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Ghapter 1
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

The account of the life, 1deas, and writings of Pleter Oor-
nelis Plookhoy (1620%=1700%) has never been told in its entirety.
Many of the facts here assembled have heretofore been unknown.

His life encompasses activities in three countries of the 17th
contury—the Setherlands, England, and America. In the Hether-
lands he was in several ways a typieal produet of $he "Golden
Age" in which he lived. In other ways he was 80 diltiﬁct that
scholars have doubted the authenticity of his Dutoh background.

In Puritan England his 1deas found the greatest fruition and
expression. He was compelled, however, to leave England after
the Restoration of Charles II in 1660. His untiring hope to
realise the best possible ecommnity culminated in the establish-
ment of a small Datch settlement on the Delaware in New Nether-
land in 1663. The colony, which he dreamed would grow and develop
into the ideal commonwealth of love and equality, was destroyed
scarcely a year later in the war for supremacy in the New World
between Lolland and Englanmd. An aotive career of reform--poli-
tical, soclial, and religious--seemingly came %o an abrupt end in
the sparsely populated Dutch province, autoeratically administered
and interested chiefly m the profit motive. Such a society had
little interest in utoplans who sought the extinection of dicta-
torial rule, slavery, and the ills of an ultra-capitalistic system.
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Thirty years later FPlookhoy, with his wife, appealed to the ear-
ly settlers at Germantown, Pemnsylvania, for aid. The reformer
was old, penniless, and blind. "A painful refleetion," wrote
Ednard Bernstein, Germsn socialish, "that so gifted a man should

1 -
fare so poorly.”

It 18 largely to Muropean scholars that we owe the histori-
cal acoount of Plockhay 's endeavors in Holland and England.
They established his authorship of two English writings published
in lLondon in 1669 and signed simply Peter Gornelius. Several
possible authors were considered including ons High Peters, who
had written in & similar vcin,z and another Abraham Vap AXkeren,
who had falsely ¢laimed the diltinction.a Xt whan the colonisation
Frospectus which Flockhoy published in Amsterdam under the $itle,
Koxt en klaer ontwerp (Brief and concise plan), was discovered,
the Project described was found to be identiocal with that embodied
in the second English writing, A Way Brovounded %o Make the Mor

in theos and otler Natims Fappy.... Flockhoy, it was further

1 Bivard Bernstein, Soglaliemms upd Demokratie in der Grossen Epgli-
~ (Stuttgart, 1922), p. 290. Bernstein was

achen
father of the Revisionist movement in Germany at the turn of the
century. Hs work contains a chapter on Flockhoy (Ghapter V).

2 Ibid., p. 274n. Peters' authorship of A ¥ay Propounded was
suggested by George Thommson, 17th eemtury book collector, who
wrote: "I believe this pamphlet was made by Mr. Hugh Pooters,
who bath a man nmamed Cornelius Glover." See, Gatalogue of the

Books, Newwpapers, and Mamuscripts Relating o the Civil War,
and Remtoration, Collegted by Gaorze ’
1640-1661, II. (London: The British imseum, 1908), pp. 235-6.

3 H R G. Quack, Beolden en Grospen. (Amsterdam: Van Kampen &
Zoon, 1892, pp. 240-2. Qmack, the principal authority on Floek-
hoy in Holland, states that a Dateh publication of 1688 under
the name of Akkeren was “from the beginning to the end” a
pPlagiarised translation of Plockhoy's, A Way Eropoupded. See
Gapter VI, A . 4






discovered, had petitionsd Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector of
England dnring the Interregmum, to sponsor another of his reform
schemes, which sought to establish Ciristendom as a universal
state under a single magistracy. It was published under the

title, The May to the Feaco ond Setiloment of these Nations fully
Alacovered.... Plookhoy had signed the English writings, "Beter

Cormelius" since the Dutch were accustomed to use the patronymie
after ths.an'iatian name with entire ommission of the :urmme.4
The presence of FPlockhoy in colonial America has been treated
by few American hiltoﬂam.s This is especially unfortunate since
his writings include a fowrth, comprising 117 articles of asso-
ciation and government for his settlement, which were anonymoasly
rablished as part of the EKort Verhael van Hiquw Nederlants...
(Brief Accomnt of New Netherlands), The articles, which John
Romeyn Brodhead placed "among the moa$ extraordimry of the early
momorials of American ec;lonintim,'fs define a system of popular
government. Brodhead had, in fact, discovered the docwment in
Holland as he was searching for all extant materials relative $o

‘he history of colonial New York. He and Edmund Burke O'Gallaghan,

4 J. Franxlin Jameson, ed., Narratives of New lNetherland, 1609-
1664. (New York, 1909), pref. Flockhoy had, incidentally,
¢manged his mame on 2 later edition to "Peter Coruelis-son.”

5 Bdward Chamning included a brief statemant of Plockhoy’s utopian

ideas in his work, A Higptory of iha United 3tates, IL (New
York: The Macmillan Company, 1908), p. 412.

6 J. Bomeyn Brodhead, History of the State of New Jork. (New York:
‘Harper & Brothers, 1874), p. 698. TFor idenmtification of the
authorship, see Appendix A,
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who translated most of these records, were the first to ascribe
authorship of the articles to Flockhoy.

Interest in the reformer has been revived in several recent
studies. In England Wilhelm Schenk attempted to place FPlockhoy
in his proper perspective in the history of England during the
Interregmm, His work, The Qoncern for Sogial Justice in the
Poritan Revolntion (london, Longmans, Green and 0o., 1948) eon-
taine a sympathetic éccount.. In America the most recent histori-
oal work to include an account of FPlockhoy's American settlement,
however eursory, is Ellis lawrence Haesly's, Ryrirait of New
Netherlanl (Sew York, Columbla University Press, 1945). lono-
graphs by Irvin Horstv and leland lla.rder8 bave published more
regemtly discovered mater tals.

Bernstein points out that Flookhoy's reform was primrily
social, that his religims argumnts wers ucomi.».ry.9 Plockhoy
wrote, in fagt, tat religion in practice was an activity “with
which the society in general is not concerned. 'flo Several socio-
logiocal writers lave been interested in the loéiologioal nature

11
of Flockhoy's 1deas. None knew, howsver, from whence the ideas

7 Irvin Horst, "Flatar Cormeliss Flookhoy: An Apostle of the Golle-
glants,” Menpopite Quarterly Raview XXIIL (July 1949) pp. 161-86.

8 leland &;.rder, "Plockhqy anl his Settlement at haanendaol, 1663,"
Delaware Higtory III, (March 1949) pp. 138-55. Reprinted in '
Momnonite Suartorly Review XXIII. (July 1949) pp. 186-99.

9 Ednard Bernstein, gp,cit., p. 215.

10 Kort en klaer ontwarp (no yagimatiom).

11 Hotably, Ernest Troeltsch, Iha Sacial Teaching of the Christian
Smrch. (londom, 1931), II, p. 712, pp. 976-6; and Harry V.
laidler, Jogial-Ecopomig Movoments, (New York: Thomss Y.
Growell Go., 1945), p. 42n.
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This study embodies two related although distinct types
of sociologioal endeavour. It is a study in the field of social
thought and attempts to give an hisgtorical interpretation of the
ideas of a representative social thinker. It is also a study
of social idealism, of the relation between ideals and social
progress. Behind the utopian dream is the belief that society
ia capable of improvement and ¢an be reformed in accordance with
a ratiomsl ideal. FPlockhoy was first and foremost a social reform-
er. A social reformer is an individual who has a conception of
social improvement embodied in definite agencies of social change
and who attempts to subject those agencies to immediate practical
utility.

Ths materials concerning FPlockhoy pertain in most part either
to his socialis$ic writings or to local history in Delaware. IRurt
of the marit tiat can be hoped from this study lies in the fact
that 1t is the first, to the writer's knowledge, which attempts
%o give a definitive treatment of an integrated mature which con-
silders mot only his writings and ideas bus also his colonisation
work in English apd American history. The materials for this
study were gathered in several ways. Rragtically nome of the
secondary sources used were available in local libraries. Some
were found in the historical libraries of Goshen College (Goshen,
Indiana) and Bethel College (Morth Newton, Kansas)e-liemmmite
mtitnﬂonl. Others were bdrrowod from lai'gor librarioa on an
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inter-1ibrary loan. In several cases microfilm of the pertin-
ent pages of a work was obtained. KNumerous letters requesting
information pertaining to sources of material were sent to
libraries, historical societies, and individunals, in five differ-
ent cmntriu.lz In this way only was it possible to gather
specific data and locate original editions of the writings, which
were obtained on photostat or mierofilm.

This atudy is arranged in two parts. GChapters I1-IV contain
a biographieal prevue and reveal the historical origin of most of
the ideas of Flookhoy. @hapter II defines the ratiomlistic-
pietistic movements with which he was conmected in his miive
Notherlands, Ghapter III concerns him in England where he pub-
lished his schemes for the establishmemt of & wniversal Ghristen-
dom and the 1little commmnities designed for the relief of the
economically oppressed peoples. Attemptis made to relate the
ideas inherent in his social reform preogram to similar notions
among the Puritan reformers. Ohapter IV describes the organim-
$ion, negotiatims, and planting of Plockhoy's settlement on the
Melaware in New Netherlamd. Although the pm wag similar in the
jrimry respests to the previous schome, there are several inno-
vations, the origin of which are easily discernible as rrotests
to the political echaracter of the Dutch matim or as changes
necessitated by & New World environment. Emphasiszed are the ideas
of popular goverment and the exolusion of slavery in the settle-

ment.

12 United States, Great Britain, The Netherlands, Belgium, and
Germany.






Chapters V-VII are concerned with the ideas. Chapter V
contains an examimation of the basic notions in FPlockhoy's social
schemea--his ideas concerning man and soclety, teachers and prea-
chers, govermrs and govermment, the establishment of a universal
Christendom, and the organization of the ideal community. The
ideas a8 set down in the writings have been paraphrased in some
inatances and quoted verbatim in others. Chapter VI discusses
the ciroulation of the ideas among two contermporaries who were
influenced by Flockhoy, and several recent writers, primrily
socialiats, who ve admired the reformer. In retrospect amd
conclusion, Chapter VII is interpretive. The ideas are examined
in the light of the social and religious developments of the
age in an attempt to reveal those which stem from these develop-
ments and those which are distinctly original, and in the light
of social advancements which have been made since that age.

This Chapter muat conclude with a statement concerning the
editims of the writings which have been used for the study. The

Way to the Feace and Settlerent of thege Nations is the edition

"printed for Daniel White," which included, as other editions did
" . 13 ‘
not, a letter to Riclard Cromwell. A ¥Way Propounded is taken

from the edition signed "Feter Gornelis-son,™ and "printed for

13 The Daniel White edition ias in the British Museum. Original
coples of the edition without the letter to Richard Gromwell
and the printer's name are found in the libraries of the
University of Gent and the Historical Society of Pemnsylvania.

It is reprinted in The Sommors of Iragta, VI,
edited by Walter Scott. (Lomion, 1811), pp. 487-97.
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14
the Author." This was a later edition since it contains seven

eu‘bacribera.at the exd of the writing, while other editioms,
which were "printed for G. C.," (Giles (alvert) have only two
or four sub;cribers. The Datciz prospectus, which appeared in
only one ecution,,l5 and the seven lettars summitted for FPlockhoy
to the Amstardam mgiatrat9516 have been used in translated

form.

14 This edition is in the Library of the University of Amsterdam,
The Giles Galvert edition, baving four subsaribers to
FPlockhoy's project, is im the British Museum., It is reprinted
with several omissions in a monograph by John Downie, Peter
Sorpeliue Plockboy: Hig Life and Work. (lManchesters Goopera-
tive Printing Society, 1933). Downie, quoting from Bernstein,
uses the name "Flockboy" imatead of "Plockhoy.” The several
editions, minus the "Invitation,” are found in the Eew York
Public Library. :

15 It s found in the Royal Lidrary at the Hague, the library of
the University of Gent, the Royal Library at Gravenhage, and
the Henry E. Huntington Library at San larino, Grlif. A
tranela tion of the writing was made by 8. W. Pennypacker, The

Settlerent of Germaptown, (Philadelphia, 1899), pp. 198-206,

16 Translation was made from the original copy of the Kort Yerhael
vap Niouw Nederjantg in the library of the New York Historical
Soclety, perhaps the only copy still extant.



Ghapter II
RATIONALIS?IC-MYSTIOAL MOVEMENTS IN THE NETHERIANDS

The few existent contemporary references to the activities of
Ploter Cormelis Plockhoy in the Hetherlands reveal (1) that he eame
from Xleriksee, commercial ocenter in Zseland, (2) that he assocla-
toed with Galemns Abrahams de Haan, physician and the leading mini-
sher among the Memonites at Amsterdam, (3) that his most important
commection was with the Oolleglant movement, the essence of which
was freedom in religion, speech, and thought, and (4) that he had
frienls among & group of poets who gathered in the “Sweet But.
an im in Amsterdam, and who eame to be known as thow
This chapter will attempt to reconstruct these activities and place
them in the perspective of thes age in which FPlockhoy lived and of
which he was & product. i

After a precariocus forty-year period of revolution in the
latter lalf of the 16th eentury the people of the Low Countries at
last succeedsd in throwing off the yoke of Spanish tyramyy. Al-
bert, the archduke of Austria, into whose hands the Netherlands had
passed, hastened to conclude a truce with the rebellious northern
states. He agreed to deal with them as he "would deal with a free
wmm lhto.'fl The provinces of Holland and Zseland soon be-
eame the yrine:lpafoontorl of commerce and industry in Burope.

1 Barnard Vlekke, Brolution of mmum (New York: Koy
Jublishers, 1945), p. 162. Tor refarsnse to FPlockhoy, see p. 187
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And although the revolution had failed to substitute complete re-

ligious tolerance for a state-eclmrch, or democraay for oligarachy,
the new period in the evolution of the Dutch mation, correstly
called the “Golden Age of Holland,” brought a greater degree of
individual freedom than had ever been known before. Te period
was characterised in part by its cultural cosmopolitanism. Dur=
ing the brief six years of Flockhoy's energetiec reform activities
(1688-1664), "Rembrandt snd Vermeer ‘were painting their canvases;
Vondel was writing his dramas; Sptnom kad joiued the Gellaglaghs;
and Descartes had come to Amsterdam.” These leading lights of
culture were, like Flookhoy, duunt;rl of a conventional mode and
the established Beformed Ghurch of Holland.

Plockhoy's original home is kmown from records mch contain
his mame, to which usuzlly was appended “van Zarik-Zee."” EHis
writings were sigmed in this mamer, anmd tho oolon.intion eontract
which he obtained from the Amsterdam burgomasters ineluded the
same inscription. The facts that his American settlement was com-
posed, in large part at least, of Memnonites, that he was affilia-
%ed with the Memmonite Glmreh of Amsterdam, and that he sought aid
in his fimal days in a Memnonite village in ¢olonial Femmsylvania,
bas led scholars to swrmise that his family and early training were
lixewise Memonite. On the basis of this comclusion one can see

2 Irvin Horst, "Pleter Cormeliss Ploekhoy: An Apostle of 3he Colde-
glants,” Mennonite Spartorly Review, XXIII (July 1949), p. 176.

3 The date of his birth is unknown. 11: nﬂ.ght 'bo estimted between
1620 and 1625.
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that his anti-sectarian ideas might have developed in an early
assoclation with the sm&ll group of Memnonites in Zieriksee, who
bad previocusly refused to become partisan to any one of the sev-
eral factions ameng the Dutch Memmonites--the Mrisians, Flemish,
and Waterlanders. The lexmonites of Zieriksee had been bamned
as "still-standers” for their stubborn policy of neutrality. IS
was doubtless here tia$ Plockhoy first knew Galemus Abrahams de
Haan, for Galenus was born here in 1622 and his father was the
minister of the Mommonite Gmreh of Zieriksee. Flockhoy and the
youmg de Haan were of about the sams age, both became imbdued
with the Gollegiant philosophy, and were at Amsterdam together.
Is 1s tms not unlikely that they were friends in their youth and
derived mutwal ideas in a common Memnonite enviromment. %The pro-
bability of Floekhoy's Mennonite background is further substantiated
by the Dutch Memnonite historian, de Hoop Seheffer, who investi-
gated the early chureh records and found that the name, Plockboy,
was common among the Mermonites of that day.‘
Vhen Galemms beecame & minister in the Flemish Memmonite churgh

{n Amsterdam in 1648, Plockhoy also was there. The period, 1650-
1664, was a eritieal one in the history of that church and of the

4 H. P. G. Quack, Boolden eon Groepen. (Amsberdam, Van Eampen &
Zoon, 1692), p. 216n. In his letter to Quack, de Hoop Scheffer
writes: "If you wish to maks your frienmd Flockhoy a Mennonite
you can do that. It appears to me from official records that
his ancestors all belonged to that denomination. dJacuemijntje
Pleters, widow of N. K. FPlockhoy, became & member in our chluroh
here on 5 November 1662, with a church letter from kiddelburg;
her son Cornelis P. was beptized here on confession of faith
on 23 February 1670....With the oarelessness existing in the
17th century the name is written in the Registers ons $ime
'Pluckhoy, ! $hen again 'mokhoy, ' and sometimes 'Ploqvoy

or 'Fluquoy. '™
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whole lMemnonite movement in the Netherlands. The period was one
of intermal eonflict, anmd ended in 1664 with the division of the
clxrch into two bodies. Among the charges that had been hurled
sgainst the liberal Galemus was tlat his churol bad differing
factions, one of which was the Flockhovisten. These factions, the
account asserted, “fight like in a Midianite bettle.” The accu-
sation contimed that "Pleter Flockhoy, Galems' oouﬁtrmn,'f
went 8o far with his radical 1deas as to advoocate the practise of
polysany, "proclaiming with Seriptwral authority that a man may
have as mny wives as he can mp;po:."b.'f5 The perties within the
Amgterdan church were Collegiant g'oui:o. Galexus had introduced
Gollegianiam and became ocne of its principal leaders. The eon-
fliot which Collegianism brought to a arisis was between the con-
servatives who believed that the Garistian life should be regu-
lated by rules of eonduct and prescribed confessions of faith, and
the progressives who minimised the importance of ereeds or a striect
applieation of disciplinary rules and who emphasised instead a
spiritumal life guided by an enlightened conscience. Galermms and
Flockhoy were included among the latter group.

I, ?THR MENNONITES

The Memmonite movement origimmted as the Anmabaptist wing of

6 lexmereniriichs Andars Mennonisten Kerokep~-Twist, 1663. An origi- -
-mal copy of this tract is in the Bethel College Historical Libeary.
The Collegiant parties listed were Halmaelisten,. Kuyperisten,
Comanisten, Boreelisten, and Flockhoyisten. The pamphlet was
sanonymously written and was oge of several of its kind in the
lammerenkrijgh (war among the lambs). The charge against Plock-
hoy will be discussed below.
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the Zwinglian reformation in Switserland in 1525. %The movement was
an sttempt to restore Ghristianity once more to a bdasis of indivi-
dual responsibility and to reproduce as literally as possible the
primitive Apostolic church in its origimal purity and simplicity.
The Bidle was their sole souree of spiritual authority and the
Sermon on the lioun$ interpreted their social amd religious pro-
gram. Adult baptism alome was acocepted as binding. DBelief in
non-resistance was basic in acoordance with @nrist's injunction to
“Love thine enemies,” and "Resist not evil.” War they refused to
sanction and m.tliisr} nrviee they ro:ocmha- unGiristian. lMem-
bers were to obey tha govermment, but to bave no active part in
the government. Oaths were not to be taken. Ths simple life was
preacribed and members were to dress plainly. This was prompted
by the Seriptural injunction to be "in the world, but not of the
world,"™ )

The movement developed rapidly in the Netherlands inspite of
& half-century of extreme persecution umder the Spanish oveﬂord-..
William of Orange, revolutionist leader, opposed the persecution
of the Amsbaptist-emonites; but the poliay of religions toler-
ance wvhich he attempted to inaugurate failed when the Galvinists
won & privileged place in the New Republic and demanded the sup-
pression of all non-Galvinis$ public worship. Dortumtely the

temporal authorities often disregarded this demand. Many of the

6 It 1is estimated that 1,800 Datch Memnonites met a martyrs death
during the Spanish regime. 8ee, 0. Hexry Smith, The Story of
the Memmonites. (Blm. Indiana;: Mennonite Book Concern, 1941,
P 171.
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Memnonites were people of wealth during a time when capitalistio
anterprise was looksd upon with favor. This and the fact that pem-
sons of yrestige md joinmed the Mennonites assured them a more
secure place in the cities 28 well as in rural districts. By 1660
the validity of a Mommonite baptism as a Ghristian sacrament was
acocepted by the Classig of the Dutch Reformed Gtmrch. The ruling
cams in amswer to a controvery which had arisen in FNew Amsterdam
as to vhether a certain Memmonite, baptised in the Mennonite ecimrech
of Amsterdam, could be admitted to the lord‘'s Supper in the Re-
formed Gurch without rebaptism. The Clagsis ruled that “singe he
has been baptised once, he need mot again be baptised. Such is
indeed the practice of the churches in this country. Holy Baptism
is not adminigtered anew to such as have been previocusly baptised
by Rapista or Msemmonites. Such are admitted to the lord's Supper
on confession of their raith.'f., -

Granted some degree of liberty in religious matters the sevewsl
groups of Momonites attempted to eompromise their differences in
dootrines and practises and to wmite. The Waterlanders, coming
from the southern end of Holland, were the most liberal in their
views. They had discarded most forms of exterml diseipline and
rigid regulations of bebavior. The Flemish, who had moved into the
northerly province of IFriesland, were differenmt in language and
cultural traits $han the Rrisians among whom they settled; amd the
Prisians 414 not fellowship with them. Both, however, were somewha$

7 Wmmnmmz?num I. Oompiled by
E. T. Corwin. (Albeny, 1901-1916), pp. 513-4.
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more consqmtivo than the Waterlanders. The attempt at unifi-
eation succesded in part but was ultimately thwarted when some of
the liberal minded groups joined the Collegiant movement, which
was sweeping through the Netherlands at this time.

11, TER OOLLEGIANTS

The Oollegiants were not an organised religious sect, but as
mexbers of various denomimations simply met together to discuss
the oommon faith. They delieved these meetings were superior to
other forma of worship. They were anti-Galviniss, mout“ the
separation of ehurch and state, and accepted no set creed. His-
torioally the movement has been traced back to 1619 and the Bemon-
atrant movemut.a The Remonstrants, or Arminians, opposed the im-
position of the Reformed religion upon the people; and in 1619
their ministers were driven from their pulpits. OCertain leaders,
however, devised a way of holding the members of the preacher-less
churches together. They simply met without a preacher, read the
Sariptures to each other, and spoke and commned as the “Spirit”®
mdiod. They soon found they ¢ould do very well without ireachoi-.
They turned away from c¢lureh organimtion, a professiomal ministry,
and the ides of imperative doctrinal beliefs. Meople of all reli-
glous groups were invited to attend the meetings provided they
acoepted the Bible as divine authority for all belavior, which was

the only requirement of the members. When the Remonstranta were

6 arl M. Wildbur, A History of Unitarisnism: Soolnianism and its
Aptecedonta. (ambriagos Harvard University a-ou, 1947). p. B6S.
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sllowed to resume their religious services they new groups remained
apars. They rented a duilding at Rymsburg for their gatherings,
which they called gollogia. They became known both as Rynsburgers
and Oollegiants. Wilbur summrises their activities and beliefs:

The procsdure a% the meetings was simple. Some
passages of Saripture were read, a prayer was offered,
and one or more mads an edifying address. An invi-
tation was them given for anyone that felt so moved
to speak. ©Such addresses sometimes lasted an hour, and
in oase of several in succession the meeting wuld run
far into the night. In this way they aimed to revive
the practice of the first Gristian churches....The
member ship of the Cpllagiants was composed of some from
the Remonstrants, a few from the Reformed and meny
that were not committed to any confession; buts by far
the largest number came from the lismnonites. It was
never thought necessary for one to leave another chmrch
to Join them, and even some of the ministers of churches
attended their gatherings. Their meetings were usually
held on Sunday, but there were often week-day meetings
as well. Baptism (by immersion) was practiced as a
valued sign of adherence to Ghristianity, but was not
insisted on; and the lord's Supper was observed as a
token of Ghristian fellowship, to which any were ad-
mitted who acknowledged in any sense that Jesus was
the Ghrist, the Son of the living God. The Scriptures
were their only rule of faith; no creed or confession
was set up as a test of membership in their company or
of participation in their meetings. The controlling
prineiples of the gollegia were that the utmost freedom
of speech was allowed to all participants (though women,
on Scriptural grounds, were mot pemitted to take part),
and that in the free fratermal discussion that followed
the largeag mtual toleranse of divergent views was
practiced.

The Gollegiants believed that divine truth is to be eonfirmed
by special signs and miraclea, as was the case of the New Testament.
Galenus emphasized this point as did Floekhoy. In addition to their
insistence on religious freedom the Gollegiants had a concern for

9 bid., pp. 564-5.
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social justice as well. The "Oranje-Appel® home in Amsterdam was
& joint Gollegiant-Memncnite home for orphans, s commnity center,
and a house of meray.

As stated above, Galemus Abrahams de Haan became one of the
main advooates of Gollegianism in Amgterdam. When he became a
minister of the lemnonite oclurch in that e¢ity the elders were
swspieious of him from the beginning and acoused him of being a
aodnun.m They questioned him on several occasions concerning
his advomacy of freedom in religious matters, and he defended his
views by refarring to original Amabaptism, which had for one of
its primary tensts the right of the individunal to interpret the
Bidble for himgelf and t46 obey his own conscience in matters of re-
ligicms faith. Galexms regarded himself as somewbat of a prophet,
8 herald of a new 1light in the spiritualising of the times. The
eonflict, however, continued, and in 1664 resulted in the division
of the chureh, mentioned above. Those vho remained with Galenms
were the lamnists, who contimmed to uphold Collegiant vigws. Their
adversaries, mumbering about 700, withdrew and set up meetings in
s dullding with the sign of the sun, and were gn@- xnown as the
Zomists. The War among the lauxba sffeoted most of the Memnonites
in the Netherlands. Brerywhere the "battle-ery" of the progressives
was "freedm of speech, absolute folerance, and a universal Ghristen-
dem.'?n It is with this philosophy and background that Floekhoy can

-~

10 The primary tenst of Socinianism was anti-trinitarianism, which
was the only doctrine it held consistently during the entire
history of the movement. See, Wilbur, gp,oit., p. 4.

11 Esnnonitisches laxikon, II. Bdited by CGhristian Hege and Christ-
ian Beff. (Praukfurt am Main, 1913), p. 37.
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be observed as a reformer in England and coloniser in Amerioca,

endeavoring to establish the universal churech along OGollegiant
lines, and the ideal Ghristian commonwealth of love, equality,
and freedon.

111, THE REFCRMATEURS

Practioally all the information about Flockhoy as a Gpllegi ant
concerns charges brought against him for advooating the ractice
of polygamy. The charge is repeated by lambertus Bidloo, the
CGollegiants' most bitter anhgoniot.n Plockhoy's interest in the
tmplioations of polysamy as practised in 01d Testanm$ days fownd
further expression among & group of poets, who gathered in the ima
of ons Jan Zoet (pronounced "anot").u Here a group of “lovers

of the noble art of poetry™ uunblod in mtiu, .muar to a
14

ollegia. They called their society the Burnassus on the X- In

his imn, the "Sweet Rest,” Zoet established an "Art-school for the
promotion of virtus. 'fu The participants included a Memmonite,
Pleter Rixtel, Hondrik Bruno, Bartholomeus Abba, Earel Verloove,
and Jacob Steendam, The last two mamed wrote peems for Floekhoy's

colonim$ion prospectus in 1662, which expressed a great deal of

12 lambertus Bidloo, Mwnmm
-Ioopsgesinden. (Amsterdam, 1701).

13 !ioekhoy'- commection with ﬁ:on‘pootc was first discovered and
.studied by G. B. Hylkema, a Dutch Memnonite historian. 8ee,
Reformateurs, Geschiedkundige Studi¥n gver de Godsdiepstige

Wn&t da Nadagen onzer Gouden Reuw. (Hearlems Willink
& Zoon, 1902), pp. 100-6.

14 Gerritt Kalff, Geschiedenis der Nedarlandsche Iv.

(Groningens J, B. Walters, 1909), p. 463. The "I" refers to the
bay on which Amgterdam is situated. -

15 log. ei%.
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16

sympathy toward Flockhoy and his reform program. All of these
poets, in fact, hoped to improve the morals of Amsterdam by “the

abolition and reform of various eustoms, here as elsewherse ail too
deeply rooted. .'17 And thus they decame known as the Reformateurs.
Zoet, the 'fhu&-poot,'f introduced "meaningful and soul-searching
quostionn,'%u to which the others wrote answers in verss. The
question whether "the Bible or Ghristianity allows or forbids

19 .
polygamy,” came up for discussion more than once, and the affir-

mtive po;Ition was taken by Zoet, who it was hinted 4did not get
along too well with his wife. (An epibtaph desoribed him as “ory-
ing by the fire over the grumbling of his ufo.'f)zo When th.
question was phrased, "When a man by marriage 1; bound to 8 woman,
my he sleep with his maid-servant without tranlg'euion?'f,’n the

ensuing discussion reverted to a bitter exchange of vord.o; Steendam

o

16 Verloove was one of the youngest and perhaps the most religious
of the poets. His main work was a collection of stories from
‘she Bible which he set to rhythm and rhyme: Uytbreidinz aver de
Hoillige lofmnzen in 200 gemngen op psalmwiisen gestelt (En-
largement.of the Holy Hymns 1in 200 songs set to psalm melodies),
(Amgtordam, 1686). His poetic motto was "Elk speelt sijn rol".
(each plays his role). Steendam has oome to be known as the
“first poet of New Notherland." He had spent some time in
the Dutch Province in America and was exceedingly interested
in its development. His poetic motto was "noch vaster® (still
firmer). Steendam means literally "stons dam,” and the noch
vaster was a play upon his own name. See, ]

IV. Bdited by P. 6. Molhuysen and
¥r. K. H. Kossmamn. (Leiden, 1911), col. 1380.

17 Xalff, op.oit., p. 462.

16 Nieum Nederlandsch Blographisch Neordsmboek, I. col. 1477-8.
19 Ealff, op.qit., p. 463. -

20 Log.alt,

21 Jan Klaass, 4 'Uygtekenate Digb-Ennstize werkken door Jan Zeab.
Amaterdammer. (Hoorn, 1675), p. 378.
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leading in the attack against Zoet. et attempted to clear him-
self by agreeing with Verloove that “He who lives in indecency is
sinney in froodon,'fa and by stating that the guestion originated
with Ploakhoy. In‘o play on Flookhoy's name, foet wrote a laurel
poem in which he stated: "Although I have printed this question
on paper above, it is not M from my hay stack; but it was
written with a Zeelander's pen with a lewd desire to serve the
world as if bnu.'fu o this Steendam answered; "You bave
pressed this quootion before quite differently, RLBM it with
& fast hand from Beukels' hpy in defense of his quick-tempered
passion, though by a ba.ﬁrd-l’»hndor you say it was blindly
vutton.'fu Zoet, inecited to anger, wrote a defense of the
"honor and glory of the forefathers” who hed in 0ld Testament éays
eid homage to polygamy. This time Steendam answered by ineluding
Pleter Flockhoy with David Joris, Jan van leyden, Knipperdolling,
Krechting, and Jan Mathys, among the patriarehs of polygamy and
imbued with the “spirit of orromr."f85

Such was the mature of the discussions of polyzamy in the
"Sweet Rest" and the relation of PFlockhoy thereto. The fact that
* his writings comtain no hint that he wished $o incorporate the
practise of polygamy in his own colony (the tendency was om the con-

43 Igc.cit. 23 Log,cit. 24 Did., p. 379.

26 Ibid,, p. 381. Those listed with Plockhoy as the patriarchs of
.polygamy were fanmatical Anabaptists who held loose social views
and brought the movement into 111 repute. Three of them had
been involved in the Minster uprising in Westphalia in the
early history of Ambaptien.
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trary toward an ascetic way of 1life) indicates, as Horst states,
that "likely such ideas were only raised for discussion and later
selsed upon by the enemies of the \r_Oollogunt] movnmemt.'fz6

Other ideas of Jan Zoet and the Mrmassians, however, are
found in Floakhoy's writings and are worthy of mention. On a
different level of thought was the question which Zes introduoced
on another oscasion: "In what way can Ghristisnity best be brought
back again peecefully into a single sheeps rourfm Among the
ways suggzested wers the abolitlon of sectarianisn, which was be-
lieved to breed intoleranse; elimimation of all sacraments in the
church save baptism; the guarantee of freedom of thought and speech
to everyone; and the avoidance with every means possible of all
ovil infiuences. According to Zoet one had %o “push himself slowly
through the marrow aate.'f“ "In the ideas and goals of the Reforma-
teurs," states Kalff, "were many good and beautiful things, mot in
the least their fight againgt marrow-mindedness snd imtoleranse,
and thelr ‘consern for the independent development of the religious
lmm'-uro.:” Vhen Flockhoy put his ideas into writing in Englanmd
in severa) letters to Gromwell and in his scheme for an 1deal
ocommnity, the extent to whieh he was influenced by his Dutoh baok-

ground becomea more apparent.

a6 Borst, ap.cit., p. 181. 27 Xalffr, dp.eit., p. 463.
28 Ibid., p. 464. 29 Ipid., p. 465.



CGhapter III
RRFORM IK BRNGIAND DURING THE INTERREGNUM

The outbreak of the Puritan Revolution in England (1642-1649)
promised to end once for all the absolute power of the king and
place in his stead a rule of justice and liberty. But when the
War was over Oliver (Oromwell, although little disposed to so mmch
power, emerged as & virtual military dictator. He and his party
of Independents excluded from the House of Gommons the Rresby-
terian members who would have restored the king and imposed their
religion on the people of Eagland in the form of a state-church.
Gromwell soon discovered, however, that the remmant of the House
of Oommons, known as the Rump Parliament, was "horridly arbitrary,"
and he scon bad done with them. The sucoeeding Barliament, equal-
1y incapable, surrendsred its suthority $o Gromwell, who then
became lLord RProtector. He governed as a benevolent despos from
1653 to 1656. The people who had hoped fer much better realised
that many of their major grievances had not been removed. Attempts
were mads to effect reform within the new regime. Among those
who hoped %o institute political democracy were the levellers,
notably Jobn Lilburne and Willlam Walwyn. Others, like Gerrard
Winstanley and the Diggers, labored for the improvement of the
social and ooonomic.poution of the masses. Religion played a
large part in these reform movemsnta. A contimmed separation of
church and state and the abolition of the tithe were two demands
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which were constantly made.
Flockhoy arrived in England in the last years of the Interreg-

mm, and just a few months before the death of Gromwell. His
first desire was to see (ristendom estadlished as a universal
state in the form reminisomt of the gollegis in Hollamd. “Having
seen,” he later wote, "that Roliey and Beligicn which (as God is)
ought to be universal was divided and severed into meny Sects, my
spirit was mch troubdbled; and looking round-about me, where to
make & beginning to rectify those evils, I found no better object
in Gristendom than his late Highness the lLord Rrotector; where-
upon I resolved for a while to leave my fainily and native Oountry,
fearing 1f I should mot manifest to the Nagistrates in Rogland
what was upon my spirit that they, baving mauch to do with other
affairs, might through the subtilty of the Clergy, as in other
nations, easily be decoived._'fl Plockhoy was perturbed at the
domineering state-churches in “these and other nations," and
ealled them the “little Antichrists.” (The "great Amtichrisy”
was the Popish church). He was npo;uily concerned because the
non-:pﬂvlhcoﬁ Qn'iatian kroupn, for their diversensss and dis-
unity, eould do little to alleviate the situation. The scheme
which he dovised "Sogether with some other lovers of the common
good" was te uit; all Gristian sects in & sort of federation as
"S$he only way to abolish all lording over comsciences."

1&mnmmmwumm p- 1. The
ensuing quotations on this page arohmn _
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Oromwell was assisted in his govermuent by a couneil and a
parliament. The firet overture made by Ploekhoy concerning his
plan was %o members of the ocouncil, through which he was granted
an appointment with tho Iord Frotector himself. "I was heard
several times with ptierxico,'f'hn wrote, "doing nw;t'nﬂuvonr to
preserve England from that great dishonmour whieh hath befallen
ether Btiou.'fz His principel 1deas were embodied in two letters
%0 Gromwell, the firsh dated June 24, 1658, and the second neces-
sarily following im short order wince the Protector died in Sep-
tenber of the same year. The project came to manght in the months
following the dictator's death., On January 24 of the following
year Floekhoy submitted a letter to Farliament, re-stating his
purpose and enelosing the letters which he had previously submis-
ted %o Gromwell. He wrote: "...being obstruoted in my preceeding
through the unexpocted death of his Highness, I was put to some
stop, maiting for a better opportunii;y, and Mins. that your
Honours were to assemble together upon the 27. of Jamary, ry
spirit was revived, hoping that my design for the peace and wel-
fare of these Eations by that means, better than heretofore,
might de acoompluhod.'fs But Iarliament gave him no encourage-
ment. Thwarted in thO;O first two attempts to gain support for
his ideas Flockhoy hoped to “"awaken the pudlic spirits in England,”
by publishing the letters toktha magistrates. The pamphlet was )

2 Jog,alt.
8 Bid., »- 2.
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eutitled, Ihg Way %o the Jeace and Settlement of thege Fatlons...,
and was printed early in the year, 1669, The name of the printer
was not indicated on the title page.

Olivar Cromwell was succeeded by his son, Richard, who for
the few months he was Lord Protector attempted unsuccessfully $o
forestall the growing interest in the restoration of the monmar-
chy. ZThe fourth letter whiech Flookhoy wrote was addressed to
bim, "$o the end that he [Richard| may as a true loderstor so
hold iho balance in the Goverment that one Seet may not domi-
neer over the othor.‘f‘ He told Richard that he had come into
England in love for $he comuon good, and "after much longing
several times bad opportunity %o speak with your Mther abous di-
vers matters, to vhom also I delivered two httlri, which he
Fromised to comsider of, and was willing I sheuld have liberty
further to declare my mind and sense unto him. ‘fs This he said
had been prevented by Oliver's unaxpected death; and he was
transferring the petitions, which his father had "not despised”
to Richard, who should "order all things in such a. way that tho
1ight of liberty kindlotl in Foglamd may enlighten all Kingdoms and
Govermments in the world. 'f6

A second edition of the letters, imcluding the ome to Ri-

7
chard, was published about the 4th of lMarch, 16569. This edition

¢ ld., p. 27. 5 Ibid., p. 28. 6 loc.olt.

7 This date was assigned by the well-kmown contemporary book
collector, Georgs Thomason. Although his dates are mot infal-
1idle they ropresent a good approximation, probably within a
week of the date of publication. See, Gatalogue of the Bam-
Dhlets, Books, Newwpavpers, and ¥amsoripts Relating %o ihe
Svil h'r.. be CQommopwealth, apd Bs.a&nmmn. SQilleated by

Seorge Thomagon, 1640-1661, II. p. 226.
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137 ”

TO THE PEACE
SETTLEMENT

NAT! NS.

v difcovered intwol lehvered to bi

“i

ls(c Highnefle, and one to the prefene Parlismen
alfo one to his Highneffe Richard Lord l‘.~n-tn.
of England, Scotland, and Irelamd, &c.
WHEREFEIN
The liberty of {peaking (which every one delire:
for hxrrlcm.) is oppofed agsinft Antichrift, for the procu-

ring of hisdownfa'l, who will not granc ¢l

And now ;\U‘n’i';.: y

To awakenthe publick {pirits in England
raife 0p an univerfal Magiftrate in Chriftendome, t

fuflcr all forts of peopie, (of what Religion foeve
any onc Countr g vi( he greac Magifirae
the fame inal

Matth. 5. 15. Mend ; a candle, and put
it under a bufbel, but o andleiticke. and it
giveth light unto all that are in the houle

e e i o AU e’ 2030

By Peter Cornelius, Ia /\ Zee , a lover of
truth and peace. Hugi \«»\{ \r,m (Hm*(u

y

———————————————— i a—e
LONDO N: Printed for Daniel white, and are
to be fold at his Shop at the feaven-Starres, i

R % 3 ; ,
narmi-g Pauls Church-Yard. 1654, 22.

Figure 1
TITLE-PAGE OF THE LATER EDITION OF

PLOCKIDY'S, THE WAY TO TEHE FRACE

AXD SETTLELENT OF THESE NATIONS
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was printed by Ianiel White and gave notice of "amother Treatise,
which is to be published, propounding s way to make the poor dis-
‘ressed people in these and other ﬁtiom Iam.'fa

Historians who have deslt with the social conditions in
Bngland during the seventeenth century agree that the situation
of the poorer classes, more especially that of the industrial and
sgrionltural laborers, was invariadbly bad. Three-fourths of the
population (an eatimated five million) lived by sgriculture, and
most of these ware peasants or day laiorarl with very low levels
of subsistensce. FEnglish industry, in comparison %o the Oontinent,
lagged dehind, and was also ocharacterised by class distinctions.
The most serious soocisl problem was presented by the great mass
of paupera, without eduncation, oeeupation, or ucnrny.’ These
were the comditions which Flookhoy observed in England and with
which his new reform program was concerned.

The title of his new writing, comprising a scheme with great-
or imnediate significance although smaller in scope than $he

first, was A Way Rropounded 3o Meke ihe Ivor in these and other
Bs¥iona hapny by hringins Sogetber a fit, suitable, sad well-

galifisd Zeopls iato one Hmsehold-Goversment or 1ittle Sommon-
¥ealil, shareln every ong EAX keep his Nronriety and be smuloved

8 Je By to the Pamco and Settlemext of ihese lations. p. 30.

9 A thorough astudy of the position of the poor masses in the early
history of England wag made by 3ir Frederick BEden, The State
of the Ivor, o an hlatory of the labouring glasses in .
(london, 1797). Appendix XVIII of Vol. 3 contains a 1list of

writings of the period which sought in some mamnner or other

the relief of the poor. PFlockhoy's writing is listed.
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in scme Work B other aa he aball be fit without belu oriwessed.
It was the initial plan for his ideal commonwealth, a semi-commn-
istic soettlement comprising four classes of people and based on
equality and association.

The first edition of the writing was "printed for G. 6."
and 1ssued apmroximately May 28, 1689, 6. o, were the initials
of Giles Mnlvert, agent for the Levellers. Like the previous
writing 1t was written in eonjuncpion with othars "born for the
comuon welfare." This and a reference in the Gorrespondence of
Sexmel Hartlid, quoted below, indioates that Flockhoy was parsici-
pant, perbaps leader of, & group of closely-nit sympathisera.
Readers who were interested in the association were to eontact
Flockhoy through Giles Galvert. Aa Horst states, this indicates
that Flockhoy had commeeotions with the leftist-reformers among
the Puritans and, since the publication was not listed on the
Stationers' Register, that he and his friends “found 1% expedient
%0 procm'oourtu.fn A mote at the end of the writing indi-
cates that the first "little Comon-wealth® was already in opera-
tion, "settled in ordﬁr as a NKursery abouflondon,'f and that
limihi' projects were envisioned for m'iltoi and Ifohnﬁ. "where
we 6an have a great deal of land for little money and plené{z of

wood for building of Houses, Ships, sud many other things.”

10 Thommson's date. See, Gatalogue of the BAmphlets...Snllected by
Gacrge Zhommson, 1640-1661, II. pp. 235-6. _

11 Irvin Hout, "Pleter Corneliss Plockhoy: An Apostle of the Oolle-
glants,” Mapnonite Quartierly Review, XXII1I. (Jul.v 19&9). p. 167.

ugnmm p. 14,
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By brinﬁi“n together a fit, futable, and
well-quali cople nto one Houfhold-government,
or litde Common-wealth,

Wherein every one may keep his pro-
pricty, and be imployed in fome work or other, as
ﬂ!\e fhallbe kt, without being oppreficd,

Being the way not only to rid thefe and other Nations froms
idle, evil, and diforderly perfons, butalfo fromall
fuch as have fought and found oyt many
Javentions, tolive upon the la-
bour of others,

Whereuntoiis alfo annexzed an Invitation to this Society , or Little
Common-wealth. .

Malm 42.1. Bleffedis be that confideveth the pury the Lard will dokiver
ﬁo?::mafmdlu the Wﬁdm/m him , and keep bim o~
livey and be [all bo blsffod spen the varth.

Ey PETER CORNELIS-SON, VAN Z¥ RIK-ZEE

Lo NDON, —_——
for the Author, & are (old ag che Black SpreadeBagle
oecsthe WeR-end of tanls, 36 5P !

Figure 2
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AN
INVITATION

.TO
Aforemen

SOCIETY

o,

) LITTLE
COMMON-WEALTH.
SHEWING

The excellency of the true Chritian
love, and the folly of all thofe who confider not to
whatend the Lord of heaven and carth
hath created them,

Mar. n. 5.
Whofoever [hall do the will of my Father

whichis in beaven , the [ame is my Bre-

ther, and S:fter, and Mother.

LORDON,
Printed for the Author, fold ag the Black-
ager the We of Pasls, 165 9. et

TITLE-PAGE OF THE LATER EDITION OF FLOCKHOY'S, A WAY PROFOUNDED

AND THE TITLE-PAGE OF T:

"INVITATION" APPENDED THERETO
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A second edition of the writing was printed directly for the
author and listed the places Plockhoy could be contacted on
different days of the week and at certain times of the day:

1f any Husbandman, Seamsn, Handiecraftsman, or Artist,
(being of an universal impartisl spirit) have a desire
%0 speak with him who is instrumental in the promotion
of 8o good & work, may find him at these following places:

On londays as four of the clock in the afternoon, ad
the Bridgefoot, the sign of the Bell.

On Tuesdays at four of the elock in the affernoon, in
Spittlefields near Bishopsgate-street, at the Red Lion.

On Wednesdays at ten of the ¢lock ia the morning, in
Kingstreet at the sign of the Antilope.

On the same day at four of $he clock in the afternoon,
upon great Tower-Hill at the Red Cow.

On Thuredays in the afternoon at two of the elock, at
S8tanhop-street between New Markes amd Irury lene, at the
sign of the White Horse.

On Fridays at two of the oloek in the sfternoon, at
Vost-Smithfield at the George Imn.13

Both editions containm an appendix, with separate pagimasion, entis-
led, An Ixvitation fo the Aforsmentionsd Society or 1ittle Common-
wealth, which se% forth the "exoellenay of the trus Ghristian love,
and the folly of all those why consider not to whas emd the lLord
14
of heaven and eartd hath created them." It attempted to advance
moyal and Giristian reasons why sach a‘locioty should be created.
At the end of the writing was a letter by Zloekhoy's sympathisers
and financial baekers, which appealed for follewers:
Having not only considered the poverty, afflictions,

and straits of many well minded people, Sogether with the

evil consequences that arise from the corrupts customs and

ways of most employments, amd the general disorder pro-

oeeding from riches and poverty: dut also the way propoun-
ded by owr friend, Feter Oprnelissen, to rectify all such

13 Ap Invitation %o the Aforementioned Sogiety, p. 14.
14 Ibid., sitlepsge. |
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and many other inconveniences by bdringing together a fit,
suitable, and well qualified people into one Household-
Government or little Common-wealth, wherein every one
my keep his propriety and be employed in some work or
other as he shall be fit, without being oppressed, as

is more at largs expressed in a Flatform to that purpose.

Whereupon we are resolved, judging it to be necessary,
and our duty to promote so good and pieus a work, with
the assistance of other merciful and ratidnal men, teo
lay such a foundation as may tend to the relief of the
oppressed, the preserving of such as are in danger of
falling into smares, and the increase of understanding
and mtual love, as also the exemplary ordering of sueh
acts as may be accomplished by prudential charity.

And hereunto we do earnestly invite all Persons that
have a willing mind to do good according to their abili-
ties, some by their Wigdom and Counsel, others by money

‘and credit, or by doth, as they shall be adble and free,
that so a stock my be raised for the ocarrying on of
this good and bdeneficial work.

To which end we have subscribed our names, and the
suns of money which we are willing to give. Hoping
that all such as are for so general a work will upen
dus consideration likewise subscribe for such a sum
of money as they are willing to give towards the
accomplishment of the Premises, and meet together to
confer and order the said sums of monies into the hands
of some trusty Persons, for the use and benefit of the
Society only, apd what else shall be found condusing
to the perfecting of this work, till the 3ociety ean
subsist of itself in order, which we believe may soon
be from the credidle information of divers persons, re-
lating that many hundreds in Transylvania, Hongary, ant
the Faltsgrave Country, from a smll beginning have
attained, not only to a very comfortable 1life among
themselves, but also ability of doing much good to others,
not of their Society.

BSubscribed towards the raising of a stock, as follows;

1. 8. 100. 1.
'. n. 100. 1.
oo 00 10- lo
'. w. zo. 1‘
R, 8, 10. 1.
B, G 10. 1.
go D. - 50. 1-15

Unlike the first this pmroject was not pressnted to the govern-

men$, dtut was to de inaugurated by individmal grants from qualified

-

15 M”, PP 13-4,
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porsons who would then act as "fathers" of the enterprise. The
updertaking seemingly did not ﬁroaper after the Restoration of
Charles II in England, although it bhad received some support.
Among others active support came from Samel Hartlib, who soli-
cited for FPlockhoy in several letters. Hartlid was a utopian,
extremely interested in the relief of the poor and other social
problems. His most important work was A Degcriptlon of She
Rmua Kinzdon of acaria, shawing ite excellent government, in
gm (London. 1641). His bdelief in science was the bagis
of his views on socisl reform. In his 1deal state there were
five exscutive councils: for huntandry. fishing, trade by sea,
Arads by land, and new plantations. The goal of life at lMacaris
was “"to achieve the highest possible productive capacity in
sgrieulture by selemtifie rarmiw.'fls e sesms to have borrowsd
heavily from Pranocis Dacon. Jor relief of the unemployed he
devised an elaborate machinsry conserning the exehange of labor.
His relation to Floockhoy doubtiess came about by their common
interest in the relief of poverty in accordance with Christian
precepts and the stimlation of agriculture and industry. John
Beal, scientist and fellow of the Boyal 8Soclety, described Hartlid
as "the sealous solicitor of Christian peace peace amongst all
mtlons, the sonstant Lrisad of distressed sirangers, the true
hearted lover of our native conntry; the sedulous advancer of in-
genlous ards and profitable loionou.'fu Hartlidb states in a letter

-

16 ¥Vilhelm Sohlnkz The Qoncern for Sogiel Juatice in Rurlten
Revolution. (london: longmans, Green and Co., 1948), p. 148.

17 See dedication to Eartlib of John Beal's, Orobards
s Bttern for all Epgland. (London, 1657). Italics inserted.
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%0 Dr. John Worthington, Vice-Chancellor of QOambridge University,
dated July 20, 1659, that he had forwarded Plockhoy's, 4 Way
Ropoupded, to Beal, who had previously writteams "I do extremely
indulge the design of beginning the Buildings of Giristian So-
clieties in small Models. And in this point our Réfoimerc my
learn many parts of wisdom from our sorest adveroarﬁo. 0l
mm: '?is strange to me, that the Model of Ghristian
Soclety, and tlm% curious offer of the right hand of Ghiristian
love hath taken no deeper footing in England. 'fle And in still
more entiusiastic terms in another letter, Beal had writtem; "0
ttat all the religlous houses of the Giristisn world were reformed
into true socisties, or that owr English monasteries could bde thus
restored! But it secems we men are prompt and skilful emough %o
pall down, and then leave 1t to God %0 plant, build, aud reform,
whilst we talk dig of reforming laws and making whole nations
clmrches and of erecting the Kingdom of CGhrist all over the world.
I would I could see a good beginning (Ne means of a Ghristian
soolety)® with s 1ittle, & upon that govemant, I should mot be
unwilling $hat 200 acres of mine own land were devoted to the
foundation of the first such oolloeo.'fu In the same letter %o

Vorthington Hartlid included a dnaiiﬁion of a similar model of a

18 James Crossley, editor, The Plary apd Qorr

Srrospopdence of Pr. John
» 1. (Manchester; The Chetham Soclety, 1847), p. 157.
s work 1s Vol. XIII of the series under the title, Ramaing

Hotorionl & Literary Conpected with the Palatine Gounties of

** Bartlid's note.

19 James douley. op.cit., p. 158.
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commmity of the loravian Brethrea who were located in Hungary

and Transylvania. (Hartlib was s persomsl friend and apostle of
Gomenius, leadsr of the loravian Brethren). The desoription

came from the pen of Gomsnius' son-in-law and contains an interest-
ing comparison of the Morav:lai Brethren with the Memonites, des-
cribed in Chapter II:

They Moravian Brethren are an honest, simple-hearted
people, humble, godly, laborious, well traimed up, and
lovers of discipline, agreeing for the most part in sub-
stantialibtus of y* Ioctrine with the Reformed Churches,
save only in the Infant Baptism. Yet thoy shew them-
selves more careful in this point, then those people woh
are called the Memnonists in ths lLow Countries, who
permit their children to live w'lous baptism as long as
they list. But these men leave it to their childrens
pleasure no longer, but when they are of tem or 12 years
of age, and have learned their catechism, and can make
a confession of y* faith openly before the congregation,
they do their utmost by information & perswasions to make
them desirous to be joined as members of Christ to the
rost of the congregation.20

The letter appended %o Plockhoy's, A Way Rropounded (see above)
. 21
mde wention of this religious, commmniatic group. The descrip-

tion which Hartlid quotes is similar in many respeests to Plockhoy's
schema, and is perhaps 1ts prototype. It is likely, at any rate,
that Plockhoy was acquainted with the details of this religiocus
society, whose influemoce on him is apparemt from part of the des-
eription which follows:

There be so many families (suppose 100, 200, or more)
wod Join together & be of all kind of trade (useful and.
ocomfortable for man's life, for no guns, swords, or other
war-1like weapons are made amongst them). These being
received into the megistrates' protection, & having pri-
vileges and permission to dbuild, out of the common stook,
a oertain court as it were, or & little common-wealth,
with 2, 3, or more yards, ascording as the number of

20 Ibid., p. 157, 21 Borat thinks the reference in the letter
.applied to the Moravian Ammbaptists, or Hntterites, who were also
living in commnistic societies in koravia. In view of Comenius'
c::zmocﬂon, however, this seems unlikely. 8ee Horst, gp,cit., p.
182, '
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inhabitants & artificers doth increase, with so many
dwsllings & public conveniences for horses, cattle,
and the likxe. As for their co-habitation, every family
hath a oconvenient dwelling-place, & every trade to-
gother, tailers, shoemkers, &c., and each a separate
yard. Their labour is common, all work for all, for
what every onme gaineth, it is given to the common
stock. As for their govermment, they bhave a preacher
or two, according as need requires, w'2 an Oeconomus,
whom they shoose by eommon consent, & 3, 4, or more
elders or oversoers. They have for their religious &
plous exercises, public meetings on the lord's day, as
well as every day for public prayers in the morming &
evening; all things being performed in good order and
decency. The men sit asunder from the womem, and so
ochildren likewise, of both sexes, apart. They have
schools for boys separate also from those of the girls.
And the training up of their children, as soon as they
begin to have the use of their tongue, till they come
to their full age, is committed of the boys to grave
men, of the girls to godly women. The parents have no
troudble with them at all. The steward amd elders pro-
vide all things. They have their own bakers, brewers,
&c., every one bath his office in wél he serves himself
& others. There is a common kitchen for them all. The
Geoonormms, preacher, and elders eat together, the rest
in 1like manner, save that men have their owa tables,
apd women also their own. And every one knoweth his
own place. The discipline is either private eorregtion
according to the fault, or public excommnication.<2

Jus$ when Plockhoy returned to the Netherlands is not kmown.
A referencs as lste as October 15, 1660, four and one-half months
after the Restoration of the second Charles %o the English throne,
reveals that be was thinking in terms of settlement mear Cologne.
Har$lid writes in a letter to Worthington of that date: "I am
%014 that Count de Worth (whose territories are mo% far from
‘Gollen (Gologne] hath published s letter of Invitations o all
Hations of what Religion soever, offci.ng cheapness of lands and
protection, & that 2 thousand of the Transylvanian Society or
Brotherhood,'iro come thither already. Nter Oornelius, of

22 James Crossley, gop.cit., pp. 153=5.



36

23
faricksea, is likewise going thither with many others." It

is easy to understand why Plockhoy would have wished té leave
Exgland at this time. The Restoration doubtless put an end to
the few leftist reform movements still existing after almost
twenty years of Furitan rule. Whether he reached Germany is not
¥nown. In the latter part of 1661 he was back in Holland pro-
moting the oolony on the Dslaware in Americs. .

e above references established Flookhoy's comnection with
Bart1ib and other noted personalities of the Puritan period.
Schenk miggests that Plockhoy may have known William Walwym as
well. “His English style 1s, indeed," writes Schenk, “quite close
%o Walwyn's, and it 1s not impossible that he was helped by Wal-
wyn or a man of a similar outlook; it is unlikely that his cemmand
of Buglish would have been sufficiently great to enable him %o
write these pamphlets without sid from a mative mglmmn.fu Al-
though there is little way to substantiate a commection, 1t‘|em
highly probable that the initials “W.V¥." among the seven finaneial
centributors to no&hoy 's prodoot‘(no‘a.‘aovo) belonged to William
Talwyn. Walwyn quit the levellers in 1649 and was henceforth en-
gaged in behind-the-soeme reform activities. Little is known
about him during the following decade. Sehemk knowy that in 1659,

the same year Flookhoy wrote his pamphlets, Walwyn was a member
of & comnittee which was to discuss Jamss Harrington's proposition

as )
for a “Commonwealth or Democracie." There is much that is simi-

23 Ibid., p. 211.
24 Vilhelm Schenk, op,eit., p. 144.

38 Ibid., p.- 43.
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lar in the ideas of Walwyn and Plockhoy. The former set forth

his ideas concerning man and society in his mejor work, Tha Rower
af love (Lonmdon, 1643). In the preface he answered the question,
"Would you bave all things common?" by referring to the commnism
Sf the early Apostles: "And you ma.y remember the multitude of
believers had all thingi cu:mmon.'fz6 He envisioned the ideal socie-
ty as & small voluntary assoclation of Ghrigtians with “universal

a7
assent thereunto from all and every one of the People,” which

ideas were inherent in Flockhoy's plans. )

In addidion to Walwyn it is possible Plockhoy was familiar
with the commnistic utopia of Gerrard Winstanley, leader of the
Digger movement of the same period. In his Jew law of Righteoug-
ness, Winstenley wrote that in his commmnity, “Shere shall be no
buying and selling of the earth, mor of the fruits thereof....If
they want a horse to ride, they may go into the fields in summer
or to the common stables in winter, and receive "one from the
keepers, and when the journey is performed, bring him back....As
every one works to advance the comnon stock, so every one shall
have free use of any commodity in the storehouse for his pleasure
and comfortable livelihood, without buying or selling or restraint
from anybody. 'f” Vinstanley anticipated Plockhoy by his advocacy
of & commnity with private family 1ife and furniture, but he went

further in his devotion to the common owmership of property.

26 William Walwyn , Iha Rwar of Iove. (London, 1643), pref.

27 Welwyn, Lilburne, Prinee and Overton, A Mapifestation of those
najustly styled Levellors. (London, 1649).

3¢ Gerrard Winstanley, New ie¥ of Rishteouspess. (Londom, 1654).
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Like Schenk, George Feabody Gooch believes that English in-
fluence upon Plockhoy was evident. “Though these remarxable
pamphlets emenated from a Dutehmen,” Goock writes, "they were
written in English and with a full knowledge of Exglish affairs.
And from the fact that such speculation was unknown in the low
Countries at this time, it is bardly fanciful to attridbute them
to English influence. 'f” Gooch errs somewhat in his assertion of
the non-existence of 1:adiaa1 social i1deas in the Betherlands. As
was soen in the last chapter the influence of Plockhoy's Dutch
background was not minor. This suggests an interesting notion that
there was mch in common in the soclo-religious movementa in Hol-
land and England and that radical ideas reciprocated between the
two countries. The Collegiant principles as well as thoge of the
Iammist Memmonites and Reformpteurs are easily diascernibdle in
Plookhoy's letters, which outline his religious program. BPut 1%
1s probal;l;v correct to say with Gooeh that they are insufficient
to explain his interest ia ecomomic and social betterment. The
fact that his interest in the poor ocame after he had been in England
for awhile further indicates that he was influenced by his contact
with the leftist reform movemsnts in England.

IS is evident also, as shall be pointed cut in Ghapter VII,
that i’.lookhoy knew the works of such men as Sir Thomas More and
VWilliam Shakespeare. He writes himeelf, however, that his greatest
stimlation came from the Scriptures. Will man ever reach the
place, he asks, when he will “esteem ome only Sentence of the holy

-

29 George P. Gooch, The History of English Democratic Jdeas ip the
Sevanteenth Ompinry. (Gambridge: University Press, 1898), p. 210



Soriptures more than the highest accuteness of all the World's
Prilosophy?® It is somewhat ironic to note his answer to the
question m-tho paraphrase of William Shekespeare, one of the
great world philosophers. "We shall be able to do i%," he con~
cludes, “if we did well weigh that the World's turn is but a
short tbﬁ:edy, and that we are but Actors who ‘appoar no more than

30
once upon the Stage."

30 Ap Inpvitation to the Aforementionad Soclety. p. 6.
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Ghapter IV
SETTLEMENT IN NEW NETHERIAKND IN AMERIGA

The rule of the Dntch in America of the territory called New
Hother land dates from 1621, with the organistion of the Dutch
West India Company, to 1664, when the English invaded the Fro-
vinge and won control. The first colonists in the Province were
wnder author ity of Batroons, who were stockholders in the Com-
pany. The majority of these settlers were day laborers or inden-
tured servants. The new Freedoms and Examitiong sdopted by the
Oorpeny in 1640, however, 'providod. for smller, more liberal
grants to free individuals. The population of Hew Hether land grew
between 1640 and 1660 although nmaver sufficiently to guarantee s
great prosperity. The Dutch ware primarily traders, not farmers;
and the agricultural development of the eolony lagged behind that
of the English colonies which surrounded it. The Companmy's mer-
cenmary policy was the chief criticism of individuals at héms and
abroad who were sincerely interested in the development and wel-
fare of the Dutoh colony in America. Omne of the most vooal among
the reformers was Jacodb Steendam, noted in Ghapter I1I as friend
of Flookboy and poet-member of Jan Zoat's, "Sweet Rest." Steendam
wrote his Klacht van Nisuy-Amaterdam (Gomplaint of New Avaterdam)
after having lived some time in the Province and observed first
hand the eonditions there. The Complaint was followed by the 'Z Lof
yan Now-Nederland (Praise of New Netherland) in which Steendam
portrayed the excellent gqualities of New Nofharlanﬂ, "the purity
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of the air, the fertility of the soil, production of the cattle,
[ana tho] abundance of game and n-n....fl Eis real object was %o
encurage the emigration of a class of péoplo interested in hus-
bhandry as well as commer 0e.

The part of the Province whieh was least profitable to the
Dutch West India Company was $he reglon of the South (Delaware)
River , Yemoved from New Amsterdam far enough to mke communiecation
diffieuls. In April, 1657, the Company signed the regiom over to
he Burgomasters of Amsterdam; and the oapitol of thiasoutheran
area was henceforth known as New Amstel. In an attempt to popu-
late this region the Burgomasters promised wospective farmers
"in free, fast and durable property” as many "morgans [_2.1 acru_:],
%oth of pleaghland and of meadow, s they could properly improve,
with freedom from tenths for twenty yesra.‘fz

Flockhoy was one of the few who loughi to derive advantage
from this belated attempt to people the Batch colony. It is
imnediately apperent after repeated failures in England that his
seal as & reformer was ot a bit deterred. Iplland waas at that
time no less in need of social reform than Eugland, inspite of the
capitalistic advances of the “Golden Age." “I% is only too true,”
writes Vlekke, “that the mu;l of the to;u;"éoph received a veri

smll share in ih. marvelous profit realised by the economic expan-

1 Ellis L. Raesly, Fortrait of Saw Netherland, (New Yorx: Oolumbia
University Zress, 1945), pp. 386-7. .

2 Clarence Y. Rife, "land Temure in New Netherland,” Essevs in

Solonisl Higtory fresepted to Charles lolean Andrews by hia
Students. (New Heven: Xale University Press, 1931), p. 61.
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sion of the country....In the busiest center of Holland's indus-
try, twenty thousand people--not necessarily unemployed—had to
be kept from starvation by charity, and it was truly said that in
Amgterdam contagious diseases whieh took the lives of thousands
of poor people, never afflieted 'burgommsters, aristocrats,
ministers of the Ghurch, or town officials. "js It was again

the poor masses with whom Flookhoy was ooncex:nod;

He Iad from the beginning of his negotiations with the Amster-
dam hrgomlterl twenty-four Memnonites (families) who wished to
participate in his project and who formed the basis for the
negotiations. The identity of these lMennonites has never been
established but it is likely they cams from the lammist Mennonites
of Galenus Abrahams de Haan's ¢imreh in Lmaterhﬁ, who would have
been most inclined to subsaribe to the intellectual freedom and
the lideral philosophy of the proposed uttlemt.‘ After making
several overtures %o the Burgomasters (see below), this group
petitioned the City of Amsterdam for a traet of land on the South
River and 200 guilders in loan to each family. The Amsterdam
Gouneil record followe:

Resolution of the Common Couneil eof the City of Lmta'-

dam, 20%h April, 1662:

The Burgomasters have also reported that about 25

Memmonist families had declared their inclimation to

remove to and reside in the e¢ity's colony in Hew Nether-
land, if this city would resolve to assist each family

3 Bermard Vlekke, mummm (New Yorik: Boy
Pablishers, 1945), p. 178. .

4 Mennonites mmd already taken part in the gettlement of New
Nethorland. 8ee, Boclhsingtical Regords of the 3tate of
Gompiled by E. T. Gorwin. (Albany, 1901-1916)
1, pp. 320, 336-6, 348, 387-8, 396, 486-7, 506, 515-4, 555,
667; II, p. 1053,
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%o that exd with 200 guilders for each, in addition

to the passage money, on conditions that such families

would jointly and severally bind themselves to repay

the same. Which being considered 1% 1s resolved to

lend each family 100 gl. on such conditions, the pas-

sage money therein {ncluded.®

Plockhoy made some additional requests after the Resolution
was passed, and on June 6, 1662, completed a contract with the
Burgomagters. It stated "That he, Pleter Cormeliss nockhoy,_
urdertakes to present %o us, a8 soon a8 possible, the mames of
twenty-five persons, who will agree to depart by the first ship
or ships to the aforesaid colony of this city, to reside there
and to work at farming, fishing, handicrafts, etc., and to be as
diligent as possible not only to live comfortably themselves, but
also tat provision may thereby be made for others to come. 'f‘ The
comtract granted each member as mch land as he oould use at She
"Horekil" or another part of the colony, the right to emact their
own laws with right of appeal to the higher magistrates, exemp-
tion from taxes for twenty years, and a loan of 100 guilders to
each family as previously granted.

It ook FPlockhoy almost a year to get underway. The faators
Tesponsible for the delay were several. In the first place the
group was still engsged in the construction of an adequate frame-
work of government, the privilege of which was granted them by
the contract. ZFlockhoy's ideas for the adminigtration and govern-~

ment of his colony bad previously been submitted to the Burgo-

5 Haw York Colonlal locumenta, 11, p. 176.

6 id., pp. 176-7. The origiml contract was also reprinted as

part of Plockhoy's, Eort eon klaer ontwerp. For its full text,
see Appepdix B. =






masters by an individual who signed his name, "H.VeZ.M." The
latter was seemingly an attorney or notary who served a; an
agent for Plockhoy in the negotiations with the Bargomasters.
The progranm waa outlined in seven letters submitted through
"HV.Z,L" to the magistrates between Noveuber 22, 1661, and May
25, 1662, The fourth of these letters was the most significant,
containing 117 articles of association, which were 'fopem for eorrec-
tion.'f" )

ﬁo first lettar was written November 23, 1661, and was pre-
sented to the Burgomasters on December 13. I% was submitted by
"HoVeZoMs" with “proper homa.go‘u agent for his clients, consisting
of several dscent-minded families who desire to remove to Hew
Netherland under the auspioces of this laudable Gity and Government
of Amgterdam, and with the E.E. 8irs Directors of the West India
Gompany under approval of the States General of $he United Nebher-
hnd.‘fa The agont wanted it known that he was servant to his
"Mastors and Principals,” and wished to remain smomymous. *It may
ﬁuna your Honors," he &ontlmod, "to grant a eharter to ti:no
poople, with so mu& families as the;y have already or will further-
more enlist, to transport them to the South River in New Netherland,
and there to select according $o their choice a suitable piece of

7 Eort Yaxrheel van Niouw Nedarlants. p. 62.

6 Ibid., p. 43. 8ets of initials like "E.E." or "A.A." are fre-
quently used in addressing the Burgomasters and high officials.
“A" stands for poble, "B" for homourable, “H® for high, anmd "M
for mighty. Whan they are used double, they refer to more than
one person, such as the i.A. Ratrons.
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land near the Horekil [Glou: also called Sinkenesse or Snn.ndso]]
or wherever else they might deem more favorable. 'fg One of the
primry purposes of the project, in addition $o reviving the
colonisl Province, was "also the relief of many aggrieved and
languishing families, "10 An aspect of Plockhoy's philosophy,
desconding from the Golleglanbts and included in his previous
plan fer & universal church without elergymen, was included in
this first letter $o the Amsterdam magistrates. "“Concerning the
divine worship,” it was stated, "these people 'ilil to save the
costs of a miniiter, and for the maintemance of good order, peace,
and least offense to the different bumors of the people, to
substitute the Holy Soriptures, to be read on Sundays and holi-
days by individuals in rotation, 1% being the yurest minister,
and to eing psalms, ‘fu

The second letter, dated December 20, 1661, brought up $wo
legal points in question. The first was the matter of govern-
men$, which they desired to de in all points in harmony with the
interests of the soclety and still with the laws of the country.
The second question was the matter of freedom from tenths, which
was desired for s period of thirty years. In relation to the
first, distinction was made between ¢ivil and criminal laws; and
it was to be known that the society wished jurisdiction in eivil

cases only, and that oriminal cases would be left to the juris-

9 Ipid., p. 43. Swanendael meant literally, "valley of swans."
10 Iac.elt. -
11 log.cit.
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diction of the high mgistrates. "About everything which is con-

fined to the civil, thay wuld draft a brief and concise agregment,
with the aproval of the A.A. Sirs Burgomasters of this city.'flz
In regard t¢ the question of tenths, reasons were given why s
period of thirty years exsmption should be granted.

No sensible people who can look further than the length
of thelr noses have $ried or will try to move to New
Amgtel under oxisting conditioms. Tor those over there
who have thus far seemed to de of some ability have
moatly been attracted by ambition for power, or expected
pof it, but since neither living conditions or trade
twrned out to be very favoradble those people have,
along with others, been undeceived, and New Amstel,
which for so many years was supposed to develop into a
city, could in number of people, mot speaking of the
poverty there, not compare with even the least country-
side in Holland....OGonsidering this ny Masters instrucs
me to petition the A.A. Sirs Burgomasters that they
increase, rather than reduce, sh. requested number of
years of fraeaedom from tenths.l

!'50 matter of tenths, states (larence Rife, was of considerabdble
importance to wospective omigrantl.u I8 had proved to be a
burdensome charge, and “had the reluctant acceptance of the popu-
1ace. 'fu Probadly nocihoy was aware of those hardships, perhape
through his frienmk Jacob Steendsn, and insisted upon an immunity
in this respect.

The third letter, dated December 3, 1661, sought to further
clarify the matter of civil and criminal jurisdietion. "They do
not in the least desire erimimal jurisdietion, but on the contrary

they free themgelves from the same and clearly rejact it as too

12 Ibid., p. 486. Italics inserted. 18 Ibid., p. 46.
14 CGlarense Rife, op.glt., p. 62. 15 Ibid., p. 63.
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16
diffioult a task for them.” It was requested, however, that

daring the first five yeari they would be given the privilege of
disposing of all civil matters thomselves., After that time the
Sheriff of Eew Amstel would have the right of inspection, to
cite witnesses, etec. IHe should have no right, though, to begin
legal proceedings against anyone without notifying the prineipal
public servants of the soeclety beforshand, or to execute domici-
liary search or arres$ without previous eonsen$ of the principal
servants. Matters of dispute between the society and sheriff
should be submitted to the A.A. Ptrons and highest Directors.
Concerning the matter of taxation, thirty-years exemption was still
roquested for reasons previcusly stated. In elosing, it was
asserted:

Ky Mastors and Olients wish it known that this and all
previcus and forthcoming atatements, written or oral,
eoncerning the proposed settlement, are tentative outlines,
intend ing the best for the society, with no intemnt to
Judge, mich less oritieise any existing form of government,
since they wish not to be judged or considered so maive
in the ways of the world that they would not imow how
different oconditions, natures of people, as well as
differences between large and small soeieties, require daiff-
eren$ methods of governmant.l?

The fourth letter, dated Jamuary 10, 1662, eontained the 117
articles of association, mentioned above. Equality was the first
and foremos$ basis of the commonwealth. Mdvpular government was
to be imaugurated, the powers therein separated into branches
suggesting the exscutive, judicial, and legislative functions.

New laws wore to be enacted by majority vote amd there was to be

16 Eort Yerlmel van Xleuw Nederispts. p. 47.
17 Ipid-, p. 4.
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a single executive, elected by the people, who should approve
all new laws. Military servants were te be included in the so-
clety for protection, although lennonites, who believed in non-
resistance, were to be exsmpt from military service by paying a
tax. Memonites also were to be exempt from voting on defense
mtters and fortification, and from orders from officers in this
relation or concerning xﬁilihry service. The liemnonites were
farthsr to have two representatives among the prineipal publie
servants. The people were to disembark mpon arrival overseas
“as straight Batavians and promotera of the common good, putéing
their shoulders %o the vhool.'fls

The fifth letter, dated March 3, contained revisions and
amendments to the articles in the fourth. The CGommissioners
seem to ave raised soms objections to minor items and details
of julleial jurisdictim. The letter was an “Answer to certain
marginal notes mds by or inm the ;ame of the B.E. Sirs Commiss-
ioners on the 'S%111 Further Remonstrance' which was handed in
bofem.fn ' | '

lt; Netharland was originally mamged by a board of nine-
teen directors of the Datch West India Company (%he Nineteen),
who were repruntstivh from five chambers located in aif for ent
parts of the Netherlands. The delegates from the eity of Amster-
dam held preferred positions, and after 1645 assumed exclusive

management of the colony. The Amsterdam chamber, with twenty di-

18 Zid., p. 56.
19 Ibid., p. 65.



rectors, organized itself into committees, one of which was the
Committee for New Netherland. This committee had chargs of all
matters relating to the colony. Its members were referred to
as the comnissioners for New Netherland. If a group of settlers
dosired to emigrate to the colony the matter might be presented
to the elamber, btut would normlly be referred to the commission-
ors to deal with. When the Company sold the regiom of the South
River to the city of Amsterdam, the transaction ecomplicated
mtters of Jurisdiction. The govermment of Amsterdam consisted
of the council (vroedschap), having 36 members, and the burgo-
magters, who ware elected Sy the council. Some of the ecouncil
meunbers were also directors in the chamber, and the latter were,
at any rate, chosen from nominees by the burgomasters. Thus,
Now Amstel remained subordimted to New Amsterdam in judicial
matters. In applying for a charter Plockhoy had to deal with
three bodies--the commissioners, the councillors, and the burgo-
masters. The first five letters were, in fact, addressed to all
three:s "To the Honourable Sirs Comnissioners and Directors, cho-
sen by iho A.A. 8irs Burgomaters, under authority of she A.A.
Oouncil of this City of Amsterdam. ,zo In general the commission-
ers would have $o appove any mn of government for a
settlemsnt in the colony, the couneil wonld have to anthorise a
loan of money, and the burgomasters would complete the contract.
The last two letters, dated May 5 and May 25 respectively,

were addressed directly te the burgomasters. The first begins by

20 Ibid,, pp. 43, 48, 47, 50, and 62,
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making mention of the foregoing addresses, both written and oral.
It reveals that on April 22, the prospective emigrants were ad-
vised to apply to the burgomasters for a charter 'fwith assurance
that our proposals and requests have been well oo:;sidered by
their A.A.'fal 1t reiterates FPlockhoy's desire for free exercise
of all hn&.icraftl, trades, and commerce, freedom from tenths,
and liberty of religion. In short, "the suppliants persist
umwaveri ngly in all their i'eqneatl, x;reeentations, deductions,
and debates as previcusly submitted and under correction.™ In
comolsiom 1t ssked for a speedy dscision “in order to despatch
seme hundred mle persons still this cumezl, who during the
winter might bdegin dburning off the forest, preparing the soil,
cutting the timber for building, and providing for the ones, in-
cluding the women and children, that would follow next spring.”
The final letter refors to megotiations with the burgomasters,
chiefly with Cormelis de Graef, baron of South Folsbroek, which
were soon to lead to an agreement. Om June 6, 1662, the contract
between FPlockhay amd the burgomasters was completed. In October
the letters were published as part of an 84-page work entitled,
Eqort Yerhaol vap Nieuw Nederlapts.... (Brief dccomnt of New
Netherlands Situation, Advantages, Natural Qualities, and Jeculiar
Suitability for Colonismtion; together with some Bo«p.uta,v Repre-
sentations, Deduotions, etec., presented for that purpose by some
interested persons at different times about the end of the year
1661 to the Burgomagbers of this city and their Deputies, etec.).

21 JIbid., 65. The ensuing quotations on this page are 1lgg.cit,
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Gelegentheit, Dcuihdcn, Naruerlijke Voorrechten, enby
zondere bequaemheidt ter bevolkingh : Mitsgaders eenige
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van 't Jaer 1661. geprefenteertacnde A.A. Heereg Bur-
GeERMEESTEREN dezer Stede, of derzelver E.E. Hee-
ren Gecommitteerde , enz.

®Riet breeder acfiter de Voor-Reden den Korten Inboot , miigga:
Berg be Waerlchoowingh aen de Bock-verkoopers , ftaenbe
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In additiom to the matter of g vernment another factor de-~
layed the project. The original london plan was designed for
more than twemty-five members, and Flocihoy desired to enlist
at least 100 before embarking. There were several allusions in
the letters to the magistrates to the hope of establishing a
colony which would grow to be a ¢ity or provimce. "Their
thoughts, in spite of the small progress already made, have
changed from a weak household or neighborhood which they first
had in mind to the idea of founding a laudable province of city
or .hto.‘fzz This called forth the prospoctus. entitled, Eort
B Klser Qm_gl;g (Brief and CGoncise l’l&n). the need for which
e mmented in the second letter above. and the spesific pur-
pose of which was the enlistmen$ of prospective settlera who
were in sympathy with the ideas underlying the pro Ject. The
mrospectus was a aixteen-page quarto pamphlet including (1) a
csofy of the contract between Plockhoy amd the burgomasters, (2)
a8 sonnet by the Dutch post, Karel Verloove, upon the maxim,
"Union Makes Strength,” (3) Flockhoy's scheme for the establish-
ment of an 1deal commomwsalth, similar in most respects to his
london plam, (4) a poem by the Dutch post, Jacod Steendam, en-

32 Ibad., p- 6.

&3 Brief and concise plan intended o Yo a mutual agreement $o
lighten the labor, anxlety, and diffieulty of all kinde of
bhandicrafigmen by the establishmont of a gommnity or gommop
Sompany (mmmum_s_mm
States General of the United Netherlands, and especially undex
the favorable guthority of $he worshipful Lagistracy of the
_nuzmssm) on the South River in Now Betberland; gom-

xising agricitural people, marinerg, mem of 2l] necessary
irades, and masters of Zood arte and scienceg; and depending
nRoR the privileges granted by the said Right Worghipful to
ihat end, aa hereinafter set forth. (Amsterdam, 1662).
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titled "Spurring Verses," imdicating the intention of spurring
on friends of the umdertaking, and (5) a final statement that
those desiring to join the society should be premmred to depart
by the middle of September. From the latter statement it 1is
evident the prospectus was punblishad and circulated between the
9th of June, 1662 (the completion of the contract) anmd the
middle of Septeuber of the same year (the tentative date of
departure),

l’looidlqy's essay begins as follows:

Since individnals who go with their particular fami-
lies to some uninhabited or wild country often die or
have 1little success or becomse i1l for their imability,
poverty, or isolation, we (as lovers of the common
interest to advance our own and neighbor's welfare)
intend to eatablish--with the protection of the High
and Mighty States General of the United Netherlands
and especially with tlrt of the Honorable liagistrates
of the City of Amgterdam--a company or socliety at
the South River in New Netherland, consisting of a
peaceful, harmonious, and selected people who will help
one another in farming, fishing, and handierafts, in 32
attempt to improve the lot of many who are oppressed.

VYerloove's posm appealed to unity and ooncord as the supreme
goal for the iottlanant.zs Steendam's poem paints an exnggarated
pieture of New Notherland. He indicates the dream of establish-
ing, in time, s commonwealth of great size: "Commmnities the
groundwork are of every state; they first tho\ha.mlet, village,
and the city make; from whenee proceeds the commonwealth; whose
members great become, an interest in the couron welfare take. '?26

Many of the eleven stanms mught to quell objections which had

24 log.git.
25 See Appendix O,

26 Kort an klaer ontwerp. See Appendix D,
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been advanced against the project. "Some persons seem to have
had a religious fear of living in a state so democratic as the
one planned by Flockhoy. Steendam assured these conservative
folks that God would not withold his dlessings from this New
World commnity merely because it was to be governed by neither
kings nor dukes. 'f” Following is the oconcluding statement of

the pamphlet: )

Those who wish to join our company should be ready
%0 begin the voyage not later than the middle of
September of this year, 1662, and may inquire about
the departure in Amsterdam in the Brouerstraet, in
the "Orchard of New Netharland” (Boomgaert] from 8-9
a.m. and on the Sea Dike (Zee-d1jck| in the “Golden
Boat" (G11% Boot] from 6-7 p.m., but they mat an-
nounce theomselves as soon as possible at the afore-
said places (so aa to lose no time) as that we, knowing
the mmber of persons, may obtain provisions for one
year and also with the necessary tools and other
things to use over there.

If someone wuld like to send along with us some
goods or merchandise to be sold over there, he will
receive half of the profit besides his capital.

If someons who resides here would like to be a
partner for himself, his descendants or heirs, in
our common plantation to be establighed in the time
of 4 or 5 years, and in the cattle and other profits
fortheoming for the commnity, he may make %maelf
known in order %o make a ocontract with us.?

The mumber of people that fimally agreed to emigrate is
not cerhin,29 but the number must have been far shor$ of Plock-
hey's dreams. The group, at any rate, sailed in the ship, St.
Jagoll, shortly after the 5th of May, 1663. (It is possible an

27 Bllis L. Mesly, Brtralt of New Netherland, (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1945), p. 291. ,

26 Kort en klaer ontwerp. (mo pagimation).

29 Franeis Vincent states the number was thirty-five men. See,

A Higtory of the State of Delaware. (FPhiladelphia; John Camp-
bell, 1870), p. 393. The source for this is not given.
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advanee group embarked in the previous Fall as plamed). A part

of the invoice of goods of the St. Jacob follows:

5%h of May, 1663, at
Invoice of goods shipped in the ship, "St. Jacob,"

skipper, Peter lucas van der Goes, destined to go to.
New Amgtel on the South River of New Fetherland....

. . ° L L] L4 e [ ) L] L] L] L] e L] L . L] L L4 L] L ) L] L] L L] L]

Peter Cornelissen Plockhooy takes along for himself

snd his family--all kinds of necessaries and smll

articles for his own use, &8s for agricultural purposes

and elothing, etoc., also 2 half bags of hops, guns for

his people....%0

The J3t. Jacodb arrived at New Amatel on July 28th, 1663,
having left "41 souls with their baggage and farm utensils at
the &rokil,;fn comronly called Swaanendsel (valley of swans).
8ince Plo&hc;y was to have settled at the Horekil, his pooplé
were undoubtedly the forty-one “souls".

A year later, on August 27, 1664, the Dusch were forced
to surrender New Netherlsnd to the English naval foroes. The
fort at Eow Mul resisted, and during ths following month
Sir Robers Carr proceded to reduce and destroy the forts and
settlements along the Delaware. "Under him the only blood was
shed which accompanied the change from Dutch to English author-
11:3’.'fag A later acocount of the campaign contained the statement
th.t~b,rr “destroyed the Quaking society of Plookhoy to a milo.'f”

One scant pilece of information remins concerning the 'briof‘

30 New York Solonlal Paoumexts, XII, pp. 428-9.
31 Ibid., pp. 436=7.

32 Albert E. McKinley, "The Transition from Dutch toc English Rule
in New York," American Historics) Eeview, RI. (April 1901)

p. 718. -
33 Ney York Golonisal Doguments, II, p. 342,
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existence of the settlement. One of ite members had writtem to
$he ¢ity of Amsterdam stating that the Indians at the Horekil
"had declared they never sold the Dutch any land to inha‘bit.'fm
It soems apparent $tat Plockhoy encountered nothing but dirficulty
and heartache at the vei'y outset. Garr's procedure was entirely
at odds with the Duke of York's instructions that the people
were to be treated with "humenity and gentlomu.'fw Hd Garr
been less destruotive it is probeble the settlement at Swaanen-
dael would bave left a greater imprint in the colomial history
of Americs, for the English govermment proceeded to pursue a
1iberal policy in relation to the conquéred Dutch peoples. As
it is, there remains no record of the fate of the membars of the
eolony, save Flockhoy himself. “History throws no 1ight on the
subjest, and of contemporary documont. there are none. .“ Some
believe they were s0ld as slaves in the southern eoloniu.ﬂ
Peraps they returned to Holland. It is most likely they beecame

lost in the simffle and confusion of the obange in administration.

?4 dbid., p. 346.

35 Quoted in Charles M. Andrews, The Golonial Period of Amarican
History, 11I. (New Haven: Iale Univeraity Press, 1936), p. 98.

36 Sammel W. Pemnypacker, Elgtorical apd Blogrephical Sxetches.
(Philsdelphia, 1883), p. 50.

&7 This 1s corroborated by Stuyvesant's statement concerning the
English invasion of the Delaware: "At New Amstel on the South
River, notwithstanding they offered no resistance, but demanded
good treatment, which however theay d4id not obtain, they were
invaded, stript bare, plundered, and many of them sold as
slaves in Virginia.” See, Now York Colonial Documents, XI,

PpP. 230-1. ZFosaibly the English navy atill sought retaliation
for the massacre of English traders at Amboina in the Dutch
East Indies in 1623.
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If we xpew the names of any of them, which we do not, we could
doudbtless f£ind traces of their econtimed existence in the neigh-
borhood of the Delaware, as we have of Flockhoy himself.
Plockhoy seemingly eclaimed a plot of ground in the new
English town of lewes (now lewes, Delaware), mear the origimal

cite of his settlement, and built a temporary cabin for himself
88
and his wife. later he petitioned for legal ownership of the

lot. The court acted on Jamary 9th, 1682:

Upon the petiocon of Gornelis FPlockhoy the Court
Grant unto him the Towne Iott that he live upon in
Lawis and the lott next Adjoyning to that; on Con-
dition that he duild a dwelling house on Eche of the said
Lotts acoording to the dsmencons that the Governor shall
order, within one yeare after this Grant; or Else %o
pay five pounds to the use of ghe publick for Eache
Lott; and Lose his Lotts also.?

On the 28%h of May, Flockhoy declared allegiance to England and
became a citizen thereof:

This day Jolm Kiphaven, Alexander Moulston, Hal-
manias Wiltbanck, Cornelis Verhoofe, Cormelis John-
son, Francis Henry, Cornelis Flockhoy, Anthony Hamen
(Hancen?) Alias Haverla, haveing publiquely in opim
Court solmonly promised and declared in the presence
af God Alleaigance to the Eing of England, his heires
and successors; and fidelity to William Pemn, Prop-
rietary and Governor of the prévience of Pensylvania
& Territories thereunto belonging and to his heires
& sucocessors; After which the Govarnor declared all
of tham to be Naterallized and as free mem of this
Government as any English men. 40

36 The Federal Wrisers' Project, Delaware, (New York: Viking Fress,
1938), p. 196, contains the atatement: "Cormelis Flockhoy later
swore allegiance to the Bnglish, and in 1680 a lot was granted
to him in this town where 'he already has & house.'" The
latter clause is seemingly a direct quotation from an original
source, which the writer has been unadble to loecate.

89 6. E B, Tarner, ed., Soma Records of Sussex County, Delaware.
(Pniladelphia, 1909), p. 87. English documents of the period
nqod the 014 Style omlendar, while the Inteh employed the New.

40 Ibid., p. 97. Punotuation mime. IFrequent allusions to the
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Ten yoars later Flockhoy and his wife appeared in Germantown,

vhere they became public charges. Ferhaps, having grown old and

blind, he was unable to fulfil his odbligations in Lewes, and losgt

his land. As an only resort he surned to his fellow Menncmites,

who lad just recently established the Germantown settlement, for

assistance. His petition was not in vain. The Germsntown Cowrt

reoords show that he was treated sympathetically:

,» 25th Day of ibo 1lth Month, 1694/5.
To the blind man, Cornelis Plockhoy, is granted

the citisenship free of charge; and is granted per-
mission to reside at the end of the village on the
street fram Peter Clever 's corner upon & lot one

rod broad and twelve rods long whereon shall be bdbuilt
a house with a garden which shall be hias as long as
be and hig wife are living, tut upon their death the
property with all improvements shall return to the
commnity. It is further decreed that Jan Doeden and
William Bittenhnysen shall take & free-will offering
for him and shall have charge of the building of the
house.

L o & o e e o [ ) o [ ] [ ) L ) L J L] o . L] [ ) L] L] ° L] L] e o L]

2%k Semaion, 26th Iay of $he lst Mopth.
At the end of the Seasion, the business dbrought

up by Peter Clever was discussed, whiech concerned Wm.
Streyper, who gave an acare of his land to Cornelis
Plockhoy for as long as he and his wife are living.
Trees ahall be planted arcund the house; and after
they have died or have moved, the property shall be
evalnated ty an impartial eommittee, its worth deter-
mined, and sold. Hlf shall go to the eommmnity, and
half to Wm. Streyper; and the latter shall have the
right to reclaim the land, 41

individuals 1listed with Flockhoy are fdund in, Origipal lgnd
Iitles in Delaware Cormmonly Enown 88 the Duke of Iork Records,
1646-1679, (Wilmington, Delaware, 1899). Verhoofe was a
publie surveyor and clerk at the Horekil. Kipshaven was a
Justice (see below). The Duke of York had deeded the’

"Perrit ories” of the Delaware River to William Penn as far
south as Gape Henlopen, which included the region of the
Horekil. .

41 mw Bathbugh. The.original, in 0ld German saript, 1is

preserved in the archives of the Historieal Society of FPennsyl-
vania. .
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The last known reference to FPlockhoy is dated Jamuary 14,
1700, in the will of ons John Kipshaven. Kipshaven had taken
the oath of allegiance to the English erown along with Plockhoy
and othars (see above), and had been a justice at the “Whorekil®”
botween 1674 and 1685. The reference, which indicates that he
knew FPlockhoy as & friemd, follows:

1tem. I give and dequeath unto Cornmelius Fluckhoy
the blind man Twenty Shillings.42 ,

After perlaps eighty years of 1ife FPieter Cornslis Floekhoy
died among his own people. His death in physieal blindness and
poverty is an ironiel eulmination of a life devoted to the
relief of the poor and the weak. The rule of his life, as he
wrote, was the cormand of G ist;: "If any among you would de
greatest, lat him be servant of all. f“ ¥hat mst impress all
who read his writings is his -imuiéy. "For which end," he
wrote, "that we may transmit the world unto our poltarit;} ina
better condition than we first found it, I have contriluted this

“
11ttle."

42 Edwin Jaquett Sellers, Alliad Mmilies of Delaware. (Fhila-
delphia: Lippincott ®., 1901), p. 134. )

43 A Yay Propoupded. p. 1.
44 The ¥ay %o the Poage and Sottlpment of these Nations. p. 26.



Chapter V
PLOKXHOY'S REFORM SCHEMVES AND IDEAS

I. CONCERNING ¥AN AND SOCIEBTY

Plockhoy was not a utopian in the strict sense of the word.
He did not wish to build impossible castles in the air, but
wanted to apply his schemes to ths real life jroblems which
prompted them. "'Tis no Utopia," writes his poet friend, Steen-
dam, "1t reats oz‘l.principlol 'hi;:h, for trus liberty, presecribes
yom l;ttlod rulu.'fl Flockhoy was primarily a reformer. Be
wished to abolish two offences against man in the society in
whieh he liveds disunity and intolerange in religion, and soeial
injustice. The basis for his reform ideas in these two areas
ware the same: love, tolerance, and commnion as embodied in the
teachings of Christ. His remedy for the evils in religion was
the eventual estadblishment of a universal, undenominational
Christendom. The first step in the realismation of this goal was
the uparatioﬁ of ehurch and state, and consequently the aboli-
$im of the tithe and set confessims of faith. The second step
was to erect in every esmxmnity a general meeting house for all
Christians whare the Bible wounld be the supreme rule and matual
discussion the order of worship. 3ince men are the creations of

a single God, they should behave as brothers toward each other.

1 Eort en klaer optwerp. (no paginationm).
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This concept of the universality of men is central in the reform
of soclal wotlems as well, although FPlockhoy gives up the notion
of bringing at onge all men together in commnion. Now he states:
"If we be insufferabls to the World, ami they be incorrigible or
;nhetterablo as to us, thon let us rednce our friendship and so-
ciety to a few in rumber, and maintain it in such places as are
separate from other men, where we may with less impediment or
hindrance, love one another and mind the Wonders of God, eating
the bread we shall earn with our own hands, leaving nothing to

ths body but what its nakedness, hunger, thirst, and weariness
calls for. 'fz The change in the unit of reform was partially the
Tesalt of ;ho failure to make any mrogress in effecting tho.
"general Christian meeting-place." lbre particularly 1t wes
‘r;eoanao Plockhoy had bedome greatiy concerned with ecial as well
as religious injustice in the world. BHe gave up working through
the government and began laboring directly with the poor claases
in society. Lven as he was petitioning the Rirliament of the Pro-
tectorats for reform in religion he was becoming aware of the so-
¢ial injustice arcund him. His letter to Parliament of Janmuary 24,
1659, ends with the injunction: "Give ear to the poor, for the ory
of them is exceeding great in theio latims. 'fs In the first para-
graph of A Way Propounded he writes of haviné become aware of the

great inequality and disorder among men in the world, "that not only

-

2 An Invitation to the Aforemeptiozed Jociety. pp. 9-10.
3 Ihg Way %o tho Peage and Settlement of thesq Iakiona. p. 6.
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evil governors or rulers, covetous marchants and tradesmenm,
lagy, idle, amd negligent teachers, and others, have brought
all under slavery amd thraldom; tut also a great mmber of the
common handicraftsmen or laborers, by emdeavoring to decline,
escape, or cast off the heavy burden, fill all things with lies
and deceipt, to the oppressing of the honest and good people,
4
whose consciences cannot bear such practices.” His goal was
"to set up as in former times righteousness, iove, and brotherly
: 5
sociabloness.” He would bring the socially downtrodden people
into commnioz; with himself anl each other to better their lot
in a cooperative manner, living apart from the larger soclety,
but remaining economically a part of it. It is intereasting to
note that social problems of non-mambera would still be a congern
of the socloty:
The principal public servants should appoint soms

comnissioners from the colonists who will be gharged,

at the expense of the society, with the care of all

needy widows, orphans, the sick, the old; in shorst,

all impotent men, women and children, especially

within the society, without forgetting however to be-

stow kindness upon all others who are not yet members,

and this not in a stingy way, but very liberally, yea,

brotherly, in order that the unfortunate will be saved

from becoming degraded, byt will become inatead worth-

while members of soeiety.

Iwo fundamental ideas in his scheme for a little commonwealth
were equallty and association. Although these are mt mutually

exclusivo 1deas, they shall be considered separately. Association

4 A ¥Yay Exopommnded. p. 1.
5 log.qit.
6 Kory Veringl van Nieuw Noderlants. p. 61.
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is a divime state, to be patterned after the Apostolic mode of
living, Man is esaentially a social being, desiring commnion
with others; but he reaches ths most perfect and blessed state
when God by the dispensation of his secret counsel brings him
into fellowship with others; ani when he would not exchangs this
union or fellowship for all the riches in the world. But the
more divine this state of friendship, the less is it seen on
earth. God is the only bond by which men in divine association
are tied together without bring unloosed and upon which they
resolve to withstand all sasasaults whatsoever. Nothing comes
nearer the divine mature than love, which among true friemnis
creates such an agreement that no secret, no joy, no profit, nor
any cross or affliction is unlivided, but whatsoever betides
oither of them is not otherwise than {f it were tha change of

ond alone, so that death 1tsolf can socarce separate souls so
totally united. Christ, by his doctrine and example, instituted
a soeclety of mutual love among 8ll members. He required all
gifts and means of subsistence in the world to be common, so

that all Ohristendom ought to be merely & certain great fraternity,
comprising such ss have denied the world and their own luats, who
conspire together in Christ, the sols head and spring of love,
doing well tﬁ one anocther, and distribute their goods to those
who stand in need. “Oh! tlmt we had this perfection and were
answerable to the en;l of our ereation! certainly there would not
be such go ing to law, such 1ntrcmh1u: and encroaching upon the
bounds of lands, such hiding amd close locking up of momey, nor






65

7
would there be such scraping together of superfluous Estates.”

If, therefore, God Jjoins some together who endeavor after a life
more regular than their former, each having ons to whom he may
communicate his secrets, a friendly reprover of his errors, a
resclaimer of him from the world's al nrementa, a comforter in
adversity, a moderator of joy in prosperity, and in all respects
a sharer in that which God hath libarally given, and last of all
ona ready for all cases and comitions that may happsn, these
are ths Imppiest of all persons that ever were upon the earth.
Nothing is more acceptable and lovely in the universe than har-
mony and concord which has 1ts origin from God. "“Firs, riches,
and estates” hindsr the divine assoclation among x;:on. They are
a burden, causing men to 111 their houses with furniture which
is not useful, a “troubls to get them, a perplexity to keep them,
and & grief to part with than.'fe Their alothes are so dainty
and sarious tat theqy cannot ait down anywhere without fear of
spoiling their apmarel. If they have no oms to behold their
splendor, all is in vain; tut if they have spectators, they fear
some will lurch, and others filch away from them their belong-
ings. "Shall we nevsr be able to attain this, to choose rather
to lay ﬁp ow estates in the mngry bellies of the poor than in a
fow bags? We shall be able to do all this if we forget not that

our God is the most faithful of all debtors and the most sure of

7 Ag Invitation to the Aforementimed Society. p. 2.
& Iy, p- 4.
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all securities. To how happy an hour are we born if we do enter
upon this commnion or rellovship!fg
Floockhoy's notion of equality‘ran in reality a protest
against artificial mechanisms of status in society, such as ti-
tles of honor. "The world hath her delight in different degrees
of dignities, states, titles, and offices, exalting themselves
one above ancther; but Christ on the contrary will that every
one shall perform his office as a member of one and the same
body, in which no one exalteth himself or accounteth himself
worthier than another.'flo His suspicion of teachers and
preachers, as will be ;een in the section to follow, concerned
thelir demand, by virtue of thelr position, for pre-eminansce and
dominance. In contradiction to the commnd of Christ who said
that if any among you would be greatest, let him be servant of
all, in the world they are accompted the greatest who mve the
most servants, and not they that do the most service to othars.
If people are to be measured according to the design of nature
and the rule of Griat, they should not be accounted worthier
than another merely because of their name., "The name of the
tongue, is that any more worthy name thanm the mame of tha Tinger?
The name of the eye, is that more excellsnt than the name of
the breast? No certainly; that whereby the members are different
doth not 1ift ttem up. Bab with us the name of lord and Gentle-
man puffeth up, and what else is it tut & mere name, the vanity

9 Ipid., p- 6.
10 1xmpyg,, p. 3
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whereof who sees 1% not? Yet we delight in such trifles, and give
way to them so far, that we will rathar hear a lie from a notor-

ixis parasite or flatterer, if he be but on cur sids, than to
11
heay the truth from an honest man, if he cross our interest."

In the ideal soclety which he envisioned none wers to be
chosen for leadership on the basis of riches or wealth, but ra-
ther for his wisdom. Flockhoy was more emphatie about this in
his plan for clonization in America than in England. "Everyone
who wishes to enter the society," he wrote, "must seriotialy and
earnestly mromise that he will never try to strive for any spe-

cial power, nor will allow anyone else to make the least efforts
12
in tmt direction." There is evidence of suspicion on the part

of some that he sought to abolish all differences botween men in
a forced system of commnism. His defense of the pro ject serves
to clarify his notion of equality:

Although the first article of Letter "“D" poses
equal ity as the basis of cur society, we hope that
nobody will be so naive, mmch less malevolent, as to
think, inspite of our clear distinction, that we are
attempting to remove all differences between persons.
This 18 80 far from the truth that we on the eontrary
believe that to be as impossible as that our fingers
would be the same length; for every luman being,
because of his matural characteristics and special
qualities, comprising a universe in himself, will
always remain different from others; wherefore they
emld correctly be considared the greatest fools in
the world who try to bring many people umder one rule
or strict way of 1life without considering what every
man in particular requires for his well-being. This
is why in the enactment of all laws for the society

—

11 1mig., p. 4
1= Kort Yarimel van Nieuw Nedarlants. p. 30.
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the common welfare should be kept in mind without
restricting anyone 's personal amd natwral liberty.

But to suppress the individual by force, as is usually
practised in the world, is according to ouwr opinion
mere ly deferring the larger evil and meking it break
out more violently. We want it understood then,
concermning our important foundation of equality: name-
ly, that in order to eatablish a stable Christian
eivilian society, republic, or commonwealth, an equal-
ity (between more and less intelligent, more and less
wealthy, mle and fermle, ruler and ruled) must be
contrived by reasoning and experience. Furthermore

be it known tnt we fight against all violations of
the true foundations of freedom, amongst which we
consider: all domineering over members of the society,
or exercise of force, moreover all complacent obed-
ience, such as in the Eomam mtholya way of imposing
upon us, freedom loving Dutchnen. !

FPlookhoy telieved that by the benevolsence and patience of God
it was man's opportunity, once he had tasted of the bitternsss of
tle world's pleasure, to rid himself of his troubles by treading
a path that was not erooked or rpgged, dut straight and smooth,
approaching the truest and highest pitch of all perfection, by
rarticipating in a soclety "whereof we have made mention, which
suffer eth no pride, riot, e;ceu, uncleanness, unjustiee, or any
evils which have been portrayed in their native colors; from
which society no man that professeth the name of Christ, and pra-
otiseth his doctrine, is excluded, of vhi.z sect, party, or by

what name soever he is callsd or known."

I1I. CONCERNING TEACHERS AND FREACHERS

Flookhoy had the highest respect for learning which is stimu-
1mted by an earmst desire to know the wonders and secrets of God's
13 1pid., p. 29.

12 Ag Invitation to $he Aforamenticned Soalety. p. 12.
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universe. But he had a great contempt for a certain class of
loarmd and religiocus men who ¢laimed to have disoovered great
truthe but were void of the knovledge of the prineiples of
Clxrigtian love and forbearance. His ideas concerning teachers
and preachers are revealed ind irectly in his reform schemes.
Religious bigotry, which he hoped to abolish by his first scheme,
is mrtured by preaclers of a certain faith who attempt o force
their doetrines on others. They persuade people so that the
people my the more willingly drudge for them, leading them to
believe they take eare of their souls as if they could love tha
soul which they cammwt see, and have mo compassion on the body
which they see. Educational bigotry 1s taught dy "laxy, idle,
and negligent teaéherl'fls who belong to one school of thought and
fail to recgnise good.-in other schools. "The Teachars, being
Spiritual Osptains, would rather (as to the generslity) for their
om profit mve Wars than Peace in Ciristendom; and therefore
they, aving rade an inowrable remt, do set people ons 2gainst
another, which mokes it appear that bty meture the pecple are mot
at so great a distance as they now appear to be. '316 The world
is in danger of Mlling umder the dominion of one particular sect
or school whose ministers or teachers are "infecting their forms,
not only in the mblic meeting places and houses of the poor or
hospitals, but also the universities which have by the subtilty

of tham in all countries almost lost the name 'universzl' by being

15 A ¥ay Eropounded. p. 1.
16 pid., p- 12.
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17
misapplied to self-ends and interests." In order to reform
these corruptions the magistratea should expel from the colleges
all mere humane forms of religion, so that teachers cease to
maks a 8rade and merehendise of the things of God. The common
people, not perceiving by reason of the great respect which they
have for the teachsrs and reachers that some of them geek only
to make themselves great, bave occasiommlly attempted to hold
forth ths authority of the Soriptures acoording to their own sense;
and when the teachers have introduced mtters contrary to their
reason, and the people have refused to receive them for truth,
they have been e¢mstrained from so nfuch as to gpeak or whisper
against 1t. All true lovers of the common good will labor not
only to take out of the world factions, but also all umne in-
veations or immovations in religion. Theywill put no trust or
affiance in any besides Jesus Chris¢, nor yet receive anything as
truth, dbut that which they themselves can apprehemd to be good
and agreeable to his doctrine, dJesua, the only perfect teacher,
who has been too leng trod under foot by sectarians, ought to be
se$ above all.

Worldly knowledge is mot so0 great a thing as it is eommonly
utoom, for 2a much as unier the title and disguise of being
learned the very shame of being found igmorant leads, with many
subtle inventions and mmlieious subterfuges, to the hiding of thg
extent of one's kmowledge from the eyes of the common people. If

men but brings himself to the touch of the warld through travel,

—

17 The ¥oy to the Pesoe apd Settlement of thage Mationg, p. 4.
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bhaving a free and pure mind, he shall be able to obtain knowledge
for himself, excluding the eloquence and prudence of the world,
coneluding that nothing is to be compared with Christ. As
princes are not born to rear up stately pallaces, the learned are
ot born for the writing of many unprofitable anmd frivolous dooks.

How I would that they that stand and admire at the fine
wits of cur age, amd the sublime learning of ocur times,
did but conaider with me, whetha these things which
daily please our eyes with their novelty, be indeed
such for which we may justly rejoice; or whether on the
ocmtrary i1t were not much better (since they are the
cause of so many griefs and troubles in man's life)
that we were advised by owr learned men to put them
away far from us? For what greater fruit of wisdom,

or what greater glory of the new revived learning could
there possibly be than te¢ bring humane matters to sueh
8 posture that we may atiritute our well-being and
felicity in this life to them under God, that by the
wholesome instruction thereof, that which is super-
fluous might de thrown away, anmd that which is unpro-
fitable might be cut off, and that we might truly be
distinguished from the dbarbarous and savage peoples,
not by Books, nor by Titles of Honor, nor by Universi-
ties, but by such morality as Christian Philosophy

doth prescrive. Let there come forth from the studies
and libraries of our wise men into the light, not a
contimation of prosecution of old old errors, or am
heaping up of new to the old, but on the contrary, a
Bule or Direction for a new and reformed life in Christ.
This will demonstrate that we are professors of the
best Religion and are imitators of the best 1life. In
the meantime let them mpt take it 111l that we do mo#
make any great acocount of these Sciences that are void
of Grist, that w» d0 not desire to know them; and if
we have drunk in any sach, yet we desire to unlearn
them, and with singleness of heart to become as ehildrem
who are altogether umaquainted with voluptuousness. In
this 8chool of Crist 's we hope that nalther Divine
Mysteries, mor secrets of NEature, nor the eontemplation
of rare matters, shall be wanting to us, since he former-
ly hath mnde 1t evident by the example of his Apostles
and holy men, how powerful he is in teaching, and them
especially he operns his unexhaustible treasures whean
hnmngs\viadom ceagseth and the skill of the world melteth

away.

—

18 Ap Invitation to the Aforenentioned Society, pp. 10-1.
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In his cormunity Plockhoy mede no place for the clergyman.
In this relation he wrotes ™...1t needs to be said that we intend
to found a society of peopl; with diffarent cmvictions, and find
1t immediately necessary to desist admnission to all ministers
without exception....For with the accepting of ministers of one
denomination many different convietions could not approve, and to
admi® a minister for each sect would, besides being impossiblae
for a smll, struggling soclety, b a ruinous pest of all peace
and eoncord. Without concord a well organiszed society can nei-
ther be founded nor improved, much less 1n any possible way de
lasting. It is further difficult for us to understand the pe-
culiar benefit which in any way could be derived from a minister
for such a society. We are well equipped with the best and least
costly of ministers, the Holy Soriptures. 'fls

But 1t is an expression of his relpeét for nowledge that he
made progressive provisions for schools in his society. The
masters of arts and scienges comprise one of the four elasses of
citisens in the society. "We consider it very necessary for the
special benefit that there be founded sbundant or sufficient
schools in the langnage of the society, for older pecple as well
as for the young, where everything will be taught and determined
in the moat clear and certain way, by indubitadle reasing, derived
from certain infallible principles. The experience to be gained

from histories, etc., would be mot less valuable for oldar people

19 Kort Verhael van Nieuw Nederlants, p. 28.
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than for the young. Ilearning of mathemntics and the dependent
sciences would be of especial utility in our society. It 1s to
be wished that medical science would be put on a much more
solid foundation in order to be more safely practised on women
and children, and even by women. ‘fzo

The schoolhouse in Flockhqy ;a colony was to be located in
the wuntry. Rich and poor would be taught slike, and those
without the society desiring to send their childrem there were
invited to do se. Girls as well as boys wers to attend school
three hours daily, and for another three hours learn some trade
or vocation. School was to be held six days a week, except
Sunday. The children were not to be taught any humane forms of
realigion, tut only the writings of the saints, and matural arts,
sciences, and languages, tlet their understandings, before they
have the use of reason, be not spoiled. On the econtrary it is to
be imprinted in them that they owght not in spiritual matters to
believe any but those that ave the spirit of God, doing miracles
as the prophets and apostles, for the faith ought not to depend
upon men's words, but upon the powar of the wonderful works of God.
3o doing‘there will be no foundation for sects, factions, or
schisms laid in their hearts. "Our childremn without doubt, will
be of differing opinions, and yét o reason, when they do not
hinder the common welfare, to exclude tham from the Society. It
ought to be considered that most differences (dwelling together)

. 21
by time, and liberty of speaking, will cease to be."

20 Ibid., p. 29.
21 A ¥ay Propoundad. p. 12.
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III, CONCERNING GOVERINORS AND GOVERILENT

FPlockhoy describes his philosophy of government and espe-
cially his conception of the 1deal governor in his letters to
Oliver Cromwell and the Commonwealth Farliasment. And the Kort
Varhael contains his own provisions in outline for the ideal
government for a small ecommonwealth.

He bases his noticns of goverument upon the Bible. The
power to defend the good against the evil, he argued, is ordained
of God, according to Romans 13.

The power to punish evil doers 1s ordained of God in

all lands, without respect of religion; and whosoever

opposeth that power, opposeth the ordinances of God;

not that all officers (though they rule ill) are of

God, or are his ministers, but those only who i%minuter

their office rightly, according to God's will.

Furthermore, in gonformance to the cormand of Christ to give to
Gaesar the things that are Caesar's, “we are to pay taxes and
tributes to the magistrates, beiné 1n<aubject under all huran
ordinances which are not contrary to the will of God. 'fza Plock~-
hoy, diverging from kennonite tenets, apmroved the ul& of $he
"sword" in government “for the protection of the good," and
ﬁmchlly for tha aboiition of arbitrariness in the ft;rm ofa
state~-church aystem or other forms of compulsion in religion,
speech, or thought. Bpt he hoped that after the abusers had lost
their power, "the sword may return into its right place for which

24
God has ordained 1%."

22 The Way %o the Peace and Settleoment of these Nations. p. 24.
23 A ¥ay Propounded. p. 9.
2¢ The Way %o %he Peace apd Settlement of these Natloms. p. 16.
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From this point Flockhoy begins to define the obligatimms
and limits of good govermmemt.
If the power (to defend the good against the evil)
in all Comntries be ordained of God, Romans 13., then
reason requires that all sorts o people of what Nations
soever, being in one Country together, should be pro-
tected as woll as if any of them severally was in his
own: which cannot be except there be a good publiock-
minded and godly Magistrate, that will suffer all sorts
of people in any one Country, as God suffers the same
in all Countries of the world; which I expect first in
, and so from thence to breat forth (as a light)
$0 all other Countries and Mations, as having lmg
enough walkad (3% in the night) by the glimpse of per-
ticunlar ligihts. .
Ploockhoy spoke contimuously of a “universal magistrate in Christ-
endom," God 1ad destined Frgland, not for a particular, but for
a general work. If his schome was pu$ inte operation, he saw
the possibility of people of many mations moving to Englamd,
where the government wonld keep its hands out of religion and
wonld be interested solely in protecting the people. "All
Christendom. ..hearing the repors of this moble Freedom will be-
gin to tremble, yea, even their silenced children whose mouths
bhave been miszled by compulsive restraint, will begin to speak;
and so In time of need, seeing your free Governmeat, may come
26
to shroud themselves under your wings."
Government should mediate between parties and factions anmd
conflicting opinions in the maintenance of peace and harmony. If
a person wishes to be a member of a particular gongregation, he

has that liderty, the same as others, and my honour the same

25 Ibid., p. 5.
26 Ibid., p. 15.
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with his presence, with his tongue, with his pen, and with his
money; but not with the gword or money of the government. Gover-
nors should be armed with a "divine foresightfulness and ciroum-
spection.” They are chosen fy all the psople and should stand
:lmovable‘in the gcenter, as moderators, between all sects. Thay
are in regard to their office aa treasurers who are entrusted
with a sum of money to employ, not for their owm or anyone's
private advantage, but for the benefit of all who have entrusted
the sum to them. If it were theo magistrates' work to set up a
nmational religion according to their own wili, then the world
wulX be in danger of having as many religions as there de
several ways of government in the world; and the magistrates,
changing their opinion, the whole mational religien must also as
often be changed. It 1is better and belongs especially to the
office of megistrate, not to follow the traditions of men, tu$
%0 disanml such as are destructive and without mercy or are
contrary to the law of nature and the revealed will of God. It
is also the magistrates' duty to diligently eonsider what properly
belomge to his office béfor§ he makes use of his sword, 1I%
belongs only to God and Gr'ist to have dominion over conseiences,
and to the maglatrates to prevent any from exerciaing lordship over
the consciences of othars. In so ding they would be true min-
talners and defenders of liberty, whan they use mot their power
against those who assart their own views, tut against those who
would compel others to be of their opinions. For this, that is to

deal equally in matters of religion with all subjects, is not only
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good and pious, but it is also the foundation of good government.
If %hey woulk remsin without usurping their office, magistrates
would not make laws in matters of religion, but only against
ovil deeds to mrotect the good, to the enmd that their subjects,
from whom they receive taxes and impositions, may be protected
in peace, of what religion soever they are. They should mot
mingle policy and religion, which were ordained for several ends,
$he ome to defend ths good men against the evil, and the o ther

to make the evil good.

There rermins only that the lagistrates (for an ex-
ample to their Subjects) do mull all humane commnding
and constraining laws in spiritual matters, that so all

» Yhich tho heavenly Father hath not planted, may

I %o the saying of Qurist) be rooted up, which
will veat take effect when the dominion of the Teachers

is, tIrough the power of the Governors, come to an end;
aml their hope of domineerirg over otheras cut off. For
Magistrates, instead of Lording it over Consciences,
gught on the coptrary %o hinder all lordship gver
Sonacienceg, that complaining and murmuring mmy come to
an end, and that the righteous may rejoice.27 (Plockhoy's
italies) ,

Plockhoj warned ths mgistrates of the words of Solomon “where
he speaks to the kings and rulers of the earth that a sharp judg-
ment shall come upon them that are in high places; for merey will
soon pardon the meansst, but mighty men, not standing in the
council of God, shall be mightily tormentod.'fza His secomd
letter to Cromwell concluded with a prayers ‘

0 Lord of all lords and magistrates, teach them that
rule as gods in the world to consider that they are but

men in Thy eyes; that thaqy may bhandle their subjects after 29
such a manner as they wish to be handled by Thee in judgment.

27 IbAd., pp. 25-6. 28 Ibdd., p. 2. 29 Ibid., p. 27.
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For his own little commonwealth Plockhoy desired democratiec
self-government (see below). Policy was to be determined by all
the members. laws were to be instituted by common consent amd
amenable always to discussion and amendment.

Our rules and laws being few, are to be only for

necessity, not to take away anyoms 's liberty, leaving

them always open to the trial of all rational men, that

80 salf-gecking (to be more or above others in nmatura

or spiritual matters) may be discovered and excluded.
Government for his settlement in Americs became somewhat more ela-
borate, although still limited in scope:

Concerning govermments: in order mot to be destroyed

or smothared by imposing military disciplinarians be-

for e really having begun..., and also in order to attain

a divine progress and growth for the common benefit and

satisfaction of every settler, they lmve not been able

to contrive anything better...than a eivil governmemnt

with equal voting power, subordinated to the Highest

Magistrates, or your A.A., and consequently limited,

as set forth in their last and "Still Further Remon-

strance," a.gd in the three previocus writings, now under

correction. ©1
Plookhoy's articles of government will be outlind more in detail

in a section to follow.
IV, FOR THE BESTABLISHERT OF A UNIVERSAL CHRISTENDOM

The purpose of FPloskhoy's first reform project in Bngland was
"to raise up an universal lagistrate in Christendom that will
iurtor all sorts of people, of what Religion soever they are in
any ona COountry as God, the great liagistrate, suffers the same in

30 A Way Propounded. This paragraph was not in the edition "printed
for the author,” but was in the "Giles Balvert" editioms.

31 Kort Yerhael m‘ﬁim s derlagts: P 66.



79
32

all Countries of the world." Thug he believed that inaamuch as
God 's Kingdom was universal; i.e., it was applicable to all men,
the church and all Cristian activities on earth should be tem-
pered by a sirglemess of rocedure and purpose. It wasn't nece-
ssary that men accept a common interpretation of the Soripturea.
On the contrary a difference of opinion was to be expected; and
for tmt very reason a state-cburch, which would impose ons
interpretation and one creed, should dbe abolished. It was impera-
tive, however, that men attempt to resolve their differences of
opinion, not by force or compulaion, but by a free exchange of
ideas, “tha$ the weakness or ignorance of some may be remedied
by the fmowledge of otharl.'fss If differences ocould not be re-
solved in this manner, Soleranocs of the divergent opinion was
necessary. "We must allow that liberty of speaking %o others
which we deaire oursslves, without tying anyone to our opinion
esoWithout stumbling at any differences which do mt hinder love
and piety.'fu Flookhoy 's idea of tolerance ia the significant
part of hi; plan, It déel not imply an acquiescience to ignorance
nor surrender to force. It is simply %o insure peaceful relations
botweel; mn in their search for $ruth. Flookhoy is alternately
filled with hoys and fear, hope for the good influence hig ideas
would ave and fear that the servants of the state will be pre-

mturely ensnared by the agents of state-~cimrchism,

32 The Way %o the Peace and Settlement of these Mations, title-page.
33 Ibid., p. 22. .
34 4 Way Fropounded. p. 12.






I have with rmuch cheerfulness beheld the great
freedom which this Nation (since the putting down
the suthority of Bishops) doth enjoy, which I hope
by degrees will more prevail in the world to the ta-
xing awmay of all force upon Consciences tlat men my
be led and governed by reason, as men and mot as
beasts by cmpulsive power. It is most necessary
that t1® Example of Christ (to reconcile all into
ons) shmld be followed: for those that force the
Conscience, being not able to bring 2ll under them
by worldly power, do comrmonly manifest their own in-
clination to be void of Christian love and forebear-
ance by gathering into Sects and Schisms so that
besides the great Antichrist, there arg many little
Antichrists that enieavour to rise up.>2

By the appellation "Antichrist" Plockhoy slludes to the Romish
omreh, and by "little Antichrists” refarence is mde to the
contemporary Prt;testant state chur;:hea, particunlarly the Lutheran
and Calvinist. "Kings and Princes, who being separated from
Fopery, have made themselves unworthy of the blessing of Christ

by giving honor to the bare name of Luther, (alvin, and others,
86 .
instead of giving it to Christ."

Flockhoy's religicus progralm was both negative and positive.
It 1s nagativé in tlat Cromwell was to avoid the evils of $he
state-chmrech system of gover nmemt. Flookhoy writes:

Let some course be taken that all parsons may buy
their estates free from Tithes, that thereby henceforth
one in all your Dominions may be forced to pay Tithes
%o the linisters, for that hath been and is atill the
chief cause of persecution and discontent in these and
other Natims. Suffer by no means (you having respect
to the Honor of Christ) that any Confession of Mith be
set upon the Throne as equal with the holy Soripture;
for Confessims are only to distinguish one Sect from
anothar, 37

36 Ibg Way %o %lo Feace and Soktlemont of these HMations. pp. 6-7.
8 Ibid., p. 20.
37 Ibid., pp. 2-3.
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Oﬁ the positive side, he wrotes "Evem though Christendom is
divided into divers Seots, a general way of Church-meeting
should be imstituted for the hsaring of God's word read unal-
tered and unsophisticmted, leaving freedom for all Sects, as
well the one as the other, to assert their own apprehensions
and understandings upon the Lessons of their laster Christ,
without being tied to ons anothers oplniou.'fse There was to be
in every commnity one general Christian au;mbung plaoce where
all would come together for spiritual meditation and an exclange
of views concerning Biblical dootrine. This sssandbling place
was to be arranged "in such a form that all people may see cne
another round-about by the help of seats, rising by steps, hav-
ing before them convenient leaning-places to read and write upon;
also one desk aloft on one side or end to hear the holy Sorip-
tures read at a set time, giving freedom after the reading %o
all people orderly to confer together concerning the Doctrine
and Instruotion of their lord anmd Master Cirist. 'fag This pro-
gram was not to replace individual church aotivﬁ;iea, for "even
as the Jews, being divided into several Sects (as Pharisess,
Saduces, Beseens, and Horodiang, &c.) me$ together in one Temple,
80 we would not deny any partionlar Oongregat 1oiu of their
freedan of peaceable meet ing among themselves about the Ordi-
mnces of Jasus Christ (as the orders or synagogues of the Jews

were not at all infringed) nor bereave the ministers or teachers

%8 Ibid., p. 8.
39 m, ppo 12-13.



of their bemefit which they do receive of their own people for
their maintenance, for they, baving a fit opportunity, may the
better bring in their sense with othars into this general
church-meet ing; that so the truth getting enlargement, the bad
($hat ocannot emdure the light) may be discovered and made
40
known. " In elaboration of his program Plockhoy described
the place of the mgistrate in the meeting-place. It would be
necessary "that the Authority of the magistrate interpose in
this gmeré.l assandbly or meeting-place that everyons may speak
in their order, may after due warning de ejected till they are
better disposed withmut oppressing them by imprisomment or
4]
otherwise." Thus 1t is observed that although the government
was mot to dictate the religims faith a man subscribes to, 1t
had a function in the new arrangement. The result of the plan
was envisiomed as followa:
Hence when understandings might be g0 free and

uninterrupted, there would not only arise a clearing

of the understanding and reforming of the lives of

people; but also a yielding, submissive, condescend-

ing love:; for the wisest and expertest men daily

ocoming thus Sogether to teach amd to be taught, it

would incline the hearts xs those that should behold

them one towards another.™

It was %0 be hoped that 1f Gromwell initiated this sort of a
program, other nations of the world, especially those with a
state-clurch system, would follow suit. It is to be an example
to "Hollamd, Denmark, Sweden, France, and other Kingdoms, who
seeing there is no force mor comstraint used, will easily de

43
brought %o a firm bond of Unity.”  Evenm those tInt slanier

wm.. Pe 13. QM, p. 22,

e Dy, p. 4. 43 D1, p. 20.
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Gromwell for heving no religion may perceive that he does only
maintain the Christian religion “taking away that shameful
reproach that the liagistrates and Ministars in England have
broaght down the King and Bishops rather to succeed in their
places than to bring the people to psace anmd lnppineu.'f“

Plockhay 's manner of meeting in common assemblies inwhich
the reading of the Scriptures received a esntral emphasis was
characteristic of the Collegiants, as was seen in Chapler II.
It was, in fact, from such gollegia that the movement received

its name.
Ve FOR THE BSTABLISHUENT OF THR IDRAL COMMUNITY

The totality of techniques which a group of people employs
in adapting t hemaselves to the enviromment is known as their
1500111&1«.»103.?.‘5 Technologiss vary aecording to the special comb-
ipations of rinciples utilised. The relative complexity of a
technology is meamred by the degree of specialization, or
division of labor, and by the efficiency with which the people
amass surplus and interact in concert.

Divigion of labor, Plockhoy sought to "bring togethar a fi%,
suitable, and well qualified people into ome household govermment
or 1ittle commonwealth, wherein everyone may kaep his property
and be employed 1:6 some work or other as he shall be fit without

being oppressed.” The four general classes of members of the

4 Ipyd., p. 5.

45 Eliot Dismore Gmpple and (arleton Stevens Goon, Pringcipleg of
Apthropology. (New York: Henry Holt and Co., 1942), p. 248.

46 A Way Froponnded. title-page.
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commmnity were (1) husbandmen, (2) handicraftsmen, (3) mariners,
and (4) masters of arts and sciences. The society would not
probadbly begin immediately with all four classes. So that it
wonld realise an early profit, the first menmbers should be un-~
married persons and craftsmen whose [roducts have an immediate
and constant demand, such as weavers, tailors, and shoemakers.
Thare wuld be an early need for tradesmen to sell the roducts,
although the craftsuen might act as tradeamsn in turn eelling
their own oducts. Then could be enlisted members from the other
occupations. After trade commenced there wuld be a greater need
for staples, and "here mow will be use for sheep and kine,nof only

. 47
for their milk and flesh, but also for their wool and skins, &c."

Thie development in the evolution of the society would create a )
nsed for husbandmen "for the breeding up of cattle, poultry, &e.,
and especially for tilling the ground for corn, flax, hemp, &e.,
&c., also gardiners having skill in gardening, for roots, plants,
and orehards, for fruit, flours, and herbs, as well medicinal (for
our physicians) as others. 'f“ This statement demotes the growth
of complexity in the whole scheme smd the interrelation of the
working classes. The husbandman not only provides a sourece of
food but also staples for the craftsmen and medicines for the phy-
oic_ip.m. _ For thg building of the huge houses the society would
need brickiayer 8, carpenters, and smiths, who after completion of

the houses would build ships "not only wherein to fetch and sarry

@ By, P 4
48 Igg. oit.
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goods to and from the city, but also to catch fish for the
8o claty. '7‘9 The work of the carpemters subsequantly creates
a need ft;n' mar iners, with whom the society has all things in
common while they are in "Flanders, Holland, France and othsr
plaool'fso as well as whan they are at home. The first of the
mstar; of arts and sciences would begin by keeping books, mak-
ing schedulas, serving as navigators, and the like. Ilater they
would serve their more important function as teachers of "latin,
Greek, Hebrew and other languages, as also physics, nmsic; and -
othar useful things refarring all to a good and spiritual ond.fsl

FPlockhoy listed the types of craftemen the commnity woul(i
need, seventy-two in the firet edition of A Way Fropounded, amd
seventy-seven in the second. These lists, however, were not to
be considered complete. To illustrate the degree of specializa-
tion among the ocoupations he distinguished between carpenters and
ship-carponters, brickmakers and bricklayers, brewars and distillers,
glassmkers, looking-glassmakers, and spectacle-makers, printers
and bookbinders, pinmakers and needlemakers. In each class of
workers there would be a need for foremen, to be gchosen by lot from
amng the experienced. They were to work the same number of hours
as the others. Ko one was ® have superiority in status, only in
role, and then for a limited period of tims. Womemn ware to de

employed in "housewifery." Children, girls and boys alike, were

49 loc. clf,
50 Log.git.
51 Log olt,
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to be in school for three hours daily and for amother three
hours learn several trades. Besides the basic sclences, boyas
were to learn ¢iphering and keeping books of accompts, and

girls ware to receive imatruction in housewifery. Children were
further to wait upon their elders at the dining table.

Principles and Teghniques, In gensral the essence of the
scheme was %o pool all skill and experience in & cooperative
enterrise for mitual benefit and happiness. Although it was
communistic in the fields of eomsumption and production, it was
primarily a socialistic system in that it was Joint-stockism
based on trads with and profit from the greater meciety. ZFro-
party was i to be commnal, in accordance with the “Tenth
Commndnent® which states explioity that mone ought to coved
another 's goods.

The coxmnity was to be started by investmenmts of money,
land, and stock by interested individuals who would then act as
"fathers" of the society. Wmtever anyons had contributed to the
éompany in the way of land, money, or movable goods was put to
hia credit, ut was to receive no interest. There are remrkadble
provisions in case of death or withirawal from the society., If a
menber decides to leave, he ray lave his proparty returned with a
$hird of the accrued mofit. If a young man or women leaves the
society to become mrried he shall ra&eivo some of the ascumlated
profis of the household. If there happems to be no mofit, the
members will give him gifts. If the society is dissolved, all

ereditors are first to be satiiﬁed and the reminirg land and
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money divided “among the poor only who Imve brought nothing to

the mosiety, except there be poar kindred of those that (out of
love) have given to the stock, such shall have an equal propor-
tion with the others. '?52 The writing continues to describe the
techniques in detail, including such matters as hours of labor,
buildings, personal quarters for families, storehouses, manage-
ment, trade, finance, schools, and religicus activities. I%
deliberately aimad at the combination of agriculture and indnstry,
with more emphasis, perhaps, on the latter.

Concerning productim, aix how's a day shall be the rule for
all member s of the society, either three hours in the morning and
three in the aftermoon, or (which mny might prefer, especially
in the hot summar) eix hours in the morning, Sundays always excepted
in this as in other cases. The hours of work would ord marily be
from 9 a.m, until noon and from 3 p.m. until 6 p.m. Ths rest of
the time is to be used “for the refreshing of their bodies and
rofitable exercises of the mind.'fss Non-members who work for the
society for wages, but are mot qu;nried for membership, are to
work twelve hours daily, from 6 a.m. until noon, and from 2 p.m,
until 8 p.m.

The location of the society is nelther urban nor rural, but
a ocombination of both. With the accumlated stock two large
bouses are to be built, "one in (or about the) city, vig. a ware-

house for merchants or tz;adennm, another 1n the cowntry near a

62 Ibid., p. 3
83 Ivid,, p. 2.
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river for the hugbandmen, handiecraftemen, schoolmasters, anmd
ma.riners.'f54 The urban dwelling is to be primarily a sales
building, which might best be described as a sort of department
stora. It is to be large enough to accommodate twenty to thirgy
fanilies and places for shops and professional servicea. It is
%o be "the fowniation of the whole work, not only by reason of
the profit that comes by trading, but alao because the handi-
crafts, belonging thereto, depend thereon. 'f55 The department
store will mot suffer from competition and will be profitable
and expand for three reasons: increasing sales due to low prices,
low overhead, and good morale on the part of the workers. The
morale will be high becaunse the profit is used for the ¢ommon
good. FMarthermore, the margin of pwofit will be greater because
of woduction onr a large scale, The chief men in the city will
be tradesmem; btut with the tradesmo n there will algo be s gme
physicians, barbers, and apothecaries. The barbers and physi-
cians, will serve the rich for money and the poor gratis, some
going abroad to visit patients, and othem staying at home to
serve the people that e¢ome to them. It is to be hoped that this
aysten will increase the volume of trade, for it will advertise
that “we sell all things at a reasonable rate without deceiving
a.ny.'f56 The eity house should alsg have some women and childrem

who keep everything in order and ready-made, and to act as sales

54 Ibid., p. 3.
65 lgg.clt.
56 Ibide  p. 4.



clarks.

The country house is to be the cemter of production and the
common residence of the association. It is to be situated along a
river with a quay to acoommodate the ships. Aroumdl the house a
moat and drawbridge will protect from thieves and robbers. The
drawbridge is to be situated in such a way that "fish my come
cat of the river into our water and not go out aéain. "_57 In the
house itself there are to be private and publie rooma; "a chamber
and closet for evary man and his wife, a great hall ¢o iay every-
thing in order, a place to dress victuals, another to eat to-
gether, a third for the children, also cellars to keep meat and
drink in, a place for the sick, one for the physicians and chir-
urgeons, furniture and medicines, one other for all kinds of
useful (as well as spiritusl) books, maps, and other instruments
belonging to liberal artas and sciences, several places for scho-
lars, a place for strangers, &o., who intending to stay any
long time, shall do some work, or pay for their lodging and
diet.'fss In the actual domestic arrangements joint mapagement
‘ mlsI‘be advantageous in every respect. "25 women in cur society,
when all things are done orderly, shall h;ve no more business to
trouble their heads with than one woman in her own private fam-
uy.'fbg Besides lightening tha work, 1t will be very profitable

to employ colleotive housekeeping. If a munired families live

67 Ibid., p. 5.
58 Log.clt.

59 Ibid., p. 7.
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together twenty-five women can do the work which otherwise a
hunired would have to do; the other seventy-five could do pro-
dnotive work, which many of them would prefer. And even in
other respacts economy could be effected. Instead of a lmndred
fires, perhaps four or five "great fires" only would be re-
quired, one in the kitchen, éne inthe cﬁﬂdren'a Troom, ete.
Everyone shall eat togetler "sitting at the table in order (as
Joseph's brethren) the women ov er against the men, young men
next their Mtlers, and maids next their mothers, the young
people waiting by turns at the table, that so no ocne may de
respected above the other, neither will it be meedful (being
assured of one anothars love) to use the ceremonies of putting
off the mmt, or common d&rinking to one another, yet nmot to
hinder any man from showing his hearty love to a stranger or
otherwise. .f60

no&ioy comb inea good businass principles and practices
with his social concerns. Every aix or twelve months an inven-
tory 18 to be taken and "what is overplus above nacessity" will
be given to members of the wclety "so that everyone my rave
wherewithel to give to the poar or to please hia friend. '161 A
muber of featwres are designed to attraet the bourgeoil-elementn
of soclety. The childrem of rich pesople not im the society are
invited to come to the household schools. The training of the

children of the rich people will be a point of contact and attract

60 Log.-glt
61 Ibid., p. 6.
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the parents "to buy wares of us." In the city demrtment store
some person will necessarily neeci to decorate and trim garments
in the styles of the day. However customers desiring such
elaborate clothing will tring the "umsecessary trimninga'f to
the store as thoy will mt be for sale there. lembers of the
society will wear no trimmings on thelr clothing so that in
time “vain-gloriowe men" may be convinced of their folly. In
the l;oiety apparel is to "be fitted for the body and convenient
for the work without being tied to fashion, color, or stuff,
only the unnecessary trimmings to be forborm, that God's crea-
tures, which he lath mde, be mt misueed.'fsz Ir anyohe wears
firer clothing it shall be a sign to the pc;or that "ln hath
ability above others to relieve them.‘fss This aace‘fsic doetrine
should in no way, however, repel cuah;mara. If, for instance,

a parchager desired to have articles of elothing trimmed orna-
mental 1y, they ought mot to offend him by pointing out that
finary is sinful. Plockhoy adds humorously that 1t ia certainly
a great pity that Adam ate of the tree of knowledge, but we
should never be able to ecure men of their love of finery except
by example. br this reason the refusal to make ;1nery would be
impolitie, that if the young people brought up in the associa-
tion should suddenly have to seek wrk, they would have meh less
chenoe of finding it if they did not know low to make f inery.

The government of the society is to be democratie:

62 Ibid., p. 8.
63 log, cit.
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A man about 40 years of age shall be chosen chief
governor of the whole society, everyone giving his
voice for him, tlat he judgeth to be fit....lNone ia
to rule longer than one [unless reelected| least he
domineer in his office, and others, seeking his fa-
vor, play the hypocrites....This man having governed
one year, a new choice shall be made, with libarty
to choose him again that last governed, as well as
anybody else, by this means hs that hath a mind to
cont imme in the government will Inve an inducement
to rule well.

Har e none is to be chosen for his riches or wealth,
as we see come to pass in the world (to the ruin of
almost of all commonwealths), but for his wisdom.
Men and women having the oversight of meat, drink,
and other things, shall govern by turns, and in some
case some would rather keep to their ordimry work,
they lhill be passed by, and others ut in their
stead. &

Three of the men “uppermost in the government® will lave the keys
%o the oash box ar treasury, which will be locked with three
locks. Thus all three men must be present when the clest is
oponed. "A three-fold cord doth mot easily break, saith Solo-
pon. 765 .

'Iorkmm will not suffer from the opmression of employers by
performing haavy ladbor and receiving low wages, but instead 'fthc
gain of the tradesmen will redound to the benefit and refreaﬁment
of the workmen. "66 There will be no need for imswrance for all
lisbilities vill be assumd by the society. Tradesnen will not
need to worry about risks and losses "for the loss that is suf-

67
fared 1ieth upon mone in particular.”  There 18 no need to make

64 Ibid., p. 6.
65 Log. i
66 log, olt.
67 Ibid., p. 8.
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provisims for old age "for the aged will be better looked after
than the young, the a:lcf: than the healthful, and the children

68

after the death of their marents than before." If any fall
sick he will not only have good services from‘a physician tut will
be "freed from all worldly incumbrances” pertainimg to the well-
bei:is of Ms family. Widows will de caied for along with their
ehildren. "Those among us that desire to marry will mt so
easily (having seen ome anothers conversation) be deceived, as

69 .
they are now in the world." Young psople need not get married
prematwely, as was btut toc; frequently done, simply in order to
avold slavish dependence on the parents. They might choose their
pertners for their 1ife with delibveration and with full liverty,
as they need not marry members. ZThms, the society will be con-
ducive to good family Uife.

In his plan for the commmity, as in that for a universal
Christendom, Plockhoy advocates the elimination of all denomina-
tional differences in religious activities.

For in spiritual things, we ackmowledge none but

Christ for head and Master; who of old lnth appointed in

bhis chuwrcoh prophets, evangelists, mstors, and teachers,

these Inving thrmgh the spirit of God (which led them

into all truth) brought forth (and left behimd them)

the writings of the How Testauemt, we own for ambassadors,

and their words (without any interpretations of mem) for

our rule and plumet, keeping in ramenbrance when we

meat together, tiat we must allow that libarty of speak-

ing to otha's which we %sn‘e ourselves without tying

anyone to car opinions.

A meeting place with seats in amphitheater form, like in his pre-

68 Ibid., p. 10.
69 Ibid, , p. 11.
70 Iids, P 12.
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vious plan for commn religious assembling places in every
commnity, 18 to be a part of the structure of the society.

As stated in Chapter IV Flockhoy's plan for a settlement
in New Netherland followed his london plan in essence and out-
line. Some of the differences were neceasitated by the new
location. The settlement in the New World could not rely as
mich on trade with the ocutside world. Agriculture was to be-
cone the predominan$ interest, to ensure almost complete self-
sufficiency. lend and livestock was to be owned in common for
a period of time only, after which they were to be divided
among the members, thereby providing a greater personal initia-
$ive to work hard at the beginning. A greater opportunity was
given to adventurers who wished not to emigrate but %o invest in
the enterprise. Govermoent far the society became more impor-
tant inasmuch as the central government was more remote and had
less Jurisdiction over them. Since the Dutch West India Company
was & slave~-trading corporation amd Plockhoy's 1deas of equality
conflicted with the slave principle, an innovation forbvidding
slavery in the socliety was made. The New World further necessi-
tated a greater prepération for self-defense than heretofore,
especially because of the threat of the Indians. Iart of the
menbers of the society should de on guard at all times in readi-
ness to defend the colony. Since the Mennonitea, who formsd part
of $he msmbership, were nonresistant in principle, they were to
be exampt from protective service by mying a tax:

Those who bave conscientima objections against the

use of arms will be exempt from protective serviece by
mying an anmal tax to that part of the society which
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protects it, and whose task it 1s not only to appoint
officers, but also (besides the daily exercises and 7
drills) to provide ammunition and other necessities.
Provision was made for persons remaining at home but who

wished to participate in the profits of the colony to invest a

sum of money, for which they were to receive "a share in the

cattle that is bred, and all other profits which will result

from the ecommon labor during the mentioned [ firs% five) years. "72
Since the members do not wish to have slavery in the settio-

mend, everyone will have to work hard in order that the soclety

may show go ol progress; but if anybody, because of inattertiveness

or injustice, tmnsgressing the common laws or rules, makes himself

inaceeptable, he will, after being talked to in a friendly way

and being warned several times by the supervisors and others, bde

expelled from the society by a two-thirds majority of the votes.

He will receive his share in the profits which ware realized

dquring his time, after his share in the loan from the Amsterdam

Buréomsters is subtracted. llembers may sell their shares in the

common land as well as the undivided cattle and all that belongs

to the eommnity, or if they wish, to retain their shares in the

common interest and provide someone to work in their stead, if

the latter is acceptable to the soeciety. If anyone desires to leave

before the borrowed money is remid to the magistrates and return

to Holland, bhe shall always be free to do so, and he and his family

shall be transported at the expemnse of the society, provided he

71 Eort ep klaer ontwerp. (no paginatiom)
72 Log. olt, ’
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leaves to the soclety his share of the undivided land, cattle,
and everything else which belmgs to the comrmnity, taking with
him only his pereomal property, so that the remining members
will not be hindered in the remying of the borrowed funds to
the magistrates of the city of Amsterdam. If anyone desires to
move or travel elsewhere on his own erpenae; to leave the aso-
ciety permanently, he shall be free to do so provided he has
remid his part of the borrowed money and disposed of his share
in the ecommon land. Or if e wishes to remain a participant,
he may provide a substisute for himself., When thias is done,
overyone is free to live wherever heé wishes,

As & qualification for the exercise of political rights each
member of the commnity was to take the oath (or affirmation in
the case of the non-swearing Menmonites) of alleglance and regis-
ter his mme, age, residence, children, occupation, and religious
persuasion. Although it was declared that the society was b be
composed of persons of different creeds, they were to be Cirist-

lans. "All eccentric perscns such as obstinate papists which
are strongly attached to the Rommn chalr, parasitic Jews, Anglican
headstrong Quakers and Puritans, and rash and stupid believers in
the millenium, besides all obstimte presemt-day pretenders to
revelation, will lave to be carefully averted from this Cristian
ocivilian mciecty. 773 The laww and regulations were to be concurred

in by at least two-thirds of the merbers, who should vote by

ballot. The same number of votes was to be required for the

78 Kort Verhael van Niouw Nederlants. p. 52.
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changing or amulling of such laws; and to avoid all chance of
rashness, no such alteration could be proposed nor new lawsg
offered unless previmasaly submitted to the officers of the
agsociation and such as had been already in authority. Before
any enactment could be legally in force it was, moreover, to be
approved by the represemtatives of the city of Amsterdam. To
oonst itute a meeting for the elaction of towmn ~officera. one
hundred members were required to be present. EHEach of thess was
to write on a ballot the name of the person he comsidered best
qualified for office. The namss of the ten having the highest
muber of wtes ware to be then sent to the Burgomsters of
Amsterdam to select five from the list who were to continue in
powar for one year. But if it sipuld happen that more than ten
had a mjority of the votes thome wio had the least ware to draw
lots to decide who s names were to be forwarded. In 1like manner
those who were akin by blood were to draw lots to determine which
should be dropped, since by the Dutch law no two relatives cmuld sit
on the same bench. 3hoWld the colony increase an additiomal towm
officer was to be allowed for every twenty families. After the
firet election this nomination was to be held a year in advance,
to allow tims for the names to be sent to and returnsd from Holland,
in eeason for the officers elect to enter on the performance of
their duties. No magistrate was to be reeligible until after an
interval of one year from the expiration of his term of service.

The o0ldest member was ® reside over the court at first, after
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which the longest in office. The elected magistrates ware to

be ¢lothed with the gemeral superintendence of the affairs of
the ocolony, and the settlers were, for five years after their
arrival, to labor and 1live in common. Thqy would work in groups
of ten men each under supervisio;a of a skilled foreman, working
six hours daily on an assigned section of land., The remining
time shall be left to each individual for his mivate affairs
and welfare, for which purpose each psrecn might have a semarate
piece of land for a vineyard, garden, or playground. After the
torm of five years the land and stock were to be divided, and
each was to receive his proportiomate share to provide for the
support of his family. Should be afterwards, however, prove
dissolute or idle, and fail to maintain those dspermdent upon him,
hs was to become subject to expulsion by a vote of two-thirds of
his fellow members, and the court was to assume the care of his
wife and children. In aiminal mosecutions carrying with them
capital punishment the proceedings were to be assumed by the
Dutch government in New Netherland; but in cases of a less grave
character and civil suits below a certain amount, as well as all
differences "between men and women, arents and childrem, servants
and maatere,‘man and maid serva.nts,'fn were to be summrily dis-
posed of by the town magistrates. Whoever refused to abide by
tha decision was to be fined in the first instance. In case of
contimmed contumacy he was to be deprived of his vote; and for

a third offense, expelled. In civil actims beyond a fixed

74 Ipid., p. 58.
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amount an appeal was to be allowed to a court of revision on
payment of a certain sum, Thias court was to be composed of
the mgistrates who had already been in office, of double the
number of those actually on the bench. In case these could not
be obtained, then it should comprise 27 persons taken from the
genaral body of settlers, who were to decide the question at
issue by a majority of wotes. ‘ It s a2 close approach to a Jury,
snd decision was to be final. The lawe regulating succession,
marriage, the rights of property and personal liberty, were to
be those in force in Holland, especially in the city of Amster-
dam; but for the performance of their duties tha mglstrates were
not be receive compensation, "not even a stiver." If they did
not act for the sake of honor; thoy were to d ac; fér the love of
their fellowmen. ZProvision was made for the encouragememt of
marriage among the younger portions of the society, for ths
comfort of the sick, and support of orphans and paupers.

FPlockhoy 's proposals for the establishment of his little
comuonwealth reveal remrikzble economic insight and business
acumen, Ho semses the close relationship between religicus and
economie factors in undertaking such an experiment. As a mative
of Holland, coming from a predominantly eity culture, he discermed
the organie connection between agriculture and industry supple=-
mented by commerce., For the social well-being of man his combina-
tion of urben and rural living is almost ideal. He avoided ex-
treme isolation, otherworldliness, and asceticism which character-
ized s0 many soclalistic experiments of his time. The diatribes

against organised religion in his writings are easily understood
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as part of his Collegiant background. Hls society has a dual
purpose: an economic one and a religious ome. The poor are to
be helped and a Christian fellowship across denominational lines
is to be created. "His ldeas must be considered as flickerings

75
of the modern lights of coperation and socialism.”

75 Irvin Horst, "Pletar Cormeliss Plockhoy: An Apostle of the

Collegiants," lionnonite Quarterly Revigw XXIII (July 1949),
p. 178. | -



Chapter V1
CIRCUIATION OF THE IDEAS

Between 1700 and the middle of the 20th century Plockhoy's
ideas for the reform of society had received littla attemntion.
But the writings which he left behind seemingly bad wide cir-
culation during the closing decades of the 17th century. Both
'ﬂtlngl went through several editions, the second probabdly more
than the first. Their influence are found in the publicasions
of two individuals--one in England and one in Holland,

In 1695 John Bellers, from whom Robert Owen admittedly ob-
him( many of his ideas and wheo was acclaimed by Earl Marx as

1
“a veritadle phenomenon in the history of politiul economy,"

pnblim his mo.t important work, Froposals for rajsing a MLQS!
of Imdustry, of all useful Zrades and Hugbendry, with Brofit for
3he Rich, apd plentiful living for the Ror, and a good Education
for Youth. In it he suggested the capitalistic organimtion by
private undertakers of groups of five hundred laborers each into
cooperative units, which should eng2ge in large-scale emterprise,
develop production by chsapening food, eliminate waste, and so
makes 8 ten per oent or more ofit to the holders of shares. "Any
merit,” wrote Robert Owen, “due for the discovery celoulated to

offect‘more substant 1al andjermnmt benafit to mankind than ever

1 Quoted in, Eduard Bermstein, Gromwell aml m: Soolalism

apd Democracy ip the Greah Engliah Reyolution. (Londons
Gaorge Allen & Unwin Ltd., 1930), p. 256, ..
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yot contemplated by the human mind belongs exclusively to Jomn
Bellers. 'fz But as a later writer has suggested, "Owen post-dated
the origination of oollectivim.'fa lost of Bellers' ideas were
mapifest in essentially the same.form a generation earlier in
Plockhoy's, A Way Propounded. ILike Plockhoy, Bellers aimed a%

the establislment of a working association with Joint house-
keoping and coordinatim of the various branches of production

and employment, and wherein the membars would keep their own
woperty. He ealled his prospecstive mociety, not a workhouse,
which sounded too mch like a "Bridewell” or s commmnity, which
suggested commnism, bud a college, whiai indicated voluntary
memberghip. It was a combimation of industry and agrioculture.
lMore place was given to investments in the college for profit by
rich non-members, but no surplus was to be declared until the
requir ements of the workers have beem taken care of. Like Flook-
hoy, Bellers made a place for teachers and marinars in his ﬁciety.
The similarities in the two writings were suggeated by no less an
eminemt English historian than George Peabody Gooch, who writes:
“The resexblance of Bellers' plan to the scheme of Peter Cornelius
1s too striking to be accidbntal.f‘ |

H P. G. Quack, Dutch socialiat writer of the 19th century,

2 Robert Owen, New View of Soclety. (london, 1817), p. 14.
3 Gearge Peabody Goooh, The Hiatory of English Demoaratic

ddeoan
in the davantognth Century. (Cambridge: University Press, 1898),
p. 360, .

4 Ipid., p. 359.
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was greatly interested in the relation between Bellers and

Plokhoy, especially sinoes Flockhoy was a Dutchman., Quack pur-
sued an extensive investigation in his own country to discover
any possidble influence Plookhoy mighh have had there. It led

$0 the discovery of the publication of 1688 of one Abraham
5

Van Akkeren, entitled, Stichting $ot eon nodize socisteyt....
(Bstablishing a profitabls soclety of brotherly commnnion, re-

gulated by the rules and word of God in the Bible, comprising
people of professions and sclences, tradesmon and handicraftamen,
fishermen, farmers, amd other honest psople, who in common labor
with love, desire to do their work, to prevent the evils that .
people so commonly foster). "This little book," writes Quack, "was
from $he beginning to the end a translation of the English writing
of Plockhoy. :6 In hig critical cormentary Quack states that the
plagiarised ;milation was an unfortunate ons. The scheme had

5MMMMM&MW

met
koophandel of ambachtswaerk willen doen om go veel gonden niet
meer %o besaan, als mon in de zemeena ruymte doet. (Amsterdam:
Oornelis Blanksart, 1686).

6 H. P, G, Quaok, m“m (Amgterdam;: Van Kampen &
Zooun, 1892), p. 240. The first paragraph, translated verbatim
from the title page of Flookhay's, A ¥ay Rropounded, follows:
“Ben weg voor-gestelt, om de Armen, in dese en andere Natien
golukkigte maken, door het to-samen-brengen van bequaam Volk,
in een huys-houdings vouvernement, waar in een yder behoud
sijn vryheyt, en te werk-gestelt vorden in soodanigen arbeyt
als sy bequaam sijn, sondesr ymand to forseeren, zijnde niet
a8lleen een weg om de CGhristenden te Wevryden van het groot
ydel-quaad der menschen, maar cok van alie sulke, welke
hebben gesocht, en uyt-gevondem. De practijke, dat sy leeven
op den slaffaen-arbeyd van een ander."
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been revised in the form of 72 articles, and Plockhoy's original
idcas often provokingly altered.

Were they only errors of style and form'! But Van
Axkeren has also attempted to improve the original
project and has deluded the characteristic ideas of
Plockhqy. Not only does he change the working hours
of the members of the society from six to ten hours
(see Article 4), rearrange tha routine of the two
hoses, e¢ity and country...so that the inhabitants
move from one to the other from time to time (See Ar-
ticle 24), and stipulate that balf the income should
be distributed among the members and the other half
should go to the commmity (mee Article 72)--bu$ he
‘institutes & modification that alters the whole pro-
Jeot. The thing we appreciated so mueh in Flockhoy
was tha$ he severed all relations of his society with
the interests of a particular religious sect. Sec-
tarian religion during the 17th century was so
claracteristie of schemes of collective households and
inst itutions. But Van Akkeren does his utmost te
restore the sectarian idea. The soclety becomes a$
onge & narrow brotherhood....In short, Flockhay's
social p has once more the old taste of sectarian
religion.

Interest in Plockhoy has been generated in more recent times,
particularly among socialist writers and politiciama. Notable
among these are H. P. G. Quack, socialist historian in the Nether-

8 .
lands, Joln Downie, staunch advoocate of cooperatives in Great

9 ,
Britain, and Eduard Bernstein, the father of Revisionist Socialism
in Germany. Bernstein sees in Plockhqy an early advocate of many

of his owmn concepts. He especially admires him for his realistie

7 Ibid. , pp. 240-1.

8 Quaok's most extensive study is a several volume work entitled,
De Sqolalisten, Por . on Stelgels. (Amterdam, Van Kampen
& Zoon, 1899). BHe has written mumerous other works, two of
which are Studiln en Schotsen and Studiliy op Sogiasl Gabled.

9 A member of the tboporattn Union Limited (Holyoake House, Han~
over Street, Manchester), Downie writes for its official organ,
the gp_o_mm Beview.. In this periodical was first published
his commentary on Plockhoy, entitled, “FPleter Cormnelius Plockboy:

Piomser of the Firgt Goperative Gommonwealth, 1659; His Life
and Vork."
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approach, for his contempt for an orthodox religion, and for his
attempt to avoid the evils of a commnistic society. After
having been for more than twenty years a champion of so ealled
"orthodox" Marxism, Bermstein came to the conclusion that many
c;r llarx'u*vim no longer corresponded to the facts of modera
social fhenomm, and must be replaced by others more in con-
mmncﬁ with modern society. Bernstein emphasized the great
importance of coparative associatins, and urged the Socialist
party in Germany to free itself from revolutionary phraseology
amd illusory bopes of the immediate downfall of bourgeoise
society, and to work hand in hamd with all the democratisc ele-
ments that fight for social rei_’orm.

Other than purely historical interess in Plockhoy in Ameries
was stimlated in the early part of tha gemtury through the en-
deavours of the late William Elliot Griffis, minister and writer. 10
On one of his sevaral trips to the Netherlands Griffis, in the
name of the Netherlands Socliety of Philadelphia, placed a bronse
memorial tablet honoring Floekhoy in the town ball of Zierikses.
Ho Imd the burgomaster amd chief men of the eity coms togethsr on
the 19th of September, 1913, and the tablet was unveiled. Before
leaving Amarica he had appropriately imvited Rev. Jolm V. Bayley,
minister of the Germantown, Permsylvania, lMemnonite ehureh, and his

10 Although not a thorough scholar Griffis was a prolifie writer.
Iwo works on tke history of the Dutch in Amarica are, The
Stary of New Netherland (New York, 1909) and The Dgtch of the
Notharlands in the Making of America (New York, 1921). For
his essay on Plockhoy see, The New Schaff-Horsog
ef Religious knowlodzo (New York, 1911), Vol. IX
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obngregation, to the memorial exercises. "I believe your congre-
gation," he wrote, “was the first to make i:ubuc protest in America
against slavery, but Plockhoy was the first individual to do so.

Ho was a Memmite, and we honor his memory on September 19 at
11
Zieriksee, his bdirthplace.”

An interesting sidelight concerning the personslity of Griffis
was 8hat moat of the historical tablets which he placed in various
parts of ths world were financed by himself but a2lwaya in ths name
of some historical agency or society. The Nethearlands Society of
Philadelphia today bas mo record of having ever been responsible
for the Plockhoy memorial tablet. Its present Seeretary writes:

My membership in the NHetherlands Society of FPhila-
delphis dates from January 23, 1918, and for tha last
twenty-two years I have been Secretary and Treasurer
of 1t. I believe ymu are misinformed about our So-
clety ever having hung a memorial tablet in honor of
My, Plockhqy, anywhere, on any occasimm. William E,
Griffis was an Associaste ligmbar of our Soeciety for
many years, until he died many years ago. 1 kmew him
and remenmber him. He was very historiecally inclined
and was alwmys interested in some historical event,
person, or paper with refarence to it or him, memorial
statues of someone, or otherwise. Many of the things
tlat he d4id were on his own initiative, and individual
effort, without having a sponsor. I doubt not that he
444 what you say and was present at the dedication of
the Plockhoy Memorial Padblet, in the Town Hall of ‘
Zierikzee, Holland. IFrom what I remambar of lir. Griffis
1t would be just like bhim 0 do exactly as you have
indtcated. 12

In an address entitled, "Amsrican Gratitude in Bronse,"
delivered in the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel at the anmmal banqueb of

11 8ee newspaper article, "Honors abroad for pioneer buried here,"
Sermantown ‘Gazette, September 26, 1913. A Dutch .
newwpaper article which concerns Plockhaqy and the memorial
exercises in Zierikszee is, "Twee vermaarde Zierikszee¥rs in

Eieuw Nederland," Niguwe Rofterdamsche Courant, November 5, 1927,

12 Personal letter from Mr. H 8. J. Sickel, Secretary of the Nether-

.lands Society of Philadelphia, 723 Commercisl Trust Building,
Philadelphia 2, M.
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4he Holland Society of New York, Griffis reported on his $rip
to Holland:

Then wo went to the little tomm called Zieriksee. How
sorry 1 am for Amar icans who go to the Hague amd to Rotterdam
and who think they Iave seen the Netherlands! It is the
same with some Englishmen who visit ths United States.
With 21l due regard to New York, I do not think New York
is typioal of the whole United States; and one proof of
this assertion is that nearly all the people living on
Manhattan Island were not bornm here. You cannot know a
cowntry by simply visiting ita large cities. In the
United States you mmst go to the County Bair to see who
and wat the average American is and what he thinks; he
does not take hisopinions from the mewepapers; he thinks
for himself. And so, 1t is a good thing when in the
Netherlands to go imto the littls towns like Zierikzese,

a town that bhas a written history of a thousand years.

In the teautiful Town HBll-——and I wish we had many of
them likxe it in America--we lmd the Burgomaster and chief
men of the ¢ity to eome together at nine o'clock in the
evening (because the tablet had arrived late through
mistake) and there, in the best room, the Counocil Hall,
on the nineteenth of September was unveiled the tadlet to
Ploter Cornelis FPlookhqy.

. Every ledy in this room, to say nothing about th® men,
ought to be interested to know who Flockhoy was. His
descoendants to-day are among the most cultivated people
in the Netherlands,” Ploeckhoy had the vision of a nobler
ocivilizzmtion, and he tried to get Oliver CRomwell to
finanoe a certain acheme of his, which meant the settle-
ment of Delaware. I have nothing againat him because he
bad no use for wiat we call to-day “capitalists” of a
certain kind. It was the e¢ity of Amsterdam tbat finally
stood fineneial sponsor for the enterprise.

In Flookhoy 's settlement of twenty-five families, in-
stead of twenty-five women over kitchen fires, he had
five wvomen to do the cooking and the preparation of the
food; five women to attend to the bed linem and bedrooms;
and the young motlers to take eare of their 1little babies.
All labor in this induatrial colony was that of freemen,
for Plockhoy 's world had no slaves or unpald toil. The
rest of their time, after shortening wisely the hours of
mamual toil, was devoted to spiritual and intellectual

s The Memomnites of the Netherlands as a whole might have been
referred to, although tlere is still living today at Ministerpark
1l4-a, Hilvergum, the Kether lands, an individual by name of
Ploter Corneliss Flokhooy, who ¢laims to have descended from
the reformer.
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culture....in A.D, 1914, in this very hotel and in all
large hotels and apartment houses, what is to-day the
A.B.0G. of practice, such as central lighting, heating,
and cooking was the 1dea of FPlockhqy, over two hundred
years ago. Them there was not a paved or lighted street
in Northern Europe. Murthermore, Plockhoy 's was the
first voice mised in America against slavery. Surely,

we ought to remember his name, and so, in this towm %f
Zieriksee whore he was born, we mt up this tablet.!

13 Year Book of the Holland Scclety of New lork, 1914., pp. 227-8.
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Chapter VII

RETROSFECT AND CONCLUSION

Plockhoy 's ulti;tlnt-e goa.'l ﬁao religious reformation, the
osta.bllshmenfon earth of what he believed to be the "form and
doctrine of Christ.” This is the central theme of his writings,
particularly in his letters to the Cromwells. But it is not
this theme which gives his tracts significance. They merit at-
tention rather because of the social, economiec, and political
ideas which Plockhoy set down in his attempt to point the way
towards the establishment of the kind of society on earth which
he believed to be in harmony with the teachings of Christ.

These ideas reveal (1) that Plockhoy was possessed with an
inefght into the mature and mospects of group sctivity, (2) tbat
he believed in the fundamental principles underlying democratiec
rule, (3) that he possessed a considerable understand ng, not
only of human motivation, but of the political and economic pro-
cesses, (4) that his program of action was designed to meet the
needs of his time in & realistic fashion, (5) that he was con-
vinced that the Ciristian 1deal of brotherhood was a workable
winciple, (6) that witkin 1imits “one world" must be achieved.
These are the‘underata.ndings which‘both llnk.him to and set him
apart from his seventeenth century contemporaries, and give him
some claim to the distinction of having one of the first-class
minds of his period.

In Holland Flookhoy lived in emvironments in which Anabaptist

elements predominated. In many ways his ideas were related to the
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doctrine and philosophy of the less radical Anabaptists descended
from the Swisas Brethren and closely associated with Menmo Simons
and his followers. Like the lisnnmonites FPlockhoy sought to restore
Christendom to the form of Apostolic times. He pleaded with men
to give up teir worldly ways and live as the Apostles. They
should be in the world, but not of the world. Hs even advocated
that it were better that they separate themselves from society and
live in communion with others of like mind, rather than contime
to follow their sinful ways. In the new environment the members
would live simply, wear simple and practical clothes. The Bible
would be thelr rule, and each one wuld be responsible to himgelf
in matters of interpretation and to God for his shortcomings., In
all of these ways Flockhoy believed as the Menmonites., But in a
few respects he differs, and the disimilarities become more
apparent and resl then the similarities. ZPFlockhoy was ultra-
antisectarian, sanctioned the use of forece in governmmnt, and
minimised the importance of baptism as a Christian rite. The
Memonites were a sect, ware nonresistant and would have no
resort to force, and practised the rite of adult baptism. PFPlockhoy
was one of the many liberals in ths church, like Galemus Abrahams
de Haan. As such he was a typical product of the orisis of the
Mennoni te Church of the Netherlands in the 17th century. From
the Mennonites in the village of Zieriksee in Zeeland, he
probably first learned to oppose sectarian division. He later
slared views with the lammists, who minimized the importance of

creeds or strict rules of discipline. Out of the conflict which
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divided the lammists from the Zonists in the liennonite Church
of Amsterdam came a flickering of hope on the part of some
lammists for a univarsal Christendom. This notion too finds
its way into Plockhoy's plans.

Of even greater significance 1s Plodthoy's affiliation with
the Dutoh Colleglants. Three Gllegiant notions are dominmant in
his tracts. First was the idea that an absolute tolerance for
diverse opinions and views mist be maintained, rather than
ingistence upon uniformity in matters of belief and practice.
Second was the belief in freedom of thought, interpetation, and
expression in all aspects of 1life rather than bondage to creeds or
confessions of faith. And third was the substitution of reason
for complacent acceptance of traditional viewpoints or of those
in authority. On the basis of these notions Flockhoy defined
the universal Christendom which hse wanted Cromwell to imaugurate.
It was mt to be state supported. It was anti-Grlvinist. 1%
bad no professional clergy, little organization. The gollegia
wore the prototypes of the common meeting-places he wished to
set up in each commnity. Also from the Collegiants Plockhoy
derived the belief that divine truth must be confirmed by signs
and miracles.

In addi tion to the Mennonites and the Colleglants, the Reform-~
ateurg seem to lave had an influence on Flockhoy. BRadieal social
1deas were considered in the "Sweet Rest," but in the attempt to
restore Christianity "once more to a eingie sheeps fold," as Zoet

wrote. There was overlapping of thought between these three
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Dutch groups. Indeed there were Lennonites among the Reformteurs,
many among the Collegiants, and the latter were eventually totally
absorbed in Mennonite congregations.

In England Plockhoy was associated with several Puritan pam-
phleteers. Similarities of his ideas to those presemted by various
Puritans of the Left suggests that he should be clasaified also
with this segmenf of Puritanism. While his first scheme was
influenced by conditions in Holland, was religious in nature, and
expressed Dutch thought, nis second was propogated by conditioms
in England, was socio-economic in nature, and expressed ideas de-
rived through contact with English reformers. Through Hartlibd
Flockhoy received encouragement and probably an understanding of
the comunal arrangsment of the households of the Moravian Breth~
ren. Hs got from them, parhaps, the notion of common labor with
limited private proparty.l Commmnal living was advocated, as was
seen, by the Leveller, Willlam Valwyn, and the Digger, Gerrard

Winstanley. But certain disimilarities which set Plockhoy apars

1 OConcerning the working arrangenent of the Gommunity, Plockhoy
seems to have borrowed heavily from the Utopia of Sir Thomas
kore. A disdain for desire and wealth, simple attire, meals
taken in common with women on one side of the hall and men
on the otbher, political power vested in a single hand, the
inportance of an educational system, a six hour work day, the
devo tion of liesure time to the development of the mind anmd
to healthful recreation, few laws, and the belief in a single
supreme Being that made and governs the world, were concerts
in Utopia. In regard to religion the people of Utopia are
not required to accept a uniform faith. EHence all religious
views are tolerated which are not meni festly anti-social.
Putlic worship is so arranged that each can particimte
readily in accordance with his omm feelings, and yet expres-
sive of a common brotherhood. All of these notioms are

embodied in A Way EBropounded.
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from the Levellers, the Diggers, =nd others meke 1t necessary
to attach important qualifications to these classifications.

Plockhoy was not a philosopher who attempted to construct a
system of ideas. He was rather a man possessed with a zeal for
reform, whose writings reflect the intense desire of the reformer
to see his projects realized in his own lifetime. FPlockhoy's
letters to Oliver and Richard Cromwell are persuasive. logieal
argunent 1s augment ed with appeals to the motives he suspected
most leaders of having. But his lcgic was not faulty. Be was
able to support his conclusions in a systemmatioc fashion. And
thwoughout his lettars there are revealed certain insights into
the nature of human beings and the society in which he 1lived,
which understandings set him apart from many of the 17th century
propagandi sts.

Plockhoy's 1deas are ohly significant in their historical
context. It would not only be un-historical but quite unprofitable
to remove them from the 17th century scene and examine theam in
llation. What develoyments in the realm of ideas were occuring
during the period in which hs wrote? To what extent was his thought
representative of that of his contenporaries?

The 17th centwry was a period of change. Behind it were the
centuries of nmedievalism and the beginning of the Rennaissance.
Ahead of it was the intellectual revolution known as the Enlighten~
ment. Many of the developments which started in the 16th century
or before reached their zeniths in the 18th century. To a large

extent events of the 17th century mark the transitionm of ideas or
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practices from an earlier to a later period. In the events of
the 17th century may be detected the change from a moral to a
secular outlook in politics and other fields of human interest.
The Puritans were products of seculariging tendencies insofar
as the Reformetion was a result of ratiomlism and other secular-
izing forces. They contrituted to thia trend by their inner
disunity and lack of agreement, for they made impossible the conm-
pulsion of beliefs that a single, unified church of believers
could have exerted upon society, and they thereby freed indivi-
daals and groups to call into question with only slight risk the
established sraditions of the time. There 18 also apparemt in
the 17th ¢century a change from an agrarian to an industrial
civilizmtion. This change was attended by the rise of the middle
clasa to dominance and the decline of aristocratic power. The
17th century reaped the Iarvest of 16th century geographical dis-
covery, an age which had opensd for the mind vast vistas of ex-
rloitation and discovery. FPeople became accustomed to novelty and
diversity; they became aware of the possibvility of changing in-
stitutions in order to attain certain objectives. The rise of
science saw the displacement of the Ptolemaic by the Copernican
system, and with it a weakening of the theology which had sponsored
the Ptolemalc teory. A4 new faith began to grow, a faith in
science. OSamuel Hartlib, one of the Interregnum writers and friend
of Plockhoy, is an example of a pamphleteer under the influence of
the new faith in science.

The latter part of the seventeenth century and the aighteenth

century saw the flowering of many of these tremds. The monolithie
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alliance of echurch and state was shattered. Democratic philo-
sophy gained wide acceptance and with it came the establishment
of republican institutions. The pace of Industrialism accelerated
from the middle of the 18th century on. Humanistic philosorhies
were formulated by the lockes in England and by the Voltaires in
France. One has only to compare the ideas of Plockhoy and o ther
writers in Puritan England to 18th century doectrines to seé that
they were in some measure harbingers of the age of Enlightenment
to come.

Scholars of Puritanism have differentiated the parties of the
Left from the RPresbyterians, the Independents, and the Erastians.
Among the Puritans of the Left are included the lLevellers and the
Fifth lonarchy ken. While these latter two groupa were radically
different in many respects, one notable difference being that the
Levellers were democratic in outlook while the Fifth lionarchy len
were not, they bave a more-or-less common origin (descended from
the Anabtaptists and Semaratists) and they shared a bellef in the
total separation of church and state. It 1s on this particular
issue that the wide divergence bvetween the Levellers and the Fifth
lonarchy lMen on the one hand, and the FPrespyterians and Independ-
ents on the other is noticeable. The Prespyterians stood for the
eatablishment of Fresbyterlanism and the suppression of all other
dootrines. The Independerts are found in the center, in that they
would accept the formal establishment of Presbyterianism, provided
other faiths and churches ware tolerated. The Erastians were

secularists and willing to settle for any arrangement which would
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not be tyrannical or threaten the peace of the mation.

Politically the Presbyterians, Independents, and Puritans of
the Left were right, center, and left in that order. The Fresby-
terians led the attack on absolutism, tut they were also opposed
to the establishment of the people's sovereignty.. Supported by
aristocrats and wealthy merchants the Prosbyterians wished only to
vest the ultimte political authority in parliament. They were
rigit ist in their intention to preserve the sanctity of property.
The Independents differed from the Presbyterians in their desire
to provide security, not only against the king, but against Far-
liament as well. Throughout the struggles during the Puritan
Revolution the Independents were oftem allied with the Levellers;
tut 1t was an alliance of expediency more than an alliance of
parties agreed on fundamental issues. The Levellers alone
extolled the virtues of democracy. On the matter of the status
of private property the Levellsers were probably closer to the
Independents and the Fresbyterians than they were to such ele-
ments as Winstanley's'Diggar 8, who espoused tha cause of economic
Justice. ’

Exceptions to evary gemeralisation about the charaocter of
Puritanism as a whole are easily found. To set forth the prin-
ciples that FPuritans of all kinds accepted ia a difficult if not
impossible task. One can only suggest similarities in attitude
and outlook. It is possible, for example, to assart that all the
Puritan elemenfa were determined to erect a commnity in accor-

dance with their interpretation of God's will, tut it is not
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possible to find any unanimity on the fundamental teachings of
the Gospel that they would have applied in the reform of their
society. It is possible to claim that there existed among all
Puritan groups a zeal for reform, but it would be unrealistic
to argue tmt their proposals were uniform in kind or in inten-
sity. There 1is evidence which will indicate & gemsral tendency
on the part of all Puritans to distinguish between what were
requirements of a wdrldly wciety on the one land, and what were
requiremsnts of a Christian society on the other, but there is
no evidence to indicate any agreement on the specific obligations
of the individual who wished to conform to the Biblical teachings.
By-and-large the Puritans were individualistic; but a wide differ-
ence ia apmrent between the Fresbyterian, instructed to accept
the teachings of (alvin, and the Anabaptist, for whom religion
was mostly an affair between each individual and his God.

Our task of isolating cormonly accepted points of view, in
order that we might have a basis upon which to ecompare the ideas
of Plockhoy with those of his contemporaries, 18 lesa difficult
when we direct our attention to those groups who were mot Pres-
byterians, Independents, or Erastians. Here a marked similarity
begine to be distinguishable. liost of the Puritans of the Left
stood for religious toleration. Moast of them agreed that ab
separation of church and state was not only desirable, but in-
dispensable to a peaceful society. Lbbst of the Puritans of the
Left derived their dogma from the New Testament, and they combined
it with appeals to the law of mature as a reliable basia mupon

which to found a well-ordered society.
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Plockhoy protably felt quite at home with many of the
Puritans he met. lost of his ideas and proposals must have
found an inter ested and sympathetie audience in men like Walwyn
the Leveller, for they lived in the same climate of opinion. If
theré was disagreement it herdly could have existed over goals
to be achieved. Any variance between Flockhoy and his English
Puritan friends must in all probability have cemtered around the
means to be used, rather than the ends to be gained. Or perhaps
the dif ferences were only in degree--the extent to which it was
desirable to depart from established institutions and practices.
Whereln must they have been in agreement? In what respects do
his writings indlcate differences with the Puritans of the Left?

Upon the major issue of the separation of church and state
Plockhoy was definitely aligned with those who advocated the
desirability and necessity of separation. Again and again Plockhoy
pleads, “"Assist not with the sword or money of the Commonwealth
any aect\or person in particular.” Wmt is wrong with the estab-
lishment by government of a state.church? Plockhoy answers this
question, and in doing 8o reveals mme of his underlying beliefs.
"If 1%t wore the magistrate's work to set up a mational ministry,
%hen we should be in da.ngerr to have as many religions as there be
sevaral ways of governuent in the world, snd the megistrates
changing their opinion, the whole national.ministry mist also as
often be changed.” Plockhoy espoused the cause of a universal
church. In fact,wit may be said that this is his prineipal ob-

Jective. But he doss mot belisve that the universal church can
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be established through compulsion. It will be achieved only when
the magistrates will cease to hinder the truth from manifesting |
1tself by its own power. Imms Plockhoy advocates the separation
of church and state as the first condition necessary to the
establishment of a universal church of believers. In his second
letter to Cromwell he advocates not only separation pf c¢hurch
and state ™t the corollary doectrine of free worship, While a
univaersal church was the end Plockhoy hoped would be achleved,
he propcsed that thare should be freedom for all sects. The
argunent s he used were three in number. In the first place "it
belongs only to God aml Carist to lave dominion over consciaﬁcea. "
Second, liberty is a goal in 1tself. BHe implies this when he
urges the mgistrates to prevent "any from exercising Lordship
over the consciences of others," ﬁeoause in doing so ‘ffhey would
be true maintainers and defanders of liberty." Third, Plockhoy
argues that “to deal equally in matters of reiigion towards sub-
jects 1s not only good and plous, but 1s also the foundation of
good govermment." Religlous freedom contributes to good govern-
ment in that it éuminates the causes of strife which destroy the
stabllity of society and canse the governors to fear that one or
another faction will undermine the government.

Like Walwyn, Overton, and other Puritans of the Left Plockhoy
often refers to the law of mtwe as the proper guide‘for human
conduct. In charging Cromwell with hié duties and responsibilities
he admonished him mot to follow the traditions of men, but to

examine and repeal the laws which are contrary to the law of Nature.
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Most of the Puritans were inclined to test dogma with logical
thought. Nor did the Puritans distinguish between the law of
nature and the revealed will of God. They were in complete
conformance. The revealed Word provided the fundamental as-
sumptions, the law of nmature the logical arguments from those
assumptions. With some groups, like the Levellers, the law of
nature was the foundation of their political creed. ZFlockhoy
appeals to reason throughout his writings, and notwithstanding
his mny references to Scripture, he depends prinmerily upon the
"reasonablensss” of his ideas.

One of the important contributions of Flockhoy, the lLevel-
lers, and other Puritan elements to the history of social and
political thought was their recognition of the limitations inher-
reaat in the use of force. Force doses not contribute to progress
and stability, but is rather a hindrance to it. In direct contrast
to the FPresbyterians Plockhoy argued that it was folly to press
a belief upon a man "before he can apprehend it with his own
understanding.” A mn canmot be expected to hold a belief with
sincerity and éonviction unless he understands and accords with
the logie of 1t. Force excludes the power of the idea itself, and
makes ineffective a concept that otharwise might play a positive
role. Force tends to defeat the attaimment of truth, for truth
manifests itself only where an atmosphere of freedom parmits free
reign to less logical i1deaa. Flockhoy would have partially agreed
with Justice Oliver Wemiel Eolmes Jr. that truth 1ies in the power

of an idea to get 1tself accepted on the open market. Flockhoy
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believed that freedom of speech and worship were mnecessary mot
only to the attaimment of truth, but in order that men might
beocome disposed to treat their fellow men with generosity and
sympathy. What he was argulng was that as men learn to unier-
stand each ot her's motives, fears, and aspirations they will
ocome to be tola'a;nb and charitable. Perhaps Plockhoy's faith
of liberty was naive; but if so, then the efforts of modern
organizati ms working towards international psace and harmony
are also naive, for the assumption which underlies most of these
efforts is the same one which Plockhoy made. This insight alone
gives Plockhoy some claim to recognition.

Plockhoy's writings reveal definite mumanitarian impulses.
Where he lacks the sophisticat ion of an Overton he posses a
gemuine concern for human welfare. The hard attitude which is aso
often attrimted to the New England Puritan is not characteristie
of Plockhoy. At the end of his first letter to Cromwell is
appended the Biblical quotation, "Give ear to the poor, for the
ory of them 1s exceeding great mvtheae Natioms." MNuch of wmt
Plockhoy nd to say was simply an elaboration Of\thil theme.

Plockhoy 's conception of the proper role of the state quite
definitely aséociates him with the Puritans of the Left. These
elsmaents thought the satate to be the highest politiéal expression
of a soclsty. Government, as the agency of the state, was
created to keep the peace and establish pablic order. But this
was as for as government was entitled to go. Its functioms were to
be largely negative, the restraining of individuals and groups in

soclety who in the absence of restraint would impose their will
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upon other individuals and groups. In other words, it was govern-
ment 's responsibility to establish and maintain a eondition of
liberty.

Plockhoy in no way attempts to comtruct a theory of the
state. He simply sets forth the role of the mglstrate, asserting
that i1t was the function of mogisgtrates to act as moderators. BHe
novhere gives any indiecation that he believes that govsraument
should provide for the general welfare in more material ways. Hes
looks rather to the formtion of cooperative societies for the
relief of the poor and distressed. His proposals in this matter
are found in his writing, A Voy Propounded to liake the Foor inm
these and other Natiors Happy.

Cne of the practices of Flockhoy's time was compulsory
tithing., He strongly urged CGromwell to abolish the laws compelling
men to tithe, for he thought such laws entirely cmtrary to reason.
He objected to compulsory tithing for many reasoms. In the first
place, he was by reasom of his Clleglant beliefs opposed to a
professlomal ministry. It was his conviction that most ministers
souglt after riches rather than truth. What is more, he believed
tint true interpretatioms of the gospsl could only be achieved
through the medium of discussion groups which he ¢alled assemblies.
No one was particularly qualified to give an authoritative inter-
pretation of the meaning of God's word. In the second place, he
thought compulsory tithing to be inimical to staible government in
that it gave power to church officials which could in many cases

be used against the mgistrates themselves. Whather or not
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Plockhoy, in presenting this argument, was simply using a debator 's
technique 18 open to question; but the history of the times indi-
cated only too well the sensse of this argument. In the third place,
Plodkhay believed that tithes were an intolarabdble bturden upon the
poor and siould be eliminated for that reason if for no other. His
was a social mission--the relief of the distressed. The logieal
place to begin was by abolishing the compulsory pmyment of tithes.
This particular camse which he promoted in his letters to the
Cromwells ties 1n with his philosophy of government. The magl strates
were mt to ald any religious group except by manintaining the right
of all to exist free from restraint and persecution. It is often
suggested that men like Plockhoy only advocated such a negative
role for government because they held mo real hope of ever control-
1ling government in the interest of their own religlous group, and
that their theoretical Justifications for a government of that kind
did not reveal a true interest in liberty for its own sake. This
may de true to some extent, but the question is relatively unim-
portant to the political theorist and historian. What is important
is tlmt, irrespective of their true motives, their promotion of
the cause of limited government and freedom helped establish the
groundwork upon which democratic systems could be founded.

That there is no merit in maintaining methods simply because
they Imve become traditiomal is also a theme commonly found among
Puritan writings. The Puritans were reformers who hoped to gain
acceptance for their doctrines. Where the institutions anmd
techniques of the time reinforced the established church and the

power of the monmarchy 1t was necessary for them to challenge mt
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ohly the church and monarch, btut also the myths and customs by
which these were sustained. In Plockhoy's writings are to be
found admonitions to the mgistracy mot to follow tradition,
but rathe to substitute institutions and méthods in conformance
to what he believed was the law of mture and the revealed will
of God.

Plockhoy 'e writing, A fYay Propounded, is chiefly interesting
for its description of the cooperative societies he proposed to
estatlish. The work canmt be called a utopias, notwithstandig
the fact tlat he painted a piecture of an ideal situation, for his
socletiea were desigmed to exist in the world of his time. The
soclety would sell its manufactured articles in the mmrkets, com-
peting with othe's on their own ground. While he proposed that
the buildings, land, ships, and tools be owned in eommon, he
made allowances for private property. Not only were the members
pormitted to have mongy and own property, they were also entitled
to leave the membership when they chose to do so, taking with them
what they lmve contributed plus a fair share of any profits the
soclety lmd earned.

Plockhoy's interest in the welfare of the poor did not single
him out from all othor Puritans of the Left. Winstanley snd his
Diggers are well-known for their efforti to remedy the economic
1118 of that time. Some interesting comparisons of the ideas of
Winstanley and those of Plockhoy can be made., Both appealed to
the law of nature, and interpreted that law to entitle all mankind

to some means of subsistence. Both affirmed that private property
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was one of the main causes of want, abuse, and corruption, though
Winstanley more strongly declaimed against it than did Flockhoy.
Both would have left family and psrsonal effects untouched im the
socleties they proposed to careate. Both would have regulated
their societies through democrati¢ means, though Plockhoy was
more specific in his ideas about the kind of democratic institu-
tions and procedures he would have established. Both were violently
anti-clergy, attributing to the clergy of the time the perpetuati-on
of tyranny and injustice. But here the similarities in their
respective 1deas end. Where Winstanley looked upon land as the
basis of a sound economic system, Plookhoy looked towards industry.
Where Winstanley would Imve changei the whole society of the time,
Plockhoy would have rmde adjustments to the conditions which pre-
vailed, and proposed rather that an attempt be mde to establish
decent living through techmiques of adaptation. Ome would have
launched a direct assault against the political and economie
environment, and in a way did so; the other would have umsed the
prevalling system to the advantage of himself and his followers.

In a sense, Winstanley had the makings of a revolutiomary, while
FPlockhoy possessed the temperament of a reformer. The revolution-
ary appeals through symbols; the reformer persuades by argument.
The differences are in the degree of charge demanded and the
techniques by which such clange is to be accomplished.

Modern political scientists will find interesting Flockhoy's
proposal to set up genearal assemblies, because his justification

for such assemblies 138 precisely the theory which underlies the
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discussicn group method found in democratic states. Ome of the
assumption underlying democratic government is that in the long
run conclusions arrived at through the means of free and open
discussion are rore likely to be valid than those which become
public policy in societies where tolerance of discussion does not
exist. The right to discuss issues openly permits a diversity of
ideas. Where such a di versity exists ideas may be considered for
their meit. The criterion of the autlnrity behind the idea
yields the criteriom of the logic of the idea. Flockhoy defends
freedom of discussion on these grounds, and in doing so impllies
the desirability of a democratic system of government.

That Flockhoy was a remblican is beyond question.a In tho
articles which he drew up for the government of his Delaware colony
we mte the following provisions:

(1) The princiypel basis or foundation for this society will
be an o«juality for which purpose every man over 24 years of age
who wishes to enter the soclety must seriously and earnestly
promise that he will never strive for any special power, nor will
allow anyone else to make the least efforts in that direction, but
resists this with all possible means.

(2) A11 rules will be instituted by a majority of two-thirds
of the entire society....the votes being case on ballots.

(3) Everyone of the voting colonists, according to his best

knowl edge, will nominate or choose as head of the colony the one

2 Republican is defined as one who advocates representative govern-’
men te
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whon he considers the most prominamt in means, intelligence, and
knowl edge.

(4) When the nurber of colonists increases by twenty men, a
public servant shall be eleegted in order to increase the mumber of
publie servants.

(5) The mblic presiding servent shall be open to criticism
onall his actions concerning the public interest as well as to
law suits up to one year and six weeks after the expiration of his
term of service.

Tt Plockhoy was a democrat is equally clear. He affirmed
the values of liberty, equality, and fraternity. BHe includes in
his colonial articles provisions to insure the reeponsibility of
the govarnors to the governed. BDe provides that all laws shall be
passed, not in the interest of a few, but in the interest of the
whole people. And more revealing is hls understanding of the
mture of liverty and the benefits which accrue to society in which
liverty is a reality.

Unlike many of his Raritan contemporaries Plockhoy promoted the
brotherhood of man. He unmderstood brotherhood to mean gemerosity,
kindness, sympethy, and a willingness to work for the relief of
human suffering. But he was not free from prejudice. Excluded
from his o lony were Roman Oatholics, "parasitic Jews, headstrong
Quakers,and Anglican Puritans, and rash and stupid believers in
the millenium." He falled to see that his prejudices contradicted
his belief in the brotherhood of man. At least so the record
indicates. Had he also corbated these animositiea his name might now

be well knowh to the students of history. While we cannot forgive him
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these hates, we can understand their origin. FPlockhoy was strug-
gling against the domination of organized churches, and particu-;
larly the rule of the clergy. He dissented against all organigzed
religion; and while he believed in the power of truth to manifest
i1tself where freedom exists, he was unmable to rake himgelf rely
on this principle alone. It is ironical that a man should have
presemted such rational arguments for the elimination of force
in mtters of opinion, and then find himself unable to eliminate
force whem the opportunity was his.

But social reformers like FPlockhoy had their effect. They
helpad to mrke the world aware of the vast gulf which separated

the values men believe in and the practices they engage in.
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APPENDIX A

AUTHORSHIP OF THE KORT VERHAEL

"The moast remarkable of all the contemporary Dutch books
appeared...anonymously in 1662. 'fl It was the Kort Verhael van
Niewr Nederlants.... The pxbliéati on was a collection, with two
distinct parts and tw amthors. The first part comprises the
preface, the description of New Netherland (Pages 1 to 27) and
the postscript (pages 68 to 84). The second part, comprising the
Requesgten, Vertoogen, and Deductien submitted to the Amsterdam
megistrates, and with which this study is concerned, covars pages
28 to 67. A careful comparison of the ideas, style, dates, and
places mentioned in the addresses, with the writings which bear
Plockhoy 's name, leads to the inevitable conclusion that the
addresses came Indirectly from Plockhoy and his associates, and
apply to his New Netherland colony. This i1s not the first time
this oconclusion has been made. J. Romeyn Brodhead, who discovered
the publication in Holland when he was collecting in Ewropsan
archives matetials relating to New York's early history, and E. B.
0'CGallaghan, were the first to ascribe the direction relation bet-

2
weoen these addressea and Flockhoy. These scholars were acquainted

1 Berthold Fernow, "New Ietherland or the Dutch in North Ameriecas
Critical Zssay on the Sources of Informmtion," Narratives and
Critical History of America, IV, edited by Justin Winsor.
(Boston: Houghton, Lifflin and Co., 1884), pp. 422-3.

2 John Romeyn Brodhead, History of the State of Kew York. (New York:
larper and Brothers, 1874, pp. 698-9; i B. 0'Callaghan, History

of New Netherland, II. (New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1845),
pp. 956-90 .
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with rost of the Dutckh publications on colonization and with all
of the various attempts at settlement.

Freder ik iuller, well-known book-collector and -dealder in
Amsterdam in the last century, writes concerning the Kort ¥Yerhsel:
This book is written, as appears by No. llll,tby a
liennonite, a certain H V.Z.L., in behalf of some personsa
(probably Lennonites) imploring his assistance. It is
one of the gcarceat of all books on New Netherland. I
found only 3 copies in the course of 20 years and sold

my last at 200 flor....The writer developed his _liberal
and economical ideas still further in No. 1111.

No. 1111 mentiored by luller was the Vrije Folitiike Stellingen...
(Free ¥olitical Aphorisms... ).4 1t was written by the same H.VeZells
as the Kort Verhael, which according to the author "had been merely
a first essay on the means of restaring to Hollend the old force,
energy, and preponderance. .75 It was printed by P. A. Raep, the
"ordinary printer of Menno:ﬁte 'books.'f6 It was fepri.nted in the

game year by J. Venckel in Arsterdam. The Kort Verhasl was also

remrinted in 1665 under a mew title: Zeekere Vrye Voorslagen en
7

Versoeken... (Certain Free Propositions and Requests...).

S Frederik imller, CGatalogue of Books, laps, FPlates on Amerios.
(Amsterdam, 1872), p. 125.

4 Vrije Bplitiike Sﬁ ellingen en eonsideratien van Staat...strekkends
Yot eon ware verbeeteringh van Staat en Kerk. et eerst deel.
(Ame terdam, 1665). (Free Political Aphorisms and Considerations

of State serving for a true amelioration of State and Church.
The first volume).

5 See Frederik lumller, gp.cit., p. 127.

6 Log.cif.

7 Zeekere Vrye Voorslagen en Versoeken, tot bevordering van een
vestandige, voor Hgllandt hooghnutte Vrye Volk-Uitzetting in
Niguw-lederlandt. Alsmeede een by-govoeght keknopt verhael wvan

Nieuw-lederlantg gelegentheit, enz. Hot eerste deel. (Amsterdam,
1665). (Certain Free Propositioms and Requests, in favour of a

Perpetual and to Holland very useful emigration to Kew Netherland.
With an account of the situation etc. of New Netherland. First Volume).
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The only historian to dispute Brodhead and 0'Gallaghan's conclu-
sion regarding authorship of the addresses to the magistrates in the
Kort Verhsel was G. 1. Asher, who gives five ressons for believing
that the latter and Plockhoy's Kort gn Klaer Ontwerp applied to
different schamess.8 Asher, whose study was admittedly very cursory,
was erroneous in all respects of his arguments. "Perhaps," he
adnits at the beginning of his discussion, "I may \be deceived in
many of my first deducti ons.'fg

(1) Asher argued that tﬁe Plockhoy company was to consist of
only 25 families, that of the Kort Verhael of not less than 100. On
the contrary, the Xort en Klaer Ontwerp also described a settlement
of a desired minirum 100 men (see gloss in the contract below), and
thus tends to substantiate, rather than reduce, the probvability of
a common authorship.

(2) "The mame of Cornelis Flockhoy," Asher continued, "is not
mentioned in the Kort Verhael, and the important Requesten and Ver-
tooghem, c mtaining the fundamental Articles of the Kort Verhael
Company, are all signed H.VeZ.M." As stated above, HeVeZ.Me was an
agent for Plockhoy and his associates and, as he explained in the
firat address %o the magistrates, wished to remin anonymous. He
does not speak of the Plodkhoy group, except as hia "iasters,
Principals, and Clients." .

(3) The flockhoy pldn, stated Asher, was based on commnistie

principles; the Kort Verhae] "speaks nowhere of such an intention."

@ G. M, Asher, A Bibliogsraphical and Historical Essay on the Dutch

Books and Pamphlets Relating to New Netherland, (Amsterdam, 1868),
pp- 207"'80

9 Ibgo. P 15,
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This argument 18 ill-founded. The formar was based on the same
ideas of commnity organization as the Kort Verhael. (See Articles
50-63).10

(4) "The election of a chief," Asher argued,"is one of the
express articles of the Plockhoy-manifesto; the eﬁtirely opposite
mwinciple, that no mamber i1s to lnve a onstitutional pre-eminence,
is enounced in the Kort Vermel." Flockhoy's appeal for equality
was manifest in both writings, a; was the provision for a chief.
Asher obvicusly overlooked the latter provision in the Kort Verhsel,
which is very explicit in Article 15: "Purthermore, everyone of the
vot ing members will, according to his best knowledgse, elect as head

of the colony the one whom he considers the rost prominent in

ability and intelligence. The voting will be done on ballots rolled

up. "
(5) Asher's final argument was that "the conditions granted to
Floakhoy on the 9th of Junme, 1662, ¢ mtaining the engagement of the
city of Amsterdam to grant free passage to the emigrants, and a
Indred guilders besides to each family, are nowhere mentioned in
the Kort Verhael." The addresses, Asher failed to remember, were
written and aubmii;ted before the contract was drawn up; and refer-
ence to a non-existent ocontract could, therefore, not hleve been made.
Many similarities in the two writings substantiate a common
origin. Both exclude sectarian ministers and substitute Saripture

reading amd psalm singing. Both strive for equality as the basis

10 Xort Verhael van Kiesuw Nederlants, pp. 55-=57.
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for the colony, and grant the right of appeal to the higher magis-
trates. They exclude certain classes of incompatible persons, and
expel members who prove to be incompatible, after personal counsel-

ing and upon a two-thirds vote. Both declare the govermor inel ig-
ible for reelection until one year hms elapsed, and warn the
governor that he should not be a dictator. Both contain the provi-
sion for conscient icus believars in monresistance to pay a tax in
lieu of military service. The writings contain identical provisions
whereby non-members may become members, the arrangement of working
in common for the first five years, a six-hour work day working
under the mpervision of foremen, and of individuals making good
use of their leisure time, perhaps by working a piece of land apart
from that which belongs to the commnity. Both strees modest and
practical attire. Parbaps the most remmrkable similarity in the
two writings i1s the concern for the care of the aged, sick, widows,
and orphans.

The dates on the writings conform to & progression of events
leading up to oompletion of the contract and issuance of the Eor¢
en Klaer Ontwerp, which sought to enlarge the membership prior to
embaria tion. The addresses in the Kgrt Verhael dated from November
22, 1661, to lMay 25, 1662. The contract was dated Juna 6, 1662,
and the middle of September was the termtative date for the departure
of the first contingent of settlers. The Eort Verhae] was finally
published in October, 1662; and about kay 5, 1663, the emigrants
enbarked for America. The place of settlement in New Ketherland is

the same in both writings, mmely, the Horekil, which was the west
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bank of the mouth of the Delaware. Whem speaking of the IHorekil,
both writings contain the gloss, "Also called Swaanendael. " It is
diffioult to conceive tlmt two caﬁpletely independent pro Jects
corld be sutmitted to the magistrates of Amsterdam, both pertaining
to wlonization of the same location and time. Both writings,
furtiermore, contain the sams general organization and philosophy,
includi ng the same dnique adnixture of commercial efficisncy and
enterprise with idealism and social concern. Not only are the
ideas of both projects the same but they were quite foreign to the
mlture of 17th centwy Holland. AAs to style, mny expressions—-
such as names and titles, the terms "soclety,"” "decisioms by a
two-thirds majority,” "mrofit by the commmity,"--are common to both
vritings. h

One of the moat significant argument for a common origin is the
notice in the second letter of the Kort Verhael to a brief and
concise agreement (kort en beknopt onderlingh accoort) to be drafted
in which was to be defined the non-political aspects of the projees,

and the subsequent appearance of Flockhoy's Kort en Klaer Ontwerp.



APIENDIX B
*

CONTRACT BETWESY PLOCKHOY AND THE ALSTERDAK BURGOZASTERS

Burgomasters and lagistrates of the City of Amsterdam:

Because we are at all times disposed to advance this City's
Colony in New Netherland, therefore have we, with the knowledge
and consent of the 36 Councillors concluded to that end the
following agreemsnt with Pleter Cormelisz. Plockhoy of Zieriksee:

Thet he, Pleter Cormelissz. Flockhoy, undertakes to present
to us, as soon 28 possible, the names of 24 men, who, with him,
will meke a Society of 25 persons, who will agree to depert by
the first ship or ships to the aforesaid colony of this City,
to reside there and to work at farming, fishing, handicraft,
etec., and to be a8 diligaent as possible not only to live comfort-
ably themselves, but also that provision may theredby be made for
others to cme.

The aforesaid Society of 25 male persons (more or lass as
they may increast or decrease) shall, for the common welfare and
for each inlividually, take up as much land, provided it belongs
to notody else, at the Horekil [Gloss: also called Swanen-dal]
or another part of the Colony, as they are willing and able to
cultivate a2nd pasture. Thess lands, divided and undivided, shall
be the proparty of the aforesaid Soclety amd Colonists to use in
whichever way seems best.

The aforesaid Colonists shall emet such rules and laws as
they think proper for the peace, harmony, and welfare of the
Society, with $hs provision that each persom who feels an injus-
tica can appal to the highar liagistrates here or therae,

The aforesald Society, and each mmber imdividually, shall
be exeupt from all tithes ani taxes, however they may be named,
for twenty years.

To the aforesaid 25 persons shall be paid in loan one lmndred
gullders to mrovide the meds of each individually and also to
cover the cost of transportation (the wives and children being
transported at the axpense of this city according to the minted
Conditions). [Gloss: These conditions--ths 25 people and 2,500
guilders on loan to buy tools and other equipment--are only a
beginning to enable the Colony to get started. We hope that the

*
This translation was made from the prospectus. For a translation
of the contract as it was recorded in the Groot lLiemorial Rezl gter
To. 5, fol. 78, see New York Colonial IDocuments, II, pp. 176-7.
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Honorable Burgomasters and the 36 Councillors will extend their
loan for the continuation of their colony in New Netherland ; that
is, to 100 men, 4,000 rijksdaalders, which will enable us to
embark with at least 100 capable men or families (and to be
better protected against the aavages).]

The aforesald 25 Colonista shall bind themselves as a group
to remy the aforesaid 2,500 guilders to this City, according
to Articles 21 and 22 of the Conditions recently printed concern-
Ing this City's colony.

If ons of the 25 aforesaid persons should decide to leave the
Soclety and return to this country, he shrll be free to do m,
yrovided he takes only his own personal property and leaves to
the Soclety the uniivided land, cattls, and otha common property,
8o the other Colonists can effect the aforesald repayment. The
transportation costs of such an individual shall be paid by the
Society from the commn treasury as a compensation to him for his
labor.

And if any person should decide to move elsewisre at his own
expsnse and retain or s 11 his sare in the commwn stock, he shall
be free to do so, provided he has someone to replace him, or he
sells to someone whom the Society will approve and who will par-
ticipate and help in the common activities.

The aforesald Society and each member thereof shall fur ther
abide in all matters by the aforesaid printed laws, the inter-
pretation of which remins the prerogative of the Burgamsters
of this City.

In testimony whereof, we--the Burgomasters and lagistrates
aforesaid--affix the seal of this City to these presents, the 9th
of June, 1662.

Signed, Wigbolt Slicher

Registered in the Groot Memorial, Volume 5, of the City of Amsterdam.



APPAIDIX C

SORYET BY EKAREL VZRLOOVE

S ONNET
To the Supporters of the iutual Company
or Settlement in
Now Netherland
upon the maxim

UNITY MAKSS STRENGTH

While harmony, for the common welfare, 1is
Indispensible and good, one must carefully wateh
That mutwal love, with heart and soul and strength,

Remains firm, so tlet the evil plague

Of diacord, strife, and envy does not triumph.
If you will be vigilant for this cause, you shall become
A mighty people, yea the greatest of all time,

And New Netherland will flowrish in unity.

Your intentions s hould spur you to such 6o noord.
Envision the symiol which once enlightened

A people whose power was expressed by arrows.
Remember the valiant lion of the Netherlands.

The arroww have given rise to cities and states.

Unity makes strength, and breeds rest and peace.

lkach plays his role.

Karel Verloove

* THis was the motto of the States Gemeral of the United
Netherlands. The tramslation was mde with no regard for
the metar or for the rime of the original.



APPEXDIX D

»
"SPURRING VERSES" BY JACOB STZZIDAM

To the lovers of the colony and brotherhood to be established
on the South River of New Netherland, by Peter Cormelison Flockhoy
of Zierikzee, with his associates; anl the favorable privileges,
for that purpose, granted by the Noble lords Burgomasters of the
City of Amsterdam, the 9th of June, 1662.

You poor, who know mt how your living to obtain;
You affluent, who seek in mind to be content;
Choose you New Netherland (which no ome shall disdain),
Before your time and strength here fruitlessly are spent.
There have you other ends, your labor to incite; ’
Your work, will gen'rous soils, with uswry, requite.

New Netherlands the flow'r, the noblest of all lands;
With riche st blessings crowned, whers milk and honey flow;
By the most High of All, with doubly 11ib'ral hands
Endowed; yea, filled up full, with what may thrive and grow.
The air, the earth, the sea, each pregmant with its gift,
The needy, withmt trouble, from distress to 1ift,

The birds obscure the sky, so mumerous in their flight;
The animals roam wild, and flatten down the ground;
The fish swarm iIn the waters, and exclude the light;
The oysters there, than which none better can be found,
Are piled up, beap on heap, t1ill 1slands they attain;
And vegetaiion clothes the foreat, mead, and plain,

You have a portion there which costs not pains nor gold;
But if you labor give, then shall you also share
(With trust in Him who you from want does there uphold)
A rich reward, in time, for all your toil and care,
In cattle, grain, and fruit, and every other thing;
Whereby you always have great cause His praise to sing.

What see you in yomwr houses, towns, and Fatherland?
Is God not over all? the heavens ever wide?
His blessings deck the earth, like burxting veins expand
In floods of treasares o'er, wherever you ablde;
Which mither are to monarchies mr duke-doms bound,
They are as well in one, as other country found.

* Translated by Hemry €. durphy, Antholozy of New Retherland. (New
York: The Bradford Club, 1865), pp. 68-75.
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But there, a living view does always meet your eys,
Of Zden, and the promised land of Jacob's seed;
Who would not, then, in such a formed commnity
Desire to be a freeman; and the rights decreed
To each and every one, by Amstel's burgher lords,
T'enjoy? and treat with honor what their rule awards?

Commnit ies the groundwork are of every state;
They firet the hamlet, village and the city make.
From whence procceds the commonwealth; whose members, great
Become, an interest in the common welfare take.
'Tis no Utopia; 1t rests on principles,
Which, for trus liverty, prescribes you settled rules.

You will not aliens, in those far lands, appear;
As formerly, in Egypt, e'en was Israel.
Nor lave you slavery mor tyranny to fear,
Since Joseph's eyes do see, and on the compass fall.
The civi¢ Fathers who on th' Y perform their labors,=»
Are your protectors; and yow countrymen are neighbors.

New Netherland's South River,--second Amazon,
For you a pleaswre garden on its banks concedes.
Choose you the Swaanendael, where Osset had his throne,*»
Or any otler spot yow avocation mseds.
You have the cholce of all; and you're left free to choose;
Keep the conditioms well, and you have naught to lose.

Discard the base report, umworthy of your earg
'Tis forged by ignorance and mmte and jealous spite,
By those who are 1ts authors, to bedim this fir
Bright morning sun before the laughing noonday light.
An accident my hinder, but mwt change the plan,
Whose gloss, take that away, you then may fairly scan.

'Twas but an accident, which gives them astuff to slight
Tt land, which, as I know, no proper rival lms;
In order from your purpose they may you affright,
Who there desire to live, before you thither pass.
'Tis groundless, ev'ry one may easily perceive.
Who bow neglects the chance, great treasures does he leave.

Jacob Steendam,
no ch vaster.

#» The "Y" was the tay on which Amsterdam was sitmted.

»» The stary of Ossett and the "base reports” spoken of in the last
two stanzas comprises a tragic story. Ossett was commander of ome
of the first Dutch colonies in New Netherland under the patroonship
of David DeVries, who Imd returmed to Iblland. When DeVries re-
turned to his colony ke fowmd his hyuses brrued snd tkhe ground
strewn with the skulls and bones of his settlers. He befriended an
Indian, who told him the story of the messacre. Ome of his men had
erected a pillar, to which he affixed a tin piece ha ving the emblem
or arns of the United Netherlands. An Indian chief took a fancy



to the glittering sheet and made away with it. Osset convinced
the Indian tribe that they Ind insulted the great Dutch mation;
and to meke amends t® Indians killed the chief. Thse kinsmen
of the dead echief desired revenge. At a time when the
colonists were least suspecting attack, the kinsmen descended
on the village and mmrdered thirty-four white men. Thus the
first settlement in the "valley of awans" came to an end.

145



200 USE ONLY







[l

8836



