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CHAPIER I.

EMERSON'S LIFE, HIS PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE, AnD HIS RELATION 10 HIS TIMES.

Since Emerson's critiocism of American literature is so closely
interwoven with his philosophy of life, and since, in turn, his
philosophy of life depends to a great extemt on the times in which
Re lived and on the external events of his own life, any real under-
standing of this oritioism demands a brief biographiocal, historical,
philosophiocal introduction.

Ralph Waldo Emerson was born in Boston in 1803, Although there
had been several ministers among his forebears, the common idea
(originated by Oliver Wemndell Holmes) that the Emerson family had
produced only ministers for seven generations is erroneous, as Holmes
himself admitted. - However, evem if Emerson's ancestors were not
all Puriten ministers, at least they all were Americans - ploneers
and patriotse Emerson's heritage by birth was almost purely America: .
His father was one of the new liberal ministers who helped to discard

Celvinism by ignoring it, William Emerson edited The Monthly Anthology

for over & yeer end through that magazine became associated with
Buckminster, Kirklend, Channing, Andrews Norton, John Quinocy Adems, and
Richard E, Dana. ) This seme interest in new literature and in & more
liberal theology was contimued in his son. William Emerson died in 1811
and whatever influence he might have had if he had lived died with him,
At the time William Ellery Channing, the great Unitarlan minister,

became the"demiurge of Boston and the counsellor of the people,® and

1, Fe I. Carpenter, Emerson, Introduction, p.xii,

2, George W. Cooke, Ralph Weldo Emerson, p.ll.




e
his influence lasted for three decades, There was a definite

shift in religion at this time, and the America of the Mathers began
to evolve into the America of Emerson. The old New England Calvinigm
was being replaced by a more optimistic and less harsh religion.
Channing was arousing Boston from her long and unproductive sleep under
the reign of Puritanism, By 1821 Channing was one of the foremost men
in the country, and his influence on Emerson was tremendous, Without
Chaming, Unitariamism would mever have swept over New England as it did.
Also, Channingts Unitarianism spread beyond the narrow limits of religion
to embrece politiocs, literature, education, ethies, As Blankenship says:
"But Chamning more than summarizes the Unitarian movement. In his in-
sistence on the divine right of the individual to live his own life ac-
cording to the dictates of his own conscience, the prescher was the fore-
runner of such later romantios as Emerson, Thoreau, Parker, Garrison,
and Margaret Fuller, Without the ¢ mphasis on individualism eand the doo-
trine of the possibility of humen perfectibility, the romantic movement
in New England would have been a thing of appearance and not of substance,”
Chaming not only oreated a more liberal, more optimistio etmosphere
in Boston, but his belief in humen Reason encoursged education. Channing
influenced Americe (and Emerson) mot only in his insistence on individual-
ism, but in his contimous plea for an indigenous literature. This ory
was taken up years later by Emerson in his Phi Beta Eappa address on )
"The American Scholar."® Chemning believed that America should proclaim

her literary independence and free hers.elf from the bonds of conformity

3+ Van Wyok Brooks, Life of Emerson, pp.3lL,36.

L. Russell Blankenship, American Literatire, p. 28L.

2.
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to English standards. He believed that Amerioce had greater intellectual
freedom than any European counfry and therefore should be capable of
producing a great and original literature. This new literature should
be based on a new religious principle, because man's relation to God

is the most important truth in the world and it is only fitting that this
great truth should be the foundation of our national literature. >

Although Emerson was still a boy when Channing began his emancipation
of Boston, Channing'!s importance cannot be overestimated, because if he
had not broken the ground and plamted the seed, there would have been no
audience for Emerson two decades later. While Channing was preaching ine-
dividualism, Emerson was still attending schools He was a pupil at the
Boston Latin School from 1813 to 1817 in spite of great poverty at home,
for, as his aunt, Mary Moody Emerson, said, "The Emersons are born to be
educated.™ Pattee says that this poverty wes an important influence in
Emerson¥s life because it emphasized his New England frugality end mdde
both his living and his philosophy a little too narrow. .

This same aunt, Miss Mary Moody Emerson, was another important
influence in Emerson's life. Her influence on Emerson, like that of
Channing, began early and continued over a long period of years. Their
correspondence is remarkable, particulerly the exchange of their religious
viewse Her religion was intense, Calvinistic, almost too exalted, Al;l;hough
Emerson grew up into Unitarianism as opposed to his auntt's Calvinism, he
did believe that what Unitarianism lacked was some great motivating foroe

like that which lay behind Calvinisme, From their earliest years the

5e¢ William Ellery Channing, Works, I, 2ll;, 280.
6. Fred Lewis Pattee, First Cemtury of American Literatwre, p.L5l.
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Emerson boys received a great memtal stimmlus from this aunt. Waldo once
said that her influence on his education was as great as that of Greece
or Rome, and he desoribed her as a great genius and e remarkable writer, T
She held up to the boys the ideals of honesty, courage, and self-reliance.
This belief in self-reliance is one of the foundation stones of Emerson's
whole philosophy, and Miss Emerson would be important for this if for no
other reason. Emerson's belief and delight in solitude also seem. to
come from her teachings,

In spite of the faot that Miss Emerson regarded Harverd as a
hot=bed of athelsm, Emerson begg.n his college career there at the age
of fourteen and he graduated four years later, in 1821, Emerson's
Journals begin in 1820 when he was still in college and ere very im-
portant biogrephicelly because, although they do not reveal to amy great
extent what he did, they do show the begimning of the development of his
thought and style. Emerson's actual college life was somewhat of a dis-
appointment to him, His poverty kept him out of muoch of the sooclal life
of the college, and, for another thing, he was not at all well = he was a
victim of oonsumption, the same disease that later ocaused the ®dath of his
two brothers, There 1s frequent criticism of American education, stated
either implicitly or explicitly, in Emerson's Journals throughout his
entire life, Emerson did, however, admire Professor Everett and, to a
lesser extent, Professor Tickmor, but on the whole he did not have mach
respect for the Harvard faculty or the Harverd ourriculum. lLater on,

Emerson became one of the first men to object to compulsory education

7. Cooke, OE. cito’ p‘l?.



5e

8.
in the dead languages. What he learned he learned from his own-

individual point of view = that is, he selected from the books he read
only those thoughts which were of some walue to him, And even that
early his life Emerson said that writing was his greatest pleasure; already
he was tryung his hand at poetry while his journals were giving him his
start in prose wribting. In many respeots, these four years at Harvard
wore the most important, most formative years of Emersonts life even
if the college itself did not have much influence on him, During his
college career Emerson came in contact with many of the books, ideas,
and influences on which the whole structure of his own philosophy rests.

One of the most important of thesse new influences in Emerson's
America was the introduction and spread of Herman thought and philosophy.
This movement began about 1819 with the return from Germany of Tiecknor,
Bancroft, and Everett, and it was of evolutionary, not revolutionary,
growthe From this time on some direct knowledge of Kant, Fichte, Schelling, °
Goethe, and Schiller begen to seep slowly but directly into New Englend;
this same influence came in even more rapidly through the indireot but in-
oreasing foroe of deSta.e.l, Coleridge, Wordsworth, amd, later, Carlyle. 7
The greatest importance of this dissemination of German thought lay in the
faot thet it led ultimately to the development of New England Transcendentalism.
Emerson enocountered the first germs of this thought at Harvard under Everett
and Ticknor, both of whom he admired greatly. Most of these ideas Emerson
discovered for himself, however, through his own readinge From his
matriculation at Harverd in 1817 until the publication of Nature in 1836

we can trace Emerson's intelleoctual development almost step by step.

8. Essays, Second Series, Works, III,258. All references are to the Centenary

edition, unless otherwise stated,

9« Cembridge History of American Idterature, I, 332.
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By 1836 Emerson's philosophy was mature, rounded, complete, The changes
which occur in his philosophy after 1836 are changes in degree only,
not changes in prinoiples.

Emerson was well-read even before he entered college, however.
He himself said: " lhe regular course of studies, the years of
academiocal and professional education, have not yielded me better facts
that some idle books under the bench of the Latin school. What we do
hot call education is more precious than that which we do call so." o
Three of Emerson's early favorites were Montaigne, Shakespeare, and,most
important of all, Platoe At this time he was also reading histories,
memoirs, English Reviews, Tillotson, Pascal, Augustine, and Jeremy Taylor. H
Thus far Emerson liked Byron and Moore, but he was doubtful of the ex-
periments of Wordsworth and Coleridge. e Not long after this he almost
exactly reversed these opinions, Bliss Perry believes that Emerson first
became acquainted with Iamblickus and Plotinus through his aunt, Miss Mary
Moody Emerson. Perry also believes that it was Miss Emerson who first sent

her nephew to De Girandos' Histoire Gom}gar‘o des Systems de Philosophie,

an outline of Oriental and Greek philosophy, and he says that Gerando's
influence on Emerson's vooabulary and mode of thought can easily be seen.
Emerson seems to have become interested in Plato through Cudworth's True

Intellectual System of the Universe, However, Emerson acquired most of

his Pleto through the translations of Thomas Taylor, who gave a Neo-

Pletonic coloring even to Plato himself, Emerson first begen to see, on

10. Essays, First Series, Works, II, 133.

11, Cooke, op. cit., p.22.

12, James Elliot Cabot, A Memoir of Ralph Waldo Emerson, I,58

13, Bliss Perry, Fmerson Today, p.&.




reading Plato, glimpses of the contrasting forces of matter and spirit,
each and all, change and absolute.

Although Shakespeare's poetry, Montaignet!s wit, and Plato's
philosophy were undoubtedly the most important influences at this time
on Fmerson's thought and style, the list of the rest of Emerson's read-
ing is mot inoonsequential and reveals how his mind worked and in what
direction his interests lay. These other books included Homer, Aeschylus,
Sophecles, Aristophanes, Luoretius, Virgil, Horace, Jonson, Milton,
Massinger, Dryden, Cowper, Corneille, Racine, Soott, Byrom, Campbell,
Bryant, Hobbs, Descartes, Locke, Hume, Gibbon, Burke, Sismondi, Montesquieu,
Chateaubriand, Swift, Sterne, Addison, and many others, He

Although Emerson's reading and thought contimmed to develop in mmch
the same way as before, his life did change extermally after his gradustion
in 1821, At this point Emerson entered the most discouraging period of his
life. In order to earn a living, he was forced to teach in his brother
William's school for girls in Boston; he thoroughly hated this teaching
position and the remembrance of it was repugnant to him for many years
afterwards, At this time he was also attending lectures at the Divinity

School at Harvard, hut his eyes gave out and his lungs were worse, so his

Te

uhcle sent him South (to Florida) for the winter of 1826 - 1827. He considered

this trip as a waste of time for the most part, but at least his health im-
proved and he was soon able to go on with his theologiocal studies. On his
return home he established himself at Divinity Hall and began his preaching,
substituting for a while at the First Church in Boston, and later in the

Northempton and New Bedford churches, However, his health was so bad that

1, Journmals, I, 84 - Ol.
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he even thought of going back to school teaching because it would be _
less of a strain on his lungse

At this point Emersonreceived another terrible blow; his brother
Edward, who hed been suffering from consumption for a long time, went
mad, Although he recover;d sufficiently to go to the West Indies and
got a position there, it was the beginning of the end, as Emerson well
knew,

‘ Emerson was called to the Second Church of Boston and was ordained
there in March, 1829, Six months later he married Ellem Tucker, of New
Conocord, New Hampshire. But Emersom himself felt that things wers too
good to laste In 1831, only a year and a half after their marriage,
his wife died; and in 1832, just three years efter his ordination,
Emerson broke with the Unitarlan Church, supposedly because he could
not consider the Lord's Supper as a sacrament, Since the church refused
to drop the sacrament, he decided to resign rather than participate in
something in which he did not believe, If Emerson had not broken with
the church on this point, he probably would have found bsome other reason
for leaving the ministry. He had never been enthusiastic about the
minisifry - although he did not believe in his aunt!s feverish Calvine
ism, neither did he believe that Unitarianism could continue without
having some spirituality injected into it. So in 1832, at the age of
29, Emerson seemed to have made little progress in his life. His pro-
fession was gone, his wife was gone, his two brothers were dying of com-
sumption, and his future lay ahead of him, blank and plahless,

At this oritiocal moment in his life, Emerson sailed for Europe,
where he spent the next yeare The trip to Europe was a turning point

for him in many ways. His meetings with landor, Wordsworth, Coleridge,
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and Carlyle were important because they showed Emerson that while he
could accept some things from all these men, yet in the last analysis

he could depend only on himself and on what he himself believed.

Another vital i)oint gbout this trip is the fact that on the way home
Emerson wrote "I like my book about Nature," 2 and this remark shows
that Emerson had his book already well in mihd, that his philosophy was
now almost settleds It was with renewed energy, with new ambition, with
new ideas that Emerson returmed to America. His health was also very much
improvede.

Emerson soon decided to live in Concord because he felt that Concord
was the only place where he could live and think, where he could be a writer
and a poets Concord had always been an important influence in Emerson's
life; all of his early summers and many of his later waocations had been
spent in Concord at the old manse of Dr. Ripley. It was here that he began
to feel himself a part of the force of Nature. In thus idemtifying himself
as part of Nature Emerson had planted early the seed for his doctrine of the
Over=Soul, and it was this doctrine which later flowered into one of the main
tenets of his philosophy. For these reasons it is no wonder that Emerson
desired to live in Concord. In 1835 he married Migs Lidian Jackson, and the
same year they moved into their new home in Concord, The following year
Emerson published Nature, his first book. In many ways the publication of
this little volume ias the most important event in his -extire life. m
is an almost pure expression of Emerson's philosophy; the material in this

first book is the foundation for all that Emerson wrote and said mand did

from this time forth. Fa this reason, it is of the utmost importance to

15, Journals, III, 196.
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trace the development of this philosophy from 1821, when he graduated

from Harvard, until 1836, when his fully developed philosophy emerges.

The external events of his life during this period = the death of his

first wife, and his brothers, his renumciation of his pulpit, his own

111 health, his trip to Europe, his return to Concord - are important,

but they cennot explein entirely how and why Emerson developed the

philosophy he dide Parrington gives a good brief summary of what this

cmersonian philosophy really is. He says:"Stripped of its idecalistie

phraseology, of its beauty and fervor, the master idea of the Emersonian

philosophy is the divine sufficiency of the individual. In accepting

hinself, he accepts his fellows, and he accepted Gode the Universe he

conceived of as a divine whole, whereof each man is his own center from

whom flows the life that has flowed in upon him, perennially fresh, per-

ennially a new creatione The law for things is not the law for mind; men

is unkinged in acknowledging eny lesseriaovereignty than the sovereignty

of self, Statutes, constitutions, govermments, schools, churches, banks,

trade - the coercing sum of institutions and customs - these things do not

signify; they are only idols with clay feet that blind men worship, The true

divinity dwells elsewhere, in the souls of man, and that divinity must rule

the world and not be ruled by ite" tos This is the definite philosophy of

Emerson in 1836 and it is a far cry from the desultory, tentative thinking

of Emerson in 1821l In 1821 he had begun to feel himself as part of nature

and he had begun to read Plato, bt he had not progressed much farther.
During these years thore was developing in Americe a strong current

of which Emerson was at once both a generating force and a products. This

great current was New England Transcendentalisme The movement toward

16, Vernon Louis Parrington, Main Currents in American Thought, II, 390.
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Transcendeitalism had begun in Emersont's youth through two factors. .

The first of these was the introduction of German thought and literature

in 1819 through Everett, Ticknor, and Banoroft; the second factor was the
decline of Unitarismism. According to Gray, New England Transcendentalism
was the result of superimposing some imperfectly understood elements of
German idealistic philosophy on American Unitarianism. i Unitarianism
gave encouragement to Transoemdentalism, and in many individuals the two
movements are closely interwoven. Although it is really impossible to
define Transcendentalism (even the leading Transcendentalists could not
express their own beliefs olearly and logically on paper), some idea of
Wwhat it meant can be obtained from the following definition. "Trans-
cendentalism was a distinot philosopliical systems Practically, it was an
assertion of the inalienable worth of men; theoretically, it was an
agsertion of the immanence of divinity in instinct, the transferance

of supernatural attributes to the natural constitution of manking ...

It would present in turm all the phases of idealism but running through

all was the belief in the living God in the Soyl, faith in immediate in-
spitation, in boundless possibility, in unimaginable good." e Whatever
transcends the experience of the senses in transcendental, Gray says that the
period of New England Transcendentalism does not begin until the publication
of Emerson's Nature in 1836, but he admits that the "stir" was felt much
earlier and that these formes were all at work before 1836, These same forces
which were developing into Transoendentalism were the very forces which were

producing Emerson's philosophy. The difference lies in the fact that Emerson,

17, Henry David Gray, Emerson, p. li.

18. Octavius Brooks Frothingham, Transcendentalism in New England, pp. 136,137.




although he was a Transcendentalist, was more than just a Transe
cendentalist, Emerson's superiority lies in the fact that he had
his head in the olouds of the spirit, but he also kept his feet
firmly planted on the Yankee ground of common senss. Both Trans-
cendentalism and Emersonianism really rest on the same foundations,
however, sokhat in tracing the development of Emerson's philosophy
we are also tracing the development of Transcendentalisi, and
vice versae

After Emerson's graduution from Harvard and his experiment at
teaching, he mntered the Harvard Divinity School and here his ideas
began to undergo a change. He began to resent the quibbling pettiness
of technioal theology; he began to put the concept of God a little
farther off, "His mind was rounding in to onme centre, to the im-
mediaocy of religion, to the individual man and the present moment,
to intuitional life, " ) Emerson's philosophy remained religious
dlways, dbut not theologisal.:. All his thinking since his college
years had borne him irrestidly in one direction = away from every Kind
offt traditional oreed and belief., He borrowed only those ideas which
ocoincided with his own; he borrowed meinly to prove his own beliefs.
As Perry says, "If he had never been educated beyond the primary school,
had never read Plato and Plotimus, Ste Augustine and George Fox and
Coleridge, he would still have been a mystic by nature, like countless
:i.lliterate men and women in all eges and of every race seee The fact
that Emerson happened to be well-educated, and that all influences

surrounding his early life and his professional studies tended to

19, George E. Woodberry, Ralph Waldo Hmerson, p.3l.
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emphasize the significance of philoso'phy and religion, are secondary:
influences confirming, but not originating, the natural bent of his
mind," =0

However that may be, in Emerson and the Transoendentalists
there are many different influences at work. Among the forces producing
this philosophy are Plato, Pdotinus, Kant, Boehme, Schelling, Goethe,
Coleridge, Channing, Wordsworth, Carlyle, and Swedenborge. Although
Emerson ranged widely in place and time for his materials, his thinking
was connected mainly with the idealistic school.

Plato was one of the influsences which began during Emerson's
college dayse Emerson, like Plato, believed that the matoriai world
s only a orude refleotion of the spiritual, ideal world. Both men
have dmoral interpretation of the universe; both are optimistioc about

evil, also. Emerson took over many of Plato's ideas and in

Representative Men we see that to Emerson Plato is philosophy.

Much of Plato, however, comes to Emerson through Plotinus and his
schocl of Neo=Flatonists. Whereas Plato made the Good the highest idea,
Plotinus elwvated the Good or the One above the world of ideas, This
idea appears later in Schelling, in Swedenborg, and, last but not least,
in Emerson. Through Plotinus comes tmerson's theory of the identity of
mind and matter, and fhe theory of intuition. =2 Sinoce Emerson cams in
contact with Plato and Plotinus so early in his life, he was almost from the
beginning an idealist, and his idealism was tinged with mysticism. Perry

says that "on the more purely mystiocal side of his nature, he owed more to

20. Rrry. OPe Oit.‘ ppo 59«- 60.

21, Cooks, Ope cit., pP.273 ,
22, Ibid,, pp. 273 = 27k.



Plotinus than to Plato. " = It was through Plotinus, also, that
Emerson first came in contact with Orientalism. ) However, this
Oriental philosophy did not affect Emerson until much later in his

life, and it never became a strong influence, Plotinus and the Neo-
Platonists would be of the utmost importance if they had given

Emerson nothing but the idea of the Over-Soul, but he did gain more from
bhem than that.

The German philosophers were the next to influence Emerson and the
Transcendentalists, although much of the German thought in turn was
based on the Platonists and Neo-Platonists. Emerson agrees with the
general but not the specifioc beliefs of Jacob Boehme and Eckhart, The
dootrine of emanation was exchanged for that of immanence, and all these
previous philosophies were summed up in Schelling. Even if Schelling did

not influence Emerson directly, much of  what Emerson believed is found
5.

almost exaotly in Schellinge Schelling teaches that nature and mind,

subject and object, are one and the same in the Absolute, and that this

identity is perceived by intuition. In many other respects, also, Emerson

is very like Schelling. Perhaps Gray best expresses this relation when he says,

"But while Emerson was no doubt stimmlated either directly by Schelling or
indireotly through Coleridge, there cen be no doubt that he was an original

thinker, and arrived at his oonoclusions by very much the seme methods as all

other philosophers have dome, however much he may have attributed a religious

26.
connotation to any new truth which he felt he has acquired."™

23, Perry, op.oit,, p.tbe

2l;, Frederic Ives Carpemter, Emerson and Asia, p.li3.

25, Cooke, OEocit.. p.278.
26, Gray, Opeoite., pe31



Emerson was not a great student of Kant, but living in the period
he did, he could not }elp showing Kant's influence. It was to a great
extent the Kantean philosophy which wus superimposed on New England
Unitarianism to produoe the Transcendentalism of this country. i
Like Kant, Emerson does not distinguish between morality and religion
but makes them one and the seme. Kant is of the utmost importence not
only for his direct influence, but also for his influence as it came
through Coleridge, Carlyle, and others. The very word "transcendental

really goes back to Kant and his Critique of Pure Reason, although in New

England even Kant's ideas underwent somewhat of a cheange. Hant believed
that the transcendentflwas what was beyond experience, and he made a dis-
tinction between Reason and Understanding. Reason perceives absolute
truth; it is really intuition, Understanding is what we use to perceive
ordinary every-day life and experience, This distinotion is of the greatest
importance in Emerson's philosophy, even ifi his theoty of literature and
~orltioism, Emerson may have borrowed this distinction from Coleridge or
Carlyle instead of directly from Kant, but nevertheless it did come from
Kant originally.

Importent as this Germen thought was to Emerson and the Transdendentalists,
most of its ihfluence came through the intermediary sources of the English
Romantiocists - Coleridge, Wordsworth, Cerlyle, Landor. Coleridge is of the
utmost importance and -it is through him that New England Transcendentalism

28,
is akin to Schelling in so many respectse

e Gray, opecite, pil3e
28, Cambriilﬁg History of Americen Literature, I,3%2,




In Coleridge we have the distinotion between Reason and Understanding,
and a universal participation of all in this Reason. In Coleridge, we
again see the germ of Emerson's Over=Soul, for Emerson's Over=Soul is
almost a counterpart of Coleridge!s Universal Reason. Alregdy in 1829
Fmerson was writing the following passage to his aunt, Miss Mary Moody
Emersons " I am reading Coleridget's 'Friend' with great interest ee..
He has a tone a little lower than greatness, but what a living soul,
what a universal knowledge ee..« I love him that he is no utilitarian,
nor neoessarian, not scoffer, nor; hoo genus opme, tucked away in the
corner of a semtence of Plato." 2 Coleridge was one of the men
whom Emerson was most desirous of seeing when he made his trip to Europe
in 1832,

Emerson's inoreasing interest in Wordsworth ia:also signifiocants
Emerson started to read Wordsworth much earlier than he started to like
aldld appreciate him, Since Emerson liked, for the most part, only those
books which confirmed his own beliefs, his own attitude toward Nature
had to ripen a little more before he could be in sympathy with Wordw-
worth. Emerson's first reference to Wordsworth is in 1828 when he says,
"A fault of Mr. Wordwworth is the direot prggmatical analysis of objects,
in their nature poetic, but whioh all other poets touch inocidentally eees
Mr, Wordsworth is trying to distil the essense of poetry from poetio‘
things, instead of being satisfied to adorm common scenes with such
lights from the;; sources of poetry as nature will alweys furnish to her

true loverse"

29. Jourmals, II, 277,279.

30, Journals, II, 232,233,

16.






Yet only three years later Emerson's attitude has so greatly changed
that he is writing, "Wordsworth has writ lines that are like outward
nature, so fresh, so simple, so durable," 3 And again, "His noble
distinotion is that he seeks the truth and ‘shuns with brave self=-
denial every -image and word that is from the purpose, means to stick
close to his own thought and give it in mnaked simplioity and so make

it God's affair, not hispwn whether it shall succeed.” 3% From the
comparison of these passages of Emerson about Wordsworth, we can see

in Emerson from 1828 to 1831 a growing admirafiion and appreciation of
plain language. He 1s beginning to remounce the rhetoric of Everett,

he is beginning to give up the oratory which appealed to him in his )
youthe If it is true thut Emerson was a pantheist, as Gray asserts, 33
it follows almost of necessity that Emerson was influenced by Wordsworth
in this pantheism. From Wordsworth, or rather, like Wordsworth, Emerson
concelved of nature as alive with the Universal Spirit, as being the
Universal Reason embodied in law and order.

The influence of Channing again becomes signifiocamt here. Channing
is responsible to a great extent for the spread of the ideas of Words-
worth and Coleridge. Chamning liked and appreciated both Wordsworth end
Coleridge, and by trying to get Amerioca to like and appreciate them he
introduced English Romentioclsm into America. The seeds of Iramscendemtalism
ceme in along whth this Romanticism. In the following passage Chamming

shows himself related to Coleridge on one hand and to Emerson on the other:

31, Journals, II, LoO2.
32, Jourmels, II, L30.

33, Gray, opscits, psoT
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"No man can be just to himself +ill he has risen to comuunion with- the
Supreme Mindg till he regards himself as the recipient and minister of
the Infinite Spirit." i Frederick Henry Hedge, like Channing, helped
to populerize the English Romanticists and the German philosophers.
According to Grey, Hedge's reviews of Colericdge "bpought the contribution
of Coleridge to a focus.” e The introduotion of the writings of Words-
worth and Coleridge into Americe is important, also, because they broke the
ground and prepared an audience for Emerson.

Iandor is another Europeen writer who affected Emerson, though to

a much lesser extent. Emerson read Landor's Imaginary Conversations

before he went to Europe, and Landor was another of the men he desired
to see over there. Landor, like kEmerson, had some perception of the moral
power of chargctere Landor also seems to hgve influenced Emerson's style
in some respects. Conwny seys: "From the time Emerson met with the writings
of Walter Savage Landor his toms became less fervid and prophetic, and more
secular, Thatever eccentrioity threatened him was dismissed kn the presence
of the clear and olassis style of Landore. " 36

last, and in many respects the most important, of dl the English
vriters who influenced Emerson is Thomas Carlyle. Emerson became ac=-
quainted with Carlyle's writings in 1832, and he wrote in his Journal:
"I am cheered and instructed by this paper on Corn Law Rhymes in the
Edinburgh by my Germaniock new-light vwriter, whoever he may be. Ee gives
us confidencé in our principles. He assures the truth-lover everywhere

3Te
of sympathye Emerson liked Carlyle because Carlyle, too, subscribed

3lie Williem Ellery Chanmning, Works, I, 27L.

35« Gray, Opecite, pe2Je
36e M. D. Comway, Emerson at Home and Abroad, p.ll2.

37. Journals, II, 515,
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to a Transcendental philosophye. Although Emerson was not an imitator
of Carlyle by any means, Gay points out that the section on Language
in Emerson's Nature is much like Carlyle!s Sartor Resartus in spirit,

28
because both develop the idea of nature as the symbol of the divine. filthough

Emerson was very anmious to meet Carlyle, their meeting was somewhat of a dis-
appointment to Emerson and only served as the final affirmgtion of his own
theory of self-relience, Nevertheless, in spite of the great difference in
their thought and style, Carlyle and Emerson were good friends and ocarried

on a very interesting correspondence from 1834 to 1872. Their points of
divergence are brought out very clearly in these letters. Both men believed
in sincerity, independence, and a transtcending spiritual truth, but their
spproach was very different. Carlyle not only thought but told Emerson that

39
he was too abstract, Yhat Carlyle failed to realize was that abstractions

were realities to Emerson. Carlyle also 6bjected to Emerson's optimism. 4.
Carlyle saw much evil, while Emerson, if he aaw;it at all, ignored it. Emerson,
on the other hand, could not understand Carlyle's wild strength, both in sub=
jeot matter and style. Emerson believed that Carlyle should be "more simple
less Gothically efforescemt," * In spite of these differences, however,
Emerson does owe a debt to Carlyle, not only for the affirmation of his own
transcendentalism and his own self reliance, but also for the Germanic thought
vwhich came through Carlyle. Carlyle is especially important for introduecing

Emerson to the works of Goethe.

38, Robert M. Gay, Ralph Valdo Emerson, p.l23.

39, The Correspondence of Carlyle and Emerson, I,216.
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Emerson's Journals spiow that he had begun to read Goethe by 1830

or possibly earlier, but he could not appreciate him wntil Carlyle

helped to shpw him the wey. In 183, Emerson was writing in his

Journals that Goethe seemed to him "to be ohly another poor monad,

after the fashion of his little race bestirring himself immensely to

hide his nothingness, spinning his surface directly before the eye

to conceal the universe of his ignorances” e Later the same year

he wrote to Carlyle about Goethe, saying, ™Miith him I am becoming

better acquainted, but mine must be a qualified admiration ese.e I cannot

but regard 1t as his misfortune, with conspicuous bad influence on his

genius, = that velvet life he leds What incongrulty for genius to repose

fifty years on chairs of state e¢es. Then the Puritan in me accepts no

apology for bad morals in such as he," i Emerson's longesk adverse

oriticism of Goethe appears in a paper, "Thoughts on Modern Literature,"

which he wrote for the Dial. In this we see distinctly the gulf between

Emerson and Goethe, Emerson criticlzes Goethe for being the poet of the

Actuel, of limitation, instead of the poet of the Ideal, of possibility.

Then too, Goethe was weak in moral perception and in some respects he let

his goenius slip into mere talent, But at the seme time Emerson says:
' L5

"His love of Nature has seemed to give a new meaning to that word."

Cocke believed that Goethe taught Emerson the love of Nature more than

L2+ Journmals, IV, 309.:

L3. The Correspondence of Carlyle and Fmerson, I, 29 - 30.

Llie Netural History of Intellect, Works, XII, 329 - 332,

L5 Tbid,,p. 323,
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'hb.
Wordsworth did. Also, in spite of Goethe's lack of "morel
perception® Emerson was much more in sympathy with Goethe's
optimism than he was with Carlyle's bitter despaire That Emerson
later came to walue Goethe highly &s shown by the fact that he

chose Goethe as "rhe Writer" in his Representative ilen and wrote a

very high opinion of him, Emerson realized and admitted Goethe's

great influence, not only on himself, but on the whole generation,

Enerson himself says, "It is very plain to me that no recent genius

can work with equal effect upon mankind es Goethe, for no intelligent
young men canread him without finding that his own compositions are
inmediately modified by his new knowledgee™ b And agaein he says,

"He [Goethe] tegches us to treat all subjects wbth greater freedom, and

to skip over all obstruotion, time, place, name, usage, and come full and
strong on the emphasis of the facte " | Emerson sums this up twelve years
later vhen he writes, "Goethe is the pivotal man of the old and new times
with uss He shuts up the old, he opens the newe No matter that you were
born since Goethe died, = if you have not read Goethe, or the Goetheans,
you are an old fogy and belong with the antedtluvians.” 0 Goethe is

an important infduence, therefore, on nineteenth century America as well as
on Emersone Emerson is indebted to Goethe for the development of his love
of nature, his love of culture, and, most important of all, his lore of

beautye He needed Goethe's influence to release his aesthetic sense from

its hitherto Puritanical background. Goethe's influence started during

L6s George We Cooke, Ralph Vialdo Emerson, pe53e

47+ Jounrals, IV, 218.

L8e Journmals, V, 222,

L9. Journals, VIII, 2,5,



this oriticel period in Emerson's life, but it lasted throughout his
lifetime.

Tw other men whose thought affected Emerson during this stage
of his life were Emanuel Swedenborg and George Fox. lmerson was always
in sympethy with the Quakers, beceuse like them, he believed in intuition,
in the "inner light." ’ The Quakers in some respects are like the
Swedenborgimng, as Emerson himself admitted. ot The Swedenborglians,
too, believed in the inner light, at least to a certain extent. The
Swedenborgian influence and Emerson's interest in Swedenborg really
came through an intermediary, however, This intermediary was the

American Sampson Reed, who published his Observations on the Growth of

the lind in 1826, Hotson believes not only that Emerson's interest in
Swedenborg came fromreading this book but also that it was Sampson Reedr:',;ho
gave the first definite impulse leading to Emerson's literary career, o
Reed hed influence in forming Emerson's modes of expression and his ideas

of style. To fmersoh, Reed represented Swedenborg and all that Sweden=-
borgianism stodd for. 23 Emerson did get his Swedenbagianism from Reed,
but he Interpreted it ir his omn way. Emerson believed Swedenborg wrote

in parables3 Reed believed be wrote matter-of-factly. Swedenborg affected
Emerson mainly because he, like Emerson, saw nature as symbol and revelation
of spirituel realities. Also, Emersonts self-relience is like the still,

Sle -
small voice or "proprium" of Swedenborg. Nature shows Reed's influence

500 Joumls. II’ 521.
510 Jouml 8, II ) 318 °
52, Clarence Paul Hotson, "Sampton Reed, & Teacher of Emerson,™ New

England Quarterly, April 1929, p.2.9.

530 Ibid.’po 2170
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especlally in the doctrine of correspondence, the idee that nature
symbolizes the soule Reed in his paper "On Animals" and Emerson in his
Nature both use facts as symbols. 2 Although Emerson received his
Swedenborgianism through Reed, and although he often read into both of
these authors more than they had written, nevertheless Swedenborg and Reed
did influence Emerson considerably and over a long period of yesrs (forty

five to be emact). Emerson makes Swedenborg "The Mystio"™ in his Representative

Men, and in that essay he intimates the influence on himself of Swedenborg's
idea "that the physical world was purely symbolical of the spiritual world." o6
All of these forces and influences had been at work on Emerson in ‘he
years between his graduation from college in 1821 and his trip to Europe at
the gnd of 1832, However, Emerson's European trip was of the utmost im-
portance in many respects. These ideas that he had been absorbing over this
period of years mow began to orystallize in his mind, end during his travels
Emerson was evidently already wrbting, at least mentally, his little book
Nature., Of course, some of the most important evemts of his trip to Europe
were his long-anticipated meetings with Lendor, Wordsworth, Coleridge, and
Carlyles. These meetings were a disappointment to him in many ways and yet
in the fipal enalysls it was all for the best because it meant the final
affirmation of Emerson's independence and self-reliance. After meeting
these men he could return to America with a certain belief in his own
powers. Emerson admitted this in his Journals when he wrote, "I thank the
Great God who had led me through this European scene, this last schoolroom

in which he has pleased to instruct me ... He has shown me the men I wished

55¢ Clarence Paul Hotson, "Sampson Reed, & Teacher of Hmerson," New England

Quarterly, April, 1929, p.249.

56. Work'! IV, 116.



to see, - Landor, Coleridge, Carlyle, Vordsworth; he has thereby -
comforted and confirmed me in my convictionse Many things I owe to
the sight of these men. I shall judge more justly, less timidly,
of wise men forevermore. To be sure not one of these is a mind of the
very first class s.e. Especially are they all deficient, all these
four, - in different degrees, but all deficient, = in insight into
religious truth. They have no idea of that species of moral truth which
I cdl the first philosophy. " o1 Emerson's European trip glso made
himrealize that he could see 1ife Jjust as well in Concord as he could
in travelling. As he says himself, "And what if it is Naples, it is only
the saﬁn world of cak?s and ale, of men and truth and folly." ’
Another important lendmark during Emerson's trip abroad was his
visit to the Jardin des Plantes in Paris. Science was a repidly growing
force in the nineteenth century throughout the entire world. It is no
wonder, then, that Emerson came under the influence of science in
general, but it is of the utmost importence that he oame under the in-
fluence of evolution. Evolution became a very important tenet of
Emersonian philosophye. At the time of his visit to the Jardin des
Plantes in 1833 Emerson wrote the following passege in his Journals:
"Here we are impressed with the inexhaustible riches of mnature. lhe
universe 1s a more emazing puzzle than ever, as you glance along this
bewildering series of animated forms, - the hazy butterflies, the carved
shells, the birds, beasts, fishes, inseots, snakes, and the upheaving

principle of life everywhere inciplent, in the very reck aping organized

57. Journals, III, 185 - 186,

58, Journals, III, 62.




ovganized forms. Not a form so grotesque, so savage, nor so beautiful
but is an expression of some property inheremt in man the observer,=-
en accult relation between the very scorpions and man. I feel the
oentipede in me, = ocayman, catp, eagle, and fox. I am moved by
strange sympathies; I say continuelly, 'I will be a naturalist.'" 59'
Emersonts attitude toward science in rather unique. He did not
realy like investigetion and analysis, yet he read a great mamy books
on science, gave several lectures on science and natural history, and
shows throughout his Journals that he was interested in ite. Science
was an important force in Emerson's day because it helped to break
down the old New England Puritanism, end in this way it prepared for
Emerson an audignce viiich he wauld not have had otherwise, kmerson
himself says, "But I think the paramount source of the reliéious
revolution was Llodern Science sves astronomy taught us dur insignificence
in Nature; showed that our sacred as our profene history had been written
in gross ignorance of the laws, which were far grander than we knew; and
compelled a certaig extension and uplifting of our views of the Deity and
his Providence." =0 The nineteenth century conceptions of man and his
destiny were greatly emlarged when they became connected with a universal
scheme of being.
It is remarkable that Emerson accepted the theory of evolution

so early, long before the publication of Darwin's Origin of the Species

in 1359. Emerson's views do not seem advanced now, but it is interesting
to see how he arrived at these conclusions so long ago. Edward Waldo

Emerson attributes these beliefs to his open mind, his liking for

59. Journals, III, 163.

60sLectures and Biographical Sketches, llorks, X, 335 = 336.
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astronomy, his reading of Heracleitus and Xenm@phenes, his knowledge

of Leibnitz's ssale of being, his acquaintance with the speculations

of Oken and Schelling through Coleridge, his visit to the Jérdin des
Plantes, and his contact with Lamarck's theory through Lyell's book on
Geologye ot Thet Emerson's ideas were definitely prophetic of Darwin
i; clearly shown in the following passage from en uppublished lecture
"On the Relation of Llan to the Globe," delivered in 1833, Emerson said,
"lan's limbs are only a more exguisite organization - say rather the
finish of the rudimental forms that have been already sweeping the sea
end oreeping on the mind; the brother of his hand 1s even now clearing
the Arctic Sea in the fin of the whale...." %/ Fmerson's interpretation
of the theory of evolution went beyond science, however, intp the spirit-
ual world, Evolution was important in Emerson's philosophy because he
believed that the dffference between mind and matter was a difference of
degree only. Since this is so, Nature is ocontinually growing, proceeding,
evolving toward spirit, Emerson expresses this himself when he says,
"How far off yet is the trilobite ! how far the quadruped | how incon-
celvably remote is man ! All duly arrive, apd then race after race of
men., It is & long wey from granite to the oyster; farther yet to Plato
and the preaching of the immortelity of the soul. Yet all must come,

as surely as the first atom has two sides," o H“mersonts theory of

the evolutionary ascent from matter to mind is the basis of his idealism,

and on this theory, according to Conway, he rests his idea of "Poetry."

61, Nature, Addresses, Lecturss, Works, X, 335 = 336,
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Gray believes that Emerson's belief inevolution influenced his
philosophy in two wayse. He believes that the evolutionary point
Bf view turned Emerson "from a purely idealistto interpretation
of the world as illusion to an attempt to account for the presence
of the individual by an evolution where the metamorphosis is entire." -
Gray also.believes that evolution is the ethical basis for his op-
timism. :

These, then, were the forces and influences which produced
Emerson's philosophy, especially as it was embodied in his little
book Nature, which came out in 1836, although it had been in his
mind for at least four years previous to thate The Emerson of 1836 had
almost regched his full stature; in fact, in some respects Emerson
reached heights in Nature which he never again attained. The external
events of Emerson's life are important - the death of his father, which
brouzht poverty to the family, his years at Harvard, his training in
the Harvard Divinity School, his marriage and the death of his wife,
the deaths of his brothers, his renumciation of his pulpit, his trip
to Europe, his return to America, and more pearticularly his establish-
ment at Concord - but more important than these events are the subtler
influences which were at work within his mind during all these years.
Eznerson's philosophy could not have been the seme if he had not come
into contaot with Plato and Plotinus, who helped him lay the foundation
of his phllosophye Nor would he have been the same if Boehme, Schelling,
Coleridge, Curlyle, the German and the English idealists, had not helped
him to erect a substantial edifioce on this foundation laid by Plato and

Plotinuse A few nocessary touches were added by his aunt, Miss Mary

65¢ Gray, opecite, pili5.

66s Ibid,,>.78



l.oody Emerson, by Chamning, Hedge, Landor, and VWordsworth. And last but
not least the structure was completed through the powerful foroces of
Tragsoendentalisub Science, and Evolution, All of these forces and in=-
fluences were at work on Emerson over a long period of years, some from
his earliest youth on, and most of these forces continued to operate on
Emerson after 1836 although the main part of their work was done.
Emerson'!s philosophy was very nearly completed by 1336; his main tenets,
suoh as his theory of the Over=Soul and his belief in Self=Reliance,
were so firmly imbedded that they could not be changed. Emerson's life,
his philosophy, and the times in which he lived unite logicdly to form
a perfect circle. If Emerson had lived amywhere else or at any other time,
he would not have been the Emerson we know. And yet Emerson was not the
product solely of nineteenth century America; he was also the product of
every country and every era since history began.

After Emerson settled in Concord and published Nature, his life did
not change much. In these years at Concord he set the pattern &f his life,
and he never departed from it until his death in 1802. His routine was
broken somewhat by his lecture tours, by his travels and his friends, but
oeven these did not disturb his life to any great extemt. His first book,
Nature, contains the quintessence of Emersonienism, and everything he
wrote after that is really only an addition to, a modification or re-
statement of what he said or intimated in thate Em;rson first became a
figure of national importance with his Phi Beta Kappa oration at Harvard
in 1837 After this "American Scholar" address, Emerson became the
Ameriom prophet - &nd this position was even more strongly fortified
after the femous "Divinity School Address™ of 1838, From then on there

18 little of importance in Emerson'!s external life; he edited the Dial

284



from 1842 to 18\, and he mafle two more visits to Europe, one in 1847 and
one in 1872, Between 184l; and 1870 he had been publishing his volumes of
essays and poems and had been educating all America from his lecture
platform, e After 1872 Emerson's powers failed visibly, and he ac-
complished very little of importance between 1872 and his death at
Concord in 1882,

In the last forty-five years of Emerson's life, in the period
between the publication of Nature in 1836 and his death in 1832, there
were, however, three forces which had a growing influence on him. The
first of these forces was the group of friends and writers who surrounded
him at Concord. The European forerunners of Transcendentalism were im-
portant, but almost equally importent were the aotual exponents of Trans-
cendentalism in New England, Margaret Fuller, Theodore Parker, Orestes
Brownson, Bronson, Alcott, even Thoreau, were pot only voices in America
at this time, but they were personal friends of Emerson and were there-
fore bound to have some influence on him, inasmuch as they were influenoing
all the rest of America. Emerson was associated with these men and women,'
he liked and admired them = but he also oriticized theme This small group
probably helped to keep Emerson's thought on the path &t had already

started totake, but he came in contact with their minds after his owm

" thought was already formed and set,

67. Emerson was very fortunate in living in the period of the American
lyceum. Since Emerson was really a lay preacher, and since the lyceum
lecture platBorm was real'ly a lay pulpit, it was the perfect medium

of expression for his type of thought.



Another influence which affeoted Emerson in his later life was
that of oriental literature, including the Neo-Platonists, the Hindus,

the Persians, and the Chinese. Emerson's reading became more abstract

30.

withthe years; the Chinese classiocs, the Vishnu Sarna, Plotinus, Iamblichus,

Calvin, Spinoza, and Berkeley all began to get more attention while the
68.
references to poetry became less frequent. Oriental literature wes

known to Hmerson only indirectly until 1841, so that his philosophy wes
entirely formed before he really became interested in ite ) From
1837 on Emerson began to read more Oriental books, and in 1841 he first
made the acquaintance of the Persian poets. Emerson's other reading

had prepared his mind for this Oriental literature which began to have

a noticeable effect on him from 18,5 on. Emerson had begun reading the
Neoplatonists very early in his life, but his earlier Neoplatonism was
free from Orientalism. However, he found in the Hindu writings, as he
had already discovered in Neoplatonism, a strong support for the mystical
tendencies he already possessed. 70 Carpenter mays that Emerson liked
this Oriental literature for its scholarly and cultural values, for its
ideas which served to affirm his own, and for its poetic stimulation. T

The influence of this Oriental thought ocan be clearly seen in the essay

on Plato in Representative lien, in the essays. "Fate" and "Illusions"

in The Conduct of Life, and in his femous poems "Bralma" and "Hamatreys."

T2
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31,

Emerson's theory of poetry and literature he also owes in part to the Oriental

13
side of tht#Neoplatonists, and his theory of poetry is necessarily

very lmporteant in his coriticisms of literature. This Orlental Nedplatonism,
to quote Carpenter again, "furnished a background of wvague transcendental
thouzht, which, superadded to the poetio thought of Coleridge and Words=
worth and Goethe, formed the most distinctive element of Transcendentalism.,"
Emerson's theory of the Over=Soul was probably strengthened to an extent
by the Oriental doctrine of spiritual emanation from an Absolute source
to individuals,

Goethe led Emerson to read the Persian poets, and Emerson became
vory fond of them in his later years. He particularly liked Hafiz and Saadi,
and their influence on him is shown by the fact he wrote two essays and two
poems dealing with Persian poetry = the essay "Persian Poetry" in Létters

and Souial Aims, the poem "Saadi,™ the prefacy to the American edition of

Saadits "Gulistan! and "Fragments on the Poet and the Poetis Gift."
Emerson's poems "Bacchus" and "Days" also owe much to the Persians.
Emerson liked the Persian poets mot only for their great joy in life but
because in them he found re-expressed his own love of nature, and his own
beliefs in self- reliance and compensation. 7o Emerson did get a great
deal from Oriental literature, but through it all he remains an Occidental,
C;a.rpenter believes that Emerson's native New England Yankee shrewdngss kept
him from acc;zé’cing too completely the mysticism of the Hindus and the other
o

Orientals, Perry sugiests also that Enerséon's Oriental readings and

73. Ibid..P. 86.
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quotations may be " in part, at least, the old Lyceum device of ranging
far for fresh illustrations, of making large vague references to what
is @Qidtant and unknown, the charm of names end places that we cannot
quite idemtify," e

Emerson was not only influenced by this Oriental literature and
thought himself, but he has been a tremendous force in spreading it
throughout America., Carpenter thinks of Emerson as the founder of
comparative Religion and Comparative Literature in Amerioca, and he
believes it was the stimulus to Orientalism in America which Emerson
gave thgat is responsible, in part at least, for the work of Whitman ,
Any Lowell, Wheeloock, and Eugene Q'Neill, 7o

Carpenter says that Emerson's Yankee shrewdness saved him from
the extremes of Orientalism, This Yankee shrewdness is the last of
the three influences which affeoted Emerson's later life. Emerson was
born with this innate Yankee shrewdness, but it did mot have much chance
to operate on him until he had estalished himself permanently at Concorde
It was only when he had finally settled down that Emerson had the time and
the perspeoctive to become an alert observer and oritic of the more prac-
tical aspects of the country. ‘He saw the opening of the West; he even had
first-hand observetion of it during his lecture tours in that part of the
~ country. He saw the coming of the railroads, of the telegraph, and of the
#ansa.tlanbic cable, and he saw the cultural possibilities of all these
for Amerioca.

With his romantioism, he was naturally an advocate of democracy,

but he deplored the grossmess of the Jacksonian demoorats as well as the

77. Perl‘y, OE. Oito’ p.Blo
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T9
materialism of the Vhigs, During Emersén's life-time we have the
growing antagonism of North and South, culminating in the Civil Var,
The Abolition movement was the only event which actually drew Emerson
into aoctive participation in public affaits. He opposed Slavery on
moral end religious grounds, but he did not believe that all men were
born equal. His radical idealism was tempered by his common sense. %
For the most part Emerson was an acute observer only, but he did mnter intp
the Abolitlon crusade to the extent of making speeches and wven writing
a letter to the President. The influence of this movement is seen in his
later essays, addresses, and Journals, and it appears more than once in his
oriticlsms of America and American literature.

Although Emerson remained to a great extent on the side-line of Americen
Life, nevertheless, he did observe carefully and accurately all these things
that were going on around him, end what he saw he could not help criticiz-
ing, Parrington calls Emerson "the most searching oritic of contemporary
Americas” o It is in these oriticisms of the America of his dey that
wo f£ind Emerson'!s oriticism of Americen literature, of American literary
and historiecal personezes.

Begides the abolition movement there was one other current of
Americen life which influenced Emerson.very s trongly - this was the
opening and rapid development of the Vest. The influence of the West
on Emerson has been noted by many of his biogrgherse Cabot believed

that Emerson's essays were less absolute in their idealism because they
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had to be adapted to his western audiences, Woodberry said that

no other writer of Emerson's day had such an appreciation of the West,

and that this gave a more American strain to his writings. e Crothers
thinks that Emerson redeemed the New England men of letters from provinciale
ism by his attack on English things and by the injection into his con-
temporaries of a great admiration for the America that was growing up in the
Weste ’ Emerson was conscious of the social and economic changes that
were going oh around him during the middle of the nineteenth century,

and he saw the great possibilities of the West. One of his most pungent
comments on the West appeared in his lecture "Ihe Ypung dmerican,™ given

in 18Llis Fmerson said, "Luckily for us, now that steam has nerrowed the
Atlantic to a strait, the nervous, rocky Vest is intruding a new and
continental element into the national mind, end we shall yet have an
Aperican genius. " % Emerson believed that, since the East was so

much in subjection to European culture, the West would be responsible

for producing an indigenous Americen culture. Ee believed that the

vastness of America, especially the wvastness of the new West, would make
Europe dwindle into a less significant place in the American gye. e
Marchand believes that the frontier produces democracy, individualism,

and optimism, and that all these can be seen in Emerson. If Eﬁzerson

did not derive his optimism from the frontier, at leest the frontier con-

87«

firmed it. Also, Emerson's doctrine of self = reliance is a natural

824 Cabot, Ope. cit., II, 386.
83« Woodberry, op. cit., pe 79.
8L Crothers, op. cite, pp. 123 - 12,

85 Nature, Addresses, Lectures, Works, I, 369,-370.

86, Ernest Larchend, "kmerson and the Frontier, ™ American Literature,
I1I, 1931; 1932, pe 156,

€7, Ibid,,pp. 160 - 161,
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corellary of frontier individualism, though in Emerson it has been re=-
fined, rationalized, spiritualized. ’ This is true of Emerson's
entire attitude toward the West, His appreclation of the'West was
symbo}Jio and spiritual; he thoroughly detested the actual crudities

and excesses of the West, but he looked beyond these to its future
possibilitiess He disliked the materialism of the Whigs in the East

as much as he dieliked the extreme democracy and Jacksonian rabble

of the West. Emerson was far ahead of his time in many respects; he
attributed the same significance to the dand that Turner did eighty =
five years laters ) Already in his lecture "ihe Young American"
Emerson was saying, "I think we must regard the land as a commending
ind increasing power on the citizen, the sanative and Americanizing
influence, which promises to disclose new virtues for ages to come," 7o
The bext summary of the influence of the West on Emerson also appears
in Marchand's artiocle, where he sayss "Of the two factors entering

into his (fmerson's) thought, foreign philosophy and native culture,
the former seems, by oomparison, accidentale Emerson was in revolt
against the harsh theology of Puritansim, Yet, he was umable to abandon
a teleological view of the 'world. He found the Platonlc = Hegelien =
Coleridgian transcendental scheme most ready to hand and most congenial
to his .tempere.ment eese The cerdinal points of his teaching - optimism,
democracy, individualism, self-relience =- derive their chief sanoction

91.
and meaning from the psychology bred by the fromtier," Lucy Lockwood

88e Ibid,,ppe 160 = 161,

89.I'bi§,,p. 1580
90e Neture, Addresses, Lectures, Works, I, 370.

91. Ernest kMarchand, "Emerson and the Frontier," American Literature , III

19311932, pe 17Le
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Hazard even goes one step farther; she sees Transcendentalism as a product
of German idealism plus the frontier enviromment,- The optimism and in-
ddvidualism pf the frontier she sees again in transcendentalism, and in .
Emerson she sees the fusion of both transcendemtal and pioneer ideals, e
However, it is impossible to read Emerson and not sees the effect of the
Viest in his whole attitude toward Amerioca and toward American literatare.
All of these forces were at work on Emerson throughout his lifetime,
end all of them were operutive for varying lengths of time eand with vary=-
ing intensitye. Each of these numerous forces and influences is absolutely
essential to the molding of Emerson's thoughte However, it is the inter-
action of all these currents of thought which really produced Emerson,

not only Emerson the writer and philosopher but also Emerson the critic,

92+ Lucy lockwood Hazard, The Frontier in American Literature, pp. 143 -

153, 158.




CHAPT®R II

ELERSON'S THEORY OF LITERATURE AND CRITICISM.

Although Emersont's theory of literature end criticism is not
as clear or as conocentrated as is Poel's, and although his literary
critioism is scattered rather indiscriminately throughout every volume
of his essays and his journals, nevertheless, as a critic of American
letters, Emerson is an outstanding figure. The whole field of American
criticism, especlally early Aperican criticism, has been unduly neg-
lectcd, and Emerson's place in its development has never been established.
I'uch of Fmerson's literary criticism grew out of his observetions of
Americun as a whole, with 1ts newness, its cultural deperndence, its lack
of spirituality, its materialism, It is not for nothing that Parrington
calls him "the most searching critic of contemporary Americae®

Emerson's works contain a grecat deal of criticism of individual
authors, but before one can understand his criticism of individuwals,
one must be famiiiar with his theory of literature, although some of it
is too bbstract to be applicable. Emerson's theory of literature and
criticism is so inextricably interwoven with his philosophy of life that
it 1s almost impossible to sepkrate the twoe.

Ererson's theories 8f literary expression end eritioclsm cammot be
divorced from the transcendenmtalism which was the pivotal point of his
entire philosophy. Just as Emerson received much of his transcendentalism
from Coleridge so he also learned the art of literary criticism from

1,
Coleridgee In oriticism as in philosophy, the distinetion between

1, Frank Thompson, "kmerson's Theory end Practice of Poetry," P.M.L.A.

YLIII, 1184 (December, 1928)
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Resscn and Understanding is of great importance to both Fmerson and Cole=-
ridge. Thomspon believed that Lmeison was stiil a classicist in his
attitude toward poetry in 18204 but that by 1839 his continued reading

of Coleridge led him to romantic critfcism. =

Fmerson believed that Reason pérceived the Ideal, Understanding

the ictual. Also, since the materiel is necessary to express the idesl,

2
J e

the syﬁbol becomes of the utmost importance in Imerson's literary theory.
Emerson himself says that words are signs of natural foctse. Sutcliffe
goes even farther in seying that, to Emerson, literature is completely
cdependent on the symbole Emerson himself says that'™iords are signs of
natural facts.,"” g He believes that language is a symbol for spiritual
truths and that Lature is the intermediary for uniting the ectual (lenguaje)
to the ideal (spirit). Like Coleridge, Cmerson believes that words should
have an external sense for the materialists and yet convey spiritual truth
to thoce who look beyonde o In his essay, "The Poet" Emerson himself speaks
of the double meaning of every sensuous fact. o The truer expression is the
symbolic, however. Emerson also believex in the identity of words eand object,

in the unity of thounght and language. Fe himself says, " No man can

write well who thinks there is any choice

2o Ibidy,pe 1172.

%, Emerson Grant Sukcliffe, "Emerson's Theories of Literary Expression,"

University of Illinois Studies in Language and Literature, VIII, noes 1, pell.

)_Lo Ibid" Pe 25.

5e..Nature, Vorks, I, 25

6. Sutcliffe, op. cite, p. 28

7. Essays, Second Series, Vorks, III, L.




of words for him sses In writing there is always a right word, and
every other than that is wrong «... In good writing, words become
one with thingse" o But to Emerson absolute identity of word and
object was only possible in moments of comminion with the Over=Soul.
This tenet is the foundation for a greet many of Emerson's literary
theories, and it is evident not only in his criticism of others but
also in his own literary practices. To Emerson this communion with
the Over=Soul, this imner flash of light, is the really important
thing in literaturee It is through these flashes of inspiration
that the ideal becomes real to the poete 7 Emerson says more than
once that "™there is nothing of vdue in liberature except the trans-
cendentel," 10 Poetry is the only truth and it is a truth perceived,
not externally, but with the inward eye.

This trust in the "immer ‘light" is responsible for some of
Emerson's other conclusions inrmgard to liferary theory. It is this
which leads Emerson to ocarry his belief in self-reliihoe from his
generaL philosophy into the field of writing as welle .It is this
which also leads to Emerson'!s distinction between mere talent and
ceniuse There can be good writing with mere talent, but there can be
no great writing without genius, without this communion with the
Over=Soul. Only everlasting works have caught the universal thouvght
vhich descends from abowe not to but through the man of genius.

Emerson also believed that in art, as in life, the moral 1s

inseparasble from the beautiful, Goethe has not true genius because

8. Journals, II, LO01.

9+ Esseys, Second Series, Works, III, L2,

10, Journals, V,,96; Essays, Second Series, Works, III, 32.

11, Journals, III, 550,

39.
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he lecks the morel sentimente Emerson's ideal men is a "Poet =

priest, a reconciler, who shall not trifle, with Shakespeare the
pleyer, not shall grope in graves with Swedenborg the mourner; but who
shall see, speak, and act, with equal inspiratione" e Emerson's
standard for criticism was thus an ideal; hence it is no wonder that
sometimes his criticism seems & little harsh. Emerson believed in
books and education, but to him these were secondary things. The
spiritual flashes were the most importamt thing, for, as he said,
"Books are for the scholar's idle times," ) and "what is any book
next to undiscoverable all?" e Thus we see that Emerson's theory
of literature is based on his dootrines of self-reliance and the
Over=Soul, The ideal literary men should be a post-priest, a "Ma.n
Thinking," a man educated first by Nature, then by books, then by action.
Emerson's ideas of Nature also enter into his literary theory.
Nature is the source from which the writer derives ability to express
himself figuratively, and figurative language is nearest to the divine
languagee” ) Nature is the languasge of the spirit, and for this
reason all other language has limitations, since it falls far short
of Nature in representing the spirit, e Howevey like Wordswo rth,

. 18,
Emerson believed in Nature as a greet teacher, Emerson also seems

12, Representative Men, Works, IV, 28l.

13, Representative Men, Works, IV, 219.

e "The American Scholar,™ Works, I, 9l.
15, Joumnals, IV, 66,

16, Suteliffe, ope cit., p. 23.

17+ Ibid,ypeli5e

18, Normen Foerster, American Criticism, pe 107, note.

Lo.



to show that he has been influenced by Viordsworth's idea of describing -
femiliar things in familiar words, for he says, "I embrece the cormuon,

I explore ent sit at the feet of the familiar, the low e... lhat would we
really chLe know the meaning of? The meal in the firkin; the milk in

the pan eece " e Thompson believes that Viordsworth is responsible

for furnishing Emerson with a theory of poetry, =0 At least Viordsworth
chenged and modified the theory that Emerson would otherwise have had.
Althovgh Emerson believed that language (such as Yhitman used, for
exemple) could be too low, he did believe in the use of idiomatio
langunge because of its strength, vitality, and symbolic intensitye
Emerson says, "Ought not the scholar to convey his meaning &n terms

as short and strong as the smith or drover use to convey th2irs? ee..
Speak with the wiulgar, think with the wises" -

Emerson is also a firm believer in the wvirtue of c ampression, to
which his ovn works bear witnesse The superfluous should be omitted because
the wholel truth resides in any part of ths fruth, in literatre, as in
Tlature. =

Emerson defines literature as the "conversing of action into thought,
for the delight of the Intellect. It is the turning into thoughts of what
was done without thoughte It aims at the ideal truth. " = He also
believes that Mall literature is yet to be wri‘éf:n, thet the Infinite

Truth has not been and cannot be exhausted."

L1,

19 Naturs, Addresses, Leotures, Viorks, I, 1lll.

.20e Franiz L. Thompson, "Emerson's Theory and Practice of Poetry," P.i.Leie
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22e Essays, Second Series, Vorks, III, 17,
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Emerson not only had en ideal for his standard, but most of his reading wes
among the great authors such as Lomer, Plato, liilton, and Shakespesre, and
this mgkes him doubly critical,

In Emerson's theory of art, eloquence is an important part of poetry and
therefore orators are poetse =e Judging by Emerson's standards, his criticism
of American literature would naturally include the American orators such as
Viebster and Everett. With reference to his own career, it is interestinrg to )
noto that Emerson regarded the lyceum lecture as a new type of literature, =

Emerson believed that poetry was the highest and grestest form of lit-
erature, and he also believed that poetry preceded prose, o He regarded drama
as the most attractive art and one which had great possibilities, although it
had been misused and degraded. . One queer quirk in Emerson's theory of

. literature was his own personal aversion to novels (except Sir Vialter Scott's

novels, perticularly The Bride of Lemmermoor.) Since he never read hovels

himself, his aettitude toward novelists and novel writing is a little severe.

Ee thinks that on the whole novels and romances are "“intended for coxcombs
A 9.
and deficient personsz" and "The love of novels is the preference of
404
sentiment to the senses," Although Emerson admits that a novel may teach

the vdlue of action, he says, "How fur off from life and manners and motives
31,
the novel still ise"

Cf gtyle Emerson says: "A man's style is his intellecthal voice. He

can mimic the voices of others, he can modulate it with occasion andthe

25¢ Letters and Social Aims, Vorks, VIII, 25, 20

26, Journals, V, 233, 281, 298. 373,
27. Journals, III, L92.
28, Journals, I, 127, 184 170, 289

29, Journals, II, 13

30 Journals, II, 372e 31, Society and Solitude, Worls, VII, 2.






L3e

32

the passion, but it hes its ovm individual naturs. "

This, then, is Emerson's theory of literature - a belief in self=-
reliance, in inspiration, in the moral sentiment, in the unity of word and
thought, in Nature both as & teacher and as agent of spirit, and in the
use of familiar idiomatic language to desoribe common every-day things.
There is one flaw in this theory of literature, however; Emerson's belief
in the unity of thought and word is inconsistent with his acceptance of
translations,

Emerson's theory of criticism is dependent on his theory of literature
in every particular, just as his literary theory is in turn dependent on
his own philosophy of life, DBefore examining any opinions of Emerson as a
oritio, it seems advisable to look first at Emerson's own ideas of oriticism
and at his own picture of himself as a critic,

Since the standard by which HEmerson Judged literature wes the standard
of an ideal, an idoal of which e ven Shakespeare fell far short, it is no

33
wonder that he himself said, "I criticize with hardness," Emerson's

was
searchafor books which contdned a moral element and whioch were written

through inspirations He believed self-reliance was just as mnecessary

in judging a book as in writing it; his rule was "to confide in your owm
3Lie

impressions of a book." Emerson also believed that "oriticism must

35

be transcendental,™ and here again we find his theory of criticism

paralleling his ldeas of literature and life,

324 Journals, II, 96,
33. Journals, I, 362,

3Le Jourhals, 1V, %26,

35 Journals, V, 283,398.



Emerson's oritiecism is consistent with his optimism also,.
Criticism is of a lower order than poetry because "the critic des=-
troys, the poet says nothing but what helps somebody." % Althotigh
Emersonts oritioisms are far from being alwnys favorsb le, nevertheless
it would appear that he preferred constructive to destructive criticism.
Emerson himself says, "Criticism should not be querulous and wasting,
all knife and root-puller,.but guiding, instruective, inspiring, a south
ind, not an east wind." o Az2in he says, "Every soripture is to be
interpreted by the same spirit which gave it forth - this is the fundamental
law of oritiocisme" 3 Vihat Emerson himself tried to do in cBiticism
is best expressed in the followlin; passage. "Critioism is an art when it
d es not stop at the words of the poet, but looks ahead &t the order of
his thoughts and the essential quality of minde Then the critic is poete

'Tis a question not of talents but of tone; and not particular merits,
29

" In

but the mood of mind into which one and another can bring use.
critiocism as in other writing tho idea was more lmportant to Emerson than
the manner in which it was expressed; the moral is again inseparable from
the beautifuls” -
Foerster believes that Emerson is important as a oritic because
he really does have a coheremt theory of oriticism, and because that
theory is backed up by a unified vision of nature and man which gives him
.

rare insight.” It is interesting to note that, in most respects,

Emerson'!s theory of criticism is the exact antithesis of that of his

36, Letters and Social Aims, Vorks, VIII, 37.

3T« Journals, VII, 291,

38+ Neture, Addresses, Lectures, Works, I, 35.

394 Natural Hastory of Intellsot, Viorks, XII, 305.

L0, Honry David Gray, Emerson, pe. 101,
L1, Norman Foerster, American Critiocism, p. 59.
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contenporary, Edgar Allen Poe, DPoe believed in art for art's sake,
not in art for morality's sekee. Nor did Poe ﬁelieve in individuelism
in oriticism, in trusfing to his own impressions of a book, as Emerson
did. Nevertheless, although Emerson and Poe had fundamentally different
concepts of the function of literature, there is a certain similarity,
superficial though it mey be, between them. As Foerster says, both Poe
and Emerson believe that "Poet and critic are of the same genjus: 'The
poet is the lover loving; the critic is the lover advised';'consequently, the
specific difference between them lies in ~“he poet's spomtaneity and the
oritio's consciousness ~ the one loving, the other advised, Unlike Poe,
Emerson s ets the tvo sharply apart, ‘he poets connot be served by the
oritios, assuredly not if their critiocism is querulous and destructive,
For the poets do as they can, and cannot do otherwlise eeee This fatalistie
conception of artistic oreation is in striking contrast with Poe's belief
in the oconscious adaptation of means to endse, Emerson is unlike Poe, again,
when he asserts that oriticlsm is an art when it goes beyohd the poet's
wards, his wvehicle, to his thought, the thing conveyede But the two are
once more in agreement in calling for an absolute criticism, a comparison,
of the partiocular work of art, not with inferior art, not even with superior
art, but with supreme art - art that excels the best that has ever been
produced. Using a term that Poe abhorred, Emerson demands a 'transcendental!
critioism," 4

Emerson was, on the whole, & good oritic, and he was consistent in the

application of his own theorye. However, this theory of criticism led Emerson

into cortain faults which appear when it is applied to actual literary works.

L2, Foerster, ope cite, Pebiie
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One of the deficiencies of Emerson as a critioc is that he is too remote
from the actiOns and passions of ‘mankind. He deals too much with the
spirit and not enough with the emotionse This is what Walt VWhitmen meant
in his oriticism of Emersone Whitman says, "Emerson, in my opinion, is
not eminent as poet or artist or teacher, though wvaluable in all those.
He is best as critic or diagnoser e¢e... cold and bloodless intellectuality
dominates him eeese At times it has been doubtful to me if Emerson really
knows or feels what Poetry is at its highest, as ir; the Bible, for in-
stance, or Homer or Shakespeare ee.e" W

Although many of Emerson's criticisms are very keen and are still
valid today, his disbelief in Poe's theory of "art for art's sake"
occasionally led him to meke some rather shallow criticisms, Perhaps
one of his greatest errors was his estimation, or rather underestimation ,
of Shelleye His orlticisms were alweys honest and sincere, but his
perpetual search for thought and ideas in literature did lead him astray
in a few instences at leaste Also, Eperson is inclined to overpraise
a little those books which embody or substentiate his own idease. One
last objection to Emerson as a critiec :i..s that, since he was not primarily
a oritie, his oriticisms are often too short and disconnected. This is
only natural because he was primarily a philosopir, not a critic.

T he defeots of Emerson's theory of criticism are very evident in
his own writings, both prose and poetry. There is a definite reletionship

between Emerson'!s own theory and practi-m of poetry. As Gay says,

Lj34 W2lt Whitman, Complete Prose Works, IT, 267, 269.
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"His theory of poetry teamded to e;:tcourage and condone his technical
faults ee.. With his insistence upon the intellectual content of
poetry, it is small wonder if his own verse lacks both passion and
musioce" ) Gray, also, recognizes the limitations imposed on
Emerson by his own aesthetic theory. "When there was a conflist
between art and thought, Emerson never hesitated to put down the
thing as he meant it and let the meter limp along as best it could.
For the 1dea was the inspiration, was it not? And the meter and rhyme
were no more than the Understanding?s method of decking out what the
Reason had perceived in one of its great silences. They should not be
abandoned, as Whitmen abandoned them, because they were the conventional
graces which established a comnunity of feeling between the poet and the
reader; but the moment that they asserted any claim of their own they
became an offense and a hindrance." Lo
Thus we see that Emerson's philosophy of life produced a theory

of literature and critioism which kept him from becoming a really great
oriti'c, Just as it prevented him from being a truly great poete If Emerson
had not been an idealist, if he had not believed in intuition and self-
reliance, he would have been a better poet and a better critic, at least
from a technical standpoint. Howesver, even if Emerson is not a great

critic, he is a good oritice His judgments on American literature are

remaerkably keen, and it is interesting to note how mamy of his opinions

still hold good today. Deliille believes that Emerson did have many of the

Lo Robert M. ° gy, Ralph Waldo Emerson, pe 1SL.

L5. Gray, op. cit., pp. 103 = 10L.
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qualities of a great oritic - "enthusiasm for literuture, wide-reading,
catholicity of taste, a high standard and a sharp diseriminetion, in-
dependences" )

Another thing that kept Emerson from being a really great critic
wes his high opinion of "han Thinking™ and of men as poet. Emerson did
not believe in giving criticism a high place among the arts. He himself
wanted to be a philosopher and a poet, not a oritie, for, as he says,
"Life is too short to waste

Lt.
In critic peep or cynic barke"

Even though Emerson is not primarily a critic, even though his
criticism is scattered and incidental, nevertheless he is a real oritie
and an Importent one. De Mille recognizes this importance in the following
estimate of hims: "However, if we cannot call Emerson a greut critic, we
must at least recognize him as a great critical force. Lowell and the
North Americem school constitute the critical orthodoxy of the Nineteenth
Century in Americae. Poe leads one wing of the opposition, what we might
call the artistic wing. Emerson is the leader ;f a second group pf heretics,
who agree not so much in spe&ific doctrines es in general attitudes, in
fundemental philosophy. In his desire to be independent of traditional
judgment, in his occasional moods of almost arrogant disregard for the
past, in his call for a literature smacking of the soil, in his dislike
of the merely pretty, in his impatience with American literature, Emerson
is the teacher Bf Vhitman, of Burroughs, and in part, I think, of the realistic

novelists and oritics of the eighteen - nimeties. And as I read the works

L6. George E. De liille, Literary Criticism in America, pe 127.

).L7. Poemﬂ, “Orks, IX. 30.
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of John liacy, Carl Van Doren, Vaniiyck Brooks, all of the men of the
modern ioonoclastic school of crities, or even such far removed persons
as V. 7o Celverton, I see everywhere traces of the germincting spirit
of Emerséne " e

Emerson is also a good critic because his criticism of American
letters does not confine itself solely to literature, but it relates
this literature to the times, to science, history, politics, economics,
culture., His criticism is basad on transcendentalism, on intuition,
on idealism, on individualism and selfereliance, and on morality,
and these fundemental critical principles are, in every respect, a
direct outgrowth of his philosophy of life. The results obtained by
applying this theory of criticism to the entire field of American

letters are very interesting, both in themselves and for the light

they shed on Emerson.

I-J.BO Do Mille. OE. ci!_o’ PPe 127 - 1280
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CHAPIER III.

ELERSON'S CRITICISLI OF AMERICAN LITERATURE.
I.

EMERSON'S CRITICISL OF AMERICAN LITERATURE AS A VHOLE.

v

Emera n's criéicism of American literzture is of two kinds:
criticism of American literature as a body, and ori£icism of individual
gen of letterse It is difficult to collect Emerson's criticisms of
American literature into a body for two reasonse In the first place,
his criticism is scattered throughout and buried deeply in all of his
vritings = in his journals, his essays, and his letters, Secondly,
nost of the contemporary authors of his time were friends of his, and
this makes it difficult to sort out what is really literary criticism
from what it merely & commentary on personalities,

Emerson criticizes American literature on three main points: its
dependence on Europe, its materialism, and its failure to use American
materials. - Long before his "Americen Scholar" address of 1837
Emerson was sugjesting that Americe cease her servile imitation of
Europe. This is one of Emerson's strongest teachings, and it is really
just a corellary of his belief in self=-reliance. Channing had begun
preaching this doctrine of literary independence long before, but Emerson

vas the one who really sounded the clarion call to the youth of America.

Fmerson's attacks against America's sultural dependence on Europe continued

1, Jourrels, IV, 89 - 90; 108,-110,



throughout his entire life, His esmrliest remark on this subject was written
at the age of nineteen when he said, "Let the Young Americen withdraw his
eyes from 411 but his ovm country.” = Years later he says, "Imitation
may be pretty, amusing, populer, but it never can be great." > Vhile

he is in Englend, in 1833, he speaks disparagingly of the influence of

the English press on America: "I have heasrd the proverb that no evil but
can sreak e¢... Consider that every weck turope sends this voice of all its
opinions and interests by its periodical press or occasional works into
America." e One of Fmerson's most severe criticisms during this early
period of his life wes written in 183l, after his return £o Americaf He
seys, "Wiebster's speeches seem to be the utmost that the unpoetic vest

has accomplished or cane 1iie all lean on England; scarce a verse, a psge,

& newspaper, but is writ in imitation of English forms; our very mammers
and conversation are traditionsl, and sometimes the life seams dying out

of all literature, and this enormous paper currency of Viords is acce;ted
ingkeades I suppose the evil may be cured by this rank rabble party, the
Jagksonianism of the country, heedless of English, and of all literature, -
they may root out the hollow dilattantism of our cultivation in the coars-
est way, and the nevborn may begin again to frame their own world vith
grecter advantoge. Meantime liebster is no imitatdp eeee” >

Emerson's most important indictment of American literzature as a

whole occurs, of course, in his Phi Beta Kappa oration of 1637, "ihe

2+ Journals, I, 246,
3e Journals, II,522,
Le Journals,III,202.

5. Jo’urnals, 111,3080
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American Scholar? The philosophy behind the oration has alresdy been -
discussed under Lmerson's theory of literuture, and criticism, but some

of his more specific remarks on American literature are ap:licable herec,
His strongoest criticism arises from the idea that our age is too re-
trospective, that we look backward to genius, instecd of realizing that
every e must produce its own literature and its ovn geniusess. This can

be done only through self-reliance, by relying on that spark oi' he divine
vhich is in us alls Amerieca, in particular, has always loolled toward Europe
instead of relying on herseclf, I think Oliver ..endcll Holmes is justified
in calling this "the Americen declaration of literary independenceg because
this was no doubt very influential in arousing young Americen authors, like
Thoreau, to create and originate literaturs. Emerson was not alone in his
demand for an indigenous literature, but his cry was probably hbhe strongest
and most insistent. Channing had begun this demand in his paper"On National
Literature" in which he said: "A people into whose minds the thoughts of
foreigners are poured perpetually, needs an energy within itself to resist,
to modify this mighty inflnenceo e¢ees It were better tg have no litercture,
than form ourselves unresistingly on a foreign one." o The periodioeels,
too, were calling for an American literature, although they continued to
borrow much of their material from Zngland. T This cry was taken up by

some of Fmersont's yonnger comtemporarica alsoe Lowell's magazine The Pioneer

wras founded as a protest against American's dependence on Ingland, in the

6o Van iiyck Brooks, The Flowering #f NewZngland, pe. 110,

7. Ffank Luther liott, A History of American lazazines, 17L1 - 1850,

ppe 183 = 136, 210, 390 = 391,



hope of emcouraging a native literature. Dellille ssys that "Lowell celled
for a literature to reflect 'not only the mountain end the rock, but also
the steam-boat and the railcar, the cornfield and the factory.'" o
Longfellow was another of these writers who made a plea for national
character in the work of American writers, EKe says: "In order to effect
this, they have only to write rore naturally, to wrife from their own
feelings and impressions, from the influence of what they see arou:d
theme " & However, Emerson was a pioneer in this field, and his de-
mands for a national litersture seem to have gained a wider audience

and had a deeper and more lasting influence than the demands of his con-.
te.poraries, Emerson vas optimistic about America ending her cultural
dependence on Europe, for, even in "The Americen Scholar™ address, he
says: "Perhaps the time is alrendy come when it,[our literature])ought
to be, and will be, something else; when the sluggard intellect of this
continent will look from under its iron lids and fill the postponed ex-
peotation of the world with something better tian exertions of mechanical
skill. Our day of dependence, our long apprenticeship to the learning of
other lands, draws to & close,” 0. This optimistie prophecy of 1837

vas not fulfilled as soon as Emerson had expected, however, and in 1856

in his English Traits he was forced to admit that Americe vms still not

entirely independent. He writes: "The American is only the continuation

of the English genius into new conditions, more or less propitious. Sse

8¢ Goeorge Ee. De Mille, Literary Criticism in America, pe 50.

9. Mott, op. oit;, pe 390.

10.Neture, Addresses, Lectures, Vorks, I, 82,
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what books fill our\libraries. Zvery book we read, every biography, play,
romance, in whatever form, is still English history and manners, so that

a sensible Englishman once said to me, 'As long Qs you do not grant us
copyright, we shall have the teaching of youe'" He Emerson was shrewd
enough torecognize that lack of copyright of English books was a definits
barrier to American literature; American publishers would not riek publish-
ing the works of an unknovm Americen when they could reprint Dickens and
Scott oven more cheaplye. However, this is :“merson's only corment on the
subject. Lmerson continues his atteck on America's literary dependence

in his later Journals also. He says, "Can we never extraot this maggot

of Europe from the brains of our countrymen?" e And "pur American
letters are, I confess, in the optative mood." e %ie have scon that,
through the influence of Vordeworth,Emerson had come to place zreat walue
on simple, idiomatic language, and this leads him to make enother criticism.
He says, "Our conventional style of writing is now so trite and poor, so
1ittle idiomatie, that we have several foreigners who vrite in our Journals
in a style not to be distinguished from their native colleagmes.” He
E..erson believed in a great future for Ameriosn literature, but he knew that
it was still far inferior to the contemporary English literature of liords-
worth, Coleridge, Carlyle, etce e This, then, is Emerson's first plea =

that Amerioca ocast off its Europecn shackles,

11, English Traits, Viorks, V, 36.

12, Journals, V, 3%93.

13, Journmals, V, 109,
1. Jourmals, V,'215.

15. Journals, VIII, 35lL.
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Emerson's second criticism of American literature is an objectiocn
to its materialism, He criticizes America for making literature and art
secondary in importance to trade and the material things of life, o
It is this devotion to property added to America's dependence on Europe which
has resulted in such intellectual barrenness in this country. Emerson's
longest and fullest discussion of this problem appeated in his lecture
on "Postry and Imagination" when he said, "The question is often asked,
Yihy no poet appears in America? Other nations in their early expanding
periods, in their war for existence, have shot forth the flowers of verse,
and oreated a mythology which continued to charm the imagination of after-
men. But we have all manner of ebility, except this: we are brave, victor=-
ious, we legislate, trade, plant, build, sail, and combine as well as many
others, but we have no imagination, no construotive mind, no affirmative
books; we have plenty of oriticism, elegant history; all the forms of
respectable imitetion; but no poet, no affirmer, no grand guiding mind seee
The answer is, for the time, to be found in the preoccupation of all mens
The work of half the world to be donej and it is the hard conditicn of
Nature, thut, where one faculty is excessive, it lames all the rest. Vie are
the men of prectice, the men of our hsnd, and, for the time, our hrein loses
in range what it geins in skill," i Emerson refers more than once to
this lack of any genius in a country which has so much of everything glse.

In his essay, "kominalist and Realist" he says: "It is worse in America,

where, from the intellectual quiclmess of the race, the genius of the

16, Journals, I, 262,

17, Letters and Social Aihs, Viorks, XII, 203 - 20L.
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country is more splendid in its promise and more slight in its performe=
ance. Yobster cannot @o the work of Viebster." o Emerson comments on
this again in his essay on "Boston": " I confess I do not find in our
people, with all their education, a feir share of originality of thought; -
not anylremarkable book of wisdom; =~ not eny broad generalization, any
equal power of imagination. No Paradise Lost, no Hamlet, no Viealth of
liations, no National Anthem have we yet contributed. " e

Emerson bases his third point of attack on the failu Ye of
American literature to use American materials. He was one of the first
men to admit that America did have incomparable materials for litcrature,
It was bnly natural that tfmerson, with his ovm great love to nature,
should put his hopes in the great beauty of Nature in America, particularly
the vast new Nature of the V.este. He says, "It is a pity that in this Titanic
continent, where nature is so grand, tha% genius should be so tamee 1ot one
unchallengeable reputation. Bryent es.. Greenough ¢e.s Channing e¢... They
are all feminine or receptive, and not masculine or creative." =0 Again
we read: "Mie have yet had no gen?us in America, with t&rannoué eye, which
knew the wvalue of our incomnarable materials, and saw, in the barbarism
and materialism of the time, anothei carnival of the same gods whose picture

2l.

he admires so much in Homer ee.." " Emerson objected to America's borrow-

ing of inferior materials when there were much greater things to be written

18, Fssays, Second Series, liorks, III, 230

19, Netural History of Intellect, Vorks, XII, 203 - 20L.

2OQ Journals, IV, 87.

2l. Essays, Second Scries, Vorks, III, 37.
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about at home, Emerson has some constructive ideas on this subject, too;
he points out thet as yet no one has vritten about "the noonday darimess
of the American forest, the deep, echoing, aboriginel woods, wherc the
1iving colurms of the oak and fir tower up from the ruins of the trees of
the last milenmnium; where, from year to year, the eagle end crow see no
intruder; the pines, bearded with savage moss, yet touched vith grace by
the violets at their fect 4... This teauty, = hagzard and desert beauty,
which the sun and the moon, the snow end the rain, repaint and wvery, has
o
never been recorded by art ee.." ==
tie have already seen that the Vest had greet influence on Emerson,

and to him it had boundless pcsa bilities in literature as in everything
else., In "ihe Young American" he says, "rhe nervous rocky Vlest is intruding
a néw and continuad elez;xent into the national mind, end we shall yet have
an Americen genius." e Emerson believed that this new element injected
into American literature by the Vest vould more than counteract the in-
fluence of Europe. In & paper written for the Dial in 18,3 Emerson is speak-
ing of" ©Furopean - literary dominance when he says: "this powerful star,

it is thouvght, vill soon culminate and descend, end the impending reduction
of the Transatlantic excess of influence se.. is alresdy a matter of eusy
and frequent computetion. Our eyes will be turned westwerd and a new and
stronger tone of literature will : esult. lhe Kentucky stump oratory,’_bthe

the exploits of Boone and Crockett, the journals of wectern pioneers,

agrioultirists, and soocialists, and the letters of Jack Downing, are

22, Nsture, Addresses, Lectures, Vorks, I, 169.

2%e ¥orks, 1, 370.
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genuine growths which are sought with avidity on Europe, where our
European = like bocks ere of no value," e This passa_e is of the
utmost importance for two reasons. First of all, it illustrates sgein
the importence of the Viest to Emerson and shows how he alweys looked

to the American frontier for an indigenous American literatures. Second-
ly, this vassase shows that Emerson was well-qualified to criticize
American literature because he wvas keenly aware of what vas going on
around him, It shows that he must have bden acquainted with this new
"Yankee" literature, even thogh he does not refer to it at any other
time, and his acute critical ability is revealed by his early recognition
of its importance. Enerson was correct in believing *hat this new American
humor wos going to inject a new and indigenous element into Americen

litergture. This Yankee humor began to emerge during the Jackson era, at the

time of the Westward movement of the frontier and the rise of the news-

~
ct.

peperse Sebae. Smith's "Jack Downing™ books and David Crockett's

Autobiography prepared the way for Lowell's Biglow Papers and for liark

T™wein and Bret Harte. Emerson proves himself to be a shrewd oritic and
observer by forecasting the future importence of this new native frontier
element in the development of a real American literature.

Although Emerson realized more clearly than anycne else in his time
the grect scarcity of American liter:sture, and the great defects in what
American literature there was, nevertheless he was almost always very

optimistioc about the future of American literature. In spite of its de-

2, Nature, Addresses, Lectures, Qorks, I, L16.

5. Cambridge History of American Litereture, II, 150.
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pendence on Europe, its materialism, and its failure to use American
materialisms, the field of American literature had great possibili?ies

in Ererson's mind. As early as 1822 he said, "I dedicate my books to

the ppirit of Americe e... With a spark of prophetic devotion, I hasten

to hail the Genius, who yet covnts the tardy yeers of his childhood, but ,
who is increasing unavmres in the twilight, and swelling into s trength eee.” =
lcQuiston says that Emerson kept this same youthful hope in America through-
out his entire life; this patriotic faith appears not only in this Journal
extract of 1822 but in his "Young American" eddress of 18L4l; eand in "the
Fortunes of the Republic" as late as 1873, o Emerson admitted that

America had no literature as yet, but he added, "what we have is better,

Tle have a government end a national spirit that is better than poems or
historiesee.." 20 However, Emerson did not really believe that America

was sufficiently great without any literature, for shortly after this he

says, "It is only fit that something besides newspapers should be put

into thé hands of the people.™ = And Fmerson is indicting all America

when he says: Mie are a puny and fickle fclk .... Our bosks are tents,

not pyramids.” 20 He is indioting early New England literature, par-
ticularly early llassachusetts literature, in the following parsgraph:

"To write a history of liassachusetts is not, I confess, inviting to aa

expansive thinker, since, from 1790 to 1820, there was not a book, a

26, Jounmals, I, 160.
27« Raymer McQuiston, "_R_le.lﬂﬁ‘i_o_nk of Relph T"aldo Tmerson to Piblic A_ff_aips,"

University of Kansas Humanistic Stndies, IIT, no. 1,(April,1923%),p.59.

28.—41‘_2_1-11'11&18, I, 3880
29. Journals, II, 15.
30 Journals, V, 529
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speoch, & conversation, or a thought, in the State. About 18520, the Chan-
ning, Tebster, and Everett era began, and we have been bookish and poetical
end ocogitative since." 51 kmerson does not think American literature
entirely barren, hpwecver, for in nominating the feculty for his ideal col-
lege he says, " ly college should have Allston, Greenough, Bryant, Irving,
webster, Alcott, summoned for its demestic professors. " 5 Another favor=-
able comment appears & few years later when he writes: "The English are
stupid because they reserve their sirength. The Lowells ripen slowly.
Burrying America makes out of little varieties its great men, as now,
the three leading men in America are of a small sort, who never saw a
srander arch than their own eyebrow ¢... Yet V.ashington, Adams, Quincy,
Franklin, I would willingly adog§ my hall with, end I will have daguerres
of Alcott, Channing, Thoreau," >

In another instmnce he says, "Look at literary New Englend, one would
think it was a national fast," e But he moddfies this statement a few
months later by adding, "ie have not had since ten years a pamphlet which
I saved to bind, and here at last is Bushnell's, - and now Henry Thoreau's
tAscent of Katahdin.'" % _Emerson is also predicting & brighter future for

American literature when he says, "Let us be very mum at present about

trerican literature. One of these ages, we, too, will set omr feet on Andel!

31, Journels, VIII, 329,

326 Journals, V, 203,

33. Jovrnals, VIII, 551,

3lis Journals, VI, 208,

25+ Horace Bushnell was en importa nt American theologien of the nineteenth
century. He wrote theological works, but he also contributed to several of
the periodicals of his day. His vritings were original and ¥igorous and al-
ways aroused much discussion and interest emong scholars and thinkerss

36. Journals, VII, 526.
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37
topse " In his last volume of Journals, late in the year 1869,

Emerson give;s a good sumary of much of the important Amgrican literature
of that time. He writes, "ihat a harness of buclkram wealth and city life
put on our poets and literary men, even when men of great parts. Alcott
complained to me of want of sympathy in Lowell, Holmes, and Longfellow;
and Alcott is the right touchstone to test themj; true litmus to detect
the acid esees Honry James is not spoiled; Bryant is perfect; New York
has not hurt hime I should be glad if James Lowell were as simply noble
es his cousin Frenk Lowell ... Charles lewcomb and Chenning (Ellery)
arc savéd by genius. Thoreau was with difficulty sweet e¢.es But in all
the living circle of American wits and scholars is no enthusiesm. Alcott
alone has it." -

At another time he condemns Irving, Bryant, Lverett, Channing, and
T"ebster because they "all lack nerve and daggere" = In his essay on
"Literary Ethiocs™ in 1838 he says, "lhis country has not fulfilled what
seemed the re=sonable expectation of mankind e¢e.. The mark of American
merit in painting, in sculpture, in pcetry, in fiction, and in eloquence,
seems to be a certan grace without grandeur, and itself not new but de-

Lo.

rivative, a vase of fair outline but empty ee.o" Emerson's prophecies
are agsin more optimistio in his lectures on "ihe Young American™ in

18l);. He says, "America is beginning to assert herself tothe senses and to
the im,gination of her children, and Europe is receding in the same degree."

This, then, concludes Emerson's criticism of American literature

as a whole, Although he was not satisfied with Americen literature,

37e Journals, X, 5l..
38 Journmals, X, 65.
39 Jcurnals, V, 205,

l'\0e Nature, Addresses, Lectures, Viorks, I, 156 = 157,

J.1., Nature, Addresses, Lectures, Viorks, L, 363.
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although he believed it should have produced something greater than

it has as yet produced, nevertheless he was, on the whole, optimistio
about the future of American literature. It is Imerson's transcendental-
ism which makes him so impatient with the materialism of American letters;
it is his bolief in self - reliance and individualism which mekes him so
impatient with America's cultural dependence on Europe. And, with his own
underlying optimism and his love of Nature, it is to the llest that Emerson

turns to see America's rising star,



~=




II.
ELlReON'S CRITICISM OF AL ERICAL PERIODICAL LITWRATURL.

The dharacter of the periodical in America at this time justifies
Emerson'!s oriticism of Amerie:n literature as a whole. These periodicels
clamored for an indigenous literature end yet they continued to borrow almcst
all of their material from English and other sources, - However, begin-
ning in 1825, American periodical literature entered a new era, which has
been called the "Golden Age of Periodicals.” = The new German thought,
English Romenticism, and the growth of the VWest were affecting this field
as woll as every other aspect of Americen life. Yne of the most noticesb le
results of all these forces was the tremendous inoresse in the number of
periodicals produced in Americe; from less than & hundred in 1825 the
number of these publications had jumped to about six huddred by 1850. >
Of course, many of these periodiocals were very ephemeral, and their average

life was not over two years. lThe field was becoming more remunerative,

however, and the famous Graham's lagazine and the equally famous Knicker=

backer were beginning to publish articles by Americats leading authors,
such as Poe, Bryant, Cooper, Longfellow, Lowell, and Holmes, But there
were s%ill many inferior publications, partioularly in tﬁe field of the
literary weekly, and the compétition from the Viomens! liagazines such as

L.
Godey's Lady's Booﬁhlso tended to lower the standard of other periodicalse

1, Frank Luther lMott, A History of American Lagazines, 1741 - 1850, p. 2l1

2+ Ibid,,pe 337
3. Ibidy,pp. 341 - 342,

Ly Ibide,ppe 348 - 360.
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The Quarterlyreviews were incre:sing in number but they never became _
very popular because as a rule they appealed only to that class vhich was
5

especially interested in reviews and other literary topicse Some of

the most famous among these Quarterly reviews are the North American of

Baneroft, the Boston Quarterly of Brownson, the Dial of the Transcendentalists,

and the Massachusetts Quarterly of Parker. Emerson was of course most in-

terested in this phase of Americen periodical literautre, and his criticism
is limited entirely to these Quarterly reviews with the exception of his
comuents on the newspapers. America was also producing numerous religious
periodicals, to which such men as Clarke and Hedge were frequent con-
tributors. Even after 1825, however, America had not really entered a
"solden age" of periodicalse. There were too many of them, especially too
meny of the weeoker ones. Almost all of them were still demanding a national
literaturé,"while at the same time thoy were still slavishly imitating the
English magazines in both form and contente Yhe American eclectics were
still borrowing the best of English periodical literature,. o It is no
~wonder that Emerson found much to criticize in American periodical lit-
erature at this time = it was not only too dependent on England, but,

for the most part, its indigenous material was inferior and weak. Emerson
also believed that this repidly increasing periodical literature was
retarding the growth of American litersture as a whole. He scys, "Our

era of exploits and civilization is ripe enow, and if it had not been dissipated
by the unfortunate rage for periodical nroductions, ove literature should

Te

hgve grown ere now to a Greek or Reman staturee"

5o IBidgope 360 - 367.
6e Ibic, pp. 393 - 397.

7o Journals, I, 306.



If Emersonwas criticel of Americen periodicel literature, it is—
intercsting to note that the periodicals were equally criticel of him.
Unsil 1844 both the religious and secular journals were strongly op-
posed to Emerson, partly bdcause of his transcendentalism but mainly in
protest against his famous "Divinity School Address' Of 1838, o However,
after the publication of his second volume of essays in 18l);, Emerson
began to receive more favorable trectment from the periodicals of his
daye

Emerson's oriticism of this American periodical literzture is of

particular imterest because of his own intimate ccnnection with at least

one of these periodicels, the Dial. The Dial grew out of a desire for

expression on the part of the members of Transcendental Club, and the
establislment of a journal was first discussed in 1839 at a club meeting.
merson, Yarker, Fuller, Ripley, Alcott, Hecdge were really the founders
of this new journal, and the first issue came out in July, 1840, with
liargaret Fuller as editor. Huerson himself became editor in 18,2, end

he held this position until the journal beceme Befunct in April, 180.
Emerson not only edited the Dial for two years, but during the four

yoears of its existence he contributed some sixty or seventy articles,

65.

ranging from essays and poems to editorisls and book reviews. His interest

in this periodieal is further shown by the many cormments in his Journals
and letters.

At the time the Dial was being organized, Emerson writes, "If there
be need of a new Jourmal, that need is its intpoduction; it wants no
preface es.. It will ignore all the old, long constituted public or

publics to which newspapers end megazines address. It ipgnores all

8. Mott, OD. olte., pe )410.



newspapers and magazines ee.. If the projected Journal be what we
anticipete, - and if not, we should not cere for it, - it does not

now know itself in the way of accustomed criticism; it ocnnot foretell
in orderly proportions whet it shall dos its criticism is to be posetic,
not the peeping tu’t the broad glance of theo American man on the books

and things of the houre Its brow is not wrinkled with circuusrection,
o

Je
but it serene, chesrful, adoring." Imerson algo wrote about the

found'ng of tho Dial to his friond Curlyle. In a letter dated larch,
18440, he says, "Did I tell you that we hope shoftly to send you some
Anmericanwrse and prose of geod conbtent? Ly vivacious friend, larguret
T™uller is to edit a jonrnal whose first number she promises for the lst
of July next, which I think will be written with a jood will if vritten
at alle I sow some poetiocal frag ments vhich chermed me, - if only the
vriter consents to give them to the public." o And the following
ponth he =rites the following to Curlyle: "I have very good hope that
my friend liargaret Fuller's Journal - after many false baptisms now
saying it will be called the Dial, and which is to appear in July -
will give you a better knowdedge of our :roung people than any iou

have had." He In June he wrote azain to Carlyle, saying, ™iith this,
or precentily after it, I shall send a copy of the Dial. It is not yet
much; indeed, thoungh no copy has come to me, I Jmow it is far short

of whet it should be, for they have suffered puffs and dulness to creep

in for the sake of the complement of the pages; but it is better than

96 Journals, V, 386 - 387,

10.The Correspondency of Carlyle and Zmerson, I, 270.

11. Ibid, I, 285.
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anything we had; and I have some poetry communicated to me for the _
next number which I wish Sterling to sees" e The first issue of

the Disl was not very well rcceived, and ierson himsell had many

dotts about ite. He wrote to Carlyle ajein imnediately after the
publiceiion of the first issue, saying, "Our corurunity begin to

stand in séme terror of Transcendentalism, and the Dial, poor little
thing;, whose first number contains scarce amything considerable or

even visible, is just now honored %y attacks from almost every newvs-
paper and nagazinee" e Since Emerson believed that poetry wms the
hizhest form of literature, he criticized the first number, in a letter
to largaret Fuller, becausc be believed thet the verse should occupy a
more conspicuous place in the journal. Hoe However, e must have come to
thé conclusion that the public did not agrec with him in this respect,
for in another letter to MNissiuller in July, 18,0, he writes: "iowhere
do I £ind renders of the Dial postry, which is my one thing needful in
the entorprisc eee.. I think Alcott's paper of great importance to the
fournal, inassmuch as otherwise, as far as I have reud, there is little
that might not appear on any other journal,” e That Emerson was not
quite sutisfied with the Dial after its first issue becomes more epparent
in a comment written in his Journal én July 31, At that time the says:

"And now I think our Dial ought to be a mere literary journal, but that

the times demand of us all a more earnest aime. It ought to contsin the test

12, Ibid,,I, 269 = 290.
13, Ibid,,I, 298.

1. James Elliot Cabot, A liemoir of Ralph 1/aldo Imerson, II, LOL.

15, Ibid,,II, LOS.
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advioe on the topics of Govermment, Temperance, Abolition, Trade, and
Demestic Lifees It might well add to such compositions sch poetry and
sentiment as now constitute its best merit, Yet it ought ‘o go straight
into life with the dcvoted visdom of the best men and women in the land.
It should = should it ngt? - be a degree mearer to the hodiurnal facts
than my writings are," o Just five days later he wrotes a letter to

liss Fuller which contains the same idea as the above passage from his

Journal, He vrites: " I begin to wish to see a different Dial from that

which I first imegined. I would not have it too literary. I wish we

might make a jourmal so broad and great in the survey that it should lead

the opinion of this generation on every gre:t interest, and read the law on
property, govermmcnt, education, as well as on art, letters, and rcligion.

It does not seem worth our while to work with any cther than sovereign aims ¢...
I eam just now turning my pen to scribble and copy on the subject of Labor,

Farm, Reform,.Domestic Life, etce, and I asked myself, why should not the

Dial present this homely and grave subject to the men ond women of the lend? ee..
I know the dangers of such latitude of plan in any but the best conducted
jourrals 1t becomes friendly to special modes of reform; partisan, bigoted,
perhaps whimsicel; hut tniversal and poetice But our round-tede is not,

I fancy, in imminent peril of party, and bigotry, and we shall not bruise

17..
each the other's whims by the cdllision,™ Emersonts standard for

periodical literature was evidently just as high as his standard for any
other type of literature. He oriticizes the Dial again a little later in
his Journals, saying, "A newspaper in a Brave and candid tone censors the

Dial as having disappointed the good expeotation of our lovers of literature e...

The Dial is poor and low and all unequal to its promise: but that is not for

16, Journals, V, L8,

17. Cabot, OEQ cit.. II’ LJ.OB - Lpbo
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you to sa; O Dally Advertiser, but for me. It is now beiter after your
mamer than anything else you have; and you do not yet see that it is,
and will sgon see and extol ite I see with regret that it is still after
your manner, and not after mine, and that it is something vhich you can
praise." o A few days later he adds, "I see in a moment, on looking
into our new Dial, which is the wild poetry cnd vhich the tame, &nd see
that one wild line out of a privote heaert s:.ves the whole book." e

Then Emerson took over the editorship of the journsl he wrote the
following passaze in a lettor to Curlyle: "I submitted to what seemed a
necessity of petty literary patriotism, = I know not what else to call it, =
and tock charge of our thankless little Dial, here, without subseribers
enogh to pay even a bublisher, much less any laborer sese but it serves
as a sort of portfolio, to cafry about a few.poems or sentcnces which
would otherwise be transcribed and circulatedi and always we uvre waiting
when somebody should come and meke it .good." =0

This is almost exactly whet Emerson wrote to Dr. Ledye, also. He says
in this letter, "Poor Dial = it has not pleased any mort:l. No man cried,
God sgve ite. And yet, though it contains a deal of matter I could gladly
spare, I yet value it as a portfolio which preserves and conveys to distant
petsons precisely what I should send them if I coulde. It wants mainly end
end only some devotion on the part of its conductor to it, that it may not
be the herbarium that is of dried flowers, bxt the vehicle of some living
and advaneing mind. But nobody has yet conceived himself borm for this end

21,
onlye"

18. Jourmla’ V, Ll-71 - )4,72.

19. Jourmls! V, )4760

20, The Correspondence of Carlyle and :tmerson, II, 2.

21. Cabot’ OE. gt_.. J.].07 - LLOBO
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Vihen the Dial finally died out Emerson wrote the following passage
to his friend V. H. Furhesss "I have just done with the Dial, Its last
number is printed; and having lived Dur years, which is a Presidential
term in America, it may respectably eunde I have continued it for sone
time against my own judgment to please other people, and thomgh it has
no¥ some standing and :i.ncr'.eas:'.:w favour in England, it makes a very slow
gain at home, and it is for home that it is designed. It is time thaot each
of the principal contributors to it should write in their own names, and
go to thelr proper recders. In New kngland :’i:’cs whole quadrennium will be
a pretty historiette in literary ammals," =

The Dial scems to heve had a better reputation in Ingland than in its
courtry, for in 1847 Emerson wrote to Thorean from kngland, saying, "The
Dial is ebsurdly well=known here., lie at home, I think, are always a little
ashamed of it, = I em, = and yet horé it 1s spoken of with the ubmost
sravity and I do not laugh," >

Emerson seems to have felt more kindly townrd the Dial as he grew
older, and his last two comments on it show that it had become =a mellow

memory to him. Emepson speaks of the Dial in the chapter he wrote for

"The liemoirs of liargaret Fuller Ossoli, In that book he says of the Dial:

"The workmen of sufficient culture for a poetical and philosophical magazine
were too few, and, as the peges were filled by unpaid contrébutors, each of
whom had some paying employment, the journal did not get his best but his

second=best, Its scattered writers had not digested their theories into a

226 Clarenco Gohdes, The Periodicals of American Transcendcntalism, ». 153,

23, Charles Sanborn, "The Emerson = Thoreau Corresrpondence,” Atlantic

Nonthly, LXIX, (liay, 1892) p. 7.2.
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distinet dogma, still less into a practical measure which the publiec

could grasp;s and the magazine was so eclectic and miscellaneous, that

each of its readers and vriters wvalued only a small portion of it eese

But the Dial betrayed, through all its juvenility, timidity, and convention-
el rubbish, some sparks of the true love and hope, and of the pioty to
spiritual law eee. " ) Emerson's last reference to the Dial appears in
his essay on "Life and Letters in New England." Speaking of the meetings

of the Transcendental Club, he says; "Wothing more serious came of it

than the modest quarterly journel called the ?ig}, which under the editor-
ship of lMargaret Fuller, and later of some other, enjoyed its obscurity

for four years. All its papers were unpaid contributions, and it was rather
a work of friendship among the narrow circle of students than: the organ

of any party. Perhaps its writers were its chief readers; yet it contained
some noble pepers by llargcret Fuller, and some numbers had an exhausting
sale, because of papers by Theodore Parker," = Thus we see that Emerson,
in spite of his Iintimate connection with the journal, was eble to see its
defeots very clearly, and that he was eable to look beyond these defects and
recognize that it did have some value. To Emerson the main value of the Dial
was not so much in its good individual pieces as in its superior aim, Here

ezain we see Emerson as a "transcendental critic.”

Enerson saw American periodical literature as a whole as's diffused

264
and weakened Athens," and he also said that it was a vice of journals
27.
that they contained only the sscond beste The Dial was probably origine

ated partly as an attenpt to remedy these defects, and, if it failed, it was
not for want of tryinge. If it fell short of the mark, at least the aim was

high and it was by no means an ignominious failube.

2lje Memoirs of Margaret Fuller Ossoli, p. 323.

25, Lectures and Biographical Sketches, Vorks, X, 343 - 3LL.

A2 Tavenale. V. 1O >7 . Jonurnels. VI. 203,
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Emersonwas associated with enother periodical after the Dial dis~
appeared, but he was never very intimately connected with it. This second

periodical was Theorodre lrarker's ‘“.assachusetis Quarterly, ' which came

into existence in 1847, threoc years after the Dial ended. Emerson, Farker,

Aloott, Thoreau, Elliot Cebot, Clarke eand othersqfirst started disoussing

the project of this new journal in liay of 1347 2 E.erson was asked to

edit this new periodical but he refused, and finally Parker was forced to

undettake the task. Cabot says that Emerson did not like it when his name

appeardd as one of the editors. - but Gohdes says that Hnerson must have

Jnown about it and allowed his nameAto appeer among the editors, ségce the
.

preliminary announcement came out before Imerson left for Europes

Eperson wrote the "Editors' Address™ for the first issue of the Massachusetts

Quaéterlz', and it is written in a very optimistic wvein. Emerson seems to

have had“the same high hopes for the lassechusetts Quarterly Review that

he had seven years earlier for the Dial. He says, "A journal that would mect
the real wants of this time must have a courage and a power sufficient to
solve the problems which the great zgroping society around us, stupid with-
perplexity, is dumbly exploring ee.. Tie rely on the magnetism of truth." S
However, this periodieal, too, fell short of Imersons! expectations, and,
after the first issue, he had his name withdrawn from the 1list of editors.
Emerson did not lose all his interest in the journal, as he later contributed

two reviews (one on Coleridge, the other on Sterling) which he would not have

done if the periodical itself had been distasteful to him. In a letter to

29, Cabot, op. cite, LIT - L98.

30, Gohdes, op. cite, 100,

31, liscellaneous, Vorks, XI, 390, 393.
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his wife in January, 1848, shortly after the first issue of the

liassachusetts Quarterly Review had appeered, Emerson writes, "fhe

journal is of a good spirit, and has much good of Agassiz, but no
intellectual tone such as is imperatively wanteds no literery skill,
even, and, without a loftier note than eny in this number, it will

32
sink into a North American at once," A few ronths later, in

another letter to his wife, written this time from England, he says,
"I find Chepman very anxious to estalish a journal common to 0ld and

New England, as was long ago proposed. Let the lassachusetts Quarterly

give place to this, and we should have two legs and bestride the sea.

But whet do I, or what does any friend of mins in America, care for a

journal? Not enough, I fear, to secure any energetic work on that side ees.
'Tis certain the llass. Q.R. will fail unless Henry Thoreau and Alcott and 53

Channing and Charles Newcomb-the fourfold visaged four = fly to the rescue."

Although Emerson had a rather high opinion of the North American

Review im his youth, he began to think that the lassachusetts Quarterly

Review may have been started partly as a protest against the conservation

of the North American Review, In 1822, at the age of ninetecn, Emerson

wrote the following pagsage: in & letter to his classmate J. B. Hill: "The

North Americm Roview grows better and travels farther, and though we are

35
inundated with silly poetry, we improves" In another letter to Hill
written almost a year later we read, "The last N.A. Review is full of wit
50
and literature ee.." Emerson does not refer to this periodical again

32, Cabot, ope cite, ps 515
33¢ Ibid,,pe 537
31‘.. GOhdes’ OEQGit.’ p. lbl.

35. Cabot, ODe Oit.' Pe 900

36, Ibid,ape 96.
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until 1838, fifteen years later, +~han he writes in his Jourmal, 'when

I read the Morth Amorican Review or the Londen Quarterly, I seem to hear

3T

the snore of the muses, not their waking voice." Later he adds,

"gnd I confess to some pleasure from the stinging rhetoric of a rattling

oath in the month of truclmen and tecamsters. How laconic and brisk it is
384
by the side of a page of the liorth Americen Review," He also says,

"A journalist in London or New York acquires a facility and élan which

throws the slow elaborstors for the Edinburgh and the liorth American into

the shade. Thus this lively article 'Schopenhauer! in the New York Commercial
Advertiser eclipses Hedge's learned paper in the Examiners" 59

The Atlantic iionthly was founded in 1857 in an attempt to do what almost
all the other American periodicals to date had tried to do, but where the
others had failed this new periodical came very close tc succeeding. Pattee
says that even when it was founded it was "an adequate magazine, one that
at the samzotipe could be as profound as Emerson and yet as sparkling as

Holmes." lowever, Emerson himself did not seem to have a very high

opinion of it, for, in 1857, he writes thus: "The Atlantic lonthly. A

Journal is an assuming to guide the age - very proper and necessary to

be done and good nows that it shall be so = But this journal, is this it?
ias Apollo spoken? In this, the sentiment of freecdom is the sting which all
feel in common; a lorthern sentiment, the only tie; eand the manifcst con-
veniency of having a good vent for such wares as scholars have, There is a

discrcpancy in the nature of the thing; each of the contributors is content

37 Journals, IV, L76.
38, Journals, V, [190.
39. Journals, X, 335

LO. Fred Lewis Fattee, The First Century of American Literature, pe 579.




that the thing be to the largest aims; but when he is asked for his con-
tributions, he considers where his strength lies; he has certein experiences
which have impressed him lately, and which he can combine, but no choioce

or & very narpow choice among such, and the best the Editor can do is, to
seo that nothing goes into the book but important pieces; every chapter
must recall real experiences., It suffices that it be weighty. It matbters
not whether 'tis upon Religion, or Balloons, or Kneebuckles, so only that
there is nothing fantastic or fiotitious‘in the subject and vriting. Great
scope and illumination ough£ to be in the Editor, to draw from the best in
the land, and to defy the public, if he is only sure himself that the piece
has worth, and is righteess" )

However, if Emerson did rot have a very high opinion of American
periodiceals, his opinion off our newspapers was even lower, for the most
part. In 1838 Emerson writes, "Bancroft talked of the foolish Globe
nev.spapera it has a ciroculation of 40,020 end as he said, each copy is
read by ten persons, so that an editorial article is read by three hundred
thousand persons eee« I only told him then I wished they would vrite better
if they vrote for so many. I ought to have said what utter nonsense to neme
in rmy ear this number as if thrat were anything. Three million such people
as can read the Globe with interest are as yet in too crude a state of nona e
to deserve any regurd. I ought to have expressed a sincere contempt for the
Scremble neuspapers” ’

In the essays there are many mnore corr.ents on newspepers in general,

although there are few more specifio references to any ore newspapere In

his essay on Goethe, Emerson is critioizing both kinds of periodical

L2, Journals, IV, Lj10.



literature vhen he says, "In the learned journal, in the influential
newspeper, 1 discern ho form; only some irrcsponsible shadow; oftener

some mongyed corporation, or some dangler vho hop_es, in the mask and

robes of his paragreph, to pass for somebody." i Ee is even more

bitter in his essay "vWorks and Days" when he says, "/hat siclrening de-

tails in the daily journals, I believe they have ceased to publish the
Newguate Calendar and the Pirates' Cvn Bock since the femily nowspapers,
nemely the New York Tribune c:nd the London Times, have quite superseded

them in the freshness as well as the horrors of their rccords of crime." e
Leter he says, "Shun the spawvm of the press on the gossip of the hour," i
bmerson did realize, however, that there was also much good in the newspapers,
for he speaks of the "cheap press bringing the university‘ to every poor mans'
docr in the newsboys basket," ) And in his lecture on "the Fugitive Slave
Law" he says: "M:ith the business men enters the newsboy, that humble priest
of pclitics, finance, philosophy, end religion. He unfolds his magicel sheosts,-
twopenco & head his bread of Imowledge costs = and instantly the entire
assemply, fresh from their breakfast, are bending as one man to their second

breakfast, There is, no doubt, chaff enough in what he brings; but there

ig fact, thought, end wisdom, in the crude mass, from all regions of the

L7e

vorld, "
Thus we see that Emerson vas as just and keen a critic of American

periodiocel literature as he was of any other phase of American letters,

L3¢ Rerresentative ILlen, Vorks, 282.

L)1, SBeciety and Solitude, Viorks, VII, 165.

Li5¢ Vorks, VII, 196,
L6e Viorks, VII, 24.

L7. Miscellaneous, i.orks, sI, 218,
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He saw the defects and wealmesses of the periodicals and newspepers
of the day, but he also saw their gocd points, especially in their

creat possibilities for future good.
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I1I. ' -

EuBRYU NS CRITICISM OF VILLIAM ELLERY CHANKING.

VWiilliam Ellery Chaming is an importent figure in Americai letters
bedause he was the greatest of the Unitarians, especially from a literary
point of view, and because he did so much to liberate Boston from Calvin-
ism, His influence on Emerson has already been noted inrespect to the
philosophy of the Ovcr-Soul and the demand for an indiggnous litarature.
Eowever, the scope of Chamming's influence wes much broader then that;
his importance to all New England cannot be overestimated. Ven Viyck
Brooks says that Channing was "the great avmkener" and "father of half
the reforms that characterized the Boston of his ages" e Channing
helped to rid Boston of its outworn Calvinism by putting man and the
present life in the foreground, by putting God and immortality a little
farther away, Channing tried to elevate the lower classes, he tried
to promote a national literature, end, most important of all, he fried
to arouse the people of Boston to think for themselves., As Brookz says,
"He harrowed the ground for literature, first by his harrowing of the
ground for life, and also by his intuitive understanding of the function
of art and letters. He knew his country and he knew the poets, and he knew
what his country and the poets heeded. Independence, he was well .ware, =
the basis of all endiring greatness, =ras something that had to be earned,

. -

and that could be earned." - Vithout Channingts influence, Emerson might

not have become such an ardent advocate of the over-soul and of & nationsal

1. Van Vyck Brooks, The Flowering of New Engsland, ppe. 109, 110,

2. Ibidgype 110.
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literatures. What is more certain, however, is that, without Channing,
there wouldhave been no audience for Emerson to procleim these views
toe Chenning is aléo importent as a forerunner of Iranscendentallsm;
Frothingham says he was a Transcen@entalist in feelin;, evsn though he
was not a Transcandentalist in philosophye 3. I think tmerson realized
the debt he owed to Channing, but I do not think he realized the extent
of this debte From Emersonts first journals we see that Channing was one
of his enrly idols, and after Channing's death Emerson a:;ein holds a very
high opinion of hime There is also much adverse criticism of Chenning,
however, Enerson's criticisms may nct be unjust, but occasionally he does
seem b0 Porget his ovn debt to Channing and the handiceps 6Ff illness and
an unsympathetio Boston, which Channing had to fight against. In the field
of American letters Channingz's sermons are his most important works be-
cause they influenced all liew Ingland, but his secular essays, on iilton,
anelon, and Napo;eon, naede him well-knovm throughout the worlde )
Emerson's early comments on Channing aere all favoreble. In 1823
he writes in his journal, "I heard Dre. Channing deliver a discqurse upon
Revelation es standing in compafison with Hetures I heve heard no sermon
approaching in excellence to this, since the Dudleian lecture. Thelanguage
was a transparent medium, conveying with the utmost distinctness the
pictures in his mind to the mind of his heareirs," > The same year in a

letter to Liss lary koody Emerson he stys, "Dre Channing is preaching

sublime setmons every Sunday morning in Federal Street, one of which I

3 Ootavius Broosk Frothirgham, Transcendentalism in New Ensland, ppe 111 - 113,

Lie Brooks, op. cit., pe 107.
Se Journals, I, 290,



€0,

O
heard least Sunday, and which surpassed Everett's eloguence." A year
later we read, 'no change of manners leaves Hegven without a witness,
end Luitprand and St. Gregory and St., etc. are rppresented today by
Dr. Channing, Dr. Chalmers, etc." ) Ten yeers later Emerson is still
comuenting favorably on Chenning, for he says: 'then I remerber thet the
very grectness of lomer, Shakespeare, of iiebster, and Channing, is the
truth with which they reflect the mind of all mankind, then I feel the
riches of my inheritance in being set down in this world, gifted vith
organs of communication vith this gifted company." > Shortly after-
werds he adds, "Coleridgs, V.ordsworth, Schelling are conclusive when
Channing or Carlyle or Bverett guotes them, but if you take up their
own books, then instantly they become not lawgivers, but modest, peccable
candidetes for your approbetion." 7 At leest we see here that kmerson
was cognizant of Channing's importonce in the spread of German thought
and English Romanticism in America.

Channing seemed to find favor with Emerson because he, toc, observed
the criterion of thc necessity of the moral, Emerson writes, "If Deaniel
webster's or Dr. Channing's opinion is not frankly told, it is so much
deduction from the moral vdue of that opinion, and I should say, moreover,
that their opinion is knovm by the very concealment." o Later he says,
"I think Dre. Channing was intellectuel by dint of his fine moral sen=-

timent, and not primarily."

6, Jtmes Elliot Cabot, A kiemoir of Ralph Vialdo Emerson, I, 105.
Te Journals, I, 375 |

8e Journals, III, 383 - 38L.

9« Journals, III, Loc.

104Journals, III, 5L6 = 5L7.

11l,Journals, VI, 271.
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Emerson's adverse criticisms of Channing start about 1835. hmerson’
was begimning to realize that Channing vms getting on in yeurs, that his
powers were weakening & little. In a letter to Carlyle in lLarch, 1835,
Emerson writes the following rassage about Chann'ngs: "I know his genius
does not and camot engage your attention much. lle possesses the mysterious
endowment of natural eloquence, whose effect, however, intense, is limited
of course, to personal comrunication. I con see myself that his writings,
without his voice, may be meagre and feeble, But plense love his catholicism,
that at his ege can relish the Sarter Resartus, born and invetercted as he
is in old books, lioreover, he lay avake all night, he told my friend last
weck, because he had learned in the evening thet some young men propcsed to

issue a journal, to be called The Transcendentalist, as the orz=n of a
12,

spiritual philosophy. At another time he says of Channirg, "He cen

never he reported, for his eye and his voice cemot te printed, and his
13,
discourses lose whet vms best in vanting them." Emersonts criticisms

of the Unitarian minister tecome more severe, end in 1C36 he speaks of the
"Tameness of genius in Americae. Not one unchallengceble reputation eee.e

everything is uncheracterized, uncreative eeee S of Dr. Channing's preach=-
ing. They are all feminine or receptive, and not masculine or creative.," )
The following year, 1837, Imerson tells us vory distinectly how he fcels
dbout Channing, for he says, "i.on are continually seperating, not necrring

by acquaintance, Once Dre. Channing filled our sky. Now we becoms so conscious
of his limits and of the difficulty attending any effort to show him our

15,
point of view that we donbt if it be worthwhile. Best Amputato."

12, The Correspondence of C:rlyle and Imerson, I, L8.

13, Cabot, ope. cits, pe 103.
lLl.. _q_O’_’l'nalS, IV, 870

15, Journels, IV, 239.
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Emerson at this time seemed to see Channing as a representative of the old
school, while he himself was becoming a lender of the younger generation,

and he occasionally forgets that it was Channing who helped produce this
new generation. lLowever, even during this period of advcrse criticism,
Emerson was still on very friendly ferms with Channing, and received at

least tvo visits from him in 1837, Of the first visit umerson says, "Eut
Seges of the orowd are like kings, so environed with deference and ceremony
that a call like this givss no true word for *“le mind and hearts" o

The second visit was evidently more successful, for smerson refers to
Chenning as "the becrer of the right Promethean fire." e That lmerson

did still regard Channing as en important literury figure is revcaled by

the group of men with whom Le pleces Channinge He says, "It would give me
new scope to vrite on topies proper to this ag? and read discourses on
Goethe, Carlyle, \.ordeworth, Canova, Thorweldsen, Tennyscn, Q'Connell,
Baring, Chenning, and ".ebster. To these I must write up. " o In 13l1
Emerson corments much less favorably, however. Ie says, "I cannot help sceing
that Dr, Chamning would have been a much greeater writer had he found a strict
tribunal of writers, a graduated intellectual empire established in the land,
and knew that bad logic would not pass, and thet the most sevore exaction was
to be made on all who enter thcso lists eeee It is very easy to resch the
de_ree of culture that prewvails around us; very hard to pass it, and Doctor
Channing, had he found ordsworth, Sovthey, Coleridge, and Lamb around him,
would es easily have been severe with himself and risen a desree higher as he

19,

has stood where he is,"

16. (Tourmls, IV, 256.

17. Journals, IV, 3506,

13y Jourmals, V, 1l7.

—— — ——

19, Journals, V, 105 - 100,
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vhen Channing died, in 1lL2, Emerson seems to have forgiven him for
the wealmesses he had becn criticizing for the last few vears, and he
pays him a fine tribute in his Journal, le says, "A most respectadble life;
and deserves the more praise that there is so much merely externsl, and a
sort of creature of soclety in it; = thot sort cf merit of which preaise
is the le;itimete feces Le seems sometimes as the sublime of calculation,
as the nearest that mechanism could got to the flowing of genins. His later
years = perhaps his earlier = have tecn adorned by a series of sacrifices ee..
He *as tecn, whilst he lived, the Star of the Americen Church, and has left
no successor in the puvlpit ... The sternest Juizes of the Dead, who shall
consider our wenis and his austere szlf - applicotion to them, and his fidelity
to his lights, will absolve this Soul as it passes, and sey, This man has
done well. Perhaps I think much better ﬁhings of him to»s His 'iilton' and
Napoleont were excellent for the time (tho wgnt of drill ard thorough
breading as a writer from which he sulfered being considered), and will be

20.
great ornaments of his biograrhy." Almost ken years later, in 1851,
Emerson speaks of Tennyson's In liemoriam and says,"The bork has the ad;intage
that was Dre Chamning's fortune, that all the merit was appreciables" )
224

Emerson believed that, as a minister, Channing had no equal in his time,
and he sdmits Channing's great inflvence when he scys, "Doctor Channing's
piety and wisdom had such weight thus, in Boston, the popular idea of

25
religion was whatever this eminent divine held." cmerson's last

reference to Channing is in his essay "Life and Letters in New England,"

20, Journals, VI, 285.
21, Journals, VIII, 103
22+ Journals, X, 371l.

23, Lectures end Biographical S'zotches, X, 160 = 167
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vhen he says, ™ I attribute much imnortence to two papers of Dre. Channing,
one or liilton end one on napoleon, which were tho first specimens in this
country of that large criticism which in England had given power and fane
to the Edinburgh Review, ‘hey were widely read, and of course, immediately
fruitful in provoking emulation which liftted the strle of Journalism eeee
Ee could never be reported, for his eys and voice could not be printed,
and his discourses lose their best in losing them, He was made for the
publie, his cold terperament made him the most unproifitable private com-
panion; but all America would have been impoverished in wanting him ...,
A poor 1little inwnlid all his life, he is yet one of those men who
vindicate the power of the American r ace to produce greainesse" e

Thus wo see that Emerson's criticism of "illiam IDllery Channing divides
itself into three periodse. The first period, from 1322 until 1835, was a
stage of youthful, elmost unreserved, »ruise on the part offmerson. IFrom
1275 until Channing's death in 1l8L2 Inerson's criticism becories much more
severe, e reuzlized thet Chenning lost much when his works were put into
writing. Ile also {ailed to see vhy Channing, although he had doxne nmuch to
liberate Boston and advence culture there, could not have accomplished
even more then he did. After Channingts death, Emerson's criticism becomes less

harsh and he lobks bacl on his early idol with respect and a»preciation,

2l;e Lectures and Biographical Sketches, Vorks, X, 339 = 340
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EMERSOI'S CRITICISL OF THE HEISTORIALS AuD STIULARS,.

In his oriticism of historians and scholars, Eierson comients on
four of America's most outstanding men - Edward Zverett, George Bancroft,
Georgze Ticknor, and Andrews Morton. It is interesting to rote that,
except for one incidental remark, there is no mention of W. E. Prescott,

gythor of Ferdinard and Isabella, vho was the only other Americin historian

of importence at this time., Everett, Bancroft, and Ticlmor, were all very
difierent, and they all occ'py much the same position in the history pf
Anmerican letters, These three younz men were the first Americens to study
in Germany; on their return from @dttingen they all accepted professor=
ships at Harverd, rnd with their return ( in 1819 ) be;an the dise
semination of Germon thozghte. The kmnowled;e of Xant, Fichte, Schelling,
Goethe, and Schiller came into America through these three men, .
Evérett, Bancroft, and Ticknor, had a tremendous influence on the whold
field of American letters and American thought; we have already seen that
viithcut this new German thought there would have been no Transcendental
movement in New Englande. £lso, without these men and the idexs they brought
back wwith them, it is doubtful if liierson would have been the Hrerson we
liow nowe Emerson himself, althoush he does not exempt them from critiecism,
reco;nized their importance in the service of Americnn lettors.

Edward Zverett is really much more important as a vital literary

influence in ilew England than as a man of letters himself. Lvereott sssumed

the chair of Greek literature at Harvard in 13819, and it was through this

1, Cmnbridge History of American Literature, I, 332,




position that he gained much of his great influence, Van VWyck Brooks says

P
\)/).

that Everett stirred the imaginaiion of the students and held them spellbound,

2e
whil® his fame drew students from all over the countrye Bverett was

really a thorough Greek scholar, and it was too bad that he gave up his

" as he hes often becn cal led,.

scholarship to become a "lesser liebster,
Although there is little valuable critical comment in Emer-son's Harvard
Journals, nevertheless, it is not hard to gather thot Everett was one of
Emerson's early idols. Lis position in Eme.sonts estimation was lowered
somewhat when he turned to oratory and politics, particularly when he, like
iebster, came out in support of slavery and the Fugitive Slave Bill.
Althongh Emerson does not comaent specifically on tverett in his
college journals, he realized that Zverett (and Ticlmor) were the most
veluable, to him the only wvaluable, men at Farverd. Cne of his ecrliest
comments appears in 1325 after kverett's Plymouth Oration: "I have heen
reading Everettts rich strains at Plymotth - gazing et the Sun till my
eyes ars blurred," > A ypar lter he says, "I have not forgziven REverett
one speculative dootrine of the Phi Beta Kappa oration, the more dis-
agreeable that I have found some reason to think it true,l- to wit, that
geniuses are the orguns, mouthpeices of their gge ee.. * Shortly after=-
wards he adds, "For diligence, rectitude, fency and sense we reckon Edeard
Tverett chief among thn thousand." > £s in his criticism of Channing,

Emersonts ezarly and extravagant admirationfor Fverett turns into a rore
J

adverse oriticism cs the yoars passe. In 1835, almost ten years after the

2. Von Viyck Brooks, The Flowering of wew England, ppe 101 = 103,

%o Journals, II, LS.
lie Journals, II, 100 - 101,

5 Journals, II, 123,
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above comment, he writes, "Brougham, Zverett, Canning, convert their
genius into a shop, and turn every faculty upside dovm that they may
Oo

see well," Since Edward Everett vas at one time editor of the

Herth Americar Review, it is interesting to note that Enerson's

oriticism of the periodical parallels his criticism of Everett himself,
Yhoen Emerson was young he admired both the man and the jorrnal trem-
endously, but his admiration for both declined vith the years. By 1335
Ermerson is not only criticicing the liorth American rather severely,

but he is saying of Lverett, "He is not ocontent to be Everett, but

would be Dzniel Viebstere This is his mortal distemper. Vhy should such

a genius waste itself? lave we any to spare?eess.. Daniel ..ebster, iiature's
own child, sat there all day and drew all eyes. Pror Lverett = for this
was it you #geft your own work, your exceeding great and peculiar wvocation,
the desire of all eyes, the gratitvde of all ingenuous scholars = to

strey away hither end mimic this lLan, that es.. yon might still be mere
secoudary and satellite to him, andror him hold a candle? T And a

few years later he says, "How can a gre.t genius endure to make paste
jewels? It must always have the effect, compared with the grcat originals ...
of Everett's Burdens of the Natiogs compared with the comforting or alerm-

ing words of David and Isaiahe" The same year, however, Emerson admits

that "Sverett has put more stories, sentences, verses, names in amber for
9

ne than any other person, "

Emerson's longest entry on &verett in his Journals appears in

6. Journals, iII, L56 = L57.

Te Journals, III, L71.

8e Journals, IV, 3L = 35,

9« Jonrnals, IV, L71.







1842 but much of this is reproduced word for word in his essay "Life and
Lettors in liew Englandes" In the Journals we read, "fhere was an influence
on the young people from Everett's genius which wes almest comparsble to
that of Pericles in Athens, That man had an inspiration which did not go
beyond his head, but which ndie him the genius of elegance .... The word
that he spole, in the mesnner which he spoke it, became current and classical
in New England ee.. He thus .raised the standard of taste in writing and
speaking in lew England. lieantime all this was a pure triumph of Rhetorioc.
This man had neither intellectual nor moral principles to teache. He had
no thoughts. It was early asked, when liassachusetts was full of his fame,
what truths he hed throvm into circulation, smd how he had enriched the
generd mind, and agreed that only in graces of manner, only in a new
perception of Grecian teauty, had he opened outr eyes eee.. Everett's fame
had the effect of giving a new lustre to the University - which is greatly
needed. Students flocked thither ee.." e And a little latér he scoys,
"E&ward Sverett did long ago for Boston vhat Carlyle is doing for England
aend Europe, in rhetoricizing the conspicuous objectse" He

In a conversation with Charlss Vioodbury he said somewhat the same
thing: "Edward Everett and George Ticknor were men especially excellent in
the modern languages. The goldeén time of Zverett's life was when he was
Professor of Greek at Cembridge. He did more real good there than as senator
or governor, He had a fine coﬁception of Greecc, and a genius for the>Greek

langua;e. He returned from Zurope, and wos professor to the class above me

when I was a student. As a college president he was not successful. Iie

10, Journals, VI, 255 = 257,

11, Journals, VI, L03.






He notioced little things too much, as whethcr an undergraduate touched -
hts hat to him or not, and the students hated him. Therefore he resigned." e
In 1851, vhen the Slavery question was increasing in importence,
Emerson writes, "The fame of Iverett is decr to me and to all his scholarse
And I have watched with alarm his derelictions. Vhenever his genius shome,
it of course was in the instinet of freedom, but one of his scholars cannot
but ask him vhether there was nc sincerity in all those aposirophes to
freedom and adjurations of the dying Demosthenes; was it all claptrap?" e
Howsver, in the soire year he says, "Edwerd Everett had in my youth an
im.ense advantage in being the first American scholar who sat in the German
universities and brovght us home in his head their whole cultural method
and rosults, = to us who did not so much as know the names of Heyme, Wolf,
Ha1z, and Ruhnken. He dealt out his treasures too, with such admirable
prudence, so temperate and abstemious that our wonder and delight were still
N6 seee” The yea#after Imerson's graduation from Hervord he wrote a
letter to John B, Hill, a classma‘te, in which he says, "I have been attending
Professor Everett's lectures, which he has begun to deliver in this city,
upon Antiquities. I am as much enamoured as ever with the incomparable manney
of my old idol, though much of his mgtter is easily acquiked from cormon
books, Ve think §trong sense to be his distinguishing feature; he never
comaits himself, never males a mistake." 1o

In Emerson's lecture on "Life and Letters in New England™ he expands

the remarks in the Journals vwith the following passages: "Germany had

12, Chbhrles J. Vicodbury, Talks with Ralph Waldo merson, pe 65.

13, Journals, VIII, 182,
;. Journals, VIII, 225, 226,
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created oriticism in wvain for us until 1820, when Edward Zverett returned
from his five years in Europe, and brought to Cumbridze his rich results,
vhich no one was so fitted by nctural grace and the splendor of his rhetorioc
to introduce and recomrend. He made us for the first time acquainted with
Violf's theory of the Homeric writings, ﬁith the oriticism of Heyme, The
novelty of the learning lost nothing in theskill and jenivs of his relation,
and the rudest underpraduate found a new morning opened to him in the
lecture room of Horvard lnll weee Lo had a sood desl of special learning,
and all his lecrning was available for prrposes of the houre It was all
new learning, that wonderfully took -nd stirumlated the young men eeee
this learning instantly took :he highest place to our imegination in our
unoccupisd American Parnassus sese By & scries ofllectures largely oand
fashionably attended for two winters in Boston, he made a boginning of
popular literary and miscellaneous lecturing, which in that region at
least had importent resultse. It is acquiring greater importence every day,
and becoming a national institution. I am quito certain thot this purely
literary influence was of the first importence to the Americen mind." o
Emerson's criticism of Edward Everett went throuzh almost exactly
the same steges es that of Dr. Chamning. His early enthusiasm turned to
criticism and disappointment, but at tEe end of his 1life, looking back
retrospactively, he recognized and ackmnowledged Lverett's importance,
especially his importance in introduci g Germen thouzht into America,
Frierson reelized Everett's greatest weclmess, however, = Everetti was a

"Pure triumph of Rhetorie,” but he could not fulfill Fmerson's demands

for inbtuition, truth, and spirituality in writing.

16e Lechures and §iggr§§§3a1_§quches, l.orks, X, 350, 325,
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Gebrge Bancroft, like Evereit, is wairly impoftant for the impetus
he helped to give to Germen thought in America, but he is of greater
importance as a man of letters than is iverett. Bancroft tausht at
Harvard for a vhile (as tuor in Creck), and it was there that Imerson
first came in contact with him. Althongh he wrote a volume of verses,

published in 1823, and crticles for the liorth Anericun Review, his out-

91.

sbtanding achievement was, of corse, his History of the United States, which

he wrote over a period of sixvy yecrs.-This great history is written from
8 distinctly American point of view, frcm en almost redically Dsmocratic
point of view, for Bancroft was a staunch Democrat throughout his lifse,

In spite cf the fact that the History of the United States is a little

out of date now, it still is a very valubble contribution to American
17.

letters, particularly for its point of view. Euerscn must heve knovm
Bancroft rather well, for in later years they were both members of the
Transcendental Club,

Emerson's first comment on Eancroft wms written at Iarverd and he
scys, "Pacon e... had more of %the philosopher than the poct which is the

13,

reverse of LCverett, Buchminster, Bancroft - and is sup-rior to theme"
I'is next comment eppears in 1822 in a letter to lLiss sary lwoody Emersone
Fe vrites, "There are two rising sters in or horizon vhich we hope shall
shed a benign influvence from the sources of religion and genius. I mean
Upham and Bancroft e... The second is an indefatigable scholar and an

19.

accomplished arator." A fcw months later, in a letter to his classmate

John B. Fill, he says, "I am happy to contradict tho rumors sbout Eancroft.

17. Brooks, ope Cit., rpe 132 - 13L.,
13, Journals, I, 32,

19, Jeres Elliot Cobot, A i.emoir of Ral-h V.aldo Imerson, I, 83




I heard him preach at New South a few Sebbaths since, and was mmch delighted
with his eloquence. Bo were we all, Le needs a great deal of cutting and
pruning, but we think him an infant kercules. All who lmow him agrec in
this, that he has improved his time thoroughly in é&ttingen. lie has bee
come a perfeot Greck scholar, and knows well all that he pretends to krowees."

Fifteen years later, in 1837, he says; "I have recd the second volume
of Bancroft's History of the United Stutes. It is very pleasing. Ee does not,
I think, ever originate his views,bnt he dces impart very jood views into his
book, end paredes his facts by the brgve light of his vrincipless A very
pleasant book for here, lo, the huge world has at last come round to Roger
villiams, Gecrge Fox, and Villiam Penn, end time-honored John Locke received
kicks., An objection to the book is the insertion of a boyish hurrah, every
now end then, for each State in twrn eese" =l The same yesr, however,
Mrerson adds, "I believe the man and the vriter should be one, and not
diverse, as they say Bancroft, as we know Bulwer, is." = These two
cortzents almost sum up Emerson's criticism of Bancroft;.like Everett,
Pancroft tried to substitute rhetoric for the "immer 1li;ht" which trerson
depanded

In a conversation with Charles Voolibury, Imerson makes & pungent
oriticism not only of Bancroft but of the whole body of American histor-
ians. To Hbodbury he said, "But now you shall not read these books -

I'rescott or Bancroft or lictley. I'rescott is a tWorough man. Bancroft reads

enormously, always understands his subject. Lotley is painstaking, lut too

200 Ibid.,Ppoga - 9LLO
2l. Journals, IV, 30L.

22, Journels, IV, %56,



mechanicale So are they alle Their style slays. Lieither of fhem lifts
himself off his feet. They hgve no lilt in them. You noticed the marble

we have just ssen? You remember, that marble is nothing but crystallized
limestope? %ell, some vriters mnever get out of the limestone conditicn eees
Be airy eese It is a fine power this., Some men have it, prominently the
French eeees Thorean had ite" =

Emerson's last comment 6n Bancroft appears in 18,42, when he writes,
"Bancroft and Bryant are historical democrats who are interested in dead or
organized, but not in organizing, liberty. Bancroft would not kmow George o
Fox, whom he has so well evlogized, if he shorld mect him in the street," *
Bancroft did not look forword to the promise of the future as Emerson did;
to Fmerson Bancroft was an example of what he meant in his "American Scholar"
address when he said "Our age is too retrospective,"

George Ticknor, lilke his contemporaries Everett and Bancroft, studied
in Europe, and, like them, on his return to America he acce~ted a professor-
ship (in Prench and Spanish) at Harvard. Ticknmor was an educctor and tried
to introduce some of his modern ideas of educchion at Harvard, but with no
success (except in his own department). Even if his educationsl reforms
failed, Ticknor was nevertheless an important inf'luence at Harvarde As
Van ¥yck Boooks says, "In days to come, the young men at Iarverd were to
reap the fruits of Ticknor's 'wanderjehret!. Liere and there as they followed
his lectures, they were to catch a phrase or an allusion that opens up the

picture. Vhat patterns of the literary life the gsreat professor, cold as he

was, cold and distant, vas able to place before them .... lover before, in

234 Vioodbury, ope Cite, pp. 24 - 25.
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Americe, had anyone invested vith such glamour the life of the poet and
the man of lettors; and Harvnéqwas ready for the new evangel," =
Ticlmor, with his German scholaership and tiaining, did some really mem-
orable work in his books on S»anish history and S;anish letters. Although
tmerson must have knovm Ticknor from his lectures and his books, there
are only tvo brief references to Iiclmor in the Journels, ihen uerson vas
at Farverd in 1820 he vrites," I have listened this evening to an eloquent
lecture of the elegant Profcssor of French and Spenish Litercture on the
suoject of the extent of the language, & subject which bears on the froce
of it dulness and dread e... every soul present vmrmly aclmowledged the
force of delinestion." = Fifty years later we read, "Chivalry, I fancied,
this afternoon, would serve as a good title for wnny topics, and some gocd
readinrgs which I might offer to the Fraternity course of Lecti'res on
December 6, Gecrgo Tickmor, Halliem, and Renan have each given me good

2T
texts."

Andrews horton, who was for a time librarian and Professor of Sgered
Literature, was one of the outst.nding scholars in America, Ke was a greut
Biblicel scholar and wrcte, besides poetry and hymms, two very scholarly
books on the gonulneness of the Gospelse Et is unfortunate that llorton and
Lrerson were so different that they were alvamys on opposing sides in any
question, iihere Emerson vas a Yrenscendentalist, Andrews lLorton wsas a hard-
headed rationalist, and thus they came to verbal blows over Emerson;s

"Divinity School Address" of 1838, korton accused E erson of atheism and

heresy end his ear;mments were so logiecal that he reelly wnngrished lierson's

250 DrOOkS’ OEO c_i:&g Pe 88
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defenders, even though one of them was Theodore Parker. Also, Norton
was a reactionary and did net approve of the new German scholarship that
was entering Harwverd; end on this point, too, he was at cross-points with
Emersone

Emerson's first co.ment on Norton appears in 1822, when he writes,
"0 Professor N., Shakespears wrote long ago the good and bad characters:
'0h, it is excellent to have a giant's strength but it is tyrammous to
use it like a giant.," . In 1838, after Norton's critiocism of his
"Divinity School Address," Emerson says, "How rare is the skill of

writing? I detected a certain unusual unity of purpose on the paragraph

levelled at me in the Daily Advertiser, and I now learn it is the old

tyrant c.'>f the Cambridge Parnassus himself, Mre. Norton, who wrote it. Omne
cannot compliment the power and culture of his coimunity so much as to
think it holds a hundred writers; but no, if there is information and
tenacity of purpose} what Bacon calls longanimity, it must be instantly
traced home to some known hand." e And on the same subject he adds a
fow days later, '"rhe feminine vehemence with which the A.Ne. of the Daily
Advertiser beseeches the dear people to whip that maughty heretic is the
natural feeling in the mind whose religion is external," %0

In his essay on "Courage" in Society and Solitude Fmerson goes back

again to the influence of Norton at Harwvard. "But I remember the old pro=-
fessor vhose searching mind engraved every word he spcke on the memory

of the class, when we asked if he had read this or that shining novelty,

28 Journals, I, 195.
29. Journals, V, 92.
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'No, I have never read that book;' instantly the book lost oredit, and was
not to be heard of again,” A Emerson's last comment én Norton is in
"Life and Letters in New Englend," where he says, "And Professor Norton
a little later gave form and method to the like [theological] studies in the
then infant Divinity Schoole," 22

Emerson did not criticize Norton because the latter held different
opinions from his own; he believed a man should form his own opinions.
Howcver, Emerson did oriticize Norton for his conservative snd his re=
actionary tendencies, which were a barrier to American progress, especially
in the field of Americen letters. The controversial nature of the relation-
ship between Emerson and Norton is well shown in a letter from Emerson to
Carlyle. He writes,"I make no doubt you shall be sure of some opposition.
Andrews Norton, one of our best heads, once a theological professor, and
a destroying oritioc, lives upon a rich estate at Cambridge, and frigidly
excludes the Diderot paper from a Select Jourmal edited him him, with the

e

remark, 'Another paper of the Teufelsdrbskh school, " Emerson was

broad-minded enough, however, to :recognize and admit that Norton was one of

Americats finest scholarse

31, Works, VII, 269 = 270,
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v
EMERSON'S CRITICISK OF DANIEL WEBSTER.
Although Webster's name has become dimmed in the last century,
in Emerson's day he was one of the most important figures in the country.
No doubt a great deal of his fame was due to his overpowering personality;
for this reason it is hard for us todgyto get an accurate estimate of
Webster. Tiebster was & political schoclar in his early life =- in his later
life he was mot much more than a politician. Webster's mein literary con-
tribitions are in the field of political science; in some ways it is hard
to judge him, as a v)riter, because it was Tebster the orator who had such
& tremendous following a century agoe. However, after 1851, Viebster's popular-
ity as an orator, as stetesman, as defender of the constitution declined -
ell because he declared himself in favor of the Fugitive Slave Bill which
was anathems to the New England Transcendentalism. Webster represented the
new industrialism which was in opprosition to the romanticism and trens-
cendentalism in much of the rest of New Englande. Parrington gives a good
estimate of Webster in the following paragraph: "No man more richly endowed
in mind and person has played a part on the stage of our public life, and
in spite of gross shortcomings in charaoter and the betrayal of his own
promise, Webster retains an aura of the heroic about him. He was a great man,
built on a great pattern, who never quite achieved a great life. In E:gerson
and Webster were completely embodied the diverse New Englend tendencies
that derived from the Puritan and the Yankee; the idealistioc and the prac-
tical; the ethiocal and the nationalistic; the intellectual revolutionary,

ready to turn the world upside down in theory, planting at the bawe of the

established order the dynamite of ideas, and the soberly conservative,
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understanding the economic springs of political action, inclined to
pessimiem, neither wishing for Utopian change nor expecting it." .
Nevertheless, although Webster and Emerson are the antithesis of each
other, and although Emersonhas very bitter toward YWebster after Webster's
support of the Fugitive Slave Bill, on the whole Emerson seems to have
great admiration for Webster,snd Vliebster's neme appears almost more
fregquently than anyone else's in Emerson's Journals and Essays. Emerson's
first reference to Webster ooccurs in 1822 when Viebster has been elected

to Congress. He says, "A victory is achieved todey for one [Wébstef] whose
name perchance is written highest in the volume of futurity." ) His next
comment on Webster does not appear for eight years: "Read with admiration
and delight lir. Tiebster's noble speech in answer to Hayne. VWhat consciousness
of political rectitude, and what confidence in his intellectual treasures
must he have to anable him to teke this mastert!s tone = The beauty and
dignity of the spectacle he exhibits should teach men the beauty and
dignity of principle, This is one that is not blown about by every wind

of opinion, but has mind great enough to see the majesty of moral nature
and to apply himself in all his length and breadth to it and magnanimously
trust theretos" - In 183L Emgrson says, "Webster's spesches seem to be
the utmost that the umpoetic Viest has accomplished or can e... licantime
Webster is no imitator, but a true genius for his work, if that is not the
highest. But every true man stands on the top of the world." fe Another time

Emerson refers to lebster as "wnature's own child," and on still another

1. Vernon Louis Parrington, Main Currents of American Thought, II, 30L.
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oocasion he says, "Webster is in a galvenized state when he makes the -
Hayne Speech, and 'tis as easy to say gigantie things, to introduce
from God on the world truths which arise but never set, as at another
hour to talk nonsense. He is caught up in the splrit end made to utter
tﬂinés not his own. “ > In this respect Viebster seems to fulfill Imerson's
idea of what genius should be. Emerson also appreciated Webster's imagery
because it was first hand from observeotion of nature, not second hand
from books as Burke's wos. T

Agein, he says of Webster, "ithe newspapers say they might as well
publish & thunderstorm as a report of Vebster's sppech in answer to
Wright. His tones were like those of a commander in battle. Times of
eloquence are times of terror," o Later he says, "Can Webster in the

American Senate, for any oonceivable public outrage, scream with real

passion? Nobody believes it wes anything else than a fine,wise, oratorical

9.
scream, " A more favorable comment is that "ur. VWebster never loses
10.
sight of his relation to nature. The Day is always part of him,"
11,

Emerson also included Webster on the faculty of his ideal college.
Eowever, his opinion of Viebster seems to decline shortly after this.

In 183C he says, "Adams, Clay and Vebster electioneer. And Neture does
not forgive them, for thus they compromise their proper majesty, and are

12,
farther than ever from obsaining the adventitious." And a year later
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13,
he says that he can no longer read Viebster's speeches. "It is a bad

faot that our editors fancy they have a right to call on Daniel Webster to
resign his office, or much more, resign his opinion and accept theirs,
That is the madness of party." e Aund in 1841, Ererson says, "I saw Viebster
on the street = but he was changed since I saw him last = black as a
thundercloud, .and careworn, the anxiety that withers this generation
among the young and thinking class had crept up also into the greut
lawyerts chair, and too plainly, too plainly, he was one of us, I did
not wonder that he depressed his eyes when he saw me, and would not meet
my face. The cankerworms have crawled to the topmost bough of the wild
eln and swing down from that. i'0 wonder the elm is a little uneasy. " e
Again, speaking of Carlyle, Emerson says, "Yet I always feel his
limitation, and praise him as one who plays his part well and according
to his light, as I praise the Clays and iiebstoers,” 1. Emerson's longest
and most complete estimate of Webster was written in 18,3 while Webster
was still Secretery of State. Hmerson says, "webster is very deaf to the
Yankees bocause he is a person of very ocommending understanding with
every talent for its adequate expression. The American, foreigners say,
Always reasons, and he is the most American of the Americanse.... His
external advantages are very rare and admirable; his noble and majestic
frame, his breadth and projection of brows, his coal-black hair, his
great cinderous eyes, his perfect solf possessiong and the rich and well

modulated thunder of his voice (to which I used to listen, sometimes,

abstracting myself from the sense merely for the luxury of such noble

13, Journals, V, 420,
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expressions of sound) distinguish him above all other men. In a million you
would single him out. In England, he ﬁade the same impression by his personal
advantages as at home, and was call«d the Great Vesterne In speech he has &
great good.sense = is alwvays pertinent to time and place, and has an eye to
the simple faocts of nature = to the place where he is, to the hout of the
day, to the shnvin ﬁeaven, to his neighborhood, to the sea, or to the mount-
ains; -« bubt very sparingly notices these things, and clings closely to the
business part of his speech with greut gravity and faithfulness ee.. He
trusts to his simple strength of stetement - in whioh he excels all men =

for the attention bf the assembly, His statement i3 lucid throughout, and

of equal strength. He has great fairness and deserves all his success in
debate, for he always carries a poinf from his edversary by really taking
superior ground, as in the Hayne debate. There are né puerilities, no

tricks, no academioal play in any of his speeches, - theyare all majestic
men of business, Every one is firsterate Yankee ee.. The faults that shade
his charaocter are not much as to hurt his popularity ... All is forgiven

to a man of such surpassing intelleot, and such prodigious powers of business
which have so long been exerted. There is no malice in the men, but broad
good humor and much enjoyment of the hour, so that Stetson said of him, 'It
is true that he sometimes commits crimes, but without any guilt,'s... He has
misused the opportunity of making himself the darling of the Amerioan_ycrld
in all coming time by abstaining from putting himself at the head of the
Anti-Slavery interest, by standing for New England and for men against the
bullying and barbarism of the Southe I should say of him that he was not at
all majestic, but the purest intellect that was ever applied to business. He is

Intelleot applied to affairs. He is the greatest of lawyers; but a very ine
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different statesman for carrying his points. He carries points with the
bench, but not with the cauous. No following has he, no troop of friends,
but those whose intellect he fires. WNo sweaty mob will carry him on their
shoulders. And yet all New England to the remotest farmhouse, or lumberers!
camp in the woods of hinine, delights to tell and heur of anecdotes of his
forensioc eloquence," e

Later in the same year, lmerson addss "Daniel Webster is a great
man with a small ambition. Natwre has built him and holds him forth as
a sample of the heroisc mould to this puny generation. He was virtaal
President of the United States, but this did not sufficej he wished to
‘be an officer, also; wished to add a title to his neme, and be a President,
That ruined him." e And again, "Webster gave us his plain statement like
good bread, yet the oration was feeble compared with his other efforts e...
Viebster is very good America himself," e At this time, August, 1843,
Viebster ocame to Concord and this caused Emerson to meke several more oom-
ments on him, "lire Webster loses nothing by comparison with brilliant men
in the legal profession; he is as much before them as before the ordinary
lawyer o..o His wonderful organization, the perfection of his elooution,
and all that thereto belongs, - voice, accent, intonation, atfitude, manner,-
are such as one cannot hope to see again in a century; then he is so thoroughly
simple and wise in his rhetoric. Understanding language and the use gf the
positive degree, all his words tell, and his rhetoric is perfect, so homely,

so fit, so stronge. Then he manages his matter so well, he hugs his fact so

close, and will not let it go, and never indulges in a weak flourish e.e..

17. Joarnals, VI, 341 - 345.
18, Journals, VI, 381,

19, Journals, VI, L15.



Bl



103,

and one feels that pvery moment he goes for the actual vworld, and never

one moment for the ideal. He is the triumph of the Understanding, and is
undermined and supplanted by the Reason for which yet he is so good a
witness, being all the time fed therefrom, and his whole nature and

fanulty presupposing that, that I feel as if the children of Reason hight
gladly see his success as a homage to their law, and regard him as a poor,
rude soldier lived for sixpence a day to fight their battleSess." =0

In comparing Webster to Choate, Emerson speaks of Webster as "the man of
men" and says that he dwarfed Choate and alg the rest, e and later he

he rcfers to him as the "Emperor of men," 2 At the same time Emerson
says, "It seems to me the Quixotism of Criticism to quarrel with Webster
because he has not this or that fine evangeliocal property. He is no saint,
but the wihld olive wood, ungrafted yet by grace, but according to his lights
a vory true and admirable man .... Webster's force is part of nature and the
viorld, like smny given amount of azpte or electricity .... After all his greut
talents have been told there remains that perfect propriety which belongs to
every world-genius, which animates all the details of action and speech

with the character of the whole so that his beauties of detail are endless," =
And agein, "He[Webster] imparts all the experience of the Senate, and the
state, and the man of the world with the county court." e Emerson's very
next entry is"Could Mr. Webster have given himself to the cause of Abolition
of Slavery in Congress, he would have been the darling of this oontiﬁant

of all the youth, all the genius, all the virtue in America -- the tears

20. Joumls. VI’ 1‘29 - LI.31.

21, Journals, VI, L32.

2%, Journals, VI, L3l - L35.

2. Journals, VI, 507.
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of the love and joy and pride of the world would have been hj.s." -

The following year he accuses l/ebster of having no morals. 2o A few

days later he adds, "There was Webster, the great cannon loaded to the
lips e¢es Of, if God had given to this Demosthenes a heart to lead New
England, what a life and death and glory for him; Now he is a fine symbol
and mantel ornamenmt ...." o After all this criticism Emerson's next
referencgeto Webster 1s to commend him for speaking always from a higher

.

ground; and he includes Webster as one of his four selections for
29

people whd are "somebody" in America. Emerson then goes back to oriticiz-
ing Webster and says of him, ™iebster is a man by himself of the great mould,
but he also underlies the American blight, and wants the power of the imitative,
the affirmative talent, and remains, like the literary class, only a comment-
ator, his great proportions only exposing his defect.® > Later he says,
"iebster must have power and must truckle for it." 51 Emerson does not
mention Webster again for two years, In 1849 he said, "It is true that
Webster has never done amything up to the promise of his faculties, He is
ummi stakably able, and might have ruled Americe, but he was cowardly, and
spent his life on specialties. Vhen shall we see as rich a wvase againt" 5
Then at this point (1851) Emerson becomes very bitter about Webster's sup-
port of the Fugitive Slave Bill, but his comments are more political than

oriticism. The following is a brief sample. "Liberty § FPho ! Let lir, Webster,

25, Journals, VI, 508.
26, Jourmals, VII,50, 331,
27. Journdls, VII, 87 - 88.
28. Jourmals, VII, 152,
29. Journals, VII, 185,
30, Journals, VII, 218.

31, Journals, VII, 320,



105.

for decency's sake, shut his lips once and forever on this worde The word
liberty in the mouth of Lir, Webster is like the word love in the mouth of
a courtezan,"” 33 And Emerson is criticizing not only Webster but America
when he says, "iiebster truly represents the Ameriocan people just as they
are, with their vast material interests, materialized intellect, and low
morals e... Viebstert's absence of moral faculty i8 degrading to the country.
Of this fatal defect, of course, Webster, himself, has no perception." e
However, on Webster!s death in 1852, Emerson seems to have relented and
forgiven Viebster, for he says: "The sea, the rocks, the woods, kave no
sign that America and the world had lost the completest man. Nature had
not in our dgy, or not since Napoleon, ocut out such a masterpiece. He
brought the strength of a sawvage unto the light of culture. He was a man in
equilibrio; a man within and without, the strong and perfect body of the
first ages, with the olvilty and thought of the last. And what he brought
he kepte Cities had not hurt himg he held undiminished the power and
terror of his strength, the majesty of his demeanor. He had a counsel in
his breast. He was a statesman and not the semblance of one ¢... Viebster
was there for cause; the reality, the fipal person, who had to answer the
questions of all the fainéants, and who had an answer; but alas, he was the
victim of his ambition +... Vi@ are under great obligations to Webster for
raising the tone of popular addresses out of rant and out of declamation
to history and good sense." %e After Viebster's death, his name does not

appear 8o frequently in Emerson's Journals, though he occasionally does

refer rather sarocastically to Webster's "treason," Five‘years after Webster's

33. Journals, VIII, 182. Other passages on Webster!s fall are found in Vol,
VIII, 180 - 188, 184, 203, 335.
34 Journals, VIII, 216, . .

35. Jourmals, VIII, 335 = 366,
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death, Emerson goes back to him to say, ™iebster impressed by his superdb

animality, and wgs strong as Nature, though weak in character .... ithat is
364
called his fame only marks the imbecility of those who invoke it."

And after another five years,he says, "ihey drove Lr, liebster out of the

world. All his mighty genius, which none had been so forward to ackmnowledge

and magnify as they, availed him nothing; for they kmew that the spirit of

God and of humanity was with them, and he withered and died as by suicide." o1
The last comment on Webster in Emerson's Journals occurs in 1871 just

before Emerson ceased keeping a diary. He is speakinfg of the grest men America

has produced, and he says, "iebster was majestio in his best days." 2o

It was a fitting comment with which to close his oriticism of Webster,
Emerson does make one or two rather unimportant references to

Webster in his essays, He is speaking of Webster in his essay on "Fate",

when he says, "But strong natures, backwoods-men, New Hempshire giants

are inevitable patriots, until their life ebbs and their defeots and gout,

palsy and money, warp them." S And in his essay on "Greatness," he says,

"p great style of hero draws equally all classes, all the extremes of

society, till we say the very dogs believe in him. We have had such ex- .

amples in this country, in Daniel Webster." wo. In his lecture on "natural

History of Intellect" he says, " Viebster naturally and always grasps, and -

L ]
therefore retains something from every company and circumstance."

366 Journals, IX, 136,
37 Journals, X, 1lh.
38+ Journals, X, 370.

39, Soolety and Solitude, vorks, VI, 13.

LOs Letters and Social Aims, Works, VIII, 318.

1, works, XII, 48 - L9.
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Emerson's most severe attack on Webwter is in his "Speech on the
Fugitive Slave law" which is included in the volume of essays entitled
Miscellanies, but this attack is really political and most of the main
bdeas in the speech were written in his Journals in the first plaoce.

There are a few other references to Viebster which have already been cited
with reference to Channing or to Emerson's criticism of American litersture
as a whole, .

Thus we see that Emerson's attitude toward Vebster underwent a great
change between 1822 and 1871, between his first and last comments on him
in his Journals. Viebster was one of Emerson's early idols and he remained
so until about 1839. Emerson admired him so tremendously for various reasons.
He had heard Webster speak and few who heard him talk could resist falling
wnder the spell of his overpowering personality. Secondly,Viebster was extreme-
ly eloquent, and we have already seen that Emerson considered poetry the
highest art and that eloquence to him was a branch of poetry. Emersont's
early attitude toward Webster is well expressed in ona of his poems, written
in 1831,

"Let 1iebster's lofty face

Ever on thousands shine,

A beaocon set that Froedem's race

Might gather omens from that radient signe" e
Although Emerson did not believe that Webstert!s elogquence was all on the

same high level or that it was entirely sincere at all times, nevertheless

he did believe that Webster occasiomally spoke from the "inner light." He

L2, Journals, III, 383, 384, 546, 547s IV, 1123 V, 17, 205.

L3+ Poems, Tiorks, IX, 398,
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intimates this in a letter to Carlyle in 1839 when he writes, "I cannot
tell you how glad I am that you have seen my brave 8enator, and seem
him as I see him ¢... He has his own sins, no doubt, is no saint, is a
prodigal. He has drunk this rum of Party too so long, that his sjrong
head is soaked, sometimes even like the soft sponges, but the 'man's a
man for a' that' .... But you must hear him speak, not a show speech which
he never does well, but with cause he can strike a stroke like a smith. I owe
him a hundred fine hours and two or three moments of Eloquences"
Emerson also admired Vebster, until about 1839 at least, for his idealism,
espeoially the idealism of his trumpet call for freedom. Van VWyck Brooks
believes that Webster'!s demand for terrestrial freedom was paralleled by
the demands of Channing ( and Emerson) for intellectual and cultural free-
dom, b Vebster fulfills Emerson's req-irements for a true man of letters
in one or two other respects, also, First of all, Webster drew much of his
imagery from Nature, which is the most accurate symbol of the spirit. Second-
ly, Vebster may be & triumph for the Understanding, but ¥merson believes his
Understanding is fed by the higher spiritual faculty of Reason.

Emerson wrote a very laudatory poem on Webster in 183, or but from
1835 on his enthusiasm for V.ebster died gradually as he saw Webster's early
idealism disintegrating into mere political ambition, his sincerity dirmed
by a desire for power. Emerson's disappointment in Webster increased steadily
from 1835 on, as the slavery question became more acute and as Emerson hime

sclf beceme more active on the side of the Abolitionists. Emerson's disgust

reached a olimax in 1851 when Webster came out in favor of the Fugitive

Ll;s The Correspondence of Carlyle and Emerson, I, 255 = 256,

L5, Van Wyck Brooks, The Flowering of New Englnd, pe 98.

L6, Poems, Works, IX, 398 = 399,
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Slave Law, and he never really forgave him for this treason to his earlier
ideal of liberty. Eaerson softened a little toward Webster in the years
after the latter's death, but his opinion of the great orator is really
sumned up in the brief poem he vrote in 185l

"why did ell manly gifts in Webster fail? w7

He wrote on Nature's grandest brow, For Sale.,"

L7+ Poems, Works, IX, 399.
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EMERSON'S CRITICISM OF SAMPSON REZED.

Sampson Reed is a very important figure in Emerson's life because,
as we heve already seen, it was through Reed thet Emerson ceme in contact
with Swedenmborgianism. Sampson Reed graduated from Harvard in 1818 and
became very successful in the drug business. Le was also very active in

public affairs, and he edited for a time both the New Jerusalem Magazine

and the New=Churoh Magazine for Children, both of which were organs of

Swedenborgienism. Sampson Reed is remembered today in the field of
Americen letters for two productions: his "Oration on Genius" (1621) and

his Observations on the Growth of the Mind (1826), These works ere no

longer very important in themselves, but they are important for the ime
pulse they gave to Swedenborg's philosophy in America and for their
influence on Mmerson's philosophy and writings. Emerson's interest in

Swedenborg came from reading Reed'!s Observations, and a great deal of

his knowledge ebout Swedenborgian philosophy came indirectly through
Reed. Swedenborg was the Swedish philosopher and religious vriter who
claimed to have immediate contact with spiritual things, to see the
relation of natural to spiritual things; Reed took these ideas from
Swedenborg but he expressed them in much 1ess technical language. That
Emerson was influenced by Swedenborglanism is revealed not only by the
many comments in his Journals but also by the fact £hat Emefson made
Swedenborg the "Mystic" of his Representative Nen,

Emerson shows in a letter to Carlyle in 1834 how he was influenced
by Swedenborgienism and how Reed end Swedenborgianism were really

synonyrious in his own mind, He writes,"I am glad you like Sampson Reed,

110,
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and that he has inspired some curiosity respeocting his Church. Sweden=-
bargianism, if you should be fortunate in your first meetings, has many
points of attractionfor you +... they esteem, in common with all the
Trismegistic, the Natural Viorld as strictly the symbol or exponemt of the

. Spiritual, eand part for part; the animals to be the incarnations of certsin
affections; and scarce a popular expression esteemed figuretive, but they
affirm to be the simplest statement of facts Then is their whole theory

of social relatioms- both in and out of the body = most philosophical, and,
though at variance with the populab théeology, self-evident. It is only when
they come to their desoriptive theism, 1f I may say so, and then to their
drollest heaven, and to some autoeratic not morel decrees of God, th&t the
mythus loses me «s.s They are to me, however, deeply interesting, as a sect
which I think must oontribute more than all other sects to the new faith
which must arise out of all, " e From this passage we can see that Emerson
was influenced by Swedenborg, and two years later in his own Nature he says,
"Every natural fact is a symbol of some spiritual fact." = The appe arance
of this doctrine of correspondence in Yature definitely reveals Reed's ine
fluence. Clarence Hotson also believes that Reed gave the first definite
impulse which led to Emerson's literary career. 3. Although Emerson never
reversed the high opinion he held of Reed, nevertheless the two men did

disagree in their interpretation of Swedenborg. Emerson believed he wrote

in parables, Reed that he wrote literally. Emerson was influenced by

Reed over a period of forty-five years, and this influence came not only

1, The Correspondence of Emerson and Carlyle, I, 32 - 33,

2, Works, I, 26,
3o Clarence Paul Hotson, "Sempson Reed, A Teacher of Emerson," New

England Quarterly, April, 1929, p. 29.

Lo Ibidy,pe 268.






through Reed's "Genius" and Observetions on the Growth of the liind but

also through his many grticles on the New Jerusalem l'agezine, Emerson's

Journsls, essays, and letters show that he was familiar with these ar-
ticles; since Reed is almost unknown today, it is interesting to note
that his name appears in Emerson's writings no less than fifty-one
times altogether, >

Unlike his opinion of so many other writers, Emersonts attitude
toward Sampson Reed changed very little in the course of his life.
His early admiration lasted from 1626 until 1870, Emerson's first
reference to Reed appears in his Journals for 1826, when he writes,
"Our American press does not often issue such productions as Sampson
Reed's observations on the Growth of the Mind, a book of such charaocter
as I am consclous betreys some pretension emen to praise. It has to my
ﬁgnd the aspect of a revelation, such is the wealth and such is the
novelty of the truth unfolded in it. It is remarkable for the unity
into which it has resolved the various powers, feelings, and vooations
of men, suggesting to the mind that harmony, which it has always e
propensity to seek, of action and design in the order of Prowidence #&n
the world." ) The following month, in a letter to Miss lMary Moody
Emerson, he asks "But what, in the name of all the fairies, is the
reason you don't like Sampson Reed? What swart star has looked sparely
on hin? Can anything be more greatly, more wisely writ? Hos any modern

hand touched the harp of great nature so rarely? Has any looked so

shrewdly into the subtile and concealed connexion of man and nature, of

5. Ibidy,pe 276e

6, Journals, II, 116 - 117.

112.



113,

earth and heaven? Has any, in short, produced such curiosity to see the
farther progress, the remoter results of the caste of intelleot to which
he belongs?" |

At this same time, while he wes still studying for the ministry,
Emerson started a poem aboutt Sempson Reed. He never finished these verses,
but the few lines he did complete are a further #llustration of the great

esteen in which he held Sampson Reed from the time he first encountered

his Observations in 1826. The peem is entitled only "S.R2."™ and begins as

follows:
"Demure apothecary,

hose early reverend genius my young eye

¥iith wonder followed and undoubting joy.

Believing in that cold and modest form

Brooded alwey the everlasting mind,

And that thou, faithful, didst obey the soul," >

Emerson's next reference to Reed appears in 1830, and he says,
"It was said of Jesus thut 'he taught as one having authority,' a
distinction most palpable, There are a few men in everysgse, I suppose,
who teach thus e... If Sempson Reed were a talker, he were one," >

In 1832 Emerson mentions a conversation he had with Reed. He scemed
to find his ideas interesting but not really new, since they went back

to the Stoics., Emersin's Swedenborgian tendencies are shown . gain, for he

says thet he and Reed agreed that "God was the communication between us

Te Journals, I1I, 124,

8+ Representative len, Vorks, IV, notes, pe 295

9¢ Jourmals, II, 296,
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104
and other spirits, departed or present." This Swedenborgian philosophy

of Reed served to em-hasize Emerson's innate mysticism, Emerson admired
Reed tremendously because he felt that Reed wrote and tdked from inspiretion
and intuition, as the ideal poet sbould write and talk. He says, "The true
men are ever following an invisible Leader, and have left the responsible-
ness of their apts with God e¢e.. The true men stand by aﬁd letreason argue
for them, I tdk with Sempson and see it is not him, but a greater than him,
'My Father is grea{;r than I.' Truth speaks by him. (Can my friend wish a

.

greater eulogy?)" A f ew woeks later we read, "It well deserves attention

vwhat is said in New Jerusalem liagazine concerning External Restraint. It is

awful to look into the mind of man and see how free we are +... Outside,
among your fellows, among strangers, you must preserve appearances, & hundred
things you cenot do; but inside, the terrible freedom." 12.This passage
refers to Reed's paper "External Restraint," and Hotson points out thhs
article furnishes suggestions for Emerson's poem "Grace" and for his
"Demonology." e Emerson's next r eference to Reed appears in 183, when

he writes, "If I were cdled upon to charge & young minister, I would say
Bevere of Traditiony Tradition which embarrasses life and falsifies all
teachinp. The sermons that I hear are all dead of that ail .... Not so with

the Swedenborgians, if their puplit resembles their book." Hotson says

the phrase "their book" can only refer to Reed's Observations of the Growth

of the Mind. The same year, in a letter to James Freeman Clarke, Emerson

10, Journals, II, L56,.

11, Jourmals, II, 515,

12, Journmals, II, 517.

13. Hotson, op. cit., p. 258.
1y, Journals, III, L21,
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says, "Have you read Sampson Reed's Growth of the L:iind? I rejoice to be

contemporary with that man, and cammot vholly despair of the society in
whioch he lives. There must be some oxygen yete" 1o In 1835 we read,
"Language itself is young and unformed. In hesven it will be, as Sampson
Rced said, 'one with thingset * e In this passage we can see that
Emersonts theory of the identity of subject and object, which is one of
the ideals of his theory of literary expression, must have been influenced,
at least to an extent, by the Swedenborgian dmuggist. A few days later he
says, "The mystery of Humility is treated by Jesus, by Dante, by Chauocer
in his Griselda, by lilton, and by Sampson Reed ee.." ae The following
year, 1E36, comes Emerson's first mention of Reed's "Oretion on Genius,"
ke says, "I have always distinguished Sampson Reed's oration on Genius, and
Collin's Ode on the Passions, and all of Shakespeare as being works of genius,
inasmuch as I read them with extreme pleasure and see no clue to gulde me
to their origin .... But, as I became acquainted with Sampson Reed's books
and lectures, the miracle is somewhat lessened in the same manner as I
once found that Burke's was. As we advance, shall every man of genius turn
to us the axis of his mind, then shall be he transparent, retaining, hcwever,
always the prerogative of en original mind, that is, the love of truth in
God, and not the love of truth for the market," e

Emerson admired Sampson Reed because the latter had the "moral
sentiment™ also necessary for true greatness and beauty which even Goethe

lacked., Emerson says, "e...e In literature very few words are found touching

the best thought; lLaodamia ¢... and Sampson Reed's oration; these are of the

—

17« Jourm_]_.g, I1I, 14920
18, Journals, III, L96.
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204
highest moral class." Two years later he writes, "A notice of modern

literature ought to include (ought it not?) a notice of Carlyle, of Tennyson,
of Landor, of Bettina, of Sampson Reed, " ot In 1847 the following comment
appears in his Journals: "Remarkable trait in the American charascter is the
union, not very infrequent, of Yankee cleverness with spiritualism. 2hus,
my Wall Street cotton=broker .... and Sampson Reed, druggist ee.e” =
This peassage is interesting because Emerson himself combined this same
Yankee shrewdness and spiritualism that he noticed in Reed. Imerson's
next notice of Sampson Reed appears almost twenty years later, in 1860,
vhen he lists Reed and his oration on "Genius" among his "Single speech
z

Foets." g His last comaent on the Swedenborgian druggist appears in 1869
when he says, "Yesterday finished the Tenth Reading at Chickering lall eese
I meent to show some inspired prose from Charles K. iiewcomb, Sampson Reed,
fary lioody Emerson, et:., but did not." e

Emerson must have admired Sampson Reed tremendously, for in all his
comments on him there is not one word of adverse criticism. Emerson liked
Reed beca;se there was moral truth and spirituality in his writings and
because he seemed to write from intuition. Reed was an important influence
on Ererson because he first aroused his interest in Swedenborg and gave
him his first definite literary impulse. Reed not only helped in forming
Emerson's modes of expression and ideas of style, but the knowledge of
Swedenborgien philosoply that limerson gained from Reed's books and arti;les

25.
influenced the form and content of Nature.

20¢ Journels, V, 112,
21, Jourpals, V.. 125,
22, Journals, VII, 333.
23, Journals, X, 1L7.
2L, Journals, X, 283,

25. Hotson’ OPe cit.’ PPe mb - 2770
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VII.

HIZERSOH'S CRITICISE OF BRONSON ALCOTT.

Bronson glcott is kmovm today chiefly as thc father of Louisa Alcott,
but he was one of the outstanding perswemmlities of “merson's time. Alcott
was important then, because, until the late 183%0's, it was Alcott, not
Emerson, who wms the leader of liew England Transcendentalism, e He was
also a leading fijure in the establishment of the Dial, Bronson Alecott
w2s what Frothingham calls "fhe liystic of Transcendentalism,“;in Alcott
the mystical tendencies of Transcendentalism were carried to an extrems,
and his name soon stood for everything in that movement which seemed ec=-
centric or unintelligible to the ordinary mind. Emerson's mysticel tendency
was held in check by his Yankee shrewdness, but there was no such check on
Alcott. Zmerson believed that the greatest writing could ocme only in
noments of communion with the over=soul, but even he realized that there
were limits to this. Alcott was in perpetual comiunion with the Infinite;
everything he wrote or said or did came from intuition, from an inner inspirsation.
This is one of the things that Emerson admired in Alcott, one of the things
that drew him to him, but tmerson was wise enough to see that this, when
carried to an extreme, was also a great weskmess. E@erson's tcndencies
toward mystiocism were also held in check by his interests in sgi/ence, but
Alcott had no relation et all Yo the new and growing sciences -

Alcott was an educator at heart, but his fundamental educational

concepts were Platonice He believed in pre-existence, in the inspiration

of childhood; he tried to put into practice what Vordsworth had expressed

1. Ocetvius Brooks Frothingham, Transcendentalism in New England, pe 257

2. Moncure Daniel Conway, Ererson et Fome and Abroad, p. 18,
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in his "Ode on the Intimations of Immortelity." lany of Lmerson's
comments on Alcott are rcally comments on Alcott's famous Temple School,
and although these remarks are intcresting they have little literary
significance, kmerson first encountered Alcott in 1835, but he did not
really come to know him until Alcott came to Concord in 1340, after his
school failed, imerson saw a great deal of Alcott at Concord, and at one
time he even sug;ested that the Alcott family come and live with his own
fomily. 2mercon had ample opportunity t® converse with Alectt, and he vus
thus able to see clearly toth Alcobttts strength and wealmesses. ¥ven in
his own day Alcott was noted for his "Conversaiions,™ which he held in
Bostoh overy year, not for his writingse His works have not lived because
he could not express his mysticism in wordsyas Mmerson well mew. Harold
Clarke Goddard suys, " It is singularly difficult to arrive at a just
estimate of Alcott. The whole affinity 8f his mind was mysticel, keo-
Platonio and Orientul writers being his favorite authors. The rarified
nature of his subject matter cogbined with a certain deficiency in power

of literary expression malies his pubiished works insdequatoely representative
of the man, and‘the critic pauses between the belief that admiring con-
teuporaries grossly over-roted the ability of an active and elewvated but
withal rather ordinary kind, and the oprosite wview tliat Alcot: had a touch
of real genius in him, a kinship in Aue desree with the inspired talkers_of
literary history.™ be Lowever, even if Aloott could not express his ideas

in writing, he is nevertheless an important force in American litersture

because trese ideas did have influence on the men with whomn he cssocinted =

-— —

3+ Von Vyck Brooks, The Flowering of New England, pe 232,

Lis Cembridse History of Amsriosn Literature, I, 338 - 379.




Emerson, Parker, Thoreau, Hawthorne, That Alcott did have some effect on
Emerson cannot be denied. Gay seys: "When we seek to discover just what it
was that Emerson got from him vie are a little puzzled, Certainly, not ideas.

I think th-t he admired Alcott ( and he was fully aware of his limits),because
he found in him an example, almost unique, of faith in the ideal. In this man
was not the shadow of turning; he never thought even of defending the ideal
philosophy; he assumed it, and went aheade And to a man of Emersont's darting,

searching, weighing, and selecting = in short, criticel - mind, Alcott was

r

a priceless pole, steady as Folaris itself amid the vicissitudes of speoulation."/

The significance of Alcott to Emerson is thus expressed by Van Vyck Brooks:
"But Mmerson, who kmew his foibles well,'loved him for his copious peaceful-
ness and for the mountain landscape of his mind, with its derting lights
and shadows," o

Emerson met Alcott in 1335, and must have been impressed by him almost
immediately, because he comuents on him in his Journals and his letters at least
a dozen times between then and 18L0, when Alcbtt came to Concord to live.
Emnersont's first reference to Alcott occurs in his Journals for 1835, when he
writes of him,"A wise man, simple, superior to display, and drops the best
things as quietly as the least." r A yocr later, speeking of Alcott's
literary ability, he writes thus: "I have read with interest lir. Alcott's
Journels in lise for 1335. He has attained at least to & perfectly simple
and elegant uttsrance. There is no inflation and no eramp in his writiﬁgs.

I oonplained that ther#did not seem to be gquite that faocility of organization

vhich we expest in the man of genius and which is to interlace his work with

5. Robert M, Gay, Ralph laldo Emerson, p. 132,

6e Brooks, ope cite, pe 273

7. Joumlg’ III, 559.
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all nature by radiating upon all, But the sincerity of his speculation is a
better merit. This is no theory of a months' standing, no peg to hang fine
things on; no shaw enthusiasm; no cant; but his hearty faith and study by
night and day e¢e... And whatever defects as fine writers such men may have,

it is because colossal foundutions are not for swummer-houses, but for temvles
and cities. But come ajain a hundred vears hence, and compare Alcott with his

Be
little coritics,” And in 1337 he writes of Alcott, "I could see plainly

N

that T conversed with the most extraordinary man and the highest genius of
the time. He is a llan. Fe is erect, he se=s e... Vionderful is his vision;
the steadiness and scope of his eye at once rebukes all before it, and we

9

little men creep about ashamed,” 7 0f Aloott's Recorded Conversations

10. ~
Eperson says, "It is an admirsble piece Bull of profound anticipations."

Shortly afterwards he writes,"They say of Alcott, and I have sometimes
assented, thét he is one-toned -and hearkens with no interest to books or
conversations out of the scope of his one commanding idea, lisybe so, but
very diferent is his eentralism from that of vulgar monomaniacs, for he )
looks with wise love at all real facts, at street faces, at the farmer ...." e
Emerscn did not judge Alcott's writings very severely, because he believed that
"here was a new mind and it was welcome to a new style." ;2. Tiis same year,
1837, Emerson also mentions Alcott in letters to both Carlyle and Fuller.
To Carlyle he says only,"A ma§3namad Bronson Alcott is greut and one of the

o -

jowels we have to show you." His letter to Margaret Fuller is much more

detailed. He writes: "ir. Alcott is the gre~t man, and liss Fuller has not

8¢ Jourmals, IV, 61 = 62,
9 Jourmals, IV, 2374
10, Journals, IV, 9.

11, Journals, IV, 403,/ -
12, Journals, IV, hb2.@

13, The Correspondence of Curlyle and Emerson, Ppe 122,
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socn hime, His book does him no justice,and I do not like to see it. I. had

not fronted him for a good while, and was willing to revise my opinion.

Eut he has more of the godlike than any man I have ever seen, and his
presence rebukes, and threatens, and raiscs. Lie is a teacher. I shall dismiss
for the future all anxiety about his successe. If he connot meke intelligent
men feel the presence of superior nature, the worse for themy I cun never
doubt him, His ideal is beheld with such unrivalled distinction that he is

not only justified but necessitated to condemn and to seek to upheave the

1.

vast actual, and cleanse the world."™ ™

By this time Emerson had come to

the conclusion that Alcott could not write, but he still clung to the high
opinion he held of Alcott as a sjpeakers In 1879, in a letter to Carlyle,

he says: "A man named Bronson Alcott is a majestic soul, with whom conversation
is possible. He is capable cf truth, and gives me the seme glad astonishmemnt
that he shduld exist that the world does," e The following year, in another
letter, we read, "Bronson Alcott, who is a great man if he cammot write well,
has come to Concord ee.. I see that some of the Education people in England
have a school called 'Alcott House! after my friends At home here he is des-
pised and rejected of men a8 much as was ever Pestalozzi. Bgt the creature
thinks and talks, and I am glad and proud of my neighbore" 1o Two years
’1ater, in 1842, Alcott wus sent to England, by Emerson and some of his other
ffiends, to meet these "Bducetion people,™ and Fmerson was also very anxious
to heve him mezt Carlyle and Sterling. To Sterling he wrote, "About this time,

or perhaps a few weeks later, we shall send you a large piece of spiritual

New England, in the shape of A. Bronson Aleott, whom you must not fail to

1, Jemes Elliot Cebot, A iemoir of Ralph Valdo E.erson, pe 279.

15, The Correspondence of Emerson and Sterling, pp. 51 = 52,

16, Ibid,.PPo 285 @ 286,
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see if you can com;ass it. A man who cannot write, but whose conversation
is unrivalled in its way; such insight, such pure intellectnal pley, and
such revolutionary impulscs of thought ... Since Platc and Plotinus we
have not had his like.," e At the same time he vrote to Carlyle, saying,
"Bronson Alcott will probably go to London in about a month, and him I
shall surely send to you, hoping to atone by his great nature for many
smaller ones that have craved to see you." o Unfortuie tely, Carlyle
could not really appreciate Alcott; FEmerson was very sorry that this was
the case, and he wrote again to C_arlyle, saying, "As for Alcott, you
have discharged your conscience of him manfully and knightly ee... He is a
great man and was made for what is greatest, but now I fear that he has
already touched what best he can, and through his rore than a prophet's
egotism, and the abscnce of all useful reconciling talents, will bring
nothing to pass, and be but a voice in the wildernesé. As you do not seem
to have seen in him his pure and noble intellect, I fear that ithies under
some ncw and denser clouds," e Alcott returned from Fngland in 18,42 with
his two Znglish ffiends, Viright and Lane, and they set up their great new
com:munistic farm Xnown as "Fruitlands."

Bmerson's longest corurent on Alcott appears in his Journsls in 18L2
while Alcott's experiment at "Fruitlands" was at its height. He vwrites:
"He is & man of ideas, a man of fafth .... His social nature and his taskte
for beauty and magnificence will betray him into tolerance and indulgzence,
even, to men and to magnificence, but & stutute or e practice he is con-

dermed to measure by its essential wisdom or folly. He delights in speculation,

in nothing so much, and is very well endowed and weaponed for that work with

17, The Correspondence of Emerson and Sterling, pp. 51 = 52.

18, The Correspondence of Barlyle and Imerson, I, 300.

19, Ibid,,II, .
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a coplous, accurate and elesant vocabulary; I muy say poetic; so thet.I

know no man who speaks such jood English as he, and is so inventive withal,
He speaks truth truly; odthe expression is adequete. Yet he knows only this
one language. He hardly needs an antagonist, = he needs only an intelligent
ear, 'there he is greeted by lcving and intelligent persons, his discourse
soars to a wonderful height, so regular, so 1lucid, so playful, so new and

and disdainful of all boundaries of tradition and experience, that the
hearers secm no longer to hnve bodies or material gravity, but almost they
can mount into the air at pleasure, or leap at one bound out of this solar
system. I say this of his speech exclusively for when he atteimts to write,
he loses, 1in my judgrent, all his power, and I derive more pain than pleesure
from the perusal .... Eo secms to thinl all literature is good or bad as it
approaches colloquy, which is its perfection ¢e.. He so swiftly and natural-
ly plants himself on the moral sentiment in any ;onversution, unless he be a
saint as Jones Very was e¢e.. 1t must te conceded that it is speculation which
he loves, and not action. Therefore he dissatisifes everybody and disgusts
many ee.e Another circumstance marks this extreme love of speculation. He
oarries all his opinions and all his condition and manrer of life in his hand,
and, whilst you talk with him, it is plain he has put out no roots, but is an
air - plant, which cun readily and without any i1l conscquence be trans-
ported to amy place ese. If it is so with his way of living, much more so is
it with his opinions. He never remembers. le ncver affirms anything today
because he has affirmed it before +... His vice, an intellectual vice, grew
out of this constitution, and was that to which almost all spiritualists

have besn liable, - a certain brooding on the private thought which produsces

monotony in the comversation, and egotism in the character ees.. Alcott sees
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the lgw of men truer and farther than any one ever did. Unhappily, his
conversation never loses sight of his own personality. He never quotes;
he never refers; his only illustration is his owm biography. So will it
be aiways&he poet, rapt into future ties or into deeps of neture admired
for themselves, lost in their law, cheers us with a lively cherm; but this
noble genius discredits genius to me. I do not vant any more such persons
to existl." =0

The next year, in 1343, Hmerson says of him, "Alcott came, the
magnificent dreamer, brocding as ever .... heedless that he had been
uniformly rejected by every class to whom he had addressed himself, and
yet Jjust as sanzuine and vast as everj- the most cogent example of that
drop too much which Nature adds to each man's peculiarity. To himself,
he seems the only realist." = .

Tthen Alcottts "Fruitlands" experiment failed and public opinion
was SO «gainst him, Emerson writes,'Very sad, indeed, to see this half=-
god driven to the wall ... Very tedious and prosing and egotistical and
narrow he is, but a profound insizght, a Power, a majestical man eeee I foeol
his statememnt to be partial and to heve fatal omissions, but I think I shall
never attempt to set him right any more, It is not for me to answer him;
though I feel the limitations and exa;zerations of his picture, and the
waarisome personalities. His st:tement proves too much wewe Alcott has been

writing poetry, he says, all winter, I fear there is nothing in it for me.
224
His overpowering personality destroys all poetic faculty." A year later

he adds, "Alcott is unlimited end unballasted ee... & pail of which the

20, Journals, VI, 170 = 178.
21, Journals, VI, L72.

22, Journals, VI, 503 = 505
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23
botton is taken out,"
In 1845, speaking again &f Alcott's literary ability, he says,
"I kmow what I shall find if Alcott brings me menuscriptse I shall have
a Salisbury plain full of bases of pyramids, to each of which I am to
build an apexe" e A similar comment aprears in 1846 when he writes,
"He looks at everything in larger angles than any other, and, by good
right, should -be the fgreatest man. But here comes in another traits
it is found, though his angles are of so generous contents, the lines
do not meet; the apex is not gquite defined, We must allow for the re-
fraotion of the lens, but it is the best instrument I have ever met
with." e Shortly afterwards he adds, "Alcott is & man of unguestionable
gonius, yet no dootrine or sentence or word or action of his whigh is
excellent can be detached or quoted." =
The following passage on Alcott seemed to me to be particularly

expressive: "Alcott is like a slate pencil which has a sponge tied to the
other end,and, as the point of the pencil draws lines, the sponge follows as
fast and erases them. He talks high and wide, end expresses himself very
happily, and forgets all he has said. If a skillful operator could introduce
a lencet and sever the sponge, Alcott would be the prince of writers." o1
Emerson 1is admitting his own obligation to Alcott when he says, "It were
too much to say that the Platonie world I might have learned to treat as a
cdoud-land, had I not known Alcotf, who is a native . that country, yet

28.
I will say that he makes it as solid as Massachusetts to me...", and

23+ Journals, VII, 50,

2ie Journals, VII, 500. *
25« Cabot, op. cite, J, 280

26, Journals, VII, 525.

27+ Journals, VIII, 70.
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again when he adds, "The comfort of Alcott's mind is the comnection in
which he sees whatever he sees se.e I do not now where to find in mén
or books, a mind so valuable to faith, His own invoriable faith inspires
faith in others," e

Emerson's comments on Alcott cover a period of about forty years. In
one of his later comments, in 1861, he wrote the following; "And our Alcott
fwhet a fruit of Comnecticut) has only just missed being a seraph. A little
English finish and articulation to his potencies, and he would have compared
vith the greatest," 50 The next year, 1862, he says of Alcott as a writer,
"0f Alcott, the whim of writing is a false instinst, like Goethe's for
soculpture, over which both of them lost much good time." S Emersont's last
comuent appears in 1865 when he wrotes, MVhen I go to talk viith Alcott it is
not so m'ch to get his thoughts az to vatch myself under his influence. He
excites me and I think freely." 5% There are not many feferences to Alcott
in any of Emerson's essays, excepnt in the few instances where he borrows
sentencoes from the Journals, However, there is a good estimate of Alcott
in his essay, "Life and Letiters in New England." 'HeA is referring to Alcott
when he says,™Vith them [the Transcendentalists) was alvays one well-known
form, a pure idealist, not at all a man of letters, nor of any practiocal
talent nor a vwriter of booksg a man quite too cold and contenplative for the
alliances of friendship, with rare simplicity and grandeur of perception,

who read Plato as an equal, and inspired his corpanions only in proportion

as they were intellectual, whilst the man of talent complained of the want

29¢ Journals, IX, 35.
30. Journals, IX, 346.
31, Jourmals, IX, L57.

32, Journals, X, 56.
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33
of point." Another sumary of his opinion of Alcott was found in a

sorap marked "Inrluences? Emerson writes, 'We have seen an intellectual
torso, without hends or feet, without any orgen whereby to rebroduce his
thought in any form cf art whateveres.s. &nd only working by presence and
supreme intelligence, as a test and standard of other minds. Such I cull
not so much men as Influences ¢..s Poerhaps the oflice ofﬁhese is highest
of all in the great society of souls,” -

On the whole, lkmerson's criticism of Bronson Alcott is very just and
is oconsistent with his theory of literature. He admired Alcott for his
spirituel insight and intuition, but he also realized that Alcott's extreme
mysticism led him into eoccentricities and egotisme. He lmew that Alcott could
not write, but he had a very high opinion of his powers of discourse, al-
though he could not believe, as Alcott did, that talking was a higher ert
then writing. He admired Alcott's insistence on truth and moral sentiment,
tut &t the same time.he objected to his extreme impracticelity, and to his
shifting opinions which epproached jesuitry. Emerson admitted that he owed
a debt to Alcott for exciting his own mental facultics and for helping him

to understand and appreciate Platoe.

33, Lectures and Biographicel Sketches, Vorks, X, 341 = 542,

3Le Cabot, ope cite, 281,
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VIII.

ELERSON'S CRITICISM OF THE TRANSCENDENTALISTS.

Emerson was both a transcendental critic and a oritic of trans-
cendentalisme Emerson was a Transcendentulist himself and for a time was
leader of the movement in New lngland. However, althongh he was at the
heart of the movement, he was also able to lock at the whole movenent
ad at its exponents objectively and oritically. The best expression of
Emerson's attitude toward Transcendentalism as & vhole appears in his
lecture "The Transcendentalist", which he first read in 18,2. He defines
Transcendentalism as "Ideslism as it aprears in 1GL2," - and he goes on
to say that "The Transcendentalist adopts the whole connection of spirit-
ual doctrine, He belicves in miracle, in the perpetual openness of the
human mind to new influx of light and power; he believes in insviration
and in ecstusy." = Emerson was very optimistic about the vdue and
significence of Transcendentalism to America, for he says, "ilhere is
ndpure Transcendentalist, yet the tendency to respect the intentions
and to give them, at least in our creed, all authority over our ex-
perience, has deeply colored the conversation and poetry of the present
day; end the history of genius and of religion in these times, though
impure, and as yet not incarnated in any powerful individual, will te the
history of this tendency." > Emerson was broad-minded snd just in his

estimete of the movement, however, because he saw end admit:ed the ec=-

centricities and vegaries that the Transcendentalists were often led into,.

1, Nature, Addresses, Lectures, ‘Yorks, I, %30,

2, Works, I, 335.

3 Works, I, BLQ.O.
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Fe says, "I say tendency, not realization., Our virtue totters and trips,
does not yet walk firmly. Its representations are austere; they preach and
denounces their rectitude is not yet a grece., They are still liable to

that slight taint of burlesque which inour strange world attaches to the
zealot eees There is, no doubt, a great deal of well=founded objection

to be spoken or felt against the sayings and doings of this class, some

of whose traits we have selected; no doubt they will lay themselves épen

to criticism and lampoons, and as riédiculous stories will be told of them
as of any. There will be cant and pretension; there will be subtility and
moonshine. These persons are of unequal strength, end do not all prosper.™ .
Emerson's last estimate of the Transcendentalists as & group is very favor=
dble, because to him their high aim and purpose was ample recompense for the
weaknesses in the practice. Fe concludes, "But the thoughts which these few
hermits strove to proclaim by silence as well as by speech, not only by
what they did, but by what they forbore to do, shall abide in beauty and
strength ee.." )

Emerson's Transcendentalists included Bronson Alcott, Charles Kewcomb,
Frederic Hemry Hedge, Orestes Erownson, Theodore Parker; Jones Very,
Elizebeth Peabody and largaret Fuller. liiss Fuller's relations with Emerson
were so peculiar and his corments on her are so numerous that, like Alcott,
she requires a separate chapter. There were, of course, many other Trans=-
cendentalists, some of whom were of more actual importance to the movemené

than “merson's group. However, this select group of a half-dozen really

represents almost all of the phases of Transcendentalism; their intercsts

Lie Viorks, I, 355 = 350,

5. Viorks, I, 359.
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range from critical to theological to rysticals The Transcendentalists -
not included in this list are omitited either because they cannot rightly
be regarded as men of letters or because Emerson himself failed to com-

ment on them,

Cne of the outstandirg Transcendentalists in Emerson's opinion
was Charles Newcomb, who is entirely unknown today. Although Lewcomb is
a very minor figure in the field of American letters, Emerson was very fond
of him and devoted a great deal of space to him in his Journals, Newcomb led
a strange, secret life, and Vun Vijyck Brooks speaks of him as the "Providence
mystic." . Newcomb wes for a time a member of the Broock Farm comrmnity,
where he seems 0 have been rether influential. He wrote, "The Two Dolons"
for the Dial, and Emerson liked liewcomb's private journal so well that he
transcribed a great deal of it in order that he would have a copy of it if
Newcomb ever destroyed the originals,

Emerson gives a brief sketch of Newcomb in his essay "iife and Letters
in New England.™ He writes the following about Newcomb in connection with his
reminiscences of the Brook Farm experiment; "I recall one youth of the subtlest
mind, I believe I must szy the subtlest observer and diviner of character I
ever met, living, reading, writing, talking there, perhaps as long as the
colony held together; his mind fed and overflowed by whatever is exalted in
genius, whether in Poetry or Art, in Drama or llusic ee..” e lewcomb is
mentioned very frequently in Emerson's Journals, but the following few ex-
cerpts will be sufficient to show Emerson's opinion of him. E:erson's
first referenee to lictcomb appears in 132 vhen he vrites, "In Frovidence

I found Charles Newcomb, who made me happy by his conversation and his read-

6e Vun Vyck Brooks, The Flowering of lcw England, 247,

7. Lectures end Biographical Sketches, lorks, X, 362.
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ing of his tales." His best andhongest criticism was written seven .

years later, 1n 18,9, At this time he says: "Charles lLewcomb came, but

we grew incapable of events and influences. He, too, turns the conversation,
if I try a general remark., FHis manuscripts which he brought me were six
years old, but full of subtle genius. Intense solitude aprears in every
santence. Trey cre soliloquies, with abridged stenographic wit and elo-
quence e¢e... He is Brahmin existing to little use, if prayer and beauty

are not thut ¢..s But though Charle8's mind is unsownded, and the walls

taken out, so that he seams open to Iiature, yet he does not accumulete his

Qe
wisdor into any amount of thought, rarely arrives at a result ee..”

The following year he speaks of Newcomb as "the unique, inspired, wasted
genius." o Enmerson's final estimate of Newcomb is more favorable,
however, for he writes, "Cheering amidst all this trifle was the reading
of Charles pewcomb's letters: the golden age came ajain, the true youth,
the true heroism, the future, the ideal +... Only of Charles I wonld give
much to know how it all lies in his mind; I would know his immost sincerity;
know what reverses he makes when he talks divinely." H Thus we see that
Emerson admired hewcomb for his inner genius and because be bclieved some of
Newcomb's writings hed reel merit. However, like Alcott and Very, Newcomb wes
too much of a mystic for Emerson. Newcomb's genius was a&ll inward; he could
not, much to Emerson's regret, produce anything outwardly constructive.

Theodore Parker was not only one of the most important of the Trans-

cendentalists, but he vms also one of the greatest ministers that America

8e Journals, VII, 1&2.
Ce Journals, VIII, 60 = 6Ol.
10,Journels, VIII, 15k

11,Journals, VIII, 395.
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O
ing of his tales." His best andpongest criticism was written seven .

years later, 1n 189, At this time he says: "Cherles lLewcomb came, but

we grew incapable of events and influences. He, too, turns the conversation,
if I try a genoral remark., His manuscripts which he brought me were six
years old, but full of subtle genius. Intense solitude appears in every
santence. Trey are soliloquies, with abridged stenographic wit and elo-
quence e¢e.e.s He is Brehmin existing to little use, if prayer and beauty

are not thut e¢... But though Charle8!s mind is unsounded, and the walls

tuken out, so that he seams open to Hature, yet he does not accumulete his

9.
wvisdom into any amount of thought, rarely arrives at a result se.."

The following year he specks of Newcomb as "the unique, inspired, wusted
genius." o Emerson's final e stimate of Newcomb is more favoreble,
however, for he writes, "Cheering amidst all this trifle was the reading
of Charles iewcomb's letters: the golden age came ezain, the true youth,
the true heroism, the future, the ideal +... Only of Charles I wonld give
much to know how it all lies in his mind; I would know his immost sincerity;
know what reverses he makes when he talks divinely," e Thus we see thet
Emerson admired iiewcomb for his inner genius and because be bclieved some of
Newcomb's writings hed reel merit. However, like Alcott and Very, Newcomb wes
too much of a mystio for Emerson. Newcomb's genius wes all inward; he could
not, much to Emersont's regret, produce anything outwardly constructive.

Theodore Parker was not only one of the most important of the Trans-

cendentelists, but he tms also one of the greatest ministers that Amerioca

€e Journals, VII, lo2.
Ce Journals, VIII, ©0 = 6l,
104 Journals, VIII, 15l

11,Journals, VIII, 595.
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ever produced . Farker's own literary accomplishments are mot very
significant, but he wams an importsnt influence on all Lew England.
Parrington gives a good estimate of him in the following passage:

"Theodore Parker became the embodiment and epitome of the Lew Zngland
Renaisssnce. More completely perhaps than any other representative,

he zothered up and expressed the major revolutionary inpulses of his time
and world; the idealistio theism implieit in the Unitarian reaction from
Calvinism; the transcendentel individualism letent in the doctrine of
divine irmenence; and the passion for righteousness ee.." e Parker wcs

en ag;ressive reformer, and his bitter attacks on contemporary conditions
made him feared and hated. His grectest pleas were for social justice and
for the abolition of slavery., Harold Clarke Goddard says that transcendental-
ism tonds to "pass from its early sentimegﬁal and romantic stage into a
phase of social or political activity." = Parker represents the practiocal
side of transcendentalism as opposed to the mystical side embodied in New=
cogb, Alcott, snd Very. Emerson and Parker were both members of the Trans-
cendental Clube Farker was a faithful contributor to the Dial, both before

and during Emerson's editorshipe. Later, when Farker beceme editor of the

Iassachusetts Quarterly Review, Emerson contributed a few articles to his

magazine, Emerson and Parlzer were thus rather closely associasted over a long
period of years. Although mich of Parker's litgra:y output was too polemiec
to live long, he did write some very good papers for the Dial; krerson ;d-
mitted that some of the numbers of the Dial had ih#remendous circulation

just because they contzimed articles by Parker,"

Emerson's first corment on Parker annears in his Journals for 1842

12, Veornon Louis Parrington, lain Currents in Americen Thonght, II, 415 - L16.

13, Cembridge History of American Literuture, I, 3L5.

1. Lectures and Biogranhical Skotches, Viorks, X, 3L4.
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vhen he says, "T.P, has beautiful fange, and the whole amphitheatre

likes to see him worry and tear his victims." e In spite of the

great differences in their te:uperaments, these two men admired each

other greatly. In 1852 Theodore rarker dedicated his Ten Sermons of

Religion to Emerson with a very laudatory foreword, and inreturn Emerson

wrote a letter of appreciation to Parker. He said, "I read the largest

part of it with good heed. I find in it all the traits which are malking

your discourses material to the history of liassachusetts, the realisn,

the power of local and homely 4llustration, the courage and vigor of

treatment, and the nasterly s~rcasm, - now naked, now veiled, - and I

thirlkwith e marked growth in power and coacervation - shall I say? - of

statement. To be sure, I em in the moment thinking of speeches out of

this book as well as in it. Viell, you may give the timeﬂto cone the

means of kncwing how the lamp was fed, which thoy are to thank you that

they found burning +... ¥We should all thank the righ@koldier, whon: God

cave strength and will to fight for him the battle of the day." o

frierson adritted the great gulf that lay between him and Parker, for in his

Journals for 1368 he says,"lheodore Farker has filled up all his years and

days and honrs; & son of the energy of liew Znglend, restless, ea er, manly,

breve, early old, contw:acious, clever. I can well praise him at a distance
1

for our minds and methods were unlike =- few people more unlike." o In

his essay on "Eloquence" Emerson is referring to FParker when he says, "

"His hard head went through, in childhood, the drill of Calvinism, so that

he stands in the Hew England assembly a purer bit of iiew Lngland then any,

———

15, Jourmals, VI, 2l7.

16. John Teiss, Life and Correspondence cf Theodore Farker, II, L5.

17+ Journals, IX, 271.






13L.

and flings his sarocasms right and left. Ee has not only the documents in
his pocket to answer all caviis and to prove all his positions, but he
has the eternal reason in his head." 1o Emerson's best estimate of
Parker oocurs in his essay, "Life and Letters in New En;land." He writes:
"'heodore farker was our Savanorola, an excellent scholar, in frenk and
al fecticnate communication with the best minds of his day, yet the tribune
of the people, and the stovt Reformer to urge and defend every cause of
humanity with and for humblest of mankind. lie wis no artist. L.hat he said
wus mere fact, almost offended you , so bald ang detached; little cared he.
Fe stood altogether for practical truth ...." e One other comment of
interest &ppears in 1854 in a letter to the English poet Clough when Emerson
vrites, "Summer and Theodore Parker arc our saints." =0

On the whole, Imerson admired Parker tremendously. He valued Parker's
great learning, hyg reason, énd his practicality. I think Parker's precticeal
transcendentalism found much more favor in Emerson's sight than the mysticism
of Alcott, Very, and liswcomb. imerson was also in sympathy for the most
part with Parker's ideas of sccial reform, particulerly on the Slavery
question. liowevor, kmerson could not understand Parker's intensity and
zeal, Parker's fiery temperament was the antithesis of lmerson's cold
intellectuality, and Emerson with his mellow philosophy could not for-
give Parker for his bitter vindictiveness.

Orestes Brownson is another Transcendentalist ¥Whom imerson criticizes

in his Journals. Brownson remained faithful to Transcendentalism although

18, Society and Solitvde, Vorks, VII, 96.

19, Lectures and Biographical Sketches, lViorks, X, 3LL.

20. The Emerson - Clpugh Letters, no. 2.
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his religious views underwent meny changes. He started out as a Pres=-
byterian minister in 122, became a Universelist, and then a Unitarian.

In 1838, he established and edited the Boston Quarterly Review. In 18Li,

vhen Browneon turned Catholic, this pericdical beceme Brownson's Quarterly.

Brownson was a staunch DJemocrat and a promoter of numerous socialislistic
schemes designed to improve the conditions of the laboring classe. After his
last conversion in 18l); he became an ardent polemicist on the side of
Catholicisme Lilke rarlier and IZmerson, he belonged to the [ranscendental
Club, end he was a2lso a contributor to the Dial, this leads one to be-
lieve that Emerson knew Browmsonr tetter than his slight comments in his
Journals would indice-e, Brownson also defended kmerson's "Divinity School
Address" of 1838 after Andrews liorton's attack on it. Besides his erticles
for the various periodicals, Brovmson also wrote religious, political,
rhilosophical, and auto-biographical bookse Van 1:i'¢k Brooks deseribes him
in the following words: "Something more than & journalist, something less
than a sa;e, Brownson was a Catholic Theodore Parker.," ot

Emerson himself mskes only two remarks about Brownson, both of them

"Srownson never will stop and listen, neither

oD
CZloe
in conversation, but what is more, not in solitude." Iis only other

in the year 1842. lle says,

reference to him is an incidental remark which includes Brownson in a
lerger groupe He says: "the yoimg people, like Brovmson, Channing, Grecne,
Elizebeth Peabody, and rossibly Bancroft, think thét the vice of the age
is to exag:erate individualism, and they adopt the word 1'himanito from
LeRoux, and go for 'the rcce.! Hence the Phalanx, Owenism, Simonism, the

2%,

Communities "

21. BrOOkS’ OE. Ci;b_o_. po 214-90

224 Journals, VI, 297.

23, qurna%i, VI, 313«31l.
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Like Perker, Brownson wns too intense, too polemicul, too uncompromising,
for Emersone Ee wes too mnich the social reformer, and Zmerson was not es
mich in sympathy with Brovmsont's Catholicism and socialism as he vmas with
Parkerts abolition movomant.

Flizabeth Peabody is a minor figure in Americen literuturs, bubt she is
worth mentioning not only because she horself was a Transcendentalist but
because of her reletions with the more important Transcendentalists and
vith other note-worthy vriters =f th-t pcriod. Elizabeﬁh‘Peabody vas first
secrstary to Dre Chamiing; then she became an assistant to Alcobt in Lis

Temple 3chool, and from the latter experience she vrote a journal called

the Rocord of a School, She also vrote many text-books and A Last Evening

with Alcott. Her main interests lay in the field of child education, and

she is sometimes culled "the srandmother of the kindergarten." liss Peabody

was very active in the Yranscendental movement; she belonged to the Trans-
cendental Club, she contributed to the Dial and helped to edit and print it,
and in 1859 she started a transcendental periodical of her owvm, Aesthetic
Papers, which failed after one issme. She is important because she in-
troduced Hawthorne to her literary friends, and because her book shop be-
came the Boston rendezvous fgr the rising young intellectuals, such as
Emerson, Alcott, and Hed:e. o Althorgh tmerson mist have kmown liiss Peabcedy

rathar well, he makes only two comments on her. In 1335 he vrites, "I read

with sreaxt @elight the Record of a School., It aims ell the time to show

the symbolical character of all things to the children, and it is alleged,
25

and I doubt not truly, thot the children take the thonght with delight."

2lie Brooks, ope oite, pp.228 - 229.

25e Journals, III, 500
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Later, in eriticizing the éoatry of ©Hllery Chenning, he suys, "He brcuks
fuith with the reader, wants inte;rity. Yet for Poets it will be a beiter
book thana whole wolume of Bryant and Caupbell. liss Péabody has beautiful
colors to sell, but her shop has no attraction for house-builders and
merchants; iir. Allston and lir. Cheney will probably find the way to it." o
Although Frederic Henry liedge is a very imp-rtant figure in New
Bhgland Transcendentalism, and althiugh Emerson mentions his name frequente-
ly, there is remarkably lit+tle criticism of him in Rnerson's vritings,
Hedse wont to Germany with bancroft, and there he became acquainted with

German idealisme Gr3y believes that liedge is responsible for domessicenting

*  this German thought and thus bringing New Ingland Transcendentalism into

27

beinge. Hedge not only furnished the philospphte background for the move-
ment, but he gave it imnetus by originating the Trunscendental Club., He also
contrivbuted to the Dial, although he is chiefly noted in the field of letters
for his German translations.

Emerson's first comment on Eedge appeabs in a letter to his brother
Edward, written at the end of 1833. Ye says, "Henry Hedge is an unfolding
man, who has just now writsen the best pieces theot have appeared in the )
Fxaminer; one especially vms a living, leaping Logos, and he mey help me." =
In 1839 there are two comments on Ledge in Emerson's Journals. In the first
he says, "If, as Hedge thinks, I overlook grect facts in stating the absolute
laws of the souly if, as he seems to represent it, the world is not a dualism,

not a bipolar unity, but is two, is lle and It, then is there the alien, the

unknovn and all we hcve belicved and chanted out of our deep instinctive hope

26s Journsls, VI, 358.

&7« Lenry David Gray, Emerson, v. 17
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29

is a pretty dream," Later in the sae year he adds, Miarz-ret Fuller
and rFrederic Lenry Ledge mst hove talent in their ssesociates.And so they
find “hat they forgive many defectss They do not reqrire simplicity. I
require zsnius, and, if I find that, I do not need talent; and talent with-
out genius gives me no plessure. George Bradford's verdict on & poem or a
man I shonld vedue more than theirs, for Nedge would like l.oore, and George
70,
Dradford not."  Trerson's last comment on Hedge appears in 1847 in a
letter to Ccrlyle. Vie rend, "Lonry hedge is a rocluse but 6atholic scholar
in our remote Bangor, vho reads German, and smokes in his solitary study
through nearly eizht months of snow in the year, and deals out, every
Sunday, witty asothegems to the lumber-merchants and tovmship-owners of
Penobscot River, who have actually grown intelli;ent intorpretors of his
riddlesby long hearkening after them eee. Hed ;e has a true and mellow heurt,
31

and I hope you will like him," Hmerson liked Hedge because his Trans-
cendentdism was neither mystical nor zealously roforming, but he did
criticize Fed;e for not accenting his ovm be’ief in dualism.

James Freeman Clor'e is another fijure in American letiers who connot
be entirely ignorsd. Clarke was one of the first Transcendentalists, and he

124

is importanqror his influence on Parker, Channing, Alcott, and Fuller. |
Clarim remained a Unitarian minister throushout his lifetime, and he preached
in Boston, in Louisville, and in Pennsylvania, although these missionary

aotivities interfered with his relations with the New England Transcendentalibts.

He was a prolific writer and turned out religious books, sermons, and magazine

29, Journals, V, 2006.
30, Journals, V, 2,8

31le The Correggpndenco'of Carlyle and Hmerson, II, 135 - 136.

32, Octévius Brooks Frothinzham, Transcendentalisi in hew England, pe 3l3.




articles, including contributions to the Diel. One of Clerke's greatest
contributions to Tranccendentalism came through his founding of the

Western lessenser in Cinocinnati in 1835, This periodical shifted from

Unitarianism to Transcendentalism and was important as a forerumer of

33

the Dial, Although Emerson frequently mentions seeing Clarke, he

139,

makes only one comnent on him that is at all interesting .He says, "A few
.

cler;ymen, like Ledge, and Clarlie, retain tle traditions, but they never
mention them to me, and, if they travelled in I'rance, En;land, or Italy,
would leave them locked up in the same closet with their sermons at home,
and if they did not mturn would never think to send for them," e

One of the most interesting of the Transcendentalists is Jones Very,
the mystic. He was comritted to the licLean Asylum for a time, although
Emerson and many of the other Transcendentalists did not believe he was
really insane. Very believed that everything he wrote was cormunicated to
him by the Holy Ghost, and he would thercvfore never change a word of it.
Ven Tyck Brooks says that he also be%ieved that he had risen from the dea
and was beyond the physical world. = Very graduated from Har ward with

distinction in 1336; for a while he tutored Thoreau 4m Greek and then he

entered the Divinity School where he became a mystic. Hmerson met Very in

d

364

1333, and he at first believed he vms one of the messen_ers of the new era.

After Lmerson reud Very's Bowdoin senior essay showing that Shakespe

are's

genius was all due to the Ioly Ghos%, he wrote a lettor to his friend Furness,

5Te

saying, "Very might be insane but his critique certainly is not."

%%+ Clarence Gohdes, The Periodicals of American Transcendentalism, pp.l0

311.. :T_ournal_g,_ X, 8.

354 Srooks, op. cite, pe 20L.

36, Carlos Baker, "Emerson and Jones Very," New Enzland Quarterly, Larch,

37. Ibid.,_Po 92.
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In the same yeucr, 1830, he wrote in his Journals referring to him as a

"monotone" and saying, '"Jones Very came hither, two days since, and gave

occasion to many thoughts on his pecnliar state of mind and his relation
to society. His position accuses society as much as society names it false and
morbid; and much of his discourse concerning society, the church, and the
collesge was perfectly juste" 50 A week later he vrites the following pas-
sagje to largaret ruller: "Very has been here lately, and stayed a few days;
confounding us all with the question whether he was insane. At first sight
“and speech you would certainly pronounce him so. Talk with him a Pew hours
and you will think all insane but he. Monomania or monosania, he is very a
remarlzable person; and tioush his mind is not in a permanent state, he is

30
a treasure of a companion and I had vith him most meuorable conversztions.™ .
At thls sarre time he comments in his Journal on Very's doctrine of will-less
submissions Very tried to convert Eierson to this belief and to wurn him
acainst a life of self-direction and intellect. Eerson says,"The institutions,
the cities which men have built look to him like a huge blot of inl ...
= would obey, obey. Fe is not disvosed to attack religious and charities,
thouzh false ¢... He thinks me covetous in my hold of truth, of seeing truth
separate, and of receiving or taeking it, instead of mercly obeying. Vill is
to him all, &s to me, Truth,e lLe is sensible in me of a little colder air
than be breathes e¢eee Il has nothing to do with time because he obeys ese..
and he is gone into the multitude as solitary as Jesus. In dismissing him

I seem to have discharged an arrow into the heart of society. V'henever that

younz enthusiast goes he will astonish and disconcert men by dividing for

38. JOUI‘E&iS, V, 98 - 99.

39. Cabot, op. cit., 3L9 - 350.
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LLO 3
them the cloud that covers the profound gulf that is in man," Azsin

he writes, "The great distinction tetween talkers like Reed and Very

and tdxers like Vialker and Ripley, is, that one class speaks ab intra,

and the other class, ab extrae. It is of no use to pre;ch to me ab extra." -
The following year,1339, Emerson edited a volume of Jones Very's

verses and had it publisheds. Although Very belioved his inspiration from the

Holy Ghost wes infallible, tmerscn did not agree with him and he selscted

end combined and revised Very's verses before publishing them. In the fore=-

word to this little volume Emerson speaks of Vory as being "serene, intelligent,

and true" and he adds, "He gives me plegsure, and much relief after 21l I

had heard concerrning him," ) Although lmerson does not comment speaifical-

ly on Very's poetry in his Journals, his very high opinion of this volume of

verse is revealed in a review he wrote for the Dial. To us boday who are not

acquainted with Very's poetry Emerson's estimate may seem inordinately high.

However, Van Viyck Brooks gives & similar opinion, for he says, "lionotones

in silver-grey, sober as a dove's breast, they were true poems, none the less.

They had a sort of solemn incandesence. They were like frosted orbs of eleciric

lighte. One caught their dim glow of religious feeling three generations later,

partly thanks to Emerson's revisions; for no one lnew better than he the im-

portance of skill," i There, is, therefore, justification for Emerson's

very favorable review of Very's "Essays and Poems." Inerson says: "This

little volume would have recoived an earlier notice, if we had been at all

careful to proclaim our favorite books. vhe genius of this book is religious,

and reaches an extraordinary depth of sentiment. The author, plainly a man

i1 Journals, V, 142,
L2, Beker, op. cite, pe Y.

LL}Q Brooks, E&Qé‘t_o_’ P. 205.



of a pure and kindly temper, casts himsclf into the ste“e of a high and
transcendental obedience to the imward Spirit ... In this enthnsiasm

he wr ites most of these verses, which rathor flow through him thean from

hin, There is no composition, no elaboration, no artifice in the s:ructure
of the rhyme, no.wariety in the imagery; in short, no pretension to literary
meirit, for this would be a departuré from his singleness, and followed by
loss of insight. He is not at liberty even to correct these unpremeditated
poems for the press e... WWith the exception of the few first poems, which
appear to te of an earlier date, all these verses beur the unquestionable
stanp of grandeur. they wre the breathings of an entranced devotion e...
They are as sincere a lituny as the Hebrew songs of Ds=vid or Isaish, and
only less than they becanse indebted to the Hebrew muse for their tone and
geniuse This males the singularity of the book, namely, that so pure an
utterance of the most domestic and primitive of all sentiments should in
this aje of revolt and experiment use once more the popular religious
language, and so slow itself secondary and morbid. These sonnets have little
tanze of topios, no extent of observations, no playfulness; there is even

a certain torpidity in the concluding lines of some of them, which reminds
one of church hymns; but, whilst they flow with great swectness, they have
the sublime unity of the Decalogue or the Code of lienu, end if as mPnotonous,
yet are they almost as pure as the sounds of surrounding Nature." .Emerson
sent Carlyle a copy of Very's poems, saying, "I believe I shall also make
Brown the bearer of a little book vritten by & young friend «f mino in a
very peculiar frame of mind,- thonght by most persons tp be rad,- and of

the publication of - which I took charge sse. “hen you see Sterling, show him

Llie deture, Addresses, Dial Papers, Vlorks, National Library Edition, IV,

532 = 533
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these poems, and ask him if they have no%t a grandeure"
Carlos Paker believes that the friendship besween Euerson anl Very
came to an end shortly after the publication of these verses. Very's
psychical exnltation was beginning ’cé swoside, and Imerson was able to

LL\) .
look at him itore objectively, more questioningly. E.erson vwrites,

"Here is Simeon the Stylite, or John of Patmos in the shape of Jones
Very, religion for religion'smke, religion divorced, detached from man,
from the world, from science and art; grim, unmarried, insulated, accusing;
yet true in itself, and speaking things in every worde The lie is in the
detachment" e Another criticism of Very appears in the Journals for
1815 "Jones Very had an illurination that enabled him to excel evetybody
in wit and to see farthest in every company and quite éasily to bring
the proudest to ccnfusion; and yet ho could never get out of his Hebrais-
tic phraseology and mythology, and, vhen all was over, still remained in
the thin porridge or cold tea of Unitarianisme" ) Althiaugh inerson drow
avamy from Very in later years, he evidently kept his high opinion of Very's
verso because he incluvded two of Very's poems in his anthology "“Parnassus."
Emerson liked Very's poetry, but he early recognized Very's great
weaknesses. For one thing, Very's theory of will-=less submission was in
direct opposition to Enerson's own theory of self-reliance. Emerson admired
Very teceuse he was an exponent of his[ovm belief in intuvition, in spiritual

conmunicetion, but he realized thut Very carried this belief in genius but

he also telieved in work. Baker says that Very reprecented much for which

L5, The Correspondence cf Curlyle and Emerson, I, 335 - 33l1.

Ll.é. B&ker’ Ogo Ci'to, TPe (:5 - 960
L7. Journals, V, 220,

L8, Journels, VII, 136 - 137.



Emerson stood, although Frerson recognized it as his weclier side. Mierson

{9.
vas opposed to the Hindu doctrine of passivity for wiich Very stocde
tmerscn's Yankee vigor, his desire for mental frecdom and action made him
critical cf Very's extreme mysticism.

Thus we see that Emerson, although a Transcendentalist himself, did
not hesitetoc to criticize Tianscendentalism both as a generel movement and
and as it wans embodied in mony of its exponents. Emerson was too much the
shrewd Yerkee to believe in ecarrying Trenscendentalism into mysticism as
Very, Alcott, eand liewco:b dide On the other hand Fmerson was too coldly
intellectual to appreciate the reforming ardor and intensity of Parker,
Peabody, end Brovmson on the more utilitarian side of Transcendentalism.
Tr.erson believed & happy medium between mysticism and practical action,
and he himself belongs on this middle ;round. Lowever, Imerson did re-

cognize the value of Transcendentalism in injecting & new and much-necded

element into American literature.

L9+ Beker, Ope cite, pe GO
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ELERS.IN'S CRITICISI OF LARGARET FULLER.

Largeret Fuller, like Theodore Farler, is a repfesentative of the
more prectical tendencies of Transcendentelism, Eer father forced her
educa tion and the result vms ill health and riental and emotional cver=-
stimuletion. She was one of the first feminists, and her revolt made her,
li%e Alcott, the victim of much ridicule. She tuught for & while and held

"sonversations" in Boston; from 1EL0 to 1842 she edited the Dial and later

became literary critic for Greeley's lLew York Tribune. If largaret Fuller
Ossoli had not met such an early ¢ enth, her rcputation today es a writer
might have bteen quite different, for her experiences in Italy must have had
considerable effcect on her. OShe is usually referred to cs the critic of
Transcencentalism; but her personality was nore imporiant tian any thing
she trote and her literary reputetion has dwindled ewsy to almost nothing in
the last century. That she was a grert influence in her own day cannot be
denied. Parrington says: "The written rccord which jargiret Fuller left is
quite inadequate to explein her contemporacry reputation. In no sense an
artist, scercely a competent craftsman, she vrote nothing that beers the
merk of high distinction, either in thought or style ... Yet she was vart-
ly talked about, and common repdrt makes her out to have been an extra-

1.
ordinary woman who creatively influenced those with whom she came in ccntacte"
In her criticism, in her social service work, end in her movement for-vomen's
rights, she represents the eunthusiasm and practicality of Trenscendentelism
which was so lacking in Very and kewconbs

largeret Fullert!s position as a literary critic is of perticular intercst

2e
because Emerson was her teccher in this field. She wos not as good a

1. Vernon Louis Parrington, Main Currents in American Thought, II, L26.

2+ George E. De liille, Literary Criticism in American, p. 128,
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critic as Emerson because she could not write, but, }ike Enerson, she.has been
"a literalizing force in American literary opinion.™ . Like “merson, she
judged from the inside, and her telief in her own power corresponded .. to Ler
"teacher's" belief in self-reliance. !er criticism of American lettors was
much like Emerson's in that she, too, objected to tho materialism and
initation in our litersture, and locks hopefully to the new ilest. e Unlilke
Euerson, however, she made it one of her chief ;urposes in life to spresd
continental litersture and continental culture throughout the United States
in an attenpt to counteract the barren condition of our own literature

and culture. Ler criticism, aided by her enthusiasm and her overvowering
personality, must have been effective. She not only succeeded in dis-
seminating European culture and literature, but Goddard speeks of her as

"one of the best equipped, most sympathetic and genuinely philosophical
critics produced in America prior to 1850.," > E.erson himself says, "She
was here, among our anxious citizens and frivolous fashionists, as if sent

to refine and polish her countrymen and annownce a better day,." °

Emerson and lLargcoret Fuller had a very interesting friendship. Because

of the great differences in their temperaments, their relations were rather
peculier. largaret was intense, enthusiastic; Ererson was cold, intellectual.
Theyms® in 1876, when ligrgaret was looking for an intellectual and spiritual
guide to show hor how a woman could cast off the fetters of comventionality
and make her ownllife rich and full, T Emerson vrote later, "lier extreme

plainness, - a trick of incessantly opening and shutting her eyelids,- the

nasal téne of her voice, = all repelled +... I remember that she nade me

3. Ibid (X) p. 10

lie Ven Viyek Brooks, The Flowering of Wew England, pp. 377 - 378.

53 Cembridgze History of Americen Literature, I, 3L3.

Ge licmoirs of largsret Fuller Cssoli, pe 311

73 Harry R. Warfel, "iarg ret Fuller and Ralnh .21do iersoi,PelleLesieg Ly 1955,De
N ) S el.eliasrag
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laugh more than I liked e.seo and I fouhd something profane in the hours of
8.
amusing gossip into which she drew me.," In his Journels for 1226 he makes

the following comment: "How rarely can a female mirnd be impersonal ....

Qe

liargaret F. by no means free with all her superiority.” Although Fmerson
could not give to lLargoret Fuller the intimate, warm friendship she desired,
nevertheless she admired him tremendously and jnd;ed everyone else by him. o
In 1837 she joined the Transcendental Club, and in 1339 she even considered
moving to Concord, At this time he wrote to her saying, "ione knows Ubtter
than I, more's the pity, the gloomy inhéspitality of the man; the want of
power to meet and unite with even those whom he ioves in his flinly way ee..
Can one be glad of an affection which he knows not how toreturn? I am e¢cee
Therefore, my friend,treat me always as a mute, not ungrateful though now
incommunicable," e largaret was a frequent visitor at the kEmerson horne
during these years, and she even gave him a few German lessons.lg. Fowever,
in spite of her friendly advances, she still could not get close to Zmerson
and her continued attempts disturbed IZmerson. Across ome of her letters he
even wrote,'".hat shocking familierity." > And in 13840, he writes the
following in his Jourmels: "I rode with I'argaret Fuller to the plains. She
taxed e, as often before, so now more explicitly, with inhospitality of
soul, She and C. would 5ladly be my friends, yot onr intercorse is not
friendship but literary gossip ee.. However,often we have .0t, we still meet

as sirangers. They feel wronged in such relation and do not wish to be

catechized end criticised. I thought of my experience with several persons

8o liemoirs of largaret Fuller Cssoli, p. 202,

Ge Journels, IV, Cl,
10Merfel, opecite.,ps 584e

11. Janes Elliot Cabor, A Memoir of LKalph Waldo Emerson, I, 277.

12, Journals, IV, 225,

13, Warfel, opecite,Po 582,
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which resembled this, and confessed that I would not converse with the
diwinest person more than one weecke... i.. insisted that it was no
friendship which was thus soon exhausted, and thut I ought to know how to be
silent end companionable at the same moment. She would surrrise me, - she
would have me say and do what surprised myself." e

In this year, 1840, largaret Fuller became editor of the Dial, and her
correspondence vith Emerson hecame mwch more frequent. Imerson was finally
forced to exzlain the difficulties of their reletionship in a letter to
her later that same yeur. He says, "I was content and hanpy to meet én a
human footings. a woman of sense and sentiment, with whom one could exchange
roagoneble words ee.. that is to me a solid goody it is the foundation of
everlasting friendship ee... But tell me thet I am cold or unkind, and, in my
most flowing state, I become a cake of ice 4+.. There is a difference in
our constitution. iie use a different rhetoric. It seems as if we had been
born and bred in different nations. You say you understand me wholly, You
cannot comr::unicaté yourself to me. I hear the words sometimes, but remain a
stranger to your state of mind." = the following passaze, written in 1841,
explains,to a great extent, the unfortunate manner in which Imerson and
Fuller rcacted on each other. hHe writes: "I would that I could, I mow afcr
off that I camot give the lights and shades, the hopes and the outlooks that
come to me in these stiange, cold-warm, attractive-repelling conversutions
vith Margaret, whom I always admire , most revere when I necarest see, and
sometimes love; yet whom I freeze and who freezes me to silence when we
seem 0 promise to come nearests" o Emerson admits their great differcnces

in temperament again in the chapters which he vrote for her memoir. He says,

"She lived et a rate so much faster than mine, and which was violent com-

——

U Journals, V, L51 - Lt2.
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pared with mine ese.es I had alvays an impression thut her enerzgy was t-o
mich a force of blood, and therefore never felt the secutity for her pecce
vhich belongs to more purely intellectual natures o.... lier strens;th was
not my strength." i Later he adds; "Our moods were very different; and
I remember, that, at the very moment vhen I, slew and cold, had come fully
to admire her genius, and wes congretulating myself on the soliéd good
understanding which existed between us, I was surprised with hearing it
taxed by her with superfinality and halfnesse She stigmatized our friendship
as corzercial,” e Fortunately, after 1842, her expectations greg more
moderate and she finally accepted friendship on his principles.! e

In spite of the differences in their temperaments and the clash of
their personalities, they admired each other tremendously. largaret Fuller
owed a great deal to Zrerson's influence, and I think thet she, in turn,
mst have had some effgct on hime lie spéeaks of her in one place as a
"Friendly influencee" o His influence on her is much more moticeable,
hcwevere. Her litercry criticism is almost a direot outgrowth of his because
she judges from within and bases her objections to American literature on
Emerson's grounds. of culturael dspendence and rmatoerielism. She admitted that
she owed her spiritual growth to Emerson. She said, "lis influence has been
more beneficial to me “han that of any American, and from him I first learned
what is meant by the inwerd life." “te At enother time she adds, "lLe stops

22e
me from doing anything and mekes me think," However, if Fmerson made her

17+ lueroirs of largaret Fuller Ossoli, ps 228,

'
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think, she seems to have had much the same effect on him. In a letter—
to his brother Villiam, written in 18%6, we re:d, "An accomplished lady
is staying with Lidian now, liiss ‘argaret Fuller., She is gnite an extre-
ordinary person for her .pprehensiveness, her acquisitions, and her power
of conversation, It is always a great refresiment to sec a very intelligent
persone It is like being set in a large »laces You stretch your limbs and
25

dilate to yowr utmost size."

imerson's criticisms of larguret Fuller's writings are rarticularly
interesting tecause he was her teacher in the field of criticism, because
of their peculiar versonal relations, and becavse of thelr associction
throungh the Dial. One of his longest corments on Lisdfuller appears in
his Journsls for 18,3 when he writes: "l.arzaret. A pure and purifying
mind, self purifying also, full of faith in men, and inspiring it.
Unable to find any companion great enough to receive the rich effusions
of her thonrght,so that her richos are still nnlmovm and seem unknowable ...
All netures seem poor beside one so rich, which pours a strecm of amber
overall ébjects, clean and uncleen, thet be in its path; und makes that
comely and vresentable which was meanin itself; Vie are taught by her plenty
how lifeless and outward we were, what poor Laplanders burrowing under the
snows of prudence and pedantry ee.s She has great sincerity, force, and
fluency as a writer,_yet her powers of specch throw her vriting into the
shade, i.hat method, whot exquisite judsment, as well as energy, in the
selection of her words; what character and wisdom they convey ee.. licantime,
all this pathos &f sentiment and riches of literuture, and of inventicn, and
this rerch of character threatening to arrive presently at the shores and

plinge into the sea of Buvddhism and mystic trances, consists with a boundless

2%e Cabot, op. cit.,p.274- 275.
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fun aend drollg;y, with light satire, and the most entertaining conversation
in Anerica," = A few days later he adds: "I read azein the verses of
Largaret(Fuller) with the new corv.entary of becutiful anscdotes she had
given freshly in my minde Of course the poems grew golden, the twiz blossomed )
in my hands; but a poem should not need Its relation to life to explain it." e
Emerson pays a fine tribute to largaret Fuller in his Journals for 1850,
after her tragic death by shipwreck. "Io the last her country proves inhospitable
to her; breve, eloquert, subtle, accomplished, devoted, constant souly if
Nature availed in America to ive birth to many such as she, freedom and honour
and letters and art too were sa’e in this liew Vorld e... Her heart, which few
knew, wos as great es her mind, which all Jmew ¢s.e I have lost her in my
audience ¢eee She poured a streoem of amber over the endless store of priveote
anecdotes, of bosom histories, which her wonderful persuasion drew out of =2ll
to here. Then I hecrd that a trunk of her correspondence had been found and
opened, I felt what a panic would strilte all her friends, for it wos as if
a clever reporter had jot underneath a confessional and a;reed Eo report all
thets transoired, there in a1l Street, Oh, yes, 'largaret and her Frtends?
rmst be vritten but not post-haste. It is an essential line of American

Cbe
history."

Emerson is referring to liss Fuller's letters to "Z,5." when he vrites,
"fhey are full of probity, talent and wit, full of friendship, ardent affections,
full of noble aspirations. They e re tainted with o female mysticism which to

me ap ears merely an effair cf constituticn ee.e In our noble llargaret her

personal feeling colors all her jud;ment of rersons, of books, of pictures,

2. Journals, VI, 303 = 30C.
25. Journals, VI, . 767

20, Journals, VIIZ, 115 - 119,






end of the laws of the world. This is easily felt in cormon vomen - but
when the speaker has such brilliant talent and literature as largaret,

she gives so many fine names to these merely sensuous end subjective
objects th:t the hearer is long imposed upon and so precise and glithering
nomenclature cannot be of mere musoaevvoliﬁantes, brt must be of some

e

real ornithology hitherto unknowvn to him.," There is also an interesting

=4

comuent on Fuller in a letter to Carlyle, written in 13L6: ".argaret ifuller's
work as critic of all new books, critic of the drama, of music, and gocd

aepts in iew York, has teen honorable to her, Still this employment is not
setisfacbory to me. She is full of all nobleness, and with the generosity
native to her mind and character appears to me an exotic in lew nglend, a
foreisner from some nore sultry and expansive climete., She is, I spppose, the
ecrliest lover of Goethe in this So;ntry, and nobody hLere !mows him so well,

Ier lcve too of whatever is good in French, and specially in Italian genius,

gives her the bLest title to travel. In chort, she is our citizen ofthe world
2B8e

by quite special diploma."

Kuch of Emerson's “est criticism of liarg-ret Fuller aprears in the
chapters he vrote for her lLeroirs. Ee suys, "Her sctire was only the
pastime and necessity of her talent, the play of superabundant animal

2%
spirits." A;dn he writes: "In the Dial, in July, 1iL1, she wrote
20
an article on Goethe, which is, on many accounts, her best paper."

On the whole, however, he did not have & very high opinion of Illlss ruller

as a writer, In the llenoirs he agein says, "In short, largeret often loses

— - - - —

27+ Journals, VIII, U2 - 13,

28+ Correspondence of Cerlyle and Znerson, II, 115 - 116,

29. lemoirs of largeret [Fuller Cssoli, p. 203.
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herself in sentimentelisne.se. here was a head so crceative of new colors, of
vonderful gleams, = so irridescent that it piqued curiosity, and stimulated
thoughkt, and commnic:ted mental activity, but she was too induljent to

31, 32.
the meteors of her fancy." Le adds, "ler pen vms a non-conductor,"
and "In book or journal she found a very imperfect expression of herself,"
In another place he writes: "In her writing she wos proane to spin her
csentences without a sure guidence, and beyond the sympathy:of her reade:rs.”
Umerson also criticized lliss Fuller for her interpretation of Neturs, be=-
cause it wes too shallow, To .i.erson, Liature wms a means of commwmication
viith the Over-Soui; to fuller Hature was beautiful but it had no deeper
shirituel significcnces Zmerson says, "iargeret's love of beauty made her,
of courss, & votary of nature, but rather for pleasurable excitcment than
vith a desp poetic fesling. largsret made many voin attempts to describe
1andséape, and, to & lover of nature, who knows thet every doy has new and

inimitable lights and shades, one of these deserintions is as wvapid as the

raptures of a citizen arrived at his first meadow. Of course, he is charmed,
' 55
but, of course, he cannot tell what he sees of what pleases him."

As a final estimate of larg-ret Fuller's position in the field of
American letters, Dmersont's best judgment occurs in one of his latest
Fournalse. He vrites: "low, unhappily, largsrett!s writing, does not justify

560

2y such research. All that can be said is %that she ropresents an interest-

ing hour and groun of Americsn cultiwvntion; then that she hersclf was a fine,

21, Ibid,, . 280,

324 Ibid,, e 2L
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36, TMmerson is here referring to some resesrch wvork off iiiss Fuller which

liss Joseochine eabody, Elizabeth reabody's sister, w:s then doing.






generous, inspiring, vinous, eloquent, talker, who did not outlive her

.

influence; and a kind of justice reqrires of us a monument, bewause-
e
crowds of vulgcr people taunt her with vant of position.” with this
%8
estimate we leave Iner,son's "Cassandra."

Emersn and Fuller had the same shandards of criticism, but liss Fuller
could not write, as Imerson knew and admitted, He objected to har mystical
tendsncies, and, =s with Goethe, to her love of culturdfof its ovm sake.
Also, Xiss Fuller waes conceorned with the evils of society, while Imerson was
interested in the goodness of the individuals,’ic also dbjocted to her spirit-

ual percsption of Nature. liargzret Fuller wns too sentimentel, too emotional,

and too intense for Enerson, in her temperament as well as in her vritings.

370 Jonrnia_l_s_, VI,TI, 250.

38, Jourmals, IX, <201,



WILLIZY. ELLERY CHANNING ( the youngor )

illiam Bllery Channing, the yonnger, vas & nephew of Dierson's
earliest idol, Dr, Channing. Ii¢ is usually relerred to merely as Ellery
Channing tb distinguish him from his famous uncles Ellery Channing was a poet,
brilliant but incalculable, lie left Imrwvard because it bered him and setiled
down in Concord so that he could vrite his poetry and be necr Emerson,
Althovgh he vrote and had published some half dozon volumes of poetry in
his lifetime, he was almost un!mowvm as'a poet in his owm day, and he

certecinly is an obscurc figure todaye. Poe, in "Graham's lagezine, attacked

Chenningts first verse so devastatingly that it vas no wonder Channing was
unable to achieve any reputation afterwards. luch to the disgust of Emerson
and Thoreau, he carried his Transcendentalism so for into his poetry that
aftor he had been inppired to write something he would not chanse a line

of it. Desides his poetry, he vrotm prose for the Dial, le also wrote a

Life of Thoreau and edited some of Thoreau's posthumous works. Le was

really a closer friend of Thoreau thun te wos of zZmerson, but he w=s the

only person besides Thoreau whom Imerson enjoyed walldng with. In his essay,

"Concord i 1%s," in the volume liatural Fistory of *he Intellect, Emerson,

speaking of the wolne of a good and slzillful compenion on his walks, refers

to Channing when he says, "If one is so hapry as to find the corpany of a

true artist, he is a erpetuel holiday and benefactor, and ouzht only to be

used lixe an oriflamme or a garland, for feasts and Lay-days, end parliaments
1.

of wit and love." But besides wvaluing Ellery Charning as a wuallding com-

panion, Emerson had & remarkably hizh opinion of at least some of Channing's

poetry.

1. Viorks, XII, 1763 Journals, VIII, 130 - 131,
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Emerson's first criticism of Channing wus writsen in 12,0. Fe sayrs,
"Chenning's poetry end ----------'s have a certain merit vhich unfits
them for print. They are proper manuscript inspircations, honest, grect,
but crude. They have never beem filed or defiled for the eye that sthndies
surface see <this is the right poetry of hope, no French correctness, but

2e

Ians Saciks and Chaucer rather," A yezr later Imerson adds, "But Ellery,
though he has fine glances and a poetry that is lile an exquisite nerve
corrmuniocating by thrills, yet is a very imperfect artist, and, as it now
seams, will never finish anythinge. He does not even like to distinguish
between whet is good and what is not, in his verses, would fain rave it
all pass for good, lor the best, and claim inppiration for the worst

3
lines."

Emerson's longest criticism of Channing aprears in 1843, "Ellery's
verses should be called poetry for poets, they touch the fine pulses of

thought and will be the cause of more poetry and of verses more finished

and better turned than themselves; but I cannot blame the liorth American

end Knickerbocker, if they should not suspect his genius e... and vhen

Bllery's musé finds an aim, whether some passion or some fast fcith, any
kind of thing on which all these wild and sois.etimes brilliant beads can

be strung, we shall have a poets Now he fantasies merely, as dilettenti in
misic. fe breaks faith continually with the intellect. The sonnet has :rerits,
fine lines, gleams of deep thought, well worth sounding, worth studyiné, if
only I could confide that he had any steady meaning before him, that he kept

faith with himself; but I fear that he changed his purpose with every verse,

2e Jourmls. V, 14-170

3e Journals, VI, Lb.
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was led up and down, $no this and that, with the exizencies of the rhyme, and
only wented to vrite and rhyme somewhat, cardless how or what, &nd stopped
when he came to the end of the peper.” o

And agein he says, "I hate this sudden crystallization in my poetis.
A pleasing poem, but here is a rude exyressioh, a feevle line, a vrong
worde 'I an sorry! returns the poet, 'but it stands so writtene'" .

Scveral yeurs later, in 1847, we find Tuierson remarking thut "Ellery
Channing has vritten a livoly bo~k on Rome +.ee e has the reputution of
being a man of _enius and this is some guarantee of it; he has arpproached
sometimes the lizhtness and unjency of his talk, but not often.” o A
little earlier in this journal he writes, "A mood suffices Tllery Chanuing
for a poem. 'There, I have skelched more or less in that color and style,

You have a sample of it. Vha't more would you get, if I shonld work on for=-
ever?' Ils has no propositicn to support or aflirm. He scorns it. He has,
first of all Lmericans, a natural flow, and can say what he will, I say to
him, 'If I could write as well as you, I wonld vrite a great deal better.!'" "

Tight years later, in 1355, we find Imerson comuenting a ain that
"Ellery Channing's poetry hes the nmerit of being genuine, and not the metrical
comsnplaces of the magazine, but it is painfully incompletse. le has not kept

faith vith the reader; 'tis shamefully indolent and slovenly. lle should have

lain avake all nijht to find the right rhyme for a verse, and he has availed

himself of the first one that came; so that it is all a babyish incompletenesss”

lia Journals, VI, 357 = 358.
5. Journals, VI, 2L3.
6. Jonrnals, VII, 303.
7. Journals, VII, 270,

8, Journals, VIIT, 5l1,
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Emerson also says that, "He has a more poetic temperament thén any other
in America, but the artistic executive power of completing a design, he
has note. His poetry is like the artless warbling of a vireo e... He must
have instruction also," >

Chamning's poetry is indigenous to New England end I think Imerson
li%ed it for this reason. Le vrites, "Chamning, who vrites a poem for our
fields, begins to bzlp us. That is construction eee." 10 And agahin, he
says,"And Ellery makes a hazy, indefinite im ression, as of miscellansous
musice, without any theme or tune. Still, it is an autumnal air and like the
smell of the herb, 'life Everlasting!' and syngenecious flowers, !'Necr Home!
is a poem which would delight the heart of Vordwworth, though genuinely
original, and with a sympathy of’plan that ellows thg%riter to leave out
all prose, 'Tis a series of sketches of natural objects, such as abound in
liew England, enwreathed by the thonghts they sgggest to a contemplative
pilsrime™ e .

Emerson's last criticism of Ellery Channing in his Journals does not
aprear until 1871, when he writes, "Channing's poetry does not regard the
reader. It is written to himself; it is his strict experience, the record of his
moods, of his fancies, of his observstions and studies, and will interest good
readers as such ¢ees He will vwrite as he has ever written, whether he has
readers or not. But his poems have to me and to others an exceptional value

for this reason. ‘ie have not been considered in their composition, but either

defied or forgotten, and therefore read them securely, as original pictures

9. Journals, IX, 5l
10e. Journa}_g, IX, 18}40

ll.Journal_s_, IX, 180 - 181.



which add something to our knowledze, and with a fair chance to be surprised
and rofreshed by a novel experience," e

Emerson's oriticisms of Ellery Channing as they appear in the Jourmals
tend to be adverse, r:ther than fevorable, Even when Imerson is praising
Channing's poetry in the Journals, he alvays mentions Channing's limitrtions
and defects. His attitude as it appears in his reviews of Channing for the
Dial is quite different, however. In the Dial papers there is mno censure
bwﬁ only uﬁreserved praises. This is interesting becausc one would be in-
clined to accept the Jrurnals as the more accﬁrate expression of Irerson's
true opinion, However, the inconsistentey is not as great a§_it viould
apbear, because the Dial papers were written between 1840 end .18h3 and
efén his comments in his dournals are rather favorable thene In the years
after thet *merson seems to have acquired a better and more critical per=
spective on Channing's poetrye. His rcviews of Channing as they appeared in
the Dial are interesting, however, not only for themselves but for the
¢limpse they give us of thet paper,

In his review entitled,"liew Poetry" Imerson is speaking of Channing's
verses when he says,"Our first feeling on reading them was «lively joy.
So then the liuse is neither dead nor dumb, but has found a voice in these
cold Cisatlantic States, Here is poetry which asks no aid of magnitude or
number, of blood or crime, but finds theatre enough in the first field or
brookside, breadth and depth emnough in the flow of its own thought. Here
is self-repose, which to our mind is stebler than the Pyramidsy here is
sglf=-respect which leads a man to date from his heart more proudly than

from Rome. Here is love which sees through surface, and adores the gentle

12, Journals, X, 261 - 362,

159,
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nature and not the costume. Here is religion, witich is not of the Church
of England, nor of the Chubch of Bostone. Liere is the good wise heart,
which sees that the end of ecmlture is strength and cheerfulness. In an
aze too which tends with so strong an irnclination to the philosophical
*%
muse, here is poetry more purely intellectual than any Americwn verses
we have yet seeh, distinguished from 2ll competition by two nerits; the
13.
fineness of perception; and the poet's trust in his ovm gonius ee.."

Emerson follows this landotory corr.ent with scveral examples of
Channing's poe*ry end he concludes the review by exclaining,"iay the right
hand thet has so writien ncver lecse its cunningd iey this voice of love and
harrmony teach its songs to the too long silent echoes of the iestern Forest," Hie

In a later review (18:3) Emerson continues in much the same vein
although vith less deteil., Ee soys, ™ie have already expressed our faith
in Lre. Channing's genius, w'ich in some of the finest and rarest traits
of the post is without a rival in this counbry. This little volume hes
elready becowc & sign of a grewt hope and encoursjement to the lovers of
the nuse. The refinement end sincerity of his mind. not less than the origine-
ality cnd delicacy of the diction ars not .crits to be sudcenly apprehend:.d,
but are sure to find e cordial eppreciation. Ve would willingly invite any
lover of poetry to read "The Earth-Spirit}y "Revorcnce," "The Lover's Scng,"

18,

"Decth,™ nnd "The Poet's liope."

13, Nature, Addresses, Diel Papers, orks, kational Librcry Edition, IV,
512 - 513,
Ui, Ibid,y pe 52,

15. Ibid,,pe 551
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Emerson's qpinion of Ellery Charning apspears again in his correspond-
16,
ence. In a letter to John Sterling rmerson writes, "I love Lllery
so much es to have persuaded myself that he is a true poet, if theseo lines
17.
should not show it. Read them with as much love in advence as yon cans"
A very similer passaze occurs in a lebter to Corlyle in 1243 vhen Emerson
mentions Channing's poems and says, "ee..lhereof give me, I pray you, the
best opinion you cene I am determined he shall be a pcet, and you must
18,

find hin such."

In a few instanccs, Ime.scn's opinion of Lllery Channing as a poet
seems to be inf'luenced by his fondness for Channing as a person. On the
vrole, hawever, he reclized thet he could never make a poes of Cllanmning,
end he wus perfectly cognizant of his wealmesses. Enerson believed in
writing from intuition as Channing vrote, but he also believed thut vhat
was vribtten by inspiration could be rovised carefully aftervards. Ellery
Chenning, like Jones Very, carried his belief in intuition. Tc an e xtreme
vhich Enerson could not eccept. But he did ppprove of Channing for his

artistts apprccistion of leture and because he saw in some of Channing's

versss the beginning of an indigenous American literature,

16, Eserson and Sterling never met but both men were influenced by
Vordsworth,Colerdige, and especially by Carlyle. Corlyle brought them
them into contect with one another by letvier and they corresponded

rather frequently until Sterling's premature denth,

17« Corresnondence of Ixerson end Sterling, pe 77.

13, Correspondence of Cerlyle and Emerson, II, pe 5%
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XxI.

EERSCN 'S CRITICISL. OF TIORELU.

Ererson's criticism of Thorecu is importont because Thoreau is one
of the few writers of Imersocn's day whose reputation has been inereasing
rather than declining and. becausc Ire:son was one of the first crities
to arpreciote Thoreau's _eniuse. I Tmerson inflvenced Thoream, he w=s in
turn influended by Thorcau, and for this reasson tlie relationship be’wecn
the tvwo men btecomes most significaent. Lme-son heard of Thoreau while the
latter was still at Iarvurd, and he wrote to President Quiney recommending
him for a scholarship. they met in 1837, after Thoreau's graduation.
Thorecu was twenty, Emerson wos thirty-foure They became friends immediately
and this friendship lasted until Thore,u's untimely derth in 18c2. Thoreau
came back to his family in Concord eftcr he left Iarverd, and his friendship
with Imerson rigened rapidlye The only two people whom Emerson enjoyed wulke
ing with were Thoreaun and Lllery Channing; kmerson and Channing were the
only two whom Th reau enjoyeds These vmalks were important in the develop-
ment of their friendship and in the exchange of their ideas, Thcir influvence
on each other was mutual = Ymerson owed as much to Thcreau idFOSpect to the
raterial world as Thorcau owed to him inresnect to the world of spirit, "
Thereau added a scientifiic, fuctual foundation to wmeison's poetic flights
of imag;ination about nature. However, it was really imerson's philosophy
of :ature which Thoreau adopted and then carried to a point to which ¥merson

Ce
could not goe Thoreau carried Emerson's doctrine of self-reliance and

1. Norman Foerster, llature in American Literature, pe 37.

2. Ibid’.p. LLlo
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individualism to its logical extreme., Although Thoreau taught rmerson how

to really a:precicte liature, how to really see and hear vnd descri.e end inter»ret
her manifestations, nevertheless the two men did not accept Lature in the same
vay. Thoreau sought Truth in ilature; Emerson accepted liature as a symbol of

the Truth vhich lay beyond Nature. EFoth men were probably influenced by each
other's beliefs, and in spite of the difference in their temperaments as woll
as in their beliefs their friendship continued to prosper. In 1.1 Emerson
esked Thoreau to come end live with him so thut he coulé learn the art of
manuel labor from Thoreaue To his brother iiilliam, Emeirson vrote the following:
"He is to have his board for what labor he chooses to do, and he is thus far a
great benefactor and physician to me, for he is an indefatigable and a very
8alilful laborer, and I work with him as I should not without him, and expect

to be suddenly well and strong. Thoreau is a scholar and a poet, and as full

of buds of promise as a young npple-trec.” e Thoreau lived at the Emeisons
from 18,1 to 1843, and he vms grewtly loved by the whole family. In 1843
Thoreau end Lmerson were drawn even more closely together by the Dial.

Thoreau had joined the Transcendental Club rather late, but he does unguestion-
ably represent one asnect of tronscendoentalisme His transcendentalism mani-
fests itself " as a spiritualized fecling for nature, a fine dissolvent of
convention, a pervasive and conta_ ious influence tovard naturel and simple

living." Thoreeu aided Ierson in editing the Dial, and he exerted

a salutary effect on the mngazine both in his own contributions and in the

5e

vatchful eye he kept on the contributions of others,. Thoreceu, like

Emerson, was a pioneer of American Oriental studies, and togcther they made

3e James Elliot Cabot, A lemoir 8f Rel-h ticldo Emerson, II, Li7e

Ly Cawbridse Iistory of American Literuture, I, 3L5.

5e Van Vyck Brooks, The Flowering of lew ngland, pe 291.
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selections fromvche great bibles of the world for the Dial. This was really

the first attempt ‘n American to enconrage eppreciation for these et hinical
6.
seriptures, During this year, 1E3l, Huerson and Thoresu carried on a

dopinus correspondence. uch of it concems the Dial, but much of it also

Te

serves to reveal the warm, human wvalues underlying their friendship,

In 1845 Thoreau took up his abode at Vialden, bub in 18,7, while Euerson
wes in Imglend, he again took up his abode @&s paterfamilias at the Emersonse.
During this period their correspondence again flourished, althongh after
Emerson's return home their frien’ship grew colder. They sew less of each
other because when they vrere to;~ther they argued alimost incessantly.
Thoreau felt that Emerson patronized him, that Emerson belonged to the

Ce
apper classes, Liowever, Thoresu never rcally lcst his great respect and
admiration for Emerson, while many of Xmerson's most appreciative comments
on Thoreau were written during this period. IEmerson also wirote a fine tribute
to Thorecu efter the lattert's premature deeth in 1862, and, with Chenning,
puﬁlished Thoreau's posthumous books and collected his letterso Emerson's
criticism of Thoreau is of the utmost importance for two reasoné. The
intimg e personal relutionship of the two men and Emerson's early recognition
of Thoresu's genius both give his criticism real significance, owever, if
Frerson saw a value in Thoresu which most of his contcemporaries failed to ses,
he was elso perfectly aware of his defects &t the same time. Emerson's

estimate of Thoreau, made almost a century ago, coincides to a remarkable

extent with the opinion of most of our presemt-day -critiecse

6e George 1illis Cooke, Ralph i.aldo Emerson, pe 85.

7. F. B. Sanborn, "The Emerson = Thoreau Correspondence,” Atlentic ionthly
L XIX (lay, 1892), pe 577«

8. Brooks, op. cite, p. 290,
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Thoreau's name appears as frequently as any other in Emerson's
Journals, for Emerson not only comments on Thoreau bt quotes his sentiments
with deep approvel, Enersont's first comment on Thoresu appears in his
Journals for 1833, when he writes: "I delight much in my young friend who

L4
seams to have as free and erect a mind as eary I have ever met." A year

later, in 1879, Eme:son says, "Last night, came to me & beautiful poem from
Fenry Thpreau, 'Sympathy.! The purest sirain, end the loftiest, I think,
thet hes yet p:aled from this unpoetic American forest." o This same yeaf
he writes to Carlyle, saying, "I have a young poet in this village named
Thoreau, who writes the truest verses.” H And a little later he compares
the poetry of Thpreau and Ellefy Channing fevorably with Landor, Beaumont
and Fletcher, and Aug-stine. e Eierson is beginning to become a little
more critical of Thoreau, however, with the passing of the years. In 1841,
after Thorecu had come to live with him, Emerson writes: "I am femiliar
with all his thoughts = they are my own quite originally dressed. But if
the question be, what new idcas has he thrown into circulation, he has not
yet told thut which he was created to saye" e A year later we read, "Last
night Henry Thorecen recd me veises which plessed, if not by beauty of particular
lines, yet by the honest truth, and by the length of flight aﬁd strength of
wing; for most of our poets are only writers of lincs or of epigrams. These
of Eenry's at least have rude étrength, and w3 do not come to the bg@tom

of the minees Their fanlt is, that the gold does not yet flow pure, but is

droscy and crude esee.e Put it is a preat plezsure to have poeiry of the second

9. Jourrals, I:I, 395,
104Journals, V, 2.1,

11,The Correspondence of Corlyle and Emerson, I, 26,

13. Journals, VI, 7h.
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degree elso,and mass here, as in other instunces, is some cormensation for
superior quality, for I find myself stimulated and rejoiced like one who should

see a cargo of sea=shells e¢es. though there should be no pearl-oyster nor onsz

L'.:..
shell of prect rarity end velue among theme" Eierson ialued Thoreau for
15,
his "simplicity end clear perception," but at the same time he and

Thoreau used to arzue frequently. le acouses Thoreau of the "fault of un-

limited contrediction," and says that a paper of Thcreau's males him "nervous
16,
and wretched to read it, with all its merits." And agan he says, "henry
17 )

will never be a writer; he is active as a shocmaker." This seme yezr,
in a letter to Carlyle, he vrites, "lenry Thpreau = & poct vwho:. you ray one

18.
day be proud of; & noble manly youth, full of melodies, and inventions."
One of Eme 'son's most interesting criticisms of Thoreau appears in a letter
to Thoreeu himself, written in 1343 while imerson, with Thoreau's assistance,
wes editing the Dial. Speaking of Thoreau's poem Miinter Vialk" he writes:
"] mern to send the .inter's %ialk to the printer tomorrow for the Dial, I had
somc hesitation about it, notwithstanding its faithful obsetrwtion and its fine
sketches of the pickerel-fisher and of the woodchopper, on i gcount of mannerism,
an old charge of mine,- as if, byattention, one could get the tricks of rhet-
oric; for examnle, tn cnll a cold nlace suliry, & solitude public, a wilderness
domestic (a f:vorite word), and in the wocds to insvlt ovor cities, whilst the

12,
woods, egain, are dignified by comparing them to cities and armies."

Frerson's next comsent on Thoreau appears three years latcr, in 1846, in a

lye Journels, VI, 30L - 305.

15, Journals, IV, 397.
16, Jourrels, VI, L0 - L1,
17. Journals, VI, LO3.

18. The Correspondence of Carlyle and ierson, I, 335.

19.s Be Sanbornm, '"the Emerson-Thoreau Correspcndence,"Atlantic i.onkhl--.

1.v7Y (1av.1802). 8. 503,
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letter to a friend. Fe says, "In a short time, if Viley and rutnam srile,

you shall have lLienry Thoreau's Excursion on the Concord and lerrimack Rivers,

a seven days'! voyage in as many chapters, pastoral as Isaac alton, spicy es
flag-root, broad and decp as iienu. he rcad me some of it under an oal: on the
rbver-bank the other aftcrnoon, end invigorated me," =0 Tv:o years later, in
13,86, we read, "lLenry Thoreau is like the wood-god who solicits the wandering
poet and drews him into antres wvast and desarts idle, and berecves him of Eis
merzory, and lecves him naked, plaiting vines and with tvigs in his hand." =t
4 few menths afterwards he vrites: "Nothing so merks a man &s bold imaginative
expressions; Henry Thoreau promises to malte as good santences of that kind as
anybody." = Fis next comnent is less favorable, however, for he adds,
"Thoreau vants a little ambition in his mixture. Fault of this, instead of
being the head of American engineers, he is captain of huckleberry narty." e
But Fmerson must have knovm that Thoreau preferred the huckleberry party to
the enginesrs. Emerson adﬁitted mere than once the mental likeness between
himsclf and Thoreaue In 1352 he says: "Thoreau gives me, in flesh and blood
and pertinacious Soxon belief, my own ethics. He is far more real, and daily
practically oteying tﬁem, then I3 and fortifies my memory at all times with
-
an affirmative experience wvhich refuses to be set aside.” e Iiis next

comnent on Thoreau apnears in 125, after the publicition of ialden. le

writes to a friend that "All American kind are dclighted with .ialden, as

fer as they have dared say., The little pond sinks in these very dcys as

20. C&bot. OE.ci'b., p. 2'31;.
2ls Journmals, VII, LOG.
22, Journals, VIII, 173.

23 Journals, VIII, 228,

2'te Journels, VIiI, 303.

17
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tremlous as its human frame. I do not kmovr if the book has come to you yet,

but it is cheerful, sparkling, recdable, with all kinds of merits, and rising

sometimes to very grect Heights. We account Fenry the undonbted king cf all
2e

American lions."

Fowever, at this time Bmerson's conversctions with Thorezu begin to
become less frcquent,probebly because of the crguments they had while they
were togethere, I'rom 1C56 until 1359 Ere:son's remarks on Thoresu are almost
entirely criticisms of Thoreau's arjumentative nzture. He says, "If I Imew
only Thoreau, I should think cooperution of good men iipossible e.ee
Centrality@e has, sitrong understending, and the higher gifts, - the insight
of the real, or from the real, and the moral rectitude that bel-nzs to it;
bt all this and all his resources of wit and invention are lost o me, in
every experiment, year cfter jyeur, that I make, to hold intercowrse with
his mind, Alwsys scme weoary captious paradox to fight you with, and the time

26e
and temper wastede" In the last few years of Thorean's life, Xnerson
became less hostile again. In 1362 he vrites: "A man must have his roct
in Yeture, drow his power d%rectly from it, as a furmer, a miller +¢.. Or

e
s

Thoreau, or Asassiz doesl." 4 ain he says, "lenry avoids comuonplace,

and talks birch bark to all comers, reduces them all to thc same significence."

Shortly after Thoreau's deoth Emerson vrites: "If there is a little strut in
the siyle of Henry, it is only from a vigour in excess of the size of his
29 -

body. I see many generals without a command, besides Lenry." Ererson

vas one of the first men to avpreciats Thoreau's Jovrnals, which remained

25+ Cchob, opecite, Pe 20l
204 iOllrn&lS’ IX’ 15 - 16,
27. Journals, X, LOC.

28. Journals, IZX, 117.

29. Jourrals, IX, L77.

Q
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unprtlished for so many years, but which todey form a grest —art of the
fonndetion on which Thoroguts repubation restse. -werson is spesking of his
memory of Thorecu vhen he says, "lenry Thoreau remeins ereci, cilm, self-
ubsistent, beforc me, end I reed him most truly in his Joirral, but he is
504
nct long ouvt of mind when I wall, and, as today, row upon the pond."
Iirerson must have realized he oved much of his ovm apireci:tion of iiature
to Thoreau, but I cdo not thin': he realized the significance of his forecast
abo~t Thoresus: "If we shonld ever print Hemry's Jorrnals, you may look for e
plentiful crop of naturalists. Young men of sensibility must fall an easy
51
frey tc the charming of Pan's pipes," And in 1C53 Inierson vrites:
“In reading Ienry Thoreau's journel, I am very censible of the vigour of
his constitution. Thet ooken strength which I noted vheneve:r he vmllzed or
vorked eese 'enry shows i1 his literecry tosl, I'e has muscle, and venbtures
on and nerforms feats whiclk I am forced %o decline. In reading him, I find
the same thought, the same spirit that is in me, but he tekes a step teyond,
and illustrates by excellent imajzes that which I shounld have conveyed in a
sle-py ;enerclity. 'Tis as if I went into a gymnasium and saw youths lecp,

climb, and swing with a force unanproacheble, thogi their fects are Hnly

2D
. Dle
continzelions of my initial grepplings and jumps." The last tyvo re=-

ferences to Thoreau in merson's Journala occur in 1370 and 1871 -then he

33.

sseaks of .Thoreau's "e firmative genius,' and when he refers to “horex

as Ltelonging tc tho class of drastic men, the class of men vho can do
Jie

thingse

%20 Journals, IZ, L25,

31e Jourmals, IX, 1,30,

32+ Jourmnals, IX, H22.

— e - > —

3%, Journals, ¥, 312,

—

3l4e Journols, X, 3Ll
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ot oanly does Exnerson mention Thoreau very frequently in his Journals,

but Crarles Vocdbury, in his T 1lis with R.1oh Vildo rson, says thet
- 3D
mmerson Salked mos%t often (and most tenderly) of Thoreaus Of Thoreou

Tnerson said, "Iis character reminds me of liassillon. OUne could jeoparad

anything on him. A lixmpid man, a realist with caustic eres that looled

through all words and shows and becring with terrible percoitions. He was

a sresbter Stoio than Zseno or Scoevola or Zenophanes - ;reanter, because ncthing

&
of imvurity clvng to him, & man whose core and vwlose breath vms conscience ees.
His fault wos that he brought nothing near to his heart, he 'ept all in-

2
300
fluencos towerd his extromities,” A%t anotheftime Emerson said,"His style

1]

has he

q

cn sometimes coriticized as opague, but thet is a quality frequently-
found in the readvr. It wes a style thot rcfused compromise as did the manes-.
It is vetter 4o translate him then Epicletus or l'arcus Antonius, Ile looked
immrd, inverd st the soul of things. Conscientious, eainest, he tulked in
plain words to the superstitious, and com:ended his publishers not %o change
a line, Thus his pa;es seem profane and sometimes blasphemouse. [e did not
hesitate at shocliing any weother worn creed of telief, His pootry is of a

new order ese. 1.6 wWos penetrcted with the elder classical influence; he
breathed the antique. Tet it was impossible for him to copy worids or enythinge...
Thoreau has an alinys iacreasing numier of readers, and the seclectest class ol

any Americon in all Christendoms The l.eck on the Concord River is his noblest

P }
worlz, perveded with delightful idease"

Thorean is also one of the few wmritors vhom Emerson mentions in his
essayss In "Greatness" he is speaking of Throreau vhen ke says, "You say of

somo new nerson, that men will go far - for you see in his manrers thet the

—— ——— e - — — ——

35 Charles J. ..codbury, Talks with Rulh Valdo EZmercon, pe 76

- — o e

30. Ibi@-’_, Pe 790

3T« Ibid,qppe 83 = 90.
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reccgnition of him by others is not necessary to him," Trerson's longcsh

end most complete single criticism of Thereau is in his essay "Thoreau" in

Loctures and Biographicel Sletches. Thoreanw was an iadividrenlist and an

iooncelast from his earliest years, and Emer-son calls him. "thse bachelor
20
e

of thought and Nature," A few rages luber Tmerson sarrs, "lLo truer

American existed than Thereszu. Eis prefoerence of his country and condition

was jenuine, and his aversation from English and European monners and tastes
LCe
almost reached contempt." Trerson continues, "He had « strong common

gense eo.. 16 had always g new resource ses.. lic lived for the day, not
L1,
cugbered and mortified by his merorys. Ierson attridutes Thorecau's

genius to more than his comon sense, however. e says, "I must add the
cardinel fact, thot there wis an excellent vwisdom in him, proper to a rare
class of men, vhich showed him the material world as a smieans and symbol,.

4

his discovery, wiich sometines yields to poets a certuin casual and in-
L2,

terrurted light, was in him on unsleeping insight." Emerson realized

=3

ot

hat Thoresu wvas truly one of thc¢ first real Americen men of letters, for

(154

he suys: "Ires Thoreau dedicated his genius with such entire love to the

fields, hills and woters of his native towvm thet he made them kmovm and
L5
\

intecresting to all reading Americuns, and to peonle over the sea."

0f Thoresu as a poet Emerson writes: "Iis poetry wuight be bad or gocd; he

1,

no doubt wanted & lyric qurality and technical skill, but he had the sorce of

poetry in his spiritual perception .... His own verses arc often rude an

defective, Tho gold does not yet run pure, is drossy and crude. The thyme

%8s Society and Solitude, :orls, VIII, 303.

39, Viorks, X, 45lie
Lo Torts, %, 1159
L1, Vorks, X, LO2.
L2. “orks, X, L.
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and marjoram are not yet honey. But if he want lyric fineness and technicel
merits, if he have not the poetic temperoment, ke never laclis the casnal
thought, showing that his genius wos better than his tulent .... his poem
entitled "'Sympathy¥ reveals the tenderness under that trinle stecl of

stoicisn, and the intellectual subtility it could cnimete. His classie
. [}

Ll

poem 'Smoke! suy;ests Simonides, but is betier than any poem of Simonides.™

In concluding this essay on Thoreau, liierson scys: "rhe country ¥mows not
yvet, or in the least part, how great a son it has losts It scems an injury
thet he should leave in the midst his brolken task which nonz else can finish,
akind of indignity to so noble a soul that he shculd depart out of liature
before yet he res been really shovm to his peers for what he is ¢... Vherever
“here is lmowledge, wherever there is virtue, wherever tlhere is beauty, he
Ude
will ind a home.,"
Emerson's last reference o Thoreau wos rade in 1873 in his address
at the opening of the Concord public library. Eis criticism of Thoreau ends,
appropriately enough, on an optinistic and prophetic note. Fe says, "lenry
Thoresau we all rcmember as a man cf _enius, and of merked chargcter, knéwn
to our farmers as the most skillful of surveyors, and indeed betier acgquainted
with their fcrests and meadows and trees then themselves, but more videly
known as the writer of some of the best books wbich hove been written in
this corniry, and vhich, I am persuaded, have not yet guthered half their
JITCH h
feme eees"

Emerson's prophecies abot Thorecau's future reputation have proved

remarkably accurate, Thoreau has really beczun to come into his ovm only since

Llie vorizs, X, L7L - L76.
L5, Viorks, X, L8l - L85,

3

L6, iliscellanies:, i.orks, I, 500






the publicntion of his complete Journal in 1006, Before that timo Thoreau
vas oftem churged with imitation of Lmorson, and he w.s frequently jrdged
as a lesser Emerson. The two men did have much in common, and, to an extent,
they did influence esch oti.er, but both remained decided individualistse.
Emerson liked Thoreau for his adherence to Truth, and to the moral
sentiment. Ee approved of Thoreau becuause Thcreau, like himself, had
spiritual insight and saw the material world as a symbol. Their results
were differcut, however, for Thoreau remained interested in the facts of
Nature for their own scke as well as for tkegr t mnscendental connotgtion.
Enerson's love of Hature grew deeper through his association with Thorecou,
but he could n.ver apnroach Hatvurs from the purely scientific point of view
as Thoreau corld. Therc wis also a diffuirence in the temperaments of the
two men. bmerson vas genial aﬁd kindly whilc Thoreau ves sharp and bitter.
B.erson 4id not like society, ﬁut he tolercted it at least. Thoreau's
aversion to society was so strong that it often manifested itself in shecer
rudeness. This was Fmerson's individualism and self-reliance carried to an
extreme that Emerson himself could not quite aoceét. larever, in spite of
their differences, the tvwo men were friends throuighout Thoreau's lifetime,
and there is no donbt that ezch profited by the otherg Emerson's criticisms
of Thoreau as a vriter show his keen judsizent, and are especially interest-
ing in the liglt of Thore:u's present positibn in Lmerican letters. Ile
approved of Thoreau's use of American materials, and he enjoyed a feﬁ'of
Thorcau's poems, but, on the whole, he realized th&t the bLest of Thorean's
‘writing, the best of his thoughts and ideas, the best of the man himself,

lay in his unpablished jonrnalse
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arI.
E.ERSON'5 CRITICISW (F TiE LBV ENGLAJD VWRITERS OUISIDE OF
TIE L AuSCELDENTAL GROUP,

The new England Renaissance of the mid-nineteenth century wms not

a uaified movement, at leust not wvntil the foruation of the Saiturday
1,
Club in 1lL55. As RobertMorss Lovett says, "If the centzr of Averica's
literary soler system in the first helf of the ninetsenth century vms
lassachusetts Bay, it vrs a binary star, with one nucleus at Caumbridge
Ce

end erother at Concord." Since the Concord group was composed of
Trenscendentalists, Concord became almost & synonym for the transcendental
movement., The "Sage of Concord" was the leader of ilew Zngland Trans-
cendentalismy his neighbors were Bronson Alcott and Henry Thoreau and
Ellery Chenning, while the lesser lights of Transcendentalism such as
Fuller, Very, and iewcomb were frequent visitors at Luerson's. The
otier half of literary MMoew England maede upy the Boston and Cazibridge

group, the "Brehmin caste," as Ilblmes himself christened them. The

Brahmins, Lowell, Holmes, and Lon;fellow, were the exact antithesis of

the Transcendentalists, and the rise of this '

'senteel™ literature par-
allels the Victorian period in England and represents the cwing of the
pendulum from transcendentel individvalism back to conventional con-
servatism. Parrington says: "rhers were other ideals than those of trans-
condentulism and social reforiz in the wew England of the rencisstnce =

ideals of culture, of scholarship, of belles lettres, to vhich the Ershnmin

mind contributed, and which came to doninete genteel liew England and for a

1, Fred Lewis Fattee, The Iirst Century of Arerican Literature, pe 578.

2. Jokn lacy, Arerican ‘riters on Americun Literubure, pe 177.




generation largely influenced American letters e... Brahmin Bostcn might

turn "nitarian vith Channing, but it was at heart neither I'rench romantic

nor Germen idcalist; it desired rather culture Tor its own salie, and

scholership it reg.rded as the handmaid of culture .... The essence of the
Se

senteel tradition ves a re’ined ethicism."

Of course, there are a few Lew England avthors, such as Bryant and
“hictier, who do not really telong to either group, while one writer,
Hawthorne, touches both ;roups. liwever, thcre is a line of demarcation
between the Transcendentalists and the liew England writers of Brahmin or
rural Lew Englend classes, and it is this difference which makes Ererson's
critioism of the non~Transcendentalists of particular interest. His judgments,
~except in the case of lawthorne, have proved to be unusually accurate, al-
thovgh his corments on thede lLew England vriters are remarkably scarce
considering the literary importance of these men and Emerson's relations
with them,

The Suturday Club, which was founded in 1655 in an at“empt to concentrate
the literary forces of llew Zngland, was primarily a iarvurd affair, composed
of Farvard professors ®ich as Folmes, Longfellow, liorton, Agassiz, end
rearce. A fewr Larvard alumni (Zmerson, Dana, i'otley, and -rescott) joined
the club, and there were even fewer ontsiders (“hittier end Pawbthorne are the

L
mest outstanding). Emerson was the only Concord representative of any
consequence, for Thoreau did not lilke social getherings of amy kind end
Hawrthorne, though a member, never entered into the spirit of the club in
5e

any way.

3, Vernon Louis Parrington, Ilain Currents in American Thouvght, II, L35.

L. Pattee, op. cite,pe 579

5. Ven Wyeck Brooks, The Flowering of iiew Lngland, pe 50L.
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The Seturday Club is of the utmost importance not only because it rave-
Baerson a good basis on vwhich to rest his criticism of this other Iew
Basland sroup of writers, but bevause out of this club, in 1857, came the
Atlantic ionthly, This was the first American magazine that was at all
adeguatoe; "one that at the saroe t%me could be as profound as Imerson

6
and yet as sparkling as Holmes." ) Under Lowell's editorship. the
Atlantic l.onthly published much of the Abest worl: of the members of the

the
Saturday Club, although llew England Renaissance was already beginning to

show traces of decadencs.

¥illiem Cullen Bryant was born 4 decode befors Etersén, bt in spirit
he resembles the later group of llew Englenders who did not accept Trans-
cendentulisme EBryant used American materials, but he was untouched by
Transcendentalism. Like the Canbridge vriters, BEryant is under the shadow

ca., ’

and influence of the Cld Verld rather than of the new, Iis feith in
God is more like Longzfellow!s than hmerson's, and, unlike <merson, he
perceived lature throuvgh the senses only, not intuitively. It is Bryant's
orthodoxy vhich places him with the "Erahmins." Although Bryant méved to
Lew York in 1325, in spirit he 1s definitely a-ilew Englander, not & Knicker=-

Te

bockore. Emerson himself says, "Zryant is pe:rfect; lew York has not

(&9

hurt hime. "
Emerson's first comzent on Bryant appears in 13353 "If ililton, if
Burns, if Bryant, is in the world, ve have more tolerance, and more love

for the changins s’y, the mist, the rain, the bleak overcast day, the

—— — —

6. Pattes, Op. cite, pe 57C.

6.8‘ Ibid.‘,Po 310,
7. Ibid"Po 2990

8. Journals, X, 5.
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indescribable sunrise and the immortal stars. If we believed no poet survived

C
7

" The following year he writes:

on the planet, nature would be tedious.
"So of Bryant's poems, =- chaste, faultless, beautiful, but undercharacter-
izedl S0 of (reenovgh's sculpture =- of Dr. Channing's nresching. They are

10,
all feminine or recentive, and not masculine,or crcative." In 1838 we read
"I have been to ..ew Vork and seen Bryont and Dewey, and at home seen Jones

11,
Very eeee ond I bLegin to conceive hopes of the Rzpublice”

"ive yeurs
later, in 13 he says, "Ellery Channing's verse with ell its imperfections

2 ’ JSs S

12,
is a better bock for Poets thzn a whole volume of BEryant," This same
year he mentions Bryant in a review of James Percival's poems vritien for
the Diely "3ryant has a surerb propristy of feeling, has plainly alwnys
been in good society, but his sweet oaten pipe discourses only pastoral
134
music."

In 180k, a Bryant Festivel was held in liew Yorlk, imerson seecms to have
taken part in the festival, add his longest and most favcrable cormients on
Bryant appear at this time. Fe vrites: "Bryant has learned vhere to hang
his titles, namely, by tying his mind to autumn woods, winter mornings, rain,
brooks, mountains, evening winds, and wood=birds. Tho sueaks of these is forced
to remember Lryant. e is American. liever despaired of the Rcpublies Dared
naine a joy and a gentian, crows alsoe. I[ds poetry is sincere, I thinl:z of the
vo:ng poets that they have seen pictures of mountains and sea-shores, but

Uie =

in his that he has scen mountains and has the staff in his hend."

2. Journals, III, L'O.

10,Journals, IV, 87.
11, Journals,IV, L23.
12, Journals, VI, 35C.

13, Natnre, Addresscs, Dial Pavers, Vorliis, hatlonal Library 2dition,IV,55k.

Uy, Journals, I, TO = 7T
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A few days later he adds: "Bryant. Ilis sincere, balanced mind has the en-
thusiasm vhich perception of liature inspires, but it did not tear Limg
only enabled him, gave him tvdce his pover; he did not parade it, bubt hid
it in his ve:rse ¢e..'Truse bard, but simple.' I fear he hrs not escaped
the infirmity.of fame, lilte the presidential melady, a virus once in,
not to be got out of the system; he has this, so cold end majestic as
he sits there, = has this to a heat vhich has brovwcht to him the devotion
of all the yo'ng men and wemen who love poetry, and of all the old men
and wvomen who once were young. 'Tis a perfect tyranuy. Tall of the shoép-
men who advertise their drugs or cosmetics on the walls and on the palisades
and hrge rocks alons; the railwveys;- why, this man, more cunning by fur,
has contrived to levy on alil American Nature and subsidized every solitary
forest and lionument lountain in Berkshire or the Katskills, every waterfowl,
every nartridge, e very sentian and gelden rod, the proiries, the gardens of
the desert, the song of the stars, the Lvening Tind, - has bribed every one
of these to speak for him, so that tlere is scarcely a feature of day and
nisht in the country which does not - whether we vill cr mnot - rccull the
name of Bryant. This high-handed usurpation I charge him with, end on top
of this, with persuading vs end ell rankind to lug ovr fetters and rejoice
15.

in our subjugttions™

Fmerson held & high opinion of Bryant's pcetry for its sincerity.qnd
for its use of American materials., In these respects Biryant was a forerunner

15,
of Enerson,as *merson well lmcv,

15, Journusls, X, 80 = C2.
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16+ Rovert L. Cay, Ralph Veldo Trerson, p.
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.Eowever, Tmerson thought Cryent's poetry lacked force end churzctsr;y it wu.s
too classicel, end too conservative. Also, Lmerson agpreciated Bryent's
carcful observation and love of lature, but Iryant did not carry this fur
enoug?%o sult Emerson. Bryant saw thc tenuty of liatnre through the senses;
he szw this beauby as God's handiwork and as a sscothing and hecling virtue:
Derson vent beyond this to view the natursl world as a symbol of the
spiritual world.

John CGreenleaf Thittier was not a "Brahmin" but he is relzsed to that
group becense his main interest was in ethicism and bensuuse he wes not a
17.

‘Trenscendentalist, Lowever, Vhittier's llew Ingland wes not the lew
Sngland of Boston and Cimbridge but the I'asscchusetts of the villaze and
farm, Brerson has surprisingly little comaient on Yhittier; he scems to
have teen in sympathy with Thittier mainly because Thittier, like himself,
was an Abolitionist,

In 1339 he writes, "Abolition is poetic, has produced jood verse,
1S,
Thittier's, for exanple eees" Eowever, it is almest twenty-five years
later neforc Emerson scys anything more ebout Vhittiert's poetrye. It is not
until 1963 that-he seys, "lie can ecsily tell, of Vhit%ier or Lenjfellow or
Fatmore, vhat sug_esticn they rad, whet styles of conterxporaries have af-
10,
fected their owne Ve lmow all their possiblie feoders." This 1is one
of Trerson's few criticisms of Longfellow alsoes The next year Ruerson
vrites, in spouking of the bad influence of cities on literary rem, thot
20,

hittier is stilil unspoiled. IIis only other coment on Vhittier Is a

eriticism not only of Thittier but of all the obther literury fi mres of

- —

17. Parrington, op. cit., pPe 302
18, Journals, V, 301.

19. Jovrrals, IX, 507 = 5006.

20, Journcls, X, 65,
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the timese Emerson says, " eeee and I should sey, thut a string of poems
prefized to Ben Jcnson's or Eecuuont and Fletcher's plays, by their
friends, are more seriously thought than the piéoces which would now in
Ingland or Arerica be contributed to any call of literary friendship.
And yet, if Vhittier, liolmes, Lowell, Chianning, Thoreeu, Bryans, Sanborn,
Tlasson, Julia iiowe, had each made their thoughtful contribntion, there
21,

might be good rcading.” Enmerson could not have been in sympathy vrith
Thittier's orthodox religion or with his conoception of lature, wlich,
like Bryant, saw mainly its healing power.

Nathaniel Fawtliorne wns neither a Brehmin nor a Transcendentalist,
and yet in some ways he touches both groupse. Parrington scys:"Cool,
deteched, rationalistic, curionsiy inquisitive, he looked out upon the
ferment of the times, the clash of rival philosoph’es and rival interests,
only to bring them into his study end turn upon them the lizht of his
criticel analysise Cne after another he weighed the several faiths Bf liew

N 22,

England, conservative and radical and transcendental, and ended skeptic.”
Althqugh he vas not a Transcendentalisty his associction vith the FPeabodys and
his venture into the Broolk Farm experiment relate him to the Transcendentalists.
Fe is relg_ted to the other lew England group throush his romanticism and
his love of the 0ld Vorld.

Emerson and IHawtlorne knew each other for meny yscrs, but they could
’ -_—
.

never bceccome intimate friendse. Tavthorne lived in the 0ld lanse at Concord
from 1642 until 1846, and in 1352 he and his wife esitablished themselves ir

their ovn little villa at Concord. Both Fawthorne end Emerson belonged to

22, Tarrington, op. cite., pe LL2.
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the Saturday Club, also, but with all their contacts the two men could
not réally get near each octher. As Cobot says, "They admired and liked
each other personally, byt they were very unlike in nature ¢... "hey
irterdespised ezch other's moonshire, as very annable ard pretty, but
23

rother childish," Favtliorne is one of the few vriters vhom Fmerson
underestirmateds Fywthorne's vritings did not appeal to Tmerson personally,
and Ererson had a difficult time in liking literabture which did not offer
him something that e hizself covld profit by.

Emerson's first comcent on Hawthorne ap ears in 1830. lFe writes:
"Klizabeth Peabody brought me yesterday Fawthorne's Fcotorints on the
Seaslore to reud. I compiained tiat there was no inside to it. He and

2l

Alcott together wonld make a man." In 1283¢ he writes,"It is no
<) »

easy matter to write a diaslogue. Cooper, Sterling, Dicliens, and Iawthorne
254
cennot,” And a little later, speaking of Charles Lickens, he scays,

"ILike Cocner and liavthorne he has no d ramatic talent, The moment he et-
20,
tempts dialogue the improbability of life hardens to wocd and stone,"

It is interesting to note that the above two rcfcronces in connection with
Hawthorne are also Imerson's only two comments on Jemes Faaimore Cooper.

Three years later, in 1342, we reud, "iiathaniel Hawthorne's reputation

as a writer is a very pleasirg fact, because his writings are not jood for
D
|/ ®

anything, and this is a tribute to the man," This was the yeor that

Eavrthorne moved to Concord, and later in the fell he and Drerson went on

2% James Elliot Cabot, A :omoir of Ralph Weldo Ruerson, I, 375 - 376.

ehe Journals, IV, L79.
2Ye Journals, V, 257.
26. dovrnals, V, 2Zol.

27. Jdournals, VI, 2&0.'




152

two=-duy walking tour. however, in his account of this walk ‘merson says
nothing about their conversction or ebont the man himzelf. The following
year, 18li3, in a letter to Thorcaou, he “rites: "iawthorne vml'ed with ne
yesterday afterncon, and rot until after our return did I read his Celestial
Railroed, which has & serene strength which we connot afford not to praise,
28,
in this low life." In a leftter to Sterling he says: ".iy neighbors are
Eliery Channing, Thoreau, and Hawthorne, a vriter of tales and historiettes,
whose name you may not have seen, thovgh he too prints boolise All these
2D
three mrsons ere superior to their vritings." And in 1246 Enerson
writes: "Havthorne irvites his rcaders too much into his study, opens the
rrocess tefore theme As if the confectioner should say to his customers,
50
"oy, let us make the cake,! " Toodbury says that vhen Emercon spoke
of l'awthorne, he spoke hcsitetingly, as if not £nlly avare yet of the shadowy
3le
quality of his minde However, fmerson did say: "Howthorne lived afar
from us. e vas alwvays haunted by his ancestrye. Iis gait and moods were of
the sea. I'e had kinship to pirctes and seilors e... His writings ere of the
terrible, the protesque, end sombre. Lhere is nothing joyous in them., Iis
genius was for the unhapny and her sides It is the same vith Hugo. No man
524

ought to write sol."

Trerson has a long passaje in Hawthorne in his Journals for 1844 just

after Hevthorne's decthe He says: "I thought there was a tragic element in

the event eee. in the painful solitude of the man, whici, I spppose, could

not longer be endured, and he died of ite. I have found in his death a

- ———— ——

20e F. B. Sanborn, "The zuerson-Thoreau Cor:respondence,” Atlantic lLonthly,

(Ley, 1892), LXIX, 589.

29. The Corrcspondence of ‘merson and Sterling, pp. 86 = Cl.

30e Jourrals, VII, 13l

7l Cherles J. lio dbury, Tallis vith Relph Vieldo Emerson, pe Cl.

29 Thid. n. &,



surprise and disappointment. I thought him a greater man than any of his
works betray, that there wos still a ;rect deal of work. in him, and that
he might one day show a purer pover ee... It wis easy to tallz with him, -
thers were no barriers, only, he said so little thot I talked too much,
and stopped only becausse, as he gave no indications, I feared to exceed,
Fe showed no egotism or self-asserticn, rather a humility, and at one time,
Z
a fear that he had vwritten himself out.," 5 Emerson also refers to Haw-

thorne vhen speaking of the Brook Ferm experiment in his essay "Life end

Letters in lLew England." 1Ile writes: Imwthorne drew some sketches, not

o

appily, as I think; I sjould rather say, quite unworthy of his genius.
o friend vho knew larzaret Fuller could recognize her rich and brillient
genius under the dismal mask wiich the public fancied was meunt for her in

Sl
that disagreesble story." zmerson's last reference to Ekswthorne, however,
is more favorable. In 1873, in his address at the o_ ening of the Corcord
putlic library, he scys: "uhathaniel liawthorne's residence in that lianse
gave new interest to tiwt houre, and his carefnl studies of CToncord life

25

end history are known wherever the English langvage is spoken.”

Frierson liked and admired liawthorne the man, but he could not truly
appreciate Fawthorne's writingse. To Emnerson, Hawthorne's tales seemed
irmature and shallow, and Howthorne's shadowy romanticism held no appeal for
the shrewd Yankee part of Inmerson. Eierson's m-st importent criticisn,

hcwewer, is against Eawthornet!s pessimism, which wes the entithesis of

his own optimistie philospphy.

3%, Journsls, X, 39 - L0.

Z1e Lectures and Biogrephieal Sketches, lorks, X, 303 w 30, Emerson is here

referring to the fact that the character of Zenobia in A Blithedale

Romence is usually interpreted es a portrait of lliss Fuller,

55. .i_isoellanies’ 31"01‘1’:8, ..:Ip 501.
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Tenry iadsworth Lon:;fellow is the first rcal "Brahmin" {to come under
the fire of Emerson's criticisme Longzfellow'!s position in the Cambridge
group of vriters is well summed up by Farrington, vwho seys: "If the high-
est aspirations of the Brehmin nature souvght satisfaction in poetry,
Lon;feilow may be recloned its 1ost charscteristic producte. In his work
the romantic, the sentimental, and the meoralistic, blended in such just
propertions, end exsressed themselves with such homely simplicity eas to
hit exactly the current t:ste ee.. and vwith his couvrteous manners he

500
fitsed easily into the lititle world of C.xtridje Drahmins.” lr.erson
has remerkably lit:le comnent to meke on Longfellows In his Journals,

besides tne remark already gquoted in refercence 5o Vhittier, he says. 9nly
thet, "Lonzfellow is o poes because he has said tthe plunging wave.'* or
fmerson does criticize Longfellow a little more fully, however, in a review
of Longfellow's "The Spanish Student" written for the Dial. Huerson writes,
"A trleasing tale, but Cervantes shall s:eak for us out of LaGitanilla. 'You
mist lmow, Preciosa, thut as, to this name of roet, few are they who deserve
ity? eees 'Is it thon so bad a thing to be a poct?! asked Preoiosa. 'liot bad,!
replied the I'age, 'but to be a poet and nought else, I do not hold to be very

good, For poetry should be iilke a precious jewel, whose owner does nct put

it on every dey, not show it to the world at every step; but only when it
58
is fitting, and vheon there is ﬂyeason for showving itet' ¥
Althongh this is reslly Erercon's last criticism of Lengfellow,

[
his remaerk at Longlellow's funoral is interesting and worth mentioning.

Emerson valked up to the coffin, turned to look at Lon;fellow for the last

36e Parrington, op. cite, ppe 439 = LLO.
37e Journals, I.{, 50l.

38, lieture, Addresses, Dial Papers, i.orks, iuational Library Zditiom, IV, 5.2 -3.
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time; then he turned to a frieud and s2id, "Thet gentleran wus a sweet,

29

Lo
Cliveﬁﬁandell Folmes is the "Brohnin of the Brahmins,” and vet

beautiful soul, bt I have entirely forgotien his name,"

Emerson's criticism of him is more fovorable and more freguent than of
eny other ijev sngland writer in this group. .erson might have knovm
Holmes e little more intimately through the S.turdcoy Club, and Holmes!
writings no dovbt ariealed more to imerson's turn of mind then did the
vritings of Lonsfellow or Lewell,
In a conversation with Charles ‘.oodbury, rerson seid,"The connect-
ing link betweem En;land and America is Oliver i.endell Heolumes, If thet acute-
minded man had been born in Fngland, they vould never have tired 8f malting
ruch of him, Iie Lias the finest sensibility, and catholicity of taste without
which no larze and ge:ierons natirc con be developed. Lverything interests
L1,
him. Le has phases which mcke him as welcome to Pacchus as linerve,"
In 13,0, spe;king of the celebration #n ho:or of Zverettts inauzurstion
L2,
at Cenbridge, HGmerson writes that "Folmes! poem wes a bright sparile.”
fut it wvas not until thirteen years after this that Emerson paid his greatest
tribute to Lolmes in his specch at the dimmer to Dr. Holmes. This speech
aprears in ke -son's Journal for 1859, and the following passages are ex-
cerpts from it:

"ihen I rcad the Atlantic, I have had much to think of the beneficence

of wit, its wvast utility; the extreme rarity, out of this presence, of the

39. Loncure Dgniel Comwny, “merson at Tore and Abroad, pe 3C2

Lo. Perrington, op.cite, p. L55.

L1, Charles Je. oodbury, 7slizs with Rulph eldo Zmercon, pe 62,

Li2. Journals, VII, 1€Q.
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pure article ee.. i.hy, look at the fact. "hilst, once, it wms extrerely
rare and sparse-sown,- rare ©s cobalt, raore as platine, - herc cones the
Doctor &nd flings it cbout liko sea-sand, threntens to mal'e it corron as
“ewspapers; is actually the man to contract to furnish a chapter of Rabelais
cr Sidney Smith once e month,- buckets-ful of Creek fire spninst tons of
paunch &nd acres of bottom. (f co'rse, the danger waos tlhat he vould trrow
out of emploiment all tho drnces, the imposters, the slow men, the stoclk
vriters; in short all the respectabilitics and prefessioncl lecrmingof the
time. No wonder the world s alarmed ... Sir, I have hecrd that when
nature concedes a true talent, she rcnounces for once all her avarice and
rarsinony, and gives vilthout stinte Our friend here wves born in happy hour,
=ith corsenting stars. I thin% bis le:st merits arc not small. lie is the
best critic who consirvcts. Here is the vay of dictionaries in this country.
A1l very vells tut the rocl dictionary is the corrcchs writer, who nalzes

ﬁhe rewder fcel, os onr friend does, the delicacy end insvitablemess of every
word he uses, and whose bool is so charming thot the reader has ncver a
suspicion, amid his peals of laughter, thet he is learning the last niceties

cf rrorear end rhetoric, whet shall I say of hiselight in menners, in
[ &) v <3 »

society, in elegance, - in short, of his delight in Culture, which rales

him a €ivilizer whom cvery men and woman secretly thanks for valusble

hints? Vhat, then, of his correction of popular errors in taste, in be-
havior, in the wnecertein sciences, and in theology, aitested by the
alarm of the synods? And this is only possible to the man who has the

4

capital rerit of healthy perception, ~ho cun drew all men Yo roed himj wrose

thoughts lesve such cheeful and periuned memories, thet when the newsboy
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enters “he car, all cver the wide wilderness of America, the +tired traveller
says, 'Jere com>s the Autocrat to bring me one half hourk® absolute rclief
from the vacant minde'es.. or really, thet is not praise ¢f any aan, I
admire perception wherever it apnesrs e... 1.ho is end: 1l Folres? If it

shines thron:h Wim, it is not kis, 1% %“elongs %5 2ll men and we hail it

L3,

as our owne"

2nd in 1062 we recd, "™ Tat a convivial talent is thut of Tendcll Folies)
3 is still at his Club, whon he travels in search of his wounded sonj hes
the same d:light in his perceptions, in his wit, irn its effect, which he
watches as a belle the eflect of her beauty; would 5till hold exch companion
fast by his s ritely, svarkling, widely allusive t.:lks, as at the Club
teble; tastes all his owm talent, celcunlates every strcle, and yet the
fountain is unfriling, the vit excellant, the sevoir vivre and scvoir

Lm-o

parler admirables"

In 1844, spesking of a mecting of the Saturday Club, Emerson says,
"It was a quiet and heppy evening, filled with many gocd speceches, and a
firne poemn by Holmes, read so adnirably well that I could not tell whether

LS.

in itself it were one of his best or not." Six ye:wrs later he writcs,

"endell Holmes hits right in every allecticnate poem he scribbles, by his

nstinet at obeying a jnst perception of what is important, irnstead of
|
40

[

fecling about how he shall vrits some verses touching the subjecte”

In his essay on "Clubs™ in Socieby and Solitnde Lnerson is referring to

Zolmes i the following passagce: "llow delightful after these disuwurbvers

is the rodiant, playful wit cof .. one whom I need not neme, -- for in evcry

L7e Journals, IX, 210 = Ge

Llre Jovrnals, 11, Loo - 7.

1,54 Journals, £, 26.

1164 Journals, 4, 375.
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society there is his resresentutives. Good nature is stronger than tora-
hawizcs. Iis convorsation is all pictures; he cun reprofuce whatever he has

secn; he tslls the best story in the contry, and is of such jenial temper
!P’
| ®

that he disposes ull others irresistibly o .ood humor and discourse,”

And in the manuscript book "Gulisten" =iierson vrites of olmes,

"37 his perfect finish, cabinet finish, gem finish, gem carved with a

microscone on the carver's eye, and vhich nerfccliion appecrs in o very

conversation, wid in his part in a business dcbate, or at a college dimier

table as well as in his sOng5 eees Wonderful fertility end aptness of

illustration. He is an illustrated megrzine with twenty thonsand accurash:

eNIravings eess lLis undersize might perhaps be su;ested by his vritings

to one who had never seen hime It is compensated by the consimmateness,

as of a humring bird or of a floveory vhich dcfies the microscope to find
e

a defcct in lNature's favoritel"

Jarmes Russell Lowell is another meiiber of this Canbridge group.
Parrin;ton says: Mlie was not of the Concord line of transcendentalists
indaviduals, nor of the militant strain of rcforming enthusiasts; but of
the true Brahmin line of Josiak Quincy and Oliver Vendell Ilolmes - men of
sound culture who could serve God veliantly in the Social station in which
e had pnlaced them, without vanting to rull down the old church to build a
nev, e would serve culbure rather than causes. lis gifts were Drahain
;ifts, his prejudices were Zrahmin prejudices; he remsined et botton a
Farvard conservitive, contert with his birthright, hoosefwl that his weys

L9

were God's wayse" Considering Lowell's fame end importance =23 a

L7e “lorks, VII, 233.
L8s Viorks, VII, L22,

Li9e Parrington, op. cite, pe L(0e
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vriter and critic, Tnerson les remarlably little comment on hir,
Enerson's first mention of Lowell cecurs ia 1057 in commection
vith a meeting of the S:turdey Club. LImerson suys, "rhe flower of
the feest was the reauding of three poens, vritien by cur three poets,
for the occasion. Tihoe first by LonsTellcw, who presided, tho secon

50e
by Zolues; the +third, by Lowelly all cxcellent in their vay."

. .

YJo slall not ajuin disparaze A-erice ,

five yeurs later he irites: N T
novr that we have seent hat men it will Lecre. Lhat a certificate of

good elements ia the soil, climate, and institntions is Lowell, vhose
admifable verses (The Zigglow Yapors) I have just reedd Such a croeasture

51,
more accradits the land than all the fops of Carclina discredit it."

"In pouiry, tone, I have been rcading some of Lewell's poems, in vhich
he shows uncxpscted advance on himself, but perhaps most in technical
5 ’ i
skill and courage, It is in talent rather than poetic tone, and rather
ex resses his wish, his ambition, than the uncontrollable interior im-
52
pulse which is the authentic mark of a nsw poemes.."

Emerson recoignized and adnired Lowellt's talent, and the rigdlow

Yaspers evidently appecled to him by their native American quality. However,

he rsalized that Lowsll lacked thot genius which cores from spiritual in-

sight, from communion with the (ver-Souls To .merson books were secondary

e

ct

To Lowell, literature vus an end in itself; illeture, from which re derived

no more than & childish delizht, was _sre.test in man,

50, Journals, IX, 26.
51. Journals, IX, 35,

52e¢ Jonrnals, X, 207

0y
“_ e

ningsy man wos grectest in Latwwe vhere he could comnrune with the infinite.



Because Imerson himself was a Transcendcnhalist, he nculd nct enter
fulily into tho spirit of these liew Z-gland writers outsids of Transcendentole
isme Thie writings of the Carbridge sroup are for the most part less force-
ful and less indigenouse itmeivson recognized the talents and the good points
of these writers, but he also felt thut the chsence of a transcendental
philosophy in them deprived them of spirituality and true genius.

Bryant vrs sincere and he did use American materials, but his ortiiodox
beliefs formed a barrisr bhetween Iimeirson and himself. Also, his appreciaticn
of Nature merely as a sanative influence wes not transcendentel enough for
Emerson, and it was the samo with Thittiers Imerson did admire the spirit
of freedom which he found in “hitiler's abolition verses, however, Ezerson's
failure to ap;reciate Iawthorne arises lar _ely from Haithorne's pessimism,
from his outworn Calvinistic belief in sin, and from his romantic attach-
ment to Durope. wserson had a sincere admiration for lolmes' wit and
sparkle, but he scemed to think Longfellow would have been a better poet
if he had vritton less. Lowell vas promoting an indigenous litercture in
his Zijdlow rapors, but it wms through talent not geniuse

Brerson did not place es hish a value on the writings of the Cambrid;e
Brahmins as on the literary products of the Transcendentalists, l'owever,
his estimates have proved to be remarkably eccur:te in the light of current
opinion. Parrington says: "Coacord has risen as Caz.bridze and Deccon Street
have declined, and in the shadow of Emerson and Thoreau, the wit of Back

230

" Ven Lyck Frooks, also, writcs that

Bay is in danger of being obscured.
"Iponically enough, it was Doston and Cambridge that grow to seem provincicl,
while the locel and even parochial Concord mind, which had alvnys been univer-

5lie
sal, proved to be also natural,”

53, Parrington, ope cite, p. L51.

5!.;.. BrOOkS, OEZO cito’ Pe 530.



LI11.

ELERSON'S LISCELLAWEOUs CRITICISL.

Emerson criticizes many vriters who are neither Transcendentelists
nor 3rohmins, who do not, in fact, belong in any cetc;orye. This mis=-
cellaneous group ranges from such well-known figures as V/alt ihitmen and
Zret larte to such obscure near=poets as Pierpont and Percival, and in
alm st every case Ene.son's criticism is limited to one or two remorks.

Vielt Vhitman is the most important figure among these miscellaneous
vriters, and Emerson's criticism of him is the most interesting. hitman
adinitted that le cwed much to Emerson, Vhitman is reported to have said,

1.
"I was simmering, sim.ering, sirc.cering; Ecerson brought me to boil,"
There is an Emersonian flavor in.ngixgg_of Crasse Vhitman's demznds for

——

e national literature in the Preface to Leaves of Grass show the influence

of Zierson's "American Scholar" address. Gohdes suys thet"Whitman's egoism

in Leaves of Grass is the sublime apotheosis of Imerson's Yankee selfa
2o
reliance,” Gohdes proves that Thitman wes acquainted with Ererson's

ideas before the publication of Lezves of Grass in 185°, and he helieves

that Mmerson is responsible for changing Vhitman fcrom a second=rate

S
journalist into a prophet of Democracy. However, if Thitman imitukes
E.erson by basing his thonght on self-relience &nd individualism, he is
at least original in his interpretotion and application of these principles.

Foerster says L.hitman's poctic vision is "strikingly like thut of the lew

T1zland Cranscendentalists and at the same tine strikingly unlike ¢e..

l. Horman Foerster, Lature in American Literature, p. 202,

2o Clarence L.7. Gohdes, ".hitman and Imerson," Sewanee Review, X KXVII, 79.

3. _I_bé-d_-..’p. 800
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Leaves of Grass repeats the Transcendental love of nature, faith in
individualism, and prophecy of deuocracy es.. but Uhitman's conception
Lie
of them is nowise Imerson's," Lrerson remains elways cool, serene,
detached, refinedy hitman is inktense, emotional, vigorous, crude. Imerson
believed in dvalism, in thc correspondence of native and spirit, whilse
De
Vhitman makes the tvo into a blirred unity. In spite of these
differences, in spite of the fact that .merson's Ilew Imgland background
and his own critical theory were oflended by ' hitmen's lawlessness in the
subject matter and form of his poetry, nevertheless Dmerson's transcendent:zl
belief in the power of “estern dcmocracy mede him recognize the sincerity
Ce
and strength behind Vhitments crudities,.

In July, 1855, after the publicotion of Leaves of Grass @merson wrote

the following letter to Wwhitman. "I am not blind to the wonderful gift of

Leaves of Grasse I find it {the most extrcordinary piece of wit and wisdom

that America has yet contributeds I am very happy in reading it, as great
power makxes us happye It meets the demend I am elways making of what seemed
the sterile and stingy mature, as if too much handiwork, or too much lygph
in the temperament, were making our liestcrn wits fat and mean. I give you
joy of your free and brave thought. I have great joy in it. I find incow.-
parable things said incoxperably well, ss they must be. I find the courage
of treatment which so delights ws, and which large percertions only cun
inspire. I _reet you at the beginning of a grect warcsr, which yet mnst have
had a long foreground somewhere, for such a start. I rubbed my eyes a little,

to see if this sunbeam were no illusion; but the solid sensc of the book is a

lis Foerstor, on. cite, pp. 201 = 2.

5. Ibigﬂ,ppo 2014. - 5.

6. Gohdes, Opecite, pe 85.
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sober certainty. It has the best nerits, namely, of fortifying and encouraging."

On the receipt of this letter hitman wrote Iierson a mawlkish letter hailing

" -

him as ".aster," but it seewns to Le more sentimental than sincere., "hen the

next edition of Leaves of Crass apreared, Thitman exploited Ererson's ap-
preciction of the bo-k Ly printing the sentence "I grecf vou at the be=
gimming of & ;rect career." above Lmerson's neme on the cover of evcry copye.
The letter was printed without Enmerson's consent, and he adim:itted he would
not have been as enthusiastic had he knovm 4t was for publication. He said:
"Ehere arc narts of the book where I hold my nose as I rcade. One must not
be too squeamish when & chemist brings to him a mass of filth and says,
'Sec, the greut laws are ot vork here also;' but it is a fine art if he can
deodorize his illustration. lowever, I do not feur that any man who has eyes
in his hesd will fail to see the genius in these poems. Those are terrible
eyes to walk glong Lroadvmy. It is all there, as if in an auctioneer's
ataloguel" ) Although Enerson was annoyed by Vhitmen's exploitution, his
Je
angoer did not really last very long and he scon forgave him. His initial

attitude toward TLeuves of Grass evidently changed, however, betiween his

letser to Vhitman in July, 1355, end his letter to Carlyle in llay, 1856,

In the latter he says: ".ne book, lest simu.er, came out in lew York, a
nondesoript monster viiich yet had.terrible eyes and buflalo strength, and
was indisputably Americap,- which I thought to send you; but the bock throve
so badly with the few to whom I shewed it, and vmented good morals so—ﬁnch,
that I never dide Iet I believe now agein, I shalles It is calied Leaves of

Grass, vas uwritten and prirnted by a journeymen vrinter in Broollyn, New York,

—— —— e~ st

Te George We Cocke, Relph Vialdo Emerson, pe 233.
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19}4.0

nimed Walter Thitmeny and after you have lcoked into it, if you think thet
it is only an auctioneer's inventory of a vmrehouse, you can lizht your
10.

pipe with ite" After imerson's disgust at Thitman's uscfﬁ‘his lester
died avay, his attitude teoward Vhitmen seems to become more “avorable
a;aine From this ftime until Emerson's death in 1862 the two men met at
least twenty times and were good friends although they could never be-
come intimate, llmerson guve letters of introduction to tthitman to in-
troduco him to Svmer and Chose, and during the war he sent him money
for the wounded soldicrse. They occasionally dired together in llew York
and hitman dined once in Concord at imerson's, in 1872, Their most
famous meeting wes on the Boston Comuon on 1061 and Lollovmy believes

11,
this to have becn a signilicant and crucial point in Thirman's life,
Emerson vmnted Thitman to ordit certain passages of "Children of Adonm"
from Leaves of drass, but i.hitman said that he felt the conviection in his

12,
ovm soul thet he mmst do it his ovm way. Enerson could not answver this

ar_unent since he, too, believed in following one's inner dictotese Gohdes

says that Vhitmrn tried to minimize his obliz ticns to Terson because
1%,
everyone elue. atiributed so much influeice to him. “hitmen admitted

thit he had called Emerson "master,™ but he added: "So I did - and master

he wos for me thene But I got my rocts stronger in the earth." Hee Heowsver,
Gohdes believes that Thitmon was fascinated by Emerson thronzhout his entire
life and that the supreme importance of R:ierson to Vhitman appours particular-
ly in Vilitman's later life vhen he not only read Hrerson's books but kect

15
his portrait near him and referred to him over two hundred times.

10, Correspondence of Corlyle and imerson, II, 251,

11, HOllOWB.y’ OEQCit., Pe 1()50

12, Gohdes, op. cite, p. 80C. Uje Ibid,,pe 2.

134 Ibidggpe 9le 15. Ibide,rs 92 & C3,
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Ererson's com:ents on “hitman are few, but they are ell interzsting pieces of
criticism,
Emerson's first corzient on Thitman after this lettcr to Carlyle in

1855 appears in his Journals, for 1802 ~hen he vrites: "Good out of evil ....

One must thank Vialt Vhitman for service to Americun litercture in the
16,
ALp_.alachian enlar;cnent of his o-1tline end treatrent." In a conversation

vith Charles Toodbury u.erson said, "Lcaves cf Crass, by l.alt ihitman, is

e. book you mnst certainly reads It is wonderful. I had great hopes of Thitman
mtil he became Bohemian, ILie contrasts with Poe, who had an uncommon fieility
for rhyme, & happy Jjingle. Foe might have become mch had he been capable
17.

of self=-cxpressions" This passa;e is of particular interest beccuse
this is also Terson's only eriticism of Poes. In 1060 he writes: "I suspect
T/alt Yhitman had been resding these llelsh remcins when he wrote his Leaves of
Grass. Thus Taliessin says =

'T am watcr, I am a vren,

I 2m a worlman, I am a shkar;

I cn a sorpent;

-

am a cell, I ain a chink;
18.
I em & depositary of song, I am a learned persone”

In his essay,"'Art and Criticism" he writ®s, "Ought not the scholar to convey

his reaning in terms as short and strong as the smith and the drover use to

theirs? eeee hitmen is cur American master, but has not got out of the
T
Fire-Club and gained the entree of tha sitting rocmse" And in a conversation

Lé. Journels, IX, 5L0.
17

Lerles J. Voodbury, Tclus with Ruloh Weldo “mecrson, pe 62

.

18, Journels, Z, 7.

17, lictrrel Eistory of Intellect, Jorks, XII, 285 - 6.




with 7« Be Sunborn Emerson said that Lesves of Grass wes a combination of
[l®)
20,

the Bhagaved Gita and thjlew Yorl Ve-eld,

-

. There is also an intcrceting .assage in Zurroughs! note boolz for Zeceiler,
1C70e Purroughs .rites: Mialt soid & friend of his, ir, .arvin, mes Eterson

(R4

in Desson the other day end vwien Vhitwan was mentioned ir. Tirerson sazlic, @3,
7wlt serds me his bookse Eut tcll lalt I am not satisficed, not sotisfied, I
expect - him - to make - tiic songs of the - noision - bt he scums £o Le content
cle

to meke - the inventoricsy .alt lauvghed and said it tickled hin muche"
Tmerson's last criticism of Vhitman wuec made in a conversation in 1877 vwith
Edward Corpenter who aslked him what he thonzht of UThitman. e son laughed
and szid, ™Miell, I thought he had some merit at one time: There wes a ;ood

deel of promise in l'is first edition = but he 1s a waywsrd, Janciiul man ee..

Fe had a noisy fire engine societys And he toolr me there and was like a boy

~n
~le

over it, as if therc had never becn such a thing before."

E:erson's adnmiration of Thitmen may have lessened with the yewrs, butb
nevertheless he wus one of the first men in America to aprreciate whitman's

2%, '

geniuse Imerson's influence on Vhitman ves also of the utmiost importance,
In his Cerand for a national literature, in his individualism, end in his
dermocracy, “hitman was following in the path which Zmerson had laid out in
kis "American Scholar™ address. Iowsver, Fmerson re~lized thas Vhituan corried
this individualism too fir. *hitnants crudities were of’ensive to irerson's

innate reflinement, end the freedom of his nietre end verse viclated Emerson's

more classical theories of prosody, but Emerson did edmire the strength ond

v

s 1~ PESI ca e /
20+ Tlisc Yerry, '.alt Thitmen, pe 275, ncte.
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vijget end native smerican qudlities vhich he found in " hitmane Convmy gdds that

"The Crientel larjeness and optimism uhich uorcon edmired in anzient bools
L )
—Lro

arc not to te fornd in any medern page except thut of Walt Vhitman."

1y

merso

P}

» seemed to beiieve, however, that 1litman's poetry, although it was
granc in scope, was lacking in distinctnesse
Frerzm looled to the "Jest for & “rue Americon litersture, es we have
alre.dy see:n, and he was evid:mtly famliiar with the vorlis of at least two
merbers of this new Vestcrn grecup of writers. lowever, in neither one did
he seem to find the promise and stimulation for which he was secking.
Ir.erson has only two comments to male on Zret Iarte, wwhe was jrst

beginning to come into his own aftcr the Civil “.er. After he met Iret ilarte

1" L

in 1371 he wrote: "Iret larte's visite Iroct Farte referred to my essay on

Civilizaticn, that the piano comes so quickly into the shenty, etc., and
said, 'Do you know thet, on the conirary, it is vice thut brings them in?

It is the gmtlers who bring in the music to California, and so throughout?!

I told him thet I spoke also from Pilfrim experience, and lmewlon good grounds

25e
the resistless culture that recligion effects,” I'is only other remark is

in his essay on "ireatness" in Letters end Social Aims vhen we read, "iret

Iarte has pleesdd himself with noting and recording the sudden virtue blazing
264
in the wild reprobates of the runckes and uines of Caj;ifornia,™ Rnerson

also had personal contacts with lark Twvein and he liked certain passcies in
27

Innocenks Abroad, but he wns not actively influenced by him. Therc is one

other vriter who belongs to the Vest in spirit only and that is Horace Creeley,

-

editcr of thc lew York Tribune for so many ye.rs. Creeley became the spokesman

——

2lie Convey, Ope cite, ps 300
25, Journals, X, 302 - 3

26, Torks, VIII, 317.

3
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for “Jestern democracy, aud he threw himself wiole-hecartedly into the
ajrarian movement. Like Iimerson, he saw the Viest as America's rising
star, although he was much more radical than was Itierson. Ehe only
corrients on Creeley in Emerson's Jeurnals refer to his political views,
but there is en interesting pessage in e letter to Carlyle. On his

return from a lecture tour +o Viisconsin, !.ichijen, and Illinois, in

1854, he writes: "Greeley of the ilew York Tribrmne is the right sniritual

father of all this region; he vrints and disnerses one hundred and ten
thousand newspa_ ers in one day, = multitudes of theom in these very parts ¢...
23,
e does all their thinking en? thocry for them, for two dollars a year,"
Emerson never lost his own faith in the W.est, however, and his commuents
at least revecl his int:rest in the Vest and his cognizance of the new
vriters 1t vms prodncinge
Frerson was also aware of the inflrence and currents at work in
ths East, Pattee calls the middle decade of tlie ninetzeonth century. "The
e
Feminine Fifties," and merson's criticisms recveal thct he vas con-
scious of the number of women vriters in America. Besides lLargare: Fuller
and Elizebeth Pecbody, both of whom belong to an earlier generstion,
Imerson ccrments on no less than five of these faminine writers.
Julia ward Howe is a typilcal member of '"rhe Feminine Fifties."
She procuded several more volumes of poctry after publishing Fassion
I'lowers in 165L,. Later in life she turned to essays énd lectures et vhich

she was much more successful, although a grest deel of this success wes

due to her perscnality. Iowever, nerson seems to have a very high opinion

28+ Correspondence of Ccrlyle and fumerson, II, 25L.

29 I'red Lewis Pattee, The First Century of American Litercture, pe 565.
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of her ad a poetess. I'e says, "I honour the author of Eattle Mrtn and

of The Flaz, She w.s born in the city of Lew iork. I co-1ld well wish sre

0.

(Y]

were & native of .assachusetts, i3 heve no suci: poeiess in ..ew Tngland."
Another feminine writer whom Imerson also ovir-cctimeted is Catherine
Sedgzvicly, who is partly responsitle for the beginnir s of the domestioc novel

in Anmerica. Shc wrote a great wany novels, such as A. e Encland T.le and

The Travelers, but none of her literary work has prov.d to have any per-

manent qualities. Eierson males onl;” two courients on her, both in the yecr
158, In a letter to Carlyle he says, "I thinlt in a fortnizht I shall need
&in, = protavly to introduce to jou iy countryworman, Liss

Zle
Sedgvick, the writer of afrecticnate liew England tales and tha like ee.e™

o ? (=]
His only cther comment apreusrs in his Journelse Ile sz's, "How novle a treit
v L Ve |

does liss Sedgwick drewr in her lrse. k"de vhen Lucy Les says, 'It melkes people

N

civil to speelr to lere! liow we glow over these movels, Zfow we drivel and
. 92
calculate and shuffle and lie and skulx in lifeld "
Harriet Beccher Stowe belongs to tho llew England group of writers
and her best work deals with New Yngland 11 'e. Zowever, she spent several

years in Ohio and .est Virginia, and her most famous book end the only one

vhich Enerson coments on, Uncle Tom's Ccbin, really belongs in the field

of Southern literature. In his essay "Succecss" knerson is of counrse re-

ferring to Uncle Tom's Cabin when he says, ".e have seen an American wo:an

vrite & novel of which & million ccpies wera sold, in all lanjuages, end
which had one rerit, of spealring to the universal heurt, end wes read equally

vith interest to three aundiences, namely, in *the parlor, in the kitchen,

30e Journals, X, 3c5.

31. Ccrrespondence of C rlyle and Znerson, I, 25k
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32

and in the nursery of every home." This some passa ,c also occurs in

-aerson's Journal for 1352, but he adds the following sentence to it

tihere: ".hat a lady re-d in the drewing room in e few honrs is resailed

to her in the kitchen by the cock and the chambermaid, wesk by weslk; they master
Slte

one scene and charccter after ancther,"

Helen Innt Jackson is known toduy chiefly for her novel lnmona, al=-
though she wos a prolific writer. Ilvr literary curecr began late in life,
but in a brief time she turned out poetry, juvenile literature, travel
sketches, essays, honsehold hints, and novelss Her work has all disappeared
now, cut Imerson seemed to heve & very high opinion of her. Le vrites:
"ievport. liy chief acquisition was the acquaintence of lrs. lielen Hunt,
Serah Clarke's friend, and her poesry I couldvheartily przise., The somet
'Thouzht! and 'Ariedne's'Fnrewell! were the best, but all had the merit

35
of originality, elegancz, and conpression,"

Louisa Lay Alcoth is the last writer of the Feminine Fifties whom
Ererson cour.ents on. Deughter of the Transcendentalist Bronson Alcott,
she is now more widcly known than her once-famous father. Imerson !mew
her from her childhood days on, but his only refcrence to her wes in a
conversation with Charles ‘.oodbury. He said, "Lonisa Alcott is a natural
source of stories, "hen she was scven years old she was the delight of the
community, vwriting dramas and building thestrcs at her father's and the
neighbors' houses. She ca:posed a hymn vwhile yet a girl; wrote a book (which

has been printcd under the name of lioods) when she wcs sizteen; another

33. Scciety end Solitude, Vorks, VII, 2€

3l;a Journals, VIII, 36 - 7.

75+ Journals, X, 252.
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a book of fables, bufore she was twentye At nineteen the naners began buy-
ing her stories. She did not want to grow to womanhood. She went out es

a governess, and vrote a story of her c¢xperiences for the Atlantic; but

they could not understand it, and told her she had botter continue es a
teaclier e¢eee. She produced her hos ital sketches in 1205, and is now
(186¢), I bolieve, bringinz out what will be her best wet, Little liomens
“.e all thin't this is due to hrer publishing friend, who told her she mmst
write & girls'! ook, while she insisted she could not eeee She is, and is
90e

to be, the poet of childrene. She knows their an;els," this is Emerson's
only com:ent in Louisa Alcott, but hic forecast has proved to be rererk-
ably accuratee.

Weshington Irving belongs to the generetion preceding li:icrson; his
best work vas done while umerson ves still in colleje. hierson has only
one corment to make on Irving, and thit apsears in 1022, a year after his
graduation from Farwurd, in a letter to his classmate Jo'n B, Hill. Iie
vrites,"Our economical citizens have been quite dead to Iracebrid;e Hall,
since its price wos lmowne I have neither re:d it nor seen a single individual
vho kas read it. The extrects which I have met vith have disappointed me
macli, &s ke has left his fine Sketch-Book style for the doplorable Dutch wit

5T
of Enickerboclker, which to me is verv tedicus." It is intercsting to

note that in this case Euerson preferred Irvin;'s imitotive English manner
of writing to his ovm native American style.
Lmerson vus well acquainted with the anti-slavery poets and orahers,

since ho himsclf{ was an ardent abolitionist. Lowever, most of his remorks

7 “

30s Cherles J. voodbury, Tclis with Ral-h Veldo "nerson, ppe 100 = 1.

37. Joames Elliot Cabot, A iemoir of Ral‘h Veldo Emerson, I, G2.




. 202,

on these men. (Charles wsummer, - cndell Fhillins, end %.illiam Lloyd
Garrison) i ... o their political views cnd not to their writing or oratory.
0f Summer he scys rnothing, of rhillips he says only,Mihile I admired his
elogucnce, I had not the faintest wish to mect the mane Le had only a plat-
5Ce

form-cxisience, and no .ersonelity.” Ten yeurs later, in 1.5, he
adds, " I fecl that his patriotism or his morzl seniment are not pri-
-marily the ins:iiation of' his career, but his matchless talent of debate

29

/@
and atteck," E.erson coirzents on Carrison, tho poet, however, as well
as on Gearrison the orutor, In 1lGl3 Yrerson reviewed Garrison's Sonnets

{1a

and Cther Toems for the Dial, soying, '"ir. Gerrison has von his palms in

quite other fields than those of the Tmric muse, and he is far more lilkely
to te ‘the subject tlan the snthor of good poems ¢... Vet tlhouzh this volune
contains little poctry, bcth the subjects and the sentiments will eveiywhere
1!.00
conc.and respect," Of Garrison the orator Enerson says: "Garrison is a
virile spealtery he lacks the feminine elerint which ve find in men of genius,
He has great body to his discourse, so that he can well afford occasional
)]..l.

flourishes and eloguence." Emerson s;mpathized with the anti-slavery
views of these men, and he realized th:t they could move audiencés, but he
Imew thet none of them had genius, not even the genivs of elog ence vhich
Viebster had,

Enerson also knew the worlt of some of the minetcenth cent-ry necr-
poets, vho had a tremendors reputation in their ovm duy but ho have faded

into @bgscurity during the last hundred yerrse. Percivel and Pierpont and

cncdRlotard H, Dena were at one time amony; the seven ranling poets of America,

(3]
(93]
o
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Of James Ce lercival Van “yck Brooks says, "Iie is the classic example
of the almost good in poetry. A typical mardedepressive, vhose life wms
e mass of pathetic oddities, he was en admirable ;60logist eee. 16 VoS

one of the most remarlnhle Armerican philologists of his time, and, os a
linquist, a rival of Ceorge Borrow s... e made intcresting exseriments
L.

in Grecek and Cerman metress" Ilis Prometheus was hailed as equal to

Byron's Childe Iarold, aad his popotry as a whole wns rsgriéded asthe most
/
cdascicel in Americae Enerson wrote a review of rercivalt's The Dresm of

n

a Doy, and other Poems, for tie Dial, in 183, saying: "ire lercival printed

his last boo: of poeus sixtcen yo.rs ajo, and every school boy learned to
declaim his 'Zunker Iille * Since which tiwe, he inforws us, his studies
heve been for tie most nart very adverse to noeftic insnir tions. Yef nere
ve lave sipecimens of no less than one huwidred and difty diferent forms
of stanza. Such thorough worlomnship in the poeticul art is without example
or approach in this coun®iry ee.s 2ut mnhappily this dilijence is not with-
outAits deagerse It has prejndiced the creative pover eees Our bard has not
quite so much fire as we had loclred for, jrows warm but does not ignite;
those sixteen years of adverse studies have had their effect on Pegcsus,
who now trots soundly and resolutely on, but forbenrs rash motions, and
never runs avey vith us eese F€ is the most objective of the Anmoricun
LI-LLO )

Pocts es.. and does his bests"

John Pierpont, knovm todoy only as “the grandfaether of John Pierpont

lorgan was famous in the nineteenth century as cleryyman, poet, and relormer.

Tis most important poetical worizs wers his Airs of Palestine (131¢) and his

‘1o hature, Addresses, Dial Peners, .orls, .ationel Libr.ry Bdition, IV,
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Anbi-Slavery soems (13/2)e In a review vritten for the Dicl Terson

says: "I, Yierpont Las & good deal of talent, end ~wites very cpirited
verscs, full of points. Ile has no cortinuous meaning wiiclh suables him

to vrite & long and eqral peer, but every poem is a series of detachs

O

pigrains, some better, sorie vorses Ils taste is not alvmys corrzet, and
{rom th2 boldest £lisht he shell suddenly alight in very low places,
Leither 1s the motive of the noem evor very high, so that they seem %o

be r.ther squits than prophecies or imprecaticns; but for political satirc,

Py

-~

ve thinlt the 'ord from a Fetitionert very stsrong, and the 'Geg'! the lLest
pocticel indi:nntion in fmericas” E.erson realized that
neither rercival nor rierpont were rexl poets; they had talent and sincerity
tut 1o genius and no actual wbility.

72 conclude Ie:rson's criticism of Amrericun liter: ture with his
comments cn Richard lierry Dana, the younger, son of the poet. Ven ilyck
Brosks says, "Miith all the positive treits his father lacked, robust

3 s
end cell=relint,- he had beon one of Luerson's pupils, - he wos a day-
LiOe
dregner, like his futher, and conable of mysticel ecstu®ies.” Ll%er

hhe publicution of his boolk, Dana becsme the sailors? lawyer and spent

Iis l'f“ battling for their rights, ierson wrote a review of Two Years

Sefl the last for tie Dial: "This is a voice from the forecastle.
Thovgl e narrative of literal, prosaic, truth, it possesses something of

the charm of Robinson Crusoe. Few more intercsting chapbers of the literaturc

Fal

of tle sea have ever filen under our notice ee.. This simnle narrative,

stairped with deep sincerity, and often displaying en unstudied, patihetic

elogquence, noy lend to reflections vlich mere armm.ent and seatimentul

Ll,s. \).‘ d‘ )). )t_|.9 - )\).
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£ e
aymy22ls do not call forthe" ind in a lotter to his brother T.illiamy

B.erson wrote: "iave you ceen yovns Dana's boo!:? Good as Robinser Trusoe,

and all truce Ic was my scholer once, »uat he never lecraed Liis of ne,

e
more's the pitye" Tiersoa recogaized the valne of Dara's boolz, cuad
his eporsciction is as velid bSodey vs it vms cloost o hrmdred peurs o0

e — -
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CHArIZR IV,

CONCLUSICTe.

critic of Auericin literature

(]

Although Euerscn's position as
has been unduly neglcoited, this investijution proves him to be a keen
and searching critic cf American letiers in the ninetecnth century.
Fis judsments are based on his ovn theory of criticism, vhich is the
logics 1 procuct of his life, his philosophy, and the *ires in which
he lived.

imerson's external life is imuortent, of corse, tut not as
important as the subtler influence at work within kis mind, Iis poverty,
his ill-kealth, the desth of his first wife and his t.o brothers, and his
renunciction of the ministry created in him the need and desire for some
philosophy which wduld relate hin more clearly to life, From the beginning
the tendcncies of Tmerson's thonght were elways idealistic and slightly
nysticcd o Throush his reading he early becume acquainted vith the idcal-
istic phkilosopby of Fluto and of rlotinus, the Icoplatonists T'hile Therson
vas encountering thesc iiears at Zarvurd, they were being given adied im-
pilse by the irtroduction into Americe of German thought and philesophy
based on these Platonic and lieoplatonis docktrires, Froa Fent came the
distincticon of Reason and Understanding; from Schelling the percention
through intition of the identity of subject and object, Although &

little of this German thought was brought btack directly to Ilarvard in

1810 by ®verett, Ticlmor, and Bencroft, mcst of it entered Amerien throuzh

the irtermediary sourcss of the English Romanticists. Dre Chenning was

Z0ise
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most influential in introducing this Lnglish Romenticism into Americs,
end his importance to all America as well as to hmerson, cemmot te over=
estimateds Channing not only introduced the English Roranticists into
this country, but he aroused Boston from its Calvinism and thus prepared
an audience for Lumersone. Ilie also demanded a national liter: ture, snd it
was this ory which Emerson hinself took up yecrs later. Coleridge vis an
i:mmorient influence becanse in his Universal Reason we see the counterpart
cf Imerson's Over=Souls Although mmerson began to feel himself a part
of dature vhen he vms a boy in Concord, he owes to ".ordsworth rmch of his
spiritual appreciation of Lature as woll as his pantheism and his preforence
for plein languagee Carlyle affirmed Emerson's Lranscendentalism and
self'-reliance although his pessimism w.s at variance with kmerson's under-
lying optimisme “hen this German idealism and English romanticism were
superimposed on Ilew :@ngland Unitarianism, +the result was lNew Englond Trans-
cendentelism, a movement of which “merson was &t the scre time a product
and a germinating spirit,

All these forces were at work within bmerson's nind from 1817 on,
but they did not become focused until his trip to Burope in 1832, ¥Fis
meotings with Colerid e, Yordsworth, snd Csrlyle sorved to aflirm his
doctrine of self-reliance, his belief in his owm powers, for he believed
they 211 lacked insight and spiritual truth. Iis visit to the Jardin des
I'lantes in Faris wus also important because it geve him an evolutionary
point of visw proving the gradution of matter to spirit. This affirmed his
optimism and helped to breck dovn his remaining traditional Puriten beliefs,

Eme=son's matnred rhilosophy, express. ng his belief in the Over-Soul,

his idea of lLieture ags a svriltol, and his doctrine of self-reliance, first
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appesred in Nabture, published in 13%0. Idis life after thit changed very
little. E's coutashs vith his Transcendentalist. friends and neighbors
such as Thorcau and Alcott strengthened his owvm Transcendental Beliefs,
and his late reading of oriental literature gave added supvort to his owm
mystical tendencies, Ilicwever, “nmerson's Yenkee shrewdness not only kept
kin from going to extremes, in his philosorhy, but it also made him very
aveerc of vhat wes going on in the world around hime Imerson waos particuler-
ly alive to the rapidly dcveloping Vest, and it vams to the Tiest he locled
for an indigenous literature, The individualism, democracy, and optimism
of the frontier all find expression in Emersons The irteraction of all
these {orces produced not only Imerson the vwriter and philosopher but salso
Zmerson the critice
Emerson's theory of literature end critiecism is the logical product

of his life, his philcsophy, and his timese Fe believed that literature
and criticism should be transcendentnl, moral, and intuitive, ile recognized
the superiority of jenius over talent, while at the same time he felt that
talent could correct end improve what was written by inspiration. His bclief
in self-roeliance made him express freely his om personal ideas in h's criticism,
although this occasionally led him into some iconoclastic opinions. Emerson's
criticism is based on the stenderd of the Ideal in literuture, a standard
vhich no one yet has reached or can reach, and this tends to make him a
little too harsh in his judgments sometimes.

Emerson's theory of criti:ism is not only coherent, tut he is con-
sistent in his applicetion of ite Althongh there are flaws in this theory

which led HEmerson to make errors in judgment, nevertheless on the whole his

criticisms are remarlably accurate and nenetratinge It is inbteresting to
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ncte that many of Zmerson's opinions coincide with the oriniosns of .today
rather than with the opinicns of his ovn tims.
Fis oriticism of American literaturec as a whole is based on three
roirts: its dependence on Hvrope, i%s mnterialism, and its fcilure to
use Ameriocon matoerials, Lis self-reliance and individualism, his belief
in his cwn powers =nd those of his country meade him impatient with America's
dependence on and imit:tion of kuropean culture, while his Transcecndentelism
malzes him impatient with the mnterialism of Americun ktters which widens
the zap between the real and the ideals His belief that the llest would
produce e new and indigcnous literature is really too optimistic, howevor,
end it is no wonder that he never saw the expected Tulfillment of promise,
All the evils that lmerson sow in Americcon literature, as a whole,
he saw in American perizdicel liter:ituree thece periodicals wore in the
front renks in their deomands for a national literuture, and yet they printed
cnly Inglish materials or third-rate American meterialse Even the Dial,
altheuzh it injeoted native and griritucl gqualities into an otherwise barren
field, fell far short of its desired aim. tmerson thonght the newspapers
to be on an even lower level thon the periocdical reviews, but in both fields
his urbounded optimism a;xin asserted itself, and h: again saw the greatb
possibilities of the future,
Emzrson realized thot Channing had dore a great deal not only for
hir. but for all licw zn;land, but he could nnt see vhy Channing did not
do even more, Channing was moral end spiritual and occasionally cven
eloquent, but he could not go beyond Uniturienism into Transcendentalisme
Iirerson also reecegnized the debt that America owed to Ticknor, Beancroft,

and Everett for the significant role thsy played in the dissemination of

-
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German thought, but at the same time he criticized all the American
historiens and scholars for their heaviness and mechanical qualities,
for their lsck of spirit ani vigor.

Vebster's eloquence placed himamory imerson's catalogue of poets,
and his demand for terrestrial frocdom paralleled Li:erson's ovm dsnend for
mental and snirituel frecdom. After Webster supported the Fugitive Slave
Law, Imerson saw that he was laclding in spirituwality and moral sentiment.

Although ‘merson wos & Trenscendentalist and believed in e trens-
cendentel literature and criticism, nevertheless he also criticizes the
Transcerndentalists rather harshly - Emerson was too shrewd a Yankee to
balizve in either the extreme mystlcism of one aspect of Transcendentalism,
or the crusading roforms of its more practical phase, Emerson criticized
Jones Very, Eronson ilcott, Charles Lewcomb, snd Ellery Channing because
they all carried their trandcendentalism too far into mysticisme Also, “hey
all believed their writing came throvsh intuition and for that reason they
would not labor over it, and kmerson was forced to conclude that none of
thew could really vrite, Emerson criticized liargaret Fuller, Orestes
Browvnson, and Theodore rarker because hepould neither understand nor epsrove
their rcforming proclivitiese They were all too intense for Emerson's cold
intellectualitye.

Fnersonv.os one of the first men to aporeciate Thoresu cnd to re=
coznize the si nificince that Thorcou's journals would have if they were
ever publisheds lie admired Thoreau's truth, spiritual insight and ap-
preciation of llature, but he objected to his sharpness and to the extreme to

vhich he carried the idea of self=-reliance,

‘,. e e Sy
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Binerson also criticized the liew kngland vriters outside the Tronse. ~
cencentelists group. lie realized that the Cambridge and boston writers !
were neither indigenous not forceful, but were still too mmch urder the g
spell of Europes, te afpreciuted Bryant's love <f Leture and his use of
Arericen materials, he admired Holmes! sparkling +it, and he recognized

an indigencus quality in Lowell's Bislow Pepers though it was too self- ’

consciouse Longfellow was too prolific a writer to be uniformly poetie,
while I'avthorne's writings were toc pessimistic, Calvinistic, and :
romantice lone of these vriters were Transcendentalists and hence, to
Inierson, they all lacked the necessary spiritual insight.

Emersorn vas ¢lso one of the first men to apyreciate what Tialt
“hitmn was attempting to do in the fu1lfillment of his ovm demends for
an indigenous litervture. Eoﬁovcr, he objeccted to a certain blurring of
deteil in ‘hitman as well as to the wulparity into which hitman's
extreme self-reliance led him, Emerson realized thot Pierpont, Perciwval,
end CGarrison could never be real poets, and he also forccast Lonvisae
Alcott as a great chilirent's author.

In all of these estimetes Rnerson shows himself to be a remarkedbly
zeen ancé accurate critic of Americcn letters. Iiowsver, there are cortein
flaws in Cmerson's theory of criticism vhich led him into errors of jnd; nent
and vwhich helped to keep him from being a grect coritice His transcendentol=-
ism led him to apply a spiritunl criticism teo a meterial sge, and the result
is thnt he occeasionally overbated some one vho had spiritual insizht but
nothins elss, as in the cnse of Sampson leed, Jones Very, and Tllery
Chanzinge At the some time his insishence on the moral sentinent led him

to underestimate art for artts scakes IPor this rcason he disnissed Foe as
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Ldete@
Tthe jinle man" and failed to ses &ny of the becuty of Iawthorne's -
‘
writings, while the moral velus he saw in Julia tiard Ibwe and Sampson ‘
Tecd jeve them a hijgher pluce in Americun literature then they deserved. ;

Uis intellectuality and lack of emoticn ©lso hinder him occesionally from :
accurately jrdging vwritings which had any ;rest emotional depthe For this

reason he conld not fully aporeciate Vhitman or even Ilarzaret Puller.

H
Thesc flews in Emerson's critical theory are noviiere more apn arent then :
in his ovm poetry. Iowever, the strongest foctor in preventing Emerson 4
from becowing a great critic vas his ovm lack of intercst in criticisme :
I'e vented to be, and therefore vus, primarily a poet acnd philosopher, not b

,,

L

a oritice. Nevettheless, if Imerson is nob ejreat critic, he is e good

eritic and an inp-rtant critical force tlrough his influence on Fuller,
Thitmen, Burroughs, and even on some of our modern criticse. Fis criticel
judzments arc not only remorkably eccurate, but they are not inconsiderable
in quantity cnd cover almost the entire field of nineteenth century Americen
litercturees Ils criticism ronges from such well=kmown Tigwres as Iawthorne
and Thoreau to such obscure vriters as Very, Recd, ond Perciwvel, who, Zowever,
vors not unimportant in Emerson's deye Fis criticism also includes the early
rinetzonth conbury vritors like Irving and Eryent &3 well as such later men
as VWhitman and Hertas.

Ea)

Tnerson did not criticize on the bagis of art for art's scke os Toe
¢id, nor did he regard liseribure as en end in itsell us Levell dide
Trerson is & 50&d critic beoemuse his eriticisa is not debeched from life;

rather, he rclates literature to the timecs in which he lived, to science,

oulturs, politics, history, rcligion, ond econcmics, Treirsont's mes



sincere criticism apoesrs in the fragments scattered throu hout his

. . ~ N
Journals. The profescionsal boelr reviews he vroto for the T ial hLave a

tendency %o overestiinmfte American authors almest es if he were atvtunpte

ing 4o encourage the growth of Americean litcruture by praising what

v

there vese In spitec of the dcfrets of his critical theory end in spite

cf the fact he wus not primarily a cribtic, nevertheless Tmerson wns a

~

keen and senrching critic of Americun letters,
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