THE ANATOMY OF BOLIVIAN BROADCASTING

Thesis for the Degree of M, A.
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Mary R, Jaclkson
1964




THESTS




MSU

LIBRARIES
A S

RETURNING MATERIALS:
Place in book drop to

“remove this checkout from
.your record. FINES will
“be charged if book is

returned after the date
stamped below.




ABSTRACT
THED ARATOHMY OF BOLIVIAN BROADCASTING

by Mary R. Jackson

Broadcastinyg is relatively young in Bolivia. The radio
staticns, which are of a limited number and povwer, have existed
only since the late 1930's., Recently, various educational
proups have berun to use radio as an educational tool. Tele-
visinn is nonexistent,

Information from organizations familiar either with
Bolivia or broadcasting, as well as personal interviews and
library sources, have provided most of the information for this
historical and descriptive study.

In the first part of the thesis, I deal generally with
the history and culture of Bolivia, piviny attention to such
factors as locaticn, types of reople, reneral history, national
governrnent, economy, education and social welfare.

Other sections of the thesis are devoted to an analyti-
cal study and description of commercial and state-controlled
radio, the use of radio as an educational tool, and the future
role of television in Bolivia., A summary of the findings of

the thesis is included,
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INTRODUCTION

Two of the basic functions of the mass mecia are to
keep the public informned, and to provice a supplement for

formal educatinn.1

These functions are important in any societye-
highly developed or underdevelored,

According to standards established by UNIISCO, an econony
is underdeveloped if the averare per capita income is less than
$300.00 per year. The media are considered underdeveloped if
there are less than five radio receivers or two televiaion re-

2

ceivers per 100 persons, UiLSCO claiag there is an 86% corre-

lation between underdeveloprment in seneral (partially determined
by per capita income) and underdevelorment of the media.3
UNESCHY also points out the reciprocal relationship be-
tween the media and the econormve. For exanple, a certain level
of wealth must be reached by a country before it can afford
services less essential than food or shelter., Yet the informa-
tion media can stimulate the capacity to create further wealth

by teaching gkills and raising the level of education in an

effort to improve econonic development.“

1UNESCO, Mass Media in the Developing Countries (Paris
Workshops of UNESCU, 19bl1), pe 15,

2Ibid.’ De 16,
31bide, pe 17.
“Ibid., p. 15,
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In this study of Bolivian broadcasting, the relation-
ship of media development and development level in general has
been considered, Several factors hindering the development of
the country have necessarily influanced the growth of its redia
as well,

First of all, Bolivia's history is one of rule by the
aristocracy.s when the Spanish discovered South America, they
found the advanced civilization of the Incas in the area now
known as Boliviat Pizzaro conquered this area in 1533, After
Bolivia became independent in 1825, a few rich families ruled
the people., #Not until 1952 was there a true social revolution,
Even today 80 percent of the population is not intepgrated into
the national economys a majority of these people are illiterate
and concerned only with basic neccssities of life, Fadio has
not been experimented with nor dewranded by "the people,” as it
hag been in many other countries,

Secondly, peorraphical factors deter transmission, in-
cluding the height of the Andes and the rreat distances between
Indian villages, Ceclogically, mineral deposits in the rmnountains
deflect sipnals, even when powerful transnitters are used.S

Thirdlvy, Bolivia's state of economy, especially since
the revolution, has been chaotic, and econoiric resources are

sadly limited.’

Scharles Arnade, The Tmercance of the Bolivian Renublic
(GCainesville: University of Tlorida Press, 1957)s Pe 10.

Spersonal letter from Florence Thomason, March, 19€4,

Tpersonal interview, Mr, Gaston Canedo, Bolivian ™ission
to the United Nations, February 18, 1964,
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Fourthly, there is a language barrier between the
Indians and the Spaniards (white Bolivians). ™“any Indlans are
not only illiterate in their own lanruages (Quechua and Aymara)
but they do not understand Spanish.s

Chapter I of this thesis is devoted to an analysis of
thesa factors and other aspeats of Polivian culture as they re-
late to broadcastinaz,

Chaptar II is an analytical stucy and description of
the radio medium, including such facets as physical facilities,
governnental regulations, prorramaing policies, advertisin;
procedures, penalties, and goals of various stations,

Chanter III exanines radio as an educational teol. It
is a description of various orpanizations and what they have
done throurh radio to educate the hishland Indian,

In Chapter IV tha absence of television and the possi-
bilities for futura development are explained,

Chapter V contains a sumrary of the thesis,

8 ecture on Bolivia, DPr. Ivan Alten, Urban Planning
Department, Michigan State University, January, 1964,



CHAPTER I

A CULTURAL BACKTROUMD OF ROLIVIA

fiistory

The origin of man on tha Bolivian Plateau has provoked
a rood deal of apeculation, It is thourht that thea ricultural
civilization of South Armerica beran on the Altiplano by men who
migrated froa the Tropical Yunras.l This area became part of
the Incan erpire before the Sranish invasion of South America,
In 1532, the Sopaniards conguered the Incas and shortly after
this, Diero Pe Almarro (an associate of Pizzaro) led an expedi-
ticn throush the territory we now know as Bolivia.z

In the middle 1540's, silver deposits were discovered
in the rountain of Potosi and immediat;ly a settlement was
founded, Other cities were rapidly develorirz., La Paz was
founded in 1588 and Cochabamta (The Villa de Oropeza) was founded
in 1570.3 ERolivia's most rrominent cities were all established
tefore 1700,

During the eighteenth century, community interests and

traditions dbecame strong, A growing spirit of nationalism

1uarold Csborne, Bolivia, A Land Divided (Great
Eritains Broadwater Press Ltd., f@su), Pe U3,

21b1d., p. 50.

3Ibid. 9 Do Sla
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kindled the desire for independence from Spain, The Audiencia
of Charcas, on !lay 25, 13809, issued a decree calliny for freec=
dow of the Americas from Spain. After an unsuccessful revolu-
tion in La Paz led by Pedro Dowminro Yurillo, Bolivia attained
its freedon in the Battle of Aycucho (P2ru), in 1824, This
viectory, won by “ariscal (Marsiall) Antonio Jose de Sucre, was
the last of the batties for independence in South Amorica.“

However, thia was not the last cf Bolivia's problens,
As Charles Arnade writes, "On Saturday, August 6, 1825, Bolivia
beran her 1life as an independent nationi she was at the threshe
hold of a terrible and frightening history."s

Simon Rolivar was the first president of the new republic,
but shortly after he took office he turned over the presidency
to Marshall Sucre, who resained in power only a short time,
Later came an invasion from Feru, led by Andres Santa Crusz.
Santa Cruz proclaimed hirself president of both Bolivia and TPeru
and ruled for 10 years, ie was overthrown in 163§ by external
forces,

The period between 1840 and 1900 was a chaotic time for
Bolivia, Terporary stability was achieved by President Jose
Ballivian in 1341, FHowever, revolutions, international wars,
and assassinations made stability impossible for more than a
few yeaprs at a time,

During the War of the Pacifiec in 1879, Bolivia lost her

%pan American Unfon, Bolivia, 1855, p. 9.

Scharles Arnadae, The Imargence of the Bolivian Republic
(Cainsville: University of rlorida Press, 1357)s Pe Z05e
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Pacific coastline to Chile, becoming landlocked., For twentye
five years, the country had no shipping access to a seaport,
Finally in 1904 Bolivia received a railroad from La Paz to
the Chilean port of Arica, as the result of a treaty nmade throurh
the nerotiations of President Aniceto Arce who served from
1888 to 1892,

The twentieth century has been one of many transitions
for tolivia, President Ismael Montes bepran the exploitation
of many mineral resources, and econonic developuent oceccurred
rapidly. Montes built railroads, improved technical methods
for industry and encouraged scientific training in agriculture,
i@ aleo trisd to reduce illiteracy,

Tre country seemed to bLe moviug ahead peacefully when
the Chace ¥ar hrocke out in 1932, This disrute involved a sece
tion of the Chacon toreal (whick was rich in cattle and timber)
and which was eclaired hy both Balivia and Paraguaye In 1938,
a treaty was sirned ziving Paragnay three-fourths of the dis-
putad land, and bdolivia was sranted port facilities on the
Paraguay River,

This Chaco War made the 1352 Rolivian revolution in-
evitable.s First of all, it conplately disorranized the
econonyj consequently, rebellion arainst the semi-feudal sys=
ten of ownership in the tin mines began to rrow, Secondly, it
discredited the army, The desarters and cowards aa well as
the politicians wno had used the army for personal gain dis-

credited the government in the people's eyes, Thirdly, the

Robert Jeo Alexander, The Bolivian Maticnal Revolution
tiew Jerseyi Rutrer's University Press, 135GJy De 226
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workers and miners baran to see that there were other and
better ways to live. Fourtnly, discontent was sowed among the
intelleventsia, Hew parties with new platforms were organized,
rivine the ecvernvent in pawer much competition,

To help renedy this situati{on, the govewnment of
Colonel Cerman Pusch (1837-1938) tried to bring about various
refcrng, One of thece was to prevent the wealthy tin mine
owrners frox transfarring thair profits to Lurope. A long dis-
pute between Presgidant Busch and the owners of the tin sines
resulted in his suicide,

Finally, {n 1942, violance erunted in the mining camps.
An araad battle at the Fatino umines at Catavi broke out, HMany
miners wera killed and the conflict erew evan deener, It cone
tinued during tha prasidency of “aler “uxlberto Villarroel who
was nurderzd after twe and cae-half years in cffice.

A rreat struyzle for control of the national coverne
ment followed until 1951 when the ifovieniento ilacicnalista
Revolucionaria fained joder and elected Victor Pas istenssoro
as the new president. The arny, however, soon saized control
of this government and set up a military juata which lasted
until April 1952, whan a three-day social revoluticn swert the
country and Paz Fsteasssro was reinstated, This revolution has
bren called the "mozt izportant indigenous revolutionary movee
ment sinca ﬁexico."’

Victor Paz Istansioro, currently presidant cof Bolivia,

served as head of the republic from 1952 to 1956, He was

TRobert J. Alaexander, ““olivia,” U.S. Policy in latin
America. X:(I(V, NO. 1. 1963, 118.
R
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succeeded by Senor iiernan Siles from 1956 to 1960, and was then
re-elected in 1960 and 1964, Under his adainistrations some ree
forms have been achieved, althourh the country is still larcely
dependent upon one product, tin. '‘any of the people are still
unable to read or write and are barely self-sufficient,
Folivia's history records nearly a dozen constitutions,

8 It {s under=-

60 revolts and six presidential assassinaticens,
standable that while many countries have been experirenting with
electronic comriunications media durines the 29th century, Bolivia

has fallen behind becausze of her explosive history,

Revolution

Althourh the Chaco Yar served a3 fuel for the revolue
tion, various other factors are also i~portant: the poverty of
both the country itself and the majority of the peoplej the
division cf one country into two nations (the city peorle and
the rural people)j the fourecenturyeold strurrle over landj
and inequality between the over-exprloited tin market and the
country's other underdeveloped resources, Such factors rade
the country ripe for revclt.g

In 1952, Rnlivia was taken over by revolutionists who
intencdad to incorporate the Indian of the rural areas into the
life of the nation. According to Dr., Ivan Alten in a lecture
on Bolivia, the majority of them had never bousht or sold roods

in the Bolivian markets,

8robert s, Kane, South America A to 7 (Garden Citys
Couble Day and Companv, InCe, 190627, 205e

9A1exander, The Bolivian National Revolution, op. cit.,

Pe 21.
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The revolution involved an armed uprising cf the city
workers of La Paz, the tin miners and the national police force,
The party which led the revolution, and which is still in power
today, was the Movimiento Nacionalista Revolucionario or HiiR.

After the revclution, various acts tcok place. One
of these«-the agrarian reforme~clained that all land was the
property of the tenants, Ko lonrer could the rich landowners
operate their aemi-feud;l systen of orranization. However, by
1963, only one-third of this land had been transferred to the
workers. The slowness of this reforn has been attributed to the
shortare of persons trained to survey, divide and distribute

tha land properly.l0

Cther parts of the agrarian reforn act
gave the right to vote to illiterates, and provided organiza-
tion for peasant unions, militia pgroups and political units.

1n The three

The !liR also nationalized the tin mines.
birgest tin companies, Patino, Aramay and liochschild, were
expropriated in 19523 this has been the most controversial act
of thae iR, The mines have been operating at a loss because
of the padding of mine workers' forces, and hiring and payinrg
many more miners than necessary to do the job. Labor relations
have been acrravated because of the closing of old, unproductive
minesQ

Recently, the Operacion Trianjular (the Bolivian govern-

ment, West Cerman private firms, and the International Bank and

United States Treasury) has tried to improve conditions. The

loAlexander, ©ODe cite, pPe 110,

1l1hid., p. 111,
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Corporacion Minera de Bclivia, has been formed with new canital
and supnposedly has been piven the power to lay off surplus
workers and enforce labor discirpline.

The third act of the MNR has been an attempt to develop
a more diversified eccmomy.12 The petroleum industry has
developed so that Bolivia now produces enourh to meet her own
needs. In 1956, lerislation was passed which enabled forei-~n
firms to invest in Bolivian o0il fields. A%ulf 0il has recently
discovered petroleun in Polivia,

Another important act of the MiNR was to bersin develop-
ment of the eastern part of the country--the so-called Oriente.
Two=thirdas of the land of Kolivia lies fn the Oriente which
is low, tropical and hot, and capable of prowvine a preat variety
of agricultural productss A road from Cochabamba to Santa Cruz
has helped to encourase migration., Colonies of foreifnerses
Japanese, fTkinawans and German Mennonitese-have had considerable
arricultural success, and hizhland Indians are berinning to
move east and farm there,

The political outlook since the revolution has been
one of chanre and controversy, One authority claims that "it
is one of the mnst stable governmentas in the history of
Bolivia,'13 while another says, "It is prosress built on a
shaky foundation, and anything can happen.'lu

One result, however, is impressive, It is the first

1215840, pe 113,
131bido 9 De 114,

lu'A New Success Story in Latin America,” U, S. News
and World Report, June 15, 1964, p. 62,
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tine in history that the leader of Eolivia has not been pressured
by the decisions cf the military leaders, The Army, rather
than beins "cn alert" for a counter-revolution, has been put
to work building roads and other projectss It is working with
the governient in trying to raise the living standard of the
people.

while President Paz Lstenssoro has tried to allow free=
don of speech, some violent opposition parties have forced hinm
to limit the desree of this freedom, Cenerally, these parties
have had the support in the cities while Paz LCstenssoro is
supported in the countryside. One dissident political party,
the Partido Revolucionario Autentico, was forrmed as loyal
orposition in 1969,

The revolutionary rsovern:ent has run into various
econonic difficulties, It has tried to spend beyond its re-
sources and, with the decline in tin producticn, inflation has
resulted, For examnle, in 1952, 200 bolivianocs were worth one
Anerican dollar, In 1956, it took 15,000 bolivianos to equal
a dollar, Durins the last faw years the exchance rate has been
about 12,009 to the dollar.ls Another problem has arisen because
manufacturers have not taken advanta-e of the onnortunity to
expand markets anong the Indians, while at the same time their
previous markets have shrunk, due to stabilization measures,

As the economy has become more diversified, the MR
has turned more to radio as a means of communication, Three

new state-owned-and-operated transmitters are being built this

lsAlexandet‘. ‘?2. c‘-t., Pe 115.
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year, They will be discussed in Chapter II of this thesis,

For the rost part, the revolutionary aims and acts have
only beryun to take effect, yet two noints are iwportant to
remenber, First of all, this revolution of 1952 is the only
indirenous social revolution in South America since the Mexican
revolution of 1911, Secondly, the Indian has finally been given

attention and an attemnpt is beinp made to imnrove his condition.16

Mational GCovernment

The present constitution of Bolivia is its twelfth. It
was adopted in 1938, and amended in 1945 and 1947, The constitu-
tion provides for a republican form of government sirmilar to
that in the United States, divided into lerislative, executive
and judicial branches. 1’

Votines is compulsory, and all married persons over 18
years of are and sinrle persons over 21 years of are have the
rizrht and responsibility to vote,

The president possesses the exacutive power and serves
as the chief executive of the unitarian povernnent for four
years. The rcvernment is deseribed as unitarian because the
states do not have separate reoverning facilities, as in a federal
syater, iIntil this year the prresident was not allowed to run
for reelecticng throurh the influence c¢f President Paz

Istenscsoro, the constituticn was chanyed and Paz Estenssoro

is presently serving his second consecutive term, In case of

lsAlexander, "Rolivia,” U, S, Policy in Latin America,
XXXV, No. 1, 1963, 118,

17

Pan fneriecan Unicn, op. cit., pe 12,
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death or disahility, the vice-president assunes the office of
rresident, A cabinet of twelve rinisters assists the Chief
Executive,

The le~isglativa branch of the "olivian rovernment is
gin{lar to that in the United Statas, Tha Conyreas is made up
of two housesy the Senate and the Chanber of Deputies, The
members cf the Senate are eleated for six vears (three fron
each of 27 districts), One=third of them retire every two
vears, The 120 nenbers of the Chanber are clected every four
years, one=half retirinr every two years.

The judicial branch of the rovern—ent includes the
Surreme Court, the superior district courts and the local courts
of 3ustice, Justices are chosen by a two=thirds vote of Conrsress
and serve for ten years,

Perha;s it is because of the siailar foriszs of joverne
ment that the Rolivian broadcasting re-ulaticons are like those
of the United States'! I'CC, Thesae reculations will be discussed

in the next chanter,

Departments and Cities

There are nine departments (comnarable to our states)

in Bolivia, These departments and their canitols are as

follows:la

181b1d.0, po 15.
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Department Capitol

lLa Paz La Paz
Cochababa Cochabamba
Potosi Potosi
fanta Crusz Santa Cruz
Chunuisaca Sucre
Orura Oruro
Tarija Tarija

Ll Beni Trinidad
Pando Cobija

Each department is divided into several provinces
(counties) which in turn are divided into secticns, here
are also 4,500 Indian communities headed by chiefs which are
recornized by law. They are governed accordinp to tribal pro-
cedures,

La Faz = "Overwhelmed, speechless, stupefied, blinded
by too much light, the traveller arriving for the first tire
in La Paz experiences a sense of awakenine, of coming from the
vast desolate desert, as if out of a nightmare, into the Carden

of Eden.'lg

This description is of the functioning carfitol

of Bolivia, "La Paxz, Our Lady of Peace, La Paz of the peaceful
sky, of the peaceful air, La Paz of Illimani 1lit by the snows."20
The legal capital of Bolivia is Sucre., However, all of the
executive and lezislative offices are located in La Paz, a city
of more than 325,000 people, SCituated more than two and one=
quarter riles above sea level, La Faz is the hirhest capitol in

21

the world and one of Rolivia's hirhest cities, The oxyecen

ngean Manzon, ¥{rurl=Anrel Asturias, and Diez de Medina,
Bolivia, An Und{scovered land (Switzerland: George G, Harran §
Company, Ltdey 130l)g 55,

20

ILidey po 55

2lpan American Union, ope cite, pe 12,
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supply i3 very linited, and it is especially difficult for
tourists to adjust to the atmosphere. Tne Bolivians who are
born in La Paz develon very larre lungs to compensate for the
thin air,

La Faz serves as a meeting place for both the Quechua
and Aynara Indiansi other tribes are also found in the market
places, Tliere are Urus from Lake Poopro, Atacamas from Desa=-
guaders, and the Chanuos.22

Some of the more beautiful and outstandinz buildings
of the city are the Capitol, the Cathedral, the Church of Santo
Domingso and the Diez de Medina Palace,

Sucre - Sucre is located at an altitude of 8,300 feet and is
the official or lepal capitol of Bolivia, althourh the Suprene
Court is the only branch of the yovernment which meets here,
Sucre is the country's cultural center, partially because it is
the location of the University of San Francisco Xavier (an ine
stitution which has been called the cradle of South American
independencc).23

Sucre is situated in the center of an agricultural
region and serves ag a distribution area, It has some small
industries,

Cochabamba = Cochabanba ia the second larrest city in Bolivia,

with a population of about 91,000, It is the capitol of the
department of Cochabamba, Located on the east west transporta-

tion rcute, it is in the richest arricultural region of Bolivia.

22

Manzon, ope cite, pe 58

23p,4n Averican Union, ope cit., re. 13,
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Sone of the products of Cochabariba are wheat and corn
flour, wine and beer, leather and woolen jyoods, preserves, soap,
and earthenware.zn

Spanish colonial architectural Jdesirsn pives many of the
homes in the city of Cochabanba a distinctive arpearance,
Potos{ « Potosi is Bolivia's fourth larrest city, It is cne
of the principal mininr centers, and the town of the farmous
silver hill, Cerro Rico., Potosi is the hicliest city in the
world, more than 13,600 feet above sea level, and it has an
averare tennerature of conly 48 deyrees Farenheit,

The Cerro Rico has produced somre two billion dollars in
silver since it was discovered by the Spranish, but today it
produces nainly tin, tungsten and bisrmuth,23
Oruro « Oruro is one of the best known mininz ecities. Located
north of Lake Pocpo, Oruro is the railroad center of Bolivia,
and is famous for tha "Devil Dancers" who perform during the
pre=Lenten carnival season,

Santa Cruz « Santa Cruz is the capitol of the departrient of

Santa Cruz, It is the larpest city in the tropics, It is the
center of cownerce for trernical products because of railway
connections with Arrentina and Brazil and a hi~hway to Cocha-
banba,.

Tarija, Trinidad, and Ccbija are the other canitol cities, They

are smally, having only those buifldinss necessary for the governe

mental work done there, Their populations are less than

2"I‘Cida’ Fo 13,

stanc, Ope cite, pe 216,
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42,000,

The cities of Bolivia are full of contrast., In any
ona city, the old world and tha naew stand side by side. The
minin~ towns of Cruro and Totosi differ from the cultural
centar cf Sucre, tha Sranish celorizl Cochabaria, and the
nodern capitol of La Paz. This is one reason why a uniform

svstem of cowunications has been difficult to establish,

People
Comparing the wealthy mine owner family, Fatino, and the
typical Indian of the hirhlands, Rcbert S, Kane clains that
the only characteristic which these two groups have in common
ia "that they belong to the sane country."28
With the lowest living standard in Latin America, $61
to $100 a year, the majority of the people live at a subsistence
level, The averare life expectancy is 50 years, Seventy per-
cent of the people live on tha Altiplano and thirty percent
live in the valleys and lowlands.z7
The Bolivian population can be divided into three differe
ent groups. The largest comprises the peasants or the highland
Indians, 7The Indian men are of medium stature, thickset with
a larye trunk and hands and saall feet, Their faces are broad

with prominent cheekbones, and their almonde-shaped eyes supggest

oriental characteristics, The women have even fuller faces and

25Kane, op. cit., p. 216,

27Depavtment of State, Fact Sheet = Ald in Action,
U.S. Tovernment Printine Office, Dece:.ber, 1361, Sa
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their eve folds are more pronounced.28
Eoth the "uechua and the Avrara Indians are basically
arricultural, They know little if anythines about any other
way of life, Most of their houses are gimrle, sinrle-room
structures, aprroximately 12 x 8 feet, with thatched roofs and
one door, A llama pelt (perhars with a sheepskin cover) is the
most conron type cf hed.29
The Indian woman is easily recornized by her constunre,
The Avnara woran wears nultiecclored skirts, %“She sleers,
makes love, sives birth in them, and when you see one of themw
crouching on the streets in some villare, ynu know exactly what

ghe {s doing."ao

A derby hat adds the finishing touch to the
womnan's typlcal costunme,

The fNuechua woran wears only one skirt (long and not
belled), with a mantle (like a man's poncho). Usually she
wears a white straw hat which looks like a stovepine with a
brim,

The Indians constantly chew coca, but they drink "chicha"
made from fermented maize only on cccasion. Their morals are
usually hirh, However, those Indians who have been brourht
into the mines find their traditions are challenged. They do

not know how to react to such a different atmosphere and way

of life, Generally, they lose their pride and their morals

28}ar01d Osborne, Indians of the Andee (Londont Route
ledpe and Kegan Faul Ltde, 15577. 207,

29peter Schnid, Bercars on Golden Stools (liaw York:
Praerer, 1956), 231,

0rhia,
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derenerate.sl
Most of the Indians have no interest in money as such,
but rather rrefer to lrarter; there ig & fair or a market in
every town or villare,
The Indians still are suapicious of the white Bolivians,
The fellowin- conversaticn between an Indian and a covernment
(white Bolivian) investirator illustratas this,3?
Indian? I am so o0ld that T don't remerher my name, Pleage
(with a resture carryinpg somethinn of imnpatience
and sunnplication) do net bother rme, because I don't

remenber anything,

Invest: Ve are not yoine to harm you in any way, what is
the nare of your oldest child?

Indiant I have forrotten his name, toeo,
Invest:y Where i3 your son now? Perhaps we can talk with hin,

Indian: Workiny in the field. A lons way fror here, a very
lone wave T cdon't know exactlv where,

Invests !low many sheep do you have?

Indiant Just 10, They are very thin, Thera is no pasture
here on which to rrave them, VYes, I have hardly any
sheep at all,

Invest: (The herd haprens to be near and a rarid count is
made, The result is 35,) You are not telling us the
truth, Ve have counted them and there are 35. ‘hy
don't you tell us the truth?

Indians You are righte There are 35, just as you say.

This resistance to piving accurate information is a
carryover from the days when the Indians were merely tillers of
the soil for semi-feudal landlords. Prior to the revolution

they learned to underestimate their beloncings in order to keep

8IOsborne, ope cite, Pa 219,

azﬂlen L. Loonard, Polivia, Land, People and Institu-
tions (Washinpton, D.Ce, The Scarecrow rress, 1952), 1b1.
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as nuch as possible for themselves, Today, when they understand
that investirators have no desire to take their property, they
becone more cooperative, and with the passing of the years, the
Job of making surveys of Indian possessicns becouwes easier,

The second inportant rrour of Rolivians are the Cholos,
or MYestizos, These are people of nixed Spanish and Indian
ancestry, The Cholos, althouzh they are looked down upon by
the Spanish “olivians, are allowed to hold somne offices and ac-
quire some rrestise, A story which was told to me by a Boliviane
Anerican woman will better illustrate this relatfonship. A
Spanish Bolivian boy, who was a student in the United States,
was asked to ro to visit another Bolivian student in Michigan.
lie tried in various waye to avoid gainyg, &nd finally adnitted
ke did not want to wmeet the boy because "he was a Cholo."33

The third group of Bclivians who rake up a significant
part of the population are those of predominantly Spanish descent,
They account for apprroximately 15 percent of the population and
hold most of the important commercial end professioral positions,
The lanpuapge cof these people is Spanish. ‘tost menbers of this
group will agmit that they ere not of pure Spanish descent,
hen the conquerors first arrived from Spain they often married
the native lndian women, 1his practice was ended neaarly 420
years avo, and the mixing of Spanish and Indian blood since has
Leen very liuniteds VYet many bBoliviaus, even of the upper class,

have gome Indian ancestry,

33Statenent by Hajory Aseitine, perscnal interview,
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Land and Location

Ho where else in the world does a nation possessing
cities, railwavs and modern industry exist at such a hirh altie
tude,

?olivia is the fifth larsest countrv in Latin Arericae-

about the siza of Texas and California combined.su

The peaks
of the Andes reach as hipyh as 24,000 feet with the lowest
mountains 12 ,000-1%,000 feet above sea level, Laka Titicaca,
locatad between Rolivia and Peru, is 138 1riles long and €9 miles
wide, It has a uaxirum depth of 930 feet and is situated at an
altitude of 12,600 feet, making it the world's hirhest inland
lake, Lake Titicaca's fresh water drains into Lake Pocpo which
has no outlet.35

Yost of Bolivia has great extreres in tenperature be=-
tween day and nirht, Lecause La FPaz is in a sheltered canyon,
it is ncre comfartable, one reason why recrla have insisted on
rakring it the functioning capitol.

A Belivian suthority has estimated that in all of hirh-
land lolivia, there are about 10 million acres cf land suited
to arriculture, Less than cne-half of this land is under cultie
vaticnee-less than a quarter of the land cultivated in a state

like Okio.ss

Tha land of Bolivia is divided into three distinct

M pepartment of State, on, cit., p. 1.

3V1hiA,

387, He wWhitbeck, kconomie Geovra§h¥ of South America

(Hew York: Mcfrew %4ill Rook Coe, INCey 1025), .
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sections: tha Altiplano (hirh plateau), the Valles and Yunras
(valleys and deen slornes) and the LLanos (Arazon-Chaco lowe
lands,)3?

The Altinlano on the Ueru=Chilean border is the site
of the ancient Incan civilization, It is a broad, rclling
rlateau at an avarane ﬁltitude of 12,000 feot, Scoe of the
reaks which surround this area are Illiwsni (21,277 ft.),
Illampu (23,320 ft.) and Sajara (21,492 ft.3.3%  The rountain
ranges which rake vp the Holivian Andes are the "Cordillera
lceidental , western ranre3 the "Corcillera Feal) royal range;
and the "Cordillera Oriental,™ eactern ranre,.

Yunras is an Aymara word which applies to the sexiw
trorical mountain valleys on the eastern slcpes of the Cordillera
Real.39 The Yungras include about one-tenth of the total area
of the country and about cne-third of the population. liere
humidityv is very hi~h, and the climate is subtropnical., The
slopes and valleys are covered with lush vegetation,

These mountain junrles are filled with a variety of
plant life, The tirber includes cedar, mahorany, walnut laurel,
jacaranda, cieba, caucho, cinchona (the source of quinine bark)
and various palms, There are als»n rany medicinal and aromatic
trees and dyewoods, TFruit and veretables ~row evarywhere and
it i3 next to impossible to keep a clearin~ for arricultural
purposes, Feor exarcle, in the highest recicns, rrapes, reaches,

fizs and apples are founa, Below 6,000 feet, there {s an

37pan Arerican Union, Ope Citay Pe 3o

381})]..(’.’ Te 3.

3gﬁsborne, A_Land Divided, cp. cit., pe 19,
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unlinited variety of seuitropical fruits, Oranpes, limes,
rrapefruit, leons, tanverines, six varieties of bananas, pine-
aprles, avocadons, chirimoyas, panayas, pome;ranates, melons,
cantaloupes, quinces, manros, persirmmons, Indian fizs, and
many others with only local names grow wild.“0 Surar cane,
tobacco, cacao, and coffee also rrow readily, but the only
crop which is seriously cultivated is coca. It is thouriht,
however, that with proper irricvation and cultivation methods,
the Yunras could sunrnly the main arricultural requirements of
Bolivia,

The lowlands, called the Oriente, encorpass approxie
mately 70 percent of the land in Bolivia, This is contrary
to the belief that Bolivia is mostly hi-hland, The clirate is
hot, and the amount of rainfall is renerally high,

According to one authority, the Oriente cconsists of
dense tropical forests of the Amazon basin, vast natural rase
ture lands and oren forests, It is underdeveloped, under-
populated and deficient in communication with the rest of the
c:cmntx*y.l‘1 This is thea section of Bolivia in which the rovern-
rnent has tried to encourare nisration and settlement of the
hishland Indians, The soil is fertile and is suitable for
the cultivation of citrus and tropical fruits, coffee, surar
cane, cacao, coca, rice, cotton and rubber, *2

In surmary, Polivia is a landlocked country, bordered

by Chile, Arrentina, Paraguay, Brazil and Peru., Its land

401pide, pe 21.
‘”‘Ibid.. Pe 21.

l‘2}"&1'1 Anrerican Union, ODe cite, Pe Se
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can be divided into three distinct areasy the Altinlano, the
Yuncas and the Oriente, It {s suitable for the arowth of a
great variety of agricultural productse-yet, 50 far, full ade

vantare of the resources has not been taken,

Economz
Since the revolutfion, the tin mines that provide 90

percent of LBolivia's exports have been nationalized, lowever,
under state manacement, payrolls have become featherbeds and
wornout machinery has not been replaced, The mines now lose
an averaje of $8,500,000 a yeax:‘..‘3

The Indians who work in the mines are a significant
threat to Bolivia's economy and peace. }Nost of then carry their
own weapons, despise officials in La Paz, and live "as if there
was no tomorrow."““ They are able to toil underoround for
only four or five years, and their averare life span is 39
years, This is due to various lunr diseases caused by the funes
of the wines,

Althourh the econony has been plarued by inflation and
instability ever since 1952, conditions supposedly have taken
a turn for the better in the past two years, Last year (13963)
Bolivia had the hirhest econoric growth rate in Latin Armericae-
6.5 percente~and since 1961, per capita income has jumned 5.8

percent.“s

“3ure Hemisphere-Bolivia,” Time “acazine, Nov. 1, 1963,

Pe 41,

lm"'mihy the Cutlook Brishtens in Bolivia," The National
Chserver, June 15, 1964, p, 8,

5

Us S. News and ¥orld Report, op. cite, v. 62,
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Foreirn exchanye reserves have advanced froa almost
nothing to 15 million dollars. Indians for the first time
have titles to their own land and are able to buy shoes, put
window glass in their huts, and buy radios and bicvcles,

Althourh the Bolivian econony still is dependent mainly
on tin, some tunrsten, antimony, silver, coprer, zinc and lead
are alss produceds The nmining area of Corocoro is one of the
world's two sources of native coppere-coprer in pure form in-
stead of an ore. A larre iron ore derosit was discovered in
1954 near the Brazilian border in eastern Canta Cruz,

Bolivia has several oil fields in the eastern foothills
of the Andes and it is hoped that their production will evene
tually reach the point where its refineries can operate at full
capacity without using imported crude oil,

Althourh most of the population is employed on the land,
agriculture and stock raising is of secondary importance to
mininr, Livestock includes cattle, sheep, pips, roats, horses,
rules, denkeys, llamas, and alpacas,.

Rubber and ecinchona are Bolivia's principal forest
products. Industry is very linited, There are scme textile
mills, flour mills and breweries as well as a suyrar refinery,

Thus, while the majority of the Bolivian population is
enployed in agriculture, the najority of Bolivian exports are

those of the nines,.

Labor and Social Welfare

Information about labor and social welfare is relatively

new and limited. Therefore, unless noted otherwise, the
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inforrmation in this section is taken from the Pan Amnerican
Unjion publication cited in the biblio~raphy,

Before the revolution, peasants who worked on semie
feudal estates were supposed to work on the enployer's land
certain days of the week, Since the land is now being put in
possession of the tenants, this is not nearly so comnon., The
governaent has passed the Arrarian Referm Prorram of 1953
whereby the peasant must pay for land he receives within 25
years,

The United Nations' Technical Assistance prorram in
Bolivia makes provision for an anpropriation of 59,731,875
bolivianos to help the asricultural workers of the Altiplano,

The mining and railway workers have formed unions which
have becorme quite strong, C(ffice workers now have various
syndicates,

Ceneral Labor Act provides for collective bargaining,
fixes maximun hours of work, minimum pay and overtine ray,.
There is alsoc a Hational Social Insurance Fund and a Belivian
Social Cfecurity Institute,

Bolivia has a prorram in health education, Various
occupational trainin¢ prosrans are also conducted by the governe
mente Thirty percent of the lational Lottery profits go to
private welfare organizationss: Bolivia has 18 orphanages, a
veteran's welfare department, three institutes for the blind
and two rehabilitation centers for blind adults. There is an
active Bolivian Red Cross,

Sone public housing programs have been attemnted but

these are not on nearly a larre enourh scale. Basides sronsorins
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housinr, the pgovernnent provides health centers, maternity
hospitals, seware disposal, slauphterhouse sanitation and

carbare disposal,

Education

Between the ti~e Bolivia gained her independence from
Spain in 1825, and the early 1900's, a limited nurber of schools
were establishel, Only the urner class children were able to
attend the private schools, In the later part of the 1820°'s
a rmissionary rroun from Releriun atte=nted to {mnrove the situa-
tion, but not much of lastins effect was accomnlished,

The situation today is somewhat ivrroved, Kinderyartens
are of two kinds in Belivia. The first level is for children
one to four years and is operated rainly as a nursery for chil-
dren with working nothers. The second level is for children
four to six years of are and is similar to the American kindere
garten,

Llerentary school education is free, and conpulsory for
all children between the ares of seven and thirteen, lHowever,
it is estirated that only about 24% actually attend m:hoe]..l‘6
Equipment and facilities are meaper in the urban schools, and
the rural schools have even lass with which to work, Lackineo
lirht and ventilation, many of the buildinfs are only nud huts
constructed by the Indians. One immediate problem is the ine
ability of most Indian children to speak Spanish, the official

lanruare of the schools,

Because surplies are limited, radio has not been used

“651en E. Leonard, op. cit., ps 161,
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at all as a forral elucatiosnal toel in the citiess In rural
areas some private oryanizations have ber~un to use radio in
their relicicus schioolse Chantar ITI will be dovatad ts an
exariination of the radio schools,

In the secondary scheols, bovs renerally attend cne
gschool and rirls another, 7The hirh scheol coursae takes six
years to complete, Lut after four years a certificate is riven
and tha student is eliriple to enter a vocational or srecial
schools If he comrnletes all six vears, he can then enter a
university."7

There are seven universities in Polivia, The cldest
is the University of Sazn Francisce Xavier, estadlished in 1l€2u,
It has depart-ents of law, political and sccial sciences,
redlcine and econorics, lanruares and arriculture, fine arts
and 1:-.uvsi'.>.%3 Other universities are the Universzity of San
Andres, the University of Cochabanba (Tan Sivon), the University
of Calriel Kene “‘oruno, the lUniversity of Tonmas Frias, and the
University cf !'isae Saracho.

The Rolivian educatinsnal svsten is in need of buildin;s,
noney, suppliesy, teachers and an awareness on the rart of the
ponulation of the need for educations Lookin: toward the
future, the coce of edlucation now states, "Uducation should no

lonser be a renonoly of a sinority, but the richt of all

sclivians.®*? Perhaps radio will have a role in realiziny: t-is
*Trhid., pe 158,
Y8pan n-eriecan Unien, one cite, no 29,
49

Serircio Coonerativo Interacericano de Tiucacion,
rdunescion Paliviana, Vol, VII, o, 3-4, n, 110,
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goal,.

Cormunication and Tranéportation

I had the opportunity of discussiny his countrys probdbe
lens with ¥r, faston Canedo, a mexber of the Polivian missien
to the United atlcons, !lle mentioned that one of the birsest
and recet urrsent problems today is the lack of cormnunications
and transportation in Bolivie, DRecause of pocr transportatien,
many corinodities must be frmorted even thourh other sections of
Eolivia have the sare products availatle, Such a system creates
the unpleasant feeliny that each section of the country is
strupcrling for its own existence, at other sections® expense,

Two international airlines, Praniff and Pan Anerican
Grace Airways, connect La Paz with other South Arerican cities,
A Lolivian National line, Llovd Areo Rolliviano (LAB), serves
the 1larger towns of Bolivia, Thisz afrline flies DC 6's and
3's and has an amazinc record for safety in spite of the rurred
terrain,

In Cetober, 1963, Horth Central Airlines of the United
States was awarded a contract by AID tn provide mana-~erial and
technical assistance to LAB, Ilorth Central was to reorranize
the airline, exnand the flirht schedule, imcrove schedule comple=-
tion, davelop a favorable imaca, establish an effactive accounte

59 Because

ing systen and acquire additional workin: capital,
aviation is so necessary to tha growth of Bolivia, it is honed

that the LAB-ilorth Central project will be successful,

S0wrhe Bolivian Project,™ North Central Airlines Annual
Re O!‘t, 1963' Pe 7.




30

Presently, railrecals are the most {rjortant forwm of
transportation., La Paz i3 connected with the Facific Coast by
three sin-la=track lines which serve only the Altiplano and
hirhland vallevs, In use since 1354 i3 a H22-i:ile railway
from Corurba (borderinz Erazil) to Santa Cruz. Altorether
Bolivia has arrroxi-ately 2,000 riles of railroads.s1

Eolivian hi~hwavs are inadequate. Accordine to the
Director of Hirhwavs, Folivia has 22,370 r~iles of roads, of

S
n52 This comrares to

which abeut €,003 riles are "rain reads,
a total rileare in “reat fSritain of 183,658 miles,

These Eclivian roads are renerally very danyercus.
Alrost every road is daraced by a floed or landslide on occa=-
sicn, and little raintenance work is done, ('hile this is
rartially the fault of the povern-ent, it iz alszo due to phyzi=
cal characteristics of the countrv. The rountains and junrles
make the tagk of raintaininz a rood road syster at the presernt
tire irrossible. The poor transiortation systen has definitely
had an effect on the rrowth of broadcastinr. As Mr. Canedn
told me, the rovernment thinks it is necessary to develop a
safa and efficient transnortation systen before develnning a

5

. 3
radio network,

Surmary of Cultural Backsround

Bolivia is not an easy countrvy to describe., It is

Slpan American Union, op. cit., pe. 33,

Szﬂsbnrne, A Land Nivided, op. cit., pe 43,

—
53Canedo, Enlivian miscion to the UM, in perconal
interview, !'ew York City, February 18, 193Cu,
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characterized by variety, from the peoplas to the land and the
cities,

Tha history has been one of violence, chans and cone-
fusione-especially before the 1952 revnlution. There has ale
ways been a distinct class systen which has subjected the
sajority to the will of the minoritve The present yovernrent,
which desires t» chanre this situation, is rmade up of three
branches similar to the United States Tovernrent.

The cities of Holivia reflect the varied culture, tradi-
tion, and climwate. Class yroups include the Indians, Cholos
and Spanish RBolivians, The Indians don't trust the white rolive
ians and the white Zolivians don't like the Cholos. This makes
it difficult to brinrs about national unity and irprovenent.

The Bolivian economy hinres mainly on ting and the tin
rines are losiny over eipht nrillion dollars annually, Sone
unions have beecn for~ed for the workers' nrotection, but they
hinder rineral pro<duction,

Althourh education is comnulsory, only a s:all percenta-e
of the children actually attend school and then often in inade-
quate, poorly furnished buildinrgs,

Airlines provide the rost efficient transportation, al-
thouyh railways are the most irportant. The hichways are inade=
quate and danyerous,

Bolivia has been rlajued by unstable jovernnents,
political oprportunists, a chactic econony, phyaical barriers,
and divisicns amone the people, For the rost part, ralio has
taen thourht of as a luxury which could not be afforded under

such circurstances,
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lhhowever, the country has experienced a general innrovee
rent in liviars standards, and frowins stability, since the 1952
revelution, Consequently, radio has barun to play a larger
role,
The nresent status of radin will be diascussed next in

this thesis,.



CHAPTER IX

AGALYTICAL STULY s LESCATIITSN Y LOLIVIAG bACALCASTING

Physical Facilities

Accordine to the cfficial list of Bolivian radio statinns
Published by the Director«Ceneral of Padiocowmunications, 67
stations exist at the present time. Tne frequencies of these
stations are betwseen 560 ke/s (Radio Huayna Potosi in #illuni)
and 104 Mec/s (Radio Mendez in La Paz)., Three of the stations
are Fliy one in Cochabamba and two in La Paz,t

Alrmost all stations are lowepower, urban facilities,
Located in clusters, the stations are divided as followss Sucre,
43 La Paz, 273 *illuni, 13 Cruro, 43 Santa Cruz, 73 Cochaba=ba,
83 Potosi, %43 Tarija, 23 Camaryo, 13 Llallasua Sirlo XX 1j
Telerayu, 13 Cobija, 23 Camiri, 23 and Montero, l.2

The government station, Illimani, has licenses for one
20 Kw transmitter and five 10 Kw transmitters, The larcest
nrivate stations have 10 Kw power, and 30 of the 67 stations
have 0.25 Kw power.3 Since a larre nunbher cof Bolivians do nnt

live in the cities, radio is inaccessible to the many of the

1yirecion Ceneral de Radiocommunicacions, Lista Gfficial
d= Tstaciones Bolivianag de Radioiifusion, La Paz, pe l=l,

271pi4.

31bi4.

33
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peonle because the stations are so low-powered,

Tha United States Inforration Service (USIZ) estirates
that there are 1,220,300 radio veceiviﬁv sets in 3Bolivia with
a normal audience of some 2,500,000 people.u ULiiZCO has given
an estirnate of 250,500 receivers, from a survey taken in 1957.S

The USTIS has record of 87 stations operatiny throurlicut
Bolivia and claims that sore of these stations are not in the
official list (see aprpendix) because they are clandestine cor
illeral==operating against the governrent reculations, The
majority are srotted throughout the interisr and are Unionecwned
and ~orerated., In the mining towns thesce stations ray be very
antaronistic to the government,

The equipment is usually the least exrensive, 1In rost
cases, Marconi aerials are used for medium-wave transmission and
dinnle aerials are used for short-wave transmission. These
aerials are set un on the roofs of buildinrs where the stucios
and trans~itters are located,

The studios are moderately constructed. Radio Illinani,
the erovernment-owned and -operated station, consists of a s=all
studio 3 x 2 meters for announcers, a nedium 3tudio 5 x 3 neters,
an auditoriungy 10 x % meters, and a joint control roor for the

three studios. !Most of the private stations are built with

studios and transmitters torether, Some of them have roomns

l‘Per'a:r.anal letter from itiss Barbara Hutchinson, USIA
assistance officer, March, 1964,

SU]H)CO, Statistiocs nn Radio and Television, 1950-13€0
(Paris: orkshops of U.ir5CuU, 1363), pe 52,
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which will seat 5100 persons.s

Bolivian staticns do not have the robile units which are
§0 cchicn in worth arerica., Their recording equinment is
Fenerally poors Sorie is available for 33 1/3 and 78 rpm records,
but it is used very seldow. Record libraries were set un in
1945 and today 2,590 reccrds are available, !'"ost of them are
in satisfactery condition,

The private stations in 1949 had two riachines feor ree
cordinp which could be terporarily leased, <Since then additicnal
facilities have been madeavailalble,

There is no manufacture of radio equiprent in Bolivia,
211 facilities rust be imnorted. Receivers are bourht rainly
from the United States, lnpland, Arrentina, Sweden and fwitzer-
land., KRecords are irnorted from the United States, Arrentina,

Chile, Fnrland and Ururuav,’

rovernment Raculations

Radic is rerulated throurh the "2aerlarento Ceneral de
Servicios Fadioelectrices.” These rerulations, anproved by the
governrent of the Polivian Ferublic cn !cverber 11, 1960, are
known as Decree l05632.8

The executive rower (rresident) has the authority to

enforce the re-ulationa, throurh the Dir»ctoreleneral of Tele=-

comrunications who is presently Arturo Salces Arce, The

®Ibid., pe 14

7Ibid.’ Ne 238,

personal letter from Arturo Salces Arce, Director
Ceneral of Kadiocommunications, La Faz, 8olivia, June, 1964,
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Director-eneral also contrcls all international comrmunications
throurh the departaent "Adninistracion Beliviana."

These revsulations have been published in a 40=napse hooke
let and include rules on every aspect of broeoadcastinr, include
ing the -~rantine of licenses, the assirnment of frequencies,
radio pro-ramnine ponliciaes, technical standards, advertisin~,
rejuirenents for personnel, future television develonrent and
other reneral lepislation,

A1l Bolivian stations, public and private, are subject
to the Ceneral Regsulatiens of Kadioelectric Services, Thece
regulations give power to the state to make vrants, issue and
renew licenses, and revoke licenses, The governrment is also
riven regulatory jurisdiction over installation and operation
of all radio services including transmiesicn, recertion and
network overations.d The state ray preemrnt the use of installa-
tions for various reasons such as public disorder, national de-
fense, emercencier, and lesal or technical transgressions.

In corder for an orranization to receive perrission to
build a station, a written docurment must be presented to the
Director-Cereral of Grants, Licenses, and Ferrits., This docu=
rent should include all the inforration which i3 needed to de-
cide whether or not the aorlication is arproved., It should
state the tyre of station prorosed, the kinds of programs which
will be offered, the sucrested location and equipment needed,

the roals of the station, a declaration of financial ability

gﬁinistry of Coimunications, Peslamento General de
caprvicion Badinelectriconz, (la Paz: 1a Tditorial del |stado,
M), Pe O
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and any other {nfornation the applicant feels will help Lis

cause.lo
Tna direstornelenara]l trandaits +his Iaonrant to the
Anistey of Coapmnic:tions alons with other inforraticne The

finistry in turn decides Lf th2 arnlication i anproved or dig-
anneovel,

A licensa becomas voild iamaditrtely 17 the station does
not be:in construction witihin the tire acrmcd unon, It also be-
rovag veld at tle date of expiration if there i3 anv discreraney
in followins the technical ter~s ~f the nermit, or if the in-
dividual or ecrryeration bhecories bankru“t.ll

Licenses ave not siven to foreicners er to rublic de-
pendents, excent in the casa of an {nternational crranization
trvine to heln kolivia, 7Tn srecial cases, such as scientific
exneri-entation, nrovisienal cor temrerary licenses are rranted,
If new equipment ir to he tested, a provisiecnal license is
grantel, A terporaryv license mav be cranted in the case of
national disaster or ererrencv caused by "an act of od™ guch
as an earthquake cr erideric, Such a license ray also be rrantel
for special activities such as sports contests, or gcientific
events like the launchine of a satellite,

Accordin» to a UNESCH renort, the DirectoreCeneral's

pover is lirited to technical operations.lz iiowever, because

lolbid.. Pe Se

1p4d., 1o 6

IQUSFSCC. world Comrunicatiena: Fresse, Padjo, Television,
Film (etherlandss Porton & CO' hainve 195t4), Pe 180
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the annlication must includa the station's roals and the tyres
of prrorrans offered, and because the povernment canrevoke a
license imradiately, the control is broader than the word
"tecihinical® irrlies,

Fermits are riven to rartnersiaiys, corporaticns or ine-
dividualse o oryvanization is able to dcquire a Lonopoly.la
Urganizations way cwa more than one station, but a concentration
of power i3 not allowed, The Yinistry of Ccnnunicaticna decides
in each case if the a~rlicaticn threatena the non-mononoly
princiyle,

The government divides t#elivian stations into two
rroupse=private and publies The public statiens are all locatedd
in La Paz and are charved with operatine for the state, There
are presently three state stations, and three more are bein-~
builte. Six licenres altorether are lheld by the state,

These stations are known as Radio Illimani, They proe
gramn recorded music and occasionally present live drama, Daily
news is prepared by the S5tate Information Denartment., The Radin
Illirani stations are generally on the air in the rornine fron
8=i0 aesme,y in the afternoon from 12-2 p.itey, and in the eveninr
from % or 6 pe.ie until midni-'ht, Uthen it is economically
feasible, they rav broadcast from 6 a.m. until 12 midnirht,

The private stationse=those not operated by the statee-
are in the rajority and their only source of revenue is advertise
fiive The licenses for tue staticons are valid fer thies years

o A - A~ e v - .~y ] [P 3 -
and gcan b2 rcnewed for the same pericd, Some stations are

13ipiraco, Statistina or Radio and Telavisinn, 1950-1960,
9-1;:. Cito, De 226,
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licenzed fer the raximun of five years.lu
The »rivate stations broadcast arrroxirmately twoe heurs

in the recrniny, tue heurs in the afternocon and five or eix

hours in t he eveninre Yoet of thew have at Jeast cne-half hour

Y .. Nga = -~ [

£ daily dra ge They receive noewe Iinfarration fron the precs

Fie

< i

er freoma tulletin of the Stote Terartoeornt of Inferration,

.
Procranmin:s

the rro rass which are offered on a revular nonthly
basis swust he subritted fcr ajproval to tie Derartrent of Pro-
1rai's &t leact fifteen cays befcre they are scheduled to be
Lroadcaste Once a proyram is arrroved, it cannot ba rodified
unless the ccntent becores inaccurate, or a special event occurs
which pree.pts it,.

The text of each proyrawn must be subritted in duplicate
to the jpovernrent pro,razring derartrent for the district of the
radio station. Iy special authority, the director cf this derart-
rent nay auwend or correct the texte If a prorram is approved,
it is starped with an official seal, and sirneds Any chanres
are rade with red ink written over the coririnal text.

sny subjects which relate to mecdicine, hvgiene, epie-
demics ¢r dialetics require tlie additional approval cf the Hinistry
of Public Health,

For certain tyres of prorrarms, this requirerent is
wvaived, %“n~a examnles arce sports and oreras or cultural rroe
grausy whick have not been previcusly schedulad.

The vrosrarming supervisors of the official derartnent

luIbid. 9 Do 237.



40
are supposed to judre the prosrarg without preiudice, One of
their functinnsg is to encourare artistis liharty and try to
cevelop esthetic crientation in all presentations,

fccordinege to article 14d of Section 1, Chapter 5, recu-
lar prorrans are subject to the followin-~ hroncrtions.ls

"usic2l 4 o o & o 65=75%
ral o o o o o o 25=35%

In defining what i3 meant bv "musical,"” the repulations
state that this caterorvy includes all classical and 1lisht nusic
as wall as pooular and folk musiec, The racords are quite evenly
divided anony bands, orchestras, vocal rroups and snloists, A
10 vaercent mininun is surcested for classical musie and twenty
percent for "light" music. The other seventv parcent is to be
deternined by tha individual station.l6

The rmsic played is to be carefullv clinken, Sones which
are cbscene or vulrar are forbidden, !lo werds of the sonrs can
refer to iinlivian persons or institutions satirically.

Persons often call the statione bv telephone to request
a particular record, ilowever, the voice of the rerson calliny
may not be broadcast over the radios The announcer is free to
rive the nare of the person who wmade the recuest, but he cannot
transnit the actual request,

In actuality, snomewhere between 75«85% of provrams

17

consists of recorded dance musice This is not too different

15:4nistry of Cemsunication, ore citey, . 18,

ler}'{’..
17-.--~~-—‘ - 3 e - (. - -
,‘..'..T".‘..’ "‘_‘."1: \.f“"“d.".{f.'.‘-at!u.".-», OT e Cit.. p. 237.







41
From nany Anarican Al »lio stations.
Proryrani ather than musical niv inslude radio drana,
comnmentaries, alitorials, comiersialy, ihlia notizes aad any
ather ~atoriils conteining idory or cona2rty desi~nad to proe

i2 inforaation and €t smonote aultunal and educrtional srowth,

»

vi
2adic theatre is the most conaou type of oral prosram,
and each theatre presontation is divided into thrae narts. A
surmary of the rlay Is peogented fivest, The audience can then
battee understarsd the astlion of the plav, which i3 the socond
parte The ru3ical conclusion is carefully chosen to innress
the nood of the play upen the ligtenerz., Somne radio theatre
drauas are rerely stavce plays adarted for radio (or even lefrt
unchanred)s Others are written srmecificallvy for radio., Stations
nust pay rovalties to authors holdin~ conyric-hts for plavs or
nucical conmositions which are breadcast,.
Political co :ientaries nust always bLe zranted previous
written approval bwv the Departrnent of Prerramning before they
are broadcact, “ten international topies ianclwiing Bolivia are

dispcussed, naticnal sentinents ere to be rresented positively

and actions of the reovernrent are to be defended.

Advertising

The stateeowned stations ¢f Kadio Illinani are maine
tained both throuch advertising and public funds, Eowever, the
Cinly Sowrce ol ilacoas for ilie private statinons is advertisinv.la

Advertising is classified as "commercial proparanda.”

It includes all announcerents concerning conmerce and industry,

Yrvia., p. 190,
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bankinx, exchanve of professional services, movie and theatre
functions, the buying and selling of roods and services, offers
to rent, and asricultural transactions.l? Each station is
1inited to 109 words of cooarercial coov for each 30 minutes of
prosramtinge The comnercial nressapes are sch~tuled between
muslical and/or oral selecticns,

The aivertisine of neldical products which are not
reristereld with the ¥inistry of Fublic Yealth is forbiddan.
Alzo pronibited is the advertisine of black mazice Acceording
to Article 145 of Chapter S5 c¢f the (General Rerulations of the

dministraticn, it is illepal to anrounca that a specific
client has not »aid his bill,

The governnent ray sunnress or chanre at any time an
advertisenent which it does not think is fit for ralio transe
mission,

Upon request, a Polivian friend gave 1.6 severalexamnrles
cf typical cormercialse They scunded very much like Arerican
commercials eoncerning clothing cr fcod, except that they were

in S:r:-nn'.sh.z'3

Perscanel

s:livia his ro facilities for the mrofessional traininpg
of radio workers, Snme scliocls have heean planned for announcers,
and gzowe institutions hava develecned electrical-techninal

centers where enrincers are able to receive traininy and

9\- . - [3 ~
1 Hinilstiry of Coiuaunicaticnes, on. cit., r. 27,
, 203,0erto Ardaya, foraisn stuleat 25, Cochibanda
2z1ivia, Tune, 1974,
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experience.

The personnel is divided into two cateroriesj the
speakers and the technicians. The first classification includes
any erployee who speaks to the public over a ricrophone,
Generally, announcers specialize in one area. Therefore, the
povernrment has set up the following areas of snecializationg
(1) commercial announcers, (2) narrators, (3) news or informa=-
tion reporters, (4) sportscasters, (5) srorts analysts, and
(6) relirious speakers.21

To be an announcer, the person must be a Bolivian
citizen familiar with the country's culture, lie must speak
Spanish correctly, have good diction, and know the national
idioms. He should also be able to pronounce the names of per-
sons and common words of other languages easily.

Announcers are classified in three ways.22 Those in
the first category xmust have had a minimum of six years'! experi-
ence in radio and have completed the sixeyear high school course
or its equivalent, Those in the second catepgory must have had
at least three years of radio experience and have completed
four years of high school or its equivalent. To be in the
third category the announcer rust show that he has basic announce
ing ability and sufficient preparation by passing a general
examination on broadcasting and the Bolivian culture,

Persons who are able to meet first-class requirements

rmay broadcast at local, rerional, national and international

21yuinistry of Comrunications, Ope citey pe 24,
227hide, pe 25
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levels, Those in the second category are limited to local and
regional work, Those in the third catevory may speak only
throurh local stations,

The second larpge staff proup is the operatcrs, who must
also be Bolivian citizens and have the necessary technical knowledre
to maintain radio equipment., There are two classes of operators,
The first class consists of those who are licensed for five
years of continuous worke In the second class are those who
are licensed for one year of work. The Director-General of
Operators determines how long each license is valid, This is

decided by the derree of skill of the arplicant,

Penalties

If any of the above rules or regulations are disobeyed,
one or more of several measures may be taken by the Department
of the DirectoreGeneral of Telecommunications, The Department
may call attention informally to the infraction. It may also
issue a warning or impose a fine. In some cases the operation
of the station may be suspended from ten to fifteen days. For
the most severe infractions, the license may be revokcd.23 In

all cases, the degree of the severity of the punishment derends

upon the gravity of tha offense,

fioals
According to the Ceneral Rerulations of the government,
the goal of radio is to provide direct transmission of an ine

formation service to the publio.zk Therefore, the ideal of each

231bid., pe 39.
2%1bid., p. 12.
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station is to disserinate culture, art, education, information,
science, sports, and/or entertainment, No program should offend
the rores, pood manners and customs of the community and the
public at large.

The Ministey of Lducation has authority to change the
content of radio programs which it believes would present an
erronecus or distorted imare of Bolivian 1life and culture and
militatearainst the national spirit.

Both cormmercial and none-comrmercial stations are licensed
to operate, but the latter are required to be noneprofit in

character,

Summarz

Fresident Victor Taz Estenssoro wrote in a feoreword to
the Ceneral Rerulations of Radio Communications, "that the ac=-
tivity of radio constitutes a public service of major dirensions,
correlated with the defense of the country, with commercial ac-
tivities, with the industrial arts, morals, culture and eljuca=
tion, and other iuportant aspects of tlZe national life, and
therefore should be subjected to various regulations.'zs

These reyulations have been written in a document,
"Reglarento (General de Servicios Radloelectricos,® which was
accepted by the Bollvian Congre=s in 1960, These rules cover
almost every possible area of bLroadcastinge-even television,
though it does not yet exist,

Present conditions cf the Bolivian econony, and govern=-

ment Instability, work arainst full comprliance with regulations,

251h1d,, pe 3
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Since the regulations are general in nature, confusion in intere
pretation has often resulted, Because the crvernment has the
nower to withdraw 8 grant or licenss imwediately, wany stations
avoid broadcasting anythine controversial and limit programs

to music and drana,

iany people are not able to receive radio prograns,

The costs of receivers are Lhigh and all too often prohibitive,
A8 18 brourht out by UHESCG, "a large scale increase in the
production of low cost receivers is necessary."zs The Bolivian
population should provide a lucrative market for inexpensive
receivers, Many Boliviaﬁs Lhave told me how popular dancing is,
even anong Cholos and Indians, Those people who can afford
transistor radios often attach them to their bicycles for cone
stant use, If receivers cost less, many willing persons cculd
reap the benefits of mass communications,

Secondly, more powerful transmitters and a wideecoverare
area are needed to reach persons living outside cities,

Today equipment is being modernized, but because of
limited ecapital and lack of motivation and interest, the govern-
ment's help is essential if real growth is to be achieved, A
first step has been taken with the acceptance and publication
of the Regulations, The rerulations supply broadcasters with
a goal to strive for in the future.

Programxing consists of both musical and oral content,
and standards for evaluation have been established. Radio

theatre is common and is being transmitted regularly, Sports,

26UN&;SCO, Mass Media in the Daveloping Countries, op.
Cita. Pe 41,
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wusicals, operas, cultural and scientific events are alsoc broad=
cast, Repulations for advertising have been established,

Fersonnel is classified in two groujs; the announcers
and the technicianse These proups are dlvided Into subproups
in terms of education and professional exrerience,

Penalties ranging from the issuance of fines to the
imnediate withdrawal of the license may be imposedeedependiny
on the serjiousness and nature of tha offense.

The purpose of racdio transmission, as provided by law
and regulations, is to serve the public interest. All types of
programming are allowed, with some restriction on those which
would do injury to persons, institutions or values, What serves
the people i{s generally decided by the rovernment arencies which
control radio licenses.

Bolivia is an underdeveloped, rapidly changing nation,
Yhile the radio industry exists in the cities, it by no wmeans
compares in size with that in the United States, Yet with the

governxent's help since 1960, proesress is being wade.






CHAPTER IIX
RADIO AS AN LDUCATIONAL TOOL

As has already lteen pointed out in this thesis, many
Solivians really take no part in the nation's economy, This
is especially true of the hiphland Indians who make their
living throush mining and agriculture, Many of then live in
the Andes mountains and never inurney outside of their home
villapes, Thev speak one of the Indian lanruares, Quechua or
Aynara, or sone other dialect, The Spanish language, the
official lanpuare of Bolivia, {8 unintellipsible to then,

These Indians live with only the basic necessities,
Having been subjected to semi-feudal rule for the past four
centuries, they have learned that the best way to endure life
iz to beewor at least agteestupid, The values of education and
thinking have never been encourageds Until the last few years
the schools have been attended by only the upper-class white
Bolivians,

liowevar, since the 1952 Revolution, stress has been
placed upon bettering the conditions of the Indian, Fkadio as
a means of education and inforrmation has been {ntroduced and,
after initial success, is being increaseds It 1is this function
of radioe-~education of the highland Indiane~that Chapter III

of this thesis examines.

48
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Backsround

Several studies have been made in the past few years
to deternine the effectiveness of radio as an aducational tool

. L ol iy 1Y A ] - . L P Py -~ A3 .
in Latin Annorica. Sorme cf the rosults have Leen stated as

follous.1

OUne of the nost efficient and practical means to bring
knowledvse to the rreatest number of peonle in the
developint areas is throuph radio. heo other media can
reach so many people and overcone the barriers of
illiteracy, distance and gcorranhical obstructions,
Radioy suprlemented by other media, as their channels
and facilities become available, can bring additional
strength to the sustained impact of communicating
knowledre, We need only to be willinz to tackle the
relatively sirple problems which are presently de-
terring the wide use of radio in technical cooperation
prograsse.

One of the problems deterring the efficient use of
radio for education is the lack of trained reopla and the rreat
nurber of people in need of being reached,

Another i{s the debate concerninjy which is the most ine
portant ma2diuneepress, fila, or radio. Az lr, Louis Beltran,
an information specialist and native Bolivian, says, “The most
inportant advantape of radis i3 that it can fulfill its task of
infornainy and educatin the publiec whether listeners are litere

ate or illiterata."z

But as U.ESCH has pointed out, "The
countries which are poor in information media are also those

whare the incident of {llitaracy is greateat.”3

lrlorence Se. Thomason and Roger A, Wolcott, Breaking
the Illiteracy Barrier Throu-h Radio, a Research Paper, ’

p:—,o

21bide, Pe Mo

3Georne Codding, Broadcasting Without Rarriers (Mether-
lands: ¥onton and Co., The Hague, 1353), pPe 4Je
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Bolivia does not use radio as a formal in-school educa-
tional aid. Leither the povernment nor the private stations
are powerful enourh to "reach over the naxt hille"" Therefore,
only special orpanizations, usually forei,n and relipious, have
been lLiroadcastinp to the hirhland Indians.

»y

In an interview with 'r, GCaston Canedo of the Pelivian
Mission to the United lNationa, and in a rersonal letter fronm

one of tha aryknell Fathera, Loth of then questioned the idea
of tha governrent helring to educate the Indian . « o especially
throurh radice Ffurpnsedly, this is Lecauze the government has
been unstable and the econo~y has heen chaotic. Finances have
not been available excent for the rost eszential government
projects, Therefore, the most worthwhile educaticral radio
stations are tlinse which have bLeen establishaed by Catholie re-
ligious nissions., Two of these, operated Ly the Maryknocll
Fathers, are Radio S5an Rafael in Cochabanba, and Radio San Gabriel

in Penas. Another, operated by the Brothers (blate of Mary

Immaculate, 13 LCiisoras Pio XIX at Siele XX, Potosi,

{aryknoll Radio Stations

History

The Maryknell Fathers' literacy propgram, conducted by
educational radioc, was started in 1957 within the area of Penas
(near La Paz) with cne s:a2ll transmitter and only a few radio

rcceivers.s In 1957=58 a twneyear course of {nstruction was

.

"Florence S. Thomason, ope eit., ps 1-B,

SMaryknoll Fathers, Radio Schools in Polivia #1: Brief
History and Ixnlanation of Tystem, rerort 1300, Pe le
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rade available to 18 villages in the Penas arsa, First of all,
peoples® interast and attention had to be e=ptured, Father
Berrard Rvan, who had llved with the Andain Indlans for two
‘yeara, uyas ahbla to pain their confidenca 2nd evplain the prorran
to themn,

The peonrle in this area were the Aymara Indians who
sroke only Aymara (nixed with a few Snanish words), This rade
the prohlem of illiteracvy nore condlex. The objectivas of the
Maryknoll Fathers were to teach the Avmara people to read and
write in Spanish,

Since 1957, the organization CARE has supplied the MMary-
knoll Fathers with 100 transistor radios which were distributed
to the Indian villages throughout the Antiplano.6

The Maryknoll Fathers now operate a one kilowatt transe
nitter on 620 kc/s at Penas, This transmitter is only a short
distance away from Lake Titicaca which makes transmitting condi-
tions excellent for reaching the people of the Altiplano, A
second transmitter is located in Cochabamba which is in the

Quechuae-speaking area,

Orzanization of Schools

Teachers for tha Marykncll schocls are selected by the
authorities of each corrunity who recemrenrd a young person for
the teachiny prcpram, The future teacters are sent to a traine
inz center in Fenas for tesching i{nstructien. Generally these

persons are wmen between the ares of 20 and 20 vho have had

5Maryknoll Fathers, Radio Schoolz: #21 Bolivia, South
Amerlca, report 1361, pe e
PSP
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some primary school and sowe training in reading and writing,
In Penas they receive instruction on the care of radio equip-
ment, the use of charts, blackboards, control of attendance,
grading students and other easentials.7 vhen they have completed
their course they are called "auxiliaries™ or radio professors
and it is their job to listen to the class instructions over
the radio and guide the students during class hours. They also
conduct examinations and hold meetings and discussions with
other auxiliaries, These teachers are volunteers and receive
no salary,

Besides the "auxiliary," the community authorities are
supposed to appoint two older professors who take care of any
unexpected occurrences or enercencies in the classroom, An
older man, respected in the comrunity, watches the behavior of
both the professors and students and calls the students to
class,

The authorities, the professors, and the auxiliaries
must sisn a guarantee for the radio. This i3 to impress upon
them the responsibility they are assuming, 1f the radio is

damared, they must pay for repaira.’“

Classes
The classes are conducted at 7:30 in the morning and
$200 in the afternoon, These hours have been chosen because

it is the most convenient time for the atudent.9 Fach class

7Haryknoll Fathers, #1, op. cit., p. 1.

S bidey po 20

bid,
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contains no more than ten to fifteen students, because it is
much easier to work with a small number, The classes are limited
to adults who have not had an opportunity for education, and to
children 15 or 16 who have been raised in locations where schools
have only recently been established.

Lessons are dictated from the Maryknoll studio at Penas
by a professor who knows both the Aymara and Spanish lanyuages,
Everything in the entire broadcast is said first in Spanish and
repeated in Aymara, Health and agricultural hints prepared by
orcanizations like UNESCO are given throughout the classes.lo

Fach student has his own notebook and pencil and the
professor stands in front of the blackboard with a plece of
chalk, The announcer first tells the class which pare the lesson
is on. As they find it, classical music is played, Then the
announcer describes the picture on the page in both Spanish and
Aymara, and the students follow his deszcription in their books,
Next the announcer reads the sentence written at the bottom of
the picture, word by word, and talks about the letters which
make up that word., As the auxiliary writes the letters on the
blackSoard, the students copy them in their notebooks. The pro-
fessor then checks and corrects any mistakes, After the broad-
cast has been completed, the students draw the figures which
represaent the various words in their notebooks, This helps the=n
to associate words and objects. Each class lasts about an hour.
Spanish language i1s the first course of instruction, The second,

arithmetic, takes a little longer.11

101hid., p. 3.
M1b34., pe 34,
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The Spanish class would sound like thisx12

"Vamos a pronunciar eatas oraciocnes en buena forma y
con todo cuidado.™ (Let's repeat these sentences carefully,)

The voice then continues, "lMaria prepara la comida® (Maria is
retting dinner), The class then repsats this sentence and others
and the teacher interjects conments guch as "“uy bien" for en-
couragement,

The classes are conducted after regular school hours in
schoolrooms, {f one is available, Sometimes a snall room is
provided by the community authorities, A radio receiver, a
blackboard, an alarm clock, the radio school flap and teaching
charts are the only equipment used,

Some schools hold classes outeofedoors if no roonm is
avajilable elsewhere, In such cases only the desk of the teacher
and a transistor radio are neecded,

After the special classes in literacy, the whole com-
munity is invited to listen to music programs. Information of
a cultural and educational nature is broadcast, At this time a
large number of people are reached and instructions are given
on agriculture, health, the nature and danpfers of communism and
"other {mportant and valuable informatlon.'13

Relipion, agriculture, hyriene, history, and geography
classes are available ih the Avymara lanpuare, The courses are

put on tape and may be played back by the teacher.ln

12ugadio San Gabriel,” Maryknoll, July, 1959, p. 9.

lzﬂaryknoll Fathers #2, op. cit., p. 6.

1%wechool of the Airwaves,® Maryknoll, November, 1958,
Pe 50.
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Teachinz Materials

Bacause of the unique combination of language barriers,
illiteracy, and lack of interest, special teaching materials
have had to be develcpred,

Marcelino Ranos, a Bolivian teacher interested in the
problen, develored a textbook and Mario Bejar drew illustrations
to match the written words., The pages wera nultilithed and
stapled into books, Alberto Tardio, a Bolivian visual aids
technician, used a silk gcreen to make larrse wall charts to
supnrlement the textl.ls

The teaching materials prepared by these three men have
been mraised by many educators as ideal for the job to be done,

They have been advertised around the world by a publication

of the International Cooperation Administration, Hultiglier.ls

Interestingly enourh, aside from the radio receiver, the
rost essantial plece of equipment is the alarm clock. This {is
important becaure it is necessary to let the timeless villaces

know that school i3 about to be in sessaion,

Radio San Rafael

The above inforwation also applies to the second station
of the Maryknoll Fathar#. Radio San Rafael (RS5R), which began
broadcasting {n January 1961 under the direction of Father Leo
Sonmer of Massachusetts,

There are some 250,000 Indians living in the Cochabamba

Valley, §5 percent of whom are Quechuas, Therefore, RSR offers

15"Radio San Gabriel ,” oo citey pe 8,

16y)44,
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a daily program in Quechua aimed at teaching Spanish and im-
proving socio~=economic conditions,
In a letter, Father Sommner (after expressing his sur-
nrise at a study being wade on Beclivian breoadcasting) referred
to plans for the expansion of Maryknoll stations, including two

in other parts of Bolivia.l7

Economic Problems

Most of the financial surport for the Maryknoll radio
stations has been supplied by the Maryknoll Fathers. Additional
support has included equipment, educational material and ine
formation from the organizations of USIS, CARE, SCIDE, SAI, and
URLCSCOs These scurces and perssnal contrihbutions pay all current
expenses, but they are fnadequate.

It 1s expensive to keep the two schools operating,
Fadio San Cabriel on the Altiplano requires approximately
$10,000,00 a year for operating expenses (including salaries,
fuel, repairs, training, etc.)s There is an equipment invest-
rent of $55,000,00 for this Altiplano School.13 Thus a total
budget of $65,000,00 has been estimated for the San Gabriel
station,

The budset for the Cochabamba station includes $83,500,00
for equipment and 3106,000,00 a year for operating expenses.
Therefore, the costs for the two stations total 6159,000.00.19

The Maryknoll Fathers are looking for contributions in order to

l7Peraona1 letter, Father Leo Sommer, Founder Radio San
Rafael, March 1964,

lanaryknoll Fathers #2, on, cit., n. 8,

anbe  ensee
1l

91bids, pe 9.
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continue and expand operations.

Regults

"Radio San Gabriel now has a grin on the Aymara Altiplano
area, The Maryknoll radio is movine into Cochadbamba to capture
the Quechua re~ions, They are suffering frcm a sreat dearth of
material, and bez us to help them with useful programs of any
sort.'zo

Yaryknoll teachers state that manv persons in the area
of Penas can now read and writs Sr-anish as a result of the Marye
knoll prosrams,

Father Ryan, the founder of the schools, says ha has
had several gisns that the broadcasts are making an impact, For
exanple, when a delegation came to Las Penas, they complained
that the lessons wers being repeated, and children have been
caupht trying to "sneak in" to the adult elanses.21 ®"When 500
people change their routine and work either earlier or later in
order to attend classes, we can forpet ahout the di{fficulties
that eonfront us, To hear the once cold, alcof Avmaras chat in
Spanish, and joke about tha lessons, makes this work a pleasure,”

says Father Ryan.zz

23 radio is one of the few ways to

Bacause of pocor roads,
conrunicate with many places in the Andesj it can make prorress

in education and integration of the Indians.

20rjorence S. Thomason, ©p. cit., p. 23,
21lwgadin San Gabriel,® opr. cit., n. 8.
22s5chnol of the Airusves,® on. cit., p. 50,

23Persona1 letter from Alberto Ciuzada, May, 1964,
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Other Stations

Another religious group whieh broadcasts educational
material is the Brothers of the congregation, Oblate of Mary
Imnaculate. This group broadcasts to the miners in the com-
munist stronghold of Sigle XX fn the department of Potosi. Their
station is called "Radio de la Familia Boliviana®" or Radioc of
the Bolivian Family,

The Brothers begin their classes by teaching the A.B,C.'s,
They use books called "cartillas” which are similar to American
firet grade roadoro.z'

Each mining center is divided into "campamentos® of about
3,000 persons each, with a leader or teacher in esach campamento.
The leader gathers his people into a home or room at a given
hour and they "attend” class via transistor radio. The classes
are very similar to those of the Maryknoll Fathers.

The governaent does a small amount of broadcasting in
the Quechua and Aymara languages. The foremost ssries of radio
news produced by the government stations offers three lS-minute
news commentaries each week in both languages. Cronica Quechua
is broadcast by sixteen stations throughout the country and
Cronica Aymara is broadcast by about seven .tutioas.zs

Some of the private stations broadcast eduwcational pro-
grans in physical edusation and English, but these do mot reach

the highland Indians.

.

zurcrtonal letter from Brother Leoc Le Butte, July, 196%,

25personal letter from Barbara Hutchison, USIS i{nforma-
tion officer, March, 1964,
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The World Radio Missionary Fellowship (WRMF), known
as HCJB, broadcasts into the Andes Mountains from Fquador, but
only in Spanish. These programs are almost entirely cultural
and roligloul.’s The HCJB workers estimate a very small audi-
ence in the Bolivian Andes.

Radio Loyola in Sucre programs xainly for the working
class of that city and a very little to the Indians,

Two stations are being planned in the Oriente at this
time-~one in the Vallegrande and the other in the northern part
of Santa Cru:.27

Sunnn;z

Radio is onue of the most efficient means of reaching
the highland Indians, bescause of the lack of transportation
facilities, However, the governmant has not had the time or
money to develop radio as a wmeans of educationi the task has
been left to private organizations.

The Maryknoll Fathers have established two educational
radio stationsg Radio San Gabriel at Penas and Radio San Rafael
at Cochabaaba,

The Brothers Oblate of Mary Immaculate broadocast to
the winers nespr Potosi.

Radio Loyola's prograuming is directed to the working
class in Sucre, and two new stations are planned for the

Oriente«ethe castern part of Bolivia which the government {s

28peraonal letter from Mr., Lacnard Booker, nglish
Language Department, HCJB, April, 196h,

27Gni:ada.‘gg, citey Pe 1.
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trying to develop and settle.
Finances, lack of.equipnent and language barriers have
hindered radio educatiecn ever since its berinnirg, but the
succesaful service of a few stations jllustrates the possibility

oy N - E W e - -
far Tutuve davalanuant,
!



CHAPTER IV
TELEVISION

At the present time there are no television stations
in Bolivia. Howaever, in May, 1961, the government authorised
the Television 3oliviana (Televibol), a eoapany licensed to in-
stall and operate astationa in La Pazx, Televibol is also authore
ized to move into other sections of the country and to sell and
service equipment once tslevision is eatabliahed.1

The rearons for the abeance of television sre basically
thoss which have linited radio. Morey i3 not availadble, nor is
trainod parsonnel or adequate equirment, The lantuage barrier
batwean tha Yndians and Spaniards hinders any national com=
munfcations, Many people could not afford a receiver aeaven if
prograns wepre avallable., Physical barriers hinder trans~iasion,
In the aear future, hovevar, these preiblems may be overcome and

talavision broadcasting may begin in Polivia,

7n the Raclawnsnta Cenepral rreovisions wsra frncluded to

rarulate the devclonwunt of telévision. The regulations define
television xs the highest dezree of mass conmunications, and

state that {t should provide informative, cultural, educational,

1UNESCO. World Ccmnunicationat Press, Radio, T Television,

Tila (Fatherlandsi Nonrvy & COesg 130%)e Pe 40Ve
SNSRI
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artistic and recreational material.?

Foreisn and Belivian orranizations may both own tele-
vision stations as long as they abide by Bolivian laws and
repulations, and if both the stations and transmitters are
located in Bolivia, !llowever, a few basic rules are to be ob=
served,

First of all, no monoponlies are allowed in ownership,
importing, distribution or the selling of equipment, This rule
does not mean that an organization can own cnly one station or
business, However, it grants the government the authority to
interfere with ownership practices if it has reason to think
unfair control in any market has been gained,

Secondly, the stations (channels) are licensed for ten
years with licenses renewable for five years.

Thirdly, there are to be no restrictions on any make,
model or type of receiving equipment,

Fourthly, the programs are to be approved, before they
are broadcast, by the National Council of Art., This i{s to
assure that they do not offend the morals or culture of the
public.3

The Bolivian government reserves the right to occupy
one~fifth of all program time of the stations for the purpose
of public education. While it {8 hoped that private orpaniza=-

tions will develop educational programs, the state has claimed

Zyunisterio de Conmunicacions, Reglamento General de
Servieios Radloelectricos, (La Pax:t Editorial del Lstado, 1962),

Pe !’l

3Ibi’j. ') P. 280



this authority for itself as
television for entertainment
the state without payment,
Even though there is
present tire, the government

its development when it does

63
a precaution against the use of

only, This time is available to

no television in Bolivia at the
has adopted resulations to guide

appear,



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY

The close relationship between development of the
redia and general econcwmic and social development

may be demonstrated statistically, A study initiated
by UKLSCO as part of a survey shows that in all of
the underdeveloped countries of Africa, Asia and

Latin America, developrent of the media correlated
very highly with other factors in the national growth,
such as average per capita income, and level of
literacy, urbanization and industrialization.l

The first chapter of this thesis has shown that Bolivia

is economically and socially underdeveloped at the present tine,

For example, since the 1952 revolution, the value of

the monetary unit of Bolivia, the boliviano, has greatly de~

creased. V¥hile at one time 200 bolivianos equaled an American

dollar, the present exchange rate is 12,000 bolivianos to the

Amarican dollar., The income of many persons has not increased

accordinglys thus, Bolivia has the lowest per capita income in

South America, Products which are the slightest bit luxurious

cannot be afforded.

There are physical and geographical barriers in Bolivia

vhich have prevented the growth of national unity and the strony

desire for improvement of conditions. Poor highway facilities

greatly limit the transportation of domestic products from one

1Umt.‘:co, Hams i‘edfa in the Develoning Countries (Paris:

Workshops of UNESTU, 1961), DPe 35,
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part of the country to another., The mountainous terrain and
frequency of landslides make the upkeep of roads prohibitively
expensive, Before the 1952 revolution, the government had
little interest in providing transportation to the mountainous
Indian communities. Only a few cities were considered essential
to the national economy, and only the wmost necessary highways
were constructed,

3olivia has bLeen thwarted by political iastability.

As pointed cut earlier in this thesis, sixty revolts and six
presidential assassinations have severely linited the effective-
ness of the national government, HMany of the presidents have
been opportunists who sourht power and turned to conservatism

in order to keep the backing of the rich, semi-feudal land
owners who controlled the econony,

The people of Bolivia have been divided into various
groups on the basis of race, Resulting inequality of rights and
privileges has gradually weakened the spirit of the once pro-
gressive Incan Indian to that of the sudbmissive Aymara Indian,
of the twentieth century. During the Spanish cclonial era, the
Aymara weres forced to work in the mines, It has been estimated
that eight million nativea died at this time.? They rebelled
repeatedly, with little success, and finally submitted to their
subordinate position, At the present tine they are widely
addicted to the chewing of coca, from which the narcotic cocaine
is made, While coca helns the Aymaras to forret the circume

stances in whieh they live, "it presents emotional dullness or

2victor Barnouw, Culture and Personality (Illinois: The
Dorsey Press, Inc., 1263), pe 1Ge
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apathy, indifference, lack of will power or low capacity for

nd Bringing about mctivation for economic and

attention,
social development of these people is one of the preatest probe
lens facing the Yolivian government today,

The Aymara ITndians as well 2z tha Qucchua Indians do
not speak the Spanish lanpuace but rather communicate in their
native vernacular, The problem of illiteracy, therefore, is
complicated by the fact that the majority of Bolivians do not
even speak, ruch less read or write, the official lancuace of
the country,

The hish derree of inflation, reozraphical and nhysical
barriers, political instability, division of the peorle by race,
and i{lliteracy, are some of the causes of the prasent econonic
and social underdevelopment in Bolivia, Fducaticn is one means
of overcoming these problems, “but when one is attempting to
accomplish in a matter of years a tasgk which it has taken cen-
turies to complete in tha advanced countries, the traditional
means of education alone prove 1nadequate.'~ It is in the under-
developed countries that the speed anl efficiency of the mass
media can contribute a great deal,

The mass media can create the desire to raisa the living
standards by "enlisting human factors, such as imnroved skills
and better education, more directly in efforts for economic

afid and social expansion.'s It ean help to win publie support

I1bid., pe 1S.
~UNESCO. -O_R. cito. Pe 15.
SIbid., p. 35.
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and participation which in turn facilitatea planning by the
government and other apencies, thus playing a key role in in-
duutrialization.6 |

By the advertising of various goods and services, the
naedia are able to bring attention to a variety of products and
ideas not otherwise known.

The rupred terrain which rrevents communication between
villazes and cities wmay be ovarcome by radio, While landslides
make hirhways iwpractiecal, dangerous, and oxpensive in many
cases, they do not hindar radio.

Radio ean reach a areat numher of people for a small
fnvestnent in a receiver, This is inportant in the case of
educations ¥hile a teacher might be able to hold classes in one
or two communities, he can reach amany more persons by means of
radio. When educational prograss are broadcast from the cities,
there is an added advantage of having the required facilities
and equipment naarby,

Radio and television can serve as an industry which em-
ploys persons in all parts of the country, creating jobs and
teaching skills., It can help raise the induetrial status of
the country to a snall extent,

Yet, broadcasting in any underdeveloped country finds
itself faced by numerous probleus,

First of all, there {8 a great lack of accurate data
which may bLa usad as backpround for redia develorment. TIxcert

for a few governmental and United Nations studies, the problen

-

sIbid. 9 Do 35.
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has been iyrnored, In Bolivia, for example, soineone wishing
to develop a prorramming policy has to start at the beginnine
and "fael his way."™ There is no record of anyone else's nise
takes thrcu,h which lie niphit learn,

Cecondly, the hish coust of equiprent and raterials,
and the inadeguacy cof what is availa%le, hinder nost experi=
nerntation or idealistic nlanniny;, Those radio progrars of
dance nusic and drama which appeal to the mass audience, and
which will sell the advertizers' products, are the only type
which can be afforded at the praeasent tine, Ho breadcasting
ejuinment 13 marufsctured in folivia, This resulte in tariffs
and other fiszcal barriers of irportation and expense,

Arothier rrablen which DBelivia faces in developing the
media is trat of lanjuae. 'Yhile the radority of Polivians do
not speak Gpanish, the najority of the redio prerrams are pree
sented in Sponish, Those persong who are fornulating policies
arnd writine pro:srama do not speak the Indian tongues, and so
far the povernirent has not realized the importance of fvmara
and Quechua lanpuare projgrarse This ray be because lack of funds
prevents the develorrment of radio services in more than one
lan~uayre,

i'!hile the rountaine do not present as many prctlens to
radio comrunication az they cdo to the construction of hizhways,
they are a hinérance. “ineral derosits which are spread
throu;yhout the /Andes Interfere with transnission and deflect
radio si~nals. While this ray be overcome, it takes skill and
determination to do so, The moist tropical clirate and heavy

veretation 1linit the power of the transmitters,
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Lepislation which has been developed and approved by
the Bolivian povernment has somewhat stifled the {nitiative of
individual broadcasters, Because the governnent has the power
to withdraw a license immediately, many broadcasters hesitate
to pragram anvthine controversial or questionable., There are
also citizenship and technical requirements whieh linmit the
number of skilled parsonnel tn a selert faow,

One of the rreatest probleas is the lack of capitali
for investment, In mo3t underdeveloned countries, UNXESCH has
found that less than one percent of ruhblie develcornent expendie
ture is devoted to broadcasti.ng.7 This is baraely enough to maine
tain existing facilities, let alone build additional ones, Be=
fore any advancement can be made in radio and/or television,
some funds must be made available, At the present time, private
organizations are bearing almost tha entire burden of mass
communications, and they are not strong enourh to handle this
responsibility alone,

In a study on mass media in tlhe underdeveloped countries,
UNESCO made various recounendations, Some of these are appli-
cable to Bolivia.

7he government of Bolivia might consider fornulating a
national progras for broadcasting as a part of fts program for
sconomic developments Since tha revolution, the gnvernment
has developed policies concernint the crowth of {ndustry, arrie-
cuiture, consiruction, transportation, educetion, and literacy,

but broadcasting has not besan included. In order to develop

Trbid,
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such a policy, an inventory of the existing facilities would
be needed, On the bazis of this inventory, plans for media
develcpnent could be cocordinated with general economic plans,
ard seala eould be established,

Hatimmal conrittees could be formulated to assist in
devaloping and earrving cut plans foar broadecastinpg. These
cormittees would include experts in various aspects of Bolivian
develonmant such as tranaportation, education, inforcation and
the econonv,

National training programs could be established, These
could be eithar formzl instituticns or a practical arreement
with annther country, TFor exarnle, the Cerman radio stations
sand technicians to various African ccuntries which {n turn
send traineas to fermany,

Medfa research eould be encouraged; very little is be-
ing done {n Polivia with ft. Tn & study of various South
Arerican countries including Relivia, it was found that there
is a shortara of people with academie training in the social
rselences, &5 well as a shortare of physical facilities, which
101t research in the social sciencen and the mass media.a

Professional socicties misht dbe entablished whieh could
help detarniine nrofesrional standards, promote the free flow
of {nformation and advise indivilualn and orj;;anizations who

are in the field of broadcastinge.

arrcgrama Interacericano de Informacion Popular, A
Studv of the lunan and Institutional Resnurces in the SocTal
Sclences and COMAUNLCA-1ONS ~esearch i relected Countrles 1n

Latln fmerica (Costa Ricai PYIP, IS501), p. %5
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In dealing specifically with the radio medium, UILICH
sugrests turning teo T radio to {rprove transrission and elire
inate the tropical difficulties.g

A larre-acala lncresse in lowecost receivers, encouracee
ment in the dorestic procduction cf equiprent, and bilateral
arreements between countries would alse be beneficial to ielivia,

Core syecifiec WESCO recormendations misbt also be applied
to Bolivian television es it cdevelers, First of e)l, televisicon
should not be introcduced until the countrvy is econorically and
technically ready for it, Cecondly, hish priority shculd be
piven to educaticnal television from the ntart.lo

Yith the accertance and publicatinn of the General Recue
lations for broadcasting in Polivia, a strenr foundaticn has
been lajd for the future,

Tf the reccumendaticns cited abeove are carefully cone
gideraed, they should provide direction for develconment of the
rass redia,

Hopefully, then, the governmnant will use the power it
has claizel for itself with care so that iwmarination and diversity
will be encourarged, The broadcasters should ressond by rewembere
ing thair responsibility to peonles of all languapes and in all
parts of the countrv, as they plan stations and propranning,

The peopla, in turn, shculd take an int2reat in all types of
programindeenot only dance nmusice=and realize the unique ad-

vantasag valdie and 22lavisicn ean offayr thew, {n egpite of the

dunEsco, on. eft., n. 81,

1vhid., pe B3,
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physical barriers of their countrye.

A solid framework has baen devalored 23 the basis for
radio and television in 2nlivia, TIf the rovernmant, the broad=
Ca5telby ana the neople make pood use of the nresent broade
casting faclisities and wolh witlh Jedicationn and ingeaaity for
the future, they should sone day see a far-raachin; network of
cosvuunications able to play a larse rele in uniting this

country,
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Exanple of
SPANISH FORM LETTER

145 Haslett Street
Apartment %1
East Lansing, Michigan

Nane
Address

Country
De mi mayor consideracion:

Talvez usted podria ser valuable ayuda en recolectar informacion
quae requiero para mi thesis de Masters Degree en Michizan State
Universidad; a continuacion le describo el porgue.

Yo estoy haciendo un estudio de radio emisoras de Bolivia. Yo
estoy interesada en las programas, en los regulaciones del
gobierno, en el facilidades fisicas, en la organizacion de su
enisora, y los objectivos,

S1 usted sabe o supiera de alguna informacion en radiosmisores en
general, le agradeceria infinitamente por tan valuables informa-
ciones que usted podria enviarme.

Y finalmente si no es molestarlo demaciado, pedirle me sugiera
usted los nombres de otras radioemisoras a las cuales estaria
auy interesado de eseribir,

A la espera ds recidbir wvuestra informacion, y vuestra carta de
contestacion me es trato despedirme,

Atentanente,

HMary R, Jackson
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342 LJorth Yirrison
Fast Lansinc~, “ichiran
Late

we
Addrass
Country

Dear Sirs

ore Ivan Alten, 'ichir-un Gtate Univeraity, has su rested that
you mi~ht be acle te h2lp re in the collection ¢f infor—-aticon
for my mazter's thesis,

I a» rakin~ a studv of kEclivian breoadeaztineg and T am es-
precially interested in (what has been dcne Ly radio to brins
the Indians into the national ecnne~v since the phvsical 1952
revolution) or (in the hieteory, facilities, snciclorical ai-:
and rrocracaine rolicies of your staticon).® Do veu have anvy
inforration en ridio breadecastine or on how radio is inforringe
and educatinsy the Indian?

If you cnuld sur-est the nares of others I misrht write to, cor
send any information veou mirht have, it would be rreatly
apnreciated,

cincerelv,

“ary Ko Jackson

®ine or the other of these phrases was useds.
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The follcwine rersons are these who wera the nost helnful in
gurregtins inforration which micht be of use te re, The
addresses are included as an aid to anyone who mi~at want
further ipfrrmaticn on Y¥nlivian broadecastins or sore relates!
subiject,

Address

Cultural Cfficer
UeSe Lmbasy
La Mz, ®2elivia

The ti. We wilson Companvy
950/972 uUniversityv Avenua
Hew York, kew York

(S.A. Handbonok Publishers)

“ire Thilin Huber

OAS

Denart.ent of Soc. and Lecon. Affairs
1725 I Street

washinston, e Co

Nr‘. \’OSP,I"h Ao T(_‘Si. Jr‘.

Direcinn feneral

Inter=Arerican Institute of Ar, Sciences
Arartado 4353

San Jose, Costa Rica

(ecclavrist)

*r8e, Carla uijano, Librarian
“aryknecll Fathers
farvknoll, r“ew York 10545

Mre, Re Pe Leo Conners 4
Casa Xural

huancani Puno

(aryknoll Fathers)

Mre Rorar Wolecott, Chief
Inter=frerican Tnstitute of Apgricultural Sciences
Turrialba, Cecsta kica

“re Arturo Salces Arce

Direccion Ceneral de Radioco~unicacionesg
Derartamento de Padiofusion

La Faz, Bnlivia



Ypre Luls Rairo Deltran

Infor~mation Srecialist

Instituto Interiavericano de Ciencias Arricolas da 1la O5IA
Zona Andina

Arartado 473

Lira, Teru

'rse Tlorence Thomason

Cffice of Instituticnal DRevelnpment
tecency for International Develon-ent
ew "tite lerartrent Puildin-

dashin~ton, D, C,

e

Sre Jacnbo Likermann Z,
Subsecretario de Inforracicn
Direccion iacicnal de Inforracicnes
Presidencia de la Republica

falacio de "ohierno

La Paz, Holivia

Vadren de farvknoll

Father Joserh “ichenfelder
Apartaco 2352

Lira, Peru

UNESCD
New Yark (ffice
hew York, iiew York

Padres de arvyknoll
Re P¢ Leo Somrmers
Casilla 5ub
Cechabairba, bolivia

Sre Jotn R, Smithies
460 East 79th Street
New York 21, lLiew York

fe Pe Alberto Cuizade
Casilla 731
Cochabarba, Bolivia

80, Josa J. f:]lcedc. /:\QC.PQOQ
Calle 20 #9-45
Yogota, Colonbia

*ass Conrunications NDivisien
UnilsCy Place e Fontency
raris 73, France
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Tha followin~ aquotes are thase I thourht most intereste
ina from the many letters T recaiveds

Broadeastins in Ouachua and Avrara, the two corrmon
Indian lanvuares, is sadlv limited, Cronica, the
foremost naticnallyveproduced series of radic news
nro-srans, produces three l5-rminute news corwentaries
weekly in each lancuares Crenica “uechua is broade
cast by sixteen stations throu~hout the country, and
Cronica Avwara bv arnroxirately seven stdations. Dee
ducins froa second=hand chservation, the rest of the
Indianelancuare broadcastins is dene rainly in the
interior by rissicnarve-financed stations and by the
clandestine stations (with some doubt as to the
ideolorical and educaticnal content)-=bnth cate-ories
rotivated by the desire to communicate with their
resrective lcecal flecks,

parbara tHutehison

hssistant Inforration Cfficer
USTA

La Paz, Rolivia

arch 3, 1964

It is irportant to take into conaideration the reo=
logical factors which deter transmissicn in a

country like %olivia. The mineral deposits in the
Ancdean Mcuntaine deflect gi-nals, and even with powere
ful trans=mitters, recepticn is difficult, unless a
stuly i3 rnade to deternine desirn of pecejver for the
place where the receiver is located.

Florence Thonason

UeSs Department of State
“!ashincton, D, C,

March 26, 1964

OAT MAS TV EOLIVIAN COVIERNULRT DUML T2 BRING THE
IGDTANS THT)D TeHe NATIOHAL ECRHONY « ESPECIALLY ThxU
RADIQ? Tt would be 80 unusual for the i‘ov'rt of a
South American country to helr the voor people that
even the question is a bit shocking,

Father Leo Conners
Maryknoll Father
Lira, Teru

“arch 13, 195u
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The quality of the prorra~ms, and the reneral rrorramnin-
is on about a par with the technical qualitv (far fro=
A=1). ‘'any reonle who work in braadcast radio - as
anncuncers, operators, actors, etc.,, = work at it withe
out any for:al trainine, and many tites as a partetive
jobe I would say off=hand (withicut any statistics to
back me u;) that the winoritv of those now in breoadcast
racic want to make it their career,

Father Leo Somrer
Radio ®an Rafael
La Paz, Yclivia
April 15, 1964

I must exnress my comnrlacency for thae interestinnly
ciingen subiect for vour thesis, I think that it truly
rakes me troud as 4 Rolivian and I hore in the future
it will contribute to the prestign of mny country and
increase the relaticns between your great country and
other Latin Anerican countries,

Arturo Silces Arce

Uirector “e¢neral of Cormrnunications
La Paz, Bnlivia

June 9, 1964
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