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A STUDY OF 1HE VOCATIORAL INTERESTS OF BOYS AiD GIRIS

IN SIX TOWNSHIPS OF INGEALI COUNTY, iICHIGAN

A, INTRODUCTION

| I. The Problem.

The primeary purpose of this study has been to determine the
vocational interests of certain boys and girls fourteen to twenty years
of age inclusive with special reference to vocational agriculture; to
the end that better educastional opportunities may be provided.

W A secondary purpose has been to degermine what per cent of these
rural boys eand girls mey have dropped out befare graduating from high
school and the reasons for their having done so.

And it wes a further purpose to gain other edu¢ational information
that might aid in getting a proper understanding of the status of these
rural young people, since to gain such information is one of the first
steps in providing better educationel facilities for them.

The origin of this problem grew out of the author's graduate wark
in education et the Michigan State College. In the study of the agri-
cultural phase of vocetional education mesny questions were raised re-
specting the status of educationsl attainments and iﬁterests of the
rural young people, The guestions raised were such as the following:
(a) How many boys'and girls in our rural communities are really inter-
ested in ferming as a vocation? (b) What achievements of these young
people, if any, furnish evidence of a genuine interest in farm life?
(¢) Are the courses in sgriculture as given in the high schools proper=
ly preparing the rural youth for life on the farm? (&) In what vocations

other than farmming are boys and girls of the rurel sections interested?



e

(e) How many of the rural boys end girls have dropped out of school
before graduating from high school and whet were the reasons for their
doing so? (f) How numerous are the boys and girls in the country who
ﬁight well profit by further courses in sgriculture not now available

in the local schools? (g) Is college extension work of any kind needed?
() Is there any way in which the agricultural college can be of special
help to the boys and girls under twenty years of age?

The lack of information to give a satisfactory answer to such
questions led to an attempt to make a study of local conditions in order
to secure some definite facts bearing on the situation. fnrthermore, city
boys and girls have the opportunity of atteﬁding night schools to pursue
studies that will aid them in gaining a livelihood 'and that will better
prepare them for the responsibilities of life.

The question naturally arises whether the rural youth might be simi-

larly aided if suitable educetionsl activities were available for them.
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II. Communities Covered in the Survey.

Reference to the map of Inghem County, Michigan, page 82 shows
the townships thet are included in this educational survey. Six town-
éhips, namely -- Leslie, Wheatfield, Williamston, Leroy, Vevay and
Ingham, constitute the area covered. It was found that the boys end
girls of Leslie attended the Leslie High School. Those of Wheatfield,
Williemston end Leroy, to a great extent, attended the Williemston High
School. Those residing in Vevay township attended at Mason, while those
in Ingham township attended the Inghem Township Agricultural School,
located at Dansville,

The Ingham Township Agricultural School is a consolidated district

which includes nearly all of Ingham township and in addition some terri-
tory in two adjacent townships. Transportation is provided by the dis-
trict. The general school costs are spread over the entire district.
On the other hand, the school districts at Leslie, Williamston and Mason
include practically no territory outside the village or city corporation
limits, and hence tuition and transportation costs are borne by the out-
lying school districts directly. In saue cases the parents have to pay
a portion of the tuition if the amount is greater than sixty dollars per
annum.

All the above mentioned high schools receive rederel aid under the
provisions of the Smith-Hughes law. Accordingly, these high school main-
tain prescribed courses in sgriculture, manual arts and home economics,
Instruction in the above subjects must be given by college graduates,
who are teachers with approved qualifications. The character of the

vocational work done by these schools is highly commendable, The various






supervised vocational projects carried out by the students as a specific
tequirement of the Smith-Hughes law provide training of great practical
effects The progressive attitude of the citizens in the communities

with respect to education is evidenced by the fact that each community

hss erected a modern high school plant within recent years., The boys

and girls in this study have had the benefit of a favorsble school environ-
ment,

The severai townsnips included in this survey are located in a pros-
perous general farming region. The cormon farm crops raised are wheat,
oats, berley, corn, beans, sugar-beets and hay. The common livestock
kept are dairy cettle, beef cattle, horses, sheep end swine., There is
some specialization in gerdening, dairying, fruit-raising and poultry.

i.any of the farmers of the area are members of a cow-testing
association. There are several ective Granges in the comrunities studied.
As may be seen by referring to table number XVII, more than half of the
farmers included in this study own the ferms they operate,s If farm owner-
ship tends to promote better agriculturzl practices as well as to develop
better rural institutions, many of the youth of tiils region have that
advantage. Ingham County also has had the advantage of a County Agricul-
tural Agent since 1927,

lationality often determines the charscteristics of a community,

In this group nearly all are native-born. They are English speaking.
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III. Source of the laterial

A total list of the ferm boys and girls between the eges of fourteen
and twenty i-clusive was secured from the census lists at the County 3chool
Commissioner's office for the following townships: Leslie, Vhestfield,
Williamston, Leroy, Vevay and Ingham, Due to fractional school districts
a few nauies of boys and girls residing in some &adjscent township were se-
cured while a few residents of a township may have been omitted due to the
fact that the children were included in a townshiip outside the area covered.
It was merely a matter of convenience that the township was taken as the
unit for studye.

The lists of boys and girls were conled from the child-accounting
reccrds et the School Commissioner's office at llason in August, 1931l. The
boys and girls geve the infornetion requested during the following October,
November and December., A few responses were received in Jenuary and Febru-
ary, 1932, The nemes of the boys end girls residing in the villages were
not iincluded in the list as it was the purpose to study the ferm boys and
girls only.

The school census lists of the six townships showed a total of 658
ferm boys and girls fourteen to twenty years of esge inclusive., A question-
naire, a copy of which may be found in the appendix page 84 , was prepsred
in order to secure certain vocational informestion. The author persorally
delivered the questionneires to a large number of those listed in the
Williams tcn area, In other centers the superintendent of sckools or the
teacher of agriculture placed the questionnaires in the hends of those on
the lists. In a few cases where ccntsct could not be made personally the

questionnaires were meiled to the boys and girlse



-6-

Table Tumber I, on the following page, shows the distribution
of these young folks by townships. The table further shows the per
cent of replies secured in each township as well as the total number

of responses to the questionnaires.
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IV. Liethod Used to Cether the Deta
TABLE I.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BOYS AID GIRLS FOURTLEN TO TWEKTY INCLUSIVE

No. girls No. boys Total No. Total No., on Per cent

Township answering answering answering census list answers
Leslie 20 14 34 86 3945
Wheatfield 18 21 37 52 71l.1
Williamston 20 39 59 88 67.0
Leroy 39 27 €6 142 46.4
Vevay 42 47 89 135 659
Ingham 69 68 137 155 88.3
Totals 208 216 422 658

From the above table it mey be noted that the seversl townships are

listed in order of the number of responses received and this same order

is cerried out in all further tabulations by townships.

It is interesting to note that the numrber of girls and the number
of boys responding to the questionnsire is very neerly the same, there
being 206 girls and 216 boys.

The per cent of responses varies from 39.5 for Leslie to 88.3 for
Ingham., The response from the totel number of farm boys and girls on
the census list was 64.1 per cent., the 658 fsrm boys and girls were
distributed over an area of approximestely 200 square miles. In this
connection attention is celled to the fact that any plen for group in-
struction of any considersble numbers in this srea must take trenspor-

tation into accounte.
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Be ANALYSIS OF THE FINDIIGS

| Thus fer an endeavor has been made to make clear the setting,

the why, when, where, what and how, for this educational survey.

In the presentation of the findings the informetion given in the
questionnaires will be presanted quite largely by means of a series

of tables. The headings of these tables, followed by the questions,
which are n;mbefed the seme as in the questionnaire, are self-explana-
tory. Brief comments end discussions ere added lsrgely to save time
for tahe reader, or for~the purpose of interpreting the data more clear-

ly. In most instances, conclusions sre given directly following the

table °
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I. Vocstional Acihieverents of Boys and Girls in Arricul ture

TABLE II. . /
NUWSER OF BOYS PURSULIG AGRICULTURE IN HIGH SCHOOL

Question-I-9: Did you study agriculture in your high school?

Total No. Per cent of

Township Yes No ‘questioned total No. boys
Leslie 7 7 14 50.0
Wheatfield 8 13 21 3840
\7illiams ton 25 14 39 64.1

Leroy 13 14 27 48.1
Vevay 33 14 47 70,2
Ingham 41 27 68 6062

Totals 127 89 216

A total of 216 boys fram fourteen to twenty years of ege inclusive,
were questioned. One hundred twenty-seven of the number reported "Yes".
Of the boys enswering, 58,7 per cent pursued the agricultural course in
high sckool. Since egriculture is an elective in the schools studied, it
seems to indicete that these fsrm boys nad a greater interest in vocstion=-
al sgriculture than in some other course they might have elected.

The use of modern farm machinery has gresastly increased the amount of
production per farmer., The proportion of our total pupulation required
on farms has been growing less and less. The 127 boys represent the 304
farms reported in this study. fhis gives a proportion of one boy to
approximetely 2.3 farms for the seven year period included by the age

group, fourteen to twenty.
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In the issue of August 6, 1932, the United States Daily carries
tge following quotations: "From 60 to 75 per cent of the students of
vocationsl agriculture take up agriculturel work either as farmers or
a8 employees of allied occupstions, Ir, C. H. Lane, chief of the division
of the agricultursl service of the rederal Board for Vocstional Zducetion
stated orally, August 5. After completing their studies, it has been
found from a five yeer inquiry that 42 per cent of the grsdustes have
become partners in the home fsrm, he pointed out. It has been found
also that those out of school five years tend to becaie owners, rather
than workers or renters of farms in increasing numbers". (1)

Dr. C. He Lane further states, "The part whieh vocstional egricul-
tural schools in the United Stetes is playing in keeping country boys
of a high type of ability erd intelligence on the farm is illustrated
by a recent survey of a number of schools in Monteana, This survey is
one of a series national in scope made by the Federal Board, This sur-
vey in Montans shows that 1,011 boys have completed courses in vocational
agriculture during the past ten years. A total of 68 per ceut entered
the business of farming either individually or in partnership with their
fathers. TwWo per cent entered occupations allied with sgriculture.™ (2)

It may further be noted, in considering the fitness of owr rural
boys and girls for the business of farming, that the school law of
Liichigen provides thot agriculture shall be teught in the eighth grade of
the rural district schools., The furm boys and girls enter high school
having had a year's work in agriculture. They also have the advantage of

being born and brought up on a farme In meny instances their home training

(1) Lene, Co He United States Daily, August 6, 1932,
(2) Ivbia
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has been well directed and they elready have a grest number of
valuable experiences as a foundstion for further training in scien-

tific egriculture.



TABLE III, v v
NULMBER OF BOYS PURSUING SHOP VIORK IN EIGH SCHOOL

Question-I-ll: Did you study shop work in your high school?

Total No. Per cent studying
Township Yes No Guestioned shop wark
Leslie . 8 6 14 57.1
Wheatfield 12 9 21 57,1
Williemston _ 30 9 39 76.9
Leroy 20 7 27 74,0
Vevey 27 20 47 57.4
Ingham 54 14 88 79.4
Totals 151 65 216

The fact that 69,9 per cent of these boys took shop work in high
school signifies a gensral interest in manual arts. The work is elective,
It also shows that a considerable number of the ferm boys are getting some
fundamental instruction in the care and use of tools. The shop work in the
high schools studied is of a very practicel character and often deals direct-
ly with ferm-life situations. Such training is veluable, moreover, for
many vocations,

It may be noted also that while 58,7 per cent of the boys pursued the
‘agricultural course in high school, approximately 70 per cent of them took
the work offered in menuel arts., Manual training eppeals to a large number
of boys. The great satisfaction afforded by this opportunity to work with
the hands, - to create something, is made evident to any one who will ob-

serve these vocationel groups busy at their sho»n wark.



TABLE IV.VY
NUMBER OF GIRLS PURSUING HOME ECONCKICS IN KIGH SCHOOL

Question-I-10: Did you study home economics in high school?

. Totai?%b. Per cent studying
Township Yes No Questioned home economics
Leslie 14 6 20 70.0
Mheatrielg; 12 4 16 75.0
Fi}liamston 15 5 20 7540
Leroy 24 15 39 81,5
Vevay 26 16 42 81,9
 Ingham 65 4 69 94,2
Totals 156 50 206

From the above it eppears thst 75.7 per cent of the girls studied
gqme economics in high school. This is a considerably higher per cent
than of boys who took agriculture in high school, However, the whole
number of girls may be potential home mekers and at any rate the excellent
home econamics courses offered in these schools having & specislly trained
instructor in the subject will do much to promote health and happiness
emong the farmer folk. Looking back a few decades what progess has been
made in this respect! The home economics courses in all of the high
schools were introduced since the pessing of the Smith-Hughes law in
1917, Previous to the establishment of home economics courses in the
rural secondary schools, the farm girls had to depend more upon the
home, and upon extension work of the college for help, In too many
cases the home could not furnish suitable instruction and extension

work was not always available.
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TABLE V.
MRBERSHIP IN 4-H CLUBS

Question-IV-1l: Have you ever belonged to a 4-H Club?
12, If so, for how many years?

No. boys Total yefr s Noiir?j 'I‘otiﬁ.-_y__e?1

Township belonging membership belonging membership
Leslie 6 8 12 23
Wheatfield 7 14 7 8
Willismston 18 38 4 11
Leroy 10 16 13 26
Vevay 10 41 11 12
 Inghem 18 34 13 21

Totals 69 151 83 101

The average years of membership for boys is 2.2 yesrs and for thé
girls 1t is 1.6 yesarse

0f the total number reporting, 31.9 per cent of the boys, and 30.5
per cent of the girls stated that they had been members of a 4-H club.
Since the club work is not compulsory, the per cent of perticipation
shows & lively interest in the vocetional projects offered. The boys
evidently had engaged in projects thet caerried over to a grecater extent
than the projects engaged in by the girls, raking the average membership
more than one~half year longer in case of the boyse

Further evidence of the popularity of the 4-H club work among boys

and girls may be seen in Table liumber VI,
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TABLE VI,
4-H PROJECTS COLPLETFD
Question-IV~13: What 4-H projects have you ever completed?

14, What prizes have you ever won for exhibiting 4-H project
work?

W

Project Leslie~Wheat '1d-W'mston-Leroy=-Vevay-Ingham Totals

BGQM ......0.'..".0.‘.......'.......3......1..0..........0...’...

Calr .0..'............l...............3'.....1...0.3.‘....5..‘.....

D

Calming ..............‘.......4.......5......3.....3......6........
Clothin-g .O...........l‘....‘.l......‘..Q.......Q..Q...............
Cooking ecoseccccsssseesessrecsssessssscescsscssccssssloceccccosccccne
Corn ........................................1.....'....'.1........

Cropa .'.O...'..OO.....O.............0......"....'1."............

()

Dairy ecscocceccsescssscesssseBeccceceDoccccsscccossdocseceDecccccne
Dairy MAN'NT eccovocccsccccscccosssccscsosocsscsccsccesscscsolocsocccse
Food tse00c0000 00000000000 scsssscecscceossscessccacscsssesleccsssee
Gardening eesecssccsesscscssscsstecceceeDececceloscccccscccsocscsscce
HBLLEr ceeeccccccoccocccosccsascscscscsccccscsocssscssseloceccccccccccne
Hom.em&king 00000000000.00.0.000.'.0000'00000.1000.000.00000000.0000
LEMD eccccocsasssosscnccccscsscscscccetosessscsscsscsscsssscscsslossccooe
Pigs ooooooo.oocoooo.ooo0000000000.00.30000003.000020.00.01000.000.
Popcorn eeesesecscssscscccsssosloeccecooloscccedesecsocscecccccsccnce
Potatoes oooooooo0000030o-ooooocooooooloooooolooo;ooooooooloooooooo
Poultry .........oo...l.......1.......2......1.....2......1.........
Rabbits ooo-ooccoooooolooooooooo.oooooooooooooooooclooooooloooooooo
[ROOIN sesscceccosccsccslosecccccccocscscssceecsscsscecscscccocccccesosons

Seﬂ.ng eecsecccccccceeBosccscsccsccsselesceelOceceeDecocccccececcee

=
PPhDODFHFWODOUVODDKHFHFHFOMNMFOHFNDENDOWP

Sheep 0000000000000000000000oolooooooolooo0005000004000000500000000

Workbench ooo-oooooooooooooocooo.oooooooooooolooooooo00000000000000

Totals 18 20 26 31 27 29

—— e

A record of 151 completed projects, with 147 prizes for exhibiting

f
[¢)]
-

the work, shows a high degree of recognition for the 4~H club work.
Canning, sewing, dairy, sheep, and calf propcts renk the highest

in number of projects in the order in which they were nemed.
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The 4-~H Club work, as usually carried out, has outstanding educa~
tional values, lir, O. C. Croy, Assistant Club Leader of Chio, has
written a thesis (1) in which the results of his study, "An kvaeluaticn
of 4-H Club Activities in Terms of Educsticnal Objectives™, is reported.
r. Croy subnitted a list of twenty-two types of 4= Club projects to
274 rural educators of Ohio, These educetors were requested to rate
the project work with respect to eight proposed educationel objectives,

The following ranking wes given by 152 of the educators who replied:

First ccececcescccsccceseSociability objectiveeseeeceeesese2,562 points.
Second eceeecccscecsesssscsfconomic objectiveessscecsoeesseel,420 points.
Third eeececcccccccscceeeCivic ObDjECtiVe seococccceooeseee?,285 points,
FOUPrth eeceseecsccseeeees e EXDLOratory eececeseccccecsceeeeel, 225 points,
Fifth eecceccccccececsceeROCreational eceecececccecececeesel, 065 points,
SiXth eeccoceccccesocoeseBthiCAl ceecececoccsocccoccnceeeel, 91l pDoints,
Seventll seeseseccesovseceeEsthetic eceosevccscccccescscseeel,76l points,

Eighth seeccscsccsccccseelealth ........................o.l,618 pOintSo

The sbove is the eveluation of 4-H Club projects in the opinion of
superintendents of schools, teachers and asgriculturel leaders, whose
experiences in educat ional work placed them in & position to render a

competent judgrment. As lir, Croy points out, the 4-H Club work in Chio

1) Croy, O. C. Abstract of Thesis., An Evsluation of 4-H Club Activities
in Terms of Educetionsl Objectives., Cornell University, 1928, 16 p.



. =1l7=-

‘is more than econamic, since the several other objectives in the study
are ranked epproximately as highe While the original conception of
club work may have been to use boys and girls nrimerily &s a means of
demonstrating better farm and home practices, that objective has now
faded into the incidental,

lir, Croy further points out in this theses (1) that there was no
great difference in opinion between the extension educators and the
school educators, indicating a common understanding of the educationsl
value of 4-H Club Worke

The present Chief of the Netional Extension Progrem, Dr. C. Be
Smith, made the following statement regarding the purposes of junior
club worke (2) "4<H club boys and girls are doers, They are taught
high ideals and standards., They meet together, work together,
cooperate, achieve., They play the geme fairly., They demonstrate, earn
money, acquire property. They learn and teach the better way on the
farm, in the home, and in the community. They build uﬁ their bodies and
their health through right living. They train their hands to be useful,

their minds to think clearly, and their hearts to be kind."

zls Inid

(2) Smith, C. Be Boys' and Girls' 4-H Club Worke Miscellaneous Circular
Noe 77, Ue Se Department of Agriculture, October, 1926, pe ii.
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TABLE VII.
SMITH-HUCHES PROJECTS COVPLETED

Question-IV-=16: What Smith-Hughes projects have you campleted?

—— — —

Project Leslie-Wheat '1d-W'mston-Leroy=-Vevay-Ingham Totals

Al falfa o.o-ooooooooooooooo-ooooooooooootoolooooooooooooocooooooo
Barley 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000s00000000000
BEANS seeccecccccceelocesceBococccoeTocovoolececssDeccscebeccccncs 2
BOOtS ceeececsecscccssccccscscsscscscccsscccessssloccsscccccsccne
Cabb&ge ooo-ooooooooooocooooooooooooooooooco-ooooZQ-ooooooooooo-o
C&nning eccecccecccccsocscsoscssccscccsccesecsccsoslocsoccrsvrccelBosccccne 1

COOking .t..000.000..000‘..0.0...00....0.'.00.00.0...0..2....00..

(-

DPDHFNOIHANOUOHFHFHFOANDNOHPORFODWDE O

COTN evescscoscccsccsccccsooloccoscscoslecocoolocecolocooceBocccoces
Crops 0000000000000 000000000ssccsssssssccssssccscscsssseloccccone
Cucumbers oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooaooocooz.ooooooo
Dairy .....'....'..........1........1.....'.'.‘..l...’..s........
Gardening ooooo.o.o.o0000O0100'0000.2"00000000.10'00000100.00000 1
Jelly eeccsesscesesecssscescsscscsccsolocecscesescscsssscocsscsconce
[lialle Tr'ececsecccvcccolocccsccocscocssvsscccsssloccccZecocccoccoccoee
Ivieal Plan. .D...Q.........'.................‘...........2...'....
0B1t3 eececscccecsescssesescsssscscssessvslocccccescesselRocesscccccccsns
OnioNB eeseecccccececccscccssccecsssecselosccssscscsescsoscccccsssccccce
Orchard eceececceccscccosccccsoccocscssoscssscsccscsssssscscclosssccce
Popcorn R TR I LT
POtatoes eeeececccoeBecccecdeccccceeToceoceesceeedocceelTecscccee 3
Poutry .’................’................l........’...2........
RedeCOI‘ating ccececssssscsssccssecscsscscssenssscessscsslosscccne
Se'ing P A P Y R N T T
Sheep eosceesssccscssssccccscsvccccsloccssolocssclocsoscelocccccne
S'ine .......'....'.................l......4.'..‘.......2........
Tomatoes oooococooooooooooooooooooooooooooo-oooooooo0000100000000

Whea-t .........0............‘................‘...l.....’l........

Totals 6 13 28 12 42 73 174

e—
me——

WI

Herein appears the reflection of the general farming interests of
the boys and girls of the section studied, The "cash crops™, potatoes

and beans, are the projects reported the greater number of times,
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The amount of net income from Smith-Hughes projects completed in

the several schools studied for the yesrs 1927 to 1931 is siznificant.

NET PROJECT INCOME OVER A FIVE-YEAR PLRIOD (1)

Year ending June 30.

School 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931

[Dansville $1149.,15 £2006,70 $3031,39 _ $2729,15  $1857,.,49

Leslie Not on the relmbursement list 468,00 664,65
&mson 2883,59 3020,79 2629,01 3192431 1353436
illiamston 2589.20 £2559.59 1054,27 1231,40 1447,28

The above statement gives an insight into the financial gelns thst
accrue from the vocational efforts of the Smith-Hughes students with
their project work. lir, E. E. Gellup, Stete Supearvisor of Agricultural
Education, made the following appresisal of the Smith-Hughes vocational
program. (1) "I believe thet vocstional agricultural education, under
the provisions of the Smith-Hughes Law, is the most importent movement
in American agriculture since the estsblishment of the agricultursl
colieges under the provisions of the liorrill Act in 1862, The farm boy
receives his scientific treining in the class-room. He puts this into
practice in nis supervised home project. He develops leedership, organ-
ization, and cooperation in his Future Farmers of America chapter. These
farm boys are so trained and developed that they are established in

business when they graduste from high school."

(ls Gallup, E. E, Privete Correspoudence. See Appendix.
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TABLE VIII.
EXHIBITION OF PROJECTS

Question-IV=17: What Smith-Hughes projects have you exhibited at the
fair? 19. Whet prizes have you won on your project exhibits?

Projects Leslie-ﬁheat'id-w'maton-Leroy-Vevay-Ingham Totals

Barley ..QO......'0...0.‘0.‘O...Q......'...0....1‘....1..0.'.'...

[

Beana .......'.....4....‘..2........4'........'.2..’.‘4..........
Cabbage 0..0.'o.o...cooo.'oo.'OOOQOOOQOOOOQ00;0010-.000000..00000

Calf ....'.........l...l......l.‘........'............l.......’..

HMHOODM

[

Canning ...................1.‘..........'.1..'.....'..9.....'....
Clothing .....’.......’.......'.'..'.....'.'.....'....2......'.'.
COOking s P
Corn ................'.....l........2".....'...1.....5......‘..'
CUCUWNDOI'S eecevssccocccccscccccscscvccossesccssoolocccccsccsccncne
Dairy .'........'..."..'.....'.".......‘.‘....2.....l..........
GArdeN eecceccsscoscccscesccscssccosscesDocccsloccscdecceccccrcccance
Jelly eescecesessescesesssvsccsscseoloccecscrccccccncscnsccssocne
ONiONS .cecececccccccccccccccrscccseelesescccsccscccccsccsccsccccncse

POpCOrn @eescsescctcsccsesrsessecessscsscsctcesesscsssecslocoscoscsne

Do
OIHFDDH OO DOIHMHOKWHFONMD

POtAt0E8 eveevccceedoccecscvccscccscccessceloceceroeceTocsoccccne
Poultry ,coooooooooooo-oooc-o.o-ooooooooool.oooocooooplovootooo-o
SeWing soecesccccseloccccscscssscceslecccclocceccccceeleccacnccce
sheep .'...'..'...'...'....l....'...2."..............2..........
ShOD WOPK eeeccecccccccecssccscvccsovsesooesloceoeBoccccccccconcane
S%ar Beets ......‘...'......'.....'............l........"......
SWIiNO eeeccosccccococcsccssccsscssscssolossoelocccccccsecocccccsoccee

‘.'.rheat ....'.......O.'.....I...’....'0'......l...l...".....‘.....

Totals 10 S 15 7 a7 45 10

_—— —— — :
————— — —c— e ——————— ———

The reports showed that a total of 148 prizes had been won on the
above exhibits. 4Account should be texen of the fact thst meny of these
projects were exhibited both at the County Fair end et the Community
Fair. It slso is true that rather numerous prizes have been swarded in

order to encourege the young folks in tieir vocational project activities.
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TABLE IX,

HCOLE ECONALIICS PROJLCTS COLPLILTLD

Question-IV-~15: What home economics projects have you comnleted?

Cafeteria ccceecesccececcccoccscceoscolocccccocesecsoscccecscccnccne

Candy T Y
C&Ilning eeccsssssccedoscccseclecescnselecceclocccelececelPecccccee
Cllild Cal‘e oooo.ooooooooo000.0000.00020000olooo..oo.oo'Qlcooc-oo.
Clothing 00000000000R0c000soleccccccocecsncccosctccscccsefececccce
COOking s0cc0eesceeeeBecccceeloceccccoBocccelocecseDdececceBocsccnes
Decorating 0000000000000000000000000000000000cncscssosscsloccssoss
DI'@8S eeccecscccsecscccccsccssssrsscscsscscsoscocscscscsssssosloccccoce
FlOWEI'S eeecsececcococsccocscsosecocsccccrosssccccsscscsoslocceccoe
FOOAB seecevvtccovssccoccsssocssssosoosdoccccsoscsccccrsscssoolocsccece
HOMO eeoveccvcccoscococecscsoscsscsecsslocssceccscccscocoolocccncee
HOme ECoeceevocococcccscscocsssssccssssoscscscssoslocscccccccscssccccscsce
Home 1ig'tececcecscoecccsecscsvscsscsccscsossssscsescoscesscsslececoces
INEW Di8Sh eceeeecevccceoccoscolecceccccocorccvrcccncscsccccocncsccce

ROOI ecssecescoccscssoscsccsscesvcscsocoloccosoleccocscscccsccolocccccns

‘SeWing e0sceccesseseDescccnccccseeseeTeceeeBoceeeBeceeellecocccne

is‘mr .......0...0..‘.’..0.....0..‘.......3..........’.....’.‘..

' o -
1BB1B eeeececeeoeececeeeessscsceeessstoecesoessesesseesosiocsocesss
ALK AN

Totals 16 5 19 16 1z 59

[
o>}
3

W

vabarrrarr P

Those projects involving the fundementsl necessities, food and

clothing, are by far the most numerous in the above table. The rural

girls are stressing those skills which necessity so often demsndse
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In attempting to evsluate the worth of the home economics courses,
offered in the several schools of this study, the eauthor asked one of
the home economics teachers, Miss I. C. Lundin of Williamston, for a
statement of the purpose of the home economics courses ss taught in
the .illiamston High School. iss Lundin's reply was as follows: (1).

(1) To develop sound health habits,

(2) To ewaken an interest in the problems of food and clothing,

(3) To train the student in certain household operations for

making the home healthful and attractive,

(4) To understand individual and home needs as relsted to food

values and to qua;ity and appearsnce of materials,

(5) To provide practice in making individusl and domestic

budgets,
(6) To teach appreciation of aesthetic qualities as related to:
a, dress
be furnishing of the home in general
ce furnishing the girl's own room
d. the elementary principles of landsceping the home
groundse ‘

The fact thet meny of these home economics girls meke their own
germents, do much of the home canning, end in many ways make themselves
useful in practical weys at home, speesks well for the chesracter of their

school training in home economics,

(15 Lundin, I. C. Personal Correspondence. See Appendix,
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- II. Educational Activities of Boys and Girls

TABLE X,
NU.BER OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES IN THE STUDY

Question-I-1l4: Are you a graduste of a four year high school?

———————————— ————
Township No Yes Total No. Per cent of total lo.
— questioned. quesi. wh_to aijf gr:ads.j=
Leslie 30 4 34 11,7
Wheatfield 33 4 37 10.8
Williamston 48 11 59 18.6
Leroy 50 16 68 24,2
Vevay 73 18 89 17.9
Ingham 114 23 137 1647
Totsals 348 74 422 ]

The 74 graduates are 17.5 per cent of the 422 individuals studied.
How many high school graduates, on the basis of the above per cent,
would be found in the six sbove townsiips conteining 658 boys and girls?
The enswer is approximestely 115. (17.5 per cent of 658).

Some of the auove grsduates, while mainteining a residence on the
farm, are employed elsewhere or are in college. ¥ith the remaining
individuals distributed over en area of approximstely 200 sguare miles
it can be seen tnet the problem of tiheir further education, near home,
often presents some difficulties., Only a very few of them, who would
have an interest in some common subject, could be sssembled for regulsr

instructicn in eny community. Educetion for these individuals is none
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.the less important. Two alternatives are suggested: First, that the
individuel, ss in the past, seek scme school trtet offers tle desired
vocationel courses, This often takes the individual a long ways from
nome and incurs considerable expense. Second, that local classes be
formed, consisting of interested individuels, irrespective of their
age and experience, and thus the vocetionel treining could be given

within easy driving distance of home.



TABLE X, v V
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PLANNING TO GRADUATE

Question-I-16: If you are in high school do you plan to graduate?

e ——

- Total numbersii
Township Yes high school
Leslie 20 26
Wheatfield 18 26
Williesmston 28 37 i
%eroy 40 45
Vevay 50 54
Inghem 85 92
Totals 241 280

There weré 280 boys and girls that reported being enrolled in
high school.s Of this number, 241, or 86.05 per cent, expressed their
intention of grsduating. 'The 39 who said they did not plan to greduste
present a real chellenge to the community. We naturally wonder why, in
these days, they are not planning to greduate? Is 1t the fault of the
school? Or is it the indifference of the individuel? Is the home at
fault?

Williem G. Cerr, of the Researck Divisicn of the National Education
Assoclation, says (1) "Although over one half of the nstion's elementsry
school children are in rural schools, less than one fourth of our secon-
dery enrolment is rural. High-school training is everywhere recognized

as uighly desirable for effective citizenship and successful living end

(1) Carr, "illiem G. Some Crucial Problems in Rursl Education. Journal
of the Nationsl Educetion Association. December, 1930, pe 283,
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yet thoussnds of rurel children have inadequate seconaary schools
or noce at alle In city schools one school child in five is en-
roled in high school; in rursl schools less than one in ten is en-
roled in high school".

Under the discussion of, "Grede-distribution of Pupils Yho Cuit
School™, it was found that 13.5 per cent iad quite This group included
the ages fourteen to twenty inclusive and does not tske into account
the younger members wiho may quit before greduating. But, making all
due ellowances, our rural secondery high schools are making sn excellent
showing when compared to the nation's averages

The Inghom Group is favorably situsted and for thet resson a very

high sverage of attendance is exnected,
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TABLE XII, °
ACTIVITY OF STUDLTS IN EIGH SCHOOL ATHLITICS

question-I-17: Vhat part have you tuken in athletics while in school?

fESNECI ——

Leslie=Wheat *1d-V*mston=Leroy

Baseball ’.000000....20..o00040.0‘000110.00.10000.013.00025000 65
Football ......n....5.......6.......10......3......8....26... 58
Basketball 0-0000000.5000.-006.0oooo013.0000250000022000068000 139

TraCK .......'.......2.......1..'.....5......3............8... lg
Tennis ...........’..l...‘........‘.....'...............016... 17
Swimming S T PP 2
SOCCOI' eeeceesccecococcscccsoclocccorccccccccceonscocsccocscsccnne 1
G“,m .....'......'............2...'...."...................'.. 2
volley Ball .‘..l...g.....&...................'.l......... 1

Totals 16 20 39 42 44 143 304

The number of high school pupils in the ninth to twelfth grade in-
clusive reporting thet they participated in any form of athletics totaled
132, while 92 reported that they did not participate in high school ath-
letics., In other words, approximately 58.9 per cent did participate as
compared to 4le.l per cent who did note.

Of the 74 high school grsduates 46 reported having participeted in
high school athletics while 28 reported that they were non-participants.
In terms of per cent, approximately 62 per cent participated and 38 per
cent did not,

Owing to the fact that farm boys and girls usually have many chores
at home and that they drive to school, tiney are often discoursged by the
parents from taking an active part in athletics. This is true of foote

ball, basketbsll and beseball which requires much time after school for

practices



From an educational standpoint tiere is much of value to be gained
by the rural youth from participation in a well-directed program of high
school ati.letics. In the give and take of athletic contests boys and
girls learn lessons in promptness, in obedience, in self-denial, in
cooperation, and as a matter of fact, in all the benefits of good sports-
manshipe

Some parents object to footbell. If football is too strenuous and
dangerous, some unobjectionable activity should be substituted for it.
There is a wide limit to the new games and contests that may be created,
Liore use could be made of those sports that have a carry-over nsture such
as tennis, hendball, volleybell end even hikes and golf,

The physical education program in the public schools should be for
the benefit of all. There hes been & tendency in ruml high school athletics
to excuse and ignors many of the youth who are most in need of the benefits
of the program. One problem of these rura; high schools is to so adjust
the athletics program that the welfare of every boy and girl will be pro-~

moted.
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TABLE XIII. v VvV
PARTICIPATION IN DEBATIIG, ORCIESTRA, BAND AND DRALIATICS
Question-I-18: Have you ever taken part in debating? 19. Did you

ever play in the orchestra? In the band? 20, Have you ever taken
part in dramatic work?

Debating Orchestra Band Dramatics

Townshig yes yes yes yes Totals
Leslie none 4 2 23 29
Wheatfield 4 none none 12 16
illiamston 2 3 1 25 31
%@rqy 14 9 5 30 58
Vevay 6 6 8 32 52
Ingham 18 13 2 76 109
Totals 44 35 18 198 295

The total number of pupils in this study in the tenth, eleventh
and twelfth grudes is 164, The number of high school gredustes in the
study is 74, making a total of 238 that are beyond the ninth grade, Of
this number only 44, or 18.4 per cent of those above the ninth grade, had
thus far availed themselves of the opportunity of debatinge

The adventages of debsting are many. Through well-directed debating,
the student acquires a better understunding of the fundamentel principles
relating to sociology, economics and govermment. He lesrns to rely upon
evidence rather than prejudice, tradition and intuition in reeching con=
clusions. Xe leerns how to use the libraries and where to find other in-
formaetional material. Ee gains valuable practice in the art of publie

speaekinge Ile learns to state fucts and ideas accurstely. Through
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debating he develops an aopreciation of the viewpoint of others snd
becomes less likely to express himself dogmetically. ZIecause debating
develops many useful skills and gives the rursl student an insight into
human nature, the subject should receive much more stress in the rurel
secondary schools,

Only 8.29 per cent of all of the boys and girls of this study had
ever played in an orchestra and only apvroximately 4 per cent hed ever
played in a band. FHere, too, there should be a much larger number of
students purticipating. Besides the esthetic value of music, group
playing may have civic, sociel and recreational merits. Tne btenefits
carry over into adult life, Pleying in an orchestra or bend furnishes
an exceptionzlly decsirable means for spending leisure time,

The data shows that 46.9 per cent of the boys and girls hed tsken
part in dramstics. Perticipation in dremstics, debating, declamation
and oratory effords an excellent opportunity for self-expression., It
is the sort of thing so meny of the rural youth need., These extra-
curriculer ectivities are especially commendsble inesmuch ss they help

to develop rural lesdershipe.
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TABLE XIV. ¥V
BOY SCOUT AID GIRL SCOUT MIZ.BiRSEIP AD TENURE

Question=-IV-6: Have you been a Boy Sccut? 7. How meny years? 8, Ilave
you been a Girl Scout? 9. How many years?

F% Membership No. of Membership No., of

Egznsh{g‘ﬁki -boys years. girls VEBTS o

Leslie 5 14 1 none

Wheatfield 1 1

Williamsfon 7 17 3

Leroy 2 2 3 4

Vevay 7 12 5 8

Ingham 4 10 17 33
Totals 26 _ 56 29 45

The Scouting program, with all of its benefits, has barely been introe
duced in the rural sections studied. A great field for leadership awaits
those who are interested in promoting the social and moral values of the
Scout progreme Due to the fact thet the rursl boys and girls live so
closely in touch with nature, the Scout program meay not appeal to them
from the recreational point of view quite so strongly as it does to the
town boys and girls. On the other hand, there are phases of the Scout
work, for instance certein social and moral velues, that the young folks
in the rurel sections need. The Scout program is one of learning by
doing. The Scout Oath and the Scout Laws appeal to the very highest

spiritual and moral attributes of the adolescent,



-‘)2-

TABLE XV.
MR/BERSHIP IN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATICKS v v

Question-IV-10: Place a cross after the following church organiza-
tions in which you have had memberskip.

[~ Cbweh  Sunday School Young People's Totel |
Township Membership  Membership Society que stioned
%eslie 13 17 5 422
Wheatfield 10 13 7 422
Williamston 31 38 10 422

Leroy 33 41 16 422

Vevay 44 63 26 422
Ingheam | 46 80 33 422

Totals 177 252 97

From the above dats it wes found that 41l.9 per cent of the 422 ree-
ported church membership, 597 pver cent of them reported Sunday School
membership and 20,6 per cent of them reported membership in a Young
Peoples Society.

The above membership in church organizations indicates that the
rural young people participste to a considerable extent in the religious
life of thelr comuunities, It is well known that in meny cammunities

the rural church is in a state of decline. A small rurel church, with

few members and few supporters, is not likely to carry on a very effective

progrem in the communitye. Morse and des Brunner, in their study of churches

in 179 rural counties, set 1000 (1) people per church &s the norm,

(1) Morse, H. N. and des Brunner, E, S. The Town and County Church in
the United States, '
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In common with the iuefficient one-room district school, effective
consolidation seems to be the logicel solution of the smell isolated
country-church situatione

From an educationsl viewpoint an ideel situation is one in which
church and school cooperete in carrying out a character-building pro-

gram for the boys end girls of tue communitye.
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TABLE XVI.
G/NZRSHIP OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY

Question-IV-20: Do you own farm stock or poultry which hes come to you
es a result of 4-H Club work or of Smith~Huches work?

. Gwmership |
‘ Townshig yes
Leslie 2
Wheatfield (-]
Williemston 15
Leroy 7
Vevay 8
Ingham 18
Total 56

Of the total number of boys and girls questioned, 13.2 per cent
reported ownership of some kind of livestock or poultry as a reéult
of project work. While this is not a high per cent of ownership it
does show thet many parents recognize the psychology of ownership as
an incentive for interesting the boys and girls in ferm lifee In this
respect it seems reasonable that many more parents in a very natural
way might use this means to help solve the trying nroblems of the
adolescent. On the other hend, as has so often been pointed out, a
sure way to discourage many boys end girls is to deny them a share in
the things they have worked very faithfully to produce.

The above question restricts ownership to thet gsined by certain
project work, It is probeble that so:e boys and girls own farm stock

or poultry acquired by other means,



2835w

III. Ferm end Home Status of Boys and Girls

TABLE XVII,
FARM O.IERSHIP

Question-IV=24: Do your perents own or rent the farm?

Operated Operated by No. farms No. not Total No,

Township by owner renter reported reporting farms.
eslie 16 8 24 8 32
t;eatfield 20 7 27 2 29
Williamston 29 4 33 2 35
Leroy 38 5 43 S 48
Eevay 41 16 57 6 63
Incham 58 16 74 23 97
Totals 202 56 258 46 304

Respecting the report on fsrm ownership 78.2 per cent of the farms,
where the status of farm ownership was given, are owned by the psrents
and 21,8 per cent were renters, Even if we sssume that the 46 not rerlying
are renters, there would still be approximately 50 per cent of ownershipe.
However, it is not improbable that s considerable number not replying to
the question do own the farms they are operatinge

A high per cent of ownership of farms by the people who operate them
is highly desirable. The degree of ownership here shows a certein perman-
ency and stability of the farm business in the area studied end this is

reflected in the social, educationel, and religious activities of the

young peoplee



TABLE XVIII.
PURE=-BRED LIVESTOCK Ai'D POULTRY K<PT

Question=IV-19: What kinds of pure~bred stock or poultry are kept on
your farm?

Grouwp Per cent
Kind Leslie<Wheat '1d-W'ms ton-Leroy-Vevay-Ing, Totals of farms

,Poul.try eecececssesDeccceeDecesesellececeelfeceelleeeB0eeeee5eee 31e2
Dairy Cattle ceeelleceeelOseccceeldeccceee8ecee30eeelTeeeel00eee 3265
SWINe eceecsscccecRecoceeBoococcccccsccocelocselloce Doeeee35:0s 1165
SheeD eeeeececescsvcccereDeoceeeeeDocecessloceeeDecellececeslSe0e 842
Beef Cattle."....l.'................'..'.....'.............l.'. .5

HOIr'S©8 ecevecerccccccccsccocecsocedescccscscsccocscosesoslocccoctoce

3
3

Totals 25 24 37 31 68 79 264

1l
L&bbits .oa..oo..ozonoooooooooo.-o0.00oo0000000.100001.00.0.40.0 l.

Three hundred and four fsrms were included in the above study.
Dairy cattle and poultry rank highest with respect to pure-bred breeds.
Few ferms kept any kind of pure~bred swine, beef cattle, or horses,
Notwithstanding the fact that the agricultursl colleges have frequently
demonstrated the advantages of pure~bred stock, a lerge per cent of the
fermers are still without the better stocke Perhsps the farmer is not
canpletely camvinced that pure-bred stock is more prefiteble, The ine
ertia of tradition may heve prevented any chenge so fer,

The agencies of education along the line of plascing better livestock
on the farms have yet much to accomplish according to the above tables
Tidis objective may well continue to receive emphssis in extension wark

and in the animel husbendry courses of the rural high school,



TABLE XIX
CERTIFIED SEEDS USED

Question=IV-~2l: What certified seed do you use on your farm? Do you
reke & business of railsing certified seed for sale?

= ————— = —— —
- Kind of Seed Number of Ferms using Certified Seed

Alfelfa 18

Barley 29

Beans 16

Corn (field) 26

Corn (pop) 1

Cabbage 1

Clover (June) 2

Clover (Sweet) 3

Qats 24

Potatoes 48

Wheat 18

Ninetyeseven farms out of %04 farms used one or more kinds of
certified seed as listed abovees Only 5 farms out of a total number of
304 made a business of producing any kind of certified seed for sale,

For many years tie agricultural progrem has stressed the use of
better seeds, Just as in the cuse of pure~bred livestock, the idealis
far from reacheds The questions naturally arise - 'Thy are not better
stock and better seeds used by the farmers? Is it not profiteble? 1Is
it a ratter of finance?

The conclusion naturally follows thst more attention should be given

to this important problem.
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IVe Pupils Quitting School

GRAPH I,
AGE-DISTRIBUTIQN OF PUPILS WVHO QUIT SCHOOL

Question-I-l2: If you ueve left school, at what age did you leave?

Ages Number of pupils quitting

13 --- XXXX (2 persons)

14 --- X00CCCOCOX (5 persons)

15 --- XoonoooooreonoacX (9 persons)

18 ——=  XICC oD Oy o T Y SO S DN N DT o DGz X, (26)

17 e—e  XOOUCCOOOOCOSTHHIIDOEEX (12 persons)

18 —-= XOTOTCCOCTCCCIT(8 oersons)

19 ==~ lone

20 e== None

Tiie above strikingly indicates the greater nuriber who dropped
out at the cowpulsory ege of sixteen, Tie following tsble cives

further deta on the subjects
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TABLE XX,

PR CELT OF PUPILS QUITTILG SCHOCL BY TCWIGLIPS

Ages Per cent
Township 13=-14==-15=-16w=l7==]18~=19--20 Total that quit

163110 eevesococccoccoccosssscsloecccscccsococvcssoncsedbecncee Se0

"'rheatfield .....’..........5...3..............‘......37...... 15.4

W111ianston eececcovecelecelesedeceldoceloccscccccceeeDP0cconce 1866

Leroy ecevcscscsccsselececescsccoslocelocedocccccccrccecetBocccne 9‘0

Vevay ..............oo.a...zo..Q...Z.................89...... 1709

Inghﬂm ooc0.0.0.00.14..2..-l..ogoo.5oo.aooocooooo.oolS?c..ooo 1501
Totals 2 4 9 26 12 4 422

A totel of 58, or 13,7 per cent, renorted that they hed cuit
school., This number checks closely with the number reporting by grades, ‘

as appears in Greph II, pege 40,
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GRAPH II.
GRADE-DISTRIBUTICK OF PUPILS WHO CUIT SCHOCL

Question-~I-13: If you nave left school, in what gresde were you when
you left?

= Par cent
Grades Number of pupils quitting based on 422
Sixth == XX (2 persons) 0,47
Seventh --  X3OOOOOXX (4) 0.94
Eighth --  X0000000000000000000000000000C0000(17) 4,00
Ninth = XOOSOOCCnonooeeX (8) 1.89
Tenth - ).0,0.00,0,00:0,00,00,0.0,0,00000005000000000000 4 1) 4,268
Eleventh —= XOCCOOOCOOCX (6) 1l.42
Twel fth == XXX (2 0.47

In the above the total number reporting thst they had quit was 57,
or 13,5 per cent of the total number studied. It elso apueers from the
above that 4 per cent dropped out in the eighth grade., Approximately the
same number dropped out in the tenth grades Twenty-six pupils, or 6.1
per cent, replied that they left et the age of 16 The fact that 16 is
the compulsory school-age limit probably accoux'rts, in e large part, far
the relatively large drop in school attendance in the tenth grade.

The situation presents a challenge to ell who are vitally interested
in pramoting rursl education. Certein questions erise: Why did they drop
out? Was it the fault of the parents, the teschers, the curriculum? To

what extent may finances have been a determining fector?
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TABLE XXTI.
REASONS WHY TaRlL: BOYS AID GIRLS <UIT SCHOCL

Direction II: If you have quit school plece a cross after the reason
or reasons in the following that best explains why you quit.

————,——— e e T e e )
F%ctora les~ Wheat- Le- Wms- Ve- Ing- Total
involved Reasons lie field roy ton vay ham times

Discouraged with
Btudies oooooo.o.ooocooo.o.00.00...3.0..2..o¢40001000 lo

School

group Studies not suitable ceeeceeelesscelececloccsscceclecs 4
llon-interest
In studies ecececcccccccnccssscosceclocesloceeloeeboee 10
Illness .0..Q.I..0.....'..l..Q.....3....2....5.'.4... 14
lNeeded 8% hOMO ecescecrcccceeDocccelocceBeceeDecedeee 17
Lack of home
encouragement 000 000000000000 000000000000000000000000

Home Tanted to

group earn money 00000000000 0e000002000003000020000800eD0s0e 18

Lsck of trans-
port&tion ....Q.C'00."0..l0......00..0.0.0.'1.’.0'.. 1

Other reasonS eececcececoccvcolecccccccssccoscsccocslocs 2

Totals None 9 12 11 23 21 76
L —— —— —— ———— ——  —— ———— — —— ——  ——— |

The validity of the puplls' opinion mey be questioned in the above
enswers, liowever, the reports showed thet 58 out of a total of 422 boys
and girls, fourteen to twenty inclusive, had quit school.

An attempt was made to classify the reasons for quitting school into
two groupse The first group was designated "school group" becsuse the

first three reasons perteined more nerticularly to the school program,
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The other reasons were those in wihich home conditions were in-
volved and those were designated "homes group". |

These 58 cases of dropping out of school cited a total of 76
reasons for so doing. OCf the elight reasons, suggested in the above
table, only the first three might be charged as a possible feult of
the school directly. Assuning this, then there were only twenty-four
reasons cited in wiich the school might be the main cause. Xowever, a
reference to the questionneires shows that the twenty-four ressons were
given by only 19 different individuelse Thet is, 445 per cent of the
422 gave reasons for quitting in which the school might be the main ceuse,

It was fourd that 14 quit on account of illness, while 17 dropped
out because they were needed at hores, In all, 13,7 per cent had dropoed
out of school before ccmpleting the twelfth gradee

A reference to page?7? of the sprendix siows, in a similar study nade
in Gaines Township in 1927, that 51 per cent of the boys and girls drooped
out of school before completing the twelfth grade, Gaines Township had no
high school. Forty pear cent of the pupils were located seven miles or
fsrther away from any high schools llone of the high schools attended by
the Guines boys offered courses in vocastional sgriculture, Other cone-
ditions being fairly comvparable in the two areas, the proximity of the
high schools and the charsascter of the curriculums, seem in a large
measure, to account for the much lesser per cent that quit in the Ingham
County groupe

Every boy or girl dropping out of school offers a serious chellernge
to society, Responsibility rests on the pupil, on the parent, on the
school, and on soclety in generale. Democracy demsnds that, so far as

possible, every individual sbould be educated.
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In considering the data of the above table, account should be teken
of the fact thet boys and girls fourteen to twenty are in the group.
A certain per cent of the younger ones probably will drop out before
coupleting high school. A study of an older group would determine the
status more definitely. But the fact is, the number would tend to be

greater than the 13,7 per cent above mentioned,
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Ve Yocstionel Interests of Rural Youn:; People

TABLE XXII.
REPORT ON SPECIAL VOCATICIAL IITERESTS

Directions III: Place a cross after any of the following in which you
are especially interested.

les- Wheat- Tms- Le- Ve~ Ing- Group
Groug Interest lie field ton IOy vay Lem Totals Totals
Agri-  Beef Cattle 2 4 2 l 5 4 18
cul- Dairying 7 10 16 9 21 19 82
turel Farm Crops 4 11 17 5 21 19 "
Gardening 1 (] 9 5 5 11 a7
Honey 1l 2 6 1 2 12
Poultry 2 11 14 7 10 10 54
Sheep 1 5 9 6 10 9 40
Swine 5 3 6 7 9 11 41 361
Domes- Cooking 10 3 10 14 18 11 66
tic Housekeeping 6 5 13 17 14 21 76
Sewing 3 5 12 15 17 9 61 203
Aviation 3 6 "] 8 13 18 55
llech= Carpenter 1l 1l 1 3 13 10 29
an- Factory 1 2 1 3 3 10
ical Gerage 2 6 1l 4 7 20
Road Work 3 2 6 8 19
Trucking 3 6 8 4 13 10 44 177
Com- Clerking 5 5 8 9 186 11 54
mere Office Work 10 5 9 13 20 16 73
cial Salesman 1 2 6 ) 138
Pro- Musician 7 1 7 7 19 ¢ 50
fess- Nursing 10 14 11 8 12 19 74
ional Teaching 4 11 10 19 23 34 101 225
TOTAL 1102

———— ————— —————————— ]

The above table shows the distribution of vocational interests, The
®agricultural™ group was checked a greater number of times then any other

group of interests,
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The following is a numerical arrangement of the ranking of the
foregoing special vocational interests:

10l-~teaching
82--dairying
77--farm crops
78-~housekeeping
74=~nursing
73=-=0ffice work
66~=cooking
6l-=sewing
55=-=-aviation
54~-poultry
S4--clerking
50=-musician
44—=trucking
4le-swine
40--sheep
37--gardening
29--carpenter
20~=garage
19==ro0ed construction
18-=beef cattle
12-=honey
10=--factory
9==salesman

The figures represent the number of times each especiel interest
was checked. The totel number of the checks is 1102, Here is an illus=
tration of meny instances in which vocationel guidance might possibly
render a valusble service in helping rurel boys and girls to choose an
occupation wisely. For instance, it is quite evident that too many are

planning on teacuLinge
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TABLE XXIII

FARUING AS A CICICE CF VOCATICIS

Question-IV-4: Do you plan to make farming the reaus of meking your
living?

Township "yes" "no" answering "yes™ "no" answering questioned
Leslie 4 5 5 2 4 14 34
Wheatfield 8 6 7 0 8 8 37
Williamston 18 8 13 3 8 1l 59
Leroy 10 7 10 4 15 20 66
Vevay 18 14 17 2 20 20 89
Ingham 23 25 20 2 26 41 137
Totals 79 85 72 13 79 114 422

Approxiniately 36 per cent of the total nuxber of boys questioned
said they plenned to mske ferming the means of rnaking their livinge.
Tuirteen out of 206, or approximately 6.5 per cent of the girls,
sald thet they planned to make farming the mesns of meking their living,
Due to the nature of the question and due to the fact that so many
did not reply to the question, it is merely quoted as showing a& tendency.
i;any of tnhe boys and girls lad not reached en ege when they led considered

the proposition very much,
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TABLE XXIV.
VOLUITTEIRED VOCA I kL, I'TTZRLSTS

Direction-ITI-x3: 1lzze any other types of work in which you are
interested,

Occupation Teslie-Wheat'ld=""nston-Leroy=Vevsy-In-hen

Totals

Anny ......."...................".................l..........."
Artist ooo-occo-oo---.lo-ooo-o.o.-ooo.o-oooooooaoocolooooo-ooooooo
Astronoay Qoooo-olo0..oco00000000000000105000000000000'0000000000.
Beauty 0981'81:01' ocooooo-ooooooolo-ooooooooooooloooocloooooozoooooo
Business I.I&nager ...OOOO.QQO...Q.Qt.‘00.00'0.00.00001000000100.'..
Child Cere .-.aooooo-ooooo-ooo--o-ooooocoooooooooooolooooo--ooo-oo
Civics oo.oo.oooooooon--oo-o---ooooooool.oo--ooooooo-oc.oco-oooooo
Cloth B’Q/'er 0.000.000..00.0.-0.000ooocooooooo-oocoooloo-oooooooooo
Com.ercial 'oooooo.ao.'!o.c000000000000.00..00..00001.00.00.l.'...
COWbOY ..0.0..t'........".".'l....."'.........00.0.....C.......
Dieticien o----..oo-ooo.o-ooo-o-c.-coovoo'oooooco'oooooooooloooooo
Draft Horses ococoouooouo-oooooooooooocooooooolooooooooocooloooo00
Klectrician oooooooo-oooooaoocoooooooooloooooooooooooooooooloooooo
I"‘..ngineering oooooooooclooooooooooooooooloooooooooooozooooooso-oooo
Florist oooooo.oooooooooo.ooooooocooo.olo.oooooooaoolo-ooooooooooo
FOL‘estrY oooocoo.ooo-oco..oooooocoooooolooooooocooooloooooozoooooo
Fruit ooooooooooooooovo-'ooooooooooocooloo-.oooooo'ooooooo-ooooooo
Gospel Work 00.0.00000...00000......0.'.00.0000.000010000000'0000.
Inst'l. I.Zanag't.......................-.............-...-..1.....-
Interior DGC'I‘...-.o.o-oooooooooooo'oooooooooooooooooootooozooooco
Journalism ooo-coo-oo-o.ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo¢o¢01000000
Librarian o-.ooooo-ooolcocoooo'oooo-ooooooooooozoo'ooocoooooloooooo
l.echanic ocoooc.00000000000000000.0000.10000001.000.0ooooo02000000
Ivlinistry oooocoooo-oooooooooooooo-oooooooooooolooooolo-ooooooooooo
1‘121351011&17 oooooo.oooooooo-oooooooooo.ooooooooooooooooo.oovloooooo
Liodel 00.0oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo.ooooooooooo.olooooooo..oo.o
Vortician ooooo-oooooo.oaccc-oooooooooo-ooooooloooooooooooooooooo'
navy ooocoooooooaooooo-oo-oooooooooooooo.cooooooooo.loooo-oooooooo
Physician oooooocooooooooo'ovcoooooooooooooconlcoooooooo'ooooooooo
Police oot-ocoooo0.0000.00.0000100'.-oooooooco..0000100000000.0000
Publio Speakingooooooooooooooooloocoocoooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
Radio oooooooooooooooooooooootooooooooooooooo'oooooolooooooooooooo
Soclal Service oo-oooooouooooooooooo-ooooocoooso-cocooooo.oooooooo
Special Agroooooooooo.oo-oooovooooooooolooooo-0000000000000000.000
Telephone Operator ooooooooooooooo.oooooooo-oooooooolooooooooooooo
Trapping coooo-o.coooooooooooooo-ooooooloooaooooooooooooooooooooo-

Veterinary ..00.0..000ooooooo.oc.'0000.ooo000'00000000000001_'_00000

Totals ) 4 10 11 18 22
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In the foregoing teble thirty-seven different occupations wsre
volunteered a total of sixty-eight times., iZngineering was checked
nine times, which wss the highest, followed by "beauty-operator"
~ which was checked five times. Twenty-three different occupations
were each only volunteered by one individual. There were only sixty=
eight of the entire group who answered this question. Iievertheless
the teble is illuminetinge. When one reflects that many of these boys
and girls seriously have in mind some of the verious activities men-
tioned, we see here a certein problem of rursl education, It is a
problem of vocational guidance. It is a problem that may involve
much for success and heppiness in humen life,

A brief disc;ssion of vocational guidance will be found on page S0

of this tnesise
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CHOICE OF OCCUPATIGS FOR LIVELIHOOD

Question-IV-5: If not farming, what occupation do you prefer as a means
of making your living?

F
Occupation Leslie=Wheat '1d-W'mston=-Leroy=Vevay-Ingham Totalg}

Army T
AVIation eeececcccceloceccoselocececeeloceceslocoesloseceBocscosne
Beauty ParlOor eecccccccscecccsccseccoscsssccocloscooloceceloccccens

Barber 000.................0‘....O......Q‘.'......O.....l.......

-]

Carpenter @0secescssssctocccesscessrcscsscseslocecccccccccccsnces
Clerking 0000000000000 scccccscsrssssssecssessesessoscssosloeccccre
COOK eecevev-coeseoscccoscsvoosoncscssccssoocscsccsslossccccccscse
Dairy Extension oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooolooooooo..’.oo
DranatiCs eeeccsscesecscnccoscesscvscccseosssescelosccvoccosscsccccoe
Electrician eesceeccccecceccceecscscsccccceccscsosccssceloccccne
Engineering 00000.00;00000o.ooooo00ooo00000020000020000050000000

Factory 000ceccsscsccsscccsecsscsscssssescsccssseceeloescsslecesces

O OHFKHKFMG®H M

|

Forestry .........‘....l'.l.......O.........l.'...‘.............
Garage eocccecsccsscccsessselocscsscccccscccoscorcccssscdocccoens
Hamemaking 00 000000000000000000000000000000000s000csssossloocsccss
HOUSOWOTK eeececcoccscscccccosccccsccolococcsccsccsososlococcccconccoe
Librarifn eeecececececcccsccccsccoccccsccccscccsscncccsscscelocscoce
18YT1826 evececsccscesoscccscensseccoscssosacscscsvsscscssscelocscsoce
llechanic .000000000oooooooo.o.oooooo0oo0000000000000000020000000
:l:inistry .0.............................’...l......-.........'..
L0ortician eeeceecccccccoscccccccccccctsosccccclosesocccocccsccccce
LUSiCian eeevecccccelosscccescccsccecccscscelocecsoloceccloccccce
II&vy ........'..'......'...‘....................'.1......'......
LUrSINE eeeseccoecesDocececelocessecedecsceelocsselococseDocosene
Office WOrkK eeeceeesRececeseDecscrcsedecceeeBececs7oececBocconsce
Physician ee0ccccssccccssccsccssseccssscccsccsloccrcccsccscccccnce
Pian O=tUNET eececcececcccsescceccccccscssocccsscsccscscscscccloscccscs
PLICLDET gecvecseccocesccsescsccsoscosecsosssscscccscsscsolosccceccoccee
POliCOMANL esescceocsscsccccelocessscsscccosceosscecscoscsoscccscocse
Sewing @tececsesscsseccscscsesescessescccccsselocccetcssrccscccone
TOGChing 00000000000 200000000000c0000000000e8ce0edlecoe2ecccnns
Tool-paking s

"restling 00c0ssessssssssssceroccssssrscssesvecccsevesclocssces

Lao I ol
NNHPREFFPFDDOAFRDD R DD
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Totels 10 14 15 30 33 61
————— ==
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In the foregoing table 1o3 of the boys end girls of this study have
expressed a preference for some accupation other tran farwminge. '/hether
their expression of a choice be & mere youthful fancy or whether it be
the result of a more mature consideration, significence lies in the
fect that so lerge a proporticn of the rurel youth heve a very wide
renge of occupationel embitions outside the reelm of farming.

And what can be done to kelp this group? If tlre high schools
that serve tiie needs of the rursl cormmunities carry on their usual
scademic progreu: and also maintsin efficient courses in egriculture,
manual arts, and home econoriics, that seems to be sbout their presert
limit in the field of voceticnsl treining. One thing they cen do, how-
ever, is to provide an s:cquate program of voc:ticnal guidance., Tavid
Cohen hes said, (1) "Thue task of conserving humsn effort is performed
largely as four ends are sccoiplished: (1) Fitness or nstive ability for
different vocations is discovered for evsry nerson., (2) Lvery person is
placed in &n exployment in wihich his abiliity cen be used to the best ad-
ventage., (3) The abiiity of ev.ry person is tresined for the line of work
for which he is best adapted. (4) Every employment is so organized snd
conducted as to use the trg}ned ability of every person in the way thet
will secure maximum results with the lesst expenditure of time, meterisl,
ard effort.” The seme author further states, (2) "Investigations generally
disclose thet the pupil's stock of vocationsl idess is very meeager snd
thet it is the business of the schoocl to supply the needed informstion

concerning occupations and occupaticnel conditions".

(1) Coher, Devid. Priuciples snd Practices of Vocetio:nal G.idence.
Hew York. The Century Corpany, 1929, 471 »n.
(2) Ivid.
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As already las been steted, to give very much actusl vocationel
training to the grcup outside of the homemrmeking and sgriculturel ine-
terests is quite beyond the ovresent ebility of the rurel high school.
To develop a progrem of vocatiounsl guiderce is not beyond a practical
possibility. Soue sources of help would be in the curriculum itself,
in the ability of certain members of the high school fac'dty, in the
experiences of certain citizens of the community, in the faculties of
higher institutions of learninge. ''he radio, the library, and the ex-
tension service are other means of esssistsnce. Certain tests for
vocational aptitudes, for exemple, such &s the Seashore Test for the
measure of musicel talent, are aveilable.

To carry out the best vocationsl guidence program possible is the
very least the high school should aim to do for those who ere not

"pryural-minded".
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TABLE XXVI.
JOBS HELD WITH PAY STCE LEAVILG SCHOOL

Question-IV-12;: If you have left school, what jobs have you had for
more than a week with pay?

e —_— —

Job Leslie~Wheat'ld=W'mston=lLeroy-vevsy=-Insham Totals

Clerkixlg ..O..0‘..0...O..........O.'..'...2.....2.....Ql....
Drop Forge .....Q.....O‘QO..‘.......0.....0.....1...........
Farm Work 0...O.I.........OS.......S.O..‘.2...010..00..5....
I;ollsework ..0..0.0...".'..1.......3......2.....2..Q........

Laundry ®eccsocesesessesesscscsseccstsssssscsscscscssrsseelocee

fab)

OIFOQDODOUOUHKFHEFEFEFONSFO

HUX'Se eececescssescscssvsccccscncsssccscscsslocccccscccccoccnne
Off1C@ seeceeccsocccccccsccstocsccosscacsncssssacscsccsvcosloces
PBtrOlling I
Pattern WOTK eseesccccccscccvccecsselocccscccccscoscccccccces
Road-Const.....'................."2......1.'..........z‘...
TBBChing 000000000 ce0ossossecscsssscsscsscccassseoscccscncee
TrU.Cking ecscesscsscescsssccevssseosloceccolocsccccccccaDoces

f\’aitI‘BSS .oo..oc.oooooo.o..o-c.oooc.oo.o..ooo.ool..oooooo...

Totals llone 6 13 ) 18 13 S

The prices paid for the above labor varied from a dollsr a day
for farm work to 36,57 for teachinge The averege pay of the 59 who
reported is approximately #2.25 per duy. The amount of the vay perhaps
hss no particulsr significance. The above question verges on the per=-
sonal too much to werrent very cauplete resnonses,

It may be noted thst farm work was rentioned twenty-seven times
and housework eight times in this list of thirteen different jobs held
with pey since the boy or girl had left schoole The ferm and farm home

furnished 59,9 ner cent of the jobs,



TABLE XXVII.
JOBS OF THOSE OUT OF SCEOOL

Question-IV=3: If out of school, what is your oresent job?

(r—
—_—

Job Leslie~heat'ld-Wtnston- lLeroy=-vevey=-Ingham Totals

BOOKkeeping ......0'0“000.I....0.0..Q...0.....0000..01.0.0..0.
Clerking .oooooooooooo..ooo.oooocao.-ooooaoo0;0.00.-0-100..0.00

Cook ..'..........0.'....Q..............0l......‘l.............

DriViﬂg TrUCK eeeccccescccescsccsccolocccsocelececcsscccccsccccccee
Farming eecoccecoobocececBocccecosBocccccelocseeslloceeBoconcone
Garege @eeccscscssevescsasecsssscessesscersscsssssscssctoleccrcone
[IOUSOWOTK ecececsccccocoelosccocceBdocecoceTococoodoccolececccce

;::ilk Tester ..........Q....O.‘.0............'.0..1.............

L o b o

[

I‘?ursing eeececsscsscsecsesssccsscscselocccccccccccssccrscccoscsccnse
0il S5tati N evececccccsecccsccocccscecscssecscsscscocscsccslocccccee
Stenographer 0ecscceccccsscscsccsscsccccsscesceccsssooloccccccccccne
TQBChing S TR T T L IR T

Trapping 0ececeecscscesscsscccsesssolocecesccccocsssecccssssssnne

Totals 4 7 12 9 20 17
=

OlHO R HHE O

o

Tirere viere 50 who reported farming end housevork ss the nresent
occupation. Tie’ proportion is 72.4 per cent of the present jobs,
Approxims tely 50 per cent of the totsl nwaber out of school were en-
gaged in farm worke Iliany of thesse young peonle ars still et home

end dcing the only work they are sccustomed to do.
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TaBLE CVITII.
ACTIVITILS SEOVI.G SPECIAL I'THRIST IN TiSUING
Direction-IV-30-%5: Plazce & cross after each of the things in the

following list you hsve done to fit yourcelf to do e better job of
famling.

Les- Wheat=- §i'ms- Le- Ve~ Ing- Total Noe.

Activit lie f'ld. +ton roy vay ham Totals questioned
Read special

bulle tins 7 13 24 11 27 25 107 422
Attended exten-

sion clssses 3 3 7 o] 5 8 20 422
TooXx "Short

Course" 1 1 1 3 6 422
Reading papers

and nagazines 9 21 30 22 32 36 150 422
Farm programs

over redio 4 7 18 19 20 18 86 422
"Farmers Tour" 4 3 18 2 14 15 56 422

Totals 27 48 98 6l 98 103 435

Taking into consideration that many of this group of fourteen to
twenty years of sge inclusive nave not yet reached an ege to be much
interested i. saie of the special activities listed, it seems fair to
conclude thst there is a progressive attitude on tie part of the rural
young folks. It sppears that 20 Lave sttended extension clessses, and
that 8 have taken a siort college course to fit them better for the
business of farming. There were 107 who stated that they read special
bulletins and 150 ssid that they read farm papers and megezines regulsrly.
The educationeal possibilities of the above activities are as yet only

partially utilized in dissemiuating vocst ional gricultursel information,



VI. Soue Su~rostions Growiig Out of This Study

In this thesis no attemdt has been ncde to study the curriculum
of the rurel secondsry schools, Neither has any inquiry been made
resbecting the methodé used in teachinge. It is generally believed
that the school progrem is alreedy heavily loeded. A guestion arises
as to wnat may be nost wartiwhile educationally for the youthe Any
edditional responsibilities placed on the rurel schools, such for in-
stance as vocationel guidence, would involve en adjustment in the
subject matter covered by the course of stuvdy anmd perhaps in methods
as well,

A study of the vocational interests of a somewhst older rurel
group, say from eighteen to twenty-four years of sge, would give
valuable information to those who are striving to improve rural

educatione
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Ce SULLARY OF UESTIONIAIRE DATA

Some of the outstanding facts, as reveeled by returns to the
questionnaire, mey be summearized es follows:

(1) 658 fam boys and girls, fourteen to twenty : ears of age
inclusive, were listed in the child-accounting records of the six
townships studied.

(2) The farm erea studied covered approximately 200 square
miles with a density of 3.29 per square mile for the age-group, four-
teen to twenty inclusive,

(3) 422 of these boys and girls responded to the questionnaire,
206 being girls and 216 being boyse

(4) The response from the total number of farm boys and girls,
fourteen to twenty years of age, in the area studied was 64,1 per cent,

(S) 5847 per cent of the boys who answered ﬁad studied aegriculture
in the high school, |

(6) 6919 per cent of the 216 boys studied shoo work in the high

school.

1

(7) 7547 per cent of the 206 girls studied home economics in the
high school.
(8) Somewhat over 30 per cent of the 422 boys and girls had been

enrolled in 4-H Club worke
! \
(9) 151 projects were reported as completed in the 4-H Club work

of these studentse
(10) Canning, sewing, dairy, sheep, and celf projects ranied the

higinest in nwiber in the order named.
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(11) The boys revorted 174 Smith-Fughes vrojects completed.

(12) The "cash crops" projects, potatoes and beans, ranked
the highes in nuriber,

(13) 148 prizes were won by 109 Smith-Tughes projects exhibited
at county and conmunity feirs,

(14) There were 127 horie economics projects reported completed.

(15) 74 of the group of 422 studied, were high school gresductess

(16) 241 of the £30 enrolled in high school declered their in-
tention to graduatee

(17) Viith respect to high school athletics, 132 pupils reported
that they particineted therein, and 92 reported ron-serticipstion,
Approximately 58.9 per cent of the total participated,

(18)+ 18.4 per cent of those above the ninth grede Lad availed
themselves of practice in formsl debatinge

(19) Of tine whole group studied,18.29 per cent hed played in an
orchestra snd 4 ver cent had pleyed in a band.

(20) Approximately'47 per cent of the 422 had taiien part in dramstics.

(21) 26 boys out of the 216 boys hLad held RBoy Scout wembership,

(22) Of the 422 studied, approxiuetely 42 per cent claimed church
menbership, 597 per cent cleimed sundey school marbership, and 20.6 per
cent cleimed membership in some Young Peoples Society under religicus
organizatione

(23) 56 boys and girls out of 422 reported ownership of same kind
of livestock or poultry, w.ich is 13.2 ner cent of the totale

(24) 78.2 per cent of the ferms, in case the status of fsrm ownership

was given, were owned by the nerents while Z1.8 per cent were renters,
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(25) On the 304 ferms of the study, a total of 254 grcups (ore
or uvore individuels) of pure-bred livestock or poultry was kepte

(26) A totel of 13.7 per cent of the ege group, fourteen to twenty
inclusive, nad quit school before completing the twelfth grade, 4 per cent
quitticg in the eighth grede, and 4.2 per cent quitting in the tenth grade,

(27) According to the replies given in the questionnaires, 9 had
left school at the age of 15, 26 had left school at the ege of 16, end 12
Lad left school et the ege of 17,

(28) 58 incdividusls of the group, fourteen to twenty inclusive, had
dropped out of schoole

(29) 19 out of the 422 individuels gave reasons for quitting school
that might reflect a possible failure on the part of the school, aﬁd 14
reported that they quit school on account of illness,

(30) In the report on specisl vocetionel interests:- The agricule
tural group of interests was checked 361 times. The domestic group of
interests was checked 203 times. Tue mechanical group of interests was
checked 177 times. Tue cormercisl group of interésts was checked 1386
times. The professional group of interests was checked 225 tines,

(31) 163 volunteered their choice for some occupation other than
farming as a meens of gaining a livelihood., 33 different lines of work
were sucgested.s In this group, teaching wes given first choice being
named by 954 individuels neerly ell girls, Office work ranked next with
27 exvressing it as a choice, This was followed by nursing which was
cited by 17. Aviaetion was the choice of 11 individuals, and engineering

was the choice expressed by 10 individuels.
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(32) 13 different kinds of work done with psy since the boy or
girl left school, were mentioned 59 times. Marming was mentioned 27
times and housework 8 times. It apnears thet the ferm and farm home
furnished them epproximately 60 per cent of the jobse

(33) Acain in answer to the question - "What is your present
job?" = 13 different jobs were mentioned by 69 people., TFarming wes
mentioned by 34 individusls, and housework by 16, which together is
approximately 72 per cent of the jobs mentioned.

(34) 150 steted thst they had read certain papers and msgszines
regulsrly to better fit themselves for the business of farming. Like-
wise 107 read speciel bulletins to eid them, 86 reported thet they
listened to farm progrsms over the radios 30 had attended extension
classes, 56 had gone on a "Fermers Tour" to observe better practices
and 6 of the boys iied taken a "Short Course" at an sgricultural college.

(35) In 1eply to the guestion - "Do you p.an to maxe farming the
neeans of meking vour living?" - approximstely 36 per cent of the total

nunber of boys quesiioned answered in the sffirmative.
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De GHIT-RAL SUIIARY AND CONCLUSICIS

A primery purpose of this thesis wes to determine the vocational

interests of certcsin boys and girls in a limited rwurel area., Attention

will now be given to a brief consideration of the findings,

l, That a large proportion of the rursl boys end ;irls sesre interested

in farm life as a vocation is evidenced by:

(a)
(v)

(c)
(d)

(e)

(£)

(8)

Tieir acnievemwents in 4-H Club work. B

Taeir lsrge enrollument in high school vocetionsl sgriculture
and in home economics,

Their achievemsnts in 3mith-Hurhes vocetional project work,
Their active memvershio in the Future Farmers of America,

which is en auxiliasry of the btidth-Hughes program,

The fact thst older boys are supplementing their high school
courses in agriculture by a short course ct sn agriculturel
college,

Tne fact th.t many of these boys have already teken the exten-
sion work offered to edults in the cormunitye.

Tue fact thet these boys go on "Furmers Tours", listen to farm
programs over the redio, and that they read speciel ferm bulletins,
farm papers and re: .zines to liarn of better sgricultursl prec-
tices,

Tne Tfact tist they lLave acqg.ired ownersihip of property such as
poultry, livestock and form crops es a result of project work.
Tnet in their voluntsry exnression of vocetional interests,
agricultursl enterorises vere checked rore cften than sny other

group of interests.
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(j) Tue f=ct thet 306 per cent of them stested that they plen to
make farrming the mesns of gsining a livelihoode
2e¢ Tie results of the study elso sliow th:t there is a larze group who
are not ruwral-minded. Tiat they hsve widely varying interecsts cutside
the field of sgzriculture is evidenced by:
- (a) Tue fasct that aporoxiitutely 40 per cent of thaan expressed a
vrefercnce for sauec occupation other then farmiinge
( (b) Thet in their check on specisl vocetionel interests, the mechon-
' ical, the cormercisl, and the professional croupz of intersests
were checked s greater total nuwiber of times than were esricule

tural and dcmestic 1nterestse

A secordsry puroose of the thesis lLes been to deterriine the extent
and also the causes of pupils dropping out before greducting from high
school. The findings indicate that 1347 per cent of the total nuuber
responding to the questicnnaire quit before carpleting hich school. This
per cent would become somewhat higher, as previously pointed out, by sae
additionczl drop-outs ss the younger punils passed elonge. A nore exact
status codd be determined by questioning 8 group beyond the usuel high
school ege, Ilowever, 86 per cent of those enrolled in high school ex-
pressed tneir intention of graduatinge
éﬂ It was further found that ebout one-third of the 58 who dropped out,
gave as reasons certain conditions for vhich the school might be held re-

spensible and thet eabout two=thiirds of them guve various other reasms

for dropping out. As hes alrecady been stated, this is a problem which
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not only vitally concerns the pupil and his perents, but society as
well., Foregoing facts in the thesis indicate thet the so-csvlled Smith-
Hughes schools, wiich were studied, are functioning with a fair degree of
efficiency so fer as keeping boys and girls in school is concerned. It
is quite impossible in the rursl high school to provide svecisl work to
cover tihe wide range of causes for dropving out. Tie larger city school
systems Lave an advantage in thet particular,

Soe considerations and recommendations growing out of this study
ere listed as follows:
l, Vocstionel Guidances
Z That an urgent need for vocstional guidence exists in the rurel
schools is proven by certain facts in the thesis, For instance, many
boys and girls have definitely decided to remain on the ferm. But
possibly the nearness of things agriculturel hes biased them, Perheps
no other occupations, for w:.ich they might be better fitted, Lave been
presented to them for serious consideration,
4 The fact that 1345 per cent of the Ingham County group studied,
quit school and thet wore of the group will drop out, offers a challeunge
to vocetionel guidence., Does the school not offer someti.ing thet would
help these quitters?

Fﬁrther need for vocational guidasnce is seen in the following:

(a) The report on special vocational interests, in which 1102

especial interests were checked by 422 boys and girls.
(b) In answer to the request to name other types of work in which
they were intsrested, 37 different occupvations were volunteered

a totsl of 68 times.
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(¢c) In a.other answer, regerding preference of occupation,lés
occupations were mentionedll63 tinese
(d) The rursl girls cite@ only & very limited nuiber of vocetions
when hundreds of occupations, of wiich they probebly had no
knowledge, might be equeally desirable,
Some sources of vocetional guidence helps within the practical
possibilities of the rural communities are:
(a) Possibilities of certain courses thet may be included in the
regular curriculum.
(b) Assistance given by faculty advisers in vocational affairs.
(c) Interviews with certain successful people in the communitye.
(d) Aid given by certein faculty members in higher institutions
of learning.
(e) Radio talks.
(f) Cowrses in reaeding.
(g) Travel snd visitations.
(h) Assistance available by service clubs.
(1) Plans for self analysis.
(j) Certain technical tests, e.. ., the Seashore tests for musical
ability.
- Inasmuch as so little is being done to adjust rural boys and girls
vocationelly, the school should assume its full share in the educational
responsibility of vroviding, so far as possible, an adequate vocstional

guidance progreame



2e¢ Adult Educstion.

Adult education for vocationel training is very cormon. A recent
statement of the cliief of the service division of the United Ststes
Office of Education is as follows: "Stetes and cities show a gratify-
ing response to the appeal of the Federal Government to extend trsining
to large numbers of adults and especially the unemplcyed, L. R. Alcerman,
chief of the service division of the United Stetes Office of Educetion,
stated orally Aucust 12, Reports which continue to come to the office
show increases in enrollments in hight schools and specisl classes, he
saide

}assachusetts end Rhode Island, frowm which latest reports have come,
report encouraging enrollments. In Liessachusetts, more than 82,700 per-
sons attended evening schools, while more than 15,300 registered in Rhode
Island." (1)

The educationsl nrogram asbove mentioned affects more verticularly
people w.o reside in the éities. Can the rural people sfford to neglect
practicel means for eadult educetion? The younger group out of rLizh school,
together with those who mey heve quit school, es they exverience conditions
todey, often feel a need for further instructiones In every community there
are older persons who desire to pursue certuin courses for self-improvement,
if such could be done without personel enberressrment.

The possibilities of using the local school building and its equipment
for instruction in adult education is prectical. Such courses would be
limited to a brief period in the wiiter when farmer folk cculd spare time
in the eveninge The extra cost to the school district for hestirng and

(1) Aldermen, L. Re Adult Attendance at Hight Schools, Establiched by
States Increesing. Urited States Deily, August 13, 1932,



lighting the building at night would be slight, If provisions could
te m=de for ascertaining the desires of the camnunity for courses;
eand for instruction, evervone in the camunity who desired could go
to schoole AS soon ss there 1is sufficient demend on the nert of the
local citizens for such courses, ways and mceans for providing them
vill be devised.

Such a plan for adult educstion wes carried out during the winter
of 1931-32 in ti.e Lincoln Consclidated School neer Ypsilanti, liicuigan,
T:iis school serves 63 square miles of territorye. Two hundred twentye
five rural people were eunrolled, ranging in asge from 16 to 71 yeers,
with an educetional background from c¢arly elementary grade school to
Bacnelor of Arts degrees

It 1s interesting to note tliat the people of the community not only
elected egricultural snd horme economics courses, but enrolled in
estronany, child psychology, public speeking, elementary electricity,
0ld Testament Literature, commrunity chorus end srt in the homes

The initiative for sponsaring & community night school should be
teken preferably by local persons especiaslly interested in adult educetion.
In the sbove instance, faollowing a discussion by the school faculty, to-
gether with members of the co:umnity council, s cempaign of personal
solicitetion a.ong the farmers of the district was undertasken with
successe

The question of cost in providing a community night school is a vitel
one, In the experiment cerried on in the Lincoln Consolidested Rural School,

no charge was made for any of the clssses, The services of the regular
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faculty of the school, with the sssistence of saie outside spsekers,

were donatede It is true thest this community is favorably situated,
Instructors could not always be expected to render their services gratis,
It is suggested thst vocational instruction in sgriculture and home secon-
omics might be paid for by Federal end State sporopriations. The extra
expense for the use of the school building and its ecuipment might be
borne by the locel school districte Certain nominal costs for instruce-

tion in other courses might be borne by the individuals tsking the ccurses,

3e Athleticse

The replies to the questionnaire showed that mesny rurel students do
not participste in high school athletics, Ofgentimes the individusls who
really need the experience in athletics most sre ieft oﬁt entirely. A
plan for athletic activities is needed thet will promote good snortsman-
ship for ell through active rather than passive participations

From the s .andpoint of recreation and socisbiilty, the future fermer
needs to know now to play as well as how to work. Cooperation in sports
in youth makes cooperation in business more easy and natural for the adult
farmer. Therefore, the athletic program should be extended to include
every rural youth. It is suggested also tuat more stress be pleced on
those games and sports that will carry over into adult life, such es
tennis, volley bsll anmd bassketbeall.

4, Ownership.

The replies to the questionnaire showed that 13.2 per cent of the
boys and girls were owmners of poultry or livestock. Boys and girls
usually heve a great interest in the farm commodities thet they own,

This is especially true if they usve reslly esrned the right of ownership.
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Such ownerskip stimulates their interest in farminges It develops in
fhem a feeling of responsibility. Whenever practical, it would seem
that many more psrents could use tnis means to advantagee Tiae project
metiiod of teacning furnisiies an excellent opporturity for perents and
their children to cooperate in this respect.

S5 DBetter Seeds and Better Livestock

The replies sihowed a need for further stress on better seeds and
stocke

Better agricul ture derands the use of better seeds and better
breeding stock than epparently is used on many of the ferms at present,
T.e progressive farmer tekes pride in the excellence of quslity in the
products of his farm.

Boys teking vocstional agriculture in high school are helping to
reise the standard by using certified secvd and pure-bred animals in
their projectse Tie public exhibition of the best they have rsised
has been a means of impressing the fact tiet it is economy to use the
best.

6, Debating.

A generation ago debating wes commonly csrried on in the rursl
comunities in LilcLicasne Ileny men todsy, occunying important positions
of leedership, are crateful for tlhe debating vrectice. of the Ljyceunm
wien they were younge. Debeting not only gives vpractice in public s»ncak=-
ing, but it offers an excellent discipline in careful thinking. Our
rursl boys and girls ray well porticipete in high schocl debating es
a prepsration for lesdership. 'I'he renorts siiowed thust ver; few were

teking advantace of debstinge



=68-

7. liucic,

ot very many of the rural youth reporting hed pleyed in an
orchestra or & tand. Iusic fur.isies an excellent i:cens for ime-
proving leisure time. A good rursl chorus, or vend, or orchestra,
cen render a very pleasiig acd helpfid service in aliiost all cormunity
rrosroms.  But the musicians need to get started younge ‘rherefore,
every possible encoura;enent should be given to both vocel end instru-
rientsl music in the public schoolse
8. Dreamatics.

A ccnsiderable particioation in Righ schocl dranetics was renorted,
Drassatics not only furnislhies an excellent opportunity for interpreting
life to the rurel camunity but it lLaos recreationsl velucs as well,
Dran.atics furnish a 1mcans of self-cxpression to the rural youth thst
they often nezde. Tue practice of dramatics in the rural schools is
higlly couriendeble from er educsticnal standgoint,
9e Scoutinge

The reports siowed thset the rural comrmunities lLave not yet taken
up Scouting very gen:rellye. Scouting has become & unique r:ovement in
ncdern education. Tie Boy Scout leurrs by doinge In his scout activities
he leerns much ebout hiking, canping, fire-building, cooking, signalling,
mot-tying, end nature study. Ie lz2srns "rirst Aid"™ tist le rey save
life and help injured nersonse A scout does a "Good Turn" deily. ¥is
riotto is "Be Prepared", As he progresses in rank he learns more of his

duty to God, to his country, and to himcelf,
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Like the Red Cross, Scouting is chertered directly by Congcress,
and the President of tihe United States is its "Honorary President",
Scouting has been tried out thoroughly in America and it is success-
fule ITts program is an excellent one for character educstion. It
helps to direct youth through the trying adolescent periode. Rursel
leadership is needed to bring Scouting to the boys end girls on the
farm,

10, The Rural Church.

In the area studied, the boys and girls reported epnroxiiately
42 per cent of church membership and approximstely 60 ner cent of
sunday school membershipe

The highest interests of rural welfare require the developament
of the religions naturees OCn every hand there is a request for character
education for the young folks today. An efficient church that serves a
rural coammunity should be able to contribute much in the solution of
moral problems confronting the boys and girls., As has been pointed out,
Yo meintain an efficient rurel church is one of the present needs for
rural betterment,

/f"The following is tie concluding parsgravh of Macy Ceampbell's book,
"Rural Life at the Crossroads",

"Rurel life today is at the crossroads, It has reached a critical
periode ZIZither the farm group must liarn to cooperate successfully or
they must go dowvn Into economic servitude. The hope of rural America
lies in the educetion of its youthn. Better education and better organ-

ization are the only hope of saving American life frow peassntry, which
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many students of history declsrs to be the inevitable and of every
agricultural people., If the iuericen farm people are permitted to
descend into peasantry they will eventually pull down the nstion
after them, This, tco, is tiie warning of ristory, Thke hcur is
struck! Which way rursel lifel" (1)

Due to the excellent opportunities offered to the boys and girls
in this ares, there is a decided tendency for more of them to remain
on the farms. So far as they are concerned, if rurel life is at the
cross-roads, decision nas been made to follow the road thet l<ads in
the direction of en intelligent, prospercus, cooperative rural life,
But to start on a course, even in the right direction, dces not always
insure arrival. 170 one's education is ever complete. The educational
program of the rural comaunity must provide for constant opportunity to

keep pace with the narch of events,

(15 Campbell, llacy., Rursl Life at the Crossroads. Ciricago. Ginn and
Comoany, 1927,
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F. APPLII DIX

A BERIEF SULLARY COF A VOCATIONAL SURVEY I/ADE OF GiIES TONSHIP, KEIT
COUNTY, 1.IC.:IGAll.

During the swmer of 1927 the autihor made en educetional study of
the township above mentiocned. A brief swmeary of the findings are in-
cluded in this thesis in ordér to make some coumparisons end also that
the conditions es revealed might be available to anyone interested,

Gaines Townshion is located in the southern tier of townships in
Kent County as may be seen by reference to mep llo, II on page 83 of
the appendixe Grand Rapids, the chief trading center of this farm ares,
lies twelve miles north of the township. 'With few exceptions the farms
are fertile and the farmers are fairly prosperous, Due to the nearness
to Grand Rapids there is some specialization in fruit-raising, gesrdening
and dairyinge. Genersl farming is thke common practice,

A pioneer of the township steted that fifty years ago there were
only a very few Hollarmd fomilies in the bwnship. Since thst time there
has been & gradual renlacement of the English-speeking peoples who ceme
to llichipgan from Canada and from New York, Okio, Pennsylvenie and other
eastern states, until today over half of the farms are owned and operated
by Eolland famllies.

The custonis of ihese people, as well ss their social background, is
sonewhat different than those of the earlier settlers in Gaines township.
These FHolland people are very thrifty and the survey showed a very high
per cent of ferm ownership. Of the forty-three ferms included in the

study, only tiree were ovmed by others than the operatorse
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A list of the boys and girls of Gaines towmship, between the
ages of fourteen and twenty inclusive, wes cormpiled from the school
census records as listed in the County School Cormissioner's office
at Grend Repids, liichizane. A vocational guestionnaire, & cony of
waich may be found on psge85 of the apoendix, was forrmulsted as a
means of geining informetion regarding their vocetional interests.

+ Three weeks was spent interviewing families whose children were
on this list, asxing ther to fill out the questionnaire. In this way
contact wes nade with boys and girls as well as with the parents.‘ Out
of a totul of 159 ne.es of boys and girls between fourteen aind twenty
iinclusive, as listed in the school census, niunety-four responded. Tnat
gave spproxinately 59 per cent as the sample,

Of the 94 wi.o responded to the questionneire only 44 had ever been
e:arolled in high school. Since there are no high schools loceted within
Gaines township, the boys and girls had to go elsewhere for their Ligh
school work. It wes found that 25 esttended hish school et Caledonia, a
little villege in an sdjoining township, thst 13 attended Grand Rapids
nign schools, aund thet 7 attended st various other high schools,

In a list to check to determine wliat their speciel vocational in-
terests misht be, the following results anvesred: Agricultural interests
were checked 73 tiries - dorestic interests were cihiecked 55 tiries, commer-
cial interests 22 ties, and professional or cemi-prcfessional 18 tiumes,
Tlhie results seeuied to sliow a éecided trend to ferming es a mesns of
gaining a livelikood. In interviewing tlhie parents tiere seemned to te
decided serntiment among the Holland nerents tiet the girls s..ould be

good housekeepers Tirst of ells The girls themselvss were not quite so



keenly inierested as only 25 per cent of them checked housekeeping as
being of special interest,

In srswer to the question, Mihat jobs have you held since leeving
school?", it was found tust 81 per cert of tie jobs held by tihe boys
was farm work and thet 85 per cent of tue jobs Leld by the girls was
nousework, and tliis wes ‘n 1927 during e period of general prosperitye.
The above facts seem to indicate that boti by inclinstion and by home
training these young people were destined to remsin on the farm.

In reply to the question, "What is your present job?", it was
found that 83 per cent of the boys were doing farm work and that 90
per cent of tie girls were engaged in houseworke Tuese reparts check
quite closely with their repliss respecting jobs held since leaving
school,

In answer to the question, "Wuat occupation do you prefer for
gaining a livelihood?", 8 of the 94 gave no reply, 9 were undecided
and of the remainder, 44 per cent checked farming and 25 per cent of
the ¢irls checked houseworke

In the study it was found that 40 per cent of the pupils were
located seven miles or farther from a high schoole Tiis fact alone
would tend to retard high school attendance, Iloane cf the high schools
attended offered courses in egriculturs, Hcwever, the Grand iapids
high schools offered excellent courses in manual arts and in homse
economics, But in order to secure such advanteges the pupil would
have to pay a high rete of tuition end also would have the disadventage

of being ten miles or more from home,
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Under the above circumstances it is not surprising to find that
%4 per cent left school before entering the ninth grsde, neerly all
dropping out upon caapleting the eighth grede. The returns slowed
tiiat 51 per cent of the boys and girls dropped out before entering
the twelfth grades

In contrsst, it wes found that in the Ingham County g¢roup of
422 boys and girls that less than 14 ver cent haed dropped out of
schocl before campleting the twelfth gredes The Inghem group had
the advantage of good high schools within easy driving distance,
The high schools offered an attresctive course to them. ‘'hece schools
all csrried on a good athletic progrem. Extra curricular esctivities
were stressed. Courses in agriculture, hame economics, shop work were
offereds The supervised vocationsl project was a means of formirg a
close contact between the ferm houe esnd the school, Community fairs,
school pleys, glee clubs and orchestra, debating, Future Tarrniers of
Arierica progrems - 8ll these things were en incentive for the rural

students to go to high school and to graduatee
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TABLE A.
REASQCI'S GIVE!N BY GAIIZS TCWISHIP BOYS AD GIRLS FOR LUITTIL.G SCIIO0L

—_

Iumber giving

Group Reasons Given reason
Discoureged with studies 2
School Non-interest in studies 17
Studies not suited to needs 6
Illness 3
Needed &t home 11
Lack of encouragement at home 1
Home Needed to esrn money 3
No wey to get to school 2
Too far to school 1
Total 46

Out of a totel of 46 reasons for quitting school 25 of the reasons
were those for which the school might be to blame. Good live high schools
offering vocational courses to the rursl students would have been the
m:-ans of attrecting nearly all of these boys and girls. The solution of

the problem guite evidently lies first in consolidation,
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TABLE B. , -~

TEE LIST OF PAPERS AlD LAGALL &5 Taili: BY [A PARELTS OF THE EOYS
AID GIRLS I THE GAILES TOLSIIP SURVEY

Literature Yumber of Subscribers

American BOY eescccoccescescccsccecoscscecccoccccnee
Acerican Farming 0000000000000 00000000000000000c000
American KBC&Zine 0000000000000 000000c0000000 000000
Americen ThreshermBll eceececscecccccscccccesccccoscs
Atlantic I:Onthly 0000000000000000000000000000000000
Blade and Ledger 0 000000000000000000000000000000000
Boys TIOT1A ecccveececcceccococsccsccscscccncsccsncoccce
Byron Center Progress (local) @vccecccccseccsccrccoe
Caledonia News (10031) 000000000000 c00ce0cssc0c0o0
CONNET 0600000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
Cappers HATeY eecvecvecceccccccscvccsoscccccsvsccocrce
Couutry Centlenan eeceecescsscccccscccsccocccccsccccccce
Christian Herald eceececcececsccccccccccccccccccccone
COMTOrt ececevocseccscocsscsscsocssccccscsccccsocccosssce
COSﬂOpOlitan 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000
Dairy FEI1LET evecceeecesccccscccoccscscsscccscccccccsos
Dearborn Independent 000000000000 000000000000c00000
Form and Firesid® eececccesccecccceccccscccccccccae
Farrl JOUTNALl eeveccecccscscecscosssccscscsccccccsssce

I‘-‘am Life 0000 00000 000000000000 00000°2000060000000000

Ay
MAFHFAFOMFNIFORFFEFIHRFRPANREFEREREORO

Tarm .echiaNiCS eseceeescececoccosscsceccccscccsccccee
TarLier's /i@ eececececcececcssccccceecscncscccosscsccoe
TUTTOW eeecvccccccscccscsscsccscscccecsccccccccscccoccocscs
GentleMOmANl eeesescccovsscscccocsecssccscccscocncccos
Go0d StOoriesS ececesccececcsccsccccscccoscnscccevccone
rand Rapids THerald (d&ily) @0ecvccsecccncsceecccesce
Grand Press (dﬂily) 0000000000000 ccescsscscscrecsoooe
Ecards DairTi0n eeeceescessscccscecosccccocesscsccne
Eolstein=rresian eeeecccccocccccensccccccccoccccccee
House Wif© eeceececcceocesscnscccssccocsoccscscncccos
Household !/8:821118 sceecescecococecscsccsscccsscsssoe
Tllustreted Co.:PBN1ON eecesscecscecssccscscncccccose
Ludies I[0ie JOUrNn&l ececeecscsccocscssscscccccsccnne

g H

L:CC&llS 0 000 0 0 0000000000 000000 0000600000000 000000000
xiddleVille Sun (lOCCl) @0cco0ccoscscoroccccvcescccocoe
KiChigan Business FaITier e.eeseccscceccccccccccsccs

™

FOHFKFIRAFOUODNDHRFO

lichicail FEITIEr esesccscsscsecccsscoscccscsecososossces
l'ztionsl Geo;rﬁphic 0000000000000000000000000000000
Waticnal Sportsw&n 00000 0cns0000cs0000000 0000000000
176231ecr8ft eeeceecevcocscccccscsccsccsncssoccsccece

Open ROZ1 eeecvseccocecvscoscoccccsosscsoscossocoscosoce
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TATLE B. (continuszd)

Literature Taker of Svbscrivers

Pethfinder ececececscscccceesccesoscscccocsccccnne
Pecples lcoie JOUrLEL eceeeesscosccesoccvocscnnce
Peoples Popular 0NTHlY eseecscevsscocscscccnsce
Pictorizl RSVIEW se.ccecscoscecosscsccoscoascocoe
Popula:‘ SCLENC2 eesevecscsscccscosscosscccncncce
POUltI"j T eecesvacesccccsccorsoccsccncosccsncne
S&turday EV(:;IiI‘.e; FUSY ecevececccssccsccsccccocee
Sportsrans Dl,’_jes-t @e0c0c0ecscscscsnscecontosecnce
Stockusn 000000 0000000000000 00000000c0000000000C0
Successful Farming eeececcccceccocscescoscscscces
Sunday School Paper occeeecceccceccccscssccccccone
Thie BINNET ecececccccessscscccocccsccscccosascoe
Womans Eome Companion eeescescscccescccocecocccce
Viorzans 70Tl eocesecescccovoccosccsoscscccecscssccce
Youths COZ-.pallion @eece00c0ccs000ccccsrccecencennoe
eeland Record 0v0c0cese 000 0000000000000 0000000

'—J
FRHOWOGRFRERFERERARRFEREDO

Totels 57 publiestions 23

et

The above list, in a niecasure, reflects the wide range of interests
of the Geines Township fermer folk. Pepers eand magszines have some 1in-
fluence in sheping the ideas of the people who peruse their pages,

A total of 57 vurieties of pepers amd nagazines were reported
carrying a total of Z3l subscribers which is an average of epproxinstely
four per family, Iither the Grand Rapids Press or the Grend Rapids Herald
was teken by 52 of the fearilies revortinge The Farm Journal and the
Michigan Fermer were the outstanding agricultural papers takene The

lichigan Fermer was taken in nearly helf of the homes,
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TABLE C.

CONVIIIE.CES REPORTID IV TrI8 GAIlLlS TOWIISHIP SURVEY

Farm srd Fome Convenience Mo Yes Totsal
Auto-truck 42 15 | S7
Autoriobile 3 53 56
Electric li~hts 43 14 - 97
Furnsce 25 32 57
Gas lights 42 16 58
Indoor toilet 51 6 57
Kerosene lichts 18 39 57
Liusical instruments:
Or¢en 36 32 o8
Other instruments 36 32 58
Piano 29 28 S7
Radio 35 22 57
Victrola 39 18 57
Power washing-machine 43 14 57
Ruining water in house 48 9 57
Telephone 10 47 57
Tractor 44 13 57

WOrk-shog 42 16 58

It should be kept in mind that this survey was made in the surmer
of 1927, The rapid developments of modern science have made saie notable

changes in the pest five years,

The ebove teble indicates to a certain extent the standerd of living

in the Gaines cormunitye.
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Gaines Township has an area of 36 square miles, In this erea the
159 boys and girls Letween the ages of fourteen and twenty years of age
resided. The averege density of the group ves 4.4 per square mile, In
reply to the question, "Would you be interested in continuing education
if something suiteble for your needs were offered?", 55 replied "yes" and
9 replied "no" and 30 did not answer, That is, 58 per cent declered an
interest in further schoolinge. Tze answer to such a question ney mean
very littlee

However, from the staudpoint of educetion, looking at the situation
from an inpaertial point of view, consolidation of the one-roomed scliools
seems to be tie solution of the problem, Vith only eporoxdrately half
of the boys and girls graduating from high school, with the other Lalf
having long distances to go to high school, it would seem desiresble to
teke the above course, Tiat it would rsise tlie taxes somewhat, under
the present tax system, is true. But on the other hand, an education,
such as is now available in our better rurel high schools, is one of the
best "legacies" tile parents could leave to their children, The time will
cane when many of the boys and girls who droped out in the eighth grade

are going to feel tlieir handicap very keenly.
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REQUEST FOR VOCATICNAL INFORMATION

Dear Friend:

Boys and girls in the cities enjoy many educational advantagese
Often times 1t is possible far them to attend night schools to pursue
studies that will greatly aid them. Tke rural youth may elso profit
by further studye In order to give due consideration to the problem
of offering further educational opportunities to the people of the
rural sections a knowledge of certain facts is neededs The information
asked for in this letter is necessary in order to prepare better material
for teaching agriculture in our high schools and for planning college
extension work that may be especially helpful to you, Any information
glven by you will be treated confidentially and will be used for no
other purpose than that mentioned above.

Kindly answer the following: It is important that you answer all
questions,

Yours truly,

(Signed) C. . Overholt

I.

le Name 2¢ Age

3e¢ Township in which you live ___ -

4, Addross: Town 5¢ ReF.D.#

6. Neme of the school you lest attended, or are now attending

7. How many miles from your home is (a) your grade school?

(b) your high school? 8¢ Give the name of your

last teacher, or of your present teacher if you ere now in echool

9. Did you study agriculture in (a) your grade school?

(b) your high school? 10, Did you study home
economics in (a) your grade school? (b) in your
high school? 11, Did you study shop work in (a)
your grade school? (b) your high selrool?

12, If you have left school at what age did you leave?
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13, If you have loft school in what grade wcre you when you left?

144 Arc you a graduate of a four year high school?

15, If you are in school what grade are you in? 164 If you are in
high school do you plan to graduate? 17, What part have

you teken in athletics while in school?

18 Have you cver taken part in dcbating?

19, Did you ever play in the orchestra? (b) in the bvand?

20, Have you ever taken part in dramatic work?

II,

If you have quit school place a cross after the reason or reasons
in the following that best explains why you quit:

1, Because I vas 11l

2¢ Because I was needed at home

8., Because I was discourazed with one or more studies
4, DBecause the studlies were not suited to my needs
Se¢ Because I was not interested in my studies

6e¢ Because I lacked encouragement at home

7.. Because I wanted to get to earning money

8¢ Because I had no way to get to school

9¢ Glve any othor reason vhy you quit school here:

IIX.

Place a cross after any of the fellowing in whteh yoy are ESPECIALLY
interested:

lo Dairying 2o Cardening 3e Poultry-raising 5; Farm Crops

6e Raising beef cattle ___ 74 Sheep raising 8¢ Ralsing hogs
9¢ Producing honey ~ 104 Housekeeping . 11, Sewing
12, Cooking ﬁ 144 Vorking in a garage
154 Driving a truck 16, Tarking in g factory 17, Doing cone
struction work on the road 184 Doimg carpenter work
19, Aviation Do Warking in an office 21, Clerking in a

store 22¢ Traveling salesman 23¢ Being a musician
244 Teaching school Neme any other types of work in which you are
interested:;







1.

for more than a week, with pay?

2,
3o
4,
Se

living?

6e
7e
8e
O
10,

have had manbership: (a) Church (b) Sunday School

(e)
1,
12,
13,

=3

Iv.

If you have left school, what jobs have you had since that time, .

How much per day did you receive far the above work?

If out of school, what is your present job?

Do you plan to meke farming the means of msking your living?
If not, what occupation do you prefer as a means of making your

Have you been a Boy Scout?
If so, for how many years?
Have you belonged to the Girl Scouts?
If so, for how many years?
Place a cross after the following church orgenizations in which you

Young Peoples! Society
Have you ever belonged to a Boys?! or Girls?! 4-H Club?
If so, for how many years?

What 4-H projects have you completed?

14,

What prizes have you ever won for exhibiting your 4-~H Club project
wark?

15,

What home economics projects have you completed?

16,

What SmitheHughes projects have you completed?

17,

What Smith~Hughes projects have you exhibited at the Fair?

18,

What prizes have you won for your Smith-Hughes work exhibited at the
Fair®

19,

What kinds of pure bred stock or poultry are kept on yéur farm?

204

2le

Do you own farm stock or poultry which has come to you as a result
of 4-H Club Work or Smith-Hughes work?
What certified seed do you use on your farm?

224

Do you meke & business of producing certified seed for sale?
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236
24,
25,
26.
27
286
29.

3l
324
33
34.
356

How many acres in yowr farm?
Do your parents own or remnt the farm?
How many brothers have you?
Vhat are their ages?
How many sisters have you?
What are their ages?
How nany of your brothers are farmers?

In the following place a cross after each of the things you have
done to fit yourself to do a better jcb of farming:

Read special bulletins on farming
Attended extension classes
Attended a short course at the college

Read farm papers or farm megazines regularly

Listen in to "farm programs" over the radio

Gone along on a "Farmers Tour" to inspect crops and to observe
better practices in agriculture




(copy)

THIS (UESTIOIAIRE IS FOR TIE ZIILFIT OF T RURAL YOUTH FRGI 14 TO 21
Y. 4RSS OLD. INCOWIIG TiEIR ILTERESTS AND MNEIDS WILL GRXATLY AID IV PRE-
PARING BZTTER IATERIAL FOR TCACEILG AGRILUITURE IIT OUR HIGH SCHCOLS AID
FOR PLANIILG COLLEGE EXTEISICH WORK I[HAT WILL BEST HELP TriTie

l. Kindly tell the following about yourself:

1, DName 2o Age
3e¢ Tovmship in which you live
4, Address: Town ReF.D. Noo

Se¢ Name of the school you last attended or are now attending.

6e How far from your home is the
school 7« Give the name of your last teacher,
Prin., or Supt.

8¢ TWere the roads from your homs to the school good or bad?

9. Was agriculture taught in the school? ___ . 10, Was home economics

taught in the school? 11, Ves shop work taught?

12, If you have left school, at what sge did you leave 13, If
you have left school, what grade did you reach +« l4, What
part in athletics did you take while at schoole

II, If you have quit school place a cross after the reason or reasons in
the following that best tells why you quit:
l, On account of being ill 2e On account of being needed at
home 3¢ Beceuse I was disccuresged with one or more studies
4, Because the studies were not suited to my needs
OS¢ On account of not being in:erested 6e On account of lack
of encouregement et home 7. Because I wanted to get to earn-
ing money 8. Because I had no way to get to school
9 Give any other ressons hLere

III. Place a cross after any of the following in which you are especially
interested:

l, Dairying 2. Gasrdening 3o Poultry ralsing 4, Farm
Crops____ 5. Raising fruit___ 6. Raising beef cattle ___ 7. Sheep
raising 8. Reising hogs __ 9. Keeping bees_ . 10. EHousekeep-
ing . 1l. Sewing 12, Cooking 13, Viorking in a garage

l14. Clerking in a store 15, Working in & fsctary___ 16. vorking
in ean office 17, Driving a truck __ 18, Tesching school __

19. Traveling sulesman____ 20. Doing caroenter work _ 2l. Teachlng
music____ 22, Lursing

IV, Yiat jobs hLave you held since leaving school

Ve What is your present job
VIe YWhat occupation do you prefer as a means of meking your living?

VII, To what Boys' or Cirls® Clubs hLeve you belonged
VIII, How nmany acres in the fsrm where you live

IX, Fow many years have jyou lived there

Xe Do your perents own or rent the fam

XI. Vrat pure-bred stock 1s kent on the farm




XII.

XIII,
IIv.
LV,

NI
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Do ou .zve et l.ci.e a teleorone? Automebile? Rodio?
Piano? Orgen? Victrola? Oiter rnwusiccl instrurents?
Auto-truck? Trector? Power wosldng-i achine? Electric

lishts? Gos lignts?
Furnace? Incdoor toilet?

¥erosens ligclits? Tor kst in?
Rurninge weter in the house?

How meny brothers have you? How 1:iany of thnen Leve gredusted

from the eiphth grade?
Fow meny sistors sve you?
from the eighth grade?

vy P

vould you be interested in

©
From Ligh school?® From collese?
Eow ri=ny of them Lave gracduested

Trom rirh school? From collese?

continuins rour edcation nreviding

saze real vracticul instruction were given elong your line?

Cf the papers erd reg-sine
read?

3 that cane to your iows, wiich dc you
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Willisriston, Ilichiguue.
6/22/32

:‘ZI‘. Cc -.i-_‘v. O'V;:I'llolt’
Willisemston, lilcnigan,.

LCear lr, Overholt:

In answer %o your request for a statement of the eims and
purposes of the horie economics courses offered in the
williauston Iigh School, I will reply as follows:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

To develop sound health unebits

To awuken an interest in the problems of food and
clothing

To train the student in certein household operations
for meldng the home heeslthful and sttrective

To understend individusl and home needs as relsted to
food values and to quelity amd apoesrance of msterials

To provide prectice in making individuel and domestic
budgets.

To teach epurecistion of asesthetic quaelities as relsted
to
a, dress
b, furnishing of the home in general
ce furnishing the girl's own room
de the elementary ovrinciples of lendscsping
the home grounds.

Yours truly,

(signed) Ingeborg C. Lundin,
Instructor in Home Economicse



(copy)

Dansville
Leslie
liason

Williamston

IZT PRALCT ILCOE

Year ending June 30 =

1927 192¢ 1929

"

21149.15 32006670 335051639
Not on reiwbursernent liste
2083409 3020679 2629,01

2589420 2559,59 1054427

1930

468,00
3192,31

1231.,40

1931
51857449
664465
1333636

1447,28
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Lousing, ey 85, 1202,
vine Ce 'We Cverholt,
Willigiiston, 112Li & Ge
17y dear ., Cverholt:
In response to your letter of llzy 7, I =i inclosing herewith the

informstion celled for regarding the vrojects of the vocational
agriculturel dernartoents in this county,

I iexdly miow wist to cive ;ou ss a stuterents Ticre are so meny
things thet con be suid evout tiie vocsticnal goricultursl work
nder tae provisions of the Snith=llughes Lew that it 1s difficult

to single out eny one es being the most importent.

believe thet vocationsl a ricvliturel ecucation under the nrovisions
of the Siiith-~ilughes Law is the most imvoritent rovement in Alericen

gcriculture since the esteblisivient of the apgricd turel colleges uuder
the provisions of tue llorrill iLet in 1liCZe T.e form boy receives his
scientific treining in the clessroums He suts this into pructice in
his supervised lLoue project. IHes Gevelops lesdership, organizetion,
and coo~cration in Lis F,F.A. chapter, These form bors are so trzined
and developed that they are esteblished in business when ther craducte
fran high school,

Ycurs sincerely,

G*a (sizned) Eo Eo Gellun,.
Jacliosure,
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