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ABSTRACT

GOVERNOR GEORGE ROMNEY AND THE
MICHIGAN PRESS:t A STUDY OF
RELATIONSHIPS, 1961=1966

by Michael K. Moxrison

This study is a descriptive analysis of the
relationships between Governor George Romney of
Michigan and the dally press of that state. It de-
scribes how Governor Romney's views have been received
by editors and editorial writers, and analyzes his
relations with reporters who regularly cover him in
Lansing.

The blographical and political background of
Governor Romney is explored, with special attention
focused on his experience in dealing with reporters
before entering political 1life. The political and
Journalistic environment in Michigan generally, and the
state Capitol in particular, is outlined, and the
existence of a BRepublican-oriented press in the state
is documented.

Extensive use of newspaper clippings, personal

interviews, and questionnaires was made in researching



Michael K. Morrison

the study. The writer also called upon his own ex-
perience as a reporter for a short time for the Capitol
bureau of Booth Newspapers, Incorporated.

Major conclusions reached as a result of the
study were:

l. Governor Romney has the editorial support
of the Michigan press on most issues, partly, at least,
because of the Republican sympathies of Michigan newse
papers.

2, The'oasy access they have to the Governor
facilitates the work of Capitol reporters, but this
advantage often 1s countered by factors such as
Romney's complex language, inconsistency on issues,

and sensitivity to oriticisnm.
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FREFACE

This is a study of the working relationship
between Governor GCeorge Romney of ¥ichigan and the
daily press of that astate. GSpecifically, it examines
the attitudes of editors toward Governor Romney and
describes the Governor's techniques and style in
working with the Capitol reporters in Lansing,

The study is 1limited primarily to Governor
Romney's relations with reporters and editers of daily
newspapers in ichigan, with only incidental references
to radio and television newsmen and to newspaper
reporters in other states,

The study doocuments a predisposition on the
part of Kichigzan editors toward the Republican party
generally and Governor Romney specifically. This
condition is the most important faoctor involved in
Governor Romney's relations with the ¥ichigan daily
press and serves as the frame for this study.

The primary aim of this effort is to describe
the political public relations style of a man who, at
this writing, is being widely mentioned as the possible
Republican nominee for President of the United States
in 1968, Obviously the frame outlined above will not
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apply perfectly should Governor LKomney move totally
from Fichizan to national politics, but it 1s hoped
the conclusions reached concerning his methods,
techniques, and personal mannerisms will shed some
light on how he 1s likely to relate to the national
press,

ihis paper was researched between January
and December, 1966. The author had the opportunity
to observe Covernor Romney's press relations while
working as a reporter for the Capitol dureau of Booth
Newspapers, Incorporated from kay througsh August, 1966,
He also worked partetime for Booth from January through
Aprll, tany of the observations in this study stem
from notes tsken while working for Booth,

A complete 1list of acknowledgments would bde
prohibitively long, but rscognition must be extended
to those whose assistance was vital. ilewsmen who
contributed the bulx of the informstion contained in
this study were William Kulsea, i‘arion S, (Bud) Vestal,
and Robtert Longstaff, Booth lewspapers, Incorporatedj;
Carl RPudow and Robert Popa, Detrolt lews; Roger Lane,
and Ton fhawver, Detrolt Free Fressi Robert Voges and
Al Candner, Associated Press; and Willard Eaird,
Federated Fublications, Incorporated. Charles iarmon,
Covernor iiomney's press secretary, and former newse
uen 2on loenshell and Jares Robinson, also provided

asslstance.
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rurray, assistant professor in the School of Journalisa
and ny thesis adviser, wvho put nearly as much work
into it as I 41d4; and to Dr. W, Cameron keyers, my
academic adviser, teacher and confessor for almost five
years,

The educational opportunities syubollized by
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INTRODUCTION

The critical importance of an informed
citizenry in a democracy and the role of the press in
keeping the people informed have been demonstrated ad
infinitum. Only aphorisms rendered by someone with the
eloquence to make them timely and the stature to be
heard have merit, DouglassCater recognized this, and
to set the tone for chapter x of his book, The Fourth
Branch of Covernment, he called on Sir ¥Winston
Churchill:

A modern dictator with the resources of science at
his disposal can easily lead the public on from
day to day, destroying all persistency of thought
ard alm, 80 that memory is blurred by the
:31:221;::::r:§°g:i11 news and Jjudgement baffled

Fortunately, a free press stands between a
potential dictator and the American people. Its ine
dependence a8 its dirthright, this free and unfettered
institution has an obligation to perform the essential
function for which, with all ite shortcomings, it is
allowed to exist, The theory behind this socilal re-
sponsibllity of the press is outlined by Theodore

Peterson in Four Theories of the Press;

lwinston Churchill, The Second World Warx,
quoted in Douglass Cater, th c v

ment (Boston: Houghton MAfflin Company, 1959), p. 170,
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I'reedon carries concomitant obligations; and the
press, which enjoys a privileced position under
our governnent, 18 obliged to be responsible to
soclety for carrying out certain essential
functions of nass conmunication in contexporary
socletys TO the extent that the vress recornizes
its responsibilities and maikes thenm the basis of
operational policiles, the libertarian systen will
satlsfly the needs of society. 70 the extent that
vi.z press does not assune its resvongitvilities,
soue otherxr agency must see that the essentiasl
functions of xass communications are carried out.2
In reality, a free vress is gearsi not nnly to
serve the information needs of the electorate, hut also
the comniunication needs of those within the political
power structure, 7The vress is the main instruaent by
which political leaders communicate with theilr cone
stituents, 7YThe inportance of the press in this respect
is twofold; 1t enables them to 4o thelr jobs better by
informing the electorate of issues and problems, and it
affords them a tool of political self-preservation by
transnitting thelr positions and idems to the peonle,
lenananers anl other communication nedia have
becoria vital instruments of politieal pover, and any
£ledletor in the pnlitical srena who falls to recogmize
thelr irmportence 12 likely to leave the fileld on his

shield.3 The growlings lnportance of political publie

2Fred Se Slebert, Theodore Peterson, and wilbur
Sehrarmm, Iaur Theorleg nf the Precs (Urbanas unlversity
of Illinols Fress, 1956), Pe 7he

3Herbert Jecob and Kenneth !, Vines (eds.),

Politizs in the Anerican States (Uostons Little,
brown and Conpany, 1965), De Ge



relations has added a new facet to Americen politics,
a3 explained by lell Staebler, former Kichipan
Denocratic State Central Couamittee Chalirman, testifying
before & 1552 Conscressional comumlttes investizating
carvalsn costs:
I supcest to the connittee that our major problem
cones from the modern development of the mass media
of commnication. +T(hese media are expensive and
grow 10re s0 all the tine . ¢ « They are not merely
expensive but for tihem have been developed new
advertising technlques requiring professional
8kl1lls that are also ezpensive « « « If the present
tendencles continue, our rederal elections will
increasingly become contests not botgcen candidates
but bvetween great advertising firmsa,

In this study major emphasis i3 placed on the
perspective of newspaper reporters and editors in de-
soriting how they see their working relationship with
Governor LRoiney, A secondary enphasis is given to the
perspective from wvhich the Covernor and his staff view

their resvonsibllities to the presa,

ihe najoxr tools used in researching this paper
were: (1) interviews, (2) questionnaires, (3) newse
paper clippings, (&) review of the literature,

(5) personal observation,

uU. Se9 Congress, House, Special Committes on
Campalzn Cxpenditures, Jearing Invegstigaution of
Cempaden Expenditures, t2nd Conge, 2d Sesse, 1952, p.l12,
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t.ost of the materisl comes from open-ended
interviews conducted during informel press room dis-
cussions between Xay and September, 1366. One took
place in a downtown Lansing restaursnt and another at
the Detroit Fress Clube. Charles Earmon, GCovernor
Romney's press secretary, subtmitted to two formal
interviews to outline the Governor's routine proce-
dures in dealing with the press. Other members of the
Governor's staff were interviewed informally. Althouch
the interviews were generally informsl, they were
systeratic., Answers to specific questions were sought.
In all but a few cases the sources understood they
would not be quoted by name. Those quoted directly
were done 280 on non-controversial points. Off the
record responses, especially by members of the
governor's staff, wers discouraged for fear that some
might involve matters of record that the author had

obtained from other sources and intended to use.
Questionnaires were used to elicit responses

from members of the Capitol press corps to questions
not touched upon in personal interviews, and to allow
& oross section of editors and editorial writers to
oconment on select aspects of Governor Romney's press

relations, 5

5See Appendixes B and C,
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Ten Capitsl reporters filled out questione
naires, Mot all members of the press corps were
asxed to fill out the questiomalres, only those who
had reported on Romney for three or more years, Elght
of the ten had written about Ronney since 1961 when
the Covernor care to lensing es a delegate to the
Constitutional Convention. All but one of the re-
spondents were Capitol reporters during previous
adninistrations, giving them a perspective from which
to conment on Governor Homney's press relations, One
reporter had previously written of GCovernor Romney's
actions as president of Ameriocan lotors Corporation.

Different questionnaires were gent to the
fifty-one general circulation daily newspapers in
Kichizan, to be filled out and returned by the editor
or an editorial writer from each newspaper. Thess

questionnaires served to determine editorial reaction

toward Governor Romney and to illustrate to some degree

the Republican sympathies of the Nichigan press,

Specific information related to the content and purpose

of these questionnalres 1s outlined in chapter 1ii.



The euthor made extensive use of newspaper
clipring books kent by the Capitol buresus of the

Detrit News6 end Booth llewanapers, Incorporated7

(1isted on page 34)e In both cases clippings date back
three decades or more so e£ll stories printed about

Governor lorney in the Detroit Mews and the nine Booth

papers rere avallable, In addition, both bureaus keep
separate ¢lipring books for stories about GCovernor
Romney. (A1l other ¢lippingss are filed chronologically
without regard to subject.)

A review of the literatures turned up little
that contributed substantively to this study except as

background materisal., Books and magazine articles

6In the interest of internal consistency, all
newspapers clted in this thesils are referred to by eity
of publication and glven designation, btoth underlined;
€.8.s the Detrolt tews, The precedins article "the"
is not underlined. 1his is the style recommended by
Elmer "hite, executive secretary of the tichizan Press
Associations 7The necessity for establishing a uniforsa
method stems from a lack of consistency anong
direotories listing Michigen papers. In some cases
there are inconsistencles between desisnations used dy
newspapers in thelr nameplates and those used in thelr
mastheads. In at least one instance the form is not

technically correct; the L%gsigg ztate Journal does
not use the city as paxrt of its designation, .

7lereinafter referred to as "the Rooth bureau,”
or "the Eooth newspapers."




served e3 sources for biszrarhlcal informatlon on
Governor Louney amd data on the polltical a&nd press
environment in iiichigzan.

Fersonal otservations nade while the author
uoriked a3 a reporter for thse “ooth bureau were re-
called in deserlting press coaferences, routins proe-
cedures regardlng press roleases and amouncenents,
and Governor Jonney's techalques for answering
reportars' questions,

ihe only research sources not mentioned above
are three short telephones intervliews with editors,
The elltsrs were Qquestioned about thelr edltorial
endorseuents during GCovernor Roaxney's three gudsrnae
torial carpaligns.

’ith few exceptions, no quotes are attributed
by nare fo their source., Lowever, the sources are
coded by designations "a" through "k" to enable the
realer to correlate responses throuzhout the thesii.
1o comments were solicited on Rouney's merits es a
politiclan, except in the case of editors and editorial
writers for the specific purpose of determining how
the Covernor is portrayed in the editorial pages of

¥lehican newspapers,



iLvery person used as a sourcs in this thesis
is in some way an interested pairty, Sone, Governor
fiomney's staff members and former associstes, are
openly partial toward the Governor. Others are his
political opponents. ihe experiences related by
Capltol reporters are, for the most part, expressed
subjectively and often contain references to fruse
trations encountered in reporting on Governor LHomney.
Coms questlons asked necessarily involved opinion
rather than dooumented faot. For these reasons there
is a problem of conplete objectivity in this thesis,
The nature of the toploc defies quantitative

analysls, In only a few areas 1s it attenmpted, Since
this thesis 1s sutmitted as part of the requirements
for a iiaster's degree in journalism, standards of
objectivity relative to that field apply. Curtilas D.
liacDougall, professor in the Medill School of
Journalism of Northwestern Unlversity, sums up the
Problen of objectivity thuas:

In the first place news always will be written by

hupan beings viewing eccurrences with huran eyes

or hearing of them second hand with human ears,

Try as hard as he nay, no reporter or writer ever

will be able to achieve complete objectivity ani

Af he did, as often as not the result would not
give a true plcture of the happening of which he
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attenpted to spread 1ntelligenco.a

the statement describes the protlenm succinctly
but offers no concrete guide to its solution. Bud
Vestal, political writer for the tooth bureaun, offered
a practical yardstick in an inforual dlscussion of
Journalistic ethics witn the author when he remarked:
"Oblectivity 1s something we should alwars strive for,
but honesty 1s more inportant and more easily
achieved,"”

Vestal's coument was used as guilde in
selscting and welghing the naterial incorporated into
thls thesis.

BCurtls De MacDougall, Int tative
Reportl (llew York: iacmillan Company, 193v).,
Pe 13,

gIntervlew with Varion 5, (Pud) Vestal,

political rsporter, Cooth tieuspapers, IncGa,
June 23, 1966,



CHAPTER I

GOVERNOR GEORCE ROMNEYs BIOGRAPHICAL

AiiD POLITICAL BACKGROUND

Heritace and Fa Years

George Wilcken Romney, the forty-fourth govere
nor of Michigan,l was born July 8, 1907, at Colonia
Dublan, a Mormon colony in the Mexican state of
Chihuahua. FKormon families traditionally make an ex-
tensive study of tieir genealogies to arrange for
baptism by proxy of their ancestors who died before the
church was founded.2 Romney's family traces itself
back to St. Georgce, slayer of dragons and patron saint
of England. Its ranks include a sixteenth century lord
mayor of London, an English carpenter alleged to have

lstate of Michigan, Office of the Secretary of

State, ¥10h;ggg Yamual, 196364, p. 83+, Ke may also
be listed as the forty-first, forty-seoond or fortye
third. The confusion 1s caused by the fact that tweo
men served non-oconsecutive terns and another served

as acting governor so much the Michigan Fanual lists
him as a governor.

24yi111an J. ¥halen, The latter Day Saints 1?
the lNode [y (New York: John Day COe, 19 ¢

Pe 21l.
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invented the spore, anl ieoryge Roaney, noted portralt
painter and conteaporary of Sir Joshua Reynolds and
Thowas Galnsborough.3

Althouzn Governor iomney's connection with the
patron saint of <«nglani lacks documentation, thias
Morxon tradition is not¢ taxen llightly. The church
recently bullt a ;1,704,000 storage tunnel in the szide
of a mountain aear elt Lake City, Utah, specifically
for the protection of genealozical dooumenta.u

ihe hichizan governor's graat-granifather,
filles Hommey, caues to the United States from England in
1841, A convert to the Church of Jesus Christ of
fLatter Lay caints, he first settled in Nauvoo, Illinoils,
then Joinel the ¥orumon migration west in 13846, ¥iles
and his famlly finally settled near 5t, Georce, Jtah,
where he worked as a carpenter, His third son, liles
Fark lhomney, took up the same trade before marrying
Hannah :ood H1ll in 1862, Five years later ¥iles Park
enbraced polygamnye +hen Congress outlawed the practice
in 1885, he took his four wives and thirty children to

37on Kahoney, The Story of Cenrre RQomney (lew
Yorks FHarper & ﬁrothe?5:'T§367:‘5:’33:L'T5T3‘I§ an
"authorized” biography.

“’k’halon. Pe 21,
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7exico. One of the gors gccorranyinrs hir wes Caskilll
fiomnay, father of the future *ichizren soverner,

Altorethar ten Pormon colonles were fourrled 4n
the late 1720%2 snd early 1299%'s in northern Yerxicn,
larcely bacanze of the influencae Yor—on rissionories
had with 'exico's presildent, Porfirio Maz, In 179§
Caelill rarried f1ma Amelia Fratt, the daurhter of a
pro=inent missrionary. IThe couple sattled in Colonia
putlan vhere Ceoorre Lonney, the fourth of five sons,
¥as born. Twn other chiliren, a son end a daugkter,
were torn later in the Urnited Ctates,

In 1910 & serles of revolutions sand countere
revolutions introduced more than a decads of violence
in rexico, o antierormonism was involved, bBut much of
the fichtirs occurred near Lormon colonies in the
atates of Chiruama and sonora, and vaiious rebel bands
often ocoyrmandeerad livestock, firesrmus ani other
supglies frmm the Yormens, Zeveral thousand gattlers
caurht up in the fishting betwveen 1212 ard 1514 ree-
turned to the inited ttatee, no longer fearful eof
fedaral nrosesution for polyremy recause the sect {te
aelf tannal the prrastice 11 122K,

The eircunstances surrounding the return of the
Rouney family to the inited States have been ecolored in

sor:@ accountss In 1912, filghting tetween the forces of
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Fresident Francisco I. Fadero and rebel leader Jose
Inez Salazar eentered in Chihuahua., In July, when
rebel activity near Colonia Dublan presented a direct
threat to the colonists and Salazay demanded they tuwn
over all guns and ammunition, Gaskill Romney and most
other ren sent thelr families to El1 Paso, Texas, by
train. [e remained behind for several days, sold his
property to his brotherein<law, then joined his
fanmily,>

The Ronmneys were 2ot forced to flese Yexico at
gunpoiat by the lezendary Pancho Villa, as a number of
thumbnall blogsraphies of the ¥ichigan governor roport.6
Actually, the famous bandit was 600 miles away in a
Hexico City prison under a death sentence. He 4id not

have even a remote connection with the inoident. In

5rhomas Ce domney, The "'oraon Colonies
Hexico (Salt Lake City:r Deseret Fook Co., I955E.
PPe 102-200. [his boox, written by Covernor Romney's
uncle, deals in part with ths exnius of Caskill Romney
and his farlly. 1t 18 out of print, but can be ebtained

on inter-lidbrary loan from the Salt ILake City Pudblie
Library.

eéee 2111 fuller, petrolt Uews, Jane 14, 1962,
or D. Duane Angsel, "The Campalgn Cpeaxing of Ceorge
comney' (urnpullished fh,J, dissertacion, Lepartment of
Speech, Purdues University, 1965), p. 18,
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fact, Salazar, the revel leader who posed the threat
to the colonists, was an eneny of Vllla'a.7
The Romney famlly moved often in the next ten
years, living in El Fasos Los Anrelest Oakley, Idahoj
salt Lare Citys aexford, Idaho; and finally, in 1921,
settling permanently in Salt lLake City. Gaskill farmed
in Idaho, but for most of those years and after set-
tling 1la calt laxe City, he was in the construction
busineés. uls four oldest sons were helpers in the
buainess. George and an older brother, Miles, worked

a8 lathers, and the Fichligan governor later bossted of

his talent at spitting nails.C

nomney attended Roosevelt Junior Eigh 3chool
and the Latter Day Saints Univereity Eigh School and
Junior College in Salt Iake City, The Romneys were
prouinent in Ltah athletle circles, Ceorge played
football, basketball, and baseball in high school,
though with no glowing succesa, FBut among his five
brothers and 237 first coueiuai-his naternal grande

7411825 e Lanzford, Poncho Villa (Los Angeles:
therbourne Fress, 1965), Pe 276,

C:.ahoney, pe 63

75pesch by Governor Georgze Romney befors the
ilationel Fress Cludb, “ashington, De Ce, i'arch 9, 1963,
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father also had four wives and thirty children ==
wers boxing champions and several All-American foot-
ball and basketbsll players,

Romney's mother died in 1926 when he was pree
raring to go on a mission to England for his church,
Mormon young men traditiocnally give two years to the
service of the church, a custom honored by Romney's
brothers, father, granifather and greate-grandfather
before hiam,

Romney was sent to Creat Britain for the next
two years, spending most of the time in Clasgow. The
Soots, known for their Presbyterian, whiskey-drinking
ways, were not highly receptive to the dogmas of a seot
that tausht abstention from all stimulants. Rozney's
duties consisted primarily of door to door "tracting,"
the distribution of literature, and of speaking to
groups in Glasgow and London,

The missionary years gave hin an indoctrination
to public speaking under trying conditions, FHeckling
is an inevitadble part of Eritish public oratory, and
colleagues with whom he worked during the two years
abroad describe him as one of the best among them in
facing a hostile audience, At this time he developed
the forceful, evangelistic style that characterized his
speaking when he entered politics glmost thirty-five



1€

years later.lo

While in England and Scotland, Romney corre-
sponded regularly with Lenore lLaFount, a Salt Lake City
girl he first met in high schools She had moved with
her family to Yashington, D¢ Coe in 1927 when her
father was appointed by FPresident Calvin Coolidge to
the Federal Radio Commission. Homney visited the
LaFounts at Christmas in 1928 on his way home to Salt
Lake City to enroll at the University of Utah,

Le stayed in Utah less than a year, hovever,
lis left the University of Utah after one semester and
enrolled in a speedwriting course at latter Day Saints
Susiness College in Salt lLake City. In the autumn of
1929, Romney and his brother, }iles, moved to
¥ashington, De Ce There George attended night classes
at George ¥Washington University and worked days as a
secretary to Senator David I. Walsh, & iassachusetts
Democrate i or most of the nine months he worked for
Senator Walsh, a member of the Senate Finance Commite
tes, Romney itemized aspects of the pending Hawleye
Smooth tariff bill.n Lenore, reanvhile, graduatsd fiox

George lashington and pursued a dramatics career, first

lohngel. Pe 60.

11ﬁ&h0n8y. Pe 93¢
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in New York, then in Hollywood.

Romney left Senator Walsh's employ in June,
1930, and became a sales representative for the
Aluminum Company of Anmerica. His flrst assignment was
in Los Angeles, where he was reunited with Lenore,
They were married July 2, 1931, in Salt Lake Cilty.
Shortly afterward, Romney was transferred to wWashington

where he spent the next nine years,

Bus ss C

Romney represented the Aluminum VWares Associa-
tion as well as Alcoa in the Capital, His job d4id not
require his testifying before congressional coumittees,
but under present legislation he would have had to
register as a lobbyist.12 During this time he had his
first extended experisnce with newspaper reporters,
Some of his duties involved pudlic relations chores.
At thls time Alcoa was under investigation by the Feder
al Trade Commission as a monopoly. One of Romney's
public relations functions was providing information to
newspapermen on the company's position. He was a menme

ber of the National Press Club, whose menmbership ine-

121 Eldo ¢ P 100,
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cludes nevwsnen, businessmen and public relations men.l3
After belng passed over for promotlion to head
of the ¥Washington office, Zomney left Alcoa in 1939
and Joined the Automobile Manufacturers Assoclation
(AliA), a trade association representing every leading
automoblile manufacturer with the exception of the Ford
llotor Coupany. Ililtler's troops were invading Poland
when Roiney went to work in the assocliation's Detroit
office, and the industry began to foresee a possible
changeover to war production. As the war in Europe
deepened, contracts for alrcraft engines and other
armaments began to pour into the sautomoblile industry.
The AMA became the coordinsting body for these re-
queastza.ll+
The AilA organized the Automotive Council for
var Froduction within a few days of Pearl Harbor. The
Councll was charged with coordinating the defense
efforts of the entire automotive industry. Romney was
named managing director of the unit in January, 1942,
and general menager of the AMA the following month.
Romney's position made him a key man in coe

ordlnating the production of war materials ranging from

131m0. P. 103,
141p4d., p. 112.



1)

runitions to alrcraft encmines, Labore-manarenent agsrees
ments were reachel and necotiations with aireraft conme
nanies workedl out to stinulate that the autonobdbile in-
dustry wonld not continue aircraft productison after the
war, The war also broucht such problems as ear rools,
baby sltters for children of workinec mothers, housing
shortares, and regulation of retall stors hours, all of
vhich, for ons reason or another, often came within the
purview of the Autocotive Council for Var Froduction,
By 1945, Rorney had rade a nare for hinself as an
executive in the eutomodile 1ndustry.15

The end of the war brought equelly compelling
problers of reconversion, and agaln Rorney and the
Council were instrumental in producinz a smooth transie
tion, Rorney rerained with the AA until 1948 when he
accepted a 330,000 & year position with Nasgh«lelvinator
Corporatlon.16 Civen the title “essistant to the presi-
dent,” Romney was beinz grooned as Georze V., Yason's
successor, His first year with the company was espent
beconmins fanillar with its autonobile and appliance

operations,

151v1d., pe 132,

16&10hard Ce Fuller, G Romney and Y io an
(liew York: Vantage Press, 19 o Pe 17
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Veson was a srallecar enthuslast whoce original
ideas for rradrveine e cornect, economical esy red been
interrurted by the vor, Those ideas materielized in
the Ranbler, a gmell car of Fmropesn desirn introduced
in 1250, (The commeny had, howaver, rroducel s car bty
that nare betveen 1702 end 1904,) Durins the rext six
years tre rolel unlersent rajor stylirg eclrenres, but
continted erphnsis vas put on producing & lowe~ccst car
with better gos rilecze than other Americen cars,

The Rarbler was not lomnedlately successiul,
however, end the firm's epplienze 4ivision was steadlly
£allinz behind its competition, 7The Kelvinator divie
gion was particrvlarly plagued with labor problens and
lov ewrloye morale, and faced the closing of its plant
on Flyrouth Road near Detrolt unless the facility bde-
cane dreratically more efficient and competitive than
1t hod bcen.17

Rozney, then gn executive vice-president, was
the coupany's trouble shooter at the I'lynouth vioad
Plant. I['s arrealed directly to the enployes ., telling
then if the plant 41d not bezin to show a profit they
¥01ld be out of Jobs. Labor lazders: labeled his efforts

17:ewaweek, Feb. 19, 1962, pe 25.
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“Romneyism,* and called him "Romeo Romney" and

n18 For more than a year the plent

“Lochinvar Romney.
went through a series of strikes., In the end, the
foremen agreed to leave the union and give first
loyalty to the company. Labor problems subsided and
productivity bezan to rise, but not enough to meke the
Plant competitive in the appliance industry, ~ZIvene
tually it was closed and the Kelvinator operation moved
to Mllwaukee, Wisconsin.

Unsuccessful in taking a significant part of
the automoblle market awvay from the industry leaders,
and with its appliance diviesion far dehind the leaders
in that fleld, Nash~Kelvinator, in January, 1954,
merged with another sick member of the automobile ine-
dustry, the Hudson ¥Votor Cur.Company.< George Romney
was the heir-apparent tc the corporate presidency when
the two firms merged to become the American FNotors Core
poration. The following October Ceorge ¥W. Xason dled,
and Romney was elected chairman of the board of
directors and named president and general manager of

AKC.lg

13Mahoney. Pe 165,
191b1d., pe 1384,
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Backed by only limited resources and faced with
the necessity of putting the new corporation on its
feet in a short time or seeing it go under, Romney de-
cided to concentrate nearly all the firm's promotional
efforts on the Rambler. He personslly carried the
company's sales pitche-economy--to the ocustomer,
appearing himself in newspaper and magazine advertise-
ments for the car. His theme was a constant campaign
against Detroit's "gas-guzzling dinosaurs."20

In 1957 and 1958 a national economic recession
accompanied a slump in new car sales. Unemployment
rose and incomes fell. With this recession Romney's
campalgn against the more expensive products of his
competitors caught fire., American Motors Corporation
showed a profit in 1958 for the first time in its
history, and Rambler replaced Pontiac for sixth place
in new car sales. ANC was the only automobile company
that year to achieve a sales increase over 1957.21 The
success of the Rambler brought Romney not only state-~
wide but also national recognition.

2oIb1do. Pe 25,

2114311 Success Spoil American Motors?"
Fortune, LIX (January, 1959), pp. 97-98.
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Political Zarecr
ILate in 1955, at the height of ANC's growing

pains, the Detroit Board of Zducation asked Ceorge
Rooney to head a citizens advisory committes to help
develop a ten-year master plan for Detroit Fublie
3chools. At the time he not only had his A"C duties
to attend to, but he 2lso sarved as prssident (bishop)
of the Detroit Stake (dlocese) of the Mormon Church,
He accepted the poslition, however, and the tommittee
functioned for nearly two years bafore submitting to
the board a report listing 132 recommendations.

The biggest hurdle faced by the board was passe
ing bond 1ssues for school expansion programs, Shortly
after the cormittee had begun itas study, Detroit voters

rejected a $33 willion proposal.z2

But shortly after
the report had been submitted and publicized, and with
13,9 per cent of the city's labor force unemployed, the
Board of Educatlion asked the voters for 90 million for
school buildings and received 1t.23

Romney entered the state political picture in
1959 as serious fiscal problems plagued state govermment.

Earmarking provisions of a fifty~year-old state cone

22Det;g;t Free Press, April 2, 1957.
2393t;gi§ Free Press, April 7, 1959,
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stitution, and a deadlock between Governor G. Fennen
Willians and a malapportioned legislature dontrolled by
conservative Republlicans, kept the state firom using
funds 1in 1ts treasury to pay its bills. As & result
coue state exployes: faced Ppayless paydays" and the
restive legislature remained in session nearly the
entire year. Unfavorable national publicity alarmed
cltizens and businesamen.?b
In Yay, Romney end fifteen others xet and
foromed "Citizens for !lAchigen* (CFY), a non-partisan
group bent on solving the state's problems through
direct citizen participatlon.25 The organigzation 1e
generally considered the beginning of Romney's political
career. Anong those early participants in Citizens for
ichlgan were Dr. Saruel M, Prownell, Detroit superine
tendent of schools; Edward L. Cushman, American Notors
Corporation vice~-presidents ULr. Charles Killingsworth,
professor of economics at Michican State University;
¥William &, Stirton, vice-president of the University of
Fichigan; and Howard Stoddard, president of the Michigan

24 N Septe 13, 1959, A panel dis-
cussion involving nembers of the Michigzan Nunicipal
LeaFue and the !iunicipal I'inance Commission outlined the
adverse national publicity and the effect it was having
on sale and interest rates of bonds.

25ﬁahoney. Pe 241,



flatlional Bank.26

lamine the stata's problena on a detariora-
tiom of publie rasHonsidility among its leaders,
Nommey decried excazsive partgggéhip on the »ert of
both major political parties. l2 reneatedly attaclked
what ha called tha source of poalitical turmoil in
Hichirsan-=big govermnant, tlz business anl big labor.27
Together with the Learue of t‘omen Voters and the
¥ichlran Junior Chanber of Commerce, Lomney and CFH
pusted for a revision of the state constitution as
the first gtap in streanlining state goverrment. The
issue was put on the ballot in April, 1561, and the
state's votars approved the calling of a Constitutionsl
Conventlion to re-write a basic law that had not been
revired since 1908.28

During his assoclation with Citizens for
Fichircan, Romney gteadfastly refused to claim alle-
glance to either political party. TLCut he wanted to sit
in the Constitutlional Convention. Delerntes were to be

elected on a partisan bdasis from every Senate and Fouse

26petroit vews, June 11, 1959.
27petroit tisws, Dec, 10, 1959.
28y 3chizan panual, 1965-€8, p. €l.
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district in the state, TRomrey had to chooce one perty
or tre other, end it gurzrisad nebody that tre auto
executive chose the CC7, Ycwever, he called hirzelf
ozly an “"CaXklard County Eepubllcan."27 iis wen
elestlor frox his hose Serats diztrict to becoms one
¢ rinetyenina Desublicans to serve in ths lill-seat
convantion, 39

“he Constitutional Conventlon convened on
Octobder 3, 1951, in the Lansinz Civic Center. Almost
irmedlately the delegates split into threes faotiongee
rural conservative Lapublicans, m¢derate iiepublicans,
and Cerocrats. As a leadar of the moderates, Roaney
made a tlld for the presilency of the convention dbut
lost to a compronlse candidate acceptable to both
Jepudblican factions. He was, however, elected as one
of the vice-presidents alonz with congervative Liward
Imtehinson, a foruer state senator, and Cesocrat Tom
Dowins, a Detrolt atlorney whose fira often representel
the ATL~CI0,5Y |

dormney was the star attraction of the convene

tion. Judging by the twelve-volume set of olipping

29¢rand Darids Presa, April 15, 19€1.
30:ichican ranual, 1965-66, p. €1,

3ljuskezon Chronicle, Oct. 3, 1961.
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books kant by the Zosin Tireau (corpslalng articlaes
frox all of lno alue pagers), 20 othes canldilale #ith
tiig escsotlon of sraesldent Jteraezn J. Glabz2l recelved
gus=-fifth the pudlicliy doiney Totclved,

~Icauze tizg nad Lors in conoon abt tha oulsat,
uu3t ousarvars expacied tho maderale deputlizcany and
the Jauoezats to fom: a rullins coazlition wihaon tha cost
Yoportant lssues before tiie conventlon case to the
fors., I[ut 92 Febraary 10, 1302, ilounay aanouncel he
would gec: the governscrshlp 42 the 1311.32 “his
snwauceient allenated the Cesaocratse ihe nodarates
sad the pozulbility of a sitrange badlellow slllance
beluecn Coonocrats ead congervative lepublizans oa sose

issues, Zut on .arch 18 the [ allezed

that a "deal™ had boen maia by Hounsy, reprosentlnz ths
zolerates, wlth conservative leader ), Lale okl s

‘hetiice the word "deal! applies o2 not, a coaliiion was
forual aad becaxe the dacisionenaiilng forze on a nwsbar

of Key provislons of the now coastitutlon 1avilving the

3271int Journal, Feb, 10, 1962,
332etrolt Tres Fregs, “avch 16, 1362,
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executive branch, legislative apportionment and
finance. 3%

The guternatorial caxmpalgn began in earnest
after the Constitutional Convention ed journed on
hay 11. As he began his campalen, Romney tralled in-
cunbent Democrat John B. Swainson in a Detroit News
public opinion poll,35 but by September Republican
Romney was out in front.3® In Kovember Eomney out-
polled Swalnson by 61,573 votes3? to become the first
BRepublics~ to be elected governor of lilchigan since
1946, e won re-election in 1964 as Michigan voters
split thelr tickets to give Homney a plurality of
382,9137° while giving Democratic Fresident Lyndon B.
Johnson a margin of more than one million votes. Romney
won election to a third term in 1966 by 627,164

votes.39

34a1bert L. Sturm, Constitution-Faking In
Michigan, 1961~62 (Ann Arbor: Institute of Public Ad-
ministration, The University of Michigen, 1963),
PpP. 117=119.

25Detroit News, kay 14, 1962,
361bid., Sept. 9, 1962.
37rischigen Manual, 1963-64, p. 416.
38Ibid., 1965-66, p. 73.
State, umoffaciat 1hE0 soama Isios of the Sseretary of

The figures were provided while the election results in
two house districts were balng contested.
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Governor Romneyfs press rélations exist within
a franewori of pollticai and journalistic fastors that
deternine to some decores the anownt end tyve of covere
ar= hic acticns recelve‘ln the stata's daily newse
vpaners, Amonz thase factors gre the recent political
histary nf the state, the nresent relative strengths of
the two major rolitical parties, the nunher and ¢ire
culatisn of Aally newsoapers in the stote, the mumber
of neoners maivntalininr bureans in Lansing.‘and the
rortine »ractices srployed by Covarnor Borney in deale
iny with "enito} renorters., Thase are brosi faotors.
The narrover, more specific factors involved in
Covernor Roamney's relationshipy with the ¥ishigan press

arne reaerved for tha next two chanters.,

"olitical b ent
i;dchigan 18 a state in political flux., Be=
tween the Civil lar and 1948, Republicans won thirtye

four gubernatorial electiona; while the Denocrats won

29



eix, A Fusionist was elected in 1322,1 Republican
control of the lezislature was even stronger during
this period, with the legislative branch in Democratio
hands only from 1933 to 1939,2 Michigan bezan a transe
ition towerd the statne of a two-narty state in 1948
¥ith the eleotion of De-ocrat ¢, ennen Villlamas to
thie LOoVelnoTsi:iDe

%11illars rewslined in the slatehouse for twelve
years, wvinuing silx consccutlve troeyear tercse When
Fe retired in 1360 to joln the fennedy aduinistration
£ wuersceretery of state for African effairs, another
ierocrat, John s .welnson, tooi: his rlece. 7The real
es.cryence of Lhe Lermocratic poarty during the Willlianms
yeala can be seuvn by comparing the nunter of Demoorats
whe held offlce in the state in 1ly58, the year he was
elccted, and the nuwber who Leld office in 1960, the
yeur ke retllred, when willleus entered the statehouse,
both Le e seonators frouw .ichizan were ueputlicans as
were fourteca of escventecn congressmen.3 when he left,

both senaters eni seven congressien were uemocrata.“

lrichican Kamel, 1963=64, ppe 429-432,
2Ibide, PPe 96=97.

Jidchican ¥anual, 1947, pp. 656=663,
h;ggggggn Yamel, 1959-€0, »p. 161167,
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Four Democratlic senators and elzht representatives sat
in the state legislature when Williams entered office,’
In 1960 tvelve senstors and fifty-five rerresentatives
served in the legislature.é o Danocrats served on
elocted boards of hicher elducation’ or ths state
adrinistrative board in 1543,8 e-oorats controlled
every voaxd of hilgher educatlon in 19609 aind filled
every admlalstrative board posltxaa.lo
cesplite their success in statewlidae elsotions
auring ths willlams adnlalstration, JeLocrats never won
control of the lezislature, the apsortionaent of which
greally favored lepublican rairzl area3.*1 “he male

apportioanent resulted frou considerable social and

econoio changes that tooi place within the state

5-iehirman ramel, 1942, pp. 555-557.
6’1chl~en Fanunl, 1959«60, pp. 179-191.

7:1chican Manual, 1947, vp. 695701,

81r14., po. 651-653.

9:4chizan ranusl, 1959-60, pp. 171-178.
lolp.;;‘g;.. p. 156.

1llyarbert Garfinkel and L. J. Fein, Fair Repree
geavagion: A titizea's tulde to Tewisliative Apportione
ment in : ichiran (~ast Lansing: Pureau of soocial and

solitical wesearchn, nicnlzan State Universiiy, 1960),
Pele
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between 1500 and 19564, when a new apportionment scheme
was worked out. From & predominantly agricultursl
state with 60 per cent of its population living in
rural areas, NKichigan developed into & hichly induse
trialized state with fewer than 30 per cent of its re-
sidents living in rural areas.l?2 The legislature was
reapportioned during this period--the last time in
1952-=but 1t was done so in a fashion that meant
greater representation for the rursl arees relative to
their population. During the ¥illiams administration
the Senate was particularly apportioned in favor eof
out-state areas., FOor example, one senatorial dis-
trict, the twelfth, Oakland County, had elight times the
population of the thirty-second, encompassing four
sparsely populated Upper FPeninsula counties,l3

In the early 1960's a reversal took place, In
1962, George Romney beoame the first Republican in
fourteen years to win the governorship. That same year
the U, S. Supreme Court handed down the first of sev-
eral apportionment decisions that, in Michigan, re-

121p1d., p. 6.
IBIbldQ. Pe 7
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sulted in Dermocratic econtrol of the lesislature in
1964,1% he Damocrets lost that coatrol in the 1966
elections, however, and sew a Republlocan elected to the
Ty B¢ Semte,

Turthar evidence that Yichigzan haa becoie a
two-party state can bs seen in the voting pattern of
its residents in presidontial election years. lichigan
voters show a marted inclinmation to eplit thelr
ballots. GC. FKernen Willlams was elected governor in
three presidential years, 1948, 1952 and 1956, All
three times the state's voters gavs }Michisan's elec
toral votea to the Republican presidential nominoo.15
The pattern broke in 1960 when John F, Kennedy carried
the state and Swainson was elected govermor, but ree
appeared in 1964 when Romney won with a plurality of
302,913 votes and Fresident Lyndon B, Johnson carried

the state by more than ons million votes.16

14paxer vsa CarT, 369 Us So 186 (1962).
15iarold Faber (ed.), The lisw York Times

ilect Pandhook, 1964 (New Yorks ihciraw-iill DBook
Coupany, 19555. Pe 149,

15’;:1ch.yrag ¥anual, 1965-65, pe 416.
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Tra T ek on Teney

Tifty-three In~lizh lansvero dalls novereners
with a total cirsulatlion of 2,371,071 eoplon are
pullishel in I 4ahirenel? “he state's larcast rarers

ero the gvenins Tatwmi® Taun, with a datly circulation

of £72,2% coning, & the norming Tri=eid Teng Tomeq,

ik o clreviatlion of 509.510.13

LAlthoaurh the vapaers are all carwigsaedl by one or
Bath 0f the rsioy revseatherinz aranciaz, the Aecsociae
ted Croad al Uniteld frecs Intermatioral, oanly thire
tean pansrs rajntain nevs buresus or fulletine roe
perters $n lansing 2o ecovar state rovermrant, “he

Letzlt oy naintaine a twoenan etaff surplenented by

w02 tuo alditlonal rerorters when the lasizlature 123
in secslon and at other penx tiusy of rovermwuental

activity, Tho Tgivolt Cres “ress has two fulletine

reportors in laneing. Pooth Heuspapers, Incorporatel,

publishers of the (pa:d tnnids Sw=e

Py

Yo 1Nt Jouweal,

nratba, Joglads “itinana
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Buraal, W0 reporters servise Tedoratel Duklicatlions,

Incorparatel, which publizher tha “aqmi«-~ "+at=

Jyr=Y and the Tghtle Uxoylr Tweviwew and crae The

PSSR~

Aanasiated Fwass has a four-ran burecan, ant inltel
Traoss Inter1ationnl maintalias three reportarzs at ths
Zaplitol,

"o atate provides prorss facilities in tha
Capitnal for the prens corns, 1nelnling tclepronas and
tporritars, & prezs oY nava~er, pall by ths lesise
laturs, cooriinctes the dlsztribution of press relanses
arl mescazes that are sent to the prezs roon.,.

Jhe temuira of the reporters varies with the
aransy, but the wire gervices ghow ths graatest turme
evar. At thiz writinyr only onae wire gserviza rerorter
ag bea statloned & Tansing for the four yoars Govere
nor Loonasy hag beea In office. i icht of the ten none
wire service reporterse, oa the other hand, have a total
of more than 105 years of exrperience on ths Capitol

bent, ha chiafs of the looth and Jatrsit “ers bureaus

hava a cobinel total of fifty-six years in Lansinz.
All rezorters cover other beats besides the executive
office,

tichisan radlo end television raporters genare
ally do not cover the Capitol as & beat., Iome attend

Governor fonney'a press conferences and plek up press



36

releases each day, but they rely on the wire services
for the bulk of their reportage of ners of state

governnent,

Governor Romney's Press Routine

Although Governor Romney did not become active
in politices until he was 53, he had previous experience
in dealing with the press. This experience came first
as a Washington representative of the Aluminum Company
of America, then as managing director of the Automotive
Council for War Production, and finally as president
and chairman of the board of American Motors Core
poration. In addition, his marketing of the Rambler
gave him a reputation in advertising and public re-
lations circles as an able salesman of his ideas.l?

The transition from business to politics, how-
ever, brought Romney into close contact with political
reporters, According to one reporter who has observed
Romney since he arrived in Lansing as a delecate to the
Constitutional Convention, the Governor adjusted
quickly to his new environment:

a) Romney has learned quickly how to get along with
(political reporters). At first he was puzzled by
us, and, perhaps because he was 8o freshly out of

the executive office at American Motors, a little
irked by our refusal to be in awe of him. He's now

19vy111 Success Spoil American Motors?®
Fortune, LIX (January, 1959), pp. 97-98.
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grown used to it and seems to enjoy himself with
us, something that was not always true.20
Charles E. Harmon, Governor Romney's press
secretary, agrees that contact with the Capitol press
corps is a part of Romney's job he enJoys.21 Conse-
quently, informality characterizes the Governor's con-
tact with reporters collectively and individually.
Harmon, a former Capitol reporter for the Booth
newspapers, became Romney's chief press aide in Novenm-
ber, 1964, The job previously was held by Richard
Milliman, who left to become editor of the }it, Pleasant
Times-News. According to Harmon, no rigid rules bind
the Governor's dealings with the press, although a
number of practices have developed that are generally

adhered to.

Fress Conferences

Press conferences form the most regular asso-
cilation between Governor Romney and members of the
Capitnl »ress corps. When he i3 in Lansing, Romney
usually holds a dally press couference at 9:30 A.M. in

207h1s 1s the first of the coded responses in-
oluded in this thesis. The designation to the left of
the quote 1s the soursce code. It will remain the same
for this source throughout the rest of the thesis, but
is dropped Af the source is quoted by name.

2linterview with Charles E. Harmon, press sec-
retary to Governor Romney, Aug. 17, 1966.
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~“8

ris office. lurine lecirlative zessiores 21 at ether
peax times of governental ectivity, trese preess cone
ferences are seldon canceled, f['ven vhen tr§ Covernor
has ro enmouncerents or stotecents to valke to the
presa, he still geverally holis thre press cornference,
If his cohedule i3 buey and there appeers to be ﬁo
rearon {or & press corference, Dorrey gometires cancels
trhe reetine, but not until ierron hes creciead with the
Fress room to see 1f the reporters regrest a rrecs cone
ference, Cften only one or two reporters have
questione for the Covernor, 7They are acconncdated ine
dividually Af the press corns collectively does not
Treguest a press contereuoo.zz

2uring the sdainistretion of Govarnor G, ennen
killiame, two press conferesnces dally, one in the zorne
ing end one in the mfternoon, were ususlly held,23
Cince w1lllams was governor for twelve years, this proe-
cedurs became routine, Covernsr John B, Iwxainson also
cet twice a day with reporters, Jovernor lomney rs-
teined the tvo-a-day tradition with racard to press cone-

fercnces Auring his first year in offiocs, then dropped

222,&.’

23 awrence S Hobart, Coverrarts Fraca Ceq
3 ?;%f;lg,ot F2:l Yebew (Ann Arbors Institute of
Fublic suzinisiration, iioe 25, University of iichigan,
1958). Pe 10«
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1t 1n favor of the varmin: mseting only. The Tovar-
nor's gta’f anl the prass corps mitially asrse the
sacond »regs conferercs wal unnecessary slace moat
news gste-minz froa the exssutive office sas covereld in

1]
tha aarming meatlag.24

Thie afteruoon press conlerencs
13 revivaed occaslonally when Loportaat news dreals
later in the day.

o set rule deteralnes whether or not the
Covernor na¥es an openliy stateuent at a press con-
ference. “hen ha makea a forual amouncenent, he reads
it at thue bezsinnins of the sesslon and coples are dise
tributed to the reporters present, If he has no opene
in statenent to make he begins the sonference with
"I've got nothing in particular in mind, 2o you
fellows?" or words to that effect,

“he precs conf{erences &are inforuel. The
Covernor greets eanch reporter as he entere, usually by
riane. He replles to questions by addressinz the re-
porter by naue, hen an gannouncerent is rade or when
the press conference tales plece at a time when rost
news of state govermuent involves a single issue, the
entire sesslon might be concerned with one toplo. At

other tines reporters' questionsumigcht cover six to

241114,
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eight issues. EHarmon alerts the GCovernor to gquestions
he expects to come up during a press conferenoe.25 Heo
end other members of the Covernor's staff supply
docunents that mizht be needed in answering questions
and attend the press conferencea to assist the Governor.

The Ainformality of the press conferences allows
the press corps to bring up any subjecte If a question
is asiked that GCovernor houney does not wish to answer,
he shows no reticence in declining to comment. At
times the informality evelves into a friendly chat be-
tween reporters and the uovernor.zc’

The length of esch press conference varies with
the 1ssues involved, but most conferences last between
fifteen and twenty minutes. Each press conference 1is
recorded on magnetlsc tape. The tape serves a double
purpose, protecting the Governor against possible mis-
quotation and providing iiarmon with a verbatim record
of Lomney's statements on certain issues., Transorips-

timms are not distributed to reporters, but any newsman

251114,

26At one press cornference the writer attended,
the discussion turned to the Governor's recently decorw
ated outer office, and a reporter conmmented on an eledw
tric ash tray on one of the new tables, Ronney had not
seen 1it, an? acked on side to brirgs it in. The Governoyr
and several reporters spent two oxr three minutes playe
inz with thepgadeet,
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wishing to check on a direct quote can éain access to
the tapes through larmone

Rorxney mokes it a point to know the newsmen on
the Capltol beat and tries to anticlipate what a Yo~
porter is looking for durinr a press conference Oor an
interview, Ue wabtches ths richizan prass closely,
aally reading both Letroit papers, the Grand Rapids
iress, fontlac fress, and langing State Journale. He

also reads the jew York lines, yhristian Sclence
{onitor, and several weeily news magazlnen.27

Private Interviews

Covernor Rouney's practice of holding daily
press conferences reduces the number of requests from
the press corps for private interviews., Often, however,
individual reporters have quastions they do not wish to
ask at press conferences for fear of tipring eoff other
revorters on exclusive stories, In such cases, private
interviews with the Governor are requested,

liost private questionine of the GCovernor takes
place immedisately after a press conferencas. A reporter
can merely “stay after school" when the other reporters
have left. Such interviews are rererally short and ine

volve one or two questions,

27 ibid,e
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At other times a reporter wishing to ask the
Covernor a question rnust go throuch Laimon or Romney's
rersonel secretary, Krs. liargaret (feg) Little. Often
Earmon or i.rSe Little zet an answer froa the Governor
for the reporter, At other tines a briel 1interview or
telepiioris convarcation nay be arransed.

ceveral tlices a year the Governor submits to
group interviews by rmenbers of a single bureau,
Generzlly these interviews take place at tha end of the
year, during an eloection canpalsn, or at & time when a
sinxle inportant issue such as the budget dominates

the news,

Press Releases

IFress releases, called "handouts" by reporters,
dally cran the press roon pigeonholes assirned by nane
to each reporter, They core from the nineteen major
departments of state povermuent, lepislators, lobbyists,
the gtate central committees of the two major political
parties, public smervice organizations, professional
assocliations, univercities, and a nunber of other

orranizations. lNany handouts are useful to reporters;
others nre dlscarded.<d

25- arald Jenes relr, "Covernment iubliec Ree
lations and the Press: The Nichizan Executive Granch"
(vnpibllished rester's theeis, School of Journalisn,
liichigan ttate University, 1966), ppe 67-68.
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~he executive 9{fice dovs not 1ssue asmrany
randovts as core arencles of state governwent krown for
the proluclivity ef thelr i ireocrerh vackines, [iarmon,
U0 wes on the recelviny end of the handouts for
geveral years, o2nierslly secs to 1t that only leszitie
p:ate news rather than vropavawia is contmired in the
exocutivs release.l’

A fes subtlaties iniizate the i-portance of the
executive handout. :ost haniouts reach the press rooa
via secretaries or uessencers, I[hls 18 nol s0 with
far..on's roleases, 9Oftan, he passes then out to indle
viduel reporters as thay enter & press conference.
then he icsnes a releags later in the day his secretary
calls the press yoon to alert reporters that a handout
iz coninre vhen the relecses are resiy, the press roon
panazer personally ricks them up from [arnon's office.

o9t erecutive relsares involve news “made”™ by
the Covermor-e-announcenents, errointnents, positioen
gatatezenta, These are tinel by Farmon to secure the
best play fron tne “overnor's point of view, Important
storiea or scories that yrortray tha Governor in a
favorabls 11sht are tinzd o appaaT in ths afternocon
vapers, so they are releassd early in the norning.

18383 Luportant news Or rewd thiat 13 less favorable tow

a—

2T b ayrg o g it e, fYre 17, 1066
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ward the coverror migkt be released Just dbefors noon
when reporters for afterncon papers are facing a dsad-
line and are elzeady invrolved in other breakling newa,

o conpensate, the eirolt I'mee Trosz, the state's only

ceneral clrculatlion vornlnge paper, souetliies 13 glven a
break by tialng thae release of an anpointnent or

announcenent to accornmolate its later deadlinae.’?

”~ - S 3" x e gy Y
pvernm Lormeyy ng g Verrevalrey

I'rinarily Yecaure of the job he rolds, Governor
Lomney 1s unloudbtedly the stafe's .08t inportant news-
narer, iearly every action by the Covernor, official
and unofficlel, 15 of interest to the press, His
officlal esctlions are muerous and can be broken down
into executive functions (adrinistrativs supervision,
executlon of laws, appointrents, bulget preparation,
rillitary conrandere-in-chief, and cerzzonisl head of
state), lesislative functionsg (veto pover, calling of
3peclzl cessions of the leglslature, prepération and
precentatlon of legislative prograns, and vassages to
the leglslature), and judiclzl functioas (pérdons. re-
prieves, co-mutations, &nld the power to azx for opinions

froz the attorney general).31

201bid.
3l.ichigzan, Constitution, Art.5, sec, 1=19,
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alty, Indamall thay sovarnars oF 821 fAfty 2tatea actorle
1as Lo tis coassitulional powors vesisl ia thes a3 sn
Indication of tholr poliltical povers waily sixteon
Joverory ronbed hizhar thaa tlchlgan‘a.33 “he data
Loel Lo €onzils tha [Achlimn Anizz, havever, wag basel
on the 1,0, eoasiiilution. .he stata's nex conztitution
provides for oven aorye sxecutive powrer ani would rank
sdehisma hAsher on the iniexesJ

ractors othar then his positleon contribute to
Covernor honney's potential &s 8 nevanaver, Almost
fro: the beacinning of hia poliilcal carser, founey has
besn procinently zentiocnsli as a potential sepudlican

precidentisl candidate.’* +his adds to tha news value

2Zjosenh &, “ghletincer, "The Folitics of the
ixeotive,” 1011%3ce in the Avericen Ctates, ede Lerbert
Jacob and Fepnath -, Vinse {eptany 1ittle, Drown and
VOTTENAY ¢ 19‘@5). Pe ciFe

“Jirtervien with Josenh A, Schleainger, proe
feaszor of rolitical snience, #iskipnn “tate University,
weC 2-:. l;IGC.

. 2%avid he Jones, "ihla Aepublican for 1368,"
ey Yawe Tiveq Yerecire, Peh, 27, 1054, v, 20,
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of his statenents on natiomsl and international subd-
Jeots, and, assuming he does have higher political
aspirations, nay acoeunt for his willingness to cemment
on such subjects., He is also the head of his state
party organigation, and as such is in the aiddle of the
GOP's political wars and intramural oenflicts. Frem
1964 to 1966 Romney and his lieutenant governor,
William G, Milliken,35 fermed the sole Republican pewer
base in Michigan since all other elected members of the
State Administrative Board were Demoorats, the legise
lature was centrolled by Demecrats, and a majerity of
the Supreme Court justices were Demcorets.’’

Ronney's fanily and his aoctivities away from
the statehouse also make news. His deep religious con-
vietions, his total abetention from all stimulants in-
eluding tea and coffee, his practice of fasting defore

35x1ehigan, C tion (1963), Art. 5, ses. 21.
Provides that governor sutenant governor be
elected together.

”snpm Court justices are elected on a nen-
partisan dasis in Nichigan, but are, in fact, affilia-
ted with the two major politieal parties. Article 6,
section 2 of the provides that
incunbent justices may e idates for re-eles-
tiondby affidavit. No provision is made for the nomie
nation of non-incumbents except that it "be in the
namner prescribed by law.” This leaves the nomination
of noneincumbents to the party eonventions.
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making major declslon,’ and his habit of playing a
dozen quick holes of golf at dawn and using three or
four balls at onoc,38 all have been featured in news-
paper and magazine articles nationally as well as in
lHichigan, Feature stories also have been written about
hls wife, whose personal appearance schedule sometimes
rivals his ovn:39 and his song, Kitt and Scott, both of
vhom gserved abroad as lNormon xmissionaries during part
of Romney's 1noumbency,“° Romney was, of course, no
stranger to the state's front pages even defore he en-
tered politics, As president of American lMotors
Corporation he was a prime newsmaker in a state whose

econouy turns heavily on the automobile industry,

37ann Arvor News, Dec. 9. 1962,
3suskeron Chronicle, Oot. 30, 1962,
39r1int Journal, Octs 17, 1962,
40ann Arbor Fews, June 11, 1966.



CHAPTER IIIX

THE MICHIGAN DAILY PARAZC3: ATTITUDIS
TOWARD GOVERIOR ROMINEY AUD
SELF=-EVALUATLION

The influence of newspaper editors and editor-
ial writers can be an important asset or a burdensonme
l1ability to any politieian. The managers of the press
can open an important line of communication beeweon the
candldate and the voters and between the public offi:-
clel and his constituents. They can give the politie
clank ideas public endorsement or publiec ridioule.t
Transformed into the typogreaphical makeup of front
pages, thls influence can determine which side in an
election or a political ocontroversy receives more pub=
1ic exposure. In short, this influence is a factor in
the political procoss.z

This chapter explores the attitudes of editors

lJamou B+ Gregs, "lewspaper Editorial Endorse=~
ments and California tlections, 1948-62,* Journalism
Quarterly, XXXXII (Autumn, 1965), p. 534,

2Georgs L. Bird and Frederic E, Kerwin (eds.),
5 (New York: Frentlce-iall, 1951)
PPe 330-331.,
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anl editorial writers of Fichisan dally newspapers to=
vard Covernor Seorre Ronney. It also contains an
e7aluation of the Fepubllicen gy-pothles of the Fichizan
rrecs and data relative to tha pubtlis inare of Covernor
Fonnsy in the state., 71he purpose of the chapter is to
dezonstrate that Covernor Ro-ney enjoys the editorial
suprort of the Fichi~an rress, but even vore important,
to daonstrate the derres to which the state's press
supsorts hi=,.

logt of the data in this chapter stens frow
quesiionnaires returnel by editora and/or editorial
writers representing twentyeone dally newspapers of
renersl circulatisn in Kichigane3 Althouzh the saxple
nuibers less than half of the fifty-one dally papers in
tho state, it repragsents every georraphical area in
t.ichlran with the exception of the eaztern Upper
Feainzula, 7The two larrast papers in the astate are ine
cluded as well as sous of the srellest dailies, Table
1l correlstos thne totzl clrculatiom of the papers in the
sairple wilth tha total weekday and Zunlay ciroulation of
ell Cally papers An Fichisan.

ihus, aprroxlizately 70 per cent of the total
dally eirculation anl £0 per cent of the totsl Sundasy

J-ee Appeniix DI,
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TABLE l.--Correlation between total circulation of
Michigan dally newspapers and newspapers represented
in the sample®

Total State Total Sample Percentage of Total
Circulation Circulation State Circulation

Weekday 2,351,091 1,606,856 69.5%
Sunday 2,039,664 1,680,569 82.0

circulation in ths state are represented in the sample.
Clirculation figures are provided in the graphic illus-
trations of the responses to add relative welght to the
answers, Table 2 lists the 21 papers couprising the
sample and their weekday clrculations.

This chapter involves almost entirely endorse~
ments and criticisms appearing about Governor Romney in
editorial rather than in news columns. It concerns
editorial opinions rendered by Michigan editors. No
attenpt was nade at & content analysis of news columns.
Some material appearing in straight news columns is

involved, however, Democratic charges of a "Romney"
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TABLE 2.--llame and cilrculation of newspapers com-
prising the sample

Newspaper Circulation

Al em News...............‘................. 9.825

xnn Es-o-r I]ewsooooo-ooooooo.oocooooooooooooo 33.162
e Cre Qp-irer ADA NOWB.cecooconcesen 39.679

& CIt Tmes........................‘..... 38'984
mNews..ooooooooooo....oo.ol. 6o°67
Coldwater mi%y HePOYteYs cesecscccscssscnces 6. 03
DETTOLIT FIree PreSS..eseesscsssscccccscsccess 509,410
DetmTE Iews..........‘.................'... 682.83“
ESG&D&E irﬂssoo-o-.ooo-oooooooooo.ooooooooo 10,229
H gdale Dally NeWS.cceocceccsccccscsccscccce 8.517
Jackson-~C zen-Patrioticececccccnccccccnene 38.6"5
&Lmzoo GazZett@eiecccsesvecsvsccecscccacnces 55.091
Lu([I!EEOﬂ e N IIImmmmmmmImIIommmn 6.175

Ma.rguetse ME{!E JOUXNAleceevcscsosnsscssscose 16 360
M Da lx NOWSseesssssssssscsscsecsscscces 13:5 1
lionroe Evgglggg OWS s oeseosessscensosscnccsces 22. 1
MUSkﬂon C!Eg ClBevscsssscscssvcscovcvscscnccnsce ug.gﬁg
Port guronT OS“HQ& s sssssssssccsssssese 3

Ste JOSGE'I Hera d-Prgss..................... 6:369
S

urg.ls Jou:l:m.......................-u... 8.238
YES 1lantl PreSScesesccscvsccsccccsecssscsncoe 11,933

press refer often to news stories. Likewlse, it must
be assumed that certain facts appearing about Governor
Romney in news stories contribute to his public image
in the state and therefore help determine the publiec
image factors mentioned in thils chapter.

A _"Romney" Press
No stranger to lMichigan readers as president of
Auerican liotors and head of Citizens for Michigan, George
Romney recelved his first extensive exposure as a
politician during the Constitutional Convention of

1961-62. The convention received a maximum of news
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coverazs, and Romney, & vice-president, leader of tha
moderate Repudblican faction, and candidate for govere
nor, vas tha chief beneficiary, One reporter wvho
covered the conraatim racalls:
a) I cane %5 raaliza quiskly whils sovering Con-
Con that any story I wrots that nantisned Homney
hizh in thae lead or am3uing paraxIra>hs was a likely

candidate for pazs ons. On3 3tory was frankly en-
berrassing. O a Tuesday, Ronnzy callsd in re-~

O

porters to %ts8ll thenm that on Thursday hae woulld sube
mit a proposal for »adistrictinz ths 3tate legise
laturs and Concrsassional diasrista, Ths next day
ny story was not only on paz® one, it carried a
double sight~colina damsre Tha sudbatance of the
story was nothin~ mores than this: Gaeo>»re Romnaey
has a p].anz but nobady knowa yet what 1¢ is and
Romney won't tell until tonmor=ovw,
lomney was a newsmaksr n2% only as a delemate
to the Constitutional Convantion, dbut alao after Febe
ruary 106, 1562, as an announced GOP? candidate for gove
ernor.b During the first six months of 1962 Romney's
rane also appeared in editorials and opinion columns.
A number of papers editorially praised Romney for his
rart in the conpromise bestween moderate and conserva-
tine Neputlicans during the convention that had a major

effect on the final product.5 will Muller, Detroit

521;95 Jovrnal, Feb. 10, 1352,

. 5ggtg¥%§ lews, rarch 18, 1962; Detreit Fre%
resg, iarch s 1502% Sazinaw llews, Karch 17, 1952%
Ann Arbor lews, March 19, 1562} gackson Citizen-Fatriot,

Farch f9. 1962,




’eva colunrist, looked shesd in a plece on Jamery 14,
1662, centerad around Rorney's dirth in Fexlco and his
elipgibllity for the prezidency of the United States.6
'ntionelly ermdicated colitmniets noticed hin, Willian
3, White conrared him to Vendell 1llkie, the 1940 GOP
derkhorse,? and Fernuis Childa rew a potentially bright
politicel futire for Ronney.a
~one Yichigan Democrats credited the press with

Rorney's onick rise to pnlitlcal‘promlnence. One of the
first to notice wlth =ome dismay the arownt of erxposure
Rormmey was recelving was Jeroma P, Cavanagh, the 33=-
yeor-old Detrolt mayver ~nd somewhat of a »ising star in
iiichiran pnlitics himself, Cavanach sald, in a speech
in Detroit, that the news nedia were attenptinz to
"folist" Lorinay on the pudblic:

It has prohebly occurrad to you trat 1t 1s inleed

renarkable that the popular vehicles of communie

cation have suddenly tosether discovered a perw

sonality whose activities in politics havs been so

lirmited that his party identification has been

until recently in doubt. Suddenly you have been

made aware of the virtues of this personality and
his probable availability for the highest offices

6ﬁu11er wvas one of thoss who pernetuated the
story of Fancho Villa chasing ths :lonmneys into Texas.

7oetrolt Naws, Jan. 25, 1752,

21v14,, July 6, 1962,
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in the state and nation. Without a long cultivae
tion of publiec opinion by this individual, or those
in whon he confides, he 18 thrust onto the front
vraces of nost of the newspapers in the nation and
the alrwvays treated to long descriptions of his
fornidable position in the political party to which
he, hirself, only recently took care to limit hime
self to county identification.

The analogy must be striking to you who are
doing your best to keep yourmlves well informed on
isgues and candidates., Ask yourself in all faire
ness how it 1s that the near-total press of the
country has so suddsenly arrived at the same ocone
clusione=that a .vreat and sutstanding figure 1is
energing from relative oblivion to the center staze
both in your state and in your nation,”

Cavanagh asked rhetoriocally if it were not dane
gerous that "a strange alliance on the part of the
proprietors of the press should feed this to the public
es news rather than propaganda.” He told those present
to worlz within the political parties to "eliminate the
danger of dictatorship and political monopoly from
those who control the vehicles of communication,l9

The Detroit mayor esoncluded his speech with an
inplied accusation of a deal hetween Romney and the

lords of the presss

9Detroit News, Jan. 18, 1962, At the time
speculation was running strong that Romney was going to
announce hils candldacy for governor soon. FKe had ene
tered the Constitutional Convention vowing not to be
controlled by any partisan interests and calling hime
self only an "Cakland County Republican."

101p1a,
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It 15 hardly conceivable that the man now being
treated to this colossal effort to so0lidify public
opinion in his dehalf, 18 not aware of the enormous
job being done by the coumerclal precs. ¢ o« « LOW
did sll these powerful interests come to the same
corclusion all at the sane tine? Is this possibly
a miraclse? Could thls mass circulation miracle
have been achieved by a citizen of outstaniing
8kxills, even after years of training and devotion to
& political cause, withoutlgnderstandings and deala
concealed from the publiec.

After the Constitutional Convention recessed iAn
llay, Ronney began his gubernatorial campaign in earnest
and remained in the public eye throughout the summer and
auturn, Democratio charges of a presa buildup econtinued.
John J, (Joe) Collins, ohairman of the Democratic State
Central Committee, charged that the Detroit News tried
“to censor ths people's right to know" by deleting part
of a Marquis Childs column that referred to Romney's
"deal”™ with conservatives during the Constitutional
Convention.12 Detroit lNews editor Fartin S. Hayden
repllied in a statement that “the paragraph was elinmie

nated by our editor in trimming the article to editor-

111b14, Cavanagh's audlence was made up aluost
entirely of teenage reciplents of ocivies awards.
Ironlcally, he never mentioned Romney by nane and a
reporter covering the speech found only two of those
present who knew whonm the mayor was referring to.

12petroit Hews, Aug. 10, 1962,
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1al page space available.”13 Collins also said the
press as a whole was attennting to gilve Lomney an un-
sullied inage and that even his wife, Lenors, was re-
celiving more press attentlon than Covernor Swainson's
wife, Alice,l%

After douney won the governorship in KNovember,
the press was only & few steps away to report his every
nove and word; he has been the state's top newsmaker
eince then. Democrats still decry the amount of news
coverage he receives, Zolton Ferency, chairman of the
Denocratic State Central Committee and Romney's 1966
gubernatorial opponent, told a group at the Detroit
Press Club during the canpaign that Romney was "nmore
of a publicist and propaganiist than a political
leader,”15

to Y ecents
Denocratic complaints of & "HRomney" press are
understandable and justified, at least in considering
editorial endorsements during the GCovernor's three

gubernatorial campalgns,

1i1pia,
141v34d., Aug. 12, 1962,

15Qgtr023 Free Press, Sept. 8, 1566,
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IThe responlients in the sanple survey were asked
who thelr papers supported for governor in 1362 and
1964, Since the questionnalres were returned in July,
1966, several months before papers generally make
political endorsements, the resrsondents were asked
who their papers intended to support in 1966. Eigﬁt
responded that they hal not yet gene on rscord, but
three of those inclulded remarks to the effect that "the
gsuspense 13 not too thiok,"

Table 3 1llustrates the saxples responsea corre=-
leted with the total circulation of the papers falling
into each categorye.

Ione of the twenty-one respondents supported a
Denocrat for governor in 1962 or 1564; eighteen support-
ed Rouney both years, ons supported him in 1964, end
eleven respondents sald they again would support Lomney
in 1966, In addition, those papers supporting Romney
most consistently are the high circulation papers in
the sanmple.

Accoxrding to the }ichigan Press Assoclation and
the Kerubllcan State Central Committee, no record of
all editorial sndorsemnents for Romney hes been compiled,
The sazple is only indlocative, since thirty dally pap=
ers ars not represented, The sauple doces, hovever, re-

present 70 per cent of the weekday circulation in the
state,
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TABLE 3.-=Gubernatorisl endorsements of the sample
correlated with total circulation

Item Total of Total
Sample Circulation

Endorsed Romney
in 1962 and 1964 18 1,581,811

Endorsed nobody in
1962, Romney in 1 9,825
1964

Paper does not en-
dorse statewide can- 2 15,220
didates

Intend to endorse
Romney in 1966 11 1,398,265

Not yet on record
in 1966 8 193,471

As a supplement to the above index, editorial
endorsements were correlated with population. The six=-
tesn most populous counties in Michigan each have a
population exceeding 100,000, These counties are
Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Kent, Genesees, Bay, Berrien,
Calhoun, Ingham, Jaoks&n. Kalamazoo, Monroe, Muskegon,
Saginaw, St. Clair, and Washtenaw. The total popula-
tion of these counties is 6,130,056, or 78.2 per cent
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of nichiamn's total porwlation of 7,823,194 in 1?50.16
Twenty=-two éally papera of senerzl clrculation are printe
ed in theea emmties, Tourteen of vhich ere included in
the sanple, The sditor, manaring editor, or Capitol
burecu chlef of ench of the renzining elght nevapapers
was interviewed by telephone to determine who the paper
supported for governor in the 1962, 1964 and 1966
elections, The results porellelod thepreviocus index:
illneteen of the trenty-tvo vepers supprorted Romney in
ell three electionss one supported him in 1964 end 1966
but no candidate in 1962; and two pavers do not fore
relly endorse statewide candidates. lMNone of thempers
supported the Derocratic cerdidnte in any of the three

elactions,

Editorial Reaction to Komn s Cov
The sample survey indicates editorial reaction
has been generally favorable toward the issues and
policies associated with Romney as governor. Howaver,
the pattern 1s not as consistently pro-Romney as tha?
croated by the nuuber of efitorial endorsements the
Governor recelved during his three camnpalgns. On some

issues the sample splitgdimost evenly detween those who

15U.S. Bureau of the Census, U,3, Census af

Fopulation: 31960. Genexrsl Popu

idchl
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Fal etbioriat et Ay o onesnt of Lovnaey 20 thosd who
et ovoonnt hiia wnanitian,

rafarn Wnins praetioared e rean)fin (oeee, the
romontents vare osel, * et has kean the ovan-all
efitarinl reastion of your parner toinod Tovernar
oDornareetapitive or perative?" “Ye recoomoen Gerone
stratel e porltive overegll reonction, “iX%ean roplled
acdltive, threes Presemlle forverthle,” pold Sro neutxel,
Tores of the prrere In the ¢ernls rererted a rerntiva
recotion tovedl {overmor Ponrers The slixtoen Poe
eroviente who repliel pealtive representel a total
edrcudotisn of 1,583,002 or 97,5 per cent of the totel
ciroulatisn of tha rermrle an? £€,2 ney cont of the
totel elrculatior In tre ctnte, Takle & 11lustroten

tha rennoncen correlated with totel circulaticrn,

“ditarial fenction on Lpacific lsmies
Ctructured lesponens

A e ber of speciiic actioms of Covernor Louney
have proviial materizl for e2itorisl couzast 1 the
fFlehliren rrecg, ‘he responients wers asiel 19 stats
the «lliorial roactisn of thelr reznarse-pozitive or
nerativoe-to eooh of s8iz 12suse olarely asgoclated with
Covermoy Lamneye In zoue cases the papers had not
counented eiltorlally on ons or nore of tha issuea,.

ihelr rooponses ere recorisi in thegrarhs below as "no
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comment,"”

TABLE 4.~= Over-all editorial reaction to Governor
Romney correlated with circulation

Reaction Total of Total
Sample Circulatlon

Positive 16 1,563,692

Negative (¢}

Generally positive 3 28,751

Neutral 2 14,413

Legislative Record
Governor Romney did not have a legislature of

his own exact political coloration during his first two
terms in office. Although Republicans controlled both
houses in 1963-64, the Senate was malapportioned and
was ruled by rural oonservative Republicans who some-
times opposed Romney. The Senate was reapportioned in
1964, a year that saw Democrats win control of both
houses. The respondents were asked the editorial
reaction of theilr papers toward Romney's legislative
record, Table 5 1llustrates their responses,
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TABLE S.=--Editorial reaction toward Romney's legis-
lative record correlated with circulation

Reaction nggélgf Clrggiitlon
Positive 20 1,594,923
Negative 0

No Comment p | 11,933

On the basis of the sample, support for
Romney's legislative record 1s solid. All twenty
papers who had commented editorially on Romney's legis-
lative record reported a positive reaction (although
three indlcated parenthetically they had taken issue
with some of the Governor's specific legislative proe
posals and programs). The twenty papers represent 99.4
per cent of the total circulation of the sample and 67.5
per cent of the total state daily circulation.

Tax Reform
One of the most controversial issues in Michigan

for more than a decade has been tax reform. While
still assoclated with Citizens For Michigan, Romney
advocated tax reforms that included a state lncome taxy
During his first term in office Romney suffered a
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political defeat when he called the legislature into
special session to consider his tax reform program and
the lawmakers rejected it. The i1ssue has divided pol-
iticians in the state, but not along party lines. It
has also divided the press, as table 6 indicates.

TABLE 6.=--Editorial reaction toward Romney's tax re-
form program correlated with circulation

Reaction Total of Total
Sample Circulation
Positive 11 1,004,012
Negative 8 | 588,260
No Comment 2 14,584

Editorial support for Governor Romney's tax
reform program among the papers in the sample has been
cool, but still a majority reported a positive
reaction. The two metropolitan papers, the Detroit
News and the Detrojt Free Press, split on the 1issue,
the former reporting a positive reaction and the latter
& negative reaction. John Millhone, & Free Press
editorial writer who consented to bdeing qudtod directe
ly, indicated on the questionnalre that the negative
reaction referred to Governor Romney's handling of his

tax reform program rather than its substance. Since
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ha Tran Prasg ascounts for the bilk of the clrcue

lation (529,410) of the eirht parers reporting a
ne;ative reactlon, the graph points vp ths fact that
the remcining seven nare snsll circulation dallles. All
geven oxe, in fact, less than 2,000 in circulation,
and £l1 but one are vrinted in sn2ll out-ztate
anrmmities where conservative thepublican opposition

*o tax reform 1s strangast.17

ro)drater

GCovernor Rorney's oprosition to Senator Barry
Coldweter a9 the Republisan candidats for'Proéident was
a matter of record even befors the 1954 Republican Nate
o] Convantion.le Rormney 411 not gurnort the top eof
the 702 tigket durins th2 canpal-m, Coldwatef questione-
el hls narty loralty in a lattar after the election,

asinz the Kichisan governor "'hare were you, Georgze,

17Because some questions on the questionnaire
golicitad material invalving aninisne of the respone
dents and involved some areas not necessarily publie
record, tha writor asreed not to ilentify respondents
unless they indicated they had no objection. In the
casa of the Dotrolt 'ovs, however, circulation figures
ldentify the responient; end in this particular case
the editorizl resction is a metter of recoard, But to
¥scp from possibly coumpronlcing the writer's agreement,
the same 1llbarty 1s not taken with other papers.

130t w1t tTana Tuma 10 1064

‘e
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when ths chips were down and the going was rough?"19
When the votes were tallied, Goldwater lost Michigan's
twenty-one electoral votes by more than a million
popular votes and Romney won a second two-year term in
the statehouse by the fourth largest plurality in the
state'slhistory.zo The press again divided over
Romney's disavowal of Goldwater, but again a majority
of the sample supported the Governor.

TABLE 7.--Editorial reaction to Romney's disavowal of
Goldwater correlated with circulation

Reaction Total of Total
Sample Circulation
Positive 11 1,445,439
Negative 7 92,881
No Comment 3 68,536

Table 7 shows the sample responses. The big
circulation papers supported Romney, while seven small
circulation dailies criticized the Governor.

19Ann Arbor News, Dec. 1, 1966.
20i:achican Nanual, 1963-64, pp. 429-432,



mrine the erring end early surmer of 1666,
founey, whio vizited viet:wem the previous fall, made a
nurber of gstatements on the ronuct of the war there,
alg recxizs clicitad a larce eiltorial reesponse from

the dally presse It was not so mich whnt llomuey sald

T

tat oroupted this editorizl rezpoase es 4t was what he

2,

114 not

4]

aye A viriter for the Zetrolt !'ews eonoluded

that Tonney vacillated, clarified himself, and seeming-
ly chanced his position to the point nodody knew where
he atood.t Rouney's wavering between "heawk™ and
"dove" proved to be frequent fodder for editorial
cartoonistzs.? Table 8 1llustrates the sample editor-
1lal reaction toward Governor Ronney's Vieinam state-
ments.

Vietnan was the only 1ssue on which a majority
of the sanple reported a negative editorial position
toward Governor Romney. The twelve papers criticizing
Ronney's Vietnom statenents represent £5,8 per cent of
the total sample clrsulatlon eamd 50,3 per cent of the
total veclidny circulation in the state. Hof all

eriticlzel Ilovniey for the same reason, Ons eald the

2 - ” ‘ * v
Lrpiae 7, Tana Tuscne zZebtiolt lews, Des. 16,
19454,

22:pa Lppendix 1,
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Governor didn't know enough about the situation to
corment on it, and three sald he was "too indefinite.™
One respondent rega-ded Romney's statements as
"campalgn talk for 1968." Neither of the two papers
reporting a positive editorial reaction gave e reason
for its position.

TABLE 8,=«-Editorial reaction to Romney's Vietnam state-
ments correlated with circulation

Reaction Total of Total
Sample Circulation
Positive 2 534990
Negative 12 1,375,109
No Comment 7 177,757

Speclal Interests
Governor Romney's first political exposure was

as a non-partisan. Citizens for Michigan was organized
on a non-partisan besis. Romney blamed the state's
financlial crisis in 1959 on excessive partisanship, big
business, big labor and big government, and called for
the end of the influence of minority pressure groups in

state government.23 The sample respondents were asked

23petroit News, June 27, 1959.
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what thelr papers had sald editorially on whether or
not Romney llved up to his ideals of independence in

office. Table 9 shows the responses.

TABLE 9.==Ediitorial reaction toward Romney's claimed
independence of special interests correlated with

circulation
Reactlon Total of Total
Sample Circulation
Positive 16 1,522,824
Negatlive 0
Partially Independent 3 36,531
o Cormment 2 47,501

To this graph another item under "reaction" was
added because three of the respondents indicated their
editorial positions reflected only a partial indepen-
dence on the part of Governor Romney. The majority,
however, had comnmended Romney for political indepen-
dence. Those pepers represent 95 per cent of the total
sample circulation and 64.7 of the total state weekday
circulation.

The respondents were asked the editorial

reaction of their papers to a sixth issue--the possi-
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bility that Governor Romney might leave the statehouse
in the middle of a four-year term to run for Fresident
in 1963, Only two of the twenty-one papers had
cormented editorially on the subject. Several indi-
cated they would approve of such a move should it de~
velop, but said they would not go on record until that
time. Ironically, the two papers that had editoriall-
ged on the subject both criticized Romney for being
too politically ambitious. Since nineteen papers had
not commented on the iasue, it was not usod‘tor.analy-

sis in this study.

Edltorial Reaction on Specifiec Issues:
Non=Structured Responses

A more open~ended approach than that used ahove
was utilized to determine which issues associated with
Governor Romney had been most oriticized by the sample
papers and which had been most applauded. The respone
dents were asked, "vhat policlies or astions of the Cove
ernor have been criticized in your editorial celumns
most severely? which have been supported most
ardently? Respondents were asked to give one or two
examples of each. Following is a complete 1ist of the
issues oriticized by the papers in the sarple, presen~
ted in no particular oxrder:
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1. His tactless treatment of other Republiocans
in the early stages of his career, the timing of his tax
proposals, and his espousal of lowering the voting age
to 18

2. Fsilure to take advantage of present laws
to get a better administration of driver'’s licenses

3. Veto of a Hill to abolish the office of
county coroner in Kichigan, and statements on Vietnan

4, Federal-state relations in the social wel-
fare field .

S« Fiscal reform

6. Veto of a bill to abolish the office of
county coroner

7. His "namby pamby" Republicanism and his
lack of support for other Republiocans, especially
Goldwater

8« Fiscal reform and personal interference in
local elections

9. His double talk and his "preaching"
10, Vietnam statements
11, His eys on the presidency in 1968 while

iskéng ¥ichizan voters for a third term as governor in
J0

12. His wvagueness on Vietnam and his fallure at
times to realize his obligations as a party leader

13, His hadbit of sounding off 6n international
problems without a real clear pattern to suggest

14, 5ls fajlure to propose a specific tax re-
form proposal, his tardiness in namins = state mental
health director, his compliance with new programs of
stats ald to echurch related schools, and his inconsis-
tencies on Vietnan

15. His espousal of a state income tax

16, Tax reforn
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Five of the twenty~one papers had not elitore
1ally criticized Romney on eny 1s§ue. £lizninate Viet-
nam and tax reform, and Romney has not been criticized
by a slgnificant number of the sample papers on any
other issue. Some papers oriticized the Covernor only
on minor, often provincial isgsues, such as driver's
license administration, and for vetoing a bill to
abolish the office of county coroner in Fichigan.
Three papers listed aomney'g fallure as & partisan as
one of thelr price criticisms, |

Following 1s a complete list of the issues
supported most ardently by the papers in the sanplet

l. Removing tolls on the Fackinae Bridge, which
Romney has advocated -

2. 0Ois general views on traffic safety

3+ Realistioc approach to state problers
4, Fiscal Judgment

5« His antiesocialistic views

6« Fiscal attitudes and traffic proposals
7. His strength as an administrator

8. Administrative reform

9. Tax reform

10. Tax reform
1l. Tax and governmental agency reforn

12, 7ax program, appointments and legislative
prograns
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13. lLegislative progsrans aal role at the 1964
Repudblican convention

14, Tax progran and reduotién of Hackinao
Bridze tolls

15, =>asic thesis on federalisnm

2Ax resprondents listed no specific 1ssue on
which they had strongly praised Homney edltorially, and
a’aln provincliallism entered the picture as two papers
had most ardently supported the Governor in his

attezpts to lower the tolls on the liackinae Bridge,

Evalustion of Bditorial Reaotion

on Specific Issues

On the basls of the sample survey, Governor
Romney enjoys the over-all editorial support of tho
state's dally newspapers. lHe enjoys this support on
the most controversial issues facing the state, ine
cluding tax reforme The 1ssue on which he has been
eriticized nost severely has been his statements about
the conduct of the war in Vietnam, an isgue of direct
national rather than state izportance,

No single 1ssue appears to have rallied editors
behind the Governor, and no single state issue appears
to have alienated thea from him. Only tax refornm
8lgnificantly divided ths press. It is the only issue
- appearing on the respondents® list of "most severely

oriticlzed” as well as "most ardently supported®
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issues., Still, a majority of the pepers in the sauple
supported the Governor on fiscal reforn,

Although nineteen of the twenty-one papers
reported elther "positive"” or "generslly positive!
over-all editorial reaction toward Romney, the
questionnaires indicate no single issue is responsible
for this supports It is even difficult from the re-
sponses to discern a conbination of issues that have
won the Governor this over=all support. This pattern,
or lack of a pattern, of editorial reaction to specific
issues suzgests the possibility that such individual
issues ars of less luportance than the traditional
Republican sympathies of the Nichigan presa in accounte
ing for Governor Romney's favorable position in the
state's editorial columns, Thus, the following attempt
was made to determine the degree to which the Miechigan

press favors the GOP,

ihe Mich ess Selfe- vatie
The pulse of the Michigan press sugzests a def-
irite Hepublican heart, The degree of Republican
eynpathy 1s probebly immeasurabls, although the twentye
one editors and editorial writers returning the
questionnalires provide some indication. They were ask~

ed to classify the I‘ichi®n press as a whole into one of
‘four categories rangine irow *solidly Repudblican® to
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"non-partisan.” Thelr responses are illustrated in

table 10.

TABLE l0.--Respondents classifications of the political
sympathlies of the Michlgan press

Total of Total
Sample Circulation
S0l1dly Republican 0
Generally Pro-Republican 13 1,438,568

Objective, with only a
slight tendency to favor 6 142,824
the Republican party

Non-Partisan 2 25,464

Although none of the twenty-one respondents
classlifled the liichlgan press as "solidly Republican,"
nineteen gave the press a GOP direction. Thirteen, a
rajority, classiflied the press in Michlgan as "generally
pro=Republican,” and six sald there was at least some
tendency to favor the GOP, Only two respondents said
the Michigan press 1s non-partisan., The welght of the
najority responses is enhanced dy circulation figures.
The thirteen papers calling the lichlgan press "gener-
ally pro=Republican" represent £9.4 per cent of the
total sample circulation, and 60.8 per cent of the
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tectal state weokiéay clrculaeticn. [ore thon §0 per cent
of the rocpondents representiinz G8.7 per cent of the
total sarple circulation s2id the Fichircan precs was at
least slightly pro=-ilcpulllcan,

LAs vas done vith editorisl reaction to especifie
isguecs, the respondents were given the oprortunity for
a less structured, nore open ended expression of their
ousorvatlicns in thils ercae. In this case, The raecpon=
dents vare acled to conpere komney's treatiient by the
"ichiran presas with the treatnent given his two pre-
cecessors, GCovernors Ce lennen Williars and John B.
Cwalnson, both Denocrats, The respondents were asked
"would you £ay Rorney enjoys a better press than
¥11llans or Swaeinson? ¥hy or why not?m24

Fifteen respondents indicated Romney has a
better pross than did his two predecessors. Two sald
Ronney's treatment in the state's press ia the same as
that given williaxs and Sweinson (the sa:ae tuwo ree
sponients, incldentally, who labeled the Kichigan press
"non~partisan®)., Two sald Romney's press is about the
sare as vwilllams'! but better than Swailnson's. One re-

spondent sald Willians had a better press than Rouney.

2iyq grephic 1llustratlon sas attempted because
the resnonses were unstructured and sore nececsitated
interoretation, iiot all fell neatiy into the catezories
in which they were placed,
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One 414 nct answer the queestion.

Yore sirmificant than the raw totsl of respon-
édents allovinz Romney the betfer press are the reasons
they gFave., Iicht of the fifteen g2id 1t 12 due at
lecst in part to the Nepublicen noture of the !'ichigan
precs, S1x of the renaining seven cormented to the
effect that “"fomney heas done & better Job," irdlcating
a2 rersonsl if rot a political preference for the Govere

nor.

Ihe Romney Inace

A discussion of the public inage maintained by
Covernor Iorney in Michigan is appropriate here for two
reasonse Ffirst, the press, as the prime vehicle by
whilch information about the Covernor is communicated to
the recple, nust bear & larse shere of the responsibille
ity for this irages Second, editors nmust have aoms
knowledge or at least opinions on Romney's irage armong
thelr readers to reet their job dexands,

The questionnaire recpondents were asked "ihat
aspects of the Goverror's administration or personal
1ife do you think contribute moat significantly to a
favorable publio imare? that aspects have hurt his
inage?" Ry corpering positive and nerative aspects it
i1z possible to construet an indicaticn of his public

inage, if not a truly seiontific profile,



51lovAns dw a cornlaete Yint gf the nonltive
factors aiven by the editors:

l. Tha inte~ration of his »ersonnal philosophy
with his adninistrative actions; his concerm with huran,
neral vnluen

2., (Cood rorls

3¢ Intesrity, filacal resnomoibility

L, Yonoaty amd his chrrmin~ wife

5. Tersomal enercy and ponlitical ztahility

6. Els "rorality” stance, Iis positive
apnroach, reflecting neither doctrinaire liberalisn nor
conservatisn to nost atate problens

7. s intecrity

e Yila evidence of a sense of conviction and
delication; his willingmess to gresp wipleasant prode
lens

9. FHis bdusiness sﬁocoea. his record as govere
noxr, and his upright personal life

10. Fersonality, sincerity and willincness to
work

1l. Fis consistancy on tex reforns his dis-
avowal of John Dirch surports his obviously clean
personal life

12 “he nan's personal energy and sometimes
blunt peavner of shenking

13. 1513 obvious sincerity and personal
intesrity

1%, Inage of strength, morality and drive

15« 13 administration's freedom from any hint
of scandals hls inare of non-snoking, non-Arinking,
athletic Christian &ood behavior
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1. ILwouney hos been Llessed with @ very favore
able econonisc climate., }is personal life benefits fronm
1is ablllity to projeci an lusge of licnesty and whole=
soneness

17« Church assoclations non~smoking and none
urlbising

1le Te has e captivutinrg personslity, cone
vincing and pleasing in television appearsnces, frankly
rell-lous, devotedi to farily life, and 1s alded by a
talented and charing wife

19« ¥1llinmmess to listen to public views dut
seldou chunges LlWw own

20, Yls over-all career

21le HUis intellectiol honesty

Lceordlng; to the ebove observers, the positive
factors in Covernor iomney's image add up to & olean
livin® dynamo possessed of high intellectusl and rorsl
qualltles ond a keen sense of dedication. The ncsative
espects reported form the following list:

l, Forelgn policy statements

2, His fallure to run the first time for gover-
nor 1In suppoxt of other CGOP candidates

3¢ 18 &mace hsant't been hurt

L. Uninform.eld rerarks on certain subjacts

5. i.one

6s Tenis to hipe-shoot, partiocularly vhen in
the national spotlizcht; he is learning politics
rapldly, but et tizes is still too arbltrary

7« .Giona

Ce Choerging nis nind on come policy zatters
and his low bolling point
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Je  Dvara.ltloa Joxr Cur groesllzacy Lnld hic

coibtful i.epublicanisn

10, &is religlon anong ilerroes

1l. IZfforts to rids Lwo horzege-state and
antlonale=gl Lo swis Vins

.~ - . Yy » ..
Ze Uiz toalrawy Lo zhaia un tha

his party

*oaneeks” Ain

13, ¥Fis sensitivity to criticisn

14, varue pronouncacents on toplcs outsidse hisa
roal aran

15 nrly ia oifine, ao:.a political meiviey the
fecling he was running the adzinistration li<e an auto
ca manyi Tom™ thesatly pn neangiomal recalcitrence

13, ily {naistence on romlizine, Injecting ree
1i-ious convietions 1nto his speeches

7. .one
l.e .o dazane to hia luaze

2. Siming of the 1355 mployent Comrengsatiom
nil1l

20es ione partisuvlarly
£le 1ils pollitical anbltlons are & bit sironz
on the nerative slde, iouney's teadsncy to
comment fraecly o4 wreas cutside hls soncern a3 govere
nor, his “preachling” ardd his sensitivity to critician
hava been noticed, Sizniflcantly, howsver, six ree
spondanita sald 1o asrosts of his eduinistration or

parsonal 1ife have hurt his pudlio inaze,



CEAPTER IV

THE GOVERNOR AND THE CAFITOL FRESS CONFSs
COVERING GEORGE ROINEY

Governor Romney's most frﬁquent contact with
the press comes through the Capitol press corps, a
group whose competence was highly praised by one of
Romney's predecessors. _hortly after he left the
etatehouse in 1961, G. Yennen Williams compiled for the
Univeraity of Michigan's Institute of Fublioc Adminise
tration a resume of his twelve years as Michigan's

governor. - In A Governor's Notes, Williams called the

Capitol press corps "the best in the country,” and said
*I couldn't hold anything from them, I didn't tryee
at least not often."}

At this writing George Romney has been
Flohigan's chief executive for four years. His expere
lences with the Capitol press corps, however, have
covered five years, dating back to the autumn of 1961
when he came to lLansing to help draft a new constitue

1, Mennen Williams, A Covernor's Notes, Instie
tute of Publio Administration, University of hichigan
(Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, 1961), p. 49.

80
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tion for the state. This chapter explores the working
relationship between Governor Romney and the press
corps with emphasis on such key aspects as accessie-
bility, clarity, fluctuation of positions, and sensiti-
vity to oriticism.

The material is drawn from written questione
naires completed by reporters, personal interviews, and
newspaper olippings. All demonstrate the unique
problems. and advantages newsmen onoountep in reporting
on Governor Romney. Seven of the nine Capitol re-
porters quoted in this chapter have covered Romney since
his days as a Congtitutional Convention delezate. ¥ith
few exceptions, they are not quoted dy name.

Unlike Governor wtlltnnc; Governor Rouney's
view of the Capitol press corps is not a matter of re~-
cari. But his techniques and his personal mannerisms in
working with reporters are. Although Romney's politi-
cal experience prior to 1959 was limited to nine months
as an assistant to Senator Walsh, he gained a wide
knovledge of public relatiors during his thirty-year
business career, According to one Capitol reporter,
Romney applied this sxperisnue to politics with such
success that by 1966

b)There is only one genius in political public ree

lations in Michigan and two masters. Paul Weber
(former press secretary to Governor Williams) is
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the genius and the two masters are John kFurray
(former speech writer for Willlams and Weber's
successor) and George Romney.

Romney'!s experience and ability in the area of
public relations help frame this chapter. So do four
factors outlined by Charles Harmon as being what he
considers most important for Romney's ®good" press in
Michigan. These factors are:

l. Tha Republican nature of the ¥ichigan press,
elthouch Iliarmon sald he did not believe this alone
would account for favorable press comment on any state-
wide GOP candidate or official,

2. Governor Romney's accessibility to re-
porters.

3« The personal relationships Governor Romney
has developed with some newsmen that have helped him
understand better the job of the political reporter.

ke The presidential aura surrounding Romney
that contributes to his Aimportance as a news source and
to the anount of press exposure he recelves.?

The four factors given by Harmon are not system=
atically discussed in this chapter. The first and the
fourth factors have already been discussed in this
thesis., The second factor, amccessibility, has been

2Interview with Harmon, Aug. 17, 1966.
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previously mentioned but receives greater treatment in
his chapter. The third factor, personal relationships
with reporters, 1s not singled out for comment, but
becomes apparent in this chapter, particularly in re-
lation to accessibility.

ccessi t

On no roint were the reporters interviewed for
this study more strongly in agreement than that each of
then has as much access to Governor Romney as he needs
for his reportorial assigments. This accessibility
can bs of critical importance to reporters because a
short telephone conversation or interview with Romney
can make the difference between a routine story and a
major one.’ Harmon listed the Governor's scoessibility
second only to the Republican nature of the Xichigan
press in accounting for Romney's good press in Michigan.

Romney's policy of holding dally press conferw
ences and his availablility for interviews when requeste
ed by reporters are prime factors in this accessibile
itye The ease with which reporters can get to
¥ichlgan's ohief executive is not a Romney innovation.
During his twelve years in office, Governor Williams
set an example of accessibllity by holding two press

35upra, Pe8
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conferences & day end maintalning constent conrunie
cation with the press corps through his press secre-
tary, Paul weber.“ fomney continued the tradition of
ecoessibility, though not reluctantly. AZccording to
ilaruon, meeting with reporters, at lemst in Nichirean,
is & part of Homney's Job he &njoys.

lio data on the relative accessibility of state
governors wes turmed up in the review of the literature
for this study, but Willlam C, Kulsea, Capitol bureaun
chief for Booth llewspapers and a veteran of 27 years
covering state govermment, believes no other governor
in the country is more accessible than Michigan's:

Talking with state political reporters at

governors' conferences and conventions througshout
the country, I've come to realize nobody has more
aoccess to thelr governor than we do. lioot of the
boys are anazed at how frequently our man holds
press conferences and how easy it is to get to him
with a question privately.’

Governor fonney's accessibility harks dback to
his inltiatlion Anto Kichigan politics at the Constitue
tional Convention. Cne reporter told of an incident
1llustrating how far Romney would go at that time to

accommodate a reporter:

biovart, pe 10.

5Interview with ¥1lllam C, Kulsea, BRooth ewse
papers Capitol bureau chief, Aug. 19, 1963.
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¢) I had some questions about rizht to work
laws and started the interview alone in a hallway.
He was quite willing to discuss it and we soon
ended up in his office. Before I was through, he
wa3s called to the floor for a vote., Iewsmen were
not allowed on the floor so we completed the
interview by a serles of notes carrial dback and

forth by pages.

Because of his posltioh. a coxment by Romnei
included in a news story can dotermino whether the
story 13 displayed on page one or buried on the inside
of the paper. A case in point occurred on July 21, 1966
when Rouney held an unannounced meet;ﬁa with Vayne
County grand Juror Judee Edward Figgins, A reporter
who heard of the meeting recalled:

a) The meeting was in the Governor's offlce. I
valted outside and interviewed thepartisipants as
they left. 7Then I phoned Rouney for & comment,

Fer Little (Ronney!s personal secrstzry) caught him
golng out the door, put him on the phone, and for
five minutes I puuped out enourh detalls to develop
a story that ran under the main headline the next
day, ¥#ithout Romney's commentary it would have
beer. a very routine plece, ¥ith it, it jumped up
in inportanca,

In the opinlon of most reporters interviewed,
Rouney's accessibllity is true across the board, ke
does not play favorites, thouch, as the following 1list
of quotes points out, some reporters scem to have an
advantage in covering the Governor. All the responses
were to the question, "Does Romney have favorites, ree

portors to whom he is more eccessible?”
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¢) Sure he has favorites, but it isn't a
question of accessibllity. iie shows his favortisn
i1 his derree of answering gnestions, For ine-
stance, to any given question, I think I could get
a wora complete answer than sone other revortaers
and a few could get more out of hiam than I eould,
Jome can ask the mors tleklish gquestion without
rising his ire, I think this has developed from
the treatmsnt he has recelved from the individual
reportser and fronm the paper or papers he represents,
le has & long manory and =orie unkind cuts seen to
stick in his craw, He willl devote more time to
his favoritese-and with a man like Eomney thi~ is
inportant, ‘

8) I don't think Romney shows an excessive
derree of partiality--at least not the kind that
Fresident kKennedy allegedly displayed toward his
pets such ag Charles Bartlett or Joe Alsop, [le's
undoubtedly frienilier to the reporters ha knows
beste I 1lmacine that 4f some guy called up and
gald 'this is Joe Schmuck, I'nm s reporter for radio
station WITL and I'd like to sveak to the Governor,*'
he'd probably bs turned down unless he could pree
sent, & 50114 case for why he had to get in touch,

d) I don't belleve the Covernor l:as favorites
unless they micht be sone of the ‘'ashington people
who have been around the fringes helping with his
rationel telecasts and liashington sprpearances, But
those guys are simply keeping in touch to zet on
the bandwapgon Af lightning hits him 4n 1968, FHere
anybody on the beat short of & bum can get in to
see hinm Af it's necessary.

e) Yes, I think is the honest ansxer, but I
only know one reporter this would epply to end he
hag tried unsuccessfully to avoid this pesition.

f) No, Rommey doesn't seem to show favortiem,
but his staff nanbers seem at times to be more co=-
operative with some media (sic) than with others.
It hasn't to my knowledge worked to enyons's great
or consistent benefit,

£) Domney's accessidility appears to depend on
the reporter's iritlative withouvt playing faverites.

lie 1s much better in tiat respect than Willlams or
swalnson,
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Although accessibility is the rule, Romney has
not adhered to 1t in all eircunstances, lis most noted
deviation came during a neeting of Republican governors
in June of 1964, The meeting, held in Cleveland, pre-
ceded the Republican l'ational Convention by less than a
ronth and the prine topic of concern was the impending
nonination of Senator Barry Goldwater for the presi-
dency. Covernor Williem Soranton of Pennsylvania
openly soucht the nomination in an effort to block
Goldwater, and Nomney was being mentloned as a possible
dark horse candidate, A reporter who covered the
mesting sadd 1t was one of the few times he ever saw
Romney dodge the press)

d) There was a lot of speculation that Romney
would announce &nd try to head off Goldwatexr's
nomination. lixon had privately endorsed him and
nany other governors who were afraid of what
Goldvater would mean in thelr states were urging
him to rune. laturally, the reporters present
wanted to get to Rozney to find out what he planned
to do. V¥ith all this suspense, lLomney merely sent
Dick t'1lliraen (his press gecretary at the tine)
unannounced into the prezs roon to stete informally
that Romney would do all he could to block
Coldwater short of running himself,

On other trips out of the state Romney's access
to reporters has been more limited than it generally is
in lLansing. At the National Covernors® Conference
neeting July 5«8, 1966, in Los Angeles, Romney was

econstantly sought after by revorters, According to
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armon, requests for private interviews were too
nunersus to grant, and only nationally syndicated
coluunist noscoe Druumond interviewed Hozney privately.
Romney held only one open press conference during his
four days in Los Angeles, and two closed sesglons
lixited to about six reporters each.6 iere, of courss,
linited accessibillity is not necessarily contrived by
Ronney, but rather follows from his increasing national
prozinence and the accompanying dsmands of & larger
nuanber of reporters, At thls writing it has not
affected hLls accessibllity to reporters in Lansing.
Lurlng the 1966 gubernatorial caaspalisn he did not

grant interviews in ¥ichisan to any except Michigan re-
porters because of the deiwnds of & large number of
national newsmen.’

In surmary, capitol reporters have little
trouble getting to the Governor because of his frequeat
press conferences and his availability for private
interviexs. It 13 an aspect of his press relatiars much
eppreclated by reporters dbecause it helps them do thelr
Jobs better. ivhen he i1s out of the state, Romnney's
accessiblility is more limited,

6interview with Eaimon. Aug. 17, 1966,
71vid.
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Clarity

Physicel accessibility does not assure a re-
porter of any easy time in covering Governor Romney.
As this section demonstrates, Romney's speaking style
and personal mannerlsms, vhether inherent or contrived,
often meke 1t difficult for a newsman to report the
Governor's statements, This is particularly true of
reporters with little experience in covering Romney.
To help state the problem, the following column by
James Preslin 1s excerpted from the liew York World
Joeurnal Tribune of December 9, 1966, entitled "The

Lancruage of Politics."

He,(Bomney) 1s a distinctive looking man. His
hair, nearly white at the temples, turns to steel
grey and is thick and brushed stralght back, His
eyebrows are protruding and bushy. His ehin is
square, His fsce was peeling from the sun in
Puerto Rico. He was dressed in a light blue suit
and a pastel striped tie.

When he was introduced, everybody in the
crowded ballroom stoocd up. Many did this as a form
of greeting. But many . « . also were standing up
for a better look at where thelr money will be
going in 1968,

Gov, Romney's sveech took about 17 minutes. On
the way in from theairport, he was enthusiastic
about his speech. GLe sald, 'This gives us a mile~
stone. It presents a concrete position.?

He opened the speech with a joke. He sald that
New York had smog and *now we know why Bobby
Kennedy talks throuzh his nose.' The people did
not laugh, and many ocringed. Gov. Romney smiled
good naturedly,

Then he went into his prepared text. In the
first sentence he gaid, ', . . dicspels any doubts'
and he ended it with 'radical change.' He con-
tinued from there., On the second paze he said,
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'« ¢« « The third and better way is to accept the
fact, the necessity and the desirability of changee-
to embrace change and to shape 1t by applying the
proven principles of the past and innovating new
methods to shape a better future,'

¥r. Romney went on., le said ‘Alsddin's lamp.'
we walted for him to say 'Alice in konderland® or
Like T0pEYe o o' but he disappointed. He did
come through with 'product of inertia'® and then
took the great one, the 'straw that broke the
camel's back' and dressed it up to say: ‘. » . &
straw=by-straw move that will someday surely break
the beck of individual initiative.'

+hils Romney spoke, & political reporter who
had covered the Romney speech in Charlotte, N.C.,
opened a notebook and produced a quots from th
governor which read: :

'Kknowing as puch as I do about Vietiam, and I
do know a great deal of Ait, 1've concluded that I'm
not going to make specific proposals until I've had
the opportunity to satisfy myself on certain points
that I don't know enough about,®

The notebook was closed and attention was re~
turned to Romney. ke thumps the leocterm when he
talks. And, living up to his billing as an evange-
1ist, he 8ald this country certainly does go with
Cods ', « « the matchless problem-solving power
enbodled Ain the divinely-inspired Declaration of
Indeperdence. « «' Yet his voloe.is ordinary, even
when he makes it loud.

But what the man sald is a question. You ecan
follow Georze Romney when he talks Af you pay real
good attention. The problem i= that when you ars
finished paying real good atteniiost ty une of George
Rormney's sentences, you are left with nothing exe
cept a man who is running for Fresident and who
seens to have not the slightest ability to use his
own languaze.
...Q..Q...O..00.Q..OQQ..00........0....00..0.0.0.00

Listen to them for a while, these politicians
who want to run us but don't know how to talk to
us, and you begin to think that Farshall MeLuhan
nay not be putting everybody on at s&ll. He oould
be gointlng out a fact, WwWords are going out of
style.

Yesterday George Romney squawked sabout a credie
bility gap in government. Maybe there is. But
maybe the real gap in this country is a comrunicae
tion gap caused by these higheclass illiterates in
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office. How can men lead successfully when they
don't even know how to express themselves in the
languege of the lend?

And now, George Romney, governor of Fichigan,
leading candidate for the Repubdlican nomination for
Fresident, left everybody with this:

'You, as national and socilal leaders, are best
qualified to Innovate, initiate andi orgsanize the
political, soclal and econoric ection necessary to
strengthen the root sources of total probleme
solving action in America and thus preserve Amerioca
as the last best hope of earth,.'

6reslin's column aptly describes the problem of
trying to transform a speech by Romney inte a news
story. Although Romney speaks with much expression and
constant gesticulation, his language 18 ocomplex and his
thoughts sometires impossible to follow. His state~
ments have a ranbling quality reminiscent of President
Elsenhower, He was conpared to Eisenhower by
nationally syndicated columnnist Joseph Alsop:

At intervals the node of utterance is slmost
too bad to be true«-the abstract words too numerous
and nearly meaningless, the syntax too close to
President Elsenhower on a bad day, the sincerity
too close to striking thg note of an advertising
nan's 'sincere’ necktie.

It is the author's cpinion after observing

Romney during press oonferences, hearing speeches and
reeding several hundred of his statements during the
last five years, that the Governor is not careless in

the use of language) rather he strains, often une

8:ew York world Journal Tribune, Dec. 14, 1966.
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necessarily, for the precisely correct word to express
his point. He draws semantic differences that are
often arbitrary and confusing. For exampls, a Fichigan
statute was revised in 1965 to allow public employes An
the state to Jjoin unions. During the summer of 1966
several strikes by teachers and other pudblic enployes
occurred and a nunbexr of contract negotiations were
under way. In trying to 1llustrate the dlistinction
between the public and private sectors, Romney said
publio employes have no right to "collective bargaine
ing,” the word normally used for laboremansagement
negotiations in the private sectors rnther they had
only a right to "collective representation®?

Following are comments by Capitol reporters on
Rorney's clarity arnd the effect it has on the content
of the news stories they turn out:

a) There has been trouble iaterpreting his
words ever since he formed Citizens for ¥ichigan in
1959, lie 1ikes to talk in concepts that can mean
whatever is nost convenient at the time. 'Citigen
Fartlicipation' 1is an exanple. ‘'ctrenzthening the
family as the basic social unit'® is another.
'Return to the principles upon which this nation
was founded'! is a third. And he loves to describe
hinself as being ‘'as progressive as Teddy
Roosevelt, as liberal as Lincoln, and as conservae
tive as the (U.S.) Constitution.' “hat in hell

does that mean? It merely allows hin to identify
with all three of those deities without having to

9Saginew News, July 20, 1966.
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20 on record as being for or aralnst anything.

He elso harps on the subject of 'breaking up excess
concentrations of power, whether anong business or
labvor.’ That's a dandy ideal, but I, for one, pree
fer to hear about gpecifics, and with Romney those
are usually lacking,.

h) Occasionally Governor Romnney has made hine
self incompletely understood and hes had to clarify
& position later. lils position on Vietnam, I think,
has never been better than fuzzy in details ale
thoush I can understand the general tenor. Fost of
the tine he is reasonably clear and frank. I've
not found him evasive.

d) Rorney likes to drag a vell of words around
knotty subjects that come up in questions. If he
wants to hide an answer, or to wvard off more
digerinz questions, his tendency is to launch inte
an exhaustive background on the question and delay
direct answers. 7The man has a habit of the ‘de-
layed answer,' epparently a thought process which
forces him to snub a new question to answer the
" first, For example, he answers one question for a
few ninutes and seeminzly runs out of steam, or
extra points. The next question comes along, but
instead of talking to it he picks up a new thought
on the first, and s0 8d infinitinm,

¢) The bigrest problem of clarity is the trait
he sometimes displays of starting one thought, sude
denly reversing the field, halfestarting over, and
finally coxrleting enother thought. ‘he result is
two incomplete statements irn your :otes, making it
rather difficult to come up with direct quotes,

1) Fis ensvers are unre=ponsive, and too often
thin or hackneyed, He suffers from limited
intellectual resources and a lack of any feeling for
the language.

e¢) One of the biggest changes in Romney over
the last four years is that he now watches his
serantic acocuracye. Ie used to shoot from the hip
when he talked to the press. He now thinks dbefore
e talks and welghs the impact of his words and the
phraseologys. li® now hlides more answers, or delays
then with & *no comment.'
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&) You have to note precisely the words and
phrases he uses to catch thelr exact meaning, FHe
draws shades of dlfference in his selective word
usage, A casual reading of what he says in
speeches, ¢« « O cornents can produce a misundere
standing or a distorted interpretation of his
views. lie uses words carefully for the rost part,
even defensively and protectivelys You can under=
stand him, but you must pay careful attention to
exactly what he says.

All of the revorters interviewed sald Romney's
selection of words sonetimes leads to confusion, but
vary in their opinions on the degree of difficulty in
understandinz what he says, Source "d”, cited above,
added, "You have to pay as much attention to how Romney
says sonething as you 40 to what he says,"

To further illustrate the problem of oclarity
involved in covering Governor Romney, and to set the
tone for a later section dealing with the difficulty
experienced by reporters in pinning Romney down to
specific positions, the followinz transeription of a
press conference that took place June 14, 1966, 1is
presented, In sore ways it was not a typical press
conference. It ran longer than most press conferences,
alnost 45 minutes, The entire period was devoted to
one subjecte-Vietnan, More than a usual amount of
Romney's comments wers read from a prepared text. But
it 1lluastrates his use of the lancuage and his straining

to make certain his points are clear.
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The day before the rress conferencs, Homney
sppeered on the Columbia Broasdcesting Systex publle
affalrs progren "Face the I'ation,” vwhere he made a
nunber of staterents about ths conduct of the war in
Vietnam, Eomney was dissatisfled with the news gtories
emanatins from the interview, some of which attributel
& hawkish position to hlm.lo Ye used the press ocone
ferencs to "clarify" his position on Vietnan,

The coxzplete transcript of the press econference
ran nore than 3,000 words, most of it devoted to
Rouney's statement and re-statement of one basic pointe-
that the United States didn't have a clear cut poliey
in Vietnam and it needs ons. Questions by reporters
are interpolatsd because they were only partislly
audible on the tape., rauses by Covernor Romney arae
also interpolated. The designation "pause” means a
halt of between five anl ten seconds. "Long pause"
deslgnatas a pause of ten to fifteen seconds,

Governor Romneys Let me read you this, (He
reals from prepared notes) lack of time on ‘Face
ths llation' television broadcast last Sunday prae
vented me from fully developing the discussion
started on the conflict in south Vietnan, As a
result some accounts have reported me &s advoe
cating an escalation of our Vietnamese military

efforts 7This is not exnctly accurate., In the tine
avellable I made the® bagis points:

100etrodt Ires Press, June 14, 1966.
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One--and these are all quotes hers froa the
transcript, 'In keeping our comnitments in South
Vietnem, I think the Iresident male a mistake when
he involved us in actual military comdbat on land in
South Vietnam, :

"Imo, 7The one lezitimate basis of our being
there i1s that the people and governmuent of South
Vietnam want us there. I don't believe We have a
right to move into South Vietnam for the purposes
of getting at China,

‘lhrees By going in there dy land we have ine-
volved ourselves in a conflict over which control is
in the hands of the Chinese and HRusslians and not in
our control. I don't think you can bring the enexny
to the oconference table by fighting the type of
linited confliet the Glap (sic) and the Horth Viete
namnese have been advocating all the way along,.

They are the ones who indicate they are prepared to
fight for ten to twenty years.

‘Four. As far as I can see, we neither have an
adequate policy in terms of military result nor an
adequate policy in terms of negotiated settlenent.
ke need to make up our mindis which our objective
1ss. I think this ambivalent position we are in
weakens both efforts. If we sincerely seek a
negotiated settlenent, we should deternine the
basis on which our allies in the Far Fast and other
parts of the world wild support and participate in
& negotliated settlement. We need to know what they
will help us do in South Vietnam, just as we need
to know with ocertainty whether the South Vietnamese
people really want us thers and whether they are
willing to play their full part in winning the
nilitary strugple and an even greater strugcle of
bullding a nation after the military conflict is
ended, The tremendous cost of this conflict to the
United States includes not only the direct loss of
men and heavy experditures of the conflict itself,
but 81850 our position in most other parts of the
world where the effectiveness of our alllances and
relations generally are being rreatly weakened, In
addilition, the war is preventing us from devoting the
tire, enerry, and means needed to prevent South
Vietnarese situations from exploding in other parts
of the world,®
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Cuestion: (Governor, 4id you hzave the
opportunity to make all these four points? 1Is thils
tre transcript you're reading to us?)

Louney: Yes, Aftcr the prorram, we-=(long
rause)--we continued the dlscussion, particularly
rartin Agronsky and I, and ve spent a half an hour
discussinz these additionsl points that I cade in
Ly discuesion with hix, but there~~but there was
not tirce to get on the air, and I pointed outee
(pause)-=and I would have polated out on the alr,
the things 1 have rointed out here, an elabtorationee
(lons pause)--one of ths most bazic points that I
was wakiage. One of the most basic points that I
was making was that our prosranm was inadequate
elther froo 8 military standroint or fron: the
standpoint of a negotiated settlenent, and we
don't really have a policy that is adequate in
either fleld. )

uestion: (Covernor, were you asizing for an
increasse in the militarye-)

nomnney: 0o, I A1d not. I Aild indlcate~=

Cuastion: (~-effort? Doubing of Hanoi and
Eaiphong?;

Romneys XNo sir, I 414 not. In the regular
program I indicated in answers to questions about
the lnadequacy of the military effortse~that we
were bombinag individusle-{long pause)--gasoline
trucks==(long pause)e~and that if we really wanted
to be effective in shutting ofrf supplies, we ought
to <eal with the teosic source of supply and I
referred to the~-(pause)--the supplies in Zaiphong,
but I didn't indicate how to deal with then.
(pause) But that was only in the discussion of
tre fact, the basiz poilnt that the present progran
is nelther adequate from a military standpoint or
from the standpoint of a nesgotiated pesce, And
thet the inadequacy in both directions reanders both
ineffective, low the questioning-~-the the time
percitted questioning on the one point but didn't
peruit questioning ca the other point. And the
other point was dealt withee(pausge)=e-after the proe
¢ram ended and we continuede=
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Questions (lhen you weren't calling for an
escalation of the fighting, the bonbing?)

Romney: I d4ldn't use the word escalation. 1
never d1d, X did iadicats that (several vords in-
audible) end if after deternining what I indlcated
we needed to know, (pause) we declded that our
prolicy shouid be an adequate military policy, then
we ousht to meke it adequate., I did indicate that.
2ut I didn't indicate that that was necessarily
what we ought to do. Apalan, let me read ths four
basic poiuts I wade in the program. (Lere Homney
repeated the four points in thelr entirety,)

000 CPCRCONGOSQO0O0QAQIPNSOEIOGIONOSOORINIOOIOITBOIIOPIOIOIOLOGOOADNIPDPOREOGESETDS

Guestions (Is it acourate to say you would
like to sea a greater military effort?)

Eouney: Inaccuratel That's not sxectly
accurate. Carl, (Rudow, Detrolt Naws) the only
basis of indicating that, and incidently that's
bean indicated in headlines mors than anything
else, in storles I've read. Iut the only basis of
Aindicating that was that when they questioned ne
&oout why the wmilitary effort was not an adequate
effort, I sald in here (referring to traasoript)
that nelther the military effort nor the nego=
tiate--tthen they questioned mes about that, I
pointed out some axanples of inedequacy don't even
involve necessarily essalstion. I cdealt with the
supply situation, I pointed out tha fact that we're
not even wauinz & reaaingful sffort to cut off
suprlies at the present level of sotivity,

Questlons (Did you offer an alternative to the
presant pollcy?)

Romneyt no, the point I'm trying to make here
-=(long pause)e=thit as far as I cane= that nunber
one, we rade a mistalke in getting there. Lunber
two, the control of this conflict is no longer in
our hands, as a result of being thers, it's in thes
kands of China ond flussisa. And nuuber four (sic),
ve're in--~the nllitary effort wa ere making is on
the baslis of the eneny stratecy, not our stretegy.
And number four, that we don't have an adequate
policy elther in terms of wilitary result nor s
negotiated settlement., And that we need to make up
our minds which way--which we are going to do.
Because the inadequacy on both aides is an inade-
quate control.
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Question: (7The word escalatlion has no part of
your whole program?)

Romney: 1t did not, no sir, it does not.
Question: ¥ell Governor--

Rorney: Untll you make up youvr mind, Bill
(vlcea, Booth lewspapers). But ry point 1s at
this point we don't have en esdequate policy either
vieye

Question: (Governor, 1s all this fron the text
or is what you have in your hands an erpansion of
your rexarks after the show?)

Romney: o, the first part is from the tape,
the baslc points that I made in the course of the
procran. Thet's from the tape. Now, the last part
expands the deficlency of the negotlated settlement
in the way the milltary part got dealt with on the
rrogren itself., Because they focused the questions
on the military aspect after I made the statement
that 1t was nelther-~that we neither--we neither
have an adequate policy in terms of nilitary ree
sults nor an adequate policy in terns of negotiae
ted settlements That statement was made pretty
early. In this part of the questioning-~(long
pause while Romney thumbs through the transcript)
-~'As far as I can see we neither have an adequate
policy in terms of military results nor an adequate
policy in terms of negotiated settlement.' Then
after that the questioning focueed pretty much on
the adequacy of the military.

Question: (inaudibdble)

Rouney: Of course not, that's all. Just a
case of time running out ande--

Question: (And your main criticism nilitarily
1s fallure to stop the flow of gasoline and other
suppllies to South Vietnaw?)

Romney:t The gasoline part? Well, let me read
it to yous Let me read you what I sald--(long
pause)=--page 1l8--let me read the whole &nswer to
his questions 'I don't think that we should have
involved ourselves in a laxi war in South Vietnam for
that purpose.' He asked me this:
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' cit, you reject then the slninletratlion

rositisn enuriciated repestedly by Fresident

Johuson tiat 4t 12 ia our nutliorsl selfe-intere

est to be in Couth Vietnan and to reslcect

Lhinese Couninist & :iresszion ot that place??
(ind 1 repled) I (o thlrx we--that our belng there
to Le legiilinte nust ko on the basla of the peorple
of Louth Vietisu vanting vs there to essist ther in
thelr zuslistance Lo nucll aooresulciie 10U 88 far ag
the curvent procran is concexrned, I don't belleve
that our ourrent progran represcnts a clearecut
rolicy. 4As fer as I can see, ve nelther have an
alequate policy in teraus of rilllitary results nor an
adequete policy in terns of negotlateld settlement,
sur policy 1s souewnat 1n confliet in those respects
and 1f we are-~-as lonz asg we are in there from &
cilitary stendpoint, unless the Zouth Vietnauese
reonle and governuent nnke 1t clear they Con't want
us therer aui we resally need to know that very
badly, Recent developnents, 1 think, have caused
many peovle to be uncerteln as tc whether the people
cf Louth Vietnam really want us in there,

'(continuing from the transcript) iiow Af they
really want us in there, then in ny opinion xe
snoula 4o a more vigorous military Job than we are
doing nowe ut I mean thisy I think 1t is rldie
culous Lo bs sending our bowvbers to boub individual
trucis caxrrying ggscline fron lorth Vietnam down
into soutia Vietnanm when we irnore the Tact that 65
per cent of the petrollum, o0l1ll and lubrication proe=
Cucts used by the Yliet Cong axd the Lorih Vieinanese
Lilitary are located in a half-nile by a 1ile area
in the port of .ualphonge And we are ia the ridicue
lous posltlon of tryilug to btomd gas tanks cerrying
fuel down wihen we i-uore thls blg concentration.'

(not resding from the transcript) Now there are
rany ways of denllng with that concentratlion, other
than bombinz 1t, I dida't alvocate~={1lonsg D2use)ee
I Just sald we were ignoring it,.

(returning to the tranecript) 'The supply
si1ips of iorth Vietnaw and the Vlet Conp are egning
1nto the *eitons Blver and up into Caxbodia and the
supplies are belng shipped in there. If we really
nezl to--we reslly nsed to nake up our winds as to
what our real objective 1s soim t2 be here, And I
don't think we have., I think we have an ambivalmnt
policy &t this tire.' NoWe=

Guestion: (inaudible)
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Romney: Well Ie=looke-(long pause)==all I was
rointing out was the inadeauacy of the military
policy, of our policy to--1is golnz to be an ine
adequiate rllitary policy. but tire prevented my
rolatine out the inadequacy of our nesrotiated peace
approach wnich 1 sald was just as inadequate. And
that we need to rgexe un our mind which road we are
roine to po. And we haven't macde up our mind, as
tar as {'m concernei., 1he adizinisiretion is
nelither going aown one road or the other and the
result 1o we have got an inetiective approach in
both fields, in iy ovinion. And we need to make up
our Llnis.

Question:* (What other ways are there to deal
with supply deoots in worth vietmaan besides bombing?)

Roineys i.ook, well, there's, there are xany
otner ways. 1here's aquarantines, 7There's shutting
off ships corning in there with supnlies, There
are==(pause)-enany other ways than bombing.

wuestiont (which would you recommend?)

loineys iooxk, Hocer (Lane, Detrao
irece) am(lone nause)==my basio point 18 Notee
(veuse)=-a specific military tactics. Yy basie
point is tnat we have-s-we haven't made up our minds
as to now we are zoing to deal with this situation.
we're tryins to go in two directions at one time.
And as a result of trying to ro in two directions
et one time, ve're in an ineffective position. Ve
vade & misteke in petting in there. We're in a
oconilict that we can't control the marmitude of.
Ve'‘re following the stratesy of the enenmy,
basicallye aAnd we don't have an edequate policy
elther for nilitary results or a necotiated settle-
wente And we need Lo make up our mindse. Now, in
the process of reking up onr minds, we need to know
two thines that in my orinion we don't know clearly.
“hether the wouth vVietnamere peorle really want us
in there end wrether tney're reslly prepared to
play their full part, and thrhe effort after the
inlllitary conflict: end the second thing that we need
to know 48 on what basls would the nations of theee
our ellies 1n the far ctast and other parts of the
vorld, help us to brins about an homorable and
satisfactory settlement of this conflict. We need
to know those two thin~s and we don't know them.
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Questions (Do you think the South Vietnamese
want us there?)

Romneys ¥Well, I think there are many ways by
which you can judge that., I'll Just say this, that
when they can't compose their differences in war
tire, there 1s good reason to wonder whether or not
they can coilrose thelir differences in peace time,
A3 a r™le, when your very survival is involved you
get tosether a lot easier than you can when it
isn't involved. But they've got an election coning
up and 1t seens to me-«(pause)e=-that we should do
all we can to enable the people of that country to
express thenselves effectively in the election and
to elect a goverment that willl reflect thelr viewe
points in respect to the--(pause)e=-whole situation.

Questions (Then you feel our presence there
should bs deternined by the effort put forth by the
people on thelr own behalf?)

konney: Wwell, that's only ons. I sald there
are two thinzs that we need to knowe I s22id we
need to know what our allies in the Far rast and
our allies in other parts of the world would support
and help us in doing. That's only one aspect of Ait,

Questions Governor, how do we know 1f the
South Vietnamese peovle support their government

and ¥hether or not they can conpose thelr Adifferen~
cesg?

Romneys Why, we certainly have many represen-
tatives in there and we have many people in there
sepresenting use But I think the acid test cones
down to the character of the effort beinsg put forth
by the nation itself and this effort is declining,
it isn't increasing currently, it's been falling
of{ and our role has been increasing greatly., But
agzaln, Roger, I'm not hinginz this solely on what
the people in South Vietnamesee=Vietnane-thinkg
equally inportant, it seeus to me, is the question
of what our gllies in the Far East and our allies
in other parts of the world would be willingee
(pause)=«to help us do.

Question: (Then, Governor, do you think we

shou%? start clearing vp our present policy in sonme
ways
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Romneys We don't have a clear-cut policy. Ve
don't have a clear-cut policy.

Question: Let me put it another wey, Governor,
(you're not talking about escalation, deescalation,
OX=e)

Romneys JSure, and in my opinion we need to
know two things in shaping that policy and we dont
know those two things clearly. And there is good
reason to be concerned about both of then and we
got to determine-«get the answer to those two
things and we ought to establish a definite policy,
then we oucht to work to accomplish that policye.

But we don't have a policy, except an ambivalent
policy, that are in conflict to an extent. Ke cane-

(At this point the questioning on Vietnan
stopped and after several questions on state ratters
the reporters left the Governor's office.)

The problem faced by a reporter in condensing
and reporting the adbove multitude of words is come
pounded dby the fact that transcripts are not routinely
supplied thex, although formal statements by the Govere

nor are usually avallable in press release form.

“rankness
The preceding section deals with Rozney's use
of the languaze and the problems of clarity it presents
to reporters, A third aspect of Romney's dally deale
ings with the press corpse--aside from clarity and
accessibllitye~is his frankness, It 18 an aspect that
goes to the heart of his value as a news source, because

it determines the degres to which Romney allows himself
to be put on record,
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During a press conference he often calls on his
personal secretary, Mrs, largaret (Peg) Little, or one
of his aldes to supply figures, memos, or letters to
help him answer conpletely a question by a reporter.
When background material 1s requested he makes it
available. Although he answers nearly all questions
put to him, he shows no reluctance to decline comment
on a subject for political or personal reasons,
Generally, reporters 4o not ask questions they do not
expect him to answer, When a "tricky" area does come
up, however, his favorite gambit for fielding it is to
renain silent for a morent, swivel his chalr to one side
and rock beck while breaking into a slight grin that
sometimes develops into a short loud laugh, them look
the questioner in the eye with what one reporter calls
"almost a death wish,"1l and ssy, "I'm not going to
answer that now,"” or merely "no comment.”

The press corps glives Romney high marks on
frankness, but does not rate him cum laude, Following
are some comments and experiences in this area related
by reporters.

e) Yes, he's evasive at times, but, I suspect

a lot more frank than wost of his predecessors,
He's wily enough not to ellow himself to be led

down a path of questioning that oould trap him. He
used to parry questions by saying, "That's a very

llsource e.
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'1ffy?' question and I'm not going to get involved
in such an ‘iffy' area.” lately, that word has
almost been discarded from his vocabulary, but for
a long time 1t produced groans at press conferences.

d) Late in 1963 Ronney learned enough to know
that shooting off hls mouth on all issues could be
fatal, and that once a word left his mouth it was
recorded diligently. S0 he became famliliar with
the "no comment," "we're working on it," "it won't
Jell until next week," etc. This helped him get
off the spot. If he were asked a question about an
accurate fact, like the appointment of somebody we
knew was imminent, he would say “let's wait and
sees,"

He often becomes evasive. He used to take
offense at questlions but has learned to ourb his
personal feelings, and either laughs off a personal
or erbarrassing question, or says "no comment."

Does he tell the truth? Well, that's hard to
say, althocugh I believe that on occasions he has
bent the truth a little in answering a query. He
uses words and phrases that come out wholesome but
Aif you know what's what you decide he isn't telling
the truth.

¢) Early An his first term in office he was not
as evasive as he 18 now-e-and he got himself into
some corners. llow he 18 much more aware of the ime
pact that whatever he says 1s going to have., He
has becore more cautious, taking time to think be-
fore talking. ZREy-rand large, reporters expect
governors and other high officials to be evasive,
up to a point. . « « I don't believe in news
management, but I can see some reason for holding
back on information until the time As opportune.
I believe Romney's answers are truthful, and I
can't say that I felt that way all the time about
some previous governors,

e) He 1s evasive except when it sulits his pure
voses to be explicit. His answers are usually
truthful, but as he sees the truth and in his own
frame of reference,

g) He 1s usually forthright and communicative
unless for obvious and understandable reasons (per-
sonal or politicazl) he chooces not to answer. His
answers are truthfully worded, if you pay careful
attentlion to exactly what he says.
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f) Althourh I'm not sure he's any different
fron any of his predecessors, he has a habit of
playing coy, playinz duub, or izgznoring or evading
erbarrassing questions.

J) Any evasions I have noticed have been undere
stanlable because of his position, So far as I
have determined, his answers have been truthful.

One reporter, who calls Enuney's truthfulness
"above averace for a politician,” recounted the
following incident in which he believed Rouney deli-
berately dacelved reporterse-or at least triel to:

&) The occasion was in 1964 and a coalition of
conservative Hapublicans and Democrats had Jjust
pushed & reapportiornment blll through the Senate
that was not in the best interests of what Eonney
wanted done. Ronney went to the party's convention
in Grand Rapids and gave a stirring, ringing speech
An which hs denounced these eleven or twelve Lepube
lican apostates as 'a band of quislings.! lone of
the so=called quislings was at the convention and
it's a good thing because Rorney had the delecsztes
s0 stirrei up they would heve lynched any one that
had been there. lLater, all of the 'quislincs' exe
cept 24lly Joe (Senator John P.) Smeekens repented
and desgerted the coalition, I asksd a question one
day long &fter the convention that dealt with the
'band of quislings,' Roumney interrupted and ine
sisted he never referred to & 'band® that he had
talked of only one 'quisling' and hadn't nemed hinm.
Ve were at logrerheads. 1 was sure he spoke of a
'band! and wouldn't back down. But he had the
power and the influence of being governor behind
hine. le insistel I was wrong and nade it stick
that morning. Later, I dug out a copy of the
speech, I had been right, But it was too lats and
80 Honneye=-=either throuch lapse or a bluffeehad
beaten ne,

ihe consensus azong the press corps meuhers is
that Romney is evasive, but leas so than previous

governors, and his answers are generally truthful,
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They say he was less evasive earlier in his political
career, but learned the danger of beins cornered by

an injulilcious comment,

Sensitivity
Governor Romney's volatile reaction to criti-

cisn has been almost a trademark since he entered
Kichigan politice, It is to be expected from a man
who defends his positions with religious tensoity, On
& nunbdber of occasions this sensitivity to criticisn

has bdeen reflected in his reaction to newspaper stories
and editorials criticial of him, Frimarily decause of
incidents that took place egrly in his political
career, Romney earned a reputation for being overly
sensitive to press criticism and making his dis-
approval known.

In the course of researching this thesis
through interviews, newspaper files and personal 0obe
servations 1t became clear that this sensitivity has
cooled. The reporters interviewed who had covered Gov-
ernor iomney since the Constitutional Convention all
agreed the hyper-sensitivity he sometimes exhidbited as
& political novice is not as evident today. As one
reporter, source "d", put it, "It took Romney a while
to understand what we are here for."
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2ne incident forms the basis of Komney‘s To=
putation for a quick tamper with the press, At this
writing, alnost five years later, the incldent in-
variably comes up whenever Romney's sensitivity 1is
discussed.

“he occasion was the 1962 Constitutional Cone
vention compromise between moderate and conservative
Republicans that ended a fectional stalemate and
largely determined ths convention's final product. As
leader of the moderates, LHouney was instrumental in
this compromiao.lz

On March 17, a story eppeared in the Detroit
Free Press under s headline reading "Deal Throws Cone-
Con Into Foliticel Uproar," The story, written Ly
Free Press Caplitol reporter James Robinson, said
Romney admitted making a "package deal” with the rural
conservative delesates in order to sssure the achieve~
ment of 75 per cent of the goals he had hoped to see
the convention accorplish, Romney was quoted as
having defended the agreenent as “the fine art of con=-
ciliation.," Although an editorial in the Harch 17
edition pralsed the compromiss, & story the following
day, rarch 18, by the paver's politics writer, Ray

125upra, pe 27,
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Couragzes, paiantad a A1c.el pleturs of Romuay's role
in the comprotise:

Dasnite wha® Georze Lomney says to the contrary,
the fact that he is en announced candidate for
governor virtually has criprled his leadership in
the Constitutional Convention. liormney, in Justie
fying his ‘conpronilse’ deal with Republican cone
servetives on key conventlon issues, seid he acted
to ii1cure the besgt prossgsible docurnent, Lhat was
left unsald, however, is that since he has becone
a candidate he has been in no position to oppose
the 0ld guard elements within hls own party.

It was no secret arong reporters covering the
convention that Romney, who was tryinz to malntsin an
inage of being sabove pertisanship in his canpaign for
governor, vas angeared ty the stories.l3 The clirax,
however, di1d not occur until several monthg later
after the convention had adjourned and attention was
focused on the elaction campalisne. ILorney was invited
to the [free I'ress office in Detroit for a group inter-
view by uonbers of the paper's staff, According to
one of the recporters present, Bomney appeared hostlle
to Rodlason and when the subject of the Constitutional
Convention compromise came up *he really lost his
tenper, he Juct blew up.” The reporter said the
session ended in a "shouting match between Fomney and
Frank Anrelo" (Iree Fress managing editor).

Thus, Romney came to the statehouse with a

13petroit !lews, March 18, 1962,
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reputation for protesting stronsly what he felt were
unfalir or inaccurate stories., Althouszh nothing come
parable to the Pree Press incident occurred again,
Horney 1s known to have protested several stories and
editorials elince he becane govarnor.lu e has written
lettera to the edltor.15 and on one occeslon ocalled
an editorial writer personally and for an hour dise
cussed a plece he had wrltten.16 In 1965 ne proe
tested to & wire service reporter iils account of a
verbal disegreezent he had with state Desoocratie
chalirmran, Zolton Ferency, his criticism being that he
k2d not lost his ternper as the reporter's story indie-
cated.l?

Eouney 1s particularly seansitive to stories
that indicate he 13 quick to anger. One reporter
wrote a story that descridbed Eomney as "angry" during
a xeeting with Democratic legislstive leaders. The

next norning

1l450urce e.
1550urce a.
1630urce k.

1750urce f.
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a) I was called in, stood at attentien, aml
given a near-tearful rlea from the GCovernor to the
efiect that he doesn't got angry. 'I wasa't
angry,' he insisted, ‘That's part of Zoltom
Ferency's party line. le wants to ocreate the ime
pression that I get angry and blow my top. But I
don't getl anrry, that's a darne’ lie.' By this
tirne Romney was 80 anyry with ne he was pounding
his desk with his fist--an incorgruous situation.
Cuxr meeting finally ended and I was dismissed,
Vhether that chewing out influenced e in future
storles, I'm not sure. I doubt it. 1've de=
scribed hin as 'angry' on at least two other
oocasions, not because I'm tryings to needle hin,
not because I'm buylng tha Zolton [erency line (if
there is such a thing), but purely because 1 be~
lieve he was angry.

Other reporters interviewed sald the Governor
hadi been dlspleased Dy stories and editoxrials, though
to trair knowledge he had not gone over their heads to
edltors in protasting a story:

i) le has bLeen angered by pleces written by
our reople, especially eaurly in his adnministratien
when he couldn't understand why we d1¢ things the
way we did. Ve didn't have much conoeption of the
purpose or aln of a newspaper reporter's jod, and
had some idea thet a plece didn't convey his exast
thoughts on a story or a cdevelopwent. [is staff
people over the yeers have related to me that 'the
governor 4idn't like that pliece you had last week,'
but 1t neaver went beyond that. ione of my editors
ever told re that the man hed conplained to them
about & plece we had written, and there have been
gore rougch ones over the years,

e) Ile has expressed disocontent with a few
stories, sorie by me and some by others who wrise
for my paper, but I have never known him to come
pPlain to my editors. Le has notoriously come
Pleired to the [ree Press about coverage by former
Capitol reporter James Hobinson and others., He is
quick to retort when he dizasrees with a story.

He 18 extremely sensitive to what he considers
eriticlsr, Ve tevee unbrase quickly. In reocent



years he tends to speak ambisuously., Fis ego-
tisn is a factor. 1 ornce asked him 'what have you
leermedl shout povernrant in the Constitutional
Convention that surprisced you the most?'! Eis
reply: '"tell, I had considerable experience in
rovernnent before this, you know,'

a) Ee takes stories guite personally amd is
inclired to sdopt the atfitude that whenever you

present the other side of a story you are attempting

to erberrsss or undernine him., e doesn't like to
be described es getting ‘anery'! even though he
entered the job with a reputatisn as s notorious
blowtop. That reputation has diminished con-
eiderably durins kis his four years iu cffice, but
he's still sensitive about it,
Thus Ronney 13 sensitive to criticism, though
not as openly &s he was when he entered politics, And
Fe 13 particularly sensitive about references to his

sensitivity,

Iluctuntins Yositions

Lenbers of the Capltol press corps consider
thercelves tn Lave a "watchdor® function in gtate
goverunent.lﬂ As recoxders of history, they are cone
cerned with facts-~facts that can be transmitted with
confidence to their resders, Covernor lLomney's
positions on state and national issucs are of oritical

importance to newspaper readers, Bul reporters face a

12a1vert daufnan, "The Ctate Capitol Folitical
feporter: A Ctudy In Atterpts to Influcnce the Legise
lative Irocess” (unpublished :aster's thesis, Departe
ner:t of Follticsl Sclence, Mlchlifan Stote University,
l;bl'r) ® Pe 52.



probler in interpreting end rerorting Romney's posite
ions. i5 demonctratel in an earliser eection of thils
chepter, much of tre rrobler stere from the Covernor's
erbirucus lanrgvese, Of equal irrortamce, however, 1is
his reputetion for fluctuestions in position statenents.
“he follovings illustration, proviced by a Capltol
rerorter, poinis vp the rroblem and offers ons opinlon
akount rhy Domney 60 easlily reens to change his pace:

) Cne of the bigcest troubles with Georse
Eomney 1s that he will say one thinc in one place,
reporters will repvort it, then hae'll go somewhere
elce pnd insist thot he wes misquoted at the source
of the story. 700 often we in lLensings ere stuck
with the problem of not kncwing whet he esald in the
originel instance, 'herefore, ¥we are ured by him
to scnd out the denials and we don't have the ade-
cuate backoround to ask the questions that might
pin hin down,

The reporter offered the followinz example
which took place just pricr to the 15£4 Republican
'ational Convention:

liotney went out to fan Frencisco to make a
pitech befcore the rletfornm cornmittee. This was at
a tine vhen he vas tryine not to alienate the whole
rarty by ovrposing (oldweter and what he stood for
in the arca of civil rights, but at the tine he was
also concerned with preserving his own inace as a
great civil libertarisn., There were at least 100
revorters coverings these sessions, They came from
the comntry's top revcrarers, Only good newse
rarers send reporters to such functions in the
first place. ‘‘here was lony Lewis from the Dew
York Timees, for instance, and ton names from other
papers and wilre servisces were thare,

Rezney's proroszls were durly renorted, Natione
wide the word went out on what he stood for. The
rext dey, Romney, cbviously disterbed by the re=
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ports, called a press conference in Lansing and
tried to 'stralgnten out' what he wa3 proposing in
San P'runcisco the day before, .one of the rea-
porters in lanuing had been at the Han I'ranclsco
reeting. They conld only o sheeplize to their
teletypes anc telephones and sgend out the new
Cospel accordinz to flonneye pd loningy tried to
rmare his denial in front of those hundred or more
sharn reporters, they wouls heve skewered him,
And be would well have deserved ii. Instesd, he
rot savay with his denisal.

1his anpears to ne to indlcate an unawvareness
thet the world is covorel with en i1nstantaneous
news network, lie seews to feel that words spoken
in “en (renclisco will never ret btack to his home
territorye. tithar that or he's cynically using
reporters for his ovm advants- e,

Vietren %3 the 1ssue most olten assoclated
with Roorey's reputation for occasionnl inconsistency,
It was to "elarily" staterewts he had rade on Vietnam
that LSoyey called the press conference transcribed in
the earlier cection on clarity.19 <The Lovernor's
statenents on Vietnuam conprised the only issue on
¥hich & rajority of the saunple in the previous chapter
¢iragreed with hiz edltorially.2?

Cn Lecerber 16, 1566, the letroit Kews carried

an artlcle by editorial writer Lruce L., Van Dusen oute
linins Homney's irconsistencles on Vietname, All of the
follorins dates aud guotes are teken from thet

arvicle,

1?.3’1‘?1‘3. P95
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On April 23, 1965, in Amsterdan, Holland,
Romney was quoted ag saying "Our major objJective there
is to keep South Vietnam frou bdbeing overrun by those
vwho would deprive it of its freedom." Rouney also
saild "In broad principle, the action we are taking 1is
the only ona we can take.* After returning fron
Vietna: the following December, Romney called the war
"morally richt and necessary,” and sald “Our intere
vention has saved South Vietnam from defeat and
tyrannye ¢ ¢ « It probably has prevented a shift in
the balance of power greater th#h if Hitler had cone
quered Furope." But on July 7, 1966, at the National
Governors' Conference in Los Angeles, Romney saild, "I
think getting involved in a land war on the scale
we're involved was a mistake and is a mistake,"

Van Dusen sald 1t was difficult to tell
whether Rormney was a "hawk" or a "dove" because on
l'arch 16, 1965 he said in liew York the United States
should be wary of a negotiated settleuent, calling it
"a very unfortunate thing to attempt,” and adding he
had 'felt for a long time we should make & stranger
stand.” But only two weeks later in lolland the
Covernor was quoted as saying "We should be ready to

talz and negotiate at any time,"



On February 8, 1965, Romney saw "no alternative®
to Fresident Johnson's decision to bozb North Vietnam,
But the following Octobsr he told the Illinols Chamber
of Commerce that U.S. stratecy was "inedequate" because
"1t 13 a military stratecy for attaining military
£g0818,0 o o to protect the status quo rather than
spread freedon which should be our resl objective,”

Van Dusen concluded, "In sum, it 1s unfair to
say the Governor's views on Vietnam have been uncertali
They have been certain enouch, dut consistenoy is
sormetning else again.™

Like Source "a", the reporter quoted below
believes Romney's tendency to shift positions reflects
a lack of awareness of the of the function of the naws-
cen who report his actions, Le introduces a new
elenent, however, a fear of newspapermen early in the
Governor's political career,

d) Often he gets fuzzy about what he means,
probably because he hasn't figzured out what he
wvants, or neans, to say. Ilils views on Vietnam are
in point. He seens to pick up new ideas and views
as he goes elong, often to econfound his listeners
and maiie them know what he is talking about., He i3
gropins on Vietnam and has been for a long tinme.

Until a couple of years aro, he was cone
sistently confusing to some of the better informed
nenbers of the press. e had been feelingz his way
along and he wasn't sure what would happen after
the words came out. 7This can be attributed to his
fear of newspapers and nevspaepermen and & lack of

preparation. thille he was with Citizens for
i“ichigan and in the Constitutional Convention he
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found he could handle thils type of work lightly
and without too much preparation, and, so to
speak, live off his reputation es a rising star in
state politics, Fe chanred seeningly from week to
week on positions, hoping the boys wouldn't notioce
the change. Ie dlsllikes to be remninded that a
position, say this week, is different from the
position he took on a sinilar 1ssue a ocouple of
ronths ago.

t‘hatever the reason for Ronney's fluctuations,
they have been perceived by the press and present
problens to reporters charged with covering Romney
over a long perlod of time. The reasons for Roumney's
changes of position are not within the scope of this
thesis, but they would de of critical importance to
any study of Romney the political man,
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levanaper ¢lippinre, presa conference trane
scriptions and written obaefvntlons of reporters,
cannot fully exprecs the style of Covernor Romney in
denling with tre prass, 7They say nothins of the nan's
charista, an abstroct quality not easily reasured
vlich, in the opinlon of trhe asuthor, rlaye a key role
in the Covernorts doy to d#y relations vith reporters,
ilthough the data on the views of editors and editoxr-
13l ¥riters toward Roinsy firmly estadlishes a Repude
lican press in Michicsan, 1t does not warrent the
oblactive conclusion that any [lepublican governor
would have the support of the prega, RBut such a
concluzion can bte rade at least with subjective cone
fllence. 7The study doea not atterpt to anmlyze the
Follitical notives of CGovernor LRomney in dealing with
the press, Yet to belleve that he 13 not at ti-es
politically rotivated would be naive,

' “he fact that an officlal uses the press to
disserninate his owm 1deas to the public does not test
the soclal responeibility theory of the press. Decauss
of hla position his 1deas are of concern to the publie,

wvhether they are distrituted for polltically-mot\{ated
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reasons or not. Abuse results only when the press
gives itaself over to the establishment., Douglass
Cater called this "the basic conflict of interest that
exists betwean government and the press:”
Here I would sirmply point out that the offic-
12l and the reporter are roved by fundarentally
different compulsions, The official's first re-
sponse to & newsworthy event 1s assimilative. He
atterpta to relate it to the broad body of record
on which he precariously bullds his policles. The
reporterts first inpulse 1s distributive, IHe
seexs to coumunicate the newsworthy event as
speedily and widely as possible.l
In this particular study of the officlel and
the reporter the following factors in the relationship
are broucht out
1. Covernor Romney's bdusiness career in
“ashington and Detroit gave him a background in publio
relations and experience in dealing with the press, but
hls dealings with political reporters dates only from
1961, [As techniques and rannerisms changed during
his years as governor, and Capitol reporters believe
these changes were the result of aoquired knowledge of
working politics and the role of the press,
2, Romney meets almost dally with the press
in en aetmosphere of !nrormality; [Eis press conferencen

ere not highly structured and no rigid rules bind the

1Cater. Pe 17,
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length of the sesclon or tha issues discussed. This
pius his avallabllity for private interviews has given
hin a reputation for accessibility to the press.

Je +1he i:ishiran preszs 1s strongly oriented
tovard the itepubllican party generally and Governor
nouney snecifically., His opponents have charzed that
a "loxney" press exists in the state. Over-all
editorial reaction toward iHonney has been favorable
though he has been widely criticlized on 1lssues such as
fizcal reform and Vietnan,

L, Elitord: opinlons indicate the inage
i.ichlzan readars have of Romnmey is positive., They see
hin as honest, efficient and dedicated, but perhans
lacking in personal waramth,

5. EBecause of his position as governor, the
presidential aurs surrounding him, and his own
pollitical public relations abilities, Capitol reportera
regard lionney as an important newsmaker. J[is most
eppreclated quality, from thelr standpoint, is his
accessibility,

6. Governor Lonney presents some distinct
problaris to the reporters covering him. His languace
is often complex, awkward and confusing, e 18 sensie
tive to criticisu, stories that describe him as angry,

and accounts which he belleves do not acourately dapict
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his positions. Le has changed directioa on soue key
Assues, particularly Vietn=wm, and has a reputation for
efforts at Yeolarifylns" statements attributed to hin
in newspeper accountue

These factors, added together and supplemented
by the buacxground materlel presented in thls thesis,
forn a description of Governor Rouney's relations with
the !.ichlgan press. 7ihey do not allow confident dise
cussion of Romney's motivetions or objectives, They

do not comuent on Roaney the political man,



rire Yorrison

1623={ Lpartan Village
Mlzhizan Stats Imiversity
Last Lansing, lkichligan

Dear 2ir:

Fleanse excuss the info™mality of thls ocorrespondence
a3 the result of a graduate student's poverty and the
loristical problam involved in contacting rore than 50
editorial writers in lAichigan,

I's An the niddle of & mastexrs thesis on Governor
Ronoy's pross relations and would appreciate about
five ninutes of your time in helping ue determine how
woll he survives in the state's editoriasl columns,.

“nelosed plense £ind a short questionnalirs, The ane
swers to the questions ocan hopefully be answered in a
wordl or two so as not to becone an imposition on you.
I would appreclate your prounpt attention anld if you
want to expand on any of the questiosns, pleass feel
free to do so.

I don't think any of the questions are particularly
eontroversisl, but I will not identify either you or
your newspaper in &y thesis unless you indicate in your
reply that you have no objections to ny doing so,.
Thanks in edvance for your help.

Cincerely,

NI HORRISON
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1.

3.

be

Se

AYpEinIX B

“hat has bean the over-all eiitorial reaction of
your paper to Governor Louney--positive or
nerativa?

“ho 414 your paper aunport in 1562 and 1964 for
Governor? liave you gone on record for & canlie
dats yet this year?

hat has been thae edlitorial reaction of your papere=
positive or neagative =< to the following:

-« Ronney's legislative reoord?

-= lis tax reforn proposals?

-w }iis disavowal of Barry GColdwater in 13647
~= His statements on Yletnam?

~= His statements about not being dominated by
party or special interssts? ias he lived
up to then?

-« The possiblility that he mizht leave the
gtatehouse in ths middle of hig next term
to run for Fresidant?

“hat policies or actions of the Governor have deen
criticized in your editorlal colwmns most severely?
“hich have been supported most ardently? (One or
tvo examples of each 13 sufficient).

tliat aspacts of the Covernor s administration or
personal life do you think contribute most simmifie
cantly to a favorable public image?
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6.
7.

B

Fe

10,

“hat aspacts have hurt his inace?

“Yould you say Romney anjoyas a& better press than
willlans or Jwalnson dl1d? VWhy or why not?

how woald you characterize the iilchigan pressz
-=2011d1ly Tlepublican?
==(omerally pro-iepublican?
~=(bjective, with & 8lisht tendency to favor
the COp?
~eBlepartisan?

04 does Rouney rank with local, national and
other statewlde flures a3 a tople for editoriel
canuzent in your paper?

would you clagsify Romney as liberal, conserva-
tive or niddle-of~the-road?
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Amm vy s ey
. jose e

et

l, iow long on the Capitol beat and who
vith?

2. What problexs peculiar to Zouney hinself
have you encounterel in writine about hin? Any
policies or practices of his maxe your Job difficult?

3. Fow 13 he 23 a news source? Is he evasive,
does he take offense st questions at times? Low
truthiful sre hls answers

%, Xow accessible 13 he. Mow many times have
you interviewed him other than at formal press cone
forences? what wera the ocecssions?

Se¢ Iag elther he or merbers of his staff ever
protested a story you wrote, or a story carried by
your paper? Does he corplain to editors about atories?

6. vhet contrassts or comparisons can yyou
draw between Rorney®s methods in dezling with the press
and those of “Willlars and Swailnson? How doss he
conpars in effectiveness?
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7. ¥hat specifioc changes in Romney's deale
ings with the press since he first hit public life
point up the fact that he has matured in this re-

spect?

Bs Doms Ramnev have favoritas--revorters wto
whou he's rore accessible?
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