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INTRODUCTION

State-wide censusing of the ring-necked pheasant, Phasianus

colchicus torquatus, by means of the fall road-side count, was first

demonstrated in Iowa by Bennett and Hendrickson (1938). The fol-
lowing year Randall and Bennett (1939) stated they believed the
method was also applicable to Pennsylvania conditions. Stiles and
Hendrickson (1946) found the method to be satisfactory as an index
of population levels over a ten-year period in Iowa. Working in
Montana, Fisher et al. (1947) found the road-side count to be sta-
tistically weak on a monthly basis and questioned the validity of the
method in Pennsylvania. However, Kozicky et al. (1952) presented
statistical evidence that the method was valid on a state-wide basis
in Jowa. Meanwhile, other workers were working with audio-census
methods on spring populations (McClure, 1945). Kimball (1949) per-
fected the crowing-count census as a reliable technique for deter-
mining population trends, distribution, movement, and even spring
storm mortality of/phe.asants. Some of the factors he listed as
affecting the accuracy of this type of census are: (l) variation in

the ability of individuals to hear cock-calls, (2) daily trend and



duration of maximum cock-crowing, (3) seasonal trend and duration
of maximum cock-crowing, (4) uniformity of results, (5) effect of
variable factors such as weather and cover upon the count. Kozicky
(1952) investigated some effects of weather and also discussed uni-
formity of results. Thompson and Lemke (1953) dealt with non-
randomness of pheasant calls.

This paper is limited entirely to a consideration of the first
of Kimball's (op. cit.) factors, variation in the ability of individuals
to hear cock-calls. The paper is a brief attempt to explore this
variation and some of its causative agents, and to suggest possible
methods for decreasing this variation.

The term ''cock-crowing count'' will be used throughout this
paper instead of either '"'crowing count'' or ''crowing-cock count'’
because the writer believes it is the most completely accurate of the

three terms.



METHODOLOGY
Field Procedures

All cock-crowing counts used in this study were made on
pheasant census routes that had been laid out by the Game Division
of the Michigan Department of éonservation, and which were in use
annually by members of that agency.

As‘ much as was possible, all of the counts were made fol-
lowing the method of procedure used by the Michigan Game Division.
Withr the exception of the fifth feature listed below, this method
closeiy approximates that recc;mmepded by Ki.mball (op. cit.). It has
the following important features:

1. On each route, the counting is started exactly one-half hour
before sunrise, and the route is covered as quickly as is

possible allowing exactly two minutes for each count.

2. All pheasant cock-crows (two-syllable calls) are counted, but no
effort is made to identify individual birds.

3. The count is made from a point 15 to 20 feet distant from the
car to avoid any noises from the cooling motor that might alter
listening conditions.

4. When the count has been completed at one station, the person
counting returns to thecar and drives as rapidly as is possible
to the next station and makes his next two-minute count.



5. All individual quail heard whistling and all individual grouse
heard drumming are recorded.

6. Any noises which interfere with the count are recorded for those
stations where they occur.

7. Counts are not made when the wind velocity is greater than
eight miles per hour as determined by the Beaufort wind scale.

All participants in the counting rode together in the same
vehicle and made their two-minute counts simultaneously. FEach par-
ticipant very carefully kept his count a secret from his fellow
counters. Bovard (1953) demonstrated the importance of secrecy
by showing that various social groups making estimates (of a dif-
ferent kind) greatly reduced the dispersion of their estimates after
having been informed of their previous estimates and of the group
norm on those previous estimates.

Four or five two-minute trial counts were made at the
first station on the first day; of both the spring-counts and the
summer-counts of 1953, These counts were not kept secret because
they were intended to demonstrate the method to participants who
had no previous counting experience. None of these counts were
recorded.

A large number of counts were rejected as not being suitable
for analysis chiefly because of poor weather conditions or because

the counts obtained were so low that an analysis would have been



meaningless. A number of counting runs over the routes were
abortive because weather conditions changed abruptly and adversely

during the actual counting run.
Statistical Procedures

All data utilized in this study were subjected to analysis of
variance. Independence of the mean was tested by use of Bartlett's
Test for Homogeniety of Variance (Snedecor, 1946). A significant
Chi-square value was obtained using the original data. Bartlett's
Test was repeated using the transformation Vx + 1 for each indi-
vidual observation. This time the Chi-square value was not signifi-
cant, indicating the mean and the variance were now independent of
each other. All analyses of variance were then conducted using this

transformation.



'ANALYSIS OF 1952 SUMMER CAMP DATA

Differences Among Counts of Observers

As a part of the regular summer camp course given for
students majoring in wildlife management at Michigan State College,
cock-crowing counts were made during the summer of 1952. Usable
data were obtained on four days. The counts were made on three
routes by six students and their instructor, Dr. George W. Petrides.
The writer was not present. In addition to the cock-crowing counts,
all individual bobwhite quail heard whistling and all individual
mourning doves heard ''cooing'' were recorded for those stations
where they occurred. There is no record of the amount of previous
counting experience that these students had, though it is thought
to have varied to a considerable degree. The fact that these counts
were not made during the peak of the seasonal pheasant-crowing
period is not believed to‘ be of any importance with respect to the
variation among individual counts, though it undoubtedly reduced the
size of these counts. Whether or not starting the counts approxi-
mately one-half hour later in the day than is recommended had

any effect is problematical. Later in the day, interference increases

6
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markedly, but interference and its effects on the counts will be taken
up later in this paper.

The results of the summer camp counts arec summarized in
Table 1. There was very little agreement among the counts obtained
by the participants. The one day on which no statistical differences
appeared was a day on which the average total count was very low
with an average of only 34.4 cock-calls being recorded for the entire

route.
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ANALYSIS OF DATA, SPRING 1953
Effect of Previous Experience

During the spring term of 1953, six graduate students, in-
cluding the writer, made counts of pheasant cock-crows over three
routes, each of which was run twice. On threc of the six days thus
represented, only five of the students were present. These counts
were started at the recommended daily starting time and were also
started during the period of maximum seasonal crowing intensity.
However, due to weather conditions and the lack of available per-
sonnel, the counts were not concluded until well after the peak of
the seasonal crowing intensity. Two of the students counting had
considerable previous experience, whereas the other four had none.
All record sheets were collected by the writer at the end of each
day's count and sealed unread in envelopes. The results of the spring
term counts are summarized in Table 2. It can be seen that:

1. Experienced observers obtained higher counts than did inex-
perienced observers on four of six days.

2. The counts made by experienced observers agreed on five of
six days.
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3.  The counts made by inexperienced obscrvers failed to agree on

five of six days.
4. The counts made by all of the observers only agrced on one
of six days.

Effect of Screening Counters

During the trial counts made ju:t prior to the first day's
counting, it was noted that one of the inexperienced students con-
sistently obtained lower counts than did any of the other participants.
Therefore, making the assumption that this person would probably
not be selected by anyone screening observers for the purpose of
making cock-crowing counts, the analyses were made again with his
counts excluded. The results of this second series of analyses are
summarized in Table 3. From these data it may be seen that:

1. Experienced observers still obtained higher counts than did in-
experienced observers, but on only two of six days.

2. The counts made by experienced vbservers agreed on five of
six days.
3. The counts made by inexperienced observers still failed to agree

among themselves on three of six days.
4. The counts made by all observers agreed on two of six days.
The hearing of these six students was tested by Dr. Max
Nelson of the Michigan State College Speech and Hearing Clinic, and

all of them were found to have ''normal'' hearing. Thus it appears
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that hearing ability apparently was not the reason for the one student's
consistently low count.

It should be pointed out that the student whose count was con-
sistently low was absent on the last two days so that these days are
the same in both analyses.

On two days the counts made by inexperiencced observers differcd
statistically among themselves, but did not differ significantly from the
counts made by experienced observers. On the first of these days, April

21, 1953, the agreement is due to the failure of the experienced people to

obtain counts that agreed among themselves; thus, their counts had a larger

standard deviation. On the second day, June 15, 1953, one of the inexperi-
enced students made an exceedingly high count such that the mean count
was actually higher than that of the experienced people. This was the only
time that the position of these two means was reversed, and the difference
was not significant. Kimball (op. cit.) recognized this phenomenon
and he stated, ''An inexperienced worker will usually have low counts
at first, and this is often followed by excessive counts due to mis-
interpretation of other sounds or to imagination.''

While removal of the student who consistently made low counts
considerably improved the agreement among the counts of inexperi-

enced observers, and also improved their agreement with those of the



experienced observers, it is still evident that counts made by the

latter tended to be higher and to agree better among themselves.

Effect of Interference

A series of analyses was made on the data from the five
days on which stations having interference were prevalent enough
to make it feasible to compare them with stations not having inter-
ference., Interference may be defined as any extraneous noises such
as songbirds, frogs, heavy traffic, farm noises, or barking dogs
which might mask out a portion of the pheasant calls or which
might distract the observers from the counting.

The results of these analyses are shown in Table 4. As
would be expected, there are highly significant differences among

all stations whether or not interference was present. This is simply

an indication that crowing pheasants were unequally distributed across

the countryside. Thompson and Lemke (op..cit.) noted that pheasants
either were not randomly distributed, or did not call at random, or
both.

A seemingly more important fact is that on four of five days
highly significant differences were found between stations with inter-

ference and stations without interference. The remaining day was

f'- e g —.——r-—ﬂ
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significant at the 5 per cent level. Closer examination by the writer
leaves him with the impression that this is not a valid test but is,
rather, a recflection of the position of the stations on the route and
hence a reflection of the time in relation to sunrise. Kozicky (op.
cit.) found a significant decrease in the mean crowing counts observed
at two stations at 45-minute intervals.

Tests comparing the variability of the stations without inter-
ference and the variability of the stations with interference showed
significance at the 10 per cent level on only one of five days.

The variability of the counts by people at the stations with
interference compared to the variability of people's counts at stations
without interference also showed significance at the 10 per cent level

only one time out of five.



ANALYSIS OF 1953 SUMMER CAMP DATA
Effect of Multiple Species Counts

The Michigan State College summer camp for wildlife man-
agement students made cock-crowing counts in the summer of 1953.
Nine students, Dr. Petrides, and the writer participated. These
people were divided into two groups, one of which counted pheasant
cock-calls only, and another which counted not only pheasant cock-
calls, but also individual quail whistling and individual mourning
doves '‘cooing.'" FEach of these two groups was subdivided into
people with experience and people without experience. Thus, there
were three experienced observers and two inexperienced observers
counting cock-calls only, while there were three experienced and
three inexperienced observers counting pheasant cock-calls, individual :
doves and quail. These counts were, of course, made after the peak '
of the seasonal pheasant crowing intensity. They were also started S
about one-half hour later than is recommended.

Three or four trial counts were attempted at the start of the

first day's count. Unfortunately, the first station on the route had

23






an apparent maximum of two cock-crows so that these counts were
virtually useless as a training device.

The general procedure used in making the counts was not such
that good results could reasonably be expected. The writer can re-
call occasions when cars passed within a few feet while a count was
being taken. Once the class was considerably distracted by the
presence of a fox, and once sandhill cranes greatly interfered with
the counting. Interference factors were so numerous that it was im-
possible to omit those stations at which they occurred and have any
appreciable amount of data remaining. The results of these counts
are summarized in Table 5.

These data are considered to be of questionable value by the
writer and are submitted simply because they are all that he was
able to obtain. They do seem to indicate that people counting singlé-
species make higher counts than do people making multiple-species
counts. There is also some support for the conclusion that experi-
enced observers make higher counts than do inexperienced observers.
The second day's data do not uphold either of these conclusions.

H owever, on either day, the experienced people made a higher
mean count than the inexperienced, and observers making single-

species counts made a higher mean count than those making
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multiple-species counts. Perhaps the fact that the second day was
recorded over a shorter route (fifteen stations), and consequently was

a less sharp test, may partly account for the lack of significance

obtained.

LY



DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

It would seem that, if as Stiles and Hendrickson (op. cit.),
and Kouzicky et al. (op. cit.) have demonstrated, the fall roadside
census is a valid method of depicting pheasant population trends on
a state-wide level, the cock-crowing pheasant census which Kimball
(op. cit.) and Kozicky (op. cit.) have shown to be more accurate, must
certainly be as good a method for determining spring breeding-cock
population trends. Large scale counts made by a number of workers
would presumably tend to balance out the inequalities among those
workers' counts. However, unless there were agreement among those
counts, the method would surely become progressively less accurate
as the size of the area censused and the number of individuals cen- —
susing it decreased. This would make comparison of counties or
other regions within a state increasingly risky. If the findings in this
thesis generally are valid, then comparison of smaller areas within
a state should be possible when all of the observers used have been
trained until they count in a manner similar to experienced person-
nel. Multiple-species counts, in spite of their greater economy, should

probably be avoided for most accurate results.

28
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There is a real need for a study on the minimum training
requirements necessary to produce ''experienced'’ workers capable
of making counts that agree with counts obtained by other experi-

enced workers.



SUMMARY

Pheasant cock-crowing counts made by groups of people
selected with no regard as to their previous counting experience
or training showed almost no statistical agreement.

Pheasant cock-crowing counts made by a group of experi-
enced observers were usually higher than counts made by a group
of inexperienced observers.

Experienced workers obtained counts that agreed among
themselves in the majority of cases, while inexperienced workers
obtained counts that failed to agree among themselves at least as
often as they agreed.

The presence of interference apparently had little or no ef-
fect on either the variability of the total counts at those stations
where it was present or the variability among the counts of ob-

servers at those stations.

Data collected seemed to indicate a possibility that the counts

of people making multiple-species censuses will generally be lower

than counts made by people censusing onl; cne s5pecies.
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ORIGINAL DATA SUMMER CAMP, 1952

26/June/52, Ingham Co.

25/June/52, Ingham Co.

Students

Sta-

Students

Sta-
tions

tions

10.
11.
12,
13.
14.
15.
16,
17.
18,
19.
20.

10.
11,
12.
13,
14,
15.
16.
17.
18,
19,

)

0
80

88

0
0

124

34

= 94,7

[

= 44,1

X
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