line of rifle pits nearly

around the town, sl In a couple of days we were well fortified,

Nothing of importance occurred till the 24th when the enmemy built an

earthwork in an open field in front of a piece of woods about a quarter

of a mile from our works, As soon as it was light our regiment was

called out to charge and capture it. We did so but could not hold it

after we had it,and after about ten minutes fighting at the works,

Major Byington ordered us to get back the best wey we could, This

ch rge almost annihilated the 2nd Regiment., Out of 16 men in our
niithnt went into the fight, 11 were among the killed and wounded,

and I was one of the number. My partner, Henry Percy, was shot through

the thigh cutting an artery so that he was likely to bleed to death

in a few minutes. I caught hém before he fell and corded his leg

with a hlndk‘rchl.f........-.....

[REMAINDER OF THIS LETTER LOST |




Mossy Creek, Tennessee March il, 1864 é7
Dear Parents: p

I will improve the present opportunity of writing you a few lines as

it probably is the last chance we shall have for sending mail in some
time, We are under orders to march tomorrow wmorning at seven o‘clock
in light marching orders, with five days rations_in our haversacks,
think we are going up the @i?d] farther toward v?‘“?' Longstreet

is reported to be at Greenville, some 21 miles Irom here, but I think
he will fall back as soon as we advance, for he has sent all his wagons
off to Richmond on the cars, We have no cavalry with us on account

of the impossibility of getting forage, so the rebel cavalry have it
all their own way, They keep hovering about our lines, picking up any-
pae who is foolish enough to leave camp,

Zebulon Dot;ﬂtrrtvcd in camp last night from home, He says the report
was that you had the smallpox, &sd I have heard the same report from
other sources, but I sincerely hope it may prove untrue, S5till I do
not have the fear of the disease that some do,and if you took the
precaution in regard to vaccination that I sent you from Detroit, X
think you will come out all right, There is sowe six or seven hundred
cases of it in Knoxville all the time,and it is no unocomumon thing to
weet children in the street befpre the scabs are off their faces, =i
I have not heard of a single cdse in the qrmy owing to the precautions
taken to prevent it. I have been directly exposed some half dozen

times this winter, F@g...iﬂf{;';pfigﬁ@.a

I wish now to say a few words to you in regard to the order of F,A.M. |
The order is well represented in this €ompany. The Captain|and first
Sor belong to the 6rder, and Andrew Cleveland has sent a ~ petition
to J.P, Averill to becowme a member of the society with a view of
coming home on furlough to get iifiated if accepted. I think he would
make a faithful member and reflect honor upon the order., I thtnk,
therefore,that you would confer a favor on the cause to use your
influence in getting the petitiom through, I have been more tihﬁb
impressed with the good of the order since leaving home than ever
before,and it is my earnest wish to become a member of the &rder, if

I can prove uyself worthy of the honor, But my time is so near out now
that I do not think it would be tp uy advantage to make any wmove in
regard to the matter '"till I get home , Nothing prevented my makiog
application long before I left homejbut my respect for Mother's
feelings in regard to the matter, but I thinkI have seen enough now to
be my own judge in matters of this kind,

I wish you to answer this as soon as you cam cooveniently,and let we
know what you think it will be best for wme to go to work at when I

et home. I can hire out here to work for the government on the

ridges or as blacksmith's helper at $2 per day, on the ten hour systemw
with double wages for all extra tiwe, This, including board, makes
pretty good wages, My time will expire on the 25th of May,but I do
not expect to get out of the service before the middle of June, = I
cannot leave till propégrly wustered out and the officers whose duty

it is to attend to these things are never im a hurry in getting wem

out of the service.

All well, Weather warm and pleasant. No wmore at present, from
your soon

Perry




Annapolis, Maryland April 9, 1864
Dear Parents:

Yours of March 4th was roquv at Knoxville as we were on our way
north from EBast Tenngssee, Fhis 4s the first time I have had any
spare time to ansfe

We had a rough time coming across the mountains, The weather was
severe,and we had to scrape the snow off the ground every night in
order to make our beds, But after all, we made a wmarch of 225 wmiles
io 12 days, and carried all our baggage, clothing ,and rations,

by steamboat, We arrived here day hefore ycstordny
one night, I had a pass, went to the theater,and hn st_rat
time, I have had no pay yet, The vificers were paid in Ten ssa;k
but they would not pay the wmen for fear they would get drunk, Mi
General Wilcox must have a good idea of the men who have went naked
and starved through the hardest cawpaignwi this war, to keep them out
of their hard earned wages after they had signed the pay roll which
is the paymaster's receipt for the wmoney., Michigan soldiers have a
reckoning for him after the war,and some ofthem wmay get a chance to
settle it before, I have had money enough, for my o
g;gggg;gkg( while the officers have wmoney

We came by rail from Nicholasville, lﬁk o Balti-or :ztroa there

Etuw Warren Cooloy’in KEhtucEk; also Erwin Ellis, He is post commissary

t Halls Gap, Henry Barden 8 been raising cain generally and is
reduced to serve in the ranks., The First Michigan Sharpshooters are
here, I found several of uy old scholars amongst them, The First

2 Michigan (colored) are here also beside several other Negro regiments,
They are all short of their full couplement of officers, I can get a
commission in one of them just as easy as rolling off a log but
Ycan't see the point”,

The 2nd arrived last night, 1 saw them this worning, I suppose 1

shall go back to C again as there is an order from hingtor to
that effect, but would much rather remain here noy as [this isja first
rate place, But it is only six weeks, so it [ ke much di

fgrence,
I think the corps will get off from here about thé first of by.[,’fj

Suppose they will take us if we have only a week to serve for that is

ilitary, but it will be like riding downhill, If we get disc ;'rgod
in the figld, as we probably will, I shall go to Monree C on my
way home]llshall stay a week or t days., I might go to nd see
Tracy in regard to that land, buii&on't see how anything can be done
about it till the guestion is settle 8 to who the owner is,

In regard to renting Mr, Sharpsteen's farm, you know best of course,
I want to go into some kind of business to make a living,but the
management of such a farm looks like a pretty heavy business to
commence on, But I will be home in a few weeks now and can probably
find business enough, such times as these,

1 rocE}v a few lines frowm Josephine at Cincinmati, Direct yours
to the 20th as usual and believe me, as ever, your son

in Baltimore

1gahs

[




Apnapolis, Maryland April 18th, 1864

Dear Parente:

Your letter of the 10th just came to hand yesterday,and I hasten a
reply., We are all well as usual and having first rate times for

a soldier, Our quarters and rations are good and we drill just enough
for exercise,

I am back in my 0ld company and regiment again, returned this morning.
I do not see the policy of sending us all back to our companies again
unless it is to get rid of the duty of making out our discharge

papers,

There is no immediate prospect of the corps leaying here, they are

giving furloughs for ten days to go to Iicﬁﬁgn The veterans are

the iest lot of men I ever saw, The prospect is that the

qEéOEE will break up entirely, as they cannot hold their organization

y 180 wen on their rolls., There is some talk of wmaking four

coupanxcs of the old wembers and making six new companies of recruits

now in the state, This will fool the noncommissioned officers who

¢ enlisted to get shoulder straps out of their positions, The line

officers are almost all trying to resign after using all their

influence to get the wen in,

In regard to my bringing a horse howme of the kipd you speak, py
opportunities for getting one are not very go imost any thing that
will do for army use has been bought up, 1dos if I get my discharge |
here I shall probably go home via Niagara Falls. |

There is mothing of any importapc ing on, Dan Rice's Circus has
been here for a week but it dnandgynt to much, We can get any
amount of oysters at from to 75 s per galloun, but aluost
everything else is very high, Weather cold, stormy and backward.

I think of no wmore at present, so with kind regards for you all,
I remain, your son

Perry




Battle Field of Chancellorsville, (“FHEiGeEneSE")
May 8, 1864

Dgar Parents:

As I have an opportunity of sending a few lines to Washington by the
wounded, I hasten to let you know that I am alive and getting along
pretty well, 1 feel more anxious to write because my name will
probably be published among the wounded again,

The facts of the case are as follows, As our mggngt was going up

an old road I wet a chunk of lead coming down, It hit we in the mouth
but was sp far spent that it only lovsened a couple of teeth,and they|
bled pretty freely 'so. I kept on and soon caught another in the leit
foot that swashed up two of my toes some, Byt I have been able to
keep aroujd with the hegjimenjt and I calculate jo see the thing through.

The fZggimint lost 8 killeéd and 30 wounded., C C lost one killed fe
giley of Johnstown)and one wounded. thipk the fight is in
our favorso far, we hold Fredericksburg and Heights «in the

rear and {11 the old battleground of a year ago. -

The ht is going on yet,and the arwy is _confident of success, Our

los esti ted at 000 so far, The Collpnel] of the 8th is prismr{ﬁg

Lt. Colond of 17t A illed, Both lost heavy.

ﬁ@n one of the Price boys today, He is in our Corps.
Getting qute dark, so I will sign myself, your son

Perry

*Probably hlmouth Heights




Footnotes

There was a Fenton Kingsley in Company C, Second Regiment, Michigan
Infantry. He was later killed in action in the Battle of the Wilderness
in.x}rginid on May 6, 1864.

Stephan Manchester was in Company C, Second Regiment, ichigun Infan-
try. He was discharged on Surgeon's certificate of dlsabfilty at the Uni-
ted States Hospital, Newark,New Jersey, on October 9, 1862,

General Winfield Scott was, at that time, General-in-Chief of the
Army of the United States.

ﬁ John H. Hollman was a Sergeant in Company C, Second Regiment, Michigan
Infantry. He was later discharged for disability at Alexandria, Virginia
on Qctober 2, l@

?ﬁcﬁerson enlisted in Company I, lst Regiment, ¥ichigan
Infantry on Apl]l 22, 1861 for 3 months. He was mustered out at Detroit,
Tlcgl L n%pust 7, 1861,

Dan ostwick was in Company C, Second Regiment, Michigan Infantry. He
later dleé at Knoxville, Tennessee on December 9, 1863 from wounds received on
November 24, 1863.

Darwin Moore was in Company C, Second Regiment, Michizan Infantry and

sergecl his full 3 year term of service. M&-%@ {?ff |
—-— Ka e Boniine .,'Mmlmn; g:’ ‘:z g,,,z. A M‘,f."
{d ary H. Bryant later became Perry's wife on April lﬂﬁ 1865. wnsfndaﬂg

e

l N

Steadman Lincoln was a friend who lived in Hancock, New York, This was
the i§wn from which the Mayos had emigrated 12 years before.

L he Colonel of the Second Regiment, lichigan Infantry, was Israel B.
Richardson of Pontiac, llichigan. He was a career army officer and had fought
in the Mexican Yar. after beconing a @eneral, he lemr died of wounds re-
cei 5% in the Battle of intietam, liaryland on November 3, 1862,

ieutenant Colonel Henry L. Chipman of Detroit was appointed a captain
in the regular army for the Eleventh U.S. Infantry.
Mayor Adolphus V. Williams of Lansing did not go in the reguler army

at s time.
l?iddloon was one of Perry layo's younger brothers,
Captain Cornelius Byington was Comnany C's commander, He died on Dec=-
embié&ll 1863 from wounds received in actlon at Knoxv1lle, Tennesaee.

©

amaged
Aro Pz.n,_{.j-x ¥
agor Henrv Jackson Hunt commanded the artillery on the extreme left in
thelést Battle of Bull Run. .

Lieutenant Joseph }. Barton was the Regimental Quartermaster for the
Secﬁg Regiment, lichigan Infantry. He resigned on July 21, 1861.

Private Henry H. Perey was from Battle Creek and was an old friend of
Perry Yayo. Perry was wounded at Knoxville, Tennessee on November 24, 1863,
returndd to fight again, and then was discharged for disability at Detroit,
Mici an on April 16, 1864.

General George McClellan was a YWest Point graduate who had served with
distinction in the Mexican War and as a milltary observor in the Crimean Viar.

At the beginning of the Civil War, he was given the rank of Major @eneral and was
put in command of the "Mllltary Bepartment of the Ohio". After Bull Run, ke
took over the command of General Irvin McDowell. He was Commander-in-Chief
of jhe Union armies but was demoted mainly because of his military inaction.
illiam Henry Seward was President Lincoln's Secretary of State.
gSecond Lieutenant JOSeph F. Gilman was from Battle Creek. He resigned and
was jonorably discharged for disability on November 6, 1861,

Sergeant Charles Hy Hodskin was from Battle Breek. He later rose in rank

to ctlng Assistant Inspector General before he was honorably discharged on

September 30, 1864,

Connns /
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Palmer Shepard was a member of Company G, SecondRegiment, Michigan Infantry.
He later died of disease at Camp Winfield Scott near Yorktown, Virginia on April
21, 1862. ‘
2fColonel Orlando M. Poe was a career army man who was in numerous battles dur-
ing the war. After the war he was in charge of many engineering projects including
the_puilding of the locks at Sault Ste. Marie. The Poe LockWas named after him.
Brodhead's Cavalry was the First Regiment,Michigan Cavalry commanded by
Colgpel Thornton F. Brodhead of Grosse Isle, lMichigan,
The Berdan Sharp Shooters consisted of 2 special regiments who were restricted
to men who could put 10 consecutive bullébs within a 10 inch cir&le at 200 yards
3 raqgsé They were equipped with breech&loading Sharps rifles.
- orporal Marcela Burt was a corporal from Battle Creek. He was mustered out
at the expgration of his term of service at Detroit on July 21, 1864.
his letter is the only one not written by Perry Mayo. In its composition
and grammar, it is quite a contrast from Perry's letters.
34George B, Hicks was from Battle Creek. He later enlisted in Company Cy
‘ Twentieth Regiment, Michigan Infantry. He rose to become a lst Lieutenant and was
ﬂ,/? .~ killed in action near Petersburg, Virginia on June 18, 1864.

7k it ~— % PCaptain Cornelius Byington. .
| ol tge¢qut&£ T ownotp ﬁ~£hna~&auq§ R

George refers to George Mayo, Perry's brother., He ran away from home and was
never heard from again,

' ‘ 3 . Sime o Clasenda. Tormihe;  Callirces Corunids Mr-r- 1!,,,,..\
._/37 1o frate M\fé tu:omna?afhfoo o~ 1860 . / & e

40;'Major General Samuel P, Heintzelman was appointed one of the 4 corp commanders

when President Lincoln divided the 12 divisions of the Army of the Potomac into 4
corgg on March 8, 1862,

”’!'Josephine and Charlotte were Perry's sisters.

ya Horace Greeley was the editor of the lew York Tribupe. He was a strong Union-
ist, but he was also critical of the Norbh's conduct of the ware.

43 ®Brigadier General Ambrose E., Burnside had captured the area around New Berne,

ngia Carolira by an amphibious atﬁiif ingifbruany 1862, %jzi g
! b s, Wietanaly e Ly as h-oUL m ) in Il 1522, ¢ 1545

F. 1651 to1§c3 lttmt’j;b* Mﬁui:%tﬁaw %ﬁrﬁbd%& fe o,

T .

*{‘gSenator Zachariah Chandler of Ifichigan was a radica eﬁsgiicaﬁwgad a prggiﬁen
member of the Joint Committee on the €ondact of the War. This committee put pre-=
31?%5 on General McClellan to go into action.

¥ General dohn Charles Fremont was given command of the newly erected Mountain
Department on March 11, 1862, This was located in Western Virginia and Eastern

Tenﬂs;see.
'f{); erry was making a sarcastic joke agWerona was located in Galkoun County j/tchigen .
b‘Major General Henry W. Halleck was at this time Commander of the Federal
forces in the West. In July 1862, he became Lincoln's advisor and General-in-
QRF of the Union srmies.

ajor General Nathaniel P BanKs was given command of a 5th Corps around
Harper's Ferry by Lincoln's General War Order No. 2 in March 1862. He was a
former member of Congress and a former governor of MassaChusetts,but he was un=-
%sshpd militarily,

General Iyvine McDowell had been in command of the ill-fated Union armies
in the first battle of Bull Run. By Lincoln's VWar Order No. 2 in larch 1862,

ias given command of one of the L4 corps of the Army of the Potomac.

{fajor General Philip Kearny, who was an excellent combat soldier, was later

killed at Chantilly on September 1, 1862,




/

Lf/'gg/‘;;;‘fillia.m Fox recovered and was discharged from the army on account of dis-
ability on December 6, 1862,
v 55,,» George Y. Hayes (or George Harper) was discharged for disability after being

, \g’uﬁed for the second time at Fair Oaks on May 31, 1862.

g Brigadier General Charles Davis Jameson originally led the 2nd Maine Regi-
ment at the lst Bull Run and protected the retreat to Centreville. Because of
this he was appointed Brigadter General. He was in command at Fair Oaks but
%1 %tcamp fever and returned nome to die on November 6, 1862,

: “P<Brigadier Hiram Gregory Berry (Berry's Brigade) was in command of a brigade
in Kearny's division during the Peninsula campaign. He was later killed at
Chancellorsville on lay 3, 1863,

Z g Brigadier General James Shields commanded one'df the divisions in the

)

Shenandoah Valley. Perry referred to the battle in the Shenandoah Valley in
which Stonewall Jackson defeated Banks'! forces and escaped from the attempts of
Fremont, Banks, and Shieldsto surround and destroy him. This destroyed the
strategic plan in Virginia. ,
al JJeseph Hooker was a division commander in the Penimsula campaign.Ow Je
succeeded General Burnside as Cammander of the Army of the Potomac es :
. He was replaced after the Battle of Chancellorsville by

1 George Gorden Meade on June 28, 1863,
L William Moore was a member of Company C, 20th Regiment, Michigan Infantry.
,«"‘1 5Na’oe(Na.tha.n P.) Parker enlisted in Company I, 20th Regiment s Michigan In-

fantry, on August 8, 1862 as Sergeant., He died of disease at Ealmouth, Virginia
: 62 ™ colonel £Charles P.% Stone - this was in the lst Battle of Bull Run,

el fajor General James Ewell Brown Stuart was a Confederai.e Cavalry commander.

His_yaids behind Union lines made hin famous. He later died of wounds after the
Battle of Yellow Tavern on May 12, 1864.
l Major General Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson played an important part in
?efeai;ing the Union forces under General Pope in the Second Battle of Bull Run,

le was Later killed at ChancellorsWyille on May 10, 1863 after being st acci-
,&t{n lfd y his own men.,

b Generally the men in the Union Army had great corfldence in General McClellan.
He was removed from command on November 5, 1862 in favor of General ambrose E.
Burnside. Perry's complaint proved to be rather prophetic in view of the later
Ba:c&e of Fredericksburg. .

General William Wallace) PBurns commanded the division until after the Battle
of Fredericksburg in December 1862. Then he was appointed €hief €ommissary ofttne
Def:gtment of the Northwest,

¢1 %ok Vanness «si®e enlisted in Company G, Seventeenth Regiment, Michigan Infan-

o f. gbry or August 11, 1862. He was wounded at South Mountain, Maryland on September
o lﬂ! 4“,/0 862, He was mustered out at Delaney House, District of Columbia June 3, 1865,

e referred to General Ambrose E. Burnside who had taken over command of the
Army of the Potomac on November 5, 1862 from General ‘George McClellan. This was
an unpopular move for the soldiers. General BurnsidesCbluhders in the Battle of Fre-
dericksburg in December 1862 caused President Lincoln to replace him with General

/ Joseph Hooker on January 25, 1863,
% '” n - George (H or W) Freeman enlisted in Company C, Second Regi-

ment, Michigan Infantry as a sergeant on May 10, 1861, He rose in rank to an
Acting Assistant Adjubtant General Artillery Brigade, Eleventh Corps until he was
disgxarged at the expiration of his term of service on May 25, 1864.

T+ General John Morgan was a Confederate Cawaleyccomfiatder.rHeolatertreided the
North and got as far as Indiana and Ohio before being captured. He was killed at
, Greensville, Tennessee on September ., 1864.

L /1 ™&General Robert E. Lee was the Confederate €ommander of the Army of Northern

]

Sl T

' e\, Virginia., He is generally considered to have been the ablest commander of ékther

side in the Civil Var,

P



‘-7S’G$Major General Benjamin F, Butler had been the military commander of the
Union forces occupying New Orleans. He was relieved of his command on Dec-
ember 17, 1862. He had strong support from the radical Republicans and was
probably the man whom Southerners hated most because of his administration
in %w Orleans,

T ®general Ulysses Simpson Grant's victory at Vicksburg was an early step

on his journey in becoming commanding @eneral of the Union armies and finally

Pregident of the U.S.A.

7% . 4. /2 7T®Frank C. Porter was a private in Company C, Second Regiment, Michigan

cﬁl‘g. ‘;ﬁinfantry. He recovered from his wound, rejoined his regiment, and was dis-

Wl chaiéed at the expiration of his term of service on July 21, 1864.
9 ®Corporal Albert W. Smith was from Calhoun County. He enlisted in Com~
pany C, SecondRegiment, Michigan Infantry on May 10, 1861, He was a corporal
when he died of wounds received in action at Jackson, Mississippi on July 11,

186

Eid étPerry may have been referring to Corporal Arestine(br Austin)Jones who
was_taken prisoner at Jackson, Mississippi on July 11, 1863,

$! BJefferson Devis—was the President of the Confederate States.

w _Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston was formerly an officer in the
~Yhited States Army in both the Indian Viars and the Mexican War. In 1863 he
héqila_somewhat vague control over the western armies of the Confederacy.

2 Mindrew H., Cleveland was from Convts, Michigan. He was in Company I,
Twentieth Regiment, Michigan Infantry. He was later killed at Spobtsylvania,
\____\[J.:ﬁ.m.a_m May 12, 1864.

84 ™ Brigadier General William Nelson was the Union commander at Louisville when
that city was threatened by General Braxton Bragg. He lost his life when he was
shot by General Jefferson EarDavis at Galt House in Louilsville on September 29,

1862, Davis was arrested asmel mem released without trial *Ite ‘urned to his

A

%%93%'_ division.

eneral Brexton Bragg (35— ) was a Vest Pq%ﬂp graduate who fought in

the Seminole Wars and the Mexican War, In the Civil‘he was a Confederate Gen-

erai’in charge of the Army of Tennessee.

B Henry P. Berden was from Eckford, Michigan. He enlisted in Company A,

/ Eighth Regiment, Michigan Cavalry as a corporal on December 19, 1862. He was
captured at New Mapket, Temnessee on December 25, 1863 but returned to his
regiment on February 20, 1864. He later becvame a SecondLieutenant for the
U.S4 _Colored Troops.
%7 ®™Erwin Z11is enlisted in Company i, Eighth Regiment, Michigan Cavalry as a
Second Lieutenant. He became a Ceptain in 1864 and was discharged after the war
Wa S QVET .
98 ™ Thomas Velsh was commissioned as Brigadier General of volunteers on liarch 13,
1863. He was with the 9th firmy Corps in Kentucky, Tennessee, and }ississippi.

jed of malaria on August 14, 1863.

P it W R P TS s N v il o - o9 !

“General William S. Rosecrans had just been defeated by General Braxtonsgt
Chickamauga on September 19-20, 1863, A gap in his line allowed the Confederates to
pour through and drive him and part of his army back to Chattanooga.

Parson Brownlow (William G.) was a Methodist minister and an Unionist news-
paper editor from Tennessee. He later was governor of Tennessee and thenalU.S.
Sepator,

Orlando B. Villcox was a Brigadier General at this time. He was a Vest Point
gradnate from Detroit, lichigan.

93 General Janmes Longstreet was the Confederate @eneral who was in charge of the
Confederate arm~ in Tennessee at that time. He was a VWest Point graduate who had

served in the Mexican War before Joining the Confederates in 1861.

\




qqqubulon Doty enlisted in Company I, Twentieth Regiment, Michigan Infantry on
. hugust 12, 1862, He was wounded in action three times before being discharged at
Sat&—rlee, Hospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on June 13, 1865.
U,«"‘] He referred to Monroe County, Pennsylvania where his mother's family was lo-
cated
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