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PART ONE

INTRODUCTION AND BACEGROUID



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

The cooperative project which is discussed in thie thesis is so
designated because it is the product of the thinking and working of two
professional groups, each with its own specialized vocabulary, policies
and methods, but similar in their ultimate goals, How to make living
more effective, how to help people become adjusted to society, what makes
society what it ie, how it differs in various civilizations, how the
world as it ie and the needs of an individual can pe reconciled -~ this is
the feid of the sociologist. Books and meterials of communication, which
if studied and utilized, will help to develop a thinking citigen, a con-
trolled and educated man, a socially adjusted human being -- to meke these
tools produce this end-product is the purpose of libraries and librarians.

The County librariane of Michigan felt themselves to be pioneering
in dringing books to people in areas of the state which had not had easy
access to them before, They felt that they needed more information sbout
the basic values of their patrons -~ the rural people. They sought to open
Bev channels of communication with their patrons whichwould help determine
what lidbrary materials wovld be the most valuamble. The county librarians
turned to the sociologiste for the answers.

The sociologists knew that the active participation of the librari-
ansg would be essential if research was to result in answers, methods, and
new modes of thinking which would really give the librariang the maximum
help possible. Therefore, they suggested a cooperative approach to the

problem.
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This thesis is an analysis of the development of a set of materials
vhich may act as a guide to librarians in studying and understanding rural
areas., It presents the schedules and questionnaires developed, and by an
analysis of resulte illustretes the use to which these materials may be
put. In addition, it includes a description of some of the modificetions
and changes in professional techniques and attitudes on the part of the
participating librarians, which resulted. This study demonstrates one
method by which sociological theory snd research can be utilized by techni-
ciang in other fields to their own adventage.

There is much current evidence in the United States as well as in
other countries that sociologists are putting more and more emphasis upon
making their theory, skills and techniques, available to others. In the
Journal of ggg;g;,gggggg} an entire number was recently devoted to describ-
ing such a project in action on a large scale.

There have been a number of studiee which parallel in some respects
the subject matter of this one and which have made valuable contributions
to the field of reading habits and methods of book distribution in rural
areas. James F. Hodgson mede a detailed study of the provision of reading
matter to rural people, particularly in the areas of ths influence of land-
grent colleges, Agricultural Extension Service and rural 1ibraries?. He

analyzed the amount of reading materiale found in homes of four counties in

I11inoie ,two with, and two without county-wide library service. In this

1Journal of socisl issues, v. 3 (1947) no. 2. See especially the introgduc-
tion by Jacques Elliot and the article by A.T.M, Wileon, pp. 11-27.

23ames Goodwin Hodgson. The printed page in rural homes. Unpublished
manuscript generously losned by the author, Fort Collins, Colorado. (1947)
364 p.
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analysis it was found that newspapers were the most important eource of
rural reading, megazines were second, pamphlets third, and books fourth.
¥here library facilities were difficult to use because of distance it
wvas found that farm and non-farm families made approximestely the same
amount of use of the library, but where rural library service was avail-
able it was the non-farm families which made the most use of the service.

Hodgson concludes this analyeis of present conditions of reading
in rural areas with a very detailed and carefully prepared outline of
further studies which should be made before the ramifications of the
problem will be clearly understood. One of these problems is "a study of
of the persone served by rural public libraries, with particular reference
to their age, economic status, educationel status, distance from library,
and other factors which influence their use of books and libraries’.

In a recent study of reading in a emall city and its surrounding
countryside made by David K, Easton 1t was found thet of the four largest
groups of people studied the rural groups showed the highest reading
interest average in all subjects. A questionnaire was distributed through
the organiszations in the community; it listed eleven non-fiction subjects.
The people surveyed were divided into sixteen educational, socisl, pro-

fessional, labor, and commercisl groups. A comparison of the clty and

3114, p.330

4David XK. Eagton. "What Rutlend reads; a publigher asked the people of a
'typical American community' what non-fiction books interest them. Here
are the revealing replies they made."® Survey Graphic XXXV no. 11, Nov.
19%6. pp.4oL-L407.
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country readers showed that the country residents chose science, vocations,
handicraft, and homemaking, while the city residents ranked government,
world affairs, and psychology firet. Of these rural residents 19 percent
read non-fiction in the fields of the inquiry, while in the total sample
fewer than four out of ten read non-fiction books in eny of the eleven
fields listed or evinced any desire to do so. The conclusion which the
author drew from the high rural-interest is two-fold, that country dwellers
surveyed are more accustomed to reading boocks &8 a way to spend leisure
time than city jeoplo; and that the Vermont regional library, through its
excellent service in rural areas, hag contributed to the above condition.

A Canadian library study vhich is very pertinent to the present one
wags made by Chandler and Crotean5. It is more nearly akin to the problems
posed by the county librarians in Michigan than any other study avallable.
Thie library on Prince Edward ieland was started with a Carnegie grant and
then taken over by the people of the province. The study was made in an
attempt to show what use a particular rural population made of a library
designed epecifically for its needs. In order to discover what modifics-
tions are needed in traditional library practices it sought to answer in
detail several questions: Who read the books?! What books were read?! What
group of people profited most from the library? Was there any change in
reading habits during the five year period of the study? The study concen-
trated almoet entirely upon adult reading habits. It analysed the reading
habits of 25,000 people who read over 1,000,000 books in the five years

covered by the study. These were clagsified according to the sex, ege,

0 H.3.Chandler and J.T.Croteau. A Regional library and its readers; a study
of five years of rural reading. American Association for Adult Education,
1940
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education, occupation, and residence of the readers. It discovered that
the huge dbulk of the fiction circulation of the library was concentrated
upon a relatively few volumes of the lightsr classes of fiction,

This study contains an excellent analysis of the relation between
place of residence and distance to the library as factors influencing use.
The results of this analysis are discussed later in connection with the
presentation of data on the residence of the Michigan County Library users.

An experimental library in the United States provided the basis for
the next study to be discussed. The Tennesses Authority established a
widespread library system to accomplish definite objectives for on-the-jod
training, adult education in the ert of living for its workers, and as a

supplement to its elementary and secondary school program, John Chancellor,

in The library in the T.V.A. Adult Education Lrggrams. studied the success
and results of these efforts. He found this program contained the following
characteristics different from the general public library service which
could be advantageously utilized by county libraries. These were: (1) The
advantage of putting quality book collections and personnel into the friendly
atmoephere of the smell library. (2) Recreational literature was given place
only as a stepping stone to more gerious reading, and fiction and non-fiction
were mixed in display cases. (3) The ability of the locel libraries to use
the TVA technical and headquarters library through interlidbrary loan left the
small libraries much freer to concentrate on popular education., (4) An in-
formal atmosphere and popular education was carried out through having the

lidraries housed in community buildings containing other frequently used

Chicego. American library association, 1937. 75 p.
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services or eouipment. (5) Much emmhasis wes vut on skilled versonnel; the
1librarian had to be a leader who could demonstrate successfully the value
of learning through reading; a leader who had sympathy with the library
patrons and their objectives.

Bach of these criteria has value as a basis for judging any county
library branch in Michigan.

From a survey of these studies reviewed above a basis assumption of
the Michigan librarians was confirmed, namely, that the geographic location
and educational livel of the rural people influence their reading hsbits.
It remained to translate this assumption into terms of the Michigen popula-

tion and Michigan County Library situations for oractical application7.

7 Only some of the literature most closely related to this study has been
reviewed, but the student interested in the ramifications of this problem

will find the following materizals of value.

Leon Carnovsky and Lowell Martin. The Library in the Community. Chicago;
University of Chicago press, 1944, 238 vp.; University of Denver. National
Ooinion Research Center. that. . . where... why... do peovle read?:

highlishts of a survey made made for the Americen library association : and 17 co-
operating city libraries. Report no. 28, Denver; University of Denver, 1946,

22 pp.; Ethel M. Fair. (Country-wide lihzgzx service; a compilation of articles
on services grganized by counties 2nd gther large units. Chicago, American Libray
Association, 1934, 208 op.; William S. Grey and Ruth Monroe. Reading

interests apnd habits of adults; g preliminary revort. New York, Macmillan,

1929, 305 pp.; Williem E. Hall and Francis P. Robinson, "Role of reading as a
1ife activity in a rural commnity," Journsl of Avnlied Psychology, v. 26,

PP. 530-542, August, 1942; Carlton B. Joeckel. Library Extension: problems

and solutions...Chicego, University of Chicago, 1946; Henry C. Link and Henry
A. Hopf. People apd books; a study of reading and book-buying habits. New York,
Book Manufacturers institute, 1946, 166 pp.; New York State Devartment of
Education, Division of Research. Interim remort of the survey of public librariss
in New York State, 1946, 21 po. mimeo.; Mary Rothrock. "Objectives for rural
library service." Rural America; v. 15, pp. 6-9, September, 1937; Dwight
Senderson. Jocating the 2 the rur rural communitye. Ithaca, N.Y. Cornell University, New
York State College of Agriculture Extension bulletin 413, 1939, 18 pp.; Dwight
Sanderson., Rural Sociologzy and rural social organization. New York, iiley, 1942
806 pp.; United States Department of Agriculture, Farmers in & changing society;
the yearbook of agriculture, 1940, Washington, Government printing office,

1212 pp.; Douglas Wanles and Ralph W. Tyler, jhat peoole want to read gbout; a
8tudy of group interests and a survey of problems in edult reading, Chicago.
University of Chicago, 1931, 312 pp.; James ijest, pseud, Plainville, U.S.A., New
York, Columbia University nress, 1945, 238 pp.; ann D. W1llard Wlioraries and
rural adult education.? Adult educatlon gand the lidrary, v.4, pp. 3-11,

January, 1939,







CHAPTER II
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

The Michigan County Lidbrary Project grew out of the expressed need
of the County Librarians Section of the Michigan Library Association., This
group has been meeting regularly twice a year since 1941 to deal with the
problems of their daily work which do not seem to be similar to those en-
countered by the other sections of the Association. Out of these semi-annual
neetings & close knit, hard working group has evolved. At various times
this group has considered its library processes of book distribution; it has
had a continuing concern and interest in mobile equipment for lidbraries in
rural areas; it has studied and deliberated on the problem of the relation of
the school and the library, Fach subject has been viewed from the standpoint
of specialists in the field who were invited to participate and with much
study and investigation on the part of committees of librarians themselves.

Increasingly a desire was felt which ceme to be expressed in the
group for more knowledge about the areag where their libraries were situated
and about the peOpli vhom they were intended to serve. Some attention was
focused upon this need as early ags February 1945 when Dr, Charles P. Loomis,
Head of the Department of Soclology and Anthropology of Michigan State College,
was invited to be the evening speaker at one of the section meetings. His
discusgion of visiting patterns, and the channels of communicetion by which
news travels and opinion is formed, created much interest and his sugzestion
that possibly at some future date his department might find it possible to
make & pilot study of a Michigsn county library was remembered.

The next attempt the librarians made to acquaint themselves with rural
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sociology was in the fall of 1945 when they invited Dr. William McKinley
Robinson of Western Michigean College of Education to discuss the sociological
implications of education both through schools and through libraries for
raral areas, Simultaneously with this and other projacts. the librarians
had been s tudying techniques of public relations and the part which they
could play in the experimental program of Adult Education established by
the Michigan State legislature in 1944, Mr. Don Phillips of the Adult Edu-
cation office at Michigan State College was consulted on various occasions
and gave assistance in innumerable ways to the librarians' study of school
libraries and otherprojscts which they had in mind.

At the Tebruary meeting in 1946, the members of the County Library
Section decided that two day institutes did not give a long enough period
to analyze to any great extent the many problems which they found. The
county librarians felt that a refresher course or workshop, similar to those
which the State Library end the State Board of Vocational Education provided
for the village librarians, was wvhat was needed. However, the subject matter
wag not to0 be a refresher course in library technigues, but rather was to
deal with the use of those library techniques in the most efficient manner
in order to promote their major objective: the development and spread of a
thinking, reading group of citizens in their respective counties. As a be-
ginning they decided that a course covering the field of rural sociology
was needed.

A workshop committee was appointed which &pproached Mr. Phillips
with their idea. He was interested and agreed to cooperate by providing

the funds and direction for such a workshop. When Dr, Loomig was &approached
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with the request to furnish such & staff the librarians discovered that not
only was he willing and ready to cooperate but he had already assigned a
graduate essistant, working for his doctor's degree, to make a study of a
county and a county library in Michigan.

The first workshovo of the County Librarians was held at Clear Lake
near BRattle Creek in June, 1946, The librarians! objectives were to learn
some rural sociology and to acquire some new techniques in recreation leader-
ship. The main objective of the soclologists, antironologists, and socizl
vsychologists was not to teach a brief survey course in rural sociolozy but
to determine what were actuzlly the librarisns' greatest vroblems, what vpart
soclological discinlines could play in their sclution and to offer their
services for that end. The workshop group attempted to clarify their think-
ing and to lay out a group of objectives for county libraries. They sought
to identify the vroblems they found in meeting those objectives and to indi-
cate in some detail where and how sociology and sociological reseerch could
help 2nd where the librarisns hnd the necessary technicues emong their own
group to solve thnse problems. The workshoo finished with a well orgenized
plan of procedure for the coming year.8

First, it wes decided, that a nilot study would be conducted by the
graduate essistant in sociology under the direction of a staff member of the
Michigan State College denartment of sociology and anthromology and was to
include such phases as social asvects, sociometry, trade area delineation,
attitude toward the library, use of the library, characteristics of the vpop-

ulation, and the soclo-psychological phases of the people in the area which

8 For a brief report and analysis see: Edgar A. Schuler, "A workshop that
worked", Extension service review, v. 17, no. 10, pv. 134-135, Oct., 1946,
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might condition librery use.
The County Librarians indicated three types of counties in which they
would like to have such a survey conducted.

1. A rural county like Branch, Ven Buren, or
Lenawee.

2. A metropolitan county with an industrial
fringe population like Genesee, Kent or
Muskegon.

3. A sub-merginal county in the northern two-
thirds of the state, Menominee, Wexford or
Gladwin.

Lenaves was chogen ag the first county to be surveyed and work wee
begun there in the summer of 1946.

But this was not enough. The County Library Section did not want to
wait for two years for the final results. The librariane wanted to learn, to
take some part in studying their own counties, to have made available to them
any and 8ll information which at present wes collected about their counties
pertinent to their problems. Accordingly,another section wag added to the
plan.

One County Librerian wee offered a graduate assistantship to work
tovard a master's degree in Rural Sociology and 2t the same time to help the
librarians learn what they could about thseir own counties.

For this project the librarians again set up three goals which they
wanted accomplished.

1. A study of the library users in the counties:
Vho are they? Where do they live! What do
they read?

2. A method of community delineation whick would

be simple enough for them to use and which

would be of assistance in locating branches
or bookmobile stops.
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3. A study of leadership which would be applicable
to libraries.

Since this had started in a cooperative fashion with the librariens
and the sociologiets working out the plans together, it was apparent that
the groundwork for continuing cooperative direction had been laid. A
committee called the "Survey Committee" was appointed before the workshop
clogsed. This committee was composed of the Chairmen of the County Librery
Section, five couﬁty librerians, Dr. Loomis, the director of the studies
for the Sociology Department, Dr. Judson T. lLandis of the szme department
later replaced by Dr. Edgar A, Schuler when he joined the department in the
fall of 1946 and Mr. Don Phillips, the Director of the Adult Education pro-
grem, and Mr, Irving Lieberman of the Michigan State librery steff.

One of the County Librarians, Margaret Murray, from the Kent Oounty
Library, was approved as the graduate assistent and the progrem began.

Throughout the whole year the Survey Committee spent considerable
time in directing this work. They acted as 2 direct channel for communice-
tions concerning the projects and evaluating their usefulnesgs to the pro-
posed goals.

The final result of the study, 800 interviews from a possl tle total
of approximately 35,105 persons, is not an impreseive sample. Any generali-
sations from such a emall gemple must neceesarily be wary end guarded. But
from the value to the individual librarian in what each has learned of
gclentific method, procedures, and ways of viewing situations, it seems
clear that this 800 has justified its purpose. One cannot say conclusively
that the people who use Michigan County Libraries do this or that, dbut the

trends are clearly indicated.



If this study had been done as most studies for graduate degrees
are, by the graduate assistant only, with the times, places, and methods
of interviewing very closely defined and adhered tq and without the
possibility for misinterpretation of questions by meny interviewers,one
night consider the results to be a more relieble and authentic. However,
this was a cooperative project, At each step of the study the plan was
approximately as follows: The Survey Committee was presented with the
projected schedule or checklist and worked over it, changing, and adding,
or subtracting, as they felt it necessary for the best results. All the
County Librarians were then given an opportunity to practice or try out
the schedule,and to send back their criticism,

The fall 1946 and spring, 1947 sessione of the County Library
Section were devoted in considerabls part to the survey; the County
Librarians decided what type of branch should be studied (since it was im-
possidble to study the whole county) and the time when the study shéuld be
made.. At these sessions methods of interviewing were learned, although,
with so large an area,much of this training was done by means of letters.
Part of these gessions too, were devoted to the presentation of results.
The librarians helped with analysis of them and by discussion indicated the
next steps in the program,

This method of procedure afforded an opportunity to each librarian
to take part in the study, and to gain in a practical situation, some of
the information desired. They were able to become familer with the
gociologists' techniques of study and enalysis, and, at the seme time, to

objectively view one branch library and to compare it with others in the state.
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The growth in understending on the part of the librarians which this
method of procedure afforded is one of the important outcomes of the study

as will be ghown by their own evaluations later in this report.



FART T/O

METHODOLOGY



CHAPTER III
THE LIBRARY USERS STUDY

In meny parts of the country, county librarians have felt that they
are filling only the surface needs of their library patrone. The Michigan
county librariens formulated specific areas about which they wished more
information for the purpose of using this information &s a yardstick ageinst
which to measure their progress, The first statistical attempt to gather
that information is presented here in hopes that the questions, thes schedules,
and the methods of administering them may be of value to the librarians else-
vhers, and that it may thue be made acceessible to Michigan Librarians for
continued use.

Librarians in libraries comparatively small in size of book collection
and sometimes in population to be served, but spread geographically over an
area of five to eight hundred square miles, found meny new problems. One
question,which recurred again and agein during county librery meetings, was :
That effect does the administrative system and distribution method of a county
library have on the reading tastes end habits of the population to be served?

Through ceneus statistics it could rather quickly be determined what
the characteristics of the population were, the density of population, age
groupings, occupations and nationality groups present in each county. This
might seem to be sufficient, but, in order to use this information in the
most efficient manner, it wae necessary to know in what weys if any, the
people who use the library differ from the whole county population. The
librarians felt that the work as done at present was reaching but a small

percent of the people and they wanted to know why.



-15 -

The specific questions, then, in which they were interested and for
vhich the schedule was designed might be enumerated as:

1., The age, sex, merital, and occupational status
of the user.

2. The location of hig residence, in town, or open
country and its distance from the library.

3. The number of psople available to use a book
once it is in a home,

4, The nationality or regional background and
familiarity with foreign languages of the
library user.

5. Education.

6., Habits of library usage, frequency of visits,
use of reading room, reference material and
librarian's services.

7. leadership traits as exemplified by club
participation and office holding,

8, Reading interests, general and perticulsr,
and interest in use of other types of lidbrary
materials.

9., Other sources for obtaining reading matter .
than the library.

10. The type of books actually read and opinion
of the ones most recently read.

The following criteria for the library users schedule were established
(for a sample of the schedules under discussion see Appendix A):

1. It ghould be a questionnaire which would be useable
by a librarian, not only immediately, but anytime in
the future that the librarian felt the need of
gathering this type of material.

2, It should be in a form which could be administered
by the county librarian herself, since it was felt
that one of the benefits which this particular
study would be able to give to one who used it was

the objective familiarity with the situation in
one of her own branches,
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3. In some cages the results might be no more
than a dieciplined systematic analysis of
materials already vaguely known to the
locel librarian, if not to the county
librarian.

L4, The schedule was to be devisged to be taken
during an eversge period of usage.

S5 The use of this with all patrons for a week
would not indicate all the types of persons
who might at one time or another use the
library, but the books which circulated that
week might be expected to indicete what types
were belng read.

Ho high correlation between the type of books read and the expressed
reading desires of persons hag ever been found9. One reason for this is
that the types of books read depende on the availability of readable books
in the desired f1e1d10.

In building a library's' book collection the reading interest of its
patrons is important. This survey asked the library user what types of read-
ing he 1iked. And, to see what correlation there was between hie expressed
intersst and his reading, part two of the schedule asked specificelly what
bookg the library user returned and whet reection he had to them., In order
to determine the relisbility of a patron's expressed interest in a type of
book a study would have to be mede over a period of time suchas the one
Chandler made of Prince Edward Islandll. or Chancellor's analysis of reading

in the TVA arealz. This was not the purpose of the present study but it was

JDouglas Waples. "Relation of subject interest to actual reeding,® Library

ggggterlz. v. 2 (1932) 42-70.

Tor a method of determining reading interests see: Douglas Waples. What
people want to read sbout; a study of group interests and & survey of problems
in adult reading. Chicago. University of Chicego press, 1931, 110-121.

Henry B. Chandler and John T. Crotesu. A regionel library and its readers;
a study of five yeare of rural reading. American associstion for adult
education. 1940.

2 John Chancellor. Library in the T,V,A. sdult education program.Chicago,
American library association, 1937.
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hoped that in the light of the findings, a librarisn could re-esveluate the
adequacy of the book collection from the viewpoint of the patron. Such

studies as those by Lorgel3, Fleschlu, Edgels, Jackman16

, or Fosterl?

would help to analyze the readability of the fooks and their suitability

to the expressed interests of the people. Of couree, the final important
decision vhich must rest with the individual librarian is whether her
collection should be assembled entirely with a view to meeting the expressed
interest of the patrons, or whether ghe sghould depend onthe tendency to
rsad wvhat is available to help in broadening or deepening their reading
range.

In rural areas the logical trade centers and the direction of traffic
flow are important considerations for library administration for if the books
are to be read they must be available at the location where people normally
go. The questions about location of resgidence were included to show from
what distance people actually came to the libraries, Further delineation
of the areasg would be required to indicate whether thege are reasonable area

baindariesin the respective localities.,

The preceding discussion has gshown the purpose of the library users

I3 Irving Lorge, i?fedicting readability, " Teacher's college record,
v, 45 (1944) 408418,

Budolf Fleech, Marks of a readable style; a study in adult education,
New York, Columbia University press, 1943.
15 sigrid A. Edge, Books for_self-education, Chicago, American library
agsociation, 1938, 70, 76-80.
16 Mavle E. Jackmen, "The relationship between maturity of content and
simplicity of style in selected books of fiction," Library quarterly, v.ll,
7 Jeanette Foster, "An apvroach to fiction through its readers,” Library
quarterly, v. 6 (1936)! Pp. 124174,
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and book selection schedules end what information could be procured by using
them in a library study.

The time limits and the location of the branches to be studied were
determined at a meeting of all the county librarians concerned., These
1limits were set by the necessity of finding a convenient period of time which
all could use simultaneously end which would not be too long for a busy
librarian to handle, Taken individually the branches chosen were not always
the one most typical .of the county library system but they were limited in
selection by the necessity of conforming to a state pattern.

All the librarians present at the meeting listed their branches, the
number of hours each was open, and the number of books in each, These were
asgembled and analyzed. An attempt was made to pick a branch for each
county which would be representative and at the same t ime comparable to the
other counties.

The librarians decided that the survey should be made during the first
twvo weeks of December, 1%46. The agency chosen 1§ each case was to have a
regular attendant for the hours which it wes open. Each was to be open as
close to twelve hours a week as possible and to have as close to the number
of twelve hundred books as possi ble. All persons who came into the library
during twelve consecutive library hours during those firet two wecks in
December wers to be interviewed by the county librarian. At least thirty
people were to be interviewed.

These criteria as was previously stated were selected to give uni-
formity to the state-wide study, and the adequate picture of an individual

branch would of courge necessitate a greater number of gchedules being taken.
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The instructions to the librarian administering the schedule, and
those to the attendant in the agency where it was administered and coples
of the questionnaires themselves are included in Apvendix A. These in-
structions were clear and easily followed by the librarians, It is necessary
to emphasige here tha& if one were studying a single library rather than as
part of a larger total the sample would need to be larger to be representative.
The minimum eample which would achieve this would be a continuous survey dur-
ing the whole tims the library was open for at least two weeks, and an inter-
viev with at least fifty people. In those libraries which did not have
thirty patrons in the twelve hours designated the County Librarian continued
interviewing for a longer period until thirty interviews were obtained. The
discovery of the small amount of trade during the library hours gave the
County Librarian information which could be utilized in making adjustmente

in the branch program, This was one of the immediate resultes of the survey.



CHAPTER IV,

THE LIBRARY AGENCY QUESTIONNAIRE AND THE CHARACTERISTICS

OF THE LIBRARY ATTENDANT

For a number of years the Michigan State Library and the State Board
of Control for Vocational Education have been running a series of joint work-
shops which are in-service training programs for small town and village
librarians and for the branch attendants of county libraries who have not had
library school training.

These workshops are run in conjunction with the state certification
program for librarians and are one of the most effective means of raising the
quality of Michigan libraries. The certificate qualifications should serve
as a base in any study of librarians or library attendants in Michigan,

First grade certificate: Graduation from a high school
and two years experience in a library approved by the
state board for libraries, or graduated from a high
school and successful completion of two library voca-

tional workshops accredited by the state board for
libraries within three years after appointment.

Validity -- such certificate shall be valid for
two years from date of issue and may be renewed
annually upon  submission of evidence of successful
work during the period for which the certificate
was issued,

Second grade certificate: Successful completion of two
Tull years at college or university approved by an
accredited association of more than state-wide stand-
ing, and twc years experience in a library approved by
the state board for libraries,

Or, successful completion of two full years at a college
or university approved by an accrediting association of
more than state-wide standing, or equivalent education
supolemented by the successful completion of two library
vocational workshops within three years after appointment.
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Validity —— Such certificate shall be valid for two
years and may be renewed biennially upon submission
of evidence, It may be renewed by successful comple-
tion of one of the following:

(1) One 1library vocational workshop, or its equiva-
lent in & library internship.

(2) Summer courses at gummer school, or

(3) Library courses in correspondence or extension work.

Third grade certificate: Graduamtion from a college or
university approved by an accrediting association of more
than state-wide standing, including or supplemented by one
full year of training at & library school accredited by the
American Library Association.

Validity -- shsll continue in force for the. life
of the holder.

Fourth grade certificate: Seme as third with two years
experience in a library approved by the state board for
libraries in addition.

Fifth grade certificates: Same as third but adding not
less than four years experience.

Certification for positions held on July 1, 1942:

W.P.A, Workers retained by their local library boards in
the positions they held on July 1, 1942 ghall be issued
certificates for the positions held on that date........
All persons holding library positions on July 1, 1942
will be urged to attend workshops, as a part of in-
eervice training., Certification credit toward a graded
certificate will not be given unless the applicant has
the educational requiremental .

These certification requiremente state the minimum quelifications
of a 1librarian but the Michigan librarians in g¢udying the results of the
survey of the library users, felt, almost unanimously, that the survey
could be evaluated more satiefactorily if more informatjon were available

about the agency and sttendant.

I8 state aid to libraries and the certification of public librarians
rules and regulations. lLansing, Michigan state boardfr libraries, 196,
pp. 0-2.




Accordingly the short questionnaire entitled "Questionnaire on
library agency and library attendant in which library users study is
made"” (see sample in Appendix A) was devised and sent out for reply in
April, 1947. This questionnaire is built in two sections, The first, to
be filled out by the county librarian, attempted to obtain an objective
picture of the functioning of a branch library. It can be used as a
checklist of a library's phyeical resources at any time. The first pert
gecks objective data which would enable a librarian at headquarters to
know the population of the community the branch serves, the number and
8ges = of youngsters the branch must provide for, the hours it is open.
The librarians would find it helpful in connection with the questionnaire
to check with other business plecee in the town as to the hours of their
peek business, and to compare those with the hours of the branch's opening.

The amcunt of circulation is almost always uesed a8 an index to the
success of a branch, but it is & well known fact that this alone does not
determine the importance of a library in a community as the library gives
reference snd general information service and provides a center for meeting
and for reeding. Circulation statistics compared with the size of book
collection offers an indication as to whether or not the books could be
more fully utilized. The American Library Associat ion worked out a;andards
on the turn-over of books in a libraryawhich can be used as a bese for this

purpose.19

17 Marion L. Mosier and Helena S, Lefevre, Smell Public Library; organiza-
tion, administration, service, Chicego, American Library Association, 1942,
p. 18. Minimum stendards in matters of library facilities, books, registra-
tion, circulation and income are given for cities and towns of various sizes.
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The magazines accessible in each specific library surveyed were
requested as an indication of what the librarian believed to be community
interests.

The second division of the questionnaire was the county librarians!
evaluation of the attendant and the library. This was, of course, highly
gubjective. Its main significance was in channeling the librarians' thought
toward specific points which were kmown to be tributary to a well rounded
library service. It was thought that the items reviewed voint by point, as
criteria for evaluation and poseibly discuesed with the local committee and
the attendant would focus attention on desirable chenges in the branch.

The second section of the questionnaire wag to be filled out by the
library attendant, the personal data necegsary both to placing an individual
in a state-wide study and to a person attempting to learneout the functioning
of one unit was requested.

The two questions about the length of residence in community and the
length of time served as library attendant were acked on the assumption that
& person with a record of some rather lengthy period of residence in the
locality will be more at home with the people .And perhaps able to render
library service in a personsl wey., In addition,the familisrity of the
librarien with the problemsg, needs, socisl psychologicel factors of life in
that community would help her to interpret the neede of her branch to head-
quarters when she worked with the county librarians in planning the progrem
and in selecting books for the branch.

There ie agreat deal of evidence from several studies which indicate

that the people whoge opinion is most highly vealued are not always the ones
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with the largest record of club participation or the obvious position of
leaderzo. But, nevertheless, it appeared to be an accepted concept among
the librarians that organizational participation and office holding indicated
leadership to some degreezl. This . was what prompted the inclusion of the
queetions on club participation., The librarians believed that promotion of
reading and library service was best done by persons already well known in

an informal way to the group concerned. For this reason they wers interested
in the attendant's club participation.

Naturally the library administrators did not expect their staff
members to do what they themselves knew was impossible, that is, to read all
the books in the collection, But they did feel that along with the qualifi-
cations of being a well liked person, interested in people and their problems,
the ideal library attendant was the one who had a lively curiosity about
books and a critical sense of evaluation, For this reason questions on book
and megasine reading were included, The question on staff meetings wes in-
serted by the graduate aseistent but the answers received indicatethat many
of the librarians do not hold them. The informetion on the workshop is
gomething which each individual county librarian had available and was needed

only for the state-wide study.

2ol‘or an excellent discussion of leadership in today's socliety see: Thomes
North Whitehead, leadershjp in a free society; a gtudy in human relations
based on an analysis of present dey industrial civilization, Cembridge,
Harvard University presse, 1937, pp. 66-92.

21Arensberg illustrates this in the following quotation: "Silent as this
shrewd o0ld man is, his is the central position in the group. Comments and
questions are phrased through him., He tekes the pro-offered verbal bit and
pesses it on among the others, and when agreement is finsally reached, it is
his quiet 'eo be it' that settles the point for good." CLonrad M, Arnesberg,
Irish countrymen, London, MacMillan, 1937, pp. 131.




- 25 -

The last question is highly subjective but was included so that the
county librarian oould check her own plans againet what the library attendant
felt to be the greatest needs. By thﬁa evaluating both she ocould edspt her
plang to the needs, interests and ebilities of the attendant,

These questionneires were sent to the county librarians who took
them to the branch attendants. This was an example of a quick spot study
which would have immediate significance even if the complete study could not

be undertaken.



CEAPTER V
THE WIDER VIEW OF TFE LIBRARY

Libraries like other institutions in society have stetus and
responsibilities., Becamse libreries are directly connected with the
people, their service areas are moet logically based on community lines.
People live in communities with areas varied in shape and with boundaries
vhich do not coincide with the boundaries of governmentel units, In
Michigan these governmentel units are villages, townships, and counties;

a trend hag begun in school districts, health unite, hospital areas, and
land use planning divisions to fit the institution to the peoples' natural
comrunity area even where gsuch a unit would cover sgections of seversal
governmental divisions.

The librarians were interested in locating library branchee and
stations in the center of natural population grouping and in placing book-
mobile stopes where the flow of traffic wae most favorable.

The problem of traffic flow, of why people go one place and not
another is very closely connected with socio-pyschological factors of be-
havior, and leads directly into a study of informal clique and neighborhood
assoclation patternszz. To some extent the librarians realized this and in
asking for help in outlining their communities aleso asked for help in study-

ing leadership and assocliation patterns.

22 Two studies by Cherlee P. Loomis are of value here; one of informal
visiting groupe in Charlee county, Maryland and one of life in a Spanish
American village, El Cerrito, New Mexico. They are found in: Loomis,
Charles B, Studies in rural socisl organization in the United States,
Latin America and Germeny. Michigen State College book store, Eaet Laneing,
1945, pp. 151-171 and 265-338.
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Since a beginning had to be mede somewhere and since the delineation
of the geographical outlines of community boundaries seemed to be the one
most readily understood, the Survey Committee decided that thig delineation
ghould be done first, and that informal group association patterns could be
studied later.

It must be remembered that, as in the other sections of the study,
part of the problem was to reduce the process of community delineation to a
technigue which a librarisn could apply, and analyze by herself in any pert
of the county where she felt it was necessary.

"Comrmunity® is & word with many connotations to many different
peop1023. Sociologically a rural community is & group or aggregation of
people living feirly close together who associate in many of their common
human interests. These interests 2nd needs include education, recresation,
economic outlets, and socisl and religious functions. From a more specifically
geographic viewpoint it might be said that it is the area in which people
heve a sense of mutual interest and to which they have a feeling of responsi-
bility. This community usually tskes the form of a village and the surround-
ing countryside population. The rural community differs from the neighborhood
in that it performs most of the services and fills most of the needs of the
people rather than being centered around Jjust one activity such as a school
or a church, For the purpose of this library delineation the town where the
branch was located was used as the community center and an attempt was mede
to outline in an accurate manner the area from which the people of the country-

side looked to that center as a source of supply for their needszu.

<J) For a rather complete discuseion of the rural community see: Dwight
Sanderson. Rural sociology end rurel soc¥l organization., Wiley, 1942,
Pp. 274-283. Algo: John F, Thaden and Eben Mumford. High school
communities 1£Lyich1gan. Michigen State Agricultural Experiment Station,
;ﬂecial bulletin, 289, 1938, pp. 3-5.

See Appendix A for sempl=s of the materi:ls which were used for
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The 1947 spring institute of the County Librarians devoted one
session to a discussion of the theoretical espects of community delinea-
tion by Dr, John F., Theden. The Survey Committee decided to make the
cooperative study of delineation as practical and'specific a8 posgsible,
even at the riek of losing sight of some of the socio-psychologicel
aspects of this problem. Accordingly, from Dr. Thaden's talk, an. out-
line of the concepts which would need to be understond by the librarien
and a definite system of procedure was devalopedzs. This outline "Steps
in Community Delineation™ was sent to each county librarian. (See Appendix A)

"A checklist to assist in the study of communities to be delineated
with reference to library service" was made. Upon exeminetion of the check-
list it will be noted that certain items are included with a notation that
they are not esesential information for the community delinestion. Thise
checklist wag deliberately expended into & simplified community survey in
order to aid the County Librariens in their efforts to obtain all the in-
formation possible about one area of the county in which their library wae
located.

The aprlication of this information, which the librarians gathered,
vag made during the 1947 County Librarisns' workshop at St, Mary's lake
camp., At that time, Dr. Thaden assigted the librarisane in plotting on

county map526 the outline of the trade area of the community in which they

<5 For variations and differences in this method these two articles are
recommended, United States Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural
Economice, Washington. Commumftig and neighborhoods in land use planning.

U. 8. Government Printing Office, 1940. pp.-36.

Dwight Sanderson. locating the rursl community. New York. Cornell University
New York State College of Agricultural Extension Bulletin 413, 1939, p.8-12.
26The planning maps put out by the Michigan Highway Planning Commission were
used. These can be obtained in the correct scale. They are particularly
desirable because they have located on them, the houses, churches, schools,
and other buildings on each road.
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took ths survey. The librarians' discussion about their experisnces in
attempting to use the materials which had been given them for community
delineation led to changes and amplifications of the directions??. It
will be noted that some questions on neighborhoods were included in the
material, These were intended to help in locating the smaller informsl
groupinge contained in the community. Howsver, this delineation method
vas primarily designed to discovar the resources of each branch library
community and to give an indication of its boundaries. From this infor-
mation it was possible, by a mathematical formula, to estimate the number
of people in the community and thus the maximum number a specific branch
ghould be expected to serve.

To find the number of people included in a community area after
the boundaries were determined. the U, S. Census data and the Michigan
Highway Planning Commission maps showing the dietribution of the popula-
tion. were used. These directions were compiled for the use of the county
librarians with the help of Dr, Thaden.

1. Detarmine what proportion of each townsghip in
the community lies within its boundary. Some
townghips may be wholly in one community area
and some may be divided emong three or four,

2. Trom the total population of each township
involved subtract the population of any in-
corporated villages or cities.

3. Divide the remaining population of the town-
ship by the proportion of it which lies with-

in the community, 1.s. one-half, one-third or
one-fourth.

€/ These additional directions for the "Steps in Community Delineations"
will be found in Appendix A.
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L, Add to this figure the population of any
villages in the township which are included
in the area of the community. This will
glve the populetion of the section of one
township in the community.

5. Repeat this for each township concerned. The
total of these figures ie the approximate
population of the comrmunity.

This formula is illustrated in the next chapter.



CEAPTER VI
THE SPOTLIGHT ON ONE BRANCH

This complete battery of gurvay ma.terial28 was designed to help any
county Librarian, who took the time to make the study of a branch, deter-
mine snswers to definite questions: What typee of people use this branch?
What are their characteristics? What are their interests? What books have
they been reading?! What other materials are they interested in having
offered them? From what direction and distances do the people come to this
branch? What are the business places and industries in town that might
influence the interests of the people? What recreation facilities are there
to compete with the library! What is the libreriesn 1ike? How does she fit
into the community? What does she feel the library can do as a force in the
town? What are her reading interests?

In order to illustrate how well the set of materials developed,
accomplished this purpose, all information available from the study about
one community was assembled from the schedules of the county librarian. The
community selected for the illustration was Carleton in the northeast corner
of Monroe county about twenty-five miles southwest of Detroit, Thie village

was chosen because the characteristice points of its service, such as book

28The materiale included in the set were:

1."The checklist to assist in the study of communities to be delineated
with r eference to library service."

2. "Stepe in delineation of community boundaries.®

3. General highwey planning commission map of Monroe county.

4, Library users schedule parts I and II.

5. "Questionnaire on library agency and library attendant in which
library users study is made."

6. "Library sgency summary,"
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circulation, physical equipment in the library, character of attendants,
etc. were typical of a large number of the county library branches.

"Phe checklist to assiet in the study of communities to be delineated
with reference to library service" (see Appendix A for sample) was completed
by the Monroe County Librarian and furnished a description of the village, At
the time of the study Carleton was a town of 864 parsons. The stores appeared
to be well managed and prosperous. There were no vacant buildings in the
business area end the town was moderately well off, It had a bank, a post
office,and a raillroad depot. There was a dairy, a general store, three grocery
gstores and one meat market. While the village had only one garage, there were
two blacksmith ghops and five gas stations. There were two doctor's offices,
and a drug store although the town was without a dentist. Two beauty parlors
and two barber ghops, a five and ten, and & furniture store were added attrac-
tions for rural shoppers. A hotel, two restaurents and three taverns provided
refreshments., The two hardware stores were better stocked than those in near-
by larger towns.

The three most important industries were the grain elevator and mill,
a chicken hatchery, and the lumber yard. There was also & tree nusery.

Transportation and communication facilities could have been improved.
The railroad station served three roads but it gave only freight service.
There was no bus line through the town. WWJ in Detroit was the most popular
radio station., A weekly newspaper was published locally but it was read only
for local news. The Monroe Evening News or the Detroit Free Press were relied
upon for editorials and news coverage., The Branch of the Monroe County Library

was open fifteen hours a week, had about 1800 books and circulated approximate-

1y sixty a day, In addition, the drug store sold magezines and pocket books
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of rather cheap quality, The five and ten handled pocket books snd children's
books of average quality.

The school had over 200 in the grades end between 100 and 300 in the
High School., It was accredited by the University of Michigen and offered
home economice snd vocational agricultur029. Many of the students came by bus
from the neighboring areas. In addition there was a Catholic parochiel gchool
for the first eight grades.

Carleton had four churches, the Methodist, Cetholic, Evangelical
United Brethern, and Reorganiged Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day
Saints. The first three all had resident clergymen., The Catholic was largest
with a membership of 300, the Methodist, next with 100, snd the United Brd%hé}n
third with 55. The Catholics maintained a parochial day school for their
children and the Methodiste provided a summer Bidble school. Carleton was well

supplied with seculer organizations. (See Table I)

TABLE I

ORGANIZATIONS IN CARLETON GROUPED ACCORDING TO INFLUENCE AND SIZE30

Rotary ¢ Service club : Much influence in community : 40 members
Sunshine :Methodist Church:Some influence in community : 20 members
Soclety tgroup H :
H s :
Ladies Aid :United Brethern :Some influence in community : 15 members
:Church H H
I00® tService Club :Some influence in community : 20 members

H :
Boy Scouts and Campfire girls. Both have much influence in community.
About 40 and 35 members.

Z9This information is from the Questionnaire. According to the latest 1list
from the Department of Public Instruction neither agriculture or home
ecomonics are offered.

30The evaluation of these organizations wae maje by the Monroe County Librarian
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The recreation facilities were limited to an excellent ball park
and an average bowling alley. There were no dancing places for teen
agers, and no movie house, There was a public tennis court but it was
not in usable condition., Of the facilities available the ball park was
by far the most popular,

The map (Fig. 1) illustrates the type of community area delineation
which was obtained by the librarians through the use of the "Steps in
community delineation®" and the "Checklist...e.". The small dots on the map
indicate the location of the homes of the open country library users who
were interviewed by the Monroe County Library in Carleton for the survey.
The heavy unbroken line encloses the area of the Carleton community as
determined by delineation of the community boundaries., The broken line
outlines the area which the Carleton merchants, who were interviewed,
claimed as the trading area of Carleton. This comparison clearly shows
how a community tends to over-reach its natural or reasonable limits,

The population of the Carleton community was found to be approxi-
mately 3,029 persons when it was determined by the formula given in the

preceding chaﬁter (see Table II).
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TABLE II

POPULATION CF TEE CARLETON COMMUNITY

Ash townshiponooc00voo'..noooo.oo'cboooooot 2'679
carl&ton villageoo0.0..!0.0000.000 - 86“
1,815

2/3 of Ash townghip is in
carleton comunity...."‘...'..‘..........0'.".'..'.1’210

Exeter tovnshipoooo.ool.o.oooo.ooccoch.cc-o 1.785

1/3 of Exeter township is
1n Carleton ccmm‘mity.oo....c.'...OOQ'.Q.OO'OOQ"'..O 595

Wayne county

about three sqgusre miles sre
1n Carleton community'..’.t0"0’0.0..00.00‘QQOOOO0'.. 360

Village Of carletono'OOOQCb.'.'OQ..OQ.'o"o'.'.'.."...lcoo..o 85“

Totel population of Carleton community areg8.......3,029

The tables of findings which follow were baged on comperisons of
the library users with the entire county populstion according to the 1940
censug, These figures were ugsed becesuse more extensive informetion wes
obtainable than for rural populstion alone. Counties which are exclusive-
ly rural would find the census figures satisfactory as a comparative base
without change. However, many counties, such as Monroe, have urben sections.
In these, the county library supplies books primarily to the rural segments.
In such ceses 1t would be necessary to allow for the probable error in pop-
ulation comparisons which would result from comparing a rurel sarple with

a rural-urbasn one31.

31 Thig allowance wag made for the state-wide sample where either the rurel
cengus figures were used or notations were made of the probable variations.
The number of gchedules for Monroe county is too small to be statistically
significant alone, Therefore, thies chapter was intended only es &an illue-
tration of the types of information which t he s tudy could give a librarian
who wighed to survey one perticular library community. For thfc recsmson the
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This comparison of the characteristics of the library users with
the totsl county population revealed many significant differences. The
gex ratio for the county was 108 and for the library usere it was 15. (See

Tables III and IV).

TABIE III

SEX COMPOSITIONS OF MONROE COUNTY LIBRARY, CARLETON BRANCH USERS;
DECEMBER 1946, AND TOTAL COUNTY POPULATION 1940

H Total Number H Percent

Males : :

County : 30,423 : 51.0

Library users : L : 13.4
Females : ;

County : 28,197 : 49.0

Library users : 26 : 86.6

TABLE IV

SEX RATIO OF MONROE COUNTY LIBRARY CARLETON BRANCH USERS; DECEMBER 1946,
AND COMPARABLE COUNTY POPULATION 1940,

Monroe county Librery Users

108 15

®e oo oo oo oo

The age range of library users is graphically illustrated by Fig. 2.
The largest number of library users were between the ages of ten and nine-
teen, 46 percent, but only 19.2 percent of the total population of Monroce
county fell in this age group.

The data on employment (see Table V) offered &n interesting compari-

gon between lidbrary users snd Monroe county residents. While only eight
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percent of the population of Monroe county over fourteen were students,
27.3 psrcent of the library users over sixteen fell in this category. The
employed group made up 42.9 percent of the total population over fourteen,
but, of those who used the library, sge sixteen and over, only 18.2 percent
were employed. Table VI shows the occupational dietribution of the persons

who were employed,

TABLE V

EMPLOYMENT DISTRIBUTION OF MONROE COUNTY CARLETON ERANCH I.TETARY USERS,
SURVEYED DECEMBER 1946 AND TOTAL COUNTY POPULATION, 194G

Monroe County Library Users

: :

: Over 14 : 16 and over

: Number : Percent : Mumber ¢ Percent

s H : :
Students : 3,452 : 8.0 6 27.3
Housewives 313,201 : 30.7 : 10 bs.4
Employed :18,490 : 42.9 4 18.2
Unemployed :1,637 : 3.8 1 0o 0
Other : 6,295 : 14,6 ¢ 0 0
No information - - : 2 9.1

Total :43,075 & 100.0 H 22 : 100.0
: : 3 :
TABIE VI

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTICN OF MONROE COUNTY CARLETON BRANCH IIRRARY USERS
SURVEYEU DECEMBER 1946 AND TOTAL COUNTY POPULATION,1%4C .

Monroe county Library Users

! Number : Percent : Number : Percent

: : : :
Professional : 899 5.5 : 1l : 5.3
Business : 3,240 : 19.8 1 5.3
Tarm Operator : 3,05 : 18.7 0 0
Farm Laborer : 1,021 ¢ 6.3 @ 0o 0
Craftsman : 3,933 : 24,1 ¢ o 0
Non-farm Labor T 2,49 : 18.1 1 5.3
Service workers : 871 : 5.3 5 1 26.3
No information 361 2,2 11 :_ 57.8

Total : 16,325 : 100.0 : 19 : 100.0
: : : :




-39 -

Of the Library Users 38.4 percent over twenty-five had completed
high school but only 11.1 percent of the total population over twenty-five
had done so. (See Table VII). Thie means that the group which read hed an
education of four grades above the median of the county which wee 8.1 for

malee and 8.4 for femalee according to the census.

TABLE VII

EDUCATIONAL CHFARACTERISTICS OF MONROE COUNTY, CARLETON BRANCH LIBRARY
USERS OVER TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE, DECEVMBER 1946 AND COMPARABIE -
COUNTY POPULATION T NTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, 1940.

Monroe county Library users

: over 25 H over 25

! Number ; Percent : Number : Percent
: $ : :

Ko school years : el 2 2.3 0o 0

Grade school 1-4 yesrs s 2415 : 7.6 o 0

Grade school 5-6 * : 3685 : 11.6 0 : 0
. " completed : 14199 ¢ L4.9 ¢ L, : 30,8
High school 1-3 years : 4766 ¢ 15.0 1l 7.7
" L completed ¢ 3511 : 11.0 ¢ 5 ¢ 38.4

College 1-3 years : 1168 : 3.7 o 0
" completed s 777 + 2.5 ¢ 1 : 7.7
No information : 421 :_ 1.3 2 :__15.4
Total s 31687 : 100.0 H 13 ¢ 100.0

Carleton branch library was scrutiniged through the medium of the
"Questinnnaire on the library agency and agency attendant in which the
library users study is made.® From this questionnaire it was found that the
library was open fifteen hours a week; Tuaesday, Friday and Saturday after-
noons from twelve to five. Table VIII gives the circulation record of the

preceding year.
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TABLE VIII

BOOK CIRCULATION OF CARLETON BRANCH LIBRARY FOR THE PAST YEAR

Period Adult : Juvenlle
Per day (average of month preceding) 20 : 19
:
Per month (month of November, 19%46) 268 : 238 37 mag.

Per year (1945) Adult and juvenile 7,208

o0 @0 o0 oo eo oo oo oo oo

According to the A.L.A. standards 2 the book collection should
average three books per capita or 2,592 for Carleton. The circulation
should be ten per capita or 8,640 per year for Carleton, The book turn-
over should be three and one-third times a year. Cerleton averaged four.
This greater amount can be ' attributed to the system of the county library
vhich provided a continmously fresh book stock thue allowing for variety
in selection with a emall number of books.

The library subscribed to eix magazines and had three unidentified

megazines donated. These ars classified by type in Table IX,

J< Helen L, Mosier and Helene S. Lefevre. Small public_library; orzanization,
adminigtration, gervice,(Chicago. American library association, 1942) p. 18.
For a town of less than 10,000 population there should be three books per
capita; for a town of less than 5,000 populetion the circulation should be
ten books per capita. This means a yearly turnover of three and a half books
per capita. .
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TABLE IX

LIST OF MAGAZINES, BY TYPE, AVAILABLE IN CARLETON BRANCH LIBRARY, MONROE
COUNTY LIBRARY, DECEMEBER 1946

Class Title

News weeklies 1l Newswesk

Pictorial 1 Life

Popular science & mechanics 1 Popular mechanics

Women and home 3 Better homee and gardens
Good housekesping
House and garden

@0 00 o0 00 0 00 o0 Se 00 o6 00 eo oo

The County Librarian gave the following evaluation to the component
parts of the library unit., The reference collection was considered ex-
cellently suited for the needs of the community. The window displayspace
available was excellent and its use was satisfactory. Exhibits at local
meetings or talks outside the library by the library attendant were inade-
quate but exhibits inside the library, the children's story hours, and news
items in the local psper were 211 handled effectively. The sign on the
building was poor and the library room was too smell for its activity and
had poor heat and light.

The librarian's age was in the range of 55 to 65 years, She had
lived in Carleton all her life and knew the community and the people. This
fact contributed to her ability to serve the community satisfactorily as
librerien, Evef-aince her appointment two years previously eshe had regular-
ly attended staff meetings. The librarian held a high school diploma and

a first grade library certificate. It was found that she did a considerable



amount of reading which could be considered above the average of the
branch!s patrons., Three of the titlee which she listed as having recent-
ly read were:

Crow, The City of Flint Grows Up _

Fleury, Faith the Root

Graheme, Maine Charm String
Her own evaluation of the branch coincided rather closely with t hat of
the county librarian; particularly in the need for better publicity.

The Library Users study in Monroe county was undertaken as part
of the state-wide study, andi the gample obtained while gufficient when com-
bined with those of twenty-three other counties is not too representative
when taken alone., Consequently this material and the findings from Monroe
county were compiled as an example of method of analysis rather than for
any conclusive value they might have for Carleton.

It was found that approximately one-half of the library users lived
within the village limits and about one-half cutside the limite. The
average distance which those outside lived from the library was four miles.
In comparison with the rural county statistics (see Table X) these
differences were found. Of the rural population of Monroe county 12,2
percent lived in villages ,and 88.8 percent in the open country. On the
library sample the situastion was reversed and €0 percent lived in the village
and only 36.6 percent in the open country. This comparison would indicate
that a very high percentage of the open country residents are not being

reached by the library service given through this branch library.
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TABLE X

DISTRIBUTION OF MONROE COUNTY CARLETON BRANCH LIBRARY USERS SURVEYED
DECEMBER 1946 BY PLACE QF RESIDENCE AND TOTAL COUNTY POPULATION, 1940

-
Librarv Users

: County : Tatal ¢ Under:16 : Over:16

¢ Number :Per- ¢ " . :Per- :Number:Per- :Number:Psr-

H scent : Number icent ¢ tcent @ icent

H H : H 3 H H :
Total Rural 40,142 :100.0: 30 :100,0: 8 :100.0: 22 :100.90
Farm and non-village35,649 : 88.8: 11 $ 36.7: 3 :38.5: 8 : 36.4
Village s 4,492 :12.,2: 18 : 60,0 5 & 62.5: 13 : 59.1
No information : - I 1l t 3.3: - T -2 1 : 0.5

: : H H H H H 3

There were six percent foreign-born residente in the county but none
of them were users according to the survey.

Since there were no foreign-born represented among the library users
the regional background of their origins was examined; 80 percent were born
in Michigan, or Indiana, and Illinois and Olio had the next highest number,
6.6 percent., The Middle Atlantic etates with 3.3 percent and Minnesota,
Iowa and Missourl with 3.5 percent completed ths localities represented. 1In
the whole of Monros county the ethnic groups represented ranked quite

differently for library users and for the general population (See Table XI).

TABLE XI

RANK ORDER OF FIRST FIVE ETHNIC GROUPS REPRESENTED BY MONROE COUNTY
CARLETON BRANCH LIBRARY USERS SURVEYED DECEMEER 1946 COMPARED WITH
COUNTY POPULATION, 1940.

Monroe County Library Users

Germany Germany
Non-French Csnada England
Poland Scotland
Itely Holland
Hungary Ireland

0 00 o0 o6 oe o0 @0 e oo
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Tuesday and Friday were apparently the most popular library days.
This is unusual as Saturday in most cases is the big day for rural people
to come to town.

In a village like Carleton where the library is open only three
afternoons & week it is the pattern of library usage that becomes important.
How often did people repeat their visits to the library? The youngsters
averaged twice a weeak and the adults once. There is no way of telling from
this survey how this pattern might be changed if the library were to open
more and different hours., But with a two week loan period it was interesting
to note that the people still came once & week.

Twenty percent of the people occasionally used other libraries but
only ons-half of them borrowed books.

One of the most enlightening sections of the interview enumerated
the various reasons why the patrons visited the library that particular day.
Two-thirds returned books. Less than one percent intended to read while
there. Most just came to look around and pick out an interesting book but
less than one percent intended to get the librarian to help them find that
book., No one intended to use any refersnce msterisl., In spite of these
intentions, however, the summary of use indicated that five reference ques-
tions were asked and answered during the time of the interviewing.

These facte are at variance with the sccepted concepts of library
use,- . Library literature and library practice both emphasize the importance
of reading space as a part of library service. Yet it was found here that the
reading space available was not used. A helpful librarian is considered an
integral part of librery work, yet here her experience and knowledge wae not

beinz utilized. The branch itself, with small cramped quarters, &and poor
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lighting and heeting facilities could have accounted to some extent for
the small reference use, lack of reeding in the library, and general
patterns of patronage, The time of year, three weeks before Christmas,
might also have been & contributing factor.

The survey showed that one-helf of thege patrons belonged to no
organizations and that only seven or 23 percent held any of-ice in &n
organization,

Vhat were the reading interests of this community? In Fiction,
the people sixteen years of sge and over liked first romence, then adven-
ture and then Westerns, Under sixteen years of ege they chose romancs,
boys and girle, and adventure and animals tied for third choice. The
youngsters were not interested in non-fiction but their elders liked best
biogrephy, then history and then current affeire. When asked specificelly
to rank their likes into preferences a slightly different order was
found. Among the people sixteen and over romance was still first choice
with family life and history, second, and adventure, third. Under six-
teen,it was romance for both first and second choice and boys and girls
ee third choice’s.

One-third of the people would like to use other material than

books but they limited their choice to megezines of which the library

JJ Tor other surveys of communities reading interests see: Denver., University.
Fational opinion research center. Whet..where..wxhy..do people read? High-
lights of a survey made for the American Librery e&ssocistion and 17 coopera-
ting city libraries. Denver.(University of Denver, 194€), #illiam ®., Hall-

and Francis P. kobinson. "Role of reading as a life activity in a rural
community.” Journsl of epplied psychology v. 26 (1942) 530-542; Ruth M. Strang,
Exploration in reeding patterng (Chicago, University of Chicago press, 1947).
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gsubscribed to only six and hsd three additional ones donated.
A majority of the people had special intereste about which they
read and these are listed in Table XII together with a description of the

reader who specified each subject.

TABLE XII

SPECIAL READING INTERESTS CF MONEOE COUNTY CARLETON BEANCH LIBRARY USERS
SURVEYED DECEMBER 1946.

Person Interest
Man, non-farm laborer, age 30 Outdoor work
Businegs man Locel hietory
Student, age 17, boy Future of mechinery
Boy, age 9 Dogs and horses
Housewife Travel
Housewife Sewing
Housewife Home making
Housewife Interior decorating
Girl, age 11 Parties
Girl, age 13 Dogs
Girl, age 14 Rurses and girls in college
Girl, age 14 History of different people
Girl, age 16, student Movie stars
Girl, age 16, student Horees
Teacher Juvenile delinquency
Student, age 16 Animale
Student, age 16 Singing
Student, age 18 Airplane mechenics

While most of the youngsters seemed dependent on the library for

the bookes they read, over half of the adulte read books from other sources.

(See Tsble XIII)
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Note the remarkably high proportion of booke sent out by book clubs
to vhich 26.7 percent of the borrowers belonged. The clubs represented were:

Book of the month club

4 memberships
School book league 2 "

1l

1

Doubleday dollar book club
People's book club
TABLE XIII

SOURCES FROM WHICH LIBRARY USERS OBTAIN READING MATTER, MONROE COUNTY, CARLETON
BRANCH LIBRARY USERS SURVEYED, DECEMEER, 1946

[ 3 z H

Source tLibrary user tlibrary user: Total Percent*
junder 16 :16 and over ! :
s : H H
Libraries only $ L 3 3 : 7 23.3
Purchased t 1 : 6 : 7 3 23.3
Borrowed from friend @ 0 H 3 t 3 $ 10.9
Received as gifts : 0 H 3 s 3 10.0
Book clubs $ 2 : é : 8 26.7
No information : 3 : 6 9 30,90
Total 37 sources @ 10 : 27 s 37 123.3

*Percentages are based on the mumber of persons responding., Tables for
the various sources exceed 100 percent since some persons reported more
than one source.

There were twenty-nine books returnsd by the library users during
the week the schedules were teken; and of these sixteen were borrowed dy or
for, the person who returned them. Nine were returned by people over six-
teen years of age which wers borrowed for others. Most of thls infomation
can be seen more conveniently in Table XIV so only highlights will Dde
pointed out here. The pattern seems to be individual 1library usage. More
than half of the books borrowed were for the dorrower and of these 87.4
percent were read completely. Only six books were read by others while the

books were out of the library. The readers definitely liked £8 percent of
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the books they read and would recommend these to other people as interesting
booke,

It wves noted previously that only a small nmurber of library visitors
availed themselves of the services of the librarian. It wes found that most
of the books were chosen without help or recommendation. One person picked
out a book because of radio advertising.

The librarien was acked to assist when books were being selected for
someone other than the library visitor, Almost half of the books were taken
on her recommendation.

Table XIV represents an attempt to classify the books which the
library users returned by their subject matter. This classification is based
on the types of subjects used in the library users schedule to determine the
interests of the reader.

The information discussed in thie chapter, drewn from the interpre-
tation of the responees to the survey schedules and questionnaires, could
serve as & bage for a course of action which would make thig library branch
more effpctive in thg community. The following recommendations would seem
to be indicated:

1. A concerted effort should be made to attract the persons who
are not now using the branch. Specifically: the men, those of foreign ex-
traction, the club and community leaders, a large number of the twenty to
forty years of age group.

2, The librarians should exesmine more carafully the teen age use
of the library. The county library headquarters gave book service directly
to the school to stimulate reading. According to the statistics of this

study 46 percent of the library users were in the sge group of ten to nineteen.
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TATLE XTM. T™tle and mbiect of litrery bocis retirned and o ininns »f
books -dver ly Momroe covnty Corleton bdranch 1) rary ugers
surve:ed Decerber,19.4.

1 : : :
Autnor and title s Ape of Lo U, ¢ 3erio el for @ Mindon @ 9 iact
[ : : '
Aldrich, Rir 2f the H H P Historien)
ireirle : Over 1 : Self :indiffermtifiction
Allen, Let ne Me t H :
easdny ¢ "nder 16 ¢ Self tLired tiraters
Ash*on, Yeorer's : : : H
ori-a : Over 16 t Self tMrelike "
Arcdelotte, To11 H H : tree )
arrvest : Ovar 16 Sl tly-ed
s : Two H S0 e nnd
Y : ODver 6 t erilivaen :ll-ed trirlg
Craw?~rd, oL and ¢ Under 16 : Self tliked t10;'s end
Judy ot -lav @ : B i
Meney, E{B-Té% : : o : :‘ te
circus™ & Cver 16 P ahilAven 1Lived TAnt-ale
douglas.Fone _?o T H H . H
. Qristas t Over 16 t Self lifed trerprce
Perber. TolodTs in : : ' :
town ¢ Over 16 ¢ Self ! finlt»ly owure
t : ‘1iked :
Fovler.0ood night : : : :
sve-t -rince : Over 16 t Self tlired tHiserar ity
Gardner, Case of the : : H :
sulsit:te ff;?_!’ ver 16 t SLf :Lire yntery
Sates ¢ Tlare, vrey P Over 1 ¢ ‘wo cnllcren - --- H
arn an_ '_15_ : Dver 1€ : H :
Grny, Yas. knife : : H H
o.tf1t ¢ Cver 16 R e
gray. To title t Over 16 _———e- I b
Hilton, So well : H
re edered ¢ Over 16 S~lf :Indl “Cerent
“inrle. Craz;’ .ng : :
A.rle : Under 16 Se1f :Lized

1
LY
4

Sy AN
Hunt, Li* le oirl

soven neney
Ke-ler. _?'_r';' for

Over 16 Dyt ter

Tnder 16
Tnder 16

Self

Vagon, "i‘:‘:ﬁ"}_ 11 @ :
Torn Tt Over 16 Daushiter :Tarm = fictinan
'ngrzine:lalles home : :
Journel ¢t Cver 16 Self 'arazine
Norris, Love ~f H H
cilie Savel i Cver 16 S-1¢ Ponance
Pavliars. So i o on ¢ :
uner : Cver 16 Self rert: onance
Rinahort, Crime tnok : Cver 16 HE- 284 : t Mratery
zinsone Yran pnd ot : : H
her dor Tr-in & Over 16 : Sister tlized tToye ~nt' ~rls
Rosa, FTar- ia tre : 1 Deughter : :
faily t Over 16 t Self tLii-ed tTam = fedion
Toisey, Fis: : H H :
ol t Cver 16 ¢ Doyghter lized tko;'s and pirlg
T*rd. S t Ocer 16 E- TR tATred TlhTa el
Ton tvortin, R : Over 16 ¢ Self tlixed slrstery
S H : : :
Triter's rroT : : : tHisary and
Taxp s Over 16 ¢ Hualind : {%ed itrovel

Qunary of enhjects:
Rsnance 5
Historical ficti-n 4
3ors and rirls 4
Mystery 3

2

Antanls 2
Puon f, 2
Yestan 1

Parn non-flcti-n 1
Blornr Liowl fleti o !
Bin rr-hy 1

Otier filctlnl
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3. Aa attempt shcmld be made to obtain larger, more adequate, and
bdetter equipped library quarters.

k. The book collection should be evaluated for its appeal to
groups of people, present in the county, who are not now using the library.
Did the reading interests of the patrons revolve so completely around
romance, adventure, mystery, and homemaking because that was the only fare
offered? Joha Chancellor inhis study of the T.V.A. library program found
that many other books were used when made freely and attractively available.
Conversely, he also found that making a wide variety of subjects available
in attractive form drev a greater number of different occupational and
vocational interests to the library ¥,

5. BSaturday was generally assumed by the county librarian to be
a day when a large portion of the library branch's voef:ly book circulation
weuld bd obtained. Since Tuesday snd Friday were most popular in Carleton,
it would bde advisable for the County Librarien to compare with the town's
merchants, the peak hours of their business, and to adjust the library's
schedule where necessary to take advantage of these periods.

6. The library attendant should be encourasged to establish more
community consciousness toward the library and to stimulate its use, through
book talks, exhibits and taking part in civic organigations as the library

representative,

3 John Chancellor. The Library in the T.V.A, adult education program.
Appendix




CHAPTER VII
ACTION BY RESEARCHERS

The cooperative library study graduzslly expanded beyond the con-
templated limits of library users'characteristics and commnity delinea-
tion., The ramifications became more clear and the county librarians
asked more help and more information on related topice. They realized
the necessity, both, for more research and for a great deal of agsistance
in spplying the findings.

The lidrary users study was intended to result in a battery of
analytiocal materials which could be handled independently by any librarian
who desired to study a problem community inher county library system. When
attention was focused on one branch, as in the previous chapter, the re-
sults were easily analysed for implications to library service. Before these
results wvere available for interpretation, however, the schedules had to be
coded, tabulated and analysed. Without trained help at this point it would
be difficult to interpret the materials.

The librarians would need help in dsciding the meaning of the
resul®s and wvhat pointers they gave for library action in the future. At
present theuge of the materials developed would not be effective unless
social scientists were available to help with analysis and interpretation.

Therefore one of the details which still needs development is how
to reorgmise the analysis and interpretation of the materials into a
simple formula which can be used independently of a college research de-
partment. To Dbe complete this must be done, for social science will find

its place in practical problems to the extemt to which it can develop the
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interested laymen into patterns of thinking which will enable them to
analyze and interpret the situation for themselves.

A problem which deserved more attention than was possible in this
study was concerned with reading interests, This study analyzed the types
of subjects about which the library patrons were interested in reading.

But it was not within the scope of the objectives as outlined by the librar-
ians, to study why the library patrons preferred specific types of material
and subject matter 35,

The community delineation techniques developed for the use of the
librarians are complete and could be applied and interpreted by a librarian.
There are other problems which are closely related to the trade center and
area community delineation which was outlined in Chapter V. Neighborhood
groupings have significance for bookmobile stop locations. Cliques and
visiting habits of potential library users wovld be of importance also;
this project did not include either,

The county librarians' workshop at St. Mary's Lake in June, 1947
was devoted almost entirely to the study of the survey results. Methods of
applying the results to local situations were learned. Appraisal of the
work and plans for future action were made. Out of the week!'s work there
came very clear and definite desire for further research to cover new
interests, These may be summarized as follows:

1. Help in the continued use by the county librarians of the
Library Users schedule as a means of continuing library appraisal,

2. Further individual assistance in the plotting of trade areas,

ethnic groupings, etc.

35 Douglas Waples, Bernard Berleson and Franklyn R. Bradshaw, What reading

does to people, a summary of evidence on the social effects of reading and
a statement of problems for research, Uhicago, University ol Chicago

- . . . *TAl A
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3. Development of techniques for a study of neighborhood groups36.

k, Adaptation and simplification of methods for discovery of
leadership,

5. Two more intensive studies similar to the one made in Lenawvee
county.

a. In a county in the northera part of the state with
low income and widely dispersed population, to be used 2s a basis for
mlti-county ssrvice.

b. In a county with a metropolitan fringe.

6. Adaptation of techniques developed, snd development of new
techniques for administrators of new county libraries, and for use with
demonstration projects.

7. Assistance from the personnel of the social research urvico
of Nichigan State College in specific problem areas in individusl counties
wvhere the use of sociological techniques will clarify the situation and
point the course of action. |

8. Assistance of the Adult Education department in techniques of
planning and carrying out courses of action in specific areas.

These suggestions arose directly out of an examination of the survey
results. They were given here as an illustration of the type of action
program which is implied in the study. They are also concrete evidence of
the steady development of the librarians thinking and this, the growth in
objectivity of thought and increase in understanding of people, was one of

the underlying objectives of the entire project.

50 Charles R, Hoffer. Social orgeanigation in relation to extension service
in Eaton County, Michigan. East Lans ing. Michigan State College Agricultural
Experiment Station special bulletin 338, 1946. 22-26.
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RTSULTS AND INTERPRETATIONS OF THE STATE WIDE STUDY



CHAPTER VIII
STATE CHARACTERISTICS OF LIBRARY USERS

The sample for the state wide study of Michigan County Library
Branch Users was drawn from among thes patrons of twenty-three county
libraries in the state. These counties may be classified as follows:
Rural-urben -- Genesee, Ingham, Jackson, Kent, Monroe, and Muskegon;
rural-fara -- Branch, Cass, Lapeer, Lenawees, 8t. Clair, and Van Buren;
rural, with a large share of submarginal land -- Alcona, Cass, Crawford,
Gladwin, Iosco, Kalkaska, Manistee, Mason, Menominee, Missankee, Presque
Isle, VWexford.

The tables and charts in this chapter were compiled to show how
selected characteristics of the library users studied compared with the
same characteristics of the population of Michigan. They wers based on
the censug data for the total state population. This was done because,
firet, the area of service for a library branch was a natural commnity
area and there are no census data provided for such natural areas. Second-
ly the community areas of the library branches often covered portions of
more than one county, therefore county census data were not eppropriate.
Third, certain tabulations of the census data were available for the total
population but were not readily available for the rural farm and non-farm

seguents of the popnlation37.

J7 The breskdowns used for the purpose of comparison were drawn largely
from: J. Allen Beegle. Michigan population, composition and change. East
Lansing, Michigan State College Agricultural Experiment Station, section
of Sociology and Anthropology, 1947. 103 pp. And United States Department
of Commerce. l6th Census of the United States, 1940. Population, second
series:...Characteristics of the population; Michigan. Washington, Super-
intendent of docuthents, 19%42. 184 pp.
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¥here comparable census data for the rural areas were available
they were included ia the tables or footnotes., This was done in order
to clarify the comparisons with the library users sample where it was
thought the characteristics of the total state population might tend to
over-or under-emphasige the deviations of the library sampless.

An offort was made to gather information which would show the
type of library service given by the branches during the time of the sur-
vey. This was obtained from the'!Summary Sheets'(see Appendix A for
sample) vhich accompanied the library users' schedules. Figures 3 to 9
preseat this information graphically. In order to obtain the number of
interviews (30) requested for the state-wide study it was necessary for
some librariansg to interview patrons éuring more than one week, Wednesday
and Saturdsy were the days during which the libraries were open the long-

est number of hours and were also the days in which the largest number of

interviews were taken (see figures 3 and 4).

b The rural segments of the twenty-three counties whose libraries were
included in the study, were compared with the total rural population of
Michigan, on the matter of age. It was found that the population of the
twenty-three counties did not vary more than one or two percentage points
in any one item from the total rural population. Therefore, no attempt
has been made to compare the library sample with the rural population of
the twventy-three counties,
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Fumber of Brsnches Open

00'.0'000050100-00b100'olc'.nlS.‘co.".zo

Daye of week

Monday D:9.0.0.00.0.0:9:00.0:0 0 ¢
1111

Tuesday P.0:9.0.0:0:0.0.0.0.00.0.00:0.00006:0004
111177

Wednesday D §.0.0:0:0:0.0.0.0.0.00 00000000000 6600 ¢
111111111111

Thursday

Friday

Saturday (X
//////////////////////////

Legend: XX Afternoon hours branch libraries open
/| Evening " " "

Fig, &

DISTRIBUTION OF NUMBER OF ERANCHES OPEN AFTERNOON AND EVENING HOURS EACH
DAY DURING TEE WEEK OF THE SURVEY TWENTY-THREE MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY
BRANCEES SURVEYED (TWO OMITTED) DECEMEER, 1946

Approximately one-half of the libraries were housed in geparate
buildings and were open from ten to twelve hours per week, The aversge
eirculation per dbranch during the period of the interviewing wag between
twventy-eix and fifty juvenile books and fifty-one to seventy-five adult
books, Seven branches answered no reference questions but the average was

fouf to eix questions answered during the time patrons were being inter-

viewed.
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Jype_of Building Number of Branches
C ...O.....S.....'...lol...000.15
Owned -~ Separate Building TXXXXXXXX
Rented - Separate Building P.09.0.0.0:0.0:0:0.0.04
Community or Town Hall ) 0.900:00:0:06.0.0.4
Other IXXXXXXXXXEX
Residence
Part of fire hall
(separate entrance)
Post Office
(separate entrance)
Bank
(separate entrance)
City Council Room
Hg. 5

TYPES OF BUILDINGS IN WHICE THE MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED

¥WERE SITUATED DECEMBER, 1946

Tvype of Building

Number of Branches

o-‘ooco000500.000;0100000000015

Hours open per week
10 or less IXXXXX
11 - 12 D0 $:0.0.0.0.0.0.09.00.0.9.0.0.9.9.0.0.0.00.0.0 ¢
21 - 30 XXXXXXXX
31 - 40 XXXX
Tig. 6

DISTRIBUTION OF HOURS OPEN TO PUELIC PER WEEK, OF MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY

BRANCHES SURVEYED DERCEMBER, 1946
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Number of Branches

OeeececccoBNececceselOococecesls
Number of visitors per dbranch
l1-25 D-9.0:00.0:0:0.0:0:90 00004
I
26 - 50 P 90.0.0:0.00:0:60000604
NN
51 - 75 XXXXXX
/!
76 or over b 0.0.0.4
111111
Legend: Adult XX
Juvenile [/
Pig. 7

NUMEER OF VISITORS TO THE MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY . BRANCHES SURVEYED
DURING THE HOTRS OF THE INTERVIEWING DECEMBER, 1946

Number of Branches

o.........5......'.10‘.....'.15

Fumber of books circulated per branch

l1-25 XXXXXX
11111

26 - 50 TOOCXXXXXX
11

51 -75 D9.00.0.0.00:0.9.004
/11111

76 - 100 h.9.0:0.4
111111

over 100 IXXXXXXXXX
11T

Legend: Adult books XXXX
Juvenile  [//]

Fiez, 8

COMPARISON OF NUMBER OF ADULT AND JTVZXILTX BOOKS CIRCUTATED BY THE MICHIGAN
OATIPTY IT.TRDADY RDANAT CrMIirnwen TIITHN TATT ¢ AR MOR Moy S 0OTMRER 10LA
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Jumber of Branches
0000.0..0.50.000000100000000015

Bumber of Reference Questions

Per Branch
None D9.0:0:010.010.09.0.0.¢
1-3 XXXXXXXX
b -6 XXXXXXXXXX
7-9 XXX
10 - 12 XX
over 12 x
Pig. 9

NUMBEER OF RETERENCE QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN THE MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY
BRANCHES SURVEYED DURING THE HOURS OF THE STUDY, DECEMBER, 1946

The age of sixteen was assumed, for the purposes of this otﬁ&v. to
be the dividing line between juvenile and adult readers. This was approxi-
mately the year it was thought,dnring which most readers made a definite
final ghift to the use of adult books:. also, at this time, many took their
place in adult occupations and recreation. With the exception of the table
on "The number of school years completed™ this basis was maintained even
where 80 doing meant that the state figures used for comparisons varied dy
a year or two.

The age distribution of the library usere, of the total state popu-
lation and of the rural segment are presented for comparison in Figure 10.
Of the library users 48.8 percent were between the ages of ten and nineteen,

vhile but 17.9 percent of the total population were in this age group. How-
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ever in comparison with the rural census figures this wide deviation is
somevhat lessened, sirce 19.0 percent of the rural population were between
the ages of ten and nineteen. Again, the deviation of the library sample
between the ages of twenty and fortynine was less marked when compsred
with the rural population than a comparison with the total state population
would indicate.

The fact that nearly fifty percent of the library users were in
their teens, indicated that the branch libraries did not have a sufficient
amount of appeal to the adults as a source from which to obtain reading
matter; however, they did an excellent piece of work with the younger group.

The libraries' clientele was 73.3 percent women (see Table XV),
This is a remarkably high percentage in view of the fact that the gex ratio
for the state i1s 105. Thie fact was emphasigzed even more clearly in compari-
son wvith the rural population where the sex ratio is 107 for the rural non-
farm and 120 for the rural farm. The survey disclosed that not quite one-
fifth of the books checked out by the patrons were for some one else. Thus
there was only a slight poseibility of the male populat ion having access to

the library through another person.
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TABLE XV

PERCENTAGE SEX COMPOSITION OF 806 MICEIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCH USERS
SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946 AND COMPARABLE STATE POPULATION, 1940

: State : Librery Users
: Totel :Non-farm: Rural farm: Total :Under 16: 16 and over
: : : : : :
FNumber of cases :5,256,106:941,037 : 860,202 : 806 : 417 : 389
: : : : : )
Males ¢ 51,3 : 5.8 : 4.6 ¢ 26.7 :15,1 11.5
: : : $ : 3
Females t  4B,?7 : L4B,2 : s 4 : 73,3 :37.,2 36,2
Total s 100.C : 100,0 100,.0C :100,0 : 52,3 H 47,7
H ] : : H :

The meritel status of the Michigan county library ucers was closely

parallel to that of the state 2s shown in Teble XVI.

TABLE XVI

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MARITAL STATUS OF 389 MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY
BRANCE USERS SIXTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND OVER SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946 AND
COMPARABLE STATE POPULATION, 1540 FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND OVER

_State 15 and over tLibrery User
Total population:Rural non-ferm:Rural ferm:16 and Over

Fumber of cases

t 3,941,950 ¢ 673,390 ¢t 621,419 1 389
Single : 38,1 : 2.8 : 30.6 : 26,7
Married : 63.2 : 66.3 : 61.5 : 60.2
Widow or Widower : 6.9 : 7.4 : 6.9 : 5.1
Divorced : 1.8 : 1.5 ; 1.0 : 0.8
No information : - : - : - : 7.2
Total H 100.0 ¢ 100.0 : 100.C t 100,0

H H : t
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Among the library users over twenty-five years of age, 29.1 percent
completed high ochool (see Table XVII) as compared with only 15.2 percent
of the total state population over twenty-five years of age., The median
grede completed by library users is eleven as compared with 8,6 for the
state 7. This would be an indication that the library appealed primarily
to the well-educated.

TABLE XVII
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 289 MICEIGAN

COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCH USERS TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE OR OVER SURVEYED
DECEMBER, 1946 AND COMPARAELE STATE POPULATION, 1940*

o0 oo

State over 25 years of age Library Users

:
¢ Total :Rural Non-farm:Rural farm:Over 25 years of age
Number of cases :3,006,579: 519,727 : L465,944 289
No school years : 2.4 - : - 2 0
Grade school 1-4 H : : H
years $ 7.8 - H - 3 1.0
H : H :
Grade school 5-6 : s : :
years : 9.8 : - : - 3 1.0
Completed grade school: 36.0 38.1 : 47,6 : 18,7
H H : :
High school 1-3 H H : 5
years ¢ 18,5 - : - ¢ 18.3
Completed high school : 15.2 : LTS S 8.9 : 29.1
College 1-3 years ¢ 5.3 - : - : 15.6
: : : :
Completed college : L1 3.5 1.1 ¢ 13.2
: ] : :
No information 3 1.0 - : - : 3.1
Total ¢ 100.,0 55.7 ¢ 57.6 100,0

*The data for the rural non-farm and rural farm was taken from Beegle.Op.Cit.
Completely cormparable data were not evailable,

)Y There 18 a difference betwsen the total state population and the rural
segment in amount of education obtained. The median number of school years
completed by persons aged twenty-five and over is 8.6 for the whole state;
8.6 for the rural non-farm and only 8.1 for the rural farm.
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Thie obgervetion was further substentieted by the tables on em-
ployment (XVIII) and occupations (XIX), Members of the professionsl and
gemi-professional occupationsl groups were twice as numerous among the
library users as in either the totzl state or the rural non-ferm groups
and seven t imeg as numerous as among the rural farm population.

Farm operstors and laborers amounted to 11.5 psrcent of the totel
state population, 3.2 percent of the rural non-ferm and €9.2 percent of
the rural farm populstion. The library users sample contsined 4.€ percent
farm eperators and laborers. Thie corresponde most closely with the rurel
pon-farm population from which more than half the sample (64,1 percent)

was drawn.

TABLE XVIII

PERCENTAGE EMPLOYMENT DISTRIBUTION OF MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCE USERS
AGE SIXTEEN AND OVER SURVEYED DECEMEER, 1946 AND COMPARABLE STATE
POPULATION, 1940

Stete (14 years and over)
Total :Purel Non-farm:Rural Farm

Librery users
16 and over

Number of cases :4.036.873: 689,885 s 640,173 : 389
Students : 9.0 : 8.4 : 9.2 : 17.0
Housewives : 29.4 : 30.7 : 31.9 : 37.3
Employed : L4s,3 : 38.6 : L7 ; 33.2
Unemployed : k.9 : k.9 : 3.1 ; 7.9
Other : 8.3 : 13.3 : 7.3 : -
No information : 3.1 : Lk : 3.8 : 4.6

Total : 100,0 : 100.0 : 100,0 : 100,.0

H 3 3 :
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TABLE XIX

PERCENTAGE OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF 389 MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCH
USERS AGE SIXTEEN AND OVER SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946 AND COMPARABLE STATE
POPULATION, 1940

State (14 years of age & over) ::  Library Users
Total ;Rural Non-farm:Rural farm:16 years of ege & over

Number of cases  :1,824,953: 266,579 : 285,817 389

Professional and : : : :
semi-professional : 7.2 8.1 : 2.2 1 15.4
Clerical & business ; 4.6 ; 4.1 : 5.1 ; 9.5
Yarm operators : 7.9 ; 1.1 ; 48,9 ; 3.1
Farm laborere ; 3.6 ; 2.2 ; 204 ; 1.5
Craftsmen : 38.4 ; L3.6 ; 14.3 ; 5.1
Non-farm laborers : 6.8 ; 9.3 ; L.3 % 1.5

Service workers : : : ;
(except domestic : 7.3 6.7 : 1.5 : 13.1
Other P33 3.7+ 2.3 6.7
No information : 0,9 ; 1,2 : 1.0 ; 4,1
Total ¢ 100,90 ¢ 100.0 ¢ 100.0 H 100.0

3 H H :

The proper location of branch libraries was a problem of great im-
portance to the librarians; What could be considered the lidbrary's commun-
ity area? JFrom what distance did librery patrons travel to obtain reading
matter?! How close together should branches be placed to be easily accessible
to all the people?

A kmowledge of the trading hebits of the people and an analysis of
the relative drawing power of the various communities in the county would
help to determine the probable success of a branch located in a particular

community, This information could be obtained by delineating the trade area
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of the county according to the method described in Chapter V.

One section of the library users study was designed to gather infor-
mation on the distance which people will normally travel to obtain reading
matter. The only adequate study which has been made of this subject is one
by Chandler and Croteau Lo,

Over half of the Michigan county library branch users sampled lived
within one mile of the library, 70.6 percent of the children and 64,1 percent
of the adults. Among the children 89.2 percent lived within four mileg of
the library and 95.5 percent within six miles, as compared with 81,6 percent
of the adults who lived within four miles and 90.6 percent who lived within

six miles (see Table XX).

U0 Chandler and Croteau., I1bide They found that 60 percent of all registrants

live within one mile of the nearest branch library, 80 percent within four

niles, and 89 percent within six miles. Those who live near the library tend

to read in greater proportion than the others. Sixty-five percent of all the

bocoks lent are borrowed by registrants living within one mile of the library

and 85 percent by those living within four miles., The decline seems sharpest

between the five and seven mile mark. Conclusions which they draw from this

study of distance are:

l. The distance of reader's residence from the library has a direct influence
on the number of books he reads,

2, There is a definite relationship between the age of the reader and the
distance from the library.

3. The location of a branch litrary should correspond to the trade area,

lie Where reading skills and a desire for reading definitely exist people
will travel long distances to go to the library.

Se Access to books does lead to reading,
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TABLE XX

THE PERCENTAGE DISTANCE OF RESIDENCE FROM LIBRARY OF 806 MICHIGAN COUNTY
LIBRARY BRANCH USERS SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Distance* ; Under 16 ; Over 16
H Percent H Percent

Number of cases s 417 : 389
Lees than one-hslf mile ; 55.0 ; 51.0
One mile ; 15,6 ; i3.1
Two miles ; 8.6 ; 6.4
Three miles : 6.2 ; 5.7
Tour miles ; 3.8 ; 5.
Five miles ; 2.9 : 5.7
Six miles ; 3.4 E 3.3
Seven miles ; 1.4 ; 1.0
Eight miles ; 0.7 : 1.0
Nine miles ; 0.2 ; 0.5
Ten miles and over ; 1.2 ; 6.4
No information ; 1.9 ; 0.5
Total * H 100, O : 100.0

*Some library users gave number of blocks and some gave number of miles in
response to a question on the distance of their home for the library,
These have been combined here: five blocks or less were considered one-
helf mile; six blocks or over were considered one mile. This may have
changed the true distance by a small margin.

The distribution of Michigan county library branch users and the
rural population of the state by place of residence was compared in Table
XXI. One person in five smong the rural state population lives in a village.

Among the library users more than half, 64.1 percent, lived in villsges.
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This substantiates the evidence of Table XX for, according to Sanderson,
"The area (of the village) will vary from one-fourth or one-half a square
mile for the smallest villages to one to two squere miles for the larger
villages" Ml.

TABLE XXI1
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF 806 MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCH USERS

SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946 BY LOCATION OF RESIDENCE AND CCMPARABLE STATE
POPULATION, 1940

¢ State Rural : Library Users

: :_Total :_ Under 16 _:_ 16 and over
Fumber of ceses : 1,801,239 : 806 : 417 3 389

H tPercent: Percent H Percent

: : : :
Farm and Non-Village : 83,3 : 32.9: 31.7 $ 34,2
Village : 16,7 : 64,1 : 65.7 : 62.5
No information : - H - 3 3.0 : 3.3

Total H 100.9 : 100,90 : 100,90 H 100,90

It was found that less than one-fifth of the library users had
borrowed books specifically for other members of the household, However,
one-fourth of the booke checked out were read by more than one person

while at home uz.

Among the young people under sixteen, 24.7 percent had
five femily members in the household, while twenty-two percent of the
people pixteen years of age and over had four members in the family. Of the
children, 55 percent had five, six, or seven persons living at the house.

These figures suggest there must be severel persons in each house who would

find the book chosen by the library user of interest.

1 Dwight Sandereon. Rural Sociology &nd Rursl Socisl Organization., New
York. Wiley, 1942. p. 249.

For a complete discussion of book selection and use by the Michigan
County Library Branch users see Chapter IX,
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Foreign-born persons in librery areas present veried problems in
books selection becanse of languagese. However, the percent of foreign-born
in the rural areas of Michigan (8.2 percent rural non-farm and 9.2 percent
rural farm) is small., Among the library users the number is still smaller
(3.1 percent) as is shown by Table XXII.

The library users were almost entirely native born; 98.6 percent
of the children and 95.1 percent of the adults were born in the United
States and, of these, 80 percent of the children and 64 percent of the
adults were born in Michigan. Among the adults not born in Michigan 40.7
percent had lived im the state over ten years.

TABLE XXI1

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF NATIVITY OF 806 MICEIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCH USZRS
SURVEYED DECEMEER, 1946, AND COMPARABLE STATE POPULATION, 1540

t

_State Population
Total :Rural Non-farm: Rural farm

ibrary Users

: :
) : :
Fumber of cases $5,256,106: 941,037 : 806,202 : 806
: : : :
" Retive born : 83.8 91.8 : 90,8 : 96.8
: : : :
Toreign born 16,2 8,2 : 9,2 : 3.1
Total $ 100.,0 100.0 ¢ 100.0 H 100.0
: : 3 :

The five countries most prominent among the nationality backgrounds
of the library usere were: England, Germany, Ireland, Holland, Scotland.
Table XXIII givee the percentage distribution of nationality backgrounds
for the residents of Michigan. Two of these, Polish and Finnish were very
low in representation among the library users, but persons of Swedish and

Holland descent were three times as numercus as in he total state population.
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF NATICWALITY BACKGROUND OF 806 MICHIGAN (CUNTY
LIBRARY USERS SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946 AND COMPARAELE STATE POPULATION,1940

i_Stete* : Library Users**
Percentages : : Under : 16 and Over : Totals
Number of cases :5,256,106: 417 389 : 806
Fngligh**» s 9,1 : bo,2 52,3 : k5,9
Swedish : 1.8 ¢ 3.2 3.8 : 3.5
Holland t 2,6 : 9,9 7.0 : 8.5
Germaa : 10,1 : 18.C : 17.8 : 17.9
Polisgh : 12,9 : 2.1 1.0 : 1.6
Finnish t 2.7 ¢ 0,6 : 0.3 : 0.5
A1l othere : 20,8 : 17.2 17.8 : 17.5
Fo information ¢ - : 8.8 - : 4 €
Total ¢ 100.0 : 100.0 H 100.0 : 100.0C
= (3

: H H

* These are based on the mother tongue for Michigan reported in U, S. Census
1940 and computed by Dr. J. Allen Beegle.

** Baged on question about nationslity background asked of all the sample
library users.

**% Irieh, Scotch-Irish, and Scotch included in this.

The race of the library users presented & variation from the rural
segment of the Michigen population. (See Table XXIV), The proportion of
Negroes among the library users was slightly higher than for the state as a
whole and four times as high as for the rural non-farm population 43,

TABLE XXIV
Race

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION,OF 806 MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCH USERS SURVEYED
DECEM HER, 1946 AND COMPARABLE STATE POPULATION, 1940

: :
H : Library Users
¢ Total :Rural Non-farm:Rural farmi:Total:Under 16:Cver 16
Number of cases $5,256,106: 941,037 : 820,202 : 806 : 417 : 389
White : 95.9 : 98,6 T 99,4 & 93.2: 91,7 : 94.8
Negro : 3.9 : 1.1 H o.4 : L,1: 5,0 : 3.1
Other races : 0.2 : 0.3 : 0.2 : 0.2 0,2 : 0.3
No information : - - 3 - t_2.5:__3.1 :__ 1.8
Total ¢ 100,0 ¢ 100.0 : 100,0 s 100 : 100.,0 : 100.C

53 The semple from Van Buren county was almost completely responsible for this
high percentage of Negroes.
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Only 31.9 percent of the children and 16.5 percent of the sample
sixteen years of age anl over, used other lidraries; but 76.7 percent of
the children and 72.7 percent of the adults checked out books from the
other libraries used. In County library eystems patrons ares usually per-
mitted to visit and to check out books from any branch library in the
county providing they return ths books to the seme place, It is a matter
of conjecture whether these patrons visited other branches of the county
library, & school library, a city library or the Michigan State Library.

It cannot be determined from this survey.

Table XXV shows the type of use the library patrons made of the
branch during the period of the survey., It is a summary of the reasons
those interviewd gave for visiting the lidbrary, and of their intended
activity while there. The majority of the people did not read in the library,
4id not visit it with specific titles of books which they wanted to borrow,
often did not return books, did not intend to avail themselves of the
reference collection, and were self-sufficient in that they did not want

help from the lidbrarian.
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TABLE XXV

DISTRIBUTION OF TYPE OF LIBRARY SERVICES UTILIZED BY THE PATRONS OF THE
MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCH USERS SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Number of cases

Returned books

Read book

Read nmagazine

Read newspaner

Talcte out a previously
gselected book

Take out books from
selection available

Use reference material

Acked 21d of librarian

Total*

*These equal more than the
it was planned to use more

; Under 16 ; 16 end Over ; Total

: L17 : 389 : 806

' : : 45":1 <]
H £9.9 : 57.3 : 53,9 L9~
: 4.8 : 3.9 : 4.0 o v
: 6.0 : 3.1 : L.6 9¢ . &
: 0.2 : 1.3 : 0.7

: 36.4 : 35.2 : 35.9 &0
: : : | o=
: 74.3 : 74.8 : L6 .

: 3.1 : 2.3 : 2.7 -~

: 19.9 : 32.1 s 25,8

: 201.7 : 210.9 ¢ 20K, % 2o
: : : 5.

nunber of cases and more than 100 percent because
than one type of library service.

The frequency of vists of the borrower to the library combined

with the pattern of library usage outlined by their activities raises a

question. Once a week was the average interval for library visits although

once every two weeks, which ig the usual loan period for & book, wasg almost

as frequently specified in the revlies. It would be helpful if there had

been 2 way to determine whether the patrons generelly visited the library

on the same day of the weels,

If they did so, the question of the feasi-

bility of revlacing branches with bookmobiles would be well substantiated

since the books themselves were the predominent reasons for visiting the

library.

The nuriber of library users who participated in orgenization

activities was of interest to the librarians who thought there might be a

relationship between club particination and leaderchip in the camunity.



-7 -

They felt that such people would tend to be leaders and as such would be
helpful in promoting library use among the club members. It was found that
20.8 percent of the library patrons did not belong to any clubs and that 48
percent belonged to from ons to four clubs. Of the portion who belonged to
clube, 65.5 percent held one or more offices: or to rephrase 1t, 35 pesrcent
of the patrons over 16, held offices in one or more clubs (see Tablee XXVI

end XXVII).

TABLE XXVI

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION AMD EXTENT COF CLUB PARTICIPATION AMONG LIBRARY USERS
AGE SIXTEEN ANDOVEROF THE 389 MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BERANCH USERS SURVEYED
DECEMBFR, 1946

Percent

Fumber of cases 389
None 20,8
One 1702
Two 13.6
Three 10.8
Four 6.4
Five 3.1
Six 1.0
Seven 0.3
Eight 0.3

Fine -
Ten or over 1.5
No data given 20.8
Total 100.9

TABLE XXVII
TYPES OF ORGANIZATIONS IN WHICH OFFICES WERE HELD BY 389 MICHIGAN COUNTY
LIBRARY USERS, AGE SIXTEEN AND OVER OF THE MICEIGAN COUNTY LIBERARY BRANCHES
SURVEYED DECEMBFR, 1946

Form organigations and garden clubs 1.6
Service clubs and vetern organizations 4.1
Fraternal organigetions or church groups 4.5
PTA, Child study, Women's clubd L,2

L4

Other types of orgenizations
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A comparison was made between the club memberse, age sixteen and
over, who held two or more offices (an indication of formal leadership)
and the 1library users age sixteen and over who held one or no clud officesu“.
While membership in clubs was held by 72.2 percent of the ajult library
users only one-fifth held two or more offices. The following tables
(Tables XXVIII to Table XXXIII) show how the club officers deviated from
the rest of the library users sixteen yeares of age and over.

The largest nnmﬁer of club officers wers in the thirty to thirty-
nine years age group as contrasted with non -club officer library users

where the greatest number was among the teen age group (eee Table XXVIII).

TABLE XXVIII

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY YEARS OF AGE OF 79 CLUB OFFICERS SIXTEEN YEARS
OF AGE AND OVER AND 310 NON-CLUB OFFICERS OF MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY
BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1546

:Cludb Officers tNon-Club Officers
:16 years of age and over:l6 years of age & over
Number of cases H 79 H 310
: :
16 - 19 : 16.5 : 25.4
20 - 29 : 10.1 : 16.8
30 - 39 H 20.3 : 18.4%
ko - 49 : 17.7 : 15.5
50 - 59 : 13.9 : 11.6
60 - 69 H 17.7 s 5.8
70 and over : 3,8 : 6.5
Total H 100.9 H 100,90
3 :

There were & higher percent of men club officers using the library

than were represented among the remaining adults (see Table XXIX).

*¥In order to facilitate simplicity of expressions, the library users who
held two or more offices are designated "club officers™ while the library
user who held only one office or no office in organisgations are called
"non club officers®.
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TABLE XXIX

PERCENTAGE SEX DISTRIBUTION OF 79 CLUB OFFICERS,SIXTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND
OVER, AND 310 NON-CLUB OFFICERS OF MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SUR-
VEYED DECEMBER,1946

: Club Officers :  Non-Clud Officers

116 years of age and over:16 yeare of age and over
Fumber of cases H 79 : 310
Nales : 26.6 : 23.2
Temales : €9.% : 76.5

: :
No information : 3.8 : 0.3

Total H 100,90 H 100.0
: :

The edncational attainments of the club-officers were somewhat
higher than the non club-officer library users; 34.9 percent of the club-
officers had had some college education as compared with 25.9 percent of

the non officers (see Table XXX).

TABLE XXX

PERCENTAGE EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 79 CLUB OFFICEZRS TWENTY-FIVE
YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, AND 228 NON CLUB-OFFICERS TWENTYZFIVE YEARS OR
OVER MICHIGAR COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1 946

Club Officers : Non-Club officers
25 years of age and over:25 years of age and over
Fumber of cases 79 s 228

¥o school years : - : 0
Gr.»de. 1 - u 3 1.6 H 009
" 5-6 : - : 1.3
Completed grade school @ 6.6 H 21.9
High school 1 - 3 : 26.2 : 16.2
Completed high school : 26.2 $ 29.9
College 1 - 3 : 24,6 : 13,2
Completed college H 14.8 : 12.7
No information H - H 3.9
Total H 100.0 H 100.90
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Because a very large percentage of the library users did not give
any information about their occupation it is not justifiable to draw any
reliable conclusions on the basis of the percentages which appear in Table
XXXI. However, of those who replied, one-fifth of the club officers were
in the professional or semi-professional classifications as against only
one-seventh of the non club-officers. Only 1.3 percent of the club officers
wvere farm opersators or farm laborers while 5.4 percent of the remaining

library users were in this catagory.

TABLE XXXI

PERCENTAGE OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF 79 CLUB OFFICERS,SIXTEEN YEARS OF
AGE AND OVER, 310 NON CIUB-OFFICERS IN MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES
SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Total 100.0 100.0

:Club officers ¢ Non-club officers
:16 years of age:lf years of age and over
: and over s
Number of cases H 79 H 310
: s
Professional and semi- : :
professional : 20.2 $ 14,2
: : :
Clerical and business : 16.5 : 7.7
: g
Farm operator H 1.2 : 3.5
: 3
Yarm laborere : (o} s 1.9
: s
Craftsmen : 7.1 : 4.5
: :
Non-farm laborers : 1.3 : 1.6
Service workers : :

(emcept domestics) : 15.2 : 12.6
Other : 2.5 : 7.7
¥o information : 35,4 : hé.?

H s
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The club officers borrowed and purchased more books than the others
but not as many club officers were members of book clubs (see TableXXXI1I).
With the exception of pictures and a very slight emphasis on filme and maps
the club officers were not as interested in borrowing a variety of materials

from the library as were the non club-offl cer library users (see Table XXXIII).

TABLE XXXII

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SOURCES FR(M WHICH 79 CLUB OFFICERS SIXTEEN
YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, OBTAINED READING MATTER COMPARED WITH 310 NON
CLUB-OFFICERS MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER,19546

Club Officers
16 years of age and over

Non Club-Officers
16 years of age and over

e oo 00

:

Fumber of cases : 79 : 310
Borrowed : 36.7 : : 26.8
Received as gifts ‘ 17.2 17.1
Purchased f 4.2 : 4.2
Library only ; 19.0 ; 20.6
Book clnd : 11.4 : 12,6
Other ‘ 2,5 : 0.6
No information : 24,0 : 31.6

Total cases* 145.5 : 133.5

*Percentages are dbased on the number of persons responding. Tables for the
various sources exceed 100 percent because some persons reported more than
one source.
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TABLE XXXIII

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF TYPES OF MATERIAL WHICH 79 CLUB OFFICERS,
SIXTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO BORROW FROM
LIBRARIRS COMPARED WITH 310 NON CLUB-OFFICERS, MICHIGAN (O UNTY LIBRARY
ERANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Club Officers
16 yeers of age and over:l6 years of age and over

Non Club-Officers

: :
: :
: :
Number of cases H 79 H 310
: $
Books only : 35.4 H 33.9
Magazines : 26.5 : %.2
Phonograph records : 10.1 : 18.1
Sheet music 3 6.3 : 11.3
Pictures : 1.4 : 5.8
Films H 8.8 H 7.0
Maps : 6.3 : L.8
Other : - : 2.6
No information : 24,0 : 21,6
Total* H 128.8 H 129,232

*Percentages are based on mumber of pereons replying. Totals for the
various sources exceed 100 percent since some persons indicated more than
one type of material.

County libraries in Michigan, for the most part, have confined their
lending services to books and a small number of periodicals, which are
generally the property of the local library branches and not a service from
the county library headquerters. However, two-thirds of the library users
interviewed expressed interest in being able to obtain audio-vigual materials
through the libraries (eee Table XXXIV). There was an unugual amount of
interest in music and phonograph. records and comparatively little in mape

and pictures which are the two supplementary services libraries most often

supply.
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TABLE XXXIV

PERCENTAGES DISTRIBUTION OF TYPES OF MATERIALS WHICH LIBRARY USERS WOULD
LIKE TO BE ABLE TO BORROW FROM LIBRARIES, MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES
SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

:_Under 16 :_1€ end over : Total _
Number of cases : 417 389 : 806
: : :
Books only : 30,7 ¢ 34.2 : 32.4
Megazines ¢ 16.5 4.7 : 20.5
Phonogreph records : 18,7 : 16.5 : 17.6
Sheet music ¢ 17.0 10.3 : 13.8
Pictures : 10.1 6.9 : 8.€
Tilms : 8.6 : 7.5 : 8.1
Maps : L8 5.1 H 5.C
Other H 0.5 2.1 H 1.2
Ho information : 0,2 22.1 : 26.3
Total* t 137.1 ¢ 129, : 133.5

*Percentages are based on numbers of persons responding. Totals for the
various sources exceed 100 percent since some persons indiceted more than

ons type of material,

Without knowing more about the type of phonograph records and sheet
music the library users desired it was impossible to evaluate the importance
of this item to the future policy of county libraries. A comparison was made
between the persons, age sixteen years and over, who were interested in sheet
music and phonograph records and the rest of the adult library users, to
determine where the music patrons deviated from the total sample“5.

0f the 85 (21.8 percent) people want ing mueic, 52.9 percent wanted
only phonograph records, 24.8 percent wanted only sheet music, amd 22.3
percent wanted to have both gheet music and phonogreph records available.

Tables XXXV to XXXVII which follow illustrate the differences between the two

groups.

*2 In order to facilitate simplicity of expression, the library users who
desired to borrow phonograph records or sheet music are designated "™Music
Patrons", While the library users who were not interested in these materials
are called "Nom Music-Patrons®.
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The variations in reading interests between the two groups were
significant. The non music-petrons liked adventure, romance and mystery
gtories. On the other hand, historical novels, adventure books, and biography
were the types of books most often specified by the music-patrons. In
addition, they ranked books sbout art, music, and crafts eighth in their

list of preferences and the non music-patrons ranked the music books tenth.

TABLE XXXV

PERCENTAGE AGE DISTRIBUTION OF 85 MUSIO-PATRONS, SIXTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND
OVER, AND 304 NON-MUSIC PATRONS IN MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES
SURVEYED DBCEMBER, 1946

Musgic Patrons _ Non Music-Patrons

: :
Fumber of cases : 85 : 304
: :
Age 16 - 19 : 38.9 : 19.3
" 20 - 29 : 18,8 : 14.5
" 30 -39 s 22 .4 : 17.8
¥ 50 - 59 : 10,5 : 12.5
" 60 - 69 H 1.2 H 10.2
* 70 and over : 0 : 2.6
Total H 100,.0 H 100,0
: :
TABLE XXXVI

PERCENTAGE EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 48 MUSIC-PATRONS, TWENTY-FIVE
YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, AND 241 NON MUSIC-PATRONS TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE
AND OVER, MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946.

: Music-Patrons ¢ Non Music-Patrons
125 years of age & over:25 years of age & over
Number of cages 3 48 s 241
H H
No school years - H :
Grade school 1 - 4 years H 2.1 $ 0.8
" . 5-6 " : 2.1 : 0.8
Completed grade school $ 10.4 $ 20.3
High echool 1 = 3 years : 14,6 : 19.1
Completed high school s 18.7 : 31.2
College 1 = 3 years H 25,0 : 13.7
Completed college H 25.0 : 10.8
Wa 2l rncwemadd ow ° S 9 ° ~



TABLE XXXVII
PERCENTAGE OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF 85 MUSIC-PATRONS, SIXTEEN YEARS

OF AGE AND OVER AND 304 NON MUSIC-PATRONS, MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES
SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Music-Patrons : Non Music-Patrons

oo oo oo

Professional and semi-profession-:

al H 20,0 : 14,1
Clerical and business : .7 : 10.9
Farm operators : 1.2 : 3.6
Yarm laborers : 3.5 : 0.9
Craftsmen s 4,7 : 5.3
Non farm laborers : 1.2 : 1.6
Service workers (except : :
domestics H 14.1 : 12.9
Other : 7.0 : 6.5
No information : 43.6 : by, 2
Total H 100,90 H 100,0

Many of the library patrons interviewed concentrated part of their
reading on special interests. In Chapter VII the special reading interests
of the readers in one branch library were listed, The diversity of this
list 1s suggestive of the wide variety of speciaslized reading interecsts
prevalent among the entire sample.

¥Vhere people obtain books they read has been the subject of several
research studies. A recent survey in Washington, D, C. disclosed that books

were obtained from several different sourcesusx

46 myashington Post surveye Capital's reading habits.® Publisher's weekly,
v. 150, pp. 2991-2. November 30, 1946. TFor a more extensive study of this
question see the report of the survey conducted by the Book Industry

Committee of the Book manufacturing institute. Henry C. Link and Henry A.

Hopf. DPeople and books; a study of readinz and book-buying habits. Book
manufacturers institute, New York, 1946. pp. 55-127 and 157-162.
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34 percent were purchased
28 " ®*  Dborrowed from friends

18 " ®  obtained through book clubs
14 " "  from rental libraries

5 ' "  gecured from the public library
3 . " from other sources

In the Michigan county library branch users studied the largest
number of library patrons obtained books by borrowing (see Table XXXVIla).
Only 12.3 percent of the adults and 3.8 percent of the children belonged to
book clubs.

TABLE XXXVIIa

SOURCES FROM WHICH LIBRARY USERS OBTAIN READING MATTER, MICHIGAN COUNTY
LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMEER, 1946*

: : :
: Under 16 : 16 and over : Total
t___Percent : Percent ¢ Percent

: 3 :
Borrowed : 32.6 28.8 : 30,8
Received as gifts H 32,9 ¢ 17.2 : 25.3
Purchased : 23.7 26.2 : 4.9
Lidrary only s 16.5 ¢ 20.3 : 18.4
Book club H 3.8 12.3 : 7.9
Other : 1.2 : 1.0 : 1.1
No information : H.5 ¢ 30,1 32.4
Total cases : 145.,2 135.9 : 140.8

*Percentages are based on the number of persons responding. Tables for
the various sources exceed 100 percent since some persons reported more
than one source.

These then, are the library patrons of the state; the young, the
village dwellers, the native-born white people of the better educated and
higher economic groups. A discussion of the implications of these facts
for the county libraries will be reserved until a later chapter after an
analysis of the habits of book selection among the library ueers has been

made.



CHAPTER IX
BOOK SELECTION AND BOOK USE -- THE STATE PICTURE

A presentation of the habits of the library users in the Michigan
County library branches surveyed would be incomplete without information
on the reading habits and tastes of the patrons, Part II of the Library
Users Schedule (see Appendix A for semple) was designed to obtain infor-
mation about the 897 books which the 806 library users returned during the
period of the interviewing. This chapter contains an analyeis of the
opinions which the library users held about the books they returned, infor-
mation abot;t the number of peréona reading the books while they were
checked out, and a comparison of the subject matter of the books returned
with the subjects about which the library users indicated they liked to
read according to the 1list of subjects the interviewer gave them.

This information is, of course, limited to a comparison of the
books returned at the time of the interview. There is & possibdility that
the results were not indicative of the library users' usual reading habits,
bat the resulting classification is very similar to the choices they made
of their favorite types of reading (see Tables XXXVIII and XXXIX).

Table XXXVIII compares the pubject matter of the books returned
by the library users sixteen years of age and over, and the topics on which
they stated they liked best to rsad. The lighter types of fiction predomi-
nated; romance, historical fiction and mystery stories were the first three
choices of the library users. The books they returned varied only slightly,
romance, mystery and western being largest in number., Table XXXIX repeats

the 1listing of the types of reading matter best liked by adult library users
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and compares it with the types of reading materials liked by the children.
It is shown that the divergence of interest is wide; only one item, mystery
stories, which ranked third for the adults appeared among the first three
choices of the juvenile readers, and for the latter it had first place.
Animal and adventure storles were second and third choices.

The fact that a little more than half, 59 percent of the patrons
under sixteen and 57 percent of those aged sixteen and over, did not return
any books at the time interviewed, accounts for the small number of books
available for analysis in comparison with the number of persons interviewed.

0f the books returned by the children 97.3 percent were borrowed by
or for the child returning them. Among the booke returned by thelibrary
users aged sixteen years and over, 93.9 percent were checked out personally
and another 2.3 percent of the books they returned were borrowed by someone
elge other tlan those returning the books, This proportion indicates clearly
that in the library dbranches surveyed the patron represented himself alone,
niho times out of ten, and not a whole family of readers.

The books returned by the person who read them were analyzed to ses
why that particular book was chosen, and to discover what opinion the
library ussr had of the book after reading it. The young people completely
read 73 percent of their books whereas the adults finished 84.9 percent of
the books they returned. Since the help of the librarian was requested only
in the selection of 19 percent of the books checked out by children, it is
not mrprising to find that one-fourth were not completely read.

Only six percent of the books returned by library users under six-

tesn years of ages, however, were disliked compared with 71 percent which
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TABLE XXTVIII

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF TYPES OF READING MATERIALS BZST LIKED BY 215
ADULY LIBRARY USERS, SIXTEE: YRARS OF AGF AD OVER, AID SUBJECT MATTER
OF 3°9 ADUL?T BOOKS RETURNED, MICHIGAN COUFTY LIBRARY 3RANCHES SURVZYED,
DECEMBER, 1946,

TYP7?S OF R ADT. 6 VATEIAL OuoveveceoBesacseeolOuereneeal euneenea®eunnn.ald

Pct. @ H : : H
Romance 19,1 XOOTTYYYYXY XYY XXXV N XXX XY XV Y XXXX XXX

3.7 ST L]
Historicel fiction 14,0  0OIYXY T XMIIIYMNYIVYYTC U X XY XX NYX

0.0 ///11111117117111111]

Mystery 13,8 O XXXIMXNX XX XTXIXIYY XX
13,2 /1T
Adventure 10.2 XXX IXXIXXXXIXXYXYX

e [T

Yesterns 6.5 xyxo xyyyvyyx
0.7 [/1111110111711111177
Art, msic &nd 4.2 XxXXXXXXX
aa‘ts 08 //
Biograrhy 4,2 xxXxXXXITX
3 //1111 1]
Yenily 1life fiction 3.7 xxxooxx
c /111111111111
Current af‘ei:s 3.3  XXXXXXX
a.c /1111111
History 2.8 xrxxx
e /111111
Religious fiction 2.8 wxxxvx
o /1111
Aninal ¢ 2.3 uxyxx
.3 //]
Blograrhicrl fiction 2,2 rxyryx
oo 11171
Philosorhy,nsrchiolopy 2.3 xxoxx
religon .5 |/
Home end ferily 1.4 »x
living 1.5 /// v
Fairy toles .0 =
.3/
Farn 5 x
1.u ///
Science . x
.5/
Farm ficti-n c.,0 7~
1.2 ///
lature 0,0 O
c.0 9
All others 1.8 xxxx
2.2 /1111

Lesendt Best liked: ryyxxy
Tonk:s returred: /////
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TABLE XXXIX

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF TYPES OF READI'; MATTIRIALS BEST LIKED BY 215
ADULT LIBRARY USERS, SIXTEEN Y-AES OF AGE AND OVER, AND 255 JUVENILE
LTBRARY US®RS, MICHIGAN COU'ETY LIBRARY BRAKCHZS SURVEYED, DECEMBER,1946.

T:P7§ OF RIATI G VATZEIALS

Ronance
Historical fiction
Mystery

Adverture
Vesterns

Art, misic, and
crafts

Siorarhy

Tenily life fiction
Current 2affoirg
History

Relisious fiction

Aninals

Biograhicel fiction

Philosophy,psychology,

religion

Home and fenily
living

Tairy tales
Farm

Science

Ferm fiction
Hature

All other

Lefend:  Adulte
‘hildren

Pet,
19,1

[
I B
® & o o o

~ - -y -
GO ONO2. 2,0, 2P, DOPIPFL N NN AN ND RO
NOHAOPOOVNONNIVORPENOWNPWNDADAMNOIANONWDNCIACE B T WO D

[T

XxXrx

111/

OC0....l..s....l'..10.....00015Q.......mll'.....25

XXX FXY XY XXX XTI XX XX XX XX XXX XXX XXX

1111117111711

YIXXXYYYYY XXXV IXYY XY IYYXY Y XXXX

111111111

XXXXX Y IXYXTXIY VX IXYIYVYYX

HIETIIEIIILITI R 111l

XIXTYVXNXIY XXX YXIIVXY.

[T

XNFEXYT XY IX
111111111111

XX XXX XX

/111
XXXXYXXX
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were enjoyed. Among the adult readers 76 percent of the books reed were
definitely liked, 14 percent were acceptable, and there were 12,5 percent
of the titles which they would not recommend to others.

The library users had many different reasons for reading a certain
book (gee Teable XXXX). Personel choice, which included random selection
and interest in & subject or an author, was the reason given by three-fourths
of the adults and over half of the juvenile library users for choosing par-
ticular bocke. The recommendation of the librarian was depended upon by
nine percent of the children and 19.2 percent of the adult library users.
The next most frequent method used by both the children and the adults to
8id in the selection of books was recommended by a friend; this frequency
wes eight percent, Advertising helped in the selections of 7.3 percent of
the adult books. The library users under sixteen used only advertisements
in the library for guidance, but the adults selected books from among those

advertised in thelibrary, in megezines and newspapers and over the readio.

TABLE XXXX

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF REASON GIVEN BY LIBRARY USERS FOR HAVING CHOSEN
THE BOOK RETUENED AT TINE OF THE INTERVIEW, MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCH
USERS SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

: Under 16 ¢ 16 and over : Total
: Number : Percent:Number : Percent : Number : Percent
1.Personel choice : 304 : 76.0: 218 : 63.4 : 522 : 70.8
2.Pecommended by : : H : : H
librarian : 34 ¢ 9.0: 66 : 19,2 : 100 : 13.6
3.Recommended by @ : : : : :
friend : 32 : 8.0 ¢ 27 : 7.8 : 59 8.0
L Advertised : 12 3.0: 25 : 7.3 37 5.2
5.5uggested in : : 3 : : :
book list : 2 1.0 @ 6 : 1.7 8 : 1.8
6.A11 other : : : : : :
reascns : 5 1.0: 14 : 41 19 2.6
7.Fo information : 7 ¢ 2.0 :_ 14 41 21 2.8
Total®* ¢ 393 : 100,0 ¢+ 344 :107.6 : 737 : 104.8
*Percentages are based on numbers of books returned by library users which

they hed borrowed for their own use. Total exceeds 100 percent because some
had more then one reason for chooeing a particular book.
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It was more difficult to obtain definite reactions about the 8.4
percent of the books which had been borrowed for someone else by the children
and the 18.6 percent so borrowed by the adults. In such cases the person
interviewed could give only his own opinion of the reader's reaction. Most
of the library users thought the books they returned for others were satis-
factory and only a small percentage of the books were known to have been
definitely dieliked. Thie was true of 6.4 percent of the booke the children
returned and 7.5 percent of those returned by the library users aged sixteen
and over.

In the majority of cases the persons interviewed thought that of
the books they returned for others had been read. These proportions were
83.7 percent of the books returned by the library users under sixteen years
of age and 54.8 percent of thogs returned by adults.

The judgment of the library patron in the selection of reading
materiel for another pereon was relied upon more frequently when the patron
doing the selecting was en adult., Only 27.7 percent of the books returned
by library patrons sixteen years of age and over had been specifically re-
quested by the readers; 36.2 percent of those returned by the young people
had been 80 requested. The librarian had recommended 12.8 percent of the
books borrowed for someone else which were returned by the children. The
comparable figure for adults was 24.7 percent. In other age groups close to
50 percent of the books choeen for readers at home were left to the personal
selection of the library patrons.

The number of people residing at the library users' homes was referred

to in the last chapter. It was found that the medisn number of reeidents in
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the homes of the library usere under sixtecen years of age wes between four
and five and that, for the adults, itwms between three and four. Households
of five, six or seven were very frequently represented by the children.
According to the reports of the persons interviewed, 27.8 percent of the
'boqks returned by the children had been used by other family membere and 23
percent of those returned by adulte, In addition, only 0.9 p?rcent of the
children were uncertain about the possibility of anyone else having read the
book while it was in their homee as opposed to 21.5 percent of the adults.
This would indicate that even though the percentage of books taken out
gpecifically for some other member of the family was smell, still the other
memberg had some access to the library through reedirg the books which the
1ibrary users borrowed for their own reading.

The lidrery users in the Michigan county branch libraries appeared
to rely on the branch as a source of recreational and escape reading for the
moet part. The place which advertising within the library held in the
children's selection of books was small but potentially - significent. It
suggeets the possibility of widening the young library users! tastes in
reading by attractive and informative displays in the libraries. In order
to determine the value which the findings on the comparative likes and use
of books by the readers might have for county librarians, it wo uld be necessary
to analyze the book stocks of the libraries. In order to make such comparisons
it would be well to use the same list of subjects which was used in obtaining
the information about the library users reading preferences, and in classifying
the books they returned. It was beyond the scope of the present study to

undertake the comparison. The physicel surroundings in t he branch, and the
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qualifications of the librarians were studied to see what influence they
might have on the reading habite of the patrons., A composite picture of
the twenty-three county library branches studied is presented in the next

chapter.



CHAPTER X

A COMPOSITE LIBRARY BRANCH AND ATTENDANT -~ THE LIBRARY AGENCY QUESTIONNAIKE
AND THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LIBFARY ATTENDANT

After the survey of the Michigan County library users had been
completed the first summary of ite results was given at the February, 1947
meeting of the County Library Section of the Michigan Librery Association.
The county librariang stated that the material would have more meaning for
them if they knew something about the towns where the branches were located,
the services of the branch libraries, and the qualifications of the library
attendante., Consequently, a questionnaire was designed to gather informa-
tion on these subjects and sent to all the County Librarians (see sample in
Appendix A). The results were analyzed and are presented heres as a composite
picture of a typical county library branch and library attendantd?,

The branch iteelf in this : composite picture would be situated in

a community of 1200 persons (see Figure 11). There would be a public school

' o....00...5'.....'.10'.....0‘15'.......20

Under 125_0 ) 0.000:0.0/0000004500000000004
1250-2499 XXXXXX

2500=4999 XXX

5000 and over IXXXXXXX

Some of these communities are townships or county units rather than towns.
Tor this reason the communities with populations over 2500 cannot be
interpreted to be uniformly urban. Population figures used are baged on
the 1940 Census where availasble. Otherwise the smurces used were the
State Highway Planning Msp figures and the Department of Public Instruction
1iet of High School Communities in Michigan.

. Fig. 11
POPULATION DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNITIES SERVED BY THE MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY
ERANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

47mvo widely different descriptions of rural communities. West, James, pseud.
Plainsville, U,S,A. Columbia U. press, 1945. Granville Hicks. Small town.

Few York, Macmillan, 1946.
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of 12 gredes with between 300 and 500 pupils. Probably there would be no
parochial school but if there were one, it would hsve approximately 45 pupils

and would have clacses for the first eight grades (see Fig, 12).
Educetional Facilities Number of Branches

Oo..'o-o..50000-0¢.10...0000.15...0-0‘.20

Public Schools

Grades
8th Grade School X
12 " » XX
No information ) 0.0:0.4

Xumber-c¢{ 2 2ils
Lese than 100

100 - 300 XXXXXXXXXX
300 « 500 IXXEXXXX XXX
500 - 1000 XXXXXX
No information ) 9000000004
Parochial Schools
Grades
None ) 9.009:0.000.00000000000.0000004
8th Grades XXXXXX
9 Grades XX
10 Grades XX
Number of Pupils
l -5 xxx
50 - 100 XX
100 =« 150 0
150 -« 200 xxxx
Fig. 12

DISTRIBUTION COF EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES AVAILABLE AMONG THE MICHIGAN COUNTY
LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946.

The circulation of the branch (see Fig. 13) would be about 47 books
per day open, and it would be open 15 hours a week, It would circulate
spproximately 600 books a month and 6,500 a year. Considering that its book
stock would be 1,200 books this represents five circulations a year per book,

and & use of five books per capita. The Americen Library Aseociation
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sugegest a stock of 3,600 books for a tom of this size and a yearly circula-
tion of 12,000 booko"ﬂ. However, the people in this typical community would
have accese to many more books than thoge in their own library through the
county library headquarters. The cunty librarian wuld not only supply
specially requested titles, but would keep the book collection in the branch
changing contimiously. Because of this, it would seem that the average cir-

culation should approech thel2,000 merk.
Lirculation Nugber of Rranches

0.00...c.oS'o-o....IOo-ooboo.ls........zo

Yearly

No information XXXX

0 - 1999 (0]

2000 - 3999 xxx

4000 - 5999 XXX XXXXX

6000 - 7999 XXXXXXXXXXXX

8000 - 9999 XXX

10,00 and over XXX
Monthly

No information XXX

0 - 199 0

200 - 399 X

400 - 599 ).0.0.0.0.:0:0:0.000.6¢

600 - 799 D 0.9:0.0.0.0.0.000 04

800 - 999 (o}

1,000 and over TXXXXXXX
Daily

No information ).0.0,0.0:6.4

0 -19 0

20 - 39 IXXXXXIXXX

40 - 59 XXXXXXXXXX

60 - 79 XIXXXX

80 - 9 xxx

100 and over XX

Figures are for last completed year and month, and daily average for last
completed month, as of December,1946.

Pig. 13
DISTRIBUTION OF YEARLY, MONTHLY, AND DAILY CIRCULATION FIGURES FOR MICHIGAN
COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED, DECEMBER, 1946

FRMarian L. Mosier. The small public library, p. 18
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The people in the community would have access to from eleven to
fifteen magazines in their library (see Figure 14) in addition to the books.
0f these, womens' and home magagzines, periodicals for children, and sport
and out-door types would be the most frequently available. Apnendix B con-
taing a complete title list of the magazines available in the branches

studied.

Types of magazines Frequency
o...0.....5'.......10'..‘0...15

Women and Home
Juvenile 0 0.0.0.0.00000000000.000090 4
Sport and Outdoor D.0.:0:00.0.0.0.0.0:00 ¢
Yarm XXX XXXXX
Monthly and Quarterly Reviews IXXXXXXX
Popular Science and Mechanics IXXXXXXX
Fiction XXX
General Weeklies XXX

News Weeklies xxx
Pictorial Xxx

Radio and Movies xxx

Other xXxx
Digests XX

Health and Hygiene XX
Religious x

Travel and Geography XX

There was a total of 58 different titles available in the 23 county librery
branches_studied

Pig. 14
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF TYPES OF MAGAZINES AVAILABLE IN THE MICHIGAN
COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946
The services of the librarian, the reading facilities for both adults
and children, the reference facilities for the library users, the lighting,
thelibrary exhibite, neatness and attractiveness of the library, and the

prominence of the eign would be fairly satisfactory in the estimation of the
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county librarians, judged by the equipment with which the local library
attendant had to work., The window display space in the library and ex-
hibits of bonks and talks at meetings would be limited and very likely

there would be no story hour held for the children, except in those cases
vhere the county librarian could find times to give this extra help, or
wvhen a special effort would be made guch as during book week or at Christmas

time. (See Fige. 15 to 24 inclusive)

Quality of Attendants! Service Number of Branches
0.........5........10........15
No information XXX XXX XXX ’
Unsatisfactory XXX
Satisfactory D9:0.0:0:0.0.0.000.000.06 ¢
Excellent TR XXX
Fig. 15

DISTRIBUTION OF QUALITY OF THE LIBRARY ATTENDANTS'SERVICE AMONG THE
MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946.

BReading Facilities Number of Braunches
DeevocecceDeveceseellecceeneel’
Fo information 0
Unsatigfactory XXX XXX XXX
/1111111
Satisfactory P9.000060.000006000000004
TN
Excellent XXXXXXXX
/111
Legend: xxx Adult
[l] Juvenile
Fig. 16

TYPE OF READING FACILITIES FOR ADULTS AND CHILDRER IN MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY
BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946
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Beference Facilities _ Number of Branches
o-oo.oo0005..o-o.o.lOo.-uooo'lSa'oo--0020

No information (o}

Unsatisfactory D.0.0:0.0.00000.0008:000.000 ¢
Satisfactory )9.0:0.0.0.0.:00.:0:0.000/0.006000000.¢
Excellent 0

Pig. 17

TYPE OF REFERENCE FACILITIES AVAILABELE IN MICHIGAN COUNTY LIERARY BRANCHES
SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Quality of ILighting Nuober of Branches
O.vveceeoeBecccceselOenreceeelbeeneeeesl0

Ko information 0

Uneatisfactory IXXXXXXXIXX. .

Satisfactory ) 0.0.0.0:0.000.0000000000000000.0¢

Excellent XXX

Pig. 18

QUALITY OF LIGHTING AVAILAELE IN MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES
SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Quality of Fxhibits _ Number of Braunches
OuceeoooooeBeseceseelOevescoeel5ececeees0

No information 0

Unsatisfactory P.0.9.0.0.000.0009.00009900¢
Satisfactory ).9.0:9:0.0.0.000006000000000004¢
Excellent XXX

Fig. 19

QUALITY OF EXHIBITS IN MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER,1946

Neatness Nunber of Branches
000...oooost-oooo-oIOonoc.oool5o.oo....20

No information XXX

Unsatisfactory 0

Satisfactory P 009.00090.9000000000050.0.04

Excellent P.9.0.0.0.0.000.0.00 ¢

Fig, 20

NEATNESS AND ATTRACTIVENESS OF LIBRARY IN MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY
BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946
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Sign Nunber of Branches
0.........5........10........15........20

None XXXXXX

Unsatisfactory IXXXXXXX

Satisfactory P90000000.0.0000000000004

Excellent XXX

Fig, 21

PROMINENCE OF SIGN OVER LIBRARY IN MICHIGAN COUNTY LIERARY BRANCHES
SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Jdndow Displays Number of Brenches
o.........s........10........15....‘...20
None XXXXXXXX
Unsatiafactory )90:00009000000006.00.04
Satisfactory XXXXXX
Excellent XXXXXX
Fig. 22

QUALITY OF WINDOW DISPLAY SPACE AVAILABLE IN THE MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY
BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

kso.uooocooosoooooo0-1000000000150000000020

Fo information Ixxx

I
None XXX

1111111111
Unsatisfactory

. 1111111111111

Satisfactory XXXXXX

/11111
Excellent x

I/

Legend: XX - Exhibits
/] - Telks

Fig. 23

RANGE OF QUALITY OF EXHIBITS AND TALKS AT MEETINGS AMONG THE MICHIGAN
COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946
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Stary Hours Number of Branches
00000000.050000000.100.00..00150.0.0.0.20
No information X
None P 2.0:0:0:0.00:0.000.0:0.004
Unsatisfactory IXXXXXXX
Satisfactory XXX XXX
Excellent XXXX
Tig., 24

NUMBYR OF LIBRARIES HAVING STORY HOURS FOR CHILDREN AMONG MICHIGAN
COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

The librarian of this typical dbranch would be between fifty-five
and sixty-five years of age. She would be a2 high school graduate and
have a first grade library certificate. For additional training she would
attend the State Library vocational workshops and if the County library

hae staff meetings she would attend them as well, (See Figures 25, 26, and 27.)

Nunber of Attendants
o.......‘.5...0....10.'.....015....‘...20

Age Grouwp
15 - 24 xx
25 - 34 XXX
35 - U4 XXXX
s - 54 }9.0.0.0.0.0:0.0.0 ¢
55 - 64 TXXXXXXXXXXX
65 and over XXX

Fig. 25

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF ATTENDANTS IN THE MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES
SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Nugber of Attendapts
o‘..0000005..000.0010000000.015..000.0.20

Education
Grade School 0
Some High School XX
High School
Graduation P0.0:6.0.00000000.0000.000004
Some College XXXXXXXXX
College Graduation 0
Library School 0
Pig. 26

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LIBRARY ATTENDANTS IN THE MICHIGAN
COUNTY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946
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Number of Attendants
o.'.......s'.......10........15........20

Certificate Number

Automatic ho 4
First Grade ) 9.0:00000000000090009.0004
Second Grade XX
None xxxxx
No Information XXXXXXXX
Pig. 27

CERTIFICATION CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LIBRARY ATTENDANTS IR THE MICHIGAN
COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1546

Vhile many of the libraryattendants will have spent their entire
lives in the same community, the typical attendant would have lived there
about thirty years (see Figure 28). However, she would not have been the
librarian for a very long period of time., Most probably she has been in
the library for about three years (Figure 29). Because of her library work
she would not hold offices in clubs or organizations but she would be a

member of four of them (Figure 30).
Numher af Attendants

Years of Residence Ooo-oo-oooSoooooo.-lOooco-o.olSo-ooa-0.20
l1-10 xxx
11 - 20 XXX
21 - 30 ) 9.0:0.0.0.0.0 ¢
31 - 40 XXX XXXXXX
k1 - 50 XXXXXX
51 - 60 <
51 - 70 XXxX
Fig. 28

DISTRIBUTION OF YEARS OF RESIDENCE IN TEE COMMUNITY OF LIBRARY ATTENDANTS
IN MICHIGAN COUNTY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1 946.
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Years of Service Nupber of Attendants
O.........S......-.10........15........20
Less than one XX
Less than three P0.0.0.009000994
Less than five XXXXXX
Less than seven XXXXXX
Less than nine XXXXXXXX
Less than eleven XXXXXX
Fig. 29

DISTRIBUTION BY YFARS OF SERVICE OF LIBRARY ATTENDANTS IN MICHIGAN
COUNTY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Llub Participation Nugber of Attendapis
0.........5........10........15........20
Membership
None XXXXXX
One XXXXXXXX
Pwo XXX
Three IXXXXXXXXX
Your XXX
Five x
Offices Held
None XXX XXX XXXXXXXX
One XXX TXXXXXXX
Two XXXXXXXX

Fig. 30

FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF CLUB PARTICIPATION BY LIBRARY ATTENDANTS
OF MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

One item of significance for the county librarians is the reading
habits of the library attendent. On the average she would read about
four books & month (see Figure 31). These would be apt to be higtorical
novels or history or travel books although sometimes the library attendant
would choose blography or biographical novels instead (see Figure 32).
During the six months previous to the survey she probably read about fif-
teen books, some for her own enjoyment, and some from a sense of duty.
Undoubtedly the branch librarian would have glanced through ten to twenty

more in order to know something of their contente. The library attendant
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would do little reading of children's books. To keep up with current
heppenings the typical librarian wuld read approximately four magazines
and skim many more as they were brought into the library for circulation,

Despite the fact that the library attendant read only a few or no
children's books she would report that working with the young people was
the most enjoyable phase of her library work, Second in enjoyment is the
daily contact with people which being in the library brings her (see
Pigure 33).

In general, the typical librarian would be a mature person, in-
terested in her community, aware of the strong points and the shortcomings
of the library service which is offered (see Figures 34 and 35).

Munber of Attendants.
0...0.0.0'5..000.'0100.0000-015.000.0..20

Books read
Hone xxx
One 0
Two b 9.00.0:0.4
Three xxxx
Four XXX XXXXXXXXXXX
Yive Xxxx
Six and Over XXXXXX

Fig. 31

TREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS R®AD IN THE PAST MONTH BY LIBRARY
ATTENDANTS OF TEE MICEIGAN COUNTY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946
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Fregquency Read
O.'..'.0.05..0.....10..0....'15..00..“20

Type of book
Historical
History and travel
Adventure
Biogrephy
Yamily Life Fiction
Biographical Fiction
Animal
Jarm
Religious
Romance
Current Affairs
Mystery
Western
Art, Music and Crafts
Farm
Home Life
Philosophy, Psychology,

Religious

; W“aaaaagggggg

Fig. 32

FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF TYPES OF BOCKS READ BY LIBRARY ATTENDANTS IN
MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Frequency Enjayed

00000.00005000-0'001001000000150000000020
Type of Work
Meeting people XXXXXXXXXX
Book selection with children XXXXXXXX
Children's story hour
Encouraging people to reed
Trying to understand
reading needs of people
Serving the public
All except shelving books
and questionnaires
Getting books ready for
the shelves
Issuing booke and having
satisfied patrons
Office work at headquarters
Postere and displays
Receiving and charging books
Shelving books
Tidy appesrance of library

MHHEHA B H ga ga

Fig. 33

FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTICN OF TYPES OF WORK ENJOYED MOST BY LIBEARY ATTENDANTS
IN MICHIGAN LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946
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Number of Rranches
0000'000005'0.0.'001000000'001500.'000020
Type of service

Adult Circulation XXXXXX
School Service and

Cooperetion XXX
Book Collection end work

with Children X
Circulation XXX
Generally Well Balanced =
Keeping the Schedule of

Opening Exactly xx
Convenience XX

Considerate Attention to

Desire of Each Patron X
Helping with Reference

Work for High School

Students XX _
Fig. 34

RANGE OF STRONGEST POIKTS OF SERVICE IN LIBRARY ATTENDANT!S OPINION RENDERED
BY MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946

Number of Branches
0'...0..'.5."‘..0.10.......015........20

Week Point

Lack of Reference Service
and Lack of Demands
for Same

Too few books

Too little ghelf room

Book Selection of Children

Lack of new patrons

Lack of complete card
catalog

No sign

Not enough adults using
library

No one part

No truck for outeide work

Publicity

Too short hours

¥ork with young adults

Work with high school

BHEHHRNE HY ﬁﬁggg

DISTRIBUTION OF WEAK POINTS OF SERVICE IN OPINION OF LIBRARY ATTENDANT
RENDERED BY MICHIGAN COUNTY LIERARY BRANCHES SURVEYED DECEMBER, 1946
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Thig composite picture of the library and the librarian may tend
to minimize the wide variety of types and quslity of library service given by
the twenty-three county library branches surveyed. However, the Figures
accompanying the chapter present the range of service in deteil.

To summarize it may be stated that escentially the branch library
attendants provide a2 medium by which people can obtain the books,mostly
light fiction, of their choice. A librarian who gave more attention to
public relations in the community, and who offered more personal help to
the patrons in their book choices should be able to encourage people to
widen their reading interests. Her own reading interests are broader than
those of her patrons and therefore she should be able to offer purposeful

guidance in book selection.



CHAPTER XI

IMPLICATIONS FOR ACTION IN MICHIGAN BASED ON RESULTS

A large amount of care on the part of the participating county
1idrarians wasg devoted to the selection of county library branches which
would be typical of the branches throughout the State and which would be
similar enough to each other to permit comparisons. The characteristics
of the sample of library users studied parallels the characteristics of
the State populatioh in certain basic characteristics and deviates widely
froﬁ it in others,perticularly in sex, age, education, and occupational
composition. Proposals which, if carried out, would tend to expand library
use among portions of the population now under-represented \will be made
in this chapter.

One of the outstanding discoveries was the disproportionate ratio
of women to men among the library users. The significance of this was
epparent throughout the study. The patrons were women; the types of books
liked best, romance and historical novels reflect this., The majority of
the magasines available in the branches were designed for women, Certainly
an effort should be made to perfect a plan for changing the sex ratio toward
one more typical of the state. It may be said that women have more time
for reading, which mey or may not be true. Nevertheless the men should heve
more of their interests represented by the book collections and megazines.
Furthermore, if the aim of the libraries is really to disseminate true infor-
mation, to provide authentic helps in opinion formation, to. combat prejudice
and to encourage an enlightened citizenry, the huge emphasis on recreational
reading and the lack of magculine library usere is to be deplored. Recree-

tional reading is necessary and delightful, but it must be supplemented by
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other types to a far greater extent than these statistics indicate it to be,
if the role of the library is to be Justified.

The use of the library by the older people and particulerly by the
persons in the active years of middle 1ife should be increased. The book
collection should be examined, the hours of opening, the techniques of
registration, and the possibility of different distribution points should be
studied as clues to discovering how to achieve this increase 14-8.

For some time the question of whether or not the branches were
sufficient to handle adult librery ervice without bookmobiles has been de-
bated. The branches furnish additional services whichadulte supposedly
desire. There is space to sit and read, there are reference books for con-
sultation, the branch ie available when the person desires and not for a
limited peribd only. The small proportion of open county residents who were
reached by the library, as shown by the sample would seem to prove conclusive-
1y that dbranches in trade centers are not emough; from the informatién ob-
tained reading space and reference books even when availsble are not used
very frequently. It is possible that in the middle of winter, when the
data was collected, country people are not likely to be in town and that a
study made at another time of year would hsve shown a higher proportion of
wpen country residents in the library. However, winter is the time of
greater leisure and the period when reading would be the most logical. M. L.

Wilson pointe out in the Library and the community that the transmission of

48 A study pertinent to drawing more patrons into the library is that made
by Helen A. Ridgeway. "Community studies in reading III. reading habits
of adults non-users of the public library."™ Library Querterly, v. 6, no. 1
(1936) 1-33.
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ideas to rural people is important:

*We realigze, of course, that when a full day's chores on

the farm are done, phyeical weariness interferes with

reading. Certainly that is true in peak seasons. But

in the long winter months and in slack season, proper

plenning of work also permits a time budget for reading

on the farm....Since farm life does not afford the same

amount of leisure for reading as that permitted in urban

1ife the choice of books becomes very important. Here

the librarians can render a signal service. There is a

wealth of literature about the country that reflects many

sides of country living. It is what I call 'expressive

literature'!. It is not telked about enough. A high per-

centage of prize-winning novels and other literature in

recent years hag consisted of books picturing life in the

country. Yet too many farm people fail to read them™9, ®

Since the proportionate number of patrons using the library drops
off sharply at a distance of one mile from the branch a bookmobile for
adult library service would seem neceesary to make books accessible to the
country residents. It is true that there would be no reference service
available, but reference materials could be sent from headquarters in a
ghort time. There would be no plece to sit and read books or megazines,
but fram the evidence of this survey very few adults make use of either
reference or reading room facilities. How these routes should be located
and how frequently they should be covered would need considerable study.

The evidence indicates also that the libraries were not reaching
the ethnic clusters loceted in their counties, and were not reaching the
huge percentage of people who have no more than an eighth grade education.
In this connection the subject and especially the vocsbulery level of the
books on the shelves must be re-exemined. The study of reading in the Norris

?.V.A. project concluded that college education increased the use of non-

09 Teon Carnovsky and Lowell Martin. Library in the community, Chiceego,
University of Chicago press, 1944, pp. 107.
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fiction books but, in general, the workmen of the area read 45 percent of
the science books °C. Some of the incentivesand methods used to make non-
fiction reading popular among that veryhetaogeneous population might well
be studied and adapted for use in the Michigan Connty Library Branches.

On the basis of the findings of this study the provision of sheet
mueic and phonograph. records for borrowing would seem obviously desirable
additions. Caution, however, demande thst much more s tudy regarding the
costs, difficulties and advantages of adding music to the library materials
be undertaken before wholesale programs featuring these materials should be
launched.

The library buildinge and equipment in the communities studied should
be improved. They are now at & point where they apparently confom to the
standards of the local commnity. To resch the standards deemed advisable by
experts for the most efficient library service ie the goal toward which lidbrery
administrators must strive. The library branches nsed more publicity of all
sorts, such ae newspepers, attractive signs and window displays, and the
library through the librarian should play a more dynamic role in community
l1ife through exhibits, talks and story houre for the children.

Many of these recommendations may seem to be so obvious they could
have been made without the effort of the survey. The statistice of the study,
however, provide the beginnings of a g0lid basis on which to build a plan of
action for the improvement of library service in the rural areas of Michigan

vhich would result in more enlightened and better read communities.

2URalph R, Munn, "Reading interests in the Norris community library" (in
John Chancellor. Library in the T.V.A. Adult Education Progrem) appendix.




PART FOUR

EVALUATICN OF THE PROJECT WITH ITS BROADER IMPLICATIONS



CHAPTER XIII

BROADER IMPLICATIONS: NATIONAL, REGIONAL, AND DEMONSTRATION; COOPERATION
OF RESEARCH AND ACTION GROUPS

The present study, by raising questions which had to be left un-
answered has indicated types of areas and problems which would be best
solved by demonstration or experimentation at the state or national levels.

The basic problems of adult bookmobile service to this snowbound
north country have not been sufficiently studied as an alternative to the
branches. Would it work, how should it be planned, would it mean a few
large branches and the elimination of the small sub-branches or stations}
How would it compare in cost? Could bookmobileg cover the area more
efficiently?

The second problem which is closely related to this, is that of
book collections end reader intereet. In a number of closely controlled
situations reading habits have either been changed or found to be different
and better (from the viewpoint, of libraries' ultimate purpose) than they
are in average situations. The problem is, what can be done to stimulate
the seme improved qualityof reading among people in their usual environments?
What books are available which will meet the requirements of simplicity and
suitability for this purpose?

In a completely different problem area this survey has indicated a
hitherto unrecognized demand for phonograph records in county libraries. A
re~-examinatim of the uses made of maps and pictures, and & study of the most
economical method of satisfying the demand for recorde and sheet music, can
also be made most efficiently through a demonstration which would permit of

experimentation.
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"There was some resentment about questions on nationality."
"The results were disillusioning."
"Shows need of a bookmobile."

"Brought out lack of attendance on the part of middle aged
groups, and lack of books of interest to them,"

"The library location should receive more publcity."

Mould like to try to do it again in six months and see
what the results would be."

"Showed that there was & lack of special attention.®

*Found out what the different nationality groups were which
have to be reached."

"The people were satisfied."

"Showed that the branch was purely recreational for children
and retired adults."

"Upset preconceived notions, thought it was serving mostly
adulte; found mostly children."

"Enjoyed the personal contacts."

From these remarks it would seem that the librarians' participation
in the survey -- just the effect of taking the interviews,not the compiled
results, revealed branch library weaknesses, needs for changes and attitudes
on the part of the patrons of which the librarians had been unaware.

After hearing a summary of the Library Users Survey results and a
progress report of the Lenswee County study at the Workshop in 1947, the
librarians carefully formulted a statement of the value of the project to
them. The statement which follows is quoted from a letter addressed to Mr,

J. Donsld Phillips:
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"The joint meeting of membere of your etaff (Adult Education
Department) and of the staff of the Department of Sociology
and Anthropology and of the librarians has proven a means
of opening our minds to our own weaknesses and to the
possibilities of sensitizing our offerings and programs to
the needs of the people and of developing new channels of
communication within our communities.

#County libraries have developed to a marked degree in the past
few years in Michigan, but even at best they are only
ecratching the surface. The time has come when we must find
a way of evaluating what has been done and pointing the direc-
tion of our future course. We have reached the limit of own

resources and feel the absoluts necessity of assistance from
both research and in the application of the results of research.

"The survey project has already proved of great value by supplying
statistical evidence on significant characteristics of both the
persons who use and those who do not use county librery service.
The evidence indicated some ways in which greater financial
support could best be used in order to reach those not now re-
ceiving county library service." 51
The county librarians valued highly the aid they had already received
from the project and the promise of practical help which seemed to be forth-
coming as the comprehensive study of I.enawee County neared completion, They
requested of the W.K. Kellogz foundation a grant to provide the services of
a full time person on the college staff who would both help them with the
practical sociological problems which they encountered, and at the same t ime
would contimue research within the areas which theari ginal plan of the pro-
Ject specified.

This was indeed sppreciastion of the worth of the project which they
had formulsted and carried out with the assistance of the Departments of

Sociology and Anthropology and Adult Education at Michigen State College.

31 Letter from Alta Parks, Chairman of Survey Committee, County Libraries
Section, Michigan Library Association, dated June 23, 1947 to Mr. Donald
Phillips, Aseistant Director Extension Service, Adult Education Office,
Michigan Stete College, East Lansing, Michigsn.



CEAPTER XII

THE COUNTY LIBRARIANS EVALUATE THE STUDY

As has been stated previously, the Michigan county library survey
wvag & cooperative project betw-en the librariens of the County Library Sec-
tion of the Michigan Library Association, the staff of the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology of Michigan State College, and the Department of
Adult Education at the College. The objectives were as follows: first, to
develop & battery of materlals and techniques which could be used ' obtain
information about the people who were using the county libraries, their
reading habits and interests; and second, to help the county librarians ob-
tain any information already available about the character of the counties
in which their libraries were located. As the end result it was hoped that
the librarians would have acquired a method of objective scientific thinking
and some knowledge of rural sociology which would help them evaluate their
libraries and their communities.

In Appendix A is presented & summary of the librarians' attitude
toward typical library problems and their knowledge of library literature
at the beginning of the study. This was compiled from the response to a
five page questionnaire which was administered to the librarians at the 1946
Workshop., Had it been possible for this questionnaire again b -have been
aidministered to the librarians at the 1947 Workshop, changee in the librarians'
knowledge and attitndes would have besn clearly indicated. This was not
possible and ansequently only illustrative subjective data can be presented
hers., They are the evaluations which the librarians themselves have made
of the study at different stages of progrees. First, at the Institute in the

spring of 1947 remarks such as this were heard.
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Another question which is facing librarians in Michigan is the
milti-county or larger unit of service. This seems at present to be the
best solution for the sparsely settled northern counties, The present
study has found that the area of a branch library is mostly within the
villege limits and rarely extends as much as ten miles beyond. Would the
pattern be the game in the northern counties, which have even greater die-
tances betwesen towns?! Wherein are these counties similar, and how do they
differ from the remainder of the state? How can they be given lidbrary
service moet efficiently? This whole problem has only begun to be explored
and it should be studied so that the best system of operation can be put
into prectice when adequate funds for operation are available 52.

Librarians in rural sections all over the country are faced with
problems similar to those which prompted this study. The conclusions which
have been reached may or may not be helpful to them, But it is hoped that
the methods used, and the materials developed, point directions which others
may follow. That this is possible has already been demonstrated in Maryland
where a similar project is already underway, with the University of Maryland,
and the State Library Commission participating.

That the County Libraries of Michigan were not elone in their feeling
of a need for actual data as & basis of progress is further demonstrated by
the intercet of the American Library Association in gociological studies.

During recent months the A,L.A, has announced a plan for a large and con-

52 There is a bill pending in Congress which would provide funds to each
state forlibrary demonstration.
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clusive study of libraries to be conducted by the Social Science Research
Council for the American Library Association. The details of this project,

the Public Library Inquiry, are given in the May 1, 1947 Library Journsl --

end bear careful study by anyone interested in reading and library use research.
One section of the study willbe devoted to the M™present services to, and
relationship of, the library with the community." While their plen is on a
much larger sca1:7fﬁe information sought is more detailed it is directed
toward the type of fundeamental and to some degree exploratory information
which it has been the purpose of this present study to provide.

The librarians of Michigan have come to assume, as an ocutgrowth of
the present expsrience, that in any future study the sociologists would be
the eppropriate group to further their plans. It is felt that this new
aspproach vhich the county libraries have utilized holds within its grasp °
many solutions to their problems. Even this is not peculiar to Michigan.

At the 1946 midwinter session of the American Library Association and the
annual meeting of the Americaan Sociologicel society, both held in Chicago at
the some time, plane were drawn up for a joint committee of librarians and
rural sociologiste. The purpose of this committee was to survey what
cooperative work has already been done to explore the willingnes r feeling
of desirability on the part of members of each orgenigation for cooperative

wvork,to discover the needs on which it wae felt this effort could best be

spent. This surely is to be a practical demonstration of the effect of

23 M"Public library incuiry; full text of the A,L.A., Social Science Research
Council as announced in the last issue of Library Journal® Library Journal
v. 72 (1947) 698, 720-724. :
See also in this connection: Robert D, Leigh. "Public library inquiry"
Social Science_Research Council items. v. 1 (1%47) no, 2, pp. 5-6.
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cooperation, in bringing sociological theory to practical epplication.
Since the joint chairmen of the committee &are both from the State of
Michigan and were participants in the research here reported the county
librarians and the sociologists concemned with some justification feel
that they have had & share in the joint camrittee's accomplishments.

This, then is the cooperative project of Michigan librarisng,
gociologists and adult education specialiste., It is hoped that the method,
the battery of materials and the rewults will alllave a place in further
studies and that they may evensrve to encourage the practical applicetion

of sociologicsl techniques in other fields of endeavor,
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CCUNTY

Alcona
Branch
Cass
Crawford
Genesceeo
Gladwin
Inghem
losco
Jackabn
Kalkaska
Kent
Lapeer
Lenawes
kanistee

kason

kenominece
Missaukee
lionroe
Lvskegon
Freque Isle
St. Clair
Ven bBuren
“eyne

wexford

Ila

CULNTY LlIlaanY brsu.CuS

B AL CH

Lincoln
Quincy
Sdwardsburg
Greyling
Devison
Beaverton
Lolt

lTawas City
Gress Lake
ralkaska
Kent City
Iziay City
Deerfield
lanistee (0,694)

Scottville

Liermansville
Headquarters
Cerlton
havenna
Onaway
lorine
Covert
Flat sock

.anton

HoUaS OFEIN -

30
156
15
10
15
12
14
12
12
23
10
10
17
40

564

30

20
18
10
15
18

1IN WhlCH SUKVZY w1LL BE T'AKEN

NO. OF BOOKS

1000
750
907

1700

1349

1200
18,0

600

3000

1200

(county)

(county)

(county
(city
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MICHEIGANT STAT® COLLIGE
Laet Lansing

Noveadbsr 15, 1945

Departnent of Socloloesy
and Anthrovology

Tear Librarisa:

You maey elready have hoerd from tie secratary of tha County Library Section
regarding plans mece at the Tawas City weetinz. Ia caze you have not, I would
ike to review sor@ of them for you.

At the Tewas City meeting it was decided that the Limited Cournty Library Study
would get underwey with a survey of library users durinz ths first two weeks
in December. Eseh county librarian prosent selected a specific sgency of the
library system in which to meke the survey. The eharacteristics of this agoncy
wore Cecided by polling the lid rariuns presernt. The charecteristics wera

as follows:

1. FRegwlsr ettendznt for the Lours the library
is open.

'y

<. Cypen twelve hours a week,

3, Has 1200 bdbgoks.

Fop a peried of tweive hours during the firgt two weoks of Decexber, the sounty
+ibrarien, using the Library User's Schedule, will intorview all persons whe
come to thils library., Ske will endeavor to have.at least thirty people ancusr
the questions.

We would like to have the following informztion from the libruries which were
net represented at the canference: .

l. ¥ill you be abie to coopsrate on tas
above~cutlived projecty

2, Will you please eend us a list of your
library agencies that heve a regular
attopcant, the nuuber of hours euch one

1i o:en, and the nurwer of bocks at th
plac



%e rowlize thae? enze litraries will heve no &zuncios that will coxrvearrond
exactly to the erlteria, We will eolsct frou your list the Une that szeus

closest and will notify you of $ue choics.
If you can suprly tie requ2sted information by roturn mail, or not leter thuen

Ncvember 21, w9 will crpreodiats it very muesh es we cusunot continue wmith tue
library plens until we hear from all the lidrories.

Singsorely yours,

;2%2;1/” »ﬁvszle\i;;%?;c,1,4,,m_ﬁ,

Msrgsaret urray Z
Craduate Aseistant '

1P ATC
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MICHIGAN SURVZY OF CCUNTY LIBRARY USZRS

SURVZY INSTRUCTIONS ZOR COUNTY LISRAKIANS

The survey of Library Users is to be conducted at ths Branci: Agzncy of
in your county. We hove that you will b2 able to conduct the survey yours:
It will be much more informative if you do the actual interviewing., It wi
us & nore reliabls victure as you are bettsr acquninted both with the schedile ~nd
wvith your library tnhnan is enyone elss

e are enclosing on instruction sheet for thaz attendant in the Branch where you ore
to work, Thie instruction shezt inakes her resoonsible for the information on the
Library Acancyr Summary. r1easa &0 over the instructions and the sunnnry with her

and see that cne understends kher duties. You miszht susmgest to ner thae use of a
tally si2et as a means of kz2zping her count accurate, We have besn indefinite 1n
cur instructions to her as to the times whzn you ore golng to take your scheaules,
Ye nove dons this to reln assure as normal a setting as nossible for your worl,

1. On the average, 1t takes arproximately ten nminutes to fill out a
scredule with a vatron, This schzaduls ic designad so that the

gchedule teker will ecsk the questions and do the writing,
2. Do not let tre resmondent try to fill out tha schedule hy ninself,

3. The gquestions which are in quotaticn marlks ars to be nsked exnctly
as trey are written, the others nov be ndanted whaere
sary to obLtnin the inforantion,

try to f£ill out each schedule commletely while tha rasrondent
bo! ot wait until aftsrwards to 11l in whot ss2u to be

attenet to contact eocch nurson who comes to the Bronech vhile
you ars thers, We found that wvoocle 1id not objsct to waitin- a few

minutes in order to help us g:t the informmtion we na22ded,.

=]

e Malke

€. The baet nethod of establishing zood worliing relations with the
Library Users is to have the Branch Attesdsnt, whom they already
know, introduce you to them and exnlain vy you are there, Ask
the Library Atfendant to rive you the books triy returned at thes
time tnat she introduces you.

7« After ths first time, "Library User" is desirmated by "L, U." throuch-
out the scielule,

Character-

8, Tre scnsaule consists of two carts, DPar ris
i fet“Fr. Part 11,

istics," is four vngee in lensth and
"Book Selection and Use," is on colore.
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9.

10,

11,

a, Aslz the gusstions on the first three pazes of Part I,

be PFProceed to Fart II and ask about =ach book tre L, U, has rsturnaqd,
using a serarate copy of Part II for ench “oociz.

ce Return to Part I and ask the ouszstiois on naze &,

The numbers and blank srtaces on the side of the schedule ars t
disregarded, IO 0T FILL TETY I¥, Tuey are for the pu
coding ~nd sortin. the answers after we receive

Colleze.

In the following cuestions more than one item may be checksdl

a. Part It 22, 45, L6, 53-56, 61-65,
b, Part II: 12, 1%, 17, 13,

For the questions on occucations, we would like to have the occupa-
tion of ths fathier or the husband, whether he is living or dead,
These occuratiouns ere illustrative of thz onzs to bz rlaced in each
tyoes (See 17240 U,.S. Census, sacond saries, "Population by Statas:
Mickigan', vase 8.) :

a, pProfescsioral ~nd semi-orofessionel: teacrers, doctors,
nurses, county aneats, social woriers, draftsmer, ohoto-
Lrarncrs, wirelsss onerators, surveyors.

b. ZBusiness, koth rrovrietors znd clezricals mublic officials
stora orar"+0r" aai workers, stsnosraphersy salesmen, tre

rortation worker '

Ce Farm onsrators th managarst  Owners and tenants, manssgars,

d. Tarm laborers: all other farn voriscs,

e. Crattsuen, Vo*3MJV, and kindred workers: craftsnen, factory
wvorkers, f£illing station attendents, deliverymen, nainters,
carpenters, saamstrv sszs, bus drivers, bakers, sho=zual '

f, Service worters: houseksavers, servants, nolicemsn, firemen,
soldiers, snilors, btoardinghouse keavers, coolcs, ushers,
barbvers.

Whan yow have finished ints TV1~W‘]; a oatron, clio Part I and the
heets for Port II together,

Plot your Libtrary Users oz the highwny navns and then seni the ccb*-
dules to us as soon as possible, vreferably not leater than Tece

! y =
ber 21,

If you wish, the schedules will ts returnszd to you later,
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MICHIGAN SURVZIY OF COUNTY LIBRARY USERS

SURVZY INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIBRARY AGEINCY ATTINDAIT

Trhe questions vhich are being asked of your natrons today are to
be used in a study of 2ll the County Libraries in Michigan. Your Branch
has been selected for the study because the Coﬁnty Librarian has con-—
sidered it typical of this county, In order to make ;he work easier
for the schedule taker, and the results more reliable, ws will need
your cooperation,

1. Will you rlease take the responsibility for gathering the
information on the Agency Summary Sheet] This sheet con-
tains items of genersl information about this Branch which
can be corpared with the Branches studizd in other counties,

2., All of this information can be filled in immzdiafely excant
Item 7o To gather the information for this itenm, it will be
necessary for you to kezp count of each of tha 1tems listed
for each wneriod the schadule taker vorks,

3. When we were testing the questions, we noticed that in some
places an unusual number of people appeared in the librear;
in a short time just to be interview=d. If the number of
patrons is greater than might reasonably be expected from
your vast expsrience, or the circulation larger, the re-
sulting tot2ls will not give an accurate picture of your
Branch, If this should heppen, it would meke it very
dirficult for us to coiware your Branck with others., We
would like to have you watcnh out for this and notify the
Schedule Taker if you sezm to be having more than a normal
amount of busin=ss,
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l, Name of County
2, Name of Schedule Toker
3+ Name cof Library Agency

7e

MICHIGAN SURVZY OF

IIT ¢

COUATY LIER!

ARY USZLS

LIBRARY AGZICY SUMMAEY

Name of Library Agency Attendsant

Librery Agency is housed in:

School Roonm
Part of Towm Hall (
Other: (Specify)

Serarate Building

) 1.0vmezd ( ) 2.Rented (

)

)

; Hours and DPnys Open | MORNIWG AFTE WOON'—?"V“" Rl

; ' From To From To iFrom To

1] 1] ! v

IMOITDAY i ;

i | ' ;

|TUESDAY | : | .
1 T

lU“DI ZSDAY ; {

IlﬂURSDAY : ? r :

|FRIDAY ; - ! i

' 3 ? I

ISATURDAY i : ! |

Total nurmber of hours open per woek:

Summary of Library Arxency

library survaey is trizen,

activities a

d sarvices for veriods during which

| f

l Period ' Librery Visitors Books circulated | Reference Questions!

Day Hours , Adult Juvenile Adult  Juvenile | Asked Angverszd

I 1

t i ! N H .

. j [ ; | I : ‘

- ; : 4 Il 4 H |

§ ! . :

! ' . i ' !

] f ; | | |

| ; | i |

| ! ’ ' !

| : : ! |

i ) T

: i !

, - . 1 |

! . i

; ! ! E
' — |

Total numb:ir of sc

hodules toksn
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/57/46 Schazduls Mo,

Time:s Zecin:

Do ot Fill In End:
Schadule Taker
1-3 (Initials)
MICHIGAN SURVEY O0F COUNITY LIRRATY USEIRS
County: Library A zncr Dots

L 2y of weelzt l,Mon, () 2.Tues. () 3.W23.( ) b,Thurs.( )
SOFrio( ) 6.SP.t.(

I, R3IADIRS!' {ARACTZNISTICS

f Librer:r User (L.U.)
5 Sext l.Meie () 2.Temsle

Marit~1l stntus (if L,U. is 16 or over):
3 l., Singlz () 2.Marriea () Jicow or vidorer () L,0ther ()

2 L.U. ist 1.Preschool chilc ( ) 2.Student ( ) 3.Fousewifa ( )
LyZinloyed () 5. Uremmlored (

Occurrtiont (record ensver b "X")
Note: 1If L,U, is under 1", chec's onlr colum 11 unlezss L,U, is
emrlored nart-time, in wiich crse chee!s »lso colurmn 10,

If L.U, is 1& or over, chact colwms 10, 11, i~ ench crs2,
ond colunn 12 where it ap-:lise,

I7 L.U. is nt oresant uwazn»lovad, chaciz his usuel or nrevious

occusrtion,
(10) (11) (12)
L.U. LnUo 'S L.U. 's "-'ife
Occurction Father or husband
10 Professionnl rad semi-orofsssionsl

Business - both wroorietor snd claricel
11 Fara oaerators ~nd nennsers
Farnm leovorers
12 Craftsiien, foremen, and hkindrsd wvor -er
Hon-farn laborers
Servics YWori:ers
Stude:.ts
Other (suzcify)

[0
NNNTNITNNITNIN
Vel S o i N NS S S

«
PN NN NSNS N
Vst e N o N S o P
PN NSNS TN N NN
-
W Sl o N N NP N NS

Adcress: strs=t or road, ~nd ruinhsar

13 Rzsicencs is in 1.Tovn or villee () 2.0men country ( )
Nane of conmnitys
Jane of nzizhborhood:
2.0, adlress
-15__ __Direction and digtance ia Miles () or PBlocxs ( )
of L.U.'s homzs from Librarry Agenc:” here sehzcfuls ie beins taizens
=17 Morth South Snct Yeet

Total dist-:ice



ave v



20 F0T FILL

1¢&

22

-2 -

Muriber of persons livins at L.U.'s acddress (do not include severcte
anarticite) 13, Tonilr neibers:

Is L,U., o yarr-rroun” resi“ant? 1.¥2s () 2.7 ( )

In vhat count:r *»~s L,U, born?
1, U.S. ( ) 2.0ther (swecif )
If U.S., vhot stote? l.Hchizen () 2,0ther (en=cily)
If not bora in iidchiz~n, novw lons has LU, lived hera?
1, Less then 2 yerr ()
2. 1-5 yeers « )
)
)

3. 6-10 yzors

(
. Over teor v2ors (

Waet is L.,U.'s nationrlity bacizrownd] (indicate by 'X")

1, =alisa () 6. Polich ()
2. Finnish ( ) 7. Scotch ()
3. Gernen ( ) . Scotch-Irish ( )
L, Hollencdar ( ) 9. Svedizh ( )
5. Irish ¢ ) %, Other (snecify)
Vhet len-ueses ere sooen ia LuU.'s Done? 1.%5nsiieh (

o

2.0ther (s
IT othar, cneck ons: 1.Frecvenily( ) 2,0ccasion

)
2ifv)
1y () ARl )

sne
211

Roce: 1,White ( ) 2.e;r0 () 3,0ther (svecify)

"How far did vou ;o in school?" (circle only the hi‘hast srace)

Grade ccaoolt 1 2 3 L 5 6 7 8
High School: 1 2 2 L&

Collz:e: 1 2 3 4

Gradurte Stvries: 1 2 3 4

Other (soscify)

"Howr often did you come to this Librerr Acency durincz the nest ! wee™s?
1. ZIvery day

2. Three tines o week
3. Twice o tvreelz

L, Once a we:=i:

5. Once ever;r tio weeks
6., Cace 2 nonth

7. Other (syzcifr)

P NITNITNNTNNS
e N N S N

"Have you used any other Lidrary or Dranch of this Librar; in the west
trelve months?" 1l.Yes () 2.7 ( ) Swascifr
If res: "Did rou chec'z out tooks?" 1.Yes () 2.0 ( )

"Are you returning tools?®"  1.Yss ( ) 2.0 () hwwber

"Do rou intend to resd while at tihz library?® 1.Yes () 2.7%( )
If 7est "Do wou intand to resd 2 1,Rook ( ) 2.iazezine ()
3.1Tewenrver (






DO ;OT TILL Ir

"Do you internd to telre out a book rou hzd in mind before you come to

34 the library?" l.yas () 2.7 ()
"Do you intend to look around for boo's nowi" 1.Yas ( ) 2.70 ( )
35 If yes: "What do you have in nindi"
"Do you intend to consult a refersnce hook such 2¢ a dictionery or
3¢ encyclonedis?" 1.Yes () 2.0 ()
37 "Do you intend to ask the librarisn for desired inforrationt"
1.Yes () 2.7 ()
"hat othar rensons did you have For visiting the library todaxt!
22 -
S If LJU, is 16 or over: "About ho'r meny clubs or organizations <o you
belons to?"
01 2 3 L 5 6 7 8 9 over ten (x)
39 If one or more to ths e2bove, "Are you an officer or Committae Cheirmen
in any of thosep" l.Yes () 2,70 ( )
If Yes: "éhet pmositions do you holéd »nd in vhat orgrnized srouds?
Office or Comnittee Chairmanshin Yeme of Orgenizetion
Lg
41
L2
e

If L.U. nrs returned books, use Part II for each book returned beinre
goins to anze L,

The cuestions on v~:2 L ~re to be »rasented at tha =nd of thas inter-
viaw,

If L.U. has not returnsd hooks, -0 “irectly to na.e I,
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20 0T FILL I
"Which of tha following tynes of materinl do you like to resdt"

{Place a check preceedin aoch tvype on;ovcd. Ask L.U, specificelly
sbout eech tvne.)

Fictiopn ¥on-Fiction

4s ( )l.Adventure ( )01  ( )l.Art, music, snd crafts ()12
( )2.Aninel ( )oz ( )2.Biogrenhy ( )3
( )3.Biogrenhicel ( )o3 ( )3.Fairy teles ( )iv
( )e.,Boys & girls; femily 1ife )ob ( )4.Farm ( s
{ )5.Farn ( )os ( )s.History ( )€
( )6.Historical ( )oé ( )6.Home and family living ()17
( )7.Uvstery “( Yo7 ( )7.Current afcairs ( )18
( )3.Religious { )os ( )a.Nature ( )
{ )9.Romence ( )o9 ( )9.Pnilosoohy, Richoley, relichd 20
( J)x.Jestern ( )10 ( )=x.Science ( )21
( )y.Other ( )11 ( )y.Other ( )22

L7lE  If more than one tyos ie chackad, ask: "hich of these do you lilze to read
L2240 best?"™ "ext best?" "Third?" (Indicete renk order of vreference by insart-
a-52 ing "% ®zw "3 §p the parentheses following tyn2s chosen,

"Do vou have any <psciel interest that you res¢ adbout?"™ 1l,ves( ) 2.7%( )
If yes: S>zcify

g3 fould you liks to use other tynas of naterisl from ths library?"
5k

5k 1.Yes ( ) 2.0 () If yves: specify below:
b I
56 53, Filnms ( ) 57.Pictures ()
57 Sl liazov inas « ) 53.Sheet music ()
S5c 55.i"ns ( ) 50,0ther (soscify)
59 56.P :ono-r=an records ( )
"During the past yeor did you get books to recd in ~ny other war becifes
€0 from librariest" 1.Yas ( ) 2.7 ()
€1 If yes: As!: sbout each of the followin: (past yesr only)
€2
€3 61.3uy then (

)
€l 62.Borrow from friends( )
€5 63.Receive os gifts ()
64 .Bool: Club ( )
65.Any-"ers else? ( )

Cive details




’

EE

0y
N
S
[
.

.

o~

.
. -

P
i
L4

em—




IV a

! . .
an .. . o = ce e .. i o

L B T O T o I e B
S T R

Bast Lansing, Michi ;an

At The last Survey Committee meeting we covered very briefly

the material in a check list to be used with community delin-
eation. Enclosed you will find this material in a more elab-
orate form. Will you please examine this material critically
and let me have whatever suggestions you may have as soon as

possible, at least by the 5th of May. In this way we may be

able to save a Committee Heeting.

The purpose of this check 1list is to give each County Librarian
a uniform set of data about each of the trade centers or com~
munities in her county which she :can bring to workshop. ‘here,
with the help of Doctor Thaden, she will be able to delineate
the boundaries of the areas that 'vould be important or suit-~
able for library branches, staticns, and bookmobile stops.

Some of the material requested on the schedule is a little
more elaborate that would be necersary for delineation alone,
but to get a well rounded picture of that community for later
use in library work it would seen to be of importance,

Will you in your criticism inclu’e the following points:

1. Should this check list bs kept as short as possible
Just for this community celineation, or will this
expanded form give additional information waich will
be valuable for administ.;ators to have in an organ-
ized form?

2, Where should the check list be expanded or contracted?

3. hhere could the wording ve changed for clarity?

L. What is your estimale of its usefulness?

5, Will it be possiile for you ana your staff to gather

this informatio:;r about each of your communities between
the 15th of May and the 15th of June?

Sincerely yours,

Mar;:aret Murray, Griiuate Assistant
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FART I: (To be filled ont by County Lirrapien)

1. Estimated population of comapunity servad,

2. How many pupils in the ncarest schools? Grades Pupils Roons
iarochial
Public

3. Hew many hours a week is the library open? Give schedule.,

Day of week Mornin,, Afternoon Lvening Total
Monday

Tuesday

Vednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturdy

Total

L. Circulation Adult Juvenile
Per dzy (averaze of month precceding L. U. study)
Per Horth (Month preceeding L. U. study)
Fer Year ( Last complete year)

5. Approximately the usual size of the library collection. Adult Juvenile

6. List below the majazines that the Library subscribes for,

How many different majazines are dcnated quite rezularly?




ne

7. Decide which of the following evaluations applies to the points celow and
insert the figures in corresponding parenthesis.
1, Unsatisfactory 2. Satisflactory 3. cxcollent

A. The reference collection ( )

b, Facilities lor adults to read in librar, ( )

c. Facilitics for children to reid in liorary ( )

d. The lighting ( ) :

e, window display space \ )

f. How effective is the use of tais space? ( )

g. Exhibits and book displays inside the library ( )
h. Library items in the local newspapers ( )

i. Clean, neat, and orderly interior ( )

J. Yign on building ( )

k., Exhbbits at local mcetings ( )

1. Book week and other special weeks observed ( )

m. Talks to local organizations ( )

n. Story hours for children ( )

o. Yeneral library ability and aptitude of aitendant ( )

3. Add below any general impressions about the branch that you think are
important in interpreting the service it gives.
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1. Ag: (place chenk in corrach gjpznte

15-25 () 25-35 () 3545 { ) LS55 ( ) 55-65 ( ) over 65 { )

~——

2. Highest school gr.de completed.

3. How many years have you lived in this community?

L. How many years have you been the library attendant?

5. What clubs and organizations ( Churches, affiliatea groups, social or civic
clubs) do you belong to?

What offices have you held in each in the last two year? List below.

Organization or clup Office 1945 1946 1947

6. Whrat books have you read in the last month? List below giving author and title.

T+ About how many books have you read in the last six months?

whick cne of these did you enjoy the most?

W h}’ ?

8. What magazines do you read regularly?




9. How often do you a.tend the Covnty Library starf mcetin:s?
Regularly ( ) Occasionally ( ) Never ( )

What part of them have jou found to be the most helpful?

What part of them have y u found t. b3 the leaat helpful?

Would

you like to see them chanuged in any wey? If e0; please explain,

10, What
rhen
¥ hat

Zrade library certificate co you hold?

did you last attend a workshop?

did you enjoy most about it?

11, What

part of you library work here do you enjoy the most?

Yhat

part of the service here do you consider the weakest?

what

is being done to improve it?

What

do you ccnsider the strongest part of ycur library service

nere?
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MICHIGAN STATE ZOLLEGE
Eee? lansin , Micalgsn

Extensicn Service
Adult Educetion roa 1F

.».IJ L]

4
-2

Pear County Libre. .an:

One of the objectives set up by the omivey ccamittos for %ois -o.vts vork
wae tho development of siuwple tectmiques Tux losteting toundories il the
areas that would be most suiteble for librery brenches, stutiors, and huoke
mobile stopa. I% was felt that thece dsl. .leaticn tachiinuven t¢~LJ be uceful
both in deecidirg where brarnches shculd b leecctesd in new courticz, e¢nd in
checking the preeont locations in already ectebliched cournsy liJPuIy 8TLUE .

I have teen working witha Dr. Thaden %0 adujt Lis metnods of (ellwubliou to
the needs of librarles and to elirplify tbom so as to elinlinute es lury-ly &s
poseible the need for field {nterviswirg. The results of tLliu vork have been
circulated to the manbers of the Survey Coiuwlttec end the 1lo:s of tiole who
replied have teern incorporated.

1
rs

-~

&

Enclosed you will find enough coriee of %he resultiag check it for your
county. Tre Suryey Commitiee reunrds this ge 8 useful tac;;A ne end hnpes
toat you will fiad the time to coaplete the survey belsre tihs worlirudy

Unless at lecst he btazic minimum in forr:tion dndicoted by tic obozrod ftoxe
has been Obtulned, the portion of the workeacp devated to LIz cowan ity
delineation can hardly be satisfec ortly apulled to you own coraty

You might be interestod to know that efter I tried thiis mothnd cut 1an Suginew
County I felt thet T knew wore about the rolatict:hlps enc fa;ftiﬁriug‘units

in that county thsan 1 did abcocut Keof ~- at lecet my i-yreasionc vare batier
orgenized,

Sincorely yours,

- ,

A7 @?/if/‘wf/ /// g,-./;'./l_.ﬂ—;z\

¢
Margaret lurray, Gredvote Joroleltont
Departient of Sociols;y ard Aathropology

MM:;AJC

Encl. .
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SUPPLEMENTARY DIRECTIONS 70 BE USED WITH "STEPS IN COMMUNITY

DELINEATION® BY DR. JOHN F, THADEN

1. Read and study the information contained in Dr, Thaden's out-
line of "the steps in community delineation" through Section IX.
2, Take the "Checklist to assist in the study of communities to
be delineated with reference to library service” and fill out one of these
for each village in the county which fits the criteria set up by Dr. Thaden.
a&. On page 2 of the checklist ask the same type of business-
men in each village about the trade ares so thsere will de a basis for com-
parison. Buggested busine ss people are operators of:
(1) Grocery stores
(2) Drygoods stores
(3) Eardware stores
(4) Variety or Five and Tens
(5) Newepepers
3. B8ecure a map of the proper scale, 1 inch to the mile and con-
timue working from "d", Steps in delineation of community boundaries
through part "o" on page 3.
4, 1In meking the estimates of the drawing power of the community
Ut 1ilige the informetion gained from the talks with the tradespesople.
5. Indicate by & circle on the map those areas where the location
of the lines are indefinite and where further information is needed.
6. Using the questinnnaire and the directions given in part C,
Thixrqa step, page 3, verify these lines.
One method of securing an adequate semple is to interview one family

oachy half mile and increage the number at the points where the greatest varia-

tiorm @ o« e vae__ P P |
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DIETCTIONS FQR CODLIG § HTDULRS FOR MIOWINA T firipiy ¢

CORITY LIBZARY USERS

General Instructions = Parts I and 11

l, TFor éach quesfion record ths code murtesr of the alti=rnctive vhich 1s
checked, code "O" or "0O® depending on the muler of coliwna for that
question., If more than one altesrnative is checlzzd end no inetructions
are specificelly provided to tale care of it, pdaocs a check (#) in
red at the right side of the psge beside ths question in doubt,
Indicate on a sheet of paper the number of the scheduls which coatsins
the doubtful question end have Miss Murrsy make the decislon an to
what 1a to be done,

2. "O" or "OO" is to be indlcated dn each case where no anser has been
given,

3o Usse red psncll for all coding, checking, and editinz,

4, In ¢ase of nultiple enswers plece them contimiouzly on lire geparateld
by comnes. (e.z. 1, 3, 4, 7.)

5. ‘Whore code calls for two diglt figure (e.g. age) snd toitnl ig lnow
then "10%, record "O" for first digit,

Snecial Instructiong = Pace 1

‘vxlo—/;- /W ._w MA_J/{

Columun 10 - Use tie followingd numbers as code:

1. Pr ofzssicnal and g2ui-profecssional

2. Business = b oth proprister eand cluricel
3. Farm operetors and mansgers

4, Farm laborers

'5u Craftsren, foremen, &nd xindrcd workers

6. Non-farm lsborers



7. Service workers
8. &tudents
9. Others
If & mudtiple enswer 18 indiccted, plece an "X elter Lo lovt av Do le.z,
"2, 4, X
Column 11 Same code as 10
Column 22 Same cods as 10
Coluun 14-15 Use for miles. For one-half mile or lescs ure "0.", (ver onew
half mile rocord as one mile, Recoxd @ two digit . b2y each

time. For dlstsnce less then ten miles, pre

<

siee e uilerpe by
en "0", (e.g. C8). 1If resyonse is in t o of btloe .o, record

"oo" for 14-1%,

Calumn 1€=7 Use to iadisate the bliocka, Felord a in2 Jislt 1isur 2.4 time.

For éfistunte ivcs taen isn blacks prereds L wlliz. . » Dy oal "COY.

L]
J

{e.g. CZ) If recyporse %3 in terus of wiles, wooowd
16-17.

Sracial Instructions -« Fuge 2

Coluna 18 It ten or more porscas 1ive ut the acuse jodicoic by "ar.

Colwwn 19  The purpose of this is to obwein the
p

county in which L.U. wag boru. If courty is [ivon, record as 1
for the Uznited States,

Use tiLe folliowing code for the countries.

1. United States 6, Y¥olsnd

2, TFinlend 7. Scotland

3. Goernuny 8. Znrglerd erd Consda
4, Eollend ¢. Sweolzn

5. draland L. LT



036

€
I
a

Column 20 Use the followiag munbers ge co

1, MNiciiparn

2. TIudéiune, Illinols, Ohin

3. (Kew England) Medne, Verwont, Ic: " -:: i .. ~ c-=chusetts
Comnnectiocut, Rhode Island

4, {Micdle Atluntic) Xew York, Teaneylvani , .o Jerscy

5. Wiscoasin, Miunesota, Iuva, Missouri

6. (Lower South East) Teuansssce, Yot Cirsliv, Scuth
Curolina, Georgla, Florica, aAlebsnw, sleelsell il

7. "hect South Certral) T=e2us, Otlehoma, 4.ieiecz, Loalsiena

8. (F.airs Stutes) North sad Soultn leksote, Felroi.e, Kunsus,
ertena, Wyoulzg, Colonudo, Yew “erica, iivwcoy, Lovale,
Utah, Iduho

9., [(Pucific) Veshingtaa, VYregon, Culifcrila

4. (Upper coutz East) Delavers, Nurylard, Vis_i io, Weut
Virgin la Kentuczy, Lieiziceic of Coluliiu

C2zluun £3 Use the iol’fnxdé AP RTEED PSR SOUENIA S S S uodi ) .

(u
o
o
&
@
—
[
Q

1. Euglish 6. Iclis

2. Faiznish 7. Itulicn
3. German 8. Syeriea
4, Hollaernd 9. Swedicsh
ln 5 Zowio X e el e
Couluan 25 Use the following oers as code {wuy reguiss sultirle coding).
1. TWhite 4. C.irece or Jejancee

2. Negro 5, lexlcan

S Tudian . Cth=sr



Column 2o

Coluun &7

Ugs tusw

9.

'

indicoted for "o

Lo ter
PUPPS RSP 4

followin: nuucars as coie:
Grede Schenl

Hizh School

Colilege

CGraduste Study

GtLer
tne pumber circled ag

(VAP AR

TR R

NI, el
Cak UL e

\.:t 1%1‘) ent.r AT,

é——c.& ,_,,,__ ,‘f&/ ,f_(_»‘é_,‘d 74, ”_4(_:__,
Nuy r~,u1.e uxlti c(ﬁgnu.

Codnmn &

Columa 7

3
w .

did you Lave for viaiting

/L_y) e /C,

.a X
=2

giacked bht No Loowern

"-'v

Q" de ehesied but 1o woeinr
heve in wizd?”
"Yss ond enower i glven

s

Wo' end sncwer is glven to

neve in mind?™

trhe followins mumboers oz oods:
"Yes" ds checikaea btut no anceoy

reagons did you have for visit

v10% is cuoeged but no wLsw T

rgusous ¢id you nuve for viel

"Yees" wnd enswer 1o ¢ivea Lo

4

[

.

ting

L

Lo e

to qu2ntion,

inz

o guecting,

R0 000

a

brer,

[EA
v

ot

i

-~ re A
cuzetion, "Wan

tiue liuw

oAl Ly

PRI

pe

IRV '
FIET.
PRGOS

4

A2

cACﬁuél et éiiqffé,,pvb,‘?
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Column 38

Colduun 29

Column 40

4 >

Uz

Ge

“Ro™ end auswer is eiven %0 guoction, i otiiw W oo
did you nave for visiting the lilrary?"
e the £olloving numbers ag gode:
Y « O vcircled
1 -1 circled\
2 - 2 ireled
3 - & cizcled
ete, thrcugh S
£ - 1C or over
G -~ Nu data given
o the following nuvubers ee ¢ed3d:
Yes, Oneg Officre oo cownifttive menbership bsld.
Yes, two officer Or ccnriiiee Luowbersiipes huld,
Y.s, tiree offices aor comitive mexbershipe held,
Yoo, four officee or comwiitse menbiorsilyps hedd,
Tuo, five cfficts or cowmnities rralorsails Lold,

Yea, six offizos or comadvies s uorellie Dold,

Yeo; €ignat offic 3 or committuo muator: Lo ol
Yes, nine offices or comulties mumoerships Lilu.
Tea or more officus or committeoe meuwderchipe hoeid,
o

No data.

g the folloving nucbers and cede:




Colwun 41

Al

vcluun 42

oo
<

(&3]
-

44}

(&}

o
.

Is vicu-presidert o a farm orgenivetion or ¢

Is secretary or tyen

Is cownittee cneirwun in s Lermn or-arloatins

Is otiuer offizer irn

L2 following nanbers

Is not en offices ina acrvins

Is president of a4 .

Is vice-president of & sirvics

surer of

a ferm oxrga

& faerw corgenis

s &¢nd coce:

rvice cluo

Is gecretary or tiezesurer OF & grivice ¢lu

Is committees caairausn

i9 otaer officsr

tie following niiberz ae code

I8 Lot en Sftie g o

Ia pragicdeit of =
Is vice-vrresid-.t
Ig secrefury or troe
Ie comuittee cuniv

Ie otaer oZficur ivn

ren 1o & xxrt o

a jfgterrs

the following nurhore gind cols:

Is not en officer in F.T.A,,

Cultural Club, cucu

{8 presicdent of ¥.T

Lulturel Club, such

19 vice~president of

.

Sl ture L Clud, sulih

as Mucic

A, Philo

oy
nizetion et o
clun 2o et M
' oon
c ]
DooT oy
ia e somide clud on v
. ~
3 Crovviietion o
surer of o fraoteresl owp ol
1 crgevizasion
Y oorpenirellon oo
Gide fuons, sl
or Lovx Wiub.
ey, Wanerle T
or pock Clun,

as Mucic
.74,

LB LhusiC

Entad Stuay

or Laok Club.

{o & serviece ¢lud or vebtora

Vo .
el

Ls._.

i

P
S
PRPSY
e
.
< rh




Colunn 44

®iinl Instracti
ALY

column 46

Column 47-5g

- 7 -

S. s secretsry or tremeurer of .7 0 Ui S T,
General Culturel Club, skch as wuclc or Todk o« L.,

4. Is committse cheimicn inE.TA., Tnile Sinds. oot p Cerers
Culturul Club, such as lusi¢ or ook {lub,

5. Is other offiter inI.7.4,, Caild Study, honz'e Ciluh Coosrel

Cultural Club, sulh es kusic or poogk Club.

Use the folloviing nuwbers end code:

0. Is not ap cofficor in agy organizatica o%iier tu- thoro tpes listed

gbove,

l. 1Is prosident of szactrzr type of orpenization,

&, Te vice-prevlnent ¢F exotaer trpe of crgonisation,
C.  <4g polretery or tooooursa of.c_ath,; tore of oo [
4. Is coruirioe uhoiiwnn in enoblox Lyops o0 oo
9. Is other olficer 1in enotisr $ype of ooyl L.
&s - Byo 4
Record the runbers of eich t3ps of ficiten vl (o et left
of list,)
Record thse pumbers of euch type of non-fiction cn-cli. o {a. ey ot lert

of listc)

(for single and double column reting.) The code vued for Coluwn 47-%28

will vary, depending on whetacr the L.U.'s book selcctiion vejrecented
cholcos mede on a single or double coluwam rating., Sizole 1uling meaus
that the 1, 8, snd 3 chovlcces of respoucdents ware Yozaod G the Tiction
ard ron-fiction lists cowbinsd. [ovblc covim ration e s tuab 1, R
sxd o choices were gilectcd by respordeuts for fighiion end 1on-tiction

perarately.



soluan 47-48

Colunn 49-50Q
Columns £1-52

Column ©6

Cllwen 673

£irzle Colunn Eutirg Lewhie Lato g
For fire% choice record 2 ccl, 47 Ior fircty ©of o 1L tilc
code nunber et esitroue right of onu Colaw oL on Indt

respective type of reading.

For

For

Use

"Lo

Uos tole ccluxa for reoordiny

L e
ues Gho cald.o ¢.oe at 121073,

s2cond cuovice, uce sime ~ode as ¢oluurs 47-48,

third cholce, usa sume code as colwins 47-4C,

the following nuwudbers as ¢ode on gucsticn delew colvic $1-0%;

you duve ary speciz1l intereet you rezd sbs.tz"
"Yos"; no enewer to "Specify",
SN

"Yoas" enewsT given %o "Srecify".

i

P o - 1. - a e
tic reensuce 0 R ouoltlL o T

¢

coluwn 3.

L.

2.

Yese

No

thaet

Becerd e nwrter of b s returned a8 siovn Dy tod noaeo of yellow

ook sheets accoupanying Sehedula Pary I es £oli. we:

1l =~ 1 taok returned

& = 2 boois returned
3 « 3 books returned
4 - 4 books returred
S ~ 9 b ocoke roturnzd
6 - 6 bucks returned
7 <« 7 bocks returned
8 - 8 dbocgs returned

9 <~ g books returasd

oaote s i non-fiction

PN



r9-

Coluru €9 Type of readiug rreference retiag:
1. Single rating ({fiction and rorn~Iictisa oo 1L
2. Double rating (sepsrate ratincs for - :c. =clnu

Mﬂ—"‘-—/‘—l S35 7 A d/——/o_ Zé - ’ |
N ) . e / ,—'y_,‘%__(;/ s ‘_/(/,_,,

——C/é \7 ”» -
: A— o , I/é%/ é/') 4 - . WL’,&/‘_/ _ )"Z_,.D ) Cd/ .

—C < ——z,-n—oéac_-,< - <;_;(/:', ——— .



. "’n’v (—- Ccase st / j Pt gl ,,,/1,44/ -
W ¥ -5 ’(L/(__/ _/_,_/ ez - C,,,_,,,( (%_/ ,..—/ /S*—a—é fé‘//‘ct-—rr L.

Syecial Instructicns for COJTLg Yelxﬂw é%eﬂf’ o3

d@-'gw 7 g ’/‘_‘/ . o{zc,,é_.é ..,-cvrf_/ (/ 7(“'_‘_-'* .’/4’4 ,t}
Column 9-14 Ir answer to {arrosite No. 7 &t l=204) or &b [<f: 1 2 lo. 8 '

at left) is "No" use X" for t.ese c¢olunue.,
Coluun 11 Use the following rumbers as code:

1, "Yeg" is checked but no ancwer to “Whut C4C¢ o wink from
the bock»*

€. "NQ" 1s cuecxed but no srewer o "Vhetv dld jou ook from
the Louk?"

2. "Yes" is cheslhed exd exnswer i given to T -l rod vwnt
fram the book?"

4., "No" 1s cheecized and answer ic giivea bo UVNL (7 Log wunt

from the bouk?"

Coluun 12 May require multinle coding.
Column 13 Sub-code for Item 6 {sadvertissy) undeyr Tton L2 .0 1odt - may

require multiple coding.
Coluun 14 Use the following nunmbers 8s cohe
1. "Yes™ is checked tub 5o guower %0 "eOor wiwb rereana?”
2. "Io" 18 checizad bat mo musver ¢ "IFor wiwl Iewono.e?”
3. "Yes" jeg checued snd enswer is glvem t0 YIor whzt reusous?
4, V"No" is clecked and answor 1s givea {9 "Jor wuo.l rsesonet"
Colwnns 15-18 If arewer {0 2a /opposite No. 7 &t left) <r Lo {.77.cite No. 8

8 lefi) i3 "Yes" uso "X" for thocze eolunks,

Ccluxzn 17 Nay requirs muliinle ¢o
Colvn 18 Suk-cole for Jten 4 fad?er%iseg) acdn Ivoo 3 LTl - nay

requira multlinle 2néing.

Column 19 Use followlny colz:
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LUt lg cuzcked.
"Cazortain {?;% is checued,
"Yes" 1s chagked end razds of

snip {ndicaitad.

"
&
®
M
e
14

"Yos" 15 chzciked end

gliven,

uzoi's

usolro

Lo

1

relation.

P.reslip are



IX a

MSC
11/23/u6 1-3 Lidrary User's Schedule No.
4-5 Book Noa___

1-3
II. BOOK SELECTION AND USE
bes
Items returned: A, Author
Title e e
6 "Did you borrow this book?" 1.Yes( ) 2.No( )
7 a, If no: "Who borrowed 1t?" _  _ ______  _"Was it borrowed for

you?"  1.Yes( ) 2.No( )
8 . b, If yes: "Did you borrow it for yourself?" 1.Yes( ) 2.No( )

Note: If answer to 2a or 2b 1s Yes, ask the following questions
under A, If answer to 2a or 2b is No, go to B.

A, If yes:

9 "Did you read 1t?" 1.Yes; 2ll ( ) 2.Yes; Part ( ) 3.No ( )
(If book was read to L.U., check above but specify who read it)

10 ______ "what did you think of 1t?" 1,Definitely liked ( ) 2.Indifferent( )
3.Definitely disliked( )

"What did you want from the book?" —

i1 "Did you get what you wanted from the book?" 1.Yes ( ) 2.No ( )
12 "Why did you choose 1t?" (Indicate one or more reasons by "X")

1. Personal choice

2, Recommended by a friend

3. Recommended by the Librarien

Lk, Suggested in a book list or bibliography

5. Other (Specify)
13 _ 6. Advertised( ): 1.In Library( ) 2.Magazine( ) 3. Newqpaper( )

4. Radio( ) 5.0ther (Specify)

1L "Would you recommend it to others?" 1.Yes( ) 2.No( )
"For what reasons?"

B. If no:
"For whom did you get 1t?" _
15 "Do you think they liked 1t?" 1l.Yes( ) 2.No( ) 3.?2( )
16 ______ "Do you think they read all of 1t?" 1l.Yes( ) 2. Nb( ) 3.2( )

17 _____ "Why did you choose 1t?" (Indicate one or more reasons by "X")
l. Personally requested
2. Recommended by Librarian
3, Other ( ) (Specify) e
18 L. Advertised ( ): 1,In Library( ) 2.Magazine( ) 3.News-
paper( ) L4,Radio( ) 5.Cther (specify)

19 __ "Did anyone else use the book?" 1.Yes ( ) 2.No( ) 3.2( )
If yes, list,
Name Kinship to respondent
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XII b

MICLLGAT STATE COILEGE
Fast Ieunsicg

Extencsion Service
AGuly Education Program Verch €, 1049

Lear County Librarian:

The spring ipstitute is over and wme cen all settle back down %0 our voutizaes,
but before we forget the detuils of the mesting I am trying to follow tarough
on some 0f the proposals which grew out of it.

Dr. Theden in his talk on community delinestion referred to a tull:tin rut out
in Vizconsin regurding the nuuber of mlles wiich is needed for effective library
coverage. Upon exemination we decided tuut the stundards on wihlca it vas based
mace most of the bulletins out of date, cut that the method of detoxiiianing the
arce might be of iaterest, Ve =re, therafore, quoting that section hLeve.

"The servico unit £or tie librery is tha circulating bock, &

20,000 1is corsidered {s¢ lower limit for gooC service possiltiiltizs,
The costs on tag basis of tals unit weuld be 13 centz. With e rete of
£1 .00 per cuplita, ia ovder ta reias a 4,000 budget, en ecual nuwuver
of people would be uneeded Thise muuny people vould requirs suun aresa of
about 133 square miles. If tihe whole of this budgel wore to he ralred
by lccal tuxgs, the rute would be cnly ose-h:ilf of a m!iil o1 tue 5=
toasped veluation of this eres."™ (Holb, J. H SBsrrvice Lictlvor o.s
for Tewn arnd Courntry, Bulletin 66, Loricalturel Eapeiiaeit £intina
or tae United Stutes Department of Agriculture Cu-ozsrntins, Dooime
bexr, 1925 }

Dr. ‘endis is anxious to boar frim yor e&s soda s poseible in razsrd to the home
and fanily living list so thet your idses may be iacorporcted du th2 Tipsl print-
iog.

Lusve you any sugzestions on the anaotatione?

Are there any of your favorite snd most uselul bocke left out of the liset?
Do you beliseve that most of the books will bs useful to your pstrorns?

Avout whet proportion of the books will you find it possible to supply through
your library?

How meuy of the forty best (oLterred) books do you now have? IHow meny of
them do you plan to purchesa?

Tre interesting suggaestlen wshich My, Phillips brouwsht up ebout hasving librery
listenlng grours for esrecific MC radio progrems desvrvee, it seems 10 me, much



County wibrariarns -e -~ v ©, 1047

¢
o012 uttentlon than we wore able to give 1t at tue moetinyg. Avcaxdirzly, ao is
repeaulng it hore and we would appreciate heving replies from you witiiiu the Daxt
t®0 weaks.

would

"Fhat type of radio progren couid be proucted on WHEAR thuat yon
0 EQUS’"

£ ;
be willing to support to tae extent of orgenizing listening

\
A a partlsl summery of the Litrarians' recactions to the survsy for tus benefd
you whe were unable to attend the fnstitute, we &re gucting hers cozwents wahich
veére 1made on ths survey.

Mes. Naverrvoe: "Could we dasign e regletrastion card which weuld contain
the informetion on L. U. requested 0a the rcuedvle?”

Mrs, Dzuuwe "There wes eous resenticent whsutl the guectious.on
nationality."

Fiss Furrington: "Tne resulis wsre disilliuweloning. Toere wuus L0 re:sert-

ment,"
irs., BoLson: venewed She nsod of & bookmobile.®
Miss Grildl: "Srought out imck of ettendance op the ol riddle~

gire zrouns, end lock of besiis of inter ;a tiem, Tue
library location shonuld recsive rore r;blicit;. would like
to do 1t again in eix nontas and sce vhat the resuldts
would bs."

wcs. Linabert:  "Showed that there vas & lack of spscial atientlon.”

das. balvlg: “Found cut whet different netionality grouys Leve to ve
ryached.”

Mis. Weller: "Tworla were asstisfied, Vould like to *ry 1t et & dif-

ferent time of ysar."

Mis., Killinger: "Shoved thiat the branch was purely recresticuul for
childroer and retired adulits.,™

Miss Qumsted: "Upset preconceived notions, thouzht it wes eefrvicg
mostly adulta, Fouund mestly children, many frim a
nesr=-by Cetholic school who came in out of curiosity
but who dfd not check out bocka.”

Mrs. Rile: "Enjoyed the persousl reletions.”

Uud of the suguections was that {1 we are to evaliunts the egorvice of a branch
we wruld koow sowething sbout the ¢ype of person {a craiga of th: work in the



[§y]

Goun®ty sivrariars -
brapch. Acvordingly, we sre worging or a check list wilciz ney b2
thet purpasse.

Enclused you will fird copies of a liet of agriculturel booke whic
Courty Library made for the Curevan, and e listing Of the racis o
on WYAH, ’

Sincere ly yours,

Margaret Murray, CGradustoe £

Depextuent ¢f Anthroyology
MGATC

Encl.

- Ledi O,

1247

Luod 19l

2 Vuaa Braen

DATEES NOW



APPEIYDIX B



Alphabetical 1ist of the magazines subscribed to, or received as gifts
in the Michigan County Library Branches surveyed, December,1946.

Name of Periodical Subject Classification
American girl Juvenile
American home VWomen and home
A. L. A, hooklis} Professionsl
American magazine Fiction
_American mercury Monthly and quarterly review
Better homes and gardens Women and home
Boy's 1ife Juvenile
Calling all girls Juvenile
Capper's farmer Tarn
Child 1ife Juvenile
Children's activities Juvenile
Classic comics Juvenile comic
Colliers General weekly
Consumer's guide Women and home
Coronet Monthly and quarterly review
Cosmopolitan Fiction
Country gentleman Farm
Farm journal Tamm
Field and stream Sport and outdoor
Yortune Monthly and quarterly reviev'
Tlying Popular science and mechamnic
Good housekeeping VWomen and home

Harpers magagzine Monthly and quarterly review



Name of Periodical

Holiday

Home craft

House ani garden
Hunting and fishing
Hygeia

Ideals

Jack and J1l1
Ladies home journal
Life

Look

McCalls
Mademoiselle
Michigan conservation
Nichigan farmer
Miss America
National geogrephic
Hature

Hewsweek

Open road for boys
Organic gardening
Outdoor 1life
Parent 's magagine
Popular mechanics

Popular science

~

Subject Classification
Travel and geography

Y¥omen and home
Women and home
Sport and outdoor
Health and hygiene
Religious

Juvenile

Vomen and home
Pictorial
Pictorial

Women end home
Women and home
Sport and outdoor
Farm

Juvenile

Travel snd geography
Sport and outdoor
Hews weeklies
Sport and outdoors
Tara

Sport and outdoor
Women and home
Popular science and mechanics

Popular science and mechanics



Name of Periodical
Badio news
Readers' Digest
Saturday evening post
Saturday review of literature
Screen romance
Seventeen
Skyvays
Story parade
Time
Trus comics
Wee wisdom

Woman's home companion

(W)

Subject Classification

Radio and movias
Digest

General wesklies
Other literature
Redio and movies
Women and hone
Popular science and mechanics
Juvenile

Rews weeklies
Juvenile comic
Juvenile

¥Yomen and home



APPENDIX C



TITLES AND SUBJECTS OF LIBRARY BOOKS READ AND OPINION
OF THE BOOKS GIVEN BY MICHIGAN STATE LIBRARY USERS
SURVEYED, DECEMBER 1946

Aunthor and Title Type of Subject of
Book Book
Addams. Twenty years Adult Biogrephy
at Hull House
Alcott. Little men Juvenile Boys and girls
Alcott. Little women Juvenile Boys and girls
Aldnich. Lieutenant's Adult Fiction =
lady Historical
Aldrich. Rim of the Adult Piction -~
prairie Historical
Allee. The road to Juvenile Fiction -
Carolina Histoxrical
Allen, Mudhen Juvenile Adventure
Allen., New Broome Juvenile Yarm fiction
experiment
Allingham. Dancers Adult Mystery
in mourning
Andersen. Fairy tales Juvenile Faliry tales
Andersen. Ugly duckling Juvenile Yairy tales
Anderson. Child care Adult Home life and
and training family living
Anderson, Touch of Juvenile Yarm
greatness
Animals of farmer Juvenile Animals
Jones
Arabian nighte. Alladin Juvenile Yairy tales
and the wonderful lamp
Armer. Torest pool Juvenile Femily 1life

Opinion of
Reader
Liked
Liked
Liked
Indifferent
Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Indifferent

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Ashton, Yoeman's
hospital

Aulaire, Don't count
your chicks

Aulaine. Too big
Austin, Imtie
Austin, Trumpet

Austin. Williamette
way

Averill., The cat club;
or the 1life and times
of Jenny Linsky

Averill, Daniel Boone

Ayedeslotte. Full harvest

Baby's book - little
€olden book

Bailey. Country stop

Bailey. Dim lantern

Bailey. Red fruit

Baker., Children's
first book of poetry

Baker. Cinderella
scout

Baldwin, Arizona etar
Baldwin, Heart doctor
Baldwin, Private duty

Baldwin. Twenty-four
hours a day
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Type of
Book

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile
Juvenile
Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile
Adult
Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult
Adult
Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Other T,

Folk tale

Boys and girls
Boys end girls
Animal

Historical
fiction

Animals -
Piction

Blography

Historical
fiction

Boys and girls

Boys and girls
Romance
Romance

Poetry

Boys and girls

Romance
Romance
Romance

Romance

Opinion of
Reader

Disliked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Indifferent



Author and Title

Bancroft. OCames

Bannerman. Story of
the teasing monkey

Bannon. Manuela's birth-
day in 014 Mexico

Barbour.Berclay beck

Barbour. Ninth inning
rally

Barnes. Within this
present

Barrie. Little
minister

Herbert. Songs for
children

Barton., Pollyanna's
door to hapviness

Baruch., I know a
surprise

Battle. Jerry goes
fishing

Baner. Latchstring out

Baum. Weeping wood

Beach. VWorld in his
arms

Beals. Buffaleo Bill

Becker. Judy's farm
visit

Becker. Unlike twins
and the animals

Beckér. Yeuth replies,
I can.
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Type of
Book

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Home and family
1ife
Animals

Boys and girls

Sport

Sport

Tamily life

Romence

Music

Romance

Boys and girls

Boys and girls

Biographical

fiction

Adventure

Vestern

Blography

Boys and girls

Boys and Girls

Current affairs

Opinion of
Reader
Liked
Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Indifferent
Liked
Disliked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Disliked

Liked
Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Lixed



Author snd Title

Beebe. Just arcund
the corner

Beim, Little Igloo
Beim, Snow hill
Beith. Send castle

Belpre. Penes and
Mantina

Benefield. Valiant is
the word for Carrie

Bennet. Bot lead

Bennet. Shoguns
daughter

Bennet. Horse chief
hole

Bennett. Skookum and
Sandy

Bengon. Emily
Bengon. Junior miss

Bernhard. Nine ory-
baby dolls

Berry. Careers of
Cynthia

Bindwin., Needles

Bingay . Detroit is
mny own home town

Bishop. Man who lost
his head

Black. Baffling
detective stone

Black. My love
belongs to me

Type of

Book

Juvenile

Juvenile
Juvenile
Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adnlt

Adult

Adulg

Juvenile

Adult
Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenils

Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Boys and girls

Boys and girls
Boys and girls
Romance

Fairy tales

Romance

Western

Vestern

Westera

Boys and girls

Romance
Yamily life

Tairy tale

Romance

Animals

History and
travel

Tairy teole

Mystery

Romance

Opinion of
Resder
Liked

Lixed
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Disliked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Blisard. Late lamented
lady

Bontemps. Sad faced boy
E ttome. Survival
Bowman. Beach reqd .

Boyd. Handbook of
games

Boyers. Murder by
proxy

Boylston. Carol on
Broadway

Boylston. Sue Barton

Boylston., Sue Barton,
rural nurse

Boyleton, Sue Barton,
senior nurse

Brand. Fighting four
Brand. Mountain riders
Brand. Yalley thieves
Brandt. Doing things

Brill. When lighthouses
are dark

Brinig. Gambler takes
a wife

Bristow, Handsome m ead

Bristyw. This side of
“8lory

Brock., Here comes
Kristie

Type of
Book

Adult

Juvenile
Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult
Adult
Adult
Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Mystery

Boys and girls
Adventure
Adventure

Gamesg and
recreation

Mystery

Adventure

Adventure

Adventure

Adventure

Western
Western
Western
Boys and girls

Adventure

Mystery

Historical

Historical

Boys and girls

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Disliked



Author and Title

Brock. Murder at
the inn

Brock, Umbrella man

Bromfield. Pleasant
valley

Bromfield. Rains came

Bromfield. What became
of Anne Bolton

Bronte. Jane Eyre
Brown. Little chicken

Bi own. Merrylegs, the
rocking pony

Brown. War paint

Browning. Pled Piper
of Hamelin

Brunhoff. Story of
.Babar

Bryan, Mission beyond
darkness

Bryan. Pito's house
Buck. Good earth

Buck, Pavillion of
women

Buck. Sons

Bunce. V¥War belts of
Pontiac

Bunn., Trailer tracks

Bunyan. Pilgrim's
progress

Burbank, Cedar deer
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Type of
Book

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult
Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile
Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Mustery

Boys and girls

Farm( Non-fiction)

Adventure

Adventure

Romance
Animals

Animals

Animals

Poetry

Animals

Current affairs

Fairy tales
Farming

Family life

Tamily 1ife

Historical

Adventure

Religious fiction

Adventure

Opinion of
Reader

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Indifferent

Liked



Author and Title

Burgess. North West
wind new stories

Burnett. Secret garden
Burton. Little house
Burton. Choo Choo

Caine. Shadow of a
crime

Caldwell. This side of
innocence

Camp. Skip to my Lou

Campbell. Applejack
for breakfast

Campbell, Thorn-apple
tree

Cannon. Mighty fortreess
Carfrae. Pennywise
Carleton. Cry wolf
Carlson.

Under cover.

Carmichael. My greatest
day in baseball

Carpenter., Experiment
perilous

Carr. Children of the
covered wagons

Carter. Winds of fear
Cather. My Antonia

c&th‘ro
house

Professor's

Type of

Book

Juvenile

Juvenile
Juvenile
Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adult
Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Animals

Boys and girls
Historical

Service

Mystery

Higtoricel

Yamily 1ife

Farm

Historical

Religious novel
Romance
Mystery
Current affairs

Sports

Mystery

Historical fiction

Other novel

Historical

Historical

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Indifferent
Liked
Liked
Liked
Indifferent
Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Indifferent
Indifferent
Disliked
Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Indifferent
Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Cather. Sapphira and
the slave girl

Chalmers. I had a
penny

Chambers, In secret

Chearles. Round about
tura

Charteris. Saint
steps in

Chidsey. Panama
passage

Chan. Good luck horse

Christie. Death comes
as the end

Christis. The murder
of Roger Ackroyd

Christie. Mystery of
the blue train

Christie. Tripple
threat

Clark. Poppy seed cakes

Clemens. Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn

Cloete. Watch for the
dawn

Cockrell. Lillian Hanley

Coffin. Dogwatch
Coffin. Lost paradise

Coles. Great Ceasar's
ghost

Type of
Book

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenils

Juvenile

Adult

Adult
Adult
Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book
Historical

Boys and girls

Adventure

Animal

Mystery

Adventure

Folklore

Mystory

Mystery

Mystery

Mystery

Boyes and girle

Boys and girls

Historical

Romance

Mystery

Opinion of
Reader

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Disliked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Biographical novel Liked

Mystery



Author and Title

Colver. Heart does
not forget

Conner. Qnest of the
sea otter

Coolidge. Rawhide

Johnny

Coolidge. Ehymes and
ballads for dboys
and girls

Corbett. lady with
parasol

Cournos. Russian
life and humor

Coxe. Groom lay dead

Crabtree. To school
and home again

Crane. Applegreen cat

Crane. Shocking pink hat

Crawford. Bob and Judy

at play

Credle. Flap-eared hound

Cronin., Citadel
Cronin. Green years

Cronin, Keys of the
kingdom

Cro¥nfield. Alleson Blair

Cunningham. Bancock
rmurder

Cunningham. Texas
trigger

Type of

Book

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adult
Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile
Adult
Adult

Adnlt

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Romance

Adventure

Western

Poetry

Romance

History and
travel

Mystery

Boys and girle

Mystery

Mystery

Boys and girls

Animal s
Religious fiction
Religious fiction

Religious fiction

Historical fiction

Mystery

Western

Opinion of
Reader
Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Digliked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Liked
Indifferent
Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked



Author and Title

Curie, Journey
among warriors

Cushman. Bright hill

Curwood. FMaming
forest

Curwood. Gentlemen
of courage

Curwood. Kozan
Curwood. River's end
Czaja. Bountiful cow

Dalgleish. Along
Janet's road

Dalgleish, Christmas

Dalgleish. Round
about

Dely. Seventeenth
summer

Darling. Iuck of
the trail

Darling. No boundary
line

Davenport. Return
engagenent

Davenport. Valley of
decision

Davie. Hudson Bay
express

Davis. North end
wildcats
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Type of
Book
Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adnlt
Adult
Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Subject of
Book
Current affairs

Romance

Adventure

Adventure

Adventure
Adventure
Animal

Adventure

Other

Family 1life

Romance

Animal

Romance

Romance

Historical

Adventure

Boye and girls

Opinion of
Readear

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Disliked

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Davis. Spinney and
Spike and B-29

De Angeli. Bright engel

De Angeli. Ted and Nina
€0 to the grocery store

De Angeli. Thee Hannsh
Deeping. Kitty

Deihl, Little chick
that wouldn't go
to0 bed

Delafield. Good man's
love

De La Rame. Dog of
Flanders

De Maggio, Lucky to be
a Yankee

Deming. Penny and Pam,
nurse and cadet

Dennis. Pup himself

Derleth, Wind over
¥Wisconsin

Dickinson. Children's
book of Christmas
stories

Dickson. Curse of the
brongze lamp

Disney. Thumper

Disney. Water babies
circus

Dixon. Count the
puppies
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Type of

Book

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Boys and girls

Boys and girls

Family 1ife

Historical
Romance

Animels

Romance

Animals

Sport
Biography
Adventure

Animels

Historical

Other

Mystery

Animals

Animals

Animals

Opinion of
Reader
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Dixon., Mystery of
the flying express

Dixon. Rescued in the
clouds

Donaldson. Karl's
wooden horse

Donaldson. In the
mousge's house

Doner. O distant star

Douglas. Home for
Christmas

Douglas. Robe
Downs. Heartwood

Doyle. Complete
Sherlock Holmes

Doyle. Complete
sherlock Holmes

Drago. Brave in the
saddle

Drago, Outlaw on
horseback

Driscoll, My Telicia

Du Bois. Giant Otto

Du Maurier. Hungry hill

Du Maurier. Kings
general

Duvoisin. Donkey,donkey

Earhart, Jun of it

Eberhart. Escape in
the night
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Type of
Book
Juvenile
Juvenile
Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult
Juvenile
Adult

Adult

Juvenile
Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Mystery

Adventure

Animals

Animal s

Historical

Romance

Religious novel

Romance

Mystery

Mystery

Vestern

Western

Romance
Animals
Hisgtorical

Historical

Animals
Biography

Mystery

Opinion of
Reader
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Everhart. Pive pagsen-
gers from Lisbon

Eberhart. Speak no evil
Eberhart. Wings of fear
Edmonds. Chad Hanna

Edmonds. Two logs
crossing

Eisner. Little boy who
did not know why

Eliot. Traveling coat
Elizabeth, Jasmine farm

Eligabeth, Mr, Skeffing-
ton

Ells. Fairy tales from
Brasil

Ellsberg. Hell on ice

Emans. About spiders

Emmett. Secret in a
snuffbox

Engsbrand. Miss Munday

Enright, Thea there
were five

Erdman. Separate star
Brskine. Adam and Eve
Estes. Hildreth

Evatt. Mystery of
creaking windmill

Evers. Monkeyface
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Type of

Book

Adult

Adult
Adult
Adnlt

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile
Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adnlt

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile
Adult
Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Mystery

Mystery
Mystery
Historical

Higtorical

Boys and girls

Adventure
Family life

Romance

Fairy tales

History end
travel

Science

Mystery

Romance

Family life

Adventure
Historical

Adventure

Mystery

Animals

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked
Indifferent
Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Indifferent

Indifferent

A Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Indifferent
Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

E-yeh-shure. I am a

Puedblo girl

Yaw. Big book of
Christmasg entertainment

Yedder. Girl growvs up

Yeld. Sophie Halenczik
Yerber. Great son

Ferber, Nobody's in

towmn

Yorber. Show boat
Tield. Bernard Baruch
Jield. Christmas time

Jield. Dry Gulch Adams

Tield. Hitty

Tield. Prayer

Tield. BRavaged range

Field. Who killed

Aunt Maggzie

Tisher. Deepening stream

Fitch, One God

Fleck, I ses a kitty

Fleaock, New pet

Plagk & Wiese. Story

abeut Ping
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Type of
Book

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult
Adult
Juvenile
Aduls
Juvenile

Juvenils

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile
Juvenile

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Biography

Other

Home and family

living
Tamily life
Historical

Romance

Historical
Biography
Other
Vastern
Historical
Philosophy
psychology
religion

Vestern

Mystery

Family life
Philosophy
psychology
religion
Animals
Family living

Aninsls

Opinion of
Reader

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Indifferent
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Disliked

Lixed

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked



Anthor and Title

Tack, Topsy
Tack. Wait for William

Pack, ¥illiam and his
kitten

Yoster. Marriage and
family relationship

Yowler. Good night
swveet prince

Fox. Heart of the hills

Yox, Trail of the
lonesome pine

Franken. Claudia

Frasier. Ve see

Friskey. Adventure
for beginners

Fricgkey. Chicken little
count to ten

Juller., Loon feather

Fulton. Powder dock
nystery

Gag. Three tales
from Grimm

Gaggin. All those
buckles

Gaither. Red cock crows
Gall, Flat tail
Gall, Splasher

Galsworthy. End of the
chapter
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Type of

Book

Juvenile
Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult
Juvenile
Juvenils

Adult

Subject of
Book

Animal
Boys and Girls

Boys and girls

Home and family

Biography

Romance

Romance

Romance

Nature

Art

Animals

Historicel

Mystery

Fairy tales

Boys and girls

Historical
Animals
Animals

Tamily 1ife

Opinion of
Reader

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Indifferent
Liked

Liked
Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent
Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Gardner. Case of
black eyed blonde

Gardner. Case of the
lame canary

Gardner, Case of the
silent partner

Gardner. Case of the
substitute face

Gardner. Case of the
sulky girl

Gardner. D. A. calle
it murder

Gardner. Let's
celebrate Christmas

Garland, Son of the
middle border

Garrard. Running away
with Nibby

Garrett. Political
handbook for women

Gates, Book of live

dolls
Gatee, Sarah's idea

Gates, Trouble for
Jerry

Gates and Clark. Mr.
Joey and the pig

Gatti. Exploring we
would go

Gausse. Bang

Gay., Pete's Adventures
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Type of
Book
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Subject of

Book

Myetery

Mystery

Mystery

Mystery

Mystery

Mystery

Other

Biography

Boys and girls

Current affairs

Art ,music,crafts

Yamily life

Adventure

Animals

History and travel

Animals

Boys and girls

Opinion of
Reader
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Geisel. And to think I
sav it on Mulberry
street

Geigel, And to think I
sav it on Mulberry
street

Geigel. Yive hundred
hats of Bartholomew
Cubbins

Gilbert, Mr. Plum and
the green bay tree

Gilligan. Gaunt woman

Gilpat .ic. Actbon in the
North Atlantic

Girvan, White tulip
Glasgow. Shetered life

Glaspell. Judd Rankin'se
daughter

Glidden. And the wind
blows free
Gooden. Clementine

Gould, Farmer takes a
wife
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Type of
Book

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult
Adult

Juvenile
Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Gould, Yankee storekeeper Adult

Govan. Five at Ashfield Juvenils

Graham, Audels handy book Adult

of practical electric-

ity

Graham, Earth and high
heaven

Adult

Subject of
Book

Boys and girls

Boys and girls

Family life

Boys and girle

Adventure

Current affairs

Historical
Historical

Romance

Romance

Tamily life

Tarming

Biogrephy
Boys and girls

Science

Femily problems

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent
Liked

Disliked

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Grahame. Wind in
the willow

Gray. Yair adventure
Gray. Meggzy MacIntosh
Gray. Vagabond path
Gray. NWe work and play
Grayson. Angel town

Gregory. Emerald
murder trap

Gregory. Lords of
the coast

Gregory. Man from
Texas

Gregory. The outlaw
Grey. Betty Zene

Grey. Border legion
Grey. Code of the west
Grey. Drift fence
Grey. ¥Yorlorn river

Grey. Heritage of the
degert

Grey. Light of the
wvestern stars

Grey. Raiders of the
Spanish pesaks

Grey. Stairs of sand

Grey. Thirty thousand
on the hoof

Type of
Book
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Juvenile

Juvenile
Juvenile
Adult
Juvenile
Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Animals

Boys and girls
Historical fiction
Biographical novel
Boys and girls

Family life

Mystery

Adventure

Vestern

Adventure
VWegtern
Western
Vestern
Western
Western

Western

Western

Western

Western

Vestern

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Indifferent

Indifferent

Liked

Indifferent

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Grey. To the last man
Grey. Trail driver

Grey. U.P.Trail

Grey. West of the Pasosg
Grey. Western Union
Gregg. Winged mystery
Grover. Sunbonnet babies

Gulbranssen., Wind from
the mountain

Hader. Little stone
houses

Hale. Prodigal women
Hall, Nansen

Halliburton. Seven
league boots

Heancock. West end nurse
Hardy. Good companions

Hargrove. See here
Private Hargrove

Harris. Away we go
Harris, Sage guarter
Harris. Janey Jeems

Hart. You can't take
it with you

Harte. lIuck of
roaring camp

Harvey. Billy's
scrapbook
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Type of
Book
Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult
Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult
Juvenile

Adulst

Adult
Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile
Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Vestern
Western
Western
Western
Vestern
Mystery

Boys and girls
Romance

Home and family
life

Romance

Biography

History and
travel

Romance
Boys and girls

Current affairs

Boys and girls
Family life
Temily life

Drama - other

Adventure

Home and family
life

Opinion of
Reader

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Digliked

Liked



Author and Title

Eauck. Gardenias for Sue
Hawkins, Too many dogs

Hay. Heppy days in
Holland

Haycox. Trail town

Haycraft. CGreat
detective stories

Haywood. Betsy and
the boys

Haywood. Two and two
are four

Heal., Mr, Pink and the
house on the roof

Heisenfelt. Children
of Holland

Hendryx. Cser of Hal-
fadayr €reek

Henry. Geraldine
Belinda

Henry. Little fellow

Hershey. Bell for Adano

Hildreth. Twins -
Tom and Don

Hill, Bright arrows
Hill, Christmas bride
Hill, Enchanted barn

Hill, Girl to come
home to

Hill. Prodigal girl
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Type of

Book

Adult
Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenils

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult
Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Romance
Animals

History and travel

Western

Mystery

Boys and girls

Farm fiction

Boys and girls

History and travel

Vestern

Boys and girls

Animals

Historical novel

Boys and girls

Romance
Romance
Romance

Romance

Romance

Opinion of
Reeder

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
fndifferent

Liked

Liked

Indifferent
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Hill, White flower

Hill, Summer comes to
Apple Market street

Hilton, So well
remembered

Hilton. We are not alone
Hinkle. Crazy dog,Ounly
Hinkle.Tomahawk

Hindus., Mother Russia

Hobart. Peacock sheds
ites tail

Hogan. Bear twins
Hogan. Nicodemus
Hogan, Twin deer

Hogeboom, Dogs and
how to draw them

Bolbrook. Holy old
Mackinaw

Holding. Innocent
Mrs, Duff

Holt. Wild Palomino

Hope. Bobbsey twins
at snow lodge

Hope. Bobbsey twins
on & houseboat

Hope. I never left home

Hope, Secret of the
tower
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Type of

Book

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult
Juvenile
Juvenile
Adult

Adult

Juvenile
Juvenile
Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Romance

Boys and Girls

Romance

Romance
Animals

Animals

History and travel

Temily life

Animals
Boys and girls
Animals

Art ,music,crafts

History

Mystery

Western

Adventure

Boys and girls

Current affairs

Mystery

Opinions of
Readers

Liked

Indifferent

Indifferent

Indifferent
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent



Author and Title

Hornely. Robin Hood
Buber. I know a story

Hueston. Mother went
mad. on Monday

Bughes. Thirteenth
Commandment

Humphrey. Father takes
us to Weshington

Humphries. Ann Starr -
staff nurse

Hunt. Billy Button's
buttered biscuits

Hunt. Boy who had no
birthday

Hunt, John of Pudding
Lane

Hunt. Little girl with
seven mames

Hutchinson. Chimney
corners stories

Hutchinson. Winter's
moon

Idell. Centennial
sumpmer

International Library
of famous literature

Iehimoto, East way,
west way

Ishvani. Brocaded sari

Jasger. Wildwood wiedom

Type of

- 22 -

Book

Juvenile
Juvenils

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenils

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Fairy tale
Fairy tale

Romance

Romance

Travel

Adventure

Boys and girls

Adventure

Historical

Historical

a

Falry tale

Romance

Family life

Other

Biography

Autoblography

Nature

Opinion of
Readers

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Jameg., My first home

Johnson. Mystery of
the seven murals

Jones. Swift flows
the river

Jones. Peter and
Gretchen

Jones., Ten Commsndments
Justus. Sarmy

Keeler. Bronco Bill's
circus

Keeler. Dog days
Keeler. Party for Happy
Keeler. Today with Dede

Xeene. Clue of the
broken locket

Keene. The clue of
the tapping heels

Kehiler. Movie workers
Kellend, Sugar foot

Keyes. River road

Keyes, Safe bridge

Klempner. Another night,-

another day

Kimbrough.Hearts were
groving up

Type of
Book

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

JYuvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile
Juvenile
Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile
Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult
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Subject of
Book

Animals

Mystery

Historical

Boys and girls

Philosophy
psychology
religion
Adventure

Animal

Animal
Animsal
Boys and girls

Mystery

Mystery

Art,music,crafts
VWestern

Romance

Romance

Romance

Biographical

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Disliked

Liked
Indffferent

Liked

Indifferent

Indifferent



Author and Title

King. Help the farmer

King. Those other
people

Kipling. How the ele-
phant got his trunk

Kissin. Raffy and the
honkebeest

Kjelgaard. Big red
Knight. Brave companion

Knight. Lassie come
home

Knight. This above all
Knight. Trouble at
Tarkey Hill

Knipe. Lucky sixpence
Kraue. The carrot seed

Kristofersen., Hans
Christian of ¥lisnore

Kuh, The farmer

Kyne., Dude woman
Kyne. Never the twain
Lane. 01d home town

Langdale. Lance of
Mystery Hollow

Langley. Lion in the
street

Lathrop. Northern
trail adventure

- 24 -

Type of
Book

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile
Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Juvenile
Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile
Adult
Adult
Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Animals

Romance

Fairy tales

Animals

Adventure
Animals

Animals

Romance

Mystery

Historical

Farm

Biogrsphy

Tarn
Western
Adventure
Family life

Adventure

Biographicel

Adventure

Opinion of
Beader

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Disliked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Indifferent

Liked
Indifferent
Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Disliked



Author and Title

Leaf, Grammar can be fun

Leaf, Manneres can be fun

Leaf. Rabbit hill

Leaf., Safety can be fun
Lee. Vanishing violin

Leighton. Singing cave

Lemas., New ideas in
woodcraft

Lenski, Little auto

Leonard. Expert in
murder

Lewis. Main street

Lewis. Againet the
darkening eky

Liebman, Peace of mind

Lincoln. Bradshaws of

Herness

Lindman. Snipo, snepp,
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Type of

Book

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile
Juvenile
Juvenile
Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

snurr and the red shoes

Lippincott. Bun, a
wild rabbit

Lobaugh, Shadows in
succession

Lockridge. Pinch of
poison

Logan., Nuree Merton
returns

London. White fang

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Other

Home and family
living

Animals
Other
Mystery

Mystery

Art,music,crafts

Science

Mystery

Historical
Family life
Philosophy
psychology
religion

Romance

. Boye &nd girls

Animals

Mystery

Mystery

Romance

Adventure

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Lorenzeni. Pinocchio

Loring. Grief before
night

Loring, We ride the
gale

Lothar, Beneath
enother sun

Lowe. Hello Michigan

Lownebery. Manta the
doll

Inand, Blondie and
Dagwood

Lyon, Yresh from
the hills

McCandle. Unforseen
McConnell. Bebo, the
- > balloon

MacDonald., 3gg & 1

MacDonald & Weisgard.
Little lost lamd

MacGrath, Half a rogue

MacInnis. Assignment
in Brittany

MacInnis, Horison
Mackay. Great lady
McMeekin., Journey cake
Malkus, Silver llama
Malkus, Wooden shoes

Manning. Trigger treil

Type of
Book

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult
Adult
Juvenils
Juvenile
Juvenile

Adult

- 26 -

Subject of
Book

Fairy tele

Romance

Romance

Historicel

Travel - history

Boys and girls

Family life

Travel

Mystery

Adventure

Farm £ iction

Animals

Romance

Adventure

Adventure
Biographical
Historical fiction
Animal

History and travel

Yestern

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent
Indifferent
Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Disliked

Indifferent

Indifferent
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked
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Author and Title Type of Subject of Opinion of
Book Book Reader
Martin, Death in the Adult Mystery Disliked
lime light
Martin. Bells of Adult Religious novel Liked
St. Mary's
Mason., Little story Juvenile Boys and girls Liked
book
Mason. Smiling hill farm Juvenils Farm Liked
Maughan. Narrow corner Adult Adventure Indifferent
Manldin. Up front Adult Current affairs,
cartoons, World War Liked
Maughan. Then and now Adult Historical Liked
Meader, Jonathan Juvenile Adventure Liked
goes west
Meader. Long trains roll Juvenile Adventure Liked
Meang., Adilla Mary of Juvenile Historical fiction Indifferent
014 New Mexico
Meeks, Little red car. Juvenile Science Liked
Meege. Her star in Juvenile Adventurs Liked
sight
Meikle john. Cart of Juvenile Boys and girls Liked
nany colors
Melville. Moby Dick or Adventure Liked
the white whale
Merrick, Northern nurse Adult Blography Liked
Merritt. Creep, shadow Adult Mystery Liked
Meyneng. Broken arc Adult Romance Disliked
Miller, Song after Adult Romance Indifferent
nidnight
Milne, House at Juvenile Animals Liked

Pooh Corner



Anthor and Title

Milne. Winnie the Pooh

Mitchell, Guess what's
in the grass

Montgomery. Magic for
Marigold

Moon. Deughter of
thunder

Moore. Spoonhandle

Morrow, We must march
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Type of
Book
Juvenile

Juvenils

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Mukerji. Hari, the JungleJuvenils

led

Mulford. Coming of
Cassidy

Murphy. Road from
Olivet

Murphy. Scarlet 1illy

Nathan. They went
on together

Newberry. April's
kittens

Newcomb., Astromony
for everybody

Norris, Flint
Norris, Lost sunrise

Norris., Love calls
the tune

Norris. Love of
Julia Borel

Norris. Over at
the Crowley's

Norris, Runaway

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult
Adult

Adult

Aqult

Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Animal

Nature

Romance

Boys and girls

Temily life

Historical fiction

Adventure

Western

Religious novel

Religious novel

Romance

Animale

Science

Family life
Romance

Romance

Romance

Romance

Romance

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked
Indifferent
Liked
indifferent
Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Indifferent

Liked
Liked
Liked

Indifferent
Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked

Indifferent



Aunthor and Title

Norfis. Sea gull

Norris. Second-hend
wife

North, Midnight and
Jeremish

O'Brien. Silver chief,
dog of the north

0'Brien. Silver chief
to the rescue

'‘0'Donnell. Day in and
day out

Ogley. Iron land

0lds. Jill, movie-maker

0llifent. Bob, son of
battle

Orton, Secret of the
Rosewood box

Ostenso. O river
remember

Oswald, Friskey the
goat

Oswald., My dog laddie

Page. Wilderness
adventure

Palmer, Lost and
found

Palmer, Mickey mouse

Papishvily. Anything
can happen

Parker. Animals wve
know
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Type of
Book

Adult

Adult

Juvanile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult
Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Romance

Romance

Animal

Animal

Animal

Boys and girls

Historical novel

Adventure

Animals

Mystery

Family life

Animal

Animals

Historical

Boys and girls

Animal

Travel

Nature

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent
Disliked

Dieliked
Liked
Indifferent
liked

Liked

Liked

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Parker. Our ocean
of air

Parkman, Oregon trail

Parmenter. As the
seed is sown

Parrish, Love under
fire

Parrott. Love goes
past

Parsons, Gay illiterate
Paschal. Clover creek

Patri. Child treining

Penl, Meyhem in B flat

Panli, Story of a
Christmas tres

Pease. Shanghal passage

Pei-Ying. Building the
Burma road

Perkins. Chinese twins

Perkins. Emperor's
phyeician

Perkins, Irish twins
Perkins, Tit and tat

Petersham, Stories

Peterson, Country
chronicle

Pettibone. Light down,
stranger
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Type of
Book

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult
Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenils

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Subject of
Mk~

Science

History

Romance

Romance

Romance

Biography
Adventure

Home and femily
living

Mystery

Other

Adventure

Current affairs

Boys end girls

Religious fiction

Boys and girls
Boys and girls
Philosophy
psychology
religion

Farm

Higtorical novel

Opinion of
Reader

Indifferent

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Disliked
Liked

Liked

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Peyton. San Antonia,
city in the sun

Porter. Freckles

Porter. Girl of the
limberlost

Porter. Just David

Pumphney. Pilgrimse
gstories and plays

Proctor. Turning leaves
Prakosch, Conspirators

Praudfit. Come and see
the ice box family

Prouty. Now, voyager
Pyle. Brave men

Pyle. Last chapter
Queesn. Devil to pay
Queen., Calamity town
Radlov, Cautious carp

Rahmer. Masterpiece of
oriental mystery

Raine, On the dodge

Ralphson. Boy scouts
in Mexico

Ralphson. Boy scouts
lost expedition

Rawlings. South moon
under

Rawlings. When the
vhipooorwill

Type of
Book

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adnlt

Juvenile

Adult
Adult

Juvenile

Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult
Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

-3 -

Subject of
Book

History and travel

Romance

Romance

Romance

History

Familylife
Historical

Home and family
living

Romance

Current affairs
Current affairs
Mystery
Mystery

Yairy tales

Mystery

Western

Adventure

Adventure

Romance

Romance

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Disliked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Indifferent



-~ 32 -

Author and Title Type of
Book

Rey. Pretzel Juvenils

Rich, ¥We took to Adult
the woods

Richardson. Sophie Juvenile
of the lazy B

Richmond. Twenty- Adult
fourth of June

Riesenberg. Men on & Adult
raft

Riggs. Little champion Juvenile

Rinehart., Alibi for Adult
Isabel

Rinehart. Crime book Adult

Rinehart. Dengsrous Adult
days
Rinehart. Doctor Adult

Rinehart. Man in lower Adult
ten

Robinson, Little Lucia Juvenile

Robinson, Sarah and Juvenile
her dog
Rogers. Will Rogers Adult

Ross. Farm in the family Juvenile

Buck,. He learned Adult
about women

Ruskin, King of the Juvenile
golden river

Sabin, Buffalo Bill Juvenile
and the overland trail

Saint Exupery. Little Juvenile
prince

Subject of
Book

Animal

Biogrephy

Western

Romance

Adventure

Animal

Mystery

Mystery

Romance

Mystery

Boys and girls

Boys and girls

Blography

Yarm fiction

Romance

Fairy teles

Biography

Fairy tale

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Saroyan. Human comedy

Savage. Pass
Schenk, Easter time

Schenk , lLean with
the wind

Schmidt. David the king

Seagrove. Burma
surgeon rsturns

Sedges. Townemen

Seeley, Chuckling
fingers

Seghers. Seventh cross

Segur. Wise little
donkey

Seifert. Bright
sealpel

Seifert. Trial of
Dr. Kildare

Selets. Hope deferred
Seltzer. Two gun man

Seltzer. Valley of the
stars

Self, Those Smith kids
Seton. Dragonwick

Seymour. Tangled skein

Shepiro. How o0ld storm-

along captured
Mocha Dick

Type of
Book

Adult

Adult
Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult
Adult
Adult

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Familylife

Western
Other

Romance

Religious novel

Current affairs

Familylife

Mystery

Historical

Animals

Romance

Romance

Biographical novel
VWestern

Vestern

Family life
Mystery

Mystery

Adventure

Opinion of
Reader

Indifferent
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Shellabarger. Captain
from Castile

Sherman & lLawford.
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Type of
Book

Adult

Adult

Eesentials of nutrition

Shurtlief. Short leash
Simon, Straw in the sun

Singmaster. Work
and sing

Skidmore. Hill doctor

Skinner. Emerald story
book

Skinner. Our hearts
were young and gay

Slobodkin. Caps for
sale

Slobodkin, Megic
Michael

Smith, Chicken world
Smith., No better land
Smith., Tom's trip
Smith, A tree grows

in Brooklyn
Sondergaard. Biddy

end the ducks
Spencer. Guerilla wife

Sperry. Coconut the
wonder tree

Spring. Hard facts
Spyri. Dora

Spyri. Moszli

Adult
Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile
Adult
Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Historical

Home and family
living

Animal

Biogrephy

Art ,masic,craft

Adventure

Faliry tale

Travel

Animal

Boys and girls

Farm
Farm
Boys and girls

Family 1ife

Animals

Carrent affaires

Nature

Romance

Boys and girls

Boys and girls

Opinion of
Resder

Liked

Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
indifferent
disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Disliked

Disliked



Author and Title

Spyri. Veronica

Statesmansg yearbook

1945

Stearns. Spunky the
donkey and Leander
the gander

Steinbeck, Of mice
and men

Stern. Thunderstrom
Stevenson. Abe Lincoln

Stevenson. Georgs
Washington

Stevenson. Inland
travel

Stone, Clarinda of
cherry lane farm

Stone. Fun for Tom
end Jip

Stone. Immortal wife

Stone., Inga of
Porcupine mine

Stone, Pepe was the
saddest bird

Stong. Honk, the moose
Storm., Nip and Tuck
Stout. Red box

Street. Gauntlet

Street. By valour and
arms

Street. In my
father's house

- 35 -

Type of

Book
Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult
Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Aduls

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile
Juvenile
Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult

Subject of
Book

Boys and girls

Current affairs

Animels

Adventure

Romance

Biography

Biography

Travel

Boys and girls

Boys and girls

Biogrephicel novel

Boys snd girls

Animal

Animal
Animal
Mystery
Religlous

Historical

Femily 1life novel

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Struthers. Mre. Miniver

-~

Sture.-Vasa. Green
grasé of Wyoming

Sture.-VYesa. My friend-

Flicka

Tall book of nursery
tales

Tarry. My dog Rinty

Tengren. Bed-time
stories

Te lhet. Retreat from
Dolphin

Terhune, Dscorating
for you

Terhune, Buff-a collie

Terhane, Dog nsmed
Chips

Thane. From thie day
forward

Thompson. Alice of
0ld Vincennes

Thompson. Crossrosds
for Penelope

Thorne. Chips
Thorton. Justly dear
Tolstoy. War and peace

Tomkinson. Welcome
wildernees

Tousey. Cowboy Tommy

Tousey. Fisherman
Tommy

- 36 -

Type of
Book

Adult

Adult

Juven ile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile
Adult
Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Family life

Animal

Animal

Fairy tsles

Animal

Fairy tales

Adventure

Art,mucic,crafts

Animal

Animal

Romance

Historical

Adventure

Animal
Biographical novel
Historical novel

Higtorical novel

Boys and girls

Boys end girls

Opinion of
Reader

Indifferent
Liked
Liked
Disliked

Indifferent

Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Disliked
liked

Disliked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Author and Title

Tousey. Little bears
pinto poney

Tousey. Ned and the
rustlers

Tousey. Steamboat Billy
Train., Yankee lawyer

Travers. Mary Poppins
comes back

Troxell, Beby animals

Tuder. Snow before
Christmas

Tunis. Champion's
choice

Tunis. Xid comes back

Tunie. Kid from
Tomkingville

Turnbull, Dey must dawn

Turpin, Rickie's
puppy dog

Uncéeet... The wild
orchid

Types of farming in U.S,

Van Stockum, Gerrit
and the organ

Vestal, The Migsouri

Wadsworth., Paul Bunyen
and his big blue ox

Wakeman, Hucksters

Waldeck. White panther

-37 -

Type of
Book

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile
Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Subject of
Book
Animals

Adventure

Adventure

Biography

Fairy tales

Animals

Other

Sport

Sport
Sport

Historical

Animal
Eomance

Yarm

Adventure

History and travel

Fairy tele

Other

Animal

Opinion of
Reader
Liked

Liked

Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Disliked

Liked

Disliked

Liked
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Author and Title Type of

Yetby. Foxee of Harrow Adult

Zachry. Let's mske
something

Juvenile

Zara. Ruth Middleton Adult

Book

Subject of
Book
Historicsl

Art,music,crafts

Biographical novel

MAGAZINES READ AND OPINICN OF THEM GIVEN BY

Opinion of
Reader

Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Liked

MICHIGAN COUNTY LIBRARY USERS SURVEYED DECEMBER 1946

Magagine Type of
Magazine
Children's activities Juvenile
American girl Juvenile
Charm Adult

Field and Stream
Goodhousekeeping

Harper's Nov. 1946

House and Garden
Ladies Home Journsl
Ladies Home Journal

National Geographical

Parents'
Popular comics

Popular mechanics

Time
Saturday Post

Saturday Evening Post

Subject of
Megagine

Juvenile

Juvenile

Women and home
Sport and outdoors
Women and home

Monthly and
quarterly review

Women and home
Women and home
Women and home

Geography and
travel

Women and h ome
Juvenile comics

Popular science
and mechanics

News weekly

General weekly

General weekly

Opinion of
Reader

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked



Anthor and Title

Wiege. Picture book
of animals

Wiege. Wallie the
walrus

¥ilder. Farmer boy

Wilder. Little house
in the big woods

¥ilder. On the banks
of Silver Creek

VWilder. These happy
golden years

¥ilder. Heaven's my
destination

Wiley. Wildcet

Willoughby, Sandra
O'Moore

Wilson. Wilhemina's
wish

Winsor. Forever Amber
Wodehouse. Brinkley
manor

Wodehouse, Joy in
the morning

Wongsetler. Yanksin
action

World Almenac 1946

Wright. Art of
conversation

Wright., Begun in
laughter

Writer's program.Texas

Type of
Book

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

SubJect of
Book
Animals

Animels

Historicel

Historical

Historical

Historical

Romance

Romance

Boys and girls

Romance

Romance

Adventure

Current affairs

Current affairs

Other

Romance

Opinion of
Resder
Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Disliked
Liked
Liked

Indifferent

Liked

Liked

Liked

History and travel Liked



Author and Title

VWalker, Winter wheat

¥Waller. Cry in the
wilderness

Walpole. Killer and
the slain

Ward. Snake pit

Ware. Cragy dog

Webber. Above and
below

Weitenkarpf. How to
appreciate prints

Wentworth., Chinese
shawl

West. Friendly
persuagion

Vheeler. Boy with the
western Indians

White. Arigona nights
Vhite. Family affairs

VWhite. Wild geese
calling

White. Migtress
Magham's repose

White. Peter Domanig;
morning in Vienna

Vhite. Changing West
¥hitney. Silver inkwell

Vhitney. A window for
Julie

Wiese. Xaroo

- Lo -

Type of

Book

Adult

Adul¢

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Juvenile

Adult

Adult

Adult

Juvenile

Adult
Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult

Adult
Juvenile

Juvenile

Juvenile

Subject of
Book

Farm fiction

Romance

Adventure

Biogrephical

Animals

Nature

Art,music,crafts

Mystery

Farm fiction

Adventure

Western
Tamily life

Adventure

Fairy tales

Blographicsal

History and travel
Adventure

Adventure

Animals

Opinion of
Reader

Liked

Indifferent
Liked
Liked
Disliked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked

Liked

Disliked

Liked

Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Liked
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The following titles were not used in the classification analysie

because complete information was not obtsinable with the sources available.

Author Title Opinion of Rezder
Alexander William, the whele hunter Liked
Atherton Tower of ivory Liked
Allen Let me die Tuesday Liked
Beaty 014 Abe. Liked
Bramhall Button, button Indifferent
Collings Just for the hell of it Disliked
Cooper ¥indjamming to Fiji Liked
Corelli Master Christian Liked
Corle Listen bright angel Liked
Coughan Wishing well Liked
Dearborn Country days Liked
De Jong Somewhat angels Liked
Edwards Merino Liked
Ethridge This 1little pig went to market Liked
England Beloved gypsy Indifferent
Fitszsgerald Treil of the ragged fox
Titzgerald Ve are besieged Indifferent
Gaddis Shabby glory Liked
Gardner "four titlee of Perry Liked
Magon mysteries®
Gay Home for Sandy Liked
Gilmour Trying Toby Liked
Group Book of small houses Liked

Haberman How about tomorrow morning Disliked



Author
Hill

Hogan

Hornby

Lovell and Hecker
MacNaughton
Maisgden

Maish

Miller

Miller

Mitchell

Moree

Nichols

Olsen

Piper

Radford
Randall
Rhode
Richardson
Richardeon
Ritner
Ruston
Saville
Scott

Scott

- 42 <

Title

City dog and the
country cat

Four great oaks

Khaki is more thsn a color

Best sport stories

Mise Liszie

Wicked sister

The sad prince

Peter was & pirate

Close to my heart

Cat's don't need coffins

Children's hour with
Bonnie and Berry

Kitty Carter

That girl, Jennifer
Secret of the lake house
King of the grizzlies
Ransom

Shelter without wells
Cinnamon spice

Spy in the hills

Black circle

Counsel for the defense

Opinion of Reader

Liked
Liked

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Indifferent
Liked

Disliked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked

Dieliked

Indifferent



Author

Spencer
Stanley
Tahori

Van Siller
Welsh

WVhiteford

Whiteman
Winchester
Wise
Woodruff

¥Wright

- b3 -

Title

Falge witness
Prairie kid
Boneath the stone
One alone

Last buffalo hunter

How Sandy Squirrel
got his tail

Playmates in print

ort told‘tales of Lincoln
Awey with the circus
Call the next witnees
Half wolf

Art of Walt Dieney
Childhood favorite fairy
Crimson War

New path to read

Simple sketching

Spotted rabbit

Ted's airplane

Six books for children
for school

OCpinion of Reader

Liked
Liked
Indifferent
Liked
Indifferent

Liked

Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Liked
Indifferent
Liked
Liked

Liked
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