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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
I The Problem

A basic principle in sociology and social psychology is that the
individual acquires personality through the interaction of the organic
heritage with the social heritage. Through one's unique experiences in
social relationships he acquires habits, beliefs, knowledge, and atti-
tudes which are the basic elements in his personality. The physical
defect of deafness affects one's relationships with society and thus his
personality.

Communication through the use of commonly defined symbols——spoken
language-—is the most important means of social interaction in society.

1 manual

The deaf carry on communication primarily by the use of signs,
spelling, writing, and facial expression. Signs made with the hands
represent words, phrases, and whole ideas. Manual spelling consists of
the use of a manual alphabet by means of which words are spelled out.
Since most of the people one meets in daily social relationshiﬁs are not
familiar with these signs and the manual alphabet, the problem of communi-
cation is readily recognizable.

There are, of course, large numbers of deaf people who can talk.

Those who lose their hearing after they have acquired speech, and those

1 Signs may be either symbolic or descriptive in meaning, and in
either case, are the equivalent of the sociological term, gestures.



who have learned through a slow mechanical process, do have speech.
Much of this deaf speech, however, is unintelligible to those who are
not accustomed to it. New methods for teaching speech are being devel-
oped, but it is a small minority of the deaf whose speech is clear and
easily understood. Even those who lose their hearing in late childhood
often develop an unnatural voice, and lose much of the volume normal to
hearing people.

At the same time that he is learning speech, the deaf child is
taught to read lips. This, too, is a slow process, and again, not all
deaf children are able to become efficient lip readers. The development
of vocabulary and, hence, acquisition of the social heritage are ex-~
tremely slow during the deaf child's first few years at school. The hear-
ing child absorbs much extraneous information while listening to the
radio, the conversation of his parents, and from other auditory sources.
Thus his world expands rapidly; he acquires new words, ideas, attitudes,
and information all about him. The deaf child, on the other hand, must
learn each new word by its unique formation on the tongue, teeth, and
lips of the teacher, and from what he can read, with his limited vocab-
ulary. He knows only what he sees and can understand of what he sees,
and since his eyes mnst?constantly serve for the sense that is lacking,
he does not enjoy the further eye concentration necesséry for reading.
His eyes are tired and strained from use in school all day, and it is
not relaxing for him to pick up a book in the evening and focus his eyes
closely on the print and to try to understand the context when probably
he has never seen at least half of the words in it. Consequently, most
deaf children do not share the hearing child's delight in books. Thus,

besides his major loss of auditory perception, the second most important



avenue of learning is closed to him.

Thought patterns are formed with the use of symbols, usually in
the form of language. Without language, one may be considered mentally
deficient. The slow growth of vocabulary and language pattern of the
deaf child inhibits the maturation of his reasoning ability.l Most of
the deaf are considered to be two vears retarded mentally and five years
educationally and in language ability.2

It is recognized that the deaf child is handicapoed in the realm of
communication, and thus in the process of carrying on social interaction,
which is the basic process in the formation of personelity. The society
of the deaf--the world acquired by the deaf child--exhibits a degree of
social isolation that would be impossible to duplicate in any artificially
controlled experimental population in the world.3 The effects of this
isolation are to be seen in the personality adjustments of these children.

This psychological isolation is largely fostered by the attitudes
and lack of understanding of hearing people. Queen and Mann quote from
Harry Best4 regarding this problem of soclal distance in the handicapped.
! "Popular attitudes play an important part in the isolation of both the
blind and the deaf. Both are frequently classed as "defectives", "de-
pendent", "socially inadequate", - - -, Their state was described as

one of "hopeless darkness, wretchedness, and misery." Perhaps worst of

1 Frohm, Wilhelm, "Experiments on the Thinking of the Deaf",
Volta Review, Vol. XXXIII, July, 1931l. pp. 324-325.

2 Pintner, R., INTELLIGENCE TESTING, Henry Holt, 1931. pp. 422-23.

3 Brunschwig, L., and R. Pintner, "Some Personality Adjustments
of Deaf Children in Relation to Two Different Factors", J. of Genetic

Psychology, 1936. pp. 377-388.
4 Best, Harry, THE BLIND, pp. 274-5.
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allf&s the pity that is bestowed especially on the blind. Pity for per-

sons in a state that suggests helplessness involves social distance. It
implies lack of participation in community life.l From the point of view
of sociological processes of adjustment, this whole problem of social
distance is an element in IAdividual accommodation. Some deaf people

are able to make this accommodation so completely as to minimize the ef-

fects of their handicap in socizl distance.
II The Purpose of this Study

Because of his relative social isolation, the deaf child occupies
a unique position in his home and community. The purpose of this study
was to discover the relationship of certain factors in the home and com-
munity to the personality adjustment of children enrolled at the Michigan
School for the Deaf. They lead a comparatively sheltered life in this
residential school for ten months of every year, and the writer was in-
terested in determining what factors seem to contribute most to a favor-
able personality adjustment in the conmunity to which they must eventually
returmm, in order to make a living and homes for themselves.

The writer has been associated with the problems and personalities
at the Michican School for the Deaf for the past year and a half through
her position as social worker there. This has given her a real oo-
portunity %o become acquainted with the youngsters and their attitudes.
Through many home visits, she also learned much about the attitudes of

parents and this gave imoetus to her interest in making this study.

1 Queen, S.A., and D. *ann, Crowell Co., New York, 1925, p. 548



ITI Review of Previous Studies

Brunschwig, while a graduate student under Rudolf Pintner at Teachers
College, Columbia University, did rioneer work in the comnilation of a
versonality inventory which had language simple enough for deaf.children
to comprehend. She did not feel that adjustment inventories written for

hearing children were adaptable for use with deaf children. This study was

completed in 1936, and wes reported in the Americsn Annals of the Deaf in
March, 1937. This test was given to a selected samvle of deaf boys and
girls between the ages of nine and twenty-two vears, enrolled in a resi-
dential school for the deaf. The inventory contained 64 miltirle choice
cuestions. The following is a sample of these items:

Do you like to run &nd play?
I like to run and play very well.

I do not like to run and play.
I like to run and play a little.

Are you hapoy?

I am very havovoy.

I am not hapvy.

I am a 1little hapoy

Weighted values were given the restonses in the scoring of the test, as 0,

l; or 2 points for the answer to the guestizn. Pintner and Brunschwig came
to the following conclusions: 1. Girls tended to average better adjust-
ment scores than boys. 2. Aze had noconsistent influence on the scores of
children tested between the ages of 9 and 22 years. 3. Hearine public
school children were much better adjusted than residential school deaf child-
ren. L. Pupils taught by the oral method averaged slizhtly better scores
than ouoils in manual classes, 5, Those who had one or more deaf relatives
were better adjusted than those who had no deaf relatives.

N.N. Svrincer and S. Roslow rave the Brown Personslity Inventory for
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Children to 397 deaf and 327.hearing children, and found fiftv per cent
of the deaf to be as neurotic as the most neurotic ten per cent of the
hearing.1

Lyon gave Thurstone's Personality Schedule to 87 hirh school boys and
girls of 19 years of age, in a.residenfial school for the deaf. He found
twice as meny emotionally maladjusted youns people in this group as among
university students.2 Pintner commented that these two attempts to apply
psychoneurotic inventories constructed for hearing children make the deaf
anpear terribly emotionally unbalanced, and give an exageerated picture of
the actual situation.3

In a study by Pintner, Fusfeld, and Brunschwig, in which they altered
some guestions in thevﬁernreuter Personality Inventory, it was found that
among 126 adults, the deaf were slirhtly more neurotic and introverted, but
less dominating than the hearing.é

Mr. K. P. Bradway gave the Vineland Social-Maturity Scale to 92 pupils
in a residential school, and concluded that deafness handicaps social intel-

5

ligence by about 20 per cent.

1 Springer, N.N., and S. RosIow, "A Further Study of the Psychoneurotic
Resvonses Zf Deaf =nd Hearing Children," "J. of Educ. Psychology, XXIX, 1938.
po. 590-59 . '

2 Lyon, V.W., "The Use of Vocational and Personality Tests with the
Deaf", J. Apolied Psycholozy, XVIII, 193L. pp. 224«230.

3 Pintner, R., J. Eisenson, and M. Stanton, THE PSICHOLOGY OF THE
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED, F. S. Crofts and Co., Tew York, 1941. Ch. 5, "The Deaf".
p. 159.

4 Pintner, R., I. S. Fusfeld, and L. Brunschwig, "Personality Tests of
Deaf Adults", J. Genetic Psychology, LI, 1937. po. 205-327.

: 5 Bradway, K. P., "The Social Competence of Vear Children,", American
Annals of the Deaf, LYXXII, 1937. pn. 122-1.0.
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Pintner concluded his summery of the worit that has been done with the
deaf by saying, "Beware of using inventories constructed for the hearing."
He also felt that "deafness per se does not cause a certain tvee of verson-
ality; but does require a kind of adaptation to the world about us which is
different from that of the hearing."l

Sterhen Habbe made a study of 48 hard of hearing and 48 normal boys,
attending school in Manhatten, New York. Hefound that the hard of hearing
recognized fewer syecial problems, fewer wishes, had fewer interests, and af-
filiated with fewer organizations than the hearine boy. They had greater
screech difficulties. Mr. Habbe concluded hovever, that "the essential char-
acteristics of the well adjusted hard of hearing adolescent boys are the

2
same as any well adjusted boy".

IV Methods and Technicues

The writer studied most of the nersonality inventories that have been
standardized and recognized to have some diaznositic value, in an attempt
to find one that might be suitable for the deaf. Among those considered
were the Personality Inventory for Children, by Fred Bfown; Personality
Schedule by L.L. Thurstone and T.G. Thurstone; The Personalify Inventory
by R.G. Ternreuter; and the Adjustment Inventory by Hugh *. Tell. All of
these tests contained language too difficult for deaf children and some
aquestions pertaining to hearine. Also, it was felt that ouestions regarding

attitudes toward deafness should be incorporated in a test for the deaf.

1 Pintner, R., J. Eisenson, and M. Stanton, op. cit., po. 164

2 Habbe, “tephen, "Personality Adjustment of Adolescent Boys With
Impaired Hearing", Teachers College, Columbia University Contributors to
Education, No. 697. 1936. :
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Brunschwirs's test is the only one that has been desimed srecificelly for the
deaf, and the writer did not feel that it was adequate for her vurocoses. It
was simple enough, but contained no cuestions which misht indicate the adecuacy

of a child's acceptance of his handicap and his role in society.
Construction of the Inventory

A personality inventory was constructed, incorcorating meny cuestions
used in the stcndardized tests previously mentioned. Other guestions were
added that seemed nertinent from the writer's exverience with the deaf. The
wording of questions wes carefully considered in the lizht of the thouzht pat-
terns of the deaf, their extremely limited vocabulary, and princioles of test
construction. Rundcuest and Sletto found that peréonality scales were imoroved
very little by any scheme of statistical weirshtine, if the scale itself were
carefully devised. Added evidence on this point may be obtained from Thorndike
who quotes Bowley as follows: '"Eoviley gives a rule that is satisfactory for
most cases that occur in Dréctice, namely, to give your attention to elimin-
atinz constant errors (e.g., those in ssmvling) and not to manipulating weights."l

Rundouist and Sletto also recommended the use of an ecual number of ac-
cevtable and unacceptable items, vhich the exoerimenter here also approximated.
The acceptable items have been found to be more useful in measuring swecific,
relatively intellectualized aspects of personality, and unaccertable items are
superior in measurine emotionalized traits of fundamental imvortsnce to the

2
individual adjustment. An examgle of the writer's use >f the former is question

3

number twelve: "Do you like to work out most of your oroblems by yourself,

1 Thorndike, E. L., AN INTRODUCTION TO THE THIORY OF M:NTAL AND SOCIAL
MEASUREMFNTS. New York. Teachers' College, Columbia University, second edition,
revised, 1919. p. 212

~ 2 Rundquist, E.A., and R.F. Sletto, FERSONALITY IN THT DEPRWSSION, University
of Minnegota Press, 1936. p. 305.

3 See Appendix A for copy of the inventory constructed for this study.
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without askinz for help?", and one of the unacceptable items measuring more
emotionalized attitudes is cuestion number sixteen: "Do you often think peonle

try to cheat you because you are deaf?"

Factors to be measured. EFEach standardized test studied had a different
combination of factors to be measured. The writer selected the following six
factors for this purpose, considering them to be the most diasnostic concerning
the personslity adjustment of the deaf:

1. Self-confidence zn< general socialized attitudes. Sixty-three questions
measures this aititude.

2. Attitudes toward homc situation. Ten questions involved this factor.

3. HEmotional stability. Thirty-two questions were concerned with this
factor.

L. Attitudes of the deaf applyinz svecifically to social situvations in-
volving hearine peovle. Twelve cuestions.

5. Physical condition. Seven questions.

6. Introversion-extroversion, es.ecially in the light of their attitudes

toward their deafnesS. Forty-one items measured this factor.

The trial schedule. When the guestions had been compiled in what seemed
to be a fairly satisfactory form, five adult deaf neovle of the writer's ac-
cuaintance were given the test to fill out. They were asked to try to remember
how they felt as children, and to answer the questions as they would have at
that time. They were much interested in the test, and proved to be very co-
overative and helpful. This exverimental group mzde sugcestions for changing
the wording of some guestions, and indicated ambisuities overlooked bty the ex-

verimenter. After considerable revision, the writer asiked for two reoresentative
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pupils of about fourteen years at the Michizan School for the Deaf, one boy
and one girl. Rapport was estzblished with the-e youngsters, and the test
explained t> them. They were encouraged to ask for an explanation of any

words or whole questions they could not understand. The words they asked

were noted, and those questions rewritten in simpler form.

Reliability end validity of fhe inventory. Pearson's co-relation coef-

ficient was used in testing the schedule for reliability and validity. The
test for relizbility consisted of correlating the total scores on the odd
numbered questions with those on the even numbered items. It was assumed
that if the children vwho received hich scores on the odd questions also re-
ceived hich scores on the even items, the test would be a reliable one. then
corrected for attcnuation by the Spearman-Brown formula, the coefficient of
correlations was ‘ound to be+.86. Althoush this correlation is not as high
as many statistici ns dem:nd to assure reliability, the writer felt it would
be satisfactory zs a means of distineuishinz the most-and least-zdjusted
grounings of children.

The test for validity consisted of a comsearison of the adjustment scores
on the test with the ratings given each punil by the teschers on a grarchic
rating scale precared for this purpose.l The writer comvosed & scale of six
guestions on which the te=cher was to rate each pupil along a line of nine
points, from two for poor adjustment to 10 woints for rood 2djustment in that
item. The teacher reted the child on the scme factors that the zdjustment
inventory attemc-ted to measure. Thus the test for validity measured to what

desree the adjustment indiceted by the children's answers to cuestions ebout

themselves were consistent with the theachers!' evaluations of their adjustment.

1 See Acpencix B for a copy of the teachers! ratine scale constructed for
this study.
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The correlation coefficient was found to be+.79, which indicates a fairly
1
high validity.

Administering the Inventory

The cooveration of the superintendent, the vrincivsl, 2nd the deaf were
obtained both in the construction of the test and the plans for administering

it.

Testing situation. On the svecified day, the tests and teachers' rating

sheets were given to each teacher, ond she administered the inventory to her
class, giving oral or manual instructions, and answering cuestions freely.

Since the test was given to evervone at the same time, there were many children
who were on vocational orofects at that hour, 2nd were not under the suver-
vision of 2n academic teacher. These pupils were assembled in the dinine room,
and Mrs. Brewer, the Assistant Principal, and the experimenter walked about

the room and answered children's cuestions. This was the laregest groun, and
received the least amount of individual attention. None of the classrooms

had more than twelve pupils, so the teachers were able to zive them considereble

explanation.

Selection of pupils. The inventory was administered to all of the children
at the Michigan §chool for the Deaf who were twelve years of age and over, ex-
ceot those who were in special classes for the slow learning. This constituted
a total of 199 pupils. In scoring the tests, eisht of them were decleted from
the group beccuse they indicated a lack of comprehension of a large number of

items. This mede a total of 191 pupils tested, ranging in age from twelve to

1 See Apr-endix C for further criticel analysis of the usefulness of the
test itself.
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twenty-two years.

TAELE I

THE PUPILS TIST:D, BY SEX fIND ACE GROUPS

e — —— ——
BOYS GIRLS TOTAL
No. Per llo. Per No. Per
Cent ~ent Cent

1Z2=17 L1 30.3 3£ 38.U /5 S ek
15-17 28 35,5 33 L5.2 76  39.2

18-22 28 26.2 1L 16.8 12 22.6

Total 107 100.0 84 100.0 191 100.0

Characteristics of the samnle. Most of the children were in the lower

age groups. As seen in Table 1, 38.2 ver cent of the children were between
12 and 14 years, 39.2 ver cent were between 15 and 17 years, and only 22.6
per cent were 18 years and over. Most ol these youngsters come from very
larpge families. Thirty-two per cent of them come from families of from 6

to 12 children, 6l.2 per cent from families of from 2 to 5 children, and only

6.8 ver cent were the only child of their parents.

Statistical Presentation and Interpretation of the Data. ‘ihen the tests

had all been scored, it was found that thev ranged from scores of 36 to 71.

There was a total possible score of 80, =s there were 80 items, each one

having a value of one point toward the total adjustment score. Locical division
of the scores into three grours was mzde on the basis of a frecuency distribution
so that those having scores from 36 to L8 were labeled poorly adjusted for nur-
voses of statistical onresentation in this study. Scores from L9 to 54 were

considered the middle adjusted group, and from 55 to 71 were well adjusted.
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This made an almost equal numerical distribution of the pupils into the
three grouns: 64 poorly adjusted, 63 meking average adjustments, and 64
well adjusted.

The data at this voint consisted of the scores groured into the lower,
middle, and upver thirds, and the answers to 28 cuestions regarding the
family milieu, family interaction, adjustment in the home community, par-
ticipation in avocational activities, and vocational choice, which were
not included in the adjustment score.

Each of these 28 items is presented in a table, in relation to the ad-
Justment scores, by sex, in number and ver cent. The method of determining
the significance of the relationshio is similer to that used bv Burgess and

Cottrell in their studv of the prediction of success or failure in marriage.l

1 Burgess and Cottrell, PREDICTING SUCCESS OR FAILURE IN MARRIAGE,
Prentice-Hallj:N.Y. '39.



CHAPTTE II

FAILY MILIEU AS AN ELRMENT IN ADJUSTICIN

The family is the first and most important primary egrour of which
the child becomes a member. His status in relaztion to his parents and
siblings helps to determine in large measure his versonal interpretation
of his social heritage. Studies have been made of the relation of vper-
sonality adjustment to number of children in the family, are in relation
to the other children, and emotional stability of the parents, and some
relationship has been found. The effect of the employment of the mother,
and the loss or substitution of her role in the familv has loneg been ac-
cepted as having an adverse effect unon the stebility of the home and a
child's emotional adjustment.

Even more importent is this configurational vattern of the family
for the deaf child, whose limitations of communication and understanding
create a barrier that eliminates him from the psychic unity of this pri-
mary group. The child's separation from his family for ten months of
every vear at a residential school also serves to break down family unity.
Many of these children are almost straneers to their varents when they
return for two months of summer vacation. The deaf child is confronted
with a family in which the roles of the resvective members have been
altered and reorganized as a functioning unit without regard to his normal
status in that familv., He is forced to assume the role of a guest. In
families where there are no other deaf members, parents and siblings have
lost their use of siens and spelling durine his abzence, which further
alienates the child.

A definite relationship has been found in other studies between ad-

Justment and having deaf relatives, The best adjustment seems to be made
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by deaf childing having all hearine members in the immediate family, but
having other deaf relatives. The next largest group makine a good adjust-
ment had deaf parents, and a lesser relationship was found when there were
deaf brothers and sisters onlv. The vpoorest adjustment was made by those
having no deaf relatives at all.1

In this chapter the writer is concerned primarily with emnloyment of
the mother, the spatial configuration, and the physical and emotional
characteristics of the members of the family group in which the deaf child

functions.
I Number of Children in the Family

The boys who were well adjusted came from larger families, according
to Table IT, havine from six to twelve children, but among the girls, the
largest provortion of those who viere poorly adjusted came from this group
having numerous children. Neither of these comparisons was reliable. It
may be that the boys had to develop independence and self-reliance to keep
pace with their many hearing brothers and sisters, and this was especially
true since boys generally do find their recreation outside of the home.
The deaf girl, on the other hand, may lose her individuality in helping

with the many chores inevitable in a laree home.

IT Child's Position in the Family

An examination of Table III shows that the greatest discrepancy in
adjustment is found between the children who were the oldest and the
youngest in their respective families. Twenty per cent of the girls who

were the oldest child received high adjustment scores, whereas 39.1 per

1 Brunschwieg, L., and R. Pintner, op.cit., pp. 377-338
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cent of the girls who were the youngest child in their families received
such scores. Among the girls receiving low adjustment scores, the ratio is
reversed, so the 4O per cent who were the oldest child, and only 27.8 per
cent who were the youngest child in their families received low scores.
The same trend was to be found among the poorly adjusted boys. This would
indicate that if the oldest child is deaf, he is likely to make a poor ad-
Justment.

The rezcson for this might be that he does not receive an amount of at-
tention and understanding from his parents to facilitate his adjustment,
because of the time and attention required by the younger children. This
is not generally true of most normal children, however, who thrive on the
responsibility and self-reliance developed in assisting with the care and

training of younger brothers and sisters.

IIT Deafness of Erothers and Sisters

Some relationship is indicated in Table IV between adjustment score
and having deaf brothers and sisters. Among both the boys and the girls,
those having one or more deaf siblings were better adjusted than those
having no deaf siblings. Among those having no deaf brothers and sisters,
a larger proportion were poorly adjusted than those having siblings with
a similar handicap. The differences here, althouch consistent among both
sexes, and among all scores, were not significant. Most of the deaf sib-
lings are in school together most of the time, and all the children in
school live together as brothers and sisters, so this may account for the
fact that the effect of havine such siblings is slight. The major in-
fluence would probably be in the effect that having more than one deaf child

has on the parents. They may better understand their deaf children when
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there is more than one. Thus, the influence on adiustment is an indirect
one, in which the parents ascist the deaf child's adjustment through their
experience with more than one, rather than there being an interzctional

influence of deaf siblings on each other.

IV Deafness of Parents

Some relationship was evident among the deaf girls between adjustment
and having deaf parents. In Table V it is seen that L5.L per cent of those
who had deaf parents were well adiusted, whereas only 28.8 per cent of those
who had hearing parents were well adjusted. Such a trend, however, was not
indicated among the boys.

Apparently the girls gained in self-confidence, securityv, and whole-
some attitudes toward their handicap by having deaf parents who set an
example for them, but the boys were adversely affected by this same en-
vironment. As will be seen in a later chapter, more girls than boys seem
to accompany their parents when thev eo visitine, so it may be that the
girls spend more time with their deaf parents both at home and in visiting.
In doing this, perhaps they gain more security and adult attitudes toward
their handicap than do the boys, who find their recreation outside the
home. The differences in the percentage figures, however, were not too
reliable, probably because of the small number of those who had deaf par-

ents (only 11.5 per cent).

V Other Deaf Relatives

Table VI shows some relationship between adjustment scores and having
deaf relatives outsicde the immediate family. More of the girls who had

deaf relatives were well adjusted, and a larger percentare of the boys
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who had none were poorlv adjusted. The sample was probably too small to
show any significant trend, althourh Brunschwig and Pintnerl concluded

that deaf relatives outside the immediate family had a greater associa-

tion with hapriness than deafness of any closer relatives.

VI Employment Status of Mother

The relationship between having a mother who is absent from the home
a great deal, and the poor adjustment of children is widely accepted. In
Table VXYY this -peneralization is again verified. A larger provortion of
the poorly adjusted children had mothers who were emploved outside the
home, than those whose mothers remained at home. This was more true of
the boys than of the girls. There was no reliable difference, however.,
Possibly the greater effect on the boys of the mother'!s absence from
the home is to be explained in the closer reélationshio between mothers and
sons than between mothers and dauchters—~the relationship called the
Oedipus coﬁplex by Sigmund Freud. Vhen a mother must spend many hours
each day in gainful emplovment, the children suffer from neglect and lack
of guidance and attention. When she returns home, tired, and with too
many neglected household duties still awaiting her, she can hardly show
a dynamic interest in better understanding her deaf child. The detrimental
effects of the emvloyment of the mother probably would be even more serious

if the deaf child were living at home all of the time.

VII Emotional Stability of Mother

In answer to the question, "Is your mother very nervous?", the girls

1 Toc. cit.
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indicated a marked effect of mother's nervousness upon adjustment score.
Among those who felt that their mothere were not nervous, 39.7 ver cent
received high scores, while only 12.5 per cent of those who thought their
mothers were unstable emotionally received high scores. A hizh provortion
received low adjustment scores among those who considered their mothers to
be nervous. The boys showed a similar trend, but the difference was not a
reliabie one for this group. UWhen the boys and girls are considered to-
gether, there is a statistically reliable association between adjustment
and emotional stability of mothers.

Each child may define "nervousness" differently. However, the descrip-
tion of one who is impatient and easily upset and worried, would probably
come within most people's definition as basic characteristics of such a
person. <Sfuch a mother misht conceivably contribute to insecurity and with-
drawal of any child, but on the other hand, a maladjusted younester might
imagine his mother to be a source of irritation to him. Many children who
know their mothers to be nervous adopt the same characteristies, considering

it inevitable that he should be like his mother.

VIII Emotional Stability of Father

In response to a similar cuestion about their fathers, a larrger pro-
portion of the children felt that this parent was stable than so responded
regardine their mothers. The same trend is to be found in this table as in
Table VIII, but the association is not a reliable one. It is part of the
cultural pattern that women are nervous and men are expected to be stable.
Possibly it never occurred to the children to think of their fathers as

being nervous, for this reason, unless the condition was very marked.
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Summary

In this chaoter were considered the confisurational pattern of the
deaf child's family and the possible effects of this unique pattern on
personality adjustment. The following is a summary of the findinss from
a study of the tables compiled for this chapter.

The well adjusted boys came from larpge families having from six to
twelve children. Being one of a very laree family was adversely related
to adjustment scores among the girls, however. The greatest discrevancy
in adjustment scores was found béestween the children who were the youngest
and the oldest in their respective families. Those deaf boys and girls
who were the youncest among their siblings made better adjustment scores
than the older ones. A significant positive relationship was found between
adjustment scores and having deaf brothers or sisters. Deaf girls vwith deaf
parents made better adjustments than those with hearing parents.

The employment of mothers had a detrimental effect on deaf boys. The
well adjusted children did not feel that their mothers were nervous, and the
poorly adjusted thought their mothers were nervous. This was a reliable as-
sociation, and the trend was more marked among the girls than among the boys.
The same trend is to be found regarding the emotional stability of fathers,

but is not so pronounced.



CHAPTER III
FAMTLY INTERACTION AS AN ELEMEMT IN ADJUSTMINI

The family is considered here as a groun of interacting versonalities.
Blatz, in his study of the Dionne quintuplets,l has demonstrated the import-
ance of interaction in the personality development of young children. The
child's environment does not.consist primarily in his ohysical surroundings,
nor in spatial relationshins, per se. It is the psychic interaction of a

[
person-to-person character which is fundamental in the formation of attitudes,
beliefs, habits, and desires.

Playing with brothers and sisters, bringins friends home, family unity
in visiting, recreation, around the dinner table, and svecific treatment of
the children, all reoresent situations in which interaction is on the psychic
level. A study by L. H. Stott came 2 to the conclusion that each of these
factors is sienificant in the development of personality among adolescents.
The concept of primary group is not limited by spatiel considerations, how-
ever. Throuch writineg letters, intimate wnrimary group contacts may be main-
tained, and thereby the vsychiczl aspects of the family may be nrojected into
an institutional environment.

The limitations of communication with the deaf child increase the vos-

sibilities for him to assume a special role in the family, wnich may lead to

problems of personality adjustment.

1 Elatz, W. E., THE FIVE SISTERS, kew York, ¥W. Morrow and Co., 1938.

2. Stott, L. H., The Relation of Certain Factors in Farm Family Life to

Personality Develooment in Adolescents. University of “Nebraska A«rlculturPl
Experiment Station Research Bulletin 106, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1938.
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I The Child's Ability to Communicate

The teacher was asked‘to indicate at the end of her rating of each
student, whether the intellieibility of that youngster's sveech was good,
fair, poor, or very poor. This, of course, left considerable discretion
to the teachers as to what constitutes "good" in distinction from "fair"
sveech, for example, among a mixture of children, some of whom have never
been able to hear the natural voice, others who are only hard of hearing,
and more who learned to speak before they lost their hearing. Better speech
is expected of the latter grouns than of those who are totelly deaf and
never could hear.

In Table XA, an examination of the trend in ability to smneak shows
that, as one proceeds from rood to poor, the nrovortion of those who are
poorly adjusted increases until those whose speech is very vpoor is reached,
where the prowortion decreases markedly among thg boys, énd to some degree
where both sexes are considered tosether. Of the boys who had poor soeech,
60 ver cent were poorly adjusted, whereas those having very poor sveech in-
dicated only a smell vroportion as making a poor adjustment. This -difference
is a reliable one.

Some explanztion of the teaching methods used at the Michigan School for
the Deaf may clarify these findings. There are three types of method used:
the auriculzr, oral, and manual.

The auriculer classes are for hard of hearing children, in which hearine
sids sre used to assist in the leariineg of speech and to train the vse of the
residual hearine vhich they possess. Lip reading is also taurht, in connection
with the usual subjects.

The oral clzsses are for children having a hearing loss so great as to
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make coiiinued use of a hearins aid imsracticcl. In these orcl classes the
reruler subjects are tzurht throuch the use and teachine of speech and lip
readine.

The manual classes are teurh: vrimarily with the use of manuel soelling
es vreviously descrited. Some time between the second and fourth years of
school, those who make unsetisfactory prosress under oral or auricular in-
struction are gradually regrouved into classes where sveech end lip reading
are used at a minimum, #nd communication is by writine, snellines, and some-
times by sions. HNo more time is wasted in attempting to force these young-
sters to learn to speak, when it has teen demonstrated thet their sveech will
never be intelligible. Much misunderstndineg has arisen in assuming that all
children vho can not learn specch and liv readings easily are slow-learning.

1l
Threstors in recent years have refuted this longc-acceoted theory. In 1lip
reading, no one can read every syllable formed on the:lius, but catch every
third or fourth svllable at best, 2nd fill in the intervenine syllebles from
the context of the conversation, and from the exwression on the speaker's face.
Meny peoole are unable to do this, end must see everv vord in orcder to be
certain of the meanine. This inability to interrolate is not a deficiency,
but an indication of one pattern of thinkine.

The writer fecls that perhaps the explanation for the findinss in Table
XA is that all of the children tested, except those in the grouo havine very

poor speech, were in oral classes. This assumotion is verified in Table XB,

where it is shoim that only 25 ver cent of the children having poor speech

ére in menusl classes, vherees 93,2 per cent of those havine very poor speech

~ 1 In a personcl letter from Stcohl Butler, Su-~ervising Director o?r.
Instruction at the Michigan School for the Deaf, this statement is verified.
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use the msnuel means of commuiication. Uood speech micht well be associzted
with a hap.y adjustment in school, but the child whose speech is poor, but
who must still sit in an oral class with others whose speech is much better,
well knows from the constent correction and attention eiven to his inaderuate
speech, that he is not doing well, and mi-ht very easily become discouraged
and maladjusted. However, the child whose speech is considered hopeless is
out in a manwml clas-, and without the pressure put on him to use his voice
in order to exmress himself, he soon increases his vocsbulary, his enjoyment
of school, zad his feelings of security.

The writer feecls that the tendency in classifyine children is to keep
them in oral classes, even though their speech is voor, because the teachers
have been trained in special education to maintain a loyalty to the suneriority
of the oral method. This may do a grave injustice to the children, and, as
has been showvn in this table, mav have a realeffect on their adjustments.
This conclusion has becn cubstantisted by the writer's conversations with

various teachers at the school vho have oral classes.

ITI Playine :ith Brothers and Sisters

The cuestion of whether or not these deaf children played with their
hearing brothers and sisters while at home was chosen as a factor ﬁossibly
related to their adjustﬁent at home, and as the first ste»n in their ac-
commodation to associating with hearing people.

Table XI does not show a consisteﬁt relation betwecn adjustment and
this factnor, however., wore of the bors vho rvlayed with their brothers nd
sisters were well z-justed than poorly adjusted,‘but the eirls indicated a

relationshin in the opposite direction. The larcer wrovortion of the children



0°0NT G°CZ 0°CE ©'¢8 QLT  ONT 4°Cq $°C¢8 A 06 12 NUT R TQ L' G'GR Gh TS3CL

0°0CT 0°9¢ 0°8]Y 0°a¢ € 00T 000 n*Nne 00k T 00T 0°0T L°GT ¢~ GT SLOLIBTY (U
sIoysods. Uat

r

Av1 g0 o0

0°NOT Q°Ce T*¢e T*°ee TGT NOT €©°Q¢ &E°TC G*°AZ T4 00T 2°Te c*2a @2 (O SO G ETT
LU SdeyiOul
Uit asT..
T R - - . ; < - - - - - * o~ - e - 'R L e
..H, Lo/ S 1es ‘ C)r Sk P v C.rr I.Pr,ﬂrhr WY d i Ob,,r
STy e s eSS R
Lidqu b Coun IRV R SOYL Liate.n/  Cotl
R N T ST oA
1H<rLr\:LL . mnHr{rr‘ mwog
S e -, ¢ - o (o e T — I - L . v L
PRGN e e Nl [P L G S Cmmsa, wve Mol i D Ca s Casedlonsl dow k,rCHrL Soadiee oo



P

- L
tested seemed to vlay with their heazring ciblincs. This may be expleined by
the fact thet heerin. children pick uv sifns =nd spelline much more ropidly

than their parents do, end thus facilitate communication with their deaf

IIT ‘veseee oo o4 dn crin-io - 0yl onde Eoue

— —

dost deaf children ere rather lonesome while at home durin- vecations,
end loox forwzrd to the reovening of school. This is true esnecizlly of thnse
children who have no deef relatives who understand and can communicete easily
with them. Al:o, since the larser wvronortion of thum live on forms or in
sm2ll tovms, where there are no other deaf veorle for monv miles, it is a hannhy
occasion when a friend from school c¢3n come to visit them. Thus Lhe writer
felt that those verents who c:in nnderstsn’ snd anpreciste the de=2f child's
utter loneliness, =nd will make the effort, of invitins an extra deaf child
to come to stay for a few days or more, mizht well be contributine to his
catisfactions and hzppiness at home.

Table XII compricses the recvonses to the cuestion, "Do your porents
like to hzve you bring your friends home?" Thz poorly adjiustecd zirls showed
the most siesnificsnt resvonse to this cuestion. Of those vhose parents al-
lowed them to bring friends home, only 20.6 per centi were noorly adjusted,
vhereas 72.7 ver cent of those who did not brins their Iri-nis home were
poorly adjusted. The boys indicated the ceme response. “hen vhe boys and
girls are considered torether, the poorly adjiusted eroup azain show a relishble
relation between adjustment and feelinzs that their friends were welcome et
home.

Since most of those who had dcaf relatives were well adjusted, it may

be thet it is not so importent for this sroun to have deaf friends come home,
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end thus their adjustment was not so closely releted to this factor.

IV Familial Contacts with the Child at School: Letters from Home

— T am—

It is important to msintain the w=sychic unity of the fomily wbile the
child is avay at school. Home ties are =oon lost if the family does not sus-
tain the child's natural dependence end filial devntion to this orimary grouv.
The most freouent plea the writer must m~ke in her cvrecent cavacity of rerresentins
the school to the homes, is to write to their children more often. Many aslk de-
s 2irinely what they can say in their letters. How much has the v-rchic unity
of the family broken down, when a parent has nothing to sey to his child? The
fie~f child's extremely limited vocabnlary and vwoor conception of lanpuage pattern
is only too evident to the parents, who receive at least one letter every two
weexs from him, a stilted, carbled letter, containinz many corrections by the
tezcher,

The response to a multivle choice aquestion regardineg the frecuency with
which they receive letters from varents was comnlicated by confusion =25 to the
time element involved, :nd wide variations in fre~uency of writine bv the same
nafents. For instance, scveral letters mev be written within two or three weeks
vrecedinc Christmas vacation, in meking plins for the child's tronsovortation
home, but long lavses occur from January to June when "there is nothine to say."

In exemination of Table XIII shows that here, asrin, the =siesnificent dif=
ferences occur in the column of poorlv adijvsted children. The iess frecuently

letters are received, themore voorly adjusted children are clustered in that

grouv. +here the sexes ere combined, 53.1 »er cent of those who received one

letter in one to threes months were noorlv adjusted, wherees only 30.7 ver cent

of those who received a letter each wesk were voorly adjusted.
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In checking on some of thesz responses, it was found that som- children
vho never receive letters from home, accordine to the houseo»rents, had checked
one of the choices indicatinz that thev did receive letters. ¥ishful thinkine
on their pert, or a reluctance to admit that they never hear from home are

vrobable reasons for this inaccurate res-onse. This probably crevents an even

hisher relation from appearins on tne tabie.

V Fandiiicl Contects with tne Chilcé ot fchool! Spendine iioney

In the metter of spending money, again warents have unfortunately neglected
their deaf children. Many »f them send their children in Seotember with clothes
and a little money to a school where they will receive rood food, housing, and
medical care, 2t no cost to themselves. Nothine more is heard from some narents
until November or December, when frantic letters are received bv the Dean, asking
why thev have not heard from their children for sever:1 weeks. Upon inve:tigation,
it is learned in most cases thet the child has not even had money to buy 2z stamp
to mail the letters written in s-hool. Manv parentslearn far too early that the
state 111 not a3llow their children to fo unclothed, even thourh their parents
neglectthem, They lose comnletely any sense of recuonsibility for their children.
On the other hand, there are others who suffer beczuse their parents have a sense
of zuilt that their children must be educated awesy from home, znd they can not
fulfill their narental resvonsibilities of carineg for them, according to the cultural
vattern. They constantly find fault vith the &chool, develovins vicious suspicions
in 2n attemnt to comnensate for this zuilt. It is worth notine that 33 per cent
of the samvle tested stated that they never rcceive money from home.

Table XIV shows some of he s»me descrevancies that the previous table

exhibited, because of Tluctuations in emounts of money, lack of rerular allowences,
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the kind of expenses that the children zr:z exvected to defray with it,
and a desire to aonoear to have more money than one actuzlly has. In
checking with the housevarents, it was found that the boys showed more
tendency to this kind of wishful thinkine than the girls.

An association of statistical sienificance was found among the girls
in all three eroups of scores, in relation to the amount of money the re-
ceived from home. Among the girls in this semple who racsive three dol-
lars ver month, or more, 80 per cent were well adjusted, whereas only
13.8 per cent of those who received no money from home were well adjusted.
Xmong those who received money from home, 20 per cent were poorly adjust-
ed, and 48.3 ver cent of those who had no money were poorly adjusted.
Those zirls receiving uo to three dollars oer month had intermediate rro-
portions among the well adijusted and roorly adjusted, thus indicatine a

ronsistent trend,
VI Confiding in Mother

The children tested were asked, "Do you often tell your mother
about wvour joys and troubles?" Rapvort between mother and child at
this level is relatively elementarv, so it is enlirshteninz to note that
32.9 per cent of the samovle replied to the effect that they do not con-
fide in their mothers to this extent (Table XV). This is consistent with
the previous findings of parents! disinterest in writing to their phildren,
and the difficulties of communication.

The discreosncy in scores is great, however, and no consistent trends

are evident. It is possible that the cuestion wzs not understood by miny

children.
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VII Parents! Partiality Toward the Ceaf Child

In answer to the uuestion, "Do your rarents sive you more thinss
than theygzive your brothers "nd sisters?®, 67.5 ver cent did not feel
that their parents did so (€zble YVI). There was no rsliable relation-
ship between adjustment and such feelines, and the bovs and girls in-
dicated ovsosite tendencies. More of the boys who felt there was no
partiality were well adjusted, whereas the rirls felt they had more than
their siblings were well adjusted.

It is probable that these deaf children are not conscious of any
vartiality toward them, but rather have learned to ex:ect special con=-
sideration because of their handicap. Xiany varents admit that they have
vampered and spoiled the deaf child because they feel sorry for him.
Much of this oversolicitous attention began ouite naturally during the
- child's severe illness that caused his deafness, and continued after

he had recovered.

VIII Parents' Favoritism Toward Brothers and Sisters

In Table XVII, the cuestion, "Do your brothers and sisters have
better clothes and thinzs to pvlay with than youhave?", received the
same generz2l response of lack of recogmition of favoritism in either
direction, and no consistency of res»onse between boys and girls. To

this cuestion, 70 per cent of the children responded that there was no

favoritism.
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IX Having Family Meals

Llthough the cuestion of the whole family eating meals tocether
was found to be sisnificant in Jioti's stuwly, the writer did not find
such a relationship smong the deaf children =tu-iiccd, as showm in Table
XVIII. The small sample :nd its insufficient data vrobably cccount for

this, as well cc the fact that these children are home such a short time.

X Going Visitine 33ita Ferents

In contidering the data riven in Table XIX, two factors are to be
noted regarding those wvho said they do not go visiting with their par-
ents. The writer vronoses that it is vrobab'y more significant if the
deaf child stays at home alone, while the broather= ond sisters go visit-
ing with the parents, than if it is the fumily's custom ihat none of the
children accomnany them. This hyoothesis was borne out in ~enerel, but
is most cvronounced amone both bovs and girls in the well adjusted erouv.
There is a creater vpercentace differeice between those who go visiting
and those who do not , but whose siblinss do, (39.2 wor cent == 20 ver
cent) than betwsen those who go visitine, and whose brothers =nd sisters
stay at home with them. (39.2 per cent -~ 25 per cent.) This difference
is indicative, but not st=tistically cignificant.

Most of the children do go visiting with their parents, btut a larser

nercentare of the girls than the boys do so.

XI Family Group Recreation

For Table XX, the children were asked to check, on a list of activities
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50
those in which their vhole fcmilies varticinsated togzether. Since almost
every child checked rome activities, the resoonses wers grouned by number
of activities checked, from one to five, and from six to eleven. The
most significant responses were amone the voorly adjusted girls, =where 50
per cent of those whose families spent only a little time together were
voorly adjusted, and only 25.6 ver cent of those whose families seemed to
enjoy a great deal of their recreation together were roorly adjusted.

The same trend is to be seen amone the bovs, but is not so marked. The
usual vattern of the boys bresking away from family ties and activities to

f€an~ recreation may be indicated to be true among deaf boys, also, since

thev did not seem to be much affected by lack of family unity in recreation.

XIT Quesrreline of Parents

Anicable relations beﬁween the parents seems to affect the deaf
girls more than the boys (Table XXI). Only 6.7 per cent of the girls
who felt that their varents did not get along were well adjusted, while
37.3 ver cent of those whose parents did not cuarrel were well adjusted.
This difference is a reliable one. Then boys and zirls are considered
as a group, a significant difference is found among the noorly adjusted.
Yhereas 50 per cent of the children vhose parents cuarrel were poorly
adjusted, only 30.3 per cent of the children of havpily adiusted pzrents

were poorly adjusted themselves.

XIII Summary

Factors affectineg the nsvchic interaction of deaf children with their
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53
parents and siblines were considered in this chaster. In gener:l, these
factors seem to affect the girls more than th= boys.

Those children havine good sneech indicated better adjustment than
those having fair or noor speech, but the childrcn havin~ very voor
speech a2lso indicated eood adjustment. More of the bovs who played with
their brothers and sisters at home were well adjusted than not.

2 reliable positive associatisn is to be seen between poor adjust-
ment and infreguent letters from home. There is a sienificant positive
relationshin among the girls between adjustment and amount of svending
money received from home. Of the children tested, about one-third said
they did not often tell their mothers 2bout their joys and troubles.

Deaf children do not feel that their verents treat them differently from
their hearine brothers end sisters.

Girls who went visiting with their parents were better adjusted than
those who did not. Deaf girls whose families srment little time in recrea-
tion tocether tended to be poorly adjusted. Children who felt that their

parents auarreled a great deal were more pjoriv adjusted than those who

felt their varents were hapnily adjusted.



CHAPTIR IV
PARTICIPATION IN THE HJIZ CYIRUNITY As A JD702NT T wogvsiltlnim

The child's orientation to the community through neighborhood and
local playzround activities is at first merely an extension of his pri-
mary group coantacts which originated in his home and family. However,
through these extended contacts, he enters 1into associations of a
secondary nature, hereby he comes in contact with children and adults
who do not know that he is deaf, and who have made no concessions for
his handicap. In his relativelv protected familv eroun, he has learned
to exoect a unioue role and status, which is based on a recognition of
his handicap by others and some degree of apr-recisztion of it, by them.

Through the deaf child's unigue exveriences, he defines his role
in the larcer egrouv: These earlv exweriences with groups outside the
family are of crucial impvortance because attitudes acnuired at this
time may be projected onto society in general. In these first commnity
contacts, the child may meet veovle who show vityv or svmoathv for his
handicao, or children who ridicule him for his sizns, gestures, and
facial exuvressions, and latel him "Dumy", or others who are imnatient
with his inability to make himself understood. He will then define
his role in society in accordance with the manner in which reotle have
reacted to his handicavo.

In this chapter, the writer is concerned with the child's versonal-
ity adjustment in relation to his ability to return to his home community
for the summer months and enjoy normal extra-family social relationships

there.
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I Participztion at Local Pl-vrrounds

D S ————

In connection vith the ouestion recardine his use of plaverounds, each
child tested was asked whether or not there was a public nlavzround within
ten blocks of his home. In compiline the table, the responses of those vho
had no playground facilities were omitted from consideration.

The most sigﬁificant difference in Table XXII is found among the voorly
adiusted and middle adiusted egroups of girls. Of those who did not use ;he
local playgrounds, 56.2 per cent were poorly adjusted, and only 23.1 per cent
of those who looked for recreation among normal children were poorly adjusted.
Those who made scores in the middle groun on the adjustment scale showed a
sienificant difference in the opvoosite direction. Of the girls who use the
playeround, 42.2 ver cent received averagze scores, whereas only 18.8 per
cent who did not use the playerounds fell into this group.

A much lareer pro-ortion of the boys used the local playeround facilities
than the girls, and showed no reliable relation with adjustment. When boys
and girls are grouved together, however, a sienificznt association is seen be-
tween adjustment and the use of playgrounds. Fifty ver cent of the youngsters
who did not participate in such commnity recreation were voorly adjusted,

vhereas only 26 per cent of those who did so had low adjustment scores. These

findings are in accordance with those of a study as rerortsd in the Volta Review,

in which public playground activity was found to be of ereat value in the ad-

Justment of a deaf boy vho had been a rezl vwroblem.

1 Anon.; "A Deaf Boy on his Ovm", Volta Review, October, 1938.

1
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IT Association of the Child With the Neighbors

A deaf child's ability to incluce his neichbors in his social world
is 2nother step in enlzrging his social frame of reference. In answer to
the cuestion, "Do you like to talk vith the neiehbors when vou are at
home?", the boys and eirls indicated oprosite tendencies (Tzble XXIII).
There was a negative associatioﬁ amone the boys between adjustment and
visiting with the neighbors, but the girls who did so indicated better
adjustment than those who did not. None of thes: comparisons were sta-
tistically reliable.

These children are zt home only a small oart of each year, end pos-
sibly the difficulties of communication and the limitations of their
social consciousness amone hearing neo»nle negate the amount and value of

any social particivation during such a short period.

IIT Swmer WorkActivities in the Home Community

It is difficult for deaf voungsters to obtain summer Jobs because
of the very limited number and kinds of work they can do, and the reti=-
cence of wmoloyers to hire the deaf., However, these children are trained
in good work habits zt s:chool, =nd those vhose parents do not furnish them
with adecuate clothes and other needs, are encourared to anvly for work on
the school's puvil-payroll plzn. Others obtain work takine care of chilc-
ren, doing housework, washinz cirs, choveling snow, or caring for lawns
for emoloyees and townsoeorle of Flint. ®he time spent #nd imoortance
attached to their vocational training 2lso contribute to moke these deaf
children emnloyment-conccious.

Table XYIV indicates that 75 ver cent of the boys and 63.4 per cent
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of the girls have earned money vhile at home during the summer. No attempt
was m2de to learn how much money they earned, the lencth of time employed,
or the kind of work they did. "he greatest differences occurred among the
middle and voorly adjusted students, for both boys and egirls. Among the
boys who have viorked, 34.7 rer cent were noorly adjusted, and 27.2 of those
who had not worked received low scores. The tendency was reversed for those
who received hi-her scores, so that the larger rronortion of those vho had
not worked fell into the medium and well adjusted groucs. The girls' scores
again showed an oovosite tendency from that of the bovs, so that the larser
vercentagze of those who had not wor'ted were wvoorly zdjusted, and more of
those who had worked received medium scores. These differznces were not
reliable, however. It is -ossible that since most of them have -iorked hile
at school, there would be no loric:l relationshin between workins and ad-
Justment. They would probably all work if they had the onportunity to do so
in their homs commnity. 3ince according to this teble, =°nd in society in
general, fewer zirls work than boys, it is only the girls with more init-
ative and self-confidence ~who +will try to find ork. The small number in
the sample may account for the factthat the relationshin betiween earning

money #nd adjustment score was not higher among the sirls.

IV Play Associations xith Hearing Children in the Home Commnuity

Closely connected with the social varticivation shovn in the use of
playerounds and visiting with the neighbors is the cuestion o whether or
not the deaf child vlavs vith hearinechildren. In anv such interaction be-
tween deaf and hearing persons, many inconveniences arise, 'nd scecial at-
tention and concessions must be -ivento the deaf child, which, if not thourht

fully handled, are irritating to both the deaf and the hearine children. For
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examrle, the deaf child's attention con not be calied from a distence, but
someone must be close enourh to touch him to attrzct his attention. ZIvery-
thing of imoortance that is being szid must be relayed and interpreted to
the deaf child by sims or by steakins very slowily -nd distinctly. If his
handiczp is forgotten Tor a while, .nd the others tzlk on at some leneth,
leavine the deaf member to his own thoughts, he ocuickly becomes bored, ir-
ritated, or resentful. Such nczligence occurs frecuently, even 2mong
thoughtful adults who have been with the deaf a sreat deal. It can easily
be seen how the recitition of many such unhacpy episodes causes deaf veovle
to avoid hearins comrony, and to become extremely clinnicsh. Then there
are only deafl pzoule cresent, they con relax in the use of their own nat-
ural lencuzge, =isns,and no one feels that he is beinz smitted fr-m the
group, or wonders if the others are talking about him.

For Table XXV the children were asied, "Do vou play with any hea-ing
chidren besides your ovm brothers znd sisters when you are at home?"
Among the girls who replied that they did so, 34.4 rer cent were well ad-
Justed on the inventory, and only 20 ver cent of those ~tho did not rlay
with hearing children were w~1ll adjusted. Amoneg the voorlvadjusted girls,
this relation<hip was also anparent, since 44 per cent »f those who did
not mix with the hearingwere noorly adjusted 2nd onlv 32.8 per cent of
those who gave an affirmetive answer r=ceived low scores. This difference
is not outside the limits of chance, but does corresvond with the findings

in regard to other forms of socisl varticiration in the home community.

The data collected in this chapter concernine the relationshiv of
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social particiration in the home commmity to : erson:zlity adjustment have
shown the follovins trends:

Boys and rirls who did not wvariicipatein activities at local play-
grounds were not as well ~djusted 25 those who did so. Girls vho enjoyed
visitineg with the nei:htors made the best adjustment, whereas the boys
seem to have been adversely affected by such social wctivities. Most of
the boys and pirls had worked end earned monev during the summer. The
girls indicated some positive re‘ation<hin between such worik and adjust-

m=nt, but the bovs did not show any essociation in this matter.



CHASTER V

PARTICIPATION IN AVOCATIOWAL »C11vI:I=s 18 IM LLELNT ADJUTTLLT

An imcortant es-ect of a rersont's adiustment is his eability to enjoy
and particirate in wholesome activities durines his svare time. All child-
ren cevelovo a vworld of fantasy and vnreality into ~hich they withdraw to
some derree throughdavdre-mine and in various hi-hly imeginative play
activities. The desirability of directing these natural activities into
growth exwveriences is recoenized by child nsychologists.

No studies have bexn made o7 deydresming amonz the deaf, althoush

1

some assum:tions have been mede.  The observations of the vriter tend to
substentiate the belief that deaf children are even mor: trone to withdraw

. !
into:a world of unreality, because the limitations of their sense necrce-t-
ions decrease the lixlihood of their attention beine dravn to the realities
around them. Their dayvdreams are not distrubed by exiraneous noises. filso,
the steady concentrztion reisired to maintain contzct with reality through
visual percsntion is exceedinrly fatisuing. Thus, random daydreaming is an
easy escane.

This chanter is concerned vwith the relationshir» betveen adjustment and
interest in reading, dramatics, and extra-curricular athlctics, which the
writer feels to be imrortant ex=mvles of the holesome activities into
which the deaf child's physical and rsychic energsy mizht well Te directed

in fosterias the growth and develooment of his rerson=lity.

1 Raser, Harie A., Ph. D., The Relation of Home ond School, The Volta

Bureau, 3achinst-n D.C., June 30, 1938,
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I Fesin~ for Pleccure

The zirls seem to showr 2 nositive relntioncshin tetreen cdjustmeant

[0]

and enjoyment o7 reoadine sccordine to Table XFVI, in that /2.3 =er cen
of those who indicsted that thev did not crrs about rezdinz were noorly
adjusted, whereezs onlv 23,3 cer crat of those ho id read iere roorly
adjustcd. Amonc the bovs, hovwcver, 36.3 ' r cent of those :nho unjoved

readiaz were woorly siiustel, and a smeller nercentz-cc, (22.9) vho 2id
not read in their l-i:zure time were voorly adjusted. Thase differences
were small znd not simi“icant.

It is ouite »robable that these deaf chidren consider readins comic
strirs 'nd hishly illustratod booics cbout cowic stric cherscters the ecuiv-
alent ol reacins booke, zc that 1s the extent of most of their lelsure

tim: readinz. This wzs clearly showm in evtensive nbservation of these

W

children ©tv the writer, =2nd in talics with housecarents. This exvwl-nation
of the xind of readins cnjoved by these chilfren mey account for the lzck
of significance of the response. A1l children cnjov comic strics, =nd zl-
thourh they are not harmful, they do not heve ths educationsl ~nd zttitude-

builidine v:lues that are usuzlly as-ociated with ool books.

I Dremetd

15

Play-ucting offers vast ovrortinities for self-exvression «nd the
vert srtisfaction of yi:zh?ul iders. Amon~ the zirls who seid ther enjoved
setins in vlevs, (Teble XYVII) 39.2 ner cent received scores in the middle
groun, nd only 13.5 zer cant o7 thoso who 7id not enjov zctine vere in

this eroup. Thic wes 2 r-olisble diflfersnce. [fmonzt the voorly ~diusted
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rirls, on ihe other hand, 20.L per cent of those who like cevine were
voorly adjusted, wherezs L8.2 per cent, a much larcer procortion, of those

who rave a necative response to this ~ctivity were poorly ediusted. The

Q.

bors, however, showed a nesative reoletionshio betveen adjustment enjoy-
ment of drematics This nerrtive association was nnt a relizble one.

Dezf veocle tend to dromatize a2ll situations by the very form of their
lanruesre--sims nd restures, so that vantomime is cuite ecsy for them.
For this rcoson, thev have more op ortunity to usethis form of self-exnres-
sionthan most hecring children dc, because ihey act out most of their deily
conversations, The f2ct that this is such a naturzl rert of deaf reovle's
lives mey account for the lack of more conzistent relationshic between in-
terest in actin. in pleys o¢nd adjusiment as chown by the deaf children
studied here. It.is also possible that many of the younser children have

&

had little opnortunity to varticinate in the school plays, so that no as-

\

sociation of their interest in =ctine would b= ey—ected, if there were no

ovportunity for it
III Athletics

A number of extra-curricular sports are offered at the Michieren 8chool
for the Deaf. A 1list of them was siven, and the children were asked to
check the ones in which they particinated. For purvoses o7 tabulation,
the responses were rroured into those who checked from three to five
sports, one to two snorts, and those who did not checik zny of them, as seen
in Table XXVIII.

Among the bovs, 33 ver cent of those who checked from three to five

svorts were poorly adjuste’, a sm:ller rercentece, (30.5) of those who
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justed, and only 26.4 per cent of

checked one or two sports were porrly adj
those who did not enraze in any zthietics after school were poorlwv adjust-
ed. This would indicate that the more games one particireted in, the more
likelv he was to be poorly adjusted. Among *he ~irls, the ssme trerd is

to be seen in the well adjusted column. None of these relationships is

relizble. In =2nswcrings the cuestion, the tendency may have been to checik
a svort that they vnlayed ance or twice, but not consistently. If this was

done, there could be no real zrowth exverience to bs exnected in having

rarticipated in such socizl activities only a few times.
IV Summarv

This chapter was concerned with narticin@tion in wholesome avoca-
tional activities and their part in thc personality develovment of deaf
children. Its findings show that the sirls who did not enjoy reading
were less well adijusted than tunse who liked books. Girls who <4id not
enjoy actine in rlavs tended to be less well adjusted than those who did
g0, There seemed to be a nersative ass-ciation between adjustment and
participetion in extra-curricular athleticsamong both boys =znd rirls.
Lack of interest in e=ch of these avocatisnol pursuits had a marked as-

societion vith voor adjustment.



CHAPTER VI

YOCATIONAL CHOICRS OF ToUr CHILDH=N AS AN KLEMIIT IN w0JUOILAT

The choice o7 a vocation is an important step in the zrowth of youth,
and is an indication of his owm definition of his role in societv.

For the deaf child, this definition of his role is verticulerly im-
portant, because he must sooner or later accent the fect that his choices
are limited by his handicav, azs well a2s by economic considerations in ob-
taining the necessery treining, the kinds of work available in his home

community, 2nd his own aptitudes and camabilities.

I Limitations of Choices for the Deaf

A hearing handicap limits considerably the kinds of work a verson
can do. 7The deaf are not able to hold any positions in which it is neces-
sary to meet ithe public, use & telephone, or takedit-tion or other lengthy
instructions verbally. This means that most of fhem must work vwith their
hands, and excludes th:m from most of the vrofessions excepnt the ministrv
end teaching, both of nhich cen be vprictised only ~mong the deaf, of course.

In gener: 1, most dezf boys in ulichiran co into factory wori of some
kind, -nd the brirhter ones'are ziven treining in a siilled trade, either
at school, or vith the help of the State Devartment for Vocational Fduce=-
tion. Manv more work on farms or in otkherfarmc of manucl lobor. Comnara-
tively few sirls and boys are encouraced to ro rfo college and *trzin for
teachine vositions in schools for the deaf. The girls are more limited
beczuse the usual avenues of clerkinq, stena>eravhy, :nd cosmetolosy are

closed to thcm, Most of the deaf girls find work in factories, doins
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dressm>kinrs, or housc..oriz. i fei ere able to find employment in tyrins
or bookkeeuwins in lerce office: wherc thelr routine work does not include

the necessity for answering the telervhone, takings dictation, or beine a

receptionist.

A wide variety of resconses was obtained to *the question of +het
kind of wor« they expect to do when th-y have finiched ~chool. For Table
XYIX, these were grouved into those who had not decided, those who excected
to zo into factories, slkiilled trades, farmine, manual lzbor, working with
their parents who h=ve a private business, and choices that were not pract-
ical. The skilled trzdes mentioned vere, tool end die mcker, :r “ting,
auto bumuing, auto mechenics, bating, floriculiure,woodworking, choe re-
vairing, dress mcking, end printing. Work with parents inclucded two child-
ren whose femilies have cabin cemns =nd rent boats. Choices that were con-
cidered impractical tecause these deafl yvoungsters :robablv will not be
able to zo into the work they mentioned werc: truck driver, enrineer,
nurse, stor: clerkx, opostmen, Iir.men, beauty ocerator, artist, stenoeracher,
and waitress. ¥any o>f these choices are ty:ical of the immatur= asrirations
of younesters. Some of the chiléren tested were a2s young as twelve years of
age, ~o that such choices mirht ke exovected from them.

Of the boys who made imoractical vocational choices, 57.1 per cent vere
poorly adjusted. This nrovortion was sienific.ntlv hicher thsn the vrovortion
of boys who mnde any oF the other resuonses and were poorly adiusted. Of the

¢irls, however, 65 per cent of those who mrde unfeasible vocational chocies
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were well adjusted, and this also was ciznificent in comwarison with the
other choices oI the well adjusted cirls., However, as exvlained cvreviously,
deaf girls have so few choices, m inly housework or factory work, that one
can readilyunderst-nd their vostnonine accevtance of these inevitable al-
ternativesfor more interestine »nnes. Also, the school does not heve the
facilities for givinz vocational trainins to the girls that mizght ~uide
their vocational vlans and give them self-confidence and rride in one skill.
Cf the girls who chose factorv work 2nd skilled trades, 40.9 per cent »nd

36.3 ver cent respectively, were well adjusted. Amonc the bovs, 54.2 ver
cent of those who chose skilled trades wer: well adjusted. These chkoices
rzpresent the hirhest oposzible accomolishments for the deaf, althou~h most
hearine neovle would not consider them so. Most of these well odjusted
children who chose “-ctory work or :killed trades will probably actuelly
follow those vocetions. Only 2 -r3ll vrorortion of the cirls iho had not
decided whet thev will do wers well zdjusted. (15.7 ver cent)

Only a smzll vercentace of the boys chose farminz as a life work, al-
thoueh probzbly this vill be the occupation finally elected by a larse
numper of them, as meny come from férms, ~n< havenot the initis’ive or ability
to> break awav from their families andmake an adjustmcnt in a larse city.
Onlv one girl recoenized thatshe vill ~o bact to the farm, a'though most of
the pirls who live on farms have no other choice than to return home and

help “ith the work there until thevy are married.

III Summary

This chavter vas concerned with the limitations of voeationesl choices

for the deaf, and the ¢h,ices made by ihe children *ested, in the light of



the eventu-l adjustment they must meke to these limitations.

75

Boys who made imnractical vocationsl choices tendel to be voorly

adjusted.
Only a small proportion
were well adjusted, but
Only a few boys

group.

Both bovs and girls who

Girls who made imorzctical choices tended to be well a-justed.

of the girls who had not decided on a wvocation

e laree vrovortion of them were in the middle

and almost no zirls chose frrming as &

chose factory work were well =djusted.

cereer,



CHAPT P VIT
SUMIARY AND CONCLUSIONS
I Suma

Every child hearinz or dezf tecomes socia ized and acauires habits,
teliefs, knowle ge, and attitudes in accordence with his definition of
his exveriences as a member of society. A child having a hearing handi-

cap does not necessarily develop a2 "dezf versonzlity", but rather any
combination of attitudes, beliefs, 2nd values that exist amon~ hearing
people, mayv alzo be found among the decf.

There are many sociological factors in the baciground of experience
and home environment that may affect an individual's versonality adjust-
ment. The problem in this study was to determine which of many factors
seem to be related to adjustment zmons the deaf.

A personality inventory was constructed, adavting cuestions commonly
used in other personality tests, and adding guestions that the writer felt
to be vertinent to the deaf. This schedule was administered to 199 deaf
children between the ages of 12 and 22, who were vuvils at the ¥ichizan
School for the Deaf, a résidential state-supnorted school. The test was
given by each teacher in her classroom, with a maximum of assistance in
exvlanationof words and whole questions.

Thé inventory shoved a correletion of .79 in a validity test, and a
correlation of .86 in a test for reliability.

In general, the well adjusted desf boys in this study might be des-

cribed as being the youncest in larre families having other deaf children,



77

to have good speech or to be entirely manuzl in communication, to be those
who participated in family sctivities, and to have decided on factory work
for a vocation. The well adjusted deaf girl is also the voungest in her
family, has good speech or is a monual student, enjoys going visiting with
her parents, has money to spend, znd feels that her varents get along
amicably.

The poorly adjusted boy, on the other hind, has poor sveech, his mother
- 1s employed, she is nervous, his parents quarrel a great deal, he receives
little or no correspondence or money from home, and he makes a vocational
choice that he vill probably be unable to realize. The poorly adjusted girl
also has voor speech, comes from a large femily, her mother is nervous, her
parents quarrel, there is no family recreation, she does not bring home any
friends, nor does she enjov nlayzround activities at home, and she has lit=-

tle or no contact with her home during the school vear.
II Conclusions

Although these deaf children are at home only a small part of each
year, it has been shown that certain factors in that home environment are
sismificantly related to personality adjustment, and to theiradjustment
to institutional life. The children leave home some time between their
fifth and eighthyears, after fundemental impressions and iﬁfluences have
playe& a part in moldine their personzlities. The particular combination
of factors in that home goes deep in the imoressionable mind of the young-
ster, and althouch he experiences much growth and chanse in his school envir-
onment, apvarently certain of these elements in his home retain their sie-

nificance in his personality adjustment.
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It has been shown that emong the most outstanding influences were the
contacts the families made with their children at school, and the attitudes
built up through this interaction, or the lack of it. It is probably that
this arises because the children are at home so little that the extent to
which they have hap y reminders of home while at school are more imnortant
than the actual conditions in that home. Those children whose rarents did
not write to them or send them any spendinz money indicated a total melad=-
Justment of feelings and values in meny fields. It is essential that these
ties of affection and interest with the primary grouvp be sustained if the
youngster 1s not to become comvletely institutionalized. Those parents who
are lax in writines may only be giving mute evidence of the attitudes they
exhibit while the child is at home = an indifference toward him, or even a
comolete absence of understandine, interest, or affection for that deaf child.

The difficulties of commnication have been shovn to isolate the deaf
child from easy accentance of hearing people, and from participation in rrouo
activities »ith them. They are unhapry among others, end distrustful of
those who secem to live in a different world from theirs. They gain security
in being with others who have the same handicap, znd there are relatively few
vho are able to accomodate themselves to hearing society. This generali-
zation has been apnlied to most minority groups in 2 culture. It is dif-
ficult to gain the confidence of the Finnish neonle in northemMichigan, for
éxemple. They settle only where there are others of the same nationality,
and tend to verrnetuate their Furovean culture. Lack of a mutual lancuage
gives rise to real social conflict, and is a great barrier to common under-

standing and confidence. The barrier between the deaf =and hearing is as

great as that between any two cultures.



It was found that come of the rsreatest socioloriczl influences on
personality adinstment were concerned .-itn relati-mshi~s the child
had with tho:se outside of his immediate familitvy, and wvet within his
honie, as goineg visiting with varents, havine deaf friends in, and
having deaf relatives other then in his ovm family. This mawv be an
indication of the necessity for a total adjustment in the commmnitwy,
as wll as an adjustment vithin one's home. It is innortant that the
deaf child move berond the simmle, rtrotectinc atmns-here »f this
priarv croup and find his nlace in the lareger community.

Since his exmeriences in his home and community do have such a
vital influerice on his adjustment to s»ociety as an adult, it might
be well to examine the opnortunities the deaf child hes for growth
ex.eriences. Because of the general iegnorance regarding the meaning
of the handicav of deafness, meny of these children suffer from lack
of uncerstandine in thneir own homes, where it is most essential thet
they build security to sustain them in their greater struggle for
existence in the social and vocatinonal vorld. Education of the var-
ents of deaf children iB a »rine reouisite in givines these vouncsters
even the fundamentzls of the %ind of understendine anv child deserves
in his own home. This cen be part of the function of the school, in
which the exveriences, growth, aﬁd vers nality of the deaf child are
internreted to the arents bv teachers, houserarents, and a social
worker, and mutual uroblems c2n be diccussed ernd plans made for their
solutior.

The preparation and security afforded thie child bv the home
before entering school have been cuestioned. A still ereater challencge

-

«rises when one &sks to what extent the residential school is
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vrevarins the deaf child for comunity life. In the protected, in-
stitutional etmos - here of mass livins, where the state trovides zll
the essentials of 1life, children learn to ex:ect these as their right,
and do not cuestinsn how or whv thev are »rovided. The teeachers and
housernarents are trained in understendineg the deaf and their 1lirnit-
ations, and are careful to take thece intn consideration in all their
relationshivs. Terhcps this secure and nrotected ztmoschere is making
it more difficnlt for them to adjust themselves when they leave schoonl

and must fece a society that does not understand them.
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Name

SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR LIKES AND DISLIKES

DIRECTIONS:
yes no 1.
yes no 2.
yes no 3.
yes no 4.
yes no 5.
yes no 6.
yes no 7.
yes no 8.
yes no 9.
yes no 10.
yes no 1l.
yes no 12.
vyes no 13.
yes no 1.
yes no 15.
ves no 16.
yes no 17.
yes no 18.

BY EVFLYN C. PERRY
Put a circle aronnd either the "yes" or ™o" in front
of each question -- whichever comes closer to your own
feelings.

Do you like to plan parties or vrite articles for the
school paper?

Do you worry about getting your work done?
Are vou afraid to go to a doctor?

Do vou like to sveak uv in class?

Do you feel sure that you can do most of the work
you are asked to do?

Do you chenge your mind many times?

Do you get angry when another person cheats?
Are your feelings easily hurt?

Do wvou sometimes hate someone in your family?

Do you feel badly many times because you do not have
nice clothes?

Do you have a good time at varties?

Do you like to work out most of your problems by your-
self without asking for help?

Do you often feel that your parents or teachers do
not allow you to think things out for yourself?

Would wvou like to have your family talkke care of you
all your life?

Do you think most peovle are selfish?

Do you often think people try to cheat you because
you are deaf?

Do you find it easy to talk with hearing peonle most
of the time?

Is it easy to talk with deaf peonle who are strangers?
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yes no 19. Do y>u worry for a long time after making a mistake
in public?

yes no 20. Do you get in a fisht or argument almost every day?
yes no 21. Are you sometimes the leader in games or at parties?
yes no 22, Do you like to daydream?

yes no 23. Do you think that when you are older you will really
do some of the big things you daydream about?

yes no 24. Do you feel lonesome when you are in a group of hear-
ing pegdole?

yes no 25. Do you feel lonesome many times when you are among
deaf people?

ves no 26. Are vou restless and nervous?
yes no 27. Do you feel sad many times because you are deaf?

yes no 28. ¥Will you be glad when you can earn your ovn money
and take care of yourself?

yes no 29. Are there many people whom you do not like?
yes no 30. Do you scream when yom have a pain?
yes no 3l. Do you cry often?

ves no 32. Do you feel that goinz to school is roing to help
you get a good job?

yes no 33. Do you almost always out off doing work that is un-
pleasant?

yes no 34. Do you have many headaches?

yes no 35. When you are visiting, do you always watch the other
people to be sure you are doing the right thing?

yes no 36. Do you feel that you will be as good a workman at
whatever job you choose as a hearing person doing the
same job?

yes no 37. Do you think people should excuse your faults and mis-
takes because you are deaf?

yes no 38. Are you afraid many times that people do not understand
what you are saying?



yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no

yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no
yes no

39.

LO.

L2.

43.

L5.

L6.

L7.

L8.

49.
50.

51.

52.

53.

5L,

55.

56.

57.
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¥ill you be hapvy when you do not have to ask your
family for everything you need?

Are you often afraid people do not understand how
you feel about things because you are deaf and can
not explain yourself easily?

Do you often feel sad?

Is it roing to be hard for you to earn a living and
to have a hapry family life like hearing peorle do?

Do you often weke uv during the night?

Are you afraid to say anything whan a hearing verson
does something unfair?

Do you feel that you have to speak out to stand up
up for your rights among hearing people?

Do you think most hearine peovnle are smarter than
deaf people?

Do veople expect you to do more work than you are
able to do?

Are you afraid of loud noises?
Do you feel very sad when a teacher scolds you?

Do you like to play with children who are smaller
than yourself?

Do you like to find your wey in strance places by
yourself?

Do you try to get to do what you want, even if you
have to fight for it?

Do you many times try to correct your faults so
people will like you better?

Do thoughts ofter run through your head so you can-
not sleep?

Do you often find it hard to find the risht words to
meke clear what you want to say?

Do you usually wyrite or talk to hearing peonle who
are strangers?

Do you feel that your parents tell you what to do
too much?
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yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

no

no

no

no

. no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no
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58.

59.
600

61.

62.

63.
6l.
65.

66.
67-

68z.

69.
70.
7.
72.
73.
Th.
75.
76.

77.

78.
790
80.
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Do you care what reovle think of wou?
Do you feel tired most of the time?

Can you do just as good vork when peonle are watch-
ing you?

Do you feel that most people just act as though
they like you when they really do not like you?

Do you like to be told just how you should do your
work?

Has your family azlwzys been nice to you?
Is it easy.for people to cheat you?

Do you think many people think you are different
from them?

Do you like to be with peorle most of the time?
Is it hard to make up your mind for yourself?
Do you like to play by yourself most of the time?
Do you fight with your brothers and sisters?
Do you think most peovnle can be trusted?
Is your mother cheerful most of the time?
Do teachers find too much fault with you?
Did you ever run éway from home?
Do you make friends easily?
Do you feel very havpy at home?

Yhen you are at home, is it easy for you to ask
your parents about anything wou want to know?

Are your parents nicer to your hearine brothers
and sisters than they are to you?

Do your parents find fault with you too much?
Have you had many nightmares or bad dreams?

Can you be Jjust as hapny as a hearing person?
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d like to know the names and ages of your brothers
ters, and yourself, from the oldest to the ynuncest.

HERE IS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW TO WRITE IT:

1 '
: NAME BROTHER OR SISTER? AGE IS HE OR SHE DEAF? :
: 1.Robert brother - 20 no :
: 2.Mary sister 17 no :
| 3.George myself 15 yes :
! L.Dorothy sister 10 yes '

NOW LIST THE CHILDREN IN YOUR FAMILY HERE
NAME BROTHER OR SISTER? AGE IS HE OR SHE DEAF?

1.

2.

3.

L.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Do you pnley with your brothers and sisters vwhen you
are at home?

Do you play with any hearing children besides your
ovm brothers and sisters when you are at home?
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yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes
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yes

yes

yes

ves

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

ll'o

5.

8.

9.

10.

12.

13.

15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
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Do you often go 'vith your rarents vhen they go visit-
ing while you are at home?

Do some of your brothers and sisters usually go visit-
ing with your rarents?

Is there a playeround less than 10 blocks from yo>ur home?

If there is a playground, do vou rlay there when you
are home for the summer?

Do you help your mother or father with the work
around the house?

What kind of work do you do around the house or farm?

Does your mother work and earn money outside of
your home?

If so, what kind of work does she do to earn money?

Do your hearing brothers and sisters have better
clothes and things to play with than you have?

Do your mother and father fight :nd argue very much?

Have you ever worked and earned some money during the
summer?

Do you like to talk with the neichbors when you are
at home? :

Do your rarents give you more thigs than they give
your brothers and sisters?

Is your mother very nervous?
Does your whole family usually eat mesls togetbr?
Do youoften tell your mother about your joys and troubles?

Do your varents like to have you bring your friends home?

Is your fothr very nervous?
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yes no 22. Do vou like to read verv much?
yes no 23. Do youlike to act in vlays?

24. Vhat kind of work do you want
to do when you have finished school?

25. Are you on any athletic team in school?
If so, check the teams you have been on:

Basketball
Football
Baseball
Volley ball
Tennis

26. What kind of recreat®n does your whole family enjoy
(Check those your family does together.)

fishine

visiting friends
laying games at home
others (list:)

27. How much spending money do you receive from home each
month?. (check one)

none
up to $1 each month
$2- %3 each month
$3- $5 each month
over $5 each month

28. How often do you receive letters from home? (check one)

one letter a week
one letter every two weeks, or once a month
one letter in one to two months

less than one letter in 3 months

never have a letter from home
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name of child

GRAPHIC RATING SCALE OF STUDENTS BY TEACHERS

(Check the description hich most closely characterizes this
child, anywhere along the top of the line, and make any com-
ments which you feel are significant resarding his tersonaiity
adjustment.)

1. Vhere does he stand - his class?

2 L 6 8 10
introverted, iso- few friends, nvopular, some leader; popular;
lated from the usually a fol- friends; some- has many friends
group lower times a leader

COMMENTS:

2. Disposition:

2 I 6 8 10
decidedly ill- moody; irrit- has average has good self-
natured; uncivil abld self-control control; takes
disapprointments
well.
CO:ZENTS:

3. How does he respond toward hearirg people?

2 4 6 8 10
very shy;sus- shy, but will cautious; but friendly and
picious; jealous talk with en- tries to be trusting; has
or afraidsnever couragement; friendly self-confidence
attemots to talk somevhat sus- among the hear-
to hearing people; rvicious ing and uses his

belligerant sneech
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L. “hat is his attitude toward his deafness?

2 A 6 8

10

feels sorry for seeks symrathy; apvarently un-

himself;expects makes himself conscious of
his faults to be consvicuous to handicap
excused draw attention

to his handicap

COMENTS:

5. Self-confidence:

accents it; imi-
tates the hearing,
and tries to do
as well as they

2 L 6 8 10
very devendent; no initiative; some initiative; initiative;
does not want must usually tries, but likes to work

to become inde- be told what to sometimes must thines out for

vendent do and how to ask for help himself.
do it.
COMMENTS:

6. How does he control his emotions?

2 I, N
too easily moved tends to bd !
to anger or fits over-emotional!

of devression 6 8 _ 10
! usually well- very good bal-

2 L ' balanced ance of rescon-
unresnonsive; tends to be un- siveness and
arathetiecslacks res-.onsive control
enthusiasm
COMMENTS:
7. Intelligibility of speech:

2 - b 6 8 10

very poor poor fajr good

8. Method of communication: oral: manual only

9. Rating as a student: superiors; very good; good}

fair; poor

very poor
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CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THL INVENTORY

The writer feels that the assistance given by the teachers to
the children in explaining the items was fivaluable, and that the lan-
guage was probably still too difficult for the children to have mas-
tered without assistance. A great deal of work can still be done
in improving the choice of words and the phrasine of cuestions to
afford the maximum of clarity of meaning without elicitine an ob-
viously desirable resronse from the verson being tested.

The inventory as constructed for this study tended to be more
diagnostic for girls than for boys, snd to be more discriminative
at the lower end of the scale than at the upper end. That is, the
absence of certain factors tended to heve a greater effect in showing
poor adjustment than did the presence of any one factor indicate
good adjustment. The writer feels that perhaps if the oresence of
a combination of desirable conditions in the environment had been
considered together, that the children resvonding favorably to most
of these items would be found to have made good adjustments.

The problem of testing an inventory for validity and reliability
is an uncertain one. Teachers! ratings are, of course, too sub-
Jective to be very reliable. If this test had been&iven on an indi-
vidual basis, instead of in grouvs, where it was necessary for the

teacher to divide her time among them ell in giving explanations,

and where signs might have been used more freely to inter;ret the

vocabulary, more accurate responses might well have been poscible.



Some of the teachers of oral classes told the experimenter later
that it was impossible to convey some of the ideas verbally, and it
viould have been much easier if thev could have used signs.

The accuracy of the test might have been increased if the ocues-
tions had allowed for weighted resronses rather than recuiring a

decisive yes or no answer.
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