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ABSTRACT

¥illizom Allen Wnite was the editor of a country news-
vaner, a rrominent fivure in Repuclican rolltics, and the
author of severel books and numerous maazlne articles. He
has been widely regarded es the spozesmzan and interpreter
for the middle class in America. The suthor hes examined

Wnite's writinzgs in the Ewporia Cazette from 1295 to 19CH

I

in an 2ttenpt to eeteblisn the validity of this reputation.
Thnis cecade at the turn of the twentleth century was
marked by many changes on the comestic scene; there wes re-
turning vroeverity after the panic of 1353%; industrizl chanses
brouizht forth the movement toward combination and there ensued
a tremendous increase 1n business consolid:tlons; the Sranish-
American Wwar leunched Armericals venture into imperialism with
its m2any »roblems and responsibilitles; Pooulism rose and
flourished briefly to champicn the cause of reform; Trecdore
Roosevelt succeeded the murdered licKinley and usghered in a
new, more liberal brand cf Revublicanism, White, ever keenly
interested in the domestic issues of his day comuentsd on
these matters in hls editorizls. These comments present an

interesting picture of Lim which differs from that which hes

teen generelly accented.

The yezrs from 1895 to 1905 marked a chan.e in White

also, from an extreme conservotive stend to a much more liberal
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vosition under the influence of Theodore rRoosevelt. He was
a bltter foe of the Populist Party at ite inception, but
later came to support many of its policies. By inclination
he was an 1lsolationist; however, he sunported Americals
stand once we were comuitted to a war with Spain. When it
ended e abandoned his wartime petriotism snd deplored ths
whole affalr. Tnhe dcctrine of lanifest Destiny which had
been repu.nant to the editor in 139y8 tecame appealing to him,
and he egnoused for a while a policy of expansion. He dig-
paraged the hue and cry almed at the "trust bogey," but later
urged that thelr predatory instincts be curbsd. In 1%95 he
supported the conservative Renublican st:nd on nrotection,
but in 1905 he had modifie¢ hie vosition somewhat to supvort
lowered duties and the abolition of those tariffs which were
no lonser neeced for revenue or tc protect domestic industry.

He was femed for reflectins and interpreting the opin-
ions of the midéle class; hcwever, hls wrltinoss incdlicate thsat
he reflected better conservative Revwubllcaniem in his early
years, and a more liberal Roocevelt Republicaniem 1n his later
vears. He dld not influence the formation of opinion nor
even anticipate it accvrately in mesny instences, tut he wrcte
of accomrlished deeds with a colorful flair, sunming up tae
i1ssues so that they could be understocd by all.

His ediltorials indicate that he was not the vrolific
and unblased writer that many considered him to be after read-

~

inz the cereful snd pclicshed articles thet he wrocte for the



3

natlonal magazines. Many of his finest editorials were re-
peated frequently. He had many petty blases as evidenced

in his strong Anglo-Saxon prejJudices and his deep distrust
for the foreign elements in our soclety. He was a shrewd
and practical politician whose sentiments usually placed him
on the side of the upper classes and the monled groups. His
extreme nationalism frequently caused him to make narrow
minded eppraisals of domestic 1ssues, and he was unable to
gauge our position in the world picture accurately.

He wrote with much emotion and consequently much of
his appeal was to the sentiment rather than to the intellect,
an attribute which assured him of a wider following, William
Allen White usually reflected through his editorials the
sentiment of the Republican party and that segment of the
population which subscribed to those bellefs. He can not be
considered the spokesman of the grass-roots population of
this country because he lent neither his sympathies nor his
talents to consistently support anything other than the

Republican party and its policies,
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INTRODUCTION

William Allen White was born in 12068 and died in 1944,
His years paralleled and reflected the exvansion and develop-
ment of America. He was an interpreter and observer of the
unprecedented changes which chearacterized our country from
the post-Civil War period until World War II. He had a
genulne affection for the 1life in a small town and remained
as the editor of a small town peper through his cwn cholce
although the fame which he achleved brcught him many offers
to forsake Emporia, Kansas, for more metropolitan communities
in the nation. Combined with this genuine affection wag a
sagacity which told him that his writings carried more weight
with the dateline, Emporia. Throushout his 1lifetime he delib-
erately maintained the general impression that he was a small
town editor with no inclination for city ways, but actually
White was a sophisticated gentleman who wes as much at home
in the drawing rooms of the nation as he was on the front
porches of Emporila.

White had an active political career both in Kansas
and in the nation althouzh his sole attempt to run for polit-
ical office was unsuccessful. Politics were as much an
occupation with him as was editing his newspaper. He was
acquainted with most of the prominent political fizures of

the day, but his chief concern was for the government of his
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own state, and chiefly of his own county. He achleved
his first fame through a political essay and after that
work he was thorouzhly embroiled in politics until his death,

He represents an interesting phenomenon in that this
small town editor was known and respected throuzhout the
nation; his opinions were rezgarded as the opinions of the
average, grass-roots American. He became known as the
spokesman of the middle class despite the fact that most of
his friends were from the upper stratum of our society.

Throughout his lifetime he was primarily a loyal
Republican., He occaslonally deserted the Republican party
in theory after he had been exposed to the liberalizing
atmosphere of Theodore Roosevelt, and in 1912 he supported
Roosevelt for President, but except for this sole deviation
he remailned with his party at election time.

This paper examines White'!s writinzs as editor of his
newspaper, the Emporila Gazette, from 1835 to 1905 in order
to get a clear picture of this paradoxical person who was
generally considered to be a prolific, shrewd, unbiased writer,
motivated solely by his own personsl convictions. The first
helf of this decade presents Wnite in his most conservative
phase; the laet half shows him as his views became more libersl
under the influence of the Roosevelt philosophy. Indeed,
Theodore Roosevelt was the most important infiuence in his

life at this time and for many years thereafter,
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This essay also examines White's weekly editorials in
the Gazette in an attenpt to establish how well Whrite re-
flected what the average middle-class Americzn weas thinking
about such lssues as the trusts, the Spanish-American War,
the tariff, imperielism, end the like. In order to under-
stand the editorials and thelr author better, the writer has
also examined White's background, the formation of his paper
and 1ts policlies, and the influences which resulted in his

colorful exposition of America at the turn of the century.



CHAPTER I

"WILL WHITE OF EI.PORIA"

William Allen White was born in Emporia, Kansas, on
February 10, 1868, Although in 1870 his father moved the
family to E1 Dorado, some sixty miles to the southwest of
Emporia, younz Will returned to his birthplace at the ace
of twenty-seven and remnained there until his death on Jan-
uary 29, 1944, At the time of his death, he had long been
firmly entrenched in the public affection as the symbol of
the essential goodness and greatness of small-town America.
As interpreter for the "grass-roots" populace, White always
spoke in the vigorous, colorful idiom of the middle-class.
He was careful to keep pace with their prevailing opinions
and thelr main currents of thought.l

White's father was an adamant Copperhead Democrat.
Accounts of the elder White's temperament, perscnality, phy-
gical and mental attributes are strongly reminiscent of his
gon's close friend, Theodore Roosevelt. lary Ann White, née
Hatton, wes a volatile, quick-tempered, sharp-witted woman,
Yrs. White was a staunch Republican, but while she differed

sharply from her husband in matters of political affiliation

lWalter Johnson, William Allen VWhite's America (New
York: Henry Folt & Co.,13547), pp.5-0. Hereafter cited as
Johnson, White's America.
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both were ardent prohibitionists and advocates of female
suffragze. Although both had dominstinz personalities, Nr.
Whlte's gay, easy-going manner contrasted wilith the more
gsober temperament of his wife.2

Both parents were well educated and widely read. The
mother had been a school teacher before her marriage; the
father was a doctor, druzgist, merchant, and dabbled in real
estate and hotel-management in his spare moments. The in-
tellectuzal atmosphere of hls home left Will with a life long
appreclation of muslc, litersture,and educatlon,.

The political atmosphere of the White household was
anything but harmonlious, and at an early age Will was well
versed in both the Democfatic and Pepublican points of view
on current issues. Thouzgh he felt that the uncertainty of
conviction and the many complexes which characterized his
"salad" days were largely generated by the political hostil-
ity of his parents, thls same hostility taught him to be
tolerant of divergent views, and to examine carefully both
sides of an issue before takin: a definite stand.3

White completed his hich school education in E1 Dorado,

end in the autumn of 1884 he entered the College of Emporia,

2W1111am Allen White, "Memoirs of a Three-Finzered
Planist," Woman's Hcme Companion, v. 54 (September, 1927), p.l12

3William Allen White, The Autobiorravhy of William
Allen White. (New York: Macliillan Co., lyko), p. tl. Hereafter
clted as White, Autoblouraphyv,
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In the svring of the following year he obtained his first
full time job as a printer's devil on the E1 Dorado Democrat.
His activities on this paper exvanded until they covered all
the mechanics of publishing a newspaper except writing the
editorials. Hls first and "dearest boss," T. P, Fulton,
helped 1in shaping White's interest in a career of journalism.
Will's manifold activities on the Democrat stood him in good
stead when he acquired hls own newspaper a decade later.u

Additional newspaper experience was obtained as a compositor

on the Emporila Dally News and as a reporter with both the

Lawrence Journal and the E1 Dorado Republican.

In 1826 Wnite transferred to Kansas State University
where his varied and brilliant extra-curricular activities
interfered with his scholastic endeavors, which were only
averaze. Because of difficulties with mathematics, he left
the University in 1891 and accepted an editoriel position on

the E1 Dorado Revublican,

Kangas State supplied White with more beneflits than the
rather sketchy education wnich he obtained there, While at
the university he formed lastinz friendships with peorle who
were to become prominent in many professions on the local
and nationel scenes. He also made hlis first contact with
Profescor James Canfleld, an instrumental figure in White's
acceptance of the Republican party as his political affilia-

tion.

uIbido’ ppc 139-1110
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By 1388 White had beiun to realize that he would soon

have to choose a political party. He had no particular feel-
ing for elther party and was beset with further difficulty in
the form of confusion between "allegiance to his dead father
and fear of his mother."? He hod discussed the knotty problem
with his mother and many of his friends. Professor Cgnfield,
his poiitical science vrofessor at Kansas State, offered the
most constructive and reasonable zdvice and White accepted it.
Canfield told his student,

I have tried to be indevendent and I zot nowhere
politically. I know you dislike and distrust the
protective tariff, which cusht to m:zke you a Democrat.

But in Kansas, as a Democrat, it 1s hopeless for you.

You probably csn do more harm to the rrotective tariff 6
by goingz into the Republican party and fighting it there.

White's boss on the Revublican was T. B. Murdock, who

became hls model in many ways. lurdock gradually dele;:ated
to White almost comvlete responsibility in putting out the
newspaper and was the final influence in White's decision to
7

pursue a Journalistic career,

In 1891, while he was still with the Rezublican, White

wrote his first plece of fiction, hlg first bit of political

propacanda, "The Regeneration of Colonel Hucks. "% Tris was

SIbid., pp. 162-3.

61pid., p. 162.

mbid., p. 131.

8This article first apveared in the Eldorado Revrublican
on September 4, 1891. It was reprinted in White's, [he Real

l%sg§; A Book of Kansas Stories, (Chicago: Way and Williams,
1890).
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a sentimental parable of a bewlldered soul who had sought
Utoplan reforms in the Populist ranks only to be sadly dis-
11lusioned, The Colonel was eager to return to the grand
old party of Lincoln and vrosperity, the Republican party.
The story was published in the Revublican, but within a week

1t had been reprinted in the Kansas City Star, the Kansas
City Journal, and in all of the daily newspapers of Kansas,
also, It came to the attention of the Republican state
central committee, who distributed it to all of the western
states where Populism was rampant.9 This literary effort
brought White state-wide fame and considerably furthered his
progress into the fold and graces of the Republican party.

As a result of the Colonel Hucks composition, White
we.s offered editorial positions on both the Star and the
Journal, newspapers which were widely read in Kansas. He
accepted the position with Charles S. Gleed and the Journal.
"Taking my Republicanism seriously I chose the Kansas City
Journal thinking I should be happiler writing for the Republi-
can organ than for a mugwump independent . . . 10

Whlte soon became diszusted with the unswerving Repub-
lican policy of this paper. This feeling, coupled with a

9Ibid., p. 198,

rp14., p. 199.

—_—
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distaste he acaquired for a member of the stza2ff, resulted in
his resignation. His next peositicn was with the Kansas City
Star. He had a deep resnect for his new boss, Colonel
William R, Nelscn, and for the editorial policies of the
paper. The two men became close friends and White's rela-
tions with the paper were so harmonious that the Star sup-
ported him in the Gazette venture which he was soon to under-
take. There was always space in the Star for an article
which White might want publicized or for a discussion of a
candidate whom he might want to push. This amicable relation-
ship continued until hils death. The experience which he ac-
quired on the Star was a deep influence on the editorial
policies which he formulated and pursued as editor of the
11

Gazette,

White resigned from the Star for many reasons. He had
the highest regard for the paper a2nd was glven the freedom
to write zbout Kansas as he ple=2sed, but in the campaign of
1294 he began to feel that he was serving his friend Cy Leland,
the Revubllican boss 1n Kansas, at the dilrection of gomeone
else, and thils irked him, He did rot like the Sunday editor
and resented having to submit his Sunday storles, wnich he
prized hizhly, to that person for examlnation. The free

passes to Saturday matinees which he and his new bride, Sally,

1ly, A. White, "The Man Who Made the Star," Colliers,
ve 55 (June 25, 1915), p. 12.
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had enjoyed so much vere becoming difficult to obtain. The
really important fzctors in his decision to leave, however,
were imrlicit in his character and temrerament. ‘hite was
a country man at hesrt and detested city ways; he yearned
to return to Kansas. In 2ddition to this, he desired inde-
rendence; he wanted to be his ovn master, The boss-employee
relationship between himself and Colonel Nelson rankled deep-
ly. He wanted to glve and recelve the affection of an equal
with this man whom he admired so deeply.1

After "mite had made the decisicn to purchase his own
newsvaper he began to search for a suitable location. Both
he and Sally wanted a vaper in a colleze town where there
would be a conelderable minority of intelligent people, an
intellectual upver-class with which they could assocliate
themselves. "Any talent or freedom((he)) had could only
thrive in such an atmosphere.“13

The search for a newspaper in a colle:.;e tcwn finally
narrowed down to Emporia, where there were two papers avail-
able. The Whites declded to purchase the Gezette which had
been founded in 1890 as a Popullst organ by J. R. Graham,
It had been s0ld to W. Y. Morgan in 1392 for two thousand

dollars becauce of the low circulation and poor advertising

12ymite, Autoblo.ravhy, pp. 255-256.

13Ibid., pp. 256=257.

——
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support. After three years in Emporia, Morgan decilded to
cast his lot with a larger and faster growing community;
on June 1, 1835, he socld the Zazette to White for three
thousand dollar's.1

It had teken White tlree months tofinance the pur-
chase of the paper. He used hls mother's property and bor-
rowed one thousand dollars from Governor Morrill, another
thousand from the estate of his father's friend, Senator
Preston B, Plumb, and two hundred fifty dollars from George
Plumb, the senator's brother. The remaining seven hundred
fifty dollars was supplied by Major Calvin Hood of tre Em-
poria Staete Bank, Cy Leland alded White 1in securing the
loan from Morrill; hils boyhood friend, Ewing Herbert, helped
him with Major Hood; and White persuaded the Plumbs unaided.15
All of the loans were secured with sound real estate mortzaces

16

and were revald et elzht per cent interest,

14Frank C. Clou:h, Wllliam Allen_White of Emporia, (New
York: Whittlesey Houqe 1951), p. 69. The author of this
book was the managing editor of the Gazette for twenty years
and supplies many interesting detalls about the paper,

1oWnite, Autoblosraphy, pp. 256-257.

16W. A, White to J. S. Phillips, May &, 1901, in Walter
Joknson, (ed), Selected Letters of William Allen Waltes 1299~
1943, (New York: Henry Holt and Co., 19L7), p. 30. Hereafter
clted as Selected Letters,
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White promptly repaid the money that he had borrowed,
By 1899 the final note was psid off.17 Most of the money
to repay the debts came from sources other than the profits

of the Gazette. His books, The Real Issue, and The Court of
13

Boyville, enabled him to pay the debts and to move the
Gazette from rented guarters to the buildins which still
houses the paver,

When White took over the paper 1t was published in one
room with a cubbyhole walled off as an office for the editor
and two reporters., There wss little furniture end although
the building was neat and clean, 1t was also old and shabby.
The one large room composed the whole building, which was
located on a side street, a half block off Commercial Street,
the main thoroughfare in Emporia.19 The equipment was o0ld
but serviceable and fortunately there was an abundance of
type in the o0ld type cases.go

The Gazette staff consisted of ten people and the first
week'g payroll totalled forty-five dollars, White had a
difficult time in meeting this but the second week posed no

problem, That week the candidates for county offices announc-

ed theilr candidacy with pald advertisements., During July and

Ibid.

lSW. A. White, The Court of Boyvville, (New York: Double-
day and McClure, 1899),

19Clou;_-;h, op. cit., pp. 63-70.

2
oWhite, Avtoblogsrarhy, p. 259.
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and Au:ust of 1895 he was forced to borrow money to keep
the vaper going but by Sevtember 1t was solvent once mor'e.21

White's first editorial, "Entirely Perscnal," stated
his plans a2nd the policy he would pursue as the editor of
the Gazette. He sald that the raper was a plain buslness
proposition; 1t would supoort Republican policies and nomi-
nees with no boltings or sulking. Although the politics
would be strictly Republican, "politics is so little. Not
one man 1in ten cares for politics more than two weeks in a
year. . . . While the politics will be straight, they will
not be obtrusive. They will be confined to the editorial
sge vhere the gentle reader may venture at his peril." To
White, the maln thing was to have the paper revresent the
average thouzht of the best peorle in Emporia and Lyon
County. Furthermqre, he declared that he was not running
the paper for political pull, but to make an honest living
and to supvly the community with a fair, honest paper‘.g2

By 1296, White's Republican loyalties were being re-
warded in the form of lucrative state and county printing
contracts. The editor of the rival Republicen parer in Em-
poria sought an injunction against the city council fer this
favoritism, but White successfully silenced him on the edito-

23

rial pages of the Gazette,

21
Johnson, Write's America, p. 80.

e2

White, Autoblo.raphy, pp. 260-26l.

Emporia Gazette, December 7, 1395,



14

Under Wnite's leadershlip the circulation of the paver
grew steadily. In 1895 1t was 485; the followling year 1t
was almost 800;2 in 1901 there were 2,500 subscribers and
in 1904 it was regerded as the principal paper of Lyon
County with a circulation of 4,000.25 Desplite the success
of the paper White depended largely on his outside literary
efforts to supplement his income. When the Emporia Republi-
can failed in 19CH4 there were no more serious challenges to
White's supremacy although fourteen other men tried to es-
tablish rival paper8.26

The Gazette was an evening paper with both weekly and
c¢ally editions. Wnilte was tellinz the unvarnished truth
when he wrote that 1t was "simply a little country weekly
and dalily, devoted entirely to chronicling the important
fact that Bill Jones brought in a load of hay today...."27
A large portion of the early Gazettes were devoted to exact-
ly such items which appeared in a column entitled "The County
in Brief. "

The six column weexly paper covered the local news and
state news extremely well. The national news was gupplied

by the Associzted Press wire service, an innovation which

ok

Johnson, Wnite's America, pp. 80-83.

“1pie., p. 227.

26
I_’b_i.(_i_n’ pp. 227-2280
27
White to W. R, Anderson, October 3, 1239, in Selected
Letters, p. 25.
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Wnhite was proud to introduce into the community. 1In elec-
tion periods the entire Rewublliczn ticket was rrinted dir-
ectly beneath the masthead and remained there until after
the election. A colunn entitled "Told in a Few Words" gave
conclse day by day accounts of national and international
events,

White was insistent in the matter cf black, clear
print end always suvnervised the presses to make certain that
enough ink wss being used.28 He felt that the constantly
improving avpearance of hils paper and the distinct impression
of its type were primary factors in the advertising which the
rsyrer enjoyed.29

In 1395 newspsper advertlsing was regarded suspiciously
and consldered rether vulgar. It was felt that anyone who
had to resort to advertising was doingz so in desperation and
wag 1in danger of fallure. Therefore, the early Gazette ads
were chiefly from national concerns selling such wares as
patent medicines, tobacco, and bakinz powder. By 1300 adver-
tising had become reputable and the ad space s0ld by the
Gazette increased ten-fold.Bo By this time White had form-

ulated a cocde of advertising ethics which was largely zovern-—

ed by his personal tastes and prejudices. He refused to

®8Clough, op. cit., pp. 134-135.

29Wh1te, "The Ethics cf Advertisin.;," Atlantic Monthly,
v. 1é4, (Nov. 1939), pp. €o5H-£66,

30

Ibid., pp. ct5-€07.
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advertise any alcoholic bevereges, patent mediclnes, Demo-
crats, or Populists.31

Wnite framed a strong editorial policy as soon as he
became ecditor of his own newspaper. This policy was to
crance very little over the years and he was to relterate
his principles on newspaper and editcrial ethice many times
throuzh the years, Not only did most of hls principles re-
main unchanged, but so did his essays on these principles,
Practically 1dentical statements may be found on the pages
of the Gazette, in macazine articles, and in letters to
friends end seekers of advice.

Althoupzh White's fame was partly due to his many out-
standing editorials, he did not like to write an editorial
when he had nothing to say. On June 4, 1895, the day after
his first issue of the paper, he omitted the editorial with
the comment, "You will observe that there is no editorial
in today's paper., It will be that way lots of timeeg. When
there is nothing to say, there will be nothing said."32 The
editorials also suffered if the local news happened to te
particularly heavy. "If the local news crcwds the editorial

out 1t simply has to walt until the local news gets scarce."33

3l'Nhite to E. H. Cherrinszton, Nov. 29, 1911, 1n Selected
etters, p. 26.

32Johnson, White's America, p. &2.

33Wh1te to W, R. Anderson, October 13, 1293, in Selected
Letters, p. 26.
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The editorials which appeared in the dally papers were re-
printed in the weekly edition, zs were hls many articles in
national mazezines.
iihite's newspsaper ethice were rigid. His freguently
repeated vliew wasg that the only excuse an editor or a news-

3l

paper had for being was to rrint the news. A newspaper
could not succeed on 1its political bheliefs, tut on 1its
abllity to get news to the peovle quickly. Althouw:h he ad-
hered to hls bellef that en editorial page should have a
definite point of view, he felt that the news columns srould
remain open to both sides of a controversy.35

White was extremely eensitlive to any attempts to in-
fluence his editorial policles, 2nd felt that the best way
to avoid thils wss for a paper to remein free of economic depen-
dence on any groups.36 Althougzh in his early years he
heartily favored and praised railroads, he refused a generous
reilroad printing contract in fear that 1t might influence
him unduly. He felt thet good newspapers made people violent-
ly angry and the strony languagse of his editorials indicates

that he was not afrald of such a result 1f he felt that his

stand was right. He felt that 1t was hils risht and duty to

3)+Ernpor‘1a Gzzette, October 12, 1903.
35

36
Ivid., p. 229.

Johnson, White's America, p. 228.
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try to make his private sentiment public opinion.37

Another tenet of hls Journalistlic code was a strong
belief thet a newspaper should be a powerful instrument of
good will in a community, ever strivinz for its m:=uterial and
spirituel 1mprovement.38 His activities in behalf of Emvporia
testify to his active adnerence to thls btellef.

He had many other svnecific rules concerning the paper
which he required »1is gtaff to adhere to, such as a collo-
qulal and entertaining coverage of events, and the protec-
tion of minors and first offenders. He purvorted to iznore
gosslo until 1t became a matter of court record; however,
trhe early GCazettes are filled with gossipy items which sure-
ly must have proved embarrassing to those involved. He par-
ticularly abhorred yellow Journalism and did not hesitate to
name and condemn papers ascoclated with 1t.39

White reflected 1in his later yeszrs that the editor of
McKinley's day belonzed to a ruling class and ran a free
press restricted only by his courage, honesty, and intelli-
sence.uo His editorials in the decade followin: the purchase

of the Gazette indicate that he did not lack the necessary

37White, Autoblogsravhy, p. 1lc3.

38White to Rolla Clymer, Mar. 29, 131%, in Selected
Letters, p. 189.

39Emporia Gaezette, October 12, 1903.
Lo
White, "How Free Is Our Press?", The Nation, v. U6,
(June 18, 1938), pp. ©93-635.
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couraze and honesty to express his opinions on any matter.
While time shows thet his intellizence frequently failled
or misled hin, he always remalned true to himself,

Wiliiam Allen White's verslon cf a successful country
parer was thet 1t should derive 1ts distinction and 1life from
the town 1in which it existed. The newspaper should always
be the town's spokesman and Interpreter. White impressed
nis ideals on the Enporia CGazette, which became the prototype
of the country-town newspaper in America. It reflected well
his oft repeated axiom, "The country newspaver 1s the incar-
nation of the town spirit."ul

There are several misconceptions about the Cazette,
provoked in all probablility by Wnhite's unigue career., His
fame has spread the name of Emporia and the Gazette, but the
paper was never anything more than a strictly local organ.
While its editorlals were sometimes published in metropolitan
newspapers, the Gazette circulation outside of Emporia was
neglizible. In 1903 White wrote, "It is a small local daily
paver of only two thousand circulstion, and has practically
no subscribers off the townsite of Emporia, thou:h the weexly

4o
goes all over Lyon County," White always reprinted his

numerous magazine articles, some of his short stories, and

41White, "The Country Newspapesr," Harpers, v. 132,
(May, 1916), p. %38,

42White to the Success Conpany, October 9, 1903, in
Selected Letters, po. 57.
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the texts of hls more important speeches, in the Gazette.

The paver alwavs gave primary consider=ation to local
and stete events. The politics of Kanszs and Lyon County
were an important preoccupation with White and national
events of great importance were very frequently completely
ignored in favor of local concerns. TLespite the fact thst
White was a powerful fizure in the national Republican or-
ganization, his interest in national affeirs, 1f Judsed Trom
the editorilezl pages of his paper, was at best spasmodic,

The Gazette wculd at times be filled for a period of
several weeks with some majJor lssue. White would write
prolifically and forcefully on this one 1ssue for weeks and
then the matter would be forgotten. He would become busy
with his outside writings, be forced to leave Emporia, or
Just beccme disinterested and dron the matter., Ee wrote
only when he felt moved to, and if an apathetic mood descended
on him in the midst cf heated advocacy of or opposition to
a matter, he merely 1lgnored the event or controversy until
he felt once more moved to 1ift his pen in battle.

When he did not feel moved to editorialize on naticnal
events, he usually fell to musinyg. The edltorlial pazes of
the Gazette are fllled with his commentary on morals, coockilng,
Emporia customs, his social philosophy, and with other in-
teresting but largely insignificant literary meanderings,

There were gtill other factors which contributed to

the frequent omission of important material in his editorials.
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The Whites traveled a great deal and when they did, race
on pagce of the paper was devoted to the lengthy accounts
he sent home of his journeys. Ecenery, peovle, local his-
tory, forei:n foods, and climate are verbosely dilscussed,
He obviously never gave the editorlal staff of his paver
any measure of freedom to pen editorlials in his absence,
or perhaps they did nct csre to assume this resronsibiliity.
At any rate, there were no political editorials in the
Gazette when the Whites were away. It should also be con-
sidered that White's chief editorial asslstant, lMiss Laura
French, was a devoted follower of William Jennings Bryan,
the target cf eome of.ﬂhite's moet biltter attacks. Belng
aware of the opposing sentiment of her employer, it i1s not
likely that Miss French would venture to comment on any
political matters in his absence. DNor did White usually
send editorliel materizl of this n2ture to be published wnile
he was vacationing.

White's editorials are largely general 1in nature; per-
haps this exnlains thelr endurinz eppecl. Althoush he used
a strong, colorful idiom in pennin-s editorials which still
remain Jjournalistic masterplieces, 1in the majority of cases
he did not name names. His attacks asalnst trusts, like bis
earllier editcrials pralsing them, never named swecific com-
ranles. He wrote about ignorant or corrupt or inefficlent
pollticlians who remalned largely anonymous,Awith but a few

notable excertiocns. Eis discussions of the tariff usvally
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dezl with the tariff in generel, not srecific bills. The
same holds true for ris discussion of rsilroads. Whether
tnls was a consclous device or not, ne dces not explain,
Wnile there were excemtlons to this policy, 1t can be said
thaot on the editoricl pages of hle newsv2ver he preferred
to discuss our instituticns in gener4l, not in particulsar,

Wwnite and his newsnaper cannot be sevarz2ted in a ccon-
slderation of either phencmencn. In svite cf hils editorial
1diosyncracles he was more then Jjust an ordinary country
editocr. When he did comment editorially he was clear, de-
finite, and forceful. He weas not afraid to chan:e a stand
he hed taken. To him ecditorial consistency was no virtue.
"The Gazette hes no policy today that it will not abandon
tomorrow if the facts chanie upon which yesterday's stand

n
was taken.," 5

His was a vigorous voice in an era cf vigor,
His editorizsls chronlcled, however spasmodically, the evirit
of the decade and the sentiments of the miccle class,
Lookinz back to those yezrs Write wrote, "Reading the
files of the Gazette of those days between 1836 and 19C5, I
am always shocked but never amazed, at the 1intrepid comrlac-
ency with which I viewed the universe, I wszg 2n incurable

Ly
optimict, with a sort of spiritual hydrocerhalus."

Emporia Gazette, December 19, 1913,

Ly

“hite, Autoblo-rarhy, p. 364,




CHAPTER II

WYEEN POPULICM WAS IN FLOWZR"

It is éifficult to divorce William Allen White from
Kansas, for desvite hls cosmopolitan connections 2nd nat-
ional fame he remalned primarily a Ksnsan until his dezath
in 1944, Because of this, the econcmic, political, and
sectional upheavals of that state in his era are important
in any consideratign of hite.

Its frontler history has made Kansas typical of the
middle west in many resvects, but desplite this it rétaine
a color of its own. It has been accepted that Kansas's
provincial cheracteristics are merely exaggerations of tra-
ditlional American eccentricities., Carl Becker has written:

The Kansas svririt is the American svirit double

distilled., It is a new grafted product of American
individualism, American 1dealism,_American tolerance,
Kansas is America in microcosm.,..;

It appears evident that Wililam Allen White was strongly

possessed of the Kansas-imerican characteristics and tradi-

tion.

Carl Becker, "Kensas," Essays in American History
Dedicated to Fredericc Jac&con Turner, (New York: Henry

Helt & Co., 1910), p. 110.
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The formation of the state of Kansas was due to
political expediency. Kansas was territorially organized
in 1854 and soon be:an to receive settlers from the East.,
The Kansas-Nebraska blll opened torpopular soverelgnty the
territories of Kansas and Nebraska, An attempt to encour-
a-e immigration was made by the rallroads, which clrculated
favorsble publicity concerning the area. Despite the assis-
tance of the railroads, however, the sparseness of popula-
tion and settlements in the Kansas territory tesﬁified
eloquently to the popular bellilef that the soll was worthless
and the climate unfavorable.2 After 1870 this false notion
was dispelled by a wave of prosperity which cast the state
into the national consciousness for a short period. After
the opening of the trans-plain trail the lonz believed myths
about the great Amerlican desert gave way to the favorzble
reporte of settlement socleties, railways; land speculators,
town-site promoters, and other organizations organized to
promote settlement.3 In the post Civil VWar period superlative
descriptions of the resources and possibilities of the "lMiddle
Border" were in part responsible for the rise znd decline
of the boom of the eizhtles.

Before 1230, Kanscs had annexed 1tself to the cattle

economy which establisned 1ts own culture, its own laws, its

2John D. Hicks, The Populist Kevolt, A Hi
Farmer's Alllance and the Peorlel's Party (Minne
ersity of Minnesota Press, 1931), P. 5.

BIbldo’ ppo 14—200
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own 1ndividual characteristice and implanted them so dee~ly
that they remained a part of that state's character. The
first half of the el-shties were Kansas's boom years., The
first phase of 1life in the state was subslstence farming
but this wz2s sunrlanted by large scale farming for market,

From 1830 to 1335 the population of the state increas-
ed by one-tihird; the value of proverty more than doubled.
It was not uncommon for a new settler to discrarge the debts
incurred for his land and home with the proflts of one year's
crop, Many of the settlers were not dirt farmers, but spec-
ulators who profited from the unjustified bonanza scale of
growth and the exorbitant prices paid for land at the heizht
of the boom.5 .

One reason for the boom was the hi:sh prices which pre-
valled for the bumper crops of wheat and corn; the peak
years for these commodities were 18%1 and 1882, Another
cauce wasg the unprecedented growth of raillroads in Kansas
from 1880 to 1230, During this period the increase in rail-
road milea:e in Kansas was second only to the increase in
Texas, By 1858 there was one mile of rail for every one-

third squere mile of land 1in the sta‘ce.6 These were not

uwalter Prescott Webb, The Great Plains (New York: Ginn
and Co.,, 195%1), pp. 2C6-208,

5Raymond Curtis M1ller, "The Backszround of Porulism in
Kansas, " Mississivpi Valley Historical review, XI (1925), p.u4g2,

619&9-, pp. 470-k72,
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bullt according to need, but to further inflate the land
values. Llke many boocm projects, these roads were bullt
at small cost to the speculators themselves, who realized
that returns in the area would be limited for many years.,
Townships, clties, and counties bonded themselves heavily
for railroad construction. There were gifts of land, bonus-
egs, and mortgages from the state and local treasuries and
even from individuals in this unhealthy, boom-happy area.
Money was easy to get for sneculative purnoses and expansion;
mortzages on property rose rapldly to unprecedented heights.
When the first adverse condlition, a severe drought,
struck the etate, the eccncmic fcundation of Kansas based
on e:stern credit vroved unstable. The weak structure was
not able to survive the blow and in 127 Kansas entered a
decline which was to last for a decade. Glancing backward
over the years, White described the conditions which he
could not see clearly when they prevelled.
I knew in a general way that Kansas arnd the West

in general were living on borrowed money; but I did

not uncderstand that I was living in a debtor land,

nor what that signified. Every town was bended for

its public imprcverents, 1ts macadam paving, 1its

waterworks, and, in some cases, its 1li;;ht plent.
Every busliness was more or less mortgaged. All the

Raymond Curtis Miller, "The Economic Baslis of Povulism
in Kansas," Thesis (M. A.), University of Cricazo, Decenter,

1923, pp. 4 - 5.
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rallroads were heavily bonded. The utility comtanies
erected their plants on borrowed money. The banks
did a thrivinz business in renting out cash, end they
had a2 lively hope that some way, in some far off day,
interest would come back and mortzases would be paild.
But we were all insensible, s1l1 of us over the western
Mississipp) Valley, of the fact that what goes up must
come down,

From 1227 on there was a collapse in prices for farm
products; heavy debt burdens resulted and scanty rainfall
contributed to the decline. Several bad crop seasons follow-
ed and graln prices continued 1lcw. When the bubble of pros-
verity burst, the boom methods of settlement vroved to be
disastrous. The supply of credlt to the state was cut short
and the cscets of the Kansas banks were frczen in land, The
most severe hardshlos fell on the farmers who hed bought land
at the inflated prices.9 The East refused to invest any more
capital in the state and Kansas was burdened with a large

debt 1t could not meet.lo

The psychological shock which en-
sued wlth the new and unaccustomed low in prices, coupled
with the fear of even grester impendingzg losses, sounded the
death knell for prosperity.ll

The exodus from the boom area began. In Kansss many

of the speculators and malcontents were swept out in the

first wave of emisration. Many people who had horefully

8White, Autobiography, v. 70.

PO S At

9M111er, "The Background of Poopulism in Kansas," loc,
cit., pp. 478-ke3,

10;2;9., pp. 483-Ug9,

11
Pe. H2,

Miller, "The Economic Basls cf Populism in Kansas,"
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moved into Kansas before 1837 were convinced by their new
experience that they had pushed too far 1nto the arid west
and now began to retrace their steps.

Within a few years whole districts in this region
were almost totally denopulated except for the older
cattlemen who had been there before the boom becan and
who d1d not derend for success on & he:vy rainfall,
Covered wazons, sometimes bearing such lezende as...

"In God we trusted, in Kansas we busted," streamed to-
ward the east. Fully half the veople of western Kansas
left the country between 1328 and 1292, Twenty well
built towns in that vart of the state were re»uted to
have been left without a single inhasbitant and in one
of them an overa house worth thirty thousand dollars
and a number of fine business houses were abandoned,

The boom hed so ccnditioned the vopulace that even a
decline in prices would have been sericus; the complete de-
rression was catastrophic. By the turn of the century,
Kansas had a much smaller population than she had enjoyed
in 1390 despite a noteworthy influx of new inhcbitants in
1297. Exact fizures are difficult to compute, for in areas
hard hit by the collapse the census statistics of 1890 were
deliberately falsified to conceal as completely as possible

. 1
what hed happened. 5 Railroads were going into bankruptecy,
the big lines swallowins the smaller ones; financial institu-
tlons were reorganizing after fallure only to fail a;ain,
Paradoxically, the newspapers in the state grew and prospered

in this period.14

1%kicks, op. cit., p. 32.

13M1118P "The Backzround of Populism in Kansas," loc.
cit., pp. Lk77-480.

L
1 White, Autobiocraphy, p. 24g.




29
Trhe collapse which began in 15%7 zave rise to the

radicallism of the late el:hties znd the ninetles, namely
Pooulism. The economic conditions of the blishted ereas
found expression in the pollitics of the times and the de-
pression was a major impetus to the rise of the Populist
varty. It, like similar movements, was ean effort at ad-
Justment to new conditions. In times of plenty the ferm
ponulation had favored the existingz order; now they souxht
somethins new. In this Popullist movement was to be seen
"the history of adjustments and modifications, of giving up
an 0ld way of life for a new way in order that there may be

1
w5 Since the Civil War days the discontent which

a way out,
had been endemic in the MNiddle Border usually sought relief
in political upheavals such as the Greenback MNovement of the
seventles, the Farmer's Alllance, and then the Popullst party.l
The reople had begun to sveak and think in terms of

"income and the single tax. They talked of government cwner-
gship and abolition of vrivate property; flat money, and the

unity of labor ... and a thousand conflicting theories."l7

Books, magazines, storlies, pamphlets,and newspapers told of

the conditions that existed and proposed varlious remedies.

1
%fiebn, op. clt., pp. 507-508.

16Vernon Louls Perrin:ton, The Bezinninzs of Critical
Reallism in America: 1360-1920, Vol. ILI, lain Currents in
American Thou:-ht, 3 vols. (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co,,
1930), p. 2&6.

17
Elizabeth Higgins, Cut of the ‘iest, bpp. 133-13¢,
quoted in Jchn D, Hicks, The Populicst Revolt, p. 132.
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Reform papers gzained a wice circulation; 1increased circula-
tion was particularly marked in such papers as the Proygreg-

sive Farmer and the Farmer's Alliance in the state of Kanssas.

Out of this intellectual ferment came the demands
for reform that found their way into Allisnce and
Porullst national platforms and in a surprising num-
ber of instances ultimstely into stzte or national law,

The upheaval that tock vlace...can hardly be des-

cribed =8 a political campaign. It wes a religious re-
vival, a crusade, a vpentecost of politics 1n which a
tongue of flame sat uron every gan, and each svoke as
the spirit gave him utterance,l

From the seventles on the farmers tended to organize
in seeklng the redress of thelr grievances. The Granger
movement, the National Greenback Party, and many local pol-
itical parties were organized with the purvose cf giving
expression to the dett-ridden farmer. The main attack of
such groups, particularly the earllier cnes, was directed
azainst railroad malpractices such as excesslve rates, kick-
backs, and the like. Even the Greenback Party, which primari-
ly emphasized currency reform, cppoeed railroad practices of
the day as detrimental to the farmers.

One of the important forerunners of tre Pcpullst Party
was the Farmers!'! Alllance. Thls group was originally organ-
1zed with reform of railroad practices as 1ts main objective
but soon grew to adopt resolutions with "g more pronounced

19

tinge of radicalism." The first successful Alliance was

formed by Milton Ceorge, a Cricaco editor. The drouzht in

1841cks, op. cit., p. 132.

Y114, p. 102,
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1831 increased the popularity of the group immensely and
membership in the organization grew rapidly, particularly
in states such &s Kansas where the drougsnht hit hardest, In
18350, Kansas claimed a hundred and thirty thousand Alliance
members.eo

There were attempts to consollidate the American Federa-
tion of Labor, the Knipghts of Lator and the Farmers! Alllance
into one powerful group, but such efforts were unsuccessful,
When the two labor groups were invited to attend an important
Alliance convention to be held at St. Louls in 1883, the
Federation refused to have anything to do with the meeting.
The Knights resnonded by sending three imvortant rerresente-
tives but did not consider union or complete consolidation
"feasible."2l

When the Farmer's Alllance was ended in 1391, the Pop-
ulist Party arose ocut of the strusgle between Alllance mem-
bers who wished to retain the loose-knit stite organizations
and those who desired the formaticn of a national third poli-
tical party.

White opposed not only the Populists, Democrats, and
fusionists, but also the already extinct Farmer's Alllance.

He accorded this defunct organization the same treatment

which he gave to the active parties. Because of the fact




32

that the Alllance was not a present threat as were the
other three grouvs, 1t received less attention than those
zarties. However, the editor spoke vigorously in his in-
frequent references to the Alllance parallelinz that ex-
perience with the course th:t the Povullst movement was
pursulng., White declared thzt the Arliance, like the Poiwullists,
his teen "a most excellent order with great and noble ob,jeots,"22
ag originally orgenized, but had de;enerated because of
fanatic, unreslistic adherents. Grouvs such as the Farmercs!
Alllance and the Porullsts were, 1t seemed to the editor,
docmed to falillure at the cutset by the very nature of trelr
nlztforms. Thls factor wazs usually accompanied by "scrubby
reformers" who sccelerated the decline of such sroups. Their
leaders were not resvectable business men or experienced
politicians, but ususlly fallures, fanatics, or farmers
vlayin-; at the complicated game of government in the hope of
selfieh zains.

The fallure of the Alllance was demonstrated to White's
satisfaction by 1ts fallure to live up to treir prreamble or
any of its pledges; he averred that it had falled on every

point of 1its Declaration.23 He seemed to hold the opinion

in these early yeare that failure to accomrlich one's aims

22 mporia Gazette, October 31, 1495.

e
3Ibid.
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was an indication that those alms were unrealistic or un-
desirczble. In 1398 with a long editorial indictment of

L
the Alliancee he repeated his earlier contention that the
party's promises and performances had been a “burlesque.“25
After this he devoted no more largce efforts to casti:ating
them, but continued to mention the Alllance occasioneally as
an exanple of fallure to te cited in reference to subsequent
more pressing lssues,

In 1900 White wrote a belated obituary for the Farmers!

Alllance.

The Farmers'! Alliance craze was pure emotion--there
was no reason in 1t. The peorle went stark mad and the
thinzs they belleved then make thnem blush now....Fancy
the people of a state flowinz with milk and honey say-
ing they were starving....Ilmasine a state that is worth
its weight in pure g¢old declared on the stump and in
the press to be mortzaged for more than i1t is worth and
thousands of peovle advocatins the icssue of paver money
to pay these honest debts. The fact that a pooulation
8o thoroushly Amerilcan...produced gbe Alllsnce is a sad
commentary on povnular governments, <P

The election of 1888 brouiht the expected smashing Re-

publican victory in Kansas; in the nation Renublicans were
also victorlious in the election of Benjamin Harrison. 1In

1290 the Democrats and Populists in Kansas attempted a fusion

with gratifyinz results. In thie fuslon the Democrats had

EuIbid., November 3, 1258,

25;b1d., January 17, 1896,
26Ib1d., February 22, 19C0.
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been the agyressors and the Pcpulists reluctant. By 1%91,
however, the Povnulists were thoroughly disillusioned at
the refusal of the Democrsts to recognize thelr help, The
Democrats nominated candidztes cf trelr own party for local
offices and in some instances even cocperated with the Re-

27

rublicans. Despite the appeasement policles of the Dem-
ocrats, both that party and the Populists faced a blezk
sltuation. '"Republicanism seemed supreme &nd unchcllenge-
able."as

By 1892 the Popullst party 1n Kansas had risen to a
high polnt., The Revublicans suffered nationwlde defeat in
this year; the dissatisfied elements had backed Cleveland
and elected him, They hoped for better times; many believ-
ed in free sllver and tariff reducéion. They got instead,
a panlc, restriction of the currency, and hard times., The
next three years saw bad farm yilelds and lower prices. Wnhen
the panlc came in 1293 the Pooullst monetary views became
more popular and many people were converted to Popullst ideals.

In the elections of 1292 the Democrats and Pooullsts
in Kansas ran on eeparate tickets once more. Although the

Populists falled to get the complete control of a sin:le

state government there were several states in which they

2
7Raymond Curtis Mlller, "The Ponullst Psrty in
Kansas," Dissertation (Ph. D.S, University of Chicago,
June, 192%, p., 64,

28
Ibid., p. 208.
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elected a larce number of administrative officers or legis-
lators or both to "arfect materizlly the chsracter of the
rezimes that followed.“29 A-proprriately, 1t was the state
of Kansas where Pgoullsm won 1ts most notable victorles and
first challengred the sttention and sympathy of the nation,
There, the mere process of swearing in "the first Peoples
Party sdministraetion on earth presented a trhrilling spectacle."30

Most of the states which had given the Popullsts some
support in 1292 returned to thelr former allegiances in 189k,
Perhaps some of the voters were swayed by William Allen
Vhite's first imprortant work, "The Regeneration of Colonel
Hucks."31 This political short story broucht Wnite the fame
throughout Kansas that his later editorial, "what's the Mat-
ter With Kansas?" brou;ht him in the nation,

In Kansas, the absence of any real Denocratic strength
and the dissension among the Populists gave an eagy victory
to the Rerublicans. They elected a majority in the state's
lowsr house, every consgresemsn but one, and the rest of their
ticket.32

The Poorullsts had gained very little grcund, if

any, by the election of 1894,...After the election
there was not a state, southern or western, that

could be cited as predominately Populist territory
....The Kansas state senate was Pouullist but this

®IHicks, op. cit., p. 274,

0
3 Ellzabeth N, Barr, "The Populist Uprising," in A
0

dzrd History of Kanecas and Kansans, ed. by William =, C
(Chicago: American Book Co., 1933), II, pp. 1168-1169,

31
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wag due entirely to the presence of hold-over sena-

tors elected in 1892, The Revublicans had every-

thing their own way in the Hcuse 2nd in the state

offices, 33

The election in 1&94 had none of the sisns of conces-
glon or fuslon which had merked several of the preceding
elections., It was an election with individual parties stand-
Inz squarely on thelr own merits and platforms; as such, 1t
was of great importance. It was to indicate whether the Pop-
ullsts as censtituted could be a real vower in Kansas or
merely a minority grcup which could only achieve power on
terms a2nd conditions dictated by Democratic allies., It was
to signify whether or not the Populists could win majority
control on thelr o0ld 1issucs or whether a mocification of
these 1ssues would be expedient. The results of the election
seemeC to indicate that "Popullism in Kansas was indeed d.eatd."BlL
On 1ts own resources 1t had mustered harcdly more

than a third of the votes of the state. If it was

to beccme a power in the future, it would be only

as an adjunct to the Democratic party, and on scme

i1ssue which might cut the strength of the Republi-

can. Popullsm, as Kansas hed known it in the deays

of the highest spirit and gre:ztest idealism, was a

terror no lon.er. The "Crus:de" was over, Kansas
was redeemed,3D

33Hicks, op. cit., pp. 237-238.

———

i
3 Miller, "The Pooulist Party in Kansas," p. 230,

35Ibid., p. 280.
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The national campai-n of 1896 was to belle some of the
dire prophecies of Porullsm's demise fcr a while, In the
Renublican convention the "debtors and creditors stood mass-
ed for the battle which resulted in a victory for the ecetern

6

bankers and creditors."3 In Kansas, Porullism was the rural
reply to urban combination and was largely the pro:ency of
the ecocnumic decline which cheracterlized the western erea of
the United States from 18%5 to 1895.37 Professor James H,
Canfield, who wes in 1838 an imnortant factor in White's
decision to aeffiliate himself with the Revublican party, wrote
glx yeirs later:

I think the Pooullst movement si:nifies the generel
dissatisfaction of the rural communlity with the adminis-
tration of public affairs, In an age of comblination
(not yet intelligent cooneration) the rural people feel
weak when pitted apainst the peovle of the towns because
the latter can and do combline; and the rural people seek
some form of political and economlc combination that
will secure equallty of privilege and of ovprortunity.
Porulism anvezars in connection with "hard times" simply
because when times are "easy" the peogée are easy going
.es.Povulism 1is one feorm of revolt....

The "new-sectionalism" which arrayed the VWest againct

the East and expressed itself politically in the Populist
movement harbored "that system of radical thou ht that emerg-

ed in the West from three decades of recurrins unrest, asita-

tion, and interccurse with radical and reform movements in

36Wh1te, Autobiosrarhy, p. 360.

Populism Ilssisslp:l Valley Eistorical Review

po. 406,&27. This article znd the previously cited works cf F.
C. Mlller sre excellent treatments of the economic motives be-
hind the Populist movement.

33James H. Canfield, "A Buncle of Western Letters,™"
Review of FKeviews, 10 (July, 1894), pp. 42-43,
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the urban world.“39 Thouzh Populism exhibited a clear con-
tinuity with preceding radical movements in the West such
as the Greenback and Anti-lonopoly forces, 1t also present-
ed 2 falth and a creed in additlion to demands for eccnomic
reform,

The Populist pletform demonstrated that they had both
a. political and an economic progrem and a creed of brother-
hood and justice. Economically they demcnded a bimetallice
nationel currency, a graduated income tax, and government
ownership and control of rallrosds and yublic utilities. 1In
the interests of brotherhood and justice they sought a union
of the peovle and the labor force of the country so that its
spirit would "enter into all hearts for the sslvation cf the
republic and the uplifting of mankind." The political pro-
gram of the Populists was perhaps their greatest legacy to
the nation. Many of the measures which they unsuccessfully
advocated were later incorporated into our lesislation by
the Prozressives and other liberales. The Populists advocat-
ed the Australlan secret bhallot, the leglislative devices
known as the initiative and the referendum, the direct elec-
tion of senators, the passage of corrupt practices legisla-
tion tec aild in the abolition of malfeasance 1n government,

and other reforms. The Popullsts resented the attempts of

39Chester McArthur Destler, "Western Radicalism, 1885-
1901: Concepts and Origins," Migsissinpil Valley Historicsl
Review, XXXI (December, 194L), “pp. 351-352.
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the other two major parties to ignore all of their reform
measures except the one demanding the "free and unlimited
coina:e of silver." On this issue the Democrats and Re-
publicans alike marshalled their forces in an attempt to
becloud the other reform measures,

The short, rather unhevpy life of the Popullst party
was approaching its end while the editor was unconsciously
avvroaching the beginnins of the fame which was awalting him
with the publicaticn of his scathing indictment of that party
in "What's the Matter With Kansas?" The young manhood of
William Allen W-ite unfolded aizainst the btackground of a
politically and economically troubled Kansas; he cut his
politicel teeth at a time when the Popullsts were in the
national svotlizht; he helped defeat thils cause, many of
whose tenets he lived to anprove and embrace in future years.
Ponulism w:g a primesry factor in his initizsl renown ard in
his early political and social vhilosophy. They were two
very different phenomena which concurrently existed and thriv-
ed in the same milieu.

In 1835 Popullsm was yet a real force 1n Kansas, and
that state was beginning to meke 1itg first concrete strides
toward a recovery. "People who had money were living well

in Emporia; others hanging on by their eyebrows. And

0
Ignatius Donnelly, "People's Party Pl=tform of 13392 ,"
The Swaving of the American Tradition, ed. by Louils M. Eacker,
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1347), pp. 834337,
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Populism was raginzg scross the state, across the Missouri

Valley and through the South."ul

At this point White em-
barked on the career which he pursued until the end of his
life. He became the owner and Editor-in-Chief of the Em-
porla Gazette.

When William Allen Wnite first becamne known outsilde
the small sphere of Enporia he was the most orthodox of con-
servatives. In hie early years his philosophy was simple
and cptimistic. He belleved that this was the best of all
possible worlds, devlored criticism of 1t, and vizgorously
gought to maintain what he considered to be the status quo.
He did not belleve that injustice prevalled in the distribu-
tion of the world's goods and he freauently declared that the

ted

[

poor were solely to blame for their own proverty. He st
azain and sgain that the rich were worthy and deserving, hav-
ing achleved their enviable vositions by dint of their own
hard work and ingenulty. He belleved that the work of the
world was done, everything which could makxe human relation-
ships more satisfactory had been accomplished; God was food
and had done His work perfectly; the world should be left as
1t was. These tenets were more than Just White's philosophy,
they were almost a religion to him, His early writings and

Cazette editorliels constantly reiterated these beliefs.

1 .
White, Autoblosrachy, p. 264,
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Wrilte bewan his work as an editcr in 1225, Porulism
was a real and nresent threat to Whnite and from the begin-
nirg he copposed it in his paper, The editor was thorou;hly
convinced that the Popullsts cr any pro»nonents of reform
were entlrely wrong and he directed most of his ezrly ef-
forts to provinz this theeis., In the hzlf decade after
1355 he predicted the dexzth of the Popullst movement at re-
gular intervals. He @eclureé that they were "on thelr last
legs. There can te no doubt of that in the 1light of the
craveninz manner in which they are fawning over the Democrats.“42
Asain he stated, "The once zreat party has descended . . . .

+ « » as a fizhting party they are completely lncapacltsted,
even now , « « « The 0ld fire has turned Qut.”43 These senti-
ments were volced so frequently, many times when the political
situetlon in Kanesas refuted tuem, tunat they seem a conscicus
device used by the efitor 1n his attack c¢cn Populism.

Wnite revorted that the formers who had once emnbraced
the Populist party as the vauacea for all of their 1lls now
knew that party for what 1t really was. The farmer "relates
that 1t 1s & dcctrine of hate that is preached and practiced

1l

by the disciples of desnair," and he 1s now "ashamed of
Vi~

4
Populism and 1its doctrines of hate," 2 Wnite considered it

- o

2
Enporia Gnazette, Auzust 22, 1895,

ujlbid., October 1C, 1795,

L
Ibid,, October 3, 1295.
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“Ibid., September 3, 1207,
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a sad commentary thaet the Kanszs population which was so
thorouchly American "went daft for so slight a cause.“uv
To the editor the 1life had gone out cf the party, their
enthusiasm was gone, and sll of the 0ld principles which
were to have reformed the world had been abandoned and for-
got:'t;en.u'7

If there was one thing which W-1te oppceed more vigor-
ously than Populiesm, that was fusion., For eeveral yeare therve
haed teen spasmodic attempts at combination by Ponulilsts,
Pemocrzats, and the Creenbacks. He felt that such tickets

kg

were dishonest. The editor regarded fusion as not only
unethical, but also impractical. He sald that no party had
ever succeeded with fusion; the Populists were being duped
since fuslonlsts were not concerred over the 0ld, honorable
aims of that party, but were merely seeking to defeat tlLe
Republican par't:y.u'9 In a discusslon of such "unholy" alli-
ances White declared:
The Democratic party has lost the respect cf the

people. The Pooulist varty by 1its disgzreceful fawvn-

ing over Democracy has lost their respect. Something

new must be invented. An cld threadbare consplracy

has been trotted out to catch Republican fish. It 1is
fusion.?

Ibid., February 22, 1900.
Ibid., October 10, 1495.
October 3, 1895,

491p1d., October 10, 1495.

201p1a., Aurust 29, 1£95.
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The election of 1596 was to play a laryge part in the
rise of Willlaem Allen Write to fame &end to mark the begin-
nins of a decline for the Populist Party as a real rower on
the political scene. The Republican National Convention
met first at St. Louls and nominated William licKinley as the
presldential candidate and Garret A. Hobart of New Jersey
as his running mete. Almost the entire cost of the lcKinley
campal:n for the nomination had been paild by his friend,
Mark Hanna.51 Hanna had devcted not only his money, but also
all of his time and efforts to aiding McKinley, and in Jan-
uary 1395 he retired from active varticipation in his tusiness
with this political activity in mind.22

Thouiznh the nomination of McKinley constituted no real
problem in the convention, thefe was a strusgle on the cur-
rency lssue. Both licKinley and Hanna were bimetalllsts and
hazd been favorable to silver for many years. Because of this
and the fact that both men were high protection advocates,
they would have preferred to waze the campailzn on the major
lssue cf protection.53 The sentliment in the Republican
Party for a singsle £0ld standard led by Senator Lodge of lass-

achussetts and the eastern Republicans prevailed, however,

51Herbert Croly, Marcue Alonzo Heznrna, His Life and Work
(New York: The Mscliillan Co., 1323%), . 1%3.

521v1d., op. 173-17k.

53White, Autobiozrarchy, oo. cit., o. 273.
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and lcKlnley and Hanna ylelded to the 2old rlznk. Eenator
Teller of Colorado, an advocate of free silver, and thirty-
three otners, seceded from the convention. Wiliiam Allen
Wnlte was present «t the convention as & renorter for sev-
eral lar:e newspaners.

The Democrats met the followin: month. The chief con-
troversy in their convention was between the Cleveland sup-
porters--the ©o0ld factlon--and the free silverites, represent-
ed by Bland of liissouri. The free silver group was victor-
lous when the gold standard and the resolution for an endorse-
ment of the Clevelznd administration were defeated by large
majorities. During the discussion of the zold standard
resolution William Jennin::s Bryan came to prominence with
hisg fzmoue 'cross of gold'! speech and he eventuelly captured
the nomination. Arthur M. Sewall of Malne, a wealthy 'zold
Democrat! was nominated for Vice-President.Su Althou;;h there
was no formel 'tolt! from the Democratic convention there was
a large minority of discontented Democrats who went home and
worked for the Republican candidates.55 Bryan immediately
began an active, whirlwind campaizsn and the issue cf silver

versus :0l1ld completely obllterated the tariff issue for the

time,
Sl ; , -
FEhodes, James Ford, The McKinley ~»nd Hoosevelt Adnin-
istrations, 1897-1209 (New York: The l=zckillan Co., 13227, p.lé&.
55

Cherles 8. Olcott, Tre Life of William McKinley (New
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The Pooullsts met last in St, Louls and at this con-
vention the split which w:s to eventually kill that party
developed. Thre two malor factions at the Populist conven-
tion were the fuslonlests who favored an alliance with the
Democrats by nominatinz or endorsing the Democratic nominees
Bryan and Sewall, and the middle-cf-the-rcad sroup who feltA
that such a move would mean the end of their party. They
particularly objected to Sewall, a naticnal banker, since
opposition to the national banks was a Porullst principle.
An unsetisfactory compromlise was reached when Bryan was

nominated as the presidential candidate and Thomas Watson

56
of Georsla was selected as his running mate.j Almost all

of the Populists were dissatisfied with the results of their
convention,

Wnite and the GazZette sunported the Rerubllican candid-
ates., He wrote that the election of the Democrats or Popu-
lists would lead to the destruction of our American institu-
tions as they had stood since the bezinninz of our country.57
He particularly disliked a stzatement made by Bryan that a
Republican victcry would meen hard times, lower wages, and
decreased exports, and stated flatly that Bryan's abllities
as a prophet were as inadequate es were his qualifications

58

for the presidency. In another editoriasl he declared that

6
5 Hicks, The Pooullst Revolt, pp. 354=378 passim,
574,

nporia Gazette, July 31, 1836,

581v1d., September 19, 1296.
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Bryan had a "fourth-rate mind" and d4id not think., "The
crown of thorns and cross of z0ld rhrase 1s the hish-water
mark of erlgram. He does not read the best books nor keep
abreast of the world's best thougzht. He 1s, in the languare
of the street, a 'cheap screw!....He accepts a doctrine with-
out gquestion and tries to put it in the most catchy phrasea...."59

Durins the summer of 1%96 White wrote the editorial
"What's the Matter With Kansas?“6o On a hot day a group of
Populists confronted the editor on the streets of Emvoria and
nzsged him about some of his editorials., White became angry
and when he was able to detach himself from the group he
stelked to his office and wrote the editorial which "canme
out pure vitriol".él The editorial was hastily written and
that same afternoon the editor left for Colorado to joln
his wife.

His departure constituted a vroblem, for thou-h the
edltorial was 1l=ft on his desk with instructions for publica-
tion, his staff did not arprove the intemperate tone. They
were worried as to the probable reaction to the editorial in
Porulist Kanses and withheld the editorisl for a few days.

A further comvlication presented itself, The mana:zing edlitor

of the paper was Laura M, French, a thorou;h-zoing Bryanite

59Ibig., Sentember 5, 1296,

6OIb1d., Au;sust 15, 1896.

61

Wnite, Autobiogrrarhy, p. 240.
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who considered the article particularly cdistasteful, but
finally had to arprove the article for publication, The
editorial brought fame to the Kansas editor. It recelved
the favorzable notice of a Santa Fe vice-president, several
large urban newsrapers, Speaker of the House Tom KReed, and
finally Mark Hanna, who had it released in pamphlet form as
campaign propaganda.62

This editorial blamed the Popullsts for all of Kaneas's
woes. In strong, sarcastlc lenguage White spoke of the de-
cline in wealth and population in Kansasg--"the whole west 1is
ehe2d of Kansae." He declared that Nebraska had gained in
wealth and population while Kansas went downhill but 1gnored
the fact that in 1894 the Populist and fusion tickets in
Nebreska polled over 49 percent of the votes, a percentage
only exceeded by the Pooulist-fusion stronghold of North
Carolina.é3 In Nebraska the Rerublicans had mzde some in-
roads Into the state offices but the fuslonists elected their
candidate for governor esnd one congressman. In 1896, the
fusionists in Nebraska completely defezted the Renublicans,
as they did in Kansas.64 The edltor termed Colorado seven

times greater than Kansas, tut in 1894 the Populist and fusion

votes in thet state also exceeded the Kanseas percentage.65

62Johnson, White's Americe, p. 92.

63Hicks, The Populist Revolt, p. 337.
6l
Ibid., p. 337.

°Spid., tp. 333,337
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Desrite such unfortunate statements the editorial was effec-

tive. How he seid 1t was as important as what he said.

What's the matter with Kensas?

We 8ll knov; yet here we are at 1t azain, Ve have an
0ld morssback Jacksonian who snorts and howls because
there 18 a batatub in the staterouse; we arernning that
old Jay for governor. We have another shabby, wild-eyeqd,
rattle-brained fanatic who has said openly in a dozen
speeches that "the rirshts of the user are paramount to
the rirzhts of the owner;" we are running him for chief
Justice so that capital will ccme tumbling over itself
to ¢et into the state. We h2ve raked the o0ld ash heap
of human fallure 1n the state and found sn old human
hoop skirt who has falled as a businessman, who has fail-
ed as an edltor, who has falled as a preacher, and we
are going to run him for Congressman-at-Larze, He will
help the looks of the Kanesas delezation at Washin:ton.
Then we have discovered a kid without a law practice and
have declded to run him for Attorney Generel. Then, for
fear some hint that the state had become resvectable
mi.;ht percolate throush the civilized portions of the
natlion, we have decided to send three or four harpies out
lecturing, telling the peovle that Kansas 1is ralsing hell
and letting the corn go to weed.

On, this ig & state to be proud of! We are a people
who can hold up our hezds! What we need 1s not more money,
but less canrital, fewer whice shirts and breins, fewer men
wilth business Jjudzment, and more of tnose fellows who
boast that they are "just ordinary clodhoppers, but they
know more in a minute about finance thsn John Shermcn"; we
need more men who are "posted," who can tellow about the
crime of '73, who hate prosverity, and who think, because
a man believes in nstional honor, he is a tool of Wall
Street. We have had a few of them--some hundred fifty
thousand--but we need more,

We need several thousand glbbering 1diots to scream
about the "Grest Red Dragon" of Lcmbard Street. We don't
need population, we don't need wealth, we don't need well-
dressed men on the streets, we don't need cities on the
fertile prairiees; you bet we don't! What we are after is
the money power. Because we have become poorer and orner-
ler and meaner than a spavined, distempered mule, we, the
peopleof Kansas, provose to kick; we don't care to build
up, we wish to tear down,

"There are two 1deas of government," said our noble
Bryan at Cnicago. "There are those who believe that if
you legislate to make the well-to-do prospercus, this
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prosperity will leek throuszh on those below, The
Democratic idea has been thzt 1if you leglslate to

make the masses prosrerous thelr prosverity will find
its way up end throush every class end rest upon them,"

Thot's the stuff! Gilve the prcsvercus man the dickens!
Lezislate the thriftless man into ease, whack the stuffing
out of the creditors end tell the debtors wno borrowed the
money five years ago when money "per capita" was grezter
than 1t 1s now, that the contractlion of currency zives
him a ri..ht to repudiste,

Whoop it up for the raized trousers; put the lazy,
greasy flzzle, who can't nay hls debts, on the altar, and
bow down and worship him. Let the state 1deal be hizh,
What we need is not the resvect of our fellow men, but
the chance to get somethin: for nothing.

Oh, yes, Karcas is a gre2t stote. Here are peonle
fleeinz from it by the score every day, capital goinz out
of the state by the hundreds of dollars; and every indus-
try but farmings paralyzed, and that cri-vled, beceuse 1ts
products have to 2o across the ocean before they can find
a laborings marn at work who can afford to buy them. Let'sg
don't stop this year, Let's drive all the cdecent, self-
respecting men out of the state. Let'g keep the o0ld clod-
hovopers who know 1t all. Let's encourage the man who 1is
"nosted." He can talk, and what we need 1s not mill hands
to eat our meat, nor factory hends to eat our wheat, nor
clties to ovrpress the farmer by consumin.; his butter and
e:;x8 and prcduce. Wnat Kansas nceds 1s men who can talk,
and have large lelsure to argue the currency question
while theilr wives walt at home for that nickel's worth of
blueing,

What's the matter with Kensas?

Nothins uncer the shining sun. She 1s losing her wealth,
porulation and standingz. She has got her statesmen, and
the money power 1s &frald of her. Kansas is all rizht.

She has started in to raise hell, as Mrs. Lease adviced,
and she seems to have an over-producticn. But that doesn't
matter, Kensas never d1d believe in diversified crops.
Kansas 1s all risht., There is absolutely nothing wrong ;.
with Kansas.,"Every prospect vlewces and only man is vile."°°
This was Wnite's protest. It was typical of nis style
and point of view in his early years. He blamed Populism
for unsatisfactory conditions in his state or wherever they

gpread thelr doctrines effectively., Tne adherents of that
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Zroup wevre fanatic, unreesvected fallures., To the editor,
euch men were incacable of beneficial sovernment; he seemed
to be firmly of the cpinion that M'ncthin< succeeds like suc-—
cess. !

The Lemocrats &end Ponullsts were the cliamnions of free
silver in the camvaigzn of 1826, To White, this was the
single, dominant issue, ke was cuuosed to the principle of
free silver; such e currency scheme to him seemeld to threaten
existing institutions and the conservative editor dlstrusted
and ovvosed change, The old order wus beling thireatened by
chesp money schemes which were "in the last snalysis disheonest,!
and involved "positive dishonesty on the part cf the covern-

4

"07 ER .
ment. He editorialized:

The splrit cf free coinage 1is escsentinlly csccial-

istic in ite tendencies . . . « « . « hum=n pro:.ress
is only porsible when the producers of wealth are pro-
tected, « . « There are in this country a large number
of people who have saved a little moncy which they
loaned out to cthers. The advocates of free sgllver
Poldly claim that the result of the adoption of their
money scheme would be to take from all creditors one-
half cf their progerty. « « o When the farmer =nd wcrk-—
ins—-man uncderstand that this is the real coject of the
free-coinaze aiitatlon will, they continue to favor the
attack on private proverty?°®

In Npovember, LicKinley wus elected, but Eryan and the
fuelonists were victorious in Kansas. The editcr printed th

"sickening truth" in headlines. He declared that the state

was cureced and honest men zll over the nation were laughing

67Ibiﬂ., October 24, 1830.

681biﬂ., Aucust 22, 1395,
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and Jeerlng at Kansas.69 He was happy, however, that lic-
Kinley had won in the natlon, and several decades later
attributed his victory to the fact that the Republicans had
versuzded the middle class that a threat to the gold stan-
dard was a threat to thelr property.7o

The editor conceded a comrlete Kansas victory to the
Porulists in that election and then, in characteristic fash-
ion, began looking to the next election instead of mourning
the one Jjust past. He wrote an editorial exoounding the
wonders of our Amerilcan, democrstic government--one in which
the differences between the rich and the poor were settled
pegceably, unlike those in Zurovpe. He announced that he
would continue to support the Republican cause, the bellef
in individual res»onsibllity for fallure or success, the

lalssez~-falre theory. He declared himself satisfied with

exlsting conditions, in favor of "veeted rizhts" and repeat-
ed his warning that change in our institutions would mean a
revolution which would bring in soclalism, a most dangerous
doctrine.71

Wnite feared and opposed soclalistic thinking. One of
his mcst strenﬁous‘objections to Ponulism wes that it fcster-

ed such a philosorhy. When the co-operstive colony in Colorado

planned by Popullst John Otis failed shortly after 1ts inception,

69Ibid., November 6, 1396,

0
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52
the editor was vpleased. He wrote thot the brawny members
cf the populace instinctively serve their brainier cohcrts;
co—-operative communities such as Otis planned were doomed
to faillure because of this:

The socialletic colony which derends for 1its suc-
cesses upon the unselfishness of men has falled as it
always has falilled =snd always will fail until nature
chanzes humz2n hearts. The cunninsest man wins the
battle. It 1s a fact of nature; laws can't change
it. The man who devends upon his muscle wil]l be the
servant of the man who depends on his brain.

After the election of 1%96 "the Populist party as a
great and independent organization wzs a thing of the past."73
White's criticisms of that party became less freguent. He
regarded Popullsts as more of a nuilsance than a real threat
to McKinley and prosrerity. In 1838 the Spanish-American
War diverted the national attention from the political scene
even more; the war was also a factor in the accelerated de-
cline of Povullism after 1876. White's Jjibes at Pcpulism and
Eryan became spasmodic and somewhat humorous in a bitter way,
as best befitted a defeated foe.

In lookins back on Populist and fusion "reforms," the
editor concluded that the returns cf Ponullst government had

been "bad name, scandals, bribery, blackmaill, bankruptcy and

i
constantly increasing taxes."7 He woncdered how long it would
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be before Kensas could pull herself '"out of the slourh of
Povulism," and questioned whether any Populiste or "little
men" anywhere were intelligent enoush to understand cr ap-
preciate the American idea of government.75

White re)jected the 1idea that veorle were poor for any
reason other than thelr own lazinees, 1gnorance or poor
management. He opposed the Porulist charze that circumstances,
not incdividual differences, were largely responsible for de-
pressed conditions. Lilke many self-mode men White had 1little
tolerance for those who required eid in the struggle to sur-
vive and prosper. He favored untrammeled ca:i-ital as the
solution for depressions snd continued to oppose "dishonest
schemes" ond changes such as the free cocinage of silver.-{’6
"Success doesn't lie in the government arnd the law, but in
the indlividual ....The law cannct change 1t. Fallure or suc-

cess 1s an individual affailr, The Popullst—-ori_inated
ldea of correcting the maldistribution of wealth by legisla-
tion was to White dangerous and wrcng.7g

The edltor regarded reform and reformere as the "twin
enemies" of prosverity, the product of "such unsafe experi-

w9

ments as Popullsm, In his zealous opposition to reformers

75;2;9., November &, 1297.

76Ib1d., October 12, 1837.

77;@;@., Ayzust 15, 1896,
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he extended his susvicions beyond the Popullist ranks sand
classed all reformers as "frauds.'0

In the electlons of 1838 Kans:s returned to the Repub-
lican fold by a large majority. In the local elections of
1893 they repeated tnis performance with en even larger ma]j-
ority. The editor was Jjubllant and stated confidently that
Kansas was now comnletely cured of Populism. Thoush the state
hed "lost heavily" in respvect, rerutation,and prosperity by
vyielding to Povulism, matterg would soon be rughted.81

The contempt wnich Wnite accorded Bryan caueed him to
lose his characteristic sense of falr play on occasicn., While
the satire and ridicule wnich he heaped on the man were under-
standable and even typical of his dealinz with opponents, White
did not usually 1indulge in character assassination without
solid facts to back him up. He said of Bryan, "....And how
does Bryan make a living? Has anyone heard of his doing a
day's professional work for three years? Other people have to

o nE2

work for a living. How does he et the money to gad He

wvondered at the "connection" between Bryan and such conserva-

Z
tive Democrats as the Tammany boss, Croker, and Gorman.g’

Ivid,, Ausust 22, 1397.
December 14, 1399,
~Ibid., Cctober 13, 1839,
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From July, 1900, until after the electlions in November the
Gozette featured in larye bold-faced tyve in each issue the
Bryan prediction of 1836 that the electlon of licKinley znd
the Republlicans would mean herd times, lower exports and de-
creased wagzes. When Ccngressman Sibley of Pennsylvanlia, a
Democratic leader in the free silver movement, declided to
abandon his surport of this issue in 13CO, White noted that
Bryan had also vromised to "soft-pedéle" the issue and won-
dered "if they were bcught.“gu

In 1900 the Porulistes a;ain nominated Bryan as thelr

candlcdate for the Presidency and Charles A, Towne of lMinnescta,
a silver Republican, for the second rlace on the ticket. Al-
though thelr numbers were very greatly reduced, the conven-
tion was a stormy one. The Popullsts held conventionsg in
1904 and 190& also but there were conly a handful of delezates
at each of the last two conventions and the meetinss were
mere token Zestures to the party which had been. They retain-
ed thelr orizinal platform azailn in 1300 and conce more cham-
pioned the free colnage of silver, Unfortunately for this
rlatform, silver was no lonzer a serious issue., The prosperity
vklch the nation enjoyed during the McKinley regime coupled
with a large increase in the world's annual gold output pe-
cause of the openin; of several new gold fielés had completely
destroyed the 0ld Popullst arguments. Wnlte noted the weax-

ness cf the Populist stand in an editorial devoted to the

Sulbid., December 28, 1399,

——
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£0ld standard. He criticlzed the Pouulist and Democratic
advocacy of silver as a policy which would wreck the finances
of the country. He attributed the depressed conditiocns of
the Cleveland administrstion to the prosnmect of sllver leg-

&5 "The Pop-

i1slation wnich scared money out of circulation,
ulist crowd stends for eilver, which will as surely as there
1s a sun in the sky fri:hten caplital, close the mills, beat
down nricee, increase interest, coex back a ranic, and play
hob generally."86
One of the Populist charzes frequently levelled at the
two major partiles, espreclally the Republican party, wzs that
they were boss controlled, &and that they encoura:;ed the con-
tinuance of boss and machine controlled politics. White re-
rlied to these Popullet chariges with frequent statements on
the boss system. He termed boss rule "government by the
strong,"87 and went even further to state that boss rule was
inseparable from popular government. He called it "the best
system of ::overnment there 1s," and advised the Ponulists
thzt their pclitical party would have probably been more suc-
cessful in the hande of a stron;g boss.gs S8cme of his explana-

tions for favoring the boss system were characteristic of the

editor in thils conservative phase of his career,

85;21@., Auzust 31, 18939,

Sélbi&., September 7, 1899,

87;;;@., December 10, 13C1.

g
8;219., December 1C, 1901,
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He considered the boss syestem efficient and practicel,
two qualities wrilch he alwaye respected. The fact that the
boss system existed and wus successtul proved that 1t had
merit., "The boss system 1s a good system or it would not
exist."89 He felt that the boss system had a lonz tradition
behind i1t in the history of nations although it haed perhaps
been called by other names or used different metnods; the
purpose, wnich was to obtain power and keep it, had always
been the same. The editor alwgys respected traditional in-
stitutions.go Final factors in his survort of boss rule
were the Popullst opposition to 1t and tkhe Kevublican prac-
tice of 1it,

When Popullism ceased to be a political power the editor
cezsed hls ettzck. Althourh by 1305 White had assumed many
new liberal views and had completely reverged meny of his
cld conservative 1deas, he never thoroushly avpreciated the
Popullist contributions to our political thourzht. In 19CH he
wrote what he termed his first reform editorial. He cham-
rloned the election of Joserh W. Folk, a Democrat with a
history of Populist sympathies, as governor of lMissouri. He
considered Folk the "test man" and therefore advised the

91

voters to elect him,

891v13., December 2c, 1901.

901p14., December 10, 1901.

==

9l1pi4., July 21, 1904.
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In 1305 White was beginning to regard Povulism 1n a
more tolerant 1li.ht but he could nct overlock the radical,
fanztic element which he associzted with Populism and Pop-
ulists. The most he wculd concede to that once great move-
ment was: "Althou-h 1t was foollsh end misguicded, 1t wvas
alnost Justified ty the ccndltions of things that confronted

the people."92




CEAPTER I1II
"y LIFZ LONZ LIEGE™"

William Allen White was a Republican st the beginning
of his political cereer and 2t the end of his natural 1life,
Although in the years from 1912 until 1916 he was a member
of the Progressive party, it was uncouttedly his admiration
for ¢«nd loyalty to Theodore Roosevelt which influenced him,
From 1905 until his death Wnite became increasingly more
liberzl in his views, btut whotever those views, in the last
analysls he would sucrport tre Rewublican party. He admired
Wileson, but supported Hu:hes; he had no use whrtsocever for
Hurdinz and felt that the Democratic candidate Cox "was more
of a person" but he voted for Harding;l Frarklin Delano
Roosevelt said that he aporeciated "Bill "hite'ssucrport for

n2 White achievead

three and a half years out of every four.
hig firet fame by suvpzorting the Renwublican perty, and it
1s a8 an interpreter of political events on the American
scene that he was most active. Throushout hls adult life he
wag always thorou;hly embrolled in politics, varticularly

rerty politics, but only once w=2s he a candidate for a

political office,

1mum,§g
2

blozravhy, p. 591.

Ibid., p. &ko.
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The first maj)or campalilzn in wnich Wnite participated
was in 1896, He contributed to theRewmblican campalzn with
his editorial "What's the Matter With Kansag?" He supvort-
ed McKinley tefore and sfter the election, but could never
become too 1lmpressed with him as a person, He felt a greater
affection and a deever admiration for lark Henna, Although

the Gazette was filled with editorlals supporting Republican

policies after 1836 and in the war, White rarely referred to
McKinley or to his role in shzvping Kepublican policy.
When President licKinley addressed Congress in Lecember,
1399, the Gazette did not print the text of this address,
White explzined:
It((McKinley's address) )is interesting and cocmmendable
in thzt 1t atftacks trusts and defends tne g£old stand-
ard, ..and as a forerunner of what the national policy
of the natiocn may be for the next five years the nes-
sage has a prophetic value. But as reading the Cazette
would recommend in preference elther Mr, Dooley or Fox's
Book of Martyrs. If this 1s unrepublican and unpatriotic,
all right, trot out the court martial.3
Desyite hls thoroush-golng Republicanism end his un-
bounded Joy at thzt party's victory in 1236, he could not
waX enthusiestic about the President, Typical of the Cazette's
support of McKinley for renomination in 1900 was en editorilsl
asking, "Why not be content with McKinley...?Vny change for
the sake of change.,..?Will a nation thzt is doing well do any

better for a change?")"L

3Emporia Gazette, December 7, 1239.

”;g;g., May 10, 1900.
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There w-s no animosity between McKinley and Wnite,
Pleasant relations existed between the men. White sought
nothing of the President; lcKinley bestowed nothins cn White,
Mark Hanna had arranged a meeting between the two in grati-
tude to White for his effcrts on behalf of the Kevubllcan
varty's victory in 1896, HKanna penned a note of introduction
to the President, 2dding and underscoring, "He wants no
office." At the meeting McKinley was gracious, but humor-
less, cold and impersonal. The editor left the White House
with no 111-will, but his originsl apathy toward the man
was unimpaired.5 The situation remzined the same at their
few subsequent meetings.

During a visit to Washington White was to meet the man
for whom he formed a lifelong affection, and who was to be a
heavy influence in shaping the philosophy of the conservative
young editor, A Kansas Congressman, Charles Curtis, intro-
duced White to Theodore Roosevelt, who had recently becsn ap-—
vroilnted Assistant Secretary of the Navy. The two men immedi-
ately established a firm rapport and White later wrote in
describing that meeting, "After that, I was his man."6
Roosevelt had requested the meeting after reading White'g

Kansas editorial. 1In their long walk and talk on thet firct

Swhite, Autoblosrachy, p. 291.
6

Ibid., p. 298.
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day, Wnite wes shocxed at the ideals and attitudes which
Recosevelt exvressed, attlitudes wnich he believed were held
only by Populists, but he was so overcome by RKoosevelt's
personality thet he made no objections. After that meeting,
the Gazette carried frequert items about Roosevelt.

When Americsn went to war with Sprailn, Koosevelt wss a
lieutenant-colonel of a cavalry regiment commanded by Colonel
Leonard Wood. When he first avuplied for A4duty, Secretary of
War Alger had offered him command of that group, but Roosevelt
¢1é not feel qualified for such a position. HKis regiment,
which was known as the Rouzh Fiders, received acclaim for 1its
actions at Santliszo and San Juan Hill, Roosevelt as thelr
leader received much publicity and praise for his part in the
undertaking and in 1398 was promoted to the rank of Colonel.7

White deeply 2dmired the part which Roosevelt nlayed
in the wer and wrote frequently of his exvlelts in Cuba. He
devoted lon:; editorials to Roosevelt'!s heroism, his stronz and
sensible cttitudes, his 1eadersh1p.8 He pralsed the Colonel
for never trying to advance himself =zt the expense of his men.9

On his return to the Unlted States Roosevelt was elected
governor of New York. He had been reluctantly supported for

the nomination by Senztor Platt of that state when 1t became

7Theodore Roosevelt, Theodore Roocgevelt: An Autcbilorra-
phy (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1929),pp. 213-219,

8Emporia Gazette, September 22, 1893,

9Ibid., Sentember 15, 183%,
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obvious that Roccevelt wac the cnly hope for the success
of the Renublican machine whilch had suffered set-backs in
the previcus year. He threw rimself intoc the work of =zov-
ernor with all the energy he hzd dierl=yed 1in Cuba, 2nd the

emsll Kensas paver, trhe Chzette, devoted much svace to his

P .St
ectivities. The editor wrote frequent glowin: tributes to
the New York ;overnor who was clearin:s up the corrunticn in

his state]Q- the "war-horce" who had teen "zroomed in a

nll

clean stz2ll, The editor clessed Governor PBoocevelt with

Senator Lod;ze, two of the rare zen 1n American public life
with firet-class mind°.12

The Hvosevelt rigse to prominence made nim the popular
cholce for the vice-presidential nomination, Wnen the Re-
publican Ccnventicn met at Philedelphia in June, 12CC, it
wae generally accepted and anproved that McKirley would be
rencmninated, There was 1ittle difference of opinion concern—‘
ing the pletform either; the Renublicans retazined and en-
dorsed the rlatform which they had framed in 1%9o0. The high—
1izht of the crnvention wae the vice-rrecidential rcmination,
In acdition to the ponulesr centiment in the 'Yest and else-

where for Rocsevelt, Senator Platt, the Rerublican Losg of

New York, was anxi~us thast Rccsevelt chould receive the

lol?lﬁ~, December 1, 1848,
11

Ibid., Decenber &, 133%,
12

Itid., January 237, 12CO.
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nomination so thsat he could be rid of the men whom he could
not control.13 Roosevelt hzd reveatedly stated that he diad
not want the nomin:tion, th:t he would rather be reelected
Governor of New York. Mark Hzanna was emphatically opvosed

to Roosevelt, but since McKinley refused to exyrress any opin-
ions on the matter, preferring to leave the 1lssue to the de-
legates, popul:r ovinion prevailed and Koosevelt was selected

almost unanimously.lu

The only dissenting ballot had been
his cwn.

The edltor of the Gazette was Jubllant. He had worked
hard to create favorable sentiment for noosevelt in the Vest,
but had not surported him for the vice-presidency as he was
aware of Roosevelt's sentlment in the matter. Roosevelt had
written to Write in February, 1900, thut he hed "definitely
declined to take the Vice-Presidency." Fe eaid further that
his real deslire was to be renohlnated for zovernor cf New
York.15 In May of thet same yezr he was even more emphatic
in enother letter to the editor. He wrote, "I think I have
got things fixed so that I shell be free of the vice-yresi-
dency. It 1s the last office I want. I should like toc be
116

s;overnor of New York ag;aln.

13Joser)h B. Bishop, Theodore Roocevelt and His Time

(New York: Charles Scribner's " sons, 1320) I, pp. 134-139,

luﬁhodes, The Lickirley 2nd Rcosevelt Admiristr:

pp. 2¢9-283. T

15“ltin« E. Norison, (Fd.), Letters of Trnecdore

T
Roosevelt: _1378-19700, vol, II, q‘He Y61}S of Preveration

(Cambrid.;e: Harvard University Press, 19-1), p. 1ll72.
161v14., pp. 1296-1297.
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In reportinz the resuvlts of the convention, the
Cazette wes filled with items and editorial comments laud-
ing Roosevelt, six editorials &nd articles in all, while
there was only one brief article concerning LcKinley, the
nominee for President.l7 After Roosevelt's nomination was
an accomvlished fact, the edltor felt free to rejoice and to
pralse him. Eefore the nomination he had had to restrain
himeelf with difficulty from actively supporting the selec-
ticn of Roosevelt, since he wes aware of Rcosevelt'!s avowed
opinion on the matter,

Throushout the campal:n Wnite malntained the same
policy. He campaigned vigorously for KRoosevelt, and wrote
prolificeally of hils background, career, and lofty ideals;
McKinley was largely icnored.

The Demccratic convention met in Kans-s City the follow-
ing month., There wss comrlete harmony con the renomination of
Bryan, tut friction developed cover the vlatform. The Bryan
forces finally prevalled snd the remcnetization of silver at
a ratio of 15 to 1 was retained as the primary issue, Shortly
after the convention, however, Bryan conceded that the iscues
were three-folc¢; they were silver, the trust guestion, and
imperialism,

In November the Republicans socred their grestest vic-

tory since 1872 and much to hitc's delisht the stste of Kansas

(®]
e
ct

te, June 23, 1300,
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went Rerublican. He wzs even more plesised to note that the
Porullsts polled crnly a little over fifty thoucand votes.
WWhite attributed the "smasning menwublicen victory" largely
to Roosevelt who h=d camnpalsned vigorously in the West.lg
Before and after the election Rcosevelt remarked many
times that his political career was ended. Althouih he had
been "put on the shelf," he would try to muke his position
'theerful." In November, 1390, he wrote to a friend,
I do not exvect to go eny further in poliltics.
Heaven knowsg there 1s no reason to expect that a
man of so0 many and so 1loucdly and nct ealways wisely
expressed convlictions on so many different subjects
should ¢o so far! But I have had a first class run

for my money, and I honestly think I have accomplish-
ed a certain amount,

Shortly aftzr the election of 1300 Wxnlte had begun
to work openly creatin;; sentiment for Roosevelt's nomination
for President in 1904, Even before the convention of 1300
the two men nad discussed the uossibilitlies. In the summer
of 1839 Foosevelt replied to a letter from White, saying,

0

>
"I am not cut for vresidential honors at present, "” A few

weeks later he wrote to General Frederick Funston, a close
friend of both Rcosevelt and Vhite,

Nothing 1s to be dore with me ag Presicdert in the
coming election....without the sliihest heed to rolitical
conslderations, we can carry the next election with him
((McKinley)) and orevent the menace of a Bryun adminis-
tration, which would mean the 2bandonment of our destiny

Irid., November &, 13CO.
1
9Bishop,gp. cit., Vol. I, ppr. 139-1L0,

0
lorlson, Letters of Theodore Roosevelt, II, p.1l028%,
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ebro:d ané treachery to all traditions of honor zat
home....I think th.t for me to ke a candidate would
not only be futile, but would deprive me of all in-

fluence in trying to get the asdministration to carry
out the policies in wrich we--that is, men like yQY

J

and myself, end Yhite and Senztor Lod;e-~believe.“

In the summer of 1901 White and Fcosevelt were communi-
cating abcut White's rrosress in securing the support of
Kanses, lilssourli, and Colorado in the next convention.22 In
August, 1501, the Gazette came out openly and endorsed a
"Roosevelt for Presicdent" move. The editor uryged the Kansas
State Convention to convene early so that Kansss could be
the first ctate to instruct her deleizateg for Kcosevelt.

He cautloned, however, =23ainst too much premzture enthusiasm
which miyht édwindle away in the three yeirs remain.n;: before
the next election.Z)

The Gazette continued to suvport the Republican admin-
istration in the months before McKinley's é=ath. HKoosevelt
was prailsed for his hi;h ideals, :;00d influence, and the
things he was "accomplishing in American political life.“el+
McKinley was termed by Wnite the best President since Lincoln.

He "can't make much of a speech and he 1s not a profcund

elryia., po. 1039-1040.

2e
Johnson, Selected Letters, vp. 39-41, L1l-Lb,

23Gazettg, Ausust 29, 1901.

241114, September 6, 1901.
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scholar, but he is a man.">? yhen Walte echoed this senti-

2e he incurred the dis-~

ment in a national ma:azine article
favor of many Republicans.

On Sertember 6, 1901, President licKinley wzas shot wnile
attending an exposition in Buffalo, New York, After seeming
to rally from his wound the President suffered a relapse and
dled on September 14, 1901.27 White blamed the trazedy on
American's greed for creap labor, which resulted in the im-
portation of "human vermin, beasts, millions of Polucks,
Huns, and Itallans, the very scum of European clvilization
. . « JLiberty to them means license."28 He eulogized the
dead Preslident, but could scarcely restrain hls pleasure at
Roosevelt'!s accession to the Presidency.29

The new Pregident announced th2t he would continue
McKinley's policles unchanged and would make no cabinet changes.
The editor recorded all of his statements and avproved them

enthuslastically. He qucted from Roosevelt's book, Americon

Ideals and Other Essays, Sccia2l and Peclitical, to demonstrate

his honesty and intelligence.zo He felt that Roosevelt's

ESLL;Q., Ausust 29, 1901.

William A. White, "Hanna," LcClure's Masazine, 16
(November, 1900), to. Ho=bh,

o
2Tolcott, op. cit., Vol. II, op. 312-325.

28

Emporlia Gazette, September 12, 1301.

G
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., Sertember 19, 1901.

3OIbid., October 10, 1901.
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elevation to the Presidency brousht to that office "an
erudition rivened by a practiczl greprle with 1life; a
political sagacity . . . high ideals, good birth, liberal

&dvantages."31 His Joy was unbounded.

When Roosevelt announced hils poclicy of adhering to
the principles of the Civil Service in making civil appoint-
ments in cur insulaer possesslons, White wrote:

Roosevelt is taking the country rapldly back to
the days of the hirh integrity of the founding
fathers. He has divorced politics from the presi-
dency. He is rising in his daily walk to the stan-
dard of Washinston and Adams. He 1s adminicstering
his office with absolutely no thouzht of a second
term. He 1s ignoring macnine politics/c, , . .He
is appealing to the hish intellligence of the masses
. « « oThe influence of Roosevelt for clean pclitics,
for hi.h civic ideals, for political virtue, will be
and 1s pow lnestimable . . . .He has exalted the
nation,

White continued to suprort all of the Rcosevelt poli-
cles without exception. The hitherto ultra-conservative
editor was slowly beglnning to become more liberal, a course
which could hardly be avoided esince he chose to champion

Roosevelt so actively. Vhen Roosevelt proposed a reciprocity

31
W. A. White, "Theodore Roosevelt", lcClure's, 12

(November, 1901),p. 47.

3ZW‘.nite's correspondence with the President definitely
indicated active planning for 1904, despite the editcr's state-
ments here, They had also discussed the possibility of garner-
ing the supnort of such political bosses as Quay of Pennsylvaria,
Platt of New York, Hanna of Ohio, and Leland of Kansas. Jshnson,
Selected Letters, po. 4l-t4, See also, Henry F. Pringle, Theodore
Roosevelt: A Biography, (New York: E.rcourt, Brace and Co.,

1931), rp. 228-229.
33

Emporla Cazette, November 2&, 1901.
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agreement with Cuba whevrein the duties on Cuban sugar and
tobacco would be recduced to give the Cubans advantages in the
American market, White supported the Presldent's contention
that such a treaty was a moral 1ssue.34

The coal industry geve the President difficulty when
in the spring of 1902 a large strike bepan in the anthracite
recions. There had teen previous éifficulty in 1500 but Mark
Hanna had uced his influence with the coal operators to ward
off a strike which mi,'ht prevent a Renublican victcry in 1900.3
When the strike of 1902 began to cshcow signs of extending 1into
the winter and therefore of causing national hardcships,
Roosevelt intervened, The President succeeded in appointing
an arbitration committee which was favorable to both the
miners and the operators and work was resumed in the mines.
The commission made their report to the President flve months
later and their findings proved favorable to the miners. The
recommendations of the commission included a ten rer cent wage
increace for the miners, a sliding wage scele which would in-
creace wages when coal prices advanced, and a clause stipulat-
ing that there would be no discrimination against unicn or

30

non-union labor.

White, "Cuban Reciorocity--A Moral Iesue", McClurels,
19 (Sevtember, 1902), w». 333,

3SCroly, op. cit., po. 328,390.

6
3 Rhodes, op. cit., pp. 246-247.
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White worried throu-—-hout the strike lest the President
incur some 11l-will which would be harmful. He also echoed
the frequent Roosevelt contention that Wall Street was out
to discredit and destroy the Presgident,

The eastern monied men who hate Roosevelt have un-
doubtedly set a trap for him in the coal strike settle-
ment., It 1s now time for Roosevelt to stand up and be
counted, elther for unions or for carital. He must
offend someone——either lorgan or orgenized labor . . . .
Tre Presicdent will find the people benind him if he
stands for the unions and insists that the coal opera-
tors submit the matter to arbitration . . . .The people,
the President, and the unions canvhip unreasonable
capltal ag every turn, whether in a coal strike or an
election,”/

The editor rejoiced that in a battle between right and
wrong the Pregldent had once more tzken a strong stand on the
side of rizht. He had been able to win three times in one
year, on the issue of clean men in federal offices, Cuban
reciprocity, and the coal strike, because he was morally right
and hed the peovle on his side. Fe had "made the people's
business, his business and spanked the irsurgents into line,"
In a struggle, Rooseveltl!s victory was foreordained, accord-
ing to White, because he had "tzken a stand always backed by
moral principle and has won with the people behind him."38

As the elections of 1902 approached,White assumed a

posltion he had never taken before: he pleaded with peovle of

all parties to forsake party considerations so that they

Emporia Cazette, October 9, 1902.
28 .
Ibid., October 1o, 1902.
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would not send to Washington men who would fight Roosevelt,
He begzed the voters to use common sense and not to upset
the "happy situation" which existed politically because
Rcosevelt had "risen above varty considerations and has con-
ducted hls office as the average, sensible businessman would
do it . . . « It is a comnon sense preopositicn with every
voter, not a political one."39

During the Roosevelt administratlon there was another
incident which won widespread public epproval for the Presi-
dent's stand, In the summer of 1903 it came to the Presldent's
attention that a man had been dismissed from the Government
Printing Office because he did not belong to a union. Roosevelt
reinstated the man and declared that the printing office was
an "open shop." Samuel Gompers, the president of the American
Federation of Labor, and several other prominent labor lezders
came to Washington to call on the President to vrotest his
action. The President received them kindly, but firmly re-
fused to revoke his act since he had "followed the law of the
land." He stated further, "I czn no more recognize the fact
that a man does or does not belong to a union as being for
or against him than I can recognize the fact that he is a
Protestant or a Catholic, a Jew or a Gentile, as being for or

W40

against him, White approved and lauded this stsnd as

"another blow struck in the cause of righteousness."ul

39Ibid., October 30, 19502.

Roosevelt, Autobiosraphy, pp. 431-4&2,
L1

Emporia Zazette, July 23, 1903,
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The Roosevelt opilnions on the trusts in the United

States were echoed by the editor of the Gizette, The con-

cervative stand which he took on the matter orior to his
friendly relations with Koosevelt was completely cltered
and he repeatedly »raised the President's policies. He con-
gldered Roosevelt'!s demandés for reguletion and his actions
toward the trusts as the wisest, most sane course possible.

The Renublican state conventions of 1902 had indicated
a favorzble attitude toward Roosevelt's candidacy in 1904
and by the time the National Convention convened, his nomina-
tion was a forezone conclusion. Althoush there had been
indications that the Wall Street faction would favor the
nomination of Mark Hanna, he did not declare hiuself a candi-
date, but did cause Roosevelt some prave concern by refusing
to endorse his nomination until the last minute.)ﬂL2

The Democrats nom: nzted Altcn B. P=rker, a2 New York
Juége, to oppoce Roosevelt. Parker ignored the currency and
tariff and made Roosevelt the 1ssue cf the campaiizn., There
had been a brief movement afoot to make Grover Cleveland the
Presidential nominee, Roosevelt accepted the rumors as sound
for he wrote to Senator Lodge in 1903, "It is evident that he
((Cleveland)) has the Presicdential bee in his bonnet and it

is equally evident thzt & large number of people are deegirous

b2
CI'Oly, _Q_Po g_j_-_t_o, pp. LLLI"}"'M'%.
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of running him again." Roosevelt declired later that Pier-
pont Morgan and cther Wall Street men were definlitely eup-
L
porting Cleveland, 5 The editor of the Gozette was awure of
the situation and wrote,
There seems to be no doubt that Grever Cleveland
1s a receptive cendidate for the oresldency. There
1s zood reason to belleve that he has J. Plervont
Morgan and the Morgan railroads behind him., The
raillroads hate Roosevelt for the fizht on the North-
ern Securities merger. They hsve aqult trying to
beat him for the rnomination but they think they can
sclidify the East snd South acainst him in the elec-
tion, and by tukirng Indiena which is, they think,
subject to money influences often, elect Grover
Cleveland, Cleveland 1s a brave man and in the time
the country needed him did great service, but from
his election next ye Iry)or the mere dangzer of 1it,
good Lord, deliver us!
The movement to nominate Cleveland, 1f 1t ever existed in any
strength, was unsuccessful and Parker offered HRoosevelt no
sericus opuvosition.

White frequently warned 2¢ainst epathy amons the Repub-—-
licans reg~rding Roosevelt, an unlikely situation. He reveat-
edly cautlioned his readers not to let up in the fishting and
take Roosevelt'g victory for granted, as he was danzerously
onposed by "Wall Street, the East, a cnbal 1in the Senate of
the United States whose venal schemes Roosevelt has stopped,

and the lil.ke."h'5 He cauticned his readers azainst a crash

43Bishop, on. cit., Vol, I, o. 241,
Ll
Emporla Gaze*te, July 2, 1903.

i
5I*«id., December 17, 1903.
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which was comning "slowly but sure~ly." He warned them to pay
thelr debts and get tneir credits in because "Wall Street
will make a vanic at any time to defeat Rocsevelt whom it
hates because it c:nnot use."LL6

The Roosevelt camoai:n was in an unusual position as
regards camnalign contributions. It was fezared that large
corporztions mizht interorct contributions to the Republican
campaizn as a guarantee of immunity for the next four years.
When Roosevelt was informed, falsely, that the Standard 01l
Company had contributed one hundred thousand dollers to the
Revubllican campalsn funéd, he 1nstructed the national committee-
man to return the contribution which micht be "improperly
construed as vutting us uncder improper oblization, and in
view of my past relaticns with the Standard 01l Comvany I
fear that such a constructlon will be »put uron receiving any
aid frem them.“u7 Indeed, in the campalign Judge Parker did
imply that Roosevelt had used his official position to induce
ccrvorations to contribute funds.ug

Wnite reg:rded this eiltuation unhepoily. While he
loyally maintzined that Roosevelt would be elected unhamnrered
by any "pledye, vromise, or uncerstanding," he deplored a cem-—

ralgn syestem which would cast such unkind reflecticns on the

46;9;9., Januery 7, 1904,
47

Bishop, op. cit., Vol. I, pp. 320-330,
Lg

Rhodes, ovn. cit., »n. 233,
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character of such an uncompromisingly upright man., He felt
that the lexzislator's risht to act in certain matters had
teen "so0ld from him like a chattel . . . o When laws Lave
been passed the corporations through their attorneys have
contributed to the campalzn funds cf nen elected to enforce
the laws and have trereby bought immunity froao legislation."u9
Wrhite prorcsed as a remedy for this situation that the people
themselves should donate money to the central committees sc
that there wculd be no need to seex the aid of the cor:iora-
tione. He lauded Rooseveltl!s dignified reply to Parkerl's
charge and stated that the rssults of the election shovied the
neoplel's falth in Rcosevelt'!g honesty and 1nnocence.5o

The strong influence which Roosevelt had on White 1is
demonstrated in the followingz incident, White had always been
a strong psrty man who favored and urged that Republicanes
should vote a strsi:sht ticket to enable candidates who were
elected to work unhincdered Ly the oppositicn. He quoted an
interesting Rcosevelt aneccote in the G;7ette whereln Roosevelt
supposedly rebuked a man who boasted of rever having "scratched"
nis ticket, stating that he had svlit his own "a dozen times."
White wrote:

Party loyalty 1is not what 1t used@ to be and ri-htly

cc., The old idea that one should vote a straicht ticket,
even 1f 1t incluces dishoneet men, hsas gcne,

N
9Emporia Gazette, Aucust 13, 1904,

=G
-“Ibid., November 10, 19Ck,
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Althouih Theocdore Roosevelt, the leader of the Ke-
publican party tcday, is a varty machine man--in the
sense that he 1s a believer in the clcse organization
ané entire recosnition of the varty machine--yet no
one 1s more liberal than he with the man who belleves
it 1s his duty to refuse to vote for a dishonest or
incapatle men because that man 1s nominated by the
party.bl
Exactly two weeks later the edlitor wrote nis "first
reform editorizl" and strongly endorged Joserh W, Fclz, a
Democrat, for the gcvernorshln of Missouri.52
The friendshlp of Whnite znd Theodore Roosevelt, the
editor's ceep and undyinz admiration for the politlclan, was
perheos the sin:;le most important influence 1in 'Wite's change
from a conservative to a Roosevelt prozressive. He acknow-
led;;ed Roosevelt as "the man who more than any other in my
twentleg, thirties, and forties, domlnated my life."?5 Hig
admiration was so deep-seated that he never ontosed Roosevelt
on any lesues whztgoever, and time and time asain revised his
cwn oplinions in accordance with Rcosevelt's, He explains the

ettachment which he formed for Roosevelt, en attichment which

never wavered, in his Aubtoblozranhy.

It was not the ten years between us, It was more
than the beck;round of his achievements in pollitics.
It was something besides his sociel status wnich 1t-
self misht have influenced me in those days, sometning
greater even than hie erudition znd hls culitural equip-
ment, that overcame me. It was out of the spirit of
the man, the undeflinatle equation of his icentity, body,
mind, emotion, the soul cf him th=t grappled with me,

Sllbii., July 7, 19Ck,

Serid., July 21, 13044,
53

Thite, Autoblio.rarhy, ». 297.
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end quite azvart from reascrn, broucht me into his train.
It was youth and the new crder calling youth away from
the ©ld orcder, It was the inexorable coming of change
into 1ife, the paselng of the old into the new . . .

As a defender of the falth, I had met my first heretic.oM

Ibid., pp. 2258-299,



ChAFTER IV
WJHEN THE NATION JENT 2IADY

The Cuban insurrecticn sgainst Svain troke out in
February, 1895,after months of threatening unrest. The de=-
pression of 1493 seriocusly harmed the already depressed
Cuban sugar industry on which the whole economic structure
of that island depended. In 1894 the Wilson tariff bill be-
came law restoring a duty on Cuban suzar and completing the
wreck of that 1lsland's ecconomic life. This revolt which was
to be characterized by "a larger amount of lyins than any
before or since,"1 introduced the American jpublic to a host
of new problems and preoccupations.

William Allen White'!s literary and political vrominence
was ravidly incregsing through his writinzs. He was comvlete-
ly preoccupled with domestic affalrs cduring the first years
of the revolt and his editorials in thst period reflect a
thorough-goin:s nationalism. The difficulties of the Cubans
seemed to provoxe the beginning of the editor's interest in
foreign affairs,

At the beginning of the insurrection the editor opposed

any suzgestion of American intervention in the Cubtan situation,

1W8lter i{i1l1s, The Martiel Spirit (Cambrid. e: The
Fiverside Press, 1331), p. 31l.
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He considered the Cubonsg an inferior lot with no capacity
for self gcvernment, If the American vpeople were to help
the Cubtans throw off the tyranny of Spaln, they woulé soon
have a tyrant of their own.2 His characteristlc disapproval
and distrust of a disorderly and rervellious minority was
chbvious in the view he took ¢f the actions of the insurrec-
tionists.

Tre Cuban insurrection besan to cccupy more and more
space in the nation's newspepers and Wnite tegan to realize
that the sltuztion was more closely related to the nation's
business, politics, and healtnh than he had realized, ".. .
for yellcw fever was one of the Cuban exports that affected
American 1ife."? He alco became aware that interest in the
plight of the oppressed Cubans hed svread widely eacross the
United States. He was hostile to sny 1deas of ald for the
Cubens, however, snd throughout 1837 was too busy opvosing
the Popullsts in a county election to be much concerned about
foreign affzirs,

During the early months of 1892 the relations between
the United States and Spain were avproaching a climax, In

the troubled months cf February and March when the battleship

Malne exploded and the DeLome letter was publiched, national

gEmporia Cacette, December 2%, 1296,

3White, Autobiography, p. 305.
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feeling was at fever pitch. The editor's opinlon of Presi-
dent McKinley reached its hishest point then, too. Althouzh
an ardent Revublican he had always been lukewarm to licKinley,
until the President's actions 1in the l=st weeks before the
outbreak of the war imopressed hlm deeply. He felt that lMc-
Kinley had conducted himself like a statesman end had led the
nztion ably and well throu::h troubled times. "The President
hasg furnished the most consnicuous instance of sanity and
wisdom. Hls verfect calmness has not been for a moment dis-
turbed., His Judgment has been faultless. He has made no
mistake . . . he inspires the country with a feelinz of con-
fidence. "™

White was skevtical as to the responsibillity for the
destruction of the battleship Maine. It seemed to him that
the only persons who could hove to benefit from such a catas-
trophe were the Cuban insurgents, "a band which all hends
egree 1s a mongy, measly lot."5 He believed that the insur-
gents had plotted the explosion with the intention cf laying
the blame on Spain, thus galnins the United States ae a
vowerful ally in their rebelllon. He reasoned further that

Spain had every cause to avoid such a plot. She could gain

nothing by such an action but a war which would end in disgrace,

Emporia Zazette, March 10, 1%9%8.

!
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and thou:h he held the Spanizrcés in equal contempt with
the Cubans he felt that they did have encu.h sense to realize
the outcome of such folly. "There isn't one iota of evidence
that Spain had anything to do with the explosion, and there
is considerable r~ason why the insurgents could have done it
and with sense in their doing 1t., Why should America play
into the hands of a lot of adventurers who are using the name
of Cuba tc Juggle with."6 His implication that the GSpanlards
were innocent dupes in the affalir 1s an unusuel piece of
writing in the light of his lsater declarations thst the
Amerlcane were led into the war by Just =2nd holy provncations.7

The Eurovean powers wWith the excertion o¢f Great Britain
were oppoced t0 Aamerlican intervention, White disliked the
runor of an Anslo-American slliance. He was nct an expan-
elonist and did not belleve we had the rizht to expand at the
exnense of Spain. He cautioned aAmerice to stzy out of any
elliance, keep out of foreign quarrels, and to keep her hLands
off the prorerty of others.8

white reacted differently to the rumor that Germany
might ally herself with Spaln in the event of a war with the
United States. FHe seemed hopeful that svch an alllance micht

occur. One of his reascns for opposin. a war with Spzain had

Irid., March 10, 1292,

7};;;_1_@.“ April 27, 1893,

bid., Jurne 12, 1398,
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been that a declaration of war by the United Etates would
dignify thre Svaniards whom he considered despicable and be-
nezth our contempt. Since war seemed to be the nztionsl
sentiment snd wzs becomin.; increasinsly inevitable it would
be made more palatable to the edlitor if there was an opronent
worth fighting. "It would be beneath American disnity to
fizht with a besz:ar like Spein; but 1t would afford the aver-
are liberty-loving American great comfort to swat the face
off the arrogant bourbon Dutchman."?

When the war finally did bresk out in April, . 1838, White
adjusted himself to the sltuation guickly. Althou;h he had
opnoced American entry into the war he felt it was hls patri-
otic duty to surcvort his country's action vhen the war becane
an accomplished fact, The tone of his editorials in the
early days of the war seems to indicate that his change of
attitude was more stronygly influenced by political princigple
and alleglance to the Republican party then to any real change
in hie convictlons.

The country wazs excited about the war., Sympathy fer
the Cubane, the growing mood of imverialiem, and American in-
vestments 1n Cuba made i1t a popular war., Poopulists, Rerub-
licans, and Democrats forgot their differences temporarily,.

The newspavers were filled with the exploits of ocur boys in

9

Irid., karch 10, 1293,
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The tmovorlia Ggzette was Just as crazy as any of
the newsvarers, no better, I hope nct much worse.
For I, in my hecrt's heart, h:d my doubts that some-
times squezked thrcu:h in a cuestioning editorial,
But Kirlin:: szn;; of the white man's burden in those
davs and the Zn.:lish-spezXing peovle were keen to
hear Juct that sootnhiny messafe to justify thelir
conquests. At least this is the way 1t st=nds in_ny
memory and in the editorisl files of the Gazette,lY
Puring the war the Gazette recorded the activities of
the troops, particularly thoce of such men as Fred Funeton,
a boyhood friend of Wnite, snd Treodore Roosevelt, \nite
himeelf did not participate in the fighting, 2lthoush he was
very ective on the home frount throu.h nis newsperer. He
wrote Theodore Roosevelt that he wanted to po to Cuba very
much, but he felt that hie firet cuty was to his wife, who
was 111, He formed a desire to help Roosevelt politically
all that he could, and thus hoved to comzensate for his
lack of direct varticivnation. "I would perform aos great a
service fcr my country as I could perform upon the hattle-
field," wrote White, "and 1f thie service is effective, I
will feel that I have made up for whut I lost in '9g&, il
The Svanish-American War ended on Auvcust 12, 139,
with the sivnins of a protocol providin;; for the disposition
of Cuba, Puerto Fico, and one of the Ladrcnes Islands, The

protocol also provided for a commission comprised of both

Sranlsh and american representatives to negjotiate the peace,

10White, Avtoblos:raphy, p. 3520,

11Wh1te to Roosevelt, Ausust 29, 19501, 1in Jchnson,
Selected Letters, vp. 41-Lk,
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The end of the war ushered in a host of new problers, and
Democrats end Revubllicans began to ready themselves for the
getruggle which was coming over such issues 2s the disposi-
tion of the Pniligoines. To William Allen Wnite, the one
constructive result of the Svanish-Amerlican Ver was that it
elevated Rcocu-h Rider Theocdore Roosevelt to national fame and
the governorship of New York., '"He should be made iovernor
of New York and President cf the United States."l2

For many months after the war in a pape one, boxed-in
editorizl entitled in bold-faced tyve, "Are You a Spaniazrdth
White advanced a populsar Kepublican thesis of that period.
He wrote thet to vote other than Republican 1in local, state,
or national elections would give Spain the 1dea that Americans
were rebuling; McKinley for the v:ar.l3 Furthermore, he was
worried thet éoain mi;ht be stalling off negotiations until
after the November elections in the hope that a Democratic
victery would mezn better terms for her at the pezce table
in regard to the Cuban ¢éebt question.lur White continued to
uce the term Spaniard as one of disapprobation for Democrats

an¢ Povullists alike for many monthe after hostilities had

ceased,

12
Johnson, White's America, p. 112,

13 '

Emporia Gazette, September 24, 1233,
14
Pid., November 32
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In the post-war monthe he maintained his prositicn
that the Svaniards were innocent of implication in the Maine
disaster. Using almost identlicelly the same phrases which
he had vced two years before, he restated his belief that
the deed had been in all probability perpetrsted by Cuban
insurgents, At the end of the war he also resumed, althou:h
to a lesser extent, his opposition to American participetion
in a controversy which involved two forei;n countries., He
abandoned nis patriotic wartime sunport of the American cause
eand deplored the frenzy of emotion which plun:ied our nation

into conflict as a tragic part of our national makeup. He

blamed our involvement on the "hvsterlically clamorinz masses."b

From the vantage point of 1902 the editor felt even
more certain that from an intellectugl point of view our war
with Spain was unjust. However, althoush the conflict was
distasteful, he was beginnin. to be attracted to the doctrine
of manifest destiny. he wrote that while our war with Spain
was wrong, "There is a force in this world stronger thnan
brains; there 1s a destiny of nations as well as of men and
when we put our own little wills in its way---call it destiny
or race tendency or God---it intervenes and plays its own

game."l6

l’-
DIbid., Febrvary 22, 1900.

16Ib1d., December 11, 130C2.
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Inperisalism was in the air and on this 1lssue Whrlte
ran the full gamut of emotlons, from a violent opposition
to the course the natlon was taking, to a reluctant accert-
ence of our stznd, end finally a full-fledied supioort of our
rizht and duty to ecquire and govern any new pcCssessions
vrhilch we misht acquire., He wrote ably and prolifically on
both sides of the imperialiet fernce, but two score years
later he confessed th=t on at least one lssue he did not re-
member which side he took and inferred thst he 'took a side!
because 1t wasg nolitlcally expedient to do so.

'Free Cubal! wes a vote getter, I wrote editcrlals
about 'free Cuba!' Just as casually as Charley Curtis
((for whom White had great ccntempt as i:norant and
uninformed)) wrote speeches, I 6o not remenber which
side I took, but whilch ever esicde I took was taken in
great linorance of the deep movements of the heart of
men 211 cver this planet that were moving toward free-
dom gnd the vrotectlion of the invested dollar of free
men, the thinz called imperialism . . . mortsgaging the
gouls =2nd bodies of millions upcn millions of men,

Althou-th he hzas been termed as "at best . . . a reluctant ex-
13

pansionist," reluctance was only one of the phases through

which Write was to paes on the iscsue of imperialisnm,

We emerged from the war to free Cuba with an overseas

empire of our own., ¥nen the issue of the escquisition of the

Phllippines arccse White strongly oprosed Amerilcal's acquiring

17White, Autoblozrephy, p. 305.

&
1vJohnson, Whitel's America, pp. 111-112.
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these or any other possessions. He felt that most of the
rhetoric vhich had been loosed on the issue was "rot", He
wrote that when the "duty" of znnexing these 1slands hed
teen accomplished, the "resronsibility" which we would have
assumed would 0 to sleep in the hsnds of carpet-bazzing
politicians.l9
Not only dicd ¥Wnite diestruet the motives of the expan-
slcnists, but he suspected their sbility as well, Nor could
he understand what risht we would have to confer liberties
on the inhablitants of our new possessions. In an eloquent
burst of prose which equals his famous editoriel, dWhat's
the Mztter With Kansas?" Wnite sums up hls early views on
imperialism, |
The rhetoricians t:lk ebout giving these peorle cer-
taln liberties . . . . The literties we Anslo-Saxons
enjoy cannot be bestowed by lerral enactment eny more

than our pale skins can be decreed to the brown man by
an American conzress. The black man, the brovn men and
the yellow man should lezrn frcm the horrible fate of
the red man vhat the white man does to him on whom the
An:lo-Saxon would bestow those fine literties. There
shculd be no dis;zulsing the plzin, hzrsh fact, If
Anerica takes these colonies she will hold these reople
virtually as slaves or she will murder them cutriiht,
That 1s the brutal fact about America's'dutiec! and 're-
soonsibilities.! The white man has rever given hisg
liberty away because it ig 'non-transferable!.<0

White opposed imperialism in 1858 and 1839 on still en-

cther g¢round, After the wer with Spain had ended he lapsed

9Emporia Cazette, Tecember 1, 1338,

2OIbid., December 1, 1333,



39
once more into his exclusive preoccup:stion with éomeetic
offairs and assumed ocnce more hie cheracterlstic isclstlon-
iet viewpoint. As an arcent naticnallst he looked about
him and saw much need =and ovrortunity. Ve were a youngz,
vital, ¢rcowing country. Cur rescurces ané possibilities
for internal growth were virtually unt:zpped. Additicnally,
the ccuntry still had many unsettled domestic problems which
we had drovped when we entered the war with Spain. All cf
the energy whilch was belng directed toward expansicn shculd
e put to btetter use within our own btoundaries. We had
greater opportunities to mexe a contrlibution to humsnity with-
in our country thrhan we would be &tle to fulfill if we extend-
ed the national emtrace to include an overseas empire. He
was particulsrly concerned wiith the pli;nt of southern Ne:zroes
who were still struzziln: for the liberties which did not
come to them with the Emancipatlion Proclamation,

Is it not enou-:h for cuty and resvonceitvility te do
to tezke care of trese ineviteble troubles at home? VWny
should duty and responsibility ruvsh off across the world
after savages when there are %,000,000 pecple scuth of
the Ohio River who ere further slong than the Fllipincs
who need ‘American help in thelir strurgle for ilberty?

e o o o If this ;overnment is to be successful 1t must
deal with this business and tezin now,

And cn the other hsnd, vernaps in cezlin:; with this
matter may come & greater gain to humanity and to Amn-
erica than i1s found in chasing over the sea, pot-hunting
Juni:lemen in the name of duty and resvonsitility . . . .
Perhavs he may do more for humanity than he can do by
stamping his feet when the orator talks about planting
th.e American flag forever where 1t has waved in any
battle, There ere two sides to trhls duty znd responsi-
billity business., It 1is possible that by m2xing exemplary
American citizens, by perfecting a hi.h state of American
civilization, by procducing a state wherein something like
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arproxlnete Justice 1s done between man and man in
the industrial snd social world, this nzation may help
duty 2nd responsivllity ebout as much as it can help
them by annexingz trooical islande. And perhaps more
good may be accorplished by railsinz America as a shin-
ing 1li-ht emong the nations of the earth than will be
accomplished by battleships 2nd the carpetbasger.
Perhans this theory 1e wrongz. Perhaps the time has
come to follow Greece and Rome. Perhavs tnie Lord of
Hcsts may be deceilved by this fine tzlk of taking our
liberties in gattlins guns to the Jjunglemen., Perhaps
Fod will nct smite us fecr our hypocrisy. FPerhaps
dutlies 2nd resvonsitilities are callins us to the
slaughiter of our weaker brothers and the practical en-
slavement of those who live. But on the other hang,
ien't 1t likely that the call to thie deed 1ics not
throuzh the ansel'g trumpet, but rather thrcush the
somewhat unrellable instrumentallty of a pis's
whistle?<l

The srokesman of grass roots America and the great micédle-
class 1n titils instance and for several months thereafter
deviated from the trend of popular opinion by opnosing all of
the grandiose schemes for expansion which were proving so
popular with the people. Throusrhout 1298 2nd for the first
few months of 1293 ‘hite continued to denounce imperialism
and the American sbility to govern! savage sublects!, The
gtory 1n every case was, according to him, "one long record
of cruelty, rapine lust end outra;;e."2

The editor particulerly objected to the seeming neglect
of domestic matters by lavmakers who were occupylng themselves

with expanslonist schemes. To Whlte the press of domeestic

2lIbi_:'_i_., Decerber 1, 1538,

22_. . .
Ibid., November 24, 1792,
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needs was the primary conslderation and at the close c¢f the
Spanish-American War he once again began admonishing the
country to care for America first before assuming foreizn
problems. He wrote, "There 1s no doubt that the banking
laws need fixing. There 1s Just now a need cf a statesman
who can put a few of the inetitutions now operating on their
fcet « » « « The need of a new banking law 1s more urgent
than the need of a new set of iglands,"")

Another asvwect of 1mperialism was distressing to him.
In addition to the neglect of domestic problems, he felt that
imperialism and the acqulsition of an overseas enmpire would
engender a raft cf new domestic protlems, more pressing than
those wrich already beset us, The new droblems which would
result from a continued pursult of an imperielistic policy
mizht even nececssitate ccnstitutional revisions, a considera-
tion which was most distasteful to him, White held the con-
stltution sacred and with hls characteristic affection for
the status quo strongly objected to any "tamvering" with the
document which had served us well since its incepticn.

Wnite felt that in sranting the Filipinos full equality,
the Negroes 1n that area too would verhaps receive the right
to vote, & right which was denieé to many Nezroes in the

Urited States. Such a situstion would be embarrassinz to a

2
3Ibid., December 2, 189%,
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sovereilsn naticn and unfalr to both American and Pnilipnine
Negroes. "Will trhe word black creeo into the constituticn
of the United States? If the white man votes 1in llanila and
the black man does not, there will be a voting class and a
slave class vwith no political rights., Tnis 1island business

is no easy Job to ‘cackle.”21+

In the issue of imperialism
White beran to manifest clearlyv the long range vision and
sagacity which characterized his later yesrs, btut which were
usually obscured by perscnal and party conslderations in
these, the early days of his edltorisl career,

In March, 1229, Write entered his second vhase of think-
ing on imverialism 2nd reluctzntly powed to the inevitable
tide of expansion. He demonstrated his deep—-rooted convic-
tlon of Ay;lo-Saxon superiority and editorialized in a phill-
osophlc veln, "It i1s the Anglo—-Saxon's manifest destiny to ¢o
forth as a world conqueror, He will tske possession of all
the 1slands of the sea. He will exterm.nate the peorles he
cannot subjuzate. This 1s what fate holds fcr the chosen
peonle. It 1s so written. Thosce wno would protest will find
thelr ot jecticns overruled."?? He was compelled to yield to

destiny but felt rezret that the old order had changzed,

"
2 Irid., December 1, 1398,

25
Iriz,, March 20, 1899,
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The editor feared that cur ceepening resnonsibilities
would brings us harédship 2nd a loss of our old-time indivic-
ual freedom. He gauged the naticnal feelinyg for imprerialism
correctly and feared the enthuslasm that he felt everywherec
for expansion., Tc White, bred in e tradition of inrdividuel-
ism, the imperialist sentiment wnich swept the country was
an unhealthy symptom of departure from time hcaored traditions
which had served us well. "Thais promiscucus throwing atout

of the boundaries of the world, this wideningz of duties,"

was an i1l W;i.nc‘i.gC

Wnite'!s surrender to the imperialist sentiment was com-
plete when the Republlicans of his hcme county, Lyons, in whcse
organization he was a powerful and ective member, fremed their
platform with an exvansionist clause included. On the front
page of the Gazette he featured the platform which he had
helped to draft and vhich endorsed the retention of Hawaili,
Puerto Rico, and the Philippines as necessary to the rnational
welfare.27

In the closin; days of the last yecr of the nineteenth
century Wnite clarified nhis current position on imperiaslism

in an editorizl entitled, "Americanism is not Imperialism.,"

P
2°Fit2gibbon, Russell H., (Zd.) Forty Years cn liain
Street (New York: Farrar and Rinehart, 1037), p. 25&&,

27

Empcria Cozetie, September 23, 1293.
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The edltcrial attempted to whitewash McKinley and the Re-

publican party of the charge of expzsnsion, VWhite defined

imperialism as "kingly sovernment , . . 1n the interest of
the crown 2t the expense cf the people., No act or work of

Presicdent XcKinley lias hinted toword a doctrine of that

kind. On the contrary, every work and act of the President

has teen the 1dea cf Americanism.”25 He referred politely
to cur territorial gains as our "newly purchased possessions
in the Philipprines," and he compared them with the ori:sinal
thirteen colonies, the Loulsizna purchase, the Gadsden pur-
chase, and the territory acquired from NMexico. Ee no longer
referred to our dealings with sﬁbject people as cruel, but

"simply the tine-hcncred iAmerican doctrine of ‘!enemies in

war, friends in peace'."e9

Tr.e pe..ce treaty with Spain which was sizned on Dec-

- ember 10, 1898, followed the protocol in regard to Cube,
Puerto Rico, and the Ladrones Isiand and& in cddition it pro-
vided for the cessinn of the Philiprine Islsncs to the United
Stotes. The President hz2d instruvcted that the treaty should
provide for the extension of the military government then at

Manila to all of the ceded territory to "give to thre people

Irid., December 14, 1299,

2
91b1d.
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security in 1life and property and encour:gement under a
Zr
Just &nd beneficent rule."’J ¥hite hailed these words as

proof of zood intent and purrose, cnd asked wh:t more could

one want. He be-an referrin:; to expansion in the past tense

31
and spcke occaslonzlly of "the ghost of imperialism."

[

The editor was satisfied thiat we had entered the
Philippines not as conquerors, but as friends, and he began
to sveak of our little btrown brothers in the same manner
which had roused his wrath sgainst rhetericians in the past
yeer., White enjJoyed firding historical precedents to bolster
acticns which he sunported and on the issue of cur expansion
into the Pnhilivpines he was happy to report that there were
Just such precedents,

Those farillzr with Americaen history need not be
rem.rded th:t within cur own borders we hive more than
once been ccorfronted witn tne monsters of treason, se-
cegsion and rebellion and nc tnou:htful American will
deny the correctness of the doctrine that this is a
government of law acdministered by the peorle and for
the peovle . . . . The same rule that arplies in thne
United St:tes will be applied to the veople of the
Prnilivvires.

The nosition of President McKirley is . . o 'If s
man attempt to bhaul down the American flas, shoot him
on the spot.! Th:t doctrine has been maintained in
the Unlited States over every inch of Amerlcan soil and
it will be maintained in all of the territory recently
acquired., . . . Waen the queqtlon ig, shall the fleg
remain unsullied and its zlory maintained, it is btest
to st2nd in line W*th the Presldent who ctwr\cs in line
with all cf ris predecessors in upholdin: thet symbg
of unity, the honor and glory of tne Unifted States, 2

3OJamec D. Richardson, A Ccmpllation of the lMegeg -eg
and Fanere of the Prfsgfgnts (Washin-ton D,C.: Bureau of
Netional Literature and Art, 191C) Vol. IX, p. €322, Hereafter

cited es Richurdscn, “essgfgg.

31Em90”1% cazette, December 1%, 1299,

321r14., December 14, 1893,
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William Allen VWnite seemed no lon;er concerned with
the problems of constitutlonal amendment, inhumanity, lack
of abllity to govern, or neglect of domestic matters, He
was now satisfied that our expansion policy was Americaniem,
not 1mperiallism,

"hite's last staze of thinkine in rezard to imperialicsm
was & wholehearted support of American action in the Philigp-
plnes, action which he hed first op»wosed and then reluctantly
accented with certaln provisicns. It seems siczniflcant thst
in trhis ph-2se cof nhis philosophy he seemed %92 grow proiress—
ively more conservatlive wnile 1in 211 other matters he was
tendling towzrd more liberal and democr.:tic thinking in the
latter years of his first dec:de as the editor of the Emporia

After carefully distinguishing between Americanism and
impverialism the editor drew an even finer dlstlincticn, seva-
reting Democratic imperialism from the Revubllican variety.

As was characteristic of him he felt that imperialism would
be all right in tre capstle and efficient hande of o Repub-
lican adminlstratlon, but feared what might happen if less

gtable versons such as Democrats or reformers were to hold

the nz2tion=zl reins.

According to White, the Renublicans would estzblish a
good, stable government 1in our new possessicns and then for

the good of the natives and the "twenty million .;o0od American
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dollars which they cost," the Americans wculd stzy in the
islands to "boss the job.," Trls would be cheaver in terms
of dollars and lives in the lon: run. Nor would America
have to tolerate a lot of "roreign complicuations thet a lot
of treacherous savages get into when they try to run a re-
public."33

The Democrats on the other hand, would "estzblish a
stable government--~-just as lcKinley is tryinz to do now=—-
and then turn the 1lsland over to the savases. He ((Bryan))
does say thzt he would estsblish a zood government and thot
could only be done by force of arms. He does not say he
would make the Fillivlinos pay the twenty million that America
vaid Spain for the ielands. . . (but would ))then cut loose
and still protect the 1islands froa forelzn interference."3u
Such a provosition jJust didn't make sense to the vpractical
edltor who was an ardent admirer of business metnhods. This
tvpe of trinking wzs to White typical of William Jennings
Bryan's slip-shod lozic cnd lack of comnon sense in practical
affairs,

White took advantage of many opportunities to slap
slyly at his enemy, Bryan, while the national sentiment favored

exnpansion, Althou-h Bryzn ophoced our expansionist policy

33Ibid., August 16, 1900, Ausust 23, 19090,

3L
Ibid., Auvzust 16, 1200.
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2nd weg the spokesman for the Demccrats, he had come to
Washington in 1298 &nd urged enough Democrats to guprort the
peace treaty to secure ratification of that document., Despite
thisg, ¥hite could not overlook the fact that Bryan had onvosed
the policles of the nation on expansion under a Rkeuvublican
lezdersnip. He said of Bryzn's views cn American policy in
the Philiovopines, "Whlte man's might has made right for three
trousand yezrs., It 1s 1n every deed or conveyance or le.;al
instrument in the civilized world and it'!s not going to change
for Mr. Bryan."3

The editcr became more deenly convinced than ever that
& gtrong hand and aggressive pollicy was not only expedient
but wise and morslly Justified., He declared that the Philip-
rines would have to be held by the army for centurlies and that
the army elvays preceded the schoolhouse, a reversal of his
earlier, more vacific view, when he looked to education erd
enlintenment es the creat equalizers,

In hils opposition to Bryan he became an even more ardent
expanslonist. He had previcusly hailed McKinley'!s proclama=-
tion that the Philipnines would be governed so a&s to protect
the rights, welfare, and prozerty of the natives as all that

one could ask for as &an assurance of good intent and good

35_.
1

O

id., August 9, 1900,
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This hsd been a votent factor in reconcil-

36

government,
ing him to our Pacific expransicn. Now he went even further
ard insicted that the steble government which Bryan spoke
of could not be estublished by proclamation. It could only
be established ©y i;uns and soldlers., He no lonzer favored
returning the isl2nds to the Filipinos 2t the exrliest
posslible moment, but srokxe 1instead in terms cf centuries.
"¥e will est . blich a stzble government there if 1t tckes a
hundred yeurs to get it. The cheapest thing the governed
can do 1s to consent ezrly and often.“37If a firal straw was
needed to btreak 2ny hesitency which Wnite might have 2bout
expansion, 1t was svvvlied by Bryven's opposition to imperial-
ism and his criticism of Reonublican metricds in hendling the
whole affair.
Ry the micdle of 19C0 White's views cn imperialism had
solidified. No more dcubting editorials sli»ped throuzh,
He had satisfied himself th=t
Government is force. The consent of the governed

has nothing; to do with it., . . .The Filipino savage

is not the equ-l of *the American whose ancestors for

two thousard years héve been climbin: upward by slow

dergrees in civilizstion, nor 1s Asuinaldo with his

veneer of education. g is 2bsurd to say thit all
men are created ecual,.”"

361p34., December 1%, 1839.
37

33

Ibid., August 16, 1300.

Irid., Ausgust 25, 1900.
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Ls the nstional interest in imoeriazllsm lessened White
once more seemed to abandon the lesue in favor of the more
engrossing torlcs of national, state, and local affairs.
By 19C1 he h:d pénned an editorisl entitled, "#nut Has Be-
come of Imperialism?" which ccnsicered the issue as dead.
Ee questioned whether it mizht not h:ve been buried with
¥cKinley and doubted that Roosevelt and the Rerubllicans would
continue the policies initiated by the dead president. He
ended the editorizl on a »rovocative note which might indic=zte
that he considered the issue a part of the past. "Can 1t
be th:t ivperialism was only a political scarecrow, . . to
be reanim2ted once sgaln with the hot wind of scme cther cam-
palgn 1ssue?"39

white wrcte finis to irverialism as far as the Empcrias

Gazette and 1ts editor were concerned with a two line item
buried in a corner of the ediltorial paze. "ihy buy Greenlsnd?!

I
he esxed. "We have money to burn but have we money to freeze?" 0
. /

39Ibid., Sentember 2¢, 1901.

mn
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4., Mozust 21, 1302,




CHAPTZR V
"TEEZ BEST ADJUSTED TARIFFM

The yenrs from 1€3% to 18397 were ye:rs of depression
in the United States., The Recublicans felt that one of the
reascns for the deopressed econcmy wazs the Wilson-Zormen Act
of 1894, a Demccratic tariff wiich lovered the rutee of duty
which hed been set by the McKinley Act of 12330, Actually,
the bill was a moder:zte one winich made no far reaching chenses
in our tariff le:islation exceot for the removal of the dutles
on wool. The bill, however, hud gone into effect chortly
after a commercial crisls and during e egevere depression, and

1 The Re-

w2s, ther:sfore, unpopul-r with the gzeneral public.
publicans were largely united in thelr belisf that the country
needed a hi-h »rotective me-sure to allay 1its economic 1lls,
Althoush many of William Allen Wnite'!s oplnions were

subjJect to frequent chan.e, he maintalined his original posi-
tion on the tariff with only modevate chenges throuzhout the
years. In 1395 he supvorted the conservative Republican

stand on protection; in 1905 he still bellieved in the theory

of vrotecticn, but he favored lcwered duties and the a2boli-

tion cof futies where they were no lon-er necessary for revenue
pl

lFr‘nL w. Taussi:, The Tariff History o 16
States (New York: G. P, Futnam's Sons, 1923), pv. 517-320.
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or to protect comestic incdustry. As & oracticel "hard-
headed" business man he had no sympathy for the advocates
of free trnfe, 2 scheme which he reioréded susniciously as
somewhat radical znd more than a little impractical,

In hie later years Wmite was to claim th:it he was never
a true suvrporter of tne protective ts;r'iff.2 This statement,
however, does not rins; true in view of his eerliy editorials
on the m.tter, Moreover, protecticn wes a strong Rerubllcan
rolicy in the 1lact holf decace cf tne nineteenth century,
znd the editor rarely wanderced far frcr the fold ¢f Repupli-
can doctrine.

Wnite, who w:s vsually ovposed to any form cf paternal-
ism, susnported the tarilff »rinciple tecaucse he felt that it
would aild rot orly the infvstry of Americe, but also the
laborin,s man, His fallure to include the farmer in his argu-
ment for a hish tariff su;;zests thet at thnis tine his feelinzs
ezainst the Povullst party in :reneral, andé the erbattled
farmers c¢f the middle-west in p.rticulsr were yet too strong
to overcome. He disregzrded the role of labor in the Porullist
drama to the extent, that he was viiling to acvocste the pass-
aze cf a tariff with the epeclial plea trnat the lot of the

laboring man would be improved.3

2 .
“ymite, Autobioc. ravhy, pp. 269-270.

3Emporia Gazette, Aujust 25, 1l#90.
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Tne editor did not recard the Wilecon-Gorman Act of
1824, w»hich had been enucted during the Cleveland acminis-
tration, in a very favoraple 1lisht, He felt, ss did many
others, that "the injury to the business interests of the

)
country cannot te computed.M He cov.plalned that this tar-
iff devised by the Democrats nut American workmen out of
Jobs since they could not compete with the low priced pro-
éucts from Europe.

In the pregidential camvzign of 1336 the Rerublicsn
candldate, William licKinley, and hils friend, Iark Hanrna,
would have lilked to wege the camrnain on the ponular 1issue
of protection. They were disappointed in thie desire end
had to ficht the campali:n with the currency quesetion es the
main 1ssue. McKinley declared, "I am a tariff man standing
on & tariff vlatform," and was disanpointed when this issue
was overshadowed by the free sllver controversy.5

The Democrats nominated Willizm Jennings Bryan as
thelr candidate for the Presidency, a development repu;nant
to White. Bryan enitomized all that he ¢disliksd 1n Populists
and Pemocrats alike, and he feared that Bryan and his fol-
lowers would "tear down the tabernacle of our netional life,"

and destrcy institutlions wrnich huad stood slince our n=tional

beginnings.

uIbid., July 17, 1225,

50lcott, Tre Life of McKirlev, p. 321.

White, Auvtoblicirarhy, oo, 273-279.
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White went into the campairn of 1836 workins vigor-
ously for a Revublican victory. Vhen the McKinley camrvaign
traein stopped in Kansas a month before the election, the
presidentlal aspirant surrounded hirself only with men of
the strictest »i:h tariff views, men such as Cy Leland, the
Republican le=der in Karsas. DBecause of his friendshlp with
Mark Hanna the youn.; editor gained accese to the traln while
such entrzance was dernied to many less fortunate Ksnsas poli-
tilclong and more experlenced newsrapermen. He threw himself
into the campaign even more vigourcusly after this eplsode,
and althcu, h KcKinley won in the nation Wnlte was sorely
disanpointed when hls home county and stote went for Bryan
and the Democrats. His famous editorisl, "What's the Ilatter
With K:onsas?" was written in the heat of this camval.:n.
Two score ve.rs liter the editor was to claim that he
suvported licKinley'!s candlidacy =nd hi:h protection only es
the lesser of two evils zfter he had tecome aware of Bryaen'g
vlans to tampsr with tue 201ld standard policy of the country,
I had no use for the vrotective tariff, but I
tolerated 1t becauce I wished to advocate the gold
gtanéard . . . o It 1s not unlikely that occasionsl
edltorials in the flles cf the Gazette spezking well

of the tnheory of vrotection were my qefenge weooons
gaincet attack on my ¢old stondsrd flank,
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In kie inaugural address in March, 1827, kicKinley set
forth the policies cf the new government. He declared that
our government needed to maintsin its credlt aznd that the re-
venue for that purpose should ccme from 2 gycetem cf tariff
texztion. The controlling principle of the tariff, however,
was to be "zealous cere for American interests end American
labor." He continued, "The people have decl.ored that such
legislatlion should be haé =28 will gzive ample protection and
encourzgement to the incustries =nd the cdevelorment of cur
country." 1licKinley exvressed the hope that Conzress would
enact at the first vcssitle moment revenuve lezlelztion wrich
would be "fair, reascnable, conservztive, and just, and
which, while supplyin:; sufficient revenue for w»ublic purposes,
will still be si:nally beneficlal and helpful tc every sec-
tion and every enterprise of the people."9 He 21lso recommend-
ed that in any revision of the tsriff, the reciprocity prin-
ciple of 1890 should be restored and extended. Such a measure
would extend to products cf other lsnds wrilch we could not
produce ourselves, z2nd would not, therefore, involve any lose
of labor to Americans.lo

McKiniey called for ean extra session of Consress to be

held a week after hig insuguraticn to dezal solely with the

9

Rich:rcson, lLecsesss, p. 6238,

101p14., p. é239.
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guestions of impo:r't duties 2nd revenue, Tne Republican
lessisletors enacted the Dinsley bill to repl ce the %Wilscn-

orman Act of 1334, and the President si-ned it on July 24,

)

1837.

The Dinzley Tariff wae the hi.chest tnzt had yet Tecn
passed 1in American history.ll Tre most controversial item
wes the remov~l of wool from the free list =and the retention
of tariffs on marnufeoctured woclen .;ooés. The woeolen industry
rrospered under this act.12 Duties on hides were restored
and the metal schedules of former t2riifs were largely re-
tained. This act also restcred dutles on works of art which
had been free under the Democrztic tariff of 1834.13 The
Dingley Tariff remained in force for twelve years, longer
thon any previoues teriff., There are severul reasons glven
for the longevity c¢f this act: 1t was followed by a pericd
of prosperity, =2nd the tublic wos content to let well encu:h
alone. Tnen, too, the Republican party which had pasced the

Din<ley Act was in »ower continuously during tiose years.,

11
Eéward St:nwocd Amer;gggﬁggp;fg_g_ntrOVcrs;§§ in
the Nineteenth Century (Bostun: Hou hton, Mifrlin Co., 1:03)

2 vols., II, p. 591.

Frank W, Tausslg, Some Astecte ©

[s ne Tzriff Jueetion
(Cambridge: Horvaird Un1v~L~ity Press, 1,

TD. SH42-357.

Dlsa x. Tarbell 25? Teriff in OQur Times (New Yori:
NacMillan Commany, 1%11), p. ZzZ43.
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More important, however, was the fact thal the more vress-

14

irg 1ssue of the trusts diverted atiention from tne tariff,

There was an increase in foreisn trede in the decace after

1897 which came in srite of, nct because of, this tariff.lj
Wrnite was pleased with the Dinsley Act and he gave ris
full editorial support to the bill. He wrote:

The predicticn that the enactment of a protective

“tariff law woulld reduce tiie forelsn market for our
manufacturers hzs rot teen realized, 7The exportoticon
of manufactured articles since the enactment of the
Din-:ley law 1g ;reater than in the corvesvonding mcnths
c¢f last yesr under the Wilson law and aacunts to 113
million for the fivet five months cf operatiocn of the
Dinsley law . . . . It sn>uld be considered that the
Wilegon leaw durinz its first few months had the adventa:e
of extremely nesvy Ilmvortations wnich hed been held
back to obtain the lower rates it efforded wnile the
exact reverse was trve with reference to the Din:ley
law. It 1is soparent that tne new measure is a vast 6
irvrovement, to say the least, upon its predecessor.1

Later bre wrote another editorizl which was very complit
mentary to the Dinsley bill, wherein le quoted M:rk Hanna,
"who should know," as saying that this bill was the most
scientific and trest zdjusted tariff ever enacted; it viould
remain in force for years and would be chanied ty the Repub-
lican party only when the requirements of this country de-

17

manded that it be chenged.

Teusslz, The Teriff History of the United States,

lr"Har‘olc"i U. Faulkner, The Declines cf Laissez Faire

(vol, VII of Tre Zconomic History of tre United States, New

York: FEinehzrt and Coc., 19-1),p. &1,

1 3 T ~
7Ibict., November Z4, 1828,

e
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The edltor rejected the ergument that pgrotectlion
mizht tend to increase vrices, znd thereby adversely affect
the laborer and the former as congumers. His reply to this
theory was charascteristic of him and displaye his creuvinistic
tendency. Hp felt that protection would not increase the
consumer prices in this country unduly unless the buyers be-
came 'toney' end be:an demsnding British made goods. Nor
could he tclerzte the 1dea of any foreign countries rsising
thelr tariffes. He declared firmly thzt protective tariff
barriers would not work well outeide of this country, &nd was
extremely disvleased at Germany's attenpt to raise scme of
her duties.lS

White continued to support the the Dinzley Act as the
months passed snd b-came more firmly convinced than ever that
t1s was an excellent piece of legislation. He cgeems to have
gone to some unnecesgary lengths to praise this billl =2nd to
urse the people to support it when there was no real need to
do g0 and no vopular or widesprexzd sentiment asgainst 1t, In
1399 he wrote an editori2l ridiculing those vpeovle who had
opposed znd criticlzed the tariff when it was first crovosed.

He claimed that in the three yezrs wnich had el=spsed since

18
Irid., October 1, 1237. 1In this lnstance Wnlte quoted

an editori21 in the Lawrence, Kianszs Journ-l to express his
views, It was d frequent practice of nis to express opinion
by quoting the works of other editcrs and then encdorsin: them
in full with a sentence or two of his own,
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the blll was passed 1t had proven successful, accomvlish-
ing all thot h:d been predicted for it by its friends.19

In 1293 McKinley declared that all cust~ms between the
United States and Puerto Rico should be aboliched., Thisg is-
land had become a possession of the United States as a result
of the Spanish-American War, and 1t was now 1n serious eco-
nomlic distress. Thils condition was caused partly by her loss
of free trade with S»ain and Cuba, and partly by a hurricane
which had swent the 1sland end destroyed most of her coffee
cron. Despite McKinley's request for the abolition of the
custcms, Congress would crant only an &5 per cent reductlicn
of the high cduties levied under the Dinuley Act. Tiis was
the beglinning of a controvercy in the Hepubllcan ranks over
reciprocity.

The Demccratic tariff sact of 1394 had repealed the re-
clprocity orovisions of the McKinley Act of 1890. The Dingley
Act revived the policy of reciprocity and somewhat enlarged
1ts scope. It provided thet the President might sucpend the
free admiselion of certain specified imvorts if he were sat-
1sfied that other countries had imposed dutlies that were un-
Just anéd unreasonebtle. There wes also provision for lowering
dutles imposed bty thie act 1f reciprocal concessions were
obtained, and rropcsed commerclal treatles for the genergl
reduction of duties by 20 per cent. No reductions of the

al
latter tyre were ever made, however.“o

19Ibid., October 19, 1233,

QOTaussig, The Teriff History of the United St:-teg, »n.3
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In McKinley's last nubilic soeech at Buffalo, New York,
on Sevotember 5, 1901, he asked that we make sencible trade
arranzements to extend the outlets for our increasing surplus,
a system whilch would provide for a mutual exchangse of com-
modities. He felt that reciprocity was a natural outgrowth
cf our industricl develcpment. Ee sald further:

The period of excluslveness 1s past. The expan-
sion of our trade and comnerce is tne pressing pro-
blem, Commercial wars are unprofitable. A rolicy
of wood will znd friendly tracde relations will pre-
vent reprisals. Reclorocity treaties are in harmony
with the spirit of the times, me:sures of retaliation
are not. 1If, perchance, come of our tariifs are no
longer needed, for revenue or to encocurage and vro-
tect our industries =t home, why should they not beg
employed to extend &#nd vromote our markets zbroad?<l

Williem Allen Wnite esreed wnole-heartedly with licKinley's

views on re<clorocity end with his desire for free trade ar-
ranzements with the Puerto Ricans. He felt, 1like FcKinley,
that free trade waus necessary to glleviote starvation on that
1elznd possession., At this time he volced his first criticism
of the trusts, z2nd declired thzat they wers halting the passage
of a2 free tr:de measure because of selflsh consicderstions.
"Such trusts," said White, hed "the greed of a beast and for-
felt the consider~tiocn of man."22 He feered for the welfare
of the natinon if the Republican ccngress allowed the trusts

to influence them in this free trade issue,

1
Richardson, lMessa.es, p. c62l,

"
22_ . S
Emperla Gezettle, lareh 1, 190




111
In March the house passed a Puerto rican reclprocity
measure and the editor was jubllant. Ee suvported McKinley
in this "plain cduty. If that is m-rty tresscn make the
most of 1t."23 He wrote sn edltorial adémonishing varty co-
horts who had failed to suncort the me:sure, 2nd he asxed
them to put selfish considerzaticns acide.

The Republican verty 1s in the majority in conzress.
It can pass tne necessary laws for ree trace with
Puerto Rico. If it values trc rospect and the confi-
dence cf the American peonle, the Revublican p:=rty must
make such laws , . . . What a travesty it is on the men
vho g:ve thelir 1liv:=s in Cuta for freedom that the land
bouht with thegse men's blocod shiculd now te held in a
stzte of commerclal slavarv. . « . Wnerein ere Culans
more deserving thicn Puerto Ricane? Wy should we shed
tears and blood over the rebellicus Cubans and loct the
peaceful Puerto Ricans until they sturve . . . . And
for whet? Slm»nly to satlisfy a few 1incustriel concerns
in the eu:st that would be wrecked-—or thilrk they would--
by Fusrto Ricen free tracde Trhe %Ltrusis are &-ainst
cclonisl free trade. It wnuld wreck some of them. If
tihe Remublican majority in con-ress is to cecice be-
tveen humanity =and Thc trustis there should ke no aebate
abcut the decisiocn,.=

When it tecame cbvicus a short time later that the
senate would kill tre toriff bill passed bty the hcuse, White
was decnoncent. Ee called 1t a nost shemeful thing »2nd con-
Jectured that if we could impose a tariff tax on the territory
of Puerto Ricc, which was a Unlit-d Stutes pose=sclion, th

2

-

en
5
we could imrose ancther on the territcry of New lLlexlco. -

2
L3l§l§-, March &, 19CC.
Ibid., March 1, 1300C.

251v14., Karch %, 1900.
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A few weeks later a comrromice measure was proposed

which stood & .:02d chonce of being pesced in toth houses.
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The President was wleacsed &ud ccnsicere

| ad

ff Just end falr, Whnite was ruzzled and dlieruasted ot lic—-

v

Kinley's accentonce of the comnrcemlice plen. He cculd no

undersgtand how the President was ebhle to concider the pro-
poseC 15 pef cent tarifif a sallisfactory enbstitule when Le
had asked for the whiole loaf of free trizde fcor Fuerto Rico,
and he felt th=t YcKinley in rls about face had broken the
falth. Nor c7uld he accept the Precicdent's siztement thet
tris new policy wes necessary to Herputlican succese at the
polls in Ncgvember; he dild not feel that this was a ccrrect
intervretation of trhe nublic seantiment., Furtheruore, even
if tr1ls internretztion were to be prcven accurate, he felt

that the Presicent and the lesicslatcors ghould rise gbov

sre

~ 4
a Uer

party cocnsiferations on tris matter and work for the o
sood, Ee consicdercd Puerto Rican free trade a morzl cs well
as a constituticnzl issue. It was "the 0ld iegcve ¢f taxation
withcut reoresentation wiich we hove trzcitionally disfavored
: : - 25

and are ncw overturning in Pyerto Rico."

In Arril the Sennte pacsed the Puerto Rican ftariff by
a small majority. 1Whmite bitterly deplored t'ils as a "shameful"

actlon, and felt thet the only reccurce left wos with the

Ivid., Maerch 15, 17300,
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veoole, Fe ariiued that the ne=zcure must 0t be alloved
to ston? tecause "ancrice cunict gfifcerd to Tegin its cole-
o=z
nizl career bty creatir; an Irelond."

In a ehort tire Wnite recnversC from the Cepressing

effects wnich tiiis grug;;le hed wrou nt in him, encd with

(¢4l

characterlictic prrty loyalty and inconsistency he decided

-

to chaomnion the Recublicsn meacure now et 1t wus an accom-

(AN
4

t2> nlacate him moct

plisned fact. Tre claouse witich relpe

\

M

was th=t whicn rrovided for sosoclutely free trade Letween

m
[45]

2eccion &t the end of

the United States and ner isl:né vo
two years.

By June, the Puerto Rican measure which had seemed
shameful ~nd unccnatitutionel a Tew short menths efore was
now halle? bty tie Gazette ss the wmost 1lliberal lew councerning

the island of Pyerto Kico which hod ever been enacted.gg It

was characterisvic trew Wite, a vpractical msan, could so easily

eccept ¢nd rejoice in tule tnirz which he had sc bitlerly

opwosed, once it rod beccme a law of the land, particularly

gince 1t ni:d teen the procuct of a Republican ecdninistration.
On Senteuber 14, 1301, Precident .icKinley died. During

hies gdministration there had been some downward revieione of
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the tariff accomplicshed by meanrs of recilprocity treaties

under tre Dingzley Act. One cf ris lest acts was hie Buffalo

-~ O

speech which favered en exmansicn of this nclicy cof reclpro-

clty. FRoosevelt, pledred himeel? somewhat ambi.juocusly to
continue the licKinley volicv towerd the turiff, On the one

hand he declured thet he had early teen tausht the "dcetrines
f\r}
of laissez-faire and free trade." But, on the otker heand,
he inelsted that there was a "general acqulescence" in the
rresent tariff ard thst nothing could be more uvunwise then any
general tarlff changes at thzt time,

Reclprocity muct te treated og the randmraiden of
rrotection., Our firgt cduty is *to cee thnst the pro-
tection sranted vy the tariff . . . is maintained,
and that reciuvrocity be sou.;kt for o far as it cun
safely be done without injury to our home industriec
e « o o Every egpuvlication of our tauriff policy to
meet our shifting: netional needs must be condltioned
uvon the cardinal vrinciple that the dutles ruct
never be reduvced btelow the point thet will cover the
dletance tetween the lstor c2st nere 2nd abroad . . . .
Subject to this »roviso of the nroner drotecticn
nececsary to our industrisl well bein: at home, the
nrinciole of reciprocity must commandé our he;rty suT—-
port, 9

Vmite was very erthuciacstic about Roosevelt'ls owinions
on the tariff iessue, They were cooly and sensibly preserted
by a practical man, and trey vere moderate.Bl le becaxne a

w

little werried, however, when enthusiastic Republicans teca

9ROOSEV€1t, antobio rsnkyv, p. 320.

O_

o3}

richrrdecn, Lessaves, p. €050,

1
5 Tporla Gozette, Cctcocber 3, 19C1L,
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to climb onto the Roocsevelt bancdwsgon and not only supuorted
hls tariff positicn, but began to embellish his views with
treir own, White feared tnat such acticns mi-ht ruin the
Presldent's already "perfect" opinions on the tariff, and felt
that some Republicans were besirnlng to zo too far with thelr
interpretations of reciprocity. He asreed with roocevelt that
there wae danuer 1in tinkering with the tariff, and be:;an to
write about reciproclity more cauticusly.
Feciprccity 1is a c0d thins on pap:sr but it won't

work as well in the lew books, There 1s more dancer

of tre prosnerity of this ccuntry evaporating in the

hot fisht over what shall be put on the rggiprocity

1liet than there 1s from any other source.’<

The editor became ccnvinced that Wall Street and cer-

taln woliticlans 1in VWashington were sttempting to cistort,
for their own selfish ends, the reciprocity views which had
been set forth by foosevelt, To counterzct this White re-
sorted to e device which had served him well throuchout his
Journalilstic career. He drew a careful line of distinction
between "just any reciprocity" which was confused, economical-
ly motivated by caritaliets, and used as a political band-
wagen by "fanatlics and machine politiclans", and the Roosevelt
brand of recigrocity. Rcocevelt reclprocity wss moral, ood,
and instituted in the best interests of both Arerican and

foreign markets, >

z \
’ezbid., October 24, 1901.

331bid., July 24, 1302.
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Joseph R. Burton, the scnlcr Senstor from Kunsas, had
long bteen a fly in White's political olntment, He was tried
for irregulsr oractices in office and ended his term in pri-
son.BLL Evidence suprplie¢ by Wnite was instrumentzl in bring-
ing about hls convicticn. 3Before Burtcn was imprisoned, how-
ever, he h:d made the public statement that some stites, such
as Kansas, ¢1id not evprove of reciprocity. Wwnite had some-
timees sald that for Burton $o euvport eomething wae enou:h
to provoke his own opwoesition. Conversely, 1f Burton was
azalnst souwething, Wnite w.e for it. Hp flatly stated that
there could be no cuestion about Ksnsas! approval of recipro-
city; opinion in his state was unanimous and clear. It was
not a business gquestion but a morsl issue, zand "when it ccumes

to a moral issue Kansas 1s never divided."39

He also wrote
what became a widely quoted magazine article wnich reiteratecd
this theme.36

Senator Burton then lowered himecelf even more in White's
opinicon when he broke a promise which he h2d macde to Presicdent
Roosevelt to supvort a recivrocity acreement with Cuha which

was pending. Although Burton had never favored reciprocity he

had given hils word to sunvort Reosevelt, ané hod then withdrawn

3L

White, Autobiouranhy, p. 293.
55

Emporila Gazette, June 19, 1902.

0.. . . . -
3 7. A. White, "Cuban Recinrccity-A Lioral Iscue," McClurels

v

Macazine, v, 19 (Sentember, 1902), rp. 337-39L.
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that suvport. He b?gah preaching a revate plan in connec-
tion with the ccntemplated Cuban measure., The editor was
ir:te and tore Burton apart editorizlly, while pleading
passlonately for public suvpport of Roosevelt on this matter.37
He Ttecame convinced that Burton znd wWall Street were joined
in an evil catal aimed at discrediting the President 2znd
harming the laborer and f=rmer, for whom he had recently de-
veloped a deep ccncernr.
Wnenever & tariff i1s found to be too nisn, it will

come down., And whatever of evil there 1s in the syctem

will be corrected. Roosevelt will not play favorites

e « « o« It 18 encoursging to find the new lender of the

Renuhlicen party drasging the party away from the rut

of commercizlism., . . . Wherever the influence of Wall

Street falls, the sentiment will be sszinst Roosevelt,’S

In the contemplaeted reciprocity agreement with Cuba tre

chief 1tems uncer consider:tion for tariff reduction were
Cuban sugar 2nd tobacce., In November, 13C3, Roosevelt con-
vened tre Coniress 1n a sveclal session to ask for trile com-
merclal treaty with Cubs, assuring them th2t such a treaty
would not hzrm our industry end would secure the United States
as well as Cuba, msny economic advantages.39 The reciprocity
trezty with Cyka was consumiu=ted over the rrotests of Anerican
suger vroducers and tobacco growers. It provided that we

would admit all the dutieble products of Cuba at a reduction

39
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of 20 per cent from the zernerzal toriff rates, Coods on the
free liet ¢f either country were to verzln there., Cuba zzreed
to admlt most American produchts (tobacco was a eiznificant
excepticn) at reductions ranging from 20 to 40 per cent.uo
The cereement proved to be mutuazlly advantzoecus aud within
ten years of its en:ctizent trade btetween thiie two nations was
trlpled.hl roosevelt had ccnferred a "bocon" uvon Cu’r:-a,Lz'2
or so he triov:ht.

W:iilte rejoiced trnet the Cyban reciprocity me-csure was
in accordance witn what tne well informed electorate dem«nd-
ed and expected. Tre trezty seered to nim a moral victory
and the creCit was Gue entlirely tc tlie President's undeviat-
iny determination to keep tre fzith witih the new republic cof
Cuba. At last this country hed "a le.cer wiio Knows how to
lefrid."h"3

In 1904 FRoosevelt was nominated by trhe Renublicans =8
their canrdidate for tre Presidency, and tre Democrats named
Judze Alton B. Purker, Roosevelt and Senator Lod e arreed
on a tariff vlank to bte included in the vlatform which stated
that protection wee a cordinel princicle but that the schedule

of duties could be asltered from time to time if it became

o, . 7
I*id., »p. «7Z3-cT7=7.

L"l ) D) ~ - el
Faulkrner, Tre Decline of Ialegez Falre, po., ¢H-L0o,

Emporlz G-zett*e, Novenver 12, 1303,

———
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evident th=2t scuch alteretions would be teneficial to toth
the peonle und the business interests of the country. White
wriole-he rtedly supvorted tris plank tut cautioned thzt such
8 drlicate task as tariff revision could onliy be entrusted
to a Penublican edministr-tion. He felt thzt such a tariff
plank should tle .se both sides. FEowever, to elect a Demccra-
tic adminietration and expect them to enact a better tariff
would e to invite once more the panic and cisaster of 1593.44

Althou.'nh forty years later VWilllom Allen White was to
declere trhat he ves never for a protective tariff »ie writ-
inis have shown that he suprortad the rrotective policies of
first McKinley, znd then Roosevelt. If we can accent Iis
statement that he never sincerely 2nd wnhnole-he:rtedly accept-
ed the theory of vrotection, then there are sever=21l factors
which would help to exvlaln his »nublic surport of the Retub-
licen meagures in the decade after 1895. Party lovelty,
which he possessed in a large degree, would be an imrortant
f2ctor; the editor's views usually chzn-ed only as the porty
lezdevs 2)tered thelrs. His affectlon for Theodore Rocsevelt
and his loyal support of that man would be en important in-
fluence, His dislike of Senator Josevh Burton, and Eurton's
oprosition to the Roosevelt policies would tend to meke the
editor =sven more determined in hils stznd. In the cese of

Cuba and Puerto Fico fhere were imwortant conslderaticns in
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that thils hijnly moral man was firmly convineed that tariff
a:reements with these countriee were morzl issues wiich
america could not honorstly i:nore,

He was never an e«dvoc=te of free trade, nor did he ex-
tend Fis sunport of recliprocity mezsureg to countriss other
than trose to which we were oblirated &s a result of the
Svanish-Americ:in War. There was 1little a :itation for a re-
viselon of the tariff in tnis decade. Txe seneral prosverity,
coupled with Roosevelt's reluctance to ¢lter the tariff, and
the emergence of more pressinz naticnal lssues, such as the
trust problem, all tended to make tiis a comparatively quiet
periond 1in the tariff nistory of our country. %Wnite rode with

the Republican tice,



CAAPTER VI
WTRUSTS AWD THINGSM

The yeurs from 1%37 to 1504 were m=rked by a tremen-
dous increase in business consolication in the United States.
Some of the causes for thne naticnsl trend tow-.rd consolida-
tion were the returning prosperity after 1893 and the national
optimlsm in the yecrs after the Spanish-imerican War, the
legielation in such states 8s New Jersey, Delaware, &nd West
Virginla wnich encouraged the srewth of monopolies, the Amer-
ican patent system which in itself iranted e type of monovoly
control, the 1lncreased tendency toward large menufacturin.
establishmente in this country, the desire c¢f manufacturers
to elimin:te competlition, and the deslire for promoters!
prof‘its.l

Consolidstion in this period was l.rgely confined to
the railroads &nd the manufacturing and minln.: industries,
Certain industries such as snoe manufacturins and the cottcon
#oods 1ndustries were relatively unzffectcd bty the <eneral
increase 1in gize and output which was occurring in the Amer-

ican inductries; other industries such as the silk, carrisge,

lMark Sullivan, The Turn of the Centur
Times, New York: Cherles Scribner's Sons, 1
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lumter, and sripbulldin, indusiries ecctuslly cCecreased in

n

slze durin.: these vears.

Scme forme of business consolifatlon wiich were pop-—
ular in th:is nericd were thie pools, trusts, noléin. comranles,
mergers, ernd vari:-tions con thece forams., Toe holllin.; coumzany,
or boldin, corvoration os 1t wis sonetines called, wae ile
most elfective form of business combin=ztic 3 In trls form
of combinaticon, ss witnh the trust form, the Standard Oil
Comuzeny took the le:d. In 1877 that company had reor.anized
under the lawe of New Jercey, and cranged tneir corvoration
frcm a trust to a noldlny comwany.

In the cdeczCe vefore 1237 there vere less than cne

nundred incuctrizl ccmbirnations in the United States. In the

- ~r b 5 Voo~ <. .
34 to 130% there were 142 combinations organiz—

—
(03]
NS

vericd from
ed, and 127 more were formecd in the next thres years. Al-
together there were 318 active and ixn-ortant trusts in the

United States. Of these, 230 were incorrcorated after

2 . . .

Harold U. Faulkner, Tre Decline c¢f Laicsez Faire (Vol.
VII of Tie Economic thu,rv of _tnhe United States, New York:
Rinehart and Co., 1951), ». 150.

-
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“Mark Sullivan, The Turn of tue Century, vp. 320-324,

i
Ica M. T.rtell, The Naticnalizin:
(Vol. IX of A Plstﬁrg_pi drvevican Life, ide

Co., 192¢), p. 21C.
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January 1, 123%, and 170 of tlem were orgznlzed under the
laws of New Jercey, where le-isl:tion beneficial to such
combinations had been passed.5 The vear 1352 murked the
beginning of the modern trust-forming per'iod.6
The ¢rowth of the lezr~e business comblnatione, coupled

with the -tuses freguently inherent 1n these orgsznizaticrs

Os

and their casuz2l dicresard for rubllic welfare, xave rise
to anti-truct activities which took tre form of muckrazkinzg.
Ida M. Tarbell, Ray Stann rd EB«ksr, and Lincoln Stel.ens Dbe-

came familiar names tn the American scene &s & result of

thelr activities in ex:ceings the evils in busiress, ncilitle

2

m

?
and cur urban society.

Wnen wWilllam Allen Wnite became the editor of the Ev~-
poria Gavette he was cheerfully coptimistic reg.arding the
natioral prosverity zndéd tre :00d intent of Llg business in
tris country.7 At this time wnlte hated anyining that smacked
of reform. He and the millicns of midcle class _eowle wrom
he represented were c¢till imbued with the frcontler belief in
the free indivicdual, vrivate enternrise, and the sociallistic
denzers which lay in any attemnt of the pgovernment to regulate

the tusiness of thls country. +wnite betraved his soclal

Darwinist sympathles with statements such as, "In this American

5JAhn Moody, The Truth
/

-
yw Y, § S —— T
The lioody Publishinz Co., 1«O¢), D. L50.
/4
€ . : . -
Foulkner, The Decline 2Ff Lalssez Faire, p. loZ.
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overnment, paternalism olwys no part. It ie cvery mon for

himegelf. It is free for all and in the enc the keenest,

X
most frugal, and most incustrious win,"°

White feared that uny uttemnts by the povernment to
resulave dDusiness would endan;er american institutions wiiich
had stood eince 177o5. The editcr v»raised the FRerublicans
for preserving our natioral instituticns destlte the denuncila-

of Bry:zn and the FPonuliste., He felt that Bryan sné his
9

ticon

m

followers would 1iks to izvplant socialism in Axerice.
Tne ecditor was & verement champion of the railrosds in
thiis country. Consclication had occurred not only in incuctiry
but =1lso in wuzlic utilities such as tne railroads. At the
turn of the century ninety-five percent of the hizh grade
r=11 mile. ;e in the country wse in the hancée ol six powerful
grouns. Dissaticefied with even this hish degree of concen-
treticn the rzilrcslés were attemonting to draw even closer to-

10 Wnen the Populists complained abcut the sbuses

zether,
existing 1n the razil transvortation of the nation, the editor
wag very indlgnant and when the Populists asxed for govern-
ment ownership of the railroads, he firmly opposed their views.

He declared that ne was 1n opunosition tn any me=sures wnhich

micht prevent the railroads from runuing thelr own business

9 ;
Ivid., August 11, 1Z9o.

10
Earold Uncerwood Faulkner, The Quest Tor Social Justice,

1959-191% (Vol. XI of A Eictory cf AE;_wggn;;ége New Yor r_———
Maclilllan Co., 1938) pp. 32-33.
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in their ovn way. Ee declared further thnat wnile the rail-
roads mi-ht have some faulte, they were tne vproduct of a systenm
"which has thus far been found to te the best thzat h:s been
invented. . . . There 1is prcbebly more clap trap end flap
dcodle in circuletion concernin_ the reilrcads than tnere is
current concerning any other tcpic."ll

The editor, like most of midcdle class America, cuwnport-
ed McKinley as the best hove for democracy. He cherished a
belief that any industrious, honest, loysl American could
succeed as many of hie friends had. He felt trhat the Ponu-
lists and Democrats who were unoktle to achieve cuccecs for
themselves were not looking to the gzovernment to help them.
cuch veonle were, to White, un-American, and a resl menace
to the ecbnomic well-beinz of our country. They failed to
comprehend that the only hove for good government l2y in the
hands of eafe and sane Pusiness men,

In 1829 Kzrsag had passed tre first anti-truet law

cver to be passed by a state.12

In his famcus ecditoriel,
"What's the Mutter With Kansae®" Write satirized bitterly the
people and the state that could enact such lezislection and
thnen be proud of 1it. They were too short-sixnted to see that

they were frightenins away capital, @nd thus prosperity.

lEnporia Cazette, July 17, 12%906.

—_—

12
Sullivan, The Turn of the Century, p. 309.
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They scu«ht to resulcote the very moneyv nower which could
bring them relis=f; they criticized the railrosds winich had
dcre mere for Kansas tran any other single agency. They
gourht to hamstring these "philantrropic" oré bereficicel
N .. 13
a-encles with government contrcls,

In his early, ccneervotive yveare White was morticular-
ly sensitive to any criticism of the railrozds anc their
organization, He felt thot any tz21lk of a trust 'bogey! was
exazierrat-d and untrue, and he was even more convinced of
this if the business under ccnslderation haorvened to be a
railro2d, He revlied with heated editorisls to criticicm
that the rallroads were rovbing the veonle, freauently vro-
claiming them to be one <f the becst thiness which could hep-
oen to an area,

Wn2t hus become of the gentlemen who were ramunant

in Kansas a few yeors z.;0 vwlth a scheme to conflscate
the railroede o . . . They wlayed a eteady stream of
gtatistics uvnon the paralyzed hearers, Thece fi:ures
told them thnat the pecnle were bein;z rovbed by the
cornorations =nd the cnief robber was tine railroad,
Where are tnece pentlemen now? In Kansae there 1s a

dispocsition to Lct businrss necnle solve businecs
oroblerns in a business-like way, 14

Wnlte claimed trat tre vorulzabion of Kaneszs hed renaln-
ed gtatic for ten years because tr e railroads had been de-
nounced by "cemagosues" and nad therefore stcpoed their lators

in Kansas's behalf. Refore tiie Populists had virtually driven

13
14

Itlé,, Noveuber 24, 143%,

E-voria Gazette, Lusuct 15, 1496,
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railroad :»0dwill away, such corporztlons z2s the Sunts Fe
had aided immi.ration into Kansas by advertisements, capital,

) 1 < , -
and business. > The Zazette Ceclered that the raliroads

would resume thelir efforts in the stete's vehalf and pre-
dicted unheralded rrocsverity for Kaonsas 1f she would have
the sence to silence the reformers and seek the goocdwill cof
the rzilroed corporations.,

The editor was thorou:hly convinced thuzt zovernment
and all industry should emulate the -=o0od example set for them
ty the rallrcafés, and employ sensible bueinessmen to guide
their affalirse. He had a decp adniration for liark Hanna whom
he rezarded as an excellent example of a successful business
men who had avrlled business techniques to politics. In his
early ye=rs he wus ztule 19 see notning but admirable gqualities
in the expandiny corpor:tions and buslness men wno ran ther.

By 1599 the Kansan tegan to feel a little uncertain
ebcut the increasing number of business combinstions in tris
country. In 1238 the number of trusts and holdin;; c mpsnies
had sharvly incregeed, and criticism of them was beceoming
more anc more vrronocunced., Thre first indication that the
editor was uvndergning a crange of cpinion c:zme when he re-

sorted to a churucterlistic device and besjan Cistinulshing

15
Ibid., July 19, 1900.
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between Democratic, Porullst, snd Renublican views on truste,
and thelr different methodls in ceoling with the lar-e corp-
or-tions. Such distincticns on his part are unfeilinsly in-
dicetive of e pendingz chzan..e in point of view, ‘“henever he
beran to reverse his views on 2 m.%tter he besan by qualifying
his ear.ler cst=nd,

Yhen the first faint s5limmer of susricion that the
trusts mi-I't need rezgulzating dawned on him, he retreated to
the folds of Hepublicenlenm. As with tariff revisicn, the
editor felt that zovernmental controls cou'd be beneficiagl-
ly effected only by o Kepublicen adminigtration. No cther
paerty knew hcw to hanéle such a task for the grealtest geod
of all the parties concerned.

The difference between the Rerublicon and Porulist

way ¢f lookins at trusts 1s thie: The Republican farmer
who has a refractory colt breaks him te work, The Pov-
ulist fazrmer who his a refractory colt,kills him with an
elm cluc, then s oes_arcund kickins because he has no
horce to plow with,1l&

Hoever, in kis vprzctical, ontimistic mrnner, the edi-
tor did not believe that all trusts were evil. Even tefore
Theodore Roosevelt macde similar dlstinctinrns, Wailte felt
trat there were good =nd bad in combinztions as in men. A

few refractory and selfishn truste were beginning to mar the

economic horizon, but the be:rt method of dealing with such

16 ,
Ibid., Avrust 10, 1€99.
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combinztiorns was rot w«overnment repulation. He had not
yet completely reversed nis conservitive cstsné but wae work-
inz around to 1t sradually.

He felt thsot thnse trusts whnich were gullty of sgelfish-
ness and disreg:rd for tre ;uhlic welfare could re test dezlt
vith ty metl.ode other then government control, wnich he fesr-
ed 1n hies errly yeers mui ht tend to advance the Soclalist cause.
He held thet the best way to end such monopolies wasthrough
enli.-ntened wublic opinion 2nd honest men. If such trusts
were verelstent, they would brin- down the last resort, zovern-
ment regulstlions, on themselves. In an editorial entitled
"Truste 2nd Tningses," he casually, but concernecly exuresses
his views at thls time.17

Ee even bezan to view the reilroads with a more objective
eye. When the railroads in severzl states began tc combin
in opposition to the demands of the railroa2dé commissions in
those stetes, he arwued thet the railroads should vay ncre
rezard to the commisslions which fairly rerresent-d the pecple
and corstituted btozrds of arbltration., Hs cv .. ested, however,
that pernaps the railrcads were ignoring the comi:lssions be-
cause of the caliter of the men who composed thnose bouards,
While cautlioninyg the railroads to heed the will of the recple
wiich wis €Xpreseed torougn thne rzilrosd commissicns, he
admoniched the estate governments to be more selectlive in re-

gards to meiibership on the commissions.

17._. N m e
71916., Ausuet 19, 12399,
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Too often the men wiio form trese rallrosd commie-
slons ere ignorant and mercenary, with the morals cf
bandits ond tre crude intelli:ence of arro.;ant cema-
po<sues, “hese men too often reg rd the rzlilroad as
thielr prey and tue peorle os thelr dunes. Too cften
the rallroad comnrmiseicn in a state stande between thre
shloper end Justice. But because these Tacts exlist
ghonld te no Justification for reilroads comoinin- to
insult the reounle by defyin: the ntecrles! officers.
I7 trnese rmen are bué, the reilroacs srhould voint cut

. s Z
tnis evil to the people.1~

€
T

Wren there vere rumors that a beef combine was causing
much hardehiip tc western cattlemen, White investipated the
matter and was dlsvleased with the situation that he found,
He felt that there misht as well be one blg packing hcuse
gince trere was alreacy ¢ virtuel monovoly in that industry.
Altucu.n he found an "1llecitimute" profit of five per cent
to fcrty rer cent, the butchers were £till «oin: broke,

There was absnlutely no competition amon’ paciers., He pre-

PS i

dicted that the beef combine would core to grief for its ex-
cesses.,

((The teef combine))is curryin: its plans 2nd de-
vices beyond the legitimate vatrs of ccmmercisl »rofit,
Nobedy with any sense desires to restrict a business
mzn using busliness methoés., Sut commen sense and com-
mon honesty and commoen courese ¢emand thet a brigzand's
scnemes shall be checked., The c¢ifference between a

acxer 1in honest busliness and the beef combine, 1ls the
Gifference bLetwesen & merchnant teninf »is counter and
Je sse James behind nig -un. . . . The ranter will not
stop this business. The poriticizans will have nothing
to do with 1t, Tre 'tribune of the people! will conly
delay thre cltzese. But tre businecsc men, the well-to-do,
the thrifty, the econorlcal will rise un 1n either e
business or a nolitical revolt ané hitch the zower
zathered by tihe ccmbires to the en:ine of zovernnent

e o« o« o SOmeday these outlaws will be rounded un and
the Rerublican perty will brend them and »ut them in
cells.lY

lslﬁii., Januzry 13, 1399,

19
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Wnile the editor retained his fzith in the will of
tre veonle to ri; bt matters, he was not blinded by this
faith, nor by nis ideals. He looked at the matter in his
practlical way, wel:hin- what he saw against the already
firmly establishcd ways of canitalism and the greed of many

men.

There 1s a difference between orotecting the legiti-
mate rizhte of cagital whnich ranting Porulists would
destroy, arnd legalizing any devilment that cavlt=l can
devise. It 1s 581l ri-;ht to protect cavital in its
rizhts, but 1t 1s utterly and criminally wicked to assume
that men with canital cin do no wrong. Men with capital
are just like men without 1it, a little oo0d, and a little
bad, and a vretty average mecium. Here and there, there
1s 2 Rovin Hood in the vacking house . . . a Billy-the-
Kid on the farm. Both are enemles to society . . . .

The trust in end of 1itself may be a ©ood thnin:, It has
many &dvantazes., It cannot be abolished, But it must
be controlied. Greed in man is the mainspring that moves
the world, It cannot be abolished, but the penitentiar§
contrcls it. That 1s the trust question in a nutsnell, O

Wnile VWrite belleved that the will of the veonle was
the primary force in our soclety and could rectify eany evils
wnich might exist, he zlso believed that when a law or insti-
tution continued to exist 1t was an indication that the
peonle wanted it thus., He also seems to believe that because
such laws or institutions exist there 1s =2n imnlicit good in
them, and therefore the majority cf the pcpulstion are retain-

ing them desgnite the protests of the few, el

2OIbif:_., fucsust 10, 1899,

1
Ibid,, March 1C, 12983,
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White was gr:dually adapting himeelf to the view that
there was more evil in the trusts than he had origirzlly per-
ceilved. Eis pendulum wa2s swin:ing from a lalssez faire policy
toward business, to cvernment rezgulation of those trusts
wnlch proved evil or predatory. He nzd verformed the first
tvo steps of hieg ucual ritual in changling an opinion., First,
he hsd distinuished nicely between what he and the Fepubli-
czns supverted as oowocsed to the distorted views of the hos-
tile camp; csecond, he had minimized the 1ssue somewhat by
pointing out tha2t there were orly isolzted, not universal,
ebuses in the trust system. #When the abuses and the public
clamcr grew more insistant he felt that much of the blame
gshould be laid to the individuals resnonsible, not to the
ingtitution itself, Next he labeled the whole trust con-
troversy a red herring which ambitiocus, opportunist politi-
clans h2d seilzed on 1in the sbsence of any more popular issues.

The trust, he said, was bein: used as a bogey men by
some politicisns to frishten the peovle. "Let a politiclan
Pe out ¢f an 1lssue and he tokes up the czuse of the Great
Plain People a;ainst the Tyrannical Trusts." The only thing
"scarey" about a trust was the fact that it gave maninulators
a chance to be greedy. Many economic ebuses which were being
committed were wrongly attributed to the truste when the
blame could be more procerly laid to greedy and unscrupulous
men. "It would be as sensible to lewislate e-ainst the church,

or agalnst matrimony, or against benks, or 2;;ainst government
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as 1t will bte to lecsislzte agcainst the trusts. It seems
gtran-e that . . . no one has thousht to legislate not
azelnst the trustse, but agalnst the scoundrels that abuse
the trusts. 22

Wnlte su.ested that if a trust w:s evil the only
moral znd practical solution was to destroy it, nct with
fine words, but with fine deeds. He proposed that buyers
hoycott unfair combinztions because the buyer of a commodity
frem such en organization shored equally in the gullt, and,
therefore, toth should be punished. "You can't 1ift up your
eyes 1n sanctimonious prayer against the trusts! manipulators
when you share the booty with them in murderous prices . . . .
No reform is accomplished by wrolesale, <3 However, the edi-
tor did not offer any onr=ctical su-estions regarding the punisih-
ment which should be meted to the purchasers. He also ignored
the fact thet 2is prcnosal to vunish both the buyer and the
seller was a8 paternalistic and un-Arerican as the prowuosal
for government regulationeg of business which he had once ab-
horred and still distrusted somevhat. His su_izesticn went'
beyond any demands made by the Ponulists or Demccrats. The
editor woe went to suffer from a lack of perspective in the

heat of a controvercsy. For the moment his practical nature

22
Ivig., September 14, 1839.

e3

Irid., September 1%, 1833,
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had avancdoned him and he had lavsed into =2n extremist view-
point, a situcztion elways repugnant to him,

Belatedly, Wwnite discovered Henry George's Prosress
end Poverty, wnich hzd been publisred in 1379, FHe ¢1d rot
asree with Georze that the one solution for the problem of
mcnopoly was a sin;le tax on land values, thou-h he gporov-
ed George's dislike of too much regulation and reetriction.
He felt that the idea of abolish'n. all taxes, save a sin-le
levy on econoirlic rent, was Just short of idiotic. Wwhile
srizped by sn increasing sympathy for the cominon man he de-
fendsd the '"poor farmer" whom he had much anused in the past,
along with his much beloved reswectable middle cless. He
feared that both of theese would suffer should the Georsian
thesls ever be put into eifect. A gin:le tax would wei:h
most heavily on the alreacdy oppressed farmer and would only
add to his bur‘dern:..9

While still enmeshed in the problem of abuses in the
trust system, W:ite extended "ie criticism to a new type of
coercion by combination wnich had lately avppeared., In Patter-
gon, New Jersey, a "labor trust," & union, had prevented a
woman from workin.; to support her baby end Ler ¢yinz husband.
wnite looked on t*lsg combination in exactly the samne 1li.ht as

he had ccme to lock at combinations of cenital., "A lobor

mn

-
trust may te Just as bad as any other truvet if it is run wronz. "<’

2k

H

!.:

Oy

~1d., Sevtember 22, 1633,
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In 1333 the rallrc-&s of Kansas cecided to raise their
rates, much to the éilsmzy of the siijppers in that area,
White stlll h=rbored an esveclal affection for the railrosds
and was not ag critical of them as he was comins to be of
incdustricl trvets., Thoush he had vroceeded to the voirt

vrere he scinowled.;ed thet scme governuent regulsticns misnhs

1

be necess2ry to curb greedy truste, nne did not welccome the
idea c¢f ooliticlans "ped@lin=" in a disvute between the rail-
rcads and the teorle. He wrcte:

Tne raeilro.cs <f Xensss nave decided to increase
freight rites to Just as steep z2s the traffic will
btear. The rallro.ds are not to e tlamed. They are
not in tueinecs for fun. Trey are humen. They are
£oins to hoz the platter if they can lust es trey
wonld do if threv wereindivifuels and rot cormor*tions.
The rates now are hich ercuch, but if the railroa
can 1lncrease them, trut's tnri” gailn. However, 1if tne
ghirpers stznd by and don't protest . . .that's their
locgs and trey are fcols If they stend it . . . . Tzais
l1s & businese question, Trhere should be nc rabvid ad-
dresces, no feelins., I% 1ic a cold-blooded business
prop ocitlon. Ard 1t should be settled by the courts
ag tefitsg btuciness men to arvilrate thelr dirferences.
(Otnerwiee) ) tt e raillroad question will be shifted into
pclitice and there will be the old Harry to pay. 20

In 13955 there occurred a em3zll panlic in VWall Street
cauced by *“rouble in incustrial ctocks. ‘White seiz=d cn
t 1s oouortunity to chicde those reonle who had regsrcded the
trusts as wvermanent, unshaksble instituticns. He wrongly
intercreted the smzll flurry as an incdlication that the trust
ge a forn of business organization wus praseing feom the Am-

erican ecene. He was g¢leased to note thet in thelr brief

2°Ib15., Koverter 30, 12937,
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N

o

stay as a form of business tne ¢denirerouse vrecedent ci overn-
ment rezulation hid been averted. The _“eople who had been
frizrtened of combinatlon and cCecired such regulation could
once mcre relax. Thelr 1lmazined dangers were on the decline
end it hnd all come ocbout without resortingz to "Socialistic!
me:gures., cven thoush the trust wasg "on the way out," they
were still Yctrictly a businese »problem, having treir 1ife

in bueiness laws, and best settled by tusiness men in the

~
~

ordinsry cource of every day business, "'

Althoush he hed predicted thaet the trusts would survive
cnly a few nore months, o few yeors at mogt, VWroite still found
it necessary tc defend ccmbinction frem the slunders of re-
fermers. 1le had coneistently denied any real or present need
for government interference in all but a very few trucsts al-
thou 'h he had bejun to acirnowledze occaslonally that 1f stuses
became vrevalent such @ cource would be warranted. He was
still convinced that trusts were a normal manifestaticn on
our economic scene znd in the Americen traditicn. Trusts were,
to White, a ncrual increase and ;rowth, occasioned by the ex-
panded volume of world commerce. They differ, sald White,
only in extent end degree. He made the micitake of oversimply-
inz the problem and as & result his concluvelons were scmevhat
inaccurate. According to the editor, the evolutlon of trusts

in the United States could te eacily exulzined thus:

27
Ibid., June 21, 19C0.
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Centuries ai;o when the indlvidual found that hnis
busiress vac <roevins too large for him to hindle, he
took & partner. Trey formed a trust in a smzll dexree.
Fifty years ago the parinersnip Torm of business beg2n
to zive way to the small corioration as business men
found th-t corvorstions afforded better facillities and
protecticn to thelr tusinese, I[.ore recently coruorstions
srew in size until e have exverlenced the very lerue
corporetions called trusts. 1In nezriy every case they
are nelther more nor less than v2rtnershivcs, the cnly
difference belny in extent and degree. Tne increase in
the world's volume of tusiness has compelled the :srewth
from the ori:zinal partnership to large corporations.dé
Shortly after the middle of 1900 an unessy note can be
discerned in Waite's views cf the trusts. Thou:h kis public
utterances on the issue were not yet much changed there btegan
to creer into the edltorials an occasion2l note of fear. He
even occasionally criticized the railroads. After months of
deridiny any talk of a railrcad trust as a menace, he vrote,
"The railroad octopus in the state is unchained; he is roam-
A - 21’
ing the hills end dales of the st=te drazging his lariat. . . " 7
Before many more monthe were to pass, the editor would te
aévocatinz many of the same measures which he had dercunced
when the Ponullsts sronsored them.
He retained his view that not only the capltalist was
responsible for the situation, but the consumer as well, and

to thlis duo he added a third resoonsible factor, Twils finsl

element which macde the trust a vossipillity was labor. All

81v14d., June 21, 1300.

29
Itid., September 19, 1900.



three were zbsolute essentials anc comblneé they formed a
trust. Unfortunately, "hite di1d not elazborate on labor'e
role as he did the consumer's., He flatly and emphatically
stated, however, that lsbor shared in the :ullt of the trusts,
if zuilt there was.BO

By 1JC0 iif.ite had further reason to éistrust the trusts
when he became convinced that they were the chlief Lindrance
to the passage of the Puerto Rican free trade measure which
he conegidered a wise and humenitarian piece cf legislaticn.
He considered their actions and sttitudes on the matters
ignorant, and dengerous to thelr own best interests. He was
uneasily aware that the stand which some truste hed taken on
the matt=r wi.s economically motivated and he felt that the
Republicans should most certainly fail to supvort business
in such a stand.Bl

Between 1399 and 1300 White had been engased intermit-

tently in vritinz & Yook entitled Stratasems and Spoils. This

book was a collection of storles wnich reflected hls philosophy
during hie early years ac the editor of the Gazette. He ridi-
culed the Popullsts and their vrogzram. He sgtated that le;is-
lation could not offer any solution for the 1ills of our society,

indeed, 1t mivnht actually prcve harmful to undertake cuch

1ri4., June 22, 1900.

31
Inid., Jarch 1, 1900,
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action. He did not ccnsider legislative reform of business
of sufflcient importazrce to discuss since he considered such
a course both cdangerous =nd unnecescsary. Tre problems which
confronted America could best be met by workins toward a more
enlizntened electorate which weould eend "“.cod men" into pub-
1ic offices, and, coincidentelly, mogt of the gcod men were
Republicans.32 By the time that this book was published in
1901 White hsd almcst comoletely reverced his views on these
n2tters and throuch his friendship with the new President,
Roocevelt, he had become much more liberal in his political
and social philosocphy. There was no evicence of rls current
increasing:ly liberal attitudes 1in his tock. It represented
Wr:ite in his most conservative earliy yvears befcre the turn
cf trne century.

After slx years c¢f extoliling the virtues of business
men White stated editorially that they were as tlind and as
foollsh as the Popullists had been at the heisht of their
folly. Once more 1t was a case of the editor deploring excess
wnere it exlsted, or sometimes where he 1imagined 1t existed.
Busiress men had become "all swelled up with vanity. They

imai-ine thsit money 1s bi.zer than covernment, Tevond ccntrol
B J 2 5 ’ A ’
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end an entlrely indecendent creation." \hite went a step
further and not only ac.used buslnese of 1. 'norance and vanity,
but alsc of corruption.33

His wrath n-d finally been fully aroused by the realiza-
tion that money had freguently »urcrased laomunization from
lesislation, Both trust majinates and Pouvulists were recloning
without taking into ccneideration the "eound racial honesty of
the An. 'lo-Suxon peoprle. Wnoever rests hls case on corruption,
be he Porulist c¢r trust me.nete, is a stupld fellow vwho has a
grent lesson to leairn, and teacning 1s expensive."Bk

Altticu h he was for the moment disilllusioned with busi-
ness men, he retained ris feith in the Revubdllcan party to
ri:ht matters. He gwoke for nis party and claimed that they
were seekin: a system of control and rezulation. Such re-ula-
tion or business wovld be accomnlished by occasional examina-
tions of tuslnees organizations, a course which was naturslly
ovpocsed by wWull Street. He bhoed no faith in the atrility of
the Democruts tc decl with such 2 delicate economic proeblem.
The Democrate would confiscate and ruin the truste, destroy-
inr prosmerity and business alike. The edltor did not advcceate
the extreme of 2bolition of trusts, but he had rinally ceclsred

himself for effective and immecdéi:te regulation,?D

53
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Write's declsion wze undoubtedly influenced bty his
close associlution with Theodore Roosevelt wro was expressing

very similar statemsnte, «nd suvch friends cs Ida Tarbell,

Lincoln Steffens, «nd Ray Stzuncrd Beker, McClure's iiagszine
had bte=sun a series cf reform articles =and whille VWhite never
really becsme a muckraker tirese wrliters were his close friende
and he resvected their views. Hls accoclationeg with these

veople further convinced him thu:t the "malefactors of great

o

wealth" must te curbed.3
After 'cKinley'e aseagein. tion the Wnite Hougce was
"erowded witn penple, mossii refcrmers, all day lons,"J7 Ir
this is overghtating the case a little, 2t least the new
Preclcéent coulé accurately e rezurded es extremely friend-
ly to the reform g¢rour. Lincoln Steffens, a muckraker and a
close friend of William Allen Wnite, suirested to the editors
of McClure's that Wilte te retzined to write a series of
articles discuesing corrunticn in the state governments, This

serles was to be a follow-up riece to Steffens!' series on

4]

corruption in our city politics.
White never did write any real rmuckraking articles in
the full serce of that word. HKe was constitutlicnally end em-

otionally 111 equipped to do so because of “is cptimistic,

jgonnscn, Write's Aperics, p.137-133.

37,

Lincoln Steffens, The Autolbio:ravh. of Lirco
(New York: Hurcourt, Breace and Co., 1331), pu. 02-
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gentimentsl outlook on 1life. He 6ic¢, however, mske half-
rearted attempt to write such a series of articles for the
Saturday Eyenin:: Poct, These erticles amcunted to little
more trhan a eulc 'y of Thecdure Rooseveltls actliong in the
anti-trust ncverent, Roocevelt was the "attorney of tre

veople," leuding them in thelr firt aszainst the "barons of

M
(638 L"'

rl.h finance "~ 4 year later he wrote an article on Eoose-
velt end nls succecssful prosecutlicn of the vpostzl fraués.39
Iloct of trese crticleg were movre concerned with glorifying

Rcosevelt than in ex»nosinz evil ané corrugtion.

3

Althou 'h thie editor was never 2 very enthucsicstic
muckrsker rim<elf he d1d learn e great dezl from the reform-
ers =nd they were instrumental 1n openin.: nls eyes to the

© A

need for gome :overnment regulsatlons of business, Althoush
trege veonle rere mig werscenal friends and he admired them
and resmected thelr views he eventually cnre to share the
President's views cn them 2and in time became 2 1little irrit-
ated with trelr consbtant rammerin:- on evil, Wvite and Rnose-
velt felt th=t tece reopnle were seelin.; only the filth in

society.ho Nonethelecs, the reformers were & very imvortoent

38Y.A. imite, "The Politicians: Our Hired iltn at §ashn-
in.ton, " Saturday ~ypp}p3m§g§£, v, 175, (¥ar. 14, 19@3), po.1-3;
"The Brain Trust," Ibid., v. 175, (karch 21, 1903), po,1-3;
"The Ealance—qneet of the Session," Ibid., v. 175 (Har, 2
po.8,9,22,23; "The President" Ikid., v. 17) (Aoril &, 1
po. L,;,lk' "The Fair Pley Depurtient," Ivid., v. 175 (May
1bié

np. 1-2; "Swinzing Around the Circle Withh noosevelt,

Py

v. 175 (June 27, 13C3), vo. 1-2. vpassim.

W. A, White, "rRoosevelt and the Fostal Frauds," licClure's
Mac-azine, v. 23 (September, 12C%), po. 526-=520.
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element in the editorla swin:; away from the laissez faire

o

theory of :overnment toward Tusiness,

By 1702 the editor had become thceroughlv inured to
the 1dea trat wealth needed regulation and hLis first outburst
of hurt inci n=tion &nd dlsillusionment fave way to = mcre
¢o~hlstlicated ard cynical cttitude toward biz businecs. He
vrote:

A new element has entered into the Arericzn govern-—
ment: It is the financial &nd industrial cor .oration,

It hes a part in the government . . . &nd controls in a
mezeure the laws and customs which wffect corsorations

e « o o he powers wnich trke cor or .tions have they ot
from the people . o . . Senslble psowle nc lon.er row
excited over the fact that corpor.tions help to shape
legislution o o o o o o o they see that the part taxen
ty corvnorate iniluence 1s not nececssarily unieirly taken,
nor for unfair measures . . . . Dealing wilth intricate
finencial =znd industrial provlems reguires a teciinical
knowled.e and an acumen not nossessed by Lhe evera:e man
and hence i1s not reflected in the cvercze lesiclstlive

me jority throu.h the ordinary course cf popul.r <overn-
ment, EHence the chan;;e in the fcrm of government, un-
coneclously, from pvowvular to party =overnmment in which
the corporetion rlays & perfectly le~itimste, aclmost
onen-h:nded vart,

It is not corrupt relitics, No one 1s bribed., Trere
is no lobby. It 1s ell perfectly rezulor znd thoeroushly
esteblished., The money contributed by corvorations is
used by comrnittees in a2 simnle lecitimate way; 1t 1s a
matter of publlic record and no wron< is done anyone, The
thin. about the system whnich glves nervous peovle a shock
1s the fact th:.t the people no lonser have cll the power
they had uncder the Constitution. That is gone and will
never come back till the veople ;;row wise enoush to handlg,
the new conditicns wieely, and justly, and intelll-ently. "

This editoeriasl betr-ve ecme of Wnite's most consistent

characteristics. He &lwaye anrroved of Dusliness men and their

Ey
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methods 1in handlin:; affairs wracticzlly. He also had glways
tetrayed a tendency to accept and clin. to the status quo.
Now that tre bureiness men were firmly estzollished in our
covernment the editor was satiasfied to uccert the situation
and to mske the best of it, Thnls r=zevect vhich he alweys
seemed to hold for the etatus quo seems to have been his
anchor on a scene wnich soretimees shifted too ra2»idly for
the country editor's tastes.

Shortly after Roocevelt became President he male clecr
his position on the trust questlion «nd ©ig business in this
country, He sunported government re-vlchtions over all biz
business combirations engcyed in interst:te commerce. He
stated that he wanted to maintaliln & position somewhat between
that vosition estavlished by tne reactionaries and the ex-
treme pro:reseives, and would like to nrotect the "zood"
truste while exuosing the "bad trusts.‘e The editor was ex-
tremely rleased that the President was taking a stand enalncest
predatory combinations, an zttitude thest he considered "amost
courazeous and worthwhile." When Roosevelt had heen in office
for almost a year Write wrote an annilversary article in which
he praised his friend and rejoiced that the Presicent had not

proven to be tre proverblisl bull ir the china snop which unkind

ho
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covenents hzd predicted. licrecver, Roocsevelt hcd kept his
sharp eye on tusiness and the pecple alike. "The President
takes pains to show honor to the messes, even 2;iainst tae
classes."uz

No more con-enial administration could pocssibly have
orecented itcelf to the editor than that of Roosevelt. He
w28 havpy to be consldered a memnber of that distinct group
w-ich believed in "concerv:tive p:c*c,;;ress."iM Ee hod been un-
esslly aware during the LMcKinley adminlistratiocn that there
w2s an understanding betveen the Rerubllicans in rower and
wall Street that there would be nc tampering with the trusts.
He wzs wlezsed and satisfied thut Roosevelt was breaking this
vnholy cllience and that now the underetandin:g was off. He
wrote that the fact thzat "certain truste" hod contributed

o~ 1

hezvily to the Rewnublican cauoaicn in 1890 and sgain in 1900
wourld imnmose no oblig=tions on Presicdent Roosevelt.45
By 1302 1t h=zd been definitely estublished that Roosevelt
and Wnite ayreed fully in their views on the trusts, 1Indeed,
wherever the edlitor's views iniint have differed slisntly in
the vast, he oulckly altered them to m:tch the Roccevelt lilne.
He ¢{raclously deferred to the President's views on all mctters

of domestic interect in these ye-rs, so deep wos his affection

and admiration for hin.

b
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Wnen he wss assured that Roocevelt sgresd vith his in-
creasingly liberal views on combinations in industry, he felt
free to unleach more criticicm of the trusts. It seeme, how-
ever, th- -t the editor would hcve been much more vociferous in
kils denunci:.ticns of businegs cuombin: ticns if it h:d not teen
for rHoosevelt's coumevhat rmoderating influence. ailthicu.h Wnite
was now fully convinced of the predatory cesvects of many of
the trucste, he ssesrsured his readers tnat Rocsevelt'!s rotise
to brinz thece "crutes" to the helter was sufflcient ascursnce
cf *is future rlcons. He decl:red th:t crase wealth was drunk
with power, but held th t Roocsevelt wcoculd curb the selfish
inestincts of t= e monnﬁolists.ub

Willi:m Allen Wnite was very f-vor Lly lapressed by Ida
¥. Tarbell's Lok

, The History of tie Stincard Cil Co.imanv,

He felt th=:t 11 ¢iscussicn cf the trust vroblem prior to the
nublication of tiils bork could te comp-red to a seventeenth
century €iscussicn of witchceraft, cdue to the public's previcus
iznorance cf tre real facts. He termed trls a sericus ccntri-
bution to our economic literature, and a scientific treatment
of the facts, He once more ably cet fcrth the prevalent think-

in; of the grass-rosts sand micfdle cless America,

viite, "Cne Yeor o " S:turdey Fvenin
October 4, 1302),
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Mies Tartell heas no prejudices, nc theory to prove,
no noliticel ”T“iti n to yr=tily, no clients to satisfy,
Sre 1is geekinz Tacte &nd interpreting trhem in truth.
Lige T-rbell With her hictory will ¢éo more %o solve the

“ruct proolem oy cefininz it th-n any writer or ctetes-
m2n has €one to Zute, o . . . . o the plalin, scientific
focte evtout trusts are cget down carefully and eanely

. « « o Tre country owes her a Gekt of srotituce.™(

In 19C3 White wze concerned lest Grover Cleveland re-
celve tre Ternccr .tic nominstion in 1904, He wus convinced
that J. Piervont lMorgan =nd Viell Street 1interests were back-
ins this c=2ndidzete in o sinister nove o unseat Rocecevelt
wrnom tiey feared., He feared th:t 1f the mcve wus tu prove
successful, and Cleveland was reelected, all of the gocd
work wrilch roosevelt andé the hervuuvllicans had done on the

(B4

trust iccue wicht bte unéone.ko The rumor proved falee and

the e€ditor never referred to the matter c.ain,

The r.ilroade had besun to receive theilr share cof critic-

ism from the editcr. He had voluntsrily surrerndereé his an-
nuzl railroqd nase, a vrivilecse witich he hed always enjoyed
and made ruch use cf, with the comment thet free railro:=d
-
vieses were, "one of the thinss that((don't))sgo with ne. V7
After he had done thie he felt more free to criticize chuses
nich he saw irn the railrosds. He was suspicious cf the in-

creasinsly larse v=rt the roads plaved in the stzte government.

L i
‘7Empor1a G-zette, Novenber 13, 1902,

Lg_. .
Icid., July 2, 1303.
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Johnson, Sfelected Letters, p. 52,
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Ee conceded that they mlnt Rave some buglresg in politiecs
Juet as any citlizen ¢id, '"but th~t tusiness should ke for
50

self defense only." Ee asserted that the rails had been

treated falrly ty the Heputlican regimes and had ;rown

etezdliy in vower during Rerublican acdninistrations, and that
row they were tryins to use thiis acquired pcwer to interfere
in rolitice. Ee called such encroachment "mishty noor judg-
ment and the kind of dom_neerin. that makes Populists."51
In all of his increacing criticism of the ralillroads in this
veriod he alvays exemopted cne line from any wrongdoing, the

! . 1 . - 3
Sunta Fe. Tne Sunta Fe, W-ite commented later, had for ten

and had mide friends by such a

b
-
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years rzept out of polii

-
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courege, unlike other lines whc "have been in it to their ears."
In 1702 President huosevelt launched a svilt aceinst

the Northern Securities Comnany, a holdiny conpuny formed by

the Northern Pacific and CGreut Nortnern Railroads. After

two vears this case reached the Suwreme Court of the United

States and on k-.rch 14, 1904, they honded down their ¢ecision,

The Court ruled that the Northern Securities Compeny was an

illeral combinaticn in restraint of trade, HKoosevelt declared

that "the power to €eal with industrisl monovoly =nd supress

BOEmpOPia Garette, June 1%, 1303,

511bid., July 2, 1903.

e
Johnson, Selected Letters, p. 69.
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it and to control ané rezulate ccwbinstlions, of wnich the
Kri:nt Case had deprived the Federal Gevernmernt, was thus
restcred to it by the Nortnern Securities Case."23
Of ccurse Wililem Allen Wnite wrs pleased and proud
that "Roosevelt!s coce" vias been won. Hw wrote of the de-
cision:

The victory of the naticnal sdministration over
wh:t President Roogevelt hogs often seen 1t to call
the "wealt'y criminal classes" is one thzt snhould
strengtnen the falth of Rewublicans. Thne cefeat of

he merser 1s rore than a victory for Presicdent
Foosevelt. He started the suit; heo urged 1t arainct
all tre viclous gscaults that the vicious element of
crganized wealth covld mzke on him. The President
had :océ ccurace =nd ocd sence 1n all the contest,
but if tke Rewublicen v-rty, which his practically
had the nsmins of the Anerican courts for the vast
twenty-five yenrs, ané has had charee of the ovublic
sentiment of the country--1f the kewublican varty

had Treen recreant in a2ll these yezrs the rpeonle would
have lost. The contest was essentially 2 victory of
the Reputlican n=srty. It should teach the rallroads
one thning; th:t 2z-randizement 1ls the most dangerous
position for a corpor:ticn to take. The railroad
gshovld te in volitics for defense and defense crly,
mnd not to control volicies. . . . In Kansas Just now
the reilrozde coentrel more thorou:hly than they ever
did before. They head the national delegation to the
hevublican conventicn, and the very men who wers most
Ditter :sainet Roosevelt for nis fiht on the merser
ave the enployers of the heads of the Kansacs dele:.tlion
to Chicago, The rallroads dominsted the committee on
credentials «t the Reoublican cocnventicn . . . . The
pecule demzné of the executive th-t 1t stand zg Roose-
velt staonds, for the peonle and asalinst railroad agz-
~randizement, Ok

53

Roosevelt, Autobiorravbv, bp. 423-430.

54

Emporia Cazette,iarch 17, 19Ck.
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The edltor continued nis opwosition to railrcudi inler-
ference in politics in wener:=l =nd in dsansas in vartlculer,
He accused tihiem of electin: corrunt politiciuns like Senator
Bartcn of Karsas to off'lce; he blamed the railroads for the
cdefeat of fine candicdutes like Governscr Stanley., He predict-
ed thut the activities of the H-rrin-n lnterests in building
up political "rsilro:d machines" wos -uving to result in anti-
rallro:d le;islation becouse the wrath cf the peonle has teen
aroused zt their niisn hinded tuctics. Once &gain he admonish—-
ed the r21l lines tou emulate the voilcles of the Eenta Fe
wiich "doesn't meddle in politics excevt for self defense,
Why don't otlier roods do the same? Wy not let thie teonple

run thelr own politics?"55
At the cloce of 190k Vrite had beccme a "full blown nro-

gressive."56 He no lon:er wavered in his treatment of American
industrisl combinations. He vociferously acvocated zoverrment
surervision ard regulaticn cof bi; wueciness. He hsd at one
time reluctantly ccnceded that the cormecration, like the reil-
road, hod a riznt to interfere 1n »nolitics in a defensive
capacity. Now he wrote of such interference: "#¥hen a corncra-

tion ;;ets into pollitics it h:s to uze trnse weapons of cffense

and defense that the Lord siives 1t; in that way it 1s like

o1v1d., Avril 21, 190k.

o
Jotnson, %hite's America, =v. 142-1-9. vassim.
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the humble, but much resrected skunk."57 On one fine spring
day whille commenting edliterially on the Jjocys of 1living he noted
thet durln.; that week the House of Kerresentztives had rass-
ed 319 pencion tills in two hcoure, "And thaet was better than
5%

passing cre b1ll to 8id & trust."~” Tr1s was quite a derxarture
In one srort decade from his stron; beliefs in the self-
sufficiency of the individual, and the danjers of Scclazliem
wvnich lay in the aid from the government wrnich Popullst and
Democratic "fgilures" had been seekingz.

The optimictic editor found & heasrtening incident on
the nati-nal scere, A union hud haod one of 1its cwn menbers
arrested for slu..lng a scab, American Federation of Lator
President, Szmuel Gompere, endorsed the stund ¢f the union
and the editor s.reed witn him tn.t the cnly way to win
strikzes was for a labor union to remain within the law, ‘hite
found the actions of tre unlion even more meritorious in thre
1i:;ht of the bad examrle wiich had been set for them by the
corvoratlouns vihich frequently tock the l:zw 1nto their own
hznds, or distcrted it tc eult their vuroccses, arnd yet fre-
quently emerpged victorious from legal scuebhles. He predict-
ed; "In the end the cor—orations will fail . . . . Every day

in this world men who work with their hands are rising in
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tne scale of sccial «nd esconomlc importance tecause of
thelr ment:1 =nd moral strength, . . . Thece words are writ-
ten by one vno bellieves that ultim.tely the laborers of thils
land will come 1lntca broader grnuare in the .20cd Snings of
this lend,no?

Only once 1n nis pro reseive ye.rs Gid Wilte revert to
tre monster truet, -né even succeed 1in comretlition with them,
Since tnis occasion wac the busiregg anniversary of a close
friend, a successful, celf-made man, Wilte's words on this
occasion canrot be consicdered toco el:nificant, or indicative
of hig feelln,;s nn bi:y business in ;jeneral. The edltor de-—
cl:red thot thoush 1t had been szid trhat the doors of busi-
ness were closed to the individuzls by the combinutions of
greazt canltel, A, O. Rorabvau;h, a Lansas merchent, hed pro-
ven thls to Le falce. "Tie personul element enters into
success. nls ig the way 1t wus in the beglinning, and 1t 1is
tiie way 1t will be wnen the curtain fslis, no motter what
lawg, or trusts, or combinaticrs come up. Energy will win
if 1t 1s well dlirected, MNotrin,; can overcome this rule of

.
human conduot."co
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Trecdore Rnoosevelt received the Reuubllican nomina-
tion for Presifent in 1304, 7Tnis was exvected and there
w:s no real fi:;nt in the convention, \Wixlte, of cource, hod
been workin: soletly toward this end for seversl years and
wae elated nov thzt hle 1éo1l could become President in his
ovn ri-ht, To tie editor thne chief force to coubat in the
election w.g the money wover ww-lilch he feltl was ceexlinyg the
defeat of Roosevelt. The main thneme in White's suvpport
of Roosevelt in this camrpai.n wee that tre President'!s elec-
ticn wzg necessary 1T the vrosecution of the trusts wee to
be continued.

W.lte felt tiizt onliy Roosevelt and the Helublllcans
cculd noneetly und efficlently enforce the anti-truct lavs,
The zreat vroblem before the contry wes the distritution
of wezlth.

The rTroblem faclir: tue country which demsnds ad-
Justment ig the oroblem concernin. tre equitable fic—
triboticn of wealth pilin: up in this country . . . .
Whien o m:n <vne more thon a millicn ke 1s using th
curclus to uvrorote ;reat dezis in wnich there are un-
fair profiits. Theze profits coue ouvt cof someone——
partly out of the l:tLcrere at the factory,,%artly
out of the general puvlic., Tris 1is wvong.b

Write wae juvilant at Rcosevelt's election. Ee szid

that Roosevelt hod pow led trhe Revbullcan p=rty awzy from

the iecues of the nineties, away from the provlems concerned

61, .-
Itid,, November 2, 13CH.
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Il

with the accurulation ol vealth toward oroblens th:t were
concerned witn the ecultable &istritution of wealtn, The
trust wroblem could te attacked scrnely and without malice.
Johnecn, Wrlte's blo: rapher, states that thls was so close
to Roosevelt's views trat White was zrobetly paravhrasing
£o

one of treilr conversations,®~

By 1505 Willilam Allen VWhite cuvnported =ro:ressive
vrincivles so thorou-nly that he suprorted a <tate cwned re-
finery. In 1905 Kansas rad an oil boom. Governor E., W, Hoch,
to off-eget the Standard 0il Compary's monoocly established
a state refinery as a way of checkiny trhat comnany's rates.
When the Stand-rd Cil Comwvany sou-ht to vlace an ad in the
Emnoria Gazette to present thelr side of the case, Wahlte re-
fused, He wvote them: "I do not wicth to be a Prharisee in
tnls matter, and yet 1t seems to me that in view of tre st.nd
that the state of Kancas as a state has taken in regarl to the
Standard, it would not te ri:sht for me as a citizen to talZe
tie other clde-—-even to the extent of printing vour ccvy mark
advertlsin;--of the controversy for a fee.63 Ida Turbell

Joined wWhite ard Governor Hoch in theilr successful fi hat to

Writel's America, ro. L1L5-146

— [Py

Johnson,

Johnson, Selected Letters, ». 67.
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establish tre state refinery, ord VWnite observed that Kansa
hed acted in the interests cf all America a_-alnst unfair
mono~ollies in this matter.élL

After the Repuvlican victoery in 120k the editor no
longer feared that government regulation would lead to tyranny.
He was conficdent that under the lesdersrtin of Roosevelt, tne
United States could rezulate tre forces of ~reed and exploita-
tion without endan;ering individuzal liberties. Furthermore,
he optinistically contended that the nation was in the grip
of a morel awaXenin; crass wealth anc vested interests were
teln:s driven from the polifical scene, Not only did big
business have the 4uty to conduct lteelf morally, but emall
businecc men and the middle-class alsoc chared in this respon-
sibility.65

Wnite had run the full gamut in the decade from 1895
untll 1205 from a ccneervative, laissez falre attituce tc-
ward businese, to a procressive, benevolent attitule of re-
gulation for the -reatest s#ood of all. He was cnce more in
the familiar pesitlon of advocatin; policies which he had
devlored in the hands of the reformers, Ponulists, and Demo-

crats, now that euch policiess were advocated by respectable

Republicans, the great middle-class, und honest business men,

&4

Johnson, Wnitel!s America, p. 149

6_,-
9vv*ite, "The Golden Rule," Atlantic Monthly, v. ¢6
(October, 1905), pp. L33-%L1, paseim,




BIBLICSRAPRICAL ESSAY

Because of the n-tvre of the rroblem with wkich this
peper cCealg, the newsnaver files of the Emporia Cazette were
the most important sovrce matericls used. Thece were avail-
eble on microfilm st the Michlisan Stete Collere Licrary.
Unfortun=ztely, there were several gaps of a few weeks or a
few months in the early coznies of this pacer, vsrticularly
in the year 1Z297. This writer wss atle to £1l11l in scme of

these omlegslions with the microfilined copies Oof the Guarette

and some of the Write letters which were avalleble at the
University of Chicagzo.

Wnitel!'s letters were an interesting source and cest
edditionel lisnt on his vrivate opinicns and affairs. These

were avallavle in %Walter Johnson's Selected Letters of

Williem Allen Write (New York: enry Holt, 1947). Elting
E. licrieon's collection of Theodore Roosevelt letters, The

Years of Prenzration, Vol. II (Cambridie: H-rverd University

Press, 1951) was a little less imnortant but equally inter-
eeting in thet 1t revealed Roosevelt'!s relationship with
Wniite more clearly.

Whlte's many bocke endé ma-<szine articles were an in-
valuavle gcurce, Of prrime import was his Autotio-:ravnhy
(New Yorx: Lachillen, 1946) which is zn excellent end full

account particularly of his errly yeors, and an equally fine
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20Kks by Wolte whicn rendered
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plcture of kis time. Otnsr
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much informztion were The Real Iscsue (Cricago: Wey and

Willlams, 1&3¢) end Stratacems and Svcils (New York: Serilb-
ner's, 1901).

1

A Bivliosraphy of fre Publiched Works of Willi-m Allen

whnich was first putlished in the Konsas Historical Quarterly

and then reorinted in vpamrhlet form; vas a great convenience.
W¥illiam L. W-ite, trhe son cf William A, Wiite was interviewed
by this writer when he visited the Michis=n State College
campus in 1350 and was alkle to zive scme valu:zitle advice on
the v:11d8ity (in his opinion) of certain Ttio rsnhlss written
about his fathier and fhe location cof sume source materiel,
Some of the moct interesting and informative journal
articles by the editor were "Hannea," wrich was publlished in
NMcClure's (Noverber, 1300), "McKirley and Eannz," il the

Saturday ELveninz Post (Larch 12, 1204), "What the West Thinks

of Wall Street Now," in Colliers (November 2%, 1903), and

lm

"The Dollar in Folitics: Some Modern lietnods in Populer Nis-
zovernment," which arresred in the Saturday Fvenin. Post

(July 2, 120L4), He wrote a series for the Saturday Eyenin:

J'Q

Post wnhich wes gurnvcesedly an attemot &t muckrakin:, The best
of theee articles were "The Politiclans: Ovur Hired Men at
Neshington, " (March 14, 1903) and "The Reorwanlization of the
Reputlican Party," (December 3, 1504), The rest cf the arti-

cles in the series were mevely a chronicle cf Tccsevelt!s
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successes as President. One cf his best merazine articles
and one which was widely gquoted was "Cuban Recloroclty—-A

(ceztemker, 13502).

U 1

Meral Issue," in [icClu

Autocio:ranhies of some of White's contemvnoraries, men
wno were nis frilends, were valuatle scurcec for backsround
raterisl as well se Jrecentine.g Cifferent asrects <r the edi-
tor tiarcush ancther verson's eyes. The best c¢f these were
Foosevelt'g Autobio raphy (New York: Scribner's, 1323) and

1

“e Autobio ranhy of Lincoln Steffens (New York: Harcourt,

t\)

Brace, 13,1). Bio-raghics were valueble for the same reaccius.

Some cof thege vere Charles S, Olcottl'!s Life of Williem McKinley,

2 vol. (New York: Eouchton, Mifflin, 1217), Joseph B. Bichools
] 3 2 2 h

rn
-3

Theolore R-oosevelt and Hi ime, 2 vol, (New York: Scribnerle
bl J

122C), Thomas Eeert's The Life of lark Honns, Hertert Croly's

Marcus Alcnzo Eunno, His Life ené Work, and Henry F. Pringle's

+3

heodore Fcocevelt (New York: Huarcourt, Brace, 1931), Special

attentlon should te pzid to Wglter Johneon's ccmorehensive

biowraphy William Allen Wnitels America. W2iles this is &n
) b

excellert account of White and his work it tends to paint en-
tirely too favoreble a picture of iWkite and treats him more
from the stundpoint of his published works than his dzy to
dsy writinss in the Gpzette., In shcrt, 1t 1is too chnaritsble
and presents the porular view of Wiite as a wise seer ard
typical country editor. Unpublished materiels presented in-
teresting information but nct much that was new or imvortant.

An excention tc this was Fenstad Trondbyl!s "Politicsl Philosovhy
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of William Allern Wnite," (Uriversity of Chicaso, 19:22),
Pn, D, diessertation, Unfortunztely, thile work fezlt with
ris pclitical ohrilosoviy in his later, more liberal yaars

found in John D.
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An excellent account of
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Populist volt, A History of tre Fermev's alliance

P = —_—— Ll

and the Peonle's Party (Minnespolis: Unilversity of Minnesota,
1931). Herold U. Frulkner's Trhe Zusst For Social Justice,

199L-1914 ) Vol, XI in Arthur i, Schlesinger and Dixon R, Fox,

ed., A Eictory of A-ericen Life, 13 vols.,, (New York: Lac-

Millan, 1943) deale with certain phases of our economic and

social history ac does Mark Sullivan's Tae Turn of the Cen-

tury, Vol, I in Qur Times, Tte United Stotes, 1200-1325, 6

vols, (New Ysrk: Scribnert's, 13927). An irvortant econcmic

history 1is Fuuliner's Tre Declipne of L=iscez Faire, 1397-1317,

Vcl, VII of The Econcnic History of trie United Stotes (New

York: FEFinehart, 1991). Eaymond Curtis Liller's unvublished
Magter!s thesis and Ph, D, dicgsertation were excellent gac-
counts of Kanses and Porullsm in the dccade zt trhe turn of

the century. These were "The Economic Basis of FPopuliem in
Kansae," (University of Cricazo, 1323) 2nd "The Porulist Party
in Kansas," (University of Cnicago, 1S22). These w-re v=ry
valuable scurces for mcterial acout the économic nilstory and
the political unrest in Kansas during Ww-ite's ecrly yeare,

James Ford Rhodee! work, The lclinley and Eoosevelt Adminis-—

trations (New York: The Liacliillsn Co., 1922) also rravided
luable packisround inforustion avout the years vith which

thhils theslis desls.,
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Wolter 21llis! The l'ortisl Snirit {Cambridge: River-

glde Prese, 1%71) 1s a lively and important acccunt of the
Svanlsh-Armerican War and Julius W, Pratt's Exvoencioricts of
17222 i1s a valuable treatment of the imverialist urge w-ich
swent cur count}y at that tine.

Frark W, Taussly's werks ceal with the tariff history
of the vperiod exhsustively. The most inform=tive of these

were Sume Asrects of the Tariff Question (Cambridgue: Harvard

University Prese, 1931) and Trze Tarliff History of tre United

7

Stetes (New York: G. P, Putnam's Sons, 1923). The trusts

are atly dezlt with by John ooy in hie Thie Truth About the

Truets (New York: 1oody Fublishing Co., 1904) end irn Ica M,

Tarrell's The Nationzlizing of Busiress, Vol. IX in A History

L

of A~ericon Life (New York: Naclillan, 133¢).

Other works wnich were consulted and yielded informs-
tion which for the purrocses of this peper was of a more con-

ventional nnture, were:
BOCKE

Barr, Eiizabteth N, A St= rdarﬁ _History of Kaneas arné Kersars.
Vol. II, Edited Hy W, E. Connelley, Cricago: American
ock Cu., 1933,

Becker, Carl., Zcsavs in Arerican History Dedicated to Fred-
erick Jackeon Turner. New York: Eenry Eolt arnd Co., 121C.

Clouzh, Frank C. William Allen VWhite of Emnoria. New York:
Whittlesey House, 19%4C.

Cochran , Thomas C. and William klilller, The Ace of Zntervrice:
A Sociznl History of Infustriazl Americ.. New Ycrk: Tne
lackillan Co., 10kLc,
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Connelly, Vv. E. A History cof Kensas Newegvapers. Tcopeka:
Torexa Publisnine H-ouse, 1916.

Fitz.ibtton, R. H, Forts Years or Main Strect. New York:
Farrar and Rinebart Inc., 1337.

Gruerin., Frnest, Thece United States. New Yorx: BEoni
pno Livericht, 1y23.

Hacker, Louis M. (ed.). The Shavins of tlLe Arerican Tradi-

tion. New York: Cclumoia University Press, 1y=7.
Hill, H,yward C. Eoocevelt cnd the Crrivtesn., Chicaso! The
Univereity of Chicapc Prees, 1327.

(“

Lockhort, Earl G, I" Vocation, by Erinent Anericans, New

York:s H, W. wilson Co., 1333,

Kanin, Helen O.cen, The Editor end His Fenrle, New York:
Tne Machillan Co., lyck,

ills, Frederick C. Ecunomic Tende:cies in the United Strtes.

New Yorx:; Nationa l Buredu of mcwncigic fescurch, 1lJ352.

Parrin.;ton, Vernon Louls., Tne Beginninss of Critical KHe:tlism
in Aﬁgglgg, 1%c0-1 9”“. Vol. ILL, liin Currente in

srerican Taoushit., Hew YorX: Harcourt, Brace and Co.,1930.

Richardson, Jomes D, A Ccmrilation »f the lMessages and Pavers
of tre Preglcente, Voul, IX, Waszington D.C.: Bureau of
Netioral Literature end Art, 1910,

Stanwooé, Egward., American Tariff Controversies 1n the Nine-
teenth Century. 2 vols, Boston: Hougnton, Mifilin Ce.,
1905.

Tarbell, Ida M. Trhe Toriff in Cur Time. New York: The Mac-
Lillad Co., 1911,

Taussiy, Frenk W, Free Tp2de, the Tariff, =nd Recivrocity,

New York: Tre laciillan Co,, 1927,

Webl, Walter Preecstt. The Creat Plairgs, New York: Ginn
aréd Co., 1331,

Wnite, Willizom Allen, The Court cf Borviile, New York:
Doubleday and McCiure Co., 1879.
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