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ABSTRACT

This study was designed to compare some personality factors
in delinquent and non-delinguent boys. The primary theoretical ap-
proach utilized was psychoanalytic; hoveier, other research findings
were also considered. From this literature, the following predic-
tions were made: the non-delinguents show a more positive attitude
toward their father and faﬁily than the delinquents; the delinquents
show a more positive attitude toward their mother than the non-de-
linquents; the delinquents show more emotional immaturity (mani-
fested by narcissism, lack of guilt, inability to delay satisfaction
of needs, aspirations for easily obtained goals, and strong emotion-
al dependence on the family) than the non-delinquents.

There were 83 boys in the delinquent group and 70 boys in the
non-delinquent group. The groups were controlled for age, sex, in-
telligence, and socio-economic status. The tool used was the sen-
tence completion technique which consists of 36 incomplete sen-
tences dealing with nine areas including Father, Mother, Family,
Friends, Fears, Abilities, Goals, Future, and Guilt. The comple-
tions to each item were categorized, and approximately one-third
of them were classified by another judge besides the author. There
was 92.5% agreement between the two judges.

0f the 36 comparisons made, 24 Chi square values at or be-
yond the .05 level were obtained. The results indicated that the
delinquents tend to feel somewhat negative toward their father, and

family; however, there were no significant differences in regard to



£he mother. The delinquents show considerable emotional immaturity
as it was defined in the hypothesis.. Also, the delinquents are sus-
picious of their friends; they are more fearful of the people to
whom they are expected to be especially close; they retreat or be-
come emotional when the odds are against them; and they have a
pessimigtic attitude toward the future.

The findings were discussed in the framework of psychoanaly-
tic theory and in relation to known family disorganization which
most of the delinquents have experienced. A reservation must be
mgde regarding the results because of the variable of institution-
alization which was present with the experimental grouwp but not

with the control group.
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I INTRODUCTION

The complex problem of delinquency has leng beem of interest
to the man on the street, as well as te professionals. Many vari-
ables have beem proposed and studied as possible related faetors.
Often, even today, in lay eireles anti-soeial behavior is eomsid-
ered to be hereditary.

Researchers are foreed te asecept the legal definitiom ef de-
liaqueney. This is not ideal because of the many juveniles wheo
commit delimguent acts but are net eomsidered delinquent beeause of
many extraneous factors. Sueh fasters as the father's ecewpatiean
and secie-economic status, the residential district im which the
family lives, and the ability of a boy te avoid detectien, all play
a crucial role iam being considered delinquent in the eyes of the
eourt. Also, many of the same faetors are operating when the judge
decides if he shoeuld commit the delimqueat to an imstitution. Thus
many adelescent boys who commit delimquent acts are met imeluded in
the delimqueat growp as it is defimed in this study. This is a
shortcoming whieh must be recognized but ecan't be resolved.

An impertant peimt whieh should be made here is that the twe
basic appreaches te the study of delimquensy are the gemotypie amd
the phemotypic appreaches. In the past a number of prof.s.ionil
peeple have deme research directed teward cemstitutiomal, heredi-
tary, or genetie¢ facters and their relatiem to delimquemey (8,20).
The majority ef comtemporary professional peeple, however, co-pléte-
ly reject this approach. They are ecomvineed that the eauses for
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delinquency and the answers to this preblem lie im the social sei-
ences. Healy (9) writes that the role that persomality deviatioms
play in the genesis of delinquent behavier stamds eut mest stremgly.
Psychology as eme of the social sciences has become imterest-
ed and comcerned with the problem of delimquency. Some psychelo-
gists (11, 19) feel that im the future delinquents will be spetted
with almost the same sceuraey as academic tests predict sehoel
ashievement. It is felt that many of the dynamics imvolved stem
frem proccsses"hieh are of concern to the paycheleogist. Altheugh
many psychelogists have convictioms about some ef the sauses of de-
linquent behavier, very few will deay the coencept eof multiple eaus-
atiem (18). The object of this researeh is to study some persemal-

ity facters im delimqueney.



II REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE PERTINENT TO

PERSONALITY FACTORS IN DELINQUENCY

Delimqueney has beer of comsiderable comcera to researeh
workers, whose imterest has cemtered for the mest part arouand eul-
tural, social and physical faeters (1,3,7,9,12,13). A eomsiderable
amount of the literature comeernimng delimnquent persomality strueture
has a psychoanalytie orieatatiom (1,2,7,12,13).

The discussiom that follows will review some of the litera-
ture with partieular emphasis oa certaim persomality variables.
These variables are the ones omr whi¢h most ef the imformatioan may
be expeeted to be obtaimed from the study.

The family is probably the most importamt imstitutioa eoa-
tributing to the development amd suppert of the persomality (7,8).
Undesirable ecomnditions in the family may himder normal persomality
development as is exhibited im delimquemey. As Sadler put it: "it
is the loveless home that breeds erime®™ (18, p. 746). The follow-
ing is a broad psychoanalytie aceount of how mermal psyeholegical
developmeat takes place and its relatiom to soeial adaptionm (7).

Early emotional relationships betweem the child and other
persoms are very importamt. Some of these emotioms link the e¢hild
to the mother and are respomsible for brimnging about a modificatioa
of the originally amti-social instimctive urges. These modified
impulses them become part of the imdividual's charaeter. Umder-
standing and suffieient time is meeessary if the modificatiom is to

be sueceessful. If imndiffereme¢e or impatiemnce prevails, suddeam re-
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pression of instinctive urges may result, bringing with it the
danger of an unmodified anti-social instinct breaking through a-
gainst the wishes of the individual later in life. This unmodified
anti-social instinct may manifest itself in the form of aggressive-
ness ané lack of respect for the laws and mores of the society.
During latency and puberty the child tries to channel and control
his instincts, but if they are repressed and excluded from consciows-
ness, adequate integration does not occur. The energy which is
continuously required to hold the forbidden urge or a related urge
back in the unconscious is wasted, when it could be directed into
social channels. Frequently harsh or inconsistent treatment (alter-
nating between a strict and a permissive attitude) results in ex-
cessive repression of instinctive urges. Often also an atmosphere
exigsts whereby the child's anti-social instinctive pleasures are
nourished. An atmospheré of indifference regarding the gratifica-
tion of anti-social instincts can be seen as approval by the child.
This tends to exaggerate the child's aggressive inclinatioms in

that proper defenses are not develéped to inhibit or displace the
inclinations.

Crucial to the modification of the instincts is the emotiom-
al attachment to the mother and "the knowledge that the love and
approval of this persom are more important to the self than the im-
mediate gratification of instinctive desires" (7, p. 69). The es-
sential aim in social adaptation is the possibility of forming good
object relationships. Most of the relationships formed in later

life are greatiy affected by the pattern of the first experiences.
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Within this mother-child relationship, the child learns to delay
satisfaction of his desires, thus accepting the "reality principle®
instead of the original "pleasure principle." Without acceptance of
the "reality principle" social adaptation is impossible. Children
who have an unhappy reiationship with the mother will meet with

the greatest difficulties later on. ™"One characteristic which all
delinquents have in common is their iiability to postpone desires
because they cannot form good relationships with the people in

their surroundings, and this results in their excessive self-love"
(7, pe 70). The separation of the child from his mother, as well

as an inconsiderate attitude on the part of the mother, makes the
development of an object relationship on a sound basis impossible.

The pattern of emotional relationships developed during the
Oedipus phase, aside from directly affecting the love life of the
individual, also influences his attitude to people in authority.
This alone makes the Oedipus development an important phase in
social adaptation. A resolved Oedipus situation results in the es-
tablishment of a "friendly relationship® between the father and son,
and after the difficulties of puberty there will be a sound basis
for "equality" between them. Both neurotic and amti-social ad-
justients can result from disturbances which occurred in the ear-
lier stages of development.

Under certain conditions the fear comnected with the expres-
sion of instinctive urges at the phallic phase results in regres-
sion of the libido to an earlier stage of development, usually the
anal-sadistic phase. One prerequisite for this occurrence is a

fixation of instinctive energy at this earlier phase. In this case

the relationship to the persons in the environment is a sado-maso-
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ehistie ome, and imstimctive pleasure is experiemced in the form
of wishimg to iurt and to be hurt. This situatiom is very often
related to anti-social behavier.

One possible result of Oedipal difficulty is the passive-
feminine attitude of the boy towards his father. This attitude en-
tails the loss of masculinity which has to be repressed, and the
boy frequently feels foreced to defend himself against these tenden-
¢ies by displayimg an attitude of foreed aggressiveness and "man-
liness." Instincts, however, eontinually strive for satisfactienm,
and the'passive-feminine attitude may show itself in the dependence
of the boy om older and often aggressive and anti-gsocial youmg men
whieh results in aetions whieh he would not dare to umdertake on
his own.

Very clesely related to the Oedipus comflict and of extreme
importance for later social adjustment is the formation of the eon-
science or super-ego., It is necessary for the child to identify
himself with the paremts at the end of the Oedipws phase. The idem-
tification is mecessary for "otherwise his conscience will net be-
eome independent of the outside world" (7, p. 72). Durimg ome
phase in the develepment of the super;ego, the child identifies
himgelf with the demands and desires of the paremts but still their
presense, their approval and their punishment is neeessary ima erder
to do the right thing. It is possible, however, for a boy to imter-
nalize a eonsecience im a mormal fashiom but still aet as though
nomne existed. This would eceur if the ethical e¢ode of the immedi-
ate family is a criminal or amti-soeial onme.

One showld not ignore the fact that the development of the
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super-ego is influemeed by the imstimctive development of the earli-
er phase. There are many poimts during the Oedipal phase where
difficulties e¢an arise amd lead to abnormal psychological develep-
ment and anti-gsecial behavior.

Many delinquents are the victims of indifferenee or aectual
hogtility by their parents. They feel their pareants aren't eon-
cermed about their welfare. They do not identify themselves with
their fathers nearly as much as non-delinquents (8). 1In spite of
this feeling of rejectien delinquents eftem appear te be mere de-
pendent upom their paremts (13).

Banay (3), Glueck (8) and others (1,7,12) feel that am wmre-
solved Oedipus complex is a crucial factor im delinqueney. Lindner
(12) writes that mothers of psychopaths, eomse¢iously or wneconscious-
ly, evertly or covertly, seduce their ehildren. "I was led to an
understanding ef the factor of the speeial incestuous preoccupation
in delinquemats whea collecting data for a study om matricide. Crim-
inals are most threatened bi comments regarding their mother"

(12, p. 151).

Another very apparent element im the persenality make-up of
delinquents is emotional immaturity (3,8,18). Delimnquents are more
in¢limed to the immediate imdulgenee of their appetites tham non-
delinquents; they are less c¢ritical ef themselves and are mere gelf-
centered (8). In many respects the delinquent resembles the very
younrg ehild. Egocentric to the extreme, he has mo "real leve" for
anyome aside from himself; meither e¢an he put himself in the jlace
of others, nor does he realize what effect his conduct may have on

them (18). Banay writes, "there is no doubt, that the factor that
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serves begt to charasterize potential delimquents is emotional im-
maturity" (3, p. 134). It might be expected that delinquemnts would
have mere immature goals and feel differently about the future than
would nom-delinquents.

One of the most ecommon e¢haracteristics ascribed to the de-
linqueat is his apparent laek of guilt or his "umderdeveloped" econ-
science. Sadler (18) feels that beecause delinguents do met possess
the average type of éonscionce, they suffer little from feelings ef
guilt., Biﬁay (3) suggests other possibilities whem he says that
in spito'of their desensitizatien to wromg, there is apparently a
direet sorrelation between seriousmess of delinquemnecy and the de-
gree of neurotic tendeney or emotionality. Alchherm (1) feels
somewhat different about the issue. He writes that much delimquency
is the result of guilt whereby the boy attempts to relieve the
guilt with pumishment and this is why he will not aceept the affec-
tion of others. Healy (9) has found that im some ¢ases delinqueats
do feel guilty and their delinquency is an attempt to punish this
guilt. There appears to be considerable disagreemeat im regard to
the presenee or absence of guilt in the delinquent; however, it ean
be hypothesized that the delinquents will shew less disturbance in
this area tham the mon-delinquents.

In the Glueck (8) stwdy it was foumnd that delinquemts ex-
pressed more childish notions about what they wamted to do in life.
They were inelimed to adventurous occupations er to work requiring
little training. They arpear to be mere imterested in the direct
and eonerete as opposed to the symbolic and imtellestual. Merrill

(13) has foumd that the goals of delinquemts are more immediate
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and mere easily obtained than goals of mom-delinquents.

In regard te fear, nom-delinquents more often than delim-
quents express fear of some animal or animals (13). Glueek foumd
that delinqueats are less concerned about failure amd defeat than
nor-delinquents. In regard to abilities there appears to be less
"helplessness" among delinquents (8); however, this e¢owld be a de-

fense meehanism against underlyimg feelings of inferiority (9).



III PROBLEM AND HYPOTHESIS

From the preceding account of personality structure and

especially its development, one would expect that some personality

differences exist between the delinquent and the non-delinguent

groups.

In accordance with the previous discussion, four major pre-

dictions were to be tested in this study.

1.

2.

3.

The delinquents express a more negative
attitude toward their father than the
non=-delinquents.

The delinquent group shows a more posi-
tive attitude toward their mother than
the non-delinquent group.

A negative attitude is reflected by the
delinquents regarding the family as com-
pared to the non-delinquentse.

The delinquent group is more emotionally
immature than the non-delinquents. This
emotional immaturity may be expressed in
the following characteristics: narcissism;
lack of guilt; inability to delay satis-
faction of needs; aspirations for immature,
easily obtained goals; and strong emotional
dependence on the family.



IV GROUPS

The Sentence Completion Test was administered to 105 nonde-
1inqnont¢ and 92 delinquents. Because of the esontrols imposed by
the study, (see Table 1) it was nesessary to eliminate 35 boys from
the non-delinquent group and nine boys from the delinquent group.
The non-delinquent sample was drawn at random from Eastern High
School in Lansing, Michigan. The delinquent growp consisted of
boys committed to Boys' Vocational School (BVS) in Lansing, Michi-
gan. It was the first commitment to BVS by the Court for easch
delinguent subject.

TABLE 1

AGE, INTELLIGENCE AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE
EXPERIMENTAL AND CONTROL GROUPS

Group Age Soc-Ec Status I;Q. .
K 15 16 Iv v Mean 8.D.
Delinguents 83 53 30 52 31 98.11 8.55
Non-delinguents 70 W 22 LT 2k 99.3k 8.28

Because of the nature of the BVS population, the study was
restricted to males. The ages of the subjects were 15 and 16 years.
A Chi square showed no significant difference in the age distribu-
tion. The other two variables which were controlled were intelli-
gence and socio-economic status. The intelligence of the BVS growp
was measured by an abbreviated form of the WISC and WAIS (VIBS) and
the intelligence of the non-delinquent growp was measured by the
California Mental Maturity Test. All of the subjects used in the
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study had measured intelligence scores ranging between 85 and 115.
A t test indicated that the distribution of intelligence scores be-
tween the two groups was comparable. The VIBS of the WISC and WAIS
was used for the non-delinquent group because it is part of a battery
of tests which is administered to every boy that enters BVS. Like-
wise, the California Mental Maturity Test was accepted as a measure
of intelligence for the non-delinguent group because it is admin-
istered to every person that enters Eastern High School. Altus
found a high correlation between the verbal and nonverbal parts of
the CTMM and WISC.®*

The tool used to equate the groups for socio-economic status
was the Two Factor Index of Social Position devised by Hollingshead
(10). Because the subjects were the only source of information, it
was necessary to use an instrument for social position which required
information commonly known by adolescents. The information from
which the Social Position was devised was the occupation and educa-
tional level of the father. This tool classifies the father in one
of five categories ranging from the highest Social Position of I to
the lowest Social Position of V. Only the boys whose father had a

Social Position of IV or V were considered for the study.

*Altus, Grace T., "Relationships Between Verbal and Nonverbal
Parts of the CTMM and WISC," J. Consult. Psych., 1955, 19:143-144,




V PROCEDURE

The Sentence Completion Test which is an adaptation and an
abbreviation of the one described by Sacks and Levy (17) was admin-
istered in groups, and to the delinquent population as part of a
larger battery of tests. This tool was considered most adequate be-
cause it is8 a projective test which places minimal restrictions on
the range of possible responses. Also, it deals with the areas of
personality which are proposed in the hypothesis. This abbreviated
test has been used by Rabim (15) for research purposes. The test
consists of 36 incomplete sentences dealing with nine areas: Father,
Mother, Family, Friends, Fears, Abilities, Goals, Future, and Guilt.

The incomplete sentences were given on two mimeographed
sheets with considerable space left over for completion. The fol-
lowing instructions were given verbally:

"Put your name, age, and father's occupation at the

top of the paper. What are some of the ways that

this incomplete sentence could be finished? John

and you.......Responses. Okay, here are some more

for you to finish. What you put down will in no

way harm you, so put down the very first idea that

comes to your mind, regardless of what it is. Do

them as fast as you can and don't skip any. If

there are any questions about the meaning of a

word, feel free to raise your hand."
All of the subjects were given whatever time they needed. In spite
of the encouragement to complete all of the items, some omissions
occurred. The omissions were not dealt with in the results. This
practice is justified in the literature by Rotter and Rafferty (16).

The completions to each sentence were classified in a manner
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dictated by the data. When applicable, the elassification system
(for a single item) used by Rabin in two recent studies (14,15) was
applied to this study. For the other items, however, it was neces-
sary to establish a "classification scheme"™; an empirical procedure
utilized by Rabin (14,15) in two recent studies. A reliability check
was made by having a judge (other than the experimenter) score 1622
completions. This procedure was followed for aprroximately one-
third of the responses to each item. The experimenter and judge

were found to be in disagreement on only 122 out of the 1622 re-
sponses, resulting in 92.5% agreement.

It was found necessary to establish the category "other" in
order to classify all of the responses to a number of items. This
category includes a variety of completions which couldn't readily
be placed in a more meaningful category.

The data was tested for significance by means of the Chi
square technique. The two-tailed test was appropriate throughout

since the predictions were of a general nature.



VI RESULTS

A total of 36 comparisons was made out of the total of 36
items. Of the comparisons, 24 Chi square values significant at the
«05 level or beyond were obtained. Because of the nature of the re-
sponses given to item 15, it was scored in two ways. After an in-
dividual item analysis, the four items dealing with the family were
analyzed globally because this analysis best differentiated between
the two groups. Also, items 12 and 13 had to be dealt with some-
what differently than the others because a majority of the delinguent
responses to these items reflect econcern over their release from the
institution. This is a factor which is not present in the control
group. The results of items 12 and 13 are not considered a part of
the 24 significant Chi square values. Significant differences were
found in every area with the exception of the four "Mother" items.

The items dealing with the father, mother and family were
scored similarly on the basis of the affective nature of the re-
sponses. All items in these areas were scored either as positive
or "other" (neutral and negative), or as "other" (positive and neu-
tral) or negative. These items could not all be classified the same
because some items (10, 19, 28, in Table 2 and item 35 in Table 3)
have a negative lead which tended to initiate, at best, neutral

type responses.
In regard to the "father" items, Table 2 shows that signifi-

cant differences were obtained to the responses on three out of the
four items. The fourth item leaned strongly im the direction of the
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TABLE 2

RESPONSES OF DELINQUENT (D) AND NON-DELINQUENT (N) ADOLESCENTS
~_TO ITEMS THAT DEAL WITH FATHER

Items 1l 10 19 28
D N D N D N D N

Positive 15 26
Other 62 39

(negative er meu.)
Negative ’ 45 22 30 14 25 12
Other 32 Lo 47 54 51 55

(positive or neu.)
P less than .01 .01 «02 «10

other three. The nem-delinquent populatiem indieated positive feel-
ing teward the father er absence of negative feeling with responses
such as, "is bad" to item 1, (I feel that my father seldom....),
"not work so hard" to item 10 (If my father would emly....), and
"was feeling better" to item 19 (I wish my father....). These re-
sponses are meutral er positive (which would be the ease for item
1) so items 10 and 19 were e¢lassified in the ether category. Item
1l was classified in the positive category. A sample of the nega-
tive type delinqueat responses are "thinks of me" to item 1, "lig-
ten” to item 10, and "would go te hell" for item 19.

Table 3 indicates that there is ne signifiecant difference on
the "mether" items. Items eight and 35 shew a tendeney imn the di-
rection of a more pesitive attitude by the delinguents toward their
mother; however, a Chi square ef zero was obtained on items 17 and

26.
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TABLE 3

RESULTS OF THE MOTHER ITEMS

Items 8 17 26 35
D N D N D N D N
Pesitive 59 42 64 57 55 48
Other 23 27 16 13 25 22
(negative or neutral)
Negative ‘ 29 35
Other 39 29
(pesitive or meutral)
Chi square 1.92 (o} (o} 1.94
P 1less tham .20 N.S. N.S. «20

Table 4 lists the results of the family items. There were
no signifiecant differences indicated by the individual item anal-
ysis; hoewever, three of the four items suggested a tendeney em the
part of the nen-delinquents teward a mere positive attitude. Be-

TABLE &4

RESPONSES TO THE FAMILY ITEMS

Items 7 16 25 34 Glebal
D B D N D N D N D N

Pesitive 50 50 656 L&k L1 L&S 22 26 30 36

Other 26 15 22 24 35 22 48 38 53 34
(negative or meutral)

Chi square 2.22 1.1k 2.92 1.17 3,86

P less than ’ «20 . 30 «10 . 30 005

ecause of the suggested patterm, it was felt that a glebal amalysis
would better differentiate the twe groups. The glebal analysis
refers to the everall impression of the judges toward the eemple-

tions of each individual to the '"Family'" items. The glebal analy-
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sis of the "Family" items (listed im Table 4) indieates to a sig-
nificant degree that the non-delinquents have a mere pesitive at-
titude toward the family than do the delinquents. Responses such
as "is a kind one" to item 7 (Compared with most families, mime....),
and "are happy" for item 25 (Mest families I knew....), eharacter-
izes the non-délinqnent group. The delinqnént responses were less
frequently eof a positive nature. Some examples are "is mean' te
item 7, and "argue" for item 25.

There were five significant differences feund en the eemple-
tions to the four items dealing with "Friends'" which are listed in
Table 5. Item 6 (I feel that a real friend....), suggested a high
degree of marcissism in the delinquent pepulation as eompared teo

TABLE 5

DIFFERENCES ON THE FRIENDS ITEMS

Items 6 15 15 L 33

Nare¢issism 31 17
Other ks 51

Shew-eff, brag, etc. 17 39
Other . 65 31

Self-reference | 33 5
Other Lo 65

Friends or Peers 5 27
Family 33 8
Other 32 34

Sugpieieus, negative 17 13
Other 16 34

Chi square 5.72 224 36 23-81 18.70 5.“‘9
P less than .02 .0l .0l .0l .02




MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

OF AGRICULTURE AND APPLIED SCIENCE « EAST LANSING

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

25 September 1959

University Library
Gentlemen:

The following thesis for Fall term 1929 is
being submitted herewith:

A COMPARISON OF SOME PERSONALITY ASPECTS OF
DELINQUENT AND NON-DELINQUENT BOYS BY MEANS
CF A SENTENCE COMPLETION TECENIQUE by Mark
Herman Thelen, master's degree thesis.

Yours very truly,

,ﬂ

:Z;uoL/— » /<Z%SZZLC{,¢,/

RN

(Mrs.) Gerardine Stornant
Secretary Executive

Encl. 1
GRS’mO

- - v Sy

ssistiec respomse

scored twice. The
2it" type responses
* all ef the re-

art and make fun of
-reference categer-
slike for peeple

3 showed dislike

:0 hurt them. A

in the self-refer-
Wtry te show off"
se.

.cates that mere de-
ie best. The non-

* they like best.
ther." Completioens

in the latter cate-

aound, my friends
‘he subjects seo
mpletions suggest
mds in their ab-

. suspieiousness teo-

wenquents. The typi-

cal completions whieh were considered of a suspicious nature were

"talk about me" or something very similar.



-19-
the men-delinguent group. An example of a nareissistie respomse
would be, "will e¢omfort you" er "stieks by yeu."

Item 15 (I don't like people whe....) was scored twice. The
first classification dealt with "brag' and '"coneeit" type responses
as oppesed to "ether." It was necessary to scere all ef the re-
sponses twice because a respense such as "act smart and make fun of
me" is eligible for both the "brag" and the self-reference categer-
ies. The non-delinquent popuiatioi expressed dislike for peeple
whe show eff and brag whereas the delinguent boys showed dislike
for peeple who dislike them eor whe do semething to hurt them. A
completion sweh as "hurt my feelings" was placed in the self-refer-
ence categery as opposed teo a completion such as "try to show off"
whieh was scored as a show-off, brag type respensé.

Item 24 (The people I like best....), indicates that more de-
linquents saw their family as the people they like best. The non-
delinguents indicated their friends as the people they like best.

An example of the former is "are my father and mother." Completiens
such as "are my friends who like me" were placed in the latter cate-
gory.

‘he pwnetuation en item 33 (When I'm not areund, my friends
eeees), Was net interpreted correctly by seme of the subjects seo
these were eliminated. Hewever, the remaining cempletions suggest
that the delinquents are suspicieus ef their friemds im their ab-
sence. Omly 19% ef the non-delinguents indiecated suspieiousness te-
ward their friends as cempared to 52% ef the delinquents. The typi-
¢al coempletions whieh were considered of a suspicious natiro were

"talk about me" or gomething very similar.
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The differences of three of the feur items shown in Table 6
dealing with "fears" were found te be significant. Item 5 (I knew
it is silly but I am afraid of....), indicates that the delinquent
growp expressed a fear of people as compared to the non-delinquent
growp whieh denies to some degree any fears whatsoever. The re-
sults of item 5 are in agreement with the results of Ne. 14 where
the delinquents' cempletions as compared to the non-delinquent re-
sponses reflect a fear of parents, friends, and themselves. Alse,

TABLE 6

RESULTS OF THE FEARS ITEMS

Items 5 14 23 32
D N D N D N D N

Peeple 25 12 18 8
Nething 2 10
Other 51 42 62 58
Parents, friends & self 15 4
Nething 2 10
Other 60 53
Vielate norms & rules 28 10
Other kg 5k
Chi square 11.29 10.66 3.01 7.13
P 1less tham .01 «01 .10 .01

on No. 14 (Mest of my friends don't knew that I am afraid ef....),
the mem-delingueats again denied the existence of fears. Item Ne.
32 (My fears semetimes force me to....), suggests that the delin-
queat populatien, relatively speaking, feels that their fears force
them to violate rules and norms. Examples of the cempletiens by the
delinquent group to No. 32 are "lie" and "do things I shouldn't de."

In Table 7 the results of the items dealing with "abilities"



-2l-
are presented with the responses to all four items differentiating
significantly. Cempletions te sentence roet Ne. 2 (When the odds
are against me....), were scored in one ef three ways. The first
sategery contains coempletions which indicate perseverancé (e.g.,
"] keep om trying," "I don't give wp"); the secend categery desig-
nates retreat which includes sueh cempletiens as, "I rua" er "I
give wp'; the third category includes responses which don't apply
to either of the latter. It is evideat that the delinquents tend
toward retreat as cempared te the nem-delinquents whe shew consider-
able perseverance.

TABLE 7?7

DIFFERENCES ON THE ABILITIES ITEMS

Item 2 11 20 29
D N D N N D

D N

I

Perseverance 14 24
Retreat 23 12
Other 4o 33

Studies 10 15 2 15
Other 62 35 78 50
Vecational 10 19

Perseverance 12 23
Emetional 22 7
Other Ly 36

Chi square 6.72 9.83 12.10 10.71
P less than .05 .01 .01 .01

Respenses te Ne. 11 (I believe I have the ability to....)
were scored as concerned with studies, vocatioms or "other." The
non-delinquents show a deeided temndeney over the expérinentdl group

toward respomses involving studies or some vocation. Item No. 20
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(My greatest weakness is....), was similarly scored except that the
vocational category was eliminated. Although the frequency of re-
sponses dealing with studies is small for both groups, the non-
delinquent population indicates concern over this more frequently.

Item No. 29 (When luck turns against me....), drew comple-
tions which were classified as indicating perseverance, emotional-
ity or "other." In agreement with No. 2, the non-delinqunet tended
to show perseverance whereas the delingeunts gave emotional type re-
sponses such as, "I get mad™ or "I am afraid.™

TABLE 8

RESPONSES TO THE GOALS ITEMS

Items 3 12 21 30
D N D N D N D N

Long range 16 22 e 47
Short range & Rec. ke 42 35 21
Personal Characteris. 21 6
Release from BVS L6 (o}
Other 34 68
Vocational 30 Lo
Other 43 26
Chi square 6.58 559 4,16
P less than «05 «02 «05

Table 8 lists the results of the items coneerned with "goals."
The responses to three of the four items were found to be signifi-
cant. No. 12 (I could be perfectly happy if....), and No. 13 in
Table 9 could not be scored like the other items of the sentence
completion test because of the delinguents' preoccupation with

gaining release from BVS. "Long range," "short range and recrea-
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tional" amd "personal characteristies™ were the criteria utilized
in elassifying the responses to No. 3 (I always wanted tOe....).
Occupational or professional goals were placed in the "long range"
category. Responses such as "have a car" or "take my girl" were
placed in the "short range and recreational" category. The third
category includes completions like "be a man."

Incomplete sentemce No. 30 (What I want most out of life....),
was classified the same as No. 3 except that there were no responses
which called for the "personal characteristics" category. The re-
sults tend to verify each other in that the non-delinquents leamed
toward responses with long range goals as compared to the coneern
of the delinquent growp for short range goals. The delingueats also
indicated goals which centered around the achievement of personal
characteristics.

Responses to No. 21 (My secret ambitiom in life....), were
scored as, "vocational" or "other.™ As on item 11 in Table 7, more
non-delinquents responded with some type of vocational ambition than
did the delinquemt group.

Table 9 lists the results of the "future" items. The re-
sponses to three of the items were found to differentiate signifi-
cantly and the fowrth could not be scored because of the definite
preoceupation on the part of the delinguent group over release from
B.V.S. An interesting difference was reflected on item No. 4 (To
me the future looks....). Positive, negative and newtral were the
classifications utilized on the item. Positive responses include
completions like, "good" or "happy." Negative completions include

such responses as "bad" or "dark." The non-delinguents indicate a
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healthier, more positive attitude toward the future as compared to
the delinquents who reflected a pessimistic attitude toward the fu-
ture.

TABLE 9

RESULTS OF THE FUTURE ITEMS

Items b 13 22 31

D N D N D N D N
Positive 39 b4
Negative 38 17
Neutral 4 9
Release from BVS S0 (0]
Other 33 67
Long ramge 25 43 2h 33
Short range Sk 24 51 34
Chi sq‘arﬁ 8.69 15.97 4023
P less than .02 .01 .05

Item No. 22 (Some day I....) was classified similar to Nos.
3 and 30. The delinquents tended to have short range aspirations
compared to the non-delinquents who had long range aspirations. An
example of the former is "will get a car." An example of the lat-
ter is "will become a doctor." The "short range™ and "long range"
classifications were also found applicable to No. 31 (When I am
older....). Again the delinquents clearly indicate a desire for
short range goals as opposed to the non-delinguents who were con-
cerned with long range goals. Completions such as "I will own a
car" were comsidered short range whereas, "I will be a printer"
was classified as a long range respomse.

Table 10 lists the differences om the "guilt" items. The
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responses to three of the items were found to differentiate to a
significant degree. The same scoring was found to be appropriate
to all four of the items. One category was the acceptance of
guilt and the other was the denial or absence of guilt. Responses
which were am account of something that "happened to" the person
were considered "denial" type responses.‘ When the sﬁbject replied
with something "he did," it was scored as an acceptance (of guilt)
type response. For example, on item 9 (I would do anything to for-
get the time I ....), the completion "was forced to go to sehool"
would be placéd in the former categorj; whereas, "ran away from
home" belongs in the latter category.

TABLE 10

DIFFERENCES ON THE GUILT ITEMS

Items 9 18 27 36
D N D N D N D N
Aceeptance by 47 55 56 b9 47 66 53
Denial or Absence 25 11 25 10 21 13 14 2
Chi square 8.61 5.41 1.43 5.85

P less than «01 «02 030 «02




VII DISCUSSION

The following is a compact list of the differencea which were

found to be significant at the .05 level or beyond.

Nos. 1, 10, and 19, the non-delinquents have a more positive atti-
tude toward their father than the delinquents.

Nos. 7, 16, 25, 34, (dealt with globally), the nom-delimquents have
& more positive attitude toward their fanily.than the delin-
quents.

No. 6, the delinquents are more narcissistic in regard to friendship
than the non-delinquents.

No. 15, the non-delinquents tend to dislike people who sho'éotf or
brag, whereas, the delinquents are more inclined to dislike
people who don't like thenm.

No. 24, the non-ielinqnent: indicate their friends as the people
they like best as compared to the delinquents who indicate
their family a8 the people they like best.

No. 33, the delinguents are more suspicious of their friends than
the non-delinquents.

No. 5, the delinguents tend to fear people as opposed to the non-
delinquents who are more inclined to say they fear nothing.

No. 14, the delinquents are more inclined to fear parents, friends
and self than the non-delinqueats. |

No. 32, the delinquents are more disposed to feel that their fears
force them to violate norms and rules than the non-delinguents.

Nos. 2, 9, the non-delinquents show more perseverance when the odds

26~
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are against them tham the delinguents.

No. 2, the delinquents, compared to the non-delinguents, tend to
retreat when the odds are against them.

Nos. 11, 20, 21, the noa-delinquents are more.concerned with stwd-
ies and vocational interests than the delinquents.

No. 29, relative to the non-delinquents, the delinquents react more
emotionally whem luck turns agaimst them.

Nos. 3, 22, 30, 31, the delinquents show more concern with short
range goals than the non-delinquents who are more ecomcerned
with long range goals.

No. 3, the delinquents indieate more concern with the achievement of
personal characteristics than the non-delinquents.

No. 4, the non-delinquents have a more positive attitude toward the
future than the delinguents.

Nos. 9, 18, 36, the delinquents tend to deny any experiemce of guilt,
whereas, the non-delinquents are inclined to indicate that they
do experiemce guilt.

In discussing the results expounded by the 24 significant
differences, a number of reservations must be made. First, the re-
sults should be eonsidered only as "possible" or "suggested" persom-
ality differences and should not be considered all inclusive. Second-
ly, on some items an especially large number of respomses fell in
the "other" category. The range of responses to those items was so
broad that this could not be avoided. Thirdly, and probably most
important, is the factor of institutionalization which was operating
in the delinquent group. The delinquents were boys who were commit-

ted to an institutiom against their will. They were forced to make
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it their home. The non-delinquents, however, were not living under
these conditions. Thé effects of this factor on the responses of
the delinquent growp are unknown.

For the most pamt the results tend to follow from the pre-
dictions made and from the theoretical positions indicated by the
review of the literature. The predications, that the delinquents
show a more negative attitude toward their father and family tham
the non-delinquents, were borne out in the study. However, the hy-
pothesis regarding the mother (delinquents show a more positive at-
titude toward their mother than the non-delinquents) did not hold.
The other major prediction was that of emotional immaturity in the
delinquent group which would manifest itself in a number of areas
(refer to the fourth hypothesis). The results clearly tend to be
in agreement with this prediction.

The results of the "father," "mother," and “family" items
can be explained in the framework of psychoanalytic theory. The
Oedipal phase and the identificatiom process involved may be ome
of the most profound personality features of the delinquent group.
Many of the delinquent boys have had a number of father figures
(step-fathers) or have had no father at all in their home. Also,
frequently the father figure is an extremely inadequate person,
lacking standards and character with which the average child would
tend to identify. The tendency of the delinquent group to have a
more positive attitwude toward their mother must also be discussed
im this framework. It seems that difficulty during the Oedipal
development is involved, with the father seen as a barrier to the

dual relationship desired with the mother. The delinquent boys
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have not developed in this area as compared to the non-delinquents
who, wpon realization that the mother figure could not be an object
of direct sexual satisfaction, began to identify with the father,
thus internalizing values which are in accordance with our mores,
customs and laws. Any retardation in the identification process
would logically result in a boy who will defy rules, regulations,
and the people who attempt to enforce them.

The absence or denial of guilt om the part of the delinquent
is an integral part of the identification process. When difficul-
ties oceur in the identification process it will inevitably have its
effects on the development of the conscience and subsequently on the
potentiality fo experience guilt.

The tendency of the delinquents to show more negative atti-
tudes in regard to the family may be attributed to the negative
feeling directed toward the father. Another possibility is sibling
rivalry in which hostility is developed and can be reflected in the
delinquent's attitude toward the family. A third factor which may
bé operating is some aﬁtipathy toward the mother, resulting from
what the delinquent boys see as resistamnce or rejectioan whieh the
boy canmot aceept as part of himself. He can more easily express
the negative attitude indirectly when the mother is hidden behind
the symbol of the family.

The remainder of the results ¢an readily be discussed in
terms of emotional immaturity which was expected to be found in the
- delinquent group. Emotional immaturity is an abstract term; however,
there are many areas of the personality in which it can manifest it-

self. Some of the areas were dealt with in this stwdy and are re-
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flected uwpon in the subsequent paragraphs.

The extreme narcissism of the delinquent group is reflected
6a a number of items. It was seen as an important element in the
interpersonal experiences of the delinquents and in their future
aspirations. The delinquent's concept of "friendship" is apparent-
1y mot viewed by them as a mutual give-and-toke affair. They in-
dicated concern with personal, physical achievement. Also, the de-
linquents place less trust and confidence in their friends as they
feel very suspicious about them.

In spite of the previously mentioned negative attitude di-
rected toward the family by the delingquents, they indicate their
stroag emotional dependence on their family. Their emotional devel-
opment is still limited to the confines of the family. Also, the
family as an institutiom is expected to satisfy many of the needs
of its youthful members. Many of these desires continue to go un-
satisfied.with the delinquent, thus contimuing their extreme de-
pendence on their family as they strive for what has long been their
due. In comtrast to the above, the nomn-delinquents have "outgrown"
their fanil; emotionally and they find themselves very much devoted
to their frieamds.

The delinquent's fear of the very people (parents, friends
and self) they are expected to feel espeeially close to, is showmn
in Table 6. This is an indicatiom of the dissatisfied emotional
state im which the delinguent finds himself. Although they indicate
dependence on their families and friends, they canmot establish good
and satisfactory relationships with them. An indication of possible

ingight was noted as the delinquents saw their fears as forecing them
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to do things wrong; however, this can also be interpreted as a form
of denial of responsibility for their actions. The non-delinquent's
denisl of having any fears is seen as an indication of their striv-
ing for manliness and maturity. Men in American society are not
supposed to admit that they are fearful.

An interesting and expected difference is apparent in re-
gard to the goals and aspirations. The concern of the delinquents
with short range and recreational goals may be attributed to their
inability to delay the satisfaction of their needs, and thus estab-
ligh goals in accordance with their needs. They show a concern with
the present as does the child in his wandering daily aectivities.
The more mature noh-delinquente have established adult, lomg-range
type goals because this is in aceordance with our culture and be-
cause they are able to delay the immediate satisfaction of their
desires. The concern of the non-delinquents over studies and voca-
tional interests (items 11, 20, 21) is another indication of the
relative maturity of the comtrol group.

In the case of overwhelming odds, the impulsive immaturity
of the delinquent is again apparent. If given the opportumity,
he will retreat or he may become angry, fearful, etc. This is com-
pared to the non-delinquent who looks wpon the situation as a chal-
lenge and comseguently tries even harder.

The delinquents' dim attitude toward the future is seen as
an indication of despair. They have experienced very few pleasur-
able amd rewarding relationships in the past and they can see no
indicatior of a change in the future.

The delinquents indicated a dislike for people who don't like



-32-
them, whereas the non-delinquents dislike people who show-off or
brag. This is another indication of the narcissistic mature of the
delinquent group. They are preoccupied with "I" and have not iden-
tified themselves with the values of the "group."

It was indicated in the review of the literature that from
a psychoanalytic point of view (7), a child must identify with his
parents if a conscience is to develop. The relative absence of
guilt in the delinquent group suggests difficulties in the develop-
ment of the conscience. This finding is in agreement with Sadler
(18) but in disagreement with Alchhorn (1) and Healy (9). Diffi-
culties in the development of the conscience are frequently trace-
able to the dynamics of identification. This is verified by Glueck
(8) and by the finding that delinquents have a more negative atti-
tude toward their father and family than non-delinquents.

Banay (3), Glueck (8) and others (1,7,12) feel that an unre-
solved Oedipus complex is a crucial factor in delingquency. The de-
linquents' negative attitude toward their fathers suggests an unre-
solved Oedipal complex. Their tendency to have a more positive at-
titude toward their mother than the non-delinquents suggests that
delinquents may have fixated psychosexually on the mother figure dur-
ing the Oedipal phase. This is in agreement with Lindner (12) who
feels that mothers of delinquents consciously or unconsciously se-
duce their children. This area presents many fruitful problems for
future research.

The finding of emotional immaturity was also found to be in
agreement with the review of the literature. Banay (3), Glueck (8),
Merrill (13), and Sadler (18) all feel that delinquents are emo-

tionally immature.



VIII SUMMARY

This study was designed to compare some personality factors
in delinguent and non-delinquent boys. The primary theoretical ap-
proach utilized was psychoanalytic; however, other research findings
were also considered. From this literature, the following predic-
tions were made: the non-delinquents show a more positive attitude
toward their father and family than the delinquents; the delinguents
show a more positive attitude toward their mother than the non-de-
linquents; the delinquents show more emotional immaturity (mani-
fested by narcissism, lack of guilt, inability to delay satisfaction
of needs, aspirations for easily obtained goals, and strong emotion-
al dependence om the family) than the non-delinguents.

There were 83 boys in the delinquent group and 70 boys in the
non-delinqueat group. The groups were controlled for age, sex, in-
telligence, and socio-economic status. The tool used was the sen-
tence completion technique which consists of 36 incomplete sen-~
tences dealing with nine areas including Father, Mother, Family,
Friends, Fears, Abilities, Goals, Future, and Guilt. The comple-
tions to each item were categorized, and approximately one-third
of them were classified by another judge besides the author. There
was 92.5% agreement between the two jmdges.

0f the 36 comparisons made, 24 Chi square values at or be-
yond the .05 level were obtained. The results indicated that the
delinquents tend to feel somewhat negative toward their father, and
family; however, there were no significant differences in regard to

-33-
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the mother. The delinquents show considerable emotional immaturity
as it was defined in the hypothesis. Also, the delinquents are sus-
picious of their friends; they are more fearful of the people to
whom they are expected to be especially close; they retreat or be-
come emotional when the odds are against them; and they have a
pessimisgtic attitude toward the futhre.

The findings were discussed in the framework of psychoanaly-
tic theory and in relation to known family disorganization which
most of the delinquents have experienced. A reservation must be
made regarding the results because of the variable of institution-
alization which was present with the experimental group but not

with the coatrol group.



APPENDIX

THE SENTENCE COMPLETION TEST

l. I feel that my father seldom
.2+ When the odds are against me
"3. I always wanted to
4L, To me the future looks
5. I know it is silly but I am afraid of
6. I feel that a real friemd
7. Compared with most families, mine
8. My mother
9. I would do anything to forget the time I
10. If my father would oaly
1l. I believe that I have the ability to
12. I e¢ould be perfectly happy if
13, I look forward to
14. Most of my friends don't know that I am afraid of
15. I don't like people who
16. My family treats me like
17. My mother and I
18. My greatest mistake was
19. I wish my father
20, My greatest weakness is
2l. My secret ambitiom in life
22. Some day I
23. I wish I could lose the fear of
24, The people I like best
25. Most families I know
26, I think that most mothers
27. When I was smaller, I felt guilt aboumt
28. I feel that my father is
29. When luck turns against me
30, What I want most out of life
31. When I am older
32. My fears sometimes force me to
33. VWhen I'm not around, my friends
34, When I was a small child, my family
35. I like my mother but
36. The worst thing I ever did
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