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CHAPTER IV 
of 

ARMY REOOLLEC~IONS. 

The winter of 1864~ spent in Camp~' between the Rapidan 

and Rappahannook Bivers, Va. 1s a winter ot pleasant memories. 

and will be remembered while life lasts. It Was a period of re~t~ 

for a few months, from long and weary marohes, loaded ~~ .l~ 

paok mu.les to the limit of one' 8 strength. To reoapitulate. we 
had started out from Alexandr1a. Va. 1n April of 1863, down the 

beautifUl potO~d Chesapeake Bay to Borfol.k. and on to 

Suffolk. Va. ~. invested by Gen. Longstreet, atter a few weeks 
~ 

of fighting, he len :tham to Join Gen. Lee, then we went to York-

town and slow17 made our way up the peninsula towarda Richmond 
q 

aIld were in sight of Riollmond when the Battle of Gettep'burg waa 

fought. !hen we went to Bew York nty~ by the W8;V of ,lSa1t1more, 

Washington. Philadelphia and were th.re 4url11g the New York r1ots, 

then to Oamp oyer on staten leland, 100kins tar out on the Atlantlc~ 

th.n to Tarrytown on the HIldson. where W8 spent a few 'YerJ pleasan't 

••• ks ... · then baCk to staten Island, lea-Ying there Ootober lZ, '6Z for 
-'l.rUAv 

the fl'ont again, and after the Battle of JI1ne Rhter, Va. 1n Bovellbar 

80 ing into Camp at Brand;v Station, '75 miles south wast ot Washington, 

1ll Dece b r ot 1863. Our wanderings during the summer had take 
\ ~ tl.:ii1 VI tv 

~~~ seven 41fferent atatea. and e'Yer,r where we want. ob3eots of 

.' 

interest presented the~8el'Yes and we enj07ed them to the fUll. W. 

asoended to the top of Wawhington NODUment at Balt~ore. we ranged 

through the Capitol at Washington, saw the Llbert7 Bell at Philadelph­

la and the Central Park and other items ot interest at Bew York Clty, 

and to those of us who were 80 fortunate as to return home t we had 



something to think of and remember the rest of our lives. Our duties 

during the winter were just enough tor good exeroise and dlo1p11ne 

so that we had plenty of t 1me to write letters to friends 8t home~ 
-

and for study, and the letters we reoeived in return had a great 

influenoe for good over the 801di8r~ liteS I make some quotat10ns 

fl'om my diary wrl tten at the time. 

"Friday. January 1", l8S4. The 

hours of the old 7ear has oea8ed~ and the splendor of t 

gives promise of a better day. Happy Bew Year, Happy Iew Year is 

resounding on all Sides, and tho' away from home and triends, and 

exposed to hardships and peril. all see.m oontented and even happy. 
?/ 

Our thoughts are with lovel ones at home, and we ter~ntly hope 
/I 

that by anot)ler lew Year we JlaY be with them. 

"Saturday. Jan. 2nd. The weather ohanged last night, and it 

was intensely oold. The wtnd blew hard penetrating every oreTio. of 

our log dwellings. The 8argent oame around before daylight with 
oC 

orders for me to be ready to go on pioket duty, got up, ~e a tire 

and prepared 80me coffee, and made our8e~ves as warm 88 possible. 
~ ~ 

an4 Athree day's ratioDS 1n our kaTersaake SD4 went five miles to the 

baDks of the Rappahanook RiTer." That 1st day of JanU8.l7. 1864 

has been known &8 the "Cold lIlew Years" from that time to the present. 

In nearly all the liorthern States it was intensely OQ.ld~ in M10h sOlie 

40 below zoro~ and in many oase8 people were frozen to death. In one 

oase. a 70ung maD and woman attended a Danoe, as the7 started tor 

home they were talking oh8erfu11y of the in014Jmt Slof the part)'. but 

after a time conversation lagged, and 88 the 70Ullg man fA-iled to get 

aD7 response from hiB oompanion, he obserVed her olosely and to his 

horror he found that she W88 dead by hi8 slde~ literally ohilled to 



. I . ~ 

death. We had a very oold time for the three days we ware on pioket. 

had to arranse a temporary shelter but as there W8,8 plenty of t1mber 

and we had &xes and knew how to use them. we kept good fires and di4 r /.11.,6-2.1.,./ 

Bot seriously satfer and en30yed our oomfortable houses all the ~ 
• 

when we got baok to them. 

~ chum, Ben Batoheler, 81ld myself sent to lIew York and 

procure4 a stook of diaries. writing paper etc. to sell thru' ,~e , 
army and did quite a business for a time, !l!he health of the regi-

ment was usua1l7 good dur1D8 this winter, but among 80 JDaJq lIell there· 

were some aocidents and lIaIly deaths. January 12th we heard the 

band playing a tlmersl maroh and attende4 the servioes. ~he Cha'pl.8.in 

made brief remarks froll the text "In the mi4st of life we are In' 

death" and oompared the shortness of human life to a wave of the aea 
~ '1 

an.aBeD flying trom the bow. 

JaDRsrl 13th we reoeived a large box of good things trom ho ... 

~he7 rem.abered U8 with many necessaries whioh were of greatbeDeflt 

to U8 all winter long. Another :ta.neral toda7, the Chaplain preaohed 

:trom the text. "A man diath and where is he"---One morning. I saw 

a DaB In the Dext Co. oome out ot his tent with his gun,read7 tor 

pioket 8l'ld Go_enced &p&rriD8 with another JI811, his gun look was 

caught on a proJeoting log fro. his tent and was discharged and the 

other was shot thra.· the body. I Saw them oarrying h1m otf to the 

HOspital but dld not learn whether he 11ved or dled. 

January 14th. OUr .or4erly Serst. is siok and I am actlng, detal1'" 

iDB men tor duty, drawing rations from the Q. M. and other 11ke dut1es 

nBS Wheelook. 8. ho,pltal nurse, arrived in Camp to day trom Washing­

ton and spent the most of the winter in our Reg1.lJlent and ill the 

hospital, and 41d a great deal of good by her presenoe there, 



Sa. turday, January 16 th . Got the Co. ou't esr ~ for HO 11 Call t 

made out the morning report, then attended the sick Call, drew 

rations for the Co. in the afternoon. A man died in Co. "B" last 

night. Jan. 17th, Regular Oompany Inspection and of the Quarters, 

airing of blankets, olothiDg and etc. took pllloe. Ja:n:ry 19. !he 

Father of 8 young JI8n who died a few drqs ago oame this morning, .. 4 

tenderly oonTeyed his body home to rest among his kindred and frlen4. 
t· 

Janu817 22. Every mAll in the Company is detailed for duty 'todfty. 
I 

for different purposes, some bRildlng Cor4aro7 Boad, others oh~ppiD8 

wood for the ot:1'lcers. 80 .. sp~itting plank to lI&ke floors tor their; 

tents. J8llUary 24. Some of the _e.bers ot the 6th JUch Ca'Yly. 

cSlle to see us BIld spent the IIOst of the dsy with UR. Janry 29th. 

Up early for Roll Call, the the sick oa11---5 reported sick in our 
q 

Co. Piokets oome in at 2. P.M. Report ha"uS S8n rebel Ca'Ys,117 olt 

the other siae of the RappahADnock laTOr. 40 men are reported tor 

duty. i'ebl"llary 21---~. around tha1L the PaJll8.ster will soon be 
. /~. 

here aDd pay lUI 2 months wage8~ .. will be weloome, .e need a 11"le 

DOne,.' tor poatage stamp.,' anA 80me of the 0078 haTe suoh delioate 

appetite. the7 ha'Ye to aupple.ant their regRlar rations with liberal 

. supplies fro. the Sutler'a stores at exorb1t811t prioes. There are 

plentJ of good healthy ratioDS 811ppli8d tor all it they take the 

trouble to properly prepare them. J'ebruar7 22nd. The Officers of 

the 2nd ArJ1J.'3 Oorps haTe a grand Ball in honor at WashingtoD' 8 birth­

day. Their hall i8 be~tifUlly decorated with the oolors of the 

fttterent regiments ot the 2nd Corps. 

In the latter part of Februar7 , 1864 a grand reTiew of the 

Arrq of the Poto.e.o was held; d878 were spent in preparing all arms 

of the service for the oooasion. It was a sight seen only onoe in 

a life t11le. On a great plain near steTensburg. Va. were &8aemble' 



the infantry, artillery and o8Talry ot the &rJDY. For a time all 

was Beeming disorder and oontusion, marching and counter-marohing, 

but soon the lines were formed and the reTiew began. Great numbers 

of il~uBtrioUB men, Senators and RepreeentatiTes ot the Bation, 

,whose names were as household words in the land, ana among them onel 

---greater and aightier than thea all---Lillooln, ot immortal .emorJ'­

were there to witness the ReYiew. On a slight eminenoe on the right 

of the line, OD horseback, WaS the COJlll8Jlder in Chief, General )Iran". 

aeemins .ore the statue than the J88ll. On hill right was General Reade 

on his left Gen. Hanoook, and 88 the great army---ill Jl8.gni1'icellt 

array paBsed before him, his keen ey. noted all its oapabilities and 

the ooaBioD was marked b;y him a8 the beginning of the end. About 

the srume ti.e our Co.was oalled out, and with other Co's ot the ReS­

iment Jlarohe"'a to a large tield 2 mi18s from Camp, as we passed aJ.oJJg, 

we notioed other regiments going in the Baae direotion, arriYing 

there the Whole toroe was tonaed into 3 aides of a Square. OIl the 

open side, we noticed a lIOund of fresh earth, lIOn4eril.lB what it all 

meant, we 800n heard in the distance the strain. ot a 1'tmeral lIarch, 

an ambulanoe oame in sight, a ooffin WS'B taken b-Ola the 81Ilbulanoe 

and plaoed bl' the side ot the open graTe, a 70UDB man was brought out 

and seated on the ooffin, his 8yeS were bandaged, 8 tirillg part7 of 

12 men stepped out, and he waB shot to death with ~8ketr7' then the 

regiments wars all marohed in file past the sad sight. as a warniDg 

o'f the fate, that oTer-;akes deserters and Bounty 3wIparB. Soll8 2 

weeks after we were brought out again to the s8lle ground and the 

RagimentSwere ~ormed in 2 Ions parallel linea about one rod apart, 

and a yoUl18 man , with one-half his head shaTed down to the scalp 

with a big board on his baok, on which, in large letters, were in"'"' 



soribed "thIef", was ms.rcshed thra.' the l1nea followed b7 1Iwo 

soldiers, w1th fixed ba7onet., and a band playing the Rogue' 8 Maroh. 

He was Buoh a oonfirmed thief, that they caul.' do nothing w1th hill, 

and 80 thet drwImed hi. out of Oamp. Diaoipl.1ne in an al'1l7 _at be 

maintained at any oost. 
rg~ 

JJieut. Erioh of Co. U:S" of 26th II1ch. ID.fantr7 was quite a 

literary oharaoter, and he instituted a course of Leotur8s in t~ 
wiVl~~ • J large DiYision Hall ,pad been fitted up. One of thes8 leoture •. W •• 

Grace Greenwood, well known to a fO%"ller generation. Her "'38S" 
was "the present war". It was w811 reoeiTed 8I1d listened to with 

great interest. It 'Was !If good fortune to &ttend to the Leotare. 

Mlss Wheelook, our army nurse, ADd aa "Graoe GreenwOod" had de.1re4 

to see for henelt how the soldiera liTOd in OlUQ ', the two Ladie. 
q 

dld U8 the honor of a oal1, and thought W8 were TerJ geod houaekeeper s 

Jlarch 25th, 12 men, 1 corporal and one OOllJD1ssione·d offioer __ 

were c aUed tor from our 001 to 487 tor pioket cl\1.tJ 8l'14 88 Lint. 

Smith hsd to go with them, I was lett in oommand of the Oompany". 

Our other Oommissioned Off1oera, being ho •• on reorait1ng .erTioe. 

When ~e tlr8t oa.. here in Deoe.ber It was a heaTil7 wo04e' 880tloD, 

but 80 _oh wo04 has been used tor the pa.rp089a of the armJ', that 

now we haTe to go half a mile out ala. ot Otmlp and cut down &tap. 

to prooure wood to oook our .8a18. I 

~r 
As the tl.e Irew near tor the- Ohlftg Oaapalgn to open greater 

aotlTity preT8iled in the army, not 80 ~oh in drilling the .en. 

tor the ofrtoers knew they were r88d7 at 8n7 time, two 78ars of 

experienoe h&d fitted them to aot well itheir part. when the supr ... 

JaOlIent should arrl T8 t but in seeing that a1'll8 were in order: that 
w 

.en were wall .upplled with mun1tlo~s of war and with olothing, ana 

, , 
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the eager intense interest, not only of our own people, but those 

of other lands were centered on the two great armies whlcn oon­

fronted eaoh other tor mlles. on either side of the Rapldan. 

We had learned in J8lJUary thllt the Government Was desirous of o'Dtain­

ing & supply of Ofticers for Colored troops in prooess of formatlon, 

and two Boards of Examiner s were in se B s i on at ash1ngtoll to Examine 
13ov1.,v1- ~ v 

all applioants. M1 chum, EenJnmln F. ex an awae1f, obtaIned 

a oopy of Oasey' 8 Taotios in use in our army and began a oareful 

study of them. During the winter, when our Co. Offlcers were home 

on fUrlough. we had good opportunities for putting in practioe what' 

we had learned by drilling the men, and on April 25th, we applied 

for and obtained permission to go to Washington for examination, 

our turn dld not oome for two or three days atter we arrived there, 

whloh time we improved to gOod advantage in ha.rd study. and on April 

27th, 1864. I appeared before the Board of whioh Maj. Gen. Casey. 

author ot the Taotios in usa in our ar.my, waB the President, and 

sustained 81J. examination in General History. in Mathematios, and a 

JIOre thorough one in the tactios of our army. We were then thorough­

ly examined 88 to our phys10al oondition by an expert surgeon, as to 

.ur ab1~lt7 to stand the hardships and exposures of a Caapaign. and 

at its olOBe I was informed by the Secretary of the Board that I was 

passed as Oaptain. 
/~' 

as a Lle\ltenant. 

~If 
Somewhat to my astOnishment, mt oomrnde passed 

By this attention to study and praotioe ~ pS7 

was increased from $17.00 a month as Seargent to $165.00 per month 

as Captain. As we had a little leisure to look around atter our 

examination, we noted the anxious intense lntorest of the people of 

Washington in the work of the Army, they a.oted as if they were 



, 
Ju,w..v 

treading on the ru1n of a 'Woloano, wh1ch, at any moment might open 

beneath the1r teet. Th87 looked ott toward the Bouth &8 if th87 

could hear the roar of oannon, 8J1d the oonflict ot oontend1ng a.ra18S 

--- nne\. th y had not long to a i t • We returned to our Oo.aan4 at 

Brandy stat ion, on the Orange and Alexandr1a Ra11road, and were con­

gratulated by the Officers of the Regi.ant •• our suooess. 

The announo8JDent that the &.rBl7 'WaB a·oon to JIOve 'Was reoelTed 
... 

w1th cheerS, they were ready and an,thlng WRS better thaD lnaot1~n, 

and they had faith in the 3ustioe of their cause, in their Ooamander 

and in theDlselves, A ,new Commander had been aPPointed to the andes; 

of the FAst, U. S. Grant, by nSJJle better known aince that tille to 

the people of the oivilised world. than he was then to the people 

of the United states, but we had heard of hiB hard stubborn fighting 
q 

in the West,at Ft. Donaldson, Pittsburg Landing, and Vlokaburgh. and 

we believed he would not fail us. 

On lin), 2nd, 1864, the order oame to break up oaJlp aild the work 

of destruotion oorml8Bced. The log tents or houses whioh had _de •• 

such oomfortable homes during the winter an~ whioh had been prepared 

with 80 mnoh care, were torn down and oonsigned to the flames. The 

thousand and one things gathered around us durillg the winter for our 

oomfort and oonvenienoe were kicked from one end of the oamp to the 

other~-they had no fUrther UBa tor them. Barrels of beet and pork 

and sugar were opened in the Oompany streets and every man' ordered 

to paok six da7 t s rations 1n his haversaok. and what was more 8US­

, goativ8 ot the work before ua, Boxes of ammunition were opened and 

every man uupplied with 60 rounds of oartridges. and theD when all 

was ready. at eleven o'clook of the night of May 3rd, 1864, 'We bate 

goodbye to our Camp of the winter. Companies were formed into 



Regiments, Regiments into Brigades and Divisions, and we started,--­

where do you inquire? !rhousands of them to Ue at the Wilderness 

and spott8ylvania. and Cold Harbor and P~tersbarg;-thou8ands more 

to linger for long wear¥ months in hospitals with wounds whioh would 

.ake their lives ~serable to lite's latest day; other thousands to 

linger in the prieon pene of the South,'" at Belle Isle--Libbl 

Prieon, SaRlebury anA Andersonvl1le. while many others should f~ll 

DaDleless graves, known only to him who ahould IRIlDIlOn them forth at 

the last great day--and yet., friends, I firmly believe that GOuld 

/

1A-1if....-

they have seen the en d the beg1nn1ng,' the great major i ty ot them 

wou1d have gone forward to their duty • .lUst the same. We lIBrohe4 

all night ', and at 4aylight. oame to the Rapidan, at Ely' B )'ord, the 

41TldiDg 11ne between the Union and Contederate foroes. We had 
\.1 

thought Gen. Lee would dispute our passage of the RiTer, but he 4id 

not, praterrlJ18 to seat 11.8 fu.rther on. in the Wilderness. The 

Pontoon bridges were all lald, and the Bights on the opposite side 

ot the rl."er oaaupied b7 our troops and BOon the Rabioon or the 

Rapidan was, passed. Jlan7 had thought that before starting out 011 

the Spring Csmpaiga. we would camp out in tents for a time aBel go 
OLidt 

thru' a disoipline of thorough ~. and with this thought in Tiew 

knapsaoks were paoked to oTertlowtDs. bmt *h •• we came to the Rapi48, 

and saw the Pontoon Bridges laid ready tor a pa8sage. knapsacks were 

hastily unpaoked' and their contents of letters and other household 

tressures soattered on the ground, It was simply impossible to aarr,r 

all the aocuma.latioDs ot the winter. OUr rest here wall short. Gen. 

Grant was DO dress ~arade General. he knew that when hill men were 
t/r1(,S~<-t, 

read,. delays were 'UPknown, and we pushed rapld17 along. It was a 

.,,6ry hot d81, this 4th day ot lIa7. and we sutfered trom the heat aIld 

the marohing, but we were the skirmish regiment of our division 8lld 



JIal'ohed on the :t1anlta of the Army, whioh was 8asier than marohing 

in the ranks. That night we oampe' on the f1eld, where the Battle 

of Chanoellorsv111e had been fought the 78ar before. It Was 8 

beautiful Kay evening. and a8 far && the 87e oould reaoh. oouli be 

seen the oamp fires of the army, and trom around those fires oould 

be heard the sounds ot laughter, and .hout a.n4 BOng. So •• of the 

older men who had families at hom. were gaBing thoughtfUlly in the 
. ~ , 

fires. thinking of the morrow anel what it might bring forth, PlJrhaps 

they eaw there vieions of oontendlng armies, ~d garments rolled in 

blood, but soon the tires burnet low, the laughter and the BOng d1ed ; 

away and ae the tired 80ld1ers wrapped their blankets around them 

and laid down to rest; to many of them it was the last quiet rest of 

earth. 

Attar our morning moal we pushed on towards the Wilderness, 

Those who had started with full knapsaoks began to lighten them ahd 

enough blankets were thrown away in 2 or 3 days to oarpet a road for 

10 miles. Ken r .. llled that stern work was before them, and the7 

beoame more thoughtful as they marohe' along. About 2 o'olook, as 

I remember, of the afternoon of Kay 5th, 1864, we hefird in the dis­

tanoa the roar ot 8 MUsket. quickly followed bl others, and the 

Battle then and there commenoed, oeased not. day or night, until at 

Appamnttox the army of Gen. Lee surrendered to the v1otorious arm: 

of Gen. Grant, and the greatest war of modern times was ended. OUr 

Regiment was quickly ordered to the side of the road, and artillery 
H~ 

and oavalry, and What was ?&r7 suggestive--ambulano8s hurried by. 

The musketry firing inoreased in volume and intensity. and after an 

hour or two our Regiment wae ordered down into the Wilderness, and 

tho' we did not go far enough to take an aot1Te part in the firing 
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or fighting, Jet the tree. aboye our headl were .. itate4 by the 

bullets of the eno.,'. guns. a8 b7 a atrons b •• '.e , about lO.P~ •• 

• e oame out of the thiok woods onto higher ground again. It was 

Ter)? dark, and men with lanterns p14e4 our -'6. We saw 1I8Zl7 .ell 

on ~he ground, white and oold in death, the most of them .... eartns 

the green uniforms of our Shs.rp Shooters'. In the morning ot the 

6th, the 4th Mich. Infantry.with many of whose me.bers we were •. 
J 

aoquainted. maroh.d by ua. and we inquired as to the casualtle. 111 

thei~ Regiment and' le~9d. nth sorrow, that Ilany had fallen. ' oae 

case I especially remember. Jullu.s~ Root WaS one of our nelghborhool 

bOIS, they told us he had b.en shot thru' the arm, and had been .eat 

to the rear. tho' his wound was sevore. they thought it not serious, 

but that .a~ the last that was ever known ot' Julius Root, ftether 11, 

died from 108S of blood, or was caught in the forest fires that were 

raging about that ,time, and burned to death. 'or waS ~Sken prleon8r 

by the enem7, ani perished in 80a. southern pri80n, will perhaps 

never be known. Bls only sister, an orphan, oould not give hi •• p, 

and would not believe that he was dead, and for ~ lODS lear. ohe~­

lshed the hope that he would return to her. As the aea do •• 80t ciTe 

up its dead, 80 war doe8 DOt ,le14 ita viotias, and he aleepa, per­

ha.ps. in 80me quiet Jl8melesB grav., in the southland', bon. 02117 to 
Jfl-fft,. 
kim who notes .ven the sparrow's fall, aDd who will sammon h1a forth 

in that last great 4ay. 

Our Regiment, the 26th M10higbn Infantry. wa.s the akir~.h BeSl­

ment of our DiVision. the First DiVision, of the Seoond A~ Oo~., 

and oommenoiDB with this 6th of, May. we were on the left flank ot the 

a:rmY'~ watohing the eneDl7 and engaged in sklra1shlns with the. fro. 
\ 

time to time. lor da78 we Gould hear ill the distanoe, heaTJ' Toll.,. 
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of musketry and the heavier roar of the cannon. Our losses in kill •• 

and wounded, were :fr.ightfu.l. and that of the enev oorrospondiDglJ' 

,heavy. Many gallent offioers. who were towers of Btrensth to the 

Un10n cause went down to death, among them General Sedgewlok and ward1 
sworth. The latter was a grand old patriot of western Bsw York. 

He ~s immensely wealthy. but oasting aside all oonsiderations of 

wealth, esteoming the cause of hie oountry, as of first 1.port~oe, 

he not only gf'"ve of his means fBeely to the Union causo, but gave 

h1mse1.f to t'!.le, that the Ofl,use of Right might triu:mph. ' 1 

Altll:r.cugh the wa.r I kept a. pooket d:la~ to whioh I oooa81oDal.17 ' 

refer in writing this, and whioh now liea beforo me, some of it was 

written in the onrnp roul on th.., mnroh; or when we halted an hour or 

two to prep~r9 ooffeo, but during thena days, from May 5th to Ma7 

12th inolusive, it was wrItten on the picket line, behin4 breast 

works. while all around us weB heA.rd the heaviest musketrJ' firing 

and oromonfl,djAg, that ever shook thls oontin(!)nt. At this 8tage ot 

t~EJ oontest. 21 months after all.T enlistment t we had beaolle veteralls, 

and aoouatomed to s1r;hts rtnd dangors. whioh had formerly macle us 

shuddor. Wh1le on pioket tI.uty one clay. along a 1)i608 ot woods, we 

had a suspioion thRt a largo ~oroe of the enemy were oonoentratlDI 

beyond the woods, and wo determined to find out,we went through on 

the double quiok, moeting no reSistenoo, and taking them BOllewhat b7 

surprise, we saw a. la.rge open field with rebel Infantry and Oa'9"81:&7, 

and one or two pieces of nrt1llery. We mEl.de a few raFid observat1ou 

in regard to their number. fired R few shots at them to stir them uJ) 

a little, turned in ~atreat, and aRme baok thru' the woods with a 

oelerity that surprised our8elvas~ I find no mention made ot this 

oharge in any of the numerouB histories of the war, and I have 
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recorded 1t that lt might DOt be entirely lost to posterity. 

In the s:ttenaoon of the 8" dar we deploye' a8 ak1rm1aher8. 

aa4 a4nmo8' thft' the wood. for some 41stance to d1scover the 

eD81I1G. liD-. 8ud4en17 a ahot 1. heard on our lett. and 8 terr1ble 

art fro. ODe of our un tel18 that the shot hal taken etfeot. inateaA 

of the l111b beUi8 nt1re17 ahot MrQ'. a epat 'ball ha4 struck hill Oil -
... 

the foot. oa1l8ins tor thG __ nt iJlten.8 :pain. btlt DOt e.,..a b»eak1D8 

the ald.Jl. A brtak oaTalrJ tlSh11 1e 111 proS"" OD OlU" left. we ORa 

hear 418t.1JlOt17 th. oraoltlng of the re"f'OlYer •• _4 oarb1l'le •• _4 the 

ohe.riDs o~ Oft _. w. alwa78 _tea a 8l"ut 'ttter·eoe 1D the 

oheers of our 0_ 114m, 8Il4 the will 74tlla of: the re~e18J the 0 •• 
.!l., cv,,'1 
lolls out hean7 8111 free. &a 1f iMp1"' '7 tbe ~8tl.e o~ thelr 

on88. _, .poke o"f a 4eterll1Jlftt1oB te uphold 1 t; the other was 00.­

straln.a. aa 1~ DO wil11 .. 8"'9'10e 1MS rea4e:re'. 811' th.7 were .... -

what40ll'bttal whetlt.er or Dot; the7 were .. the right. 

0. olle of these 4&1.. I th1Jak .7 '1th~ ·11l ohang1Jls our position 

:f1'OJl the l.tt to the right. we pas •• t Mar the Besl QUarters ot the 

ArIq. A 'bri" aniUeJ7 b.~ 1a ,"SHas" &1; the 1;111.. aDl the 

air "US tille' with the lroa lee4' as the ahells lnlrat all al"Oun4 11. •• 

Mountea Order1le. were hun711'J8 beak aD4 forth with dll1patoh.a. ana 

w1 th the except 10D of 0.. ... all were 8Ot1 T. all' al8J't. fhiB", 

eat at the ~1; .~ • J.uose tree with. 8ip1' 1. hi. JIOUth. It loolt­

a4 a8 1t he IIlpt ha •• 00 •• down ae ]layta 414 in the 0140. t 1 .. to 

••• the I8t1;l •• ,.t no. this ~ 80 0001 eaA .. em1Jlg171UlOonOemG' 

W88 h1zlee1f the C •• ter ani Dtreotor 0"1 all the "'''11ts of the al"Q 

for 1 t was leneral graat. 

SUla4ar "nd.JI8. JIa7 8th-Dawn on \18 again _1; how 011a. the 11011 

Sabbath 4a7. W. are at a plao. oallet Clark' 8 ia'Yern. 1'b. cla7 1. 



"T7 hot Ul4 the roa48 hat" a large foroe of o"salz7 ani 1a1'atl'l 

are 1Ia888' here "847 for aeni.a at a momenta not1oe, W. 1IIpJOY. 
~ 

the t1lla 1n telllq tree8, ani oonatructlns aetn ••• tor &u'l\lmow ao. 

the lIO_t when the _8IQ' will be UPOD llS. 

YAlter 1n the afternoon we hear that a 181"S8 quant1t;r ot proY1s­

iOD. we had been expeot1D6 had arrived. W ... ere re118Y84 b'o. "b' 

plcket 11ne and ret1red to the r881". In 80U 'fIe:6, I th1Jllt, th" .JleJQ 
, 

had learned ot the arrl.,.al ot our stores, a.n4 ptheriq a large hn. 

_de a rash for them. As .. e were on11 aatroq ploket 11ae thq were 

too _oh tor U8, aDd troTe 118 '.ok. bat when th87 Game to our lars­

quent1ty of ~ stor88---hUlldreda of boxes of harcltac.i:~ barr.la of 

beef and pork ani nse,r', the 11ke at whioh the7 had DOt .... tor a 
I 

long ttae, Dl8J17 of them halted ani began to help th_elve. to 010' 
o. 

stor8S, thelr' 8 DOW 'Y right of oonqust an4 poss •• slon. A larce 
torce. howeTer. to110".' 118. ant 1.11 ad41tloD to hes..,. BleutZ"J' 1'1rllC 

they gave ua a terrlble ahelllJl8, the 811" ••••• 1 :ta.ll of the 1re. 

hall fro. the bur8tlns ahells. and oh. what &hastl, 1WOuab the1 0 ..... 

when the)' struok lI8Jl and horses. ~ were k1l1e4 aDd woUJla.ea. 8.Jl4 

what had been &uoh • quiet. poaoefUl Sabbath, in 1t8 beg1DDlag. en4e4 

in fleroe tlghtiDB. and In 'eath to _-7 a braY. 80141er. 

!Mr. WRB bar417 an hour, &17 0:1' night. lurlD8 these 4aJII tJoo. 

*7 5t11 to the 12th. when I was WOlUlde4. when the 8OUJl4 ot flr11l8. 

ataket17 or oannoDR41q Gould not ~e heard in 8~rtl01U1 of the 

tle1da. Of oour08 70U w111 understond, that 'bite" large and.e •• ai.a 

SIld Gontederate, extended ovor miles ot space. Maoh ot the flr1Ja« 

oame from the plcketo. oonfrontlns eaoh other behi.d breast work., 

lDaJl7 times 01117 a fe" rola aD8l"t. but aoDlet1m8a lars- boAl •• of _. 

Br1ga4e8 and DITialol18. oame topther. 8114 wh8D to this tn_n400 



~ 
8eltetrJ t1r1Q. the big heaT, OamlOn Jo1Ae' ill the ohone. with""" 

a.eep baBe -.otoeSthlq made _ala whieh ooull be h8ltrc1 tor mile. aro .. 

011 !aeau, }fa7 10th, T .. l .. ". Grl •• oD of our Oompan1, W8A or' ..... 

to tske a aqllad of .en anI aalte a reoOl'D'1018.a1l0e, John T. OU8 of 

our COJlpall7 was wlth/htm, after lOinS a oon.148mb1. 4i8t8Jloe, 10-

.tollped to get 80me tobRGOO froa 8 barn, where a ·qu8Iltlt7 was .torad, 

whU. he was 401118 this the COJlp8Jl7 had passe' on 8114 'Were O1lt~.f , 
Blght. III following e.fter he <JA1H to a fork 1n the road, and takiItB 

the wrong on., 800n :fb\1Jl1. himself 1n the .. aat ot a Coap&l'Q' of' "bel' 
,. 

8014181'8 and waa tt\bll »rison.r, 8M Wft8 BOOD &ftftrwar48 ant to 

ADdereoll.,i1le , Ga., but what was hi. 10IJ8, 1fR8 117 sain, tor I 1'o\Uld 

him nen I arrtnd there two _nthe later, ant I belieye It 111 ont l re-

17 aue 'to ~8 care tor _ d\12'1l'18 thst terrible exper1enoe 1n a rebel 

prison that I 811 here to wr1t. the.e pages, and to r91lder a .. 1 bate 

of Praiae to ., 1Y1el'14. Jolm If. Olds. I _all speak ot hi. &saiD. 

01l We4fte.,4a7 anemoon Ra)' 11th OlD' :arllad. started o.t on a 

ald.rDd.eh. atter golq eo •• two cle8, .e toUJl4 the •• 8117 anA 6 bri8k 

tlr11l8 oo~noea aD" ooatl •• i-tor llpwar48 of half all hoUr. It w. 
a 8h8rp Itcht while 1 t lRAted. ballet. whl •••• aroua u. lU. be .. 1. 

tnr8rl"Idq tlae. &Il4 With hea"" 10 ... to our COIIP8IlJ'. B11 lINIbo1. left 

Oil the fleld tor '.ad. retaalq the otters of his CO_Rde. to reDO?e 

hill to 9U 11n88. Albert BateR 18 bad17 wounde' in th8 thlsh. Batler 

and lIathawa7 au4 Bennett BeTera17 woundel. Hlnolcl8", 18 atnok with 

a baok shot. Aaron S1ster ehot thra' the bot,. ana .,rtal17 wounde' 

aDd 41ed 1n the eabnlanoe. while being oOnYere« to the Ho8pita1 at 

Pre4J110kebUrg. 

~hl. war the JIlOat s8rlo1l8 1088 our Compan7 ha4 e781' Down, 8114 

It waa With t •• llJlg8 of cleep BOrl'OW that 1M 8aw the' _ba1anoe. bear 



..... our collr84e. to the Ho8pital. realising.too, that 84484 labors 

884 responsibiliti •• reate4 on the sarY1yora. 

w. prepare aU' supper. ena pther arollDA our oamp tires tallttas 

OTer the "".Jlta, an4 Darrow e.oapee of tl:a.. 4a~. It was a sloo,., 

t1 .. , the torepari of tho dlQ' had ben pl.8RaDt. but now the 010ll4. 

_ro g8th.rills .811d there wa. """'r'8 pl'Oapeot of a atOl"ll aear at haIla. 

8114 fI'o. what we 001114 8 •• aroUll4 lt8.the IIOTaunts of lars- Mil •• 
J 

ot troops of IDfant17 and Cavalr7. oOIlTinoet 111) that preparatlo.a 

were 'be1ns made for & great battle 1n the Dear fature 81\4 we ehou14 

800. be 9116868d 1ft 8 more 4&a41y storm than that of the al ... nts. 

aIl4 we hal not 1oJl8 to wait/tor the 8"2lt Battle of SpottaJ'lT8Ilia 

~ oI,en ,\ earlJ' Oil the IIOJ"ZOW. 

!hU8 8D48 the ~th Chapter. 

/r d~,f:!,1;;( 
'2..1 :JS- hu~ru--v CL«.{ 
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