COMPARISON OF SOCIAL
SITUATIONS OF PROBLEM AND
NON-PROBLEM BOYS IN AN
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Thesis for the Degree of M. A.
O. R. Dickerson
1935









A

COMPARISON OF SOCIAL SITUATIONS OF PROBLEM AND -
NON-PROBLEM BOYS IN AN INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL -

by
0. R, Dickerson

A Thesis Submitted to the Graduate Faculty
in Partial Fulfillment for the Degree of

MASTER OF ARTS

Department of Sociology

Appraved:

Head of Major departme

Dean of Graduate School

Michigan State College
1935



THES!S




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The writer wishes to express his indebtedness to
Dr. Eben Mumford, Dr. Hoffer and Dr. Thaden for their help

and guidance in the preparation of this thesis.

9849471



Chapter
I. INTRODUCTION
JI. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 4ND PRESENT SOCIAL

III.

IV.

v.

VI.

VII.

CONDITIONS OF THE AWILLER SCHOOL DISTRICT
HEALTH AS A FACTOR IN SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT

HOME SITUATION
Foreign-born Parents and Illiteracy
Broken Homes
Parental Age
School Attainment of Parents
Boarders and Lodgers
Other Home Conditions
Ownership and Renting

THE LOCATION OF THE HOME IN THE DISTRICT
AND MOBILITY OF THE FAMILY

Railroad Property

Distance from Business

Distance from School

Distance from Playground

Distance from Church

Mobility

INFLUENCE OF MEMBERSHIP IN SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS
Church Membership
Clubs and Lodges
Gangs

LEISURE TIME
Cheap Literature, newspapers, movies
Automobile, Police Records
Other leisure time use

VIII.OCCUPATION AND ECONOMIC STATUS OF PARENTS

IX.

Welfare Aid

Boys Gainfully Employed

Weekly Income of Family
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Page

18

38
47

75

113

132

146
152



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

As society becomes more and more complex and its demands
on the growing child more exigent the problem of preparing the
individual to meet the inevitable struggle for social, economic
and personal success in life becomes 1lncreasingly difficult. The
neighborhood has lost its old close-knit character which fre-
quently served as a deterrent to the youthful experimentalist.
The problem of juvenile delinduency is becoming more seriously
considered every year in the United States.

$he scope of this problem is, of course, as wide as the
country itself. The number of delinquent children in the
United States is an indication of the importance of theproblem.
The Children's Bureau of the United States Department of Labor,
reports that in 1918 about 175,000 children's cases were heard,
in 1933, 200,000 case$ were heard, some of them classified as
neglect or dependency cases, but four-fifths of them as delin-
quents. Since many institutions detain children committed to
their care for more than a year the number of delinquent children
recelving social care during this period exceeds the number
appearing in court.

The following data which cover a period of only twenty days
of activity in Detroit's Juvenile Court brings to us a vivid
picture of the tremendous size and complexity to which the

problem case has developed in one of our larger cities.



(1)
Juvenile Offenses in the City of Detroit

November 26, 1928 to December 17, 1928

Larceny 76
Truancy 34
Breaking and entering 31
Tampering and driving away autos 21
Violation of probation 18
Investigation 13
Destruction of property 13
Incorrigible 7
Robbery armed 6
Assault and battery 2
Carrying concealed weapons 2
Contributing to delinquency of a minor 2
Rape : 1
Forgery 1

The following figures show the ages and number of offenses

at various age levels of these juvenile offenders:

8 years of age 1l
9 years of age 8
10 years of age 12
11 years of age 14
12 years of age 22
13 years of age 35
14 years of age 45
15 years of age 39
16 years of age 56

Total 232

The average age of these juvenile offenders was 13.7 years.
The foregoing figures show clearly that the majority of these
Juvenile offenses were committed by boys between the ages of
12 and 16 years. ZThis is approximately the age range of the
boys in this study.
In addition to the cases for which there are institutional
or probationary records, a large number of children are brought

before the probation officers and thelr cases settled outside

(1) Obtained from Juvenile Court Records, City of Detroit



of court. Many such cases are being handled in the public
schools in an attempt to help the young misfit to adjust him-
self to normal social situations before he acquires a record for
Juvenile delinquency.

This question of the problem boy is universal. City and
rural districts, good and poor schools, have their varying quotas
of boys who are becoming misfits in their manner of reacting
to social situations. The problem &s serious and a great amount
of study 1s being givan to it by the forces which are working
for better social conditions. Therefore, any material that can
be added to their findings should be of value,

Purpose

In this study an attempt is made to compare the social
situation of problem and non-problem boys of the Miller Inter-
mediate School, Detroit. It includes 32 problem and 32
non-problem boys of this school for the year 1928-29. In
order to simplify the problem somewhat, the boys were matched
with reference to age, race, nationality, and mental rating.

The 32 problem boys were members of what 1s known as the coach-
ing or opportunity room of which the writer had charge in the
Miller district for four years; all members of this room were
included in the studj. The 32 non-problem boys were those
making socially acceptable contacts and were members of the
regular classes of the school. The conclusions are confined to

this sample.



From the close daily contact which the writer has experi-
enced over a period of years with boys who have failed to fit
into the normal social situation and to fulfill its requirements
certain problems have presented themselves which must be
answered before the re-conditioning of the problem boys can be
carried on effectively. The immediate causes of their assign-
ment to the opportunity room are known but the deeper, underlying
causes which may have been operating for years must also be dis-
covered. Why have the boys run afoul of the law when other boys
living in the same district, of the same age, nationality and
mentality rating have continued to make acceptable contacts
both within the school and outside? Case studies are, of course,
essential in an attempt to answer this question. It, therefore,
seemed worth while to study a typical group of these young
misfits, not only from the standpoint of their home armd neigh-
borhood environments but in comparison with others of their
own generation who, living in the same school district, manage
to remain within the realm of approved socizl conduct.

e _Theory Underlying the Opportunity Room
By segregating the misfit pupils into separate rooms it is
thought more can be done for them than if they are seattered
throughout the school system. <he enrollment in these oppor-
tunity rooms is small so that the teacher may do more individual
work than is thought possible in a regular classmoom with a large
attendance. The coaching room teacher tries to attack the

problem presented by each pupil from his individual standpoint,



the aim being to adjust habits of work or conduct in such a way
as to enable the child eventually to return to a regular grade
and to do successful work. ©Since the boys come to the coaching
rooms with all variations of abilities and from grades seven to
nine inclusive each case must be treated necessarily more or
less individually by the teacher.

Approximately three-fourths of the boys in the special room
under consideration have been brought before the Juvenile Court
and are carrying probation cards that must be signed weekly by
the teacher. 4he remainirng 25% are on their way to a similer
fate unless the school can help them. In this group are found
pronounced cases of the extrovert and introvert types which re-
quire a different method of handling.

These boys remain with the coaching room teacher all of the
school day with the exception of the lunch period and gymnasimm
class. *he gymnasium period for these classes is put at the
end of the school day and duite often the teacher of the coaching
room takes them to the gymnasium, remaining with them through
the period. Iyis arrangement of school activities is made in
order to keep the boys under closer observation and restrain
them from getting into more trouble.

When a boy is once placed in the special room by the Boys!
Counselor he remains there until recommended by the coaching
room teacher for transfer to another £oom. As soon as the pupils
are thought by the coaching room teacher to be ready for regular

class work they are passed back to a regular group. This



shifting of pupils in and out of the room causes a constant
flow of students through the coaching room. Some of the pupils
who come to the room need but little guidance before they are
ready to go back to their regular class. Others take a longer
time and there are those whom the teacher cannot seem to reach
to any extent. The latter group will in all probability remain
in ‘the coaching room until they are eligible for permits to
work.

The room under consideration presents a complex problem.
The teacher in charge has the problem of failing school work
plus that of behavior difficulties. These behavior cases run
the whole gamut of school discipline problems of the more
serious kind, each case being one of long standing where the
pupil has been in trouble time and time again. The aim of the
teacher of this group is to produce socially acceptable conduct
plus passing school work. Some data regarding the accomplishments
with this type of boy will give a better understanding of the
work done. Data concérning this behavior group in the Miller

Intermediate School for the year 1928-29 follow:

Handled through room 112
Average number belonging 28
Average attendance 21
Left school 10
Sent to continuation school 5
Working papers obtained 5
In room for adjustment, passed

back to grade 30
Located in correct grade 4
Sent to Smith-Hughes classes 8
Double promoted 1
Promoted 2
Put in regular grade on trizal 13

Sent to better mannered group
because of temperament and
sensitiveness 1l



The students in the Miller School rank considerably below
the clity median in intelligence tests and the two groups of
boys in this study merely give a typical pictufe of a large
part of the youth of the Miller district. ©Since the intelligence
rating of the problem boy was, on the whole, below the average,
the control cases were also of very mediocre ability.

Chart 1 on the following page shows the nationality, age,
intelligence rating, and race of the 64 boys to be considered.
All names used are fictitious. The nationalities presented in
the chart give a fair cross-section of the population of the
district which is predominantly'Negro with a fair sampling of
Italians, other Southern Europeaps, and American whites. It
will be noted that 23 of the problem cases are Negroes, 5
are American white and 4 are Italian. Of the 46 Negroes con-
stituting 75% of the boys, 40 were from southern states and
only 6 from northern states.

The following list of the native states of the parents
of the Negro problem and non-problem boys shows that the great
majority of them were from the South. This fact tends to

make the two groups even more nearly comparable.



CHART I. AGE, NATIONALITY, RACE AND INTELLIGENCE RA&TING
OF THE PROBLEM AND NON PROBLEM GROUPS QF BOYS IN THE
MILLER INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT. (The boys whose
names are opposite each other are paired.)

Pedro V. 1Italian bge 14 Int. C Anthony A.
Dimmock T. " "3 " - Mike B.
Salvator D. " " 13 " E Marquis S.
Petro c. " "15 " C- Alberto C.
Athur T. Am. Wnite "15 "™ D Glean W..
Geo. L. " n L " C- Frank M.
James  S. " n "14 " E Nardin B..
Cecil W, " " "15 " C Roy T.
Clyde R. " n mi14 " C+Harvey C.
Alex C. Negro n15 " E Lemuel J.
Vim. B. " "14 " p hoy R.
Nathan W, T LA ) n E. Melvin G.
Geo. s. " ™13 n D Ben D.
Paul . M. " " 15 n E Willie B.
Jasper Q. " m 1% " C- Theodore R.
Perry R. " ml4 " C Chas. B.

- Thomas E. " " 14 ! 'C Henty i
Saul B, " "m14 " C Benj. . B.
Terman S, " "15 "™ C- Clarence F,
Gaston J. " "14 " D Robert Y.
W¥m. P, n "1z n C- Peter B.
Melvin R, " "14 " C- Wm. H.
Wa. M. " "6 "™ E Louis H.
Alexis M. " mn15 " E Leon J.
Junius L. T m15 "™ D Arthur C.
Norman B. " " 315 " E Charles R.
Richard W. " " 14 " C- Donald M.
John s. " "m15 " C Terry B.
Henry T. " "j14 " ¢ Dale R.
Alex M. " "14 " D Glenn E.°
David c. " . m 314 " D vVirgil i,
Jonah  E. n m1a n o ¢

Ralph cC.



TABLE I. NATIVE STATES OF NEGRO PROBLEM AND NON-PROBLEM BOYS

_Southern States Northern States

Name of No. of families Nzme of No. of families
State from state State from state
Alabama 4 New York 3
Arkansas 2 Pennsylvania 2
Georgla 14 Ohio 1
Kentucky 1
Mississippi 3
Missouri 2
North Carolina 1
Okiahoma 2

Total 40 Total 6

The letters C, D, and E in the column marked "Intelligence"
shown in Chart 1 are the symbols used by the-Detroit Public
Schools to represent thelr relative intelligence rating on the
Detroit Alpha Intelligence test. This test is a modification
and adaptation of the army Alpha test. The range of gradations
is from A to E with the addition of plus or minus when it is
necessary for a finer classification.

Since intelligence ratings are not wholly a measure of
innate mental ability but are also influenced by environmental
factors, they facilitate the comparison of problem and
non-problem cases. Other factors which may help to create the
difference between the problem and non-problem cases are not
so definite or accurately measured as are age, nationality or
intelligence tests.

The age range of the boys shown on Chart 1 is from 13 to
16 years, while the normal age range for intermediate school

boys is from 12 to 15. This condition 1s explained by the fact



that most of the boys in this study are from one to two years
regarded in their school work. Incidentally, the age range
is almost identical with the age range when rate of Juvenile
delinduency is greatest. .
Method of Selecting Control Group

The following method was used in the matching of the -
cases: with the problem boy's age, intelligence rating, and
nationality on a card, a search was made through the school
files until a non-problem student who matched the problem
boy in age, intelligence quotient, race and nationallty was
discovered. This process was followed in the case of each
subject until the 32 problem boys were matched and 32 pairs
were obtained, one of which was the problem boy and the other
a boy who apparently was making sufficiently successful social
adjustments not to be a problem in school. At least the
"check" boy was not in an organized problem group. Outstand-
ing boys were not sought as "check" cases. This will be evi-
dent from the fact that in mental rating they were the same
as the problem boys. As long as the non-problem boy fulfilled
the three requirements of age, nationality, and intelligence
rating, nothing further was sought.

Basis of Comparison

Of the various factors which might influence the behavior
of the boys in the two groups, those were selected for inves-
tigation which the writer, from his previous experience, had

been led to believe were closely related to the problems of

delinquency.



By matching the groups in age, nationality and mentality

rating, these factors were made relatively constant. School

progress itself was ruled out by the situation that limited

the one group to boys who were not satisfactorily completing

their school work. The comparison of school marks, which

would measure the degree to which the boy was adapting to the

school situation at the time of the study, was rendered value-

less by the system of marking which was decreed for the

coaching class by administrative ruling. The factors finally

selected for analysis are indicated by the words or phrases

listed below., Statements were given about them by the boys

and where possible additional statements were made by the

father or mother.

Name

Age

Nationality

Grade Reached

Date

Intelligence
Accelleration

With whom living
Relationship
Insurance: 1life, fire
Number in family
Occupation

Church

sember

ilagazines

Foreign Yanguage

How long in Detroit
How long in community
Attitude toward school
Attitude toward teacher
Attitude toward parents
Subject liked best
Subject liked least
Self supporting degree
Personal habits

Police record

Semester marks

Aim in 1life

School record

Cause for discipline

Questionnaire

Attendance

Sunday School

Clubs and lodges

Teams

Gang

Trouble with neighbors
Nickname

Ever fight

Length of working day
Salary

Speak English

Read English

What other language
Newspapers

Height

Weight

Tonsils

Teeth

Vision

Hearing

Posture

Serious accidents
Corrections

What serious illnesses
Subject to what

Tire easily

Baths per week

Meals per day

Hours sleep

Clean clothes per week



Bedtime

Eat breakfast

Get up

Read

Write

Working with tool
Made with things

Hunt
Fish
Camp
Swim
Skate
Auto riding
Dance

Address

Type of home: woo
Condition of home
Rent or own

Kind of furniture
Bath tub

Toilet

Lights

Heat

Number of rooms

Railroad
Church
School

The foregoing

Leisure Time at Home

0dd jobs
Required work
Pets
Musical instruments played
Radio, kind
s Dance
Cards
Games

Leisure Time Away from Home

Movies

Band concert

Lectures

Pool room

Visiting

Playing on street, what do you do?

Home Environment

Persons in home where child lives
d or brick Persons board, etc.

Own a car, year, kind, who uses it

Financial condition

Get help from city

Other charities

Do you give to Community Fund

Do you give to Community Church

Back yard

How long at present address

How long in previous place

Neighbophood Environment

Nearest playground
Condition of alleys

items put into the form of a questionnaire

were discussed in the problem boy's class room. Each item was

taken gp separate

tions which the b

ly and explained fully by the teacher. Ques-

oys could not answer were checked and were
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later filled in when a home visit was made. As far as possible
similar information was obtained about the father and mother.
§hrough the cooperation of the school executives the boys,
whose names had been chosen from the files to match the problem
case boys, were called from their class rooms. The questionnaire
was filled out by them in the same manner as described for the
problem boy. Therefore, it is probable that the information
as far as it goes 1s fairly reliable.

These data were studied for each of the sixty-four boys,
and thelr relation to delinquency as measured by their occurrence
in the history was analyzed. Data on health and physical
defects were obtained from the permanent record cards which are
on file for every boy in the office of the school.

Further information was obtained from the following sour-
ces:

1. A home visit to check up on pupils' statements, and to
obtain further data of a social nature.

2. Sociological maps of the school district.

It was negessary to make use of the historical case and
statistical methods used in sociological research in order to
interpret the data gathered to the best advantage.

Difficulty of Comparison of School Marks

As an administrative measure to signify to the boy's parents
that their children were not doing satisfactory school work while
they were members of the coaching room group, the school mark-

ings were arbitrarily changed. Instead of receiving the standard



school grades of A, B, C, D and E 1t was decided that the marks
for the coaching rooms should be S , S, S- and U. They were
taken to stand for vérying degrees of work from satisfactory to
unsatisfactory. These marks were evaluated on the school

records to compare with the regular school marks in the following

way:

o QW >
o

CIC'DU)U)

Ihis arrangement of marks appeared unfair to the writer
but as they were established by the administration of the school
nothing could be done about it. The idea behind this arbitrary
set of marks was to force the boy to get all S marks before he
could be a candidate for promotion from the coaching room to a
regular grade. The only conclusion to be drawn is that the
system of marking practically precluded any comparison between
the two groups as far as school marks were concerned. A boy
once placed in the coaching room group was limited as to the
highest marks which he could get, namely, S , which was equal
only to a D in the regular school scale. Therefore, even if
the teacher felt that the boy was worth a C or a B mark in some
school subject the best that could be done about it was an S .

Since this school is in the midst of a metropolitan slum
area where under-privileged children - native whites, Italians

and Negroes - are crowded together in unsightly and unsocial



squalor, the neighborhood situation is ripe for the production
of delinquency. The coaching room at the Miller School is an
attempt to deal with this condition.

The reasons given by the teachers who recommended these
boys to the special room run the whole gamut of the more
serious infractions of school rules. Disobedience, physical corbat
and truancy rank highest among these. It is understood that
these offenses merely mark the culmination of a long series of
misdemeanors wnich the school has been unable to check or cor-
rect. The coaching room teacher must deal, therefore, with
the "hardened" school offender and attapt to discover the
early and fundamental causes leading up to the later misdeeds.

Other Studies of Similar Nature

In searching for material of a similar nature, the writer
was unable to find any studies where the problem boy was matched
with a non-problem boy for age, race, nationality and intelligence
rating. The only contribution which came near filling these re-
quirements was an article in The School Review, June 11, 1920,
by C. T. Coleman, page 434. He matched the trouble cases for age
and sex only. He found that:

1. Nearness to school nad no effect in trouble cases.

2. His non-trouble pupils received better marks.

3. Trouble cases were absent from school more times.

4, Non-trouble cases were more reliable and held more
class offices.

5. Non-trouble cases had more executive ability.
These findings, although worth while, are not sufficient
to lead to the discovery of the causes which produce the trouble

case,
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As a basis for the anslysis of the problem and non-problem
pupils included in this thesis, this chepter zives =z brief
history of Destrcit, particulsrly s it relates to the Idiller
District, and a description of present socizl and economic con-
ditions of the arez. luch of the historicel nzterizl of this
chapter was glezned from the pzzes of ™The History of Detroit"
by Catlin, and from "The Cermenic Influence in the llzking of
Iiichizean by Russell.

In the struszle for supremacy in the new world, France

-

decided to fortify stratezic points zbout the Creat Lakes region
in order to keep cut 3ritich fur trzcdesrs. This led to the build-

ing of a French fort in 1201 by Count Antoine De La l.othe
Cadillac at the nerrovest znd noct advsntszeous point on the
river connectin~ Lzke Furon with Lzke Zrie. This fort was called
Fort Ponchertrzin in honor of the Zovernor of Ilew France. The
river named Detroit, which in French means nerrow or strait.
The tovm which grew up around this fort was zlso czlled Detroit.
Detroit became the center for a lorge fur trade znd since
the French commendents understood how to dezl with Indlans
many distent Indien tribss brou ht their furs to Jetroit to
exchenge for knives, brzndy, blanksts and trinkets. Seversl
friendly Indizn tribes settled in the shzdows of Fort

nchartrain.



rench settlers were induced to come'to Detroit znd each
fenily was given a grant of land in the Torm of a narrow farm,
beginninzy et the river and extendinzg inlend goproximetely three
miles. The settlers built their honies slon> the river bank
for conveniencs in traansportsztion, fishing and protection.
At thiis period watleri/zys were tne nieans ol transvortation.
Therefore, the farms wvere laid out in long nerrow strips, each
strip hzvinz vater Trontace 2lonT the Detreit Ziver. Roads

lz2id out beatween the narrow rench Tarns lster becamne streets

in the city of Detroit, znd were named 2z ter the first settlers.

L

Examples of these are the nzmes of such well-knovn streets as

Beesukien, St. Antoine, Orlesns, St. Aubin, De3ois, Chene, Jos.
Camnpzu, Lafeyztte and Crztiot.

lzps 1 2nd 2 which Tfollow cive en interesting reprocuction
of this ezrly situation. These maps are copies Irom the orizinals
in the Clements Librzary at the University of iidchizsrn and zre
supposedly the work of ilonsieur de Lery of France in about the
yesr 1749. They are the oldest maps yet found of this district
and were but recently unzarthed in Frence. The copies here
shown are pnotostats obttained from a printing in an article about
ezrly Detroit in the Detroit lews. The source of some of the
aforenentioned streets will be discovered by a perusal of these
mapse. The orijinals of the Clements collezction from which these
Photostats were made were trzced and through other sources nzames
were checked and reprinted $0 as to be le~ible to the lay rezder.

R. Pzrent on this mep is the Zloody run which river uced tc Tlow

1 . - -~ . . . - . . -
throush this district and mention of which will Dbe :.ade later.
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and as the cit) ~rew tlhe east and west stroets bacaie short
1rregul r znd poorly connected, As the necessity arose in later
yvears for better trensportztion facilities, many streets had to

Le strzichten2d end vwidened at great expense

In 1760, followinzs the trezty of

P

Deace closing the French
nd Indian ‘Jar the Zritish took possession of Detroit. The
British coumienders were not as well schooled in methods of Geal-
ing with Indians, as were the French, and had considereble diffi-
culty in holdinz tie fort agzinst Indian conspirscies and attacks,
The conspirzcy of Chief FPontize almost succeeded in darivinz the
Zritish out of the Ilorthwest Territory. DJurinz Pontiac's siege
of Detroit an ettacking force of 200 DBritish soldiers, which
sortied out of the fort to drive off the Indizns was ambushed

2t the small strezm, now called Zloody Run, and wiped out by
Indian tomghavks. In the growth of the city, Zloody Run, as a
stream, has diseppeared from the map except for a part flowing
throuch Zlmwood Cemetezry, which is in the school district under

)

rroi a school engineer, a man of sixty-ninre, who lived in

discussion. (See photozrzrh, psge -

H>

this district as a boy, it was gathcred that the boys of his
youth played in the stresm czlled Bloody Run, which at that

time ren throush the district then on the outskirts of Detroit.
The boys Tor anuseuent and excitement stole beer hogsheeds from

a brewery yazrd near Crztiot avenue (see map of district, pege ).
.This brewery was on the benks of Sloody Run and the boys having

successfully eluded the watclman's eye would roll these casks



into the Aun and ride them covm to the Detroit Ziver viere they
abandoned then to their fzte. During this mzn's childhood and
young menhood the lun wes sraduelly £illsd in and drained until
at the present time 211 that is left is a gully running along
the side of Elmwood Cemeteary.

At this time the District wzs almo:t entirely Cernzan.
However, the Zritish were able to win the allegiance of several
Indien tribes about Detroit and to use then in attacking fmerican
settlements in the Ohio Vzlley during the Rezvolutionary '/ar.

ail

o

()
M)

Due to e of ilhc colonies to Kkeep pronises nade 1n the
treaty of pezce followin: tiie Revolutionary Ver the United 3tates
did not teke possession of the orthwest Territory until difficul-
ties were settled by the Jay Treaty in 1796. In 1787 Conzress
passed an ordinance to govern the ilorthwest territory. The
Ordinence of 1787 declared zmong other thinzs against slavery and
favored schools and educetion. liichizan territory was created in
1805 and the first seat of fovermment weas 1n a tavern neer vhat is
now the corner of Jjoodiridgse and Voodverd Avznues of Detroit.

Soon after the estzblichment of govzrnment in Zetroit in 1805
the entire towm wzs destroyed by fire. This Tire originsted on a
windy dsy from a spzrk Irom a loczl baker's pipe. Judge Woodward
had a new plan drawn up Tor the rebuilding ol the city. This new
plan was en adaptation of the plen o the City of VWashinzton. The
orizinal streets as laid out by tie French ran Ilorth snd South,
crossed by streets running Zast and Vest. In the new plan
Jefferson Bvenue was laid out parallel to the river and inter-
secting streets were laid out at right angles to cefferson Avenue.

This plan included £lso a systel of streets radiating out from a
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A remmant of o0ld Bloody Run

On the bank of Bloody Run



centrzl focur at Camous (=zrtius. [7ny of these radiatinz streets
vere not built as planned and others were discontinued after
extending a few blocks. Had this plan been carried out a2s origin-
ally intended the trzns)hortation proovlem orf the city would be

for less serious than it is today.

As early as 17106 whilzs the ZInriish znd French were disputin:
the natter of fur toade in the Detroit erea Garman families cene
to the Fort. Anong the earliest of these was one !ichael Yax
brouzht here by the Indians and ransomed by the French. Ie was
given lond along the river front. In 1829 thirty-nine forei-mers
not naturalized were residents of Detroit. The mgjority of
these were Germense A goodlyy number of the Germsns crouped them:
selizes on the then eastern ed;e of Detroit, many buyins land

from Louls Campau, one of the early French grantees 2nd a trader

of grezt ability. These Gernens, writing back to the fatherland,
painted a glowing picture of prospects; advising their kin and

friends to sell everythinz and come to the new country. By 1833
the German settlement >n the east of Detroit was well estavlashed
and the French who were selling their holdinzs were moving Tfurther
out alonz the river to the nei:hborhood of whet is now called
Grosse Pointe. The Ceriians who settled in the liller Di:ztrict
entered into 2ll phases of city and stete life, politics, trade
and relizions. The brewariss in this district, one of which has
Deen mentioned, were the property of this Germen element.
Detroit's increase in population from about 2000 in 1810
to 1,568,662 in 1950, reflects development of business, industry
and trensportstion. In several decades the populztion has doubled

as shovm by the following census figures
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1510 - ,850
1820 - 1,422
1850 - 21 .22
1840 - 2,102

1250 - 21,019
1360 - 45,219
1870 - 7° 577
188 - ll\, u‘:

1890 - 205 870
1900 - 385 704

1¢10 - LQS,766
1220 - 9€3,678
1650 - 1,508,662
The niap 7o. 3 which follows will sliow thie ¥arious annexad

areas to the 0ld orijinel Detroit. The lLiiller School District
with which we ere being sspecielly concernsd was znnexed on or
before the year 1875, most of it befors 1l857. The first date
shovm on the msp is 1508, more than & hundred years after the

49

foundinzg of the city. This map is 2 »rint tsken from a booklet
published by the Detroit Times.

Thus we see the orizinal Trench of tnis district being
suppiznted by the Germens. These Cermeans built their Lutheren
and Catholic churches which were the centers of their socizl
as well as religious 1life, as Dboth churches demeznd the close
alle~iance of the family.

In this district, beginaing ebout 1905, we find Jewish end
Italian buying out the old Ceruan residengese. From this tine
the Invasion of the Ilegro also occurs repidly. The influx of the
nezgro to this part of Detroit is the result of a demend of men-
ufacturzrs for coirion lsbor. len wera needed for the heavier
work about the factorizs, such as truckinz and Toundry work.

The district under consideration was the rnatural residence place

< 13 -~ - o
ior this tipe of leborer. Cnce colored faiilies started to
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settle in this dictrict the later arrivals of the rece who were

in the samne finsncisl circunstances naturelily misreted to the

o

same locality Dby reason of choice and pressure epplied by the
friericen hite.

el

Leps 2, 3 and 4, wvhich Tollow, mcdz by H. . [aulmen, Suresu

m

of Statisties, Bocrd of ZIducstion, Detroit, give a fine rzciszl
picture of this district in the year 1929. The school district

is outlined in red and bl=ck.

Present Distribution of Races and Tetionalities in Detroit
: o

lLiap To. 2 showin: the distribution of the Aiericzan white
families demonstrates the fact that the district is no longer
predominantly white in populetion. EHere is shown the result of
the pressure brought about by the influx of the llegro.

On the western edze of the district there is a roomins house
section. Some of the older and wmore substantial homes hecve been
chanzed into roomins houses. Thus on the northwestern edge is
seen quite a groupinz of American wihites.

Ilong ti:e southern adge of the district will be observed
another such groupinz. This seczion is one of fine o0ld residences
which Leve been made over into roomin: houses. In this section
also are found mzny beautiful apartment houses which are built
mzeny stories high and therefore a’ford an excellent view of the
Detroit 2iver. This situation accounts for the Americsn whites
on the southern edgs of the district. Another fairly good resi-
dence area in the district is that along the western edze of
Elmvood Cemetary which is indicated on the mep of the district

0y a blank spzce. The rest of the district, other than described.
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has a lover type of residences. Hers we found the home of the
under-privilesed wiaites, some of whosge sons are the problen an
non-probvlemn boys >f this study.

lzp ITo. 3 gives the location of the Itzlian fziziliecs who
reside in the city. It will b2 observed thcot the Iliiller district
supplies the places of residence for most of the Itelizn familics
wio live in Detroit. The area in the south and south-central
part of ths district has come to be czlled Little Italy. In this
arsa are found thé homes o the so-czlled Italian gangsters who
are in continual conflict with one znother znd tie police. The
ganz activities of this group mskes the Toruction of ganss by
the adolescents of this district more si nificent, and the gzng

membership of boys in this stuiy more important. (See Chzp. 6)

-

-

well orgznized adult gang supplies the patierns

-

The proximity of

)

for action aad heroes for exulstion to the adolescent.

Illap llo. 4 shows the location of the homes of the legroes in
the city. JAs mey be observed on the nmap the mejority of lle_ross
living in Detroit are centered in this district. There is soue

-]
ox

ovarlsppins the Ifegro 2nd Italisn facilies especially in the
area at the lower part of the district knowa as Little Itzly.

The hezsviest grouping of the lezross is in the centrsl northwest
portion of the district. Here the buildings zre in a poorer state
of repair than in zny place in the district and livinz conditions
are at the lowest level of any area in the city. This condition
is the result of the tendency to shunt and restrict the colored
race to areas vhich the white race hzs

iven up a8 a neisnhborhood

(]

unfit for occupation.
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come to this school district since the jyear 1205. Iost of this
change took rlace, as the writer has before stzated, in the ten

o
A

s preceedinz 1930. The very few peadple of Geruan extrzction
who zre ctill in the district are showl oa the wizp as fmerican

white. 7Thos2 wio lizve sold out are now loczted in the better

ll

residentizl districts ol the city. Ilzny of these zre now living
in those districts wiiich hzve been exclusively built up by the
wealthier families of Detroit. This arza, thea, may be consiler-
ed as having had the following waves of misration: first were

the French, who were supplznted by the Ceruzns. Then caue the

ews who Lzve been succeeded by the Itelizn and lei10.

Hastin_ s Street wiiich = decade ego was the Detroit ghetto,
or Jewish quarters, has now tecome the hebit k of the southern
Tegro. True, there zre a Tew Jewish uerchents still in btusiness
there, but they are rapiily leavin_ for other parts eand Hastings
Street is coning to meczn "blazck bLelt".

while the forezoin: movementz of population have bean tzkinz
Place the chzracter of this district Las D:en chrnsing until there
has developed from a neighborhood of well-kept Gernen homes a
district of mixed businessed, menufzcturing and old residences.
That pzrt of the district which is nearest the business szrea has

degenerated to a typical slwa conliition. It is this t,pe of

v

r

eénvironment which constitutzs the basis for the study of Loth
the problem aad non-provlem czses included in this thesis.

ol

Tie two following maps help to show the situation in this
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district as it is at prosent. 1) To. 5 shious tle location of
business, reaufocturin zad residence. On this iiap are spotted
the homes of thie problew znd non-protlzm boys who ere considered
in this study. lap "o. € gives the location of chuurch es, settle
ent houses zoid 21z, v ounds.

The Zastern Izrket shiowa in brova on 12D 7o, & 1s an oper
merket surrounded |y wihidolesale houses. liere Tl
find periodicel aad Iizphczzrd enplojuient helpin: the farumer or
huckster to load or uvnlozd fzra croduce. This arket acts as a
meznet ror the boy of delinqguent tendeacies znd truznt of
of the district mzke this a stzrting plece in their aunt Zor
Doye who ere trucnt Troiy scihool. zny hucksters use Doys of
school aze 1to help thew peddle verztzbles throu hout the city
since they ..cve rooulzr routas Za olther ports for removed from

th2 rierkete This offecrs the trus.:u a cnazncs to

—

‘et fer enouch

() -
jar
(%}
ﬁ
[¢8)
(@]
cr
e
(O]
3
.

awzy Trom school to feel coumpsrotivaly sele fre

ot of thie churchies shioiir on I2p fo. & were tullt when

ct
oy
()

district was odredoninantly Termzn with a sprinkiling of

2tive born Anericens. In the n2i hborhoods vhere colored
people »predouinate thszse clhiurchas nheve Tezn purchzsed by the
ezro con rezaticons zia are now us2d b them as plac:s of worsiiin,

In eddition to wuyin_ tliese ciwurches the Tegroes izve reated

iy = T e A e A TINea ST S, R R B . TS N R
neny old woolen ator:z buildin s szl zre usin ' the: s substitutes
o - 1 E IO T a2 < - ; e N .
I'oxr ciurciy edifices, Thils fzot accounts for tre arozrent aul-

. LR 2R . o LN R N ey e e s
tip>dicity of zlzces of worsiiip in the zpred listrict.

in waich
in waier

— s~ O FR e - e e vy s T e TP St AU S
w220 15 repilly talidin s lzce,  Zusinecs zod enulrcturins Is
; _ v

—7 = crot el ; ti.a toer:
—cLiWaA=1] 7 tokdin over tlie rritor, onees uzad Tor cpivota
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rexidence. The manurfacturing, except ahat along the river and
railroad, is of the small loft type which takes over store
buildings and warehouses for use as factories.

Because of the run down condition of the major part of
tnis school district and the tendency of the underprivileged
to gravitate to this sort of locality, through economic
pressure we f£ind thnat the iiiller School District is inferior

in every respvect to the average urban community.
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are much more co.n.0n erizn’ thie rroolza thezn the non-_rovlen case

UJ

211 the defects in vieion ere suplis=d by the probleunl boys.

Torsils =7 PR VRT I I
QNS1LS Zri . 2n0Lls

"Tdess hsve chenied greatly in recent yjeszrs zs to what
constitutes darijerous tonsils, and =t tie pressat tile
cenerzlly tlhoee vhich ere obsiructive, which are associzt-

: i hE””*AJ, G those, nd notter whet size,
Trequent sore throats, rhouwaatisii or
ere concidered a dafinite menace." (2)
ced tonzils nezy often L2 the underlying

n the part of
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almost universally understood, nevertheless, one ccn be wery
certzin thet ade;cids and towsils iz 0w end then be the nzin
contrivutin: czuse to the mroblaur stztus ¢f some Loy of second-
ery school gre. Zxticustive studies tend to show these conditions
are outsrovn with sdvencings ege,

Iocuth Drezthins is usuelly czused by adenoids end tonsils,

troush in sowme ceses this ma, e only =z hebit. In either instonce

the faciesl exzression of the mouth breather Zives him a distinct
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e
w
)
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B
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t produces a vzpid fzeial expresszion which does
not react in his fzvor in socizl ccntectse.

Of ithe fifteen cases of bzd adenoids discovared in-the two
groups of boys, elaeven are scorcd zgzinst the protlem boys, to

four for the non-prollem Loys.

(2) Hsalsy, Willi=m. The Individuel _elincuent 2. 138
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Of tlie defective or troutlocome tinsils ei~hteen ¢

[

(Y]

S &are si:ovn

V)

in the trounle czzes o ¢ wiilb 1l Lo Jor the Loys wid 2re nskKin
accepteble socizl contscets. 3Benrin: uson these facts we have
the followin; statenent frou The ruulic Ileslth Sarvice:

FRPN 3 TN~ n = —y -~ ~ - B
"The Fublic Fezlth S:rvice reports the ni hect
incidence of rhcua: tisuy, Lons, cervicszl
eCenitis, znd zzr defects %
heve Leen roioved, thouv hh it wust b
thizt the tonsils viere e N POV e el alls
is e JILE1is vierle roCzod T2ll0Vel vecouse 0oL
these conuitions.t (3)

It is a2 generzlly zccertzd fzct thet Lad teeth are a men:zce

PES S i

to good health. Ulcersztea te=th zre interuittently vouring

»

a
stream of pus into the s_sten wnich mey cztuse 211 sorts of

couplications., It is ot only posszivble Lub cuite probzvle thet

an extremely ted condition of the teeth, throu h the irrit-tions

‘S

that they set up, micht be the underlyinz cause of & protlen

“

case conditione.

vy
@
3
0
e

s & second vizw of this problem which tut lstely heas
been brou_ht to the generel public consciousness throush extensive
generelly o not ccre to associzte with others
whio ere the poscessors of a prounouncz=dly vad set of tezti, czred
for improperly. TFossitly bzd tecth srevent some socizl relcotion-
ships which would he of va_ue to a boy in his everydsy experiences.

Dr. Rodgers reports thet,

ot only Go soume 80 to €0 wercent of childre
entrance and in nost school yzzrs, hive deat

defects tut in souwe Jezrs there is an aver- 2

1, &t

+

[§\]

of

(0]

(&) Rodzzrs, .r. riysicsel Defects of School Children.
Eulletin U.5. Deperwaent of Hezltin
Jovenber 15, 18°9 Fzze 3.
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lea cr omore decsjyin testhy, chicily in the
sorsry set per chila“. (1)

£11 this iras coreon lmowledre azont thiose interestad in the
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1d vefore the dreft for the world Vor,
but in this country tile provlem of dezalin: with these defects
has ceemed so overwnelinin - thzt althiou h most sclhicol s
cities with more thin SC,C00 pojulstion en:loy a dentist, only

the csurrzce has besn scrztched and seldom is the nunmber of pupils

with defective teeth reduced below S0 1ver 1008,

jh
Cases

In the hezlth chert oo 2 wiich Tollovs, ei ht cages of
bad teeth, two ol which wers pronouncedly so, zre found on the

rrouvlen cese eide, while tut four re;istered iIn the non-nrobleu

case Sroud.

This chiert 70. =

2

defects Dy groups. Proclaen coses are repressnhted by the Dars
on the lcft side of tlhie clisrt, non-proclem ceases on the right
side.

It will be noted that while only 12 of the 32 proclem Toys

~

were ffree frou 211 the derects under congider

0‘

tion, 22 of the umaich-
ed non-provlen coys had adenoids, wherezs only four non-grouvlen
poys showed this defect. Zi_hteen of tha problem boys had
defective tonsils and ei ht denteal defects. The non-problem

cases siow only eisht with bed tonsils asnd four uncorrscted dentzl

ive discovered czses of defective vision are on the

i)

defects. The

Problem side of the chart. The non-probliem boys show no defacts

(£) Ibld Fzze 4

('v
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of this nzture.

Cacrt ilo. 2 shows vary pleinly thet the four defzcts concicer-
ed ezre much ore prevslent in the provlem then in the non-probvlen
group. with such a pronounced cdifference in tlhie health conaition
of the two groups, as fzr as this study is concerned health play
an importznt part in the development of boys into provlem cases.
With 2 total of forty-two sezzraste znd distinct defects on the

provlem case side agziiist a totzl of sixteen on the non-problem

()

or

)

side, this scems to be the only conclusion possivle as S
these boys ere concerned,

Throuch daily contzct with cases 25 and 30 on the vroblem
case side of the fore;oins chzrt, the writer is convinced that
hezlth was a stronz contributinz csuse to their »roblem stetus.
Soth of thesse boys vwere restless in clzss and both gave an
impression of heavinz no rezrd for the consequences of their
acts. 3oth were in attentive and hzd the facial expression of
the sufferer rron adenoids. Case Ilo. 18 was also in this class
with slightly less pronounced sjymptons, In ceses 3, 6, €, 13,
15, 18, 17, 1o, 20, 22, 23, and 26, we shall be forced to look
elsewhere for contributinz causes as their heslth record shces
no cefects,

Cne peculiaripy on the non-protlem side wasrrants particuler
miention at this noint. Cases /0. 1€ and 22 seen to qualify as
candidates for this proplem group 1f hezlth is teken as a meszsur-
ing stick. Cese 19 rust have had other contributinz influences

to effset the hezlth handicap under which he labored. 3But in



he case of 2Z our idea seers 1o old as arfter the dsta in this
study started, this boy; was plzced in the writer's protlem group
by the 3oy's Counselor. So, if this study could hezve Dbeen contin-
ued indefinitely, boy -2 wni ht hzve teen on tne provleil case side

~

of the chart instead of the non-probleir. The findin~s of this
study hzd no influsnce in placin: non-problem cezse Ilo. 22 Iin the
problem czse room as tnis was done Dy the Zoy's Counselor who
had no knowledze of thie pro_ress of this thesis.

A study of the chart as a whole indiczies very strongly that
there is a marked znd significant relstionship between the hezalth
and the status or the bo,s uncer considerstion. This conclusion
is further embhasized by a study of certesin outstanding individuzl
cases.

Therefore, since:

l. The probleil czses show record of 42 physiczl defects whereas
the non-jprowvlen cases have only 1o such defects:

2. The numier of provl=m cases having derects is twice as

large as the nuwaver of non-protlem cases havin:; similar records:
3. There is & grezater tendency for the vhysical condition of the
oroblem boys to be complicated by more than one defect than is
found anong non-proovlem casess

-

It mey Le assumed that, in general, the hezlih factor is

closely related to the school edjustment of this group of pupils.






CHAPTER IV
HOME SITUATION

The family, as the primary group in which the child makes
his first social contacts and acquires his first social ideals,
has an outstanding opportunity to influence his future behavior
patterns., In this early setting the child not only acquires his
first concepts of group living but also adopts those attitudes
and ideals which will later fagilitate or hinder his ability
to become a part of the larger group. To what extent home
conditions have determined the social status of the two groups
who are being investigated in this study is the concern of this
chapter. In answering such a question, the investigator must
consider the physical, social and economic conditlons of the
home, and the attitudes and habits fostered by these conditions.
For this purpose the following problems were studied.

l. Foreign-born parents and illiteracy
2. Broken homes

3. Parental age

4, School attainment of parents

5. Boarders and lodgers

6. Other home conditions

7. Home ownership and renting

The parents themselves furnish the first standards of social
behavior for the child and interpret to him the customs and ideals
of 1life. When, for any reason, the child is deprived of this
early association or his faith in its value is undermined, he

must either turn to some other source or depend upon his own

immature ability to understand and evaluate the adult world






in wiiich he must live. Souetimes he is fortunctzs in finding in
the school, the settlement house leader, or some other socizl
agency a substitute for thz parentzl function. Ilore often he
must rely on the jud ments of his own gang or of slishtly older
boys who also hsve stru-zled unzided in a seeninsly nhostile
world;end the large nuuber of juvernile delinguents in our courts
today testify to the inszdequezcy of this leadersnip.

There are, unrortunctely, many i.flusnces which tend to des-
troy the closeness of fazuuily contscts and the understendin: wihich
is essentizl if parents ere to act as Jood interpretsrs of socizl
conditions. The inabilility of forei ,n-born varents who do not
speak or understand the lan;usze of their adopted country to
explain its laws and custowms, the absence of onc parent from
the fanily constellzation, or the advanced gze of the parents
at the tims when the child needs their understznding all tend
to weaken the porent's status and the child's faith in his
Judgment.  When, in addition, the family group is disrupted by
the presence of outsiders or living is rendered almost primitive
by the physicel inzdequacies of the 1livin  quariers the provlen
becones more acute. If, on the other hand, the personnel of
the family is stablzs and widerstending, the idesls are high,
and the physical conditions conducive to hezlthful zad haraon-
ious livinz, the ciiild bezins his strugsle to adjust to his
socizl enviromnment under & tremeandous advantige. IHow great this
advantsoe mey ve, or in what speciiic ways it functions in the
life of the interaediste school boy is 2 question that the

educator who is vitally concernsd in the cooperation of school
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and home for the good of the child must try to answer. In this
chapter, therefore, an attempt has been made to discover to what
extent the various factors listed above are related to the status
of the problem and non-problem boys who are considered in this
study{

Foreign-born and Illiterate Parents

The chidd, in the poor environment that his foreign-born
parent often gravitates toward in a large city, is in a position
to acquire many unsocial ways of reacting.

Before the parent can help the child to adjust to his social
sltuation, he must himself understand the problems to be faced
and have the ability to interpret these problems to himself as
well as to the child. In the large city the forelign-born parent
who frequently neither reads nor speaks English labors under
great disadvantage in this situation. In such cases the child
becomes an interpreter for the parent.

When this child gets into trouble with the people in the
neighborhood about the only version of the events the parents
get is the one colored by the child's interpretation of the
facts. This inability of the parents to understand well the
language of their adopted land often leads to a feeling of help-
lessness on their part, a factor which the wayward child quickly
appreclates and uses to the best advantage. Many times the
writer has had to interview parents through the medium of the
child who himself was the cause of the interview., It is much

more satisfactory to use a brother or sister as interpreter,






This lesazusoe Gifliculty often czuses o the pzrt of the
Tzther, who is ususlly the ”céar" in this type of rfemily, a
feelinzy of inzuility to cops with the situstion. OCut ol hiis
perflexity grbws the belief that hiis ciiild is hopelessly bad
and will never zmount to znythin . Instead of wise unlerstaund-
inz and 2zn att=unt to help the chiils work out uis or

and unnescesseary shysiczl punis
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ment, as the only ..eans of rorciny his will upon the child.

Teturally such treztiient rouses only resentiiznt in the child

(]
fj')

end tends to stren;thzn his coxnviction that he is confrontc
by =z hostile word wiich hz mmst outwit ©ty falr or foul means.
Since the Tiller district hrs a l:r.e perceatage of south-

.4

ern Zuropeans in its populzation it nisit be esxpected tiat this

infiuvence on the Lehzvior of the cuhiliren.
speak the laznuzge, of course, constitutes the zreau disadvanteie.
However, the pzrent who cznnot rsad the languzgze is cut off

from meny cources which misht enzble him better to understend

the customs zad nprobleams his child must fzce. ITe is also uneble

a

Lo co-operate with schiool or socizl azency =xcept when person

<

1sits and iaterviews ere possible. And, not lezst, he nust
1nevitzbly lose the respect of the growin: child to whom the

in the treinin~ of

)

art of readin; is merely a oDrimery ster
€Very school pupil.
In this study two fathers zad three mothers in the problem

STOUp could not spewk Anglish. While none of the rnon-proulem
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group labored under this difficulty.

Also in the problem group four fathers and five mothers could
not read English. while only Tfour of the mothers alone of the non-
problem group were thus handicapoed.

Thus it is seen that illiteracy and foreign birth of parents
occurs to a greater extent among the problem than among the non-
problem cases.

Of the five problem cases, two come from completely illiter-
ate homes, one comes from a home in which the father speaks but
cannot read mnglisn, one from a home where both parents speak tne
language but cannot read it, and one from a home where the mother
is unable to read.

The mother in a foreign-born family not being able to tead
Engligh interferes less with the adjustment of the family to their
new surroundings than would the father if unable to read iEnglish.
If the father of the Ttalian family can read and speak inglish
the mother can get an interpretation of important reading material
through him. It is interesting to note that on tne non-problem
side of the Language Defects Chart No. 3, that the two defects
in the Italian group are those of mothers being unable to read
English. This demonstrates that these Italian families have
made a better adjustment to the surroundings of the new world as
far as language is concerned.

Four of the five illiterate parents of problem boys are of
Italian origin, the other a negro. It will be remembered, how-
ever, that for each of the problem boys, a non-problem case of

the same nationality was found and that the parents of the four
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Chert o, 3.

PARENTS WHO DO NOT 3PLAN OR NwiD  ENGLISH

=" -Ttalidn

il

01

Am, Vhite

Negro

Fother can not spezx Znglish
::] Vother can not speak English
[ ] Father can not read English

Mother can not read English



Ttalian control boys vrere not illiterste. e cannot, therelore
’ ’
zttribute the vurilst' difficult, solely to the rnationslit,y of
- - J o v

-~

the parent, On the basis of this data it cezn Dbe s2id thzat vhen

ey N A e PRI o3 [ St I I . ~- 3 A
If pzreatzl guidence zad understzindinr Gspznd uronl the

s -~ £y

ability of the parent to adjust readily to neir situztione, to

L4 + o TR B b - 1 ~ - fal b} PR - £ -~ p 2 e YO0
interests ol the Loy, the &ge of the poarent gy De a sinificent
= + 3 . A3 1 R miy 3 - P PN 2 el S
Tactor in the =zdjustment of the ci.ili. This procls: is one waich

has, zs yet, received little or 1o scizatific stuly. This in-
vestizstion slhows thot thie aversoe of thie parents of proulem bojs
is ones yzar grecter thon that of tle lon-problem. The prodlen
and non-probl:iil groups were eguel In nuuver of
ed boys who ware oller thz:a th

rair.

t
The fzctor of schiool zttzlmaznt of the pzrent has 2lso been
sted in an atterpt to deterine to wizt extent the bojts
lack of adjustiient is relsted to the edueztionzl advantaces vwiich

.
01s parzats have teen oble to 2njoy.

The dzta on the gmestion were not complete in 211 czses.
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=Ven efter home visits hsd been madsz, It vz

€iln the inforiction fro. 211 f-thors ond mothiers. I soie cases
the pzpents feziled to co- -overste with thie investizrtor in f£illin:






the home made it impossible to gain the desired data.
The following figures include over half of the cases 1n

the study.
Averace Grade Reached
Problem Non-Problem
Child 7.3 8.8
.Father 6.4 7.5
Mother 6.7 7.5

It is intefesting to note that the education of the parents
of non-problem boys average about one year more than that of the
problem boys. It is also of note that parents of both groups
are equal or slightly superior in their educational status to
the great majority of the. American people. In a nation of
‘“sixth graders" these parents represent about average achieve-
ment.

In answer to the question asked the two groups of boys,
"What school subject do you like best?", the replies are some-
what illuminating. They were dividéd into two classes. One
class was the regular academic type of school work where the
child sits in a seat and does not get a chance for much physical
reaction. The second class included such pubjects as shop ahd
gymnasium where physical action is a prerequisite of class

work. Tne answers are as follows:

School Subjects Liked Best

Problem Non-Problem
Physically active subjects 17 9

Sedentary subjects 12 16
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homes in which th.re are vLozrders or lodsersy ounly sbout thirty-
three percent of the lion-provlean cases zre fzced with 2 similer
situstion. Thzre szre Tort; exira percons in ithe seventeen

homes frou wlich the vrouslenl LOys coue. Wailz ia the hozes of
tl.e non-protleom boys tlere sre twent -ei ht extra rersons.

-ore then on:-hzlf of tl.e roblan Leys cows from homes in whéch

there zre bozrders, wlzaress only one-tlird of the non-:rolen
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Chart No. 4.
BOARDERS AND LODGERS
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[0  Each square represents one lodger.






ROOMS PER HOUBEB AND NUIMBER CF PERSONS PER ROOM

6V

Table

#2

Problem Boy's

Home Home
Pair|Rooms |Family In- |Persons Rooms| Femily In-| Perso
o, Iuding Per cluding Per
roomers Room roomers Room
1. 9 13 1.4 8 9 l.1
2e 8 13 Lal 10 Lk Lyl
3. 11 10 o9 6 s 5 1y 8
4. ) 7 l.4 © 8 1.3
S. 10 14 l.4 5] i l.4
€. 10 8 «8 10 47 h Wy
7. 7 4 .4 7 6 .8
8. 8 10 o2 3 3 e
Q. 9 2L 142 7 6 o
A0 TR e 82 ) 5 o 8 1.3
1l, 4 4 1. © © 1.
2e| 6 14 Ce S g 1.1
13.| 14 12 o8 o 4 )
14. 5 7 l.4 6 ¥ Lol
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In the teoble sliovin: tihe nwaber of zercons in the hone,

a sinilsr result is found., Two Lundred z.oid fift,-onc pepole
were housed tiie problem hnowmes wi.lle 1n the non-problian

homes there were two huncred and Tive »ersons, a cdifference
of forty-six ‘eor

The estimcte from the United Siates Zurezu of Census of
12:8 gives for the city of Detrcit, within the ei-ht
circle, an averzge nuuwer of peozle in the home as 4.18. In
the case of the protlem boy's fzuily, this fijure is approxi-
metely 7.7 while thzat oi thie non-lsroblexn is 6.4 approximstzly.

ures show over-

(@)
Fy
i
[

Teking the averzge 1€, both of thase fizu

()

cpowdinz of tiie home, znd the influsnce of a so-czlled slum
o bJ
district.

The City of Detroit Board of IZducation census for 1825
snows 308,438 households, with 137,432 roomers. This is
? b

gpooroximately one roouzr to evary two households. In tha case

s

-

of the problem boy's feuily this ratio was one and one-third

ey

roomers to ezch household end five-eizhthis rooiers for each

(¥
"f)

household of non-provlem boys. Th i

S

(Y]

s
oroblem voy's frmily to epproxiucte the city average for roomes
whils the non-problécn Toy's femdlly nearly triples it. The

1

averazss tend to draw the attenticn from the specific czse,

3=
nevartheless they Zive us a view of the —Zroolen Terd to obtain
in any other wg]

The presence of boarders and lod ers in tiese homes lezds
imzediately to over-croudin:. In a district where houes are

filled Dbeyond norwuel czpacity certain proLlems are zliiost sure






to develop. Comrlete laclt of »hsiczl privacy seems Lo lezd

zlnost inevitebly o a loverins of noral stzalords.

\‘

1d pzrents siare the szuie rools, vdreuciure

3%}

?)

When cnildren
exposure to sex relationstip is zlusys present. Thus too
early contzct with the Tact of cohaditation bitween the parants

mzy produce emotional disturbaznce, wnich, in turn lecads to anti-

social Delzvicr. Or it may simply estzblish in the child's

nind & lecit of respect for tre wiolc relationchip. IFreqguently
sex practices ers found among to,s =nd Zirls in the saze fzuily

under such conditions. If the proulen is turther compliczated
by the loose coaduct of irreszonsicle lodzers, the chances thzt
children will escepe unccathad are sli ht indeed.

Ainonz the colored .rouvlsul cases in this study the condition
is complicatad by the fact thet in howes where many boarders or
roouiers gre housed the boys sre entirely isnorznt of the where-
abouts of their fathers or step-fathers

01;3 O‘Fl ~nr~,--1~o

In eddition to the personzel of the faiuil, or hone group,

o

Certzin other environmentel fectors ere instrumentsl in the
sheping of socizl behavior patterns. OFf these the croup
attitudes and ideals exert perhzps the strongest influence. In
8 objective investisztion it is, however, possible to measure
these influences only in tzrms of their concrete expressions.

=4

For this reason, the fzcts of home owvnezrship and the thysicnl

Condit+s - - . . P
PRditions of the hone hove bean investigated in zn cttennt to
deternms . , - cigs .

€lermines to what extent the livin conditions in the horne zare

Te ., . : \ s
Tlected in the socisl zdjustment of the child



63

I'ome Ovmershin ond Tentins

J.-./uh.»

e )

The Detroit Zorrd of Zducetion Census 18.5 shovs:

~
Fercent

Sinzle Gvmed Ifones €g,z02 nled
Ovned Flcots 24,705 Se3
Anertuments Ovmed oe3 -1
Unimovm Status 2¢,759 Cod

Rented Sinzles 102,933 22.2
rented ricus - 124,011 33e
Rented Apartients 83,310 1l.4

~o

Tne 2ot that some of the pzreats »I the boys in tiis
stucy hsve been howe loving or far-sighted enoush to attemrst
the purehase of a home is tcken by the vriter to incdicate a
Tanily solidarity thet is in advziice of those not meking this
attenpt.

With the purcihizse or a houme coses the feelins of permanecnce

and responsibility to tne marents. This feelinz rust be comuni-
- o

(03}

cated by actions, words, or attitudes to the children of the

iy

household. The fact of home ovnership in the studied district

is all the wmore important in the 1li ht of datd offer23i by Irnest

L o -

Re Groves “Sociczl Problem of the Fazuily'. He says,

"One of the most serious results of our h.using
situztion is tne fzlling orf in home ownershipj; this
decrezce has been going on since 180C. The conditions
in our cities of 10,000 or porul=ztion have not been
the same everywvherej; some heve had an increase, soLe
a decrease in hone ovn rDMWp but it is stated that
in every one of these cities there has been a sirik-

ing decrease in tlie number of persons owning their
homes free from debt.' (6)

Ths trend is unfortuncte, ror home ovmership encourzges attitudes

Ol socisl value. e who owns his house has an incentive to be

erested in the coumunity. Otmersiip also shows its influence

Q ~ . B - < 3 . 4
€) MrOVes, . rnvsu e "Sociel Provlenis of the Family™ Page 233

Conference or 3Socizl jork 1923
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Chart No., §,
-HOME OVWINNERSHIP

" : Italian
Am, White ~
| 1 _ Negro
L ]
L
|
L

LAl [ [1J Each block indicates that the boy's
family own their home,







in subtle ways in family life; the children are more apt to
be taught the value of property, neighborhood contacts are
regarded more seriously, the home is more likely to reflect
a sense of permanency and seif respect than when the family
merely rents. A decrease in home ownership tends toward
greater soclal restlessness and 1nstability.

Chart No. 5 shows that seven of the problem boys were
living in "owned" homes. If the previous generalizations are
to be accepted, this may be interpreted to mean that almost
twice as many of the non-problem boys had theadvantage of en-
Joying a permanent environment and of building up meaningful
neighborhood contacts. That this home training should provide
for the more fortunate boy a better type of social reaction in
his school relations them would be developed under a more
shifting home arrangement seems very probable. It is interest-
ing to note that four of the seven problem cases from home-
owning families were Italians, and that the four control
non-problem Italian boys also came from "owned" homes.

Physical Conditions of the Homes Studied

There are classic examples of great men who have spent

their childhood in poverty-stricken hovels. But it is known
also that the chances for the success of such a home or of

the children growing up in it are comparatively slight. While
it will readlly be agreed that comfort and convenience are

not enough to insure a good home enviromment, it is equally






clear that in a heme where living conditions are not modern
mich energy which might go to the building up of ideals and
social habits must be expended in the mere struggle for
existence. When ventilation is poor, health is jeopardized.
Yhen sanitary plumbing is lacking, the family struggles both
for minimum standards of decency and cleanliness and against
poor health. The lack of facilities for working drains the
strength of the mother and renders her less effective as a
guide for her growing children. Unsightly surroundings not
only serve as breeding places for germs but as destroyers

of pride in order and cleanliness and of habits of neatness
as well.

Conditions in many of the older sections of our larger
American cities are often appalling. Large families are
crowded together into small quarters; houses built to accommo-
date one family frequently house two or three with their
boarders and lodgers. Beds are used to capacity day and
night, and standards of decency and privacy violated. Modern
building codes are powerless to improve conditions in these
districts since most of the houses were built before the
standard requirements for light, air, and sanitation were
adopted, and the code laws are not retroactive.

Many of the houses in the Miller district are without
furnaces and without bathrooms. In these homes the social

standards of cleanliness and decency are hard to maintain, and
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Chart No. 6.
HOMES WITHOUT BATHTUB.

Italian
Am, White e 1
[ 1
1 = C i
_Negro _ "
_ e ] 'fj -
N ) g |
i ' o 55
e oo b ‘]
b A 0 1

11 Each block indicates that the boy

has no bath tub in his home,
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may conceivably add to the last and insurmountable burden to
the boy who 1s already finding the problem of social adjustment
difficult.

Chart 6 shows that nine of the problem boys come from homes
without bath tubs and that seven of the homes of non-problem
boys lacked this facility.

Phe majority of the houses in this district were built at the
time when it was the accepted practice to build a small house
with posts for a foundation and as many of these houses are
forty or fifty years old these posts have more #@r less disinte-
grated, letting the houses tilt at varying angles. This cer-
tainly is not the type of home which would instill in either the
parent or the child a sense of pride of ownership when returning
from his work or his school. The post foundatiop precludes the
advantages and improved environment of a modern basement. It
simply makes quarters still more crowded when all of the house-
hold duties usually carried on in the modern basement must be
Performed in an otherwise crowded living space. The homes
having no modern basements are shown on Chart No. 8.

Eleven problem and an equal number of non-problem boys
<come from homes without basements. The lack of basement
=Pace to do those household duties which are now relegated to
~the basement was brought clearly to the writer's mind upon the
«ccasion of the home visit to Problem Case No. 19. At the time

of this visit the mother was doing the washing in the kitchen
with @ hand power washing machine. The clothes vere being

hung in the combination dining and living room. The writer






and the colored mother sat beside the drying lires of clothes and
had their visit. The father and one of the boarders were &t work,
the other boarder who was a young colored woman was out doing
housework by the day. A little colored pickaninny about three
years of age was playing on the floor under the clothes line.
The rug on the floor was old and had several Loles in it. The
son who was Problem Case 19 was not at home. The mother could
not understand why her boy seemed to get into so much trouble.
Although he did take things that did not belong to him now and
then she did not seem to be over-interested in her wayward son,
and would be glad when he was o0ld enough to stop school and get
his working papers. The boy's own story follows. It is in his
own words without corrections of any kind. In his story we
get an idea of this "taking things that do not belong to him."
Colored Boy's Story (16 years of age)

1. My first remember of my mother was when we come to
detroit. We on the train and I ask how did it run.

2. I lived at 1little town atlanta. We lived down by a
Creak and it was sourrend by little tree and I always like to
Play in the crezk in the summer time.

3. My first play a boy name Robert and his little sister
¥ essie and Inez. We were always down in the woods playing ride
=a2nd go see. We uster have swell time there.

4, The time Went to school was when we played tit tat toe

TR the kinedgard that way my first day one the second I got a
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wirpin I hoted school every, z.tr,

F‘J

5e the tezclier tlet I dident 1like wes 1liss
slzn we and mzd oy nose bLl=2d @iy test tezehoer wzs (s, Grorce

the reason wiy I liks Ler because sie did not Liollsr =t ne,

6. The fircst thing T did wron +as when I stole so:e
whisky anxd drank 1t weat Lo scl.ool zad the teac’ er smcltd it
and wanted to s=nd e Lo the ==--=- --—= for it.

7. Ths firct tine I
sehr:ol and thie nolice chased 2 hiome velry n22r and nsxt wvas wihen
a druz store window lass vas Droken and we wef tolen to the
police st=ztion.

The thing I 1liked was plzayins &n water end riddiing wazon

and slidi:i; dovm bz.k end 2lyin~ nerdle th vells.

)]

2

(=4

8

bt
(S

o

Je

J

)

k]

::‘

<

=)

when I wor ten yzer old I learned now to pley baseball and
socker and Zikked to ply cards.
was wiea I was about 8 Jeers old I sgen a mon whipn Liis

wife accident a trzin raan ever a uan 22d cut him
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121 in to.*

Othier deta pertzining to the houe situstion bring
clzarly to the sttention of tie reader the fact that many
ovstacles must be ovierc.z by proolenm and non-prosleil cases
in order 1o obtain those comditions under wihich a well ordared
home mizht flourish.

In the czse of nins prol-m boys, Lack yzrds of the houe
preiises were unsishtly and in bzd condition. These s ne facts

held true in only four cases in conirol group. The rezder must



keep in mind thtt these T

sometines on tie sz.2 stre=ti,
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CHAPTER V

THE LOCATION OF THE HOME IN THE DISTRICT AND MOBILITY OF TEHE
FAMILY

Some of the influences on boys in this study in their home
surroundings have been discussed. Next in order comes the
territory immediately surrounding the home or the neighborhood.
These environmental influences effect both the problem and
non-problem boy. Nevertheless, there are some distinctions to
be made and some facts to be disclosed in the study of these
envirornmental factors.

The first part of this chapter relates to the distance of
problem and non-problem boys from railroad property, business,
school, playground and church with the commonly accepted idea
that the further away a boy dwells froﬁ any given factor the

less inf luence this factor would have upon him. Several of

the resualts of this study do not coincide with the commonly

accepted idea. For instance, it has been discovered that near-

ness to school has nothing whatever to do with the matter of
eliminating trouble cases. In fact, the opposite of the above
statement is often found to be the case. The facts are presented
in the following order:

1. Location and railroad property.

2. Location and business.

€. Location and school.
4. Location and playground.

S. Location and church.
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TABLE III, TABLE SHOWING DESTANCE FROM RAILROAD PROPERTY

Problem Boys Non-Problem Boys
Near (same block) 13 5
Far (three blocks or more) 16 21
Two blocks 3 6
Total 32 2

This table is transferred to chart form to give a picture
of the dindividual cases.

The following excerpt from one of the problem boy's life
story gives an insight into the lure of the railroad right of
way. The story is without correction.

"TYT moved from there when I was five years old and live
off Momroe I 1lived to houses from the railroad a playmete of
mine name Steve we'd go down by trhe railroad and hich the trains

we! thrw some of the coal off and sell it for 35¢ a bushel the

first school I went was Basstro school. Hated the principle

I llked my second grade teacher I liked school then, The
first time I did something wrong was when I was coming past

a péanmut factory the window was open there was iron bars
around the windows and salted peanuts in a large cooker
bereath +the window a boy in the school by the name of Joe

was With me Joe and I found a long spoon snd we put in through
the window and spoon by spoon we got peanuts, Joe went and
found a large shovel we started to shovel peanuts until we

had a box full of them we went in a barn and #iwided them

We s0ld about half of them. Some haloween my gang and I

80t Stones and throw them at the back of the house. When
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Chart No. 7.
DISTANCE FROM RAILROAD

Italian CEEERGE [
5
A LM
Am, White
Negro r
R SiEEER
k=t :
‘sz-
|
IHENE - - =
| _Id
| L
[T L

(e | Red square indicates less than one block

D Each green square indicates ome block of dis-
tance from the railroad.

Case No,2. on the problem side lives four
blocks from the railroad,
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districts ol Detroit, The motier of environrent is trouzht
Lone in a wmuch stron_cr ccauer Ly this shift in di:ztricts.

N = 3 Qe : s ~ At I3 at-ns . it an P - ol A Ao o
he children in this new cdistrict cre Auzriczsn white from holes

houes are new, mostly ol brick veneer or well peointed fraue

onstruct

},l.
,_J
[ ]
o
(o]
w
ct
H
(D
(L
ct
n

er:d well kept lams abound in the

PS

district. In othzer words, tlhere is zn ztiioschere of

()
(e
0
O
]
ct
)
[\
(]
pr

glertness, and lilfe in ihe new district in Lerx

3 -9 e \ - 7 9 P PR 7 - - <= ) ~4 4 ~
coverad in this study. The cdirference betijeenl o situctions

are ezsily senszed by one wio is in the least socizlly minded

and riust lezve thelr lostin. iuirassion on the youth who is
susjected to the:ir.
Dictarcz from Zusiness

o - ) 1- oo o
Serma Zlock c8 el

(@)
'3
D
13
’_)
O
(@]
r
1=

G| N BN

(¢))

The ebove fizures siiow to the sdv

)
h

1wtzze of tlie non-
prooient boys in thzt fower of thein live in the saue block
with Dusiness places. 4 gre

ster nwiver of thenm live one

block eway =nd the four who live more then ons block avway



&6

thet this grouging (2 czses night be eccidentsal, vut the

~oo S ~

m -, AT 1 ~ - = ~+ 3 .20 At oA AarmA raas P
The mz) shovinZ the locecztlon ol Tusiness znd neurect-

= —~ X ) - o} .- — - - -
urins will b2 Tound on psre 22 Chzpter II.
Digtonce Tron Sclool Duiliines

A brief peruszl of ti.e following teble end clizrt will
istance frol sclhool hzs 10 Leazrin: wihsitasvar oo

—

a
tie oroduction of proilem czges i tiids stud,. I any con-

clusions ere drzim they lezd us to Lelieve thezt the onposite

of tie situ

(&S]

anotrer recent stud,. C. Te. Coleomzn, Ezumond Hish School,
(10)

Tzrpionli, Incisne, in a study ia vhich he matches for

tion vould be truce This fzct fells in line vith

sex ana grode only, rinds tnct tie proolem boys in his study,

are forced to walk to the buildin: then the non-prollenl.

Distanice to School

Dist-nce to 3chool Fro.l»n Czse Ton=rron.

e
£3

O]

-

cn the averzge, live nearer tihe csciool and theat fewer of them

D

From ™o to 3ix Zlocls 15 12

Ov.r Six Rloclic

AV]
l.—l
~J

Tot=1l
- ol

(¥V)
8V]
(9]
o

(10) School lizview June 1, 130 Fege 434 - Article



&7

Tie followin t .i: sacwe the conparctive distznce of
the two groups of woys fron e »ley cround viiich is super-
vized by & »nle,; sound director. This trble would seziz to
indicate thzt the [l ound's nezriess ras 1ittls influe-
nce in the correc:inz of tho cerects wiich tend to produce
boy rroovlems. The Tzct thot the uwsusl olezy-round dirsctor
lezvas the Zrounds st nine o'cloclt in tihe evenin: thus
lezvinz the boys to their cvm leadershiin undouvtediy hes a

bezrinz in this siturtion.

-~ Ly m TV A ey~ =
Jdist=nce 7o Pl-o—rouni
LIRS : cr-. -] = ST N Y r 10 3 T~ =~
Distrnee to I'lavround rroo.z2l Case llon=rrobh.,rze

Three Zloclis or Les. 24 21

Three to 3ix Elocks 8 S

Over 3ix 3locks 0 3

Total az 32

Dictone2 Trom Church

Church menbership and attendance will Te discussed in the
followinz chezpter on "sociel Crosnizations. Physical distance
only, from tne church attended will bde discussed here.

In tiie Tollowin; teble 1t will be r=z2dily observed that

if distence frou church hes iwuch effect on the boys in this

m
ct

udy it is in rev:rse order of what one would ordinerily

expect, Thet is if we hzve the idea that handingss of a place



of worship tends to .:zke Tor tetter trzits in boys we shsll

be forcad to look be ond thiis stuldy tor our wrool,

Distrcrece Sro.r Churen

Distznce Fro. Zhuren: rrolzl Coee Ton=rrodlan Case
Twro “lociis o Iecs 19 10
T:0 to Four ~locks D S
Over our “1ocks o 17

Total 32 32

Terent Teli-ious Sects in The Digtrict

In order to shww what the Tzxiliss of the boys in this
study have a varicty ol cl.oice in The uctiter of religious
beliefs the nanes znd locztions of Ttz chuwrches in this
district hezve bean added.

The Churches listed here hove be2n loczted on the mzp

on psse

Church Location

septist (Colored) St. Lubin and lullet
Church of Cod (Colored Orlezsans and ullet
3zptist (Colored) Cztherine and Deluilandre
St. gohn Presb tarizn (Coloreld) Catiicrine znd Dubois
Beptist (Colorz4) Sheraan and Rivard

St. Joun's Gum:an Irotasitzant Sl.erman and nivard

Ste cO0seph's Czthwolic Jay end Orleans
German Lutheran Jos,., Cauwpau and Jzy
African il. B. (Colored) Chene and Jay

Church of Gol (Colored) Chene znd Jay

t. ary's Cztlhiolic Conrress and Crle=ans
Qur Lady of Ilelp» (Catlolic) 2lmmsood and Congres
Italian ll. . lcbouzall znd ug;adette
Jrencit Cotholic Durois and Fort

Senta lzriz Cathalic Fastings and Tort

Church Cztholic Lonroe and ot Antoine
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Church (Colored

Church (Colored
Presbyterian

Church Baptist (Colored)
Catholic §Syrian
Catholic (Syrian
Baptist (Colored
Lutheran

Church of God (Colored)

Hall Colored Ba§tist

Mobility

onroe and Riopelle
Dubois and Chene

Dubois near Chene
Clinton and Jos. Campau
Clinton and Jos. Campau
Charlevoix and McDougall
Arndt and ucDougall
Arndt and cDougall
Benson and McDougall

St. Antoine and Erskine

A large part of the city's population that dwells in

rented houses and rooms is in a constant state of shifting.:

This shifting instead of being a matter of years is more often

a matter of months and days.

Tne neighborhood contacts for

the child of such a shifting family are temporary and if the

family moves out of the district the friendships formed earlier

are not likely to be lasting.

However, 1f the family remains

in the district the child's friendships may be made more lasting

through the medium of the school environment.

With this ceaseless moving there must come to the family

a loss of stability an?! an attitude of uncertainty.

This atti-

tude must be reflected in the mental life of the child who 13

forced to live under such conditions.

In the district

studied this shifting of families from place to place due to

economic and other reasons is very pronounced.

It must have

its derogatory effect on both the problem and non-problem boy.

The following chart will give an idea of the shifting

which 1s taking place in tais district.

These figures were
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Time that family lived =t one location

Race No. 3 year 1l year 2 year 3 years 4years 5 years pver 5 years
of
fam- o % ITo X No % No % No % |No % | o %
ilies
Colored 201 [26< 2 186 120.6 | 136.1 15,11119 [13.2 | 47 |52 |32 3.0 | 119 131
Bhite 800 66 | 13.2 55 |11.0 60 | 12,0| 46 Pscl S8 17406 |88 170 1200 40,0
Total 1401 328 241 196 165 85 67 319 53.1
LZIIGTH OF RESIDENCE I DETROIT OF FALILISS IiT MILLZR DISTRICT
Race No. of 1l year 3 years 6 years 9 years < years 15 years over 15 years
families | Wo. , % JNo B . INo... % ITo % o % | No % No %
Colored 002 116 |12.8 1110 | 12,2|213 [23.6 | 226 |25.0 {164 [18.2| 60 s’ 13 LS
White a0l oo T8 45 9.0 54(10.8 49 @om 95 H@oo mw Hw w 1llllllllll
. ~ H.wo ¥ ..wO .0
To tal 1403 155 155 or 4 P
= a6’ 286 239 129 g

L y . )
ror the purpose of comparison the graphs of the problem and non—PIoblen Bt
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The foregoing tatle and chart No. 9 showing length of
residence at the previous address presents a better picture of
the situation because 1t represents a finished incident; the
present address is not complete and there i1s no way of telling
how long our subjects will live at that address.

In the preceding Chart Fo. 9 the non-problem boys lived
longer at the previous address then the problem boys. VWhile
only nine of the problem lived at their previous address longer
than their matching non-problem family. This indicates that
mobility influences the problem and non-problem status of the
cases here studied to quite an extent. Permanency of home con-
ditions certainly tends to be reflected in the socizl reaction
of the cases here reported.

In summing up the items taken up in this chapter it is
evident that unkempt railroad right-of-ways and the mobility
of the family have considerable bearing on the making of problem
case boys.

The items of distance from business, schools, and churches,
seems to have little bearing in this matter of problem case
production. Distance from playgrounds probably enters to the
degree in which the boys affected "hang around" the playground
nights after the playground supervisor has left. The gang
activities elsewhere described flourish from the time the
playground director leaves until the various individuals, of

a necessity, have to return to theilr homes for the night.
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of many more clubs.

Training in living and cooperéting with one another is one of
the elements which needs great emphasis put upon it for the benefit
of the children brouzht up in the enviromaent of thiis school district.
Reared with a background of quarrelsome families and neighbors,
where better can the children learn a kindly forbearaaice toward the
other person's opinion and an aniable warking out of community
problems than in well organized clubs gaverned by their own
associates?

A partial list of the recently organized clubs follows:

Boys Clubs Girls Clubs
School Service School Servicé
Debating Debating
Radio Bnzlish
Stamp llathem=tics
Mathematics History
Aeroplane Sewing
History Dramatic
Dramatic Cooking
Boat Housekeeping
Fisher Coach Art
Traffic

Church Membership and Attendance in Relation to Problem and
llon-Problem Boys

The efficiency of the church in helping boys depends on
many other environmental factors. In order to interpret the
helpfullness of the church to the boy we should know something
about the culture of the home, and the economic status of it,
The attitude of the nationality to which the boy belongs, to-
ward church attendance is of greater importance than the fact

of membership.
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tembershis in a nwater of diviorsified socizl oris

tior

™
i-(
n,)

is a mark orf socizl consciousness. In a study of umewvershin
to obizin not only

T
the nw.o=r but zlso ti.e ind © eactivitizs carried on. The

,_J

well rounced citizen will belonz to orjonizations of various
activities,

Cn the followin soge is a liot ol tlie ziccees o the

senizztions which zre nuuereted in the feresoinz tedle.

or
One very striliin; ingtocnes 1s crou_ht out by the listing of
the nases of the vorious orsanizatioansz. Three or the four
Ttalizn fathers i..the vroblew group telons only to en Italian
club, the other iwierbers of the fewily do not belon; to eny
leisure tine orzsnizoticns,.

observin; the noa-proble.a 1ist of clubs and lodzzs it

L)

H
+
v

H,

is found thet none or the four Itslizn fzthers of non-vroblem
boys belong to Itzliszn clubs. Cn the surfzce this seems to
indicate thzt the Itzlizn Fethers of tue non-problem bry
hevz porzs cowpletely civen us the 1life of their fsihierland

d turnad to rezlly living the 1life or their zdoptad country.

3 Pl

This would show thet the Tawnily orf the non-provlem I=ther

4

was firmuly established itsell in the new country while the

a“_ . -

proclen: boyst fauily has w0t thoroushly mede thiis adjustment.
The Voodwran Lodse hzre listed znd occurins in a problen
t is

case 11

[30)
(0]
£

2 1nsuresce orgeaizstion witiwout re ulsr cociel

meetinzs of eny kind. On2 of the listed poy scouts oun the

proolem cose list wes not zctive in scouting. If these de-
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ductions are nizde frcm the bey's list of the proulel ceases

I

thie non-probvblem boy's list iz superior Leoth in nunoers be-
lonsing and in the quality o orjenizations in vhidch they
have pencersiiip,
A5 0 CLU2S 2D LC2EIS
Frouloll So06 o oiuio CTon-svonlz: . 0,8 Foooily
rather iother 203" Fcther ..other 20
4 lLason 1 Zion 3 Young 1 ¥Cx 1 Church YIICA
1 “joocien 2 Joodi.an WJoodiien 1 Builders Club 3 Loy
3 Itzlien 1 Zastern 2 YICA 2 Blk 1 Lodgce Scouts
3 K. of F. Ster 2 Boy Scouts 1 Lodze 1 Z. Star 1 Y.urg
1 2lk 1 Lutherzn 2 l:zxonic Scriuvs
1l Ioose 1 Sunsnine 1 K. of P. 1 Frenk
Bzn lin
1l Freskiin St. Strest
osettlenen sattle-
rent
1s 4 12 ) 3 11
Gzns
In the 1l:rzer cities wihere the sluw area with its attend-
ant poverty end isorgenizstlion exists the fermztion or Zzn: s
of delincuents is likel, to occur. n this con.ection Thrscher
saysz:
*Ganzs represent the spontencous erfrort of
boys to crzete a society for theﬁSleas where none
edecquate to their nrneeds exists., ‘That boys zet
out of such essocietion th=t the, do not get
otherwvise under the conditions tr t aduit society

imposes is tle thrill end zest of rerticigsetion
in coir.on interests, wmore eS)eCIQllJ in corporzte
action, in hunui.r, cepture, conilict, fli at,
and esczpe Conflict with other gsngs end the

aQ

2



world stout thne.. Turnishes the occasion rfor
nany of their srous activities."(12)
One of the entisocial ectivitizs of the gazng is truancy
rrom school. Factory locotions, reiiroald _roverty, znd
rarkzts sre fertile so0il Tor frusncy sna ;=2ng develorment.

-

"s a rule
but in sctusl f=ce
step on tne down
”1enonlto*" )

S \
crt=nt oz

trurney s 1ittle thou~hit of,
t, it is usuzally the T'irst
vard stoir to crime, the first
T more desperste nils-

=1

cenleznors. The succeeding stases are self-evi-
cent. If a2 voy wleys truocnt Le has frou the
outsat to covzr ul Iiis mu¥z..enis by prolon’ed
and hrray 1lyin:. Hzvin: shirked one lesson with
lupunity, he will think it no more hazerdous to
snirk a secon Tie next fine dzy, heving

skuiked off DJ ot
will deem it wis

o)

efternoon he
il nizht rells,

[}

imselT Tfor a wnol

er to lie low unt

- (D

when his pcorents are tired =2nd perheps in beal! (lu)
If the trucnt is successiul in nhis Tirst trusncy Lecszuse

of fovorezle conditions or lack of interest on the vort of
parents, ne is well set oun nis wzy to Iurther celinguenciles.

J11 of tle proulew ceses Lere studied Lzve been trusat
from schwool meny tlies, this beins one of the reasons Tor their
selection as meitbers of the cozchin: group. The writer hzas
often ~one out in the uornin: asfter school called 'picked
up' seversl o7 thel from the sireet corners. The czr of the
writer espied, the trusnt usuzlly made no zttampt to esczp
vut czume when called with a “well I'm ceuht, misht as well
co to school®™ attitude.

Stezling is the leadia: ectivity of the adolzscent -an:.
The writer vy dint of czreful cuestioning was initisted into
(1z2) Thrasner, rrederic L! "The Zeng" Feve 37

(13) Durt, C,rul

nm
L1012

Young DellRCLen*“ Fee 183
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I ostearlin: from oz weddler's cart. 'Mlhe vz

do dt," szys 5z, 'is to »ick a peddler o 1s old ceuse

~—

soinething znd run.

I the oediler se2 you ne will rave to stow

MNis horse hefore ho czn ~2t out of his wzson, Thet gives jyou
Tinie enouvsh o sEt sun gl

ne zEng nender lives nsey & reilroad,

ectivity of the genz. Fearents

nrasced Tinzneially ers lictle to ovarlook the
e, lupersonsl corporetion end

2 the boy to further depreds=tion. This

o

(
f)J
()
[
}_l.
;Q

nouent is further

Zssured thst tue tiiin e 1s doin~ 1s unol reglly bad at all

but that he is Turtharins the interzsts of his pasrents by

o

Orincing home naterial needed in naintzining the hore.

Ls 2 —ensar

-

[A)]

1 rule Doy merioers of a Z=ng do not consider

it misconduct to steal when the inz toZether.

The aporotation of the rest of the zsns seecins

4 . - e
s Lo nodie u

or cny uncoci 1 aspeet the zZang menders can see in the

situction.

(4]
@]
)

Cn the fzvorite occupations of the Doy zanzs in the

district studi=d is "Shootinr Crazps". The scens of this

exciting ectivity is usually an ellsy vhere the ~ame can be

= Tt

protected oy tha outjut of soue builiing. An =lley onen et



both ends is chozen end diring the dice shiootin: ac

ct

ivities
a Jlook-out is rnaintzined at the oponing
loox-outs are plzced so a3 to -ive wzrnins of the ajproach

oX a “cop' or za ecuzlly zus_icious cunmreactzr. The source

OoxX the none,y wiich iz used in these crap =

szzes 1s varicde.

Stolen moterisl solld to tie Juwdc ey 15 onz2 of thz ever-

Uused neans of proviiin; it. Lunch wone)y ~ivea

o
1,7 the porents for us2 in the school lunch room contrisutes
tidef is znotner

S ourc2 of incoile

Anothier nezns used Dy the szns te et money is the

""rollins of drunks". This is a typical s=n - operation end

i s carried out in the fH1llowins wenner.

The vigtia, a nan
WWito hzs taken on uore snti-Tolstezd Deversre thzn he cza

<ll carry, is set uron ty the ;-nZ. Sevaral of the

< - .-\).
\2mnpers workins in unison teie him ¢ovm and hold him while

Other nembers o thirou h his pockets and tzlie what iioney

Lhey find. ‘hen this is zccounliched the c=ng siuiply scurries

Y-r

awsy fro:a the intoxiceated onc, leavinz him pro.ir:ste on the

grouad minus his money, but othemrise none the worse Ior his

- b=l

drneriznce.
-

Trrasher well states the situetion in saying the "rang

is a phenouona o zlolescance. a (1) AS thie zenz member be-

coules olaer Ui.e zzng of his adolsecent period mey disinter

3 T e
i - L

m

rzte, or it mey ewsrze into the adult gens, vut in any

event the influence of g=zn.; life in boyhood lizs TLecoiie one

(14) Thrcsher,rrederic [, "Tie Geng" Faze 3



o the most aifficult probloms ¢ societye.
The district covere=d in this study was the scene of the

ral

growth and developiient of D2troit's fzaous "Purpls Gong".

Crigi nallj the basis of

<,

ils i

narie the gong tooiw. This Jznz with edditions and desariions

<

2

wzs an out,ro.wth of za zdolsecent ~roud wviiich carried over

into mznhood., This one coatiauous [1roup has cost the State
D

Tollowinz are souiz tpiczl ranz names in the district

studied.

Phz:iitoms Chene Strest Gezng
2111y ZEunlers Lizlitenincs

Vegeovond 71 _ht Tawks Catnerine JStrect Zz=ng
Zlacxk Ricders of Z.erice Red Circle

Aaskiinos Wetll Co Ciud

Laveaido “oxin: Cluo Sud =illikens

Tecoouzzall Alley Rizper sthletic Club
rrenalin Ste Settlement Zunt Atiiletics
hegtaut C:.n; Xit huts

Lagl: Street Jightin: Yenks
Chizse Llood Cangz yr't1 e cn*
4¢a‘“ Ge Fea Hc? ricks jang

Rzd ‘rrrovs S5t. Aubin

ceaninetion ot the gbove gang nziies teads to shiov nztion-

Fy

The followin: Chexrt To. 10 szovs the distritution o

ceng renbersiip 2uuon the problem end non-problei; Loys. In

<

the problem group there are fifteen neubers of gangs well

) i

enoush orgzuiidzed to hewz: a neme and in the non-problem zroud
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There are seven. These results snow that gwng memberships has
a very positive correlation with proolem droduction, and that
there is a fertile field for socizl workers who can teke these
gangs over and lead them gradually to become social rather
than antisocial organizations.

In referring back to the discussion of the nhealth chart
in Chapter TII, the fact is mentioned that non-problem Cases
19 and 22 seemed to qualify for problem cases i1f health de-
fects were taken as the criteria. Case 22 later became a
member of the »nroblem group and Cass 19 did not.

In observing the foregoing chart we find tnat non-problem
Cass 22 was one of the gang members of his group while Case lio.
12 was not. This may help to explain why one of these boys
later became a problem case while the other, in épite of his
health defects, seemingly made right contacts with society.

It should be restated that tre findings of this study in
no way influenced the selection of boys for the problem case
rooms.

Conclusions

1. Church membership as considered in this study seems to
have no effect in hindering or producing problem cases.

2. Non-problem boys belong to more and better social
organizations then problem boys.

3. Gang membership is $ignificant in that there ate more

than twice as many vnroblem boys belonging to gangs than
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Chart MNo. 10.

[:::::::] Italian

Am, White

Negro

[] Each block indicates that the represenged
boy is a member of a gzang well enough
organized to have a name,



non-probvlem boys.
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CllaPTuR VIIX

LiISURs  TILE
Cne of the valuable activities, if persued correctly,
in the use of leisure timne, is that of reading. Literature may
help to produce either a good or bud attitude toward society.
This attitude is undoubtedly the result of the kind of literature
supplied to the growing boy. '

Cheap Literature

One of the causes of delinguent behavior most exploited now-
adays 1s the pernicious printed story. The effect images, estab-
lished by poor stories, have on the individual following unfor-
tunate acquaintance with hnarmful literature, may be most powerful
and frequently recurrent. The perusal of a connected story of an
exploit is especially bad.

Ordinary mundane happenings tend to be unint8resting to the
habitual reader of cheap literature. Out of this sort of story
comes the urge summed up in that expression of modern youtn "to
get a thrill". This attempt of the growing generation to "get a
thrill" is the cause of many unsocial acts on their part.

Newspapers

Getting into print in the newspapers probably figures in
sensational impulses to which many young boys as well as older
ones are subject. Newspapers have this thing to account for in
reporting crimes and robberies. The whole plan of procedure of
the malefactor is written up for the impressionable adolsscent
to read and use as a model is he is so inclined.

In this study no effect of the newspaper was showvn, but
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Chart No II“.
PERIODICALS GOING INTO THE HOMES

By Ttalian

Am, White

Negro

[j Yellow block indicates News paper

D Red block indicates Poor fiection magazine

- Green block indicates Standard fiction magazine
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thie personal observation of the writer in dealing witn tne
oroblam cese boys daily lcemis him to Delizve theot szrtly
exacuted roobariss aad pan kKillings tend to nziie the do=
linguent surer of hiusgelf znd his ddesa of the best wzy Lo
et along

Tewspopers contain various t pes of literzture, axxc
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renxracents tlhie o low boy's houe.

Poor Tiction

The ternm poor fiction Iis here taken to mean those period-

7]

e

czls vhich the pullic librsry does not subscribe for ax

&

tiose which the fziilizs of medium or hi_her culture o not

0
©
o]
[
ct
(6]
| el
-
s\)
<
W
'_J
o]
ct
’
(v
[ ad
L
f—)
-
(\
D
]

10 be read by the boy or oirl who
is in thz edolescent stc 2 of development. These periodicals
ezre the typzs that zpoezl over stiron:ly to the sex and zdventur

2y ymtq Y ~ NN P N 1- g omymde s mas 17 -~ - 5 .
inpulces of the rz2zder. The aldventires relstsd are overdrsim
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- [SRNPAPY il
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with often =z unlervorll hero or the Indicn killing hero of

poysas
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the ola frontizr. The s2x storizss generzlly akked by sone
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¥hen I told my mother, that I was going to Belle Isle,

But when to the sand pile by the river. And started rolling
down the hill and almost rolled into the river.
The Automobile

The automobile is a new factor entering into the influence
on family life., Much is being written on the subject of the
automobile and its connection with delincuency. One set of
educators(ls) list as the six major causes of delincuency:

(1) Automobiles, (2) Movies, (2) Dance halls, (4) Liquor, (5)
Broken homex, (6) Magazines.

The automobile affects the home in so many different ways
that it is quite unsafe to make any defirite generalizations
about its influence. An automobile can do just as much on the
side of home solidarity as it can do to produce delinquency.
The way the car is put in use i1n the home and who 1s allowed to
drive it have a great deal to do with its effect upon the
home atmosphere. There is no question about the fact that a
parent who allows his child the unrestricted use of an automobile
is very liable to be unconsciously contributing to the child's
delinquency. But on the other hand an automobile that is the
pride of the family and stands for higher standards of living
in that family must be considered as a source of good influence
in the home of its possessors.

Chart No. 18 shows the ownership of automobiles by the prob-

lem and non-problem boys' families. Here we find ten of the

(15) Article in "Michigan Education Journal" April 1920, p. 491
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are on a higher economic plane than either negro or American
white neighbors.

The negro situation presents a very different picture. The
high degree of economic dependence of the problem homes makes its
absence among non-problem families stand out sharply. It will
be recalled that of the seven thoussnd welfare cases in this
district seventy percent are negroes. The absence, therefore,
of relief records for tne non-oroblem families stamps these homes
as decidedly superior to the general negro population. The whole
negro situation about which many volumes have already been written,
is involved in such a situation. The following figures show extent
of dependency for families studied.

Families Receiving Velfare Aid

Nationality and Race Problem lTon-Problemn
Italian 1 0
American White a 1
Negro 12 4
Total 17 S

The migration of the negro to the north has created its
own serious problems. Not the least of these grow out of the
nature of the quarters in which the group has been compelled
to live. In the north, as in the o0ld south, the negro has
been shunted into the older quarters of the city where buildings
are antiquated and inadequate. In addition, restrictions have

been set up which have limited the areas into which
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It may also be assumed then that the lower type of
positions held by many of the fatlsrs and stepfataers of the
problem boys has a corresponding degrogatory effect upon the
actions of these problem cases.

The following conclusions can be drawn from the data
presented in this chapter.

1. Poverty is a contributing factor to the production
of the vroblem case boys.

2. Long hours of work by boys outside of school tends to
hamper good social adjustment.

3. Results of investigation as to family income although
not accurate show that the inconies are low,

5. Quality of position held by boy's father has soue

significance.



CEAPTER IX
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The Miller Intermediate School district is in the oldest
area &én the city of Petroit, Michigan. It is now one of the
areas being considered for reconstruction by the Federal Govern-
ment and the City. Socizl conditions there tend to provide
problem situations for growing boys. In matching the 32 problem
boys 1n this investigation the items of age, sex, race and na-
tionality were used in selecting the pairs. In this manner two
sets of boys were obtained, one group being the problem group
and the other group were boys who were making acceptable social
contacts. The method of matching pairs eliminated the elements
of age, sex, intelligence and nationality. This elimination
simplified the problem to some extent.

There have been four waves of race and nationality movements
over this area, French, German, Jewish, Italian and Negro, the
two latter races occupying most of the district at the present
time.

Health defects herein investigated of the boys studied
show that the problem boys were much more handicapped than the
non-problem boys in the matter of physical defects. There were
16 cases of infected tonsils among the problem boys to 8 cases for
the non-problem boys; 11 cases of adenoids to 4 cases for the
non-problem; 8 with decayed teeth to 4 for the non-problem;

5 with impaired vision to none for the non-problem. These

figures total 40 unfavorable health items for the problem group



to 16 for the non-problem boys.

The home situation of the non-problem boys is less vexing
as they had more educational and social advantagés in their
homes than the problem boys. Illiteracy is slightly higher
among the parents of the problem boys than among the parents
of non-problem boys. Parents of the non-problem boys averaged
about a year more of education. Homes broken by desertion were
more common in the problem group in that eight of the problem
boys! fathers had left their families to shift for themselves
to five for the non-problem. More of the famllies of the
problem boys entertained boarders and lodgers. The totals
showed 40 lodgers or boarders in 17 homes of the problem boys
to 28 in 11 homes of the non-problem boys. No difference was
found in age of parents, amount of trouble with neighbors, base-
ments in home, or an irregularity of meals did not affect the
situation,

More problem than non-problem boys chose as the school sub-
ject they liked best shop and gymnasium work. A greater majority
of the non-problem boys made as their first choice a more
physically restricted or so-called academic subject such as
mathematics or English.

Problem boys live nearer business places and railroad
property than non-problem boys.

Nearness to school, church and playgrounds shows no apparent
siénificance, the problem boys as a rule adiving nearer to these

social influences than the non-problem. The neighborhoods in
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the district offer comparatively few types of social and
recreational activities of a high order. The problem boy's
family moves about from place to place much more frequently
than does the family of the non-problem boy.

The proportion of church membership ip this area for fami-
lies of both groups was sbout equal. Tnhe same is true of
church attendance.

The non-problem boys belong to slightly more and a better
class of clubs than problem boys do. Gang membership seems to
be fairly significant since more than twice as many problem
as non-problem boys belong to gangs. Boy Scout organizations
do not reach the problem boys in this study. The non-problem
boys' homes, as a whole, contain better reading material than
the homes of the problem boys. Problem boys are less restricted
in their attendance at movies than non-problem boys. <he fami-
lies of the non-problem boyé own more than one and one-half as
many automobiles as the families of the problem group. Bed
time for the problem boys is less restricted than that of the
non-problem boys. Non-problem boys play twice as many musical
instruments. A larger proportion of non-problem boys were al-
lowed to bring children into the home to play than of problem
boyx. The non-problem boys also more frequently had a place
to work in the home and the opportunity to work with tools.
Poverty is a contributing factor to the production of problem

cases 1In this study. Long hours of work outside of school tend
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to hamper good social adjustment. In making the investigation
of family income the information given was apt to he unreliable.
The occupational status of the boy's father or step-father has
sienificance in that the fathers of the non-problem boys held,
on the average, more responsible positions.

The conditions investigated in this thesis together with
the long period of teaching and observations on the part of
the writer in the Miller School district and fis experience
with problem boys lead to the belief that there are many things
which could be accomplished if the public in general understood
the situation.

¥irst, the housing situation should be corrected. This
could be done by a constructive program of parks and boulevards
and the encouragement of the replacing of o0ld and tumbled-down
structures by sanitary buildings. Thils is now being considered.
Meanwhile those boys who are being made into problem cases by
this environment could be lifted bodily out of it and placed
in a dormitory schoo} where their life activities could be
carried on under the direction of sympathetic and competent
instructors. Such a plan is now being discussed by the Detroit
Board of Fducation. Some such arrangement as this seems to be
urgent in this community. When the problem boy becomes a
~hardened trouble case it is almost too late to do much to cor-
rect his habits of reaction toward society. By the time the
ordinary problem boy has been taken to court a sufficient

number of times to warrant a court order to a reform school,
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that institution has little left upon which toviwork. In other
words, we are attempting to make our corrections too late in
the 1life of the boy who reaches the reform school.

Some slight knowledge of this situation has been sensed in
dealing with the liquor question. Public opinion lets the con-
firmed addict go his way but is trying to prevent the younger
generation from falling into such habits. The same situation
holés true in the case of the problem boy. ‘We are spending our
time and dollars on him after he has become a problem instead
of attempting t? prevent such a career.

All of these problem boys have been continuous failures
in their school work, and these failures have a bad influence
on their attitudes toward life. This "failure complex" can be
overcomes by assigning tasks to the boy that he can accomplish
succeesfully and then praising him for his success. It is be-
lived that mental stamina is developed by adjustment to oppo-
sifion Just as muscular stamina develops when muscles lift a
load.

The intelligence of these boys is of a low grade but not
too low to prevent them from being honest, industrious citizens.
A high intelligence rating is not absolutely necessary for a
helpful and socially efficient life. These problems are fair-
ly well adJusted to a poor environment but if society wishes
them to function in a socially efficient environment it should be
supplied by society. There 1s a crying need on the part of

such boys as here studied, both problem and non-problem, for



organizations which will function at their social level. This
calls for the leadership of a trained and understanding worker
who knows boys of this type and who can help them to form and
direct organizations that will aid them in preparation for a
useful life. Something of this kind is now being accomplished
in this district. The boys! difector at Franklin Street Settle-
ment is pioneering in this type of work, but much still remains
to be done. ilany other workers and boys'!' organizations are
needed. They now have their gangs but these should either be
supplanted by better types of organizations or supervised by
social workers who make satisfactory contacts with the boys

and gradually raise the level of their groups to socilally ac-

ceptable groups.
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