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INTRODUGCTION

The history of the Ku Elux Klan of the 1920's

is yet to be written., A careful check of the American
Historical Review, The Mississipri Valley lilstorical

Review, The Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature, and

other bibliographies reveals Loucks' The Ku Klux Klan

in Pennaylvanial, as the one lone study of this impor-

tant organization, The Klan was important, not so much
for any great achlevement, but because it claimed a
membership of nearly 5,000,000 Protestant, native,
white, American citizens,2 The popularity of the Klan
revealed much about the hopes and fears of the American
peorle then, as well as for years afterward.

The facts of the Klan are difficult to obtain
because the Klan orerated in secrecy, paraded behind
a mask, and attempted to rule by fear, The members
were under oath never to divulge the secrets of the Or-
der, Therefore, much of our common kanowledge of the
Klan 1s based on rumor, Its official records are diffi-

cult to locate; indeed, it is doubtful if many such

l, FEmerson He. Loucks, The Ku Klux Klan in Penn-
sylvania (Harrisburg, Pa., Telegraph Press, 19361+
« Ray Allen Billington, "Ku Klux Klan," in James
Truslow Adams, ed., Dictionary of American History
(New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 19L0), III, 218.




records are extant, The Order was not active long enough
to accumulate extensive records, Furthermore, members
were reluctant to divulge much pertinent infornation cone-
cerning Klan activity, not only because of the secret
oaths, but also, because the Order fell into public dis-
favor, The only written record left of the Elwood Klan
was the membership list which contained the names of the
individuals who joined the Order through 1923, The
minutes of the Klan in Elwood were burned in 1943 by a
former Exalted Cyclops,

Since Indilana was a leading state in Klandom, 1t
seemed profitable and practical to make a case study of
a particular community in that state. The Elwood come
munity was chosen for study because nearly one-half of
the eligible population were members of the Klan, Also,
the writer, having lived there during the early 1920's,
knew the community at the time., Further, he could enjoy
the confidences of the persons being interviewed, In
the absence of written redords, it was necessary to meake
four trips to the community to interview eyewitnessea and
former members, During the fifteen days spent In the
field, approximately forty people were interviewsd.
people who were residents of the community during the
height of Klan activity end in many cases personal ac-

quaintances of the vriter. The Elwood Call Leader, the

local daily newspaper, was examined pare by page, covering






a period of nearly four years, In sddition, court records
and personal letters have added bits of information, It

is hoped that this essay wlll make one small contribution
to a clearer understanding of the Ku Klux Klan, Only after
many similar studies are made, and the findings recorded,
will 1t be possible to write a history of the Klan on a

nationwide scope,



CHAPTER I
THE RISE OF T:IE MODERI KLAN

The Ku Xlux Klan was to & great extent another
manifestation of nativism which has occurred period-
ically in American history, From the time of the
statenent attridbuted to George Washington at Valley
Porge, "put no one but Americans on guard tonight,®
down through the EKnow-Nothing movement which collapsed
over the greater issues leading to the Civil ¥War and
including the antieCatholic American Protective Associa=-
tion of the last quarter of the nineteenth century, we
have experienced ample precedent for the Klan, Nativist
movements have appeared irmmediately following peaks of
immigration and the resulting disturbances in the char-
aoter of population.3

There have been four distinct waves of immiprants
arriving in this couniry, The first, which reached its
peak in 1855, began in 1831 and ended with the outbreak
of the Civil War, During this thirty year period four
million foreigners arrived on our shores, The second
wave cowering the years 1862 to 1877, with a high point
in 1873, like the first wave consiated of immigrants

3. valdimer O. Key, Folitics, Parties, and Pressure
Oroups (New York, Thomas Y, Crowell, 1342), Pe 155,



from the British Isles and Germany. Nine million fore
elgners were added to our population during the third
great wave of immigration from 1878 to 1898, the pesak
being reached in 1882, This wave was predominantly
German and Lnglish apeaking people, but in addition it
marked the beginning of the tide of lmmigrants from
eastern and southern Europe., It 1s significant too that
1882 was the year of the first federal control of immie-
gration, The fourth great wave, extending from 1898 to
the outbreak of World War I, saw over fourteen million
foreigners come into this country.h

The Know-Nothing movement following the first wave
of immigration sought to instill pure Americanism in the
popudation by insisting on the separation of the church
and state, by maintaining publis schools free from re-
ligious influence, and by lengthening the period of
naturaligation of aliens, During the second great wave
nativism was reflected in the Democratic and Republican
platforms in 1878, the Republican containing a recommene
dation for a constituiional amendment to prevent the use
of publiec funds to support sectarian schools, Nativism
found expression chiefly in the American Protectiveé
Assoclation during the third wave of immigration, This
organization, founded in Iowa in 1887, reac¢hed its peak
of popularity in 1894 snd 1895,5

l,. John Moffatt Mecklin, The Ku Klux Klan (New York,

Harcourt Brace and Co., 192)), Pe 129.
5. Ibid., p. 131,




Three conditions must be present for a nativist
movement to exist on any considersible scale, all of
which were present in the United States in the early
1920'3.6 First, there must be a large, recent Cathollo
immigration, Twentieth century immigration for the most
part, was from Catholic countries located in southern
and southeastern Europe., Second, sufficlent time must
have passed to obliterate the memory of the excesses of
the previous movement of this character, In the 1920's
most Americans had forgotten the excesses of the American
Protective Association movement, A third dondition, is
a vague, wldespread feeling of fear enhanced by the pinch
of economic want. The fear of Coamuunism and the campaign
of 1920 with its emphasls on the League of Natlions ques-
tion combined to create a feeling of fear of things
foreign., The economic slump of 1921, it must be remem=
bered, was nationwide,

According to its Declaration the Klan was not ore
ganlzed specifioally as & nativist movement but rather
as a Southern fraternal, ritualiatic, and patriotic or-
dor.7 The modern Klan, organized in 1915 by William J,
Simmons in Atlanta, Goorgit.a was & revival of ths Klan
of the Reconstruction period "remodeled and expanded’
into a ritualistic, fraternal, patriotic soclety of

0. Loucks, Xlan, p. 15e

o Mecklin, The Klan, p. 132.
5 Ibid., Pe 3o




national scope.” The mannerisms, officlal titles, dee
signs of paraphernalia, regalia, banners, flags, and
emblems of the old Klan were retained by the new,’
Three of the charter members of the new Klan were meme
bers of the old.10 The anti-Negro and law enforcement
aspects of the Klan were carried over from the Recone
struction periody the anti-Catholic and antieforeign
aspects were direct decendants of previous nativist
movements,

The 6rdor languished in Georgla and Alabama with
fewer than five thousand members until June, 1920, when
the founder entered into a contract with Edward Y,
Clarke and Mrs, Elizabeth Tyler, two Southern promo=
tional experts. By terms of this contract Clarke be=
came head of the Klan's propaganda department with
complete control of organization with Mrs, Tyler as
his nssiltant.ll Under this new leadership, which ex-
ploited the hates and prejudioces of the post war period,
the Klan spread with amazing rapidity.la By tradition
and spirit the Klan has been thought of as & purely
Southern institution., Its real strength was never in
the older South, but rather in that area west of the
H1881l81§p1 including northerm and eastern Texas, Okla-

homa, Arkansas, northern Louisians, across to California

. Constitution and Laws of the Knirhts of the Ku
Klux Klan (Atlanta, Georgia., 1921}, Pe Je
10, Mecklin, The K 8n, Pe Le
11. rbid.' p.-T:
12, Ibld., pe 3l.




and Oregon, and later in the hiddle %est with particular
strength in Indiana and Ohio,13

For organization and Jurisdictional purposes the
Klan divided the United States into territorial divisions
designated as Realms, each Kealm usually embracing a
single state, The Realms were divided into Provinces
consiatlng of one or more counties, DBotlyi the Realms
and Provinces were numbered in order of their formation,
A Klan was the local unit of the organizationj its ter-
ritorial jurisdiction was called the Klanton, and it
usually extended half way to the Klan nearest unless
otherwlse designated by higher nuthority.lh

Two events ware of extreme importance to the spread
of the Xlan, although they were both quite accidental,
The first was the exposure of the Klan by the lev York
¥orld, the findings of which were published in elghteen
of the leading newspapers of the country including some
important papers of the South.l>

Concurrently with the growth of the Klan after June,
1920, there was considerable crime and lawlessness in
some Southern states, particularly in Alabama, Louisiana
and Texas, In fact, the World reported four k'illinps,
one mutilation, twenty-seven tar-andefeather parties;

forty-one floggings and five kidnarpings between October

1 [y ibido' p. 31.
1;., Constitution, pp. 13-1l.
15, uecklln, The Klaa, pe 1.



1920 and Yctober 1921.16 The World stated that theso
outrages were the direct or indirect result of Klan ace
tivity. As mignt be expected Imperor Simmons most em=
phatically denled that the Ku Klux Klan had anything
to do with them, The important point about the Yorld
investigation was that it bfought about an investigation
by Congress in Ootober, 1921.17

Without repeating the details of the evidence pre-
sented before the Congressional Committee, & few points
should be noted, &Simmons was successful in turning
aside every effort of the “ommictee to coanect the offi-
cial Klan with the outrages that were attributed to it
by the ¥World and a large part of the public, and the
investigators could not find enough concrete evidence

18

to warrant federal action, Simmons! emphasis of the
1dealistic and fraternal aspects of the Klan was so
effective that it precluded any thought of wrong doing
and responsibility on the part of the Official Klan with
the activities of the local Klan, W¥hen he denied the
official Klan's responsibility for the action of the local
Klans, he put his finger on the real power of the Ku Klux

Klan: the local organization.19

16, JIbld., p. 9

lg. Isia., Pe 10.
18, Isid., Pe 21,

19. m.. PPe 29-30.
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Since the Congressional investigators could nct
find sufficlent cause for eaction against the Flan, it
could proclalm its innocence to the country at large,
After tuoe exposure by the ¥orld and the fullure of the
failure of the Investijators to substantlate tlie chsarges,
the Klan increased 1ts membership by one inl1lliosn within
the following twelve morths .20

# third milestone in the development of the Order
in the United States occurred in Atlantes, Ceorgie, during
the Imperial Klonvokation held in the city in November,
1922, W, J, Simmons was ousted from his offlce of Ene
peror and Imperial Wizard by & group of schemlnpg and
anmbitious men who thought he was neglecting the finencial
and political possibilities of the Order, This group
created the position of imreror for Simions and gave him
the harmless task of developing nigher dszrses and supare
vising the ritualistic espect of the Xlan, Dr, Hiram V,
Evans, & struggling dentlst from Dallas, Texas, was eloected
Imperial %izard with full executive and financial control,
Alding Evans in this action was Fred L. Savazec, a former
prlvate detective, and David C. Stephenson, the personable
and energetic Grand Dragon of the Realm of Indiana.21

The effect of this change iIn leadership was soon
reflected in Klan policy and activity. In the South the

20, Williem G, Shepherd, "The Flery VYouble Cross,"
Collier?!s, vol, 82 (July 8, 19286 Pre. 8=0,

21, Loucke, Xlan, ppe L5-L
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Klan had scquired an evil name under the Simmons«Clarke
regime because of masked lawlessness, and Evans wanted

to raise prestige by inaugursting reform, IHe annulled
the contract with Clarke and wnen the Atlanta Klansmen
objected to Clarke's dismlissal, Evans disbanded the
Atlanta Klan, Charges of violation of the Mann Act were
brought against Clarke and his influence was killod.az
Simmona was persuaded to retire and to sell his interest
in the organization for $1,6,500, In addition, Evans
commissioned General Nathan B, Forreast as Grand Dragon

of Georgia with instructions to stamp out lawlessness in
the state, In an attempt to check unauthorized Klan demon-
strations and make {t essier to apprehend non-moembers who
comnitted lawless acts while disgulsed as Klansmen, Evans
required all members to‘dopoalt their robes with the
door=keecperas of their Klaverns when leaving,23 This
particular requirement was ignored in Elwood, Indiana,

as eome members kept their robes for many years,

Since there had been but 1ittle lawlessness on the
part of the Klan in the North, D, C. Stephenson was under
no pressure to regaln rublie approval by following the
reform methods used in the South., On the contrary, he

was in position to relax discipline, With Sterhenson,

22, Ibid., pe 4B
23. m.: p: L‘.S.



money became the important thing, recrulting was syeeded

up, and members came In by the humdreds, The Illan was

2

changed from an order to & movement,

2L,. 1Ibid., rre L9-50,

12



CHAFTER 11
TiHI ELWO0D COuiUNITY

As late as 1850 Indiana's population was pre-
dominantly Southern, composed of emigrants from slave
holding states,as The ancestors of these early settlers
in the south half of the state came through the Cumber=-
land Gap or down the Ohio River, then north along the
streams and trails to the interior of the wilderness,
They were of good stock and had the best traditions as
well as the worst soclal views of the old Virginians,
From across the Ohio came many who were closely allied
to the poor whites of the South, Many ScoetcheIrish
Calvinists found their way into Indiana after migrating
from the highlands of Pennsylvania down the valleys
to Virginia and North Carolina, In general, theylwure
an energetic, industrious, sturdy, and religious group
of people., The life of the state was influenced for
decades by these lottlerl.26

25. Henry Clyde Hubbart, The Older liddle West
(New York, D. Aﬁploton~Century Co., 1536), p. 6.
_ﬁ E. Henry, "Some Elements of Indiana's
Population,” Indiana Historical Soclety, Publications, iv.
(1908), 389.




Although Blwood 18 north of the old Kational Road,
which is generally econsidered to be the dividing line
between the Southern influence in Indiana on the oﬁe
hard and the Northern and New England influence on the
other, 1ts population still shows definite influence of
Southern background, The Klan, under conslderation in
this study, drew 1ts members from Elwood and flve towne
ships in the northern half of Kadison Couty which was
settled by Boutherners., Fipe Creek Township was organ-
ized in 1833, The first settler, who came in 1830, was
a native of Ohioj of the next three, two were from dorth
Cerolina and one from Virginia, The first three settlers
in Van Buren Township, which was organized in 1837, were
from ¥irginia., The first settlers in Duck Creek and
¥onroe Townshirs were from southem Ohio and North Caroe
lina respectively, In 1838 two settlers came to Boone
Township from North Carolina and of the next fourteen,
ten were from the same state, three from Virginia, and
one from Dolawaro.27

One important result of the soclal views of the
early settlera on the life of the state was thelr treat~

ment of the Negroes who have never fared well in Indiana,

37T, Jé J. Eoftervillez comp., Centennial giatony
Of Madison ‘Younty, Indiana (Anderson, Indiana, Historians!
Kssoclatlion, igEES, E, 260,



Prior to the Civil Var the begro coulid not be a witness
against a white. Mlegroes and mulattoes were forbvidden
to erter the state and they could make no legal contracts
according to the state constitution of 1850, Ons group
at the constitutional convention of tiat year advocated
the confiscation of property used to shelter & Negro or
mulltto.28 An acquaintance of the writer atill points
with pride to the tree on the courthouse lawn in kKarion
where two Negro youths were lynched in 19320,

The residents of the Elwood community have had,
ard still had in the 1020's, a strong antieNezro attitude,
For many years a local tradition has exlsted to the effect
that "no Negro should let the aun set on his head in
Elwood.” Crace Tyner stated that a prominent early Zl-
wood citigzen clrculated & petition prounloviting any iiegro
remaining over night in Elwood, thus giviag rise to the
tradition.

In announcing a football zame between the local
American lLegion team and & visiting Negro professional
team, the local paper used as its headline, "All Black
Coonsl®9 On another occasion, the local paper rrinted
an item headed "Darkies Get Out of Towm" concerning two
young Negroes who had jumped off a freight train and

wore taken into custody by a patrolizan, OUn tho way to

28, Hubbart e Older Middle West, p. 49,
29, kElwood 6aA_ eader, vctober 12, 1922, p. 6.
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police hcadquarters the two stated thet they thought

they were 1in Muncle, They were told, however, that they
were in Llwood and tnat people of thgir race were not
welcome there. kayor Faust told them that there were

folks of their color in Alexandria, Jjust nine miles east and
he asked them if they didn't think walking in that direce
tion would be good. VFhereupon the Negroes replied yes and
started walking toward %lexandria. The raper further atated
that "Elwood, while 1t has no Negro residonts and does not
encourage their peorle to linger here, has never nilstreated
anyocne having business in this city or chance vlisitors,
eithar,"30

Indiana contributed to the American Frotective

Association in its bitter campaign of hate against
Catholiclsm. > That attitude dld not entirely disappear
during the intervening thirty years as i{is shown by the

fact that snmme of the members of the American Frotective
Assoclation Joined the Klan in order to carry on the

fight. In this state, the Klan médvement was largely an
expreasion of fear and susplcion of the Catholic Church,.32
The early settlers were members of the Methodist, Dhaptist,
Congregational, Presbyterian, and Christisn Churches which
were all anti-popish,

30. J1bid., rey 18, 1923, p. 1.

3l. Humph;ey Je D;smond: The A.P.A.lovement (Vashing=
ton, New Century Preas, 1912), p. 4D,

32, Hecklin, The Klan, pe 3ie.
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As a reflection of the early migration, Elwood
is predominantly Protestant, The Christian Church,
which was organized in 1865l, was the strongest numeri-
cally in Madison County, and in 192 it had a congrepa-
tion of twelve hundred,’3 Although the Methodist Church
was organized in 1851, it did not attain the numerical
strength of the Christian Church.Bh Other denominations
which had considerable strength Include:t the Baptist,
'roabyterian, Episcopalian, United Brethren, and Congre-
gational Churchu.3S The Catholic Church was not far
behind the Protestant churches In establishing 1itself
in the community. In 1865 the Catholics established
a Mission which served one Sunday each month, but it
was not until 1889 that it became a regular pnrlsh36
which grew to a membership of twelve hundred and sixty=-
five in 192&.37 It has played an important role in the
life of the community,

Elwood is an industrial and agricultural city
located some forty-five miles northeast of Indianapolis,
Like many other smaller cities in that section of the
state, Elwood en joyed the gas boom of the 1890t's, On
December 1l, 189C, the Indlanapolis Journal referred to
Elwood as the "gem city of the natural gas belt,"

gﬁ. Netterville, History of Madlson County, I, 167.
. Ivid,, I, 1615
35. mmng I, 171-780

36. mﬁ., I’ 179"81.

37. PFathor Thomas J, Hammes letter to writer,
December 23, 1952,
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Capltalists were expected to arrive that week from Cine
cinnati, ;ndinnapolin, and Columbus, To help its own
cause, Elwood gave a tin=-plate company fourteen acres of
land on the o0ld Kidwell farm near the well "Vesuvius,"

and that factory was the backbone of Elwood industry for
over forty years, ‘Eho factory owners sent their lawyer

to Elwood where his son, Wendell Wilikio, was born in
1892.38 At this same factory James J. Davis, former Sece
retary of Lkabor, spent his early years. Elwood had a pop-
ulation of 2,284 in 1890, but by 1900 it had mushroomed

to 12,950 while the total population of Elwood and the five
townships included in this study had reached a total of
36,963.37

Shortly after the winter of 1905 gas gave out

almost everywhere in the zas belt and Elwood began to
decline, liith the failure of natural gas, industry

closed or moved away and Elwood became an area of de=
celining population in a state that was increasing at a
constant rate, DBetween 1900 and 1920 the population of

the area dropped by 30 per cent whlle the state as a whole
had increased by approximately 16 per cent b0 1In 192, there
remained 15 industrial firms with 3,450 on their payrolls.

38, dJohn Bartlow Martin, Indiana; An Interpretation
(New York, Alfred A, Knopf Co., R

35. United States Bureau of the Censua, Thirtoenth
C.naua of the United States: 1910 Population,

aton e Csp United States Government Prlntinp

Oftice, 1913), b, E3l.

4O. United States Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth C
sus of the United States: 1920 Population, Vol, III. p.

2.
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Among these firms were three élnning factories which eme
ployed six hundred people on & seasonal basis.hl The
effect of emigration on this community is difficult to
evaluate. Economic motives are predominantly responsible
for migration whether internal or external, Emigrants,
however, are probably a little above the average of the
group from which they go in respect to intelligence and
adaptability. It 1s possible that their going might prove
to be a drain on the home community which would weaken it

L2

in time, It would seem that in an area of declining, or
stable population, the young and venturesome individuals
would be among the first to go, leaving the more conservative
element for the leadership in the community,

Politically, the community has been a Democratic
area in a generally Republican state., The people of
Indiana voted the Republican ticket in national electlons
from 1896 through 192, with the exception of 1912 when
the Republican Party Split.h3 Madison County followed the
same pattern except in 1908 and 1918 wien 1t gave a Demo-
cratic majority, and in 1912 when it gave a Frogressive

plurality to Theodore Roosovolt.hh In local politics the

community was generally Democratic. W, A, Faust, & Democrat,

41, HNetterville, Histq_z of Madison County, 260,
42, Warren S, Thompson, Po ulathn Problems (ﬁo' York,
McOraw~H1ll Book Co,, 19&2), Pe
43, Bdgar &, Robinson, The Presidontial Vote,
18%&-1922 ﬁStanford University, Stanford University Press,
Pe 402,
by, Ivid., p. 189
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served as mayor of Elwood from 1922 to 1928 beiny suce
ceaded by Ed Bonham of the same rarty, Mayor Lewls served
from 1320 to 1922 and was elected on the Soclalist ticket,
Democrat Frank Behymer was serving as trustee in Pipe
Creek Township at that time, ‘

The educational oprortunities of Elwood were not
deficlent; in fact, Flwood possessed & good school system
consisting of five elementary schools in al!dition to a
high school and a junlor *1rsh school, and it employed
seventy-seven teachers., The total enrollment for 1623=2)
was 2,500 which reflected an increase of 100 per cent over
the previocus six years, The hirh school curriculum ine
cluded the usual acadomic courses of the timons well as
such vocational sub jects as homs economlcs, manual traine
ing, general shop work, metal work, electrical work, and
vocatlional agriculture, It also malntained an orchestra,
.blnd, glee club, and 1t offered students the opportunity
to have music lessons during school hours.l#S In addition
to the public schools there was @ parochial school through
the tenth grade with a total enrollment of 281 pupils.h6

The adequacy and use of the library would seem to
indicate that Elwood was a reasonably welleread community,

A public library was organized in 1899, and the rresent

5. Netterville, History of Kadlison County, I,
[ ]

2l15=1
1}6. Ibid.. I. 217.
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Carnegle Liprary was opened to the public on June 1,
1904, a branch maintained in Frankton and library privie
lezes were granted to all re:zidents of Pipe Creek Towne
lhip.h7 In 192} the library owned a collection of 11,210
volumes and could well be proud of a total circulation
of 64,392 volumoshe which was considerebly above the average
over the United States as a whole, The number of volumes
ocirculated and the number of borrowers served during the
year constitute the most reliable and tangible yardstick
in measuring the library's social significance to the com-
munity, Vhile such statistlcs cannot be qualitative, they
do show the number of citizens in a community who take ad-
vantage of certaln. features of a public service which 1is
educational and cultural in nuturo.hg

Elwood was well sorved by newspapers: the local

paper, the &lwood Call Leader, had a circulation of 3,162

which compared favorably with the dally circulation of
other newspapers in cities of compareble size in the state
of Indiana,© The Call Lesder's circulativ. is more im=
pressive when the competition with papers from larger
citles 18 considered: two morning papers, the Muncie

Morning Stap and the Indianapolis Star, as well as one

7. Ibvid., I, 22,
48. Evelyn Stickler letter to writor, December 13, 1952,
2. Louls R, Wilson and MauriceE. Tauber, The
Geograghz of Readinpg (Chicago, University of Chicaro Press,
# Pe .
50. K. ¥, Ayer and Sons', American Newspaper Annual
and Directory (Philadelphia, N. %, Ayer and vons, 1925),
Pe 209,
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evening paper, the Indianapolis News were popular in
Elwood.

Elwood had no Negroes, almost no Jews, relatively
few Catholics or foreigners. The strength of the XKu
Klux Klan must have resulted not from sny problems
created by these groups, but rather from vague fears of the
uwniknowm. To borrow from Harrison in the Atlantic, there
are feow things a man can do with greater safety in his own

home in klwood than to shake his fist at the Pope in Rome,



CiAPTiR III
TS ELAR CO4mS TO ELWO0OD

Tha exact date of the charter of the Klwood Klan,
or the VWhite City Klan No, 19, as 1t was officially
desirnated by the Order, 1s nct known. Accordin: to
a statement of the last ixalted Cyclors of the local
Klan, all records were burned in 154l with tho excep-
tion of the membership list, The llst showed that
ons membar pald the ten dollar donatlon Septembar 15,
1922, and that the charter members pald theilr donatlons
rrior to thet date to & lr, House in Indianapolis.55
This was nearly one year after the exposure of the Klan
by the New York Egglg'and after the Congressional inves=-
tigation which followed,

There was considerabls talk about the Klan but

the editor of the Elwood Call Leader did not know of

any members or of the local chapter before October 7,
1922.56 The general public first learned of the Klan
activity in Elwood then after a notice appeared in the
paper of nearby Tipton which eannounced a mesting to be

held in Kokomo, Elwood was to be represented at this

-7

55+ Ahembership list,
56, Flwood Call Leader, October 7, 1922, p. 1.




moeetinz, The publlc did not have to wﬁit much longer
for mora tangible evidence of Klan activity 1n the
cormunity, for durlng the night of October 11, 1922,
ambitious Klansmen put up many rostsrs of brown paper
bearing the initials K. K. K, The posters were rather
crude, drawn with ink on meat wrapping psper, affixed
vith stickers to the window panes of many bualness places,
Saveral groups of strangers were in tue city durlng the
morning and local residents thourht evidence polnted
toward a Klan demonstration similar to those held in
many surrounding citles, Furthermore, reports of seve
eral nisht meetings, which were held near the 0ld faire
grounds, followed the arpearance of the Klan postera.57
The character of the charter members of the White
City Klan Ko, 19 followed the general pattern laid down
for the Klan by Emperor Simmons in establishing itself
in a comiunity in that only the top stratum of soclety
was Invited to Join, It would be extremely difficult
to choose a more respected or influventilal group among
Elwood oitizens, These men were the businos;; civic, and
soclal leaders of the community: among whose nawmes ap=
peared on the membership list were physiclans, merchants,

e
bankers, school teachers, and other professional pac:ple.)8

" 57, d4bld, Gotober 11, 1922, p. 1.
sg. Kombership List, ps L.
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W. He Durr believes that they were all thirty-second de=
gree Hasona.59 At this proint in the recruiting process
& prospective member was gilven a questionnalre to couplets
and return to a post offlce box, A rhotoatatic copy of
such an application form sppears on the following page,
The questions which appear on the application are,
with some execeptions, closely tied to the objects and
purposes of the Order as given in the following excerpt
from the Klan Constitutlons

The ob Jects of this Order shall be to
unite white male persons, native-=born Gentile
citigzens of the United States of America,
who owe no allegiance of any nature or dsgree
to any foreign government, nation, institution,
sect, ruler, person or peoplej whose morals
are poodj whose rerputations and vocations are
respectable; whose hsblts are exemplary; who
are of sound minds and eighteen years or more
of age, under a common oath into & brothsrhood
of strict regulations; to cultivate and prozote
ratriotism toward our Civil Governmenty to
practice an honorable clannishness toward each
otherj to exemplify a practical benevolencej
to shielf the sanctity of the hnme and the
chastity of womahood; to maintaln forever
white supremacyj to teach and faithfull in-
culcate a high spiritual philosophy turough
an exalted rituaslism, and by a practical de-
votion to conserve, protect and maintain the
distinctive institutlions, rights, privileges,
principles, tgaditions, and ideals of pure
Americanism, 00

Question three indicates the possibility of diseriminating
against some occupations, The answer to question six

might deny membership to a divorced man, Question eleven

T3, Told to the writer by W, H, Purr,
60, Constitution, Article II, Section I,




s IMPERIAL PALACE

INVISIBLE EMPIRE

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan

(Incorporated)

JUN 231921 .

AULIK OF THE

IMPERIAL WIZARD

Dear Sir: > ‘
We have been requested 'by one of your personal friends
to get in touch with you, and inform you of this organization.
And, in view of this request, we are sending you this form. When
we receive this with all’ the questions below properly answered by
you and if same is satisfactory we will impart to you the inform-
ation your friend desires you to have. Without delay you will fill
in, sign and return by early mall You will find stamped envelope
°nclose for this purpose.
. Very itruly yours,
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN,

Is the motive prompting your inquiry serious? ...
What is your age?.................. G S e s et B el T e S I D et e e
WHhat 18 YOUT: OCCUPBUON P-....... oo i iiiiiiiisnnn cussiisisntossssatinnsintins sinanmm oot senniianenta iasesasnsntianoddnss
Where were you born? e i e Bt b AR A B et e A s s R AT
How. long have you resided in your present BOCRMEY'Y kit it e St it thain s e A et g oed
Are you married, single or WIdOWeT ... ... e e e s seeemm e e eenenee
Were your parents born in the United States of America?...............
Are you a gentile or Jew . ...t B T RN L e e A
Are you of the white race or of a colored race? ......... o
What educational advantages have you?.............c.ooommmrnnnennnn.. : £
Color of eyes?...................... Halr Yoo Weight?.......................... Height?........................
Do you believe in the principles of a PURE Americanism ?
Do you believe in White Supremacy?...........c.cccoeeeeeee..

WRAL 18 your POl ... o e e e i i e s i s e e e i et
What is your religious faith?............ ... samlaT s e S T s e
Of what church are you a member (if ANY ?) ...
Of what religious faith are your parents?............imceeeeeee et
What secret, fraternal orders are you a member of (if any?)....... .. . 2
Do you honestly believe in the practice of REAL fraternity?
Do you owe ANY KIND of allegiance to any foreign nation, government, mstltutxon, sect,

18, PULST OF POTBONT .......coicomcmomiisisssisossstossamsossmrminsnssossissnsosisessssinsastsantnsnsavamsannssnasnsassnsssstihit anseinn
f ost solemnly assert and affirm that each question above is truthfully answered by me and

in my own handwriting and that below is my real signature.

PR AN
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e

bt et
N
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bt
%

PRI S

8

L T A T P
Business Address.................ooooomimmimiieieieeeeceeeeeeeeaeeean Residence Address.......cccccooveeeeiiieeceeeeeiieieeececeeeeeeeeeenees
Telephone No............ T T A AN M L
Date 19 LSOO s e B

N. B.—-Imnlbmhnotnﬂchnttomwnqnuﬂon,tbmmkoyourmuonthother-idootthhm
the answer to correspond with the question.
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indicates that a chance combinatlon of height, weight,
color of eyes and hair might exclude & man in spite

of his answer to the other questions., “uestion ten would
indicate some esducational qualification for membership,
but that point is not mentioned elsewhere. Questions
seven, thirteen, fourteen, seventeen, and elrhteen cover
an area which seem to be of no importance to a "patriotlc,
ritualistio, and fraternal order," Question twenty was
put in no doubt to exclude Catholics, but it could cone
ceivable indicate a fear of Communist attenurts at infile
tration,

The organizers of the Klan in Elwood imew of the
adverse criticism of the Ordér and took measures to coune
teract 1t. A meeting scheduled for OUctober 17 was for
the purpose of dlscouraging any unfriendly feeling and any
thought of radicalism held by a fow of "the yood citizens"
in the community, The organization told tiie people it stood
for the betterment of mankind and the happiness of humanity,
All ocitizens who had received invitations were urged to
attend the meeting and receive first hand information cone
cerning the purpose, ideals and the truth of the Klan.61

Although‘no record exists of any serfous interference
with Xlun parades in Elwood, with the exception of a few
fist fishts precipitated by the "Had House Gang,'62

€1. Elwood cgll Leader, October 12, 1922, p. 1.
62, Told to the writer by Earl Trick,
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the Klan leaders attenpted to give such an impression to
tne public, It was good publieity to magnify the dangers
and stir the comnunity by alluding to some veiled threat

to the orderly and patriotic activity of this pure American
Urder, No doubt this was calculated to incresse interest
in the Klan and to !nsure a large audlencs for its pudliec
denionstretions, ke pald sdvertisement on the previous

rare, wvhich arpeared in bhe Clwood Call Leader on December

S, 1922, 18 a typical example of such technique. It also
contains many of the ldeas found in the Xlan Articles of

Falith enumerated heret

1, Tenets of the Christian religion,
2+ White supremacy,
ﬁ. Protection of our pure womanhood,
e Just laws and liberty.
2. Closer relationship of Puree~Americanism,
« Upholding of the “onstitution of the United States,
g. The sovereignty of our States Kights,
o Freedom of speech and press,
Q¢ Clocer relationship between carital and labor,
10, Preventing of the causes of mob violence and lynching.
11, Preventing of unwarranted strikes by foreign labor
agitators,
12, Frevention of fires and destruction of prorerty
by lawless elements,
%ﬁ. The limitation of foreign immigration,
e The much needed }local reforms,
15, Law aad order,

- These articles are sufficlently broad to attract nearly
all citizeons and it was part of the Xlan policy to stress

those artlcles &g local conditions might dictato.bh Aes 1n

R 6. Loucks, Klan 5. 33,
6h. Ibide, pe 20e
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the psld advertisemernt, the Klan leaders stressed Ameoricanism
and Protestantism, two terms that are Interchanzesable to a
nativist or a Mensman, Tho pure Alierlcsn vacs of the old
American stoclk, and thc old Amerlcan Stock war Frotestent,
"Protestantism 1s but the rsliglous rhass of Americanism."ss
Here *n this acdvortisement the princizles c¢f the Klan ere
beingz thraatensd, and the local leaders accepted the challenge,
As the recruiting canralgn continued in Elwood, the
Klan bacame less selective in 1ts mertaerehip, the base was
broadiened, and anyrons, resardless of hl:s station in soclety,
was accoptable provided he was a native born American, gene-
tile, Frotestant, white and had the necessary ten dollars,
In one cese the ton dollsrs was provided br the grenerosity of

66 .

a friend, e organization vas so ruccesszful in its meme
bership drive that on December 18, 1922, the 1,018th member
was inltiated {nto the Yhite Clty Elan No. 19.67 By the
surmer of 192} the incredible numbar of th!rty-four hundred
names arreared on the membersh'p list, Thia phonomenon took
place in an area which in 1920 showed a total rorulation of

68 Thus nearly one-half

appfoximately twenty-six thousand,
of the adult male, American born, white, Protestant residents

of thls area Jjoined the Ku Klux Klan within a period of two years,

65. Mecklin, The K an, Pe 13&-0
66, Told to'tﬁz'writor by Ce N, dicClintock,
T« HMemborship List,
68, Unitcd Ttates Sureau of the Census, Fourteent
QﬂﬂﬁHﬁ of the United Statess 1920 Population, Vol. i,
Pe 41
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The White City Klan No. 19 was less than one year
old when the Klear Konsclence Klan No, l of tha women's
organization of the Ku Klux Klan was established in
Elwood. On the night of May 18, 1923, two or three
hundred people tock part In the organizatlon of the

local women's branch of the Klan., llere arain, the Call

Leader revortsed that 1t was known that the project was

under way but there was: no advance announcement &s to

the exact date of the formal organization meeting.ég

Tho women adopted, with minor modificatio-ns, the constl-

tution and ritual of the men's order., The donat!lon was

only five dollars, four dollars of which was retained by

the Klearle and one dollar sent to national headquarters.7o
Just five months later, on tha night of October 18,

1923, the Jynior Ku Klux Klan held an initiation ceremony

at the old fairgrounds.71 This marked the first arpenrance

of the Junior Klan in Elwood. On August L, 192, the Junior

Order held a parade in Elwood, the first parade of Junlor

members in the state, Fifty candidates took the oath prior

to the parade, "There was plenty to eat, interesting music,

and it was an orderly meeting."72 In fact, the local parer

regulerly emphasized the "orderliness" of Klan meetings,

suggesting a desire on the part of the editor to counteract

criticism of the Klan,

©9. Elwood Call Leader, May 19, 1923, p. 1.

70. Loucks, Klan, p. 150.

71, Elwood Call Leadier, October 18, 1923, p. 1.
72, Ibid., August L, 1924, p. 1.
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From outward a; pearances, the chlef business of the
Klan was to hold outdoor meetin;s and initiations, burn
flery crosses, and follow up with a parade, These activi-
ties were widely publicized, drew huge crowds and, it seems
safe to say that they wesre the most effective means of re-
cruiting., It can be doubted that the Klan leaders were
actually afraid that their first parade in Elwood scheduled
for December 9§, 1922, would be prevented. But how better
could the event be advertised than to appear to be appre=
hensive about the safety of the particirants, It was not
uncommon practice to have searchlights at outdoor initla-
tlons, These searchlights wcre mounted on a platform about
fifteen feet above the ground to enable the operator to
sweep all parts of the are- and detect any sples who might
be attempting to rgaln admittance to the ceremony.73

So far as is known, crosses were not burned in the
Elwood area to frighten or harm any particular individual,
or warn anyone to leave the community, They were a spec=
tacular and an economical method of letting the public know
about and adding to the mystery of the Order. The Elwood
Klan would send requests to the Klans in neighboring cities
to send members to participate in local parades. The White
City Klan No, 19 would in turn send representatives to other

cities to help swell the l!ne of marchers for their parade,

~73. Told to the writer by Donald Brown.,
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In the months that followed the Initisl errearance
of the Klan in Elwood there wers numerous parades and
demonstratlons in the city aswell as in surrounding
communities, ¥lwood was well reprresented at the mectings

held elsewhere and the Call Leader gave publicity to such

events, It haes not been established that the editor of

the Call Leader was a Klansman but the publicity of the

local chapter was never unfavorable in the early years
and usually all items concemlng the Klan appeared on the
frort pa;e.

Summaries of a few articles in the Call Leader will

serve to 1llustrate the favorable publicity gilven, as weil
as the nsture of Klan actlivities,

Several Elwood reorle attended a parade in Anderson
on Saturday night, Octobsr 28, 1922,7& Some two hundred
Elwood Klansmen participated in a rarede in Tirton on
Saturday nicht Nowvember 18, 1922,75 On November 27th,
several hundred men were initlated by the Klan whille tvo
thousand Klansmen werein attendance. Scores of reorle
watched while the members drove throuch the city to the
south and into a field wvhere everything was in res’iness
for the ceremony, A spotllight was mounted on a rlatform so

that the entire fleld could be kept undar surveillance¢76

7. Elwood Call Leader, October 30, 1922, p. 1.
75. Ibid,, November 20, 1922, p. 1.
76. Ibid., November 28, 1922, p. 1.
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£ large crowd witncssed a parade and Klan meeting
Satur<ay night, Decermber Qth, Approximately three hun-
dred robed marchers partlcipated in the parade whlich ended
at tae armory, but only a few marchers entered the building,
The remnalnder went to thelr parked cars aazd then on home to
Tipton, Anderson, Muncle, and possibly some other towns
nearby, The parade was headed by several men on horseback,
acconpanied by a good band from Muncle and one from Alexandria,
The bands played patriotic alrs along the way including

Onward Christian Soldiers, A huge flery cross was kept

burning at the south end of the bullding during the exer-
cises, The words of the ritual wers sroken so that they
were plainly audible to the audience. The oath pledged
allegiance to the nation and the flag, reverence to God,
and the protection of womanhood, The ceremony was given
the most respectful attention by the large crowd which at
the close of the meeting jolned in the singing of America.
The Reverend P. L. Greenwalt rronounced the bonediction./7

An item in the Call Leader announced tnat Keverend

Blair of Atlenta, Georglia, who was a national speaker for
the Klan, would speak in Elwood the following nicht on the
full object and purpose of the Ku Klux Klan, A cordial

invitation was extended to the public to attend the meeting.78

77 o Ibid,, December 11, 1922, p. 1.
78. Tbid., December 19, 1922, p. 1.
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Two days later the Call Leader geve front page space

to the meeting, Reverend +leir, a Christlan pastor,

pave a "sincere speasch which lasted over one hour,"

lHe spoke on pure Americanism and exrlained why member=

sli:ip in the Klan wes confined to certain citlzens and

denied to others, "He was ~iven the closest ettention

by the audience and some concretulated him for his talk."79
The Elwood chapter ianitiated twenty membeirs Into the

¥ni. hts of the ¥u Flux Xlan in the siethodist Church in

Frankton, January 18, 1923, The ceremony perfornmed

before a racksed house wns followe?l by scveral sreogches

by hooded figures.Bo
A "meeting for Americans™ was held in the Fhi Delta

Kappa hall on South Andsrson strest on the nrignt of

January 31, 1923. All white, Protestant, gentile Amori-

cans were invited to attend, The (Call Leader stated that

"Mr. Flickinger is a rood ta ker, has good delivery and
will no doubt say soue interesting things."gl
A notice of a street demonstration to be held LApril

lith appeared on the first pere of the Cell Leader April 2nd.

It was anticipated to be the largest domonstration ever
steged !n that part of the state, and rerpreseatatives from

a number of nely“boring placas vwere expected,

79. Ibid., December 21, 1922, p. 1.
80, Ibld., January 18, 1723, p. l.
81, Ibld,, January 31, 1923, p. 1.
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Members of the Klan were notified of a change in the
location of the Klan meeting to be held on Saturday night,
April Sth, by & news column in the Call Leader of that

date, The place of the demonstration and naturalization

was changed from the Frazier crove to the grove "situated

on the old Lowder farm southwest of the city." The public
was cordially invited and those who wished to attend woere
instructed to drive south on Anderson street to J aad then
west on J to the end of the street. No street demonstration
was scheduled for that evening.

Elwvood was represented at a state meeting held at Fort
Wayne where Imperial Wizard Evans was the principle speaker
of_the meeting., A speclal traln consisting of elght coaches,
all of which were packed with residents of Elwood and immediate
vicinity, left the city at one o'clock in th; aftemoon for
Fort Wayne.82

The next rublic demonstration to receive the Call
Leader's publicity, was sponsored by the Elwood Klan in
Summitville, April 17, 192, The Zlwood chapter was
assisted by Klansmen from Anderson, Marion, Alexandria,
and Muncle, The marchers conslsted of fifty women, one
hundred and fifty men, a Junior Klan bugler and the Summit-
ville drum corps, An automobile bearing an i1llurinated

cross followed the drum corps in the parade. An unmasked

82. Ibid.’ November 10’ 1923’ Pe 10
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speaker, an LElwood resident, addressed a crowd of two

thousand reorle in tho grove east of the high school.83
4n announcement of a Klan parade and mcetling to be

held in Elwood on Saturday nicht lay 3rd, 152,, apjcared

on the fli'st page of the Call Lesder for that day., The

announcemnent stated that Klansmen from Kokomo, Anderson,
Kuncie and other places would participate in the ceremonies,
The notice stated that there would be good speeches and
nusic starting at nine o'clock at the o0ld falrgrounds,
Complete directions for the line of march were included
in the ennouncement,

This meeting which proved to have drawn the largest
Klan crowd of the year was attendsd by rerresentatives
from five counties. Six traction cars of Klansmen came
from Kokomo, "They enjoyed a prosram of speeches and
music and had lots to eat," One thousand nen and women
marchers and a women's band participated in the rearade.
The city never had a more "orderly meeting."eh

Several hundred Klansmen from Elwood attended a huge
parade and celebration held at the state fairgrounds in
Indianapolis, Saturday night, May 2, 192, The parade
had been planned orlginally to lead through the legro and
foreign sections of the city, but at the last minute, the

Klan acqulesced to the request of the business men and clty

5&.' Elwood Call Leader, April 19, 192, p. 1.
8 ° Ibido' an S. I§2E, Pe 1.
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officlals to by-pass those sections, ‘Thera was no trouble
and all Klansmen sgreed that the umecting was a "“great
affair,” No accidents were reported on the trip although
the roads were "filled with automoblles of parties returning
until the early hours of Sunday mornlng."as

The Llwood Klan received an invitation to participate
in e parade and demonstration held at Kempton on Thursday,
June 26, 192&.86 The local charter sent many representatives
to the Klan district mesating at Anderson July 318t.87 The
Elwood Klan made a creditable showing st the state mceting
for en and women held in South Bend November 8, 102/, A
special traln carried the local Klansmen and a band to the
meeting place.ea ’

It would s eem that the interocst 1n parades and public
meetings of the Klan was groeatly diminished as the first
Klan parade in maeny months was to be held in Elwood Saturday
night lay 2, 1925. After the paracde, a public meeting was
scheduled to be held at the central playgrounds at North A
and 16th streets, Suprer w-s to be served in the Klan hall
from five to seven o'clock where plenty of food was promised
for thirty-five cents per person.89 On Monday, Sertember
8th, local Klansmen attendad a plenic at Anderson which was

sponsored by tha Ku Flux Klan of ssveral counties, After the

picnic a street demonstration was held.go

85, Ibid., May 26, 192, p. 1.
86. Ibfd., June 25 122!; J1,
87. Ib¥d., August [, Qgﬂ pP. 1.
83, Ibid., Kovember 8, 192, p. 1.
89. Ipoid., ¥ay 2, 1925, p. 1.

90, IbId., Sepbember 8, 1925, p. 1.
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An organization with such a program and such pub-
licity was hardly secret.

In his plan for furthering the rhilosophy and ritual
of the Klan, Colonel Simmons conceived the idea of setting
up various derrees in the Order. For those members who
wanted a little more than the first degree at ten <ollars,
he created a second degree with a twenty dollar fee,
Beyond that was the third degree at forty dollars and the
fourth depgree at eighty dollars. That the Colonel was not
completely altrulstic in this scheme 1is iIndicated by his
estimate of the numbers who might prove willing to ray the
price for further degrees.91

Vhen a member grew tired of being on an equal footing
with so many fellow Klansmen, or wanted to 59 e little
more exclusive, he could, upon payment of the additional
fee, advance into the higner level of Klandom, Early in
April, 1925, it required six special coaches of the
Indiana Union Traction Company to furnish transportation
for all those wishing to take the second degree at Indiang-
polis, Fully as many more went by auto, making erproximately
one thousand from the White City Klan No. 19 who advanced in
the Order. It was reported that allAfelt thls experience
was worthwhile.92

1. Willfam &, Shepherd, "Ku Klux Koin," Collier's,
vole 82 (July 21, 1928), p. 38. -
" 92, Elwood Call Leader, April 6, 1925, p. 1,
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No doubt many from Llwood took the third decree
but there were only two wno joined the select circle
of the fourth cdegres: V. H. Durr, end DPr. J. C.
McDaniel.93

Just as the Know-lothlngs end the American Fro-
tective Aasoclation had circulated spurlous storie: in
tl.e nlneteenth century in or.er to dlscredit the
Cataolic Church, the Ilan circulated the same and
similar stories in the 1320's, Thecs accusations were
no doubt intended to impress the credulous with tle
alleged danger that faced the country and to influence
the wavering individuval into Joinlng the Klan, These
proraganda stories were repeated in Elwood,

According to rumors all Catholie churches contained
ammunition and wearons Iin their basements, A drayman
was 8aild to have been del!vering a number of heavy boxes
to the St, Joseph Church in Elwood, and in the process
of unloadlny, dropped a box on the pavement which broke
open, disclosing a numbaer of rifles, In order to prevent
the public from learning of thelr arms and ammunition,
tae Catnolics would never permit state boller inspectors
to enter any bullding owned by tile church,

The Klan warned that the Catholic influence in America

existed In many unexpected rlaces. It had even renetrated

63 Told to the writer by VW, 1. Durr,
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the design of Amorican papor currency, for Ilansmen
believed that the decoration sround the edges of tha

one dollar bills of 1917 were Cetuiolic crosses of srecial
significance in whose corners apresred the plicturosof the
Pope 1in rrofile.

Arniother story, which waa belleved to be true by rany
local citlzens, was designed to place responsibility for
violence on the Klan., A Cathollc business man in luncle
had some repalr work to be done in iilwood and knowinp the
anti-legro sentiment in that city sent a Necro to do the
work, oShortly after the arrival of the Negro he was told
by Dr. lcDanliel that he might recelve bo:llly harm 1f he
remained in LElwood, MNcDaniel however, nade it clear to
the Negro that the Klan would not harm him, but someone
else might cdo so and accuse the Klan of the act, At that
roint the Negro macde preraration to leave immediately for
luncle anl stated tuct he had "told nhis boss he shouldn't
go to Llwood."gh

A prominent minister of a Frotastant church active
in the Klan was extremely active in liquor law enforcament.
A rumor persisted that tie minister wus the object of the
wrath of certaln Catholles who, objecting to his Klan ace

tivitles, planred to do him bodily harm, He met two of his

%;. Told to the writer by Edcar Jones,
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enemlss on the streot vho told him that thaey wouldi thrash him
1f he did not "zo back iato nis church and stay there." The
good pastor, a ratner large man, 1s repnortod to have ans-
wered, "now is a good time to start, I have never falt
bettar in my 11fs," No blows were struck, but the 111
feollng continuei. Finally, a Cathollic woman, whom tho
rastor belriended, wamed him that the Catholics were
goin> to attack him in his parsonaje, FEe obtalneld fire-
arms and was prapared to defend hiizself in cas- t~e attack
was atteupted. .No vislence occurrel, Klansmen believed,
only becauss & waralang had bean sent by the Liuncls Xlan
to the Catholics who had maie the threat.qs

The Klan employad the boycott in Flwood, Durin-~
Klan buslness mezetings the 1lntended victims of the boy-
cott were discussed and watchers were appolnted, They
were given instructions as to thelr stations as wollz s
the hours to ba covered. DBoycotts were effective in smnall
towns whers merchants as well as most residents were known
personally by the Klansmen, The Cohn Clothinr Company
went out of business in Flwood, sozie belleved that s Klan
boycott was the causa.96 The {irm consisted cof a Jewish
merchant and hils thiree sons, The sons were popular with

the younger people, prior to tho Klan, and belongred to a

95 Told to the vriter by C. N, keClintock.
96, Told to the writer by P, F. Cresnwalt,
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local fraternity. <The frazteralty nunbered amony its
members some Klansmen and oan one occasion in early 1923
permitted the use of its hall for a kKlan meeting, In
hovember, 1923, the Cohn family disposed of thelr busi-
ness &ad left the community .o/

A salesman for Camel cigarettes met considerable
resistance among some of ths tobacco merchants in Elwood,
Lorah wilson, one of the prorrietors of Willson Brothers
Cigar Store, stated that he had no sale for Camel ciyar-
ettes, His customers refused to buy Camecls because the
manufacturers were reportedly Catholics. Iurthermore,
he was told, Klansmen boycotted Camels because of the
hldden Catholic propaganda on the packare which was in
the desl,n of the cross-llke letter "t's" on the pack;ges.
In spite of remonstrances on the part of the salesman,

Camels fared none too well in Zlwood for many months.98

"EZ; Zlwood Call Leader, November 1, 1923, p. 1.
98, Told to the writer by Edgar Jones,



CilAPTZR IV
Tdg KLAN IN THe CO.MUNITY

Within a few months after the Klan was organized
in Elwood it became an active force in the community.
Local ministefs spoke on 1ts behalf in public meetings,
“hile 1t did not assume a vigllante role, the Klan did
press the public officials for a more effective law
enforcement policﬁ. It was successful in introducing
some Bible study into the public schools. Attitudes of
the Klan were plainly discernable in pxoposed legislation
and in some laws that were enacted,

There 18 no doubt that the commerclal element was
an important factor in the rapid growth of the Klan,
It must be admitted that the Order was in the hands of
extremely able promoters and it was well organized from
the Imperial Wizard down to the local Kleagles., The
money incentive existed and several individusls benefited
from each ten dollar Klecktoken (initiation fee), The
Kleagles were pald on a comnlssion basis, four dollars
of the ten, and &s & result, there was considsrable amount
of selling done on the part of the Kleagle. In Elwood,

any member who turned in the name of a prospect to the
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Kleagle would receive one dollar of the fee upon the
payment by the new member,99 This added another link
in the chain of reciplents who benefited directly from
the Klectokens,

In addition to the direct benefits resulting from
the Klecktoksen there was the matter of hired, or pro-
fessional spegckers. On at least one occasion tha
Reverend E. 5, DeNlller of the Christian Church in Ele
wood spoke for the Klan at a public meeting in the city.
A prominent Methodist minister has stated that he made
speeches for the Klan., This 18 not to say that these
rarticular men of the cloth were hired by the Klan nor
18 trere any attempt to question their sincerity in
their activities, Kevertheless, 1t was general rolicy
of the Klan throurhout Indiana to hire Protestant minis-
ters as Klan speakers.loo It may be of interest here
to poirt out that there wers nearly eleven hundred Prote-
estant ministers who were members of the American Froe
tectlive Asaociation.lcl

Howover important the financial aspect of the Klan
mey have been In'the membership growth there were addi=-
tional and more important reasons for men Jjoining the

- Order, The arpeal of the Klan to law and order was

99. Told to the writer by W. 0. Miller
100, Harrison, in Atlantic Monthly, p. 678.
101, Desmond, The A.P.A, Movemont, p. 46.
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effective, esreclally during the uneasy and lawless times
of the early 1920's, Bootleggers were a speclal target

of the Klan, Mayor Faust was criticized by the Klansmen
because thaey felt that he was too lax in his liquor law
enforcement., However, Faust statad that there were three
times as many arrests and convictions on that charges under
Lis recime as had bean made under his rredecessor's term

102 Klan laaders knew of the arpaal of law

of office,
and order. In renorting meetings of the Klan the Tlwood

Call Leader made many references, such as "the orderliness

of the meetinr," the "orderly mestinc,™ "Elwood has never
had a more orderly meetin~,™ or "Chief Farsons ssys he
wanted to thank everrybody for belnc on thelr rood behavior
Saturday evening and says the orderly conduct of the crowd
was commendable.103

The Klan galned the support of nany of the best citi-
zens throush its stand for law and order.lou In Elwood
the Klen exerted pressure on the police offlcers to enforce
the laws governing pool rooms. Follice raided various pool
rooms 1n the clty and warned proprietors to comply with

the law, "It 18 understood that sone pretty strong pressure

has been brourht to bear to stinulate lew enforcemonts."los

102, Told to the writer by W. A, Faust,

103, Elwood Call Leader, May 5, 152, p. 1.
104. Mecklin, Tne ilan, p. 40.

105, FElwood Call Leader, May 1¢, 1723, p. 1.
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In neighboring Tipton proprietors of cigar stores
and pool rooms received warnings from the Ku Klux Klan
that they must clean up and "existing evils nust be
abated.” The notices in the Tipton paper were directed
at all law violators in Tipton county. "The Bootlesirers
were told to ply their trade elsewhere, merchants vere
reminded that the sale of clgarettes and tobacco to
minors was illegal and pool room owners were notified
to forbid minors to enter their places of business,"106
Clyde Bates, a pool room owner in Tipton, was arrested
for selling baaeball pools and lottery tickets., Charles
Tudor was arrested for pemalitting minors in his pool
room.lo7 |

The Indiana Legislature enacted a law in 1907
permitting farmers to o¥ganize for the purpose of
protection egeinst horse thieves and other felons be-
yond the prompt attentlon of officers from nearby cities,
Twelve local chapters of the Horsq Thief Detection Associ-
ation organizad in Kadison County.l03 Kembers of this
assoclation in llwood received police powers from the
board of County Commissioners March 15, 1923.109 Among
those authorized to carry arms were Larl Trick, Charles

¥eClintock and A, J. Bannon; the first two of tiiese werse

Klsnsmen, ksany members of the Horse Thief Detective

106, Ibid., May 3, 1323, p. L
107, Ibid., kay 7y 1923, e 1,
108, Tbld., May 2 19 P. 1.
109, Ibld., March i6 1923, p. 1.
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Associlation were also members of the Klan, In the words
of A, J. Bannon, "The Klan tooik over tha Horse Thief
Detective Association in llwood,”

It was thesa men wno patrolled the hizhways and
directed traffic in the cities during preredes or dcmone
strations, This was potentislly the most dangerous aspect
of the Klan in the coamunity, The mers knowledl; e that a
man could waar 2 mask and lesgally carry arms was cause o=
nourh to make men fear for the safety of their very livas,
There 1s rc record of any violence as -~ result of this
situation, but the presence of thes conrtant threat was a
disturdbing factor in the comrunlity,

In their real for law and order, the Klanedominated
Horse Thief Detective Association maemb:rs were Iimmatient
with, and critical of the courts for t-hair slownsas in
trying cases, They s0 criticised the courts that Judge
Kittinger of the Cirouit Couwrt In Ands-son, the county
seat, stated thxt the directin. association officers wcre
doing more to destroy morales and to obstruct the eormon
good than eould be restored by all the decent citizens in
the eommunity.llo

One ¢ase ia particular which ereated considerable
interest on the part of the associatisn members wes that

Clifford Carmody of Anderson, Carmody was arrested by

IiO. T(bid.' Apl‘il 21‘,'..’ I?Zi,},. Pe 1.
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the captain of the Anderson association and raiders who
allesed he was eaught in the act of pouring "white mule®
into the kitchen sink, At the trlal, the defense clalmed
that the warrant should not have besl issued to a person
who was not a prover officer., The trisl was continued
until June 2Z2t:z on the motlon of the prosecutor who sald
he was making the motlon &t ti.e request of the counsel
for the association vho wished to secure addlitional help
from Crawfordsville, The court room was well filled by
members of the assoclation &nd Judga Kittirzer took
occasion to tell them that In his Iaterpretation of the
law they had no right to be e¢alled constables or to make
lrresta.lll

Azain on June 29, & large nunbar of asscciation
members were present in the court room to hesr the trial
of Carmody., MNothing was done however, on this case as the
court was eugaszed in another trilal, Anattempt to set a new
date by the two sides ended in disagreement, and Judge
Kittinger set the new date for August 5th, Before time
for the new trial Cammody was tried on another but similar
charge, brought by federal prohibition officers., The

Anderson Herald stateds

11T, Elwood Call Leader, May 28, 192, p. 1,




L8

Carmody surrendered to the sheriff yesterday
and started to serve a sentence of talrty days
imposed in clrcuit court. The sentence which
included a fifty-dollar fine, was for the viola=-
tion of the prohivitinn law for which Cermody
was arrestel several months &fo by federal offie
cers, The officers told tiie prosecutor, according
to Mr, Enith's statement, that if Carmody would
enter a plea of jullty a.d acecepl his sentence
that further sction would be drorred by the fede
eral oflicers, Anotner caar-e prelfarred ssalnst
Carmody ty the horse-tﬁief dotectives is# Rat for
trial on Aucust Sth, €
Eince the court recoras conta‘n no further mention of
Carmody, 1t riust be assuned that tlLe case brougnt by the
Eorse Thiel Dsetectivae Assoclstion was d131is;ed.113

For many, tho Flan had e stronjg ratriotie a:peal,
kost people quite properly acdmit of belng patriotic,
In the 1920's Amerlcans were thinkins in terms of "America
first.,” The natlon had only receatly repudlated any
entangling alliance with forei,n countries: it wanted
no foreign "isms.,” The Klan stood for one hundred poer
cent Americanism and it wae sn Instrument throuch which
the commoh man could give expression to his patriotism,
Vhen the Kleagle stepped forth after s rousing speech
and asked the listener where he stood, 1t was difficult
to resist,

Much of the outward appearance of patriotism was
of the flagewaving variety Iin Elwood, A froun of resi-

dents resistered complaints to the mayor io the effect

112. Anderson Herald, July 17, 192, p. 1.
113, W, G. Johnson i;ttor to ;riter: February 17, 19:3,
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that there was no flag flying from the city hall and none
from the nearby flag pole, Shortly thereafter the flags
were put up, not only on the flag pole, but inside the
bullding as well.llh The only criticism the Klan had of
Lee Montgomery, trustee in Boone Township, was his failure
to keep the flags flying from the poles on verious school
,g:rounds.ll5

The remarlis of many former meumbers of the Xlan in
the Elwood conmiuunity Indicate that the eppeal to anti-
Catholioism was the strongest single re