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ABSTRACT

Since the publication of Max Weber's, "The Protestant
Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism," social scientists have
been interested in the effects of religion upon mobility
within the social structure. A specific area of this in-
terest centers around the relationship of religious affilia-
tien to work-related value orientations and aspirations. The
problem of this study, therefore, 18 to determine if such a
relationship exists in contemporary American society. The
general hypothesis tested is: with soclio-economic status con-
trolled, Protestant male adolescents have significantly
higher scores on instruments designed to measure work-related
value orientations and aspirations than do Catholic male
adolescents.

The location of the study was Lenawee County, Michigan,
which 1s located in the southeastern corner of the state.
Historically a rural Protestant area, its close proximity
to Detroit and Toledo has resulted in a substantial influx
of light industry and Catholic population in recent times.
The sample used consisted of 394 seventeen year o0ld male ad-
olescents.

Instruments used in this study included the Occupational
Aspiration Scale, designed to measure levels of occupational
aspiration; the N.3.U. Work Beliefs Check List, designed to
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measure six bellef value areas identified by soclologists
as necessary for occupational success in an urban environ-
ment; and a pre-tested questionnaire from which information
was obtained relative to religious preference, soclo-
economic status, and educational aspiration.

The general hypotheslis was tested indirectly by means
of elght specific hypotheses. Briefly, these were:

l. Protestants tend to have higher occupational goals
than Catholics,

2. Protestants tend to have higher educational goals
than Cathollcs.

3. Protestants view work as an end in itself, while
Catholics view work as instrumental to the end of physical
existance.

4, Protestants prefer punctuality more than Catholics.

5. Protestants are more willing to relocate for better
Jobs than are Catholics.

6. Protestants view new experiences associated with
occupational movement more positively than do Catholics.

7. Protestants have more confidence in the indi-
vidual's ability to master his environment than do Catholics.,

8. Protestants are more willing to defer gratifica-
tion than are Catholics.

The hypotheses were tested with soclo-economic status
controlled. Analysis of the mean varlances obtained by
Protestants and Catholics on each of the depepdent variables
tested resulted in no significant differences., Therefore,
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the general hypothesis was rejected.

Consideration was given to the possibility of other

variables influencing the subject's responses, and the va-

11dity of the instruments used. The results obtalined were

discussed in light of other research performed in this area.

1.

2.

3.
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Charles Scribner's and Sons, 1930.
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of Education, 196].
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CHAPTER I
THE PROELEM

Introduction. Historically, social scientists have
long maintained an active interest in the effects of re-
ligious orientation on social structure. One of the most
noted sociological works on this subject was accomplished
by Max Weber.l

Weber presented the thesis that the development of a
particular religious ethos on the part of the Protestant
churches was highly instrumental in developing the capitalist
soclo-economic environment, which subsequently became the
basis for Western economic development. It was the rational
orientation of Protestantism which encouraged material ad-
vancement and hence upward mobility in the Bourgeoisie class
who accepted the ethos, according to Weber, and the tra-
ditional orientation which diseocuraged Catholics from efforts
toward material advancement., Weber noted the higher pro-
portion of Protestants successful in business in Germany at
that time as factual support of his hypothesis. Educationally
also, Protestant youth predominated in the applied fields of

iuax Weber. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
cagggg%gnl (translated by T. Parsons) (C. Scribtner's &

Sons: New York, New York, 1930).



higher education,

Social sclentists today, although disagreeing as to
the extent of the effect religious orlentation has upon
Western soclo-economic development, generally acknowledge
it as a definite factor in the early development of Western
capitalism. The question of its continuing influence on con-
temporary western society however has not been answered.
While surveys show that a greater proportion of American
Catholics than American Protestants are to be found in the
lower soclio-economic classes there seems to be many plausible
reasons given for this difference. Recency of immigration,
minority status, ethnic difference, and religious orientation

are some of the reasons mentioned. It is with the last var-

iable that this study is concerned.

The Problem. In a study conducted recently Lenski2
adduced data showing that variations in mobility behaviors
were significantly related to religilous orientations. Uslng

both questionnaires and treined interviewers, a survey was
made in the Detroit Metropolitan area of Catholics, Prot-
estants and Jews to discover if differences did exist in
economic, social, political and community oriemntations.
Germane to this thesis, his findings pointed to a much great-
er upward mobility behavior in his Protestant subjects than
in the Catholics who participated as subjects in the research.

56; Lenski, The Religious Factor (Garden City, New
York: Doubleday & Co., Inc., 19315.



Included among his findings in this area are the

following:

1. Individuals raised in devout Protestant fam-
ilies are more likely to become upwardly mobile in

thelr adult years than are Catholics,>

2. Protestants have a more positive attitude to-

wvard work than do Catholics.4

3. Catholics have stronger community and kin ties

than do Protestants and accordingly are less prone

to leave these groups for economic opportunlty.5

4, There is a tendency in some areas for Catholics

to show less inclination toward deferring grat-

ifications than Protostants.6

5. Catholics are less likely to achieve higher
educational goals than are Protestants.’

6. Protestant families encourage independence in

their children to a greater degree than do Cath-

olics.8

31p1a., p. 290.
41p14., p. 290.
51b1d., p. 34.

6

Ibid., p. 240.

7Ibid., P. 239,

81b14., p. 210.



Te Protestants tend toward more productive activ-
ities 1in their leisure time than do Catholics.9
Although the above findings are impressive, they are
far from conclusive. Replications of his study are needed
in other areas; and, while his data on religion and mobility
seems adequate, his data on mobility orientations are crude.
Nevertheless Lenski's success in measuring Protestant-Cath-
olic mobllity differences in modern Detroit points to the
need for new evidence to test systematically the influence
of religion on mobility and to determine the exact mechanism
by which this occurs. A series of projects will need to be
conducted in order to test, under a variety of conditions,
& series of casual hypotheses, These need not be specified
here but the overall framework should be noted. Generally,

the literature in this area, notably McClelland,lo

12

11
Strodtbeck, and Sewell, Haller, and Straus, appears to

use the following paradigm which treats the relationship of

91bid., p. 206.
10p,¢. McClelland, "Some Social Consequences of Achieve-

ment Motivation," Nebraska S osium on Motivation, 1
(University of Nebraska Press, M.R. Jones, Ed.).

11F.L. Strodtbeck, D.C, McClelland, A.L, Baldwin and
V. Bronfenbrenner, Talent and Soclety (Princeton, New Jersey:
D. VanNostrand Co., 1nc., 1953).

12y H. Sewell, 4.0, Haller and M.A, Straus, "Social
Status and Educational and Occupational Aspiration,"

American Socliological Review, 1957, Vol. 22, No. 1, pp. 67-



of variables in a casual sequence.,

Religious Group Child Youth Adult Social
Membership Training Behavior Mobility
Ethical Values Practices Orientation Behavior
Protestant More Training for Conducive Mobility
Independence and to Upward
Achievement Mobility
Catholic Less Training for Not Conducive Non-
Independence and to Upward Mobility
Achlevement Mobility

It 1s the purpose of thls study to analyze one set of
relationships in this paradigm, namely, religious group
membership and its commitment to mobility related value or-
ientations., The general hypothesls of this study will be:
with soclo-economic status controlled, Protestant male ad-
olescents have significantly higher scores on instruments
designed to measure work related value orientations and
aspirations than do Cathollic male adolescents,

The general hypothesls will be tested by the means of
eight specific hypotheses. The data used was collected in
an area composed of small urban, village, and farm commun-
ities. The specific hypotheses and area will be described
more fully in a later chapter.

Significance of the Study. The value of this study

lies in the fact that it will provide a relatively definite
test of the hypothesis that religious differences produce

differences 1n value orientations, presumably influencing



mobility behavior. Should the data support the hypothesis,
the study will provide another link in the empirical data
bearing on the overall hypothesis of Weber. If the data
do not support the hypothesis, the study will suggest the
need for further research and theory to determine if there
truly is a significant psychological 1link between religion
and social mobility in contemporary American soclety.

Scope of the Study. This study is restricted to the
relationship of religious arffiliation to work belief atti-
tudes and aspirations associated with upward mobility in con-
temporary American soclety. Soclo-economic status, religion,
and age are the controlled variables.

The sample, consisting of seventeen year old male
adolescents,was drawvn from Lenawee County, lecated in the
louthnaltorh part of Michigan. These adolescents are rep-
resentative of both rural and nonrural environments, and
cover the entire range of the social classes present in
that county.

Results obtained from this study must, of necessity,
be evaluated in terms of this limitation. This is not to
imply, however, that the results obtained are not of value.
Socio-religious theory has never achieved the position of
establishing general principles applicable to all people, in
all places, at all times. It is only by numerous efforts
such as this, in diffor.nt locations and under controlled

conditions, that an accurate appraisal of religion's role in
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the social structure of a soclety can be made.

The results obtained in this study will be applicable
to adolescent males in Lenawee County, & rural-urban mid-
western area of contemporary America. Technically, their
application to other parts of the society is not warranted,
and any such generalization should be made with extreme

caution.

Conclusion and Organization of the Thesis. Thies chapter
has presented the problems to be studied, the significance

of the study, and its scope. Chapter II will present the
theoretical basis of the study and the hypothesis that is
drawvn from that basis regarding religious orientation and
work beliefs, religious orientation and occupational aspira-
tion, and religious orientation and educational aspiration.
Chapter III will discuss the sample, the instruments used
and the analysis of the data. Chapter IV will give the re-
sults obtained. Chapter V will summarize these results and

suggest possible studies for future research.



CHAPTER II
THEORETICAL BASIS AND HYPOTHESES

Much modern socio-religious theory is derived from

the work of Max WQbor.l

His establishment of a causal re-
lationship between a particular religious orientation and
the development of a specific soclo-economic way of 1life in
Western culture was instrumental in stimulating both theory
and research in this area. 1In pointing out the latent
psychological effects of the Protestant rational orienta-
tion upon the secular parts of Western society, Weber estab-
listed a new perspective of religious influence upon society.

WVhile it 1is not necessary for purposes of this thesis
to discuss completely all of Weber's work on the subject,
with its inevitable implications for soclo-religious theory,
it is important to develop certain basic points from which
the theoretical basis of the hypothesis in this study is
derived.

Recognizing the histroical origins of Protestantism in
early and medieval Christianity, Weber pointed out that cap-
italism in western civilization was not a likely development

1Hax Weber, op,cit.



prior to Protestantism for two reasona. These were, the
value of "callings," determined by a religious orientation,
placed acquisitive activities low on the 1list of approved
occupations, and secondly, the traditional orientation of
living in one's station in life and performing the tasks
associated with 1t, was supported by the whole welight of re-
ligious pressuro.2 Protestantism, in times of Reformation,
gave to its adherence a new ethical orientation based upon
the rationality of God and nature. Rejecting the tradi-
tional orientation of the Medieval Church, Protestantism
gave to the rising bourgeois class the ethical justification
for material success in this world. The individual's re-
sponsibility for the active control of himself and his en-
vironment became the dominant theme of Protestant teaching,

This rational orientation of Protestantism evolved
from the theological teachings by Calvin of the transcen-
dental nature of God and man's predestination., Because man
stood unto himself in God's judgment, right and wrong no
longer could be defined by ecclesiastical authorities; hence,
the irrational traditionalism based upon faith in the
Chupch's teachings could no longer appeal to him as a means
for salvation, His own conscience must define the criteria
for evaluating hls acts as pleasing to God. Predestination,
with its emphasis on inevitable salvation or damnation, did
———

27alcott Parsons, The Structure of Soclal Action (The
Free Press, 1949) p. 517.
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not long appeal to the masses, as was originally taught by
Calvin, and soon became transformed into the belief in suc-
cess in a worldly calling as a sign of God's favor. These
two factors, man's need to determine his own spiritual
guldance from a rational basis and recognition of material
success as pleasing to God, formed the basis of the new
Protestant othie.3 Religious approval of systematic labor
for the "greater glory of God" soon developed into systematic
labor as an end in itself,

Two other tenets of this philosophy, which contributed
heavily to the "rational” orientation of Protestantism, were
the belief in the distinction between God and nature, and
the belief in the definite order of the universe. These be-
liefs removed the veil of superstition, mysticism, and fear
which earlier traditional teachings had inspired, and be-
came instrumental in the rapid advances of science and ed-
uoution.4

In contrast, the ethical orientation of the Medieval
Church, of which the modern Roman Catholic Church is a
direct descendent, was steeped in traditionalisa. From ear-
lier Judaic-Christian origins, wvhich stressed the social and

economic inequality of the social structure and attempted to
correct it through theocracy and natural law, the Early

°Ibid., p. 523.

4
Robert K. Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure
(Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1961 Edition) pp. 593-595.




11

Church gradually adopted an ethic which not only accepted
the "status quo" and secularization of religious energies,
but #pproved of 1t.5 The implications of this development
for the individual are to be found in the acceptance of a
"traditional® orientation toward life as most pleasing to
God, the reward for which was eternal salvation. Since the
pursult of material wealth became occasion for sin, thils was
strongly discouraged. The ultimate goal of salvation could
best be achieved by'a humble and contemplative existence,
and work was but a necessary evil, tolerated but disliked as
interferring with the achievement of one's ultimate goal of
salvation.

The secularization of religious activities found ex-
pression in institutionalized bureaucratic hierarchy of the
church, which permeated all secular phases of the indi-
vidual's life. By defining the moral and ethical validity
of both spiritual and secular aspects of mén'a life, a de-
pendency was created which gave the Medleval Christian a
psychological security unknown to his Protestant descendents,
Hence, it was not until the teachings of Calvin, Luther,
Wesley, and others that Western man found need to secure for
himself proof of God's blessing through material success.

Even if it 1s acknowledged that the Protestant ethic
played a significant role in the birth of capitalism, the

5Ernest Troeltsch, The Social Teaching of the Chris-
tian Churches, Vol. 1 (New York, New York: The MacMillan
Co., 1949) pr. 80=81,
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question remains as to 1ts effect upon a contemporary soci=-
ety vastly different from the societies of the 16th and 17th
centuries. To properly answer this question, two points

must be made. It 1s not “Protestantism" in a theological
sense which influenced capitalistic growth, but rather the
"attitude" engendered by the philosophy it ospousod.6 Ene-
phasizinsvan active attitude towards mastery of the secular

world, it circumscribed previous contemplative and ritualis-
tic i1deas of man's role upon earth and in society. Such an
attitude encoursaged material success by one's own efforts as
a sign of salvation from God, and not, as did previous
teachings, belittle it as a sign of greed, avarious and
probable damnation. There could be no greater glory for an
individual on this earth than "doing a good job, according
to the intrinsic requirements of the situation.'7 Secondly,

Protestant belief, as originally taught by Calvin and
Wesley, did not in the least aspire to teach an ethic which

would insure material success. It was only by the trans-
formation of their teachings from an ascetic basis to a
more worldly basis that the middle classes achieved a com=-
patible orientation which joined their spiritual needs with
their status desires. The seed for such a transformation

had always been there, as it had in the whole of Christian-

6Rob1n Williams, American Society (New York, New York:
A.A, Knopf, Ine., 1952) p. 312,

7Pa.rsons, op.eit., p. 527.



13

ity, but its ultimate growth was directly related to its

reinterpretation, and acceptance by the middle classes.8

Therefore, its relation to contemporary American soci-
ety, which 1s capitalistic, middle class, and historically
Protestant, llies in the inheritance of an attitude eonducive
to rational and industrious mastery of the secular world.

The effect of the Protestant ethic upon contemporary
American soclety 1s, as yet, unresolved. A theoretical ba-
sis for this study may be established, however, from work
accomplished by Lenak1,9 Herberg,lo McClelland,ll
8trodtbook,12 and others in this area.

An integral part of Weber's hypothesis was that the
rational logic of Protestantism encouraged material success
as & sign of God's favor. This orientation ultimately be-
came transformed into the view of material success as an end
in itself. 1In contemporary American society, Lenski reports
findings that Protestantism is conducive to more positive

attitudes toward those positions in soclety which are more
demanding (an also more rewarding), while Catholicism is

axorton, op,eit., p. 383.

9Lensk1, op,cit.

10
Will Herberg, Protestant-Catholic-Jew (Garden City,

New York: Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1952).

11!001011lnd, op.cit.

lgstrodtbeck, op,eit,
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conducive to more positive attitudes toward the less de-
manding (and hence less rewarding) poaitions.l3

Suech findings have highly significant implications in
& soclety in which social status is closely identifiod with

occupational position in the economic structure. Surveys
which find a disproportionate number of Catholics in the
lower classes may well be a reflection of this difference
in Ameriocan society.

Closely associated with occupational achievement in

American soclety is the need for higher education. Always

held in high esteem in American culture, education has played
an increasingly important role in social mobility for all
classes., While education at one time was sought as an end

in itself, the popular concept of it has become increasingly
instrumental as an effective means for upward mobility in

the soclal structure. It is logical, therefore, to assume
that Protestants, particularly of lower and middle class
origins, would view education as much more desirable to up-
ward mobllity than Catholics. Indeed, work by Goopor,14
Knapp and Goodrieh.15

derance of Protestant scientists in America.

and others show a decided prepon-

IsLon-ki. op,eit., p. 86.

14
J.M, Cooper, "Catholics and Scientific Research,"

Commonweal, 1945, Vol 42, pp. 147-149,

15R.H. Knapp and H.B, Goodrieh, Origins of American

Scientists (Chicagoe, Illinois: University of Chicago Press,
952).
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Lenski's results show, also, that Catholic "drop outs"
are proportionally higher than Protestants, Although there

is ample reason to suspect part of the differential 1is due

to class differences, it remains to be proven whether or not

this 1s the primary factor in this situation.
An important element in any study of the effects of

religion on contemporary social structure is the degree of

secularization which seems to be permeating the religions
thenselves., Herberg feels that the secularization process

has advanced to such a point that religions in contemporary
America are simply,

"variant forms of expression of American spir-
ituality...resulting in a civic religion that
is the religious validation of the soclal
patterns and cultural values assoclated with
the American way of 1life," 16

This secularization trend has caused notable concern

to0 both scholars and churchmen. Niebuhr,17 Aboll,la

19

Schneider and Dormbusch, as well as Lcnski,zo submit ev-

idence to support Herberg's position. Concurrent with this

16herberg, opscit., p. 272.

17H.R. Neibuhr, The Soclial Sources of Denominationalism

(Henry Holt & Co., Inc., 1929).

8
1 A.I, Abell, "What American Stands For: The ngigious

Aspect,” The Review of Politics, Vol 21, No. 1, pp. 2.

1l
9L. Schneider and S. Dornbusch, "Inspirational Re-
ligions Literature: From Latent to Manifest Functlions of

Rnliiion " American Journal of Soclology, Vol 62, No. 5,
pp ° 76’&81 °
20

Lenski, op,cit., p. 314.



16

development has come the "compartmentalization" of religion
along class and status lines, This phenomena is not foreign
to American religion, but its increase has been of recent
origin, Lenski points out, however, that such a development
1s the natural result of the need for communal group ident-
ification, by men in a soclety where increased urban living
and the breaking up of immigrant ethnic groups have left few
institutions in the social structure with which they can
1dentify.2l Robin Willlams in his analysis of religion in
America best evaluates these tendencies when he comments
that:

A religious organization never represents only
& purely religious set of values and ideas =- the
latter appear to be a phenomena of personal ex-
perience that are not fully compatible with the
inevitable compromises of a continuing organi-
zation. We can make the imprecise, but valuable

generalization that where religious liberty pre-
valls, the orientation of an organized religlous
body can be predicted by looking at the soalistic
soclal positions of its constituency." 2

There is, then, general recognition of the effects of status

upon religious affiliation. Any study attempting to analyze

religious effect upon a given social structure must set up

controls for these variables,
Generally speaking, the higher the social class to

which an individual belongs the greater the requirement for
self-discipline in the deferment of immediate gratification

211b1d.. ppo 326-3270

22R. Williams, op.cit., p. 339.
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for long-range gains. Lysgaard23 supports this position,
Distinguishing two capacities for the deferment of grat-

ification, namely motivation and opportunity, Lysgaard found

that the choice of deferment is a situational one to which
an individual reacts. His "class of self-identification"

determines his motivation to defer gratification, while his
"occupational class" determines his actual opportunity to
defer, Higher class subjects, occupationally or by self
identification, tend to show greater willingness to defer
than do lower class subjects,

Relating these findings to those of Lenski's,24

that

Protestants as a whole show more of a willingness for defer-
ment, it 1s highly feasible to associate the higher rate of
upward mobllity of Protestants to their willingness to

"gsacrifice” for higher status.

Many facets of American socio-economic life are per-
haps unique to that system., The willingness to forego the
relative stability and security of close communal ties to
obtain economic wealth is one of these facets. As previously

reported, Lensk1'325 results show much greater community and
family ties on the part of Catholics than exhlibited by Prot-

estants, Such a condition would tend to place Catholics at

238. Lysgaard, Transaction of the Second World Congress
of Sociology, Vol. II (London, England: International So-

ciological Association, 1954) pp. 364-37T.

2%Lenex1, op.cit., p. 240.

25Ibid., p. 311,
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& decided disadvantage in their efforts to rise in the

soclial structure for, as one advances in the occupational
hierarchy, more and greater demands are placed upon the in-

dividual to relocate frequently. The resulting conflict

facing Catholics between the desire for advancement and the

close communal and family ties would be a conflict of much

stronger intensity, as a rule, than that faced by Protestants.
In relating socialization processes to achievement in

American soclety, a definite relationship between the type

of socialization and an individual's ultimate achievement in

socliety has been established, Among other things it has
been found that independence training in childhood is pos-
itively related to achievement in later 11fe.26 And further,

that Protestants as a group receive much earlier, more in-

tensive independence training than do Catholics, Herborg,27

and Lonsk128 both find significant differences between the

two groups in this area of socialization., Such results tend

to support Weber's contention that the Protestants, by virtue
of their individualistic orientation to achieve, must of

necessity develop rational and independent attitudes toward

the secular world. This development is highly reinforced by
the socialization process in later life for American Prot-

26Hcclelland, op.cit.

27
HOerI‘s, 020011’!03 ppo 130-1310
28 onsk1, op.cit., p. 210.
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estants who find the value structure of contemporary secular
soclety highly congruent with their previous training.

To summarize, 1t can be said that while the specific
role that religious orientation plays in contemporary so-
clety has not yet been clearly defined, sufficient analysis
has been made to establish a theoretical basis for the hy-
pothesis to be tested. The elements of this base are:

l. Protestants tend to be more job oriented in ocon-

temporary American socliety than do Catholics.

2. Academically Protestants achieve a higher level
of education than do Catholics.

3. American churches, to a great extent, are rep-
resentative of a specific class within the social

structure.

4, Protestants show a higher tendency for deferment
of gratification associated with occupational advance-

ment than do Catholics.

5. Catholics, as a group, have much greater family
and community ties than do Protestants and hence, are
less inclined to accept positions entailing separation

of those tiles.

6. Independence training, positively associated with
upward mobility, is more common to Protestant families

than it is to Catholic families.
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From the preceding discussion the following hypothesis

is made:
Hypothesis, With soclo-economic status controlled,

Protestant male adolescents have significantly higher scores

on instruments designed to measure work value related orienta-
tions and aspirations than do Catholic male adolescents.
Rationale, If, as the literature cited stated, the

Protestant ethic remains a significant factor in social mo-
bility in contemporary American soclety, there should be a
significant difference between Protestant and Catholic male
adolescent scores achlieved on instruments designed to meas-
ure attitudes toward work and aspirations for occupational

and educational achievement taken as a whole,

Specific Hypotheses, The general hypothesis will be
tested indirectly by means of eight specific hypotheses.

These are:

I. Protestant responses to questions measuring
the level of occupational aspirations will tend to be higher
than will Catholic responses.

Rationale., Since one of the surest methods of attain-
ing higher social status in American soclety lies in occupa-
tional achievement, it is logical to assume that the
rationally oriented Protestant subjects would display higher
occupational aspirations than would thelr Catholic counter-

parts. Furthermore, the greater willingness of Protestants
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to defer immediate gratification, as reported by Lensk1,29

should result in significant differences in the scores ob-
tained.

II. Protestant responses will tend to favor higher

educational goals more often than will Catholic responses,
Rationale, Lenski's findings show that twice as many

Protestant working class subjects in his study favored a
college education than did Catholic working class subjoctl.3o

In conjunction with Hypothesis I, educational achievement
greatly enhances one's opportunity for occupational advance-
ment and, therefore, Protestant responses should logically
be higher in this area than Catholic responses.

III. Protestants will tend to give responses indic-
ative of viewing work as an end in itself and Catholics will

tend to give responses indicative of an instrumental view
towvard work,

Rationale., The transformation of the teaching of

predestination into a view toward work, as an end in itself,
was one of the main points of Weber's hypothceis.31 In con-

trast the traditional Catholic view of work, as no more than
necessary for the maintemance of life, left the individual

Catholic with an instrumental viewpoint towards work itself.

29Lonak1, op.cit,

301p1a., p. 239.

31'obor, op.cit., pp. 121-122,
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It became no more than a means to an end, If this dis-
tinction still persists in contemporary soclety, there should

continue to be a significant difference between Protestant

and Catholic attitudes toward work,

IV, Protestants will show significantly more pref-
erence for punctuality than will Catholics,

Rationale., A group highly motivated to upward mobility,
constructive use of leisure time and high productivity, will

be keenly aware of the time element, Weber cites a saying

by Benjamin Franklin, that “time is nonoy"32 as an excellent

example of the effects of the Protestant ethiec upon work

orientation, Hence, it is loglical to assume that punctual-
ity would be a virtue under such an orientation, and sig-

nificant differences should exist between Catholic and Prot-
estant.

V. Protestants are significantly more receptive
to geographic relocation associated with occupational ad-
vancement than are Catholics,

Rationale. With the need in American socliety to re-
locate for occupational advancement increasingly great, as
one moves up the occupational ladder, Protestants' greater
desire for upward mobility should enhanee their receptivity

towvards moving to achieve their ends, Catholics, not view=-

ing work as anything more than a necessity, should be some-

321p4a., p. 48.



23

what more reluctant to move for another job, even though
it may mean advancement., The closer family and community
ties of Catholies, in addition, should act to discourage

their receptivity to relocation. Therefore, we would antic-

ipate that Protestants' scores will be significantly dif-

ferent from Catholic scores in the area.

VI. Protestant receptivity to new experiences asso-
ciated with occupational movement will be more favorable

than will Catholic responses.
Rationale, Closely assoclated with Hypothesis V 1s

the willingness to accept new experiences as well as re-
location. As in the previous rationale, the desire by
Protestants for upward mobility exceeding that of the Cath-
olic should increase their willingness to accept new ex-
periences. Additionally, the Protestant's greater degree
of independence training should increase his positive atti-
tude toward these experiences.

Conversely, the close family and communal ties of the

Catholic, plus his traditional orientation, should result

in a much greater reluctance to accept new experiences.

VII. Protestant responses will tend to show more
confidence in the individual's ability to master his ex-
ternal enviromment than will Catholic responses.

Rationale. The transformation of religious asceticism

into worldly activity in conjunction with the individual

Protestant's supervision of his own state of grace, says



24

Weber, contribute to a methodical rationalization of one's
1ife and to a faith in the individual's ability to succeed,
based upon his own efforts as one of God's eloct.33 The de-
pendence of the Catholic upon the institutionalized, non-
rational support of the Catholic hierarchy in contrast

fosters a dependency upon forces other than oneself to

achieve both material and spiritual success., This attitude
engenders a more fatalistic attitude toward one's own ability

to control his own fate.

VIII. Protestants will tend to give responses more

favorable to deferred gratification than those responses

given by Catholics.

Rationale. The greater Protestant willingness to de-
fer gratification, as previously mentioned, should result
in significantly different scores between Protestants and
Catholics. With social class controlled for this hypothesis,
as well as the previous seven, Lysgaard's findings of class

differences in the capacity to defer gratification will be

taken into account.,

Conclusion, This chapter has presented the theoret-
i1cal basis from which the hypotheses for this study were

drawvn, Starting from Weber's original presentation of the
offect of the Protestant ethic upon the development of cap-

italism in Western culture, a conceptual framework was

33I'bid.. p. 109.
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established using more current studies to substantiate the
position taken. From this position hypotheses were ad-
vanced, along with rationals for their support.

The next chapter will describe the sample used in this
study, the instruments used, and the method of analysis per-

formed.,



CHAPTER III
SAMPLE, INSTRUMENT3, AND METHOD OF ANALYSIS

Sample. The data to be analyzed were collected in the
spring and summer of 1957 under the direction of Dr. A, O.

Haller. The site of the study, Lenawee County, 1s situated
in the southeastern corner of Michigan, making it satis-
factory for purposes of this study in several respects.
Historically, Lenawee County has been a wealthy farming area

with a predominately rural Protestant ethical orientation.
At the present time, while still favoring these ethnographic

characteristics, the area has a considerable amount of light
industry and urban population. With improved communication
and transportation facilities, the proximity to the large
metropolitan centers of Detroit and Toledo has encouraged
the migration of both people and industry to the area. One
result of this influx has been the increased proportion of
Catholic population in the county. Another favorable aspect
of this site 1s the avallablility of several large univers-

ities, both public and private, to the population, which min-
imizes the cost of higher education for those who desire 1it.

This, together with the increased job opportunities afforded

by industrial growth, presents to the residents of the area
& highly diversified selection of occupations to choose from.
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The population consists of 442 seventeen year old ad-
olescents, constituting approximately 88% of the total pop-
ulation of seventeen year 0ld male adolescents 1living 1in the
county at the time the data was collected. Of the 12% not
included, because they no longer attended school, approx-
imately 80% were sons of farmers. While it is possible that
the omission of this group from the population could bias
the results obtained, it is believed that the effects are

slight for two reasons:

l. The area, as previously mentioned, presents a
highly diversified choice of occupations to young males en-
tering the labor market., Since both farming and non-farming
children attend the same schools and often live in close
proximity to each other, their exposure to the occupational
alternatives 1s probably quite similar.

2. Previous analysis using the same basic data have
shown that, for the population in question, differences in
educational and occupational aspirations of farm and non-
farm subjects are not significant when the variable, “plann-
ing to farm", 1s controlled in the farm group.1 Since the
large majority not included in this population were farm
youths who had left school, it is logical to assume that they

had turned to farming, hence lowering the proportion of farm
youth in the population tested who planned to farm and more

nearly equalizing rural-urban differences in this area. The

1A.0.Ha110r, "Research Problems on the Occupational
Achievement Levels of Farm-Reared People," Rural Sociology,
1958, VO].o 23. Noo 4’ PP. 355"3620
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absence of a true rural-urban control, however, must be kept
in mind when appraising the results obtained.
Of the 442 subjects avallable, 48 subjects were deleted

because of incomplete answers given on the instruments ad-
ministered, leaving a total of 394 subjects available for
analysis. To determine the possibility of a sample bias
concerning status, and religion on mobility orientations,
resulting from the deletion of subjects, a review of the
material avallable on the deleted subjects was made. Ten of
the subjects lacked adequate material for any type of apprais-
al. The remaining 38 subjects were deleted because of the

lack of information on their religious preference. Of these
38, 32 were from the lower status group. A comparison of the

mean scores, of this lower status deleted group, on each of
the 8 dependent variables tested, with the mean scores of
the lower status group used, showed substantial differences
in 5 areas. These were; educational aspiration, expressive
vs. instrumental attitude toward work, preference for punc-
tuality, confidence in the individual, and deferred grat-
ification. In all five cases the deleted group's mean score
was lower than the mean score of the group used. Although
the remaining six higher status deletions showed some dif-
ferences, because of the small number involved, it 1s doubt-
ful whether their effect would have been significant. The
implication of these observations is that there is a dis-
tinct possibility of a lower status bias existing in the

sample used, resulting in a reduction of any mean difference
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between lower and higher status groups on the variables
being tested. While this does not apparently affect re-
ligious differences for purposes of this study, it does sug-
gest the need for future research in the area of religious
affiliation and status, The preponderance of lower status
subjects showing no religious preference suggests the exist-
ence of a causal relationship between status and religious
affiliation,

It 1s of importance to note certain similarities and
differences between the population used in this study and
the population used by Lenski, since Lenski's study consti-
tutes the most extensive research done recently in the area
of religious orientation and social mobility. Lenski<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>