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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

As society becomes more and more complex and its demands

on the growing child more exigent the problem of preparing the

individual to meet the inevitable struggle for social, economic

and personal success in life becomes increasingly difficult. The

neighborhood has lost its old close-knit character which fre-

quently served as a deterrent to the youthful experimentalist.

The problem of juvenile delinquency is becoming more seriously

considered every year in the United States.

The scope of this problem is, of course, as wide as the

country itself. The number of delinquent children in the

United States is an indication of the importance of theproblem.

The Children's Bureau of the United States Department of Labor,

reports that in 1918 about 175,000 children's cases were heard,

in 1955, 200,000 cases were heard, some of them classified as

neglect or dependency cases, but four-fifths of them as delin-

quents. Since many institutions detain children committed to

their care for more than a year the number of delinquent children

receiving social care during this period exceeds the number

appearing in court.

The following data which cover a period of only twenty days

of activity in Detroit's Juvenile Court brings to us a vivid

picture of the tremendous size and complexity to which the

problem case has developed in one of our larger cities.



(1)

Juvenile Offenses in the City of Detroit

‘ November 26, 1928 to December 17, I928

Larceny 76

Truancy 34

Breaking and entering 31

Tampering and driving away autos 21

Violation of probation 18

Investigation 13

Destruction of property 13

Incorrigible 7

Robbery armed 6

Assault and battery 2

Carrying concealed weapons 2

Contributing to delinquency of a minor 2

Rape . l

Forgery 1

The following figures show the ages and number of offenses

at various age levels of these juvenile offenders:

8 years of age 1

9 years of age 8

10 years of age 12

11 years of age 14

12 years of age 22

13 years of age 35

14 years of age 45

15 years of age 39

16 years of age 56

Total 232

The average age of these Juvenile offenders was 13.7 years.

The foregoing figures show clearly that the majOrity of these

Juvenile offenses were committed by boys between the ages of

12 and 16 years. This is approximately the age range of the

boys in this study.

In addition to the cases for which there are institutional

or probationary records, a large number of children are brought

before the probation officers and their cases settled outside

 

(1) Obtained from Juvenile Court Records, City of Detroit



of court. Many such cases are being handled in the public

schools in an attempt to help the young misfit to adjust him-

self to normal social situations before he acquires a record for

juvenile delinquency.

This question of the problem boy is universal. City and

rural districts, good and poor schools, have thein varying quotas

of boys who are becoming misfits in their manner of reacting

to social situations. The problem is serious and a great amount

of study is being given to it by the forces which are working

for better social conditions. Therefore, any material that can

be added to their findings should be of value.

Purpose

In this study an attempt is made to compare the social

situation of problem and non-problem.boys of the Miller Inter-

mediate School, Detroit. It includes 32 problem and 32

non-problem boys of this school for the year 1928-29. In

order to simplify the problem somewhat, the boys were matched

with reference to age, race, nationality, and mental rating.

The 32 problem boys were members of what is known as the coach-

ing or opportunity room of which the writer had charge in the

Miller district for four years; all members of this room were

included in the study. The 32 noneproblem boys were those

making socially acceptable contacts and were members of the

regular classes of the school. The conclusions are Confined to

this sample.



From the close daily contact which the writer has experi-

enced over a period of years with boys who have failed to fit

into the normal social situation and to fulfill its requirements

certain problems have presented themselves which must be

answered before the re-conditioning of the problem boys Can be

carried on effectively. The immediate causes of their assign-

ment to the opportunity room are known but the deeper, underLying

causes which may have been operating for years must also be diS-

covered. Why have the boys run afoul of the law when other boys

living in the same district, of the same age, nationality and

mentality rating have continued to make acceptable contacts

both within the school and outside? Case studies are, of course,

essential in an attempt to answer this question. It, therefore,

seemed worth while to study a typical group of these young

misfits, not only from the standpoint of their home and neigh—

borhood environments but in comparison with others of their

own generation who, living in the same school district, manage

to remain within.the realm of approved social conduct.

239 theory Underlying the Opportunity Room

By segregating the misfit pupils into separate rooms it is

thought more can be done for them than if they are scattered

throughout the school system. The enrollment in these oppor-

tunity rooms is small so that the teacher may do more individual

'work than is thought possible in a regular classroom with a large

attendance. The coaching room teacher tries to attack the

problem presented by each pupil from his individual standpoint,



the aim being to adjust habits of work or conduct in such a way

as to enable the child eventually to return to a regular grade

and to do successful work. Since the boys come to the coaching

rooms with all variations of abilities and from grades seven to

nine inclusive each case must be treated necessarily more or

less individually by the teacher.

Approximately three-fourths of the boys in the special room

under consideration have been brought before the Juvenile Court

and are carrying probation cards that must be signed weekly by

the teacher. 1‘he remaining 25% are on their way to a similar

fate unless the school can help them. In this group are found

pronounced cases of the extrovert and introvert types which re-

quire a different method of handling.

These boys remain with the coaching room teacher all of the

school day with the exception of the lunch period and gymnasium

class. The gymnasium period for these classes is put at the

end of the school day and quite often the teacher of the coaching

room takes them to the gymnasium, remaining with them through

the period. This arrangement of school activities is made in

order to keep the boys under closer observation and restrain

them from getting into more trouble.

When a boy is once placed in the special room by the Boys'

Counselor he remains there until recommended by the coaching

room teacher for transfer to another room. As soon as the pupils

are thought by the coaching room teacher to be ready for regular

class work they are passed back to a regular group. This



shifting of pupils in and out of the room causes a conStant

flow of students through the coaching room. Some of the pupils

who come to the room need but little guidance before they are

ready to go back to their regular class. Others take a longer

time and there are those whom the teacher cainot seem to reach

to any extent. The latter group will in all probability remain

in‘the coaching room until they are eligible for permits to

work.

The room under consideration presents a complex problem.

The teacher in charge has the problem of failing school work

plus that of behavior difficulties. These behavior cases run

the whole gamut of school discipline problems of the more

serious kind, each case being one of long standing where the

pupil has been in trouble time and time again. The aim of the

teacher of this group is to produce socially acceptable conduct

plus passing school work. Some data regarding the accomplishments

with this type of boy will give a better understanding of the

work done. Data concerning this behavior group in the Miller

Intermediate School for the year 1928-29 follow:

Handled through room 112

Average number belonging 28

Average attendance 21

Left school 10

Sent to continuation.school 5

Working papers obtained 5

In room for adjustment, passed

back to grade 30

Located in correct grade 4

Sent to Smith-Hughes classes 6

Double promoted l

Promoted 2

Put in regular grade on trial 13

Sent to better mannered group

because of temperament and

sensitiveness l



The students in the Miller School rank considerably below

the city median in intelligence tests and the two groups of

boys in this study merely give a typical pictufe of a large

part of the youth of the Miller district. Since the intelligence

rating of the problem boy was, on the whole, below the average,

the control cases were also of very mediocre ability.

Chart 1 on the following page shows the nationality, age,

intelligence rating, and race of the 64 boys to be considered.

All names used are fictitious. The nationalities presented in

the chart give a fair cross—section of the population of the

district which is predominantly Negro with a fair sampling of

Italians, other Southern Europeafis, and American Whites. It

will be noted that 23 of the problem cases are Negroes, 5

are American white and 4 are Italian. 0f the 46 Negroes con-

stituting 75% of the boys, 40 were from southern states and

only 6 from northern states.

The following list of the native states of the parents

of the Negro problem and non-problem.boys shows that the great

majority of them were from the South. This fact tends to

make the two groups even more nearly comparable.



CHART I. AGE, NATIONALITY, RACE AND INTELLIGENCE RATING

OF THE PROBLEM AND NON PROBLEM GROUPS OF BOYS IN THE

MILLER INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT. (The boys whose

names are opposite each other are paired.)

Pedro V. Italian Age 14 Int. C Anthony A.

Dimmock T. " " l3 " 0- Mike B.

Salvator D. " " 13 " E Marquis S.

Petro C- " " 15 " C— Alberto c.

Athur T. Am. White " 15 " D Glenn W..

Geo. L. " " " l3 " 0- Frank M.

James s. " " " 14 " E Nardin B..

Cecil W. " " " l5 " C Roy T.

Clyde _ R. " " " l4 " O‘THarvey C.

Alex C. Negro " 15 ‘" E Lemuel J.

Wm. B. n "*14 " D Roy R.

Nathan W. " " 15 " E. Melvin G.

Geo. S. " " l3 " D Ben D.-

Paul . M. " n 15 " E Willie B.

JaSper Q. " " l3 " C- Theodore R.

Perry R. " " l4 " C Chas. B.

Thomas E. ‘" A 14 U 'C Henry M.

Saul 3- " " 14 " c Benj. . B.

Terman 3. " “ 15 " C- Clarence F.

Gaston J. " " 14 " D Robert Y.

Wm. P. " " l3 " C-_Peter B.

Melvin 3. fl " 14 " 0- Wm. H.

Wm. M. " " 16 . " E Louis H.

Alexis M. " " 15 " E Leon J.

Junius L- " " 15 " D Arthur C.

Norman E. " " 15 " E Charles R.

Richard W. " " 14 " 0- Donald M.

John S. " " 15 " C_ Terry B.

Henry T. " " 14 " C Dale R.

Alex M. " " 14 " D Glenn E.‘

David C. V , n 14 n D Virgil M.

.Jonah E. " " 14 " C Ralph C.



TABLE I. NATIVE STATES OF NEGRO PROBLEM AND NON-PROBLEM BOYS

 
 

  

  

Southern States Northern States #7

Name of No. of families Name of No. of families

State frgm_state State from state

Alabama 4 New York 3

Arkansas 2 Pennsylvania 2

Georgia 14 Ohio 1

Kentucky 1

Mississippi 3

Missouri 2

North Carolina 1

Oklahoma 2

Total 40 Total 6
  

The letters C, D, and E in the column marked "Intelligence"

shown in Chart 1 are the symbols used by the Detroit Public

Schools to represent their relative intelligence rating on the

Detroit Alpha Intelligence test. This test is a modification

and adaptation of the army Alpha test. The range of gradations

is from A to E with the addition of plus or minus when it is

necessary for a finer classification.

Since intelligence ratings are not wholly a measure of

innate mental ability but are also influenced by environmental

factors, they facilitate the comparison of problem and

non-problem cases. Other factors which may help to create the

difference between the problem and non-problem cases are not

so definite or accurately measured as are age, nationality or

intelligence tests.

The age range of the boys shown on Chart 1 is from 13 to

16 years, while the normal age range for intermediate school

boys is from 12 to 15. This condition is expliined by the fact



that most of the boys in this study are from one to two years

regarded in their school work. Incidentally, the age range

is almost identical with the age range when rate of juvenile

delinquency is greatest. .

Method of SelectingIControl Group

The following method was used in the matching of the~

cases: with the problem boy's age, intelligence rating, and

nationality on a card, a search was made through the school

files until a non-problem student who matched the problem

boy in age, intelligence quotient, race and nationality was I

discovered. This process was followed in the case of each

subject until the 32 problem boys were matched and 32 pairs

were obtained, one of which was the problem boy and the other

a boy who apparently was making sufficiently successful social

adjustments not to be a problem in school. At least the

"check" boy was not in an organized problem group. Outstand-

ing boys were not sought as "check" cases. This will be evi-

dent from the fact that in mental rating they were the same

as the problem boys. As long as the non-problem boy fulfilled

the three requirements of age, nationality, and intelligence

rating, nothing further was sought.

Basis of Comparison

Of the various factors which might influence the behavior

of the boys in the two groups, those were selected for inves-

tigation which the writer, from his previous experience, had

been led to believe were closely related to the problems of

delinquency.



By matching the groups in age, nationality and mentality

rating, these factors were made relatively constant. School

progress itself was ruled out by the situation that limited

the one group to boys who were not satisfactorily completing

their school work. The comparison of school marks, which

would measure the degree to which the boy was adapting to the

school situation at the time of the study, was rendered value-

less by the system of marking which was decreed for the

coaching class by administrative ruling. The factors finally

selected for analysis are indicated by the words or phrases

listed below. Statements were given about them by the boys

and where possible additional statements were made by the

father or mother.

Name

Age

Nationality

Grade Reached

Date

Intelligence

Accelleration

With whom living

Relationship

Insurance: life, fire

Number in family

Occupation

Church

flember

Magazines

Foreign language

How long in Detroit

How long in community

Attitude toward school

Attitude toward teacher

Attitude toward parents

Subject liked best

Subject liked least

Self supporting degree

Personal'habits

Police record

Semester marks

Aim in life

School record

Cause for discipline

Questioppaire

Attendance

Sunday School

Clubs and lodges

Teams

Gang

Trouble with neighbors

Nickname

Ever fight

Length of working day

Salary

Speak English

Read English

What other language

Newspapers

Height

Weight

Tonsils

Teeth

Vision

Hearing

Posture

Serious accidents

Corrections

What serious illnesses

Subject to what

Tire easily

Baths per week

Meals per day

Hours sleep

Clean clothes per week



Leisure Time at Home

Bedtime

Eat breakfast

Get up

Read

Write

Working with tools

Made with things

Leisure Time

Hunt

Fish

Camp

Swim

Skate

Auto riding

Dance

Odd jobs

Required work

Pets

Musical instruments played

Radio, kind

Dance

Cards

Games

Away from Home

Movies

Band concert

Lectures

Pool room

Visiting

Playing on street, what do you do?

Home Environment

Address

Type of home: wood or brick

Condition of home

Rent or own

Kind of furniture

Bath tub

Toilet

Lights

Heat

Number of rooms

Persons in home where child lives

Persons board, etc.

Own a car, year, kind, who uses it

Financial condition

Get help from city

Other charities

Do you give to Community Fund

Do you give to Community Church

Back yard

How long at present address

How long in previous place

Neighboghood Environment

Railroad

Church

School

Nearest playground

Condition of alleys

The foregoing items put into the form of a questionnaire

were discussed in the problem boy's class room. Each item was

taken.ap separately and explained fully by the teacher. Ques-

tions which the boys could not answer were checked and were



13

later filled in when a home visit was made. As far as possible

similar information was obtained about the father and mother.

Through the cooperation of the school executives the boys,

whose names had been chosen from the files to match the problem

case boys, were called from their class rooms. The questionnaire

was filled out by them in the same manner as described for the

problem boy. Therefore, it is probable that the information

as far as it goes is fairly reliable.

These data were studied for each of the sixty-four boys,

and their relation to delinquency as measured by their occurrence

in the history was analyzed. Data on health and physical

defects were obtained from the permanent record cards which are

on file for every boy in the office of the school.

Further information was obtained from the following sour-

ces:

1. A home visit to check up on pupils' statements, and to

obtain further data of a social nature.

2. Sociological maps of the school district.

It was necessary to make use of the historical case and

statistical methods used in sociological research in order to

interpret the data gathered to the best advantage.

Difficulty of Comparison of School Marks

As an administrative measure to signify to the boy's parents

that their children were not doing satisfactory school work while

they were members of the coaching room group, the school mark-

ings were arbitrarily changed. Instead of receiving the standard



school grades of A, B, C, D and E it was decided that the marks

for the coaching rooms should be S , S, S- and U. They were

taken to stand for varying degrees of work from satisfactory to

unsatisfactory. These marks were evaluated on the school

records to compare with the regular school marks in the following

way:

r
a
t
:
o
n
!
»

\1
u

(
j
g
/
3
0
3
C
!
)

This arrangement of marks appeared unfair to the writer

but as they were established by the administration of the school

nothing could be done about it. The idea behind this arbitrary

set of marks was to force the boy to get all S marks before he

could be a candidate for promotion.from the coaching room to a

regular grade. The only conclusion to be drawn is that the

system of marking practically precluded any comparison between

the two groups as far as school marks were concerned. A boy

once placed in the coaching room group was limited as to the

highest marks which he could get, namely, S , which was equal

only to a D in the regular school scale. Therefore, even if

the teacher felt that the boy was worth a C or a B mark in some

school subject the best that could be done about it was an S .

Since this school is in the midst of a metropolitan slum

area where under-privileged children — native whites, Italians

and Negroes - are crowded together in unsightly and unsocial



squalor, the neighborhood situation is ripe for the production

of delinquency. The coaching room at the Miller School is an

attempt to deal with this condition.

The reasons given by the teachers who recommended these

boys to the special room run the whole gamut of the more

serious infractions of school rules. Disobedience, physical comaat

and truancy rank highest among these. It is understood that

these offenses merely mark the culmination of a long series of

misdemeanors which the school has been unable to check or cor—

rect. The coaching room teacher must deal, therefore, with

the "hardened" school offender and attapt to discover the

early and fundamental causes leading up to the later misdeeds.

Other Studies of Sipilar Nature

In searching for material of a similar nature, the writer

was unable to find any studies Where the problem boy was matched

with a non—problem boy for age, race, nationality and intelligence

rating. The only contribution which came near filling these re-

quirements was an article in The School Review, June 11, 1930,

by C. T. Coleman, page 434. He matched the trouble cases for age

and sex only. He found that:

l. Nearness to school had no effect in trouble cases.

2. His non-trouble pupils received better marks.

3. Trouble cases were absent from school more times.

4. Non-trouble cases were more reliable and held more

class offices.

5. Non-trouble cases had more executive ability.

These findings, although worth while, are not sufficient

to lead to the discovery of the causes which produce the trouble

case,
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m PAs a basi18 for th ys of the prohlem.and non-problem

pupils included in t1 1 m
.

the sis, this chapter gives a briefD

history of Detroit, particularly as it relates to the Killer

District, and a description of present social and economic con-

ditions of the area. Much of the historical material of this

chapter was gleaned from.the pages of "The History of Detroit"

by Ca.tlin, and from "The Germanic Influence in the Making of

Michigan” by Russell.

In the strt'31e for supremacy in the new world, France

decided to fortify strategic points about the Great Lakes region

in order to keep out British fur traders. This led t

ing of a French fort in 1301 by Count Antoine De La Moths

Cadillac at the narrowest er1d most advanta3eous point on the

river connecting Lake Huron with Lake Erie. This fort was called

Tiort Poncha ain in honor of the Governor of New France. The

river named Detroit, which in French means narrow or strait.

The town IIIlICh grew up around this fort was also called Detroit.

Detroit became the center for a larzge Iur trade and since

the French commandants understood how to deal with Indians

many distant Indian tribes brou3ht their furs to Detroit to

exchange for knives, brandy, blamlets and trinkets. Several

frienddly Indian tribes settled in the shadows of Fort

Ponchartrain.
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French settlers were induced to come to Detroit and seen

fawily was given a grant of land in the form of a narr w farm,

beginning at the river and extending inlan’ approximately tlm

miles. The settlers built their homes along the river uank

for convenience in transportation, fishi-3 a11d protection.

At this period waterways were the means of transportation.

Therefore, the farms were laid out in long narrow strips, each

strip hav water frontdse along the Detroitaver. Roads

, laid out between the narr w French farms later became streets

in the city of Detroit, and were named after the first settlers.

9
Examples 01 these are the names of such well-kliown streets as

1

eaueien, St. Antoine, Orleans, St. Aubin, DeBois, Chene, Jos.K
g
)

0 Q
)

-.-r«

- I
A.

1
0
0
'
1

:u, Lafayette and Gratiot.

haps i and 2 which follow give an interesting reproduction

of this early situation. These naps are copies from the originals

in the Clements Library at the University of Kichigrn and are

"I

supposedly the work of Ionsieur de Lery OI France in about the

b .49

year 1749. They are the oldest maps yet ~oun 1 this district1
. .d o

and were but recently unearthed in France. The copies here

shown are photostats obtained from a printing in an article about

early Detroit in the Detroit Hews. The source of some of the

aforementioned streets will be discovered by a perusal of these

maps. The originals of the Clements collection from.which these

photostats were made were traced and through other sources names

were checked and reprinted So as to be le3ible to the lay reader.

R. arent on this map is the Bloody Dun which river used to flow

'1, 1,, 'In ' -1 o o . ’1 a o atarouah th1s district and mention 0: wh1ch will be nade later.
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Little attention was paid to laying out easst 3:d west streets

and as the city grew the east and.west streets becane short,

irregular and poorlv connected. As the necessity arose in later

years for better transportation facilities, many streets had to

be stre rhtened an
L2

widened at great expense(

In 1760, folloni r the treaty of peace closinw the French

nd Indian War the British took possession of Detroit. The

British comzua ders were not as well schooled in.nethods of deal-

ing with Indians, as were the French, and had considerable diffi-

culty in holding the fort against Indian conspiracies and attacks.

The conspiracyo Chief Pontiac almost succeeded in driving the

Eritish out of the Iorthwes Territory. During Pontiac's siege

of Detroit an attacking force of 200 British soldiers, which

sortied out of the fort to drive off the Indians was ambushed

at the small stream, now called :loody Run, and wiped out by

Indian tomahawks. In the growth of the city, Bloody Run, as a

stream, has disappeared from the map except for a part flowing

throughn 1wood.Cemeta-ry, whiChl in the school district under

discussion. (See photograph, sagesi4 )

From a school engineer, a man of sixty-nine, who lived in

this district as a boy, it was gathered that the boys of his

youth played in the stream.cakled Bloody Run, which at that

time ran through the district then on.the outskirts of Detroit.

The boys for wusement and excitenent stole beer hogsheads from

a brewery yard near Gratiot Avenue (see map of district, page ).

.This brewery was on the banks of Bloody Run.and the boys having

successfully eluded the watchrm '8 eye would roll these casks



into the Run and ride them down to the Detroit River where they

aoandoned them to their fate. During this man's childhood and

your3 manhood the flun'was gradually filled in and drained until

at the present time all that is left is a gully r fining along

the side of Elmwood Cemetery.

At this time the District was almost entirely German.

However, the :ritish were able to win the allegiance of several

Indian tribes about Detroit and to use t1em in attackir3 hmerican

settlements in the Ohio Valley during the Revolutionary War.

ailure of the colonies to keep promises made in theF
5

Due to

treaty of peace followin3 the Revolutionary “.a“ the United States

did not take possession of the Iorthwest Territory until difficul-

ties were settled by the Jay Treaty in 1796. In l787 Congress

passed an ordinance to govern the Uorthwest territory. The

Ordinance of 1787 declared among other things against slavery and

favored schools and education. Hichigan territory was created in

1805 and the first seat of government was in a tavern near what is

now the corner of Uoodbridge and Woodward.Avenues of Detroit.

Soon flter the estaflol s;:-ent of government in Detroit in 1805

the entire town was destroyed by fire. This fire ori3'inated on a

windy day from a Spark from a local baler's pipe. Judge Hoodward

had a new plan drawn up for the rebuilding of the city. This new

plan was an dapUta_tion of the plan 0: the City of Washington. The

original streets as laid out by the French ran Horth and South,

crossed by streets runnin3East andLst. In th new plan

Jefferson avenue was laid out parallel to the river and inter-

secting streets were laid out at right an“198 to Jefferson Avenue.

. 9 . 1 r A "\‘ ’0 4' I“ " ' ' _;_This plan 1nc_uded also a Systen oi streets radiating out from a
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central focur at Ca pus Iartius. Iany of these radiatin3 streets

were not built as planned and others were discontinued after

extending a few blocks. Had this plan been carried out as origin-

ally intended the trenspOLtation proole1n of the city would be

fa1r less serious thffll it is today.

As early as 1716 while the£n311ish and French were disputin3

the matter of fur tnade in the Detroit area German families came

'to the Fort. Among the earliest of these was one hichael Tax

brought here by the Indians and ransomed by the French. He was

given land alon3 the river front. In 1829 thirty-nine forei3ners

not naturalized were residents of Detroit. The majority of

these were Ge1nans. A goodly number of the Germans trouped them

selves on the then eastern ed3e of Detroit, many ouyin3 land

from Louis Canpau, one of the early Fre:1ch 31ra1nte1s and a trader

O O

Q
restahility. These Germlens, v1iti33 back to the fat

-inted a glowing picture 0
.L

friends to sell ever; ning and come to the new country. By 1833

the German settlement on the east of Detroit was well establdshed

and the French who were selling their holdings were moving further

out along the river to the nei3hoo1hood of wmt is now called

Grosse Points. The Gernans who settled in the Liiller Di:trict

1ntered into all phases of city and state life, politics, trade

and reli3ions. The breweries in this district, one of which has

oeen mentioned, were the property of this German element.

Detroit's increase in population from about 2000 in 1810

to 1,5W862 in 1930, reflects development of business, industry

and transnoct111on. In several decades the population has doubled

as shown by the following census figures:
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810 - ,85

182 - 1,422

1830 - 2,222

1880 - 9,102

1850 - 21,019

1880 - 45,819

1870 - 79,577

188 - 118,840

1890 - 205 ,878

1900 - 885 ,704

1920 - 998 ,678

1980 — 1,588,882

The map Io..3 which follows will show the Various annexed

areas to the old 01i31nal Detroit. The Hiller School District

with which we are bein3 esiaec ially concerned was annexed on or

before the year 1875, most 0: it before 1857. The first date

shown on the mep is 1808, more than a hundred years after the

founding of the city. This mat is a print taken from a booklet

published by the Detroit Times.

Thus we see the originalTench of this district bei1“

supplanted by the Germans. These Germans built their Lutheran

and Catholic churches which were the cen+ers of their social

as well as reli3ious life, as both churches demand the close

allegiance of the fanily.

In this district, beginnin3 about 1905, we find Jewish and

Italian buyin3 out the old German residenses. From this time

the invasion of the Hegro also occurs rapidly. The influx of the

ne3ro to this part of Detroit is the result of a deme11d of man-

ufacturers for common aoor. Len were needed for the heavier

work about the factories, such as trucking and foundry work.

The district under con31deraion was the natural residence place

for this type of laborer. Once colored families started to
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settle in this district the later arrivals of the race who were

0 H
'

S
“

in the same finan wl circumstances natusally migrated to the

same locality by reason of choice and pressure applied by the

fimerican Uhite.

m
'

Maps 2, 8 and 4, which follow, made by H. J. Kaufman, Bure u

of Statistics, Board of Education, Detroit, give a fine racial

picture of this district in the year 192°. The school district

is outlined in red and black.

Present Distribution of Races and Yationalities in Detroit

and in the Killer fistrict

Hap Ho. 2 showing the distribution of the Anerican white

amilies demonstrates the fact that the district is no longer

predominantly white in pOpulation. Here is hown.the result of

the pressure brought about by the influx of the Negro.

On the weSuern edge of the district th re is a rooming house

sectian. Some of the older and.more substantial homes have been

changed into rooming houses. Thus on the northwestern edge is

seen quite a grouping of Ameri an whites.

Along the southern edge of the district will be observed

another such grouping. This se tion is one of fine old residences

which have been made over into rooming houses. In this section

also are found many beautiful apartment houses which are built

many stories high and therefore afford an excellent view of the

Detroit River. This situation accounts for the American whites

on the southern edge of the district. Another fairly good resi-

dence area in the district is that along the western edge of

Elmwood Cemetary which is indicated on the map of the district

0y a blank space. The rest of the district, other hen described‘
a»; P
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' ,. a9 «2,: 0"“ ' . '1 p r; O '9

has a lower type oi residences. Here we founl tie home Ol the

re the problem andQ
)

under-privil«ezed whites, some of whose sons

non-problen boys of this study.

hep Io. 3 gives the location of the Italian fanilies vdio

reside in the city. It will be observed that the miller district

su plies the places of res1dence for nost of the Italian families
i p

who live in Detroit. ine area in the souih and south-central

part of the district has come to be called Little Italy. In this

area are found the homes of the so-called Italian sapgsters who
H

L‘

are in continual conflict with one anoherand the police. The

gang activities of this group maltes the formation of gangs by

the adolescents of thi 0
) district more sinificant, and the gene

membership of boys in this study m re important. (See Chao . 6)
p

the patterns
.I.

H
.

U
)

The proximity of well organized adult0ang sunel P

47.1. "'

m

for action and heroes for emulation to the adolescent.

Map ho. 4 shows the location of the homes of the Iegroes in

the city. As may be observed on the map the majority of Negroes

living in Detroit are centered in this district. There is some

overla_ Dingoof the Eegro and Italian fM'ilis esspecially in tlw

area at the lower part of the district known as Little Italy.

The heaviest grouping of the Xeg-oes is in the central northwest

portion of the district. Here the buildings are in a poorer state

of repair than in any place in the district and living conditions

are at the lows t level of any area in the itV. This condition

is the result of the tendezmcy to shunt and restrict the colored

iven up as a neighborhood

unfit for occupation.
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!
)

(
U

cone to this school district since the year 1905. host of this

1 ’3

change took place, as he writer has before stated, in the ten

years preceeding_1930. The very 13W p Terman extraction

E;who are still in tlie iis trict - e shown on the map as Almerican

white. Those who have sold out are now located in the better

*
3

esidential districts 0: the city. Hany of these are n‘w living

in tnose districts iihiLCh hz've been exclusively built up by the

wealthier fem lies of Detroit. This area, then, may be consider-

ed as having had the foll wing waves of migration: first were

the Erench, who were souDlSdted by the :melens. Then cards the

Jews who h3ve been succeeded b5r he Italian and Segre.

’astings Street which a decade ago was the Detroit ghetto,

or Jewish quarters, has now become the habitat of the southern

Fecro. True, there are a few Jewish merchants still inbusiness

there, but they are rapidly leavin; for other parts and Hastings

Street is c mimg to mean "black belt”.

While the for»oin movements of pOpulation.have been taking

place the ch:racter of this district has been cusnfing until there

has developed from a neighborhood of well-kept German homes a

district of mixed businesses, nanuiico.rins and old residences
J

hat oart of the district which is nearest the business area has

d€?enerated to a typical slum condition. It is this tgpe of

ex1v1ro'nent which constitutes the basis for he study of both

the oroblem and non-orob em case included in this thesis.(
D

lhe two following maps hel to show the situation in this

*
0
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s at orcsent. nut lo. o slows the location oi
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district as
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ous1ness, hEldLQCtUPlflv and residence. On this Ma? ere ouOttdd

£
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the homes oi the oroolen and Lon—proeleh oops woo are con 1 ereo(
I
)

lL this study. Hap To. 6 gives the location of church es, sett e-

ment houses and play gr unis.

The 3aswe-1Lark-et shown in Drown on Hap So. 5 is an Open

me ket surrounded by wholesale ho ses. iere the school boy can

find periodical ant Keohialiu enplo;ment hcloin; the farmer or

huckster to load or unload :arr produce. This uarket acts as a

1e ooy of delingue:it teLo-ncis and truant officers

of the district Tak this a startiln3 polce in their hunt for

boys v-0 are truant from school. Ianr huclcsters use boys of

school age to help Lhem reddle vegetables throughout the city

since they have rogular rout: (
u

U
)

in other parts far removed from

the market. This offers the truant a chance to get far enough

umaJ from scnool to feel comparatively safe Iron detection.

Host of the churches shown on Lao lo. 6 vere guilt when
&

the district was predominantly Ce Jan with a sprinklin: of

D ative born Americans. In the neighborhoods where colored

- w 1 "~- . r~ ' ~1‘ '~ n. ‘ ‘ .‘ “Kn ~ “.r‘ ' 1 A" -- ~- “ 7 “L 1—_..

people oreoominate these chuiches have seen purChaseu or the

. 1 -1
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residence. The manufacturing, except ahat along the river and

railroad, is of the small loft type which takes over store

buildings and warehouses for use as factories.

Because of the run down condition of the major part of

this school district and the tendency of the underprivileged

to gravitate to this sort of locality, through economic

pressure we find that the Miller School District is inferior

in every respect to the average urban community.
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are much more connon anon tuS ~roelen then tne non-2roo el Cases.

All tne defects in vision are suvoliec by the problem bo;s.
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almost universellv unoerstood, nevertheless, one an be Very

e sin is oencci‘s “ i tors' s me* n t e:’ then be the main0 rt q t1 t a u 1 +12 11 d ’ +re

contributing cause to the "Woolen stat s of some boy of second-

ary sc-ool.a;e. Exhaustive studies tend to show these coooitions

22 e outgrown xrith edvsncinr are.

C
I

Iouth breathing is suelly caused by adenoids and tonsils,

though in some cases this may be only a habit. n.either instance

the facial expression of the mouth breather gives him a distinct

isedventere. It produces a vegid Maciel expression which does

not react in.his favor in social contacts.

Of the fifteen cases of bed adenoids discovered in the two

groups of boys, eleven are scored seeinst tie nroblem'boys, to

four for the non-problem boys.
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It is a generEl13 accegted fact that Lad eeth are a fr" eI—v" .‘A-

to good healtl. Ulcerster1* teeth are 1nocrn1ttntly pouring a

omplications. It is not only possible but ouite T1ro‘oa‘ole that

an ex remely had condition of the teet‘11, throu;h the irrit:tions

that they set up, might be the underlyin? cause of a problem

case condition.

here is a second vieH o; tn1s problem which but letely has

been.brou;ht to the general public consciousness tr ourh extensive

advertisin . People generall M1te with others
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who are the possessors of a pronouncedly had set of teeth a‘ed

for ingroperly. Possibly had teeth:mrven some social relation-

ships which would he of value to a boy in His everyday experience .

Dr. Rodgers reports that,

"Iot only do some 80 to 90 percent of childre1 at

entrance and in most school years, have dents

defects but in son; years there is 1 everi“e o“J

 

(ST—Rodu;ers, or. Physical Defects of Sc hool Children.

Bulletin U.3. Department of Health

Iovember 15, 9:9 fags 3.
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health f the school child oe:o1% the draft for the Jorld War,

but in this country the problen.of dealing with these defects

has seeenLed so overmhelmi11_ that althou;h most school systems in

cities with ruo‘e thznn30,000 »oultion 9103 a dentist, only

-‘

the surface has oe n scre-tc11ed erd seldon.is the number of pupils(
D

C
O

0with defective teeth reduced.below per 100.

Cases

 

In the health chart To. 2 which follows, eight cases of

bad teeth, two of which were eror1ouncedlv so, are “ou11.d on the

problem case side, while but four registered in the non-problem

picture of the health

defects by groups. Problem cases are represented by the bars

on the left side of the chart, non-groblemc see on tlw right

side.

It will be noted that while only 12 of tie 82 pro;lem boys

were free from all the defects under consideration, 22 of the match-

ed non-problem boys had adenoids, whereas only four non-problem

boys showed this as:ect. 3i;hteen of the proolem oovs had

defective tonsils and eight dental defects. The non-problem

cases show only eight with bad tonsils and four uncorrected dental

ive iscovered cases of defective vision are on the[
-
1
)

defects. Te

problem side of the chart. The non-troblem boy5 show no deiects

 





Chart no.2‘

HEIBTH DEFECTS
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Chart No. 2 shows very plainly that the four def cts col1sider-

ed are much more prevalent in the proolen than in the non—problen

group. With such a pronounced difference in the health condition

of the two groups, as far as this stuoy is concerned health plays

an im9ort1nt part in the deveioimcnt of boys into problem cases.

With a total of forty-two separate and distinct defects on.the

problem case side against a total of sixteen on the non-problem

side, this seems to be the only conclusion possible as far m s

these boys are concerned.

Through daily contact with cases 25 and 30 on the problem

case aid of the foregoing chart, the writer is convinced that

health.was a strong contributing cause to their problem status.

Both of these boys were restless in class and both gave an

impression of havine no regard for the consequences of their

acts. Both were in atter1tive nd had the facial expression of

the sufferer from adenoid5. Case No. l8 was also in this class

with sligitly less pronounced.symptons, In cases 8, 6, 9, l3,

15, l6, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23, and 26, we shall be forced to look

elsewhere for contributing causes as their health record shows

no defects.

narticular
.5.

One peculiarity on the nonyproblem side warrants

mention at this point. Cases Io. 19 and 22 seem to qualify as

candidates for this problem group if health is taken as a measur-

ing stick. Case 19 ust have had other contributing influences

to effset the health handicap under which he labored. But in



he case of 22 our idea seens 0 hod as after the data in this

study started, his boy was 91;"ced in the griter's problem group

by the Boy's Counselor. So, if this study could have been contin-

ued inlefinitely, boy 12 night have been on the problem case side

of the chart instead of the non-proble'1. The findings of this

study had no influence in placing non-problem case To. 22 in the

1

DV the

-\

QV's Counselor whoUproblem case room as this ans done,
3

had no knowledge of the 9rQress of this thesis.

A study of the chart as a whole indicates very strongly that

there is a marked and significant relation nlip between the healthP

he boys under consideration. This conclusion(
+
-

and the status of

is further emphasized by a study of certain outstanding individual

cases.

Therefore, since:

1. The proolem cases show record of -2 physical defects whereas

the non-problem cases have only 16 such defects:

2. The number of problem cases havingcdefects is twice as

large as the number of non—problem cases having similar records:

3. There is a greater tendency for the physical condition of the

problem boys to be complic ated by more than one defect than is

found among non-problem cases;

It may be assumed that, in geneeral, the health factor is

closely related to the school adjustment of this group of pupils.
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CHAPTER IV

HOME SITUATION

The family, as the primary group in which the child makes

his first social contacts and acquires his first social ideals,

has an outstanding opportunity to influence his future behavior

patterns. In this early setting the child not only acquires his

first concepts of group living but also adopts those attitudes

and ideals which will later fatilitate or hinder his ability

to become a part of the larger group. To what extent home

conditions have determined the social status of the two groups

who are being investigated in this study is the concern of this

chapter. In answering sudh a question, the investigator must

consider the physical, social and economic conditions of the

home, and the attitudes and habits fostered by these conditions.

For this purpose the following problems were studied.

1. Foreign-born parents and illiteracy

2. Broken homes

3. Parental age

4. School attainment of parents

5. Boarders and lodgers‘

6. Other home conditions

7. Home ownership and renting

The parents themselves furnish the first standards of social

behavior for the child and interpret to him the customs and ideals

of life. When, for any reason, the child is deprived of this

early association or his faith in its value is undermined, he

must either turn to some other source or depend upon his own

immature ability to understand and evaluate the adult world





in which he must live. Sometimes he is fortunate in finding in

the school, the settlement house leader, r some other soc1ial

agency a substitute for the parental function. Kore often he

must rely on tre qunents of his own ga11: or of slightly older

boy3 who also have struggled unaided in a seemingly hostile

world;and the large number of juverile delinquents in our courts

today testify to the inadequacy of this learershin.

There are, unfortunately, many influences wh ch tend to des-

troy the closeness of faxily contacts and the understanding which

is essential if parents are to act as good interpreters of social

conditions. The inabi ity 01 :orei n-oorn parents who do not

speak or understand the language of their adopted country to

explain its laws and customs, the absence of one parent from
.L

the falily constellation, or the advanced £8 of the parents

3

at the time when the child needs their understanding all tend

to weaken the parent's status and the child's faith in his

judgment. When, in addition, the family group is disrupted by

he presence of outsiders or living is renderefi almost primitive

by the physical inadequacies of the living quarters the problem

becomes more acute. If, on the other hand, the personnel of

the family is stable and u1derstading, the ideals are high,

and the physical conditions conducive to healthful and harmon-

ious living, the child begins his struggle to adjust to his

social environment under a tremendous advantage. How great this

J

advantage may be, or in wlm t specific ways it functions in thef
"

life of the intermediate school ho is a question that the

educator who is vitally concerned in the cOOperation of school



1‘]

and home for the good of the child must try to answer. In this

chapter, therefore, an attempt has been made to discover to what

extent the various factors listed above are related to the status

of the problem and non-problem boys who are considered in this

study.‘

Foreign-born and Illiterate Parents

The child, in the poor environment that his foreign-born

parent often gravitates toward in a large city, is in a position

to acquire many unsocial ways of reacting.

Before the parent can help the child to adjust to his social

situation, he must himself understand the problems to be faced

and have the ability to interpret these problems to himself as

well as to the child. In the large city the foreign-born parent

who frequently neither reads nor speaks English labors under

great disadvantage in this situation. In such cases the child

becomes an interpreter for the parent.

When this child gets into trouble with the peOple in the

neighborhood about the only version of the events the parents

get is the one colored by the child's interpretation of the

facts. This inability of the parents to understand well the

language of their adopted land often leads to a feeling of help-

lessness on their part, a factor which the wayward child quickly

appreciates and uses to the best advantage. Many times the

writer has had to interview parents through the medium of the

child who himself was the cause of the interview. It is much

more satisfactory to use a brother or sister as interpreter,



 
L
I
)



1, _‘ - 1, fl ”.1 _ 1‘, 1‘ -1 1 1 1‘1 (" 4.1“ , . . j- '1 F“.

rather than the soy who wrecents the uroo1en.

This lanj‘age lifficulty often causes on the part of he

father, Wno is usually the ”czar" in th11s type 0“ 15:mil a

feeling of inahility to cope with the situation. Out of his

perplexity'wrrs the oelief that his child is hopelessly bad

- - ,_ - - 11-.-. -1: . 1 .1 7* .: . ::.— r 1.:
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and tends to strengthen his conviction that he is confrontec

by a hostile word which he must outwit by fair or foul neans.

Since the Hiller'district has a large percentage of south-

ern Europeans in its pepulation it n 'ht be exrected that this

-\ ”A ~—( '0 '1. ‘ . _: 4" fart ’1 - - a" F : 1n -‘ . 1 ' 'fl “'1‘ r‘ ' ~

proolem o1 1nabilloy to 1ead or speak 3n lien would 1ave sone

’ '1 . a - 1." 1 «1am ' -0 1‘ 1. ' .- - r11: ' r1 ° 'J-T
influence on the benev1or 01 the cnildren. 1ne inability to

Speak the language, of course, constitutes the great disadvantage.

However, the parent who cannoot read the language is cut off
A. k.) "U

from.many sources which might enao1e him better to understand

the customs aiid pioolens his child n1ust face. He is also unable

1

to co-Operate with scnool or social agency except when person

Visits and interviews are possible. And, not leas , he must

inevitably lose the respect of the grow1in; child to whom the

art of reading is merely a primary step in the training of

every school pupil.

In.this study two fathers and three mothers in the proble-

aroun could.not Speak Envlish. unile none of the non-problem
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group labored under this difficulty.

Also in the problem group four fathers and five mothers could

not read English. While only four of the mothers alone of the non-

problem group were thus handicapped.

Thus it is seen that illiteracy and foreign birth of parents

occurs to a greater extent among the problem than among the non-

problem cases.

Of the five problem cases, two come from completely illiter-

ate homes, one comes from a home in Which the father speaks but

cannot read English, one from a home where both parents Speak the

language but cannot read it, and one from a home where the mother

is unable to read.

The mother in a foreign-born family not being able to head

English interferes less with the adjustment of the family to their

new surroundings than would the father if unable to read English.

If the father of the Italian family can read and speak English

the mother can get an interpretation of important reading material

through him. It is interesting to note that on the non-problem

side of the Language Defects Chart No. 3, that the two defects

in the Italian group are those of mothers being unable to read

kglish. This demonstrates that these Italian families have

made a better adjustment to the surroundings of the new world as

fa:- as language is concerned. I

Four of the five illiterate parents of problem boys are of

Italian origin, the other a negro. It will be remembered, how-

ever, that, for each of the problem boys, a non-problem case of

the same nationality was found and that the parents of the four
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Chart No. 3.

PARENTS E'IIIO DO HOLE} 321?..IL}; {A 11“.»; J) ENGLISH

   Italian

Am 0 W113: 133

 

Negro

father ces:; 21033: 31;.‘.'.IC 323113431.

Foiher can not speak English

Father can not read English

I
U
D
!

“ Mother can not read English
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Italian control boys were not illiterate. He cannot, there 01 (
D

9

attribute the pupils' difficult; solelgr to the nationality of

the narent, On the basis of tnis da;a it can oe said that when
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the home made it impossible to gain the desired data.

The following figures include over half of the cases in

 

 

the study.

Average Grade Reaghed_‘

Problem flgn—Problem

Child 7.3 8.8

.Father 6.4 7.5

Mother 6.7 7.5

It is interesting to note that the education of the parents

of non-problem boys average about one year more than that of the

problem boys. It is also of note that parents of both groups

are equal or slightly superior in their educational status to

the great majority of the American people. In a nation of

‘"sixth graders" these parents represent about average achieve-

ment.

In answer to the question asked the two groups of boys,

"What school subject do you like best?", the replies are some-

what illuminating. They were divided into two classes. One

claSS was the regular academic type of school work where the

child sits in a seat and does not get a chance for much physical

reaction. The second class included such subjects as shop and

gymnasium.where physical action is a prerequisite of class

work. The answers are as follows:

School Supjects Liked Best
 

Eroblem Non-Problem

Physically active subjects 17 9

Sedentary subjects l2 l6
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Lore than on3—half of the groblem boys con3 from hon in which

there are boM.rerS, where?s only one-t‘ird of he non-oroblem

0

w‘ ‘ v ' v’ .«.‘ - " “‘ 'V Q v

eoys om; reg hozzes haviqo ooacders.
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Chart N0. 4 .
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Table #2

 

Problem Boy's Yon-Problem Boy's

 

 

         

Home Home

Pair Rooms Family 13— Persons Rooms Family In- Persogs

To. cluling Per eluding Per

roomers Room roomers Room

1. 9 13* 1.4 8 9 1.1

2. 8 13 1.1 10 11 1.1

3. ll 10 .9 6 7 1.1

4. 5 7 1.4 6 8 1.3

5. 10 14 1.4 5 7 1.4

6. 10 8 .8 10 17 1.7

7. 7 4 .4 7 6 .8

8. 8 10 1.2 3 3 l.

9. 9 11 1.2 7 6 .8

lo. 12 5 .5 6 8 1.3

11. 4 4 l. 6 6 l.

O. 6 14 2.3 6 7 1.1

13. l4 l2 .8 9 4 .5

l4. 5 7 1.4 6 7 1.1

15. 7' 9 1.2 5 10 2.

l6. 5 4 .8 5 7 1.4

17. 7 6 .8 7 . 8 1.1

18. 8 10 1.2 6 7 1.1

19. 7 8 1.1 5 6 1.2

20. 10 6 .6 7 6 .8

21. 7 9 1.2 7 7 l.

22. 6 4 .3 10 7 .7

23. 9 11 1.2 7 8 1.1

24. 7 5 . .7 7 5 .7

.25. 6 6 l. 5 6 1.2

26. 9 11 1.3 6 7 1.1

27. 7 4 .5 6 6 l.

28. 6 5 .8 3 3 l.

29. 8 6 .7 7 8 1.1

30. 7 6 .8 7 6 .8

31. 3 6 2. 6 6 l.

32. 2 3 1.5 5 5 l.

TOTfiL 239 251 205 224
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a similar result is found. in Luzidre 3L and iifty-one penple

were housed in the nroulem homes while in t.e roi-rrovlm
.5

.9

homes t1ere mere tvro hundrcd and five yersons, a difierence

of forty—six peogle.

The estima_te from the Lnited States Bureau of Censu of

1928 gives for the city of Detroit, within the ei;‘nt mile

circle, an average nusber of pe0ple in the ho:ne as 4.16. In

the case of the problem boy's familv this figure is approy°-

mastely 7. 7 WLile that of the non-groblem 's 6.4 ,pproximately.

Tshing the average of 4.16, both of these figures show over-

crowding of the home, an’ the influence of a so-called slum

district.

-ne City of Detroit Board of Education census for 1925

hows 308,438 households, wi n 157,432 roomers. This is

approximately one rOOLer to every two households. In the case

of the problem boy's fanily this ratio was one and one-third

roomers to each household and five-eightns roomers for each

household of non-proslem ooys. These fi show the non-

prohlem.LOV's family to approxiiate the city average for roomem

1"

while the non-pron em soy 's fanily nearly triples it. The

averages tend to draw the attention from the specific case,

nevertheless they give us a View of the probleL hard to obtain

in any other way.

The presence of boarders aimaloQers in these homes leads

innediately to over-crowding. In a district where homes are

filled beyond normal capacity certain loroolems are almost sure
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to develop. Complete lack of physical privacy seems to lead
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exposure to sex relationship is always present. Thus too

early contact with the fact of cohabitation.between the parents
:
\

nay-rxroduce eLotion31 disturtance, which, in turn leads to anti-

social. behavior. Or it me;r simply establish in the child's

rdnd a; lacL of respect for the vhole relationship. Fmqtertly

sex:pm?actices are found among boys ani girls in the sage family

Innrn? such cor-diitions. If the problem is iurther complicated

by the: loose conduct of irresponsible lod=ers, the chances that

childrwn1vfidd.escape unscathed are slight indeed.

funong the colored roolcn cases in this study the condition

is comgdicated by the fact that in homes uhere :any boarders or

Iwomers are huused the boys are entirely ignorant of the where-

abouts of their fathers or step-fathers

OHI“Ie O‘ff’lg‘f“W3is V

In.addition to the personnel of the family or home group,

certain.other environmental factors are instrumental in the

5*1a “—fgg of social behavior patterns. Of these the grouup

attrmides and.ideals exert perlyapUS the stroriest influence. In

an ogdexztive investig3tion it is, howeve1,possible to measure

these iJLfluences only in terms of their concrete expressions.

or thiAs reason, the facts of h'JLlE on ership and the physical

s of the Lyme have been investigated in an atteLpt to

de4‘a ' , . . .. . .
ucrmlxie to what extent the llVln: conditions in the home are

tGdin the social adjustment of the child
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The Detroit Board of Education Census 1915 shows:

\

PerCent_

Single Owned Homes 92,202 21.4.

Owned Flats 24,705 5.3

Apartments Owned 593 .1

Unknown Status 29,759; 6.4

Rented Singles 102,933 22.2

fiented Fle;cw - 154,011 38.2

Rented fipar+1ents 53,815 11.4

‘i

The fast that some of the parents cf the boys in this

study have oeen home loving or far-si;;.hted enou;h to attem:

the purehase of a home is taken by th3 writer to ind cate a

anily solidarity that is in advance of those not making this

attempt

31th the purchase of a home comes the feeling of permanence

and responsibility to the parents. This feeling must be communi-.
.
.

caixed'by actions, words, or attitudes to the children of the

household. The fact of home ownership in the studied district

is a11.the more iriportant in the light of datd offered by jrnest

33.<3roves ”Socis:1 Problem of the aLily”. He says,

"One of the IMO t serious results of our h using

situation is the falling off in home ownership; this

decrease has been going on since 1900. The conditions

in our cities of 10 ,OOO or pOpulation have not been

the sa«me everywhere; some have had an increase, some

a decrease in home ownership; but it is stated that

in every one of these cities there has been a strik-

ing decrease in the number of persons owning their

homes free from debt.“ (6)

T33 truand is unfortuna e, for home Oinershio encoura‘ses attitudes

OI soczial value. He who owns his house has an incentive to be

interessted in the community. Ownership also shows its influence

 

6 CflTDVES, Lrn3su n. ”Social Problems of the Family“ Page 233

Conference of Social Jork 1923
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Chart No. 5.

‘HOME OWNERSHIP
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in subtle ways in family life; the children are more apt to

be taught the value of property, neighborhood contacts are

regarded more seriously, the home is more likely to reflect

a sense of permanency and self respect than when the family

merely rents. A decrease in home ownership tends toward

greater social restlessness and instability.

Chart No. 5 shows that seven of the problem boys were

living in "owned" homes. If the previous generalizations are

to be accepted, this may be interpreted to mean that almost

twice as many of the non-problem boys had theadvantage of en-

joying a permanent environment and of building up meaningful

neighborhood contacts. That this home training should provide

for the more fortunate boy a better type of social reaction in

his school relations than would be developed under a more

shifting home arrangement seems very probable. It is interest-

ing to note that four of the seven problem cases from home-

owning families were Italians, and that the four control

noneproblem Italian boys also came from "owned" homes.

Physical Conditions of the Homes Studied

There are classic examples of great men who have spent

their childhood in poverty-stricken hovels. But it is known

also that the chances for the success of such a home or of

the children growing up in it are comparatively slight. While

it will readily be agreed that comfort and convenience are

not enough to insure a good home environment, it is equally





clear that in a heme where living conditions are not modern

much energy which might go to the building up of ideals and

social habits must be expended in the mere struggle for

existence. When ventilation is poor, health is jeopardized.

When sanitary plumbing is lacking, the family struggles both

for minimum standards of decency and cleanliness and against

poor health. The lack of facilities for working drains the

strength of the mother and renders her less effective as a

guide for her growing children. Unsightly surroundings not

only serve as breeding places for germs but as destroyers

of pride in order and cleanliness and of habits of neatness

as well.

Conditions in many of the older sections of our larger

American cities are often appalling. Large families are

crowded together into small quarters; houses built to accommo-

date one family frequently house two or three with their

boarders and lodgers. Beds are used to capacity day and

night, and standards of decency and privacy violated. Modern

building codes are powerless to improve conditions in these

districts since most of the houses were built before the

standard requirements for light, air, and sanitation were

adopted, and the code laws are not retroactive.

Many of the houses in the Miller district are without

furnaces and without bathrooms. In these homes the social

standards of cleanliness and decency are hard to maintain, and
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Chart No. 6.

HOMES WITHOUT BATHTUB.
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may conceivably add to the last and insurmountable burden to

the boy who is already finding the problem of social adjustment

difficult.

Chart 6 shows that nine of the problem boys come from homes

without bath tubs and that seven of the homes of non-problem

boys lacked this facility.

The majority of the houses in this district were built at the

time when it was the accepted practice to build a small house

with posts for a foundation and as many of these houses are

forty or fifty years old these posts have more or less disinte-

grated, letting the houses tilt at varying angles. This cer-

tainly is not the type of home which would instill in either the

parent or the child a sense of pride of ownership when returning

from his work or his school. The post foundation precludes the

advantages and improved environment of a modern basement. It

Simply makes quarters still more crowded when all of the house-

hold duties usually carried on in the modern basement must be

Performed in an otherwise crowded living space. The homes

haflng no modern basements are shown on Chart No. 8.

Eleven problem and an equal number of non-problem boys

come from homes without basements. The lack of basement

space to do those household duties which are now relegated to

’the basement was brought clearly to the writer's mind upon the

Qccasion of the home visit to Problem Case No. 19. At the time

of this visit the mother was doing the washing in the kitchen

with a hand power washing machine. The clothes were being

hung in the combination dining and living room. The writer





and the colored mother sat beside the drying lines of clothes and

had their visit. The father and one of the boarders were at work,

the other boarder who was a young colored woman was out doing

housework by the day. A little colored pickaninny about three

years of age was playing on the floor under the clothes line.

The rug on the floor was old and had several holes in it. The

son who was Problem Case 19 was not at home. The mother could

not understand why her boy seemed to get into so much trouble.

Although he did take things that did not belong to him now and

then she did not seem to be over-interested in her wayward. son,

and would be glad when he was old enough to stop school and get

his working papers. The boy's own story follows. It is in his

own words without corrections of any kind. In his story we

get an idea of this "taking things that do not belong to him."

Colored Boy's Story (16 years of age)

1. My first remember of my mother was when we come to

detroit. We on the train and I ask how did it run.

2. I lived at little town atlanta. We lived down by a

creak and it was sourrend by little tree and I always like to

play in the creek in the summer time.

3. My first play a boy name Robert and his little sister

Jessie and Inez. We were always down in the woods playing hide

31nd go see. We uster have swell time there.

4. The time Went to school was when we played tit tat toe

{fl the kinedgard that way my first day one the second I got a
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wi3:3in I hated school evr" aftr.
.n. J.

r— 1 .1. r '1- , . .' ~31 ,, ~

- o tile C” 94318“ that 1 (11(11‘311L. ll“: Leis .-.LSS _. . UCCQU‘e 0118

_ - : a ...- '1 " a - r ‘ i - ,l , .,. ..g ' ‘- ‘1 ..

sla; me an: has my nose bleed LJ Lbob is one res .us. erorce

tie reason why I like her because s

6. The first thing I did wr n; was whe- I stole sose

whisky and drank it wens to school and the teacler smelto it

and wanted to send me to the —--------- for it.

7. The fi at time I cot in trouole was when I skinned

:ased me home very near anv next use when

a drur store window glass was broken and we wer token to the

oolice station.

The hing I liked was pla"i3r an we er and ridding wagon

and sliding down bank and plying marble “hd‘plying wioh 5:113.

. he -. ‘ ’ ‘v "' ~' V“ :1 - 1" 'v ",‘ ..-. ' ... - '4- 5" " w v 1

when I wor ea yea old i learned now b0 play oaseoall an

socker ad lilzed to ply cards.

i
-
i

has whet was about 8 years old I seen a m n whio nis
d.

wife next was a aCCiIGHC a train ran ever a man and cut him

Other data parts1rring to the home situation blifl? more

clearly to the atten ion of the reader the fact that man

obstacles must be overcama.by oroblem and Lon-oroolen cases

,

In the case of nine problem boys, back yards of the home

premises were unsirhtly slid in oad co':1dition. These svme facts

held true in only foUr cases in control erouf. The reader must
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CHAPTER V

THE LOCATION OF THE HOME IN THE DISTRICT AND MOBILITY OF THE

FAMILY

Some of the influences on boys in this study in their home

surroundings have been discussed. Next in order comes the

territory immediately surrounding the home or the neighborhood.

These environmental influences affect both the problem and

non-problem boy. Nevertheless, there are some distinctions to

be made and some facts to be disclosed in the study of these

environmental factors.

The first part of this chapter relates to the distance of

Problem and non-problem boys from railroad property, business,

SChOOl, playground and church with the commonly accepted idea

that the further away a boy dwells from any given factor the

less influence this factor would have upon him. Several of

the results of this study do not coincide with the commonly

accepted idea. For instance, it has been discovered that near-

neSS 130 school has nothing whatever to do with the matter of

eliminating trouble cases. In fact, the opposite of the above

Statement is often found to be the case. The facts are presented

in the following order:

1- Location and railroad property.

2. Location and business.

3- Location and school.

4:. Location and playground.

5- Location and church.
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TABLE III. TABLE SHOWING DSSTANCE FROM RAILROAD PROPERTY

 

 

Problem Boys Non—Problem Boys

Near (same block) 113 5

Far (three blocks or more) 16 21

Two blocks 5 6

Total 32 32

This table is transferred to chart form to give a picture

of the individual cases.

The following excerpt from one of the problem boy's life

story gives an insight into the lure of the railroad right of

way. The story is without correction.

"I moved from there when I was five years old and live

Off Monroe I lived to houses from the railroad a playmate of

mine name Steve we'd go down by the railroad and hich the trains

we' thrw some of the coal off and sell it for 55¢ a bushel the

first school I went was Basstro school. Hated the principle

I liked my second grade teacher I liked school then, The

fiPSt time I did something wrong was when I was coming past

a peanut. factory the window was open there was iron bars

around the windows and salted peanuts in a large cooker

beneath the window a boy in the school by the name of Joe

was‘with me Joe and I found a long spoon and we put in through

the window and spoon by spoon we got peanuts, Joe went and

found a large shovel we started to shovel peanuts until we

had a box full of them we went in a barn and divided them

we Sold about half of them. Some haloween my gang and I

got Stones and throw them at the back of the house. When
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Chart No. ’7.

DISTANCE FROM RAILROAD
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- Red square indicates less than one block

B Each green square indicates one block or dis-

tanoe from the railroad.

Case No.2. on the problem side lives four

blocks from the railroad.
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U F
”

D O (
D

(
5
‘

1
:
)

to another Intern

districts 0: Detrolt, The wetter of en iron~ent is tron ht

.. ,. ' .. 1 -L - i r- ‘x'.‘ ,1 W... .L‘g- -' ( 1- .3 .0 .3 , -3 ‘ .

home In a nucn stronger manner UJ onl“ SulLt iL diItricts.

m1- 1'11-.-.,\ ' 1' I . *4 ~..: 4.. , A... - - ’J I 1,...”

Inc Cull nen In tnis new clstIICt ere nMETiCQQ white Iron no es

, fl fur-w “s . 'L . 'fi -r\r~ )- )"»“\+ r“ 7.9" + r) f ' "5""? r1 3 '1‘ 'l‘q‘ : 0'30'” ". 1'\ "4 1." F

OI c-.--LLJl blOL4b L. 1.1 7.4;.-u0 \JIIO 42-)“ U... _=_~._--L, » ‘1 c-1e .LI‘ 014. c~;)I'.L-.’.Q o T.‘l"‘J

homes are new, mostly of brick veneer or well fl'lA+DQ frene

4

construct“‘" Jiee streets and well kent laI1s abound in the

Istrict. n otler words, there is an atmosnhere 01

alertness, and life in the new district in Lerked contrast

ness uLi h is plainly felt on a tfiur through tZIe district

coverec in this stuif. rm1e r‘ierrence oetWee.‘1 two situstions

are eISIly sensed or one who is in the least socially minded

 

Distance fr m Problem.Case -on—eroolcn Case

Eusincss
 

 

 

 

C? ~ ”I‘ 7—- r‘f‘ n

oeLe sltcl en el

-r- 1, A

:1- glOCn L: 7

Lore than one block 4

‘1‘ r~ Q (‘r r:-7

TO v91" 0.26:. , U424

The "hove figures show to the fidventere of the non-

problem boys in tuet fewer oi then live i“ the same block

with business places. A.greeter nuns3r of them live one

block awe? and the four who live more (
1
"

5
'

one bloc: ewe“
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are all meuses of the non-problem group. It is understood

th:.t this 5‘0u3ir* ;I cases micht be acci’ental but the

results in eacn division of the cha t are so consisten'

m1 v N v M - - J— . -:, 1 r- -v - f n (1:11"

ine m.) snowir tIe location oi Lusiness and Iunuiect-

__ ... .. '1 _’I ~. - ‘ .. r) ".- r .L

urinb vi 1 be -3unc on 2: er“. nipcer II.

m‘Ie groduction of problem ases i: this stud . If any con-4

clusions are drawn they lead us to believe that the Opposite

of tLe situation would “e true. This fact falls in line with

another recent studJ. C. T. Coleman, Hammond High School,

(10)
ITQIJ‘Q 3"} "’71 '1 “*1
....wo a.- fi‘ub, *4- “-

m

in a study in which he matches for

sex and gr:de only, finds that the prob em.boys in his study,

on the average, live nearer the school and that fewer of them

are forced to walk to the buildin' than the non-proolfl
u

Distance to School
 

Distince to School Problem Case T-n-Prob. Case

Two Clocks or Less 15 3

From.Two to Six Clocks 15 12

m; ,.

Chrgr' 31;: locl.s f
U

.
.
_
]

x
]

F". J-

3. 0 C31 (
.
0

f
0

D
O

I
\
J

 

(l0) School heview Ju.e l, 1980 Page 434 - Article
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q- a c.- . —,.— J- -. ~ —-< — I ~ 4-1.- V"\‘ n - v, r? . . '10

The IOllOulh. b 33: onOUi one comuacative distance oi

nce in the correc;in3 of the defects whicn tend to produce

boy problems. The fact that the usual ola*¢ruund director

- n? w r‘ t ‘ rd" 1 ‘ -? 4- . - . 4"» .- - A-.. . ~2- 4““ .P‘

leaves the 3rounus at nine o clock In one eJenin~ U‘Uo

" . ..L,~ r71 7-3 (av—,M An '3

dis t:-nce io rl;h3rounl

 

 

Distsnce to Playground Problem Case Ion—Prob.3rse

Three Blocks or Less 24. 21

Three to Six Blocks 8 8

 

Over Six Blocks 0 3

 

Total 32 32

Distance From Church

Church membership and attendance willbe discussed in the

followln3chapter on "Socia_l Or:erizations". Physical distance

only, from the church attended will be discussed here.

In the Iollowin3 table it will be readily ohserved that

if distance from church has much effect on the boys in this

(
D

C
+

udy it is in reverse order of what one Jould orrainarily

’3

expect. That is i: we have the idea that handinass of a place



of worship

 

 

 

 

 

tends to 3eke for better trait: in boys we shall

be forced to look oe 1d thi:3 study 73- our proof.

Distan e From Church

Distince Pro” Chunc- Eroslzn Case Ton-:roblen Case

Two il -20 or Less 19 10

Tro to Four Blocks 5 5

var r2lock 8 17

Total 32 32

Different Reliious SLCtS in The District
 

+fi

Lille7;}12113

study have

beliefs the names

on pa;e

Chur h

Baptist (Colored)

Church of God (Colore

Baptist (Colored)

St. John PresbyteLi

.Baptist (Colored)

St. John's GermanMro

St. Joseph's Catholic

Geiman Lutherln

q1

$1 (Colored)

stadt.A—fi-

African 3. E. (Colored)

Church of God (Colored)

St. hary's Catholic

Our Lad: of Je13 (Catholic)

Italian K. 3.

Frencn Catholic

Santa heria Catholic

Church Catholic

and locations 0:

boys in this

- *- ~ f‘ +r~ I“. .A..v 1

in one hatter o: reli3ious

’"‘ -L"-. .a - - ~. -1' J a

one churc; es in this

been located on the map

Location

St. Aubin and hullet

Orleans and Lullet

Catherine

Catherine

Sherman and Rivard

Sherman and Edvard

Jay and Orleans

Jos. Catlpau and Jay

Chene and Jay

Chene and Jay

Congress and Orleans

Elmwood and Congres

KbDougall and Lafayette

Dubois and Fort

“SSulliS and Tort

:onroe and St. Antoine

and Definindre

and Dubois



    



 

89

Church (Colored

Church (Colored

Presbyterian

Church Baptist (Colored)

Catholic (Syrian

Catholic Syrian

Baptist (Colored

Lutheran

Church of God (Colored)

Hall Colored Bagtist

Mobility

Monroe and Riopelle

Dubois and Chene

Dubois near Chene

Clinton and Jos. Campau

Clinton and Jos. Campau

Charlevoix and McDougall

Arndt and McDougall

Arndt and McDougall

Benson and McDougall

St. Antoine and Erskine

A large part of the city's population that dwells in

rented houses and rooms is in a constant state of shifting.-

This shifting instead of being a matter of years is more often

a matter of months and days. The neighborhood contacts for

the child of such a shifting family are temporary and if the

family moves out of the district the friendships formed earlier

are not likely to be lasting. However, if the family remains

in the district the child's friendships may be made more lasting

through the medium of the school environment.

With this ceaseless moving there must come to the family

a loss of stability and an attitude of uncertainty. This atti-

tude must be reflected in the mental life of the child who is

forced to live under such conditions. In the district

studied this shifting of families from place to place due to

economic and other reasons is very pronounced. It must have

its derogatory effect on.both the problem and non—problem boy.

The following chart will give an idea of the shifting

which is taking place in this district. These figures were
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The foregoing table and chart No. 9 showing length of

residence at the previous address presents a better picture of

the situation because it represents a finished incident; the

present address is not complete and there is no way of telling

how long our subjects will live at that address.

In the preceding Chart No. 9 the non-problem boys lived

longer at the previous address then the problem boys. While

only nine of the problem lived at their previous address longer

than their matching non-problem family. This indicates that

mobility influences the problem and non-problem status of the

cases here studied to quite an extent. Permanency of home con-

ditions certainly tends to be reflected in the social reaction

of the cases here reported.

In summing up the items taken up in this chapter it is

evident that unkempt railroad right—of-ways and the mobility

of the family have considerable bearing on the making of problem

case boys.

The items of distance from business, schools, and churches,

seems to have little bearing in this matter of problem case

production. Distance from playgrounds probably enters to the

degree in which the boys affected "hang around" the playground

nights after the playground supervisor has left. The gang

activities elsewhere described flourish from the time the

playground director leaves until the various individuals, of

a necessity, have to return to their homes for the night.
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of many more clubs.

Training in living and cooperating with one another is one of

the elements Which needs great emphasis put upon it for the benefit

of the children brought up in the environment of this school district.

Reared with a background of quarrelsome families and neighbors,

where better can the children learn a kindly forbearance toward the

other person's Opinion and an amiable warking out of community

problems than in well organized clubs governed'by their own

associates?

A partial list of the recently organized clubs follows:

 

Boys Clubs Girls Clubs

School Service School Service

Debating Debating

Radio English

Stamp Hathematics

Mathematics History

Aeroplane Sewing

History Dramatic

Dramatic Cooking

Boat Housekeeping

Fisher Coach Art

Traffic

Church Membership and Attendance in Relation to Problem and

Hon-Problem Boys

The efficiency of’the church in helping boys depends on

Hurry other environmental factors. In order to interpret the

helgxfullness of the church to the boy we should know something

armnxt the culture of the home, and the economic status of'it.

The aattitude of the nationality to which the boy belongs, to-

wazti church.attendance is of greater importance than the fact

of membership.
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Ianbershig in a numeer of div;rsified social organizations

.
l

O u‘ g.

18 a mere 0: social consciousness. In a stu y )(
\
. A. "v " .n

1 lfletheIT3.l;

r. . . “I" r‘ ': . ~ '1" ' "‘ '7. ‘ " / 1‘4. (5 ' 4- “-

snizations 't is necessary to OUbaln not only

the nunher but also the hind .1 activities carrir:.d on. The

well roundei citizen will oelong to or5ra11izations of various

On the followin: ga5e is a list of the nanes of the

anizations which are n uerated in the forecoin: table.
p

p U
‘

(
+
-

}
_
J

.

L
3

O r
.One very striking instance is erouht out by the l'

the names of the various 013wizeti 33. Three of the fo*r

Italian fa hers inthe ,rVlen LTCU1)PlOn' only to an Italian

club, the other members of the family do not belon5 to any

leisure time orfanizations.

:"

n obserVin5 the non—prohlen list 0: clubs and lodges itI
—
i

is found het none of the four Italian fathers of non-problem

\

3

boys belong to Italian clubs. On the surface this seems to

indicate that the Italian fathers of the non-problem hays

have more coupletely given L9 the life of their fatherlahd

and turned to really livin5; the life of their adOpted country.

Inis would show that the faaily of the non-problem.fether

was firmly estaolished itself in the new country while the

prob em boys' family has not thorou5hly made his adjustment.

The Woodman Lod5e here listed and occurir5 in a problem

case list is an insurance or5oistion without re5ular social

meetings of any kind. one oi the listed boy scouts on the

r‘ro‘olem case list was not active in scoutinx. If these de-
f Q



ductions are made from the boy's list of the Prohlen cases,

.
.
.
]

‘ A ‘ ‘ ' - 1' “I I" 1 ‘ ' ' '. I“ ' fl '. '- . .11," J. p" -. ' V'”‘"" ‘ 1"

tne non-proolem ooy's list lo ShguTlOT debi in MUmUEPS oe-

. . 1" f‘ i (- . ~ ‘ ”'1 .' ‘r a. I“ . A. ‘\ . 3'1“ . -'- q— 1‘ q

lon:1n5 and in the quality oi or5anizatiuns in thiCn they

r. . r‘.-y‘}-“..~ ‘7. .-

have nBMDCTSngo

IAILS OF LIES LID LCDGZS

 

 

 

Iroll-“ :JLQ Padili To; rrosle 05s 35.11;

rather {other Boy Father Lother Boy

4 hason l Zion 3 Youn5 l YLCA 1 Church YICA

l Hoodman 2 Uoodnan Woodman l Euilders Club 3 Eoy

3 Italian l Eastern YICA 2 Elk l Lo‘5e Scouts

3 K. of P. Star Boy SCOuts l Lod5e l 3. Star 1 Yquhg

1 Elk 'eran 2 Lasonic Scribe

l 1' i l K. of P. l Frank

sand lin

hoose

H
H
w
a

C
‘
p (
*
-

:
3
"

Franklin St. Street

Settlenent SEttle-

A . 4.

[Leno

13 4 10 9 3 11

 

 

n the larger cities where the slum.area with its attend-

ant poyerty nd isor5anization exists the formation of 5‘£.n s

of delincuents i (
I
)

likely to occur. n this connection Three“her

“an.s represent thesloontaneous effort of

boys tocreate a society for themselves tn re none

adequate to their reeds exists. Uhat boys 5st

out of such association that they io not get

otherwise under the coniitioLs that adnlt society

1EDOSBS is the thrill and zest of nart

Pin cch.on intelests, more es3ecially in

action, in huntig5 ca5L>ture, conflict, 1 itht,

and escape . 001*Illict with other 5an5s andthe

J



world about the“ furnishes the occasion for

nany of heir 5roup ac’o1v1o1s. "(lE)

One of the antisocial activities of the gang is truanc1

from school. Fectorr" locations, railroad ir05e.ty, and

markets are fertile soil for fruency 5nd 5en5 develornman

"is a rrle, trr:nc;¢ is little hought 01,

but in actufl fact it is usuall; the first

step on the downward stir to crime, the first

prenonitOIy _ortent 0: far more desyerate mis-

demeanors. The °L0C60u*fi7 sta”es are self-evi—

den If a. so; olays truant he has 1roI the

outset to cover u_: his moeenents bylWPOlOred

and herdy lyin5. Havin5 shirked one lesson with

impunitg, he will think it no more hezardous to

shirk a second. The neyt fi;'1e def k‘vir”

1.. - '1 1,.

SlXLLLA.

will deem

when his

51:-“ ,

ed off by himself for a whole

it wiser to lie low

)nI‘edts are

afternoon he

until night falls,

tired and nerhets in bed. ” (l3)

 

If the truent is successful in his first truancy cause

of favorah condition“ or lac of interest on the part of

parents, he is well set on his way to further delinouencies.

All of the problem cases lere studied have been truant

fron school many times, this bein‘ one of he reasons for their

selection aQ members of the coachin5 group. The writer has

often gone out in the mornin5 after school called an‘ ”pickeC

up" several of thel Iron the street corners. The car of the

‘wiiter espied, the truant usuell. ade no attempt to escape

but came when called with a ‘well 1': ca:u5ht, might as well

50 to school" attitude.

Stealing is the leadi:5 activity of the adolescent gang.

The writer by dint of Lreful Questionin: was initiated into

'(12) Thrasher, Frederic M "‘he Can5” Pay 37

(13) Burt, CJrul "The loung Delincient" Pa5e 168



t11€3 mvstery of stealin; grom a luler's car . ”The way to

dc) it," ear 3%., “is to Dick a ueduler who is old Cause he

caaii't run so fact and the “ouh ones sock you harder. Thee

ytoll see the olier ~ediler ;et Lack in the we; s after he has

s:3iLd.som3thi24 ahd stzrt his horse, thrt is the ime to snitch

s<31eething and run. I- the yeddler see you he will have to stogo

T1i4e horse weTore he can Met out of his wa50L. Thatives you

..L,- ~ .

\uiJuu enouge to get away.“

"hen the family of the gas; member lives near a railroafl,

13118 stealing of fuel is often an activity of the gang. Parents
1

1:110 are hard pressed iamciall" are litole to overlook the

-tAEKiLJ of articles frch a ler:e, impersonal corpor6tion and

2111 this way eacourc"e the boy to firrther ueoredation. This

ESZituetion is un:31tun:te in that the deliniuent is further

“b " <1 th t the thin; he is coir; is not really bad at all

trut that he is :urth -ih“ he ihteres s of his pereets by

W o o o o 0 q

(Jrinrinr home waterial needed iq gain aihing the home.

As a general rule boy members of a gang do Act coo ider

it Miscohduct to teal when tre gflhfi is workihg to ether.

The apgrotation of the rest of the gehg SGBHS to Lake up

.9 -1 emir- 1 6 ”N J t +1‘1, "j‘f‘r N n 1‘7 :3 H '7 o '- t1 .3
*0 end uh;oc as,ec on, gals memocrs cau se- in no

situation.

Che of the favorite occugations of the boy gangs in the

district stucied Is "Shootii“ Craps". The scene of this

excitih" activity is usually a: alley wlere the 'lme can be

protected e; the outjut 0” some Uuil‘lng. An alleOpen at



both ends 1'
v3 ‘ ’\ r‘i 4" 1 . q- . J“ . '\ NI '.'. ’4' .

is chosen and d“in3 LLB dice shoot1h3 aCtLJlblES

a. ILook-out is raintained at the( ( O
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OJ. a l'Cop OIt 8.4.1. 65115111., Quest-1Cluuo Clitfircxc L‘s“ he Su “lace

Hz:- - - ., ._-‘-- a ° ,3'

ol. UgammmensC1131r

Stolen "‘r- terisl sol“"“w-

LlEMBd neans of provi‘ie" it. Lunch money 3ivei to the boy

13;; the parents for use in the scchool lunch room contrihutes

Zixts share. Stolen ticycles sold hr the thief is anoiher

Escnute of income.

anotie neans used by the ‘eng to get money is the

" q. - -‘:' rq \ qr" . ' "H ‘: (x "'rs ' r- . n-

zrollin. oi d?u“k8”. Tn1s lo a tJRlCdl 3an3 Operation and

1143 carr1ed out in the :ollowing manner The V1Kt1m, a man

‘flno has taken on nore anti-fol t:3 ad severe:e than he c.

ell carry, is set ujon by the 3fn3. Several of the lar e"

Elembers worii n“_1l3 in unison tei;e hi:;1 down and hold him wh

Cfther members 30 throu h his pockets and take what money

'they'find. Uhen this is accomglihed the gang simply seurries

away iron t1mintoxicated.one, leavih- him “ore trf. te on the

gsround t1nus his money, but otherwise none the verse for h H
.
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e situation in sayin3 the ”gang

is a "Jhenomona of aeolescence.‘(l‘) * t“

)
4

gang menoer be-

comes older the g.n3 of his adolescent period ma3r li U
)
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nter-
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.3e into Ufle adult 3an3, out 1n ahJ
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of the most dii”ficult froblem. of society.

The district covered in this study was the scene of as

growth and uDVelojhent of Detroit's faious ”Purele Gcng".

Ori311ially the basis of this r>n3 was several “rothers whose

name the gan3 tooh. This can? with additions -nd desertions

was an out3roxth of an adolsecent grouo which carried over

into manhooi. This one continuous 3roup has cost the State

v, A v- .-v‘,- . - ;—\ f. ”—1 ~ ‘ . 4-1“ ‘ - . , .:

QOHSJ ”nice 1as been Used in their prosecution as 11w V1olet-

3011011n3 are soue triical ran? names in the istrict
‘1‘ y.

studied.

Phantoms Chene Street Gang

illy BL :ers Li3hte3in3s

Va3aoonl Ui3ht Kawss Catherine Street Gals

Black Riders of Aserice Red Circle

"e'll GO ClubSshimos w

Labaido,01143 Club Bud Billihens

TcDou3all Alley llipper Athletic Club

Franhlin St. Settlement Hunt Am1letics

hestnut Gan3 Kit Hats

Laple street Fighting Yanks

ChaseL‘loodGrang “yrtle Gang

" ‘1, s n no

B1acs Ge Pea He:“icks Gan3

Red Arrows St. Aueil

Busy Lees

J

\*amire.tion ot the aeove ans n31.es tends to show naoion-f

alities and activities.

Tne followigif Char To. 10 shows the eistri:

V8113 membersiie anon3 the problem and non-problem boys. In
(.4 .5

tle problem 3roup there are fifteen memeers of"13s well

C
‘
t

enoglh 0:3anized to have a name an’ i; the non-priohlem group
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there are seven. These results show that gang memberships has

a very positive correlation with problem.production, and that

there is a fertile field for social workers who can take these

gangs over and lead them gradually to become social rather

than antisocial organizations.

In referring'back to the discussion of the health chart

in Chapter III, the fact is mentioned that non-problem.Cases

19 and 22 seemed to qualify for problem cases if health de-

fects were taken as the criteria. Case 22 later became a

member of the problem group and Cass 19 did not.

In observing the foregoing chart we find that non-problem

Cass 22 was one of the gang members of his group while Case No.

19 was not. This may help to eXplain why one of these boys

later became a problem.case while the other, in spite of his

health defects, seemingly made right contacts with society.

It should be restated that the findings of this study in

no way influenced the selection of boys for the problem case

rooms.

Conclusions

1. Church membership as considered in this study seems to

have no effect in hindering or producing problem cases.

2. Non-problem boys belong to more and better social

organizations than problem boys.

3. Gang membership is significant in that there are more

than twice as many problem boys belonging to gangs than
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Chart No. IO.
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CIIAPTLSR VII

L£ISUR£ T HE

One of the valuable activities, if persued correctly,

in.the use of leisure time, is that of reading. Literature may

help to produce either a good or bad attitude toward society.

This attitude is undoubtedly the result of the kind of literature

supplied to the growing boy. I

Cheap Literature

One of the causes of delinguent behavior most eXploited now-

adays is the pernicious printed story. The effect images, estab-

lished by poor stories, have on the individual following unfor-

tunate acquaintance with harmful literature, may be most powerful

and frequently recurrent. The perusal of a connected story of an

exploit is especially bad.

Ordinary mundane happenings tend to be unintéresting to the

habitual reader of cheap literature. Out of this sort of story

comes the urge summed up in that expression of modern youth "to

get a thrill". This attempt of the growing generation to "get a

thrill" is the cause of many unsocial acts on their part.

Newspapers

Getting into print in the newspapers probably figures in

sensational impulses to which many young boys as well as older

ones are subject. Newspapers have this thing to account for in

reporting crimes and robberies. The whole plan.of‘procedure of

the malefactor is written up for the impressionable adolescent

to read and use as a model is he is so inclined.

In'Uthsstudy no effect of the newspaper was shown, but
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Chart No If.
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When I told my mother, that I was going to Belle Isle.

But when to the sand pile by the river. And started rolling

down the hill and almost rolled into the river.

The Automobile

The automobile is a new factor entering into the influence

on family life. Much is being written on the subject of the

automobile and its connection with delinquency. One set of

educators(15) list as the six major causes of delinquency:

(1) Automobiles, (2) Movies, (3) Dance halls, (4) Liquor, (5)

Broken homes, (6) Magazines.

The automobile affects the home in so many different ways

that it is quite unsafe to make any definite generalizations

about its influence. An automobile can do just as much on the

side of home solidarity as it can do to produce delinquency.

The way the car is put in use in the home and who is allowed to

drive it have a great deal to do with its effect upon.the

home atmosphere. There is no question about the fact that a

parent who allows his child the unrestricted use of an automobile

is very liable to be unconsciously contributing to the child's

delinquency. But on the other hand an automobile that is the

pride of the family and stands for higher standards of living

in that family must be considered as a source of good influence

in the home of its possessors.

Chart No. 18 shows the ownership of automobiles by the prob—

lem and non-problem boys' families. Here we find ten of the

 

(lBY—Article in "Michigan Education Journal" April 1930, p. 491
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are on a higher economic plane than either negro or American

white neighbors.

The negro situation presents a very different picture. The

high degree of economic dependence of the problem homes makes its

absence among non-problem families stand out sharply. It will

be recalled that of the seven thousand welfare cases in this

district seventy percent are negroes. The absence, therefore,

of’relief records for the non-problem.families stamps these homes

as decidedly superior to the general negro pOpulation. The whole

negro situation about which many volumes have already been written,

is involved in such a situation. The following figures show extent

of dependency for families studied.

Families Receiving Helfare Aid

 
 

Nationality and Race Problem Hon—Problem

Italian 1 O

American.White a l

Negro 12 4

Total 17 5

The migration of the negro to the north.has created its

own serious problems. Not the least of these grow out of the

nature of the quarters in which the group has been compelled

to live. In the north, as in the old south, the negro has

been shunted into the older quarters of the city where buildings

are antiquated and inadequate. In addition, restrictions have

been set up which have limited the areas into which
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It may also be assumed then that the lower type of

positions held by many of the fathers and stepfathers of the

problem boys has a corresponding degrogatory effect upon the

actions of these problem cases.

The following conclusions can be drawn from the data

presented in this chapter.

1. Poverty is a contributing factor to the production

of the problem case boys.

2. long hours of work by boys outside of school tends to

hamper good social adjustment.

3. Results of investigation as to family income although

not accurate show that the incomes are low.

5. Quality of position held by boy's father has some

significance.



CHAPTER IX

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The Miller Intermediate School district is in the oldest

area mn the city of Detroit, Michigan. It is now one of the

areas being considered for reconstruction by the Federal Govern-

ment and the City. Social conditions there tend to provide

problem situations for growing boys. In matching the 32 problem

boys in this investigation.the items of age, sex, race and na—

tionality were used in selecting the pairs. In this manner two

sets of boys were obtained, one group being the problem group

and the other group were boys who were making acceptable social

contacts. The method of matching pairs eliminated the elements

of age, sex, intelligence and nationality. This elimination

simplified the problem to some extent.

There have been four waves of race and nationality movements

over this area, French, German, Jewish, Italian and Negro, the

two latter races occupying most of the district at the present

time.

Health defects herein investigated of the boys studied

show that the problem boys were much more handicapped than the

non-problem boys in the matter of physical defects. There were

16 cases of infected tonsils among the problem boys to 8 cases for

the non-problem boys; 11 cases of adenoids to 4 cases for the

non-problem; 8 with decayed teeth to 4 for the non-problem;

5 with impaired vision to none for the non-problem. These

figures total 40 unfavorable health items for the problem group



to 16 for the non-problem boys.

The home situation of the non—problem boys is less vexing

as they had more educational and social advantages in their

homes than the problem boys. Illiteracy is slightly higher

among the parents of the problem boys finan among the parents

of non-problem boys. Parents of the non-problem boys averaged

about a year more of education. Homes broken by desertion were

more common in the problem group in that eight of the problem

boys' fathers had left their families to shift for themselves

to five for the non—problem. More of the families of the

problem boys entertained boarders and lodgers. The totals

showed 40 lodgers or boarders in 17 homes of the problem boys

to 28 in 11 homes of the non-problem boys. No difference was

found in age of parents, amount of trouble with neighbors, base—

ments in home, or an irregularity of meals did not affect the

situation.

More problem than non-problem boys chose as the school sub-

ject they liked best shop and gymnasium work. A greater majority

of the non-problem boys made as their first choice a more

physically restricted or so-called academic subject such as

mathematics or English.

Problem boys live nearer business places and railroad

prOperty than non-problem boys.

Nearness to school, church and playgrounds shows no apparent

significance, the problem boys as a rule hiving nearer to these

social influences than the non-problem. The neighborhoods in
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the district offer comparatively few types of social and

recreational activities of a high order. The problem boy's

family moves about from place to place much more frequently

than does the family of the non-problem boy.

The proportion of church membership in this area for fami-

lies of both groups was about equal. The same is true of

church attendance.

The non-problem boys belong to slightly more and a better

class of clubs than problem boys do. Gang membership seems to

be fairly significant since more than twice as many problem

as non-problem boys belong to gangs. Boy Scout organizations

do not reach the problem boys in this study. The non-problem

boys' homes, as a whole, contain better reading material than

the homes of the problem boys. Problem boys are less restricted

in their attendance at movies than non-problem boys. The fami-

lies of the non—problem boys own more than one and one—half as

many automobiles as the families of the problem group. Bed

time for the problem boys is less restricted than that of the

non-problem boys. Non-problem boys play twice as many musical

instruments. A larger proportion of non—problem boys were al-

lowed to bring children into the home to play than of problem

boys. The non-problem boys also more frequently had a place

to work in the home and the opportunity to work with tools.

Poverty is a contributing factor to the production of prdblem

cases in this study. Long hours of work outside of school tend
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to hamper good social adjustment. In making the investigation

of family income the information given was apt to be unreliable.

The occupational status of the boy's father or step—father has

significance in that the fathers of the non-problem boys held,

on the average, more responsible positions.

The conditions investigated in this thesis together with

the long period of teaching and observations on the part of

the writer in the Miller School district and his experience

with problem boys lead to the belief that there are many things

which could be accomplished if the public in general understood

the situation.

first, the housing situation should be corrected. This

could be done by a constructive program of parks and boulevards

and the encouragement of the replacing of old and tumbled-down

structures by sanitary buildings. This is now being considered.

Meanwhile those boys who are being made into problem cases by

this environment could be lifted bodily out of it and placed

in a dormitory school where their life activities could be

carried on under the direction of sympathetic and competent

instructors. Such a plan is now being discussed by the Detroit

Board of Education. Some such arrangement as this seems to be

urgent in this community. When the problem boy becomes a

_ hardened trouble case it is almost too late to do much to cor-

rect his habits of reaction toward society. By the time the

ordinary problem boy has been taken to court a sufficient

number of times to warrant a court order to a reform school,
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that institution has little left upon which towwork. In other

words, we are attempting to make our corrections too late in

the life of the boy who reaches the reform school.

Some slight knowledge of this situation has been sensed in

dealing with the liquor question. Public opinion lets the con-

firmed addict go his way but is trying to prevent the younger

generation from falling into such habits. The same situation

holds true in the case of the problem boy. 'We are spending our

time and dollars on him after he has become a problem instead

of attempting to prevent such a career.

All of these problem boys have been continuous failures

in their school work, and these failures have a bad influence

on their attitudes toward life. This "failure complex" can be

overcome by assigning tasks to the boy that he can accomplish

successfully and then praising him for his success. It is be-

lived that mental stamina is developed by adjustment to oppo-

sition just as muscular stamina develops when muscles lift a

load.

The intelligence of these boys is of a low grade but not

too low to prevent them from being honest, industrious citizens.

A high intelligence rating is not absolutely necessary for a

helpful and socially efficient life. These problems are fair-

ly well adjusted to a poor environment but if society wishes

them to function in a socially efficient environment it should be

supplied by society. There is a crying need on the part of

such boys as here studied, both problem and non-problem, for



organizations which will function at their social level. This

calls for the leadership of a trained and understanding worker

who knows boys of this type and who can help them to form and

direct organizations that will aid them in preparation for a

useful life. Something of this kind is now being accomplished

in this district. The boys' director at Franklin Street Settle-

ment is pioneering in this type of work, but much still remains

to be done. Many other workers and boys' organizations are

needed. They now have their gangs but these should either be

supplanted by better types of organizations or supervised by

social workers who make satisfactory contacts with the boys

and gradually raise the level of their groups to socially ac-

ceptable groups.
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