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"They Traveled the 0ld Plank Roads™ May 15, 1958
Family letters in the home of (4-c) Jane S. Hagle
Locien H. Stoddard, Kalamazoo Kalamazoo.

(Copies of originals
Asa Williams Stoddard Family
Tuscola Bounty, éichigan
Centennial Farm
(Cameron Orosby Stoddard)

(Note: The son of A.W.Stoddard had married Jenette Sanford of
Marion, New York, 1866, and about two years later brought her and
littl: son, Willie, to Feirgrove into very new country. His father's
family, above, were living newr Watrousville. The letters are
to Janette's sister, laura Jane (Sunford), lirs. Asa Harding Stodderd,
of Cooper township, Kalemazoo Co., Michigan. rFormerly of Williamson,
~ayne .ounty, New i’ork. JSH)

Aug., 20, 1864, Fairgrove. (To Mrs,Llaura Jane Stodcard)

Your letter in reply to mine w:s received last week, your
previous one the weck beiore. We have s 1little boy a little
over two days old. Mrs, Smalling hes a little girl Just six days
older. But this, deer sister, is not a2ll the news. Crosby
has enlisted into the United States service and is home on fur-
lough only a few desys., Sept. 2nd hils furlough expires, and then
what will become of mp with my poor health and with three helpless
little onss dependent upon me, ior everything. Or of him with
poor heslth, exposed to hardships, danger and death? We all call
t 18 a cruel war, but when it takes ous lovec¢ omes from us, then
it comes right home and we begin to feel that it 18 cruel indeed.
He 1s having to:leave affairs very much unsettledwhich will add
much to my cares. Oats and later crops not harvested, wheat in
the barn unthreshed, and e good deal of stoek to be sold.

But blame him not for enlisting. He did not co it until
driven by the heavy draft that is pending. Other towns in better
circumstunces are buying up our men at a rapld rate so that the
draft is likely to take nearly all that remain. Oné& of about ten
men who have recently enlisted only one beslide Crosby has been
eridited to this town (. airgrove) while others age getting 200 to
300 dollars for enlisting for other towns. Crosby for the sake
of helplng his own town was credited here with the prowmise of
only 100 and now they bes:ly refuse even that and told him to
go where he can do the best. He may be able to get his credit
changed but 1t i3 uncertain. Money 18 a very small thing in
comparison with the risk of life incurred btut to those who leave
dependent families behind, 1t 1s essentisl.

4 do not know what we are to do. I wery nmuch wish Orlando
(Orlando Sanford, Marion, New ‘ork, her brother.Yy-H) would come
ap and take charge of things, if he has frecd himself of the draft
(by hiring a substitute.JSH) But 1 shall not ask him to for
his travelling expenses would be considerable and it would be
lonely and unpleasant for him here. 1 think 4 shell stey here
in the woods with the rest of the women for the winter at least.

(Note: That new baby is now, 1968, #r. Crosby Eugene 3oddard
of Chevy Chase, “aryland, adjoiniug the clily of Washin:ion,shecre
he .ilved r'or many years. He 18 alert and very well informed on
world affairs, like sputniks.JSH) (Cont. next paee. )
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"They Travalled the 01d Plank HRends® May 1b,1958
Femily letters in the homs of (4-e) Jane 3,Hagle
Luzien H. Stoddard,Kal.mezoo, Kal-mazoo,Mich?
Copiles of the originalas, -l

Asa #Williams Stoddard rfemily
Tuscola County, Miochigan
Janet:e to Lsurn Jane) centenniszl Ferm

(Cont.) When the conscripts, the men enlisted for other
places, and the skadoodlers, have zsll left the neighborhood,
I presume thoere will not be ten men in town. I believe the
most of the towns are raising their quota but this 18 one of
the weanest of all meun places, We have becn so unfortunste
as to ot into 1t and must abide by the consequences. If it
were not ror the trouvle send the expense 4 should lik~ to have
lr., Stodcéard (Asa H.stoddard of Kelesmamzoo county)JdsSH) rent
scue swall nouse oif two or three rocms near you ULut the expense
of moving woulcd be consideRable nnd the expense of living there
#1th our wood to luy mnu everything else, would be wuch more
than 1t will be here., And * never could get there slone.

Jaginew 1. the pleoe of rendczvous of the regiment to «hieh
Crosby telongs =nd 1 suppose they will mot go south until after
eleoticn &nd Crosby thinks he oen get a ten days furlough in
the course of s few weeks nnd get things in bet$ter shape than
they are now, I am very tireé¢ and L fesr you ocannot reed what
I huve written. I now faeol more anxious then ever to hava you
ocee up here but I dread the journsy ror you. #from Fentonville
to Flint, by stage, from there to Mt.sorris by rsil, thence
to vassar by stage, whurs Crosby wéll get Foland (hie brother)
to «eet you.

kye Gr@lling and Mr. Striokland huve both enlisted. They
don't exempt anything Rardly that has two legs and two arms.

The baby and + are both doing betier then 1 hed any reason
to expect ror which 1 do feel gratetul. 1 h ve been two days,
writing a few lines at s time. Write very soon to your lonely
sistey. Janette.

Pe8. Carrie (sister of uroswby) 1s here dolng the house=-
work and a widow lady from near Watrousviile ects as nurse
for the baty anc me., You were kind in offering Crosby to money
to furnish =a subatitute hut from we ean learn of the prices of
substitutes now they are beyong our means,

(Note: Siator Jane did go to Fairgrove very soon. iirother
Polend, built a little shaeck in the baok yardé of the family
home nsar satrousville, and Jane helpe to move Yanette and
her threc litile children into it. Poland h:d & terrible hernia
and never served in the army, but he did s trei.endous amount of
work trying to mske up for the men who were in service. And he
was kindneas iteself to Janette, as were the rest of the family.
Crosby served at ons time in Bhe 3tate begli:zleture, anc later as
County Clerk(%), moviug to Caro, whore he died in offioce,l think
in 1876. Janvite lived at #ashington with her daughter Lillian
(Mrs. :llory DuPeul), or with Eugene. J8H)




