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INTRODUCTION

The story of Clement L. Vellandigham, the handsome
purltanical leader of the Coprerhead movement during the
Cilvil War, has often been repeated. He has becen spoken of
as a fanatlc, a dogmatlcal demagogue who obstinately tried
to force his peace and reconstruction ideas on the country.
The movement of which he was the leader has been pictured
as an unpatriotic, even tressonous pro-southern obstruction-
ist program. Such an interpretation, however, neglects the
program's deep rooted political and sectional foundations
and Valiandigham's true character. Vallandighem anrd most
of his followers were in truth western sectionalists, thwart-
ed and emblttered by the Civil Var.

The lower middle west of the late fifties was more
closely linked wilth tnhe South than with the North. This
was so economically, soclally and politically. A majority
of the settlers and ploneers of the section had originally
migrated from the South. Thelr loceal laws, constitutions
and governments were modelled after those of Virginla and
Kentucky; and most of their political leaders were of South-
ern descent. Negroes held similer positions in both socletiles.
Economically, besides belng commercially 1lnterdependent,
they used a common trade highway--the Ohlo and Mississirril
Rivers. All these reasons plus the fact thet thelr land
would be the battleground influenced many of these people

to oprose the war.



If Vallendigham had sought political power, honor and
prestige during the War, hls path would have been simple
enough. He had only to follow 1n the footsteps of another
great western Democrat, Sterhen A. Douglas, ard support the
war effort wholeheartedly. Vellandigham, however, did not
choose the porular course. He orrosed the War on a number
of grounds. It was, he beleived, a foolhardy, expensive
and urconstitutional situation forced uvpon the country by
a srell minority grour, the Abolitionlists. Vallandigham,
although he orpocsed the War, soucht for a reunited lorth
end South. Ee sincerely believed thet the more practical
and less expensive programn to reunion lay not in war but
in peace. If a peace was declcred, he thought, the lorth
and South bound together by so meny close tles would settle
their differences and again reunite in a matter of time.

The‘objectives of this paper while tracing Vallandigham's
political career are that:

1. Vallandighem's oprosition to the war was not
treasonous.

2. He was neither a Southerner nor pro-outhern,
but a western sectlonalist.

3. Vallandigham was unjustly end unfelrly arrested,
end sentenced to an unwarranted exille.

4. To show how influential Vallandigham was in Demo-
cratic politics--both state and national=--during the war

rerlod and after.



CHAPTER I

FOLITICAL BEGINININGS

The couvntry's leading Copperhead was born at New Lisbon,
Ohlio, on July 29, 1820. His father was a Fresbyterian clergy-
men--the Reverend Clement Vallandigham. The family, originally
coming from French Flanders, had emigrated to the British
colony of Virginia in 1690. His father, in order to supple-
ment his rather mezger income--there were six other chilldren
besides young Clement to support--set up a classical school.
There 1s no question that this atmosphere had much to do
with the moulding of young Clement's character. The son of
a minister and taught in a classical school under the direc-
tion of his father untll he was seventeen, he was a true
product of his environment. In an era when politiclans were
noted for their immorality and other vices, Clement L.
Vallandighem stood shoulders high above them. He nelther
smoked nor drank and in other ways always conducted himself
as a gentleman. Folitical foes, try as they might, never
could find any irregulerities in his private life. He was
courteous and intelligent. Vherever he went he found and
mede friends.

In the fall of 1837, he entered the Junior class of
Jefferson College, Canonsherg, Iennsylvania. After attending
college for ore year, feeling he was too much of a burden
upon his father, he apprlied for 2 job as principal of Union

Academy in Snow Hill, Maryland. He held this jJjob for two
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years. It was during this time that he first met the future
Mrs. Vellandicham, a Miss Loulsa A. McMahon of Faltimore.

It 1s worth noting here that his future wife came of a slave
holding family. Clement re-entered college in the fall of
1840 as a senior.

Even then, he was an accomplished and persuasive debator.
The college, at that time, had two Literary Socleties-~the
Franklin and the Fhilo.l An annual oratorical contest wes
held between the two end Vallandizhem wes unanimously chosen
to represent his group.

Clement did not graduate with his class, however. 1In e
classroom reclitation, he orpoced the ideas of Tr. Erown, the
President of the College, over certaln aspects of Constitu-
tional law, displeying a steadfastness and firmness for his
beliefs which later brousht him so often before the country's
eyes; a bitter guarrel ensued between the two. The Fresi-
dent, unused to such opposition, grew insulting and violent.
Vallandighem rightfully felt that this was unnecessary and
requested an honorable dicmissal from the colleze, which he
received.2 Lr. Brown some years leter wrote a letter, explana-
tory and apologetic, offering ¥r. Vallandicham hils diploma,
on the single condition thet he should arply to the faculty
of the college for it. This he refused to do and 80 he never

recelved his diploma.>

l. James L. Vallandigham, A Life of Clerent L. Vallandigham
(faltimore, 1°72), p.22

2. lpi—d.” p024

3. Ibild., p.31
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On returning home, he studled law under his brother
James, wro later became & Fresbyterian minister and also his
biographer. In December of 1842, at the azge of 22, Clement
Vallandigham wes admitted to the Ber. Young Vallandigham's
mind and energy made him a successful lawyer and durilng the
next few years he built up a respectable law practice. His
remarkable abllity as a specker alded his practice no end.

In 1845, his interest for history and government turned
him to politics. Ile was nomineted by the Democratic Party
of his native county, Columiana, es one of thelr candidates
for Representative 1n the State lLeglslature; and in October
of the same year, heving Just attained the constitutional
age of 25, he wes elected without opposition.4

The Legislature met on the first day of December, 1845,
and he took his seat as the youngest member of the body.

In the session which followed he accounted very well for him-

self. The Chlo Statesman commented so:

"Columbiana County may well be proud of her young
member, who has alreandy achieved for himself an
enviaeble name as & debator, for skill and falrness,
and as a writer at once powerful and dignified. He
is one, also, who does not think it 1s necessery to
disgrace greaet telents by buffoonery and immorzlity
in order to achieve a sudden notoriety."D

Vallandigham was re~elected to the House in the Cctober
elections of 1846 by a vast mejority. Tetween terms on the
27th of August, 1246, he had married Micss McMehon. The

legislature met on tue 7th of December, 1845, and Vallandigham

Ibid., p.39

. Ibid., pp.41-42
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was hlghly honored by the unanimous vote of his party for
Speaker. The Whigs, however, hed the majority and named the
Speaker of the House. To have been so supported by his psrty
at such a young age, nevertheless, was a great honor.

The Polk administration, in the midst of the Mexican
Wer, found 1tself at odds with the Whig Farty, which opposed
the war. »The Cerocratlc Ferty of Chlio came to the defense
of the Administration and pledged themselves to a vigorous
prosecution of the war. Democratic political meetings and
conventions were held throughout the state, adopting reso-
lutions defending the war and condemning the Whigs for their
opposition. The Democrats of the Houcse, at Columbus, through
Vallandigham, officially lect thelr stand be known. On the
15th of Cecember, he offered a series of resolutions of which
the following are two:

"That the war thus brought about snd commenced by

the aggressions and act of Mexico herself, having

been recognized by Congress according to the forms

of the Constitution, is a Constitutional war and a

war of the whole people of the Unlted States, begun

(on our part) and carried on in pursuance of the

Constitution and laws of the Unlon.

That this General Assembly has full confidence 1n
the wisdom and the abllity of the Executive of the
United Staetes to prosecute the war to a successful
and speedy termination by en honorable peace; and
that we hereby tender the cordial sympathies and
support of this Commonwealth to the sald Executive
in the further prosecution of the war."

The resolutions were defeated by a strict perty vote.
The wWhigs in answer introduced and passed a number of reso-

lutions condemning the Precident and the war. The Democratlc

6. IbidO, POSO
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arguments end sentiments were summarized in the Cincinnati
Dally Enguirer with the statement:

"Negotiations have been refused with insult...the

country was ours...or i1f not so, beyond a question

we had a valid and, therefore, a right peaceably

to take possession of and hold it...our minister

so advised...our general so advised...it was the

dictete of self defense...who will undertake to

sey the act was wrong."T

Throughout his second ession, Vallandigham not only
meinteined the reputation he had won for himself in the first
session, but added to it. Many observers were favorably
impressed by the able wey in which he led his party on the
floor of the House. At the end of the session, he returned
home to lew Lisbon, where he arrlied himself whole heartedly
to his ever growing law practice. IHis constituents, well
satisfied with his very able record at the state capltal,
wished to nominate him once again for office. He refused,
however, and moved a short tire later to Dayton, Montgomery
County, in the southwestern portion of the state. Here he
entered into a law prectice with Thomas J. S. Smith, Esq..

Vallandigham also became part owner and editor of a newspaper,

the Democratic Dayton Empire.

In his salutory address to the newspaper's readers, he
declared:

"We will supprort the Constitution of the United

States in 1ts whole integrity, protect aend defend

the Union, maintain the doctrine of strict con-
struction, and stend fast to the doctrine of Cttate
Rights, as embodlied in Mr. Madison's Virginia Re-

port and Mr. Jefferson's Kentucky Resolutions of 1798 ."8

7. Edger Allan Holt, "Ferty Folitics in Chio 1240-50," Chio
Lrcheeolo~ical ard Historlcel <ociety Iublications, :XXVIII
(1929), 147

8. Henry Howe, Howe's Historical Collections of Chio (Clin-
cinnati, 1¢04), I, %40
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The edltorial also advocated free trade, a flxed tenure to
every office under the Federal Government that would properly
admit it and popular education.

On the slavery questlion, the attitude of the Democrats
and more specifically Vallandigham was revealed in the local
county conventions. The resolutions of the Democrats of
Montgomery County, drawn up largely by Vallandigham, were
significant and prophetic. These re-echoed the Jeffersonian
compact theory of the Constitution; declared that Congress
could only require an incoming state to have a republican
form of government, that slavery was a municipal institution
and, therefore, the people of the territories should deter-
mine whether 1t should exist in the state at the moment 1t
was ready to enter the Union.9 Vallandigham keenly felt that
the control over slavery was beyond federal jurisdiction
and should remain in the hands of the states. The institu-
tion of slavery considered alone, he thought, was wrong, and
he foresaw 1ts breakdown in the future by its own weight.

To make a political issue of it, however, valiandigham thought
dangerous and almost sure to end in a civil war. He, there-
fore, opposed the Wilmot Proviso and the repeal of the Ohio
“Black Laws."

| While sérving as editor of the Dayton Empire, he wrote
strong editorials on the problems of the day. He hit especlal-
ly hard the introduction of politics into the pulpit-~the

intermeddling of ministers of the gospel with the exciting

9. Edgar Allan Holt, Farty Folitics in Ohio 1840-50, Chio
Historical Zollections (Zolumbus, 1930), I, 182
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roliticel questions of the day. Editoriels azainst the
Abolition moverent and the unrest it brousht to the country
also appeared@ on several occasions.

In June of 1849, he s0ld out his interest in the Empire.
-Before resigning his position as editor, he prepared e final
editorial to the readers. It repeated Vallandighem's under-
lying concepts of government which had apreared in the in-
augural address~-e strict construction of the Constitution
and a state richts inlerpretation. There was also a warning
to the people end the Democratic party to watch with care
the growing Abolition agitation. There could only be one
result of such a needless movement--war.lO

The end of the Mexlican War had left in the United State's
hands, a vest territory open to settlement. What tyre of
government to be gilven to thils area was irdeed a problem.

The question as to whether slavery should be allowed to ex-
tend to this area or not brought on many a heated argument.
The California gold rush of 1849 and the increased population
of that reglon broucht the rroblem to a hezad.

Henry Clay, on Jenuary 29, 1850, acked the GSenate to
consider a number of proposals--"The Compromise of 1850."
Sentiment throughout the country was in favor of & compromise
of one sort or anothrer. Eusiness men, farmers, laborers
were all enjoying prosperity; particularly the lorthern
manufacturers wented to come to terms agreeable to their

Southern markets. Vellandichem found himself for a time in

10. J. L. Vallandicham, Life of C. L. Vallandicham, p.50
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the minority, as most of his Dayton neighbors were against
the Compromise. lHe tried to convince the peorle of Dayton
in public sreeches that any other action would lead to further
agltetion and endanger the Union. The Compromise was passed
by Congress and signed by the President: (1) California was
admitted as a free state; (2) New Mexico was created a terri-
tory without the Wilmot Prdviso, and the claim of Texas to
New Mexico wes indemnified by the payment of ten million
dollars from the federazl treasury; (3) Uteh was created a
territory without the Wilmot Froviso; (4) more stringent
provision was made for the rendition of fusitive slaves;
(5) the slave trade was abolished in the District of Colum-
bia .11

During the years 1850 and 1851, Vellendichem's law
practice continued to grow. At the Democratlic Convention
in August of 1£51, he was & candidate for the office of
Lieutenant-Governor; but after a sherp contest, and having
recelved a respectable number of votes, he was defeated.
In the ensuing election, Veallandischam spoke throughout the
stete in favor of the Democratic ticket. The election re-
sulted in a Democratic majority of about twenty-seven thousand
votes.

In 1852 Vallandigham, nominated by the Democracy of the
Third District of Ohio, comprosed of the countles of Montzonery,

Butler and Preble, ran for the Representative's seat in Con-

11. James Ford Rhodes, History of the United States from
the Comrromise of 1850 (New York, 1893), I, 181-183
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gress. H1s opronent wac Lewls D. Campbell, the candidate
of the Whig Farty. Nr. Vallendicham was defeatcd largely
because of the third party in the election, Free Z0ll or
Anti-Comprromise farty, which voted against him because of
his support of the Compromise of 1850. However, out of a
vote of twenty thousard, the majority against him was only
147 votes.l2 Even at that early date he had zained a lesrge
nunber of supporters.

In 1854, Vallandigham was agein nomirated by tke Demo-
crats of his district to run for the Representative's seat
ir Congress. Lewls D. Camrbell was agaln his opronent,
representing this time the mystlc so-called Know-Nothing
Farty that wes so strong in the middle fifties after the
disappearance of the old Whig Farty. After a long and bitter
fight, Vallandigham was defeated, as was most of his party
throughout the middle west in the election of 1854. During
the next two years, althouzh he diligzently turned again to
his lew practice, he remained active in perty rolitics with
his eye on the same nomination in 18556.

The Democrats on July 28, 1856, again nomirated him for
the Congressional Seat of the 3rd District. Caxrbell wes
for the third time nominated by the oprosition, this teing
by far the most bitter election campalgn between the two.
Vallandigham ren on a rletform of--"Union, no North, no

South, no East, nc VWest. Let the péople of each state and

12. J. i. Vallandighem, Life of C. L. Vallandicnam, pp.72-73
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territory govern themselves...no persecutlon on account
of birth or religion."l3 With the election over, it scemed
that Campbell was egain the victor with the slicht majority
of 19 votes.

Vallandigham accused his opronent of fraud, and con-
tested the election in the netional House of Representatives.
He accused Xr. Campbell of using mullatoes' votes to win the
election. Iullatoes under the Chio cstate laws were not allow-
ed to vote and, therefore, in hils arpeel, Mr. Vallandichem
wanted all such votes to be declared null and voild. After
a long struggle, he won his case ard was seated on the 25th
of May, 1858, by a Democratic House of Representatives by
a vote of 107 to 100. The House's election committee in
reviewing the case rejected 55 of Campbell's votes as illegzel.
Vallandigham's msjority was twenty-three votes.l%

In the fall electlion, 1t was agaln Vallandigham against
Campbell for the Congressional seat of their district. Be-
cause 1t had taken the House so longz a time to come to a
decision on his erpeel, Vallandigham was up for re-election
without ever really having represented hls constituents. He
had not been seated for the entire first session of the 35th
Congress. The voters, however, were well satisfied with
their selection, and re-elected him with a clear-cut majority

of 188 votes.15

13. Clyde Henry Hubbart, The Older Kiddle West 1840-80

(New York, 1936), p.l1l3
14. J. L. Vallandigham, Life of C. L. Vallandigham, p.1l00
15 o Ibid .y p 0102




CHAFTER II
CONGREZSICNAL CARXER DURING PEACETIME 1858-61

Vallandigham, from 1£58 until his death meny years leter,
vas a national figure. Because of his pronounced views on
the i1ssues of the day;-his name was always national news.
Early in hils Congressional career, he served notice to all
that he was goling to give both a strict constructionist and
e state rights interpretation to the Federal Constitution.
He was from the beginning regarded by orvonents and friends
alike as an intelligent end able Representative. Although
he often spoke for over an hour before the House, Vallendigham
never used notes. In fact, he tried to amend the Fouse's
one hour rule to permit any speaker who did not have to
resort to the use of notes to speak longer. His complete
knowledge of the Constitution and Farllamentary proceedure
enabled him to use every weapon available to the minority
to the best of his edventage. Through this knowledge in
the war years he was often able to embaress the Republlcans,
where a less astute man would have falled.

His first speaking effort of any length was in the 1m-
peachment proceedings of one Judge Watrous in December of
1858. The Judge's friends were attempting to settle the
case in the Housé and free the Judge. Vallandlgham roce
and at length spoke of what the House's dutles were 1n the
impeachment proceedure. The Houce was rnot to convict or

acqult; that was the jJob of the Senate. It wes, however,



the House's task to accuse and send the case to the Senate
if 1t so warranted.

On February 12, 1859, Vallendigham made the following
statement to the House:

Whenever Kansas shall come, as Oregon has come

peaceably, orderly, and with the consent of her

people, I shell vote for her immediate admission

Just as I rropvose to vote now for the admission

of Oregon. But Kansas is not here; Oregon 1s

here. There 1s no possible connection, geographi-

cally, politically or otherwise; and especially

no historic parallel between these two territories;

and by no vote of mine, shall any such be estab-

lished. Both wlll be free states; end finding

Oregon now here at the door, I willl not vote to

keep her without until Kansas shall be ready.l6
Vallendigham, later so often accused of belng a southerner,
was here proposing anything but a southern measure. Here
it wes a question of the South vs. the West, the west wanting
further expansion, the South opposing further expansion.
Vallandighem, in the last word, was a western sectlonallst.

The Taeriff of 1857, Vallandigham thought discrimineting
and on February 24, 1859, he took the occasion to speak
against -it. The tariff was a manufacturer's tariff, he
thought, protecting the New Englanders at the expense of the
agricultural West. He was gble to push through a slight
revision, raising the duty on a number of Ohio's agricultural
products.

Vallandigham, the man who wes later so often accused

of being "heartless" and "inhumen" on the slavery question,

spoke in favor of a‘minority groub on March 2, 1859. He

15. Congressional Globe, 35 Congress, 2 session, XXVIII, 1004
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rroposed the following resolution which was agreed to by
the House:

Resolved, thet the Fresident be requested to
communicate, if rot incomprtible with the public
interests, any corresprondence between the United
States ard Switzerland releting to the clause in
the treaty between thie two countries which dis-
criminate against the privileges >f citizens of
the United Stetes holding to the Hebrew feith ard
worship; visiting or sojourning in Switzerland .l
March 3, 152, was the firel dey of this 35th Congress,

which merked the close of Vallandighem's first complete
Congressional session. For a first term man, he had celned
consicderable recognition on both sides of the House. Jumning
up his Congressionel career for the 1858-5C reriod, he had
in Judge ‘atrous's case shown that he demanded a strict con-
struction of the Federal Constitution; ard had on the Oregon
question introduced a western resolution in the face of
southcrn oppositicn. He had also spoken out in favor of a
minority group, the Jews, given equel protectlon under the
Constitutlon and who were being discriminated against; and
had sroken egainct the Tariff of 1857, which fevored the
East and worked against the agricultural West.

Within a week ofter the October election of 1£59, John
Brown mede his fawous reid at Harper's Ferry. Had 1t cone
ten days or two weeks sooner, it might have influenced the
election. For the moment, however, it seemed that the Demo-
crats had at thelir dilsposal a plece of political dynamite.
They cherged that his reid wes a direct result of abollitlon

teachings and thet Seward, Chase and thelr like were the

17. Ibid., ©.1501
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reel authors of the Harrer's Ferry Affair. Vallandighem,
on his wey home from wWashington, heard of Brown's capture.
Accompanlied by Senator Xason of Virginla, he questioned Brown
at length, & fact for which he was unmercifully attacked
in the Republican rapers. The fact that a man could e so
calloused as to questioning an 0ld, wounded men was good
newspaper rrint, esrecially if the questloner was the Demo-
crat, Vallardigham.

According to Vallandicham's own report, however, John
Brown was questioned by a number of peorle and seemed eager
to talk of his exploits. Vallandi-ham's own personal reasons
for questioning Brown seemed to h:ove been to find out whether
Brown had hed any Chio connections. In this he falled,
though out of his intervliew he did cain a high opinion of
Brown.

"It 1s vain to underrete eitl:er the man or the con-

spirecy. Captain John Frown 1s as brave a men ard

resolute a man as ever headed an insurrection, and

in a good cause, end with a sufficient force, would

have been a consummate partisan commander. He has

coolness, daring and persistency, the stoic faith

and patience, and a firmness of wlll and purpose

unconquerable. Ee 1s the farthest removed from the

ordinery ruffien, fanatic or medman. Certainly, it

18 one of the best planngd and best executed conspira-

cles that ever failed."l

This Harper's Ferry Affair left in the South an admoni-
tion of danger. The cleve-holding South stood as a single

system. Men were ermed and the militlas were increascd.

The Abolition movement, started by a small minority of philo-

18. Horacz Greeley, The Ameriéan Conflict (Hertford, 1277),
I, 29
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sophers end sertimentalists, was no longer in their hands,
but rather in the hands of practical men, men of action.
Although most of the respectable leedsrs of the Rerubhlican
party denounced the raid, it did much to widen the North-
South breek end on both sides hot tempers carried the day.

The 1lst session of the 35th Congress sterted on December 5,
1859. Vallandigham, as did many others, forsaw the crisis
corming on. lever too tactful, speakling before the House of
Representiatives on December 15th, he mede his stand sure
and exact with the following rererks:

The Morth and South stand here arrayed ageinst
each other. Disunion has been threatened. I am
not a Northerner. least of all, am I that unseem-
ingly and abject of 211 rolitical spectacles--'a
Northern man with Southern rrinciples;' but God be
thanked, still a United States man with United
Stetes princirles. Vhen I emigrete to the South,
take up my abode there, identify myself with her
interests, holding slcves or holding none; then,
and not till then, will I hcve a right, and will
it be my duty, and no doubt my pleasure, to main-
tein and surrort Southern principles arnd Southern
institutions. Then, sir, I am not & Southern man
either--although in this unholy and most unconstitu-
tional crusade ageinst the South, in the midst of
the invasion, arson, insurrectiorn, ard murder, to
which she has been subjected, and with which she
is still threatened--with the dagger of the assasin
susrended over her--my wost cordial symrethles are
wholly with her...

Sir, I have no recpect--none--none for Southern
rights merely because they are Southern rights.

They are yours, gentlemen--not mine. Malntaln
them here within the Union, firmly, fearlessly,
boldly, quietly=--do it like men...

Sir, I am for the Union as it 1s, and the Consti-
tution as it is. I em ageinst disunion now, and
forever; against disunion, whether for 1ts own sake
or for the sake of anything else, equal, independent,
constituional liberty alone excepted.

19. Congressional Globe, 36 Congress, 1 session, XXIX,
Appendix, 43
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He went on to say that he reslized that most of what he said
would be held as so much pro-southern talk, as had been the
case in the pest.

This spreech goes & long way towards summarizing Vall-
andigham's political philosophy. If viewed in the light of
this speéch, most of his subsequent acts hardly can be termed
treasonous. There can be no doubt that he was anything but
sincere in his oprosition to the war. If he had to take
sldes on the basls of constitutionality and Justice, there
was no doubt in his mind that the South had the better case.
Slavery, after all, was the domestlc proﬁlem of each indivi-
dual state. However, he emnphasized that he favored neither
section, the South or the North, over the United States.

During this 1859-60 session, he also took a definite
stand on the Army Appropriation Bill, which was belng con-
sldered. He was not against army expenditures, but voted
in favor of them. His only addition to the bill was a
proviso that the federal governrtent would contribute to the
state militlas more than the $300,000 a year appropriations
originated in the Bill of 1808. The Constitution clearly
stated that the Congress should help the states in the up-
keep of the state militias. Several southern states as a
result of the Harper's Ferry affair were increasing the size
of their militias to'prbtect their citizens from any future
slave uprising. For them the law of 1808 was clearly anti-
quated and placed-them under an undue burden. Congress,
Vallandighem felt, was without a doubt neglecting one of 1ts
duties.
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Vallandighem also had more than a leglslatlive 1lnterest
in this proviso. While a student, he had held the position
of Division Inspector in Columbiana County, with the rank
of Lieutenant Colonel in the Ohio State Militia. 1In 1857,
upon the reorganization of the voluanteer militla of Ohio,
he had been chosen a Brigadler General and hed srent both
his money and time to bring his comrmand up to par. He clearly
saw the need for greater aild and throughout the session tried
to add provisions giving more federal money to the upkeep
of state militlas.

When a candidete for re-election in 1858, part of his
platform called for Kansas's admittance to the Union when
she had presented a valid constitution. On M¥arch 29, 1860,
he declded that she had fulfilled such obligations and was
reedy to be admitted. Ee declared that he, as a gentleman
and a man of honor, was ready to vote her 1in, regardless
of any other consideration.20

Eveluating Vallandighem's activities in the first ses-
sion of the 35th Congress stérting December 5, 1859, and
ending on June 25, 1860, we find that he supported Kansas
coming iIn as a free stete. lere ageln Vallandigham seems
to heve stepped out of hls pro-Southern role. "Eloody"
Kansas wasn't so named for nothing end any man in public
office takiﬁg a definite stend on this controversial subject
vas bound to draw emnlty from some quarter. The South con-

sidered all supporters of the admission of a free Kansas as

20. Ibig .oy p.1434
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thelr enemles. Here 1s Just another bit of evidence polinting
to Vallandigham, the western sectionelist, rather than Vall-
andigham, the southern disunionist. In the previous session,
Vallandigham haed also surrorted the Homestead Act as did
most of the western representatives. Here agaln he had parted
company with many of his southern "friends," who had voted
against the bill. In wishing for more federal ald for state
militias, we see hls state richts interpretation of the con-
stitution crorring up.

The election of 1860 might be termed as the most impor-
tant electlon of our nationsal history. Four candidates werc
in the fleld--Lincoln, Douglas, Bell ard Breckinridge. The
National Democratic Convention of 1650 was held at Charles-
ton, South Carollne. Vallandigham as Secretary of the
National Democratic Committee attended and supported Dougles
throughoui the proceedings. Vallandigham fully realized
the graveness of the sltuation and foresaw a Republican
victory if the Democratic Perty split over the slavery issues.
At a dinner held during the convention, he rose and made
some rather startling predictions:

Gentlemren, 1f the Democratic party 1s dis-
rupted in thls Charleston Conventlon, the
result will be the disruption of the Union,
and one of the bloodliest civil wars on record,
the magnitude of which no one can estimate.

In the unity of the Pemocratic party and in the
ggiogoiéigmggi.ggge of the South eand of Republi-

The Democrats did splii, however, with Douglas carrying the

northern fection and Breckinridge the southern groups.

21. J. L. Vallandigham, 1ife of 2. L. Vallardigham, pr.138
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In the ensulng election Vallendigham actively campalgned
for Douglas. 1In one campalgn speech, he pronounced that
he was not for the lorth, nor the South, but for the whole
country; and yet 1n a conflict of sectioral interests he
we.s for the West all the time. He hoped fervently to see
the day when we should hear no more of sections; but as long
as men elsewhere deranded a "united torth" and a "united
South" he wanted to see a "United West." Still the "United
States" was a better term--more patriotic, more constitutional,
and more glorious then any of them.22

During the campalgn, Vallandigham's speaking tour passed
through Cetroit, Michigan, where he was guest speaker in the
dedication of & new Temocretic hall. Ry the newspaper arti-
cles eppeering in tre FRepublican pepers, he had éiready made

a name for himself. The Republican Detrolt Daily Advertiser

on August 2nd ran the'following article lambasting him end
the Democrets in the typical editorial style of the day--
running down a political opponent or his party in every way
possible:

Vallandigham of Ohlo, having been sent for, made
his appearence at the Douzlas Den last night. A
fair number of people, among whom the Republlcans
were numerous, were present, and were in fact, the
most attentive auditors, the attention of the Douglas
men being necessarily divided between the speaker's
stand and the whiskey shop which forms a sort of
slde wing to the shanty.

The Buckeye demagogue spoke to a late hour, evi-
dently as if having mede up his mind to earn his
money .

His speech was rambling, abusive of the Ferubli-
cans, and in violetion of the recorded facts of

ellandigham on Abolition, The Union and the Civil Var
%Columbus, 1853), p.238 :
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history. We have long felt sure of from twenty

to twenty-five thousand majority in Michlgan

this Fall, but we shsll certainly expect forty

thousand 1f this lmported ranter can only be

prevailed on to sturp the whole stete. 23

Before continuing with Vallendigham's career it would
be worth while to examlne the important rolitlcal issues
of the country. It 1s a commnon prractice in regards to the
Civil War to reduce the orprosing forces to two, the South
and the North, or Confederates and Unlonists and to simrlify
the issues with one word--slavery. This 1ls not true, how-
ever., There was a difference of oprinion inside both the
North and South over tine slavery issue. Many Southerners,
especlelly in the upper South and west of the Mississirppil,
were no longer in sympethy with their slave holding neigh-
bors. They forecasted, as did many rortherners, the eventual
breakdown of this type of labor system. In the deep South,
where slevery was thought so necessary, they threatened
gecesslion 1f thelr domestic institutions were not left alone.
In the North, there was also & split over the slavery issue.
Many felt that they should let well enough alone and let
the South take care of its owvn problem. The Abolitionists,
who were a vociferous minority group, hed no such plan, how-
ever. They preached the abuses of slavery from coast to
coast and demanded the freeing of all slaves, even at the

cost of a civil war. Horace Greeley, a Republican, placed

his paper on the record for peace. He couldn't see how the

23. Detroit Lfalley Advertiser, August 2, 18480, p.l

J
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North could force the South to stay 1n the Union, if they
desired to leave. is was not an isolated case. Even the
hirch political leaders of the Republican party, Seward es-
peclelly, were exrected to put aside the Farty Flatform's
Territorial Clause, if they won the election, and compromise
wlth the Southiern planters in order to get peace.

The North eand South, holding what were for all practical
purposes serarate electiors, caused a badly divided popular
vote. Lincoln received a total of 1,866,452; Douglas,
1,375,957; Ereckinridge, 849,781; and Bell, 588,879. Lincoln,
with only 40% of the popular vote, carried a clear-cut ma-
Jority in the electorzl college of 180 votes to 123. The
country seemingly wes in the mood for radical action. The
North end South haed cupported the two candlidates standing
for firm action, Lincoln and Ereckinridge, with a vote of
2,716,233 to the total vote of 1,955,331 received by the
"middle course" candidates, Douglss and Bell.

Except for South Carolina's action, some compromise
might have been worked out. The Lemocrats still held power
in two-thirds of the natlonzl goverrment, only the executive
brench had gene over to the fepublicans, while they still
held the majority in both Congress and the Supreme Court.
Their state legislature, however, had refused to adjourn,
walting for the election returns. If Lincoln was elected,
they had promised to secede. PBy a vote of 169 to O, a state

convention called on LCecember 2Cth voted to leave the Union.
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By Februery lst, the reraining six states of the lower South--
Mississirpl, Florida, Alabama, Georgla, Loulslana and Texas--
haed followed South Carolina out. The so-called Confederate
States of the Union with Jefferson Davis, President, ard
Alexander H. Sterhens, Vice-President, was constituted on
Februery 8, 1351.

Vallandighem followlng the election was indefatlgadle
In his efforts to avert a disruption of the Union. Speaking
in the House, on Deceamber 10, 1260, he said:

The time 1s srort, the darger eminent, the melady
deepseated and of long standiang. Vhatever 1s to

be done must be done et once, and it must be done
thoroughly...Let there be no delays, no week inventions,
no temporizing expedlents. Otherwlse not secession
of a few states only, but total and absolute dis-
ruption of the whole government is inevitable. 2

Vallandigham had nothing but anger and disgust for the
racdical Republicans. They bore nothing good for the country

and the Constitution. Disunion would cause suffering for

-

all, expecielly for the West. In the same speech as above,
Vallandighem continued, speakiné as a true representative
of the West:

We of the Korthwest have a deeper interest in

the preservation of this government in its present
form than any other cection of this Union. Hemmned
in, 1solated, cut off from the seaboard upon every
side; a thousend miles or more from the mouth of
the Mississippl, the free ncvigation of which under
the law of ratures we demand and will have at every
cost; with rothling else but our great inland seas,
the lakes and their outlet too through a foreign
country--whet is to be our destiny? Sir, we have
1500 miles of southern frontler and but a little
narrow strip of 80 miles or less from Virginia to

24. Dwight lowell Dumond, The Jecession Moverent 1£50-51
(New York, 1931), p.15%4
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Lake Erie bounding us on the East. Ohlo 1s the

Isthmus that connects the South with the British

possessions and the Zast with the West. The Rocky

Mountains separate us from the ¥West. Where is to

be our outlet. Vthat are we to do when we have

broken up and destroyed this government? We are

seven states now,...and a poprulation of nine mil-

lion. We have an empire equal in area to the

third of all Europe and we do not mean to be a

dependency elther of the East or of the South; nor

yet an lnterlor or secondary power upon this con-

tinent; and if we cannot secure a meritime boundry

upon any other terms, we will cleave our way to

the seacoast with the sword. A natlon of warrilers

we may be; a tribe of shepherds never. 25

Frentic attempts were made by border State Representa-
tives in Congress to prevent the break away and bring the
lower South back into the Union. Compromises were presented
in both Houses of Congress, the Crittenden Compromlse pro-
bably the best known. Vallardigham also offered as a solu-
tion his corpromise plan, an addition of three amendments,
XIII, XIV and XV, to the Constitution. He held that funda-
mental physical features and sectional differences had been
disregarded by the makers of the Constitution and so advocated
the recognition of the North, the West, the Pacific and the
South as distinct units. Hls plan was to divide the United
Stetes into these four sections which were to operate by
a system of concurrent majorities and balance of power.
On every measure of Congress reguiring the concurrence of
both Houses, a vote should be taken by sections on the demand
of one-third of the senators of any section, and a majority

of the senators from each section voting should be recessary

25. Congressional Globe, 35 Congress, 2 session, XXX, 3%
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for 1ts rassage. A mejority of all the electors in each
of the sections was to be necessary for the choice of e
President and Vice-Fresldent, who were to hold office for
a term of six years, and were not to be eligible to more
than one term except by the votes of two-thirds of all the
electors of each section. No state was to secede without
the consent of the leglislatures of all the steates composing
the section to which it belonced. The citizens of all sec-
tlons were to have equal rights in the territories of the
United States. Vallandighem stated that 1t was a reorgani-
zatlon of the Union for the purpose of preserving it and
did not contemplate dlssolution in any form.26

The Flan, however, found little suprort and later Vall-
andigham came under much criticism from the Abolitionist
press for his suggestions. Most of these compromise measures
were defeated by strictly party votes. The Crittenden Fro-
posals failed in the House by a vote of 80 yeas to 113 nays.
Every Republlican in the House votirg against the measure,
and every Democrat but one voting for the mea sure .27

Most 6f the North did not appreciate the seriousness
of the probler. Opinion was divided as to whether the southern
states would want to come back or not. Few expected a civil
war to be the result. James Buchanan, the president, was
undecided how to act. With the fall of Fort Sumnter, however,

and Lincoln's call to arms, a middle group of states followed

26 L] Ibid., po791+
27. J. Welter & Co., ed., Vallandicham's Record, p.241
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out the cotton states, although slavery was on the decline
here. The idea that the federal unlon was created by the
sovereign states, that the states could not be coerced ex-
rlains why they acted as they did. Centralization meant
tyranny, state rights--freedom and liberty.

In the North there was also a state rights group, which
oprposed the Administration; they were known as the Feace
Democrats. They were especially prevalent in the old North-
west. There object was to prevent war and maintaeiln the peace.
With the firing on Fort Sumnter and war, their o»ject was
to stop the wer and.work out some compromise. The leaders
of this movement in the West were Vallandigham, Sem Medary
of Columbus, Ohio, end D. W. Vorhees of Terre Haute, Indiena.
Vallandigham issued to the rress on April 17, 1861, a public
statement:

"I Inow that...in a little while the sober second
thought of the people will dissipate the present

sudden and fleeting madness end will demand to know

zgyatgigig ﬁéi{%ag reople are butchering each other

The rank and fiie of the Feace Democrats were the smaller
fermers and poor artisans of the region. These people, es-
peclally in the lower Middle ‘est, had many common bonds
with the South. Most of the settlers and leaders of this
region had migrated from the South. Local laws and consti-

tutions and governments were modeled after those of Virginia

and Kentucky. Negroes held similar positions in both

28. Wood Gray, The Eidden Civil Yar (lew York, 1942), p.57
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socletles. There was a strong economic bond tylng them
together. DBesldes a commercial interdependence, they used
a common trade highway, the Ohio and Mississiprl Rivers.
These reasons, plus the fact that their land would probably
be the battleground, caused these people to ask for peace.
With the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, they
had further incentive. They plctured a horde of freed black
men sweeplng from the South across the Ohio River into the
free farming regions of the Ohio Valley.

When the war broke out, the Ohlo legislature was in
session. Both parties rallied to Lincéln's call for arms.
The two Houses unanimously voted one million dollzrs to be
used in furnishing erms to Ohio troops and for other mili-
tary purposes. Vallandigham rushed to Columbus to try and
prevent the passage of the appropristions blll, but met with
no success. He then 1ssued a call to the top Democretic
leaders in Ohlo to meet and try to prevent the continuance
of the war. They falled to show up, however. It 1s sur-
rrising how cémpletely the entire North was temporarlly
united by the early days of the Civil War. Vallandigham
found himself practically alone in his opposition of the
wer end branded as e traitor from all sides. The thousands
of well wishers, who hed praised his efforts for peace before

the war started, were now the first to turn away from him.



CHAFTER III
CONGRZSSIONAL CAREER TURING WARTIVE 1861-63

The declaration of war found both sides totally unpre-
pered. The North, however, held the superior hand in
population, industry and raw materlals. It was an agricul-
tural South facing the industrial North, where ninety-two
per cent of the country's manufacturing was carried on.
Both sides, with no standing armies of consequence, put out
calls for volunteers. Fresident Lincoln heving declared
war end raised a volunteer army celled a special session
of Congress on July 4, 1861, to appropriate the necessary
money . '

This was Vallendigham's first official chance to oppose
the war. On July 10, he délivered a speech in the House
which for bold antagonism dazed the Union sentiment of the
country. In & hall racked with war sympathizers, both Con-
gressmen and spectators, Vallandigham literally took his
life in his own hands speaking as he did. The speech titled
"After Some Time Be Fast" was widely circulated both here
énd abroad. The House wés considering the Fresident's
message requesting $400,000,000 appropriation when Vallan-
digham obtained the‘floor. He attacked the President for
declaring war without the Congress's consent, raising an
army and navy, suspending the ﬂr_ip_‘of hebeas corpus, block-
ading the Southern ports, and inveding the privacy of the

telegreph. All these were Congress's powers and rights.



- 29 -
He quoted the Constitution to emrhasize his points.29

The next day on the 11th, when the Army Arpropristions
Bi1ll for 151,000,000 was being consldered, Vellarndichem
offered the following rroviso which was voted down:

FProvidesd, however, that no pert of the money

hereby appropristed shall be erployed in subju-

gating or rolding as a conquered province, any

soverelgn state now or lately one of the Unlted

Stetes; ror in abolition or interfering with

Africen Slavery in eany of the Strtes.38
Representative 'cClerrnand of Illinois quickly got the floor
axd seald:

I have heard no respectable man or set of men

say that the object of this war 1s to subjugate

the seceding stetes and hold them as corquered

provinces. I have heard no responsible authority

sey thet the object cf thls war 1s to abolish

slavery where 1t exists. It i1s all an 1llusion

in the mind of the gentleman from Chio.J1
This was the truve sentiments of the majority of Congressmen
in July of 161 who were fichting to reunite the country.
As the war rrogressed, there is no doubt that Congress be-
came more radical and bitter towards the South; the purpose
of the war did change.

Vallanrdigham wes still for the nationel government,
however, and should rot be co:sidered as a disunionist or
a Southern rebel. On the 12th, he tried to clerify hls stand
of the day before.

I am willins to vote Just as many men and just
a3 much morey as may be necessary to rrotect and

29. Congressional Globe, 37 Congress, 1 session, XXXI, 55-60
30. Ibid., P77
31. Ibld., P77
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defend the Federal Government. It would be both

treeson and madness now to disarm the Government

in the presence of an enemy of 200,000 men in the

field azainst it. But I will not vote millions

of men and money blindly. It is agailnst an ag-

gres-ive and invasive warfare thet I raise my vote

and voice. 32

On the same day, he introduced a resolution for which
he was bitterly assalled from all sides. This was that the
House should investligate and report what members of the House
were also holding military commissions. These members should
be refused their seats in accordance to the Constitution
which forbede such a practice. His resolution was tabled
by the partisan House, after one.member went so far as to
suggest that the author of the resolution, Vallandigham,
should be 1lnvestigated for his anti-war sentiments and forced
to give up his seat.’3

Continuing to oppose, to him, thls unconstitutional
war, Vallandigham on the 15th of July introduced seven re-
solutions censuring the Fresident for his recent constitu-

tlonally unwarranted actlons--increasing the size of the

army and navy, suspending the writ of habeas corpus, declaring

a blockade, although Congress had not declared war, and the

other acts which he hed spoken ageinst in his July 10th speech.34
Republican papers did not take this anti-war attitude

of Vallandigham's lying down. Editorials throughout the

North slandered.and threatened him. The Detroit Dailly Adver-

32. Ibid., pp.97-92
33. 1bid., p.92
34. Ipbid., Aprendix, p.130



tiser ren the following article in July of 1861:
The miserable traltor is beginning to receive

a foretaste of the fate which awalts him, unless

he ebandons the cause of his Southern masters or

takes up his abode with them. The Northern people

he must begin to understand wlll not always toler—-

ate such shameless traltors to the government, as

he has proved to be from the very beginning of

the rebellion. He and all other Northern spies

and traitors will wake up some morning with a rope

around thelir necks, law or no law. Loyal peoprle

in times llke these do not always stop to consult

the form of law. When the country is in danger,

they are sometimes apt to take the punishment of

those who are conspiring to destroy it, into thelr

own hands. Treasonable words they may overlook,

but treasonable acts, not always. I3

Summarizing Vallandigham's activities in the specilal
session called by Fresldent Lincoln on July 4, 1861, and
ending on Aucust 6, 1861, we find that he had both spoken
egalnst arnd rropocsed resolutions censuring the Fresident
for his emergency acts, as unwarranted infringements on
Congress's rerogatives. This does not seem to be an unreas-
onable pésition on Vallandigham's rert, when it 1s considered
President Lincoln, after nearly‘six weeks of indecilsion,
during which time the states of the Lower South had gone in
peace, suddenly called for volunteers and proclaimed a na-
tioral emergency. He had done all this without consulting
the Cdngress, which had been given under the Constitutlon
the power to declare war. Examining the rest of Vallandigham's
speeches end resolutions for the session, we can_certainly
find dilatory action but herdly action that can be termed

treasonous. Representative Vallandighem was doing his best

35. Cetroit Dally Advertiser, July 10, 1861, p.2
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to confine the wer within some sort of constitutional
bounds.

His opposition to the war stemmed from a number of rea-
sons. The wer was to him, first of all, unconstitutionsal.
Nowhere in the Constitution wes the Federal Government given
power to coerce any strte to remaln in the Union against
its will. G3Secondly, he thoucht the war could have been
averted if only the ERepublicans had been more conciliatory
in the trying deys following the election. The wer, thirdly,
seemed the most unlikely method for the United Stetes to
be reunited. Ile was as sincere a Unionist as any other member
of Congress, but believed that the long starding interdepen-
dence of the lorth and South would draw them together much
faster than eny bloody, expensive civil wer.

With the orth being defeated on all fronts in 1861,
the South decided to send two of 1ts most capable statesmen
abroad, Jonn £lidell and .ames Mason, to gain forelgn recog-
nitlon. Boarding a Brltlsh steamer at Havana, they were
heazded for the Continent, when Captain Wilkes, a Unlon naveal
ceptain intercepted them. Firing two shotls ecross the Eng-
1ish ship's bow, he forced them to give up the two to him es
prisoners. The lorth wes swept off its feet in Joy; Captain
Wilkes was the man of the hour. Doth Houses of Congress
rassed a resolution tendering the thenks of Congress to Cap-
tain Wilkes of the United OStates Navy.

All this teking place, Vallandigham introduced the



-32-
following resolution on December 15, 1851, before the 37th
Congress which hed Just convened on the 2nd of December for
its 2nd session:
Be 1t resolved, that it 1s the duty of the

Fresident to now firmnly maintaln the stand thus

teken, aprroving and edopting the act of Captain

Wilkes, in splte of any menace or demand of the

British government; and that this House pledges

its full suprort to him in urholding now the

honor and vindicating the couresgze of the Govern-

ment and people of the Unlted Stetes against a

foreign power.

On the next day a billl to provide for the building of
twenty 1ron clad steam boats was before the House. Vallandig-
ham spoke not agalnst the construction of the boats, but
the price. He tried to add a rroviso limiting the cost per:
boat to $580,000, since a navel exvert had testified this
was all each one would cost. This was not, he said, to
embarrasc the Navy Department but to hold down the mounting
expenses due to fraud. Continuing to speak against hich
expenses and war profiteering, he stated that in hls hands
was information showing that the Secretary of Navy's brother-
in-law was getting $300,000 & year in commissions for pur-
chasing boats for the Navy. The proviso was defeated .37

On December 26th, the Administration under British pres-
sure did an about face. Slidell erd Mason were handed over
to the British. Vallandigham decried the surrender; we were
giving in to the BEritish for a practice they had so often

forced upon us in our earlier history. Different members

36. Congressional Globe, 37 Congress, 2 sesslon, XiXII, 101
37. Ibld., p-123
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of the House attacked Vallandigham for his belligerent stand.
He answered one with:
My colleague declares that he does not com-

prehend how I, a peace man at hore, am now so

belligerent against England. Vell, sir, if he

cannot understand the difference between a civil

and a}gbreign war, I despalr of enlightening

him.

The mounting war debt and expenditures of this fratri-
cldal war were arpelling to Vallendigham. On every possible
occasion, he tried to bring to the country's attention the
seemingly impossibility of the whole sltuafion and the end-
less waste of money. On January 2, 1852, he introduced a
resolution which was adopted on Januery 8th. He resolved
"thet the Secretary of the Ireasﬁry be directed to report
at an early day to the House the sum total of the present
floating debt of the United States."39 He felt thet if the
voters were presented with the totai expenditures, in dollars,
they would also want peace.

In this Congressionel session Vallandigham, accused
of being the arch traitor, not only voted for a tax bill
to meet the rising war expenses but even made a speech in
favor of the joint resolution which was to railse $150,000,000
by an increase in the tariff. The bill passed by.134 yeas
to 5 nays-4o Here agzain 1t can be pointed out that though
Vallandigham was against the war, he didn't want to leave

his country unprotected and unstable in the face of Southern

invasion.

38. Ibid., p.210
39. Ibid., p.183
40. Ibido, p-349



During Vallandignam's Congressional carcer eight reti-
tlons were introduced asking for his expulsion from the House.
One of the more serious attacks was made on Februeryl9, 1862,
when Mr. Hicknan of Fennsylvanla offered the resolution:

Instructing the Committee on the Judiclary to

inquire into the truth of certaln charges of

disloyalty made in the locel columns of a Balti-

more ngwspaper agelnst C. L. Vallandigham of

Ohio.

Vallandighém ably defended himself from Representative
Hiskman's attack of generalities and lies. He called for
evidence end with none forthcoming, Vallandigham produced
the Globe, proving thet he had been misquoted and misrepre-
sented.

Another controversial issue, the emancipation issue,
ceme up in this 2nd sesslon of the 37th Congress. A bill
was introduced to emancirate all negroes in the District
of Columbla. In view of Vallandighem's past record, it 1is
not surprising'that he spoke against the abolition of slavery
in the District. Quoting a rart of his speech:

I anm oprosed to i1t for many reasons. Had I

no other one, I am orrosed to it recause I regard

all this class.of legicslation as tending to pre-

vent a restoration of the Union of these GStates

as 1t was and that i1s the granrd object to which

I look. Now, sir, there were not ten men in

the thirty-sixth Congress of the Unlted States

who would have recorded their votes in the ab-

olition of slavery in the District of Columbia.

And yet behold, todey, what is before the Con-
gress of the United States.

410 Ibido’ po879
42. Ibld., p.1647
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Vallandigham clearly saw the shift in the country's mind
concerning the objectives of the war but was powerless to
prevent 1it.

Two other bills, House Bill No. 471 and House EBEill
Lo. 472, which were discussed and voted upon during this
same session re-emphasized the North's altered attitude to-
wards the South. On May 26, 1852, the Confiscation Bill
was passed by a vote of 82 to 68. Under the provisions of
the bill, all Southerners in arms were deprived of their
properties.43 The second bill, House Bill No. 472, which
was also voted upon on the same day, provided for freeing
the slaves of all rebels engaged in or ebetting the existing
rebellion agalnst the Federal Government. Vallandigham was
able to defeat the latter bill by calling it to an early
vote--T4 yeas to 78 nays.#* He voted ageinst both bills.

Briefly glancing at the'military situation in this 1861-
62 period, we find that the Union armies in the field were
meeting with very little success. At the first major battle
of the campaign, the Battle of Bull Fun, they were routed.
The second Eattle of Bull Run in August of 1262 and Fredricks-
burg, December of 1862, which also were Southern victories,
were yét to come. DMoney was being appropriated in large
amounts to hold back these Confederate forces. Many northern
menufacturers were becoming rich over night from army and
navy contracts. Huge profits and over night fortunes were

being made.

43, Ibid., pp.2360-2351
44 . Ibid., p.2353
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On June 30, 1852, a bill was under consideration to
construct a shir canal between the Mlssissippl River and
Leke Michigan. Vallandigham spoke against the government's
present rate of expenditures of from two to four million
dollars per day and the present national debt of from seven
hundred to one thousand million dollars. The canel under
consideration was to add $10,200,000 to the neational debt.
He questloned the value of such a canal and declered he wes
against 1t.45

Looking over this 2nd session of the 37th Congress,
December 2, 1861--July 17, 1262, azain there seems to be on
Vallendigham's part little more than oprosition of the loyal
minority. There 1s no doubt that he would liked to have
seen a situatlion develop between the Unlted States and Great
Britein. He reasoned that a2 foreign war would unify the
whole country once again. Many other Americans had mulled
over some such plan; Seward, the Secretary of State, had been
one rromirent man with such i1deas. The Ferublicaens, however,
accused him of planning to hrve the lNorth defeated in a wer
fought against two foes, resulting in a free South. Teclaring
himself ageinst the mounting debdbt arnd the war proflteering
of the northern menufacturers wes not treasonous, but rather
a commendable stand for a Representative to take, even in
a Civil War. He neturally orposed such bills as the Confls-

cation Act, the Emancipation Act for the District of Columbia

45. Ibid., Appendix, pp.308-311
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and other simlilar bills which were attempting to change the
objJectives of the war.

The Democratic State Convertion met July 4, 18352, at
Columbus; with S. Medary presiding and Vallandigham, Ranney
and Thurman helping to write the platform. This document,
while insisting thet the Derocrats were the devot:d friends
of the Constitution and the Union, assalled the avrolitionists
for bringing partisanchip to the front #nd for eiding the
enemy by denouncing conservative tendencies of the Fresildent,
defaming gcnerals, and misrepresenting concservative men as
rebel sympathizers. The platform condemned the Confiscation
and Emencipation Acts as unconstitutional a:d as having a
tendency to prolong the war. If carried out they would add
to the sectional bitterness, destroy the industrial inter-
ests of a large sectlon of the country and would engulf the
free states, Ohlio 1n particular, with free negroes. Illegal
errests cf citizens for political offenses were also denounced
es flagrant violations of the Conctitutlion. It attacked
the infringements on freedom of speech and press, the escen-
tlal bulwarks of civil liberties; and the whole dogma that
in time of war the Constitution 1is suspended.45

At the 2rd District Conve=ntlon, Vallandigham was by
popular acclalm norlnated as the Democratic candidate for
his 0ld seat. 1In accepting the nomination, Vellendigham

selid:

46. EZugene H. Roseboom, The Civil ¥Wer Era 1850-73, Carl
Wittke, ed., History of the State of Ohlo (Columbus,

1944) , 1v, 400 - _
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"I know indeed, that the District in which I

have been threec times honored with an election,

has been changed by a 'no party' partisan legis-

lature, and made heavlily Eepubllican, for the

purpose of preventing the return of a Cemocrat;

and that at the election last feall, the countles

which now compose this District, gave the Iepubli-

can or Fuslon candidate for Governor a very large

ma jority.

At your demend, therefore, men of the Third

District, I accept the nomination, and present

mysslf to the peorle for their suffrages, upon

no othsr rlatform then Thﬁ Constitution As It Is

and 1he Union As It was."47
The stete leglslature had added warren County, which had a
two thousend Ferublican majority in the last electlon, to
the 3rd District.

Vallandicham campalgned hils district assailing the Ad-
ministretion for not okeying the Constitution and for abolition
despot sm; he preasched northwestern sectio:alism and made
no atternpt to disgulse his anti-war sentliments. The Kepubli-
cans chose as hls opponent a War Pemocrat, the Unlon General
Robert T. Schenck, of Dayton. The Democratic Cincinnati
Enquirer offered as a slocan, "The Conctitution as it 1is, the
Union as 1t was and the Negroes where they ere."48

The Republlican stzte legislature's gerrymander, however,
proved to be successful. The addition of the ERepublican
county of Werren to the 3rd Tistrict did cause his defeat,
for although Vallazndizham had carried his old district by
700 votes, twice the majority he had ever receilved before,

he wes defeated by 800 votes.#9 The fact that he did carry

47 . Wood Gray, The Hidden Civil War, p.lO4
48. Fugene H. Roseboom, The Civil War Era 1850-73, p.402
49. J. 1. vallandigham, Life of C. L. Vallandigham, p.216
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his 0ld district and constituents was a high personal victory.
For two years every Administration end Abolition paper had
denounced, insuvlted, and abused him, yet the people he had
represented thought he was still the man they should send
back to Washington.

On a national basis and in the rest of Ohio, the election
of 1862 was a clear-cut Democratic sweep. Fourteen out of
the nineteen Chio Represéntative seats 1n Congress went to
Pemocrats. It might be zdded here thet thls wes the first
Democratic victory in Ohio since 1853. The Democrats also
carried the states of New York, Iennsylvénia; Indisna and
the Fresident's own Illinols, where the people‘elected eleven
Democrats to ihree Républicans for Congress. In lew York
a Democratic Governor wzas elected, Governor Seymour. The
Administration's majority in the national House of Represen-
tatives was cut to a mere 20 votes.

The LCemocretic sweep was not altogether a repudiation
of the war as several War Democrats were elected. It wes
also o vote of lack of confiderce in the national Adminis-
tretion, indignatlon over arbitrery arrests and the high
handed methods used by the government. Frobably ore of the
most influential factors for the Democratic swing was the
preliminary Emanciretion Froclemation of September 22, 1852.
The war was no lonrer one to maintain the Union but was to
free the negroes. any people, too, were tired of the seem-

ingly endless wer. The whole temper of the country had lndeed
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changed. The word peace was no longer treasonous. If there
was a leader of the entire Democratic Farty in the fall of
11862, that man was Vallandigham. He alone of all the Demo-
cratic publlic figures hed favored peeace from the very begin-
ning.

The Republlicans of the state ard nation were universally
glad that et least one of their election plans had not mis-
fired and Vallandirshem would soon be out of Congress. The
Iepublican Cleveland Leader ran the following erticle: "Let
us rejoice...for one thing...that Vallendigham will no longer
prollute the nationael Caplitol, and that Ohio will not have
to own such a traitor!...He hes been defeated by a mejority
of 806."50 '

After the election Vallandicham returned determinedly
to Congress for his last session. He intended to make one
last attempt to try to bring the war to an end. A defeated
candidate, at the end of the session, he would leave public
office and possibly the public's eye. This was his last
chaﬁce to eprezl to the country's sanlty. The election re-
sults of 1852, a substantial Democratic victory in mocst stetes,
he took as a command to his Feace Democrats to end the war.
On December 1, 1862, he introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, that the Committee on the Judiclary
be instructed to ingquire and report to the House,
at an early date, by what authority of Constitu-

tion ard law, if any, the Fostmaster General under-
tekes to decide what newspaper may, and whet shall

50. Annels of Cleveland, XLV, p.531
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not be transmitted through the malls of the
United States.5l

This resolution was accepted and adopted by the House.

Using the same tactics, on the 5th of Lecember, 1862,
Vallandigham offered a number of resolutions to the House,
which were very prorhetic of what wes to'come. Vallandigcham
had an uncanny sense of forseeing in what directlon the radi-
cal Republicans would turn next.

Resolved, that the urharpry Civil VWar in which
we are engaced was waged in the beginning, pro-
fessedly, not in any spirit of oppression or for
eny purrose of overthrowing or interfering with
the rights or established institutlions of those
States, but to defend and maintaln the supremacy
of the Constltution and to preserve the Unlon
with all the dignity, equity and ri~hts of the
severel states unimpaired, and was so understood
and accepted by the people and especially by the
Army and Ravy of the United Ctates; and that
therefore whoever shell prevent, or attempt to
prevent, the same to a war of conguest and sub-
Jugation, or for the overthrowing or interfering
with the rights or established institutions of
any of the iStates end to ebolish slavery therein,
or for the rurpose of destroying or impeiring the
dignity, equality or rights of any of the 3States,
wlll be gullty of a flagrant breach of public
faith end of a high crime against the Constitution
and the Unlon.

Resolved, that whoever shell prorose by Federal
authority to extingulsh any of the States of this
Unlon or to declare any of them extingulshed and
to establish territoriel governments within the
same, will be guilty of a hish crime against the
Constitution and the Union.5

The House voted on and tabled these resolutions by a vote
of 79 yeas, all Fepublicans, to 50 nays, all Democrats and

Constitutional Union men.

51. Congressional Globe, 37 Congress, 3 session, XXXIII, 2-3
52. Ibid., p.15
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Continuing in his efforts to terminate the war, which

arpeared to him so useless, he introduced a resolution termed

"The Festoration of Feace" on the 22nd of Lecember. Since
both the Congress and the-country wanted peace, 1t called

upon the House to take immediazte steprs to cease the war and

settle peaceably the controversies that had sterted the war .53

Certainly Vallandichem's most anti-war speech in Congress

and possihly the most outspéken sreech against the VWar given
during the whole Civil Var was on January 14, 18563. Titled
"The Constitution--Feace--Ruin," it lasted for en hour and
a half. He declared that the entire war had been a costly
fallure. It was both blocdy arnd expencsive. Moreover, 1t
was no longer a war to maintein the Union, but one to free
the negroes. The lNorth had tried in valn for two years to
subdue ten million rebels. Only by stopring the fichting
and declaring an armistice could the country ever hope to
reunite. All gquestions of coatroversy, he felt, should be
settled peaceably under the terms of the old Constitution.
Feece, custom, trade anéd other o214 ties would ezeln cenernt
the United States as one .54

The I'oston Eerald reporting on the speech said:

"His method of-speaking 1s very attractive. Added

to his fire appeerancy of person he has a good

volce and gestures and always speeks without notes.

Today he was bold and brilliant and, while hls views

may be regarded asz 'words of brilliant and polsoned'

treason, 1t 1s universally edmitted to have been a
most eable speech from that standpoint."55

53. Ibid., p.155
54. Ibid., Appendix, pp.52-60

55. We H. Van Fossan, '"Clement I . Vallandighem," Chlo Archae-

257
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Vellandighem agaln asserted his true western sectlon-
allstic sentiments in February when House Bill Number 718
wes brought ur before the House for debate. The bill rro-
vided for the constructlion of a shlp canal for the passage
of armed and naval vessels from the Mississipri to lLake
Michigan and for the enlergement of the locks of the Erie
Canal, and the Oswego Canal in New York. Vallandighem had
spoken against the original bill 1n the previous session,
but now at a cost of thirty more million dollars the committee
it had been referred to had incorporated into the original
bill the widening of the Erie Canal locks feature.56
‘ Ohio's leading Democrat attacked the new features ard
expenses of the bill.

Sir, thls bill strikes a deadlier blow at the
interests of eight states and five of the princi-

pal cities of this Union, than any measure ever

before proposed in Congress. It 1s a proposition

to take away the entire trade and e large part

of the travel of the liississirri and thet vast

country beyond 1t; and to divert that trade and

that portion of travel in the direction of one

single State and for the benefit of one city

alone--both already bloated with prosperity. It

proposes to strilke dowvn the material interests

of the cities of St. Iouils, Cincinnati, Fittsburg,

Baltimore and Thiladelrhia, for the benefit of

iew York.57
The rest of the xiddle VWest contingent in Congress, except
Il1linols which would galn a great deal 1f the canal was con-
structed, took & view similar to Vallendigham's and orposed

the bill. They felt that their natural outlet was the Mis-

56. Congrescional Globe, 37 Congress, 3 session, XXXIII, 806
5T7. lbldo, p-812
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sissipri River. They wanted to see this trede route restored,
rather then have a new one developed.

In the late days of the 37th Congress, two b»ills of real
importance came up before the House for debate and passage.
Both of these bills had passed'the Fouse on a previous occa-
sion and were belng returned from the senete with their
amendments. The first bill was the Idemnificatlion RBill titled,
"A bill to infemnify the Fresident and other persons for
éuspending the privilege of the writ of habeas corrus, end
acts in pursuarnce thcreof."58 It hed originally passed through
the House with no debete. -The'Republicans hed hoped a:id
planned to have it come to é vote agaln without debate.

They weie thwarted, howcver, by Vallandigham and Vorhees,
through whose efforts the bill was brought to a dehate.

Both men spoke very ably arainst this bill which would ab-
solve the Fresident and all other civil and military officers
of tue Unlted States of auny sults, criminal or civil, arising
from thelr actlions in the retellion. LFevresentative Vorhees
pointed out thet Constitutionally protected individuel rizhts
had 'een infrivged upon ir a number of ways--freedom of
speech had been surpressed, houses had been forcibly entered,
papers had been searched, their had been arrests wilthout

due process of law. Congress was teking away fror those
people that had suffered these infringements the right of

redress .o9

58, 1Ibid., p.1056
59. Ibid., p.1052
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The second bill was the Conscription Act. In its final
form it gave to the Fresidcnt the vower to call into militery
service every man between the ages of twenty and forty-five
wlith no excertions on account of color. This bill had rassed
the Senate a2t midnight, when neither Democrrts nor Conser-
vatives were present to oppose it or vote against it. The
Chelirmen of Military Affalrs in the House announced his in-
tentions that the bill should be passed without debate.
Vallandigham, ¥endleton, Vorhees and a few others through
sx111ful mensgement brouscht the majority to agree to discucs
the Act. This minority was able to lessen the force of the
bill in one instance at least. The provost marshells, who
were glven strong vowers under tne bill, hed to hand their
prisoners over to civil authorities.

Vallandizham didn't debate on the merits of the blll;
1ts pessage was a foregone conclusion. His speech was an
arpeal to the people, the voters. The bill, he felt, was
unconstitutional and a threat to every free man. The Fresi-
dent had galned through successive acts of Congress the power
of a real despot. The necessity of such a bill in itself
showed that the reople did not support the war or 1ts pur-
poses-60 The bill, as the minority had expected, passed the
House on February 25, 1853, by a vote of 115 yeas to 48 nays.61

Obtaining the floor, on February 28, 1863, Vallandighem

made his last address 1n the House. EHe spoke in defense of

50. Ibid., Arpendix, pp.172-177
61. Ibid., p-.1293
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himself. The three amendments, which he hz2d presented in
the hectic days of 1851, had since been used as politicel
fodder against him and his followers. In printing them,
however, the Republican newspapers had omitted the preamble,
which 1like all rreambles, interpreted the meaning of the
resolutions and rolnted out the objectives. He wished to
correct these mlsrerresentetions by reading the preamble in

the House as 1t was rrinted in the Congressional Globe of

18561. He was permitted to do so. The preamble steted that
" the purprose of the amendments was not to dismember the country
into four distinct sections, but to save the Union. His plen
wes to reconstruct the Unlon under the exlsting Constitution
and government. Certein scemingly insolvable problems had
arisen; his suggestlons were only an attempt to work out e
possible solution.52

The same blts of evidence are rresent,as before, when
glancing over Vallandigham's record in his last session of
Congress. This 37th Congréss had convened on December 1,
1852, for its 3rd session and adjourned on March 3, 1863.
Vallandigham hed continued to try and keep the war within
some Constitutional bounds. His resolutions of December 5th
clearly showed that plans for tke harsh and eruel Reconstruc-
tion Feriod were alreedy being mede by the Redicel Republi-
cans. As a western sectionalist, he svoke out egainst the

ship canal bill which would divert the VWest's trade to the

62 . Ibid oy pp 01402- 1404
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Eest; the Mississipprl River, not trhe Erie Canal, was the
West's natural outlet. Vallendizham's opposition to both
the Indemnification end Conscriprtion Eillls was consistent
with his past record. Anyone who truly belelved in a strict
construction to the Constitutlion and advocated the doctrine
of state rights necessarilj had to oppose these two Rills.
Too often, orposition to the War and the Administretion for
this perlod was considered treasonous. There was no middle
ground, elther one supvorted the War wholeheartedly or he

was consildered a Southern rebel or worse.



CHAFTER IV
ARREZT, TRIAL AND EXILE

Vallandigham, before returning home when Congress
adjourned on March 3, 1263, mede a short speaking tour of
the East. After speakling in New Jersey and at New York City,
he proceeded to Albany to confer with Governor Seymour.

The two leaders of the Democretic Yarty in their respective
sectlions of the countrymconfined thelr discussion to two
general toprlcs--the i1mmediate issues of emancipation, con-

scription ard the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus:;

and the more general problem of formirng e policy common to
both Democratic sectlons of the country, so that the Democrats
could put up a united front against Fresident Lincoln's re-
sorts to devices beyond the Constitution. This discussion
lasted for severesl days.53 On Merch 13th he arrived et Dayton,
where a large crowd cordially greeted him.

His Congressional career finished for the time being,
Vellandigham, having announced in January his intention of
running for governor, began to campaien for the Democretic
nomination in the coming election. A new opponent to be
reckoned with was General Ambrose E. Burnside, Commander of
The Departrent of the Ohlo, which included the states of
Ohio, Indiana, Illinols eand Kentucky. Generel BEurnside had
Just recently been relieved of his Command as Generel of the

Grend Army of the rotomac. He wes thus a disgruntled man

63. George F. Milton, Abrzhem Lincoln and the Fifth Column
(New York, 1042), T -159
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who felt that he had a score to settle with somebody. The
lower Middle vest had long been noted for its anti-war and
anti-administration sentirents. The General meant to stamp
out all such sentiment in his Department and intended to
start by using Vallendichem as an example. He issued General
Order No. 38, which later became so well-known. It concluded
with:

"All persons found within our lines who commit

acts for the benefit of the enemies of our country

will be tried as spiles or treitors and, if con-

victed, will suffer dezth. The hebit of declaring

synpethy for the enemy wlll not be allowed in this

department. Persons committing such offenses will

be at once arrested with a view to belng triled as

above stated or sent beyond our lines into the lines

of their friends. It must be dlstinctly understood

thet treason, expressed or 1mp%&ed, will not be

tolerated in this department.”

Nevertheless, Vallandighem wert ahead with his decision
to run for governor and "stumped" the state. Tesldes General
Order lio. 38, General Bufnside had issued Crder lio. 15 ard
Crder 'o. 9. Order lo. 15 prohitited the people to keep
and bear arms, while Order o. Q prohibited any criticlsm
wnatsoever of the civil or military policies of the Adminls-
tration.55 Vaellandigham was fully aware of these dictatorial
edicts and during his speeches attacked them cud thelr author
unmercifully declering that he knew of only one true generel
order, that wes Generel Order Xo. 1, the Constltution.

The high point of his speaking tour wacs at Mt. Vernon,

Knox County, where the Democrats had plenned a huge meeting.

64. John G. Nicolay and John Hay, Abrahem Lincoln (New York,
1017), VII, 328-329
65. George F. Milton, Abraham Lincoln, p.162
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Here, on May 1lst, Vallandigham spoke before 15,000 listeners
for two hours. He was followed by Fepresentatives Cox and
Fendleton who also spoke from the seme platform. All three
speakers sroke agalnczt the Administration, the War and Gen-
eral Burnslde's General Orders. Unknown to the speakers,
in the audience were two of Genersl Purnside's officers,
dregsed in clvlllen clothes, who took notes on Vaellandigham's
speech. They haed been sent esreclally to trep Vallandiczham,
because when he flnlcshed speaking they left without listening
to the other spezkers.

It was only four days later that Vallandicham was seized
in the middle of the night from his home. On the morning
of May 5th at half-past-two, 2 bend of Federzl troops broke
into Vallandigham's house and tcok him captive. The capture
had been well plaﬁned, for the train that brought the soldiers
from Cinclnnatl was only in the Dayton station a half en
hour when 1t pulled out.with the prisoner aboard.56

Throughout the Xorth, the Democrats and other bellevers
in civil liberties met this erbitrery action with oprosition
a:.d denounciation. Democrats and Democratic rapers were
outspoken in surport of Vallandigham; even some of the most
pro-war pepers jJjoilned in the ettack. At Dayton, e riot followed
the next night &t which time the Republican Dayton Journal
was burned out. Federal troops had to be called in to restore

reace and order. At tihls polint in his cereer, Vallandigham

66. J. L. Vallandigham, Life of C. L. Vallendigkem, p.258
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probably had more surrort for himself than at any other time.
The unco:stitutional activities of the Administration which

he had so long spoken agalnst, had rescched out and ensnared

him.
Vallandigham remained cool and collected throughout
the proceedlngs and on the same day as the arrest, May 5th,

smuggled out a statement addressed "To the Democracy of Ohio"
\

which was widely published. It read in part:

"I am here in a military bastille for no other
offense than my rolitical oplnions and the defense
of them, and of the rights of the people, and of
your constitutional liberties. fpeeches made in
the hearing of thousands of you in denunciation
of the usurration of power, infractlons of the
Constitution and laws, and of military despotism
were the sole cause of my arrest and imprisonment.
I am a Democrat--for Constitution, for law, for
the Union, for liberty--this 1s my only crime...
Meenwhile, Democrats of Ohlo, of the Lorthwest,
of the United States, be firm, be true to your
princirles, to the Constitution, to the Union,
and all will yet be well. As for myself, I adhere
to every prrincirle, and will make good through
imprisonment and 1life itself every pledge and dec-
laration which I have ever made, uttered or mainteined
from the beginning."67

On the next day he Qas brought before e militery tribunal
in Cincinnati, which made the following "Charge" against him:

"Fublicly expressing, in violation of General
Order No. 38, from headquarters, Depesrtment of
the Ohio, his sympathies for those 1n arms
against the government of the United Stetes,
declaring disloyal sentiments and opinions, with
the object and purvose of weakening the power of
the Government in %gs efforts to suppress an un-
lewful rebellion.”

Vallandigham refused to recognize the richt of such a group

67. John G. Nicolay and John Hey, Abrahem Lincoln, VII, 332
68. Eugene H. Roseboom, [he Civil War Era 1£50-73, p.413
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to put him on trial. He declzred thet he was not a soldier
and, therefore, under the protection of the Constitution
and was to be tried only in e civil court. He maintzined
that under the Constitution he was gullty of no known crime
in apprealing to the people to replace the present Administra-
tion by the use cf the ballot box.

It should be mentioned here thet Vallandlzham hed a
strong case and hils stand was later upheld by the Supreme
Court of the United States in the famous case of Ex parte
¥1llican. This case was comparable to Vallandigham's and
the court ruled that a militery tribunal did not have any
Jurisdiction in territory not actually being fought over
and where the civlil courts were still in operation. The
case, however, was cdeclded after the fighting had storped,
when war passions had cooled.89

The trial lasted only for two days. Vallandlsham was
found guilty of the Charge and was sentenced to close con-
finement in Fort VWarren at Foston Harbor for the cduration
of the war.70 Ee then arplied, through his attorney, George
E. Fugh, to Judge Humphrey H. Leavitt of the Federal cilrcult

court for a writ of habeas corpus to secure his relesse from

an unlawful inprisonment.
The judge's course of action was rather irregular. Ile
took the stand that he might refuse the writ if he was satis-

fied that the petitioner would not be dlscharged after a

69. Eugene H. Foseboom and Francis F. Welsenburger, A History
of Ohio (New York, 1934), p.281
70. Eugene H. Roseboom, The Civil Wer LEra 1£50-73, p.413
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hearing. He, thercfore, notified General Furnside of the
application and allowed him to make a statement. The usual
proceedure would have been to issue the writ es "of right"
and let the Generszl's statement eppear efterwards. Burnside
Justified his actioh on the grounds that the country was in

a "state of civil war,” that in such a tlme great responsi-

bility rests on public men not to "use license end plead

thet they ore exercising liverty,"

and that his duty reguired
him to stop intemrerate discussioﬁs which tended to weaken

the army. Judge Leavitt after this stete ent refused the
writ saylng that the arrest was legal and secord, that though
1t had been 1llegal 1t was "morally certain that the writ
would not be obeyed" and, therefore, ought not to be 1ssued.Tl

Lawyer Fush cafried the case to the 3upreme Court on

a motion for certiorari to review the sentence of the military

commission. Fugh argued that a military commission has but

& speclal and 1limited Jurlsdiction which does not extend

to the trilel of a citizen unconnected wilith the land or naval
forces. The charcge on which the prisoner was tried was un-
known to the law, he contended, and the sentence was 1n excess
of Jurisdiction. General Burnslde had no authority to enlarge
the Jurisdiction of a militery commisslion, end as a renedy

for such unwarranted excess of authority, the Supreme Couvrt

of the Unltcd Stetes hed the power to issue a writ of cer-

tioreri. The court, -owever, in February of 1854 decided

that they nad no juriséiction in the case.T2

Tl. J. G. Randell, Constitutional Froblems Under Lincoln
(New York, 1925), p.178
72 . Ibid. s D 0179
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Fresident Ilncoln disclaimed any knowledge of the arrest
until it was over. He cnd his cabinet, however, while having
to support through necessity Turnside's action, reslized
the roliticel consequences of keeping Vallardicham a prisoner
inslde the country. The Iresident, thnerefore, altered the
sentence and sent an drder to the CGenerel to put the prisoner
across the Northein lines irto a Southern exile.73 Even in
the face of tils order from the Fresident, General RPurnside
hesiteted. The General nhad taken a "personel" interest in
the Vallaendli-hem cese and wrote back‘to lWiashington suggesting
thet the wiser course was his choice--imprisonment.74 Va sh-
ington wired back that he should immediately carry out the
Fresident's order.7d

In New York, where there were many suprorters of Vall-
andighem's peace plans, indignation meetings were held de-
rouncing the Administraztion's rash act. Governor Seymour
with whom Vallandlicham hed 50 recently conferred came to
the defense of his fellow Lemocrat. On Mey 15th, he blasted
the Republican Administration.

"It is an act which hes brought dishonor ugron our

country; 1t 1s full of danger to our rersons erd

to our homes; 1t beers upon 1ts front a conscious

violation of law eand justice...The trensaction in-

volved a serles of offenses agalnst our most sacred
rights. It interfered with the freedom of speech;

it violzted our rirhts to be secure in our homes

egainst unreasoneble seerches eand slezures; 1t pro-
nounced sentence without a trial, save one which

73. George F. Milton, Abrahem lincoln, p.1l71

74 . The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies (Washington,
1502), Series II, V, 545-566

T5. Ibido, P 0666
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was mockery--which insulted as well as wronged...

If this proceeding 1s arrroved by the Government

and senctioned by the people, 1t 1s not verely

a step toward revolution--1it 1s revolution; it

will not only lead to military despotism--1t es-

tablished military despotism...If it 1s upheld

our liberties are overthrown...The action of the

Adrninistration will determine, in the minds of

more than helf of the reople of the loyal States,

whether this war 1s wayed to put down rebellion

at the South, or to destroy free institutions at

the North. Wwe look for its cdeclsion with most

solemn solicitude."7
After the Governor spoke, the gathering adopted a number of
resolutions addressed to the Fresident protesting Vallendigham's
arrest, trisl and sentence.

Vallandigham, mcanwhile, on the 22nd of May was put
aboard a steamer and taken to General Rosencrans's camp in
Tennessee. Ilere under a flag of truce he was delivered to the
South's General Bregg on the 25th of May. The Federal Offi-
cers who handed him over to a Confederate soldier heard him
say, "I am a clitizen of Ohio, and of the United States. I
em here wlthin your lilnes by force, end agalinst my will. -
1, therefore, surrender myself to you as a prisoner of war."77

Southerners accepted Vallandighem's presence with varied
opinions. Some Southerners wanted to accept him es a friend;
others considered him an enemy who out to be sent back into
the liorth. A Southern newspaper, the Chattenooga Eebel, was
in favor of the latter move and advised Vallandigham's imme-
diate return. They ran the following editorial declaring
thelr sentiments: g
"What shell we do with him? Send him back by all

means. It is our duty to our own honor to do so.
It 1s charity to him. And why so? There are

6. John G- Nicolay and John Hay, Abraham lLincoln, VII, 341-342
77+ Emilius O. RKandall ard Daniel J. Ryan, History of Ohio
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a hundred reasons. In the first place, Vall-

andlghem is ot our friend, nor an alien enemy

of the North. He has never declared for us.

On the contrary, he 1s one of the most danger-

ous of all the men of the North, for had his

estute policy prevailed, we wculd to-day find

ourselves in a more deprlorable situation than

it 1s possible to concelve. Vallardigham 1is

a Unicnist, an honest Unionist, an able Unionist;

he 18 a gentlemen of breeding and a men of

heart. God knows we sympathize with him in his

troubles...But in deciding uron his case in our

mind, we sce simply the great champlion of the

Democracy of the Northwest, late member of the

Congress of the United States, and at prresent

candidate for Governor of Chio."T78

Generel Bragg, to whom Vallandichem hed been delivered,
was confronted with an unprecedented case. After thinking
the matter over, he decided to issue Valla:digham a passport
which stated, "Mr. Vallandigham, the bearer, a citizen of
the Stcte of Ohio i1s permitted to pass as any citizen of the
Confederscy within the limits of this Department."79 When
Kichmond had been notified of Vallandighem's stetus, they
counterranded General Bragg's decision. James Seddon, the
Confederate fecretary of waf, telegraphed Bragg to keep the
"exile" under strict guard as an alien enemy .80

Vallandicham hed announced to General Tragg on his
arrival that he wished to make his way to Canada. The General
relayed this wish on to Richmond, where 1t was declded to
permit the "prisoner" to leave the South. Ee was allowed
to move under guard from General Bregg's headquarters to

Wilmington, North Carolina. Here, on June 17, he boarded

78. J. L. Vallandigham, Lif
79. Official Records of the

800 Ibido, p-9 3

_i C. L. Vallerdighsm, p.395
.ebe llion, Series 1I, V, 958
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a blockade runner for Bermuda where he stayed for ten days
only walting for rassage to Caneda.

On July 5, 18563, Clement L. Vallandigham, the lorthern
exlle, arrived at Halifex. From the day of his errival until
he left, Vallerdicham wes given all the resrects of a visiting
dienitary. Everywhere he went the Canadlans honored and
praised him. On his trip from Quebec to Niaegara Falls, the
Meneging Director of the Grand Trunk Railroad rrovided Vall-
andigham with his rrivate car. 'By the 15th, Vallandigham

haed arrived at the Clifton House ir Nieagare Falls, Ontario.S8l

81. Whitelaw Reild, Chio in the War ( Columbus, 1393), I, 154



CHAPTER V
THE GUEERNATOFIAL EIECTION CF 1863

Meanwhlle, back in the North, Vallandigham's arrest
continued to cause mary repercussions. On June 17, 1863,
nearly one hundred thousand Vallandighem anti-war Lemocrats
met in Springfield, Illinois--Fresident Lincoln's home town.
The gathering, after‘denouncing Vallendigham's arrest and
mistreatnent by the Admninistration, settled upon a resolu-
tion which Vallandighem could not have written better himself.
It reed:

"Resolved that the further offensive prosecu-

tion of the war tends to subvert the Constituticn

and the government, and entails upon the nation

all the disasterous consequences of misrule and

anarchy; that we are in favor of peace upon the

baslis of the restoretion of the Union, and for

the accomplishmert of which we propose a national

convention be settled upon terms of peace, which

shall, have 1in view the restoration of the Union

as 1t wes, end securing by constitutional amend-

ments such rights to the several states and tge

people thereof as honor and justice demands."82

Vallandighem's old "friend," General Burnside, wes con-
tinuing on his tyrannicai rath. Ee 1ssued a further order,
Genersl Order No. £4, on July lst, wkich prrohibited the
circulation of the Mew York wWorld in his Department and the
surrression of the Chicarso Times .83 The reople of Chicego
were up 1n arms &rd petitiobed the Fresident, who ordered
Purnside to revoke this latest edict. A few days later the

General received a further reprimand from Cecretery of VWar

82. James A. logen, The Great Conspirecy (Kew York, 1885),

p.-558n , ‘ _
83. J. G. Randall, Constitutional Problems, p.493
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Stanton. The Secretary stated in a letter that while military
movements were to be left to his judgement, upon administrae-
tive questions, such as the arrest of civillans and the
suppressisn of newspapcrs not requiring immediete action,
the Fresident desired to be previously consulted .84 This order
in itself points out that the overzealous Genesral hed acted
too rashly in ordering Vallardighan's arrest. The Adminis-
tration reselized that injustice had been done. They, howsver,
did nothing to readminlster justice and rermit Vallandigham
to return home.

More immediate ard personal to Vellandigham was the
Democratic State Converntion held on June 11, 1853, at Columbus,
with more than 50,000 people in attendance. All oprosition
to Vallandigham's candidacy for governor had vaniched by
the time of trhe convention cnd he was chosen to run by an
overwhelming vote of 411 to 13.85 George Fuch was called
upon to give an acceptance sveech for the absert candidate.
This he did in a sreech meny times more contemptuous and
redical than the one Vellandigham had been arrested for
gilving a2t Mt. Vernon. In part he sald:

"I can dle but once ard 1t matters 11ttle whether

it be in battle or by a mock trial of & sham

militery commission--let the debt be gloriously

paid in defense of liberty. I scorn your Order

No. 38. I spurn, I execrate, I trample under

foot the orders of any militery officer defining

treason and prescribing liberty. Come what will,

come imprisonment, exile, st§%pes, herd labor,
death, I defy Order No. 38."

84. Ibid., p.495

85. Eugene H. Roseboom, The Civil War Era 1850-73, p.415

86. George H. Forter, Ohio Politics During the Civil War
Period (Columbia University, 1911), p.171
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For his stirring spe:ch, Fugh won the Lieutenant-Governor's
nomination.

The delegates, hsving celected the Farty's candidates,
left the writing of the platform in the hands of tke Farty
leaders--Thurman, Fendleton, Ranney aud Fugh. They wrote a
middle-of-the-road platform, hoping to arpeal to both the
moderete and more liberal branches of the Party. while Vall-
andigham's peace plsn was not written irto the platform,
it was declared that the Democrats of Ohio "would hail with
Fleasure and delight any marnifestation of a desire on the
part of the seceded States to return to their alleglance to
the Government of the Union" and in such a case would '"cor-
dially and eernestly cooperéte with them in the restoretion
of peace and the procure-ent of such proper guerantees as
would give security to all their interests and rights." A
convention would then be celled to prorose such amendments
to the Constitution "as experience has proved to be necessary
to maintain that 1nsirument in the spirit and meening intended
by the fathers."87

The platform also declsred itself agalnst the arblitrary
actions of the Administretion--martiel law, emancipation and
conscription. The Cemocratic Farty was declared a lawful
minority party with the protection of her rights under the
Constitution. ©She had every right to oppose thé present
Administration and ask the people to rerlace it by means of
the ballot box. The arrest, trial and sentence of Vallendigham

87. George H. Forter, Chio Folitics, pp.172-173
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were denounced as flagrarnt violations of his civil liberties.
Four sectlons of the Constitution were quoted showling where
he hed been unjustly treated. Slnce at the time of his
arrest, Vallandigham was a prominent candidate for the Demo-
cretic nomiration for Governor, 1t was essserted "that tre
Democratic party was fully competent to decide whether he
was a fit man for thet nomination, and thet the attempt to
deprive them of that right...was an unmerited imputation
on their intelligence and loyalty as well as a violation
of the Constitution." The President was called upon to re-
consider the case and return Vallandigham to his home. A
delegation, composed of one man from each Congressional dis-
trict, was to go to Washington to personally appeal to the
Fresident. Governor Tod was attacked for falling to protect
a citizen of the Staté, while Governor Seymour wes cordielly
thanked for his timely Support. Finally, it asserted that
those who were representing the Démocratic Farty as wanting
in surport of the soldier on the battle field were denounced
as libelers and slanderers.88

A 1little extremist group headed by ¥Williem H. Cory of
Cincinnati attended the converntion. They presented the minor-
ity report, a series of resolutions that had been previously
adopted at the Madison County Convention. These resolutlons
rroposed to recognize the separetion of the North and South

as final, because trke North had feiled both by arms and by

88- Ibido, p0173
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arguments to reunite the country, and because the South was
determined to separate from the Union at all costs.89

The Ohio Democrats, under the instructions of their
party platform; selected an official delegation to be sent
to Washington to confer with the President on the revocation
of Vallandigham's banishment. Before going on to Washington,
they drafted an-elaborate letter bringing to attention the
many wrongs that needed to be corrected. This letter was
circulated throughout the state and signed‘by all the pro-
minent Democrats. Iresident Lincoln met the delegation on
June 25th, this beiﬁg the second such body to confer with
him over the Vallandighem case. New York had earlier sent
a delegation in protest. The Chio group argued with the

President:

"Mr. Vallandigham may differ with the President,
end even with some c¢f his own political party, as
to the true and most effectual means of maintaining
the Constitution and restoring the Union; but this
difference does not prove him to be unfaithful to
his dutlies as an American citizen. If a man, devot-
edly attached to the Constitution and the Union,
consclilentiously belelves that, from the inherent
nature of the Federal compact, the war in the pre-
sent condition of things in thls country, cannot
be used as a meens of restoring the Union; or that
e war to subjugete a prart of the States, or a war
to revolutionize the soclal system in a pert of the
Stetes could not restore, but would inevitably re-
sult in the final destruction of, both the Consti-
tution and the Union, 1s he not to be allowed the
right of an American citizen to apreal to the Judge-
ment of the people for a chenge of policy by the
constitutional remedy of the ballot box.

89. Ibid., pp.173-174
90. Horace Greeley, The American Conflict (Hartford 1877),

11, 493-494
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The President hed 1n answering the New York delegation
tried to Justify himself on constitutional grounds. 1In an-
swering the Chio delegestion, however, he did not confine
himself to such limitations. He made an offer to release
Vallendighem 1f the committee or a majority of them would
endorse three propositions. These were, in brief, a recog-
nition of the existence of the rebellion ard the constitu~
tionality of the use of the army and nevy to suppress it,

a rledge to do nothing to lessen the efficlency of the use
of the army and navy, and a further promise to do everything
possible to have the soldiers properly provided for and sup-
ported.91 The commlttee rejected the Fresident's propositions
as In the nature of a bargein reflecting upon thelr own
sincerity and fidellity as citizens, ard as an evasion of

the grave questlons at 1ssue.92 The Fresident in bargalning
in such an unprecederted manner agein showed how weak the
government's case against Vallandicham was and just how
strong the Presidentlal powers hsd grown in two short years.
Fresidential whim was proving to be the difference between

a man's 1life or his death.

The Unionists, hard rressed for a candidate, held their
convention at Columbus on June 17th with Lewis D. Campbell,
Vallandighem's 0ld political opponent, presiding as temporary
chezlrman. They overlooked Governor Tod who had made a number

of politicai enemies and blunders during his term of office

¢l. Ibid., pp-494~-495
92. John G. Nicolay and John Hay, Abraham Lincoln, VII, 354
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and choce a popular War Cemocrat, John Brough, as their
candidate. The vote was 215 for Brough to Tod's 193.93
Brough, president of the Zellefontaine Line, a railroad from
Indianapolls to Cleveland, h-d not been active in politics
since the 1840's. He wes a powerful and bold speaker, a
worthy opponent to the exiled Vallandighem.

The exlile, in the meanwhile, had errived in Canada and
set up heedgquerters at the Clifton House in Niagara Fells,
Ontarlo. On the same day as hls arrival here, July 15th,
he 1ssued an address accepting the gubernatorial nomination.
Eis nomination, he declared, was without a doubt "an act
of courage worthy of the herolc ages of the world; 1t was
a spectacle and a rebuke to the usurping tyrants who, having
broken up the Union, would now strike down the Constitution,
subvert your present government and establish e formal and
proclaimed despotism in its stead. You are the restorers
and defenders of constltutlional liberty and by that proud
title history willl salute you."94 He congratulated the Party
on its nomination of George Puéh for Lisutenant-Governor.

The issues to be settled in the coming electlion, he
contended, were to be free spreech, a free press, free assem-
blages of the people and a free bellot. If "military neces-
sity" wes the pretext for all the Administration's acts ard

claims to arblitrary power, then he warned his fellow Democrats

93. Emilius O. Rendall ard Taniel J. Ryan, History of Ohilo,
Iv, 233 : .
94 . Wwhitelaw Reid, Ohio in the Wer, I, 154
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that thelr liberty was gone and tyranny was prepetual. For
in traveling a thousand miles through the South, he had found
no one willing to give up the fight. He added, however, that
everywhere he went the reorle declared that when the war
had ceased and the invading armies were withdrawn, they would
willingly discuss and consider reunion.95

The campaign that followed wes perheps the livellest
in Chio's history. Fugh had to carry a double burden, but
sroke in every section of the state. He attacked the high
cost of the wer in both men and money ard the high handed
methods of the tyrant, "King Lincoln," since the start of
the war. Lincoln's three greétest geﬁerals were, he claimed,
general taxation,-general conscription and general corruption.
The three maln Democratic arguements agalnst the present
State and National Administrations were: the violation of
the principles of constitutional liberty and the rights of
an American ciltlzen; the attempt to create a despotism by
usurpation of power; énd the miserable failure of the war,
which had changed from its original purpose to ome of emanci-
pation and confiscation.96 Vallandigham was only able to
2ld in the campalgn by writing a number of letters to the
Democratic press for publication. In order to be closer to
the situation, he moved to Windsor, Ontario, on August 21st

accompanied by his friend, George Fendleton.

95. Ibid., p.165
95. George H. Porter, Chio Folitics, p.179
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The Unlonists were put at a decided disadvantage by
the Democratlc accusations which were so true. In their
speeches they ignored the corduct of the war for the most
part and referred to emancipation as little as poscible.
Thelr main arpeals to the people were that the National Union
had to be saved and that Vallandigham's election, while he

was an exiled "traitor,"

would be a disgrace to the state.
FPresident Lincéln goinghall out to aid the Republican steate
forces, in order to allay one of the sore points, insisted
that General Burnside take the field once again. He was
glven an army corp and sent into East Tennessee.

The Chlio troops were to be allowed to vote in this
electlion for the first time since the war had started. Many
observers felt that trelr vote would srell the difference
between Brough's defeat or victory, since it was expected
that the greatrmajority of thelr votes would be agalnst
Vallandigham. There was, however, some doubt as to whether
their votes might count. Other state leglislatures had allowed
thelr soldiers to vote only to heve thelr state courts de-
clare these votes 1llegal and null. The Democrets asserted
that 1f Vallendigham got the majoritylof the civilien vote,
he would be their governor, irregardless of how the soldiers'
vote misht turn out.

Since a vote for Vallandigham was a vote agalnst the
Administration end a vote for Erough one for the Admlnlstra-

tion, thls election was one of netional interest. Eoth
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parties drew unprecedented crowds and brought in a number
of outside speakers to try gnd swing votes. Vorhees and
Thomas H. Hendricks came from Indiena and Thomas Seymour
from Connecticut to aid the local Democrats. Two war gover-
nors, Yates of Illinols and Morton of Indiana, and 3ecretery
of the Treesury Chase were three of the men that came in to
aid the Union candidate, John Brough.97

The election results.were'surprising indeed to both
sides. The vote itself wes the heaviest ever cast in the
State up to that time. Vallandigham received 3,000 more
votes than the entire successful Temocratic ticket of 1862,
which had carried 14 out of 19 national Representatives'
seats. Yet he was defeated by the very large majority of
100,882 votes. John Erough had received 288,374 votes to
Vallandigham's 187,492. The home vote ma jority for Brough
was 61,703 ahd the soldiefs' ma jority 39,179 votes. The
Unionists had also mede blg"gains in the Ohlo state legis-
lature where they had taken 29 Senate seats out of a total
of 34 and 73 Representatives' seats out of 97.98 On a national
scale the Unlonists were Just as successful. In the fall
elections of 1863, they carried every state in the lorth
except New Jersey.

The Republicans were indeed gratified by the results.
They universally felt that this victory was just as lmportant

to them as any they had won on the battle field. Presldent

97. Ibid., pp.178-179n
98. VWood Grey, The Hidden Civil War, p.l51
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Lincoln hed cstayed up ell nizht to hear the Ohio election
results come in. When the Union victory wes assured, he
telegrarhed Zrough, "Glory to God in thre highest. Ohio has
saved the Union." He told Gldeon Welles, Secretary of the
Nevy, that he was zore anxlous about the state elections of
18563 then he had been over his own election in 1850. But
ke thought the large vote for Vallandishem "a discredit to
the country;"99

Wno were the 187,492 people that voted for Clement L.
Vallendigham in thls fateful election of 185637 Several writers
place the vote on a north-south basis. Southérn Chio was
closer to the South, tied to her more closely economically
and socially than northern Ohio and thus voted for Vallan-
digham. Other writers place the vote on a rich-poor or
educated-uneducated basis. The poor and the ignorant were
more eeslly sweyed by the flowered oratory of the Democratic
speakers and thus voted for Vallandisham; while the educated
who could evaluate level-headedly the arguements of both
sldes were for John Erough. The accompanying maps dispell
both of these ideas. The vote cannot be settled either on
a north-south or a rich—poor basis. The eighteen countles
Vallandigham did carry are scattered throughout the State.
The meps do show one thing, however. Certaln countlies went
Democratic in every election. In other words, part of

Vallandigham's suprorters were dyed-in-the—wool Democrats

99. Eugene H. Roseboom and Francis P. Welsenburger, Elstory
of Ohio, p.284
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who would vote Democratic cone what might. The srectre of
a free negro gave Vallandigham a serond group of supporters.
Many, who were willing to fight a war to reunite the North
and South, 4i1d not teke the same attitude when it became a
fight to free the negro. The largest group of Vallandigham's
surrorters, however, camne from the state rizhts faction in
the State. The question as to whether the Federzl Govern-
ment or the icdividual state governments were supreme had
not yet been settled in 1863. These men flocked to Vallandig-
ham's standard as they watched with dismay Lincoln depriving
them of first one civil liberty and then another--the writ

of habeas corvus had been suspended; the Emancipestion, the

Confiscation and the "hated" Conscription Acts had all been
passed. Everything Véllandigham stood for was in opposition
to these arbltrary actlons.

Yhy was Vallandicham with hls rather respectable vote
of 187,4Cc2 defeated? Looking at the following figures we
can see that over 113,600 more voters went to the polls in

1863 than the year before.

Year Unionists Democrats Total
1861 203,997 .151,79E 358,791
1862 178,755 184,315 353,070
1863 288,374 187,492 475,866 100

Some 40,000 of these additional votes can be accounted for
by the soldiers, but what of the other 73,000 voters who
almost all voted the Unlonist ticket. The Democratic papers

in view of this huge increase accused the Republlicans of

100. George H. Porter, Chio Folitics, p.183n
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fraud and deceit. This wes not the case, however, as it
wes a generzal Unlonlst increase throughout every county in
the State. The fact was that the Brough men were able to
contact and arpeal to these "silent" voters to get out ard
vote the Union ticket; this was the-very decisive factor.

Eut why dldn't these men vote Democratic? Frobably
the sincle moct 1iportant factor weas that the.tide of battle
had crenged. Victory for the North was in sizht. The Northern
armies had defeeted strong Confederate armies on two fronts--
at Gettysburg and at Vicksburg. The feer of a civil war
inside Chio 1itself elso was a fector influencing many voters
to vote the Brough ticket. For Fugh had promised if Vallan-
dizhem wes elected fifty thousand "fully ermed and equipped
freemen of Chio will recelve their Governor elect at the
Canedian line and escort him to the Statehouse to sece thet
he takes the oath of office." Brough then asserted that
Vellaréirnhem's election would 1haugurate an Chioc civll war,
"for, I tell you there 1s a mighty mass of men in this State
whose nerves eare strung up like steel, who will never permit
this dishonor to be consumeted in their native State."101
Morgan's reid also turned a number of Chioans against the
South and an early cecssation of hostilitles which 1t wes
known Vallendichem desired. General Vorgen, a Confederate
cavelry gereral, in the summer of 1553 with 2,500 men, had

crossed the Ohlo FEiver. Before he wes firally captured, he

1C1. Emilius C. Randz1ll and Ceniel .. Ryen, History of Chio,
v, 236 i _
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had rlundered and pillleged towns from oune end of Ohio to
the other. The people of Ohio were up in arms and desired
revenge more than enything else. The rald, instead of in-
stillling the people with fear, macde them more warlike than
before. 1Inside the Democratlic Frearty, there was also dissen-
gslon. In the mldst of the electlon on September 22nd, two
hundred War Democrets held a separate convention at Columbus.
They declared that they wanted peace on only one term-=uncon-
ditional surrender of the South to the laws and Constitution
of the United States.lO02 This plus the fect that Vallandighem
got only half-hearted suprort from such Democrats as Jewett,
Fayne and Ranney, all who had been Democratic candidates for
governor at one time or enother, turned many of the voters

away to the seemingly more united Unionlst Farty.

102. George H. Porter, Ohio Folitics, p.181



CHAPTER VI
RETURN FROM EXILE

Vallarndigham, after his election defeet, decided to
remain in "exile." Meanwhile, he corntinued to receive support
from his Ohio friends and sympathizers. In the lssue of
the Ohio Crisis for December 16, 1853, a letter was published
suggesting that the ladles of Ohio contribute ten cents each
as a donation for him. The idea was taken ur by the press
throughout the State and a committee was apvolnted to receive
the funds. As a result,-there was collected and forwarded
to Vallandighem in Canada about twevty-five thousand dollars,
five thousand of which came from supporters in New York.

The raising of this "Dime Fund" attracted considerable atten-
tion and was even diééussed in the Ohio State Legislature.
On January 1llth, a resolution was adopted by the Republican
Senate instructing its Judiclary Committee to inquire and
report whet typre of 1egislation was necessary to prevent the
payment of money to disloyal citizens.lO3

Early in 1864 Representative George Fendleton proposed
a resolution in the House of Representatives declaring that
the arrest and banishment of Mr. Vallandigham were "acts
of mere arbitrary power in palpable violation of the Consti-
tution ard laws of the United States." This proposal was
rejected by a strict perty vote--47 Democrats voting in favor
of it end 76 Union Members voting against it, with only two

War Democrats voting with the majority.lO4

103. Ibid., p.188
104 . Congressional Globe, 38 Congress, 1 session, XXXIV, 879
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During Jenuary of 1854, Vallandigham was arrroached
in Windsor, Cntarlo, by two members of the Knichts of the
Golden Circle, one of several Democretic mystic orders which
had sprung up in opposition to the Union League, a Republican
secret organization. They desired Vallardicham's permission
to nominate him for Supreme Commander cf their orgenization.
After considering the matter, Vallandigham geve his consent
1f they would allow him to alter any objectionable sections
of 1ts constltution. The two representatives relayed Vall-
andigham's decision to Xew York City where a convention was
in session. The Order's leaders decided that a man of Vall-
andigham's prestige and capabilitles would be a valuable
edditlon to thelr orgenization. They, therefore, changed
the name of the soclety ard altered 1ts constitution to fit
in with Vallandighanm's known princirles and ideas. The organi-
zation was renamed the Sons of Iiberty. The 1deas expressed
in the Kentucky ard Virginie resolutions were accepted as
a part of 1ts constlitution and a simple oath of allegience
to the Federal Constitution became a part of the rituael cere-
monies. Vallandigham was elected to the post of Supreme
Commander .105

On the 1lst of March of the same year, two representatlives
of the orgenization, H. H. Dodd and a Dr. Massey, came to
Windsor. They informed Valiandigham of the reorganization

ard told him of hils election to the post of Supreme Commander.

105. J. L. Vallandigham, Life of C. L. Vallandigham, p.373
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Vellandigham asked numerous questions about the objectives
of the organrization. He was satisfied that the objectives
were only to protect the Democratic Farty, and only to resist
the government i1f their freedom of elections was tampered
with. Therefore, he agreed to be sworn in. The oath of
office wes administered by Dr. Massey, and it was simply
"to support the Constitution of the United States, and faith-
fully to dischcrge the dutles of chief officer of the organi-
zation."106

With Vallandigham instelled as Supreme Commander, the
organization's membership shot up to well over two hundred
thousand memBers. lodges were established throughout the
Northwest. What miéht have become a useful weapon for the
protection of the "Peace Democrats" and other anti-adminis-
tration men under ihe leadership of a capeble leader such
as Vallandighem, soon lost 1ts effectiveness. With the large
increase in membership, a laerge number of Reprublican gples
also infiltrated into the orgenization. The soclety's plans
and ambitiors found tHeir way into the Administration's hands
almost as fast as they did into the members’'. Vallandigham
quickly lost such confidence in the organizétion that he
did not even inform them of his intent to return to the Stetes
in June of 1854. The Socliety was disbanded after the electlon
of 1864. |

Although the Sons of Liberty were thoroughly investlgated
by partisan courts and militery tribunals during 1864 and 1865,

106. Ibid., P.374
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Vallandigham's name could not be linked with any of the sub-
versive acts and plans laid at the feet of the organization.
The central offlice had 1little effective control over the
scattered lodges and was never able to initiate any national
program. Local leaders determined the policles and objectives
of their separate units.

While still in exile et Windsor, Vallardighem had an
occasion to meet and talk with three Confederate agents,
James Holcombe, Clement Clay and Jacob Thompson. These men
had been sent to Canada with large sums of money at their
disrosal to harass the lNorthern government in every possible
way. They had a two-fold objective. They were instructed
to "employ" terrorists in Cansda to enter the North and
friéhten Northern citizens. Expected to be more effective
was the hope of purchasing or encouraging e& Northern peace
movement. Thompson who had been Secretary of the Interior
under Fresident Buchanan had bank drafts for $600,000 in
his possession fbr such purposes. He was espécially inter-
ested in promoting a Northwest Conféderacy and broached the
subject to the "exile."1l07 Vallandigham immediately turned
down Thompson's'offer of money and arms. Although he had
been treated so unjustly and hed been sent into an unwarranted
exlle, he declzred to Thompson that he could neither identify

himself with the Southern cause nor take any part in a war

107 . Edward C. Kirkland The Feacemake; of 1854 (New York,
1927). P73
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against his Nationel 5overnment.108 Thompson also later
conducted an unsuccessful peace attempt with the Fepublican
newspaper edltor, Horace Greeley, at kiagara Falls, Ontario,
which had been sanctioned by Frecsident Lincoln.109

The Ohlo Democratic Farty as & result of the election
of 1853 was in a highly disorzanized state. There were four
distinct factlons inside the party. One element was the
Vallandigham grour, which stood for a pl=z=tform of peace with

"wer Democrats" who hed broken

union. A second group was tne
with Vallandigham in the recent.eleciion; a third element
was the extreme state rights wing led by Willlam F. Cory and
Alexander long, which stood for peace a:rd separation. The
last groupr was led by Ranney, Fayne and Jewett who favored
suppressing the rebellion by force but opposed many of the
methods employed by the Lincoln administretion.llO

March 23, 1854, was the date set for the state convention.
This was & presidentiel election year and delegates had to
be chosen for the coming natlional convention. The convention
found itself divided into two groups--one for peace and the
other for wer. The pecce faction composed of the southern
counties su;portéd Vallandicham's name for Fresident, while
the northern counties favored }cClellan with Fremont es a

second choice. The war group was more numerous, however,

and took over the convention, writing a rather mild platform

108 . James Ford Rhodes, History of the United States From the
Compromise of 1250 (New York, 1904), Vv, 320-321

109. Edward C. Kirkland, The Eeacemakers of 1864, pp.80-81

110. George H. Forter, Ohio Folitics, p.190
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in comparison to the one of 1863, hoping to epreal to all
fections. Vallandighem's surporters then put his name up
for delegate-at~large to the national convention to be held
later on in the year et Chicezgo. Here again his opponents
united to defeat him with a vote of 215% for Ranney to Vall-
andighem's 2113 .111

Vallendigham, in the meantime with his eye on the coming
election, decided to return home. On the night of June l4th
he left Canada incognito and started his journey home to
Deyton. He hed informed no one of his plans and his arrival
was a great surprise to both his frliends ard ernemies. The
5rd District was in convention at the time in Hamilton.
Even before his arrival, his name had been suggested to attend
the comirg netilonal convention at Chlcago as thelr represen-
tative. Many of his friends, however, had oprosed his nomina-
tion because of the personal canger involved to him if he
returned to the States. He hurried to Hamilton where he
spoke to the converntion and allayed all fear and doubt as to
his availability .l12

The lincoln administration now had to decide what to
do with Vallandighem. TCemocrats throughout the country de-
clared that Vallandighem would not be arbitrarily arrested
ezain. They were determined to see that his case recelved
a fair trial under civil law. The Administration had the

choice of agaln arresting Vallahdigham and giving him a felr

111. Eugere H. Noseboom, The Civil ¥er Era 1850-73, p.432
112. George H. Forter, Chio Folitigs, pp.155-19




trial efter which he would go free or let the entire matter
drop. They chose the latter alternative and again cshowed
how outrageously they hed acted in siezing a political opron-
ent by force and exlling him to enemy territory. Democrets
from every sectlon of the country celled uron him to be guest
speaker at their political meetings. Hhe went to many, con-
tinulng to denounce the Administretion in the same terms as
he had used before his exlle. The larcest meeting he spoke
before hzd en estimated seventy-five thousend llisteners at
Syracuse, New York.

The Natlional TCemocrztic Convention was held in Chicaeo
on August 29, 1854. The Feace Democrats were unable to
rrevent the romination of Georgé McClellan for Frecsident,
but did manage to place one of thelr own number in eas the
Vice-President nominee, Geoi'ge Fendleton of Ohlo. Vallandigham
sat on the committee of resolutions and was able to include
as one of the sections of the Party's platform his vpeace
doctrines. Thus, though the Iarty had elected & War Cemo-
crat, he wes bound to a peace doctrine by the second reso-
lution of the platform. It recad:

"Resolved, that this Convention does explicitly

declare, as the sense of the American people,

that after four years of fallure to rsstore the

Union by the experiment of war, during which,

under the preternse of a militery necessity, or

war power highcr than the Constitution, the Con-

stitutlion itself has been disregarded in every

part and public liberty and private right allke

trodden down, and the material prosperity of the

country essentlelly impaired...justlce, humanlty,
liverty, and ths public welfare demand that



- 79 -

imredizcte efforts be made for a cessation of

hostilities with a view to an ultimate con-

vention of the Stetes, or other peaceful means,

to the end that, at the earliest practicable

moment, peace mey be restored on the basis of

the Federasl Union of the Gtates."113

Although the War Democrats end several eastern grours
had received Vallandizham very cooly at the conventlon, he
haed the following of the common people. He was the center
of attraction in Chicago and was followed everywhere by
cheering, admiring people. Wwhen word of this "peace" plank
got out, the preorle, realizing that Vallandigham had in reality
carried the convention, gathered in a large crowd outside
his hotel shouting their approval.

General NcClellan in his letter accepting the nomination
rromised to fight the war to a successful end and thus repu-
dilated the Farty platform.ll4 Vallandigham and the other Feace
Democrats were with cause indlgnant over this breach of faith.
Vallandighem was uncertaln how to act, but finelly decilded
to carpalgn for the General. The acceptance letter after
all expressed only the percsonal vliewpoint of the General
and not the FPerty's, which were in the Farty platform, reace
plank included. Vallandigham made an extensive tour through-
out the North, spsaking in lew York, New Jersey, Fennsylvania
and Ohio. Everywhere he was met by large enthusiastic crowds.

A left-winged peace group wes not as easily placated

as Vallandizhem had been. Uron hearing of the General's

letter of acceptance, they decided to bolt the Farty. The

113. Wood Gray, The Hidden Civil War, p.184
114 . Eugene H. Roseboom, The Civil Var Era 1850-73, p.433
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leeding fugure of this group was Alexender Long of Cincinnati,
a member of the nationel Eouse of Representatives. He had
gove far beyond Vellandisham in hils anti-war views and in
the House hed sroken for peace at eny price and an immediate
recognition of an inderenient South. They held thelr con-
ventlon on October 18th at Cincinnati with delegates attending
from Ohio, Illinols, Indiana end Iowa. The resolutions
edopted favored unconditional peaée, expressed an e;treme
gstate rights viewroint, repudiated McClellan and hils war
record arnd spoke outl against arbitrery arrests, "beayonet"
elections, "padiocked" lips and a "fettered" press. long
was nominated to run for Eresident; but he refused the nomina-
tion as 1t wes too late to campalgn effectively.ll5

The electlon results were disastrous for the Democrats.
caln the success of the Unlon armles hed come to the ald
of the Republican political forces. The Southern armles
were gt their weezkest point in four years; therman had Just
stormed through Georgla. ILincoln was re-elected by an elec-
torial vote of 212 to 21 for McClellan ard carried Ohlo by
60,055 votes. Throughout the West, the Fepublican sweep
was complete. Morton was re-elected governor of Indlana
and in Illinois Oglesby, a Reputlican, was elected. In Ohlo
seventeen Unionist Congressmen were elected out of the nine-
teen districts, a complete reversal of the election of 1852.

Among those who fell before the Ferublican sweep was S. S. Cox

115. Clyde Henry Hubbart, The Older Middle West 1840-80,
pp.233-234 . |
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of Cincinnati; he had been the Democratic floor lezder 1in

the natlional House of EFepresentatives. MeClellan did receive
a few thousand more votes in Ohio than Vallandigham head the

year before due to his populerity among the soldiers.116

116. Eugene H. Roseboom, The Civil War Era 1850-73, p.435




CHAFTER VII
POST WAR POLITICS

On April 9, 1865, General Lee surrendered to Grsnt at
Appomattox Court House. ¥Within the month, the remainder of
the Southern armies in the fleld had followed sult and the
war was over. The Union had been maintalned by force and
oppression, and thus the Feace Democrats' chief assertion,
that the Unilon could never be bfought back together by coer-
cilon, had been proven false. Nevertheless, thelr opposition
to the war cannot be termed treason, although that 1s today
Just what the term Copperhesd when used in reference to them
denotes. They desired union just as heartedly as the Kepub-
licans. Their solutlon to the country's troubles lay in
another way--by pezce. They were in fﬁll support of the
Constitution and tried to rrotect it from infringerents by
the Radical Republicens. One after another, civil libertiles
fell before the excltement of war. Thls they tried to prevent.
Thelir whole plan of ection rested wifh galning the populer
vots. They had not tried to geln control and come to power
by physical force, but rather by the ballot box.

What should be the new stand and program of the Demo-
cratic Farty? Vallandigham in a carefully worded letter
to the Ohio étatesman attempted to evolve a platform for his
Farty. He felt that the Farty should stand fast to 1ts funda-
mental principles, especlally its state rights doctrines as

they had arpeered in the Virginle and Kentucky resolutlons.
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Adjustments would necessarily have to be made as a result
of the war. Vallandigham was willing to acceprt the fact
that slavery was a dead institution. Negroes, he belelved,
should be treated on an egual baslis with whites in all legel
proceedings. Thelr political rizhts and social status, how-
ever, were questions local erough in nature to be settled
upon by the individual states and communities. Although
President Johnson had differed with the Democrats in how to
restore the Unlon, Vallandigrham felt that if his reconstruc-
tion policies should appear the best way to secure a speedy
and lasting restoration of the o0ld Federal Unlon, the Démo-
crats should do all in their power to aid him.1l17

The Unionist Farty held their state convention for 1865
before that of the Democrats. }Mozt of the delegates were
army men. It 1s not surprising that they choose a Civil
War general; Generel Jacob D. Cox, to be their candidate for
governor. The Farty ﬁlatfofm endorsed Fresident Johnson's
reconstruction plans and surrvorted the proposed amendment
to the Federal Constitution abolishing slavery. They did
not, however, endorse negro suffrage much to the dissatls-
faction of the Radical Eepublicans of the Stcte.ll8

The Unionist Ferty formed during the wer years was slowly
coming apart at the seams. It had united a conglomeratlion
of old time parties in its sﬁpport of the wer--the Whiges,

Abolitionists, Know-Nothings, Free 3Sollers and Antil-Slavery

117. George H. Porter, Chio Po’itics, pp .203-204
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Democrats. Former prejudices and ambitions were again begin-
ning to reassert themselves. General Cox was forcéd to make
a declaration on the negro suffrage question. Hils stand
wldened the breach between the radicals and more liberal
Unlonlsts. He declared, that as a result of the wan i1t was
impossible for the whites and negroes in the South to live
side by side in one political community. The only solution,
he thought, was the peaceable sepsration of the two races
into separate areas.ll9

On August 24, 1865, the Lemocrats of Ohio held their
convention with Vellandigham éerving 2s the temporary chair-
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