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INTRODUCTION
The Situation

Agriculture as an industry and as an institu-
tion is in a period of rapid rsfinement.“Conpetition
has yielded a more alert and capable profession with a
decreasing marginal group. Increased social intercourse
with the total society has led to more poise among the
people of the profession and a keener public appraisal.
There is an increasing difference between large fam
enterprise and small types. There is an ever increasing
number of dual enterprise. (or part time) families having
a combined farm and non-farm economic base, Combined
with these is an increase in rural residence. among those
who labor elsewhere and an industrial expansion that
demands ever increasing numbers of workers of. all cata-
gories,

This evolution of maturity in agriculture has
a profound effect upon the generations being reared in
raral areas tﬁat is demanding of scientific analysis
and practical solution. Higher investment and less
arable land are barriers to those who would make a pro-
fession of agricultural production while the agricultu-
ral services, processing, distributions, and equipment
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2
trades absorb increasing numbers applying to farm ori-
ented fields, But a high percentage must look to non-
farm pursuits in order to satisfy life's needs.

Out of the rural areas come thé younger genera-
tions who supply the trades, the professions, the ser-
vices, and the government with a substantial percentage
of their personnel requirements, their brains, their
leadership and their labor force. As a grouping, these
rural youth harbor probably no less and probably no more
potential talent for maximum contributions to society
than any other grouping of young people. Yet unfortun-
ately as in the instance of any grouping, this poten=-
tial lies dormant in many during adult life or becomes
inactive for want of inspiration toward further develop-
ment, _

Faced with the challenge of improving the oppor-
tunities for rural youth, many disciplines are exhibiting
interest in the development of effective and productive
citizens and in establishing satisfying pursuits and
climates in which full expression of talents can be
realized. Industry is interested in a productive labor
force, Education is concermed with full educational
opportunity. The government is interested in a capable
and participant citizenry of maximum production, Agri-
culture is interested in the perpetuation of its kind,

and others are interested for a variety of reasons.
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3
This study then is dedicated to the belief that

more effort is needed and that bold new steps are in
order on many fronts toward maximizing the opportunity
for fullest development of youths! potential talents,
That traditional methods are in néed of repair. That
in response to increased national population and in-
creased international intercourse, the free democratic
society must search its imagination for methods of im-
proving the cultivation of talents among both leaders
and followers, the highest profession and the lowest
labor classifications in order to effect the greatest
contribution of all citizens. New ideas, new methods,
must meet the challenge of mredicting the most effect-
ive pursuits on the basis of performance and character-
istics of each succeeding generation and then provide
the opportunity for developmental success and success-
ful training and placement for the various pursuits,
The obligation rests not alone with education, neither
with the parent, but rather with the total society.
What happens: to rural youth under conditions
existant in Michigan at mid-century? How much do they
participate in the youth organizatidns and clubs in
their neighborhoods? How well do they achieve in high
school and to what extent do they participate in extra-
curricular activities? How many go on th college and
what are the curriculér and occupational choices they
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L
make? Where do they select their adult residence and

how mobile are they in terms of residence and occupation?
Are they given maximum opportunity for aptitude devel- |
opment?

| This becomes the problem of the study, what
happens to mral youth? The interest in the problem
tresults from experiencé in the Cooperative Extension
Service whith concerns itself program wise with the
problems and development of rural youth, as well as,
(more recently) urban youth, It is appropriate that
Extension, basically and traditionally almost totally
agriculturadly'oriented; should seek to determine the
trends in the diffe:ential dispersion of the youth of
the areas it serves, In an age in which agriculture
as an industry absorbs fewer and fewer of the youth it
produces; tle re is little merit in staying within the
framework of a traditional program that enhances rural
values té the virtual exclusion of non-rural values.
More justifiable; considering current trends; is an
attempt to embrace broad new programs that expose rural
youth to the opportunities that exist outside of farming
and render all possible stimulation toward intelligent
choice of life endeavors under circumstances of inter-
pretive information and experience. This is not to
condemn the continuance of rural value systems, but

rather to suggest the need of interpretation of these
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values and their symbols in the broader concepts of
total society.

But what will this involve in terms of transi-
tion to a fundamentally different kind of life? Reisman
and fellow authorsl suggest three stages of transition
in cultural development., The first of these is called
the tradition directed period in which individuals live
and labor withimn a framework of values; securitios; and
validations derived from family group traditions. This
period is best typified by agricultural societies. The
authors term the second period as a period of inner
directioné.in which the individual tends to move out
of the structure of family tradition and to assume more
personal goals under the shadow of the values and secur-
ities obtained in the family during childhood. This
period is best typified by the industrial growth period.
The final period of transition suggested is called the
other directed period in which the individual is highly
cosmopolitan; taking his value cues from those about .
him; playing multiple roles among multiple daily contacts,
His achievements must be as great as or greater thai
those within this circle of wide contacts. This period
is one of wealth and abundance.

These periods of transition are not mutually

lpavid Reisman, Nathan-Glazee, and Ruel Denny,
The Lonely Crowd, (Garden City, New York: Doubleday
& ﬁompany, 1955) .
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exclusive in our culture but are rather coexistant with
the population being made up of all three types. Under
the conditions of ease of transportation and communicat-
ion as exemplified in our present culture; there is a
relatively high degree of upward mobility among the
three types and the extremes tend to be drawn together.
But for the sale of identification, the farming frater-
nity tends to be representative of traditionalism in
our society; the upper middleclasses to represent the
inner directed; and the upper class group to be indica-
tive of the other directed,

Assuming these characteristics, it would seem
that Extension programs can be interpreted as traditional,
fram its agricultural orientation. It has espoused the
cause of agriculture and is now faced with the challenge
of stimulating mobility toward inner and other directed
tendencies. This challenge cannot be upheld within the
bias of any value judgement, but must look rather to
existant circumstances of social and economic intercourse
that will be the empirical stage om which its constitu-
ents assume the varied roles. In its attention to youth
programs; it must look to the ultimate social contri-
butions attainable by rural youth with the necessary

aptitudes.

Purpose of the Study

This study was conceived in the need for re-
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search knowledge relative to the adjustments faceg by
rural yquth in the transition to adulthood. 1Its purpose;
however, is primarily exploratory to assist in the de-
termination of areas for deeper study, It seeks to
determine what happens to a sample of rural youth, Its
scope is limited to observation of the characteristics
exhibited by‘five year graduating groups in two Michigan
high schools, In the exploratory framework; it empha-
sizes the need for broad research in the different eco-
nomic areas of the state and cannot assume representa-
tion of the broad area, In one sense it is comparative;
since the two areas represented are different in terms
of emphasis upon agriculture and in terms of alternative
| opportunities for the youth of the arease.

The purpose of this study is to explore the
characteristics associated with the occupational and
residential dispersion of rural youth& Extension is
jnvolved with rural youth programs and as such has both
the obligation and the challenge to utilize its resources
in an effort to help prepare rural youth for occupational,
social, and economic well being. The necessary prepara-
tion must undergo constant change in order to remain
in constant tune with the trends of social and economic
developments. Those methods and programs that are suffi-
cient to train one generatiom are insufficient in the

following generation.
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We are concerned with the residence and occupa-
tion migration of rural youth in this study., We need
to know the direction of flow of the movement of rural
reared young people if we are to evaluate our programs
in the proper perspective. Other than observation and
historic trends, we have little to go on. "Basically,
we need to determine the ways in which and the extent
to which those who leave the rural districts for the
towns and cities differ from those who remain on the
farms®, comments T, Lynn Smith? in Rural Sociology.

Smith speaks from a sociologistts standpoint;
yet his comments are as true for Extension. For change
in the social complex of individuals is the major goal
of extension., We need much more information on the
selectivity processes that result in one individualt's
staying on the farm while another migrates. We need
stronger methods of measuring and interpreting whatever
selectivity processes are in og;ggtion. Then we need
to refine our methods of aiding abetting the pro-
cesses of development that best prepare rural youth for
positions in adult life,

Such research will involve much energy over a
long span of time, The current study can only take a
look at some of the characteristics associated with the

dispersion of rural youth and, as a subsidiary, attempt

2p, Lynn Smith, "Levels and Trends in Rural Mi-
gration", Rural Sociology, XIX (March, 1954), 80,
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9
to examine the extent to which rural students in a lim-
ited sample continue their aptitude development.,

Parts of the study attempt to challenge speci-
fic hypotheses while other parts are less formalized
reports of findings., It is submitted in an attempt to
further give emphasis to the need and method for Exten-
sion's program direction in the field of youth work
withéut assuming any singular priority of consideration
but rather to supplement the thinking and action of
personnel of the Extension service. <1ue contrioution
o1 other research assumes importance as it is interpre-

ted in relation to the present study area,

Areas S led
In arriving at tne dedision of where to do the

study and who to include, several important factors were
considered. It is felt that the final decision was made
in the best interest of the overriding purpose of the
study. This purpose, directly concerned with inter-
ests of the Cooperative Agricultural Extension Service,
is to attempt to determine what happens to rural youth,
Since Extensionts broad charter carries its obligation
and works beyond the limits of agricultural people even
into the urban areas, it was felt that the study should
include more than farm youth. It should follow these
rural youth into whatever fields they chose and into

whatever areas they chose to reside, It should also
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attempt to determine the same characteristics among
rural non-farm youth and the youth of rural communities.
It was assumed from historical trends that appreciable
numbers of rural farm, non-farm, and rurzl community
youth would find both employment and residence in urban
or suburban areas, thus encountering certain social and
psychological adjustments, Again, since Extension ex-
erts increased efforts in fully urban areas, the study
could conceiveably reveal important characteristics and
problems of rural reared people who migrate to urban
areas as well as a better understanding of those who
remain rural.

The thought prevailed that the study should
include a typical rural community as well as one with
a more industrial contexfi. Since the current industrial
expansion in Michigan covers much of the most important
agricultural areas as well as those of more or less
marginal farm lands, in both of which Extension serves,
it would be desirable to include both in the study. The
further desirability to include the cut over or low
jncome areas was impossible with the limitations of the
procedure,

The early desire to include non-high school youth
and high school drop outs was abandoned because of the
limitations of the current study. It was determined
that a relatively small percentage of the high school

age group fall into this catagory and in the two areas
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chosen for the study, this fact was true,

It was felt necessary that some common charact-
eristic or experience should be found among respondents
Yo establish a starting point in both areas of the study.
High school enrollment, since certain performance char-
acteristics are permanently recorded, fulfilled this
requirement,’

There then remained the decision of what time
expanse would best fulfill the requirements, The sample
should represent near current trends, It should have
had time for respondents to have made some of the adult
adjustments following high school. It should be free
as possible from such interruptions as military training
and wars. For these reasons the graduating years of
1946 through 1950 inclusive, were chosen, This would
allow up to ten years for respondents to have made their

adult decisions,

Two Michigan high. schools were chosen for the
study., One, Midland, is located in an industrial center,
and drawing students from throughout Midland County,
fulfills the requirements of rural students entering an
jndustrial centered school. Saline, located in a typ-

jcal rural eommunity in Washtenaw County, meets the

opposite needs,

Comparative Description of the Two Counties
The 1950 United States Census reveals the fol-
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lowing comparison between Midland and Washtenaw Coun-

ties:
Midland Washtenaw
520 Land Area, Square Miles 716
69 Population Per Square Mile 188
35,662 Population Total 134,606
14,285 Urban Population 86,698
13,288 Rural Non-farm Population 34,369
8,089 Rural Farm Population 13,539

31.66 Ten Year Increase 66,

1,760 Migration--Lived Elsewhere 1949 12,380
$3,630 Median Family Income 3,435
23% Income $5,000 or More 2k 3%
7,655 Total Persons 7 to 17 17,120
83% Persons 14 to 17 in School 88.8%
10,3 Median School Years Completed 12,1
40, High School or More 53.0%
12,036 Labor Force (14 Yrs. or Older) 104,11
11,504 Total Employed 48,110
21,14 Labor Force, Females 32.4%
81,14 Labor Force, Males 63%
1,192 Employed in Agriculture 3,059
123 Employed in Mining 60
664, Employed in Construction 2,430
5,628 Employed in Manufacturing 12,667
Employed in Transportation, Co-
333 mmunication &Public Utility 2,481
1,529 Wholesale and Retail Trades 7,378
146 Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 1,035
387 Business and Personal Service 2,761
766 Professional & Related Fields 12,534
10.4% Employed in Agriculture 6.4%
1,8.9% Employed in Manufacturing 26.3%
34.9% Structures Built Since 1940 30.7%
$9,257 Av, Value Per Farm of All Farms $17,563
$13,080 Av, Value of Commercial Farms $20,522

These Census figures reveal the important con-
trasts in the two counties in which the study was made
and also support the contention that the Saline area is
a much more substantially large farm area than Midland
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which in turn reflects itself in the attraction farming
will have upon its youth as well as the effect of larger
farm business enterprise upon the post high school ed-
ucational planning of its youth. It is also evident
from the Census that the range of occupational oppor-
tunities in the area of Saline is much broader than at
Midland, Under these conditions, the high school grad-
uate at Saline has much better opportunity to explore
different potential jobs, or earlier to plan his pre-
paratory schooling for a specific field of work with which
he is interested or familiar. The greater population
in Washtenaw demands a greater number of personnel in
the business, personal service and professional fields.
Thus, not only is the breadth of occupational opportun-
ity greater at Saline, there also seems to be a greater
perpendicular (prestigeful and rewarding) flexibility
to motivate the maturing rural youth,

There was a large ten year increase (86%) and
1949 migration (12,380) into Washtenaw County, The
huge Willow Run Bomber Production Plant, built in the
defense movement of World War II brought with it a
tremendous labor force, It is located in Ypsilanti
Township but many of the employees reside throughout
the county. After the war, this plant was converted to
automobile production while the airport continued to

serve the area on a commercial basis., By 1949, the
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movement to decentralize industry was in full swing and
resulted in increased populations throughout the county.
At the same time, the suburban developments continued
and the many educational institutions in the county
experienced considerable growth with the resultant in-
crease in resident faculties and servicing groups.

Midland, during the same period, experienced a
less dramatic increase in its population, though its
31% increase is a significant one., Much of the labor
force needed in its main industry, the Dow Chemical
Company, during the expansion period was drawn from
near by cities and communities outside the county.
Workers drove to the factories from the surrounding
counties and cities, many of whom maintained more or
less permanent residence outside the county. If one
applies the pattern of migration noted by Thornthwaite3
and others, then it will be expected that the young and
most productive workers are the most mobile group, and
this would result in a relatively young population in
areas of industrial expansion, This in addition to the
marked increase in establishment of homes and families
following the second world war substantially accounts
for the suburban and rural non-farm development in Mid-

land County as well as Washtenaw County.

3Warren C. Thornthwaite, Internal Migration In
The United States,_(Philadelphia, Penn.: The Univ, ol
enn, Press, f.‘ .
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The census indicates there was virtually no
difference in the median family income in the two coun-
ties nor in the percentage of families with incomes of
$5600 or more. This is not necessarily a refutation of
previous statements regarding prestigeful occupations
since income in itself does not account for prestige,
There was a greater percentage of males employed in
manufacturing at Midland (48% at Midland, 264 in Wash-
tenaw).

An important difference, in light of the presert
study, is in regards to the education level or attain-
ment of students. Washtenaw shows five percent more of
the 1k to 17 ¥ ar age group in school, almost two yeas
more on median years of school completed, as well as
13% more attaining high school completion or more. This
latter, may be a result of both the motivations of pre-
stigeful positions and the values accrueing to education
as ‘the result of there being a large number of post high
school educational institutions in the area while this
factor is much less evident in the Midland area.

The Saline High School district includes about
one-sixth of Washtenaw County in the central southern
two tiers of tawnships (Figure 1). It is primarily a
rural area of large farm enterprise and small famm ori-
ented businesses. There is of course an increasing

incidence of rural non-farm residences in the area,
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The school plant, at the time of the sample, served both
primary and secondary classes, More recently, a new
plant has been built to serve the primary grades sep-
arately, leaving the junior and senior high group in
the older plant, It is a university accredited school.
It normally presenté from 30 to 50 high school diplomas
each year.

The Midland High School (Figure 2) serves on-
ly the secondary grades, nine through twelve, It has
a very progressive adult education program serving up
to 2000 out of school students per year., Its in school
student body comes from all areas of the county as well
as several adjacent areas outside the county. An appre-
ciable percentage of its students (this narrative refers
to the time span of the sample) enter after two years
of high school experience in outlying schools both inside
and outside the county. The entire high school will
transfer to a new pdant in 1956 leaving the older build-
ing to the intermediate grades. Average graduating
classes number approximately 200 students usually from
LO to 50% rurd students, It also is university accred-
ited.

Whereas Saline students are drawn primarily from
farming areas, the Midland student body includes more
non-farm and shall farm youth from the outlying districts.

A greater percentage of the family incomes are non-farm
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Saline High School students are mostly located in
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Pittsfield.
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Table 2

Midland High School students come from all areas
in the county plus some from adjacent areas in Gladwin,
Bay, and Saginaw Counties,
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in the Midland School, The whole economic and social
complex at Midland is centered in the Dow Chemical Com-
pany in contrast to the variety exhibited at Saline and
Washtenaw County. |

It seems evident that the expansion of busire ss
and industry in both areas is sufficient to absorb the
bulk of the graduating youth. If, however, we evaluate
the higher level opportunities for the youth being stud-
ied, and in tems of opportunity to develop the more
gifted aptitudes, the circumstances in the Saline area

seem more conducive to upward and outward motivation,

-

Methods Used In The Study

Distribution of the Questionnaire

Early in the preparations for the study, a de-
cision was necessary regarding the choice of a method
for collecting the information, The writer and his ad-
visors fully realized the importance and desirability
to conduct interviews among the sample., However, with
the time and scope limitations involved, it was decided
that a largers ample and potentially greater number of
respondents would be possible through the use of a mail
questionnaire,

Once this decision was reached, the writer vi-
sited with the high school administrators at Midland and
Saline and was assured of their cooperation in the'use

of respective school records. Tabulation of information
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in bigh school records was then begun, utilizing the
graduating classes of 1946 through 1950 inclusive. The
questionnaire (Appendix 12, 1lb, and lc) was then con-
structed to complete the necessary additional informa-
tion,

Eighteen questionnaires were sent to Midland
subjects as atrial or pilot., These resulted in a 65%
response and the questionnaire was again refined., Ques-
tionnaires were then mailed to graduates using direct
mailings for those for whom known addresses could be
determined., In the case of undetermined addresses, a
"please forward® letter was sent with the questionnaire
to the last km wn address of the parents. There were
168 graduates at Saline and 409 at Midland and only
thirty pieces of mail were returned for lack of receipt
by the addressee. The complete enrollment for the five
year period at Saline was used since all students there
met the requtrements of place of residence according to
high school records, At Midland, the rural group was
sorted on the basis of high school records and only the
rural residence group was included,

Several resources were utilized in the location
of addresses of respondents. The writer was assisted
in both areas by one or more relatives resident in loc a-
tions of the study. Contacts were made principally

through the us of the telephone, either directly with
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the graduates or with their parents, to determine the
present addresses. The purpose of the study was explain-
ed in each case and cooperation was achieved in all in-
stances, After about 100 such addresses were so obtain-
ed at Midland, it was felt that the please forward mail-
ing to parents would yield sufficient responses for the
purposes of the study and this method was then used,
At Saline, the phone calls resulted in almost 100% re-
sults and the forwarding method was not used,

Each questionnaire was accompanied by a cover
letter explaining the purposes of the study (Appendix 1d).
After ten days, a follow up request (Appendix 1ld) was
mailed to both groups to those who failed to respond.
This resulted in a substantial increase in responses
usable in the study. Instead of using a key system to
correlate tle responses‘wit.h the high school rolls, each
respondent was asked to include his name on the responss,
In the total, only one returned form was unusable due
to lack of signature. In defense of the failure to key
responses to high school rolls, the conclusion was drawn
that--especia)ly in the case of female respondents--cer-
tain of the items would be more meaningful; canplete;
and useful when both family and married name were avail-
able. This was especially helpful in view of the fact
that the writer was familiar with family names and char-

acteristics,
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In a two page questionnaire the first page was
the same for both male and female. The second page was
constructed to reflect male and female differences in
several items (Appendix 1lb ané ic).

Under the conditions of different types of school
records in the respective high schools, it was early evi-
dent that it would constitute misrepresentation to group
the results from the two schools. Therefore, in the main,
the analysis has been made separately and then compar-
isons drawn. This is defensable under the terms of an
exploratory study and it has yielded recognition of the
need for more complete studies in aréas where each school

is representative,

Response to the Questionnaire

As responses began to accumlate, layout sheets
were designed to associate high school records with the
information received from respondents. When the receipt
of responses had reached a dimunitive stage, the tabula-
tion was checked to determine any evident bias (Chapter 5).
Tables were then completed to prove or reject the stated
hypotheses and necessary statistical measurements were
¢alculated.

The largest single group of respondents was the
rural farmm group at Midland (Appendix 1f). The largest
total group was the males at Midland. One hundred males
and 86 females at Midland answered the request for in-
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formation and 46 males and 4L females at Saline responded.
TABLE 1

RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
MAILED TO MIDLAND

Total Male Female
Total Universe 409 191 218
Less Dead & Other 2 o 2
Sub Total 4,07 191 216
Less Unclaimed Mail 25 11 14
Potential Respondents 382 180 202
Responses Received 186 100 86
Non Responses 196 80 116
4% Response 48,9 55.5 42.1
TABLE 2

RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
MAILED TO SALINE

-

Total Male Female
Total Universe 168 77 91
Less No Known Address 11 b 7
Sub Total 157 73 8l
Less Unclaimed Mail L 3 1l
Potential Respondents 153 70 83
Responses Received 90 L6 INA
Non Responses 63 21 39

% Response 59.0 65.4 53.0

In total, there were 108 male and female farm group re-
sponses at Midland; there were 63 rural non-farm and 8
rural community responses. At Saline there were 47 farm,
5 non-farm and 35 rural community respondents., Seven

Midland and three Saline respondents reported either
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urban or suburban residence during high school despite
school records indicating they had resided in the rural
district.during that period. This is probably a result
of change of address during high school and or changes
in district boundaries., The Midland universe had been
sorted from high school records on the basis of rural
and urban school districts. There were an additiomal
ten responses received after computation was begun.

Chi-square tests of goodness of fit and associ-
ation were computed in the determination of bias and for
proof of the several hypotheses., A set of working hypo-
theses were constructed at the beginning and these were
refined or revised as the data sither supported or fell
short of the requirements of statistical applications.
0f the latter, most were submitted as other findiﬁgs.
In several instanceﬁ, the number of cases in the sample
were too small for conclusive evidence. Data were either
grouped together for both samples or analysed separately
as the circumstances applied. In the main, comparisons
of the two areas, reflecting the variety of differences,
was the objective. Within the samples, comparisons and
associations were made according to sex. Where informat-
jon rendered it possible, the respondent and non-respond-

ent groups were compared also.
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CHAPTER 1
A CONCEPT FOR EXTENSION YOUTH WORK

The Cooperative Extension Service, as an in-
strument of an educational system branching out in many
directions, becomes a system of multiple concepts, or-
dered in definition by the specific fields of interest
it serves., There is the single meaningful cemplex, re-
lated to the subject at hand, as held by the individual
or group active in a single phase of the extension pro-
gram (youth work, home economics adult work, adult farm-
ers' work, etc.). There is a multiple context held by
the.publics who participate in more than one action
phase of extension and often a confusion of concepts
on part of those employed in the Extension Service. Ad-
ministrators at the different levels may harbor a single
concept of the entire field of operation; yet they must
render the operational aspects of extension according
to specific areas of concept and employ personnel accord-
ing to abilities measured within concept areas.

This multiple aspect has disadvantaged both
server and served at different times and in different
wasys. To the extension field worker and to the people
he serves, the definition of concept is unimportant in
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relation to accomplishing a needed work in the specific
field or fields, Yet those whose duty it is to render
judgement on extension's means have difficuity in visu-
alizing the overall reducable concept held in effect by
the administrators. And the yield of its traditional
agriculturally oriented programming, at least from the
standpoint of public reference, has been the increase
of problems associated with extension's transition imnto
non-agricultural fields of human relaﬁionships. This
in turn indicates that if there is a reiatively einguiar
concept of extension on part of the public, then it is
an agricultural concept,

This agricultural concept of extension work has
resulted from the direction given the program throughout
its existance. It was conceived in agriculture's interest
to meet primarily agricultural needs. Under the ori-
ginal definition of its operational area in the enabling
act, the obligations go beyond agricultural interests.

It has been the interpretation of the original language
of the lagislation creating extension coupled with limi-
tations of means and staff that has held it in the agri-
cultural context. An indication of the interpretation
of extension goals is given in Kelsey and Hearne'sltext

11,incoln D. Kelsey & Cannon C. Hearne, Cooper-
ative Extension Service, (Ithaca, N.Y.: Comstock Publish-

ing Co., In., 1949), p. 35¢






27
printed as recently as 1949. They list five major ex-
tension goals, each of which includes the rural conn-
tation. Workers at all levels of extension activities
have variously searched their conscience for ﬁhe deci-
sion of a concept of duty between almost exclusively
agriculture and of branching out into other fields of
human problems, There is, however, evidence of a recent
trend in policy direction that promotes expansion of
extension activities outside of agriculture proper.2
Forward thinking leadership has moted both the need and
the obligation for extension types of programs in urban
and suburban areas,

There is record and evidence that extension,
however conceived and however implemented, has rendered
a monumental educational service to the people of the
rural areas ot the nation and the balance of sociely as

well, But under the stimulation of change human re-
latiomships, differential opportunity, and social and
economic achievement, extension must maneuver its in-
fluence in the direction ot the trends of the times.,
Under the traditional programming, the emphasis was

upon increasing the appreciation, indeed the love, of

2eThe Smith-Lever Act clearly states that exten-
sion's field of educational responsibility extends to all
the people of the United States. Hence, growing demands
on extension trom non-farm rural residents and urban resi-
dents should be met as far as resources will permit®,
Joint Committee Report on Extension Programs, Policies,
and Goals, Washington, D.C., Aug., 1948, U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture and Association of Land Grant Colleges and
Universities, U.S. Gov't Print. Office, p.61
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rural life and rural living, the need to improve farm
life by solving farm problems, | Out of necessity and
or desire, the interpretation of the importance of the
interrelationships with the balance of society often
went untended., The expression of attachment to agricul=-
ture was necessary for successful communication with
farm people, It was a matter of working with rural
folks through a meaningful value system in an effort to
accomplish orderly adjustments. The:personnel that
staffed the various extension departments were recruited
out of farm backgrounds, and had for the most part, been
students of agricultural colleges. This type of back-
ground was considered essential im order to be able to
work successfully among farm peoples

The concept of extension programs for rural youth
that resulted in this study is that the program must be
an increasingly outward oriented one, As a successor to
the traditionally farm oriented concept, it would retain
the character puilding aspects that have resulted in
wholesome,worthwhile, and effective lives for so many
of the rural youth who have worn its banners. But the
strong emphasis upon the values of rural life and fam
occum tions that has been the hallmark of 4k-H programs
for more than a generation are far out of proportion to
the opportunities offered rural youth of the present,
We actually do a disservice if we are guilty of stimu-
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lating an individual to prepare himself for an occupation
which then has a shrinking opportunity to absorb his
abilities, Yet at the same time we are aware of the need
within agriculture and its related fields for properly
trained alert individuals to carry on the work of preoe-
ducing food and Fibre and the greater need for effective
citizenship in whatever field of endeavor the individual
eventually finds himself,

It is extension'!s opportunity--and its obliiga-
tion to assist in the dévelopment of rural youth, not
for the sake of agriculture mor for any other singular
interest save that of the social welfare of the entire
nation., Potential talent exists among these rural youth
in like proportion to the urban youth., Yet talent does
not assert itself without proper stimulant. The rural
youth is often beset by absence of opportunity for the
stimulating experiences that lead to the desires for
improvement, and the absence of opportunity for expres-
sion of talents unless these talents contribute to the
family welfare, In other instances, budding talents
are frustrated by competitive immediate needs of life,
But an even greater need in many rural areas, despite
modern communication, is the need for an interpretation
of the opportunities that exist in the order outside the
rural shhere that may kindle the stimulation of poten-
tial aptitudes., This in turm calls for assistance in
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the identification of goals once the broader fields of
opportunity have been focused, and in the end, a consi-
deration of the social and psychological adjustments
that will result from these decisions. The goal that
challenges the extension youth worker is one of contri-
buting to the orderly transition of youth to adulthood
under circumstances of maximizing the potential contri-
bution of the individual as well as the individual's
life satisfactions in the field of his choice.

Personnel wise, this concept suggests that the
extension service might recruit and train more youth
workers from outside the field of agriculture. This
trend in effect has been developing recently on the Mich-
igan staff. There will be a continued need for able
workers from the farms and rural areas, but as programs
shift into the broader horizons, there will be increasing
needs for workers with spedific abilities that both
interpret and activate the potential of youth, within
and without agriculture,

This concept suggests some new methods as well
as some redirection of the most successful methods of
the past. Already suggested is a dampening of emphasis
upon agricultural careers as such and this carries with
it the suggestion that more farm and rural youth should
be advised of the opportunities that exist in farm related
fields, There is sufficient opportunity for absorption
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of many gifted farm and rural youth in expanding farm
oriented occupations, And for the-less gifted, there
is ample opportunity for well directed programs to pre-
pare them for more eftective lives,

Philosophically, the project part of 4-H Club
work has always been considered a means to an end., That
end being the development of the individual enrolling in
the project activity, In actual operation, however,
this opjective has been overlooked at the expense of
project achievement. The present concept suggests that
even greater emphasis should be placed upon the indi-
vidual and less emphasis upon projects and project re-
quirements, Objectively, the project should operate as
the measure ot the individual to conform with given
instruction and his ability to assume progressive re-
sponsibility while acting within a group of his fellows.,
There is every indication, however, that there should
pe a less standardized system of requirements according
to areas or conditions. It seems an injustice to ex-
pect rural and urban boys for instance, or boys im a
highly agricultural area and others in the cut over areas,
to have to work within an identical framework of require-
ments,

It seems feasable that efforts in extensiom
youth work might be directed toward activities that
stimulate the éhoice of occupation for the youth being
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served, Career days have been instituted in many pro-
gressive schools throughout the state. It is not beyond
the realm of possibility to suggest some type of career
day for those youth in extension programs who are nearing
the age of decision as to the field of work most desi-
rable under individual characteristics., Visits between
youth and the representatives of industry, professionsk
trades and other fields of endeavor, tours to abserve
varied occupations, movies, film strips, brochures all
depicting occupations and working conditions and the
like would contribute to the expansion of outward ex-
posures. Also possible as a project activity for the.
maturing youth would be occupational study and discuss-
ions in which each member would be responsible for a
portion of the research and individual comtributions.
The agent or the club leader should not interfere with
the responsibilities of the individual but should rather
stimulate the individual to assume the responsibility
under a sound system of assistance and guidance.

Exchange programs have proven their worth on
many levels and should be expanded. Joint meetings of
the more mature youth in extinsion programs with the
maturing members of urban youth groups in which experi-
ences and information could be shared are more realistic
and rewarding than they are visionary. At the adult
levels, these individuals will find their relationships
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and interdependence ever increasing. Shared relation-
ships at the youth level would tend to render ease and
order to the adjustments of those rural youth who migrate
to urban jobs and residences,

Observations of the outside world are possible
for rural youth through a wide variety of tours and
study or discussion groups,

There is need for increased cooperation with
school teachers and administratérs in an effort to iden-
tify and then establish proceedures to assist both high
and low achievers in the rural groups, as well as the
' non-rural groups now being served., Education, includ-
ing extension education, needs to develop such methods
of prediction that will contribute toward the maximum
development of both high and low achievers.

Counseling should encourage a basic general type
of high school program in the initial years rather tham
an immediate indication of curricular preference. Most
rural youth, and presumably all other youth, are general-
ly unprepared to make wise choice of curriculum immedi-
ately upon entering high school. It is conceivable that
a more mature choice could be made after some high school
level experience in observing wide fields of occupational
opportunity, The final decision on a field of endeavor
should be with-held until the maximum consideration of

alternatives has been possible.
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Extension should, within the means possible;
expand its efforts in working with that portion of rural
youth which will enter farming, both at the advanced
youth and the young adult levels, This is a field of
ever increasing competition and demands increasingly
alert and capably trained indiwiduals,

New self help and scholarship programs are needed
in order to stimulate increasing college entrance when
appropriate,

A system of counseling for extension youth groups
nearing the age of decision should be considered. Vol=-
unteer comments in the questionnaire used in this study
resulted in fifty statements of desire for more coun-
seling out of a returm of 275 questionnaires,

The whole emphasis in youth work should be toward
the consideration of the individual as a potential con-
tributor to the general welfare of the broad social
arena and toward assisting the individual toward the
area of his potential aptitudes, Actually, the central
focus should be placed upon the continual development of
aptitudes (both high and low) with the thought that once
development has been achieved, there will bhe greater
opportunity for useful labor in many rather than singe
ular fields,

This concept cannot be successful if confined
to the youth program alone. It is not entirely by in-
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dividual choice of alternatives that occupational choi-
ces are made, but through the interactions of family,
school, community, the entire environmemt, that the
decision is shaped and formed., Im fact, Grant Bogue,3
in a 1954 Masterts Thesis suggests that:
Any attempt By educators to structure the paths of
rural youth toward urban socialization should be
founded upon a realization that the preferences of
youth may have little to do with their actual fu-
ture needs,

This indicates the additional need for parents,
school teachers, the whole local social structure to
better understand the elements operating to affect the
future of rural youth in their choice of occupation and
residence,

In brief summary, this concept does not detract
from the great works already achieved in almost a half
century of extension interest and action in the area of
rural youth, The concept rather places the challenge
of change upon exthnsion youth work, the change that is
dictated by the evolution of agriculture and the increas-
ingly complex interrelationships of the modern culture.
It does not presume this is extension's problem alone,
nor that extension does or will have ét its disposgl the
means for bringing about the maximum change, It satis-
fies itself with the presumption that thought has been

aroused,

3Grant Bogue, "Development of Occupational and
Community Preferences Among Youth of a Rural Community",
(Unpublished M.A. Thesis, M.S.C., 195h4), p. 89.
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CHAPTER II
DETERMINATION OF BIAS

In terms of the classidal design of research,
the question of bias introduced through the use of the
questionneire would have greater significance than in
the exploratory study. But even at the level of the
present study, full recognition of the pitfalls of bias
as introduced through the questionnaire must be recognized.
Goode and Hatt, in their text on method give the follow-

ing discussion on the topic:

Emphasis has been placed on the fact that a sub-
stantial segment of the population cannot answer a
questionnaire is a still further problem. The re-
searcher is not there to add his own pleas to those
which are printed or typewritten in the letter of
introduction,

Both the "cannot" and the "will not" group bias
the sample in a known direction, but to an unknowm
degree, Since questionnaire studies with a fairly
wide population base have reported the percentage
answering as from 20 per cent to around 70 percent,
it is clear that this type of sampling bias could
be fatal to the validity of the study.

The direction of this bias is toward those who
are interested im the subject matter, those who are
higher in socioeconomic status, and those who have
had more education.l

The objective at this stage of the study is to

determine the degree to which the sample is represen-

l4m, J. Goode & Paul K. Hatt, Methods in Social
Research, (New York: The McGraw Hill Book Company, In¢.,
s PPe 172-3, -
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tative of the universe., If there is a relatively in-

significant diffgrence in the characteristics of the
sample and the theoretic occuarance of them in the uni-
verse, then the sample is met representative,

In the search for bias in the sample, the hypo-
thesis that no differences exist (at least no signifi-
cant differences) .between sample and non-respondents or
total universe is assumed., If the computations show any
significant differences, then these differences must be
accounted for and considered in the interpretation of
the other hypotheses in the study,

In the determination of bias, the chi-square
test for goodness of fit has been used. The theoretical
frequency was computed by multiplying the percentage of
the universe falling into the various catagofies by the
total number of respondents in the problem., The differ-
ence between the observed and theoretical frequencies for
each cell was then squared and divided by the theoret-
ical frequency and the sum of these results become the
chi-square, The chi-square figure was then plotted on
the table of percentiles of chi-square distribution
according to the degree of freedom existant in the com-
puted tables,

Table 3 exhibits two tendencies between respond-
ent and nomrespondent groups. The male nonrespondents

seemed to cluster about the middle grade catagory while
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the respondent males were distributed slightly more
throughout the three grade classifications. The female
universe exhibits exactly the opposite trend and the
nonrespondent females seem to have a slightly higher
composite grade achievement thas respondents. The
chi-square result (Chapter 5, Tables 1 and 2) falls be-
tween the .50 and .70 percentiles and does not reject
the bias hypothesis.
TABLE 3
PEZRCENTAGES OF MIDLAND RESPONDENTS AND

NON-RESPONDENTS FALLING INTO
THREE GRADE CATAGORIES

Males Females
Grade Resp,  Non-Resp. Resp.,  Non-Resp.
Points Percent, Percent., Percent., Percent,
1.0 tO 1.5 10.1 6.6 3.l|' 24.5
106 to 2.5 7047 79.1 70.9 6208
2.5 a.nd up 19.1 14.3 25.6 32.‘1’
Total cases99 o1 86 132

The records at the Saline High School did not
include the composite grade achievements of students,
There were some recorded results of intelligence tests,
but these were varied and incomplete and as such were
not usable in the computations,

The results showed a marked difference in the
grades received between males and females, The evidence

of female superiority in grade achievement has been
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found in numérous studies and reports reviewed,

Another factor to challenge the bias hypothesis
is the level of participation in extra-curricular acti-
vities, However, with an observed difference in the
number of activities in the two schools, the two univer-
ses were computed separately.

Participation in extra-curricular activities
can, under the assumption of veluntary membership, be
considered as one measure of aggressiveness among stud-
ents, It is true that there may be varying degrees of
opportunity for students to enter these activities, but
the central tendencies that appear when samples of sufti-
cient size are available give evidence of the trend in
membership and participation. Thus, under the general-
ization that each student has a relatively similiar
opportunity to participate, it is possible to compare
the highly participant with the less participant,

Extra curricular activities in this study in-
cluded athletics, music, band, and special contests such
as public speaking, But the bulk of the activities were
in the grouping of student clubs and student government,
At Saline, there was a high degree of participation in
class plays, an activity in which none of the Midland
universe had participated.

There seems to be less difference between re-

spondent and nonrespondent here than in the grade a-
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chievement, The same tendency for the females to ower-
achieve the males is evident in the record of partici-
pation., Martinson? found the same pattern in his Minn-
esota study on the personal adjustments in migration,
He attributes the females with an ability to adjust more
rapidly to the environment of the high school than the
males.,

TABLE 4

EXTRA-CURRICULAR PARTICIPATION AMONG
STUDENTS IN THE MIDLAND UNIVERSE

Male Female

Club Membership
Resp, Non-Resp, Resp, Non-Resp,
Percent, Percent, Percent, Percent,

Belonged to No

Clubs 36 34 22 25
Belonged to Some

Clubs 64 66 78 4L

Total Cases 100 100 86 132

Neither the above percentages nor the chi-square
application (Chapter 5, Tables 3 and 4) are significant
enough to reject the bias hypothesis, When the total
number of clubs each individual participated in was com-
piled (Chapter 5, Tables 5 and 6) there were still no
significant differences between respondent and nonrespond-

ent,

2Floyd M. Martinson, "Personal Adjustment and
Rural-Urban Mlgration" Rural Sociology, iJune, 1955),
XX, 102. .
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Information was available to compare respondent
and nonrespondent on the basis of student office hold-
ing experience, This again is one factor in the com-
plex of aggressiveness resulting either from popularity
among fellow students or high motivation on part of the
individual or both.

Membership and officeholding experience on the
part of youth is al8o a part of the personality forming
complex that assists the process of maturity. Each
individual who participates does so for one or more
specific reasons, each of which carries with it a sta-
tus giving attachment, Many of the roles developed in
youth activities blossom out in the adult world later
and lend themselves to a higher degree of social inter-
course. A later section of this report deals with the
possibility that youth club activities result in a higher-
er degree of participation in the adult activities.

Analysis of the data has shown that the stud-
ents at Saline had greater opportunity to play the roles
of officers in the school activities, Again the two uni-
verses were computed separately.

Both male and female respondents exhibit a tend-
ency to have héld office more frequently than nonrespond-
ents, This difference is the greatest that has yet
been observed, but the chi-square falls between the

.10 and ,20 percentile and, therefore, does not reject
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the bias hypothesis (Chapter 5, Tables 7 and 8). There
was no great significance when the chi-square was com-
puted for the number of offices held by respondents and
nonrespondents (Chapter 5, Tables 9 and 10),
TABLE 5

OFFICE HOLDING EXPERIENCE AMONG STUDENTS
IN THE MIDLAND UNIVERSE :

Males Females

Offices Held
Resp. Nonresp. Resp. Nonresp,
Percent., Percent, Percent. Percent,

Held No Office 79 91 3 82

Held Some Offices 21 9 26 1

Total Cases 100 91 86 132
TABLE 6

EXTRA-CURRICULAR PARTICIPATION AMONG THE
STUDENTS IN THE SALINE UNIVERSE

Males Females
Club
Membership

Resp, Nonresp, Resp, Nonresp,
Percent, Percent Percent. Percent,

Belonged to No

Clubs 8.6 3.5 k.5 2.1
Belonged to Some
Clubs 91.4 9605 955 9;09
31 Iy k&

Total Cases L6

There is very little difference inparticipation

levels between respondents and nonrespondents in the
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Saline universe, The tendency is for the nonrespondents
to be slightly more participant than the respondents.,
The chi-square (Chapter 5, Tables 11 and 12) yields an
insignificant difference and therefore fails to reject
the bias hypothesis, But there was a tendency for the
respondents to exceed the nonrespondents in the direct-
ion of maximum number of clubs participated in per in=-
dividual, reaching a point of significance among males
(Chapter 5, Table 13),

TABLE 7

OFFICEHOLDING EXPERIENCE AMONG THE STUDENTS
| IN THE SALINE UNIVERSE -

Males Females

Offices Held
Resp. Nonresp, Respe. Nonresp.
Percent, Percent, Percent, Percent,

Held No Office kO 50 61 57
Held Some Offices 60 50 39 L2
tobal Cases 45 28 L L7

This same trend was evident among males in the
comparison on ofticeholding experience, But the num-
ber of respondent males had more members of their group
holding oftice, while female respondents were less act-
ive in ofrice positions than the nonrespondents. 1In
this instance, the chi-square was large enough to fe-
ject the bias hypothesks among females (Chapter 5,
Tables 15 through 18),
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There was no differences great enough to reject
the hypothesis that the sampie is representative of the
universe. There were several minor differences with the
greater grade achievements of the females and the greater
participation levels by females in the Midland universe,
being the most marked difference between sexes., There
was a tendency evident in the officeholding experience
at Midland with the respondents most active. The mem=-
bers of the Saline universe had opportunity to partici-
pate in more extra-curricular activities, The objective
was to treat the two universes separately in view of
the observed difterences in aregs and schools. It can
now be concluded that, except for minor tendency differ-

ences cited, that the sample is representative of the

universe.
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CHAPTER III
HYPOTHESES AND THEIR PROOF

Throughout the formulation of this study, there
has been two general hypotheses from which the several
testable hypotheses are derived, This one is that the
extension youth program is in need of adjustment toward
fulfillment of the needs of current trends and the other
is that there is a significant failure of youth to fully
develop potential aptitudes or talents, The information
collected in the research for this study is not of a
nature to challenge directly either of these general
hypotheses, But the derived hypotheses are of such na-
ture that they contribute toward their proof. The de-
rived hypotheses in their turn are supported by nonhy-
pothesis findings,

There are nine testable hypotheses, listed as
follows:

1. That college entrance (as one indication of talent
development) will occur more frequently among
students in an area where there are many colleges
and universities,

2, That participation levels will be greater among
students in the schools where there is a singular

agricultural economic base than among students
in areas of varied economic enterprises
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3. That participants in youth (out of school) acti=-
vities will be more participant in high school
and adult activities than nom-participants,

L, That farm youth are less migrant (toward urban
areas) than rural non-farm youth,

5. That the high achievers (as measured by partici-
pation and grades) are more migrant than the low
achievers, '

6. That farm reared youth are not as mobile (occu-
pationaliy) as the mon-farm rural youth,

7. That the more participant will tend to enter more
prestigeful occupations than the less participant.

8. That 4-H and F.F]lA., members will be more likely
Y0 reside in the rural areas after high school
than nonmembers,

9. That the more aggressive (as measured by parti-
cipation)will enter college at greater rates
than the less aggressive,

The first hypothesis is derived from the general
hypothesis that aptitude development is not completed.
The test offered in this study, college entrance, is not
an exclusive one., Many factors contribute to the complex
of talent development, and college entrance itself does
not assure the maximﬁm development, The lower achievers
often are able to use other means of talent development
short of college entrance, But college entrance is util-
ized here as contributing to the stated hypothesis in the
belief that counseling by extension will help stimulate
the youth it serves to use this avenue of continued

development,

Hypothesis one states that the students in areas
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where there are many colleges and universities are more
likely to go to college than students were there are
fewer such institutions, It assumes that the fact of
exposure to more colleges will stimulate the high school
graduate to attend, It further assumes that these ex-
posures will result in a variety of motivations derived
from the fact that the community social structure will
place additional values upon attendance. These moti-
vations will be less evident in areas where there is a
minimum of colleges., There is the added fact that close-
ness makes certain budgetary easements that allow more
youth to attend,

L. E., Barberl conducted a study in which re=-
spondents listed lakk of finances as the predominant
single reason for not going to college. However, when
he grouped together as motivational the reasons listed
as lack of academic interest, lack of serious purpose,
and the large number of others designated as preference
for (other work, marriage, and freedom trom parental
control) he found them applying to 56% of the cases as
chief reasons. This compared with the 43% for whom lack
of finances was assigned as the chief reason., His sam-

ple included 69% females; the present study shows that

lLeroy E. Barber, "Why Some Able Graduated Do
Not Go To College", The Education Digest, (April, 1951),
m, Noo 8, 37'390
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females are less inclined to enter college than males,
a factor that, if it applied, would possibly bias the
result,

Percentage wise, the Saline sample exceeded the
Midland sample in college attendance--37% to 28%. This
includes both male and female respondents, When com-
parisons based upon sex were made, Saline again exceeded
Midland with the greatest (7%) difference being in the
male samples, When the chi-square test was applied to
the total sample, the result was between the .20 and .30
percentiles approaching the maximum figure (Chapter 5,
Table 28)., This does not reject the hypothesis., It
should also be noted that the Midland sample does not
represent the entire student body there since the urban
district students are not included in the universe. The
results show, therefore, that there is a tendency for the
rural students at Saline to attend college aL a greater
rate than the rural students at Midland, although the
difference is less than significant. It will be recalled
from the description of the areas that there are more
colleges and universities near Saline than there are
near Midland,

There were two interesting facts revealed in the
Midland sample in regards to college entrance. There
were several who entered after having been out of high

school for several years and there were several who
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entered with a very low record of grade achievement in
high school, Undoubtedly the fact of experience in the
armed forces plus the earming of enough money to enter
college were the important causes of entering at the more
advanced age. The incidence of low grade record entrants
raises the question of this criteria as an entrance re-
quirement to advanced schooling. Stanley Smith quotes

in his study that:

e o o it is not so much what the pupils mental
capacity is but rather the degree of initiative and
willingness to work that really counts? . . .

e o o regardless of the native mental ability of
the graduate, if he or she works diligently and

develops good work habits in schgol, those habits
will carry over after graduation’? o .

Among Midland females who entered college, the
average grade of those who graduated was a lower figure
than thosg who had entered college and failed to grad-
uate, It would seem then, that in agreement with Smith,
there are other motivational factors that may exceed the
singular mental capacity in terms of assuring success
in college entrance and graduation.

In the Midland sample, a comparison was made

between those who had entered college and those who had

2Stanley S. Smith, "A Thesis Based Upon An Occu-
pational Study Of the Graduates of the Fordson High School,
Dearborn, Michigan", (Unpublished M.A. Thesis, Dept. of
Education, Michigan State College, 1932), p. 00,

3Ibid, p. 65.
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achieved as great or greater high school grades but did
not enter college, This comparison relies upon the grade
point average as the standard for college entrance., It
does not assume this as the exclusive factor nor does it
suggest the evident grade point figure as a standard
except for the present sample. It defends itself upon
the basis that these students operating under mutual
school circumstances had similiar opportunity to continue
their education beyond high school by this singular
grade standard. In this regard it becomes a measure of
the student's capacity to continue his or her aptitude
development.

The 18 females in the Midland sample who went
to college had an average high school grade of 2.45 (A
equal to 4.0, B equal to 3.0 etc.). There were 25 other
females in the same sample who received a similar grade
but who failed to go on to college. Amohg males in the
Midland sample, the 3k who entered college.received an
average all high school grade of 2.4. There were an
additional 13 with similiar grades who failed to attend
college. Two males in the sample receiving less than a
composite grade of C have entered college while the two
females with the highest grades in the sample did not
attend college.

Thus, if we use the high school grade average

of those who entered college as the standard, there are
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significant numbers meeting the same standard who do not
continue their education, The evidence of lower grade
achievers entering college indicates that motivational
action is necessary to improve the percentage using this
method of continued aptitude development.

It seems important at this point to underscore
the fact that the less gifted are in as much need of the
maximum development of their aptitudes as are the more
gifted., This is suggestive of the continued development
of methods of predicting and dealing with those whose
téndencies show they are in need of improvement, Charles
Woodbury, in a 1950 Boston study aptly states this point

as follows:

If, however, the over achievers and the under
achievers in these skills and subject matter content
areas are considered as one deviant group from the
normal achievement, then this proportion to the to-
tal group assumes significance and implies that
teachers must make every effort to appraise achieve-

ment deviating from the expectation, explore the
possible causes of such behavior, and take method-

ological steps to see that underachievement is rem-
edied and over achievement is continued if such
educational therapy is not at the expense of the
child's total adjustment.k

kCharles A. Woodbury, Jr., "The Effect of Com-
munity Status Upon the Differential Achievement of School
Childrea"™, (Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, Boston University,

1950), p. 191,
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Hypothesis Number Two

'The second hypothesis states that participation
levels will be greater among students in schools where
there is a singular agricultural economic base than
among students in areas of varied economic enterprise.
This statement is based upon the belief that there will
be more social homogeniety as the number of enterprises
decreases, There would conceivably be i : fewer activities
or at least the variety of activities would be toward
the minimum in the area of singular enterprise. (The
assumption of singular enterprise does not assume there
are no other enterprises in the area but that the other
enterprises are primarily in service of agriculture.)

If these assumptions can be made, then it leads to the
belief that belonging and not belonging becomes a signi-
ficant mark of distinction for members of the community
or neighborhood.

The challenge in this area of the study is to
determine what differences exist between youth in the
rural areas where agriculture provides the central focus
on the society and economy and youth in rural areas where
agriculture plays a less dominant role. In the rural
community of Saline, at the time of the sample, primary
function of the business and trade was in service totthe
surrounding farms. Thus, even those who grew up within

the community limits, were comscious of the agricultural
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base. The whole area consisted of fertile farmlandse.

At Midland, the situation was different. There
was a much smaller proportion of fertile farm land and
a higher incidence of marginal type farms whose income
failed to return enough 8ingly to support the families
possesing them, There were no agricultural communities
the size of Saline although the sample does include a
few in smaller agricultural communities on the fringe of
the county. At the time of the drawn sample, the cen-
tral focus of the county had become smaller industry,
principally the Dow Chemical Company in the city of Mid-
land, The Midland High School, however, was the primary
high school in the whole county that could serve the
boys and girls growing up in the rural areas.

In the study then, the Saline sample represents
the tendency toward the singular enterprise community and
Midland assumes the position of the diversified enter-
prise community.

With this knowledge in mind, the general hypo-
thesig is made that differences exist between maturing
youth under the different influences in regards to the
type and frequency of participation and in the other
experiences. These differences will resudt both from
any difference in opportunity and from any difference in
-social traditions and values in the separate areas. It

is less the purpOSe of this study, however, to show
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cause than to point out the situational differences,
Under these conditions, one cannot expect to say that
the observed differences are representative on broad
scales, This chapter is entered into with the belief
that existing opportunity rather than personality traits
is the basic determinative factor in differences.

The primary factor in this determination of
participation is the degree to which students partici-
pate in high school extra-curricular activities. As
additional factors, the youth (out of school) participa-
tion and the participation of these respondents in adult
and community activities were investigated along with
several different contributing exéeriences.

An examination was made of the participation by
respondents at Midland and Saline in the youth clubs and
organizations existant in the respective areas. Clubs
that are active in both places include church youth,

h-H clubs, Junior Farm Bureau, Juvenile Grange, and Boy
and Girl Scouts. It should be kept in mind that the
membership in these clubs is to a considerable extent
due to the efforts of adults in the respective areas to
maintain such groups and these efforts will vary. This
in essence places some of the determination of member-
ship outside the realm of the youph; but since all these
clubs exist in both areas, the opportunity does exist

for youth to participate in them, In searching the
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degree of participation then, some reflection must be
placed upon the social function and value with which
the adults in the two areas in the study regard them,

In terms of total male and female respondents
at Midland and Saline, 20% of Midland respondents be-
longed to no out of school clubs and organizations. This
compares with 26% of the Saline respondents who similarly
failed to participate in the youth clubs in their neigh-
borhoods. This results in a relatively consistant pro-
portion of 74% to 80% participation in the organizations
by respondents in both areas.

When the two sexes are compared on participa-
tion levels, the males in both areas trail the females
in participation with the greatest difference (12%) rest-
ing with the Saline sample. No consistant differences
were found between the two samples when comparisons of
participation were made between farm, rural non-famm,
and rural community residing respondents,

The most consistant participation throughout
both samples was in church youth activities. In general,
both samples had a larger proportion in famm oriented
youth clubs (except church) than in scout work with a
noticeable increase in the latter in the rural communi-
ty residence group. |

This measurement by use of out of school par-

ticipation rejects the hypothesis that differences
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exist in activity characteristics in the two samples,
Size of the stttdent body alone may be the de-
terminant factor in the degree to which students par-
ticipate in high school extra-curricular activities,
since again, a certain degree of homogeniety exists in
the smaller number. In this study the Saline School is
located in the agricultural community from which it
takes its name, Its students come from a small section
of the county. The Midland School has both rural stu-
dents and urban students and the number of students is
much greater than at Saline.
TABLE 8
PERCENTABE PARTICIPATION BY RESPONDENTS

Type Participation Midland Saline
Youth Clubs 76 73%
High School Clubs 6L% 93%
Adult Activities 52% 54%
Total Cases 186 90

The difterences in high school participation
(30%) were expected ip the hypothesis and the assump-
tion has been made that the size and student make up in
the respective high schools has been given as a causa-
tive factor. Saline students are all classified in the
rural catagory giving the entire student body a relative-
ly consistant set of values accrueing in the activities

in school., The Midland student body alsb includes ap-
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proximately half of its total falling into the urban
centered classification, One observed difference in
types of activities lies in the high proportion in class
plays at Saline and the complete absence of them among
Midland respondents. In such activities as athletic
teams, the smaller student body at Saline has a higher
proportionate opportunity to participate,

A comparison of the officeholding experience in
high school activities among respondents reveals the same
trend as the participation level at the two schools., A
higher proportion of Saline respondents held some type
of organizational office than Midland. The same was true
of the non-respondents.

An investigation was made to determine the adult
participation level among respondents to contribute to
the hypothesis. It was recognized that the sample--hav-
ing graduated from high school five to ten years ago--
would probably be less participant than an older group.
However, since the samples at the two schools were con-
sistant in terms of years in which to assume membership
in adult groups, a comparison could be made,

The anticipated higher degree of adult partici-
pation in the smaller community of Saline was rejected
by the data, Both male and female respondents at Midland
were proportionately more participant in the adult or-

ganizations than the Saline respondents. The actual
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percentages favored Midland males by 4% and females by
6%, a relatively non-significant éifference,

These actual percentages are effected, among
other things, by the fact that more Saline graduates
went to codlege and as a result were delayed by that
action in becoming established in adult roles,

On the adult level, as on the youth level, acti-
vity in church functions was the most consistant inci-
dence of participation among all respondents, One signi-
ficant finding was that of Parent Teacher'!s organizations
or youth club leadership. This would conéeivably in-
dicate the interest in youth work im young adult life
as a possible carry over or a result of the values
attached to participation in youth clubs, This type of
participation ranks next to church participation through-
out the respondent sample with the Midland females more
proportionately involved than the others,

In a later section on occupational mobility
among maie respondents, it is revealed that the Saline
respondents are more inclined to change jobs in early
adult life than the Midland respondents. This differ-
ence is given greater significance when it is found that
a higher proportion of the Saline graduates entered farm
occupations and did not change jobs at all., Among fe-
male respondents, there was less difference between the

two areas with both samples entering primarily the secre-
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tarial type positions.

Residence mobility was also measured, This evi-
dence is presented in a later section and reveals rela-
tively consistant trends among all respondents to stay
in the rural areas. The major difference is between
male and female respondents with the females showing
greater percentage moving from rural to urban places of
residence., In all respondent groups there was in excess
of 60% staying in the rural areas.

In a later section on spouses origin among
respondent marriages, the evidence again shows a major-
ity of marriages occurred between couples having the
same residence classification than between rural and
urban residents, The percentages were greater, however,
in the Saline area.

It was found that proportionately more Saline
respondeﬁts continued their education.

A complete exploration of differences in areas
becomes a very detailed, even elusive effort, enough so
that a complete thesis could be arranged around the
topic. There are a multitude of factors, each more or
less measurable, which might be helpful. These differ-
ences, individually and in total, set up variant moti-
vation patterns in the separate areas. Yet, in the
school systems, the organizational complexes, government

and economic patterns, there is enough similiarity in the
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two areas tkh more or less minimize the basic differences,
The local control systems over these functional groups,
however, necessarily lead to enough variation to result
in developmental differences,

The studies by Boles and Woodbury explore some
of the differences that conceivably could effect the
achievement of students of different areas and conditions,
Boles sought to prove that size of school attended would
not consistantly effect the achievement of seniors in a
large sample of Florida schools' students. After thor-
ough satistical applications he concluded that:

This study indicates that for the two years
studied, there was an association between size of
school and the achievements of high school seniors.
It does not demonstrate that school size per se
caused high or low achievement, The study suggests,
however, that there are certain factors associated
with school size which do have a causal relationship

to achievement, Additional resgarch is needed to
identify these factors .

With a younger student sample, Woodbury explored
the effect of community status upon student achievements,
His findings show that:

With but very few exceptions the findings of this
study are such as to conclude that community status
of children does not have a significant bearing upon
the differential achievement in academic skills, and
subject matter content at the fourth, sixth, and
eighth grade levels,

5Ralph Corral Boles, "Some Relationships Between
Size of School and Academic Achievement of High School
Seniors in Florida® (Unpublished Doctoral Thesis, Univ,
of Florida, Gainesville, 1952).
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The only ones showing a tendency for community
status to effect differential achievement were ele=-
Lengasce usage in only one grade.8 . o Erodets

These results seem to indicate that the factors
associated with physical size of plant have a greater
effect upon the differential student achievement than
do the factors of the socioeconomic complex., They admit,
however, that other factors in the motivational and so-
cial systems may have greater influence, individually
and collectively, upon individuals.

In summary then, many differences in motivation
and response exist between the two samples. But in
answer to the stated hypothesis, Midland respondents
exceeded the Saline respondents in participation only
in the out of school youth club activities., The advan-
tage, however, was only 3% and the Saline sample exceeded
in adult participation by about 2%. Thus in these two

catagories, there was no significant difference. The
participation in high school activities, suggested as
the main factor in the proof of the hypothesis, renders
the hypothesis acceptable. Im this regard, the Saline
sample, representing the tendency toward singular enter-
prise and smaller school had almost a 30% advantage over
the Midland sample,

When the samples were sorted by sex and by place,

6Woodbur'y, op. cit..
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there was a very inconsistant pattern., Saline males
exceeded Midland males in youth club participation but
the females were reversed. In the high school partici-
pation, the Saline sample exceeded the Midland sample
in both sexes. Im the participation in adult activities,
Midland males exceeded Saline males but the females
were again reversed., Midland females exceeded Midland
males in only one classification and Saline females
exceeded Saline males in two classifications,

The only clear result of this test then im the
significance of the Saline sample over the Midland sam-
ple in high school participation, Two factors are cited
as causes of this result; size of student body and sing-
ular community enterprise interest. Clarification of

these two factors rests with further research,
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Hypothesis Number Three

Rural youth have a varying degree of opportun-
ity to take part in youth activities within any neighbor-
hood. Throughout this study, there were three activi-
ties in prominance offering evidence of participation
by youth in the rural famm, rural non-farm, and rural
community groupings. These included the church, k-H
clubs, and Scouts, with church the most consistant
throughout the groupings. A4-~H Clubs were more in evi-
dence in farm and rural non-farm groups and a tendency
for scout work to be more frequent in the rural communié
ties was observed,

These activities, for the purposes of this study,
are considered as out of school activities, although
admitting that any or all three types of activity might
have direct or indirect connection with schools. For
the most part, in this community youth participation
designation, student status does not preclude nor deter-
mine membership as in the case of high school activities,
Basically the ten to twenty years age group are included
in these activities and membership represents the first
formal participation on the part of the youth,

The interest evolving in this section is the
determination of the degree to which this type of par=-
ticipation is associated with later participation in

high school and adult group activities, Is there a
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tendency for those who participate at this level to be

more or less participant in later stages of development?
Are non-participants at this level also non-participant
in later life?

The hypothesis derived from the question is that
participants in youth (out of sEhool) activities will
be more participant in high school and adult activities
than non-participants. This statement of the hypothesis
does not presume youth club membership as the exclusive
precursor of participation in later activities but ra-
ther emphasizes the obwvious fact that there may be a
complex of motivational stimulants that result in mem-
bership in activities by individuals in any grouping or
classification. This opportunity-stimulation complex
(presence or absence of clubs plus the presence or ab-
sence ofstimulation) is ever present to determine indi-
vidual participation. But this analysis of sequential
participation assumes that the stimulatiom that resulted
jn the individuals first participation is rekindled and
results in a continual and growing stimulus to partici-
pate in a variety of activities within the context of
the individuals age and interest group. It is further
believed that membership itself tends to result in status
roles that provide expressive outlets stimulating fur-
ther development of the individual.

In making the comparison between participation
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in out of school youth activities with participation in
high school clubs, it was found that 79% of those who
had been members of youth clubs later participated in
high school extra-curricular activities. Among those
who failed to participate in the youth clubs, 71% be-
came participant in the high school activities (one
distinction should be noted in that athletic teams were
included in the high school activity group but not in
the out of school activities)., This difference is much
smaller than anticipated in the hypothesis and as such
tends to reject the hypothesis,

TABLE 9

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OUT OF SCHOOL PARTICIPATION
AND HIGH SCHOOL PARTICIPATION IN THE TWO SAMPLES

In Both Out of Not in Out of School
School and High Clubs but in High

School Clubs School Clubs
Midland 106 23
Saline 65 1l
Total Cases 216 59

When the chi-square statistic is applied to these
totals, the result falls between the .50 and .70 per=-
centile (Chapter5, Table 25), again less significant
than was anticipated. When the sample was analyzed
separately by sex, the male and female segments kach

had the same relationship betweem out of school partici-
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pation--high school participation as the total sample,
However, when a sort between farm and non-farm respon-
dents was analyzed, 81% of the farm youth who were
members of out of school clubs participated in high
school activities while 66% of those who had no out of
school memberships were active in high school clubs,
Among non-farm youth, 73% of those who had been active
in youth clubs were also active later im high school
clubs, but 76% who had not been in youth clubs were
later active in high school organizational activities.

The relationship between out of school club
participation and participation in adult activities was
more pronounced in the sample., In the total respondent
group, 65% of those who had been members of the various
youth clubs outside school were participant in adult
organizations and functions at the time of response,
while only 39% of those who had failed to participate
in out of school youth activities had become active in
the adult universe of organized activity at the time the
sample was drawn. The chi-square yields a significant
difference with the result falling between the .10 and
.05 percentiles (Chapter 5, Table 26).

The Midland sample exhibited a difference of
29% between the respondents having both youth out of
school and adult participation and those who had no
youth participation but entered adult activities while
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the Saline sample had a 25% difference both in favor of
the participants in out of school activities at the
youth level. Total males had 61% of their number with
membership in youth clubs followed by participation in

adult activities and 36% who entered adult activities
without having had youth club membership., Among fe-
male respondents, 68% had membership in both youth clubs
and later--adult clubs and organiz ations--while 37%
became active in adult affairs without the experiehce
of youth participation,

TABLE 10
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OUT OF SCHOOL

YOUTH PARTICIPATION AND PARTICIPATION
IN ADULT ACTIVITIES

Youth Participa- No Youth Participa-

tion and Adult tion but Adult

Participation Participation
Midland 99 1
Saline L2 7
Total Cases 218 57

Farm and non-farm respondents were compared
using the incidence of youth and adult participation
association, The farmm youth who had participated in
youth activities were 11% more active at the adult level
than non-farm youth, Those having had no experience
in youth activities were separated by 18% difference

with the farm group being again more active., The signi-
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ficant finding was in the comparative tendency for youth
club members and nonmembers to go into adult activities,
Among the farm respondents, 69% of those who had been
youth members were later active in adult activities,
while only 45% of those without youth club experience
were active at the adult level., In the non-farm group,
85% had been active in both youth and adult activities
while those who had no youth club participation record
were only 27% participant at the adult level,
TABLE 11
A COMPARISON OF THE PARTICIPATION LEVELS

OF FARM AND NON<FARM RESPONDENTS
AT MIDLAND AND SALINE

Youth Clubs and Not In Youth Clubs But

Origin Adult Clubs Active in Adult Work
Farm Youth 69% L5%
Non-farm Youth 58% 27%

The relationship between high school participa-
tion and participation at the adult age level was more
pronounced than the out of school-high school partici-
pation relationship but not so large as the out of school-
adult association, Females were more partiecipant than
males and farm respondents and more active in both high
school and adult levels than non-farm respondents, On}y
a slight difference occurred between the Midland and

Saline samples (Chapter 5, Table 27). (Tables 19 through
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27, Chapter5 show the chi-square values of each of several
participation tests,)

Only the rélationship between youth and adult
participation levels assumed significance in this study.
The other two factors tend to reject the stated hypo-
thesis on the basiw of insignificant differences; yet
the tendency &s toward more of those who were members
in youth activities to become active later than among
those who did not participate in youth activities.

These results suggest then that there is a ten-
dency toward sequential participation in this study but
that the only statistically significant tendency is be=-
tween participants in youth (out of school) activities
followed later by adult level participation. More re-
search is needed to determine both the specifics and the

significance of these tendencies,
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Hypothesis Number Four

That farm youth are less migrant (toward urban
areas) than rural non-farm youth,

The exploration to determine what happens to
rural youth logically includes the patterns of migration
among the samples, It will contribute to the purpose
of the study if these patterns in the modern era are
consistant with those of the past,

One of the most consistant migration tendencies
throughout the growth of this nation has been that of
rural people moving into the urban areas, The most
characteristic of this movement has been the urbanward
migration of rural people during times of economic well
being, The reversal of this pattern has been both re-
sult of and cause for continuation of some of our most
significant depressions,

Lively and Taeuber say of migration that:

The people of the United States are tradition-
ally restless, The resultant redistribution of the
population has signal influence upon many of the
nations basic programs such as those concerned with

land usg, education, public health, employment and
relief,

A review of the research on migrgtion points
up the importance which wgs attached to it during the
depression period of the 1930t's, Much of the research

7c. E. Lively and Conrad Taeuber, "Rural Migra-
tion in the United States™, W.P.A. Research Monogram,

XIX (1939), 1l.
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was governpent sponsored in an attempt to alleviate
through whatever means seemed necessary, the conditions
resulting from large numbers unemployed and drifting
in and out of cities, When employment in the cities
went down, migrants moved to the rural areas, only to
come back to the cities when employment picked up again.
The significant change, from an agricultural viewpoint,
rested W th the fact that what net migration from farms
occurred from 1930 to 1934 was ffom the major farming
areas, while what net migration to rural areas occurred
in the same period was toward the cutover or poor land
areas.8 The economic and social consequence of this
movement is still with us after two decades and finds
expression in the attempts to curb poverty or to expand
opportunity in the so called low income farm areas.
Characteristic of most migrations is the fact
that it occurs primarily among the young adult portion
of the population, Females, from the rural areas, are
consistantly more inclined to migrate to urban areas
than are the rural males, Speaking on the subjective
factors that influence migration, Lively and Taeuber
state that:
Some leave because of intolerance ., « o
migrants don't leave primarily because the level

of living where they are is low, but because some-
thing else looks better « + o the choice preceding

8Ibid., 16.



72
migration is not always a rational one, frequently
it consists of a comparison of_.poorly defined al-
ternatives and chance , . .9

In discussing migration in the United States,
Thornthwaite sta?es that:

In America, as elsewhere, migration is a pro-
cess which is dependent upon the establishment of
means of communication between areas havin§odiff-
erent intensities of population pressures,

This emphasizes the fact that current means of
transportation and communication may respectively keep
migrations involving short distances at a minimum and
tend to improve the knowiedge of more distant opportuni-
ties, But, "Mobility usually is a movement about an
area of polarization and involves only short distances", 1l

Smithlz, considers the importance of communi- |
cation in his Indianappolis study under the statement
fhat, "Formal media such as the Employment Servicevand
newspaper information p;éyed a minor role in job acqui-
sition"®, Subjects in his study listed contacts with

friends and relatives as the most important motivations

for job acquisition and migration to Indianappolis.

9bid., 80.

10c, warren Thornthwaite, Internal Migration In
the United States, (Philadelphis, Penn,, Univ, of Penn,
Press, 1934), 1. '

1lg, E. Lively, "Spatial Mobility of the Rursl
Population with Respect to Local Areas®, Americanm Joumn-
al ot Sociology, XLIII (July 1937), Introduction. ‘

12E1don D. Smith, "Migration and Adjustment Ex-
periences of Rural Migrant Workers in Indianappolis",
(Unpublished PH.,D. Thesis, Univ, of Wiscomsin, 1953).
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One must conclude then that the periods of eco-
nomic unrest are most productive of migrations, but at
the same time, there are current in any era certain
motivations that invite migration.

The current hypothesis of low level of migra-
tion from rural residence to urban areas is based two-
fold upon the ease of transportation trom place of resi-
dence to place of occupation and the current tendency
for living outside urban centers, especially among the
rural reared population, -

The current study considers migratiom from the
standpoint of place of longest residence during high
.school.' Residence changes within the rural catagories
of farm, nom-farm and rural.communities was not consi-
dered as migration out of rural areas. Rather, the
movement from any of these reéidence“catagories to the
suburbs or cities were regarded as migrations. This
is a deviation from the full definition of migration
what would include any change of residence trom one
pPlace to another, The adjusted definition is, hav ever,
consistant with the puyposes of the study. Also, present
fesidence only, as contrgsted to total changes ot—mesi-
d6RCe-—ORLYy—a8-contrasted Lo total—ehanszes ol residence
by respondents, is used as the measurement of migration,
The number of places lived at after high school is later

added to the data as contributive,
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A comparison of migrations to urban residence
between the Midland and Saline respondents reveals only
2% difterence., A total ot L6 out of 172 Midland respon-
dents migrated wnile 21 out of 87 Saline respondents
moved to the city or suburbs. Both samples were consis-
tant with migration tendencies in that more females,
both by number and by proportion, migrated to urban or
suburban centers. At Midland, the bulk of present resi-
dences centered about the farm and rural non-farm cata-
gories while the central tendency at Saline was famm
or rural community.

When the chi-square (Chapter 5, Tables 32 and
33) was applied to both male and female respondents when
both samples were grouped, the results reject the hypo-
thesis. The results trall between the.lOtand .90 per=-
centiles and percentage wise the rural farm respondents
were more migrant to urban areas than the non-farm re-
spondents though the difterences were small, Thus, when
the males and females in both samples were grouped to-
gether, the non-farm group was still slightly less mi-
grant than the farm reared respondents (Chapter 5, Table
31), When the results were computed according to sample,
the Midland sample showed the greatest tendency toward
migration, But the ditterences are still insignificant

(Chapter 5, Tables 34 and 35).

The number of places lived at since high school
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shows a somewhat different trend--principally in the
Midland sample, The rural group had 67% in the O or
one move classification while the rural non-farm group
had 60% in this minimum moves classification. In the
Saline sample, there was only 3% ditterence in farm
and rural non-farm groups, but the change from the Mid-
land sample is striking. Only LO0% of the farm reared
group and 43% of the rural non-farm reared group were
in the minimum moves classitication. This is roughly
20% less than the comparative group at Midland. This
means that in the present samples, the members of the
agricultural area sample were more residentially mobile
than the more diversified Midland sample, This appears
true for both farm reared and rural non-farm reared
classifications,
TABLE 12
THE ASSOCIATION BETWZEN HIGH SCHOOL PZRIOD RESIDENCE

AND THE NUMBER OF PLACES LIVED AT SINCE HIGH
SCHOOL AMONG THE MIDLAND RcSPONDENTS

Number of Moves L°ng°StH§§§ig§§§§1purlng

Rural Fam Rural Non-Farm

0 or 1 Move L1 20
2 or More Moves 20 13
Total Cases 61 33
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TABLE 13
THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL PZRIOD RHESIDENCE

AND THE NUMBER OF PLACES LIVED AT SINCE
HIGH SCHOOL AMONG SALINE R&SPOND&NTS

—_————————————

Longest Residence During
High School
Number of Moves

Rural Farm Rural Non-farm

0 or 1 Move 18 15
2 or More Moves 29 21
Total Cases L7 35

Ce Eo Lively has indicated that:

1. Rural farm population is most native and the
urban population is the least native to state
of residence,

2, Urban population is drawn from a wider geogra-
phical area than rural farm or rural non-famm,

3. Rural non-farm is between rural farm and urban
population in regards to nativety,

Lively further states that:

We may regard any local area as possessing a
certain polarizing power for its inhabitants,
Listed they include local economic opportunity,
supposed economic opportunity elsewhere, occupa-
tions to be followed, strength of family and ggoup
ties, differential rate of population growth,

The data not only rejects the hypothesis, but

on a less than significant basis, it reverses the anti-
cipated result, In the two samples studied, the rural

non-farm group is less migrant from an area standpoint

than the farm reared group.

1rively, op. cit., 89-102,
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Hypothesis Number Five

That the high achievers (as measured by par-
ticipation and grades) are more migrant than the low
achievers,

In the movement of rural youth to urban jdbs

and residence, the question obtains as to the relative

ability to achieve., Are the high achievers the most
migrant? Is the agricultural society composed of the

low achievers?

Many studies have explored the question., Many

have cited their evidence as proof that the farmers are

the less aggressive., Others are just as emphatic in

suggesting that the evidence is not proof. Martinson,

in a study of high school graduates in Minnesota, sought

to associate certain personality factors with the mi-
gration of rural youth. He concludes that:

In general, the results indicate that social

aggressiveness was an important factor in the com-
plex of influences in the migration of girls, while

academic achievement in high school and urban or-

iented interests were more important in the complex

of factors resulting in the migration of boys,
Smith and McMahan, in reviewing the migration

studies, hold that:

At the present time it is not well established,
but it appears that (1) The rural to urban migrasdion
processes select the extremes, the most intelligent
and the most stupid, where as the rural areas retain

14Martinson, op. cit., 102-110.

»
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the meansy, There may be no net qualitative gain

to either rural or urban areas. (2) It has not been

established that the rural to urban migrants are
more intelligent than non-migrants in spite of the
fact that intelligence test scores are usually
higher for migrants to urban areas,

They also suggest that:

One must be extremely cautious in projecting
or attaching validity to generalizations which
imply that the urbanization process selects the
most intelligent and leaves the dullards in rural
areas,

W. P, Mauldin relates that:

It was found that more than one=half of all those

studied migrate and the largest proportiion of mi-
grants came from the superior group .. e
Superior boys are much more strongly attracted to
cities than are any other groups, and they are
particularly drawn to metropolitan areas., Below
average boys are less likely to seeg the cities
than are the average boys . .

TABLE 14
THE ASSOCIATION BLTWEEZN HIGH SCHOOL GRADES
AND MIGRATION OUT OF THE RURAL AREAS
IN THE MIDLAND SAMPLE

Grade Averages
Present Residence

Males Females
Rural 2.1 2,1
Urban 2.1 203
Total Cases 87 82

157, Lynn Smith and C. A. McMahan, The Sociol-
ogy of Urban Life, (New York: Dryden Press, 1951),

ppo 334‘3“0.

16w, Parker Mauldin, "Selective Migration From
Small Towns", American Sociological Review, V, No, 5,

(1940), 748-758.
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There are no composite grade records computed
for the students in the Saline sample. The grades were
obtained for the Midland sample and averages were com-
puted to compare the migrants with non-migrants,

There was virtually no difference in the grade
point averages of those who migrated and those who did
not. The greatest difference was .2 in favor of migrant
girls over non-migrant girls. When the sorts were made
between area of residence, there again was no consis-
tant difference between grades of migrants and non-mi-
grants,

Data were collected in the study to associate
the high school participation level of respondents and
the migration out of the rural areas. There was mno
significant differences in the participation levels
of migrants and non-migrants., The female migrants were
slightly superior to non-migrants at Midland while the
male migrants at Saline were slightly more participant
than non-migrants.

When comparisons were made on the basis of
offices held in student organizations, there was no con-
sistant pattern of difference between migrant and non-
migrant,.

The results of this study are sufficient to
reject the stated hypothesis. They are also ineonsis-

tant with the findings of Martinsom and others,
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TABLE 15

THE ASSOCIATION BSTWZEN HIGH SCHOOL PARTICIPATION
AND MIGRATION OF RiSPONDENTS

Average Number of Activities
Participated In

Present Residence
Midland Saline

Males Females Males Females

Rural 105 107 308 ‘I-ol
Urban 1.5 2.3 .9 L.2
Total Cases 100 86 L L
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Hypothesis Number Six

That farm youth are not as mobile (occupation-
ally) as the non-farm rural youth,

This area of the present study seeks to deter-
mine the degree to which rural males move about in the
labor and professional occupations. Such information
will contribute to the knowledge of what happens to
rural youth and as such may contribute to the determin-
ation of certain extension programs,

There have been many fruitful studies in this
general area, Following are quotations from these stu-
dies as they contribute to the present compilation:

e e o Sons who migrate out of small or moderate
8ize communities are more likely to rise above their
parents' occupational status than sons who remain

in the home town,l7

A disproportionate number of boys are not only
hoping but expecting to enter the professions.
Actual}y the bulk of the high school graduates of
the past have entered, manual, clerical, or sales
jobs, It is highly probable that many will be dis-
appointed with the jobs that will actually be open
to then,

It is not possible to predict with accuracy
whether any one individual can succeed in a given
job o ¢ o Success is often achie ved & th medi-
ocre ability when there are strong motivations.l

The school is the most urban influence in the
rural community or neighborhood. To an amazing

17Richard Scudder and C. Arnold Anderson, "Mi-
gration and Vertical Occupational Mobility", American
Sociological Review, XIX (1954), 329-33A4. -

187outh and the World of Work, Bulletin: Social
Research Service, Last Lansing, Mich., (1949), pp. 20-22,
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degree it fails to prepare students for life in the
rural community, where the maiority of them are
certain to spend their lives, 9

The findings indicate that the larger a per=-
son's community of orientation (the community in
which he spent his teens), the more likely he has
been upward--mobile, This suggests a continuing
pattern of social mobility in which migrants to
metropolitan centers from rural areas or small ur-
ban communities take over the lower status positions,
while native urbanites move up in the occupational
structure.

More than three-quarters of them (respondents)
have worked in two or more communities; as many as
a third have held jobs in five or more areas.

The data clearly points to the role which ori-
ginal community background plays for residents of
large cities. Those coming from a rural background
are most likely to havs been manual workers for
most of their careers.<0

In examining the reasons given by graduates
stating why they changed occupations, advancement
is given by 21% while service no longer required
is also given by 21%. The remaining graduates
listed various reasons such as entering college,
financial, and marriage.<l

In the present study, the Midland farm reared

respondents are less job mobile than the rural non-famm
males by 13%. This result was obtained when the number
of jobs was broken into two catagories, those with two
or less and those with three or more. The chi-square
was applied to a breakdown into one job, two jobs, three
jobs and four or more jobs (Chapter 5, Table 39). The

result falls between the .20 and .30 percentiles, The

19smith and McMahan, op. cit., p. 31l.

20Seymore M. Lipset, "Social Mobility and Urban-
ization", Rural Sociology, XX, (Sept., 1955), 220-228,

2J-Stanley S. Smith, op. cite., Pe 4Ye
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result at Midland was considerably different from the
Saline results when the same methods were applied. The
non-farm males at Saline were less job mobile than the
Saline farm males by more than 20%. The number of cases
was smaller at Saline, The chi-square result was smaller
than in the case of Midland (Chapter 5, Table LO).
TABLE 16
THE RELATIONSHIP BLTWi:=N HIGH SCHOOL PERIOD

RiISIDSNCE AND THE OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY
OF MALES IN THE MIDLAND SAMPLE

Longest Residence During High School
Number of Jobs

Rural Fam Rural Non-farm
1l or 2 Jobs L1 20
3 or More Jobs 17 15
Total Cases 58 35
TABLE 17

THE RELATIONSHIP BETW:EN HIGH SCHOOL PXRIOD
RESIDiNCE AND THE OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY
OF MALSS IN THE SALINE SAMPLE

Longest Residence During High School
Number of Jobs

Rural Fam Rural Non-fam
1l or 2 Jobs 11 15
3 or More Jobs 12 5
Total Cases 23 20

The two samples were grouped togehher and the
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result was almost evenly divided with the farm group
having a 1% advantage over the non-farm group as to
job mobility., The chi-square was of course insigni-
ficant (Chapter 5, Table 38),

These results would tend to indicate that there
are factors of community and opportunity that are more
significant than place of residence in the influences
that result in occupational mobility of rural youth,
The data tend to rejeet the hypothesis; but there is
an indication that place of residence at the high school

age is associated with occupational mobility at Midland.
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Hypothesis Number Seven

That the more participant will tend to enter
more prestigeful occupations than the less participant,
It has been stated that one of the less test=-
able hypotheses of this study is the effort to deter-
mine the degree to which rural youth continue the de-
velopment of talents after high school. It is suggested
that the challenge of the present hypothesis will con-
tribute to this generalization., The prior hypothesis
on job mobility also contributes indirectly. We are
here concerned with establishing the degree of consis-
tancy with which achievement and social aggressiveness
are associated with entry into prestigeful occupations.
For the purposes of this study, occupations were
broken down into three catagories. These include fam-
ing and other owned business; industrial, mechanical
or other hourly labor, and technical, business or pro-
fessional positions., The first and last classifications
are included as the more prestigeful occupations, since
they involve ownership or highly responsible positions.
The Midland sample again is the only one for
which the composite high school grade averages are avail-
able, Males only are included in this area of the study.
The grade averages of 1.0 to 2.2 were included as the
lower achievers and the grades of 2.3 to 4.0 were used

as higher achievers,
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TABLE 18
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL GRADE

ACHIEVEMENT AND THE OCCUPATIONS OF
MIDLAND MALE RESPONDENTS

— o

Occupations Low Achievers High Achievers

Farming or Other Owned

Business 7 L
Industrial, Mechanical

Other- Labor 38 17
Technical, Business or

Professional 6 8

Total Cases 51 29

There were 74L% of the lower achievers employed
in what has been termed the lower prestige occupations;
while 58% of the higher achievers were in this classi-
fication, When the chi-square test was applied (Chapter
5; Table 37) the result was insignificant between the
.30 and .50 percentiles, This would reject the stated
hypothesis despite the differences cited percentage wise,

If the prestige level of the occupation held
can be ueed as one criterion of talent development or
lack of it; then two significant factors are derived
from this result, First; 58% of those in the high
achievers classification are in lower job classifications
than their high school performance predicted for them,
The second is that of the high percentage of the lower
achievers in the lower job classifications. There is

reason to believe that many could improve their effect-
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iveness through proper training and counseling. It has
previously been suggested that there is room for in-
creased effort toward improving both low and high achiev-
ers through identifying and analyzing their aptitudes,
It has also been suggested that mentality and particu-
larly scholastic achievement is a rather insufficient
measure of abilities. The Education Policy Commission
comments that:

A considerable proportion of the potential
abilities of gifted individuals is at present-lost
to society through underdevelopment, underuse, or
misuse., Some of this waste is attributable to eco=-
comic barriers to educational and vocational oppor-
tunities, Some is caused by social attitudes that
tend to lower both incentives and opportunity for
gifted children of families with low socio~-economic
status, Some loss results from mental illness and
emotional maladjustment, And some hukan talent is
wasted because the-schools fail to identify, to
challenge, to hold, or to Sducate adequately some
of their gifted students.?

Featherstone also comments relative to the slow

leamer:

In conclusion, the most important and conclusive
thing we know about slow learmers is this, Given
an opportunity and a kind of guidance and instruct-
ion that is well adjusted to his capacities and his
rate and pattern of development, the slow learner
can and does arrive at maturity as a well adjusted
well behaved, self supportimng, cooperative and con-
tributing member of the community,<3

22Education Policies Commission, Education of '
the Gifted", The Education Digest, XVI, No. & (Dec.,1950),
1-3,

23w, B, Featherston, "What Can We Do-About Slow
Learners?", The Education Digest, XVI, No, 8, (April,
1951), 17-%0,
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Results of the comparison of participation
levels are similiar to those using the grade achieve-
ment, In the Midland sample; males in the lower par-
ticipation level had 77% of their members in the lower
prestige jobs while L45% of the higher participant group
were in the same job classification, There was a small-
er difference in the Saline sample; L43% of the low par-
ticipants and 38% of the high participants, The chi-
square test; when applied to the grouped participation
sample; yields a significant product between the ,02
and .05 percentiles (Chapter 5; Table 36). The Midland
sample exhibits a greater extreme between the low and
high participants,
TABLE 19

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PARTICIPATION LEVEL
AND OCCUPATIONS ENTERED BY MALE RESPONDENTS

Participation Levels

Ocaupations
Midland Saline
Low High Low High

Farming,and Other Owned

Business 7
Industrial, Mechanical,
Other Labor L7 9 7 8
Technical, Business or
Professional 7 7 2 9
Total Cases 61 20 1l 21

The data makes the stated hypothesis accept-

able and shows tendencies that suggest there is some
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relationship between the achievement and participation
levels and the occupation classification of respondents

in this sample, There is more evidence that this is

true at Midland than at Saline,
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Hypothesis Number Eight

That 4-H and F.F.A, members will be more likely
to reside in the rural areas after high school then
non-members,

An attempt was made in this study to find out
what association there might be between the'membership
in 4~H clubs or Future Farmers of American work and
the staying in famming or residing in the rural areas,
Do these activities have an effect upon the decisions
of the youth who participate; does membership influence
their choice of occupation and residence? _

Three tests were made in this reference, One
was the investigation of the present residence of for-
mer members, This test is the direct reference to the

hypothesis, A second test was made to determine the

present occupation of former members; and a third test
was made to associate college entrance with membership
in these organizations, Only the male respondents are
used in these teéts,

When the samples were computed separately, only
the non-member group at Midland showed a definite trend
for an association between migration and non-membership
in the sample, Both members and non-members were slight-
ly more inclined to move out of the rural areas at Saline
than at Midland. When the chi-square test was applied
to the samples (Chapter 5; Tables 42 and 43) the results
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were less than significant. These date then tend to
reject the hypothesis,
TABLE 20

THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN MEMBERSHIP IN 4-H AND F,F.A.
AND PRESENT RESIDENCE OF RESPONDENT MALES

Midland Saline
Present Residence
Members Non-  Members Non~
members members
Rural ' 37 30 16 15
Urban 5 13 5 L
Total Cases L2 43 21 19

Thé next test applying to the present hypothe=-
sis, is that of the occupational trends among members
and non-members, This is based upon a sub-hypothesis
that members will become engaged in agriculture at
greater rates than non-members., There are many factors
beyond the fact of membership in these two rural ori-
ented programs that influence the decisions of rural
youth, The trends of the times; social; economic; cul-
tural; all influence the selections., Beegle and Thaden
have reported these factors that will play an important
part in the direction of rural youth:

- The number of farms in Michigan decreased by
32,000 (17%) during the decade with only two north-

ern counties showing an actual increase (Alcona and
Oscoda), In general, the percentage losses were

greatest in the northern sections of the state and
in the major metropolitan areas. This loss occurred
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at a more rapid rate during the last half of the
decade, Some of the loss is attributable to the
change in the census definition of farms,

The availability of urban employment, coupled
with economic prosperity, serve to stimulate the
migration of farmers in Michigan. High levels of
industrial production and high wage rates were
sufficient to lure many farmers from their farms,
At the same time, economic prosperity permitted the
remainder of farmers to buy additional equipment
and expand their farming operations,

e« o o the farm-operator level of living index in-
creased by 36% between 1940 and 1950, In general,
those areas with the lowest indexes in 1940 exhib-
ited the larger increases in level of living during
the decade came in those areas which experienced
the heaviest rural population losses,

Beegle and Thaden report in the text that a
larger percentage of the farms in all economic areas
of the state reported cash wage expenditures at the
end than at the beginning of the period. The vo;ume
of wage expenditures; however; declined 20%. They re-
port that a 79% increase in number of farms with tract-
ors occurred with an increase of 125% in total number
of tractors in the state., They further note that de-
spite an increase in most crop yields, there was only
a slight increase in the value of farm products in the
decade,

On migration; the authors report that the north-
ern; less industrialized; areas of the state experienced

an out-migration both from rural areas and from urban

243, Allen Beegle and J.F, Thaden, "Population
Change in Michigan, With Special Reference to Rural
Urban Migration, 1§h0--1950", (Dept. of Sociology and -
Anthropology, M.S.C. Ag. Exp. Sta., East Lansing, Mich.),
Pe 27,
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centers, This area includes all the state north of a
line running roughly from Saginaw to Muskegon. The
rural parts of the remainder of the state gained through
net migration.

Because of the small samples; the respondents
at Midland and Saline were grouped into one table for
the test of association between L-H and F.F.A. member-
ship and the present occupation. It was also impossi-
ble, because of the smallness of the sample; to test
the 4-H and F.F.A. membership separately, The sample
was, therefore; divided into those who had had no member-
ship in either 4-H or F,F.A. and those who had been mem-
bers of one or both., The result of the chi-square
(Chapter 5, Table 44) is significant at the .01 per-
centile and as such proves the sub hypothesis that there
is an association between membership in these organi-
zations and entrance into farming,

Hugh Bartley found thk following characteris-
tics among students who had been in vocational agricul=-

ture:

Those who remained in‘farming came from larger
and more productive farms, had fewer brothers and
sisters, had more cases of fathers deceased, en-
joyed better parental working relationships, belonged
to families which had had a greater prosperity on
the farm and were more likely to have married a famm

girl,25

25Hugh J. Bartley, "A Follow Up Study of Pupils
Enrolled in Vocational Agriculture in the High School At
Mason"; (Unpublished M.A. Thesis, Dept, of £ducation,
M.S4Ce, 1942),
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The final test applying to this hypothesis is
an effort to associate membership in the two organiza-
tions with college entrance, It is suggested that the
more or less personalized attention given in these two
organizations should result in certain outward exposures
and special attention toward college entrance, In re-
view?ng several studies on former vocationsll agricul-
ture, it was found that roughly 35% of those who had
received the highest state award, the State Farmer De-
gree, had entered cdllege. Thig group is selective and
would compare to high achievers,

TABLE 21

THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN 4-H AND F.F,A, MEMBERSHIP
AND COLLEGE ENTRANCE OF RESPONDENT MALES

Midland Saline
College
Entrance Non- Members Non- Members
nlembers members
Went to College 22 11 14 5
Did Not Go to
College 31 35 8 16
Total Cases 53 L6 22 21

The members of the two organizations in this
sample were less likely to go to college than the non-
members were, This data then rejects the hypothesis
(Chapter 5; Table 45). Twenty-four percent of the mem-
bers went to collete while non-members in this sample

had 48% going to college, This assumes importance for
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extension workers if the same tendency is found on a
wider scale,

The data tends to reject the stated hypothesis
in this section although there are specific trends in
areas of origin, At Midland, there was an observed
association between membership and remaining in the
rural areas while the Saline respondents were more likely
to move away from rural areas, The tests support the
sub hypothesis that membership is associated with re-
maining in agriculture; but reject the sub hypothesis

that membership is associated with college entrance,
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Hypothesis Number Nine

That the more aggressive (as measured by par-
ticipation) will enter college at greater rates than
the less aggressive,

An attempt was made in the present study to
determine the association between participation levels
and college attendance., The partieipation in all high
school extra curricular activities form one test of
the hypothesis while the officeholding experience of
respondents forms a second test,

TABLE 22

THE ASSOCIATION OF MEMBERSHIP IN EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES AND COLLEGE ENTRANCE BY

RESPONDENTS
College Members Non-members
Entered College 71 15
Did Not Enter College 138 51
Total Cases 209 66

In this sample; 34% of the respondents who par=-
ticipated in extracurricular activities went on to col-
lege as opposed to 23% of the nonparticipants, The chi-
square test result falls between the ,30 and ,50 per=-
centiles and is less than significant (Chapter 5; Table
h6): The evidence does show a slight tendency in favor

of the hypothesis, however,
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The test of association between officeholding
experience and college entrance among respondents is
more pronounced, There was a 46% of those who had held
offices entering college as against 24% of those who
had not held office. The chi-square result falls above
the .30 percentile level (Chapter 5; Table 47).

TABLE 23

THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN OFFICEHOLDING EXPERIENCE
AND COLLEG= ENTRANCE ON PAKT OF RESPONDENTS

College Held Office Held No Office
Entered College L2 LU
Did Not Enter College L8 141
Total Cases 90 185

The results of these tests show that there is
a significant tendency for the high participants to
enter college in greater proportion then do the non-
participant., This would reject the hypothesis, There
is, however, a significant tendency for the officeholders
to be more likely to enter college than those who held
no offices in high school. Using these two factors as
evidence of aggression; there is no consistant trend

toward college entrance on part of respondents in this

sample.
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CHAPT:R IV

OTHER FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

Fin s

Any fruitful research results in findings that
may indicate nceds for further research, Some of these
findings may be anticipated while others may become
evident as the study proceedes, Some come from ori-
ginal hypotheses that are rendered unusable for lack
of or incomplete evidence in the process of data gather-
ing.

The present study has its fair share of these
findings. They are presented as usefu; areas needing
further thought; refinement; and proof.

Farm Youth Entering Farm Or
Farm Related Occupations

Early in the study; a generalized hypothesis
was made that farm youth would enter farm or farm re-
lated occupations., This hypothesis was useful in con-
struction of the instrument; but as stated it fell short
of the requirements of a provable hypothesis in the
scientific sense, When the data were computed, the

small number of respondents entering such occupations
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suggested that there was insufficient numbers to draw
conclusions of wvalidity, The anticipated difference in
percentages returning to farm related fields from the
two areas of the study show up even in the small numbers
and only suggest further study.

At Saline, the typical agricultural area, 3h%
were engaged in farmming or farm oriented occupations,
Of a total of 23 fam respondents; 7 or 30% were working
on fams or owning farms (part time farmers were included
as farm oriented job holders). At Midland, an area of
lesser farmming opportunity, only l4% were engaged in |
faming, part time farmming, or other farm related work,
Only five; out of a respondent group of 60 farm reared
men had become farmers, In both places; a far greater
percentage indicated that they were living on farms
without listing farm occupations,

There were no instances in this study in which
farm boys had pursued the occupations of agricultural
teachers, researchers; or extension workers, It had
been anticipated that there would be some out of the
respondent group of 83 farm boys who would follow these
professions, Less than five had attended college short
courses in agriculture. One can only conclude that the
motivation of local occupations was greater than the
motivation to seek employment in agricultural profess-

ions in the group studied.
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Which Son Enters Farming?

There was a desire throughout the study to lo-
cate any trends or tendencies that would indicate which
son enters farming as an occupation, Again; the number
of respondents who did become farmers was too small to
form conclusions, It is interesting though that out
of the total of sixteen who have become fanmers; thir-
teen were Qither only sons or were the youngest son in
the family, This leaves only three out of gixteen in
the class?fication of middle or oldest sons as fam
operators,

Eldon Smithl in his Indianapolis study found
evidence that "younger members of the farm family are
more likely to continue in farming; the older members
are more likely to move into urban employment",

With the opportunity for farm ownership decreas-
ing; this might be a fruitful area of study. We are
far removed from the age in which there was enough land
for as many farm sons as chose to do so could either
obtain a farm for themselves or share the farm operation
with parents or other relatives. There are specific
personality and psychological factors that could be
measured in regards to the effect of numerical posi-

tion upon the choice of career in agriculture,

1Eldon D, Smith, op. Cite, Pe 574
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Occupations of Rural Reared Females

With the inte?est extension has in both rural
girls and rural women, an effort was made to determine
what types of occupations the rural girls would enter,
The untestable hypothesis that rural females enter tem-
porary occupations rather than professional occupations
was formed early in the study,

There were 76 Midland and 39 Saline female re-
spondents who had either worked for a short time after
completing high school or were employed at the time of
the study. Sixty-four Midland and 30 Saline respondents
had beédn employed in the temporary occupation classi-
fication, As was anticipated; the great majority of
these were secretarial positions with a very small num-
ber in industrial or other labor classifications,

The information in regards to female occupations
was sought in the belief that it would contribute to
the direction of some L-H and Home Economics programs
in the rural areas, It would also be helpful in future
research to determine the length of time that the rural
female remains employed, One of the persistant problems
in Home Economics Extension work is the inability to
reach the young housewife with the programs that are
available., An indication of the job classification,
length of time employed; and number employed out of the

rural fewale group would contribute to the understanding
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of the problenm,

It has been earlier stated that it might be
worthwhile to promote more professional occupations
among the females, The contribution of the housewife
and mother to the nature of each generation is of great
magnitude, The current culture accepts the employment
of females as a matter of course, Why then is it not
advisable to encourage further development of the apti-
tudes of females, both tor the contribution they could
make to society in general and in the improvement of
their inairect contrioution through preparation ot
children for adulthood. This contribution is possible
without undue strain upon the homemaker-motherhood role
if a new concept of time on the job and wage adjustments

for women can be thought out,

Whom Do Rural Youth Marry?

There was formulated a working hjpothesis that
marriage occurs more frequently between rural reared
indi%iduals tigen between one rural reared and one urbpan
reared'indiviauél. This hypothesis would yield informa-
tion relative to the need for assistance in adjustment
problems in the household if the frequency of opposite
background were significant, Girls programs might bene-
fit if consistant predictability were observed (as well

as adult home economics programs).
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Out of 79 cases of marriage involving rural
reared males at Midland, 32 or 40% married urban reared
girls, In 77 marriages involving rural reared girls in
the Midland sample, 26 or 33% married urban reared males.,
The proportion of females migrating to urban centers of
residence, however, was greater than among males at Mid-
land. The percentages of marriages involving urban
reared spouses dropped sharply at Saline, Twenty-four
percent of the males and 17% of the females found their
help meet in the urban areas, Since more females than
males migrated to the urban centers at Saline as well
as at Midland and since rural males married rural girls
more frequently than urban ones, it seems to indicate
that more than half of the rural homemakers were reared
in the nonurban centers, It was found that a greater
percentage of respondents at Midland have married than
at Saline,

The trend for females to be more migrant than
males in this study follows the pattern cited by C.A.
McMahan., He reviewed a number of migration studies and

concluded thatg

These studies generally support earlier find-
ings with regard to net migration. o o (1) Mi-
grants are predominantly young people; (2) Female
migrants tend to outnumber male migrants in the
movement to urban areas,2

2C, A, McMahan, Bulletin Reviews, Rural Socio-
logy, XX, (March, 1955}, 78,
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More research would be helpful to determine if
these are significant trends, in that it becomes signi-
ficant programwise to understand the variation in back-
ground »f the homemakers who enter the extension home

economics activities,

Does High School Curricula Predict Occupation?

Earlier studies prompted an investigation of
the degree to which students became emplbyed in tields
related to their high school choice of curricula, It
also raises the question of the importance of indicating
a curricular preference at the high school level,

The Saline school records did not include curri-
cular indications which left only the Midland respond-
ents as source material, In a total of 74 male respond-
ents who had entered four major curricular tields, 52
entered fields of employment related to that curricula
while 22 had entered nonrelated fields., There were
61 females who were employed in related fields as against
12 in the nonrelated fields. The majority of the girls
had entered the commercial or the college preparatory
curricula, with slightly more than 50% of the college
preparatory group actually enrolling in college. Fifty-
three percent of the boys who had emrolled in agriculture
in high school were employed outside of agriculture
while 70% of the rural males who enrolled in college

preparatory courses later enrolled in college.
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Stanley S. Smith3 found that personal interest
and love of the work was the most frequently cited in-
fluence as aiding the choice of occupation. Respondents
in his Dearborm study listed necessity next most often,
then tollowed influence of parents and teachers and
desire for an education., Personal ability, promotion
and former training were last om the list of influences,
These indicate the variety of motivations, in addition
to high school curricula, that help tormulate the de-

cision on occupations,

Group Participation by Rural Reared Youth

Two items on the questionnaire dealt with the
participation of the respondents in out of school youth
activities and their adult participation after high
school, The rate of participation has been recorded
in earlier chapters of this study, But there is turther
interest here in the types of activities that rural
youth participate in both as children and as adults,

In the Midland sample, 43% of the male respond-
ents and 46% of the female respondents had been members
of 4-H Clubs was greater among the farm boys and girls
than among rural non-farm and rural community youth,
Participation in scout activities was greater on part

of the rural community youth than either farm or rural

3stanley S, Smith, op. cit., 43
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non-farm boys and girls, The trends at Saline were
approximately the same as at Midland and in both places,
the most consistant membership pattern throughout was
the participation in church youth activities. Slightly
more than 50% of the Saline sample and slightly less
than 50% of the total Midland sample had participated
in the wvarious church youth clubs in their areas,

The adult participation shows similiar trends
in membership in church activities, In only one classi-
fication (Midland rural non-farm temales who were more
active in P.,B.A. and youth club leadership) was there
any activity that drew more members than church sponsored
activities, However, it was found that the percentage
participating as adults was much lower than the percen-
tage who had participated as rural youth, This does
not mean that they were less diligent in church atten-
dance as adults since the question referred to member-
ships in church clubs, church government, or church
recreation rather than just church membershipe.

Less than one-fourth ot the males in the Midland
sample of farm males had become members of adult farmer
organizations while almost halt of the Saline male farm
respondents became members, Including the total samples
at each place, one in eight at Midland and ome in tour
at Saline had become active in the adult farmer organi-

gsations,.
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Females in both samples were more active than
males in the Parent Teacher and youth club leadership
roles, The highest rate of participation in tnese acti-
vities was among the temales at Midland and when they
were sorted according to area, the rural non-tam resi-
dence group was clearly the most participant. Fifty
percent of these women nad become active in these atfairs
connected with the rearing and training ot youth; this
is a signiticant tinding it applicabie in proader areas
in which extension serves,

In both the Saline and tne Midland sample, there
were significant numbers not active in adult activities
in their communities. This is partially explainable in
the tact tnat they comprise the youngest adult group
and as such nave not all assumed the adult partRcipation
roles, Approximately one-third ot the respondents were
not active in adult organizations.

Respondents were asked to answer the question
"What help woula you have liked to have received, out
did not, in preparing yourself for an occupation?®,
No clues were indicated as to the type of answerAdesired;
in a sense, the respondent was on his own to comment
as he saw fit, It seems highly signiticant, therefore,
that more than tifty of the 276 respondents made mention
ot the desire for more and better counseling at tne high

school level, In essence they are saying that, "We need



-~



108
the help of interested, consciencious people in the
selection of and training for an occupation®™, As vol-
untary expressions, they seem to indicate tnhe respond-
ents are aware ot the opportunities they might have had
under ditterpent circumstances ot training and prepara-
tion,

It is turther significant that the temales in
the study were more inclined than males to memtion the
need for specitic courses or training as opposed to the
males iisting the generalized need tor counsel, Females
in maﬁy cases indicated a need for more budgeting, child
care, meal planning and other household sciences,

These are tne major non-hypothesis tindings in
this study. It was also tound that there was very iittle
admission of any dissatistaction with job and community
have been ordaerly tfor the most part, There is some
indication that for some individuals, the experience and
training in the armed torces was helptul in obtaining
civiiian jobs, Among those who entered coliege, there
was a very wide variation in the high school scholastic
achievement.resulting in the assumption that motivation
at a given moment oif decision and diligence in pursuit of
goals may be more important factors in corlege entrance

and success than grades received in high schooly
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Conclusions

This study has explored the difterential achieve-
ment and dispersion of two samples ot Michigan rural
youth, It has sougnht to answer the question, "What hap-
pens to rural youth?", It's goal has been to contripbute
to the knowledge and unaerstanding oir the direction our
rural youth tollow in an age and area of rapid industrial
expansion and agricultural evoiution, in order that the
Extension Service, in considering such trends as might be
eviadent in this and other research, can better estabiish
and maintain useful and meaningful programs for the
youth it serves,

It has been increasingly obvious that farm oriented
occupations, especially farming itself, offers a decreasing
number of jobs for rural reared youth, The result is
that rural youth in young adulthood must move away from
their native areas (in substantial numbers) and enter
strange occupations, In so doing, certain adjustments
are called for and there is some loss of potential talent
among those who are so dispersed. This report concludes
that the Extension Service, in order to render.the max-
imum contribution to maturing rural youth, must blend
into its agriculturally traditional programs a substant-
ial outward-looking concept that embraces the need for

maximum opportunity for the development of aptitudes
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for useful service outside of agriculture as well as
within, Extension has an obligation and challenge to
assist the orderly selection and training of rural youth
for non-farm pursuits, as well as maintaining stimulating
programs for those who make the choice to stay in agri-
culture.

There is some evidence in this study, and sub-
stantial evidence in other studies, that much of the
potential talent exhibited by youth does not reach matur-
ity in adulthood. This results both from failure to
identify the potential and lack of opportunity for devel-
opment in the home, school, and community of origin.

It is the conclusion of this study that maximization of
counseling and opportunity to explore occupational oppor-
tunities will contribute to improvement of these circum-
stances and that the Extension Service should become a
participating agent in this effort with the youth it
serves., Extension can become one of the prime agents

in a motivational complex leading to the necessary mi-
gration out of agriculture.

Many of the findings in this study are in sub-
stantial agreement with previous research. Among them
are: (1) females are higher academic achievers than
males, (2) females are more socially participant than
males, (3) females are more migrant than males, (4) high
achievers --by high school grades--and high participants

were classified in more prestigeful occupations than
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than low achievers and low participants, (5) that a
higher percentage of 4-H and F.F.A. members than non-
members were occupied in farm and farm related occupations,

Results obtained in this study suggest that there
is only a small percentage of rural reared youth making
the extreme shift from rural to urban residence in in-
dustrial Michigan, Rather, in keeping with current
trends, the evidence shows a higher percentage of farm
to rural non-farm or rural community moves by respondents
in the two samples, This would suggest less extreme
and more orderly adjustments than would be presented
in the traditional farm to urban migrations,

There is little evidence in this study to indi-
cate any substantial differences in the dispersion of
youth reared in agricultural areas as opposed to those
reared in rural areas of less agricultural stature.

From this evidence we may conclude that, for the types

of area represented by the samples, only a minimum of
variations in approaching extension rural youth programs
will be necessary. As an observation it is, however,
suggested that programs in such areas will necessarily
vary from those in the less industrialized areas of the
state and of course, in the urban areas. There is,
however, in this study, evidence leading to the conclusion
that rural youth enrolling in urban high schools are
proportionately less participant than rural youth enter-
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ing rural oriented high schools, This would suggest
that these rural youth in urban high schools are faced
with a sequence of felt, supposed, or real dbarriers that
retard or frustrate orderly transition,

We may conclude upon evidence cited in this and
other research, that youth are in the main attracted
to the opportunities existant in the area of origin
and rearing. Except in instances surrounding dire need,
the major proportion of young people pass up the less
familiar opportunities away from home despite promise
of greater opportunity and reward. For this reason
(and lack of understanding and stimulation) many rural
young men are shtisfied with the rewards of their first
or early employment and fail to extend their aptitudes
and talents to maturity. It is in exposing these rural
youth to an increasing number of out-ef-agriculture
opportunities that extension.can continue to combribute

to their transition and adjustment,



113

CHAPTER V

STATISTICAL TABLES=--CHI-SQUARE TESTS

The procedure for computation of the chi-squ re

in this study is as follows:

1. The observed frequency and the total universe

2

3e

L.

Se

Te

were placed in adjacent columns,

Percentages of the universe falling into each
catagory were computed.,

The percentages were multiplied by the total
number of observed frequencies to obtain the
theoretical frequencies in each catagory,

The difference between observed and theoretical
frequencies was computed,

The difference-in observed and theoretical fre-
quencies was squared for each catagory in the
column,

The square of this difference was divided by the
theoretical frequency for each catagory.

The products of the above division were totaled
to get the chi-square figure which was then re-
lated to the percentiles of the chi-square dis-
tribution, according to the degrees of freedom
in the problem, to obtain the relative signifi-
cance,

The following symbols were used in these com-

putations:

fo---the observed frequency

u--=--the universe

ft---the theoretical frequency

df---the degrees of freedom

X2a-athe chi-square figure

p---=the percentile of chi-square distribution to

which the result corresponds
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The first 18 tables in this chi-square series

are tests of bias between the observed sample and the
total universe, The remainder of the tables are asso-
ciation tests between the observed frequencies in chal-
lenge of the various hypotheses. The figure P refers

to the percentile of the chi-square distribution,

fo u % ft  fo-ft (fo-fe)2 (fo-fe)?

able 10 16 42 803h 1058 2,49 00299

8
70 lhz 7 074 73.99 ‘3099 15092 00215
19 32 12.84 16,67 2,16 4,67 0.280

Totals 99 190 100 99 X2eee 0,794
dofo‘°2 p-“o7o p 050

Table 2 3 9 12 3,55 =0,550 0.30 0.685
- 61 1lih 66,05 56,80 4,19 17.58 0.309
22 65 29,81 25,64 -=3,6Lk 13,27 0.519

Totals 86 218 100 86 x2--0,912
d.f.--2 p--070 p 050

Table 3 36 67 35.07 35.07 0.92 0.85 0,024
6L, 124 64,92 64,92 -0.92 0,85 0.013

Totals 100 191 100 100 %X22=0,037
d.f.-"’l p--.90 p 080

Table § 19 53 24.31 20.90 =1.90 3.63 0.173
: 67 165 75.68 65.09 1,907 3.63  0.055

Totals 86 218 100 86 X22-0,229
defe==1 p-=-.70 p 50



Table 5

Totals

Table 6

Totals

Table 7

Totals

Table 8

Totals

Table 9

Totals

Table 10

Totals

19
39
21

86

79
21

100

63
23

86

5ol

100

63
10
86

191

23
88
55
22

218

162
29

191

174

218

162
13
16

191

174
20
218

%

35.07
38,21
18,32

8.37

99.98
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ft  fo-ft (fo-fe)2 (fo-fe]?

35.07 0.92 0.85 0.024
38,21 1.78 3,17 0.083
18032 ’1032 1075 00095
8037 -1037 1089 0.226

99.98 %20, 428

dofo--B p“‘095 P 090

24431
1,0.36
25.23
10.09

100

20,90 =1.90 3.64 0,174
24,71 4.28 18,36 0.529
21,69 ~0.69 0,48 0.022
8067 '1067 2.81 0.32h

86 "~ x2.-1.050

d.f.--l p“.80 p .70

8L.81
15,18

100

84081 -5081 33.82 00398
15.18 5.81 33.82 = 2,227

100 x2aa2,626

d.f.-"’l p--.20 p .10

79.81 68.6A ‘5.6& 31.83 0.463
20,18 17.35 5.64 31.83 1.833

100

84,81
6.80
8.37

100

86 x2-=2,297

84.81‘ ‘5081 33.82 0.398
6.80 1.19 1.42 0.209
8.37 ko622 21.37 2.55

100 X2-=3,159

defe--2 p-=30p .10

79.81
11.01

9.17
100

68¢6h -5064 31083 00k63
9.6 3,53 12.46 1.316
7.89 2,11 Lk.5  0.56L4

86 X2an2 341

d.f;-z pP-=50 p 30
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Table 11

Totals

Table 12

Totals

Table 13

Totals

Table 14

Totals

Table 15

Totals

Table 16

Totals

fo

Ll
L5

L2
L

23
10

L5

18
27

L5

27
17

Lb

u

5
68

73

88

32
L1

73

ok
37

91

116

% ft fo-ft (fo-fe)2 (fo-fe)2

6.8, 3,08 0.918 0.84 0.273
93.15 41,91 -0.918 0.84 0.020

100 45 x2--0,293
d.fo--l p“"o?o P 050

3.29  1.45 0.5, 0.30 0.207
96,70 42,54 =0,54 0,30 0.007

100 L6 , x2-=0,214
d.f.-"l p-"’07o p .50

6.84 3,08 0.91 0.82 0,273
20.514’ 9.211- “lozllr 105 00168
L9.31 22,19 0.80 0,65 0.029
23.28 10,48 =0.48 0.23 0.022

100 L5 %X2==0,493
dofo--3 P—-095 P 090

3.29 145 0055 0,30 0.208
10098 l+083 "3 083 llfo?O 3-0‘&1
63.73 28,04, 2,95 8,73 0.311
21.97 9.67 0.32 0.10 0.011

100 LL Xz—-30572
dofo""'B p--.50 P 030

L3.83 19.72 -=1.72 2.97 0,151
56,16 25,27 1.72 2,97  0.117

100 L5 X2=en0,268
dofo-"l P—-.?O P 050

59.34 26,10 0.89 0,79 0,030
l|'006 17089 "'0089 0.79 Ooollli'

100 L4 %x2--0,074
dofo"-l P--.80 P 070
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fo u % ft fo-ft (fo-fe)? (fo-fe)?

Table 17 18 32 43,83 19.72 =-1.72 2,97 0.151
1 24 32,87 1k.79 =0.79 0.63 0.042

11 14 19.17 8.63 2,37 5.61 0.650

2 3 4,10 1.85 0.15 0.02 0.012

Totals 45 73 100 45 x2-=0,856
dofo"'-B p"-090 P 080

Table 18 27 54 59.34 26,11 0,89 0.79 0.030
11 23 25,27 11.12 =0.,12 0,01 0.001

Totals 44 91 100 L. X2==0,119
defe==2 p==¢95 p .90

Table 19 106 130 70,27 102,59 3.4 11.56 0.112
ho 55 29073 h3039 -30h 11.56 0.266

Totals 146 185 100 145.98 %x22-0,379
d.f.—-l P--o70 P 050

Table 20 65 83 92,22 6L¢55 b5 .20 0,003
5 7 787 545 ok «20 0.036

Totals 70 90 100 70
d.f.--l p-—.90 p .80

Table 21 99 113 61,08 90,40 8,60 73.96 0.818
L9 72 38,91 57.60 -8.60 73.96 1.284

Totals 148 185 100 148 %X22=2,102
d.fo--l p--.20 p .10

Table 22 42 L9 S5L.44 38,11 3.88 15,12 0.396
28 L1 L45.55 31.88 =3.,88 15.12 047k

Totals 70 90 x2.-0,871

&99.-170p--.50 P 30
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Table 23 §3
0

Totals 113

Table 24 gg

Totals 83

Table 25 171
L5

Totals 216

Table 26 141
77

Totals 218

Table 27 l%g

Totals 216

Table 28 33
57

Totals 90

u

110
76

186

57
33

90

213
62

275

162
113

275

167
109

276

85
191

276
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A ft fo-ft (fo-fe)2 (fo-fe)?

t
59.1L 78,65 L4.34 18,87 0.239
40,86 54¢34h =he3L4 18.87 0.347

100 133 x2--0,587
d.f.--l p"‘-050 p 030

63,33 52,56 2,43  5.92 0,112
36,66 30.43 =2.43 5,92 0.194

100 83 %x2--0,307
d.fo"“l p"‘o?o P 050

77.L5 167.30 3,69 13,66 0.081
22,54 48,69 =3.,69 13,66 0.280

100 216 . x2..0,362
defe--1 p=-=.70 p 50

58.90 128,42 12,57 158.18 1.231

100 218 X2==2,997

60,50 130,69 7.30 53.36 0.408
39.49 85.30 =7.30 53.36 0.625

100 216 x2--1,033
d.f.""l p"-050 P 030

30.79 27.71 5.28 27.91 1.007
69.20 62,28 -5,28 27,91  O.448

100 90 X2aa1,455
d.f.--l p"'-.BO p .20



119

fo u % ft fo-ft (fo-fe)2 (fo-fe)?2

Table 29 19 33 36,66 16,86 2,13 L.54 0.267
27 57 6333 29.13 =2.13 LSk 0.156

Totals 46 90 100 L6 X22=0,425
d.f.-"l p-‘-.7o p 050

66 134 72.0L 7F2,.0hL 36,08 36457 0.506

Totals 100 186 100 100 x2--1,813
d.f.--l p--.20 p .10

Table 31 49 75 29.18 A43.77 5.22 27.30 0.623
101 182 70,81 106,22 =5,22 27.30  0.257

Totals 150 257 100 150 x2--0,880
defe==1 p--.50 p .30 .

Table 32 29 L4 35.48 24.83 L,16 17.31 0,687
L1 80 64,51 L5.,16 =4.,16 17,31 0.383

Totals 70 124 100 70 %x2-~1,080
d.f."'-l p--.30 p .20

Table 20 31 23,30 18.64 1,35 1.83 0,098
lable 22 60 102 76,64 61,35 -1:35 1.83 0.029

Totals 80 133 100 80 x2--0,128
defo==1 p==,80 p .70

Table 34 13 24 27.58 12,96 0,03 0,01 0.,0009
3, 63 72.41 34,03 -0.03 0,01 0.,0003

Totals 47 87 100 L7 %x2--0,0012
d.f.-‘-l p""‘095 P 090
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fo u % ft fo-ft (fo-fe)2 (fo-fe)?

36 51 30000 3009 -501 26.01 00847
67 119 70,00 72.1 5,1 26,01 0.360

Totals 103 170 100 103 x2.-1,201
defe==1 p--.50 p 430

Table 35

Table 26 8 20 16.9 6092 1008 1.16 00167
17 71 60.1 24,64 -7,70 59.29 2.4,06
16 27 22,8 9.34 6,62 43,82 L.691

Totals 41 118 99.8 41 X2 ==7.265
defe==2 p=-=.05p .02

Table 37 4 11 13.7 3.97 .03  ,0009 0.0002
17 55 68.7 19.92 =2.92 8.52  0.4277
8 1 17.5 5.08 2,92 8.52 1.6771

Totals 29 80 99.9 28.97 x2-=2,1050
d.f.--z p--050 p .30

Table 28 52 87 63097 51.81 018 0.03 0.0006
29 hg 36.02 29018 -018 0003 0.0025

Totals 81 136 100 &1 x2--0.0031
d.f.--l p--095 p 090

Table 39 25 31 36.04 20,90 4.09 16,75  0.801
16 30 3“.88 20.23 .h023 17091 0.885

8 16 18.60 10.79 =2.79 7.78 0.721

9 9 10,46 6,06 2,93 8.59 1.415

Totals 58 86 100 58 x2..3,82L
d.fe==3 p-=.30 p .20

Table 0 9 17 39053 9.09 -0009 00008 0.0009
2 9 20,93 L4.81 =2,81 7.91 1,664
6 9 20.93 4.81 1.18 1.40 0.292
6 8 18.60 4,27 1,72 2,96 0.692
23 43 100 23 X2m.-2,649

defe=-3 p--.50 P «30
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fo u % ft fo-ft (fo-fe)? (fo-fe)2

Table 41 37 67 78.82 33010 3.89 15.16 . 0;&58
5 18 21017 8089 -3089 15016 lo7oh

Totals 42 85 100 42 %X2--2,2162
d.f.--l p--.zo P 010

Table 42 16 31 77.50 16.27 =2.75 0,07 0.004
5 9 22,50 L.72 2,75 0,07 0.016

Totals 21 LO 100 21 %x2--0,020
d.f.--l p--.90 p .80

Table 43 53 98 78.40 49.39 3.60 13.01  .0.263
10 27 21.60 13.60 ‘3060 13001 00956

Totals 63 125 100 63. %x22-1,220
dofo-‘l p“.BO p 020

Table && 20 23 19032 12017 7083 60.8h 40998

Totals 63 119 99.99 62,99 X2au6,195
defe==1 p=-=.99 p .98

Table &2 16 52 36.62 2&.53 -8053 72025 20986
51 90 63.38 L2.,46 8,53 72.25 1,700

Totals 67 142 100  66.96 x2—-1,,686
defe=-=-1 p--.97 P 095

Table 46 71 86 31.27 65.35 5.65 31,36 o479
138 189 68,72 143.62 -5.65 3136 o211

Totals 209 275 99.99 208.97 x2_.-0,691
d.f.--l p‘-QSO P 030
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fo u % ft fo-ft (fo-fe)2 (fo-fe)?

Table 41 42 86 31.27 28,14 -13,86 191,96 6.821

Totals 90 275 99,99 89,98 X2an9,925
dofo"-l p‘-0999 P 0995
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APPENDIX 1

a) Questionnaire form 1
b) Questionnaire form la
¢) Questionnaire form 1b
d) Cover letter

e) Follow up letter

f) Responses by classification
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Form 1 E. Dice, 212 West Grand River
East Lansing, Michigan
What is your full name? Atf
What year did you graduate from high school?
l-In which of the following places do you now live? Please check
the right item with an x.
a__ On a fam
b In the country but not on a fam
[ In the suburbs of a large city
d —_In a community of less than 5000 people
e In a city of 5000 to 10,000 people
10,000 people

£~ In a city of more than

2-If you have lived in more than one place since high school,
please check the correct number of places below., For example,
if you moved from one city to another, you should place two
x's before the proper item,
-a __On a fam
b In the country but not on a fam
¢ __In the suburbs of a large city
d __ In a community of less than 5000 people
e In a city of 5000 to 10,000 people
£f __In a city of more than 10,000 people
3-Where did you live longest while in high school? (Check only one)
a fam
the country but not on a famm
the suburbs of a large city
a commnity of less than 5000 people
a city of 5000 to 10,000 people
a city of more than i0,000 people

I,

L-If you are married please check the item below which best tells
where your (husband) (wife) was raised.
a___On a fam
b In the country but not on a fam
¢ ___In the suburbs of a large city
d In a coommunity of less than 5000 people
e __In a city of 5000 to 10,000 people
f __In a city of more than 10,000 people

5-If you were raised on a farm, please check the best answer below.
a ___Lived on a part time farm enterprise,
b __ Farmming was our only occupation, :
How many acres of famm land was owned? Rented?
6-If you were not raised on a farm, what was your parents' occupa-
tion? .
a Father's
b Motherts _
7-Did you enroll in college?
a __Yes If so, what was your major?
Did you graduate? Yes - No

b No :

8-How many brothers or sisters do you have? Write number of each,
Brothers Sisters
a Older than you are a Older than you are

b Younger than you are b Younger than you are
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Fom la 125
9-Are you employed now?
& _ Yes If yes, what kind of work is it?

b Not now but I worked after I graduated Irom high School.
at kind of work was this?

c No

10-Please check below to indicate if you were in the amrmed forces,
a __ I was not in the armed services,
b I entered the armed services,

11-Please indicate below the church or community clubs you took
part in outside of high school

__Church Young People Juvenile Grange
—_Scouts —__None
4-H Clubs Others (list)

12-In which of the following church and community activities do
you take part now?

— Church Social Club ___Farm Bureau
Church Business Group — Grange
Youth Club Leader —_Farmer's Union
Parent-Teachers' Club Business Club
ocal Government Professional Group

Civic betterment group such as community councils,
oards, etc,
Please list any other

13-Would you prefer to live in a location different from the one
you now live in?
a Yes If yes, where would you prefer to live?

14-What help would you like to have had (but didn't) in preparing
for your adult life?

15-What school or other experience helped you most in preparing for
your adult life?

If you are married, please give your maiden name.
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Form 1b 126

9-Were you in the armed forces?
a Yes If so, what branch ? What rank
did you have when you came out?

b No

10-If you were in the armed forces, what was your main job there?

ll-Are you now employed?
a Self employed. If so, what kind of work?
b Work for someone else. For whom?

c Not employed.

12-If you work for someone else, what duties do you perform, what
is your work?

13-Please list any other jobs you have had since high school.
What kind of work was it? For whom did you work?

14~Please check thé church or community clubs you took part in
outside of high school.

Church Young People‘s Club Juvenile Grange
__Scouts None
~— 4-H Clubs Others (list)

Junior Farm Bureau

15-In what church and community activities do you take part now?

___Church Social Group ___Farm Bureau

~ Church Business Group Grange

Youth Club Leader ___Farmers! Union
__Parent Teachers! Group __ Business Men's Club

___Local Government Professional Group

— Civic Betterment Organizatiom such as councils and boards
““Please list any others
16-Would you prefer a different kind of work than you are now in?
a __Yes If so, what kind of work would you prefer?

b No

17-Would you prefer to live in a different locatlon?
a Yes If so, where?
b No

18-What help would you have liked to receive (but dldn't) in select-
ing and preparing for an occupatlon°

19-What school or other experience helped you most 1in selecting and
preparing for an occupation?




BN T




127

212 West Grand River
East Lansing, Michigan
April 24, 1956

Dear Midland High Graduate:

Midland High School is cooperating with me in trying to find
way3 of improving high school and vocational opportunities for
students from rural districts., To start at the right point, we
are conducting a study among about 400 Midland graduates., Your
name appears in this group,

We would like to ask you to help us in this study by filling
out the enclosed questionnaire, You can then return it to us in
the enclosed stamped envelope. It only takes a few minutes,

Neither your name nor any other names will be used in the
report, We merely add up the different answers and refer to
them as a group. The replies will be analyzed and summarized
at the high school for future reference,

We will be very grateful to you for your help. Please fill
out the questions and return them as soon as you can,

Thank you kindly.
Very truly yours,

Fugene F. Dice
Class of 1941

ED:ed
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212 West Grand River
East Lansing, Michigan
May 5, 1956

Dear High School Graduate:

Most of the replies to our recent letter have been returned to
us by your fellow graduates. However, we have not yet received
yours, The ones we have received are of less value if we don't get
yours, We feel that you will wegnt to help the same as the rest of
your classmat®s have done,

It is hoped that this study will be valuable in improving the
opportunity for young people to prepare for their life work. The
study was undertaken with the belief that rural young people do not
get as good a chance to prepare for the most desirable occupations
as urban students do. But we have to know what has happened up to
now before we can make recommendations for improvement, It is for
this reason that it is important to ggqt replies from all of your
class group.

Many of your classmates have suggested that a better high
school counseling system is needed. Others suggest that rural stu-
dents do not get fair treatment from tegchers and urban students,

We would like to hear your suggestions for improving the high school
opportunities too.

Won't you please fill out the questions now and return them to
us? :

Thank you kindly,
Very truly yours,

Eugene F, Dice

ED:ed
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Appendix 1 (f)

Respondents by Classification

Midland Saline
Male Farm Reared 61 23
Male Rural Non-farm 28 3
Male Rurgl Community 7 18
Male Other% L 2
Female, Farm Reared L7 24
Female Rural Non-farm 35 2
Female Rural Community 1l 17
Female Other 3 1

*Other refers to those who received questionnaire
as rural students but whose present designationm (because

of city limits change) may be suburban or urban,
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