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PREFACE

My primary purpose in writing about Argb Nationglism

has been a personal interest in making a general study of
the subject. The duty of writing a thesls presented me
with a chance of getting better acquainted with the politi-
cal awakening of the Aragbs and the various national move-
ments that have occurred separately, or simultansously,
in the individual Areb countries., The topic is extremely
wide and its treatment 1n this thesls represents g mere
survey. Though I have sttempted to include all important
events thaet have happened in the history of Arab nation-
alism I do not pretend to have done a complete job.
Nevertheless, I have tried to provide the interested
reader with succinct materlal from which he may be able
to derive a summary view of a broad subject.

In the hope that my work may prove useful to some
people who are interested in the theme I have endeavored
to revegl the truth and be as objective as possible. A
speclal effort has been made in organizing the materisl in
such a way as to keep clear the connection between the
various aspects of the subject.

The first part of the thesis introduces the subject
by defining the Arab world geographically, historicelly,
and soclally, The relation between Argbism and Islamism
is made clear, especially by touching upon the major

Moslem movements that have had a bearing on the Arab

P25
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revival. In the second part a record is given of the
start and development of Argb nationalism and its
evolution during the first World War. The last part deals
with the progress of the Arab movement as it was expressed
separately in the individual Arab states covering the
period from the first post-war settlement up to the present
day. To round out the subject I inserted a chapter on the
Argb League pointing at the concerted efforts of the Arad
countries in their endeavor for complete freedom from
forelgn control and for the establishment of some sort of
unlon between themselves.

I should like to acknowledge my lndebtedness to
Dr. H. L. Leonhardt of the Polltical Sclence Department
who sponsored my work and gave me many fruitful sugges-
tions. I also extend my appreciation to Dr. A. T. Cordray
and Dr. E. M. Banzet of the Forelign Students Counseling
Department and to many others who were very helpful in
correcting the English in this thesis. I reserve for
myself, however, the sole responsibility for any and sll

errors in content and construction.

SANIA HAMADY
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PART I
INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1
DEFINING THE SUBJECT

DELINEATION QOF THE ARAB COUNTRIES

There exists around the eastern end of the Mediter-
ranean a group of lands to which both geograsphy and history
ﬁavé given an inevitable unity. ipykey checks them from
the north, Persia vells them from theyFar East, the Medi-
terranean surrounds them from the west, and the Arsbian
Sea 1limits them frem the south. Within those confines lie
the two Levantinelrepublica of Syria and Lebanon, the par-

2 the kingdom of Transjordan,3

titioned state of Palestine,
the constitutional monarchy of Iraq, and the absolute
kingdom of Sau'di}Arabia with what is left of the Arablan
Peninsula in the form of sultanates, shelkhdoms, city

states and principalities. In addition to this entity of

1. The term Levant was coined by the Italian shipmasters
of Medlieval days when their galleys sailed eastward toward
the "Levante"™ or place of the rising sun.

2. The names of Palestine and Lebanon are very old in
history; but these territories never constituted separate
political entities since the advent of the Arabs into
western Asia.. Before World War I they were political
districts of Syrlia, but since the post-war settlement those
areas were detached from the latter to form separate states.

3. Previously a southwestern part of Syria, Transjordan
was detached from the latter in 1920 to become a separate
state under the tutelage of a British mandate.



lands there is Egypt, another Arab country which is outside
the above confines. It is 1limited by the Mediterransan
from tha north, the Sudan from the south, the Red Sea from
the eaaﬁ,’and the desert from the west. The total area of
the Arab lands is estimated to be around 1,604,521 square
miles‘uhile’the total population emounts to over 40 million
persons,4 the majority of whom are adherents of the Moslem
falth. To that entity of countries, to which Turkey and
fﬁe”rest of North Africa are often added and the Balkan
States infrequently, the neme "Near East"™ is applied. The
Arsb hinterlands (Iraq end Arabia) are usually added to
Iren, Afghenisten, snd Palkistan to denote-the "Middle East",
a ngme which sometimes includes the rest of the Near East ‘
as well. Those terms have been coined in terms of the

reletive propinqulty of western Aslia to Europe.

DEFINING THE ARABS HISTORICALLY
Around the Nile, the Tigres and the Euphrates rivers,

4. H. E. Vizetelly, ed., The New International Year Book:

A Compendium of the wOrld's Progress for the Year 19048
T [ ] [] 9 pp' 3 d 114 ’-337’ 5510 Iiere-
after cited as The New International Year Book.

Country Area in sq. mi, Population
Argbis 1,000,000 10,000,000
Egypt 386,198 19,800,000
Iraq 116,000 5,000,000
Lebanon 3,881 1,187,000
Palestine 10,640 2,000,000
Syria 54,000 3,000,000

Trans jordan 34,700 340,000



and on the shores of the Mediterranean, the Red Sea and the
Persisn Gulf, many pre~Christisn civ;lizationa arose suc-
cessively or similtaneously, flourished, decayed and passed
away, leaving behind them contiibutions some of which still
lie at the roots of the modern civilization. Mention could
be made of some of them such as the Pharoan, the Phoeniclan,
the Babylonian, the Assyrian. At the sdvent of the Arabs
the main stream was Roman. The first Arablo-speaking people
appeared in North Arabia around 300 B. C. Among the first
were the Nabateans who settled in Jordan and founded the
famous city of ®Petra".

Judaism and Christienity, born in Palestine, altered
the heathenistic mind and paved the way toward monotheism.
As the Sixth Century drew to a close Arabla gave birth to
a new force which shook the foundations of what was civil-
ized in the world; Muhammed was born and the new light he
kindled was Islam. Once released from the boundaries of the
Peninsula the zealous adherents swarmed out to sweep across
three continents. In their unabated expansion they oonquer-
ed an empire that atretched a8 far as Marrekesh in Africa,
the Pyrenees in Europe, and Trans-Oxus in Asia. Under their
emboldened march the empires that were then in existence
crumbled. The glory of the Areb Empire shone radiantly
under the "Orthodox Caliphs™ (al-Rashidiyyoun), whose capi-
tal was Mecca, the "Omayyads™ (al-Amawiyyoun), in Damascus
and Spain, and the ® Abassides (al-'Abbasiyyoun), who ushered
in Baghdead.



The Arabe founded an important civilization that
fostered knowledge in most fields and left wonderful contri-
butions to eulture. They showed particular 1nterest in
the sclences and medicine, in theology and philosophy,
architecture and fine arts. Such names as al-Khawarismi,
the mathmatician, Avenroes and Avecenna, the philosophers,
el-Chazali, the theologian, Ibn-Khaldoun, the historian
and sociologist, are universally famous among the people
of learning. The Arabic culture was due largely to the
creation of the desert man's fertile and inquisitive mind
end partly to the sdoption of the Greek heritage. It was
the Aragbs who preserved the precious Greek legacy in knowledge
eand transmitted 1t to a Europe, then enshrouded 1n darkness.
Theldaﬁk ages of Europe witnessed the intellectuael suprema-
cy of the Arebs. The unbiased verdict of history records
thet from the seventh to the twelfth century after Christ
the torch of progress was carried by the Araebs and their
language was the scientific lingua franca of mankind. The

Argbic language is extremely rich, having an intricate
cenetruction with coplous vocabulary, tremendous rythm and
variety of expressions. The classicel litersture end poetry
that the Arabs have left behind them form an appreclable

legacy to the realm of writing.

WHO ARE THE ARABS

The Argbs represent an admixture of racee,5

e o,

antly the Mediterranean, the Armenoid and the Hamitic

preponder-




strain. Their language, Arabic, 1s Semitic in origin.-
What makes of them one people are the factors of religion,"
history, culture, and aspirations that are common to all-
of them., Islsm is the dominant faith emong the Araebs; 1it:
is not only a religion but a way of life. The Arab Empire-

furnish memories of a glorious past which inspire them.
Thq&z/gulture, which is tied with thelr religion and -’
history, supply them with one morality which makes them-
generally follow simllar ways of living, be it in thought-
and outlook or behavior and feelings. All the Aragbs have:
suffered equally under forelgn domination, as a result of-
which they developed a common hatred toward the West and -
rose together in their demand for freedom and independence.-
Beside the comrmunity of factors that tie the Arebs together
there 1s the similarity of certain traits that have been
formed among them through unified geogrsphical and his-
torical influences. These distinguishing festures are such-
as sustere monotheism, forbearsnce and self-negation,.
magnanimity and generosity, hospitality, courage, individu--
elism and love for freedom, hatred for authority and lack.

of discipline. ’
It is relevaent to mention that the Arabs are not

coexistent with Islam; the former existed before the latter.-

5. The repeated inundetions of tribes and peoples to the
Near East in search of the Fertile Crescent, by deliberate
conquest and gradual seepage, left independent deposits of
raclal characteristics that went into the making of the
many local types.



Accordingly, a distinction should be made between two
processes in the cultural evolution of the Arabs; Islam--

" 1zation end Arsbization. Though the latter started before-

the former it did not reach its zenith until it became -
identified with Islam. At any rate, Islamization spread-
beyond Arebization but where the latter was found the-

former was also present. Another clarification which is -

worthwhile mentioning 1s the distinction between the three:
words; Qggb, Arabisn, and Argbic. The first refers to any-

individual who shares in the Arab common interests and -
qualities and lives in any of the Arab countries. The -
second denotes any inhsbitant of the Arebian Peninsula
while the word Arag}o is an adjeqpive that describes the-
quality of enything that beiongs Eo the Argbs. .

NATIONALISM

"Nationalism i1s a modern historical tendency having -
for its objective the organization in well-knit political-
states of populations naturally bound together by ties of-
nai::l.onalitsy."6 Nationality itself is conceived by the -
proponents of the tendency as including cormunity of
language, trsditions, morsls, religion, or, in a broader
sense, of culture. "In the early period of nationalism

much stress was laid also upon community of race, but more

6. The New Internationsl Encyclopsedia (2nd ed.), XVI,
£12.




recent ethnological studies have rendered the hypothesis-
of race as a basis of culture untenable.'7 In its modern:
form nationalism 18 an outgrowth of the French Revolution:
with its emphasls upon the independence and unlimited -
sovereignty of nations.

"Arab nationalism 1s the resurgence of the will to
live of the Arab people produced by the action of the West
upon it, and with the object of combating the dangers and -
realizing the benefits of that action.®® The movement -
assumes that there is or can be created an Arsb nation
because all the prerequlisites of nationhood, such as geo--
graphical unity, historical continulty, similarity of -
language, religion, and culture are present today among the.
Arab people. The movement aims at the complete emancipation-
of Arab states from foreign control, at their full indepen--

dence and sovereignty, and the establishment of some degree’

of unity among them. It intends, further, to reorganize -

the social and economic structure of the Arab communities

by means of a process of controlled and discriminate western-:

ization, a process that would not breek totally with the

Arsb past.
7. Ibid.

8. A. H. Hoursni, Syria and Lebanon (London, 1946), p. 99.

T T T s e i



CHAPTER II
MOSLEM MOVEMENTS THAT HAD A BEARING
ON ARAB NATIONALISM

WAHHABISM

It was a puritanical religious movement that aimed at
purging Islam from the impious trend expressed in newly
introduced superstitlions and accretions. It was founded in-
1747 by Muhammad ibn Abdel-Wahhad, a native of Najd, Arabia.”
The diversified studles that he had made 1n theology and
the wide-spread travels that he had undertaken in the whole
Moslem world had intensified his inborn curiosity of mind.
Religious corruption began to appall him. As a result he
became inspired with a passlonate zegl and endeavored, in-
an intense movement, to purify Islaem and revive it to its-
pristine form. To do away with intruding superstitions and-
innovations was the central theme of his insistence on -
simplicity and vigor 1n religlous service. .

The secular champlion whom the movement chose was a-
sclon of the House of Sau'd. With his enlightened leader-
ship it grew rgpidly and spread over a major part of the.
Peninsula. The sword of Islam once more united the quarel-
ling tribes and the diverse provinces of Arabla. Under his
son Abdel-'Aziz, ancestor and namesake of the present
Wehhabl king, the rise of forces that denounced and disputed
the Ottoman Caliph's authority was spectacular. The gates

of Baghdad witnessed their first armed excursions. After




compelling the Turkish Governor of Iraq to conclude a
humiliating treaty they sacked the Shi'ite city of Karbala
in 1861 and then switched thelr destination to al-Medina
and Mecca, the thrilling occupation of which made them so
exulted that later on they ventured an invasion of Syris.
The latter was a fallure.

Alarmed and perturbed the Sultan-Caliph, keeper of -
the two Holy Cities and head of Dar gl-Islem, called on :
Muhammad 'Ali, Governor of Egypt,to crush the rebellion.~
The latter dispatched, in 1811, well equlpped forces under.
the command of his son Ibrshim that engaged in a seven- .
years campalign ti1ll the might of the Wahhabls was shattered -
and the conquered places delivered.

Thus had ended the conquests of the Wshhabl movement.
But in its ashes flickered sparks of a new fire which was-
lightened by spiritual repercussions that continued to be’

S~ -

evoked. All sorts of dormant dissatisfactions soared and -
hatred for forelgn intervention became accentuated. In :

those effects the movement served as a precursor to the-

Argb awakening..

MUHAMMAD 'ALI

Founder of the present ruling dynasty in Egypt, Muham--
maq 'All was an outstanding officer of Albanian origin..
His efficliency won him the admiration of the Ottoman Sultan,-
who called on him to put an end to Napoleon's invasion of .

Egypt in 1799, His victory brought to the fore military
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talent as well as political genius. Six years after his -
victory over the French he was recognizéd by the Sulten as
titular Governor of Egypt. He endeavored at first to -
eradicate the power of the Mamlukes. After becoming sole
ruler he engaged in overcoming the preVailihg anarchical
state of Egypt and once he established a firm order internal=-
1y Muhammad 'All began to devote himself to foreign affairSV/
The expeditions agalnst Wahhabism exposed the pulse of~’
the Arab world, at the touch of which a spontaneous vision
of carving an Argb empire 1lluminated the minds of Muhammad
and his son Ibrghim. The divergence between father and son
as to the degree of thelr 1dentification with the Arabs
made it conspicuous from the beginning that Muhammad 'Ali's .
Interest was totally personal. All that he wanted was to .
establish for himself a vast empire while his son was more
sincere in planning to foster a real revival of national

consclousness among the Araebs and to restore to them their -

nationhood.
As @ reward for his help in quelling the insurrection .
in Greecel Muhammad 'All pressed his olaim to the over-

lordship of Syria. The refusal of the Sultan to confer on
him such a right prompted the ruler of Egypt to put his son.

1. Commanded by Ibrahim, Egyptian forces dispatched to
Greece dilsplayed heroic deeds and won for themselves historic
fame. They repressed the revolt and occupled a large part

of the country. Nevertheless, their march was stopped by
the interference of Great Britain and Russia, who sent a
mixed squadron to Greece to check the advence of the Egypt-
1an army. As a result the Turko-Egyptian fleet was

defeated at Navarino in 1827,
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Ibrahim on the march to conquer Syria. Through his heroilc
victory the 1llustrious conqueror won for his father the
formal recognition of his governorship of Syria. The Arab-
empire project never paraded as close to Muhammad 'All's -
eyes as when, by the time he conquered Syria, he was in’
possesion of the key citles of Cgiro, Mecca, Medina, -
Jerusalem, and Dasmascus. The unpopularity of the Sultan -
among the Arab people and thelr discontent wilth the Ottoman *

rule as a whole prepared the ground for the efforts of the

new conqueror and rendered the atmosphere propltious for
his project.

The plan for an Arab empire was not realized because:
the instigators were not Arabs, and as such lacked sponta- -
neity in their approach. Muhammad 'Alil, especially, was -
handicapped by the selfishness of his motive. Furthermore,’
though Ibrehim proved at the beginning of his rule in Syria’
to be an edmireble administraetor his policy of increasing '
taxes and the forced means to which he resorted in order '

to strengthen the army caused a revulsion of public opilnion

against him.? Those causes were secondary in relation to
the lack of national consciousness among the Araebs. Centu-
ries of decadence and misrule had debilitated the collective:
spirit of the Arab population and loosened their former
cohesion. Anyway, the hard rock on which the plan for an -

2. Owing to European pressure combined with locsl dis-
content Muhammad 'Ali's rule of Syria, which had lasted
seven long years, met its end in 1840.
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Arqb empire crushed was the opposition of Great Britailn
who feared then the emergence of Russian hegemony in
Europe in case the Ottoman Emplire became dismembered.
Antonius relates these events to world affairs in"
stating: "This was the first occasion in modern times on
which the ;dea of an Arab empire had presented itself as a
problem in world politics, and on that occasion, at any

rate, England's hand was against 1t,"8

PAN-ISLAMISM

Pan-Islamism was a movement that aimed at uniting the .
MoslemAcountries under one caliph and reviving the original-
culture of Islam. It arose in the nineteenth century and -
reached 1ts zenith in the 1890's, It has two aspects, -
political and spiritual.

Its intellectual exponent was Jamal-Addine al-Afghani -
who, in the second half of the nineteenth century, proved
to be the first Moslem to grasp the impending peril of
Western domination. The major part of his life was devoted.
to warning the Islamic world égainat the danger of Western -
hegemony and to the attempt at elaborating measures of
defense. His main view was to meet the aggressive West -
and combat it with its own methods and techniques. Edu-
cation and Islam, adapted to the conditions of the agse,-:

were to serve as channels to salvation. The means to

‘3. George Antonius, Arab Awakening (N. Y., 1946), p. 32«
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achleve those objectives were to be revolutionary. The
necessary prelude to the Moslem regeneration was to be -
emancipation from the foreign yoke. This and the revival’
of the culture and religion of Islam were the steps toward -

uniting the Moslem people under one caliph. -

Imprisoned for a while in India by the British Jamal-
Addine gl-Afghani went, upon his release, to Egypt. Here,
he lent a hand to the anti-European movement of Arabl
Pasha. His participation in the rebellion prompted the
British wuthorities to expel him from the country. From
1882 on he wandered, thinking and observing, till he
reached Constantinople where he found a generous patron -
in the femous Ottoman Sultan 'Abdel-Hamid, who was then -
evolving a Pan-Islamic policy of his own. The Sultan- ‘-
Caliph of Turkey saw in the political unity of the Moslem-
world an effective weapon against further European .
aggression. He used the religious fervor of his people
and their reverence to the sacred attributes of his office
to incite loyalty to his throne and win for himself recog-.
nition as the leader of Islam among the nations of Europe.-

Jamal-Addine's arrival in Turkey kindled the Sultan's

inspiration into action. He appointed al-Afghani head of
the Propaganda Bureau and dispatched emissaries all 6ver
the Moslem world to rally believers behind the Caliph.
Although his call, heard in the far corners of Islam,

created Pan-Islamic feelings that were expressed in sporadic.
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outbreaks asgainst European penetration like those of
'Abdel-Kader in Algeria and al-Mghdi in Sudan, it falled.
to inaspire a political world movement or to coordinate -
effectively the efforts of the Moslems in thelr struggle -
against the West. .
The spiritual champion of Pan-Islamism was Muhammad .
'Abdou, an eminent Egyptian scholar and a disciple of .
al-Afghani. He differed from the latter in seeking to stem -
Western intrusion into the Moslem world by busying himself "
with the moral rather than with the political revival of -
Islam. The program that he bequeathed to the Muhaemmadan '
reform movement can be summed up under four headings:
1. Purification of Islam from corrupting influences -
and practifes.
2. Reformation of Moslem higher education. .

3. Reformation of Islamic doctrine in the light of -
modern thought.

4, Defense of Islam against Europesn influences and .,
Christien attacks.

t

The spiritual aspect of the Pan-Islamic movement is”
different from its political side in outlook and effects.”
It i1s baesed primarily on the feeling of solidarity that is’
implasnted in the heart of every Moslem. This fact 1s
buttressed by three featurea that tie the Moslem peopie
together; the institution of gl-Haj] (pilgrimage).wherg“

men of all races, cultures, and nationalities mingle in:

4, H.A.R. Gibb, Modern Trends in Islam(London, 1932), p. 33.




15

an ecstasy of common devotion, the Arabic language which*
i1s used in the reading of the Koran, and the universal
Moslem regulations that are set in the Sacred Book to~
direct the ordinary pursuits of 1life. With respect to the’
last factor it should be remembered that Islam i1s not only-
a religion but a way of 1life. As a spiritual and chari--
table idea Pan-Islamism has achleved some minor results such
as the construction of the HeJaz Rallway, the foundation”
of the "Red Crescent"™ after the pattern of the Red Cross, .
end the establishment of the "Young Men's Moslem Associ-’
ation" on the model of the Y.M.C.A. Stoddard observes
correctly:
Though the Pan-Islamlioc movement had been tremendously
stimilated by Western preasure, especiaslly by the first
World War and the peace-settlement, it must not be
regarded as a merely defensive political reaction against
external aggression.... It springs primarily from
sentiments of unity. These bonds are cultural end social
as well as religious.5

The Pan-Turanian movement, which aimed at a separate
revival of the Turkiub nation, constituted an interim
period in the history of Pan-Islamism. The yeara between*
1908 and 1912 witnessed the ascendancy of confusion and -
mental uncertainty in the Moslem world. However, renewed’

pressure from the West served to revive Moslem feeling

of solidarity and to give new strength to the expiring -

5. Lathrop Stoddard, The New World of Islam (N. Y., 1921),
p. 35. -
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movement of Pan-Islam. The reinvigorated religious zeal -
was expressed strongly in Tripoli where the Italians were:
met with a strange fanaticael fury that was instigated by -
the Senussiyyah Fraternity.6 Nevertheless, the death knell
of the Islamic movement as a politicel factor was soon -
tolled in 1916 when Sultan Muhammad V failed in his appeal
for Jihad (holy war) and the Sharif of Mecca rose in ~
insurrection against his Moslem brethren in Turkey. After:
the first World War each Moslem country became concerned -
with 1ts own emancipation and nationslism. Besides,
spiritual regeneration and the power wielded by the Moslem
countries were not enough for the realization of the
originegl aims of the Islamic movement. All the post-war.
Moslem congresses that were held at different times and-
in various capitaels of the Arab countries served only to
confirm the simple fact that Islam as a political 1idea -

could not be resurrected.

6. Muhammad ibn Senussi, a descendant of the Prophet, was
born in Algeria in 1800. He was a pious man who traveled
through all North Africa preaching for the correction of
religious gbuses. After his pilgrimage to Mecca he settled
in Cyrenaica, Tripoli, in 1843 and leunched a puritan
reform movement. His son al-Mahdil carried on the move-
ment after the death of hls father in 1859. The present
ruler of Cyrenaica 1s Ahmed al-Sharif, nephew of al-Mahdi.



PART II
START AND DEVELOPMENT OF ARAB NATIONALISM

CHAPTER I
THE ARABIC KENAISSANCE AND ITS EVOLUTION
INTO POLITICAL REVIVAL

The first phase that Arab nationalism assumed was the .
11terary revival, a resuscitation of the ancient Arabic
ulture, having 1ts 1nsp1ration end ideals from the past,
end a rebirth of a progressive spirit, directed towards the
future end the West. A special endeavor was made to pre-
serve the Arasbic languasge and master its classicasl litera-

ture.

FOREIGN MISSIONARIES

The Catholic French Jesult missionaries inaugurated at.
the dawn of the seventeenth century a chain of European
missionary settlements in the Levant. Though the activi-
ties of the early settlers were confined to dissemination-
of devotional books, they served to move slightly the
dormant spirit of the oppressed Arsbs under the Ottoman -
regime.

The year 1820 witnessed the arrival of the Presby-
terien American missionaries at Belrut, among whom was Eli
Smith who mede himself later very famous emong the Syrian
people as a result of his wonderful contributions to the

Aragd cultural revival.
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The Jesuits, who had returned to Beirut in 1834 after.
the suppression of their order by the Pope in 1773, ingra-
tiated themselves with the Araebs by endeavoring to revive
the Argbic literature. Thls sharpened the eyes of the
American missionaries who cared to gain equally the good:
will of the Syrisns. As a result they, in turn, set in train/
another revival of the Arabic language. Elil Smith trans-/
ferred the American printing press at Malta;l a new type
of Arabic fount was cast at Leipzig, snd all necessary
equipment was supplied. Textbooks and school manuals were:
supplied in Arabic. Thils paved the way for the rehsbili-"
tation of the Arebic language as a vehicle of thought.

The forelign missionary efforts in fostering education,
coupled with Ibraehim's state school system and the endeavors
of the local ecclesiasts, stirred the people to open schools.
From then on the spread of education progressed by leasps

and bounds.

The Catholic missionaries esteblished many schools in.
the cltles and in the mountains, but the most famous of
g1l wes the one founded at Ghazir in 1843, the reason
being that 1t was the nucleus of the present famous French -
University at Beirut. The French drive for research was -

placed at the disposal of the Syrians and helped greatly

l. Malta was the center of the American Boaerd of Control
of Forelign Missions. The first Arebic press appeared in
Constantinople in 1816 end the second in Cairo in 1822,
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in recovering the lost Arab inheritence. Parallel to that
was the estaeblishment 1n 1866 of the Syriasn Protestant
College &t Beirut by the American missionary, Daniel Bliss,
This institution, later evolving into a full-fledged and.
Justly celebrated university, played an immense part through~
1ts students and subsequent graduates in raising the level ~
of Arab cultural end national activities. It encouraged -
the use of the Arsbic language in the transmission of
knowledge and sponsored the revival of Arsbic classical
literature and poetry. Much credit is gttributed to the
American University in fostering research in Moslem studies..
The majority of the high ranks in the government and public.
service were filled by its graduates. The American faculty
supported the development of nationalistic feelings asmong -
the students, who were in most cases the 1nstigators of
manifestations against foreign rule.

The intellectual period of the middle of the nineteenth
century was dominated by two Lebanese scholars,.Nassif
Yazlji and Butrus Bustanl. Both were commissioned by the
Americans to compose manuals on a variety of subjects for
the use of schools., The former thought that the only way
t6 salvation was through the revival of the 0ld Arabic
literature. With the collaboration of E11 Smith.Butrus
Bustanl translsted the Bible. He compiled two dldtiona-
ries and an Arabic encyclopsedia of six volumes. ‘The
first political neispaper, ®Clarion of Syria® (Nafir
Suriya), was founded by him. The mein theme of his
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preaching was knowledge for he believed that enlighten-
ment fostered peace in killing fanatism and in upholding
common 1idesls.

At the instigation of both scholars the first literary-

soclety, Jemi'yat al-Adab wa-'Uloum, was founded in 1847.-

Other societies were founded after its pattern. The
®Oorientsl Soclety™ was founded by the Jesults. After the
dissolution of those two societies the "Syrien Scientific<
Soclety" (al-Jami'ysh al-'Ilmiya al-Suriya) came to the -
fore. The initiator was Ibrahim Yeziji, son of the late
Yaz1jl. The slm shifted from literature to politics and-
the main issue became the incitement of Arad feeling
against Turkish rulo.2
French and Americen missionaries were followed by.
other Europesns - British, Italian, snd Germsn.® A spresd -
of a network of schools asnd colleges took plaece. Although-
they were the main factor in ralsing the cultural stendard
of Syrie, the foreign missionaries added mischief to the.
country for in their diversity they carried with them the-
evils of international rivalries. This accurmlated sec- -
tarienism and kindled further conflicts. Though they were -
vehicles of knowledge, the European missionaries became -

instruments for politicel penetration and tools for intrigues.-

2. .Antonlus, op. cit., pp. 51-54.

3. The Germens were to have more Arabists than any other
nation in Europe. Their first-rate scholars contributed
innumerable classical works in Islamic end Arseblc studies.
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Every one of them strove to iIntroduce its own native culture-
and thus disseminate its lenguage snd idess end in so dolng
threatened to wean away young students from their own
culture. The sectarian disturbances, fostered by the
foreigners, helped to "awsken men's minds to the horrors .
of their moral stagnation and rekindle the zeal of those

who saw that at the root of the country's tribulations was

the sectarian hatred that thrives on 1gnorance.‘4

THE ARAB REVIVAL ASSUMES ITS POLITICAL ASPECT

The first orgenized effort for a national movement
was embodied in the "Beirut Secret Soclety" that was founded.
in 1875 by five former Christisn students at the Americen ’
University, whose identity was never divulged either to the’
government or to the public. Other sdherents of different v
religions jolned the society till its membership rose to
twenty-two persons. The organization was strengthened by.
the affilietion of the recently founded Masonic Lodge, -
chartered on the European pattern. Besid;;uifslcehter in /
Beirut the society had braenches in Demascus, Tripoli, and -
Sidon. Revolution against the Turkish domination and rule*
was its objective. Conspiracy spread by whisper from ear -
to ear. Inciting placards posted on the streets or
distributed by leaflets end other press dispatches for -

exciting national fervor asppeared anynomously. The agllity-

4, Antonius, op. cit., p. 59.
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and dexterity with which that was done 1s well-described
by Antonius:

Having drafted the text of an appeal they would spend

long nightly vigils making out 1nnumersble coples of it in
disgulsed hand writings. Then at an agreed hour at dead
of night, the younger members would go out, with pots of
glue 1in thelr pockets, and stick as many placards as they
found time for on the walls of the city. In the morning,
a crowd would collect sround each poster while someone
read it out loud, until the police would come, tear 1t
down, and make arrests among the innocent bystanders. S

Antonius goes on depicting in a natural way the

contents of these placards:

Thelr contents furnished a topic of hushed conversation
et private gatherings; and the members of the soclety,
carefully guarding their secret, would circulate asmong
their friends and acqualntances, take part In the discus-
sions, and inwardly note the comments .... The placards
contalned violent denunclations of the evils of Turkish
rule, and exhorted thesArab population to rise in rebel-
lion and overthrow 1it.

He sdds:

They reproached the people of Syria for thelir lethargy
under the tyranny of the Turks and for their habits of
dissension which made them a prey to European ambitions.
They stressed the importence of unity and incited the
people to sink their differences and unite against their
tyrants under the inspiration of their 'Arab pride'.”

5. Ibid., p. 80
6. Ibid.
7. Ibid., p. 83
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INTENSIFICATION OF THE NATIONALISTIC FEELINGS UNDER THE
SULTAN OF TURKEY, 'ABDEL-HAMID

tAbdel-Hamid II had been proclaimed Sultan (1876-1909)
after the compelled abdication of his e#travagant uncle
'Abdel-'Az12, who had religned gbout sixteen years. Despotic
by nature, he concealed at the beginning his potential
tyrenny by the granting of the 1876 Constitution.® He
was particulaerly bountiful with the Arabs, who were less
amenable due to their inherent love for independence and
who, besides, constituted a disturbling element because of
their budding national consciousness. He tried to appesal -
to them by bestowing on them lavish favors, thinking that -
that was the best way of winning them to his side. ' But
whérever he noticed that his policy of blandishments was
not working, he resorted ruthlessly $o cruel means of
subjection. The story of emissaries sent by him to scourge-
the Arsb world, sowing discord and provoking disturbances,:
1s disagreable to describe, as 1s his tyrannical policy in-
searching for the fomenters of conspiracy. The weight of d
his wholesale torture of Arab natlionalists made the Belrut:
Secret Society suspend its activities. ;

His disguise behind liberel 1deas 4id not last long;
he revealed his despotic nature by first suspending the -
constitution. The pretext was the Russo-Turkish War.

With the San-Stefano treaty concluded, he was free to rule -

8. Midhat Pasha was the father of the Constitution. A
liberal idealist, he served ss Grand Vizir and later as
Governor of Syria.
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as he liked. The Russian War multiplied discontent and -
intensified grievanbes because Arab recrults were levied -
to fight aliens for no cause of thelr own.

On the whole, the period of 'Abdel-Hamid was
characterized by slow and invisible manifestations of
Arab national consclousness Iin spite of the fact that the
movement of ideas made decisive strides and the seed of
Argb revival which started in Syria threw out shoots into.
other Areb countries. The Sultan's tyranny kept the Arab.
world prone except for the manifestations of the Beirut
Secret Soclety, the kindling writings of 'Abdel-Rahman
al-Kawakibi, end the influence of Najib 'Azuri in introduc-
ing tho Argb problem to Europe. The former writer was
Syrian by birth but had emigrated to Egyptg to escape the
heavy welght of the Ottoman oppression that he had tasted
while imprisoned. He hated intolerance and injustice and
belleved pasnonately in the Arab people and the restoration
to them of the leadership of Islam. His contribution to
the progress of the Arab nationglistic movement was chan--
neled through his writings in which he analyzed the
decrepitude of the Arab world and suggested for remedy the .

combating of the obscurantism of the theologians and the -

9. 8Since 1870 Egypt marched along with Syria in political
revival and evolved, besides, a nationalistic movement of
her own. The fact that it was out of 'Abdel-Hamid's reaech
made Cairo one of the centers of conspiracy and an asylum
for political writers who esmcaped from gll parts of the Arab
world where the Turkish censorship left them no way to
express their nationalistic feelings.
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ignorance of the people. In 1904, Najib 'Azuri founded ’

in Paris La Ligue de 1la Patrie Arabe. The soclety appealedj

strongly to the Arabs to join efforts and emancipate them~
selves from the Turkish yoke. Through his book Le Reveil *
de la Nation Arsbe and the publicatlion of a monthly reviewf

L'Independance Arabe he attracted the attention of Europe

to the existence of an Arab problem and thus revived the-
interest of the West in the Arsb world..

The burden of 'Abdel-Hamid's despostism welghed heavily-
not only on the Arabs but on his other subjects too, from
whom conspirators, identified as Young Turks, arose and:
sought to put an end to his cruelty. A Committee of Union
and grogresalo was formed in Salonica. It aimed at unitiﬁg
the different réces of the Empire into one nation on the
basis of equality for all. Its plotting blossomed in a
military revolution that drove 'Abdel-Hamid to grant the
people in 1908 a constitution, abolish censorship, relesse-
political prisoners end disband his enormous army of sples.ll”
Some Arebs had a hand in the revolution but they»served as-
members of the Ottoman Empire combating the Sultan's -
despotism rather than as Argbs fighting for thelr own:
freedom. Though the constitution with its various re-’

strictions and stipulations was not the real redeemer for

the Arabs, the latter joined in the general celebration

10. Henceforth referred to as the C. U. P.

11. G. P. Gooch, & H. W, V, Temperley, eds., British
Documents on the Origins of the War, 1898-1914 (London,

. V, 251, Hereafter cited as British Documents.
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and in thelr exultation they formed the Ikha sl-'Arsbi

gl-Uthmanl (Ottoman Areb Fraternity). The fraternity

almed on the one hand at the protection of the consti-
tution while preserving loyalty to the Sultan, end on the
other hand at the promotion of the welfare and equality
of the Aragbs, recognition of thelr language as an officlal
medium of communication, and observance of their customs
and ways of 11fo.12
The injustice of the elections to the new parliament
revealed the C.U.P.'s power of gerrymandering to favor the
Turks at the expense of the Arabs. Thils fact caused
dissension between the outlook of the Turks and the aspil-

rations of the Arabs and brought forth an estrangement in

their relations.

ORGANIZED EFFORTS FOR EMANCIPATION

The attempt of 'Abdel-Hamid to overthrow the C.U.P.-
caused the second Ottoman Revolution. The latter was '
headed by Mahmoud Shawkat, an Arab officer who had risen
to high renks in the Turkish army. By a joint action of '
the parliament the Sultan's deposition was pronounced and
in his place his gentle and unambltious brother Muhammad V
was proclalimed. The C.U.P., which had reassumed authority

with more tenaclty, ruled with an iron hand. The Arabs

12, Antonius, op, clt., p. 102
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suffered tremendously under the new rule and among the:

non-purely Turkish socleties the Ikha al-'Arabi- al-Uthmani -

was the first to be banned. Added to that was the appearance
of a new movement, known in history as Turanisnism. Its -
essence was the drive to assert the Turanian origins of

the Turkish people 1in the hope of regenerating the Turkish °
racé. The threat of losing thelr cultural aspirations

alarmed the Afabs. Besides, the C.U.P.'s policy of central-.
1zgtion made it obvious to the Arabs that thelr aspirations.
were totally incompatible with the Turkish plens. The v
impossibility of realizing Aradb aims by friendlj and peace-.
ful terms asserted 1tself forcefully, -

The suppression of the Ikha gl-'Arabl al-Uthmanl gave

rise to four other socleties. The ones publically recog-

nized were gl-Muntada al-Adabi (Literary Club) and Hizdb

al-Lemarkeziya al-Idariya sl-Uthmani (Ottoman Decentral-

izgtion Party). The former soclety was founded in 1909

and had 1ts headquarters at Constantinople with other
branches in some of the Arab countries. Its effect was to
strengthen the eppeal of the Arab movement. The Decentral-
ization Party was founded in 1912 in Cairo and had an
elaborate organization with representatives in several
Syrian localities. The aim was to mobilize Arab opinion

in support of decentralization and focus the attention of
the Turkish rulers on the matter. As a soclety it was
sorted out for its organized effort and concerted pressure

for home rule. The two secret socileties were the al-Qahtanlya
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and gl-Fatat. The year 1909 was the date when the former:
was founded in Constantinople by 'Aziz 'All gl-Masri, an
influential Arab officer in the Turkish army, with the
help of Salim al-Jazal'ri. Its object was to turn the
Ottoman Empire into a dual monarchy, one of which was to
be an Arab kingdom. 1Its Importance was summed up in the
fact that it made the first attempt to win over the Arabd
officers sefvinéiin the Turkish army. Eventually the
sddiety was to evolve into sn allisnce of army officers and
change 1ts name to gl-Ah'ad. The second secret society,
al-Fatat (Young Arab), was initiated in Paris in 1911 by
seven Moslem students but was shifted to Belirut two years
later and then established itself firmly in Damascus. It
worked for the liberation and independence of the Arab
countries. The determining part 1t played was unparalleled
in the history of Arsb national movement.ld
At the disgulsed instigation of al-Fatat the first
Areb Congress was held in Paris in the summer of 1912.~
Ab;ﬁt ninety hémbers of all creeds assembled there. Their
deliberations proceeded in French and the sessiéns were
open to the public. Moderation characterized their.
decisions for they demanded decentralization and not ‘¢
secession from the Ottoman Empire. Emphasis was put on |
their claim to equal political rights end especlally to a,
share in edministering the affalirs of the Empire. They |

150 Ibido ppo 108"12
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required that Arabic be recognized in the Ottoman Parlia-:
ment and considered the officlial medium of expression in ’
the Argb countries, MNMilitary service was to be regionsal
in the Arab areas except in cases of extreme emergency..
The French version of the above deliberstions reads as
follows:

1. Il importe d'etablir dans chacun des vilayets syriens
et arabes un regime décentralisateur approprie a ses
besoins et a ses aptitudes.

2. Il importe d'asssurer aux arabes ottomans l'exercise
de leurs droits politiques en rendant effective leur
participation a 1'administration centrale de 1'Empire.

3. La langue arabe/doit etre reconnue su Parlement
Ottoman et considérée comme officielle dans les pays

syriens et arabes.

4, Le service militaire sera regional dans, 1les vilayets

syriens et arabes, en dehors des cas d'extreme necéssite.l?

The response of the C.U.P. to the deliberations of -
the Areb Congress was hostile gt first but suddenly
changed to a deceptive diplomatic approach. A Turkish -
emissary was sent to Paris to negotiate with the Arab .
representatives for a mutual understanding. Loaded with .
alluring promises, he succeeded in concluding an agree-
ment with them. A small group of the Areb representatives,
who travelled to Constantinople to press their gains home,
were shocked to find out that the Ottoman Government was
not ready to concede to the Arabs gll what they were
promlsed by the Turkish emlssary at Paris.

14. British Documents, X, part II, 826
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Fallure was also the fate of the Arab Committee of
Reform. This was a group of influential Arsb nationalists
who were working for the autonomy of the Arsb countries
within the frame of the Ottoman Empire. In the winter of
1913 the Committee published its scheme of home rule. The
warm acclamation that 1t received from the people of Beirut
prompted the C,U.P., who was hostile to the thought of
decentallization, to order the dissolution of the Committee.
The fallure of the Paris Congress and the Belrut agitation
hardened the Arab will to freedom and embittered their
feelings which caused them to flare iInto open protest
egainst the Turkish rule during the first World War.



CHAPTER II
WORLD WAR I AND ARAB NATIONALISM

ARAB BRITISH NEGOTIATIONS

Sharif Hussain ibn'Alil, a descendant of the Prophet,
was appointed in 1908 as Grand Sharif of Mecca by the
Committee of Union end Progress. However, since the
Committee had embarked on the policy of Tursenlanism, a
policy which was opposed to the movement of Ottomanlsm
and consequently to the fostering of Arab nationsl interests,
the relaetionship between the C.U.P. and the Grand Sharif
took on an unfriendly aspect. This feeling led to a
design on the part of the Committee to dispose of the
Shaerif, a movement which, later when it became known,
spread seeds of revolt in the He jaz. The Sharif's son,
'Abdalleh, who was gt that time a deputy in the Ottoman
Parliement, epproached Lord Kitchner;l then British Consul-
Genersl in Egypt, in order to test the pulse of Britain's
attitude® toward the Arsb world. At first Lord Kitchner
refused to teke a definite stand on the issue. However,

he reconsidered lster the situation and he began to think

1. British Documents, X, part II, 827-30

v

2. Britain waes interested in the Near East becsause it
formed a part of the continuous 1life line to Indis. At the -
dawn of World War I she had already occupied the 1slands

of Perim, Socotra, Kuria Muriae, and made of Aden at Bab
al-Mandeb a British base, Furthermore, she had acquired
influence over the Arebian countries eslong the Red Sea

by concluding with them treaties of friendship.



32

of extending British influence from the port of Acre in:

Palestine to the Persian Gulf and making of the rest of:

the Arab world a confederstion, friendly toward England®

to stem the progressive tide of Germsn penetration3 in the'

Near East. l
At the outbregk of World War I Lord Kitchner was

appointed to the position of Foreign Secretary in the

British Cabinet and his place of Consul=Genersl in Cairo

was tsken by Ronald Storrs, former Oriental Secretary in

Egypt. The gravity of the situation as a result of the

war was such as to compel the new British Foreign Secretary

to instruct Storrs to make overtures to Sharif Hussaln for

the purpose of reaching an understanding on the Arab question.

The latter first sought the oplnion of his two sons, Felsal

and 'Abdallsh. Then, after checking on the attitude of the

other Argb leaders, he effirmed his willingness to come

to such an understanding with Greast Britain. Lord Kitchner,

3. "Drang nach Osten" waga new orientation in German
forelgn policy. Seeing in Asla Minor a potential field .
for colonizgtion, Germeny indulged in fostering the Islamic
policy of 'Abdel-Hamid in order to gain his friendship.

The first step she took was to send a German military
mission in 1883 to moddrnize the Turkish army. This was
followed by the economic invasion that started with the
reilway concession from Haidar Pasha (on the Bosphorus) to
Konia (1888-96) and to the Persian Gulf (Baghdad Rallway).
For the latter enterprise Kalser Wilhelm II went himself to
Turkey in 1898. The construction of the Camascus=-Medina
rallway was also entrusted to German englineers. 'Abdel-
Hamid's grent of favors to Germany wes prompted by his
desire to have a defender in the Council of Europe end his
embition to see the Arab world knit together by a system

of cormunicsation that would facilitate the dissemination

of his Pan-Islamic policy and thus strengthen his hold on
his empire.
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in his reply, gave assurance that England would support
the Aragbs in thelr endeavor to secure freedom and glso that
she would beck Sharif Hussain in the event he should be
procleimed Celiph. British support, however, wes based on
the condition that the Arabs ally themselves to Britain
against Turkey.? In the neme of his father, 'Abdallsh
committed the Arabs to an unavowed glliance with Englend,
with the stipulation that no action could be tgken until
the time was suiteble. Thus, Turkey's entry into World War I -
introduced the Areb question to the politicsl arena of
Europs.

Amir Felssgl, the elder of Sharif Hussain's sons, was
a member of the secret socleties of gl-Ah'ged and gl-Fatat.
These socleties, which wielded considersble influence among
the Arabs, constituted a school of thought which maintained
that secession of the Arab countries from the Ottoman Empire
was the only reasl method of gaining their independence. But -
the fear that some Europeasn nations might have designs to -
teke over the Arab countries if they seceded from Turkey
held el-Ah'sd and gl-Fatat in check. The main reason that-
made the Arabs hesitant to tske revolutionary action and
fo”obpose the Turks was the fear that they might be simply
sﬁbstituting one oppressive ruler for another.

Amir Feisal's disclosure to both secret societies of

Lord Kitchner's overtures was the primary stimulus for .

4. British Documents, X, part II, 831-32




the "Damascus Protocol™ that was later issued. This
protocol defined the conditions for the cooperation of the
Argb leaders with Grest Britsain against Turkey. Britain
was promised a defensive slliance and economic preference *
in the projected Arasb state in return for her help to the -
Arsbs in obtaining thelr freedom and independence and
abolishing all concessions that had been granted to
foreigners. The conflnes of the future Arsb state were
delineated as follows:
North: The line Mersin-Adana to parallel 37°N. and thence
along the line Birejik-Urfa-Mardin-iidiat-Jazirat
(Ibn 'Umar)-Amadia to the Persian frontier;

East: The Persian frontier down to the Persian Gulf;

South: The Indian Ocean (with the exclusion of Aden,
whose status was to be maintained);

West: The RedSSea and the Mediterranean Sea back to
Mersin.

That 1s the whole of the Arabian Peninsula and all of what
is now Iraq, Palestine, Transjordan, and Syrla, running
up to the borders of Persia on the east and slightly into
the present Turkish state on the north.

The outbreak of the war prompted Britain to declare .
Egypt a British protectorate and to place it under martial:
law. Sir Henry MacMshon was sppointed High Commissioner
of Egypt and the Sudan in January, 1915. It was to him

that Sharif Hussaln sent a copy of the Damascus Protocol.

5. Antonlus, op. cit., p. 157
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This was the first of the four official letters and their
answers that are known in history as the "Hussain-Mac-
Mshon Correspondence™. This exchange of letters lasted
from July 1915 to January 1916. In his second reply to
Sharif Hussain's letter in which the latter had refused

to meke any promises until all of the conditions which he
had 1aid down had been accepted Sir Henry MacMahon agreed
to meet all of these conditions without qualification. The
pledges entered into by the Sharif and the High Commissioner
of Egypt incorporated all of the conditions set forth in
the Damascus Protocol and also the promise made in regard
to the Caliphate. Furthermore, it 1s important to note,
in the 1light of later events that were to teke place in
Palestine, that in the correspondence between the Sharif
of Mecca and Sir Henry lacMahon the latter made no attempt
to define what was meant by the Arab world which was to
constitute the independent Arsb state but accepted with
some exceptions the definition given by Sharif Hussain:
The two districts of Mersina and Alexandria and portions
of Syria lying to the west of the districts of Damascus,
Homs, Hama, and Aleppo cannot be sald to be purely Aradb
and should be excluded from the 1limits demanded.

With the above modification and without prejudice to our
existing treaties with Arab chlefs, we accept those limits.

As for those regions lying within those frontiers wherein
Great Britaln 1s free to act without detriment to the
interests of her glly, France, I am empowered in the name
of the Government of Great Britain to give the following
reply to your letter:

Subject to the above modifications, Great Britain 1s
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prepared to recognize and support the independence of the
Argbs 1n all the regions within the limits demasnded by
the Sharif of Mecca.

With regard to the vilayets of Baghdad and Basra, the
Argbs will recognnize that the established position and
interests of Great Britaln necessitate special adminis-
trative arrangements in order to secure these territories
from forelgn aggression, to promote the welfare of the
local population snd to safeguard our mutusl economic
interests.

Thus, the exceptions concerned the north coastal region
and some parts of Iraq. French interests were involved
in the former area while those of Britain were at stake
in the latter. It was proposed that the area in Iraq be

placed under both British and Argb administration.

THE ARAB REVOLT

The Arsbs were not fully prepared by June 1916 and’
Sharif Hussaln had not yet given up hils cautious policy of’
trying to find the right time for stricking when the blame.
for starting the revolt could be put on Turkey. All of a’
sudden a German expedition under Von Stotzingen attempted
to start a new theater of operations against the Allies in
south Arabia. This prompted the Sharif of Mecca to wage
prematurely the revolt in the He jaz and to follow 1t one
month later by a proclamation to all Arebs and Moslems

explaining his action and sppealing to them to follow his

6. Royal Institute of International Affairs, Great Britain
end Palestine, 1915-45: Information Papers No. 20 (London,
1946), App. i, p. 145. Hereafter cited as K.I.I.A, Great
Britain and Palestine.
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step.

The news of the Arab revolt caused stupor in Germany
and Turkey where the Governments tried very hard to screen
the news from the public. At the same time Ah'mad Jamal
Pasha,’ Ottomsn Governor of Syria and Commander in Chief of
the Turkish forces in the Arab world, was making wholesale
arrests and executions. His rage was intense and the
martial law that was at hls dispossal served him well in
punishing all those whom he thought gullty of anti-Ottoman
feelings.

British and French missions eatablished themselves in
Jedda during the summer of 1916. Sir Reginald Wingate,
former Governor of the Sudan, was made Commander-in-Chief
of operations in the He jaz and was entrusted with the
responsibility of coordinating the various activities of
the Allied missions. Among the numerocus contributions of
non-Arab individuals to the Allled cause in the Arab revolt
were those of Lieutenant-Colonel C.C. Wilson and T.E.
Lewrence. The former was British agent who served as an
Intermedlary between Sharif Hussaln and the British authori-

tles in the Sudan and Egypt. Lawrence was a British

7. A prominent member of the C.,U.P,, Jamal Pasha was
previously the Minister of Marine in the Ottoman Cabinet,
a position which he left for the attempt to liberate

Egypt from the British. Hls offensive was launched in
February, 1915, As he was defeated he returned to Syrla
where he became governor for three years and made Damascus
his headquarters. He was endeavoring to bring the Arabs
to support Turkey and the Moslems to cooperate in the
European War in order to save the Ottoman Empire.
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plonesr who went to Argbla for a visit and finished by
Playing a major part as an ally to the Argbs in thelr
revolt.

The revolt in the Hejaz spread and became a major
conflict, Each of the Sharif's sons, Felsal, 'Abdallsh,
and 'Al1l, headed a division. While 1t was at first that
the rising had started in Madina, this city actually
remained in the hands of the Turks till the end of the war
because, belng s holy place, the Moslem Arabs refrained
from bombarding it. From the He jaz the Turks were driven
to Wajh in the north of Arabla where their countrymen were
belng pushed back from the west. Sir Archibald Murray
succeeded in driving the Turks back to the confines of
Palestine, but his unsuccessful attacks on Ghaza in March
ana April of 1917 resulted in his recall. Heading a
British-Arab combination of troops, the new General, Edmund
Allenby, launched a vigorous attack on Palestine and by
the end of October 1917 he had liberated all Syria. The
joj of freedom experienced in Damascus at the evacuation -
of the Turkish troops 1s described dramatically by Antoniuss
Dgmascus was In a frenzy of joy and gave 1tself wholly to
its emotion. A population famed for the vigor of its
impulses outdid itself in a riot of delirious thanksgiving.
It seemed as though the sufferings of the four hideous
years, sharpening the clty's capaclty to feel, had intens-

1fied its passion and that the nightmare of Jemal's
tyranny had quickened its instincts.8

8. Antonius, op. cilt., p. 237
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The Arab revolt had helped the Allies in many ways. -
It servéd to divert Turkey's attention and to sever her
relatlions with her garrisons in Argbia. It barred access-
of Germany and Turkey to the surrounding waters of Arabia
and thus secured a safe navigation for Allied traffic. -
Dr. D.G. Hogarth expressed his eppreciation of the value
of the revolt to the Allied cause by saying: "Had the revolt -
never done anything else than frustrate that comblined march .
of Turks and Germans to southermn Arabia in the spring of

1916 we should owe i1t more than we have pald to this day."g’

PLEDGES AND COUNTER-PLEDGES

As the war proceeded the Entente Powers became °*
increasingly interested in the prospect of the dismember-*
ment of the Ottoman Empire. To define thelr respective .
zones of influence and delimit thelr planned territorial
scqulsitions in the Near-East they concluded among them-
selves various treaties which they kept secret.

The Sykes-Picot Agresement: The Sykes-Picot agreement *

was concluded in May, 1916, between George Picot, former -
French Consul-General at Beirut, and Sir Mark Sykes,
British student of Eastern affairs. Both drew up a scheme"
in which they sellocated to France and to Britain certaln.
coveted parts of the Ottomen Empire and submitted the draft

to the Tsarist Government for aspproval. The latter

9. D. G. Hogarth, "Mecca's Revolt agalnst the Turk," The
Century, 100:3 (July, 1920), p. 411
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recognized, subject to certain restrictions, the arrange-.
ment between Great Britaln and France. Accordingly, the-
Levant was to be divided into two spheres of influence:
France was to have the "Blue Zone™ - including Syria, the
vilayet of Mosul and Cilicis (south Anatolia) - within
which the "A-area"™ - conmsisting of the territory east to
Aleppo, Hama, Homs, and Damascus as well as the vilayet
of Mosul - was to form an independent Arab state. Britailn,
on the other hand, was to have the "Red Zone“ - comprising
Iraq (with the exception of Mosul), Transjordan, end the
ports of Halfa and Acre with a strip of hinterland - within
which the "B-area™ - consisting of Trans jorden and the
center of Iraq - was to become an independent Arsb state.
The Holy Places in and around Jerusalem were to be
entrusted to an international regime.lo
As the Bolsheviks came into power and published all.
the secret documents into which the Tsarist Government
of Russis had entered, the terms of the Sykes-Picot .
agreement were revealed to the Arabs through the Turks.-
This disclosure disturbed the confidence of the Arab world’
in Britain; however, Sharif Hussain refused the Turkish -
offer for conciliation and referred the matter to the .
British Foreign Office for clarification. The latter '

gave a misleading presentation of the character and scope

10. H. W. V. Temperley, ed., A History of the Peace Confer-
ence of Paris (London, i924): V1, 16. Requoted from the
Manchester Guardian, Jan. 19, 1918. Hereafter cited as
Harold Temperley, Peace Conference of Paris.
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of the agreement and reaffirmed that Great Britain, in
accordance with her former pledge, would stand by the Arabs
in their struggle for liberation and assist them in obtain-
ing their independence. Thus, the reply evaded the 1ssue
but reassured Hussain, who had great faith in the falr
dealing of Britain, of the good intentions of England
towards the Arab world.

/

The Balfour Declaration: The Great War presented an‘

occasion for Dr. Chaim Weizmann and a group of Zionist “
leaders to start a movement in England in an effort to
enlist the sympathy of the British Government towards °
their cause. They issued a program in which they made
clear that if Great Britain would help them realize their
aspirations for establishing a homeland in Pslestine they.
.would.give her priority, economic and political, in their:
projected state. By that time Britain was starting to
be disturbed by the repercussions of the Sykes-Picot .
agreément. The desert in the Sinal Peninsule had proved:
surmountaeble in the war, and she thought that a buffer
state made of Palestine would protect the Suez Canal and ;
Egypt from any venturous attack from the northwest. "~
Furthermore, she sympathized with the Jewish case from a -
humanitarian point of view.

Arthur J. Balfour, then Foreign Secretary in the
British Government, together with Dr. Welzmann had a
determining partiin the negotiations between the Zionist

Organization and the British Government which were carried
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throughout the Summer of 1917. These culminated in the *
so-called Balfour Declaration, a letter containing the
decislons of the British Government and conveyed, in

November, 1917, to Lord Edmond de Rothschild:

His Majesty's Government view with favor the establishment
in Palestine of a Natlional Home for the Jewish People, and
will use their best endeavors to faclilitate the achleve-
ment of this object, 1t being clearly understood that
nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and
religious rights of existing non-Jewish Communities in
Palestine or the rights and politicsl status enjoyed by

the Jews 1n any other country.

This was another instance that annoyed Sharif Hussaln -
and shook the confidence of the Argbs in Britain. Upon the -
Sharif'!'s demand of the British authorities for an expla-
nation of the Balfour Declaration, Commander D.G. Hogarth,
a British official in the Arab Buregu at Cairo, was
dispatched to Arabla in January, 1918. His purpose was |
to assure Sharif Hussaln that Jewish settlement in Palestine
would only be allowed as far gs it would be consistent
with the political and economic freedom of the Areb popu=
letion. He was, further, to reaffirm the determination :
of the Entente Powers to give the Arabs full opportunity -

to once again form a nation:

His Majesty's Government are determined that In so far as
1s competible with the freedom of the existing population,
both economic and political, no obstacle should be put in
the way of the reslizstion of the asplrations of Jews to
return to Palestine.

The Entente Powers are determined thet the Arab race shall
be given full opportunity of once again forming a nation
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in the world. This csn only be achieved by the Arabs them-
selves uniting, and Great Britain and her Allies will
pursue a policy with this ultimate unity in view.ll

Jamal Pasha, taking advantsasge of the shaken Arab
confidence in Britain, tried to reincorporate the Arab
countries into the Turkish Empire by eppesling to their
common religion as a basis for their unity. Great Britailn,
espprehensive of this gesture, sent a formsl note in February,
1918, signed by J.R. Bassett, Acting British Agent at Jedda,
in which she reiterated in general terms her pledge in
regard to the liberation of the Arab people.lz

The Declaration to the Seven: In the Spring of the --

year 1918, when the feelings of the Arabs towards Britain -
were enraged by the gppearance of the Balfour Declaration -
end the disclosure of the Sykes-Picot Agreement, seven
unidentified Arabs, domiciling in Cairo, drew up in concerted:
action a statement in the form of a memorandum eddressed -
to the Eritish Government. In this memorandum they
requested a cleer and comprehensive definition of Great.
Britain's pollcy with regard to the future of the Arab °
countries as a whole. The enswer from London, in June 1918,
confirmed England's previous pledges to the Arabs in plainer
language than in any former public utterance and stated, in

addition, that the "principle of the consent of the governed" -

11. R.I.I.A., Great Britein and Palestine, App. i, p. 147

12. Antonius, op. cit., App. C, pp. 431-32
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was to be the baslis on which those pledges would rest:

In regard to areas in Arabla which were free and independent
before the outbresk of the war and to other Arab areas
emancipated from Turkish control by the action of the

Argbs themselves during the present war, it is the wish

end desire of His Majesty's Government that the future
government of these regions should be based upon the
principle of the consent of the governed. This policy

has and will continue to have the support of His Majesty's
Government.

In regard to areas formerly under Ottoman dominion end .
occupied by the Allied forces during the present war, 1t

1s the wish end desire of His Majesty's Government that the
oppressed people of these aress should obtain their freedom
and independence, and towards the schievement of this

object His Majesty's Government continue to labour.l3

The Anglo-French Declarstion: At the beginning of

October, 1918, the Syriaens hoisted the Arab flag in Beirut,
displeying Arab sovereignty in the name of Amir Felsal.

The French, who regarded Syria as thelr future zone of
influence, reacted bitterly to the Areb action. Under the
pressure of a French protest the British Government notifiled
General Allenby to denounce the independent Araeb proceeding
and to order the removal of the fleg. Thls gesture aroused "
a feellng of violence on the part of the public, a feeling
which wes accentuated by mutiny in the ranks of the army.

In order to caelm the turmoll occasioned by the incident of
the hauling down of the Arab flsg, the French, together with
the British Government, 1ssued a declaration assuring publicly

the solidarity of the Allied Powers in thelr attitude toward

13. R.I.I.A., Grest Britein end Palestine, App. 1, p. 149
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Arab independence. They reiterated their i1denticael aims
of seeing all populations under the Turkish rule liberated
and sble to set up national governments under the principle
of self determination. In addition, they reaffirmed their
readiness to assist in establishing such governments and‘
to be the first to recognize them once they were organized::
The object aimed at by France and Great Britaein in '
prosecuting in the East the war let loose by the ambition
of Germeny is the complete and definite emancipsation of

the peoples so long oppressed by the Turks and the
establishment of natlional governments and edministrations
deriving their guthority from the initistive and free
choice of the indigenous populations.

In order to carry out these intentions France and Great
Britain are st one in encoursging and assisting the
estgblishment of indigenous governments and administraetions
in Syria and Mesopotamia, now liberated by the Allles, and
in the territories the liberation of which they sre

engaged in securing, and recognizing these as soon as
they are actually esteblished.l4

POST-WAR SETTLEMENTS v
In spite of the fact that the emancipation of the -

Argbs from the Turkish yoke during the first World War was
due to their own efforts, except for the help they received
from Britain in Aden and Iraq, thelr countries continued
efter the war to be under the occupation of British troops.-
The provisionel srrasngements to which the Arab countries

hed been subjected during the war seemed to have become

final settlements. This was true of Iraq which was treated

as a single administrative unit with a British civil

14. Ibid., p. 150



46

commlissioner gt its head. The same was also true of Syrisa
which was divided into three zones j; the South (Palestine),
the East (interior of Syria), and the West (Lebanon and
the Syrisn segboard). Each of these sress constituted a
separste sdministrative unit.l5

The Pegce Conferences Amir Felsal was the representativev

of the Arab world at the Paris Conference. There he met
considerasble resistance from France, who endeavored constant-
ly to hinder him from presenting the full Arab cause to the
Conference. In splite of that he succeeded in pleading for
Argb rights in the name of the principle of self-determi-
nation, the Arab contribution to the war, and the various
Anglo-French pledges for the gurarantee of Arab independence.
"He pleaded for the independence of all the Arab countries,
urging that together they formed a raeciasl and economic

w16 Nevertheless, France and Britain gave no sign of .

unit.
promise fof fulfilling their pledges to the Arabs but, on °
the contrary, they seemed determined to keep their hand on
the Near East.

The Genersgl Syrian Congress: Meanwhile, Felsal return-.

ed to Damascus spprehensive, yet discreet, and it was
exactly his reticense that made some Arab leaders and the -

members of the Areb Independence Party move for the

15. Under the Ottoman rule as typified by 'Abdel-Hamid's
regime the Levant was divided into three vilesyets - Aleppo,
Beirut, and the East (including what is now Trans jordan) -
end two sanjagqs - Lebanon and Jerusalem,

16. Harold Temperley, Peace Conference of Paris, VI, 145
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convening of an All-Arab Congre§§: The large number of
people that participated directly and indirectly in the
congress represented practically every politicel, religious,
and soclal sections of Arasb soclety. As s result of this~
widespread participation the representaetives felt author--

1zed to 1ssue the following resolutions:

1. Recognition of the independence of Syria including
Pglestine as a soverelign state with the Amir Felsel as
King; recognition of the independence of Iraq.

2. Repudiation of fhe Sykes-Plcot Agreement and the
Balfour Declaration and of any plan for the partition of
Syria or the creation of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine.

3. Rejection of the political tutelage implied in the
proposed mandatory system; but acceptance of foreign
assistence for a 1limited period provided it did not
conflict with national independence and unity, preference
being given to Americen or - falling America - to British
assistance.l7

4, Rejection of French assistance in any form.

‘The King-Crane Commission: At the suggestion of Amir

Feisal, who rejoined the conference st Paris, and with the.
gssistance of President Wilson of the United States, a
commission representing the Allied Powers was to be set up
and authorized to visit Syria in order to ascertain the
wishes of the people relative to thelr political fate.

This ection was sponsored by President Wilson in an attempﬁ
to fulfill the stipulation in Article 22 of the Covenant !
of the League of Nations which steted that the wishes of -

cerfain communities formerly belonging to the Turkish

17. Antonius, op. cit., pp. £293-94
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Empire should be a principsl consideration in the selection
of the mandatory powers. Anticipating the results of such -
a pleblscite and reallizing that thelr imperislistic aims

in the Near East would not be satisfied, France and Britain
tried one subterfuge after another in order to prevent the
formation of the commission. President Wilson stood firm
on his decision and finally insisted on sending two
American representatives - Dr. Henry C. King, President of
Oberlin College, and Mr., Charles K. Crane - to examine
public opinion of the Arabs in the Levant in regard to
their future politicsl status. Thelir inquiry on the spot
brought recommendetions the gist of which is contalned in
the following:

1. ... whatever foreign sdministration ... 1s brought

into Syria, should come in ... 8s a Mandatory under the
League of Nations with the clear consciousness that 'the
well-being and development'of the Syrian people form for

it a 'sacred trust'.

2. «.. the unity of Syria be preserved, in accordance
with the earnest petition of the great majority of the
people of Syria.

3. +.¢ Syria be placed under one mandatory Power, as the
natural way to secure real and efficlent unity.

4, ... Amir Felsal be made hesed of the new united Syrian
State.

5. <.. Serious modification of the extreme Zionist
progremme for Palestine...18

They recommended, in addition, that the mandete for Syria

18. R. W. Baker, Woodrow Wilson and World Settlement
(N.Y., 1922), II, 205-19. Requoted from Editor and Publish-
er, Dec. 2, 1922
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gnd Palestine should go to the United States. In case the
latter failed to accept such a responsibility the second
choice would go to Great Britsin. Furthermore, France
wes to be given no choice for assuming the mandatory
responsibility over Syria and Palestine. As to Iraq tke
two American representatives recommended that the country
should be united under one Arab sovereign to be chosen by
the people.19

The King-Crane report was pizeon-holed, kept secret
end ignored. As a matter of fact, it was not made public
til1 1922,

The Arab Declaration of Syrian and Irasqisn Independence:

For a while the relations between Britain and France became
strained. To save expenses the former 4did not want to keep
her troops in Syria since she was not interested in that
reglon. France, on the other hand, realizing her unpopular-
ity among the Arabs, expected of Britain to continue
policing Syria until the right time came for the French to
take over. To solve the tension between the British and
the French Lloyd George invited Amir Felsal to give his
opinion as to the substitution of French for British

troops in Syria. At first he protested, but when matters
evolved to the point that he had to deal directly with
Clemenceau, Amir Feisal proved complaisant for the sake of

avoiding hostilities between the French and the Arabs. Ee

19. 1Ibid.
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