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CHAPTER I

Introduction. The civics course, as taught in the Grand Rapids

public schools, contains a number of units upon each of which a minimum
number of teachinz days are required. The total number of days speci-
fied, however, is less than the total number of days in a semester.
This allows the individual teachers some free time for certain units
which they believe should receive special emphasis,

There are no general course-objectives set up for the city system
as a whole nor have there ever been established any special objectives
for the civics course as taught at Ottawa Hills Eigh School, Inasmuch
as the time necessary for emdhasis upon certain units is available, the
situation invited the establishment of objectives specifically desizned
for the fulfillment of the civic needs of the pupils,

A study of textbooks in the field of civics revealed a large conm-
bined number of objectives advocated by the various authors many of
which were apolicable from a general standpoint. Specific objectives
for the teaching of civics at Ottawa Hills High School, however, could
only be established throuzh the determination of the needs of the
eighth grade pupils at thet school. The discovery of these needs and
the formulation of specific objectives based upon them furnished the
origin of this problen.

Related Studies. An investization was made of other studies in

this field, There were found to be a few dealinz with this particular



branch of the social studies, but only two of them dealt with objectives
or aims for civiecs in the junior high school,

One of these studies1 was undertaken for the purpose of gathering
tozgether, describing, and analysing what had been done toward determin-
ing and usinz objectives in the field of civics. The work was divided
into a study of the periods before and after the opening of the twenti-
eth century. It concerned itself, largely, with a study of newspapers,
magazines, textbooks, editorials, political platforms, etc., to deter-
mine the civic topics dealt with and the frequency thereof,

This study reports that up to the end of the nineteenth century
the major emphasis was upon the content of civic courses, The twentieth
century, it continues, places the emphasis upon the problem of finding
specific goals or objectives which include interests, attitudes, appre-
ciations, ideals, habits, and skills.

In the summary, Wilkinson holds that the way to ascertain the needs
of society is to turn one's attentlon to that society. Scientific sur-
veys, she continues, are among the methods of determining the needs of
soclety.

A study by Small2 was an experiment to determine the imnediate re-
sults of the teaching of a civic trait., The trait used for the experi-
ment was "thrift." Three groups of eighth grade puvils were used: (1)

a control group to whom no teachinz of the trait to be measured was given;

1Helen Septa Samuel Wilkinson. Objectives in Civic FEducation.
Unpublished Master's Thesis, Department of Education, Boston University,

1928. Pp. 89.

2

Charles R. Small., Aims and Method of Civic Education in the Com-
mon Schools., Unpublished Doctor's Thesis, Devartment of Education,
Harvard University, 1925, Pp. 332.




(2) a group tauzht the trait by the "didactic" method; and (2) a group
taught by the "project" method. The experimenter does not explain
clearly the nature of these methods.3

All of the puplils were required to keep exnense records for three
weeks preceding the study, then to discontinue keeping them for three
weeks while "thrift" was beinz tauzht, and to keep them azain for three
weexs immediately following the teaching period.

Small's conclusion was that it is probable, but by no means cer-
tain, thot the pupils were somewhat benefited from the modern (1925)
methods of teachingz citizenship. The groups taught by the "didactic"
and "project" methods showed immrovement in the trait, but the group
taught by the "project" method showed a more marked imnrovement. liore
improvement was shown in "savings" than in "wise spending."

Small also concludes that observation and experiment concerning
"ghrift" causes him to believe that a set of projects, if they are
carefully worked out by co-ovneration between school and home, would
achieve results of decided value. The basis for his conclusions was an
analysis of the exnmense accounts kept by the pupils before, during, and
after their study of the civic trait of "thrift."

Statement of the Problem, This study was undertaken in an attermpt

to discover the civic needs of the pupils at Ottawa Hills Hizgh School
and to establish some specific objectives for the civics course based

unon these needs,

3\faile no definitions for the terms were discovered, it 1s assumed
that by "didactic" is meant the procedure of guestions and answers, and
explanation by the teacher, and by "project" is meant snecific contri-
butions by the pupils upon particular phases of the problem for which
they have made special preparation,



Scope of the Study. The needs of the pupils were determined by

means of a questionnaire based on the theory presented in Middletown
that, ",..a2ll the things people do...may be viewed as fallinz under one
or another of the followinzg six main-trunk activities:

Getting a living,

Hakinz a home,

Training the youngs.

Using leisure in various forms of play, art, and so on.

Engaging in religious practices.

Engazing in comrmunity activities."

The questionnaire5 was constructed to furnish pertinent data re-
garding: (1) the age comosition of the group studied; (2) the social
and economic status of tiae families represented; (3) the educational
status and interests of the punils used for the study; (4) extracurri-
cular and recreational activities and interests of the group; (5) read-
inz interests; (6) relizious adjustments; (7) social attitudes and be-
liefs; and (8) personal relationships within the home,

Procedure. The questionnaire was administered during the second
semester of the school year 1939-40., One hundred eighty-six pupils were
enrolled in the 8-2 grade in that semester and the questionnaire was
administered to one hundred seventy-two. The remaining fourteen were
absent from school for a period longer than one week at that partifular
time and were not included in the study. |

All questionnaires were administered by the writer and carefully

checked before being accented from the nupils to assure that all items

were understood and answered.

uRobert S. Lynd and Helen lierrell Lynd, liddletown, lNew York:
Harcourt, Brace and Company. 1932. Pp. U,

5See Appendix,



The data obtained from the resvonses to the cuestionnaire are pre-
sented in Chapter II in tabular form. They are interpreted in terms of
vercentages of response obtained.

Definition of Terms. For purposes of this study the followinz

terms shall mean:

Civic needs: the educational, occupnational, recreational, reli-
gious, and reading activities of the pupils; and their attitudes and
beliefs in home, school, and community affairs which are indicated by
the questionnaire resvonses to require special emphasis,

Grade 8-2: the second of two semesters comprising the eighth
grade.

Civics: a study of local, state, and national zovernments; home,
comrmunity, and industrial safety; cultures, customs, and institutions
of the groups comnrising the citizenry; requirements, privileges, and
duties of citizenship; the part played by the individual in home and
community activities; and preparation for assuming one's place in an
everchanging and complex society.

Ottawa Hills Hish School: the youngest of eight high schools in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, situated near the outskirts of the city in an
attractive residential district. During the second semester of the
school year 1939-M0 there vere eight hundred twenty-one punils enrolled
in the seventh, eighth, and ninth grades and eight hundred forty-six

enrolled in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades,
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CHAPTER TVWO
THE CIVIC NEEDS OF THE EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS OF OTTAWA HILLS
HIGH SCHOOL AS REVEALED BY THEIR
RESPOI'SES TO THE QUESTIONIIAIRE
In the tables that follow, the data collected by the use of the
questionnaire are presented, and translated into percentages. In sum-

marizing the data, an effort has been made to call attention to parti-

cular items which seem significant in the light of the purposes of this

study.
TABLE 1
NUMBER OF BOYS A'D GIRLS MAKIHG UP THE GROUP STUDIED
Boys “ Girls Total
Mumber Pct, Mumber Pct. Mumber Pct,
93 54,1 79 45,9 172 100.0
TABLE II
AGE GROUPS OF PUPILS
N
Boys Girls Total
Ages Number Pct. Number Pct. Number Pct.
12-13 years Y 4.3 0 0.0 4 2.3
13-1l4 years 54 58.1 64 81.0 118 68.6
14-15 years 28 30.1 12 15.2 4o 2&.3
16-17 years 2 2.1 1 1.3 3 1.7
Totals 93 100.0 79 100,0 172 100.0




Tables I and II afford a basis for determining the revnresentation
by sexes and the various age groupns of the eighth grade punils used for
this study., While a few in the group vary from the average to some

extent, the figures indicate a favorable degree of homogeneity,

TABLE III

NUMBER OF PUPILS HAVING BROTHERS AID SISTERS

Older Younger Older Younger All
brothers brothers sisters sisters siblings
No.] Pct. Mo.| Pct. ¥o.| Pct. | No.] Pct. No. | Pct,
Oneeeeeeeeeeeee | U5 | 66,2 | 51 | 80.95| 37 | 60.6| 49 | 7H.25] 182( 70.5
TWOeoveeosesese | 19| 27.9 g8 | 12,7 {17 | 27.9| 16| 24.25]| 60 23.3
Three.......... | %] 5.9 | 4| 6.35| 5| 82| 1| 1.5 | 14| 5.k
More than three| O 0.9 0 C.C 2 33| O 0.0 2] .8
TotalSeeeeessss | 68 | 100,09 | 63 |100,0 | 61 |100.0] 66 |100.0 | 258 100.0

Table III furnishes the information necessary to determine the aver-

age number of children ver family in the group studied.

veal an average of 3.06 children ver family.

The figures re-

This commares with 4,1

throughout the United States, accordinz to the United States census of

1930, and 3.9 as estimated by the United States Labor Department in 1938,

In view of the fact that the group used in this study is regarded as a

rather privilegzed group, the figures presented do not appear to indicate

anything alarmingly divergent.

Tables IV and V furnish an insisht into the economic status of the

pupils' families.

It i3 seen that U4S.8 percent of the punils' fanmilies

own, or are buying, their own homes and that 1.09 cars are owned per

family, While there are 9.3 percent of the families who do not own a



TADLE IV

PUPILS' PAREITS WHO OW.l OR RENT THE HOME IN WHICH THEY LIVE,
AWD THOSE LIVING WITH SOLEONE ELSE

Boys Girls Total
Iumber{ Pct. Yumber| Pect. Yumber | Pct.

Parents rent it...... 51 54, 8 35 Wy, 3 86 50.0
Parents are buying it 25 26.9 23 29.1 ug 27.2
Parents own it...e... 16 17.2 20 25,3 36 20.9
Family is living with

someone else....oe.. 1 1.1 0 0.0 1 .6
Don't KNoWe.eoeeooeos 0 0.0 1 1.3 1 o6

Totalseeeeeeneeoenans 93 100.0 79 100.C 172 100.C

TABLE V

JULBER OF CARS OVW.'ED BY THE PUPILS' FAUILIES

Boys Girls Total

Mumber | Pct. Number{ Pct. Number | Pct.

Oneecececereccccenes 70 753 55 69.6 125 72.7

Two.occoocoo.-ooocoo 15 1601 1)"" 1707 29 1608
IIone..I.C.....C.l'.. 6 6.5 lo 12.7 16 9.3
Threeoooococooo.oooo 2 201 O 0.0 2 102
TOt&lS.............. 93 loooo 79 loooo 172 10000

car and .6 percent of the families living with someone else, the figures
appear to indicate a better than average economic status existing in the
families of the pupils used for this study.

Table VI furnishes a basis for determininz the geographical back-
ground of the puvils. It will be seen that: (1) 15.1 percent of the

pupils! fathers and 12.2 percent of the mothers were born in another



TABLE VI

PUPILS' PARENTS WHO VWERE BORN IN A CITY, STATE, OR COUNTRY
OTHER THAN TEE ONE IN WHICH THEY NOW LIVE

Another City Boys Girls Total
FATHER Mumter| Pct, Mumber| Pct, Yumber| Pct,
Yes......'l.....t‘.'. 60 6"‘.5 h6 58.2 106 61.6
No.oo-.ooou.o.ooocooo }3 35.i 33 ulog 66 380u
'TOtB.lS............... 91 lOO'O ]9 100.0 172 100.0
MOTHER

Yes..o...o.'oooo.oo.' 51 5)“.8 us 60.7 99 5706
NO4ooooeooooneosssosse L2 45,2 71 30,2 73 R
TotalsS.eciesooseeoocose 93 100,0 19 100, 0 172 100,C
Another State Boys Girls Total
FATHER Number | Pct. Mumber| Pct. Number| Pct.
Yes.-cQ'0000000000000 36 3807 8 u’gol 7)"" u’}oc
No...ooo.ooutoolo.o.. 57 61.3 1 51.2 98 5700
Totalsoooo.o.oooooooc 91 1%.0 Jg 100.0 112 10000
MOTHER

Yes.'.......'.‘.l...' 28 30.1 O 3800 58 33.7
Noooo.lo-o.oo-o-ooocc 65 6909 9 6200 11)4 66.3
TOt&lS..-........u..o 9} 100.0 79 10000 1]2 10000
Another Country Boys Girls Total
FATHER Number | Pct, Number| Pct, Yumber Pct,
D T P 10 10.8 16 20.3 26 15,1
NO..-...--........... 83 8902 63 7901 1)46 8“09
TOtalS...-......o.... 93 100.0 79 100.0 1]2 10000
MOTHER

YeS..........-.....o. 10 10.8 11 1309 21 12.2
No.......‘..'..’.'.'. 83 89.2 68 86.1 151 87.8
TotalSeeeeoooooososes 93 100,C 79 100,0 172 100,0
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country; (2) 43 percent of the fathers and 33.7 percent of the mothers
were born in another state; and (3) 61.6 percent of the fathers and 57.6
percent of the mothers were born in another city,

It will also be seen that: (1) 84,9 percent of the pupils' fathers
and 87.8 percent of the mothers were born in the United States; (2) 57
percent of the fathers and 66.3 percent of the mothers were born in the
state in which they now live; and (3) 33.4 percent of the fathers and
42,4 percent of the mothers were born in the city in which they now live.

This indicates a fairly high degree of stability of residence,

TABLE VII

NATIONALITIES REPRESENTED BY THE PUPILS

Boys Girls Total
Number | Pct, Number|{ Pct. Number | Pct.
Hollandeeeseooceaocss 36 21.8 35 27.13 Ip! 24,15
English.............. 31"' 20.6 29 22.5 63 21.1‘3
GermaN,..ceeeseocccses 3 20.9 13 10.1 46 15, 65
Irisheeecerecccceosse 2 14,6 19 14,72 43 14,63
SCOtCheseveacescccsns 21 12,7 7 5.42 28 9.52
Frencheceeeescececses 9 5¢5 11 8.5 20 6.80
Swedisheeeeceeceecnce 2 1,2 2 1.5& 4 1,36
Norweglan..ecoccesese 1 .6 2 1.54 3 1,02
Syrian.eceecececccoes 1 .6 2 1,54 3 1,02
Polish............... 2 1.2 0 0.0 2 068
Russian. ceeeeccccecee 1 .6 0 0.0 1 .34
Canadian.....oceeeeees 1 o6 0 0.0 1 o34
Danisheeececseacecnns 0 0.0 1 77 1 o34
Jewigheeeeeeecocaones 0 0.9 1 17 1 o34
Spanish..cececceccsae 0 0.0 1 17 1 .34
SW1B8eesecenecrenones 0 0.9 1 o117 1 o34
Uncertain.ecececececoos 0 0.0 5 3,9 5 1,70
Potals®. ceocovccvsnes 165 ]100.0 129 100,00 | 294 100,00

*Note: The numbers shown in this table do not coincide with the
mumber of pupils making up the study due to the fact that more than one
nationality was represented in a number of pupils,
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According to figures of the United States census for 1930, of those
in Grand Rapids born of foreigzn varentage, the leadinz nationalities rev-
resented in round numbers are: Holland 21,000, Polish 9,000, German
7,500, British Isles 5,500, Scandinavian 3,200, Lithuanian 1,500, and
Italian 1,900,

The absence of any considerable number of Poles, Italians, and
Lithuanians among Ottawa Hills High School pupils may be explained by
the fact that these nationalities are concentrated in sections of the
city which are outside the Ottawa Hills School district. The absence
of these nationalities from the group studied indicates the probability
that some nationalities would be missing from most any other group used
for a study. Inasmuch as all of the natlonalities listed in the table,
and some others, make up the citizenry of the United States, it is im-
portant in the study of civics to develop an attitude of symnathy and

respect toward all of then,

TABLE VIII

PUPILS BORYW IN THE CITY IN WHICH THEY NOW LIVE

Boys Girls Total
Number | Pct. Number | Pct. Number | Pct.
YBSOOQOOUQQcoQOOQOOOO 62 66.7 51 6)4.5 113 65.7
No.l....'O.....QQOOOO 27 29.0 27 3u.2 5u 3l‘u
Uncertain.eeeeeeoesa. 4 4,3 1 1.3 5 2.9
TotalBeeooscoscoccoos 93 100,0 79 100,90 172 100,90

Tables VIII to X serve to determine a part of the pupils' geographi-

cal background,

born in a city other than the one wherein they now live; (2) 40.7 percent

They show that:

(1) 31.4 percent of the pupils were



TABLE IX

THE NUMBER OF CITIES A¥D TOWNS IN WHICH THE PUPILS
HAVE LIVED BESIDES THE PRESENT ONE

Boys Girls Total
Mumber | Pect. Number | Pect. Number| Pect.
NONCeeeeeeeseeenannns 57 61.3 45 57.0 102 59 3
One.vceecccccncacnnns 25 26.9 15 19,0 Lo 23.3
Twoooﬁtlo.lncucnao.oo )+ u’o} 7 809 11 6.
Three..'.....ll...'.. 2 2.1 2 2.5 2 2.3
FourO...OCOO..'l..CO. 3 3.2 5 6.3 8 )4.6
FiVG................. 1 1.1 2 2.5 E 107
More tha-n. five...;.—. l 1.1 3 308 20)"‘
TOtﬂlS.....o-.-o..--- 93 100.0 79 10000 172 100.0
TABLE X
PUPILS WHO HAVE LIVED ON A FARM
== ——
Boys Girls Total
Mumber | Pct, | Number | Pect. Number | Pct,
Yes....QOOOQQOOOOOOOI 9 9.7 a 3.8 12 7.0
No.o.ooouoo'ooca.aoooo 82 88.2 7 93.7 156 90.7
Uncertain,eceeeeeess. 2 2.1 2 2.5 4 2.3
Totals..o-O'nocooocoa 93 100.0 79 looto 172 100.0

of them have lived in at least one other city or town; and (3) 7 percent

have lived on a farm.

They also show that:

(1) 65.7 percent of the pupils were born in

the city wherein they now live; (2) 59.3 percent of them have never

lived in another city or town; and (3) 90.7 percent have never lived on

a farn.

of a high degree of stability of residence.

These figures place additional emphasis upon the indications

There are, however, not to

be neglected groups whose geographical background differs from that of
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the majority of pupils of the groun studied,

TABLE XI

PUPILS WiO PLAN TO FINISH HIGH SCHOOL, AND THOSE
WHO PLAY TO GO TO CCLLEGE

Boys Girls Total
Finish Hizh School Number | Pct, ‘umber| Pct. Number| Pect.
YBS...........-...... 86 92.5 73 920u 159 92.h
No..‘.'l'........l..' 1 1.1 1 1.3 2 1.2
Uncertain,eoeeesoess. 6 6. U 5 6.3 11 R
Tota)lSecesoosscaseans o3 100, 0 79 1600.0 172 100,0

Go to Collece

Te8eennnnnnnnnnnnnnns be | uws2 | s | uzo| 76 | w2

lIo..uovooo'ouoton'ooo 12 12.9 10 12.7 22 12.8

Uncertainieseesoscoes 39 41.9 35 Lh. 2 T 43.0

Totals........-...... 91 100.0 :{9 100.0 1]2 100.0
TAELE XII

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS TAKEN UP TO THE PRESEKT
ARE RANKED FIRST BY PUPILS ACCORDING TO
THEIR ENJOYLENT OF THEHN

Boys Girls Total

Mumber Pct. Mumber Pct, umber Pct.
Industrial Arts...... 45 g u 5 6.3 50 29.1
Englisheieeseceeccanns N 4,3 27 34,2 31 18.0
Historyeeeeeeececenns 13 14,0 12 15.2 25 14,5
ArithmeticCeceevvecnee 12 12.9 11 13.9 23 13,4
JSAPR=5 X« 10 10.75 10 12,7 20 11.6
Fine ArtSec.eeeceecse 6 6. 45 11 13,9 17 9.9
Scienceoto-oocccnoooo 3 3.2 3 J.s 6 3.5
TOta)lSeceosocesocense 93 100.0 79 100.0 172 100,0

By the boys, industrial arts, music, and fine arts were ranked first,

fourth, and fifth respectively among the subjects which they had enjoyed
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the most to date and third, ninth, and sixth among those which they vnlan
to take as much of as they possibly can in high school. ZEnglish, history,
arithmetic, and science which are high school gzraduation and college
entrance reguirements were ranked sixth, second, third, and seventh in
enjoyment to date and first, fourth, second, and sixth in their high
school plans,

By the girls, industrial arts, rusic, and fine arts were ranked
sixth, fifth, and third respectively in enjoyment to date and fifth,
ninth, and sixth resvectively in their plans for high school. English,
history, arithmetic, and science were ranked first, second, third, and
seventh in enjoyment to date and first, fourth, third, and sixth res-
vectively in their high school plans.

These figures indicate that music and fine arts rated lower with
both groups in their high school plans than they were rated as to enjoy-

ment to date and industrial arts were rated lower by the boys and hizher

TABLE XIII

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH HIGH SCHOOL SUBJECTS ARE RANKED FIRST BY PUPILS
ACCORDING TO THEIR PLANS TO TAKE AS MUCH OF AS IS POSSIBLE

Bqys Girls Total

Mumber| Pct. | Number| Pct. | Number| Pect.
EngliShc.-oocooaooo.- 31 3303 38 ugol 69 )"‘O.].
MathematicSeeeeoveces 20 2l.5 10 12,7 30 17.4
Industrial Arts,..... 16 17.2 4 5.1 20 11.6
Commercial Work...... 5 5.l 11 13.9 16 9.3
HiBtOI‘Y........o..-.. 8 806 5 603 13 706
SCience......-....... )'I’ )"’03 3 308 7 )4'01
Fine ArtS.ceeeeeeen.e. Y 4,3 3 3.8 7 4.1
Foreign Language..... 3 3.2 3 3.8 6 3.5
MUS1Ceeeooooeeosacons 2 2.2 2 2.5 L 2.3
TotalSeesesssosesosce 03 100, C 79 100,0 172 100,0
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by the girls in their high school plans than they were rated as to en-
joyment to date.

The fizures also indicate that English was ranked higher with the
boys and received the same rankingzg by the girls in their hizh school
plans as compared with its ranking as to enjoyment to date; history was
ranked lower by both groups in their plans than in their enjcyment to
date; arithmetic was ranked higher by the boys and tane same by the girls
as to their high school plans; and science was ranked higher as to their
high school plans than it was ranked as to their enjoyment of it to date.

From tables XII and XIII it appears that no decided disnarity ex-
ists between the pupils' high school plans and their enjoyment of sub-
jects to date. Guidance in history is indicated to fulfill hizh school
graduation requirements and in elective subjects to afford an opvortunity

to engaze in activities wnhich they appear to have enjoyed the most.

TABLE XIV

JOBS OR TASKS WHICH THE PUPILS EAVE OUTSIDE
OF SCHOOL HOURS

e ——— e

e e e et s
—[r—‘ ———————— —

Boys Girls Total

Mumber | Pct. Number] Pct, Yumber | Pct,
Chores, housework,etc. | 127 78.4 95 82,6 222 80,1
None......'..."..'... ll 6.8 lo 8.7 21 7.6
Gainful employment.... 15 9.3 1 9 16 5.8
Child Care.....-.-..-. 2 1.2 9 708 11 )400
Washing careeececcscces 6 2T 0 0.0 6 2.2
Choir sincinZ..eeeeese 1 .6 0 0.9 1 .3
Totals®eeeecoaoconnnse 162 100,0 115 100,90 277 100.9

*It will be noted that the totals in tables XIV and XV are larger
than the total number of boys and girls making uo the study due to the
vupils having more than one job or task or choosing more than one tyve
of work which they would like to do after discontinuing going to school,
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WORK WHICH PUPILS WOULD LIKE MOST TO DO AFTER DISCONTINUING
GOING TO SCHOOL

Boys Girls Total
Number| Pct. Number| Pct. Number| Pct.
Business and finance.. 16 15.1 32 32.99 4g 23.6
Professions and their

assistantseceecece.. 17 16.0 16 16.49 33 16.
Uncertainesecceesesaae 8 7.5 9 9.28 17 8,
Aeronauticsee..ce.cve.. 15 14,2 1 1,03 16 7.9
Reporting and writing. 5 4,7 10 10,31 15 7.4
Commercial Art, De-~

signing, Archi-

tecturesceeeceseenes 7 6.6 7 7.22 14 6.9
Entertainment......... 3 2.8 11 11,34 14 6.9
MechanicSeeeeeesecanse 10 9.4 0 0.0 10 4.9
Teaching or Mission-

BT Jesesoecsccccssene 0 0.0 10 10.31 10 )409
Fireman or Engineer... 9 8.5 0 0.9 9 b h4
Farming and Outdoor. .o 6 . 50 7 0 0.9 6 2. 9
Government Service.... Y 2.8 0 0.0 Y 2.0
Common Laboreeeeeeeess 4 3.8 0 0.0 2 1.0
Chemistry and geology. 2 1.9 o} 0,0 2 1,0
DieteticSeeceoccvcones 0 0.0 1 1,03 1 )
Totals®eesoeeoccossoss | 106 100,0 | 97 100,9 203 100,90

*It will be noted that the totals in tables XIV and XV are larger
than the total number of boys and girls making up the study due to the
pupile having more than one job or task or choosing more than one type
of work which they would like to do after discontinuing going to school,

TABLE XVI

PUPILS HAVING FRIENDS OR RELATIVES TO HELP THEM SECURE THE WORK
THEY DESIRE MOST TO DO AFTER DISCONTINUING
GOING TO SCHOOL

W

Boys Girls Total
Number| Pct, Number| Pct. Number| Pct.
Yee...-.....-......... 39 )“‘109 23 2901 62 36.0
No.‘.........""....- 28 30.1 17 21.5 hs 26‘2
Uncertain.eeeeeeseeosns 26 28,0 29 49,4 65 37,8
Totals................ 93 10000 7& 100,90 L?g 100,0
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TABLE XVII

THE PARTICULAR WORX WHICH THE PUPILS' FATHERS HAVE
IN THEIR PRESE.T E.PLOYMENT

Boys Girls Total
Number | Pct, Yumber| Pct, Number | Pct,
Business and finance,. 36 33,71 4o 53,16 78 45.3
Common 1abOTeeesecececes 14 15,06 10 12,66 | 24 14,0
Building industryee... 12 12.90 3 3,79 15 8.7
Trades and CraftSe.... Y 4,30 10 12,66 | 14 8.1
Fireman or engineer... 8 8. 60 2 2.54 10 5.8
ProfessionSe..cececess 6 6. 45 0 0.0 6 3.5
Government employ..... 3 3e23 3 3679 6 3.5
Smoll private
business.esececccsss 6 6.45 0 0.0 6 3.5

Artist and drafting... 0 0.00 2 2.54 2 1,2
UncertaiNeeeeeeoeeeess 4 li, 20 7 8. 86 11 6,4
TotalSeeeoeooroscsnsne 93 | 100,90 79 100,90 172 100,90

Tables XIV to XVII afford a means of determining the occupational
plans of the pupils, the tasks which they had at the time of answering
the ouestionnaire, the assistance which they exnected to receive in get-
tinz the jobs they desired, and the occupations of the fathers.

It is seen that:; (1) only 5.8 percent were gainfully employed:

(2) 23.6 percent had chosen "business and finance" for their life-work;
(3) 45.3 percent of the fathers were engaged in "business and finance";
and (4) 36 percent exvected to receive help from friends or relatives
in securingz their desired work,

The figures are indicative of: (1) a fairly large amount of help
in obtaining their desired employment:; (2) a high degree of vrecedent
in their occupational choices; and (3) the orobability of a large per-
centage of the pupils enterin; upon permanent employment with little or

no previous exverience in working for others.
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TABLE XVIII

SECTIONS OF THE DAILY PAPERS WHICH PUPILS READ REGULARLY

Boys Girls Total

Number | Pct, Number | Pct. Number | Pct.
Funnies.ccceccccecces 86 19.1 67 21.90 153 20,2
Front pageececeececse T4 16. 4 49 16.01| 123 16.2
SpOrtSicececeesccccne 66 14,6 34 11,11} 100 13,2
War NewsSe.cecececocoos 71 15.7 16 5023 87 11.5
Local newsS...ceecevee 41 9.1 22 7.19 63 8.3
Crime newsSee.ecevee.. 45 10.90 16 5¢23 61 8.1
Soclety section...... 4 .9 46 15,03 50 6.6
Storiescececececceces 5 1.1 25 8.17 30 4,0
HobbieBeeeroooeoonnne 18 4,0 12 3.92 30 4,0
AdBe.eececencrccnenna 16 3.5 7 2.29 23 3.0
Editorialse.eeceeeeces 17 3.8 5 1,63 22 2.9
All. . ocecoocooconsnse 8 1.8 7 2. 29 15 2.0
Totals®.o.oeeeoesoace 451 100.0 306 100,0 | 757 100,90

TABLE XIX

MAGAZINES WHICH THE PUPILS READ REGULARLY

Boys Girls Total

Number | Pct. Number | Pct. Number | Pect.

Juvenile magazines.... 58 29.293| 136 19.1 9y 24,3
Life, Look, Pic, etc.. 38 19.193] 28 14,9 66 17.1
Saturday Evening Post,

Liverty, etCececcees 39 19,687 12 6.4 51 13.2
Home and Garden maga-
211108...;...-....... 2 1'010 29 15.)“ 31 800

American, Cosmopoli-

tan, and McCall's... 3 1.515] 25 13.3 28 7.3
Mechanical and Scien-

tific magazines..... 15 71.576 2 1.1 17 44
Movie magazines....... 1 .505| 15 8.0 16 4.1
Reader's Digestees.... 6 3.030 6 2.2 12 3.1
News-Week, Time,etc... 6 3,030 Yy 2.1 10 2.6

*Note: The totels in tables XVIII and XIX are larger than the total
number of pupils responding to the questionnaire due to the pupils in-
dicating they read more than one section of the daily varers or more than
one megazine,



TABLE XIX (Continued)
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Boys Girls Total

Number | Pct. Number | Pct. Mumber | Pct.

National Geographic... 2 1,010 4 2.1 6 1.6
Parente, Child Life,

etc..calc-oo.-.oooc. 1 .505 5 2.7 6 106

Outdoor magazines..... L 2.020 0 0.0 4 1.0

Dance and MusiCeecesoo 1 «H05 0 0.0 1l 3

None.ii'.'."..."".. 22 11.111 20 10.6 ug 10.9

Totals‘.'.ll‘..'.....' 198 1OOQO 188 100.0 386 100.0

*Note: The totals in tables XVIII and XIX are larger than the total
number of pupils responding to the questionnaire due to the pupils indi-
cating they read more than one section of the dally papers or more than

one magazine,

TABLE XX

MAGAZINES WHICH THE PUPILS READ NOW AND THEN

Boys Girls Total
Mumber { Pct. Tumber | Pct. Number | Pct.
Saturday Evening Post,

Liverty, etCecececso. ] 24,0 23 17.0 64 20.9
Life, Look, Pic, etc.. 40 23.& 22 16.3 62 20.3
Home Journalse..cececoso 8 .7 18 13,3 26 8.5
American, Cosmopoli-

tan, and lcCall's... 11 6o Ut 14 10. 4 25 8,2
Movie and "True"

Storiesiecccecsecces 5 2.9 14 10,4 19 6.2
Juvenile magazines.... 11 6.4 7 5e 2 18 5.9
Reader's Digestec..... 7 ] 9 6.7 16 52
Mechanical and Scien-

tificiececiceeescccces 12 7.0 0 0.0 12 3.9
Parents, Child Life,

@tCeecrcccercrcnanae 0 0.0 11 8.1 11 3.6
Home and GardeNieeee.. 1 .6 9 6.7 10 3,32
News-Veek, Time, etc.. 6 3.5 1 o7 7 2.3
Outdoor magazines..... 6 3.5 0 0.0 6 2.C
Bsquire, etCeeeccceeee 1 .6 4 3.0 5 1.6
Western and Detective. 3 1.7 0] 0.0 3 1.0
National Geographic... 2 1,2 0 0.0 2 .6
Motor and Travel maga-

ZiNneSeeseccecensonse 2 1.2 0 0.0 2 .6
NONCeoseoosoosconsosss 15 8, 8 3 202 18 5.9
Potals®. ceesocovscsoes | 171 100.0 135 100.0 306 100.0

*Note: The totals in table XX are larger than the total number of

pupils due to the fact that a number of pupils indicated that they read
two or more magazines,



TABLE XXI

NUMBER OF BOOKS WHICH TEE PUPILS READ COLPLETELY
THROUGH IN A TWO-iOiTHS PERIOD

Boys Girls Totzal

Mumber | Pct. Tumber | Pet. Yumber ] Pct.
}Ione’..‘..l... o ® 00 000 5 5.u 10 12.6 15 8.7
one..'."....'...."‘ 19 20. 7 8.9 26 15.1
TWO..C.'.O......O.‘.. 19 20.’4 9 1.]'.)'L 28 16.3
mree'.'....l' e 9 0 ® 000 18 19‘h 18 22'8 36 20.9
Four......'."... o o0 0 lo 10.8 7 8.9 17 9.9
Fiveoooocooococooococ 7 705 8 lool 15 807
Six........I....Oldl. 6 6.1* 5 6.3 11 6.)-"
seven......tl‘..b..'. l 1'1 1 1.3 2 l.2
Eight..........'..... u u.} )4 5.1 8 u.?
More than eightece... 4 4,3 10 12.6 14 8.1
Tot2)lSeeosscosnsvoonss 03 100,0 79 100.0 172 100.0

Tables XVIII to XXI serve to determine the reading habits of the
pupils with whom thls study is concerned.

From the tables it is evident that: (1) boys and girls read the
"funnies" in the daily pavers more than any other section:; (2) juvenile
and picture magazines represent almost one-half of the boys' and over
one-third of the girls' regular magazine reading; (3) the punils read an
average of 3.5 bocks per pupil during a two-ménths period; and (Y4) ex-
cept for the newspapers, a considerable group did no reading whatever
in esch item,

The figures indicate: (1) a fair volume of reading; (2) consider-
able emphasis upon recreational reading; (3) a small amount of cultural
and educational reading:; and (U4) the existence of a2 considerable group

who do no reading beyond the daily papers.






TAELE XXII

HUMBER OF EVENINGS DURING A SEVEX-DAY PERIOD
WHICH THE PUPILS SPELT AT HOLE

2l

Bors Girls Total

Number Pct.| Number | Pct, | Number | Pct,
None................- )'l' )'I'oa 5 603 9 5'23
one....ooncooonlonouc 2 50 2 205 7 MCCY
TWO..........'....... ]"'03 3 308 7 )4'007
T}lree........o.c.ll’. 15 16.1 18 22'8 33 19I19
FOUTeeeeerencoacacnne 23 24,7 15 19.0 38 22.09
Fiveseceoeeveocensens 20 2l.5 8 10.1 23 16. 2%
six.C....C".Obt..‘.O lo lo.g 18 22.8 28 16028
Seveneecceoeceseeesns 12 12,9 10 12.7 22 12,79
Totalsocoooucooooooll 93 100.0 Zi 100.0 1]2 100.00

TABLE XXIII
YULBER COF OVIES SEEN BY THE PUPILS
DURING A SEVEN-DAY PERIOD
Boys Girls Total

Number | Pct. Mumber | Pct., | Mumber | Pct.
None................. 27 2900 28 35‘)4')4 55 32.0
One..-............... ul l‘”"’cl 25 3106h’ 66 380)4
i Y R 20 21.5 20 25. 32 Ty 23.2
Three.............‘... 2 2.15 1 1027 3 1.7
Four.....---....-...; 2 2015 5 6033 7 L"Ol
sevenOCOt..'.ooﬁooooo 1 1.1 O 0.0 1 .6
Totals............... 93 100.0 79 100.0 1]2 100.0




TABLE XXIV

PUPILS WHO ATTELD SUNDAY SCHOOL AND/OR CHURCH
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Boys © Girls Total
lumber | Pct. Number | Pct. Number | Pect,
Sunday School
YeSeeeereecrooccnnnne 70 5e3 60 75.9 130 75.6
No’...’...........l.. 23 2u.7 1L 2&.1 h‘z 21‘.)4
TotalSeeeocoaosccosces 973 100, 0 79 §100.0 172 100,0
Church
Never..-‘.........l.. 16 17.2 9 110)4 25 lu.s
Fairly Regularly..... 5 37.6 31 39,2 66 gs.u
Every Sundayeeeeseoss 2 bhs, 2 79 4o, 81 7.1
TotalSeesosocosccsnes 93 100, 0 79 100,0 172 100.0
TABLE XXV
PUPILS W:O BELONG TO THE Y, 4, C. A, OR Y. W, C. A.
Bovs Girls Total
Mumber | Pct, Number | Pct, Mumber | Pct.
YeSecaeeeacocescanene 11 11.8 2 6.3 16 9.3
Noooooo.-oo‘o ----- [ X 82 88.2 _7 9307 156 3007
TOtals.ooooo'.t.-oooo Jl 10000 ]9 10000 172 100.0
TABLE XXVI

PUPILS WHO BELCNG TO CHURCH, SCHOOL, OR KEIGHBOREOOD CLUBS

Boys Girls Total
Yumber | Pct. ¥umber | Pct, Yumber | Pct.
YOS eeeoeeesveccacnes 73 78.5 67 84,8 140 81,4
NOseooeoosoosoceosvss 20 2l. 5 12 15.2 72 18.6
TotalSeeeeeesoesccose 93 100, C 79 100.0 172 100,C
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Tables XXII to XXVI serve to determine the status of the home,
comnunity, and religious relationshins of the group used in this study.
It is evident that there were: (1) 1%.27 percent of the puvils who
were out all but two evenings or less during the seven-day period stud-
ied; (2) 6.4 percent of the pupils who attended three or more movies
during the seven-day period;_(}) 2k.4 percent who do not attend Sunday
School and 14,5 percent who never attend church; and (4) 13,6 vercent
who belonzed to no church, school, or neighborhood club,
The tables also show that: (1) 86,63 percent of the pupils were
at home three or more evenings during the seven-day period: (2) 60.4
percent saw only one movie or none during the same veriod; (3) 75.6
percent attended a Sunday School and 85.5 percent attended church every
Sunday or fairly regularly; and (4) %1.4 percent belonged to one or
more cmurch,

school, or neighborhood clubs, These figures indicate a

favorable condition of home, comrmnity, and religious relationships,

TABLE XXVII
PUPILS' ATTITUDES ON VARIOUS CIVIC QUESTIONS

(a) The white race is the best on earth,

Boy = Girls Total
Number Pct, Yumber Pct, Mumber | Pct,
PrU€eececescacoscaase 21 22,6 19 24,0 4o 23.3
Fals@eceoeeesrooccans U9 52.7 4o 53,2 91 52.9
Uncerteinieeeeeseeoee 23 24,7 18 22.8 41 23,8
TotalSesesesvescosses 93 100,0 79 100,0 172 100,90
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(b) The United States is unquestionably the best country in the world.

Boys Girls Total
Number Pct. Number Pct., Mumber Pct.
TmGo..oo-...-.ololoo us usoh 35 uho} 80 h605
FalSCeeeececcecooccns 30 22.3 20 25.3 50 29.1
Uncertain,.coueeeeono.. 18 19. 3 o4 30, 4 lip 2L, 4
Totals....l.'....l LK ] 93 1%.0 Ja_ 100.O 172 100.0

(c) Every good citizen should act according to the following statement:
"My country=-rizht or wrong "

Boys Girls Total
Mumber | Pct. Number | Pct. Mumber | Pct.
IU€escesocccrcocense 56 60.2 30 33,0 86 50.0
FalS@uieeosvecrroccnne 17 13.3 27 3,2 Ll 25.6
Uncertainee.eeeee oo 20 21.5 22 27.8 Lo oh, 4
TOtals.oooo'ooocovooo sl 100.0 79 loo.o 172 100.0

(d) The United States was entirely rigzht and England entirely wrong
in the American Revolution,

Boys Girls Total
Number Pct. Yumber Pct. Number | Pct.
Tme.........l....... 22 23.6 8 10.1 30 m?.h
FalSCeeeeevsoscscsane 50 53.8 1 51,9 91 52.9
Uncertain.eeeceecesees 21 22.6 20 23,0 51 29.7
TotalSescaseoocosoocos 93 100,D 79 100,90 172 100,90

(e) A pacifist in war

time is a slacker and should be prosecuted by the

government,
Boys Girls Total
Number Pct. Number Pct. Yumber | Pct.
PrUCeeveocscaccsscanse 35 37.6 15 19.0 50 29.1
FalsCeecaveccocansnns 16 17.2 20 25.3 35 20.9
Uncertain..eeeeeeeees 4o 45,2 4y 55, 7 86 50,0
TOt2LlSeeososococsocos 93 | 100.0 79 100.9 172 100.90
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(f) The fact that some men have so much money and that others have so

little shows that there is an unjust condition in this country which

should be changed,

Boys Girls Total
lumber | Pct. Number| Pct. Yumber | Pect,
TIU@eeoceoecasccances 53 35.5 16 20.2 kg 28.5
False......OOOOOOl... 5 ug.u 33 )4108 78 u5.3
Uncertain.e.e........ 15 16.1 20 28,0 L5 26,1
Tot2)Seeeceeceoocanss 93 100,0 79 100,0 172 100.0
(g) The best citizens always live in the best part of town.
Boys Girls " Total
Yumber | Pct, Number| Pct., Mumber | Pct.
Tmeoq.ucoaonooo.-col 3 3.2 5 603 8 u‘?
Falsel.oo-.oaoconccoo 85 910)4 70 8806 155 9001
Uncertain,e.eeeeeeeo.s 5] Se U 4 5.1 9 5.2
TotalSeeeeooososcoess 97 100,0 79 100,0 172 100.0
(h) It is better to own a car than to own your own home.
Boys Girls Total
Yumber | Pct, Number| Pct,. Mumber | Pct,
Tme..-...-..--anouoo 5 5.)4 7 8.9 12 7.0
False..",...'."O... 75 80.6 56 70.9 131 76.
Uncertain.o.ooooe. ... 13 14,0 16 20,2 29 16. 8
TOtB.lS........-....-. 93 loooo 79 loooo 172 100.0

Table XXVII affords a basis for determining the status of the civic
attitudes and beliefs of the individuals concerned.

It will be seen that from 4,7 percent to 50 percent of the pupils
believed various statements to be "true," from 2C0.9 to 90.1 percent be-
lieved they were "false," and from 5.2 to 50 percent were "uncertain,"

From 2.2 percent to 60.2 percent of the boys believed various state-
ments to be "true," and from 6.3 to L4, 3 percent of the girls believed

them "true." From 17.2 to 91.U4 percent of the boys believed various
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statements to be "false," and from 25,3 to 83.6 vercent of the girls
believed them "false." The "uncertain" responses of the boys varied
from 5.4 to 45,2 percent, and those of the girls ranged from 5.1 to
55.7 percent,

It will also be seen that the statement receiving the smallest
percentage of "true" resronses from the boys also received the smallest
percentage of "true" resnmonses from the girls, The same statement re-
celved the smallest percentage of "uncertain" responses by both zroups
of pupils. Two stzatements received the lowest percentage of "false"
responses by the zirls; one of these statements also received the lowest
percentage of "false" responses by the boys.

The statement which received the highest vercentage of "false"
responses and the statement which received the hizhest percentaze cf
"Uncertain" was the same for the boys as for the girls., The statement
which received the highest percentage of "true" responses was not the
same for both groups.

When the statements which received the lowest and highest percent-
ages are considered, it is interesting to note that, although the ver-
centages are not the same, the boys and girls agreed five out of six
times.

The difference between the amount of agreement in the resnonses
of the boys and girls varied from .3 percent to 22,2 percent. Ten re-
sponses varied less than 5 vercent, five varied from 5 to 10 percent,
three varied from 10 to 15 percent, four varied from 15 to 20 percent,
and two varied from 20 to 22.2 percent,

It is shown in this table that there is a grouvo of considerable
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size which indicate a sane and tolerant democratic attitude on each of

the statements.,

There is also a sizeable group which indicate uncer-

tainty as to their attitude or helief in each of the statements, or an

attitude or belief contrary to a democratic attitude of tolerance and

loyalty.

phases of civics vwherein dyramic democracy is the keyrote,

TABLE XXVIII

POINTS OF DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN PAREITS AND PUPILS

(a) Use of the automobile,

This indicates a condition requiring particular emphasis uvon

Boys Girls Total
Numher Pct, Mumber Pct. Yumber Pect,
Alwaysoaooooc'ococoo- 3 3.2 O 0.0 3 1071+
SometimeSecceevaccssn. 33 75.5 14 17.7 L7 27.32
e VT covosovoansoses 77 61,3 65 82.3 | 122 70.93
POtALSeeeecnccnoncase 93 100, 0 79 100,0 172 100,0
(b) Your marks at school.
Boys Girls Total
Mumber | Pct. Munmber | Pct. Pumber Pct.
Always..o-o"ooooooto 6 50”’ 1 1'3 6 3'5
SometimesSeeeceececess 65 69.9 ug 60.7 113 65.7
Never................ 23 euOJ 30 18'0 53 39'8
T0ta)lSeeeooescosoccsscs 93 100,0 79 100,0 172 100,C

(¢) Number of times you go out on school nights during the week,

Boys Girls Total
| Number | Pct. | ¥umber| Pct, | Number | Pct,.
Alwaysﬁiono-oooo'onco 10 1008 5 6.33 15 807
SometimeSeeececececss 56 60.2 43 SH.NE 99 57.6
Neverooto-oaocooooooo 27 2%0 31 39'2 58 33‘7
TotalSeeeeeoosscccons 037 100, 0 719 100,0 172 100,0




(d) The boys and girls you choose as friends.
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Bo;g Girls Total
Number Pct. Number Pct, Mumber Pct,
Always.....‘..‘..l". 7 7.5 1 1.2 8 u.?
sometimes......--.--o uo )"‘3.0 33 h’log 73 ugoh
Never....... ceccesane U5 9,5 5 57.0 01 52,9
To0t81lBeeoasosososones 93 100,0 79 100,0 172 100,0
(e) Your spending money.
Boys Girls Total
F¥amber Pct, Number Pct. Mumber Pct,
AlwaySOOOQQUOCC.‘IOOO 8 8'6 2 2053 10 5.8
Sometimese..eesecoess 57 6l.3 52 65.82| 109 63. 4
NeVerseoeoseeoeeooses 28 30,1 25 21,65 53 20, &
Tot8lg8eeoocoocccascoe 93 100,0C 19 100.0 172 100,0
(f) The hour at which you get in at night,
Boys Girls Total
Yumber Pct. Mumber Pct, Humber | Pct,
AlWaYSeeeeeeocanceanne 19 20. 4 11 i3.9 30 17,44
Sometimes..ﬂ'.OQOOOOO l*9 52.7 35 '3 gu l*S. 81+
NEeVOTY e vsceoncooosnes 25 2€.9 33 41,8 58 23,72
TotalSesecoseoccccocne 93 100,0 79 100,0 172 100, 0
(g) Home duties (tending furnace, lawns, cooking, etc.).
Boys Girls Total
Mumber | Pect. Number Pct. Mumber | Pct,
uways............-UQo 10 1007 6 7.6 16 903
SometimeSeeeececeneess Y 61.% Ly 55. T 101 58. T
never..."!.'."".... 26 28‘0 % 36.7 55 32’0
Totals..........'..... 93 10000 79 100.0 1]2 100.0




(n) Church and Sunday School attendance.
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Boys Girls Tqtal
Number Pct. Number| Pct. Yumber| Pct.
Mway80.ooooaoooocooo lo 10.7 5 6.33 15 8.7
SometimeSe.veceeeasns 29 31,2 14 17.72 43 25.0
lIever'..Ct...‘......l 5u 58‘1 60 ]5.9'- llh 66.3
Totals..l....'l...‘.' 93 loo‘c ]9 loo.o 172 100.0
(1) Clubs or societies to which you belong.
Boys Girls Total
Mumber Pct, Mumber | Pct. Nunmber | Pct,
Mmys..ocoooooooocco n u‘3 1 1.3 5 2'9
SometimesSeeeececacene 20 2l.5 21l 26.6 41 23.8
Nevereeeeooeecooesees 69 74,2 57 ~72.1 126 133
Totalsoaoo'oono-oocoo 93 10000 71 100.0 112 loooo

(j) sunday observance, aside from just going to church and Sunday School.

Boys Girlsg Total
Number| Pct. Yumber | Pct, Yumber | Pct,
uways.ooo'ocacoooooo 5 5.)4 O Ooo 5 209
Sometimes. ®e00 000 33 3505 27 3’4.2 60 3)".9
NeVer..eeoeeeeeaoenes 55 59. 1. 52 65. 8 107 62.2
Tot2lSeeeiovscoooones 93 100,0 79 100.0 172 100, C
(k) The way you dress,
Boys Girls Total
Number Pct. Mumber | Pct. Number | Pct.
AlWaYSeeeeeeoeosecees 11 11,8 L 5.1 15 8.7
sometimes..o-o eeos oo 53 5700 ul 51.9 9u 5u.7
Never................ & 3102 3)4 u}.o 63 36.6
TotalSeeesoocoocossss 973 100,0 19 100,0 172 100,0
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— e e e e
Boys Girls Total
Mumber| Pct. Tumber | Pct. Mumber | Pect.
AlWaySeseeeeeeeeenens 12 12,9 11 13.924| 23 13.4
SometimeS.eeecesoeces 27 29.0 28 25,4431 55 32,0
NeVer.eeeooeosoososss 54 58,1 40 50,6334 9L R4, 6
TOtalSeseoseooscenncs 93 100,0 79 100.9 172 100,90
(m) Your life work.
Boys Girls Total
Mumber Pct, Tumber Pect, Number Pct,
MW&)’BI'.QQ....D..... 9 9'7 L" 501 13 706
SometimeSeececcoesese 70 32,2 29 36,7 59 34,3
Never..toootaoo.oto-o 514’ 5801 L“6 5802 100 _58Ol
TOtE)lSecesoooccnscsns 93 100,90 79 10C.0 172 100,90
(n) Their beinz too strict with you,
Bove Girls Total
Yumber| Pct, Mumber | Pct, Mumber | Pct.
M'ays...QQOQQOCUOOOQ o o.o 2 2‘5 2 1.2
SometimesSsesesocescsas 3U 36, 6 18 22.8 2 30.2
Iqever.'ﬂ'.......IOOQQ _59 61.h j9 7u.7 118 68.6
Tota)lSeeeeosoococesae 93 100,90 79 100.9 172 100.0

Table XXVIII revezls the amount of disagreement between the pupils

with whom this study is concerned and their parents,

It will be noted that from 1.2 percent to 17.LU4 percent of the pupils

indicated they "always" had disagreements with their parents over various

items listed in the table, from 23,8 to 65.7 pvercent "sometimes" had dis-

agreements, and from 30.8 to 73,3 percent "never" had disazreements.,

From 0.7 vercent to 20,4 percent of the boys and from 0.0 to 13.9

percent of the girls indicated they "always" disagreed with their parents
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over certain items, From 21,5 to 69.9 percent of the boys and from 17.7
to 65.8 percent of the girls "sometimes" disagreed with their parents.
From 24,7 to 74,2 percent of the boys and from 31.65 to 82.3 percent of
the girls indicated they "never" disagreed with their parents over cer-
tain items listed in the table.

The item which received the highest vercentage of "always" resnonses
was the same for the boys and the girls. Yo other resnonse received the
highest or lowest percentage by both groups.

The difference between the amount of agreement in the resvonses
of the boys and zirls varied from O.1 percent to 21.0 percent., Sixteen
responses varied less than 5 percent, sixteen varied from 5 to 10 percent,
eight varied from 10 to 15 percent, one varied between 15 and 20 percent,
and one varied between 20 and 25 percent,

It will be seen in several items of the table that a majority of
the groun indicated the existence of a favorable home relationghip, There
is also evidence in several other items that considerable disazreement
was occasional or constant,

The writer is of the opinion that such disagreements occur more cr
legs frequently in most homes. Many of them are symptomatic of admst-
ments peculiar to boys and girls of the aze group studied. They are
cften regarded by many children as extremely serious, inﬁicating, to
them, a condition abnormal either with themselves or with their narents.

The teacher of civics should be aware that such difficulties are
being encountered by the nupils and that the future mental well-being

of many youths is denendent uvon the parents' and teachers' methods of
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dealing with the problems, A he2lthy mental and social attitude can be
mainteined by the pupils if the seeming difficulties are faced squarely
as occurrences commen to most every individual going throuzh or having
gone through that particular t se-period.

Special emohasis is indicated in the teaching of civics upon the
various phases of home relationships wnich are freauent causes of dis-

agreement,



CHAPTER III

CONCLUSION

Summary. Education in civics, to be effective, must strive to
meet the requirements of the particular group of pupils with whom the
teacher has to work. These requirements vary from city to city and from
one district to another within the same city. A list of requirements,
or needs, or problems, established in one city, or district within a
city, might well, therefore, fail to meet the needs of a different
group of pupils,

Inasmich as no attermpt had ever been made to discover the particu-
lar civic needs or probiems of the vupils of Ottawa Hills High School,
a survey of that group was necessary to ascertain, if possible, the
problems peculiar to them,

The results of that survey are presented in the tables of Chapter
II. The data contained in those tables indicate certain specific civic
problems of the eighth grade puvils of Ottawa Hills High School which
are enumerated below and translated into specific objectives:

A problem is indicated by the facts that: (1) the majority of the
pupils agree it is better to own one's own home than to own a car; (2)
the pupils' families ovn an average of slizhtly more than one car per
family; and (3) over half of the pupils' families do not own their own
homes, Specific objectives based upon this problem are:

1. To assist the pupils to develop with thelr parents a mutual

understanding of thrift and conservation,
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2. To assist the pupils to develop the ability to decide between

the desirability of satisfyinz immediate or ultimate desires,

Another problem is indicated by the facts that: (1) percentages
ranging from 12,2 percent to 61.6 percent of the fathers and mothers
were born in other cities, states, and countries; (2) a small group of
the pupils were born on a farnm; (3) nearly one-half of the puvils have
lived in other cities and towns; and (U4) several nationalities having a
considerable representation in Grand Rapids' total population have prac-
tically none at Ottawa Hillg Hizh School. An objective based upon this

problem is:

3. To assist the pupils to develop attitudes of resvect, sympathy,

and tolerance toward all races, creeds, and nations, and toward all in-

dividuals and groups which make up the community, the state, and the

nation.

A problem is suggested by the facts that: (1) many of the puoils
expect to receive aid from friends or relatives in securing permanent
employment; and (2) many appear destined to enter permanent employment
with 1little or no previous experience in workinz for others, Civics
objectives based upon the above problem are:

4, To assist the pupils to discover their interests and aptitudes

in one or more occupational fields and to plan their education toward

the realization of their potentlalities as cdmoletelz»gg.possible.

5. To assist the pupils to develop an aporeciation of the diznity

of honest labor and the attendant truth that ability end results are

usually criteria for success and advancement.

Another problem is connected with the focts that: (1) more boys
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and girls read the funniesthan any other section of the daily papers:
(2) Juvenile and victure magazines represented the major vortion of the
boys' and girls' regular reading; and (3) a considerable groun did no
reading beyond that of the daily papers. An objective founded unon
tais problem is:

6. To assist the pupils to cultivate an enduring interest in recd-

ing for pleasure, for knowledge of current events, for advancement in

their chosen vocation, and for cultural advancement,

A problem is suggested by the fact that considerable groups of
pupils: (1) belong to no school, neighborhood, or church;clubs; (2)
do not attend church nor Sunday School; (3) were out nearly every nizht
during a seven-day period; and (U4) seemingly go to the movies every time
they leave their homes for an afternoon or evening., Three further ob-
Jectives are based upon the above-indicated problem:

7. To assist the pupils to obtain the information necessary for

them to be able to discriminate between worthwhile and questionable

entertainment,

8, To assist the pupils to obtain an apnreciation of the fact that

a large number of our laws are a result of customs and beliefs having

thelr source in religious teachings,

9. To assist the punils to ga2in an annreciation of the foundation

which the past has built for the present.

Another problem is suggested by the resvonses to the items in the
questionnaire rezarding civic attitudes and beliefs, and nossible points
of disagreement between them and their parents, namely: (1) groups

ranging from 16.8 to 50 percent of the total number were uncertain as
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to their attitude on particular itens; (2) groups ranging from 17.4
to 29.1 percent of the total number expressed convictions on various
civic questions reflecting questionable democratic attitudes; and (3)
groups ranczing from 26.7 to 69,2 percent of the total number asserted
that they have constant or occasional disagreement with their parents
over personal, home, school, religious, or comrunity problems. An
ebjective 1s based upon the above problem:

10. To assist the pupils to develop prover social attitudes in re-

gard to the rights of others in their families, grouns, school, and

commnity,
Limitations. The efforts of tnis study are confined to the dis-

covery of problems of the eighth grade pupils of Ottawa Hills Hizh School
and the establishment of specific objectives in the teaching of civies
at that school for the solution of such problems. Yo claim is made that
the objectives established as a result of this study will serve as ob-
Jectives for other groups.

It is probable that the questionnaire used covered too large a
range of activities rather than confining itself to a more exhaustive
study of one or two areas.

Sugzestions for Further Study. A number of further studies sugzest

themselves to compnlement the work done in this study. Amonz them are:
1., More thorough investization in each of the areas making up the
present study, vossibly a complete check-list or questionnaire on each
area,
2. The construction of adequate pre-tests or check-lists to deter-

mine the knowledge and attitudes of the vunils when they enroll in the
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course,

3. The construction of a revised course of study to include a
body of material intended not only for the general recuirements of the
city schools as a whole, but also for the particular needs of the 8-2
puvils at Ottawa Hills Hizh School,

4, The construction of adequate tests and check-lists to determine

the knowledge and attitudes of the purils upon completion of the course,



APPENDIX

Questionnaire used for this study
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CIVICS QUESTIONIAIRE

Purpose: The purpose of this gquestionnaire is to discover the
problems that are common to a large percentage of the punils of Ottawa
Eills High School., The problems which are faced by individuals are
placed in definite areas and the aquestionnaire is constructed so that
each group of questions bears unon one of these areas,

Directions: The items in this list zre =2rranged so that they may
be answered in one of the three followingz ways: (1) where the words
"True," "False," end "Uncertain"; "Yes," "No," and "Uncertain"; or
"Always," "Sometimes," and "Never" anpear, underline the one which in-
dicates your answer; (2) where other words avpear at the right, place
a check after the word which indicates your answer; (3) where only a
blank occurs, fill in the blank es indicated by the question.

Answer all of the items, Take plenty of time to answer so that
your resvonse will not be a guess, but the result of your best think-
ing,

Please answer the cuestions frankly and fully. Ve do not ask you
to sign your name and the information will remain entirely confidential,

Group I. The Home and Its Background

1, Are you a boy or a girl? Boy Girl

2. What is your age in years and morths?

3. How many older brothers have you?

4, How many younzer brothers have you?

5« How many older sisters have you?

6. How many younger sisters have youf?

7. What relatives besides your father
and mother and brotners and sisters
are living with you?

8. Which is true in regard Parents own 1t
to the house in which Parents rent it
you live? Parents are buying it

Family is living with someone else
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10.

11.

12.

13,

19,

20.
21,

22,

How many cars does your family own?

39

Which of your parents was born in a city. Father
other than the one in which you now live? liother

Which of your parents was born in a State Mother

other than the one in which you now live? Father

Which of your parents was born outside Father

of the United States? Mother

Indicate the highest Father-legs than 7, 7, 8, 9, 10,

grade in school 11, 12, 1%, 14, three years

completed by your of college, bachelor's degree,

parents. master's degree, doctor's
desree.

llother-less than 7, 7, &, 9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14, three years
of college, bachelor's degree,

raster's degree, doctor's

dezree,
Did your father get the training Yes No Uncertain
for his present position in school?
Does your mother work outside of Yes No Unceertain
the home for pay?
What is your nationality?
Were you born in the city in which Yes No Uncertain

you now live?

In how many towns or cities have you

lived besides the present one?

Have you ever lived (not visited)

on a farm?

Group II., ZEducation

Do you plan to finish high school? Yes No Uncertain
Do you nlan to go to college? Yes No Uncertain
Rank this list of school subjects Enzlish
in the order in which you history
enjoy them. Mark the one arithmetic
you like best "1", the science
next best "2", and so on. music
fine arts

industrial arts
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ok,

25.

26,

270

28.

29,

30.

3.

32'

33.

Rank this list of high school English
subjects in the order in history
which you intend to take as science
much of as you possibly can, music
Humber them "1V, W21, etc. mathematics
as in ocuestion 22, foreign language
industrial arts

fine arts

conmercial work

Groun III, Getting a Living

What definite job or tasks do you have

outside of school hours?

Do you enjoy working at this job or Yes
doing these tesks?

What sort of work would you like to do

No

Uncertzin

after you discontinue going to school?

Have you any friends or relatives who Yes
will be able to help you get such work?

What is the varticular job that your

No

Uncertain

father does in his present emvloyment?

Group IV, Using Leisure Time

What zames do you esveclally like to

play?

Does your recreation take you Yes
out-ci-doors?

Where do you usually spend your

vacations?

Would you rather ensage in athletic Yes
contests than to watch them?

What musical instruments do you play?

Yo

Uncertain

Do you like to tinker with motors and Yes
machinery?

No

Uncertain
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L2,

U1

Do you like to do housework? Yes Mo Uncertain
What other recreatiohs or hobbies do
you enjoy?
Are you harpriest when playing or work- Group
inz in a grouv, or by yoursel 7 By Yourself
Lo you enjoy--church or school plays? Yes Yo Uncertain
athletic contests? Yes No Uncertain
educational lectures? Yes No Uncertain
concerts? Yes o Uncertain
What recreations do your parents enjoy?

Wnhich parts of the dzily pavers All
do you read regularly? Sports
Funnies

Front page

War news

Stories

Hobby section

Crime news

Local news

Ads

Editorizal »age

Society pages

What magazines do you read regularly?

What magazines do you read now and then?

How many books have you read corpletely
through in the last two months?

How many movies have you seen during
the last seven days?

How many evenings in the past seven Yone
were you at home all evening from One
suvper until bed time? Two
Three

Four

Five

Six

Seven
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u’?o

4z,

bo.
50.

51.

57.
53.

Group V. Religious Practices

L2

Do you attend a Sundesy School? Yes Yo
How cften do you attend church? never
fairly regularly

every Sunday
How often do your parents attend never
church? fairly rezcularly

every Sunday
Which of your parents teaches Father
Sund=ay School? iother
Do either of your parents ever talk Yes No Uncertain
over religious matters in your home?
Does your father or mother object to Yes No Uncertain
religzious matters?
Do your varents ever discouraze you from Yes No Uncertain
attending services or entertainments of
a churcn of a different denomiretion
than the one to which you belong?
Are you a member of the Y,l,C.A. or the Yes No
Y. W.C.A.?
Do you belong to any church, school, Yes o
or neighborhood clubs?
Does your family oppose golf, fishing, Yes No Uncertain
baseball, wnleasure-ridingz, and such
activities on Sunday?
Have you ever attended a daily vaca- Yes Yo Uncertain
tion Bible class such as are conducted
during the summer?

Group VI, Civic Attitudes

Do you thrink you make friends easily? Yes Yo Uncertain
Underline one of the words at the
right of the following statements,
showinz which you believe,
a. The white race is the best on earth, True False Uncertzain
b, The United States is unouestionably True False Uncertain

the best country in the world,

T




58. (Cont'd.)
ce Every gcod citizen should act True False Uncertain
according to the following
statement: "y country--risht
or wrong &

d. The United States was entirely True TFalse Uncertain
right and England entirely
wrong in the American Revolution,

e. A pacifist in war time is 2 True False Uncertain
slacker and should be vprose-
cuted by the government,

f. Tne fact that some men have so True Falso Uncertain
micn money and that others have
80 little shows that there is
an unjust condition in this
country which should be changed.

g. The best citizens always live True False Uncertsin
in tke best part of towm,

h, It is better to own a car than True False Uncertain
to own your own home,
Group VII., Family Relationship
59. Underline the word at the right of

each item indicating whether you
ever disagree with your narents on it,

a, Use of the automobile, Always Sometimes Never
b. Your marks at school. Always Sometimes Fever
c. usumber of times you go out on Always Sometimes Illever

school nights during the week,

d. The boys or girls you choose Always Sometimes Never
as friends.

e. Your smendingz money. Always Sometimes Never

f. The hour at whicn you get in Always Sometimes lNever
at night,

g. Home duties (tendinz furnace, Always Sometimes Never
cookinz, tending lawns, etc.).

AT el

e




59. (Cont'd,)

h,

i.

m,

n,

Church and Sunday School
attendance.

Clubs or societies to which
you belong,

Sunday observance, aside from
Jjust going to churcn and
attending Sunday School,

The way you dresse.

Goinzg to unchaperoned varties,

Your life work,

Their being too strict with you,

Always

Always

Always

Always

M vays

Always

Always

Sometimes

Sometimes

Sometimes

Sometimes

Sometimes

Sometimes

Sometimes

LYy

ever

lever

Yever

Yever

Yever

Fever

Yever

If you have any problems of any sort that have not been covered in
this questionnaire, please tell about them below,

Farnc ars g oo 2]

| e L
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