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ABSTRACT OF THESIS: TIHE POLITICAL BxHIAVIOR OF THE UNITED STATES
AS DLEPICTED BY ITALIAN COMMUNMNIST TRADE-
UNIONISM: A CONTENT ANALYSIS

Because of Italy's strategic location in Southern Europe, the strength
of the Communist Party in Italy has been of concern to the United States.
This study was undertaken in an attempt to ascertain the attitude of one
of the Communist organizations, the General Italian Confederation of Labor
(CGIL), toward the United States. It was felt that a knowledge of the
method and substance of this one facet of anti-American propaganda would
give some insignt into the techniques of thils propaganda and, at the same
time, glve some indication of how the United States could best formulate
a campaign to counteract its possible effects.

Given the nature of this study, content analysis was selected by the
most useful method of analysis. A combination of the quantitative and
qualitative approaches to content analysis was chosen as 1t was felt that
this combination would give a more accurate picture of the source material
than either of the two systems utilized alone. The source sclected for
analysis was Lavoro, a weekly magazine published by CGIL and the official
publication of the organization.

Over the period of this study -- January, 1953 througn June, 1954 --,

a total of 11.5% of the space was devoted to a treatment of the United States.
As was expected, the overwhelming majority of the material involved negative
treatment of the United States by the Lavoro staff. However, a fair amount
of Lavcro's content included positive statements about the United States

as well, although such favorable comments were usually qualified in nature.

For the most part, the material was presented by the use of a combination



of factual reporting and distortion.

Thesls Abstract

Those aspects of United States! policies and actions whicn received

the greatest amount of attentlon in Lavoro were (1) foreign policy;

(2) the economic situation; (3) labor problems; (L) the Rosenberg case;

and (5) McCarthyism. Each of these were treated in detail, with the
Rosenberg case and American foreign policy in the Far East and in Italy
receiving the greatest emphasis. Those themes usually employed in conjunc-
tion with these subjects were violence against individuals, restraint on
individuals, political persecution, fascism, corruption, and political
imperlalism.

Throughout the analysis, the competence of tne Lavoro staff was one
of the most impressive features of the magazine. A sense of perspective
was very neatly maintained in each item and, at the same time, most of
the itenis were prescnted in an interesting manner. And no opportunity
was lost to exploit any cf those policies and actions of the United States
which seemed to be conducive to anti-American treatment.

Pernaps the maJor limitation of this study is that it was not possi-
ble to determine the reaction of the Italian worker to Lavoro's treatment
of the United States. However, it 1s the opinion of the writer that the
presentation of this material was, in most cases, quite effective. If
S0, the United States is faced with a real problem In determining the
most effective methods of propaganda to be employed in counteracting the

anti-American sentiment among the Italian workers.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

The Communist Party todsy helds a position of importance and influence
in several nations of Western Europe, especlially in France and Italy. Despite
the relatively rapid rate of economic recovery experienced by most of these
nations since the end of World War II, the party has continued to gain
strength rather than to lose it.)

In June, 1947, George Marshall proposed economic aid to war-torn Europe
for three major reasons: first, to attempt to forge some type of economic
co-operation among the nations of Europe; second, to assist them in recov-
ering from the destruction the previous years of war had brought; and,
third, to halt the spread of Communism throughout Europe by means of pro-
moting a faster rate of economic recovery. For some time, the United States
had been convinced that the Soviet Union was doing everything it could to
impede European economic recovery for its own political reasons; as a result,
when Russia refused to join the Marshall Plan or to let its satellites
participate in the Plan, the United States needed no further indication of
the aims of the Soviet Union in Western Europe.

Then, in 1949, the United States committed itself to the defense of
the European Continent when the North Atlantic Treaty was ratified by the
Senate, NATO was developed as a collective defense mechanism against pos-
sible Soviet aggression and was to provide the basis for another type of
cosoperation smong the nations of Vestern Europe. With the putting into

l. For exsmple, compare the national election returns for France in 1946
and 1951 and for Italy in 1948 and 1953. See Carter, Ranney, and Herz,

Magor Foreiﬁ Powers, p. 3113 and J. G. LaPalombara, "Left~Wing Trade
sm3 e of Communist Power in Italy." The Western Political
Quarterly, Vol. 7 (June, 195k), p. 202.




operation of these two projects, American leadership of the continent
was recognized in the struggle against future possible Communist domi-
nation.

However, not all groups in these nations wanted American leadership.
It was not only the Communists who opposed our leadership; several of the
Socialist and Right-wing parties opposed it as well. At the same time,
those political groups which were friendliest toward the United States
were somewhat antagonistic toward several of our policies such as, for
example, our desire to see Franco Spain in NATO. Also, dread of a possible
war in the future -- atomic or other -- had led many groups to espouse the
policy of "neutralism" in the hopes of preventing such an occurence.

In order to win the friendship and co-operation of these nations, it
is necessary for the United States to work with all of the social, economic,
and political groups. One of the most important of these groups is the
rank and file of European labor; these workers are on the periphery of the
society and are largely politically oriented toward the left.

Prior to World War II, the Socialist parties in Western Furope held
the allegiance of the majority of these workers. However, since the war
they have shifted in great mumbers to the Communist-led trade unions. One
of the reasons for this shift has been the apparent failure of the Socialist
parties to provide the workers with the kind of dynamic leadership they
obviously cles:!.red.2 In France and in Italy, the Communist-dominated trade

2. For an excellent discussion of this situation, see Charles A. Micaud,
;ggcg.alé. Democracy in France," World Politics, Vol. 7 (July, 1955), pPPe




union confederations have the largest and, in many instances, the most
devoted membership, And, in the case of Italy at least, the confederation
no doubt provides the bulk of the membership for the Communist Party.

The Italian Communist Party (PCI), with a claimed membership of over
two million,> is the largest outside the Soviet Orbit st the present time.
It is the largest single party in Italy, second only to the Christian Demo-
crats (DC), and gained 22.6% of the total votes cast in the 1953 general
election. If one joins to that figure the 12.7% won by the Nemni Socialists
(PSI), we find PCI and PSI with 35.3% as compared to the 40.1% of the
Christian Democrats. Bearing these figures in mind, it is no wonder that
many persons are concerned about the political future of Italy. From the
viewpoint of the United States, it is vital because of Italy's strategic
location.

Many explanations have been offered for the strength of the PCI at the
present time., However, perhaps the most plausible is that

esosbarring some sort of effective amelioration of popula-
tion pressure, unemployment, and social rigidity, Italian
Communism...will contime to attract distraught Italians
who have waited long and without spparent satisfaction for
democracy to correct economic and social disequilibrium.

Even when one considers the effect of American economic aid through
the Marshall Plan to Italy, the main economic problem -- that of umemploy-
nent'- still remains, It has been estimated that at least 2,000,000 per-
sons are unemployed at the present time with the number contimually rising
as the economy is unable to absordb all those who enter the labor market

each year.s

3. The New York Times, June 7, 1953, Section L, p. 2E.

ke J. Go LaPalombara, "Left-Wing Trade Unionism: The Matrix of Communist
Power in Italy," Western Political Quarterly, June, 195k, p. 223.
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One of the groups which has profited by these economic problems has
been the Italian General Confederation of Labor (Confederazione Generale

Italiana del Lavoro -- (:GII.).6 CGIL's present membership is about

4,819,000; this number comprises 69.2% of all organized workers in Italy
at the present time., The Italian Confederation of Workers! Unions
(Confederazione Italiana Sindacati Lavoratori -- CISL), the Christian Demo-

cratic trade union confederation, has 2L.,9% of the organised labor force
while the Italian Union of Labor (Unione Italiana del Lavoro -- UIL), the

Social Democratic Union, has 5.,9%. Among these groups of workers which are
organized, CGIL has 68% in industry, 71.3% in trsnsportation and commumication,
76.2% in agriculture and forestry, and LL.lf in public employment.’
Given the predominance of CGIL on the Italian labor scene, its impor-
tance cammot be underestimated. With its control of many of the major
trade unions, CGIL is often in a position to determine trade union policy
within a particular factory despite the presence of the other two confedera-
tions, And CGIL is an important adjunct of the Italian Communist Party;
therefore, neither can its importance on the political scene be under-
estimateds The leaders of CGIL are also influential in PCI, as shown by
the fact that "Three members of CGIL's national secretariat, five from its
executive committee, and ten from its national directorate hold positions
in the national goverming organs of the Communist Plrt:y."8 And, as nearly
as can be determined, PCI is dependent to some extent upon the co-operation

of CGIL in furthering its program.

6. Hereafter referred to as CGIL.

7. These unofficial figures were received from Mr. LaPalombara who told
the writer that they were probably exaggerated.

8. Je G. LaPalombara, "The Political Role of Organised Labor in Western
Burope, " Journal of Politics, Vol. 17 (February, 1955) p. 70.




CGIL has shown during the past few years that it is politically tied
to PCI. For exsmple, when the Soviet Union declared its opposition to the
Marshall Plan, to NATO, to the European Defense Community, to the Schuman
Plan, etc. CGIL followed PCI's opposition to each of these measures. By
means of strikes, demonstrations, and propaganda it attempted to influence
the legislature and public opimion against these programs.’ While it is
trus that CCIL did not succeed in any of these endeavors, it probably did
manage to disrupt the economy to a certain extent, thus hampering economic
recovery for purely political reasons, Another exsmple of CGIL's close
ties with PCI is that it supports only those candidates for the legislature
who run on either the PCI or PSI tickets. One could go on at length giving
similar examples, but these should be sufficient, especially when it is real-
ized that the domestic policies of CGIL and PCI are, for all practical pur-
poses, idemntical.

These attempts of CGIL to influence public opinion are of extreme im-
portance. Its demonstrations, strikes, and propaganda are bound to influ-
ence the general public as well as the union members; and its popularity
among workers cannot be discounted by any means.

One of the main reasons for CGIL's popularity among the workers is
its Secretary General, Giuseppe DiVittorio.l® DiVittorio rose from a
beginming in a family of illiterate agricultural day-laborers to become the
head of one of the most influential politico-economic groups in Italy at the

90 Ibid-, pp. 68-690

10. The material on DiVittorio was taken from J. Ge La.Po.lonbara, "Left-‘ﬁ.ng
Trade Unioniam: The Matrix of Cosmmmnist Power in Italy,"
217-218; and CGIL, DiVittorio una vita al servizio dei lavorafari e
la rinascita dell'I 3 useppe Divittorio per
1Tunith dei lavoratori e la rinasclta dell'Italia, Roma, 1552.




present time, He has been a fervent member of PCI since shortly after it
was organised and he gained prestige in the party during the first years

of his membership. It was DiVittorio who perhaps more than any other
single person was responsible for the 19Ll Pact of Rome which brought CGIL
into existence. According to the provisions of the Pact of Rome there

was to be one large confederation of trade unions encompassing all organized
worksrs; this remained the case until the advent of the Marshall Plan in
1948 which brought about a schism in the confederation. Perhaps the main
reason for this schism, which resulted in the formation of both CISL and
UIL in 1950, was PCI's following the Soviet Union's adamant opposition to
the Marshall Plan. Therefore, when the Communist-led trade unions followed
suit in opposition, the split was more or less inevitable.

CGIL has lost no opportunity to extoil the virtues of DiVittorio. In
one sense, he is a charismatic leader, It is impossible to measure his
popularity in mumbers, but he is the person who draws enormous crowds when
he speaks; he is the man who is looked to by many workers to solve their
problems, An excellent exmmple of his personal appeal can be found in one
of the articles cited above:

It was also frightening to hear this crowd chant "Di-Vi-to-rio,
Di-Vi=to-rio" for endless mimites following the termination of
:::.nrbal marathon, One had visions of another era and another

Another example of the high esteem in which DivVittorio is held is shown
by the week long celebration held throughout Italy on the occasion of
his 60th birthday in August, 1952, DiVittorio was praised over and over

again by both OGIL and PCI leaders such as Agostino Novella, Secretary of

11, LePalombara, "Left-Wing Trade Unionism: The Matrix of Communist Power
in Ttaly," op. cit., p. 218.



CGIL: Fernando Santi, Secretary of CGIL: and Senator Pietro Secchia, Vice-
Secretary General of PCI. There were also other speakers worth noting
here, One was Louis Saillant, Secretary of the World Federation of Trade
Unions, of which DiVittorio was president at that time. The other was
Dre. Ae Co Rocchi from CISL, one of the men who, supposedly, is working
around the clock to defeat the aims of CGIL. Yet, here he was, praising
Divittorio in as laudatory terms as those who are ideologically aligned
with PCI and CGIL.
In the plans for the festivities, one of the reasons given for such
a celebration was:
«sesdi dare cosi un tangibile segno della riconoscenze del
popolo per l'opera svolta, durante decenni di attivita da
Ciuseppe DiVittorio per l'emancipazione della forze del
lavoro, nell'interesse dell'Italia e della pace.12
- Rationals for the study
This type of activity is typical of the propaganda campaigns carried
on by CGIL. By propaganda here is meant essentially the following:
eecan attempt to influence opinion and conduct -- especially
social opinion and conduct == in such a manner that the per-
sons who adopt the opinions and behavior indicated do so with-
out themselves making any definite search for the reason.l3
Propaganda can be contrasted with education which also attempts to
influence thinking and behavior but in a way that persons attempt to reason

out exactly why they are reacting in a certain lanner.]'h

12, CGIL, Divittorio, una vita al serviszio dei lavoratori, op. cit., pe 6.
",..to glve m a tangible sign of the recognition ofaih-e_ﬁople for
the job done, during decades of activity, by G. DiVittorio for the eman-
cipation of the forces of labor, in the interests of Italy and of Peace.

13, Daniel Katz et al, Public Opinion and Pr anda, New York: The Dryden
Press, 195k, p. L6L.

uh Mdo, Pe h650




The dissemination of propaganda is considered to be of major importance
by CGIL leaders. The confederation publishes 30 monthly, 3 bi-monthly, and
2 bi-weekly newspapers and one weekly magazine plus distributing thousands
of plant and local union newspapers each nr.m’c.h.l5 These have a total monthe-
1y oirculation of approximately 854,000 copies, which, when added to the
over 600,000 daily circulation of the PCI and PSI newspapers, means that
millions of pieces of anti-American propaganda are made available to the
Italian people rogularly.16

The weekly magazine, Lavoro, published by CGIL, is an excellent exam-
ple of the type of publication put out by anti-American groups in Italy.

It is published exclusively for the trade union members as is shown by the
fact that it contains reminder after reminder to the workers that they should
buy the magazine since it is published for them and is concerned with their
problems, As to what impression this campaign has had on the CGIL members,
the only figures on total sales that could be located were those for 1952.
During that year over 6% million copies were sold according to the January
Ly 1953 issue of Lavoro, The first issue of 195k stated that the number of
sales had increased considerably during 1953, but no figures were given.
Assuming that the figures are approximately correct, this means that about
150,000 copies are sold per week or an average of 1 copy per 32 members.
Again assuming that the contents of Lavoro are discussed by (GIL members
and/or that copies are passed around, the magazine probably reaches a large
proportion of the members in one way or another.

Lavoro is set up somewhat along the lines of Look or Collier's, but

15. J. G. LaPalombara, "Anti-American Propaganda in Italian Trade Unions:
5 A Preliminary Report,"™ Unpublished manuscript, 1955, p. 18.
16, Ibdd,



with the format the similarity emds. The subjects are multitudinous; they
range from the activities of CGIL to those of the wWorld Federation of Trade
Unions, from the domestic and international policles of the Italian govern-
ment to those of the United States and other nations, from the latest fashions
to a children's page, movie reviews, book reviews, descriptions of the best
vacation spots, etc. But, in each and every case, the purpose is the same
-=indoctrination of the Italian worker with the ideology and intentions of
the Communist movement., It is obvious that CGIL is adhering to Lenin's con-
tention that a trade union is only an instrument to be employed in achieving
the ultimate power of Communism rather than an organisation devoted merely
to simply bettering the lot of the workesr.

Therefore, it was felt that a study of one of the subjeets that Lavoro
covers at length would prove valuable since it would give some insight into
the tactics of CGIL, and thus into the tactics of PCI as well. And, since
the United States has been playing an importsnt role in the economic recov-
ory of Italy -~ as well as taking an interest in her internal political af-
fairs -- this study is concerned with Lavoro's treatment of American domes-
tic and international policies.

Method of Research.

For such a study to be msaningful, it was felt that some type of sys-
tematic analysis would have to be employed; content analysis seemed to pro-
vide such a method, Other factors also influenced this decision. For one
thing, there was a desire on the part of the analyst to be as objective as
possible in determining exactly what were Lavoro's attitudes toward the
United States. Also, after a survey of several of the articles dealing
with the United States, it was decided that the material would lend itself
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readily to this type of analysis,

There are tw types of content analysis -- quantitative and quaJ.-Ltat:l.ve.17
Berelson's orientation seems to be toward the quantitative aspects of content
analysis, although he spends some time discussing the possible merits of
qualitative analysis. It is Kracauer with whom the writer tends to agree,
whose orientation is that of qualitative analysis. At the same time, both
suthors recognize the merits of combining the two approaches, although Kracauer
seems to place more emphasis on the value of such a combination.

Berelson defines content analysis as ", . .a research technique for the
objective, systematic, and quantitative deseription of the manifest content
of ca-mn:l.o:a’(:i.on.":l'8 He then makes three general assumptions aboirt. content
analysis, The first is that inferences can be made about relationships be-
tween content and intent and effect. The second is that a study of particu-
lar content would be meaningful and the third assumption is that quantitative
description of the content would also be meaningful., The author maintains
that one of the most important factors in determining whether or not the con-
tent is meaningful is that it be

esctccepted as a "common meeting-ground" for the communi-
cator, the audience, and the analyst. That is, the
content analyst assumes that the "meanings™ which he
ascribes to the content, by assigning it to certain cat-
egories, correspond to the "meanings" intended by the
comunicator and/or understood by the audience. In

other words, the assumption is that there is a common
universe of discourse among the relevant parties, so

17. The material in this section was taken from Bernard Berelson, Content
Analysis in Communication Research; Glencoe, Ill.: The Free Press.
ey and Slegiried Kracauer, "The Challenge of Qualitative Content
Analysis," s Special Issue on International Communications Research,
Winter, 1952-53.
18, Berelson, op. cit., p. 18.




that the manifest content can be taken as a valid unit
of study.l?

In his discussion of qualitative content analysis, Berelson reiterates
his position that studies qualifying as content analyses do so through
their use of quantification. Then, throughout this chapter, one gets the
feeling that qualitative analysis is little more than a "step-child" dis-
cussed simply because it might have some merit as a supplement to quanti-
tative analysis. Qualitative analysis is little more than "pre-quantitative"
analysis; in other words, it is the selection of the content to be analyzed
and the fomation of categories of reterence.zo

Berelson devotes a good deal of space to what he considers to be the
general characteristics of qualitative analysis, pointing out that this
allows us to grasp the similarities and differences between quantitative
and qualitative analysis., Generally, these characteristics are: (1) much
of qualitative analysis is actually "quasi-quantitative™; (2) it is often
based not on relative frequencies, but on the presence or absence of
certain content; (3) it is undertaken only on small or incomplete samples;
(4) it is more concerned with content as a reflection of another occurrence
than with the content per se; (5) it uses less formal categories than does
quantitative analysis; and (6) it employs more complex themes than does
quantitative malysia.zl

In his discussion of each of these characteristics, Berelson care-

fully points out that very often the differences are only a matter of

19, Ibid., pe. 19.
20. I'b:ld., P 1s.
2. Ibido’ PPe. 116-128 p“ai‘o
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degree. For example, in the case of the first characteristic mentioned,

he states that "Just as quantitative analysis assigns relative frequencies

to different qualities (or categories), so qualitative analysis usually
22

contains quantitative statements in rough form.

In his article on qualitative content analysis, Kracauer begins by
stating three reasons justifying the use of qualitative analysis that
bear quotation:

l. One-sided reliance on quantitative content analysis
may lead to a neglect of qualitative explorations, thus
reducing the accuracy of analysis,. _

2 The assumptions underlying quantitative analysis tend
to preclude a judicious appraisal of the important
role which qualitative considerations may play in com-
munications research....

3¢ The potentialities of commnications research can be
developed only if...the emphasis is shiged from
quantitative to qualitative procedures.

He contimues by stating that quantitative analysis is atomistic; and,
88 a result, it is likely to miss the interrelationships which more often
than not malke the data meaningful to the analyst. The notion that only
quantitative analysis can be objective, reliable, and systematic Kracauer
dismisses as inaccurate. He does not deny the value of quantitative ansal-
ysis in certain cases, but maintains that in most instances it is inade-
quate. He also points out that those who maintain the superiority of
quantitative analysis tend to ignore the fact that the formulation of
categories, the decision as to which category a bit of information fits
into, etc. are qualitative in nature, Impressionistic feelings are bound

to enter into an analysis and Kracauer feels that this fact should be

22, TIbid., p. 116.
23. Kracauer, op. cit., p. 631.



recognized and the resulting limitations taken into account by the a.na.‘lyst.zh

Kracauer, as well as Berelson, points out that quantitative and quali-
tative analysis are not diametrically opposed to each other; in fact, they
actually overlap in many instances and have ",..complemented and inter-
penetrated each other in several investigations."zs The main difference
is that qualitative analysis does not pay special attention to frequencies;
it is much more concerned with the condensation of the substance of the
perticular text under investigation, although some quantification is often
necessary to achieve the desired result, In the latter case, there would
be 1little difference between quantitative and qualitative analysis; however,
qualitative analysis does not stop with the "counting,™ rather it uses this
method in an attempt to dig deeper into the meaning of the material being
analyzed.

Kracauer continmues in this vein explaining how qualitative analysis
actually puts frequency counts to better use than does quantitative
analysis. Then he states that ",..by virtue of its ability to use non-
quantifiable frequencies, qualitative exegesis also penetrates textual
dimensions which are completely inaccessible to quantitative 1’.ochn:i.ques."26
The impressionistic nature of qualitative analysis is openly admitted mut,
at the same time, the author seems to realize the limitations of subjectivity
in content analysis, Yet he does go on to sey that very often one topic

can be interpreted in many different ways by seversl analysts and that no

2h, Ibid., pp. 636-7.
25. 1Ibid., p. 637.
26, Ibid., p. 639.

13
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amount of quantification can eliminate this difference in interpretation.
Therefore, if subjectivity 1s properly disciplined, the accuracy of the
analysis need be no less if qualitative rather than quantitative methods are
employed.

In the opinion of the wrlter, the highest accuracy is attained when
quantitative and qualitative analysis are combined in a study. As Kracauer
pointed out, merely "counting" is not enough as frequencies alone are often
misleading. The number of times a particular subject appears in a text
does not necessarily give a preclse picture of the data; it 1s necessary to
discuss at length the context in which the material was written, by whom
i1t was written, and for what type of audience it was intended.

However, quantitative analysis 1s valuable in many instances. The
desirability of "counting" is shown in the following instances: (1) when
a high degree of accuracy is desired; (2) when the analyst wishes to be
more objective; (3) when categories appear in relatively large amounts;
and (4) when the data are to be related to other data not specifically

27

included in the content surveyed. It is not necessary that all of these

conditions be present before "counting"; and, at certain times, "counting"
is not necessary even when these conditlons do exist. In each case, the
speclal circumstances of the study will dictate the extent to which the
data should be quantified.

In the case of this study, several of the characteristics of quali-

tative analysis that Berelson discussed are present. The sample is

relatively small; 1t covers a period of only 18 months, but this was not

27. Berelson, op. cit., pp. 129-32.
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"...because of the amount of energy devoted to the counting procedure,"

but rather was due to the availability of the material. Berelson also states
that qualitative analysis is more concerned with content as a reflection of
something else than wlth the content as an entity; this again is true in

this case. And his statement that less formal categories are employed than
in qualtitative analysis also holds to a certain extent in this study. But
does this necessarily mean that the results of the study are less valid?

Not at all, because, as Kracauer pointed out, the methods employed in a

study must be a reflection of the problems involved in the particular content
being analyzed. 1In this particular case, as previously discussed, it was de-
cided that a combination of quantitative and qualitative analysis would best
reflect the characteristics of the content of Lavoro dealing with the United
States.

Although the primary emphasis of this study was to be placed on 1its
quantitative aspects, shortly after its inception it was found that this
emphasis would be inadequate. It was evident that the amount of attentlon
paild to the policies and actions of the United States reflected a major
aspect of CGIL policy -- and possibly of PCI policy as well -- which was to
attempt to instill dislike and fear of the United States in the mind of the
Italian worker. Therefore, a predominantly qualitative analysls was under-
taken 1n order to attempt to determine the techniques employed by the
Lavoro staff in achieving this policy. Here, 'techniques!' is being placed
on the substantive aspects of Lavoro'!s treatment of the United States as

well as on the mechanics of this treatment.

28, 1Ibid., p. 122.
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Limitations

There are several limitations on the use of content analysis generally,
and in thils study in particular. One of the most important of these is the
necessity of drawing somewhat arbltrary lines of distinction between various
subjects in the formulation of categories; in the opinion of the writer,
this would tend to give a distorted picture of the data 1n many instances
as 1t becomes necessary for the analyst to reshape a portion of the data to
fit a particular category. Although the setting up of rigid, narrowly de-
fined categories might aid in eliminating thls problem, this method could
also lead to a reduction in the accuracy of the analysis as major trends
might be ignored due to the multitude of categories which would result.29
In this study, broad categories were used in most instances. It was felt

that in this manner distortion would be limited and, at the same time, ma-

Jor trends would be easily recognized.

However, the major limitation in thls study was perhaps the problem of
translation. A certalin amount of distortion 1s bound to occur as a result
of having to fit words and phrases which are peculiarly Italian into cate-
gories which were set up in English. Tnis distortion may occur for several
reasons: (1) Words in one language often translate into phrases in another
and vice versa. (2) Similar words in two languages often do not have the same
meaning; for example, simpatico does not necessarily mean sympathetic; 1t may
also mean congenial, a predisposition to like someone, etc. (3) The cultural
background of the analysis and the readers of the material being analyzed
often differ and literal translations will give an entirely different meaning

to the analyst than did the statement in the original to the reader.30

29. Kracauer, op. cit., p. 638.

30. For an excellent discussion of the problems involved in translation, see
Susan Ervin and Robert T. Bower, "Translation Problems in International
Surveys." P0Q, Winter 1952-53, pp. 595-004.






In an attempt to reduce the amount of distortion resulting from the
translation problems, a method which the writer terms "over-coding" was
devised and employed. What this means, simply, is that when a particular
item did not fit neatly into one category it was placed in two or more cat-
egories in order to encompass what were considered to be its fullest mean-
ings. It was necessary to employ this method in only a few instances; the
results of “over-coding" will be discussed later in the chapter dealing
with quantitative analysis.

In a study which employs qualitative analysis as one of its methods,
the way in which the material is presented tales on major significance.

For this reason, a brief discussion of some of the aspects of what were
termed the "methods of presentation" may be of assistance in leading to a
clearer understanding of the results.31 The only method of presentation
which presented any difficulty was that of "distortion." In an attempt to
gain reliability, distortion was coded from the viewpoint of the analyst; it
was felt that, in this way, the place of subjectivity could be recognized
and accounted for more easily. For the purposes of this study, distortion
was defined in two ways. First, it was defined as the ascribing to the
United States actions and/or statements which did not take place. Secondly,
distortion was employed when the Lavoro staff seemed to have manipulated
actual events in such a way as to give them a significance which would suit
their own purposes. Actually, in the latter case, this was coded as a com~
bination of factual reporting and distortion in order to indicate this mani-
pulation.

In sumary, this study attempts to indicate one of the aspects of present

1. See Columns 13-1l-15 of the code in the Appendix 1.

17



18

CGIL behavior in Italy. Its purpose is to place the attitudes toward the
United States, as evidenced by the material analyzed, in a broad framework
in order to be able to evaluate the possible implications of this type of
propaganda on the future political course of Italy; at the same time, some
attempt will be made to evaluate the implications of this anti-American
propaganda for future United States policy both in Italy and in the broader
area of combaetting anti-American propaganda in Europe. However, since it
is not possible at this time to subject the readers of Lavoro to interviews
to determine their reactions to the material anmalysed, any evaluation of

this sort must, of necessity, be purely speculative.
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CHAPTER II
AMERICAN POLICIES AND ACTIONS

As previously discussed, there are two methods of content analysis
which could be employed in a study of this nature. One 1s that of quanti-
tative analysis which emphasizes the content with 1little attention being
pald to outside factors which may have influenced the writing of the
content originally. The other 1s that of qualitative analysis -- in this
case, including several quantitative aspects -- which attempts to tie the
content to other phenomena not specifically contained in the material
being analyzed.1

In my opinion, propaganda analysis is valuable only insofar as the
propaganda belng studled is tied to the factors which influenced its con-
tent, and its intent and approach. A mere analysls of the content of the
propaganda while lgnoring the above factors cannot be of value since the
content was not written in a sterlle setting. Those groups which rely on
the dissemination of propaganda as a major element of the achievement of
thelir goals must, of necessity, relate the propaganda to the events which
have taken place in the past or will take place in the future.

Then the analysis should, if handled properly, give us some insight
into the way in which various ideologles can be promoted or challenged. To
be more specific, a study of Communist propaganda, for example, should not
only give us ldeas about Communist ideology and about Communist methods,
but it should also give us clues as to how to set up our own propaganda to

combat theirs effectively.

1. One point which should be clarified in this distinction between quan-
titative and qualitative content analysis is that "latent" content
is not being measured here. By outside factors, in this case, the

writer simply refers to occurrences which, when described, assist
in placing the "manifest" content in a socio-political setting.



In order to accomplish this alm, a general outline of the United States!

domestic and international policies during the period surveyed would be val-
uable as provliding a frameowrk upon which to base the material presented

in Lavoro. The period covered by the study extends from January, 1953
through June, 1954.

One reason for the inclusion of material not actually present in the
content belng analyzed has already been discussed. However, there are other
considerations to be taken into account in order to Jjustify the use of
outside material in a study of this nature.

An outline of the foreign and domestic policles of the United States
is of invaluable assistance in determining whether or not the Lavoro staff
based thelr articles on factual information. Very often they do, although,
as previously mentloned, the staff also manipulates the facts in order to
twist the meaning to their own purposes. One could speculate as to whether
the information obtained originally by the Lavoro staff was factual or not;
however, the probability 1s that directives sent to the staff from either
the leaders of CGIL or those of PCI are the determining factors in the
decision as to how to present materlal about the Unlted States.

Another reason for the use of background material in an analysis of
this nature 1s that Communist leaders often study other systems in an
attempt to tie domestic and foreign policles to the same causes. This has
been pointed out in the case of the Soviet Union when 1t was said that

...one of the major tasks of the Soviet scholars and
propagandists has been to study the internal economic
and political situation of capitalist countries and to

demonstrate the connections between thelr domestic
situation and their foreign policies.2

2. Frederick Barghoorn, The Soviet Image of the United States, A Study
in Distortion. New York, Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1950, p. 20.
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Although this example deals with the Soviet Union, there is little
reason to doubt that Communist parties and groups throughout the world
operate on somewhat the same assumptions. As Barghoorn polnts out, one
of the reasons for this orilentation is that Lenin's statements at various
times that the policles of cap;talist countries are but a reflection of
their internal economic and political situation and bellefs. If this be
the case, 1t would logically follow that Lavoro would attempt to show that
what 1t considers to be the negative aspects of American foreign policy
were reflections of the domestic situation.

A third reason for the inclusion of materlal of a background nature
1s the consideration that certaln Amerlcan policies and actions might be
particularly conducive to negative interpretation or to distortion. Those
policies and actions which could be considered as conducive to such inter-
pretation are of two types: (1) those which are contradictory in nature;
and (2) those which seem to point to a behavior which is not in agreement
with our stated values. The necessity of avoiding the latter predicament
was pointed out in the following statement:

A democratic nation that expects others to follow it
must present to the world an example of democracy in
practice, a democracy which not only advocates the
doctrine of human rights and individual liberty but
also lives up to that doctrine.3

Any actions or policies which do not take this admonition into consider-
ation would be tailor-made for anti-American propaganda by a group which

is looking for ways to discredit the United States. That there are examples

of this will be brought out later in this chapter.

3. Elmer D. Graper, "American Influence on the Attitudes of Western
Europe," Annals. November, 1951, p. 17.
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Also, the use of material which 1s not specifically contained in the
content under study allows one to place the data in a broad enough frame-
work to be able to draw some conclusions as to the efficacy of Lavoro's
propaganda. In other words, 1s the treatment of the United States by
Lavoro plausible? Is 1t likely that the reader wlll have the desired
reaction? As previously stated, 1t 1s not possible to conduct interviews
of the readers in order to determine thelr reactions to what they have
read about the United States. However, certaln events which have taken
place during the past few months have given some indication of how well
its propaganda has been recelved; these will be discussed in some detall

in the concluding chapter.

American Policies and Actlons

The period from January, 1953 through June, 1954 was a fertile one as
far as Lavoro was concerned for furthering its anti-American policy. In
the United States, there was a change of administration, the Rosenberg case
was reaching its climax, truce talks were belng held at Panmunjom, McCarthy
had begun his widely-reported "book-burning" campaign, the International Long-
shoremen's Association was undergoing investigation, the McCarthy-Stevens
eplsode became a topic of conversation, and so on. Following is a brief
outline of American domestic and foreign policy during this period with
emphasis on the topics of the Rosenberg Case, the Korean War, the Berlin
riots, EDC, McCarthy, the ILA, and policy statements by top government

personnel.

Far East

During the first few months of 1953, action on the Korean front was
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limited to skirmishes, while the truce talks continued at Panmunjom.
Talk was of exchange of sick and wounded prisoners and of an eventual
armistice between the United Nations' forces and the North Korean and
Chinese Communist armlies. The United States continuously reiterated its
position that this was not a national action, but an international one
with troops of several nations taking part; this was done in the face of
Communist charges that we were the aggressors and that the North Koreans
were only defending their country against the imperialism of the West.

Then, Just at the moment when it seemed that a truce would be
signed, Syngman Rhee decided that the North Korean prisoners of war should
be freed by the South Koreans so that they would not be "forced" to return
to their homes. This was done during the week of June 15-21, accompanied
by loud cries of angulsh by the United States, the Soviet Union, North
Korea, and Communist China. The latter three countries maintained that the
United States had a hand in the freeing of the prisoners and that this
eplsode was proof of the fact that we were not really interested in a
truce. However, the talks continued and a truce was signed on July 26,
1953 at Panmunjom.

The war between French Union forces and those of Ho Chi Minh con-
tinued throughout this entire period. The United States contributed a
great deal of aid to France for use in Indochina, maintalning that the
preservation of the Assoclated States was of extreme importance to the
Western Bloc due to their strategic location in Southeast Asia. Although
attacked as supporting a colonialist government in this case, the United

States defended its action on the basis that nothing should be done to



antagonize France in Europe.l1L

Ratlonals for U. S. Foreign Policy

In a speech dellvered to the natlion one week after he became the
Secretary of State, Dulles gave several other guiding "principles" for
the formulatlion of American foreign policy. In general,

President Eisenhower has often used a phrase, "enlightened
self-interest." That is going to be the gulde as we go on
to make our foreign policy. In our own interest, our en-
lightened self-interest, we have to pay close attention to
what 1s golng on in the rest of the world.?

He went on t€ give a brief description of those areas of the world
whose future 1is of concern to the United States. Those included were
Korea, Indochina, the Middle East, Africa, Western Europe, and Latin
America. Korea and Indochina were important because of their strategic
locations. A Communist conquest of South Korea would put Japan in a pre-
carious position vis-a-vis the Soviet Union and the loss of Japan would
seriously hamper American policy in the Far East. A Communist victory in
Indochina would mean that the rest of Southeast Asla was threatened.
Nationalism in the Middle East and Africa was described as 1little more than
Communist pressure to take control of the oil and other natural resources
in these areas. In South America, Communist infiltration posed a threat
to "traditional" inter-American friendship. And, in Western Europe, the
problems were those of the implementation of NATO and the passage of EDC;
the Unlted States desired the unity of these nations so that, 1f necessary,

they would fight a common enemy rather than each other.

Throughout this speech, one idea stands out above all others: The

b, See the reprint of a speech by John Foster Dulles in the State Depart-
ment Bulletin of February 9, 1953.

5. Ibid., p. 212.
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interest of the United States 1s paramount and never mind about the others
except Insofar as they affect us. Thils seemed to be especially true in the
case of those peoples who are trying to rid themselves of colonial govern-
ments and attain independence. When Dulles said that these movements were
not really nationallstic but only a result of Communist infiltration and
propaganda, the members of these groups, many of whom are as yet uncom-
mited to elther the West or the East, must have wondered about the real
position of the United States vis-a-vis the Declaration of Independence.
For example, a statement such as this:

And throughout Africa the Communists are trying to

arouse the native people into revolt against the

Western Europeans, who still have political control

of most of Africa. If there should be trouble there

that would break the contact between Europe and

Africa, Afr%ca being a large source of raw materials

for Europe.

Perhaps Dulles did not mean to be so unsympathetic to nationalistic

movements, but the impression a statement such as this can give to others

is bound to be detrimental to the very outcome that Dulles 1is striving for,

namely, friendship for the United States by other nations.

Western Europe

Another aspect of American foreign policy during this period was that
in Western Europe. We were pushing EDC as the only hope for an ef-
fective defense against possible Soviet aggression: over and over again,
statements were made by persons in the State Department that NATO was
not enough. Unless Germany could be rearmed, our defense plans would be
seriously limited because of the commitments other European nations had

elsewhere in the world; and, because of France's dislike of Germany, re-
+

6. Ibid., p. 214,



armament on a supranational scale would be more practical to all the
nations concerned. Again, this policy was pushed on the basis of the needs
and interests of the United States.

Economic aid to Europe had to be continued in order to enable these
natlons to continue to galn the stabllity necessary to permit them to take
part in defensive arrangements against possible Soviet aggression. Also,
American economic aid must be given to other nations of the world for the
same reasons. In the State Department Bulletin of June 29, 1953, the
Asslistant Secretary for European Affairs, Livingston Merchant, stated:

We willl ask whether the economic systems of Italy,
and Iran, and India, and other countries are strong
enough to permit the people of these countries to
resist the appeals of Communism and to make a posi- 7
tive contribution to the security of the free world.

Merchant made this statement in the same context as had Dulles: 1t was
to the interest of the United States to see that these nations were economi-
cally stable. It cannot be denied that 1t 1s to our interest to see other
nations of the non-Communist world economically strong and stable; however,
anti-American feeling can be easily aroused by this apparent lack of concern
for other nations and other peoples, irregardless of thelr strateglc loca-
‘tions.

On June 16 and 17, 1953, riots took place in East Berlin; these
seemed to be spontaneous outbursts by the workers agalnst the increased
work norms issued by the Communist government. However, at mass meetings,

the workers called not only for the lowering of the work norms but also

for reduced prices, the resignation of the existing government, and free

7.  p. 911.
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elections.8 Although the Communists insisted that the outbreaks were dﬁe

to the provocation of United States agents in East Berlin, the American
government stated several times that 1t had played no role in them, point-
ing out that unarmed men do not face tanks and machine guns unless they
belleve 1n what they are doing. However, we welcomed the riots as an example
that the peoples behind the Iron Curtaln are not as satisfied as Soviet pro-

paganda would have us belleve.

The Rosenberg Case
By January, 1953, the Rosenberg case was nearing its climax. All over
the world, the fate of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg was being discussed and
people were divided on the 1issue of their guilt. And even among those
who believed that they were guilty of espionage, there was a division as
to the Jjustification for the sentence of death handed down by Judge Kaufman.
This was the first instance of anyone having been sentenced to death
during peacetime for the crime of espionage. Followling the original trial,
appeals had been made to all possible sources to have the sentence commu-
ted. And each court, including the Supreme Court, had eilther denied the
petitions presented by the Rosenberg's attorney, Emmanuel Block, or had
refused to hear them. By the first of June, the only avenues open to the
Rosenbergs were either that the Supreme Court would decide to hear their
petition or that Presidential clemency would be granted, both of which had
been denied previously. During the second week of June, President Eisenhower
denied thelr appeal for clemency and a date for the execution was again

set. On June 14, the Supreme Court adjourned, having once again refused

8. The New York Times, June 18, 1953, p. 1. State Department Bulletin,
December 28, 1953, p. 889.



to hear the couple's petition. However, on the morning of June 16, with
the execution scheduled for the 17th, Supreme Court Justice William Douglas
ordered a stay of execution as there was some doubt in his mind as to the
vallidity of the sentence; the problem was under which law should the Rosen-
bergs have been sentenced -- The Esplonage Act of 1917 or the Atomic Energy
Act of 1946. The Supreme Court was urgently reconvened at the request of
Attorney General Brownell and Douglas' stay of execution was revoked by a
6-3 decision of the court. The execution took place the evening of July 19.

Even among those who felt that the Rosenbergs were guilty, there was
some doubt as to the propriety of the‘sentence of death. One of the reasons
for thisldoubt was that the relatively light sentences glven to others who
had been convicted at the same trial: Harry Gold recelved 30 years; David
Greenglass received 15, and hils wife was acquitted. Also, many were re-
sentful of the statement made by the Department of Justlice that the sentence
would be commuted 1f the Rosenbergs would confess their guilt and tell all
they knew. Thls last was particularly resented in Europe where it was felt
by many that the death sentence was being held over the couple'!s head as a
"elub."

In the February 22, 1953, lssue of the New York Times, several reasons
were advanced for the large number of protestations from Italy -- by both
Communists and non-Communists -- against the sentence given to the Rosen-
bergs. Among these were (1) that the Italians are opposed to capital
punishment; (2) that the idea that a woman was to be executed was distasteful
to many; (3) that, as the Italians love family life to such a great extent,
the knowledge that two children were to be left orphans aroused sentiment
in favor of the parents; (4) that many believe the Rosenbergs were innocent;

and (5) that doubt still existed among many as to whether they had been

28
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proven gullty beyond a shadow of a doubt. As we shall see later, the Com-
munists used each of these points during thelr campaign against the United
States' actlons and policies regarding the Rosenberg Case.

In the United States, many were disturbed over the world-wide attention
being paid to the case. There was some discussion as to the advisability of
commuting the sentence because of the anti-American feelings that were being
manifested in other nations. Some felt that the sentence should not be com-
muted for thls very reason; if this were done, it could be looked upon as a
great propaganda victory by the Communlists. Those who took the opposite
view maintalned that commutation of the sentence would be a moral victory
for the United States in the propaganda battle then in progress as this
would show that we were not insensible to the feeling of others.

Another argument advanced in the favor of the Rosenbergs not being
executed was that of the place of the courts 1n the entire case. There were
many who felt that too much outside pressure had been exerted on the Judges
in the form of domestic public opinion; therefore, it was impossible for
the judges to have been impartial in their decisions. (In fact, after
Douglas had 1ssued a stay of execution, a Congressman from Georgla stated

that he should be impeached for his decision.)

Labor

On the Labor scene, attention was devoted mostly to the International
Longshoremen's Association during 1953. The New York State Crime Commis-
sion was investigating racketeering on the waterfront and held numerous
hearings with members of the ILA testifying. There were attempts to tie

9

the leaders of the IILA with "Murder, Inc."” and thus to discredit the

9. "Murder, Inc." was an organization which, reportedly, would remove
permanently from the scene anyone it was asked to -- for a fee.



union since 1t had been causing a great deal of difficulty on the waterfront.

At the same time, the American Federation of Labor was making plans to
organize a longshoremen's union under its own Jurisdiction. This attempt
eventually failed as the longshoremen voted to retain ILA as their official
representative for collective bargaining purposes, etc.

Also , during this period, there were further signs that an eventual
unification of the American Federation of Labor and the Congress of Indus-
trial Organizations would take place. No-raiding pacts have been signed
between several unions in both groups; talks of unification were being
held informally. Otherwlse, the labor scene was a peaceful one. The only
strikes of any consequence were those of the tugboat operators which neces-
sitated several of the large ocean liners docking by themselves.

In a speech before the American Federation of Labor's national con-
vention in 1953, Secretary of State Dulles congratulated the labor unions
for thelr vigorous struggle agalnst Communist infiltration. He pointed out
that the Communist Party usually attempts to gain power through control of
mass groups, especially trade unions. This is done on the theory that
Communism leads to a "workers' paradise" and, therefore, everyone should
Join the Communist dominated trade union rather than any other. Then,
Dulles quoted a statement by Dr. Marek Korowlcz, political exile from
Poland, who stated that:

Trade unions which by nature are designed to safeguard
workers! rights have become in fact the organs of offi-
cial Communist control and oppression. Membership is
obligatory; meetings are rubber stamps for "resolutions"
dictated from above and obJections cannot conceivably
be ralsed. In short, the trade union 1s a mechanism

for exacting the greatest amount of labor out of the
worker.

10. State Department Bulletin, October 5, 1953, p. 4l6.
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Although he didn't state that thls was one of the paramount reasons
why the ﬁnited States supports non-Communist trade unions in Europe and
elsewhere, the 1mplication was there. One of the most important segments
of a democracy 1s a free trade union and without this organization there
1s a 1little less freedom; this was the conclusion of Dulles' address.

In June of 1953, federal economists made the prediction that there
would be no economic decline during the fiscal year of 1953-1954. They
predicted a leveling-off in many industries and rises in others; but in
no case was there to be any sort of decline. However, by the beginning
of 1954, unemployment figures were beginning to rise, farm prices had
continued to fall while farmers had to pay more for their goods, and a
number of small businesses had falled. In June of 1954, there was little
doubt that this would be a campaign issue in the November congressional

elections.

McCarthy

With the Republlicans taking over control of Congress in January,
1953, Senator Joseph McCarthy was assured of somewhat of a free hand in
continuing his investigations into Communist infiltration in the govern-
ment. His first announcement was that he intended to make a full-scale
investigation of the Voice of America; he believed that this organization
had many pro-Communist employees and, as a consequence, was broadcasting
material which he did not consider to be in the best interest of the United
States.

At the same time, he began attacking John Foster Dulles and the State

Department. Hils notion that the Democrats had allowed many Communist

- Y




sympathizers to remain employed in that Department led to an attack on Dulles
for not iInstituting an investigation of the employees as his first project

as Secretary of State. The New York Times of February 22, 1953, mentioned
this as a major problem for President E;senhower; he would be forced to
defend Dulles which would antagonize McCarthy and he needed McCarthy's
support as the Senate was almost evenly divided between Republicans and
Democrats.

As the year progressed, McCarthy began his "book-burning" campaign.
His two assistants, Roy Cohn and David Schine, were sent on a trip through
Europe to investigate the libraries of the United States Information
Service to see if there was any "subversive" literature available to the
nationals of that country. President Eisenhower spoke out against "book-
burning" at a commencement address which he delivered at Dartmouth in
June of that year; he mentlioned that freedom of the press was one of
America's prize possessions and that a suppression of literature could
only lead to loss of freedom in other areas.

As time went on, McCarthy and Eisenhower became more antagonistic
toward each other. The break finally came when McCarthy began his inves-
tigations of United States! Army installatlons; then David Schine was
drafted and charges of preferential treatment were levied at certain offi-
cers who maintained that this had been done at McCarthy's "request."
McCarthy denlied that he had interfered in any manner and, in the process,
Secretary of the Army Robert Stevens was attacked. This led to the cele-
brated "Army-McCarthy Hearings' which quickly became the topic of conver-

sation throughout the country.
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What has preceded has been only a brief outline of United States!
domestic and international policies and events during the period of this
study -- January, 1953 through June, 1954. In the two succeeding chapters,
these occurrences will be tied in with the propaganda of Lavoro and an
attempt will be made to evaluate the efficacy of this propaganda in the
light of events that have taken place in Italy since the period of the

study.



CHAPTER III
QUANTITATIVE ASPECTS OF THE DATA

During the period of the study, 78 issues of Lavoro were published
by CGIL; of these 78, seventy-four were avallable for analysis. The four
missing issues were those of August 16, 1953, August 23, 1953, September
13, 1953, and April 25, 1954. The 74 avallable issues contained a total
of 1916 pages, of which 217.5, or 11.4% dealt with the United States.
However, only sixty of the 74 issues surveyed mentioned American policles
and actlons.

Within these 60 1ssues, there were a total of 282 items dealing with
the United States, or an average of about 4 items per issue during the 18
month period. Each photograph, article, cartoon, editorial, or letter to
the editor constituted an item; however, each 1tem was broken down 1nto
mentions. Mentlons refer to the use of one of the themes or categories
by the Lavoro staff in dealing with the United States; for example, within
a particular item, there may have been four mentions; (1) Far Eastern
foreign policy; (2) persecution of political minorities; (3) fascism; and
(4) interference in internal affairs. It should be pointed out that a
mention 1s not necessarlly a single word or a sentence but rather the
classification of a thought which falls Into one of the categories or
themes employed in the study.

On breaking down the 282 items, 1t was found that there were 2714
separate mentions of Amerlcan policies and actions. The perlod of heaviest
treatment was June-July, 1953, with 35.7% of the total mentions appearing

during this period. Figure 1 gives the frequency over time of the 2714
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mentions for the entire period covered in this study.

As can be seen, with the exception of the June-July, 1953, period
the amount of emphasis placed on the United States in lavoro was rela-
tively stable. The range of total mentlons falls from a high of 488 in

June of 1953 to a low of 27 in December of the same year. The jump in

Figure 1

Frequency over Tlime of the Total Number of Mentions of the
United States
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the number of mentions in June and July can easily be explained: On June
19, Jullus and Ethel Rosenberg were executed and on July 26, the Korean
Armistice was signed. It was interesting to note, however, that the over-
whelming majority of the other categorles covered in this study also re-

celved the greatest amount of attention during the same two-month period.
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The occurrences wnich led to this emphasis will bhe discussed in the follow-

ing chapter.

Results of Classlfication

Each of the 282 items was not only classified as to its subJect matter
but also according to several other factors. Taesc were (1) the type of
item; (2) the size of the item; (3) its prominence in the magazine; (%) the
tenor of the item; and (%) the method of presentation. Figures 2-6 give the
nuniber of times each of the five above-mentloned factors were employed by
the Lavoro staff In dealing with the United States.

Figure 2

Relative Appearance of the Types of Items
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Photographs were by far the most popular method employed by the Lavoro

staff in their presertation of American policies and actions. A total of
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45.5% of the 282 items appeared in this manner. Articles with photographs
or drawings were second in frequency of appearance with cartoons and feature
articles with pictures ranking third and fourth, respectively. An inter-
esting facet of Figure 2 1s that little attention was devoted to the Unlted
States elther in editorials or letters to the editors. It had been expected
that the editorial pages would contain a good deal of comment about our
policies and actions. However, this lack of attention might be explained

by assuming that the articles themselves were editorials in the sense that
they reflected, for the most part, the position of CGIL toward the United
States. This lack of differentiation between editorlals and news stories
seems to be a phenomenon of European newspapers in general, however, rather

than a more or less unique characteristic of Communist publications. There

Figure 3
Relative Appearance of the Size of Items
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1s also the possibility that the lavoro staff was concentrating on treating
the United States by émploying those types of items that would attract the
greatest amount of readership such as, for example, photographs.

Attempting to determine how to quantify the amount of space devoted
to the Unlted States proved to be a problem. Unlike most American Jjourn-
als, there 1s no consistent pattern followed relating to the size of the
type and the number of columns per page. In fact, within a single ar-
ticle there may have been several sizes of type and, i1f the article was
more than one page in length, the first page may have had six columns and
the second eight. Therefore, the decision was made to divide each page
into quarters for the purpose of classifying the size of each item.
Obviously, this method has its limitations for the above reasons; however,
this seemed to be the only way that would provide some consistency in

classification. It should also be noted that, in classifying the size

Figure 4

The Use of the Types of Prominence
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of the 1tem, the following method was used: An item that was less than
one-half page 1n size was placed in the one-fourth to one-half page.
category while an item that was exactly one-half page in size was placed
in the one—half to three-fourths page category, and so forth.

Although the greater percentage of the items were less than one page
in size, 1t was felt that their position on the page and in the magazine as
a whole was of more importance in determining how much emphasis was being
placed on the United States. As can be seen from the above graph, approxi-
mately 85% of the items received the "top prominence" classification. The
system for determining prominence was based on the degree to which an article,
photograph, cartoon, etc. would draw the reader's attention when he was
glancing qulckly through the magazine. For example, material appearing
in the outside column of a page 1is likely to be noticed more readily than
if 1t is located in another column on the same page. Also, those items
on the front and back covers of the magazine are likely to draw more atten-
tion than 1ltems within the magazine.

In setting up the definitions of prominence, 1t was decided to give
several classifications fof top prominence. The six types of top prominence

Figure 5

Direction of the Items

Negative | 164
Postty [ 23'2%
| 12.1%
Mixed ] 78
(+ and =) 27.7%
Neutral ‘ 4
; 2.1%



were chosen 1In consultation with the writer's advisor after several persons
had glanced through a few copies of lavoro and given their opinions on
which sections attracted thelr attentlon to the highest degree.

As expected, the overwhelming majority of the items were treated
negatively by the lavoro staff. However, 1t was surprising to discover
as much emphasis on positive aspects of American policies and actlons
as was found. Specifically, 12% of the items were unqualifiedly posi-
tive in tenor. Also, 27.7% of the items were a combination of negative
and positive remarks about the United States. As will be explained later
in detail, this category condemned the various elites of American soclety
but pralsed the ordinary American citizen who was being oppressed by his

leaders. Finally, the few articles which were neutral in tenor simply

Figure 6

Methods of Presentation
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described a few technological advances in the field of television and motion
pictures.

Regarding figure 6, three methods of presentation appeared the most
frequently: (1) Factual Reporting; (2) Distortion; and (3) Sonsa-
tional Approach. Very often these three appeared together as the manipu-
lation of facts by the Lavoro staff in order to distort actual events often
led to what we would call "yellow Journalism," with the difference that the
particular 1tem did not seem to be as blatantly written.

Those 1tems classified as emotional dealt mostly with the Rosenberg
case 1n those instances where the two Rosenberg children were the main
topics of discussion. Those classified as humorous, were, of course, the
cartoons. The one instance of "not possible to determine" was a photo-
graph of a statue of Senator McCarthy upon which a swastika had been
painted; as the analyst was unable to check this photograph for accuracy
the aforementioned classiflcation was employed. The combination appearing
the most was that of factual reporting and distortion; of the 282 itenms,

82 contained this combination while only 50 items were classified as factual
reporting alone. The remaining items were divided among the other methods

of presentation, elither singly or in combinations of two or three methods.

A Few Cross-Tabulations

Although the aBove quantifications glve some 1dea as to the way in
which the United States was treated by the Lavoro staff, further compu-
tations might serve to clarify the method of treatment to a greater extent.
With this purpose in mind, the type of item appearing in the magazine was

crossed with four other factors: (1) size of item; (2) prominence; (3)
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direction; and (4) method of presentation.

Table 1 gives the amount of space devoted to each type of item for

the period of the study.

articles with pictures, features with pictures, photographs, and cartoons.
Articles with plctures were the largest items as a general rule; however,

they ranged in size from one-half to three-fourths pages to 2% pages and over,

Four types of items comprised 92.6% of all items --

L2

Features with plctures showed somewhat the same range of size with the majority

of this item falling between three-fourths page to two pages in length.

Table 1
ITEM SIZE OF ITEM

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 -
Article without pictures 1 0 01 000 0 0 0 O
Article with pictures 0 2 817 3 2 424 3 0o 2
Feature with pictures 0 218 3 8 3 8 0 0 0
Feature without pictures b 2 0 0 0 0 0 0OO O O
Editorials 2 3 0 0 000 0 0 0 O
Letter to editors 6 0 0000000 0 O
Photograph 7335 812 0 0 0 0 0 O O
Cartoon 26 901 0 0 00 0 0 O
Other 1 0 0 00 00 OO 0 O

of
e

4.1 18.8 6 13.8 2.1 3.5 2.5 11.3 .7

In the case of photographs, on the other hand, over half of them, or
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57%, fell into the less than one-fourth page classification; another 27.3%
were less than one-half page in size. However, the most Important point to
note 1s that every one of the photographs appearing in Lavoro during the
period of the study were less than one page in size. The same is true of
the cartoons. Seventy-four percent of all the cartoons were less than one-
fourth page in size while the other 267 were between one-fourth and one-half
page 1n size.

Inasmuch as over 7835 of the items were less than one page in size, 1t
was felt that by crossing the type of item with 1ts position in the maga-
zine, or the factors indicating prominence, an accurate picture of the im-
portance of the United States to the Lavoro staff could be obtained. These

results appear 1n Table 2.

Table 2
ITEM PROMINENCE
0 1 2 3 L 5 6 7 Totals
Article without pictures 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2
Article with pictures 5 58 0 0 1 0 0 1 65
Feature with pictures 1 30 0 0 0 1 0 1 33
Feature without pictures 0 0 y 0 1 0 1 0 6
Editorials 0 0 1 3 0 0 1 0 5
Letter to editors 0 1 0 1 0 1 2 1 6
Photograph 29 0 22 25 5 24 23 1 128
Cartoon 1 0 6 13 0 6 9 0 35
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

74 13.1  31.6 11.7 1%.9 2.5 11.3 13.1 1.7
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As discussed earlier in this chapter, there are six types of classi-
fication for top prominence. It was also indicated that 85.1% of the 282
1tems fell into these six types of top prominence. However, on breaking
down the types of prominence by the type of 1item, a few significant varia-
tions were found. For example, 18% of the photographs and 25.7% of the
cartoons fell into the medium prominence classification. At the same time,
none of the articles with pictures or features with pictures received this
particular classification. As can be seen from the above table, the
five cases of low prominence cannot be attributed to any particular type
of 1tem.

Regarding the types of top promlnence under which the most frequent
types of item were classified, the followlng results were obtained. A little
over 89% of the articles with pictures fell under "any article with photos."
It should be pointed out that articles with pictures were those articles in
which there were either photographs or drawings wlthout captlons containing
material not included in the article. If these photographs or drawings con-
talned material not included in the article, they were classified as either
photographs or cartoons. Over 90% of the feature articles also fell into
the classification of "any article with photos" with the difference that the
plctures or drawings never contalned material not found in the feature.

The type of promlnence appllied to photographs was falirly even; approx-
imately 80% of the photographs received the top prominence classification.
The one type of top prominence which received little attention, however, was
that of "back page." As a general rule, the back page of the magazine was
devoted to CGIL activities rather than to the United States or domestic

governmental activities. 1In the case of the cartoons, over 70% received



a top prominence classification. The type of top prominence was either
"pight column, odd pages," "left column, even pages", or "center of page,

anywhere in the magazine."

Table 3
ITEM DIRECTION

0 1 2 3 T
Article without pictures 2 0 0 0 2
Article with pictures 43 1 19 2 65
Feature with pictures 3 25 4 1 33
Feature without pictures Yy 0 2 0 6
Editorials y 0 1 0 5
Letter to editors 3 0 2 0 6
Photograph 71 8 46 3 128
Cartoon 34 0 2 0 36
Other 0 0 1 0 1

58.2  12.1 27.7 2.1

N

The most interesting aspect of Table 3 is that photographs were fairly
evenly divided between negative and mixed in direction. More exactly, 35.9%
of the photographs contained both negative and positive remarks about the
United States while 55.5% were wholly negative in character. On the other
hand, over 90% of the cartoons were wholly negative in direction. In the
case of features with pictures, over 75% were positive in character; this
was because thils type of item consisted of reprints of such books as Howard

Fast's The Last Frontler and several of 0. Henry's short stories. Articles




with plctures were also overwhelmingly negative in approach although 29% of

them did contain both positive and negative remarks about the United States.
The fourth factor to be crossed with the type of item was that of

method of presentatlon; Table 4 gives the results for each method of pre-

sentation as compared with the type of item.

Table U

ITEM METHOD OF PRESENTATION

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Article without pictures 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
Article with pictures 48 55 2 37 5 2 0 0 0 5
Feature with pictures 5 3 0 Yy 3 3 0 24 0 2
Feature without pictures 4 3 0 1 0 O 0 1 0 0
Editorials 2 5 2 3 1 0 0 0 0 0
Letter to editors 3 5 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
Photograph 69 64 14 65 19 2 0 0 1 0
Cartoon 1 25 2 25 3 22 0 0 0 0
Other 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
% 23.9 29.5 3.8 25.2 6 5.3 .2 4.5 2 1.4

In this particular table, the clusters of various methods of presen-
tation are perhaps its most striking feature. For example, take articles
with pictures. We find that the most emphasis has been placed on the methods
of factual reporting, distortion, and sensationalism. This emphasis, how-
ever, does not tell the entire story; each of these three methods appear
wilth approximately the same frequency -- 48,55,37. The explanation 1s that,

for the most part, these three methods appeared combined in the same item.
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The same cluster appeared 1In the case of photographs. Factual reporting,
distortion, and sensationalism were given approximately the same
amount of attention with 69, 64, and 65 appearances respectively. In the
case of cartoons the cluster includes distortion, sensationalism, and
humorous presentations. Agaln the frequencles are similar -- 25, 25, and
22. As far as features with pictures were concerned, the majority were
reprints of llberary works rather than original articles with illustra-
tions.

One thing 1s very evident from the preceding data. The Lavoro staff
tended to concentrate on only a few methods in treating the United States.
This was seen 1n that four types of items were used the most frequently;
rnost of the items were less than one page in size; over 85% of the items
received top prominence 1n the magazine; the majority of the items were
elther wholly negative or qualifiedly so 1In directlon; and certain types
of methods of presentation seemed to appear together, the cluster depend-
ing on the type of item.

In the following chapter, the relationship of the above factors to
the major categories and themes will be discussed. It will be interesting
to discover whether or not the same types of clusters will appear in con-
nection with the subject matter of this study. In other words, did the
Lavoro staff concentrate on particular types of items, certain sizes of
items, certain types of prominence, particular methods of presentation,
and one type of direction depending on the particular theme or category

under discussion?






CHAPTER IV

QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS

Over the eighteen month period of the study, the number of mention
of the Unlted States fluctuated violently as was seen in Figure 1 on page
35. At the same time, the amount of attention given to specific American
pollcies and actions also fluctuated a great deal. Table 1 gives the
breakdown of total mentions for each month as well as for each category
and theme.

Because of these fluctuations, 1t was decided to discuss in detail
only those categories and themes which appeared the most frequently through-
out the perlod of the study. However, the twelve themes and categories
were not selected on the basis of frequency alone; they were also chosen
on the basls of providing an overall picture of the type of treatment given
to the United States by the Lavoro staff. For example, the theme "judicial
injustice"” has been omitted because it dealt almost exclusively with the
Rosenberg case in a context which was also covered in other themes which
are included in the group chosen for detailed study. Likewise, "economic
imperialism" and "war-mongering" were also omitted since the context in
which they appeared was adequately covered by the themes of "political
imperialism" and "fascism." This overlapping resulted mainly from an
effort to compensate for problems experienced in the translation of the
source material from Italian into English.

The six categories chosen for detailed study were those of (1) forelign
policy; (2) economic situation; (3) labor problems; (4) Rosenberg case;

(5) McCarthyism; and (6) approbation. The six themes which were considered
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to be the most representative were (1) violence against individuals; (2)
restraint on individuals; (3) political persecution; (4) fascism; (5)
corruption; and (6) political imperialism. Out of a total number of 271k
mentions for all categories and themes over the entire period, these
twelve categories and themes accounted for 1790, or 66% of them. Therefore,
the other 347 of the mentions were scattered throughout the remaining twenty
themes and categories. One of the themes, that of "Terms of Approbation,"
will not be included in the forthcoming breakdowns but will be discussed
in relation to the category "Approbation."

Each of the twelve themes and categories selected followed somewhat
the same frequency pattern as did the total number of mentlions over the
entire period of the study. The sudden spurts 1n number of mentions for
each can be explained by the events of that period which took place either

in the United States or concerned the United States abroad.
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Figure 7
Frequency over Time of Foreign Policy
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Ma jor Categories

The rise in attention paid to American foreign policy in July, 1953,
was the result of the Korean armistice talks and the signing of an armistice
by the United Nations' forces and the North Koreans on July 26. Those in
November, 1953, and April and May, 1954, may be attributed to our insis-
tence that Italy Jjoin the European Defense Community and to criticisms of
Clare Booth Luce; in these instances the emphasis was placed on the CGIL
contention that we were interfering in the internal affairs of the country.

The execution of the Rosenbergs on June 19, 1953, and the preceding

events as, for example, the petitions to the Supreme Court and the President



and the stay of execution issued by Justice Douglas were the reasons for
the amount of attentlion in June and July. - Emphasis was placed on the lack
of Jjudicial impartiality in the United States, on the fact that two small
children were to be left as orphans, and the continuoﬁs reiteration that
the Rosenbergs were innocent. Following remarks on the case were limited

to photographs of the two orphans and revliews of the Death House lLetters.

Figure 8

Frequency over Time of the Rosenberg Case
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One of the interesting aspects of the treatment of the Rosenberg case
is the relative lack of mention of it except for June and July, 1953. Rather

than an eventual buildup prior to the execution, the amount of attention



dropped to a lack of mention of the case in April, then picked up a little
in May, before rising to its highest point in June. The absence of any
mention of the case from September, 1953, through January, 1954, was to be
expected given the nature of the subject; however, the treatment in the
succeeding months was a little surprising. The protable reason for it was
that the staff wanted to remind lavoro's readers that, as far as CGIL was
concerned, the case had not been closed. Two children had been left without
parents and remlnders of this fact could be counted on to renew sentiment

against the American government given the Italian feellng about family 1life.

Figure 9

Frequency over Time of McCarthyism




The emphasis on McCarthy in May, June, and July of 1953 grew out of
his "book-turning" campaign and the jaunt through Europe of Roy Cohn and
David Schine. The subject was picked up again in April, 1954, as a result
of the Army-McCarthy hearings. Generally, the theme that was emphasized
referred to his attacks on civil liberties and the dignity of the indivi-
dual. However, the overall lack of attention pald to McCarthy and his
actions was surprising to the analyst who had thought that this would be
one subject particularly conducive to anti-American pfopaganda. As a
result, there is no apparent reason for this general lack of interest and
no hypothesis will be offered.

Figure 10

Frequency over Time of Labor Problems
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The investigations 1nto the activities of the International Long-
Shoremen's Association were discussed in some detail during the June-July,
1953 period. Emphasis was placed on the amount of corruption in the
American trade union; also, thére were comments on political interference

into the activitlies of the unions as, for example, the Taft-Hartley Law.

Again in February, 1954, the Lavoro staff attempted to show a connection

between labor disputes, corruption, and political interference in the
There was also some commentary on the meeting of the

trade union area.
World Federation of Trade Unions, with which the American unions are not
affiliated, and how much more effective it could be if all trade unions

were affiliated in one unitary international confederation rather than

having two International trade union groups.
In discussing the economlc situation in the United States, emphasis

Figure 11
of the Economic Situation
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was on the Influence of Wall Street in the daily life of the American
citizen. In February, 1954, this was the main toplc of conversation
along with comments on the decline of the economy. Interestingly enough,
this was the only category appearing frequently which dropped in number
of mentions in June and July of 1953. Perhaps this can be explained by
assuming that thls subJect lacked the dramatic appeal of those subjJects
such as the Rosenberg Case, the Korean War, and the ILA 1lnvestigation and,
as a result, did not fit into the type of treatment belng glven fhe United
States during this two-month period.

Figure 12

Frequency over Time of Approbation
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In the case of the approbation of certaln aspects of the United States'



policles and actions, the frequency pattern is similar to that for the total
mentions over the entire period of the study. The number of mentlons rises
considerably in June and July, 1953, followed by a relatively precipitous
fall in the succeeding months. The rise in these two months can be explained
by the fact that the lLavoro staff praised two groups for their roles in

the events of those months; (1) Those Americans who paraded and picketed

the White House in protest against the impending execution of the Rosenbergs
were lauded for their actions. (2) Rank-and-file trade union members were
praised for their reaction against corruption in-the unions. As explained
previously, approbation often appeared as a qualification of negative
remarks about the United States and these two months were no exception.

Figure 13

Frequency over Time of Violence against Individuals
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Major Themes

The theme "violence against 1ndividuals'" also shows the same rise in
June and July of 1953. This was largely due to Lavoro's extensive treat-
ment of the Rosenberg case. Thne gradual rise in 1954 can be explained
agaln by further mentions of the Rosenverg case as well as descriptions of
the waterfront strikes in New York City. Otherwise, a larze percentage of
this theme was devoted to criticism of what was termed our military inter-
ference 1n the affairs of other nations, especially in Korea and Indochina.
This particular theme appeared in conjunction with most of the categories
of discussion in the study. It was employed at least once in 120 of the
282 items and twice in another U4 for a total of 1CY4 mentions.

Figure 14

Frequency over Time of Restraint on Individuals
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"Restraint on Individuals" was one of the more stable themes as far
as a frequency pattern 1s concerned. A good deal of Lavoro's anti-American
material included comments of this nature. In fact, a discussion of almost
any topic relating to the United States over the entire period of the
study encompassed this particular theme; based on a total of 282 items during
the 18 months of the analysis, this theme appeared in 153, or 51% of them,
with a total of 192 separate mentions. For the most part, the theme was
used in conjJunction with the Rosenberg case, discussions of labor unions,
and United States forelgn pollcy.

Figure 15

Frequency over Time of Political Persecution
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"Political persecution" again followed a similar frequency pattern for

the period of the study. The rise in June and July, 1953, 1s explained by



the discussions of the Rosenberg Case in which the political implications

of the sentence imposed upon the couple were emphasized. In November, 1953,
the discussion of the Taft-Hartley law led to the argument that labor unions
were belng discriminated against by the government. The gradual rise in
1954 can be attributed ;o the discusslions of the Army-McCarthy hearings

and the further mentions of the Rosenberg case.

The emphasis on "corruption" in June and July of 1953 is related to
Lavoro'!'s dlscussions of the International Longshoremen's Associatlon.
Political corruption also enters the picture during this period as well as
during the other months of the study; this involves, according to the

Figure 16

Frequency over Time of Corruption




material presented by the staff, the categories of McCarthyism and the
Rosenberg case. Politlical corruption was defined as the employment by

the government of methods which are not legal according to law; for exam-
ple, the executlion of the Rosenbergs was not legal since they were 1nnocent.

Figure 17

Frequency over Time of Fascism
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Although "fascism" also shows a spurt in June and July, this theme is
also prevalent throughout the 18 month period of the study. It appears
every month in one context or another although emphasis is placed on this
particular theme during the above mentioned period and in November, 1953,
and May, 1954. 1In fact, the theme appears in 535 of the 282 items dealing

with the United States. The charge of fasclsm was levied against the United



States especially in the area of foreign policy. It was employed in con-

Junction with the theme of political imperialisi and, more specifically, the
sub-theme of interference in internal affairs. Also, the theme appeared in
the discusslons of the Rosenberg case, McCarthyism, and trade union affalrs.

Figure 18

Frequency over Time of Political Imperialism
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"Political imperialism" is also present throughout the entire period;
however this theme has its highest point in July of 1953, with other periods
of emphasis in November, 1953, and May, 1954. These periods of emphasls can
be explained by the Korean Armistice in July, 1953, discussions of our in-
sistence that Italy join the Luropean Defense Community, and criticisms of
the actions of Clare Booth Luce. In each case, we were accused of inter-

fering 1n Itallan internal affairs. This theme also encompassed our so-



called military interference 1n the Far Fast, in this case 1n Indochina.

Some Cross-Tabulations

The type of item employed in presenting a particular category or

theme varied little.

photographs were used.

gorlies and themes to be discussed in detail in this study.

Table 6

Category or Theme on Type of Item

As a general rule, elther articles with pictures or

Table 6 gives the breakdown for the twelve cate-
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Restraint on Individuals 2 66 8 3 5 4 74 32 1
Political Persecution 1 31 1 1 5 3 51 9 1
Fascism 3 76 y 2 7 y 89 4 0
Corruption y 43 7 0 6 2 57 17 0
Political Imperialism 3 73 1 3 7 3 70 39 O

Of the 1782 mentlons appearing in these twelve themes and categories,

33.7% appeared in articles with pictures, 407 in photographs, and 13.6%



in cartoons. In other words, 87.375 of the total mentions were treated in only
three ways.

The size of the item was also limited, generally, to four classifications.
These were (1) less than one-fourth page; (2) one-fourth to one-half page; (3)
three-fourths to one page; and (4) 1 3/4 to 2 pages, as Table 7 indicates.
Within these twelve categories and themes, 85% of the items fell into the

four classifications given atove. As the tahble indicates, approximately 70,

Table 7

Category or Theme of Size of Item
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of the items in thils groups were of less than one page in size.
size was not concluded to be an indicatlion of the amount of emphasis placed

on the United States by Lavoro during the period of the study.

Therefore,

As a result of the findings depicted in Table 7 above, 1t was concluded

that the position of the item within the magazine was the most reliable in-

dicator of Iavoro's use of American policies and actions in furthering its

campaign agalnst the United States.
Table

Category or Theme

8

on Prcminence

CATEGORY OR THEME

PROMINENCE

0 1 2 3 U4 5 6 7
Forelgn Pollcy L6 86 31 50 5 18 20 2
Economic Situation 16 38 5 7 3 6 3 1
Labor Problems 9 37 8 17 3 17 14 2
Rosenberg Case 15 31 7 27 11 39 L
McCarthyism 5 35 Yy 5 0 6 13 3
Approbation 15 L6 8 12 3 10 14 2
Viclence against Individuals 15 46 20 29 5 17 32 2
Restraint on Individuals 19 68 19 36 7 17 27 2
Political Persecution 15 29 11 16 Yy 8 18 2
Fascism 34 60 26 42 7 22 20 Y
Corruption 14 43 13 29 L 17 14 2
Political Imperialism 43 60 27 33 5 17 13 2

Numbers 0-5 were a measure of top prominence; the total number of mentions



appearing in these six classifications was 85.277 of the mentions for the
twelve categories and themes over the entire period. Only 12.7% fell into
the classiflcation of medium prominence. However, medium prominence was
significant 1n one category, that of the Rosenberg case; in this lnstance,
28% of the mentions were classified as of medium prominence. (Tnils may
have been a result of the large amount of attention directed to this sub-
ject, necessitating a more even distribution over the prominence contiuum
of the relevant items.) The type of top prominence that was the most prev-
alent was that of "any article with photographs" other than on the cover,
on page 3, or on the center page; 32.5% of the total mentions for these
twelve categories and themes fell into this classification.

Table 9

Category or Theme on Direction
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Restraint on Individuals 119 0 75 0
Political Persecutlon 65 0 38 0
Fascism 169 0 56 0
Corruption 89 0 u6 0
Political Imperialism 96 0 2u 0
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The direction given to American policies and actions by the Lavoro
staff was overwhelmingly negative as had been expected. Table 9 gives
the breakdown of this classification for the same themes and categories
that were employed in the previous 3 tables.

The most interesting aspect of this table is not that 63.5% of the
mentions were negative in direction but that several of the categories
and themes were more "mixed" than negative. Both of the categories of
"Labor Problems" and the "Rosenberg Case" showed this result. As was
explained previously In a discussion of approbation, this was because of
Lavoro'!s praise of rank and file trade union members and of those who pro-
tested against the execution of the Rosenbergs. Another interesting aspect
of the above table is that in the case of approbation, 69% of the mentions
were mixed in character rather than unqualifiedly positive. In fact, through-
out the entire twelve categories and themes the use of both negative and
positive remarks in discussing American policles and actlons seems to be
popular with the Lavoro staff. .This type of approach is employed in 3L
of the mentilons for this‘group of themes and categories. The probable
explanation for this phenomenon 1s that Communist propaganda tends to
differentiate between the American government and the American people, stating
that the problem is the nature of the government and the ordinary citizen
is not to be criticized but rather praised as he 1s not a part of the govern-
ment.

The use of several types of methods of presentation for each item was
recorded for 83.5% of the mentions for the twelve categories and themes
under discussion. Factual reporting appeared in only 4.87 of the mentions

while distortion appeared alone in 4.25 of then.



The types of combinations appearing for each of the twelve categories

and themes will be discussed 1n detailed in the following chapter.

The

chapter will present a detailed analysis of each of the above categoriles

and themes as to their specific content and the way 1n which the content

was handled by the Lavoro staff.

Category or Theme on Method of Presentation

Table 10
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CHAPTER V
QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS

Qualitative content analysis as a method of research is particularly
valuable in a study of thils nature with the empnhasls being placed on what
was sald about the United States and how this material was treated by the
Lavoro staff. Therefore, tnis type of analysis was undertalzen in an attempt
to determine the way in which Lavoro is attempting to instill dislike and
fear of the United States 1n tne mind of the Itallian worker. It should be
pointed out again that there is no way (except by the comparison of past
and present membersnip figures and PCI election results) at this time of
discovering the reaction of the recaders to the material in Lavoro and that
any discussion of the possible reaction must, of necessity, be speculative.

The two preceding chapters have gilven a plcture of the quantitative
aspects of the material in Lavoro dealing with the United States between
January, 1953, and June, 1954. Tnis chapter will deal with the qualitative
aspects of the data, or, rore specifically, with the twelve categories and
thenmes treated in the preceding chapter. Each of these will be taken up
separately and in detail; then an attempt will be made to tie them together
in order to present a coherent picture of the substance of Lavoro's treatment
of the United States during the period of the study.

One point should be made clear before beginning a detailed discussion
of the twelve themes and categories to be covered below. For flve of the
categories -- forelgn policy, economic situation, labor problems, the Rosen-
berg case, and McCarthyism -- the method of treatment will be largely based
on the themes used by the Lavoro staff in their discussion of each. All of

the themes which appeared under each category are not being employed; only



those which appeared the most frequently are included. Tables 11-15 give
the trealidown for each of the five categories against those themes which
appeared 1in conjunction with them.

Imperialism and Foreign Policy

United States foreign policy received the greatest amount of attention
as compared wilth the other categories durling the eighteen-month perlod of
the study. MNct only did articles, photographs, etc. concentrate oﬁ our for-
eign policy btut also, when other subjects were being discussed, aspects of
American foreign policy often entered in to the discussion. 1In fact, 115
of the 282 1tems contained at least one mention of foreign policy, 91 at
least two, and 55 three mentions.

Those aspects of American foreign policy which recelved the most
attention during the period of the study were our policy in the Far East,
our pollcy in Italy, economic pressures, and interference in internal
affairs. The sub-category "Other" contains references to United States
foreign policy in which more than three of its aspects were discussed in
one item; these combinations were, for the most part, concerned with either
our policy in the Far East or Italy plus intimidatlion of other powers,
economic pressures, and interference in Internal affairs.

The treatrient of our Far LEastern foreign policy revolved around Korea
and Indochina and varied little between the two countries. In both cases,
emphasis was placed on the Cormunist contention that the United States was
little more than an imperlalistic nation and interfering in the internal
affairs of both areas. This critique - was based on the fact that America
was supplying arms to the French 1n Indochina and both arms and men in

Korea. Also, the point was made that both the Indochinese and the Koreans



were fighting for their independence and that the United States was attempt-
ing to restrain this natural desire for independence.

The United States' insistence that Italy join the European Defense
Community formed the basis for Lavoro's attacks on our policy there. Other
facets of American pollicy 1n Italy which were criticized by the staff were
the statements of Clare Booth Luce, the agreement with Professor Valleta,
the president of FIAT, to make F-85 jets for the NATO command, and the
appearance of American battleships in varlous of the Italian ports from
time to time which were described as "demonstrations of power."

The strongest criticism of Clare Booth Luce was for her speech in
Milan prior to the June 7-8, 1953, general elections. A great deal of
resentment was evlident regarding her statement that unless the Christian
Democrats won the electlon there might be a drastic cut in American econonic
aid. OShe was also critlcized for her statements insisting on the entry of
Italy into EDC and on Italian rearmament. Mrs. Luce was characterized as
an unscrupulous individual who would stop at almost nothing to gain what
she deslred, even if it meant putting the Interests of Italy in the back-
ground. However, there were no examples supporting this accusation, which
glves the impression that the staff was perhaps trying to counteract her
popularity among segments of the population simply by making seemingly
unfounded remarks as to Mrs. Luce's character.

The FIAT-USA ag?eement and the appearance of American battleshlps off
the coasts of Italy led to the accusation that we were interfering 1n Italy's
internal affairs. American insistence on rearmament was interpreted as
a lack of interest in the economic stability of the country as according

to Lavoro, this was evidence that the United States was interested in Italy



only as a source of manpower for another war.

By far the most important of the sub-categories dealing with foreign
affairs was that of "interference 1n internal affairs." In almost every
item dealing with foreign policy, this sub-category appeared as the focal
polnt of the discussion. On the other hand, there was no mention of the
Soviet Union as the exemplary force in international affairs, as the nation
which did not practice these ‘reprehensible" methods of forelign policy.
This lack of mention of the Soviet Union as a contrast suggests that the
Lavoro staff follows the policy of the Italian Communist Party in not
broadcasting any affiliation with the CPSU or in placing mucn emphasls
on the deslrabillity of copying the Soviet methods.

Eight themes were enmphaslzed in Lavoro's treatment of United States!
foreign policy. These were (1) violence azainst individuals; (2) restraint
of individuals; (3) political persecﬁtion; (4) fascism; (5) war-mongering;
(3) corruption; (7) econonic imperialism; and (2) political imperialismn.
The frequency of attentlon for each of these eight themes 1s given in Tatle
11.

Those themes which appear tihe most often in connection with our
foreign policy were fasclsm and political imperialilsm. Thése were used in
relation to Lavoro's contention that the United States! foreign policy was
oriented toward lnterference in the internal affairs of other nations. The
frequent appearance of the term fascism served to bolster the notion that
the United States was not really a democracy but only an oligarchy run by
business and military cliques. Our methods were compared to those employed
bty dictatorships, both past and present. For example, in several cartoons

the United States was characterized not only by dollar signs but also by



swastikas. Also, in several of the discussions of EDC, America was accused
of desiring the return to power of those persons in Germany who had been
influential during the ilitler reginme.

Tavle 11

Relative Empnasis of Selected Themes on Foreign Policy
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The term 'war-mongering" was used in describing the United States! mili-
tary role in Korea, its military aid to France for the Indochinese war, and

Armerican inslstence that Europe rearm as soon as possible. Again, our desire

-
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for European rearmament was tled to the charge of fascism. However, no reasons
were glven as to why we desired European reariiament. The erphasis was placed
on the future -- and present -- economic hardships which would be imposed on
the Italian worker as a result of a war, rather than a consumer, econony.

Another facet of Lavoro's treatment of American foreign policy was that
the United States put economic pressure on various natlions in order to force
them to adopt policies to its liking. Clare Booth Luce'!s statement regard-
ing the Italian elections is an example of this type of treatment. Here
again, the Lavoro staff was able effectively to portray its contention that
the United States was interfering in tihe Internal affairs of a nation.

Therefore, one can conclude that, in the area of American foreign pol-
icy, the main emphasis was placed on the contention that the United States
interfered in the iInternal affairs of various nations. The Lavoro staff
portrayed example after example to point this up to the reader, sometimes
by factual reporting, other times by the use of distortion, and also by a
combination of the two methods of presentation.

An example of the use of distortion was the appearance of a cartoon
deplcting Clare Booth Luce driving a broken-down truck, representing Italy,
in which Premier DeGasperl and other cabinet ministers were riding. An
American flag on which a swastika nad been superinposed flew from the front
of the truck and Mrs. Luce was carrying an atomlc bomb in her hand while
driving. Another cartoon made use of a combination of factual reporting
and distortion. This one depicted Mrs. Luce's speecn in Milan and showed
her holding a string to which several dollar bills were attached; the
expression on her face reminded on of a vulture.

Regardless of the method of presentation, however, the Lavoro staff

Made effective use of each of the American policies and actions 1n the



area of foreign affairs which were conducive to negative interpretation bty
a group interested in discrediting the United States in the eyes of others.
Clare Booth Luce's statement In Hllan in resard to the Italian elections
and our military ald to France for use in Indochina are perhaps the two
best examples of this emphasis on the theme of interference in internal
affairs.
Econonics and "Democracy”

Interference ‘n internal affairs also appeared in conjunction with
the discussions of the economic situation in the United States. This
was a result of the combination of the influence of Wall Street 1n the
covernment and the resulting political inplications of this influence.
The politlical implications are largely international in character, as
threats of the withdrawal of economic aid from a country are made if the
country does not follow the lead of the United States in formulating its

domestic and forelzn policies.

Interestingly enough, there was little mention of a possivle depression

In the United States. But whenever this possibility was discussed, 1t was
in conJunction with our emphasis on the production of war materials. This
was tled in with the American desire for European rearmament and was treat-
ed as a "natural” result stemmlng from a war-oriented economn;. Throughout
these discusslons, Lavoro attenpted to snow that, if war production ceased,
there would be mass unemployment and the resulting crisis would have world-
wide effects.

Those themes ermployed in the discussion of the American econonmic sit-
nation were (1) violence against individuals; (2) restraint on individuals;
(3) fascism; (4) economic depression; (5) corruption; (G) monopoly; (7)

economic imperialism; and (38) political imperiallism. The amount of atten-



tion each recelved in thls particular category is presented in Table 12
below.

Violence against individuals and restraint on individuals appeared
in conjunction with economic and political imperialism. The emphasis was
on the results of the glving of economlc and military aid to colonial
powers for the purpose of putting down natioralist movements in their
colonies. These themes were also tied in with fascism and mpnopoly which
clearly shows the type of presentation given to this category bty the Lavoro
staff. Again it was the emphasis on American interference in Italian in-

Table 12

Relative IEmphasis of Selected Themes on Economic Situation
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ternal affairs which provided the maln theme of the discussions. The inter-
ference was malnly economlc in nature as demands were made to the effect

that unless Italy followed our lead in forulating i1ts international and
domestic policies ald would be withdrawn. However, the principle of econonic
aid was not criticized in Lavoro; ratner it was the "sfrings" attached to thie
aid that were attaclied as evidence of the American desire to control and
dominate Italy.

In many instances, fasc!sm appeared at the same time as did economic
and political imperialism, as was the case in the treatment of American
forelgn policy. Tne use of these particular themes in conjuanction with
each other seemed to be the favorite type of treatment employed by the
Lavoro staff 1n discussing any subjJect which has internatlonal implicatlons.
Mcre specifically, it was political fascism and interference in internal
econonic and politlcal affairs which went hand in hand 1n the presentation
of these subjects.

The theme "restraint on individuals'" also played 1ts role in the dis-
cussion of the economic situation in the United States. However, tnis
theme appeared for the most part in those itcms which were also concerned
with labor problems. The restrictlons on the freedom of action of tne
indivldnal to live and work as he wished were emphasized. It was the
Lavoro staff's contention that the military and business cliques in the
United States prevented the ordinary citizen from freely participating 1n
wnatever facets of daily life he wished. According to Lavoro, these restraints
disproved our claim of being the leading democracy in the world and led
quite naturally to a desire to dominate other nations economically and pol-

1tically, if not militarily.



An Appeal to Labor

The role of tne labor union in the United States was covered in some
detall during this period. However, this was not done in laudatory terms
by any means. Labor leaders, almost without exception, were criticized for
thelir actlons, statements, and economlic status. The point was made again
and again that the union leaders were actually members of the ruling cliques
(Lavoro's assumed cllque) and that, as such, they did not have the interests
of the workers at heart. This emphasis on the negative character of Ameri-
can trade union leaders seems to follow the Cormunist contention that trade
unions in the "bourgeois democracies'” are to be criticized frequently since
they do not operate in a framework which, according to Marx and Lenin, snhould
be based on the principle of the proletarian revolution. A trade union ougnt
not to operate within the democratic framework, which implies that the gov-
ernmental structure will remain stable and no overt action will be taken to
change 1t. That this is the foundation for Lavoro's criticisms can be jus-
tified by the fact that many of the items dealing with Amerlcan trade unions
contained pleas to the workers to change their leaders and to affiliate witn
the World Federation of Trade Unions.

Corruption in the trade unions played an important role in Lavoro's
criticlsm of the behavior of the leaders. The International Longshoremen's
Assoclation was held up as the prime example of this corruption. Much
emphasis was placed on the use of members of "Murder, Inc." by the ILA
leaders in order to keep the members in line. However, interestingly
enough, when the longshoremen were voting on whether or not to join tne
Anerican Federation of Labor, the Lavoro staff had nothing but contenpt

for those workers who voted for the AF of L. One received the impressilon



that, as far as lLavoro was concerned, there was no difference between the

AF of L and the ILA and that the workers should form another organization —-

one which would be set up along the lines of Harry Bridges! union of long-

shoremen on the West Coast.

The contradiction here 15 obvious since the

West Coast longshoremen's union 1s not the type that the Communists profess

to desire either.

Those themes which were employed the most frequently in the discusslons

of labor problems were

corruption; and (4) monopoly.

(1) restraint on individuals;

(2) rascism;

(3)

Table 13 gives the breakdown for these four

themes as well as for several others which appeared 1n conjunction witn

this category.

Relative Emphasis of

Table 13

Selected Thiemes on Labor Problems
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"Restraint on individuals" involved the lack of freedom of the indi-
vidual worker not only to attain his desired goals but also to choose his
leaders freely. According to Lavoro, the worker was manipulated by the
union leader who was not actually representing him as he should have been.
This led to the use of fascism and corruption as two of the natural results
of such a policy on the part of the trade union leader. Over and over again,
argunents were presented as to why the worker should get rid of his leaders
and choose new ones who would be sympathetic to his problems and desires.

One example employed to show that the trade union leader was actually
a member of the rullng elite rather than a member of the working class was
his economic status. After all, a home in a "middle-class" neighborhood
and a relatively new car were obvious signs that the leader had deserted
the cause to which he had been supposedly dedicated.

Another example of this was that invitations to American workers to
join the World Federation of Trade Unions had been rejected. It was em-
phasized that letters and communiques were being sent by DiVittorio to
the workers telling them that they would be more than welcome to Join
this Communist-dominated federation. The rejection of these invitations
was a sign that the workers had not been able to make a free choice as if
they had been able to do so, they would have Jjoined rather than remaining
in the International Confederatlion of Free Trade Unions

The ICFTU was continually castigated as a tool of the United States.
Again 1t was emphasized that the workers were being tricked by their
leaders; this organization was nothing but another means for the United
States to gain world dominatlon, and the interests of the workers meant

nothing. The allegatlon that both Walter Reuther and George Meany were



influentlal in thls organization was clted as proof of American domination.
This served to glve the staff another opportunity to assert its contention
that the United States was interested in world domination and would stop

at almost nothing to attain its goals, even to the point of misrepresenting
itself to the workers. Also, charges were made that CISL was dominated by
the United States; these charges were supported by the fact that Irving
Brown of the AF of L had spent some time in Italy "advising" the CISL lead-
ers as to thelr best course of action. Obviously, thls accusation could
have real repercussions on the Italian trade union scene.

"Legal Assassination”

It was the Rosenberg case, however, which gave the Lavoro staff their
best opportunity to create anti-American feeling among the Italian workers.
This famous case, whlich has been described in detail in Chapter II, seemed
to have been "tailor-made" for such a purpose. There is 1little doubt that
Lavoro was not interested in the couple as individuals; simply, the case
provided such an excellent opportunlty for the promulgation of anti-American
sentiment that no type of presentation was ignored in discussing the "facts"
of the case.

During June, and July, 1953, over one-half of the space devoted to the
United States was employed in the presentation of material concerning the
Rosenbergs. The themes employed in this presentation were (1) violence
against individuals; (2) restraint on individuals; (3) political persecu-
tion; (4) fascism; (5) Judicial injustice; and (&) corruption.

The reasons given by the Lavoro staff for their defense of the Rosen-
bergs were ethical In nature, although there Is reason to doubt this con-

tentlon glven the nature of Communlst propaganda and actlons generally.
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However, the staff malntained that the couple were innocent of the charges
agalnst them and that they were victims of the political hysteria sweeping
the United States at that tlme. The United States! government, judicial
system, and police were accused of an aétion concelved to e 1ittle less
than the murder of two lnnocent people, leaving two children as orphans.

By far the strongest attack was made on the American judicial system.
Its members were accused of everything from corruption to fascism. Judge
Kaufman, who handed down the original sentence of death in the electric
chalr, received the strongest criticism. It was alleged that he was exactly

what a judge ought not to be, especlally that he was susceptible to polit-

1cal pressures from government personnel and the FBI. The staff then pointed
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out that thlis was contradictory to our stated principles of law. The
same type of critlclism was also extended to each of the Supreme Court
Justices except Justice Douglas. After all, hadn't he risked his career
when he felt that an injustice might have been committed and ordered a
stay of executlon for the couple?

President Eisenhower and Attorney General Brownell were also accused
of having been swept away by the political hysteria prevailing at the time.
These two men were held up as fascists and assassins. The FBI was termed
a secret police and it was charged that they had employed terroristic
methods in order to achieve their ends, iIn this case the conviction of the
couple. One of the most effective items used in portraying these accusations
was a photograph (supposedly) of President Eisenhower with his thumb turned
down and a wicked smile on hls face; it was remlniscent of Nero in the days
of the gladiator fights in ancient Rome.

The greatest part of the treatment of thé Rosenberg case was reserved
for an emotional appeal; pnotograpn after photograph and article after
article were devoted to the two children of the couple. The fact that
they would be left as orphans was emphasized over and over again. There
were also photographs of Ethel and Julius before their arrest, during the
trial, and in the prison at Sing Sing. These photographs showed the couple
embracing, with tears in their eyes, and bravely facing the Jjudge at the
time they received the death sentence. Another attempt to create a feeling
of sympathy for the couple was made by printing several poems written by
Ethel durlng her imprisonment.

One point continually emphasized by the Lavoro staff was that the

execution was nothing more than a legal assassination. One entire article



was devoted to a description of how the electric chair operated; another
told of each detail of the Rosenterg execution. If these were calculated
to create a feeling of horror on the part of the reader, they were very
effective, at least as far as the writer and several others are concerned.
Concerning this polnt, if must be remembered that there is no capital
punishment in Italy and, even more important, it 1s forbidden by the Con-
stitution.

In the months following the execution, the Rosenberg case was not
ignored. Several photographs of Michael and Bobby Rosenberg were printed;

there was a favorable review of the Death House Letters written by the

couple prlilor to their execution; a eulogy for Emmanuel Block, the couple's
attorney, appeared after his death. The one item concerning the Rosenbergs
that remains witn the writer is a drawing done by a French cartoonist which
appeared 1in lLavoro following the executlon. It is merely thne pedestal of
the Statue of Liberty with the couple replacing Miss Liberty wno lies, dis-
carded, at the foot of the pedestal. This typifies, pernaps better than
any other one ltem, the attitude of Lavoro toward the entire case.

It must be remenbtered that this case was not emphasized because the
Lavoro staff felt sympathetic toward the two individuals involved. lere
was a situation which was extremely advantageous for the building up of
anti-American sentiment in the mind of the Italian worker. The staff was
able to capitalize on each facet of the case as 1t reflected in a particular
attitude of the Italian towards certaln aspects of the case. For example,
the emphasls on family life was exploited by repeating the fact that two
children would te left as orphans. All in all, the Rosenberg case provided

!

an opportunity for Lavoro to "pull out all the stops" in an attempt to



create an atmospnere conducive to effectively pointing out that the Unlted
States was not really a democracy. After all, in a democracy, persons are
not executed for crimes which they did not commit.
Attempts at Political Conformity

Although Senator Josepn McCarthy was not the subject of discussion
very often, ne was violently attacliied several times. It nust be renmnembered
that he was thought to be very powerful in the United States during this
period not only by many Americans but also by many Europeans. Rezardless
of his true significance, however, the Lavoro staff was able to cite his
exploits as proof of the lack of democracy in the United States. MNcCarthy

was accused of being a fascist, a "witch-hunter,"

and a mad, power-seeking
individual. 1In ract, almost any unconplinentary term one can think of was
applied to the Junior senator from Wiscorisin.

The main empnasis was placed on his tactics in Congress. According
to Lavoro, McCarthy violated every principle of fair play and democracy
during his investigations of what was termed "ncthing at all." It was he
who had fostered the political hysteria in the United States against those
individuals who were brave enough to openly support what they felt was
right, although it might not be identical withn the prevalling political
views. This hysteria led to the loss of jobs, of friends, and, in some
cases, of 1life through suicide by many of these indlviduals. Hls unfounded
accusations were based on nothing more than a desire for attentlon and
eventual political power. EZzch item concerning McCarthy In Lavoro employed
these themes repeatedly, until this writer 1s certain that they were bound

to penetrate even tne most skeptical of minds.

The themes most frequently employed in these discussions were those of

(1) violence against individuals; (2) restraint on individuals; (3) political



persecution; (4) fascism; (5) corruption; and (¢) political imperialisn.

Table 15 glves the breakdown of these themes against each sub-category of

McCarthylsn.
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The first three of these themes were used in conjunction with the con-

gresslional investigatlons of which McCarthy was in charge.

It was alleged

that his tactics often led to (1) the suiclde of the accused individual;

(2) the individual belng afrald to speak his mind because of possitle

accusation, and (3) the persecution of those who were not afrald to speak

thelr minds. These tactlics were fasclst in nature and a parallel was
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drawn between the methods of McCarthy and tnose of other dictators; the
polnt was made that, in actuality, McCarthy was afraid of criticism and,
as a result, would stop at nothing to discredit those who were critical
of him.

The internatlonal aspects of KcCarthylisin concerned the trip of Roy
Cohn and David Schine through Europe in 1953. This journey occasioned
extremely bitter comments in Lavoro as to the nature of American democracy.
Subtle hints were included referring to the possitle relationship between
the two men. These hints plus some of their actions in Europe were
sufficient to lead to violent accusations against the United States to
the effect that we were a decadent, corrupt nation, bent on eventual
world domination. DlMore specifically, the attempts of Cohn and Schine to
dictate the choice of the material to be made available to the nationals
of various European nations by the United States Information Service
libraries were interpreted as an American desire to determine the way in
whiich these people should think and act in regard to others. Finally, the
Army-McCarthy hearings were portrayed as a struggle for power among certain
of the ruling groups in the United States.
Major Themes =-- All Negative

There were six themes which were emphasized in Lavoro throughout the
period of the study. These were violence against individuals, restraint
on individuals, political persecution, fascism, corruption, and political
imperialism. These appeared, for the most part, in conjunctlon with the
five categories discussed above. However, a more detailed outline of the
type of emphasis placed on these themes might be useful in gaining a more

precise picture of the substance of lLavoro's treatment of the United States.
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Figure 19 gives the relative percentages for the use of each of these
themes 1n the discussions of foreign pollcy, the Rosenterg case, the econ-
omic situation, lavor problems, and McCarthyism.

Violence against individuals appeared the most frequently in the
discussions of the Rosenterg case and foreign policy. The sub-themes
employed were "lynching -- 'legal! and otherwise," "incarceration of
political minoritles," and "police and military brutality." The first
refers to the Rosenberg case almost excluslvely as only one mention of
the lynching of a Negro appeared throughout the entire period of the study.
The second also refers to the Rosenberg case for the most part; however,
those who were jalled for contemnpt of Congress during the lMcCarthy inves-
tigations also fall into this sub-theme. The third sub-theme which was
emphasized referred to the actions of our mllitary personnel in Korea who
were charged with tne slauchter of innocent civilians and the mistreatment
of prisoners of war.

Restraint on individuals dealt almost entirely with the lack of free-
dom of action of the American citizen. This theme appeared in conJunction
with practically every category of treatment. However, 1t was the most
prevalent in the discussions of labor problems, foreign policy, and Mc-
Carthyism. Ilere, the Lavoro staff emphasized the lack of democracy in
the United States by pointing out what they considered to be the conflicts
between our professed values and our actlions. For example, it has been
noted that McCarthy often made indiscriminate accusations about the past
and present political affiliations of various individuals. These accusa- -
tions led in many instances to the person involved losing his job without

an opportunity to defend hlmself. This type of occurrence was referred
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to as restraint on the freedom of actlon of an individual.

Political persecution also entered in to the picture in this case.

The Lavoro staff lost no opportunity to point out that, in a true democracy,
persons are not condemned for their political views, but that in the United
States this was not the case. Obviously the use of the theme "political
persecution" appeared in conjunction with McCarthyism for the most part.
However, this theme was also employed in the discussions of the Rosenberg
case.and of United States!' foreign policy. In both instances, the enphasis
was placed on our lack of willingness to recognize the right of other persons
to entertain political views not i1dentical to those of the persons in power.
The McCarthy investligations afforded the best opportunity for such accusa-
tlons, although the political aspects of the Rosenberg case were also treated
in some detail.

The American trade unions received tne greater share of Lavoro's accusa-
tions of corruption in the United States. For the most part, in this case,
corruption was attributed to the labor leaders who employed eitner gangsters
or criminal methods to achleve theilr goals. This was especially true of
the International Longshoremen's Assoclation. Also, corruption was employed
as a theme 1in both the Rosenberg case and in the discussions of McCarthyism.
In both these instances, the emphasls was on the nature of the American
government and 1ts tactics for disposing of opposition to its political views.

The accusatlion of political imperlalismn appeared, naturally, in the

items dealing with our foreign policy. Emphasls was placed on the subthemes

"interference in internal affairs" and "military interference." In both cases,

eventual world domination was the goal of the United States. Although there

nad been "military interference"” in only Korea and Indochina, we had been



interfering in the internal affairs of almost every other nation with whom
we had contact. nhis took the form of threats of withdrawal of economic aid
or the donation of funds to certain groups within those countries to combat
their political and economic foes. Also, the United States helped to perpetuate
monarchies. In an article on the coronation of Queen Elizabeth in June, 1G53,
Lavoro explained that without American funds the British monarchy could not
be supported and would disappear as 1t should. Our policy of supporting one
man or one political party in many nations was vigorously criticized on many
occasions. According to the staff of Lavoro, this policy was detrimental

\
to the welfare of the citizens of those nations and showed that we were in-
terested only in maintaining -- and increasing -- our influence throughout
the world.

It was tie charge of fascism in America wnich received the greatest
amount of attention in Lavoro during the period of the study. In whatever
area was discussecd, fascism was nentloned at least once in almost every case.
Each of 1ts aspects -- industrial, lavor, political, economlc, military --
were covered thoroughly. It was political fasclism, however, which was given
the most empnasis bty the staff; 537 of the total mentions of fascism fell
into this sub-thene.

Again, the charge was levied that the United 3tates was attempting to
achieve world domination and would stop at nothing to gain this end. In
fact, even without this direct charge, the frequent use of the themes of
fascism and political imperialism would be enough indication of the opinions
manifested in Lavoro. But the fact remains that the maln accusations against
the United States are based on those of our policles and actlons which seem

to te conducive to being termed fascistlc in character.



Fascism was used as a theme in connection with almost every category.
Not only were our international policles characterized in thils way but also
our domestic policies. Actually, the only group exempt from this classifica-
tion was that of the ordinary citizen; he was being misled by the propaganda
of the elites of the country who were interested only in maintaining their

power and also increasing 1t in the future.

Approbation of the United States
Approration of tne United States was unqualified in only a few instances.

These included pralse of Howard Fast for his novel The Last Fronticr, which

was reprinted in Lavoro as a serial. 0. Henry's The Gift of the Magl appear-

ed in the Christmas, 1953, issue with laudatory comments as well. There was
also a science fiction serial written by an American whicn was well received
by the Lavoro staff. Otherwise, all praise of the United States was limited
to the American citizen who held no official position in the government, in
business, or in tne army. There was one exception to this however. Lavoro
complimented the American government for its generosity in sending scveral
refrigerated box-cars to Italy which aided in saving a large portion of the
fruit and vegetable crop in the summer of 1953.

Thermes used 1n pra.sing American citizens were that they were sensitle,
understanding, fair and just, democratic, kind, generous, brave, etc. Table
16 gives the number of times each of these were used and in what context.

Approbation of the American citizen appeared, for the most part, in the
discussions of the Rosenberg case, labor unions, and foreign policy. In each
case, pralse was given for disagreement with the policies and actions of the

government, the army, and the labor leaders. There were photograpns of in-

dividuals picketing the Wnhite House in protest against the execution of the
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Rosenbergs; there were descrlptions of demonstrations in New York City,
notatly in the Pennsylvania Station, in favor of the commutatlion of the
death sentence. In both instances, many of the signs carried by the dem-

" onstrators strongly criticized President Lisenhower, Attorney General Brown-

ell, Judge Kaufman, and J. Edgar Hoover. This was interpreted by the Lavoro

staff as an indication of the disliize of many Americans for thelr govern-
ment; this interpretation, in turn, led to the commendation of these clti-

zens as democratic, fair, just, etec.

~
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The rani-and-file union member was given favorable treatment, but not
for his actlons. Rather he was appealed to in the nanie of tune unity of the
working class to join the World Federation of Trade Unions which was the
only organization genulnely interested in the welfare of the workers. In
one case, however, the worker was commended directly. During the tugboat
strikes 1n New York and the telephone strilze in Washington, both in 1953,
Lavoro emphasized the necessity for such direct action as the only means
of galning what the workers Justly deserve.

Another group wiich recelved favorable treatment during the period of
the study was thiat of the American soldiers. Even tnough they were fight-
ing agzainst peace-loving people in Korea, this was not held against them.
Instead, they were absolved of blame since they were only tools of the
imperialistic American governnent. The soldier was praised for his attempts
to assist in aldlng Korean civilians who had lost everytning during the
war. Also, their joy at the signing of the armistice was interpreted as
the realization that they would no longer be forced to murder innocent
people who were only fighting for thelr independence.

Finally, many nmervers of the movie industry were commended for thelr
protests against certain aspects of governmental policy. The filrn which
recelved the greatest amount of praise was "From Here To Zternity." Ac-
cording to the reviews which appeared in Lavoro, thls essentially anti-
militaristic film indicated that many Americans were not in favor of the
forelgn policy of their government. The one person who best exemplified
the tradition of democracy wes Charles Chaplin. His fllms -- both old and
new -- were praised in the most laudatory terms and he himself was glven

a great deal of attention. 1In fact, his photograph was on the cover of



Lavoro on June 6, 1954, The only other aspect of United States! policy

or acticn to receive this type of attention was the Roserberg case.

Further Remari's

Other categories which received a limited amount of attentiocn in Lavoro
durling the period of the study were those of the armed forces, sports, ed-
ucation, medicine, science and technology, motion pictures, courts in action,

1

and historical. The category "science and technology" was the only cne to
recelve a neutral treatment from the Lavoro stalff. With the exception of
the mention of the [H-Bomb on one occasion, thils category dealt with ad-
vances In radio, television, and motion pictures and a mere description

of these tecnnologlcal advances was the extent of the treatment.

"Courts in action" dealt almost exclusively with the Rosenberyg case
as did the category "historical." In the latter category, there was one
very Interesting article whicn drew parallels between the principals in
the Sacco-Vanzettl case and those in the Rosenberg case. Not only were
the defendants compared favorauvly, but also the Judgses in each case and
President Eisenhower and Governor Fuller were dlscussed in similar contexts.
It was in this article that the political aspects of tne Rosenberg case
were very neatly pointed out.

Sports, education, and medicine received extremely limited attention
and were of little significance in the stalf's attempls to create anti-
American feeling. In the case of the armed forces on the other hand, an
attempt was made to convince the Italians that the Americans were an essen-
tially militaristic people. This was actually a contradiction of the

previous contention that the Americans had 1little liking for mnilitary



nmatters tut had no choice when 1t came to participating in the government's
nmilitary ventures.

Those themes wnlch were not heavlily covered were racial prejudlce,
gangsterism, economlc depression, elite control (except in the trade union
spnere), decadence, militarism, and xenophotia. One theme did not appear
at all; at no time was there any mentlon of religious prejudice in the
United States. The otner themes listed above were confined to a few mentions
with the exception of militarism. This theme was employed in conjunction
with the category of armed forces with the contradictory remarizs previously
mentioned.

Throughout this study, one factor has been extremely inpressive. The
Lavoro staff lost no opportunity to capitalize on those policles and actions
of the United States which seemed to contradict our professed values. This
was especially true in the Rosenberg case and 1n the discussions of foreign
policy.

The emphasis on the executlon of innocent persons in the treatment of
the Rosenberg case by the Lavoro staff definitely contradicts the stated
legal code of democratic nations. Whether or not the Rosenberz couple were
innocent is of little importance when a group attempting to create anti-
Arierican sentirient is able to present so effectively argument after argument
supporting its claim that we had comnitted a "legal murder." In this case,
there were a number of such incidents wnich were conducive to anti-American
propaganda. The possible reasons for the Italian defense of the couple
which were discussed in Chapter II were the reasons used by the staff to

point out the "true" nature of the Unlted States.
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In the discussions of our forelgn policy, those statements of Secretary
of State John Foster Dulles which seemed to indicate a lack of interest
for tne welfare of other nations except insofar as we were dlirectly con-
cerned were employed to prove lavcro's claim that we were imperialistic,
fascistic, and militaristic. The statements per se were not reprinted tut
any action taken bty the United States on tne international scene, for ex-
ample, our ald to France for the Indochinese war, which seemed to bear out
these statements was vigerously attacled. And, it might be added, thne at-
taciks gave every Indicatlon of having been well thought out witnh the view
of capitalizing on any latent anti-Anerican feeling on the part of the in-
tended reader.

The possidvle long-range results of the treatment of the United States
in Lavoro during tue period of the study will be discussed at length in the
following, and concluding, chapter. Of course such a discussion nust, of
necessity, e largely speculative since there is no way of testing the re-
actions of the readers of Lavoro at thls time. Nevertheless 1t should be
of value as a neans of determining what course of action might te taken 1n

order to combat effectively anti-American sentiment in Italy.
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CHAPTER VI

SULMARY AND CONCLUSION

As the previous chapters have demonstrated, a good deal of enphasis was
placed on the United States by the Lavoro staff during the period encompassed
by the study. There were certain patterns of empnasis which appeared be-
tween January, 1953, and June 1954, whlch related not only to frequency over
time but also to the substance of the material dealing with the United States.
Certain categories and thencs were emphasized during particular time perliods
for the most part; at the same time, however, several of them received
relatively heavy treatment throushout the entire 18 months perlod of the
study.

Those patterns which appeared throughout the perlod of the study have
already been explained in detall. However, a brief swamary of them should
help to pull together the previous discussion. For the most part, a par-
ticular subject was discussed in Iavoro during the period of its occurrence.
This is true of the Rosenberg case, for example, when lLavoro devoted a good
share of 1ts space to this subject during June and July of 1953. Foreign
pollcy also falls into this type of pattern as it was treated in greatest
detail during the periods immediately preceding and following the Korean
Armistice.

In Chapter II, there was a discussion of American policies and actions
during the period of the study. At that time, the question was raised as
to whether or not particular United States! policies and/or actions would
lend themselves to nezative treatment by the Lavoro staff. As has been

snhown, this phenomenon occurred in several instances. Perhaps the most
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striking was the discussion of the Indochinese war. IlHere the staff was
able to make full use of its contentlon that the United States was not at
all interested in the future of the 1Indigenous people of that nation. The
French were being supported agalnst a nationalistic movement; and the Uni-
ted States was supposedly a great democracy interested in the equallty and
freedom of all peoples. With dramatic contrasts being drawn between llo Cni
Minh's forces fighting to liberate their homeland and the United States
gilving money and material to maintain a colonial regime, the Lavoro staff
was able to capltalize on this apparent contradiction between our professed
values and our actlons.

At the same time, there was some indication that the staff had twisted
many of our policies and actions to suit their own purposes. This was es-
pecially evident during the East Berlin riots of June 16 and 17, 1953. An
article appeared in Lavoro dealing excluslvely with the Dulles family, point-
ing out that one brother was the Secretary of State, another brother was
head of the Central Intelligence Agency, and their sister held a responsi-
ble position in the State Department. In effect, this was the extent of
the article, but it was printed amid photographs of West German police strik-
ing various individuals along the border between West and East Berlin. This
combination enabled one of the Lavoro writers very effectively to castigate
the United States for interfering in the internal affairs of the German
people. And yet, the information concerning the Dulles family was complete-
ly factual as far as could be determined. It is interesting to note that
the staff handled this, and other similar incidents, very effectively and
was able to present the material in such a way as to draw the attention

of the reader.



This use of the combination of factual reporting and distortion was
used very effectively throughout tne period of the study. It is an inter-
esting method of presentation since, although the material is factual in
nature and then is presented in such a way as to give it the desired sig-
nificance, the tendency is to belleve what is said despite the knowledge
that the material has bteen distorted to give the reader an impression
which may have not been intended orlginally. What the reaction of the
reader of Lavoro has been toward this method of presentation is unknown,
but in the opinion of the writer this may very well have been the most
effective method of presentation.

One of the most interesting facets of the study was that the Lavoro

staff virtually ignored subjects which, in the opinion of the writer, snould

have teen covered, given some of the propaganda material usually presented
by the Communists. It was qulte obvious during the gathering of the data
that only a few types of American policiles and actions were being empha-
sized. Yet, even 1n their discussiocns of these categories, the staff of-
ten did not employ those themes that had been expected to appear.

One of the most striking examples of the above was the lack of men-
tion of any religious prejudice in tne United States as well as nardly any
mentlon of raclal prejidice. The alisence of any mention of religious pre-
Judice was especially surprising given the emphasis placed on the Rosenberg
case. Given the fact that the Italian people are not particular anti-Sem-
itic,1 it had been expected that this theme would be rather heavily empha-

slzed. This might have been a result of several incidents concerning the

1. Witness the failure of liussolini's anti-Semitlc campaign in Italy
during World War II.

100



1C1

Communist party which occurred during the period of the study. Two of

.

these were the Pragcue trials and the accusailions against several doctors

-
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-

In the Soviet Unlon, both of which incidents were vased on the claim that
the defendants were agents of "Jewish internationalicm.” These may have
led to a non-use of the religion prejudice therme as Cormunist purges tased
on rellgious persecution could have been used to counteract the Lavoro
staff's accusations azainst the United States.

In the case of racial prejudice, there was only one article on the
mistreatment of Negroes in the South. This article dealt with the sen-
tencing of Negroes to hard labor by prejudlced judges, but the cmphasis
was placed on our "corrupt" judlcial system rather than on the fact that
legroes were involved.

Two other themes which recclved relatively little attentlon during the
period of the study were militarism and xenopnobla. In toth cases, mich
more empnasis had bheen expected. IHowever, mllitarisi was virtually ignored
when Amerilcan foreign policy was discussed, why it is not known. And the
lack of attention to xenophiovlia was surprising given the fact that the over-
bearing attitude of many of the American tourists who visit Italy would have
provided the staff ah excellent opportunity to employ this accusation
against the United States. Instead, the only context in which xenophotia
appeared was a discussion of the refusal of visas to a group of athletes
from Ilunzary to enter the United States.

As to the possible reasons why certain categories and themes were
discussed over and over azain while others were given very little treat-
ment, one can onl; speculate. However, the probable answer secems to be

that the lLavoro staff tended to concentrate on those events which would



have the greatest rcader attraction as well as on those which were parti-
cularly applicable to achieving the desired result, namely, disllke for

the United Staltes on the part of the Italian worker. The latter is like-
ly the ocutstanding reason as the staff would tend to empaasize those pol-
icles and actions of the United States which would exploit latent anti-
American attitudes on the part of the worker. On the basls of this writer's
knowledge of Italy the nationalistic spirit of the Italian would be of-
fended by forelgn interference in the affairs of his government. And, as
we have already seen, the Lavero starf placed its heaviest enpnasis on the
contention that the Unilted States continually interfered in the internal
affairs of othner nations, especially of Italy. herefore, to an Italian
who may have been offended by an American tourist or who resented the fail-
ure of a relative to be adnitted to the United States as an irmigrant, for
example, thils charge may have made sense.

Also, anmong many groups, especially the Italian intellectuals, there
is the opinion that Americans are generally uncultured. We are concelved
of as an overly materialistic people, concerned only with physical comforts.
But, even more important perhaps, many Italians believe tnat the United
States 1s unprepared for the leadership of the VWestern World, spiritually
as well as intellectually. The fact that the United States is a relatively
young natlon also leads to the charge that we are inexperienced in the area
of foreign affairs and would do better to sit back and let a more "exper-
ienced" nation lead the nations of the Western World.

Another factor might Le the fact that, as a'general rule, events are
covered in Lavoro shortly after their occurrence. In other words, it is

very seldom that one finds an event discussed for the first time six or

1c2



elght months after 1t happened. But this does not explain the use of cer-
tain methods of description and laclk of others. Therefore, the only answer
seems to be expedlency. Any method that will achieve the desired result
will be employed; otherwise, 1t wlll not become a part of the system de-
signed to "get the point across."

Still another interesting aspect of this study has been the way in
which the Lavoro staff has treated each subject. In several cases, a par-
ticular event was discussed only a few times but the presentation was such
that 1t gave the impression that 1t would remain iIn the mind of the recader
over a long perlod of time. For example, there was one article which dealt
with the long-run affects of the atomic bomb on the Japanese people. In
effect, the article was rather short and fairly uninteresting; but there
were two small photographs of several Japanese children who were eitner
deforrned or mentally deficient as a result of the raid on Hircshima ten
years ago. It has not been easy to forget those photographs and this wri-
ter is convinced that tnose Italians who saw them are not likely to forget
them either. This is only one example of the way 1n which the staff pre-
sented material, but it is a typical method. As was pointed out earllier,
photograpns were heavily relled upon and, 1f the reactlon of the intended
readers were at all similar to those of the writer's acquaintances who
perused various issues of lLavoro, there is every indication that many of
the items left a lasting lmpression.

Although the greater percentage of the items dealing with the United
States was negative in nature, favorable comments were prevalent as well.
It is true, however, that the favorable comments were little more than qual-

ifications of prevlous nezative statements for the most part. The



interesting feature is that Lavoro's presentation of American policies and
actions runs true to form for Communist publications; praise is reserved
almost exclusively for the ordinary citizen. In other words, it is the
leaders who are at fault, whether they are in government or in trade unions
or in business. Over and over again, the statement is repeated that the
people are veing misled, oppressed, and so forth. The‘United States is

not really a democracy; its government is in the hands of big business and
the military clique -- this theme 1s emphasized while the American citizen
is complimented for his struggles against the elites of the society. This
was pointed up dramatically at the time of the Korean Armistice when photo-
grapns of American soldlers were printed showling them dancing and shouting
at the news. The captions indicated that the reason for this happiness was
that they no longer would be forced to fignt an imperialistic war against
innocent people, not that they would be going home.

All in all, the Lavoro staff scems to have done an excellent job of
presenting the United States in an unfavorable light. There is 1little doubt
as to the proficlency of the staff. In whatever area a survey is made =--
articles, photograpns, cartoons, and so férth -- 1t is obvious that a great
deal of care has been taken in presenting the material. The articles are
well-written; the photographs are clearly reproduced; the cartoonists are
capable and have an excellent sense of humor. And, even though Lavoro is
an essentlially propagandistic Journal, a sense of perspective is maintained
very neatly in each item.

It is this sense of perspective which seems to be the most impressive

feature of the magazine. Interest in a particular issue 1s aroused without

1ch
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the use of tecnnigues of "yellow Jjournalism." Each item 1s carefully
thought out and well-presented but, whether sensational or emotional, it
always displays this sense of perspective. Another technique employed bty
the Lavoro staff is tnat of repeatedly mentioning certain issues, then
dropping them suddenly. It would be interesting to know why this parti-
cular techniqg.ie 1s employed but there 1s no way of finding out at this time.
The only otservation that tne writer feels qualified to make is that the
subject 1is dropped at the precise moment when the reader is about ready to
throw the magazine away 1f one more mention appears.

Outstanding throughout the analysis was the lack of any appreciable
mention of the Soviet Union. It had been expected that the Lavoro staff
would use the international and domestic policies and actions of the
Soviet Union as a contrast to those of the United States. In fact, only
in two instances was there any recognition of the existence of the Soviet
Union. One was an article by one of the members of CGIL who had visited
the Soviet Uniocn; the otner was the March 15, 1953, issue of Lavoro which
was devoted to the memory of Joserh Stalin.

It is the opinion of the writer that this lack of attention to the
USSR was linked to one of the policies of the Itallan Communilst Party.
PCI terms itself a natlonal political party, not tied to any foreign
political party. Its contacts with the CPSU are not publicized and to
those who question these contacts the reply 1s that PCI is interested in
the welfare of the Italian citizen above any other thing. This policy
may be one of the reasons for the success of PCI as the Italian is a
nationalistic person. However, in case of conflict between Cormunisn

and Italy, the question remains: which way will the present Communist



sympathizer go? Wi1ll he think of Italy first or Communism first? A whinsi-
cal frlend pointed out a few weexs ago that the CPSU was really afrald that
the PCI would win the 1953 election because it might have another Tito on
its hands. Thils may sound anmusing on the surface but it could he a real
problem for the Soviet Union should PCI continue to gain strength.

This (remote?) possibility does not alter the fact that the presence
of a strong Communist party in Italy presents a challenge to the Western
Nations in general and to the United States in particular. We cannot count
on another Tito emerging in Italy and therefore must seek to assist the
democratic forces in Italy in maintaining their predominance on the polil-~
tical scene. This should not be done, however, by backing any one poli-
tical group as has hbeen done in the past. It can be done by continued
economic ald, bty sympathy for the plight of the Italian citlzen, by empha-
sls on the necessity of the increasing of industrial potential, and by the
use of propaganda.

Yes, propaganda does have its place In internaticnal affairs. With
the extended propaganda system of the Soviet Union and other Communist
parties throughout the world, this factor can no longer be ignored. lMore
and more, the battle between democracy and communism is becoming a battle
of words and we cannot expect to win the struggle for the minds of men by
dollars alone.

This study has attempted to show one facet of Communist propaganda,
namely, that which is directed toward the worker. VWhat effect this had
on the Italian worker cannot be determined at this time. However, it is

felt that Lavoro's anti-American campaign 1s bound to succeed to a certain
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extent. It must be remembered that In Italy, as in rany other European
countries, newspapers and magazines are not read for information as much
as for the reinforcement of one's political prejudices. At tne same time,
the worker wno, although a CGIL member, is politically undecided 1s an
important target for Communist propaganda. These workers who are as yet
on the fence represent the challenge to democracy.

Exactly wiiat can be done to meet this challenge successfully? Cne
important thing to remember 1s that we are Judged more by our actlons than
by our words. Therefore, in order to promote a successful propaganda cam-
paign, those of our actlons which seem to contradict our professed values
must be explained. Also, we must gear our propaganda to the value system
of the natlon for whom it is intended. For example, the term "free enter-
prise" has negative connotations in many nations; therefore, this term
should be dropped from the text of the propaganda and another substituted.
There are other terms, such as capitalism, which could te dropped as well.
Even the word democracy has different meanings to different peoples. There-
fore, we would do well eo couch our propaganda in terms which would have
the deslired meaning for the intended audlence.

Finally, the Unlted States should promote more co-operation among
the nations of the world and should include itself as an equal member
rather than as the leader of the "Free World." In this way, much anti-
American propajranda could be counter-acted since it would be much more
difficult for Lavoro, for example, to maintain that our goal 1s world
domination.

Before a definite program for combatting antl-American propaganda in

Italy can be formulated and/or the effectiveness of this propaganda can be

1
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determined, further research will be necessary. For one thing, the subjec-
tion of other Itallan Communist publications to content analysis would give
us further insignt into the methods and substance of anti-Arerican propa-
ganda 1n Italy. Also, intervliews of Italian workers, especially of CGIL
members, would assist in glving some ldea as to the success -- or fallure --
of the Lavoro staff in their attempt to convince the Italian worker that

his future lles with Communism rather than with democracy. If it were pos-
sible, some sort of public opinlion survey of other groups of Italian soclety
would also be of value 1n determining the present opinion of the United States,
especially by the comparison of the attitudes of the labor groups to those
of the non-labor groups. Then, If this opinion were either negative or un-
decided, we would have some indication of how to convince the population as
a whole that the United States 1s genuinely interested in the continued pro-
gress of their country as a member of the democratic society.

Tnls will not bte an easy process, but it is vital not only to the in-
terests of the United States but also to the progress of Italy. As a
democratic nation, she has much to offer to the rest of the world and,
wlith the proper incentives, there is little doubt that she will remain as
such. However, Italy 1s confronted with many problems, the most serilous
of which are economlc in nature. The United States must declde how best
to be of asslstance without Incurring the enmity of the pcople who, 1in the
firal analysis, will make the decision as to the future course of their

nation.
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