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PURDCSE

It is the purpose.of this thesis to show the nart that
is being played by the sneech departments of the colleges
and universities of this country in helning to win the war.,
"This is a total war calling for heroic efforts of every
rman, woman, and child in the nation. TIecause the speech
teacher had directed his students in the study of vital
questions of the hour, these students were already acnuaint-
ed with the war and the issues involved. Their training
in following national problems, in analyzing provositions,
in collecting trustworthy information, had made them keenly
aware of the dangers confronting us. Arong the first to
Join the colors were the speech students., They closed their
text books, deserted their labtoratories, left the ivied
halls of the college campus tc join the Army, the lavy, and

the Marine Corps.

But what the sneech teachers and speech students have
done is a matter of record. The great task now confronting
us is the responsibility in the days ahead in training stu-
dents to serve on other fronts and in other vays, for the
battle of freedom is waged at hore as well as abroad."t

The calanity of war has always, whenever it has struck,

1. Westfall, Alfred, ""hat Speech Teachers llay Do to lielp
Win the War"™, Quarterly Journal of Speech, Vol. XXIX,
February, 1943, p. 6.
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made deep wounds in the academic life of the nations in-
volved. TFor it's the youth of those nations that are at
war that are called upon to digress from their normal ac-
tivities and interests to figcht and if need be give their
lives for vhatever cause or causes the war is being foucht.
So that at such times the civilian enrollment of our schools
of higher learning is decidedly reduced.

Like all departments of the colleges and universities,
the speech departrment has been confronted with the crucial
problem, what is to be its part in the educational activi-
ties during war tine. "Teachers of speech,...., should by
no means be on the defensive in war-time. This war, more
than any previous one, is dependent upon cormunication., It
is a war in which a democracy like ours cannot be carried
on without a prodigious eamount of speechmeking over the
radio and in face-to-face audience situations of many kinds:
service clubs, schools, laber unions, factories, farm orzani-
zations, trade associations, woren's clubs, church groups,
and many others. It is a war that cannot be successfully
fought in a way that will enable us to retain even a shred of
our democracy while fishting, except as there is among the
people, as in the Congress, a free and fair discussion of

issues before they are finally decided and reduced to public

policy."?

2. Balduf, Emery /., "How Departments of Speech Can Cooperate
with Government in the War Effort"™, Ouarterly Journal of
Speech, Vol. XXIX, October, 1943, n. 271,




Adjustment and readjustrment has been ~oinz on within
all divisions of tre collece d.tin: even before Pearl Iurbor
in order that tlrese various departments could better cone
with war demands and neeés. OJo far as the s»eech depurt-
ment has been concerned, in part at leact, the change has
been directed by arny, navy, and marine needs. TFor speech
has been deemed a necessary part of the soldier, sailor and
marine training.

Fowever, there are other divisions of the =veech de-
partrent such as the drarctic, radio, speakers' bureau,
speech clinic, dehate and discussion. These too, are con-
tributing both to the home front and fichtins front effort.

These facts have left the author with a real enthusias-
tic desire to cormplete a theslis on what the spveech denartrients
of the colleges and the universities of the United Ctates are
contributing to the total war effort.

IZPCRTANCE

During the last war the Four I!finute llen did an excellent
job of carrying on the sneech campnaisn vork on the home front.
They did much to stimulate the Liberty Rond sales and boost
home morale. It was evident even then that sreech played a
vital role in the war as in neace. Departments of sneech
have developed in their several branches by leans and bounds
since the last war. MNow encaged once more in a world war
the government is requirinz that leaders, the officers of

the several branches of the armed forces, take some sort of
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a leadership or oral communications course. Such courses
are quite similar in all respects to the basic speech course
taught to civilians as spreech fundumentals.

The leaders of the armed forces who had the task of
outlining the work to be taken by members of various branches
of the armed service who wvere to be sent to school, decreed
that men who had responsibilities in the service should
acquire the correct art of oral communication. Such ﬁen must
develop self-confidence and the ability to think on their feet.
They need have, "sound habits of brevity, correct pronuncia-
tion and enunciation, conciseness of expression and organiza-
tion of material. Develoorment of variations in emphasis
through the correct use of such devices as volume of tone,
acceleration and retardation of speed, and the use of the
pause. Acquisition of adequate ease and fluency to speak
extemporaneously, reasonably free from hesitation, force-
fully and pleasingly and coherently as to sentence and para-
graph structure. Elimination of handicans of speech such
as the monotone, undesirable mannerisms and affectations."d

Officer Candidate Schools iqcorporated a course known
as leadership which was similar in most respects to the basic
speech course taught by most liberal arts colleges in the
United States. "...in certain schools, especially Officer

Candidate Schools, public speaking is given heavy emphasis

3. Directive on Army Specialized Training Program, English:
AST-111, 24-12465.
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in spite of the shortness of time. In the Cfficer Candidate
School of the Army Air Forces, for examnrle, each candidate
has to complete seven major cources (plus a larger nurmber of
shorter courses) during the 15 weeks of training. Each
course is given a point rating and a candidate must receive
a certain relative total number if he 1s to be craduated.

Of the seven major courses, one called Ieaderstin rates high,
This actually is a course in puhlic spealiinz, very ruch like
the basic public sneakiny course offered in any colleze or
university in the country,"4

Further evidence of the need of training in public
speaking among members of the arred forces is offered in the
opening paragranhs of the chupter on »ublic s»eakins in the
Officer's Guide:

"The Army officer who can spneuk before an audience with
clarity and logic nossessed an art which will always serve
him well. Commanders of troop units expnend the bulk of their
time in training. Trainins is merely another word for in-
struction. Much formal instruction (»rob:bly altozether too
much) is given orally. Unless oral instruction is presented
with good public-sneakine technicue, interest succurbs to
boredom, understanding is renlaced by confusion, and poten-
tial good soldiers are discouraged in their natural zeal to

learn. It is not inaccurate to resard the cormander of a

4. Held, McDonald ¥W., and Lieutenant Colbert C. Held,
"Public Speaking in the Army Training Procram", Tuarterly
Journal of Speech, Vol. XX, April, 1943, p. 143.
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troop unit as a teacher. Yis men rnust be tau~ht before he
can truly 'command'. Practical public-sneasking ability is
essential for the military lezder who is charced with trasin-
ing troomws.

Other duties which fall to Arry officers emvhasize the
need for nublic-speaking 2bilitv. A surprising number are
assigned as instructors at service schools and to units of
the Reserve Officers' Training Corps, the Mational Guard
and the Organized Reserves., lany officers are invited to
address civilian assemblies. ‘'ihenever an officer sneaks
before an audience he is pnresumed to know the facts about
which he talks and to have acjuired reasoned conclusions
about them. lembers of these groups have the right to ex-
pect the officer to express himself lo;ically, accurately,
clearly, and succinctly. Provided always that the sneaker
has knowledge and the power of thousht practical public-
speaking ability will be of help.

It ban be stated with confidence that the government
does not expect all of its military officers to becore orators
of distinction just as it cannot hovpe that each will develop
the leadership cualities of a Pershing, a Lee, a Grant, or
a Vashington....The Army has no pressing need for great
orators, nor has it any need whatever for cpell binders and
rabble-rousers. But it has a great need for officers who
have knowledge, logical conclusions based upon it, and ability

to impart it to others. The Army needs clear-thinking,
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clear-speaking, 'rarden variety' teachers and instructors
who will become the commanders after the training neriod
is completed, of the rilitary unit our nation requires."5

Further proof of the inportance of speech training
for members of the armed forces is offered in the following
statements: "In this branch of the army service (Officer's
Candidate School of the Army Air Forces) the assumntion is
that unless a man can stand on his own feet and express
himself clearly and logically, make himself hLear and under-
stood and cormand the attention and resnect of hearers, he
is not officer raterial. Cn the other hand, a man who can
fulfill these requirerents has the essential renuirements
for leadership, and he will be able to make the most of any
material or information at his disposal."®

At another place in the article just quoted the
following statement is made: "One of the most significant
points to note is that eabove any other ccurse in the entire
curriculum more men wash out of the school because of failure
in Leadership--failure to develop the most important quality
of Leadership, effective speech."”

The important point to be made here is that speech

5. Mallory, Louis A., "Speech Training of Army and Naval
Officers™, Quarterly Journal of Sveech, Vol., XXIX, Anril,
1943, p. 141.

6. Held, McDonald W., and lieutenant Colbert C. Held, "Public
Speaking in the Army Training Program", ~uarterly Journsl
of Speech, Vol. XXJX, April, 1943, ». 144.

7. Ibid.



training was and is concsidered necessary for the vell rounded
officer or Army or Navy leader and that to this end it vas
a renuired subject in tkhe outlined curriculum cf such g¢rouns
as the Pre-Pre-Flicht Cadets, the Army Specialized Training
Prozram, Pre-lleteorology Prorram, of the United States Army
and the V-5 and V-1Z2 programs of the United Itates l'avy.
"e United Gtites is conducting educational »ro-rars in
209 colleges and universities, and the Navy in 181." (December
1943).8

Fowever, as has been intimated the sneech courses for
the branchec of the arred fcorces are not the only direct
contributions being rade vty the sveech devartments of the
collezes and universities. 1luch is beins done to boost
home front rorale, to help train civiliazns for hone front
orotection such as block wardens, fire fizhters, Ped Cross
activities and other civilian defense jobs. Then too, the
speech departments of muny of the colleces and universities
have trained members for bond sellins camnaigns.

In peace time the svoeech denartrment in its divisions of
radio, drama, speech clinic, snezkers' bureau, and forensics
was always busily engaged in entertaining as well as working
with the surroundinc community. Ineakers from the student

speakers' bureaus spoke before business clubs, luncheon

clubs, church groups, P.T.A. meetines and various other

8. "Speaking Instruction in College MMilitary Units"™,
guarterly Journal of Sreech, Vol., IZIIZ, December, 1943,

D. 899.
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organizations that made use of "outside sneakers". Debate
groups and discussion grcups from the college sponsored
public demonstrations at reetings of the clubs nreviously
mentioned. The dramatic division svonsored nlays of current
and classical nature for public enjovment and a=preciation.
The speech clinics in those colleges and universities where
such an orcanization existed, were used by the tovwnsreonle as
well as the college students. The radio division in like
manner served the general nublic as well as the student body
of the college.

Upon America's entrance into the war, the speech de-
partment already busily enszaged in the cormunity activities
as well as on campus, became in many cases an important
organization in home front activities. The work of the
speech departrment included such duties as organization of
fire fighters, blockvardens, Victory Speakers' Bureaus, et
cetera. The departrent throuch its forensic groups broucht
the problems of war and nost war nlanning more directly to
the people., The dramatic division throuch such plays as
"Letters to Lucerene", "/atch on the Rhine", "Ive of St.
Mark"™, and many one-act plays surnlied by the Office of "ar
Information and other Federal Acencies helned bring the
great tragedy of war vividly to the peopnle. Juch plays
relped create a feeling for all-out cooperatign. Dranatic
groups on some campuses also took their plays and talent

shows to surrounding service camps and soldier hospitals.
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The Speakers!' Bureau also cooperated with local Offices of
Civilian Defense in sponsoring campzizns in theatres and
other public meetings on such subjects as clothing collec-
tions, bond drives, vaste fat and clean plate drives.

The importance of such z2ctivities and service as has
been contributed by the speech departrentcs of the colleres
and universities of the United Ctates should not be over-
looked when the final bullet lLas teen fired. The author
has attempted to supply such inforration as was available
from 1943 throuch February 1944, the veriod of cormnilation,
that would provide a partial picture of the war-tine

activities of the s»eech denartment.

TETICD O L'TUDY AMD CCIPITATION

PO WY

In order to deterrine just what vas being atterpted
by the colleze and university speech departrients during
war time, the author in the cprins and summer of 1943 sent
questionnaires to one hundred and fifty schools of hicrer
learning. A copy of the forms sent to the schools will be
found in Appendix B.

Sixty-two colleges and universities resnonded with
sufficient inforration on the cuestionnaires to warrant a
written survey cf what ic teing attermrted z2nd accerinlished
by speech departrents durins war tire. The schools con-
tacted were selected so us to get a cross-section of all
types and sizes from all parts of the country. A list of

the cchools responding to the rejuect for Inforration will



be fcund in Appendix B. In rany caces the schools that
returned the forrms were uable to cive comnlete inforration
on some of the activities, tut bhecause they hid not been
actively en~aced in all the activities listed on the forr,
the information was not always comnlete. As an exardle,
School A mi~ht be doing much work viith trhe srneckers! bureaw
but little or no work with debate and discussion. Therefore
in the chapters to follov it vill be seen thut thoush core
colleges did not rarticirote directly in sore phases of the
war-tire speech activities, they were often very =ctive in
other fields of endezvor.

In presenting the infeorrution cecnpiled fror the re-
turned questionnzires, tlhe azuthor l:- divided the reruining
chhapters of this the:is into clhiapters ccroarzble to tae
titles of the sections of the questionruires., Thus all
colleres renortine wctivities in speech clinic fields will
be corncidered in the chapter, "Contributions of the Speech
Clinic in “ar-Time". Cpeech denartments of collezes and
universities that have reported cctivities in nore than one
of these divisions will be considered in the serarnte

chapters dealing vith the activities licted by the colleze

or urniversity. '

Q

It will be cobserved that included in the questionnaires
is a formr on war courcse outlines. DBeczuse many colleges
had not vet received their arry groups such as the 4.3.T.7.

when they filled out the guestionnaires, they were unable



to give any adeguate inforration on this vwork. The zuthor
avare of this fact, late in 1943 sent out another letter

to sixty-five collezes and universitiec !'nown to have at

- least one of the Army or Yavy nrosrars cn the carpus that
regquired speech truining. In order to obtain the names of
schools teachins army or ravy sneech, the author virote to
the Var Department, the Adjutant Generul's Office, of
vashington D.C., in July 1943. The only comnlete list

that the author vis able to obtain was of the A.2.T.7.
Therefore rost of the datie on var courses will pertain to
that group. I'owever, ceveral schools teachingz sneech to
the Pre-Pre-Flicht groups and the Pre-lleteorolosy, the

lavy V-5 and V-12 were contacted and resvonded with
adequate raterial to be included in the thesis. 411 schools
who supplied the author with information on their Arny and
Navy speech classes are listed in Appendix B. Twenty eight
colleges responded directly to the letter sent out by the
author in July of 1943. A copy of the letter will =1lso be
found in Apnendix B.

In addition to the information gathered from the
questionnaires the author will make use of information com-
piled by himself and his colleagues in the derartment of
speech at Michigan State College in Iast lLansing, Michigan.

From March 1943 until the writinz of this dissertation
the author served as instructor in the Army 4ir Corps speech

classes. Fe also taught the Army Opeclalized Training
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groups from the time of their arrival at Michigan State
in July of 1943 until the time of the cornilation of this
thesis. The experience of teaching these two groups of
arny students and the information derived from the many
staff meetings held to discuss the course outlines used
for these groups has provided the author with a valuable
background of knowledge on what has bteen accomnlished by
at least one college in regard to training in the Army
Air Corps and the A.3.7.P. grou~s. Also the duties cof fac-
ulty advisor to the Colleze Victory Cpeakers' Bureau and
frest man debate coach for the colleze served as valuable

sources for inforration for the thesis.

FUTURE VALUE

The author mekes no claim for comnleteness. It would
be impossible at this time (sprinz 1944) to say just how
rmuch will be accomplished by the sveech departments of the
colleges and universities of the United Ztates by the time
the war has ended. FHowever, in attempnting this comnilation
of information, it was the author's intention that in the
future, the material included in this thesis would serve
as dbcumentary evidence upon which a more comvlete, a nore
detailed study could be based. Certainly it will serve as
an important analysis for future historical studies on the

importance of speech and oral communication during var time.
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For those interecsted in the academic progress of sneech
training, the thesis chould »rove a useful study.

It is further hoped that the thesis will serve as
added proof of the value of sneech training. That in its
several divisions, the snreech devartment is a necessecry
part of any liberal arts school and rerforrs a function not
provided by any other division or denartment of the college

or university.
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In thLe "Introduction” the author nointed out thrat one
of the irportunt activities of the speech depsrtment of the
collere and university durinc war-tire hus been the teuch-
ing of the fundamentals of sneech to various divisions of
the armed forces. In this chapter consideration will te
Siven to the subject matter tausht in such courses, the
varicus ways by which schools atterrted to reet the require-
ments of the directives iscued by the arred force: on thre
subject of speech and nrotler:s that arose ont of the attemnt
to teach s»neech to rrilitary arourc,

First, it will be well to consider vhat Is reunt by a
military speech course. Such 2 cource did not orizinate
with Arerica's entrunce into the Yorld “ar II in Necerter
of 1941 Sneech vas beinz tausht to rn.val (nd nilitury

West Point lons

[
~

grouds at Annanolis and tefore the wur bezuan,
Therefore it woendd be well to corsider just what the CC:I;I:F}F;[;
at trese two school~ irnclude., INiturally, thcre leue bad to
be gore revision in the ~oeeelt ccurzes taucht at Anranolis
and Vest Poirt since tle Trited Utates entered the nresent
var. This recessity has heen brousht about beczuse of the
intensified training and lirited tire nerr-itted »v tle ac-
celerated program of war-time cchoolin:, 4 review, then,
of the accelerated rresrum of sneech training ws set-up by
these schools would indicate wh:t the leudinz institutions
of rilitary and raval training considered important 1n a

speech course for merbers of the armed fcrces.



"Cantain Fellx Johnacn, " ecret.ry of the Jegleric
Board at the Urited Stutes Muvel jcudermy at Annannliag,
cutlires tlie mrecent onecceh weork at the Scaiery - “nllo -~

'COne of the

Inslish, Uist:

of the Mepartrent of

h, Governrent at the Mavl
Aczdery is to tzuch =~idshinren to exnress ther
celves cleurly, forcit ]«, and €asily in Tnolish,
both ﬁrully and in writirzre., To this end oral
expression is consinuously el noized here;
midshipmen ere resuired to tallt »n their feet in
recitation roors everydiy, and fuults zre cor-
rected as a ratter of rcutine by the instructoro.

During the approachin~ vwinter tern ridohioren
of the Fourth (freshran) Class will ke ~iven
four veeks of trainin~ in »uhlic rcrealiin~. Thece
speeches, delivered in the classroon, vwill concict
cf occacional and aftcrdinner creecrtes, nlus ore
debute....

Midshinmen of the Firct (zenior) 7lass, in
arouns of tuenty, atten? dinners throuslcut the
academric year. These dinners cccur trhree tires
a week. After dining, the niidshinren are reqiiired
to sneak, and one of their nurher nouclly acts as
toastraster. These sreecres zre rade in the rres-
erce of tvo instructors of thre Nenartrent of
Enzlish, History, and Goverrrent ani of cone or
more invited guests. Ye are able in thias N to
Fave each midshipran sreak at least trice in the
course of the year....'"

"Colonel Clayton E. “heat, Professor in the Denurt-
rment of Znglish at the United sStates T"ilitury Acadery at
West Point, reveuls that the emersency has affected the
curriculum there as it undoubtedly has in rany schools
throushout the country. Colonel - “heat writes

'With the reduction cf our course in Enclish

from tvo years to one year 1t becurie necessary
to curtail our fornral course in nublic snreakinz.

9. Mallory, Louis A., "S»necch Training of Arrmy end Yaval
Officers", Quarterly Journal of Speech, Vol. XZI7,
April, 1943, p. 140.
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At present we doveote eishteen lessons to
public sreaking....In addition we devote ten
lessons to associated readinsgs and short talks.
The rurpocse of these lessons is to provide the
cadet with factual raterial from vhich he pre-
sents a short talk of five minute duration on
sore idea associated with his readines.

Trairing at ‘est Point in Public 3peaking is
not limited to the Inslish cource alone. A4Ap-
proximately twenty-five per cent of the cadet's
recitations in other subjects such as I'istory,
Econonics, Government, ILaw and !'ilitary Art are
in the nature of public sneaking. During their
oral recitations cadets are renuired to follow
the rules of public sreaking vrich they learned
in their Freshm=n year, thus caininz nractice
and facility in effective presentation of indi-
vidual thought.'"10

It must be remembered that the two schools just con-
sidered are preparing their students to be perranent office¢rs.
Such men as are graduuated from these cchools have gone
through long, careful and exact trainins with the intention
of srending the remainder of their lives in the arred ser-
vices.

Nowever, the needs of war have meant that most of the
officers beinz trained as a part of the war emrercency are
receiving their trainin: in the shcrtest time nossible.
"Since war beran the arred services rave been multiplied
twenty times and more. Tew men and officers are being

trained in the shortest nossible time, vhere there is so

much to be done and so little time in vhich to do it. For

10. Mallory, Louis A., "Speech Training of Army and lNaval
Officers", Cuarterly Journal cf Sneech, Tol. ITIIX,
April, 1943, pp. 140-141.
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example, there 1s not time to study runy textbools. There
is not time to ™ait for trenm to.be revised in terms of
modern warfere ané to bte renrinted. Ifuch instruction,
probably most of it, must bte done bty lectures. Under such
conditions the need for cfficers vho can lecture effectively
is almost tragic, for the lives cof ran ray depend on how
effectively a military inctructor can irmmart inforrmation by
lectures."ll

This would incicate that even rmore stress is needed
during war-time on the techninue of correct speech and the
princinles of speech thun i1s stressed by Annapolis znd “fest
Point. UFoviever, the increased derand for vocal instruction
has not been the only basis unon vhich courcec in nmilitary
speech have teen planned. The trerendrus increase in uce
of oral communication durings this viar his @ccentuated the
demand for training our pilitary grouvns in the art of
public sneaking and the prrincinles of s»eech,

"mfAlitary ren must be able to sneak cleurly, concisely,
and accurately; and rilitary leaders hesitate to put any
one in a position of a command who cannot do =n. The
Ad jutant Ccncrul of the War Denartment in 1917 made the
followinz statement on this subject:

'A great number of rmen have fuailed at camp
because of inability to articulate clearly. A

11l. TFHeld, fcDonald '/. and Lieutenant Colbert C. Feld,
"Public Speaking in the Army Training Prosram™, The
Quarterly Journal of 3neech, Vol. IIIX, Arril, 1943,
D. 143,
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man who cannot impart his idea to nis command in

clear distinct lansruace, nnd with sufficient volume

of voice to be heard reasonably far, is nct cuali-

fied to give commands uncn which hum~n life vill

depend. Lieny men dis uvalified by this handicap

mircht have become officers under their country's

flag had t'ey been prorerly trained in school &nd

collere.

Turthermore, use of the tzlerhone and radio in modern
warfare makes srecial demuznds on the human voice. You do
not plunge blindly into btattle. =ach fishtine unit is told
by radio and telephone what to do and when to do it. Commu-
nications must be instantly clear--throu~nout a shin, bet.zen
air and ground, betwsen units on the rirsht snd those on the
left, betwveen those up front and those in sunrport. I knew
of a fuzzy-volced operator in the last wer, and what hanpened
as a result. An order had come throush to shift firs 'eleven
hundred meters,' and tiiat operator's voice made it sound like

tseven hundred meters'! Americans died because a man had bad
speech."12

Thus, out of this ver have arisen tuwo immediate reasons
for teachinz speech to military eroups. First, the need for
instructors whosc sveecl is such that the information they
are imparting to the listeners is re:dily rcceptable and
understandable. Second, increased derendence put upon us:s

of wvocal communication in modern wurfsre means increased and

special demands of the hum:n voice, the training for which,

12. ©DPrigance, William ., end Ray K. Immel, "A Very FPersonal
Talk with the Student™, Snsech for lilitary Service,
T. S. Crofts & Co., New York, 1943, pp. 1l-2.

PO
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results from srecialized speech courses.

There is still one other reason that necessitatzd the
teachinz of speech to military grours. It is this reason
perhaps more than the other two, because they were direct
outgrowths of the war, that served as a basis for thec speech
training at Annapolis and "'est Point before the present war
began. This third reason for spuech traininz is the need
of effective speech for leadership.

", ...the ability to speak eflfectively is essential to
personal military leadershin. len do not respect officers
who speak in a wcak, apathetic manner, who fidset as they
talk, or whose voices are dull end ton:less. In moments of
crises they do not follow such officers with confidence. Yet
with all the mechanism of modern war, there is still personal
lsadership in battle."ld

", ...with &all tie mechanization of modern war, person:zl
leadership in battle is still escenticl. /e still have the
basic situation refcrred to in the infantry Tactics in which
soldiers hear direct from hwnan mouth the best and most
useful command in the drill book, that command vhich typifies
true leadership in its expression =nd exccution: ‘'Follow
me 11 nl4

Referring back then to the problem broucht forth on

13. 1Ibvid.

14. Mallory, Louis A., "Sneech Training of Army and Naval
Officers", Quart=rly Journal of Speech, Vol. XXIX,

April, 1943, p. 143,
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paze seventeen of thils thesis, '"what 1s meant by a military
speech coursc," it may be statsd tiat a militery speech
course is & formal clascroom procadure orzanized to train
the students in the use of speecih nrinciples so that they
will be capable of good instruction techniques, proficient
in the art of oral communication, and e ;uipped for rersonal
leadership in battle, as in a1l other situations where

lecadership in the arned forces is demanded of then.
MILITARY GROUTS RICHIVING S¥FLACH TRAINING

Each division of the armed forces had its own way of
handlin~ the educationzl prosram of its members. Thers was
no over-all regulation or directive settins forth what
should be taucht end what nethods should he used. Therefore
each brench of the ermed forces arranced its own rprocram,
issued directives to the colle~es on what was to be tausht
and in some cases how subjects were to be hiniled. The in-
structions in the directives varied all the way from spe-
cific information to such gsenaralized statements as to be
almost meaningless. To fet a more comilete picture of what
colleges =znd universities were up against in arranging for
the military procorams that viecre being sent to their campus:s
the latter part of 1942 and in the first few months of 1943,
it will be well to consider thesez units.

As this study is concerned only ..ith speech, only
those directives issued by the various branches of the ~rmed

service that include information about speech training will
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be considered. The military units that included speech or

oral Eneslish in their direcctives were: Navel V-12 program,

Army Alir Corps Collece Training Detachments, Army lieteoro-

logicel Trairing Frograms, Army Specialized Traininsg Yrograom.
The informetion available on the speech and English

course for the Navy V-12 Prosrem vas es follows:

"Sixteen week terms, be~inning July, November,
and March, includes (a) V-1 and V-7 students
reassigned or trznsferred to colleres to corrlete
the additionel semesters rermitted tlem; and
(b) V-12 and V-5 men, either recently craduated
from secondary schools or transferred from active
duty, who pursue a required curriculum I (first
year) reauires E-1 end E-2--'three discussion-writ-
ing periods per week for two terms'--for all but
pre-medical students.

'The aim of this course is to teach the student
to say and write what he means concisely and with
a purrose, and to read asnd listen with precise
understendine end discrimination...'

'Emphasis durins the first serester will be on
accuracy end conciscness in hendling of informa-
ticnal materiscls, =-nd durins the second serester
on judgment and effectiveness in handling materi-
als of considerable comnlexity and ranse.

'The course will consist of »rroblems in written
and oral communication cerried forward coorcdirnately
under the followinc heeds: ‘iritin~...; Spezkinc...:
Reading....

'Speaking: clear and full recitations, short
informal talks, givinn directions, expleirnineg situa-
tions and processes (esmecielly those involving
diasrams, mocels, ¢nd s:ecimens), takings part in
group discussions, =#nd summarizine talks and dis-
cussion as a test of listenirgz (together with cood
oral English usace).'"15

Informetion on the Army Air Corrs, Colleze Training
Detachments, referred to as the Fre-FPre-Flisht Training

Program was very general, leavino the planning of the course

15. "Speaking Instruction in College ililitary Units", The

(4

ruarterly Journal of Speech, Vol. X{IX, December, 1943,
D. 999,
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outline to the individual colle~e. "Regan about lLierch 1,
1943 (Fre-Ire-Flizht Progrem). Includes men of grestest
range of educational experience. Terms theoreticeclly are
12 weeks, but men often ere transferred after three or four
weeks. Alrcrew English is recuired, five days a week. There
is no uniform directive, but the course includes trainin~ in
writing, cspeaking, and readins. liost nreparation is to be
done during class hours. ™16

"Army Meteorolozical Treining Prosrams bezan February 1,
1943 or later. Twelve-vieek terms. 'BP' Basic Eneslish, 72
hours, reguires instruction in speakine, writing, reading,
and listening. 'C' Tasic En~lish, 192 hours, h:s a similar
requirement. Some time is allowed for prepszration outside
class hours."17

"(Army Specislized Trainings Frosram) Twelve-week terms.
Began August, 1943, or later. Inglish AST-111, three terms:
first term three hours per week; second and third terms, two
hours per veek. One hour of preraration per class hour.
'Objectives': to develop an officer candidete who will (1) be
a clear thinker; (2) possess the skill of orderly, concise,
and appropriate communication, both oral and written, including
the ability to observe and report accurately: (3) possess the
ability to listen and to read understandingly; (4) know the

basic forms of militery communication.

16 Ibid., p. 399.
17. Ibid., p. 399.
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The surgested frezmework of instruction includes:
'speaking:  instruction and practice in orel presentation.
Development of self-confidence and the ability to thirk on
one's feet. Development of sound habits of brevity, correct
pronuncistion, conciseness in expression, and orgasnization
of material. Development of variations in emphasis....
Acquisition of adequate ease and fluency to sreak exbtempo-
raneously, reasonably free from hesitation, forcefully end
pleasingly and cohérently....Elimination of handicaps of
speech....Presentations should be so well orzanized as to
impress themselves, 1in outline, on the listeners' memories.
They should be subject to frejuent criticism by the hearers
in terms of the speaker's appearance, manner, adequacy,
brevity, forcefulness, and organization of mesterial.

'T.istening: developmcnt of concentration upon spoken
remarks and the ability to understand what is said....and
to repeat in listener's ovn words the context of speaker's
remarks. ' "8

Thoush the information just ~uoted on the English:
AST-111 presents the important features of the directive issuecd
by the Army on the Tnslish course to be tausht by colleses and
universities, the author is including the ori~inel directive
in full. The complete directive is included here tecause it
sets forth more clearly than any directive issued by other

military units requiring trainine in English and speech, the

18. 1Ibid., p. 399.
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specific aims and goals to be achieved by military students
being trained in such courses. Further reason for its in-

clusion is the references made to it in the detziled study

2

that will be made of the course outline used =zt liichizan

State Collece end at other schools where the English: A3T-111

was taucht.

The followin:: is 2 counpletz reprint of the directives:

WAREY SiZCIALINED TRAINING IPROGRAII

TWnelish: £37-111

The Basic phase will provide €4 hours of instruction
in English. One hour of preparation will be =2llovwed for each
hour of classroom work. Instruction in Bnelish will be given
as follows: 3 hours each week in the first term, and 2 hours
each week in the second and third terms.

The following material indicates the areas of instruction
on which emphasis should be placedi. It is not intended to
prescribe the course of study in cetail. Ixperience indicated
that reliance can be pleced on the capable instructor's initia-
tive and resourcefulness and on his judsoment in utilizing
naterials and choosinz his techiniques of teaching.

CBJECTIVES OF T.E COURJI

The end-product of the Army Specialized Training Program
is an officer candidate who will, after further specialized
training, function effectively in a position of cormend. He
must, therefore:

l. BRe a clear thinker.

2 Possess the skill of orderly, concise, and appropriate
communication, both oral and written, including the
ability to observe and revnort accurately.

3. Possess the ability to listen and to read understand-
ingly.

4, Know the basic forms of military communication.

In view of the limited time available for instruction in
Tnglish, it is rarticularly important that this instruction
be reinforced by reuiring trainees in all classes to write
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end speak with deliberation, clearness and correct lan-cuace.

Jt is urced that rarticular attenticn te r»aid to the
develcnment of the trainees! powers of recsonins, imugin?tion,
end communicetion, esrecially in relation to the study of
American history end 1nst1tut10ns by the use of blo"r“'hles
historicel works, =nd materials havinz historical cortent--
for purposes of anelJ51s discussion, and exrvository writine.
This should not ve édone, however, to ths exclusion of noems,
short prose articles, ano selectiones from works of notable
Egglish and American viriters which _resent the correct nstive
idicm.

The course, of thirty-six weceks duraticon, is the same
for all basic trainees. Althourh the course is c¢ivided into -
three t.elve-veek terms, it is intended to provide continuous
progressive trainins throu~hout the entire thirty-six weeks.

FRUAIE O G TNSTRUCTICH

The followinz is a susrested frumework of instruction,
not confined to sprecific tvizlve-weex terris, btut continuing
throuchout the course:

1. Reading
Close study of selected raragraphs to distincuish the
central subject in each, the order in which facts are
presented, the key sentences, the rarasraph structure
and the precision with vhich words are used.

Analysis of material to discern the continuinge thought
and distinguish the style of presentation, nualltles of
susteined intesrest, lc~ic of develorment, mgjor and minor
ideas, cumulative power of persuasion, velidity of con-

clusion.

Examination of current criticsl writin~; analysis of
material to detect strong and weak seneralizations,
true and false analosies, impartial and biased opinion,
hypothetical end cate~oricel premises, emotional ~nd
intellectual conclusions.

Instruction end practice to develop conciseness in ex-
pression, without omittin~ essentiol material.

Instruction in proper usace; runctuztion, crecmmuar,
vocabulery, and srelling.

Instruction in outlinin~ and note-taking.
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Iractice in the accurates revortine of accurate obszerva-
tions.

Instruction end pructice in expository vriting re~uirins
sound structure, lo~icz2l develorment, and continuity of

thousht, and emrheasizin~ simplicity and lucidity of ex-

rression, with due emphasis on correct usaze of Tnrlish

idiom.

Fractice in the prepar=tion of revorts, anaclysis, and
criticisas. Tasic material for this festure of the

work should be draw.n from recdinss in this course and in
considerable de~reec from 21l othe: courses in ths rro-ren.

(A minimum of four hours instruction in the basic
forms of militery correspondence is reauired.
The Commandant vill collzborste in this instruc-
tion. Army Reculation 34C-15 and "orders",
Instructional iamzhlet Yo. 1, rutlished bty the
Infantry Journel, may be used as basic tcxts
for military corresrondence.)

Speakinz

Instruction and practice in orzl nresentation. Desvelon-
ment of self-confidence and the a2bility to think on one's
feet. Develorment of cound habits of btrevity, correct
pronunciation and enuncistion, conciseness of exnression,
end orcanization of mcterial. Development of varictions
in emphasis throu-h the correct use of such devices &s
volume of tone, acceleration =nd retardation of speed,
and the use of tue pause. .a4ccuisition of adequate ease
end fluency to spesk cxtemroraneously, reasonablv free
from hesitation, forcefully and plecsin<ly, and coherently
as to sentence and naracrsrh structure. Eliminstion of
handicaps of specech such cs the monctone, undesirable
mannerisms snd affectations.

Fresentations should be so +ell orrcnized es to impress
themselves, in outline, on the listener's memory. They
should be subiected freguently to criticism hy the
hearers in terms of the sreaker's arpesrance, nanner,
adecquacy, brevity, forcefulness, and orzanization of
material. (see next section)

I isteninz

Development of concentration uron spoken remarks and the
ability to understend vhat is said. Cultivation of
ebility to concentrate uron sneaker's intcnded meaninz
and not to be diverted by idiocyncrasies of manner.
Developrent of ability to reneat in listener's on words
the context of sreaker's remarks.
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Instruction in both speakins and listenins will be
strengthened by frequent panel discussions on current
problems.

24-12465m1°

REPCRTS 07 COITAGa: A'D UVIVERIITIL

Ci7 T ITLTITARY S1MEECHI CONRETES

The followin~ section of this chapter will bz uszd to
present the information received from the colle-es and uni-
versities respondin~ to the letter and questionnaire included

Appendix "R" on war-course outlines end syllabi. In sone

cases the author has found it exredient to summarize the
materisl provided by the colleses =nd universities. Ilowever,
when the information is, in its oricinal form, concise and
clear-cut, or is considered especially veluable, it will be
included as a direct quotation. In many cases the author
received a syllabus or course outline from the collece in
answer to the request for information on war courses. If
these contribute to the study, they will be included in the

Appendix "A" and will be referred to in this chapter.

ARNTY SPRCIALIYT)D TRATNING TROGRS
The Army Specizlized Tralning Program, En~lish: AST-111

as it pertains to s»eech, will be considered first. The
directive, already provided pases twenty-seven to thirty does

not separate the I'nzlish and speech as to courses thouch it

19. Directive on Army Specialized Training Frosram, Znglish:

AST-111, 24-12455.
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does indicate that eccihh should bte ~iven individual attention.
This factor causzd much strife for the collcres 2nd universi-
ties that attempted to provide a course that vould edequately
meet the re ;uirements of the directive. .is will be shown
later in this chapter, the courscs set-up to meet the direc-
tive ranged ~11 the way from classzs taurht entirely by the
Enslish Department with little or no consideration for the
oral objective to courses in which the work was divided
ecually btetieecn the Enclish ~nd Speech derartments. The
fact that speech as neclected by some schools and imrrorerly
organized in others was verj much in =vidence bty the letters
received by the author as a result of nis rejuest for infor-
mation on the A3T speech trainins rrosram. 3Such disunity
amongz the schools in course-outlinin~ of the ZInslish: A3T-111
resulted in much comment on just what was supposed to be
taught in such a course.

C. ). Wise of Iouisiana State University in discuscing
the matter suggested that, "To terin with, we of sreech
have somehow missed an oprortunity in not inducin~ the Army
to separate the speech 2nd Enslish trainines in vhat are at
present celled ths Pasic Enclish courses. If there hed
been two entitlements instead of on:z, e. ~., Pasic Enclish I,
II, III, and Pasic Speech I, II, III, there could have.been
none of the present refusal of soms Enrclish Derartments to

allow the courses to be properly taucht. It is cleor that

someone who knows the velues of speech instruction outlined
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the courses, for the very subdivisions show the reccrnition
of such values: Rezadin~, “ritin~, Opeckinz end Listening.
The maker of the .,rmy syllebi clearly reant Zreakin~s n~nd
IListenin~ to have coordinate velue -:ith Reading and riting.

ot the va2-uely subordinate rosition implied bty e kit of

oral recitation ¢nd by listenin~ to =»n enureration of thirteen
veys to use cormes ané twenty-nine rulies for srllebication. 20
The result of so much uncertainty -nd disunity cmong

the colleses in tecching the Zn~lish: A39-111 caused those

awv

in charge of the procsram to takc steps to clarify the
reruirements. '"On October 11, 1943, Colonel Ilermen Beukema,
Director Army Specirlized Training Division, ‘Jar Department,
addressed a letter on En~lish III to presidents of institu-
tions participatinzs in the A37T. In it he made cseveral
criticisms of the handlinc of the course and several suscas-

tions for changes.

'lleny institutions have rercaréded the objectives
in speech in the Tns~-lish course outlire =2 cornsti-
tutine a different and sevarate »roblem from
instruction in writins and »eazadin~. This lLias
resulted in the introduction into the Ln-=lish
course of a lerre rrororticn of formal sreech in-
struction. Sore institutions devote as much as a
third of the course to it. It is nct belicved,
however, that this form~l instruction in sresch con
counteract hatits of slovenly thoucht end sxpressicn
unchecked in other class.s, not to say outside the
classroom. It is believed that every recitation
in every cless, not only in Inslish, should be
recarded as an exercise in spcech. If the trainee

rn

is required to orzanize his thourht and to express

"Spéaking Instruction in Collere Lilitzry Units", The

20.
r~uarterly Journal of Spcech, Vol. XXIX, December, 1943,

P. 422.




it clearly vhenever he participates in class dis-

cussions, if he is recuired in speech =s in writine

to epply the nrincirles of communication he hes

learned by criticsl readin~, it is helieved that

very little formal crecch instruction will be

necessary. It is imperative that soldiers be able

to mcke themselves understood, hut they need rot

be speechriikers. Certeinly the time that is de-

voted to rrectice in efter-dinner speech m:kinc

at sorie institutions mi~ht be used to better =d-

vantesse.!

Colonel Peukema's prorocal to chern-e the emrhasis on
sreech in Enclish IIT immediately aroused snccch teachers to
a realization that such a chan~z was a scrious blow to the
field in which they worked."~1

An example of interest shown by speech teschers in
the letter written ty Colonel Reuleria is exemrlified in an
article by Earl W. Wiley in vhich he expresses the feeling
that, ™Althouch e (syeech teacliers) arc re-uessted by the
preliminary objectives of the .3t to coiuduct work essen-
tially of a speech nature, this pcracrerh (the p-rasraph
just auoted from Colornel Feulera's letter) objects to the
introduction of *'formel spcech instruction' into Encslish III.
Now what 1is 'forrmal speech instruction'? If it is sorething
elocutionary, sormethinc declamatory in the bad sense, te~chers
of speech rsree with Colonel Peukemn's irdictment. Put if
'*formel speech instruction' recns the competent conducting

of speech classes that has teen done for msny years by corm-

retent speech teachers, then cualified educators will

21. "Speech News Letter", Iiationzl ..ssociation of Teachers
of Sveech, The Geor~e .,ashinton Universilty, ..ashlnzton
—————— - p
D. C., 110. 1, February 22, 1944, p. 2.
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nuestion Colonel Reukema's position, Certainly, devoting

one-third of the time in Znzlish IIT to sneech rroblems is

none too much if the course obicctives are to be realireq.

Speech instruction should be ~iven by teachers traineq
in speech, just as surely »s instruction in mathematics
should be ~iven by teschers traired in matheratics. The
teacher of speech is best cuelificd to kno.. the educational
brocedure for diesnosin- speecch deficiency ceses, and for
directing improvement of correction.

‘then Colonel Peukema ascerts, 'it‘is not telieved, how-
ever, that this formsl instruction in speech can countersct
hebits of slovenly thou~ht and exnression unchecked in other
classes, not to say outside the classroom,' the im=lication
is clear that a teacher of history, or veosraphy, for example,

will have the tire ena enthusiasm and trainin~- to rroduce

Speech improvement, and even overcore cpeech deficiencies,

in Army ‘students, as vell as schieve his own course objectives
in history and reosrarhy. This position is open to chzllsn-e.
Obviously, there is no chjection to hrvin- the teacher of
history, or geosraphy interest himself in the spcoech habits

of his students. The history or geosraphy classroom, however,
will not serve successfully as a sreech lsberctory. 'Devel-
obment of sound habits of brevity, correct pronunciation end
€hunciation, conciscness of exbression, =nd orsenization of
material. Development of variations in emvhacis throuch

o (X2} (D e —
tie correct use of such devices as volume of tone, accelera

I h & i?ooo"
tion ang retardztion of speed and the use of the paus
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Cbjectives like these eres not 2chisvedi by casusl and random
criticism. The settin~ up of criteria for sreech dia-nosis
and inrrovemnent will come from those treired for the task.
The Army student is likely to ~et no more rrofitable in-
struction in history or ~eo~ranrhy from the teacher of

22}
sreech.m=>

It arpears that thoush the sreech teanchers vere hecin-

nins to realize the necessity of clerifyin- their 4ifficulties

with the A3TD?, they vcre too lete in carryin; out cny =action
on the protlems.

",...0ur merters (srecch tcachers) in mcny institutions

demcnéded that every effort be mede to rrevent the rroposcd

chenge in this course (The chon~e referred to here is thet

suscested by Colonel Reukem=2 as ~uoted on preoes thirty-two

and thirty-three.) & consideratrle —art of this work fell to
Yarl 'lallace, then Chairmzn, Jenninss Roandol-h and */. Tlayes

Yeacer, then members of the issociation's War Committec,

which has now been replaced by the Cormittee on “ducational

Folicy. A conference .as held with Dr. Arthur L. II. 2ubin,

--ho has reneral supervision of the ~hole prcgram, under Colo-

nel BReukema, &nd lajor Hurh J. Cole, who is in charce of the

l1iberal arts section of the nrrocram. Ieter a confcrence was

held with Rrizsdier Genersl “Jalter L. “Jeitle, who is in

charse of the Army's trainin~ .ork, includin: the A8T, =t

"On A3TY, Enslish III", The "uarterly
pp. 17-18.

22, Wiley, Earl V., iy
Journal of Speech, Vol. XXX, Februery, 1944,
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which Rubin and Cole were rrez~znt. ‘e woere coafronted in
these and other negotidtions with the problem of attemrting

to change a decision that appears to have been made at least

as early as Sertember (1943); we were not asxesd either to
participate in the formulastion of -olicies about Enslish

III, or to advise. The principel reasons edv-nced by “‘citle,
Rubin, and Cole for the proposed char~e, in brief, vere:

1. It was not ori~inelly intended that the course he
divided between Inzlish «nd 3Spsech teschers as was
done in meay nleces.

2. There is no need for instruction in formal s»eech,
and particulerly no need for treining in after-dinner
speakinz and in m=kin~ snles t2lks.

(Mo s»necific inform-otion atout - here a«fter-dinner
speakines and sales tolks were teusht has come to our
attention.)

3. From now on the ,2T? trainezs will tve tralned for
snecimrl jobs as enlisted &nd non-corwilssioned per-
sonnel. 3ince the rrosram no lonzer coutenplatas
the trainins of officers, tliere is no nczd for
specch trainin-.

4, The p»roposed chan~e haos the annrovzl of the “lar De-
vertrent's Advisory Comnittee of collere ond university
presidents.

le presented the fonilisar arcuments in refutqation, in
brief form as follows:

1. Engclish terchers are not equipred to teach srecech,
and it is not surrrisin~ thoat institutions havins
speech teachers often divided the course.

2 “ie explained what sreech is and tic importance of a

speech trainines in developin~y effective communicetion.

3. /e pointed out that most of the cormunication of
trainees 1is certain to be oral resardless of their
later rank, end that to rwke this talk effective,
sneech trainine is required.

4. ‘e pointed out that coller~e and universit: presidents
are likely to be creatly influenced by a desire to
simplify administrative nrocedurs.

Since the ‘Jar Denartment said that the AGTP trainees do

not need form2l trainins in speech and had already made the
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declision to greatly rcduce emnhi sis on it, our failure to

hrins about a chance in rolicy m~y not bte too surrrisins.m>9d
Thus in the period t=tween urust of 1943 and Februesry,

1944, there was a dircct reversal in the attitude of the ‘37T%

officisls as to what should be required in the Enclish: AGT-111

course so far as speech was coicerned. TFor one cannot read

the directive cuoted on pezes twenty-seven to thirty without

realizing that speech trainins wes considered esn intecral

[=5

@

part of the course workx accordin~ to the ori-in-l directive.

t

¢}
[=3

Eowever, the directive issued on February 1, 1944, nade
»lainly understood that formcl speech instruction was to he
deleted from the English: A5T-111 course. . section of the
February 1, 1944 directive did de=1 'with sreech and read as
follows:

3. Speech

a, Instruction in srecch should be a by-rroduct of
other instruction in En<lish. Ivery occasion on
which the trainee sresks in class should be re-
marded as an exercise in sreech. The trrinee
should be recuirzd to svenk so that he can be
heard. He should be recuirzd to m.ke himself
clear.

b. Trainees whose speecil ilebits are so bad as to
require remecdial treatment may be miven srecial
instruction in speech. It is anticipated that
such trainees will te few. If tine for this in-
struction is not wevailable, specinl speech trainins
for this smell sroup mny be substituted for a few
hours of the reguler Enclish class, at the dis-
cretion of the instructor. It may ¢1lso be disirable
to devote a limited number of the regular class
periods to a discussion of coummon errors in sr:eech
so that instructors end treinees will hLave a mutual

23. "3peech News Lettert, Tatio
of Speech, The Georgze Jasil
2

n=z1 Association of Teachers
noton Unilverslity, .ashington

3
6, D.C., No. 1, Tebruary 22, 1944, pp. 2-3.



understandin~ of specch corrections m-de in the
Zn~lish course and in other Tacic Fhass courses.
Formal instruction in rutrlic swueakin~ is not
envisaged as part of the Tn~lish course, however.
It is imperative that soldiers te cble to reke
themselves undegpgtood, but they need not be
spreech-mukers."*

It is possible to conclude from t'e above ruoted direc-
tive that formecl speech troinin~ is to te completely discs-ded

so far as thte Enslish: AST-111 course is concerned. This

—e

is not entirely true. The adninistration and orcanization

of the Tn~lish: AG7T-111 under the directive, February 1, 1944
is left entirely to the school znd may bte hendledi as scen
fit.

"It is the intention of thosc in charr~e of Tnclish 111
here in ths 'Jar Department that the course shall not te
divided. However, how the new course shell be handled is
left entirely to the institution concerned, as in®the past.

There is no cbjiection whatever herz to havin~ s»eech te-chers

teach the =2ntire course, #n sneech teachers desirin~ to d

[0}

this should offer their scrvices. In addition to th: rossi-

bility tnet spcech teachers mey tesch the entire course,

they may serve the A3T Frocram in other'vays as cu-~~ested by

Col. A. J. Trudeay, Devnuty Director of MNMilitary Trainine-, in

the following letter (January 13, 1244) to Jenninss Randol h:
'The whole protlem of formal nublic sveaxin~ trainine in

the Army S»necislized Traiain~ Yro-rram, raised in your letter
to Colonel Reukema, 21 December, 1943, has besn very care-

24. "Speech News Ietter", Yationsl .issociation of Teachers
of 3nreech, The Ceorre ‘ashin~ton Unlversity, tashiluston 6,
D.C., 0. 1, February 22, 1914, . 3.
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fully considered. Genecral /eitle and rerresentatives of
the Curricula and Standards Brench, L.3.7.D., hove met with
Irofessors Yez~er and ‘Jallece, who rresented the views of
the teachers of speech, and the latter ~entlemen vwere ~iven
advence coples of excernts fror. the forthcomins curriculun
for English: A37-111, which curriculum contains the revised
directive for spreech instructicen.

The decision to curtail fornel snecch instruction ves
hased upon the changings charecter of cemands for A.S.T.F.
trainees and uron reports of teachines exp-rience from par-
ticipeting institutions. ELecause of the limited instruc-
tionel time available it w.as found necessary to delcte two
items from the revised En~lish curriculum: formel sreech
instruction end the form~l stuéy of literature.

It is not enviseced that teachers of speech will be
completely divorced from work in the A.3.T.F. The revised
curriculum, which soon i1l be issued, su-~eccsts thet th
speech teacher coorerate v ith terchers in other suhjects
such as En~lish, IIistory, etc., to act in the ccuacity of
monitor to check on end 2id in necessary corrective action
when the trzinee shows imoroper speach habhits. It is
also sugzested that speech derartrents coorernte with
military and acadenic authorities in undertakin~ clinicel
treatment for treinees -iho Liave speech defects gdich would
seriously imp- ir their usefulness as soldiers.m29

In reaiins throu~h the verious letters, recrorts and
directives issued on the En~lish: ..T-111 durins the ceven
month pericd, .uzust, 1343 to Februzry, 1%44, it cen be
concluded that even =mon~ those who were in charre of the
prosram no definite decision &s to the reed and rl-ce of
speech traininc was recched. It 1s possible that had more
schools teachin~ the IEnglish: A37-111 during this reriod
done & better job of directinz the speech trasining end had
there bteen sorie uniformity in the speech course outlire,

speech would not have been dealt with zs it was in the

25. "Speech llews Letter™, llational Associaticn of Teachers
of Speech, The Georse Jashinston University, Jashlnzton
6, D.C., l'o. 1, Februery 22, 1944, 7p. 3-4.
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Tebruary 1, 1944 directive. The decision re~ched ty the

AST officiels wes not the result of 2 harh-zard consideration,
tut rather the result of circumst-nces found to bte true
throuch an inspection of the monner in which colle~es and

wrn

universities were handlin~ the Zn-~lish: 437-111. Cannuscs

6]

where the AST was recelivin-e trainin~ were visited by A3T
officiels from ashin-ton ond they found such a diversifi-
cation of treatment of the ZIn~lish: A37-111, and in mony
cases such a weste of time that they felt ohlired to issue
the directive of February 1, 1944. There were, no doubt,
many reasons why formel speech trainin-~ showed such a variance
of orzaenization on the different comruses. The author will
not consider these differences excert as they sux~mest tiem-
selves in the inform=tion that will be included in the
following pages, received in re-uest to the author's letters
and questionnzires on war course outlines. Suffice it to
say here that the coursz in snrvech communication was orsan-
ized and taucht at come schools as a rart of the Tnslish:
A3T7-111 with a thorou~hness that -roved that it was a
necessary and separate course, the results of which could

be reached in no other way excert throu~h spesch. In each
cacse where such a course was tausht, it vwias s-ecifically
set-up to schieve the ~oals set forth in the requirements on
speech and listeninc outlined in the . GIr directive, Ing-
lish: A3T7-111, 24-124¢€5.

To better understend what vas and was not cccomplished
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by srezch departments in cooperatin~ :ith the Zn-~lish de-
rartments in the teechin~ of Enrlish: .5 -111, the suthor
w11l consider t.e information received from individu=zl
schools in enswer to his requcst for infora:tion on sreech
trainins for the A3Tir. Supplementary ratsrizl, ~atherad
from erticles that havs teen written on the subject will
also te made use cf. To fecilitcote ratters in this wtudy,
schools that resnonded to the author's -usstionnaires and
letters and any other cschools that ars used for illustrative

rurposes viill be considered in alrhsbetical order.

ALAT L ICTUTISITIIC TN ITLTE

Alebema Tolytechnic Institute did not re»-nr=te the
sneech and En-~lish tr-inin-~ of its 3T unit. 111 resuire-
ments of the direcfive ~uoted on puzes toenty-seven to
thirty were handled by the En~lish derartment of the insti-
tute.

"The En~lish Derartment is hendlin~ the Tn~lish and
speech for these (.i3Y1) trainees, and they heve askzd me,

iz for

U)

(E. D. Uess), to zive one lecture on s;eech as a ba
the trainins which the ZInzlish Department intends to ive

the trainees in the form of crel En-lish....It has bean -uite
difficult for me to condense one suarter's work into ~n hour's

lecture, tut I trust that the soldiers ill jain something

from this.n23

Instructor of

268. letter to the autior from T. D. o

1288,
Specch, Alabama Iolytechnic Institute, Suburn,
Cctober 12, 1243.

’
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!'r, ess ircluded alon~ with his letter =#n outlize of
the spesch he made to each of the ..3f units. FIe included
in this fifty minute lecture = discussicn of the nhysiolo-i-
cal basis of sreech, the :>sycholo~ical tasis of soeech end
the technique of outlinin~. .nyonz wcll eccruaint=d with the
detailed information included in such an cutline of informa-
tion will reelize why Mr. T'zss vas confronted with the
difficulty he mentions in his letter. The actual instruction
end practice in'cral presentation called for in the Znslish:
37-111 directive, was surervised a2t Alcohama Tolytechnic

Institute by the Enclish denartment ond not by anyore sre-

cificelly trained in the field of socech.

CITY CCILL=C™ CJ 77777 YCul

The author rsceived a very comrletz ond detailed outline
of tre speech trainincs offerzd st thoe City Collene of Mew
York as a part of the ®n~lish: A27-111 rro~ram. Mr. Zdward
. larmmen, Instrvector of Cr2l Tn~lich in 071 =t the City
Collece in a letter to the =author ct=ted, "...thet =2t City
Collegz the IEnzlich work is divided clmost e-uclly hetiecn
the English end the Tublic 3rezliing Departrments. 1In the
first term the Tn~lish Departmcnt takes two hours and the
Public Sreakins Department, one; the Inslish Department has

both hours of the second term; and the Tublic Spreckins De-

partment has both hours of the third tarn.

27. Ietter to author frem Tdwerd . Merven, Instruvctor of
Orel ®n~-lish in ’3T%, The City Colle~ec of Yew York,

~ar

New York, W. Y., Decemler 12, 17'3.
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Yr. Marren included clon~ vith his lether ond co
eyllaohus vhich will re fournd In full in the appendisz nman,
races I to II, the ohliectives of .37 Crul Zn-lish as tau~ht
at the City Collere.

"Ohjectives
To contributz to the develonment of @ more cffective
254!

officer rersonniel by troinir- in tle “r11012 25 anid rreccetices
of oral communication.

~

To irnculcate habits cr cle v .nd _reeise s-asch, to
develop resoncnt voice and mllitory prescuce, to train the
ability to or-rnice s;mnox rroteri- 1s and to present them
effoctlvely, and to develo; the _cver of sxercisins o ~ulding

™ :

role in discussion 211 for tle oir-oo

(

1) givin: conroinds

) recdin cud 1htor“1et*“; orders

) transnmlttin- meszees vio tzlelone
¢nd riicro’lhone

; instruction in drill

e =

®

derncustrations in the use and carce of
cculrment

,art:ﬁLj;tion in ~roup 4discuscions
public sypcaxinz

builéin: cnd seintainin~ morole

—~——
']
—_———

bne A
—

Sener=l Frocedure

The otjectives arc to be achisved bty ;“*ct:col wors
in the clessroom invelvin~ individusl evercisss in renéing
end sreeking, e-ch z:ercise to te folloved hy criticisns
from the lnstructov aund the ~rounr. Tucl stu'ont will be
~iven &s many orrortunities to o, zck tefore the ~rour ¢s
the limited t1r° allows. Tihe student will be exyected to
varticipate in the diccucsion zs vwell s to sreclk forwally.
Checks +ill be rade to test the student's #bility to listen
<cnur°t°1" to thet is kein; 3 15 Jrecicl hours will he aet
zcife for srerkin~ over o rlic qﬁdress systen., Instruction
in the rrinci»les of *ivjq_ o 11 Llon~, in lerdins- dis-
cussions s#nd confercnces, and in m“xlnt srezches V1ll
rrepare for the actu-l ;erfor::nce of thus>y tashts."

}_1

In the first term of the .37 Orel in-lish werlt ot th

City Collezz thie ctudent is required to ;articipcte in cix

2g8. Ibid.
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sreech situations.

f one hun-

O

The secon? sresch situntion involves = ~arac-raph
dred cnd fiftry to two hundéred ords frcm o Tok or rcrazine.
The instructor -t this time checks the student's voceel reso-
nence, distinctness of utter:nce, urdceirzatle m nrericms,

end reneral effectiveness. Tlhzs third srceeh citustion involvzs
militery comm'nés. This is followed ty & srecch ~iven cver

¢ T. A. system. The fifth sreecl talizs into @ ccount the

L e ile

rrobhlems of expository sneakin-. The fin~l s-eech is beased
on & report on an area cr an activity from a militery vi-
roint.

In the third term of the Zn-lich: 157-111 =t the City
Collere, Cral Enzlish is oe=2in taucht. In this course,
concsistins of to clagses - ~eek for tewelve wenks, cix
speeches gnd two discussions ~nre covered. The sreeches are
three to five minutes in len~th and troth expository =nd
nersunsive smeckin~ are tau~ht. There is, in addition to
the assicned srecches, one imrrom~tu s-ecech. For o more

detailed explanation of the courscs coz Anpendlix "', pu~es

III and IV.

T ooy o~
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