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ABSTRACT

THE ASSIMILATION OF AN ETHNIC GRQUP -
THE GERMAN-JBWISH PEDILERS IN THE UPPER CHIO VALLEY, 1790-1840:
A STUDY IN HISTOGRICAL GEOGRAPHY

By

Richard Warren Welch

The Jews in the United States have been characterized in most
literature as being primarily urban dwellers. This thesis analyzes
the German-Jewish immigrants of the period 1790-1840, most of whom
had been residents of rural areas, small towns and villages in the
southern German states of Bavaria, Wirttemberg and Baden. The migration
of Jews during the study period was one of single, young men, traveling
individually rather than in family groups. The characteristics of the
migration, together with the conditions of Jews in Germany and the
isoclated frontier condition into which the lmmigrant German-Jew was
thrust, made assimilation into the Christian-dominated culture virtually
inevitable. Assimilation of the German-Jewish migrant began in the
reform movements which were sweeping Rurope during the Napoleanic era,
was murtured by the conditions encountered by the migrant during his
voyage to the United States, and became ocomplete as he peddled on the
American frontier and settled in a frontier town or village.

The methodology of historical geography is utiliged to examine the
characteristics and magnitude of the German-Jewish migration as it
ocoured during the study period; to examine the way of life of the



German-Jew as he peddled aoross the American frontier; and to analyge
the processes involved in his assimilation into an alien culture. The
theme, geographic change through time, is the basic tenet of historical
geography. This study analyzes the geographic change in the oculture of
the German-Jews as they migrated from southern Germany to the Upper Chio
Valley during a given fifty year time pericd.

The findings confirm that the German-Jewish migration of the study
period was, indeed, proportionately large; the vast majority of the
immigrants taking up peddling as their initial occupation upon arrival.
The social conditions of the Jews in Germany, plus their experiences
while migrating and while peddling, are shown to have had a direct
and forceful impact on their Jewish religion and culture. This impact
led to their rapid and complete assimilation into the Christian-daminated

culture of the Upper Chio Valley region.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Methodalogical Considerations

Historical geography has been frequently criticised in the past for
its lack of vitality. As Johnson states, it does not appear to possess
an extra-disciplinary purpose; it has contributed little to an over-all
understanding of man and his social relations.l Mistorieal geography, by
definition, ooncerns itself with the past origins and processes of cult-
ural phenomena in an attempt to account for the rise and loss of insti-
tutions and civiligations.? Sauer gives historicel geographers an un-
limited field of study when he says, "one is no less a geographer if he
is engaged in knowing the rise and passing of a culture . . . Ay topic
in the social sciences is important, . . . by the 1light it throws on the
nature of culture origins and changes."3 Clark further defines histor-
1cal geography as "any study of past geography or geographie chanp
throagh time . . . , whether the study be involved with cultural, physical,

151an N. Johnson, "The Role of Historical Geography in Culture
Change Analysis," (unpublished essay, Fresno State College, n.d.), p. 1.

20arl Ortwin Sasuer, "Foreword to Mistorical Geography," Jonals,
Assoclation of American Geographers, XXXI (1941), p. 12.

3mpad., p. 13. |
welehw Q\c\\°~"J warrth T, A(Snm\\"-" et o an ethnic
) 3?0\»? - O 54\41 "“ \,\\,‘,.\ co‘ f,l’ “'P" "“i‘j
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or biotic phenomena and however limited it may be in topic of area."™
Clark contimes by terming historical geography "the processes by which

. things have changed . . . , [or] geographic change through time."5
The geographer, according to Clark, through the methodological prooess
called historical geography, examines past culture changes in an attempt
to see how they mkod.6 Understanding the processes of past culture
change may help provide some of the answers concerning culture contact
and change in the contemporary world. Hartshorne gives a definition for
historical geography that is slightly more generalised than the preceding.
Be says ". . . historical geography is to be considered simply as the
geography of past periocds."?

Broek, in his desoription of the disecipline, ocutlines three approaches
to historical geography.S The first is the study which deals essentially
with the present charscter of places; relying on the past only when it
is needed to explain the present. The second approach is the process-
oriented geographical analysis, the attempt to understand the ever
changing interplay of forces acting through time. The third is a sequent
oocupance, or ocross sections through time approach, which, as Broek

"Andral HE. Clark, et al, "Ristorical Geography,” in

WM%M% ed. by Freston E. James and Clarence
., Jones (Syracuse, N.Y: Syracuse University Press, 1954), p. 71.

Spead.
61p4d., p. 96.
7Richard Eartshorne, "Eistorical Geography,” in The Jature of
Ge (Lancaster, Pa: Assocliation of mmerican Geographers, 1939),

P.

8 an O.N. Brosk. gesecuphy, ite Soose end Spirdt (Calumbus, Chdo:
Cherles E. Merrill, 19
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identifies it, presents "a sequent serles of 'stills' "9 presented
at various times in the past.

Newocomb desoribes what he terms the twelve working approaches to
historical geography.10 Six of the approaches are described as being
traditional in nature. The remaining six are termed '"new departure
modes."11 Because of the specialized nature of the latter, none of
which apply to the theme of this study, they will not be discussed at
length here.12 The six traditional approaches, however, are relevant
and may well be applied to a study of this nature. The six traditional
approaches in historical geography may be described as follows: 1) The
ocross-sectional approach in which a past period is isolated and described
in a manner similar to that of a contemporary regional study. The
cultural or physical landscape, selected because of its importance
or because abundant source materials exist, is described in detail.

2) The vertical, or origin and evolution theme, narrows the selection

of topies to one or more themes, depicting them through a base of flowing

9;9160 (] po ?8.

10Robert ¥. Newcomb, "Twelve Working Approaches to Historical
Geography," Association of Pacific Coast Geographers Yearbook, 31 (1969),
pPp. 27-50.

qu_id. y Pe W,

12priefly, the new departure modes are: 1) Man's role as an agent
of landscape change, or man's impact upon the land; 2) Areal differentiation
of resmants of the historic past, or the study of relicts of the past
which fulfill different roles in the contemporary world; 3) Genre de Vie,
or the study of the imprint made upon the inhabitants of a region by an
exploited natursl environment or by an altered environment; 4) The
theoretical model, or simplification through schemetigation to achieve
generalisations; 5) Pragmatic preservation of landscape legacies, or the
isolation and description of past landscape features which are still in
existence and exploitable as scenery or tourist attractions; 6) Past
perceptual lenses, or the study of a past enviromment as desoribed in

the writings of its ocoupents.
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time. This method is particularly well-suited when the entire landscape
cannot be examined becsuse of its long history or because it oontains a
miltitude of elements, or themes, which demand examination. Process, or
change through time, is an important ingredient of this approach. 3) The
third theme is a union of the cross-sectional and vertical approaches.
It has as its goal the blend of the landscape description with discussions
of the mechanisms of change. The ultimate goal is to build a structure
vhich will more dynamically depict the growth and change of a landscape.
4) The retrogressive approach, or the looking-over-the-shoulder into the
past technique, begins with the present; it delves into the past only so
far and as often as necessary to properly examine and explain the con-
temporary scene. 5) Culture history, closely akin to the vertical theme,
treats the origins, dispersals, innovations, and alterations of various
cultural traits within a region. The study area mgy oonsist of a small
region, rich in a variety of culture traits, or it may be the study of
the movement of one or more traits across a mumber of regions. This
approach is strongly based in anthropology and emphasises study of pre-
literate and pre-contact societles. 6) The historical regional geography,
olosely allied to historical research, demands a thorough knowledge of
historiography. It is an approach which endeavors to depiot the historical
development of a region either at a particular time in the past or through
time to the premt.13

The approach to be utilised in this study is the origin and evolutiom, |
or the vertical theme, in historieal geography.l¥ From its very '

1m. oP. gito' PP. 30-%.
lwoo pPp. 30-31.



definition and deseription, "the depiction of a theme within a base of
flowing time,"15 4t is the logical approach, or theme, to be applied to
the subject of this study. Ristorical geography, as defined earlier, it
oenoerned with the changing spatial relationshipe between man and his

envirorment,16 or culture change. This study will depict culture change,

A g it g ey

the theme, through a base of flowing time, the fifty year period from
1790 to 1840,

Geographers have long been interested in ethnic minorities in the |
United States, though rarely in a historical context. Normally the only 1
ooourance of a time factor in ethno-geographic studies has been through
the study of ethnmic population distribution, ghetto emergence, or |
distributional changes through time; all within an urban enviromment.1?
In the case of the mmerican Indian, the conocentration has been primarily v'!
on the pre-Buropean spatial distributions of the group.18 Ethnic studies
which analyse the initial contribution of the group to the American :

culture, of the effect and influence of the American culture on the
immigrating ethniec group, are becoming increasingly important to the

Drpad.

16the term environment may apply to either the physical landscape or
the cultural landscape of a region. For the purposes of this study, the
tern enviromment will refer only to the cultural environment, or landscape.

17pavid Ward, "The Bmergence of Central Dmigration Ghettos in
American Cities: 1840-1920," pnnals, Association of smerican Geographers,
58 (1968), pp. M3-59.

18300. however, Danlel Jacobson, "The Qigin of the Xoasatli Commu-
nity of Loulsiana,” mohistoa, Spring, 1960, pp. 97-120 and the follow-
ing unpublished Ph.D. dissertations: Nenry Coppock, "Interactions between
Russians and Native Americans in Alaska, 1741-1840," Michigan State Uni-
versity, 1970; John W, Stafford, "Crow Culture Change: A Geographical
Analysis," Michigan State Umiversity, 1971; and John R. Benderson, "Naida
Calture Change: A Geographical Analysis," Michigan State Unmiversity, 1972.
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social sciences, including geography.l9

Anthropologists have long recognised the value of ethnic studies, /
partioularly in acoul turation.20 Sociologists, although concerned '
primarily with more modern, rather than historical, ethnic minorities
in the Third World, have developed a related concept: assimilation.?l
The discipline of geography, particularly through the methodology
termed historical geography, is also concerned with these two concepts: i,
aocculturation and assimilation. By definition, "aoculturation comprehends
those phenomena which result when groups of individuals having different
ocultures came into continuous first hand contact, with subsequent chang-
ing in the original cultural patterns of either or both groups."22
Geography, as stated earlier in this chapter, is conocerned with culture
change. The process termed culture change may be brought about either

by independent evolution, or internally induced change, or by contact

19‘1\:0 recent works which deal with this subject are Carl 0. Sauer,
Sixteenth Cent Ameri (Berkeley, Calif: University of California
Press, 1971 ;; and mniof Jacobson, Qreat Indlan Tribes (Maplewood, N.J:
Hammond, 1970).

20 The discipline of anthropalogy is especially important to human
geographers. Carl O, Sauer, in his presidential address before the
Assoclation of American Geographers in December, 1940, reprinted in
"Foreword to Ristorical Geography," Annals, Assoclation of American
Geographers, IXXI (1941), pp. 1-24, urges human geographers to make
full use of the sgister discipline of anthropology.

21 john A. Jakle and James O, Wheeler, "The Changing Residential
Structure of the Dutch Populatim in Kalamazoo, Michigan," jnnals,
Association of American Geographers, 59 (1969), p. 4l1; Bdward Ackerman,
ot al, "Cultural Geography,' in Introduction to gg_oggg%; §d%¢d
Readings, ed. by Fred E. Dohrs and Lawrence M, Sommers (New York;
Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1967), p. 343.

22pgbert Redfield, Ralph Linton, and Melville J. Herskovits,

"Memorandum for the Study of Acculturation,® Ameriecan Anthropologist,
38 (1936), p. 149.



between two different cultures, or externally induced change, or
acculturation. It is important that the type of santact between the
oulture groups be clearly stated.23 The oulture contact between the
German-Jewish peddlers and Gentile settlers in the Upper Chio Valley
during the period of this study was, as Redfield analyses, 'between an
entire population and selected groups from another population, e.g.,
. « « Ammigrant males."? The face to face contact between Gentiles and
Jows, at a ratio in the neighborhood of ome-hundred to one, brought
about an almost immediate change in the Jewish culture. It was culture
change, or, more specifically, assimilation, per exoellence.25

General works conocerning the frontier settlement in the United States
rarely mention the Jow.26 The interaction of Christians and Jews on the
Trans-Appalachian frontier is particularly ignored in both Jewish and
non-Jewish literature.2” Rabbi David Philipson states that the Jews who

Dpor o full explanation of the various types of culture contacts
resulting in aoculturation, see Redfisld, et al, ‘Memorandum for the
Study of Acoulturation,” p. 150.

Ppad,

25,ssimilation, by definition, is a form of acculturation whereby a
group vhally replaces its original oulture with another. For further re-
view of the conoept of assimilation see Jakle and Wheeler, op. qit.,

p. 4i1; Leonard Broom and John I, Kitsuse, "The Validation of Acocul-
turation: A Condition to Ethnic Assimilation,” ol ’
57 (1955), pp. 44-48; and Milton M. Gordem, ation Life

(Mew York: Qxford University Press, 1964).

26pn example of this neglect is Thomas D. Clark's detailed history
of the frontier movement in the United States, Jrontier ca (New
York: Charles Soribner's Sons, 1959), in which is no mention of
the Jewish role in mmerica's frontier experience.

27 jowish 1iterature which deals with the frontier period of American
history is ooncerned almost exclusively with the Jews and Jewish Congrega-
tions in urbanised areas, rarely with isolated Jews in rurel aress.



had left the faith had "™no place in an account of the early Jewish
settlement in Cincinnati, or, indeed, of hio."28 pembits offers the
same opinion: "I might have nawmed a mumber of Jews . . . who, between
1820 and 1840, came here, . . . intermarried with the best Gentile
families, and thus became lost to their race; but it is no part of my
duty to tell their story."??

Studies of the cultural and saptial characteristics of an ethnio
group from a historical-geographic viewpaint are benefieial to all
social science fields.30 The addition of the spatial dimension to the
study gives the scholar a concrete locational framework in which to
visualige the interrelationships between culture groups. Ethno-geograph-
ic studies, utiliszing the methodalogy of historical geography, not only
will aocount for the rise and loss of cultures, or culture change, L'nt"'g
will alsc introduce an element which will add life, or vitality, to
historical geography, namely, the individual.

Statement of Problem
From the earliest dgys of Buropean oocupance of the Upper Chio Valley,
Jews have been present in ever-inoreasing mumbers. Southern Gmnv
contributed by far the largest number of Jews who entered the area.
Nowever, studies concerning the settlement of the Upper Ohio Valley fail

28pgvid Philipson,
(Cincimnati: The Press

2Lewis N. Dembits, "Jewish Beginnings in Kentuoky," jmerican Jewigh
Bistorical quarterly, I (1893), p. 101.

3°Jaklo and Wheeler, op. cit., pp. 441-60.



to analyse the significance of the German-Jewlsh element in the
population, or, as frequently has been the case, to even acimowledge
its existence. It is the purpose of this study to analyse the mumber,
characteristios, cultural interrelationships, and assimilation of the
German-Jews in the Upper Chio Valley during the period 1790-1840. This
study will also attempt to show that the popularly held opinion regard-
Ang the Jews as being primarily urban dwellers is incorrect; for fifty
years, 1790-1840, German-Jews in the United States settled principelly
in rural aress.

The objective of this study will be to prove or disprove the hypo-
thesis that the Jewish culture is unsuitable to a migration of individ-
uals, rather than groups, such as ooocured during the study period, and
that the Jewish culture is not compatible to a 1life as existed on the
American frontier. The isclated frontier condition into which the
German-Jewish immigrant was thrust made his eventual assimilation into
the Gentile oculture inevitable.

Regional and Temparal Considerations \
Broek writes that "there is . . . a methodalogical problem on which |

there is constant strife among geographers, namely, that regarding the
delimitation of regions."3l The reglon may be defined striotly on pmd.on\l
characteristics, or may be determined by cultural characteristics. The ,
delimitation of the region under oonsideration in this study is based
principally on cultural characteristics - the primary area of conoentra-
tion of quun-Jwich peddlers on the Trans- chian frontier.

e 40 ot Aha(ago.l w A\n siw J NS ~es -~
‘l'ho o g of the Chio Valley to settlement coincided with the period

Njan O0.M. Broek, "The Relations between Ristory and Geography,"

The Pacific Historiosl Review, X (1941), p. 323.
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of great upheaval in the European, particularly South German, Jewish
community. Anti-semitism was rampant in the Socuth German states of Baden,
Bavaria and Wiirttemberg during the time period chosen for this study.
Hundreds of young Jewish men began emigrating to the United States after
the turn of the century, but, for reasons to be discussed later, were
not aocepted in the Sephardic communities of the Eastern Seaboard.J}2
Instead, they followed the general movement of settlement westward into
the Trans-Appalachian area, first oocupying themselves as peddlers, later
settling among the people they had come to know while peddling. They
settled throughout the entire Trans-Appalachian area, from New Orleans
to Michilimackinac, westward to the Great Plains. The emphasis of this
study, however, will be focused on a portim of the Trans-Appalachian
area which was chosen because; 1) It is located within the primary area
of concentration of German, both Gentile and Jewish, settlement during
the time period 1790-1840, and; 2) The cultural interaction between Jew
and Gentile in the rural areas of this region typifies that which
ocoured throughout the entire Trans-Appalachian area.

The region to be analyged in this study is termed the Upper Chio \_{\

Valley, although it includes the valleys of numerous tributery streams |

32mme Sephardic Jews of the Atlantic coastal cities were descendants
of Portuguese and Spanish Jews who were driven from their homeland by the
Inquisition. The first Sephardic Jews to arrive in North Americs landed
at New Amsterdam (New York) in September, 1654. The first group of
twenty-three Jews had salled from Recife, others later came fram other
areas of South Americs, or directly from southern Burope. Sephardic Jews
were in relatively large numbers in the United States by 1790, particularly
in Newport, Rhode Island, New York, Charleston, and Savannah, Georgla.
The Sephardim were Orthodox Jews; the German-Jews, or Ashkenazim, were,
during the time of this study, Reform Jews. For further on the Sephardic
and Ashkenagic Jews in Burope, see Abba Eban, My People; The Story of
the Jews (New York: Behrman House, 1968).
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as well.33 The Chio River was unquestionably the primary aveme of
trangit for settlers and merchandise into the interior of the United
States during the fifty year period of this study. Cosmerce moved freely
along the entire course of the Chio, from Pittsburgh to its junction
with the Mississippi, with the exception of the falls at Louisville.
Cramer points out that most of the larger tributary streams were
navigable for a distanoce, on the average, of about seventy miles (102
kn.) from the Chio River. ¥ Settlers understandably would follow the
routes of least resistance into new territory, so the navigable tribu-
taries of the Chio River would have been the logical chodces for entry
into the territory on either side of that artery. As will be discussed
in Chapter IV, the majority of the settlements were, partioularly before
1820, located either on the banks of the navigable portions of the
tributaries of the Chio River, or on the Chio itself. Peddlers, also,
would logloally locate themselves where the markets were located. "The
Shylocks, " oomplains Luke Shortfield, "prefer to be on the navigable
streans."35 Goods were less expensive when shipped direct and the peddlers
oould buy at lower prices, undercutting inland merchants who were few in

33the region is shown on the map (Figure 1). It is delimited by the
cities of Pittsturgh, on the east, and Cincinnati, on the west; the head
of navigation of the tributary streams to the north and to the south. The
head of navigation is indicated on the map by the location of the name
designations of those streams.

F1he Muskingum River, for example, was navigable for 110 actual
miles, the Hooking River for seventy actual miles. The direct distance
from the Chio River to these limits of navigation is approximately seventy

miles according to Zadok W;%Mgr_ (Pittsburgh;: Cramer,
Spear, and Blchbeum, 18i4. Re Amn Arbor: University Miorofilms,
1966), pp. 92-95.

35Luke Shortfield [John Beauchamp Jones/, ;_h;yggag_mn_z
(Philadelphia: Grigg, Elliot and Company, 1849), p. 183.
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mmbu-.36 Peddlers carried fho:l.r vares from the river settlements, where
their suppliers were located, to the inland and upriver settlements and
to the isclated farms between them. Riverboat peddlers were severely
limited in the area in which they could peddle by the navigability of
the stream. Foot and wagon peddlers were also limited, of course, in
the distances that they were able to travel from their bases of supply.
The peddler whose diary is deposited in the Western Michigan University
Archives,37 discussed in further detail in Chapter III, from all indica-
tions was limited by the amount of goods he was capable of transporting.
Ris traveling distance was approximately seventy-five miles from his
base of supply in Wooster, Wayne County, Chio. In order to minimige the
possibility that he would be forced to retrace any portion of his route
after his supplies were sold, he did not extend himself beyond a radius
of thirty miles from his supply base. He peddled from a horse-drawn
wagon. Foot peddlers would, of course, have been more severly limited
in distance by the smaller quantities that they could carry on their backs.
The lack of passable roads, especially during the first three decades
of this studv.38 encouraged peddlers to follow, as did immigrant settlers,
the routes of minimum difficulty, i.e., the navigable rivers. A peddler,
upon reaching the farthest point of navigation, would peddle his wares

3 cramer (1814) oocasionally comments on the number of merchants in
each village in the Chio Valley. Many villages had no merchants, others
had only a few. Point Pleasant, (West) Virginia, for example, had
Mr. Langtry as its only merchant.

37 Peddler's diary, Western Michigan University, Archives, John
Sheneman Papers. Hereafter referred to as the Sheneman peddler.

38'1‘ho-u D. Clark, op. ¢it., pp. 339-40.
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in the direction of his supply base, not away fram it; returning overland
in the direction of the Chio River. If his caloulations were accurate he
would reach his supply base at the time his stock became depleted.

The above analysis, then, suggests a primary area of concentration of
German-Jewish peddlers within a region marked by the head of navigation
of the tributary streams of the Chio River, within a convemient peddling
distance of a supply base. For the purpose of this study, the territory
within seventy miles of the Chio River will be the region under consid-
eration; from Pittsburgh, the source of the Chio River, to Cincinnati,
the approximate mid-point in the river's journey to its junction with
the Mississippi.

This study, while primarily concerned with cultural interactions
within the Upper Chio Valley, will not, however, exclude pertinent
material concerning events which occured outside the region. Documented
incidents from other areas will be included occasionally for the added
insight they might provide.

The county is the basic record keeping unit in the states located
within the study area; Kentucky, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Indiana
and Chio. As will be discussed in Chapter III, peddlers licenses were
issued by the county courts. Legal matters, such as probate and civil
suits, were the responsibility of the counties as were land transactions,
marriages and taxes. Therefore, the county is the obvious choloce as the
basic unit of study. The counties which are included within the study
area may be determined by utiliging the overlay which is located in
the pocket on the inside back cover. The scale of the overlay is the

same as that of the base map (Figure 1).
The time period 1790-1840 is one during which the German-Jews in the
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United States were particularly cbscure.) The German-Jews who emigrated
to the United States before 1790 were gemsrally professional men, well-
educated and financially self-sufficient. They were, for the most part,
conservative in their religious cutlook; they were easily absorbed into
the existing Sephardic oongregations of the Atlantic coastal region. The
German-Jewish immigrants of the post-1790 era were, typically, poor and
uneducated, escaping extreme religious persecution in Burope. They were,
in their religious beliefs and practices, Reform Jcni and as such were
not acceptable to the conservative Sephardic ocongregations. The former's
forefathers had for ages been subjected to degrading persecution. They
had been barred from any type of vocation which would elevate their
status. As a result, the Sephardim considered the Germans as being of a
lower social status than themselves. Kohler points out:
For a long time prejudices against them lingered in the btreast of
the pure Sephardi, even until after the traits that had inspired
this ungenerous feeling had ceased to exist. The question became
then merely a question of caste. Many old-fashioned Portuguese at
one period holdushcuolvu socially aloof from their Ashkenasi
brethren, . . .

Nor were the German-Jewish immigrants inclined to immediately abandon
their religious beliefs upon arrival in the United States by attempting
to join a Sephardic ocongregation. They preferred instead to maintain
their indeperndence and religious identity as Reform Jews. This decision

waald later cost most of them their Jewish oculture.

PMaloolm H. Stern's discussion of the Pederal Perdod in "Jewish
Migrations," Genealogigal Research, edited by Kemn Stryker-Rodda, II
(Washington, D.C: American Society of Genealogists, 1971), p. 299
1limits this period of American Jewish history to the years 1783-1840.

"olhx J. Kohler, "The German=Jewish Migration to smerica," gmerican
» IX (1901), p. 90.
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The year 1840 is a logical chodoe as a termination date for this
study because, as Eansen indicates, "Jewish emigration, far from ending
with the decades of the 1840's, continued with increasing foroce; but in
the suooceeding years it was caused not so mich by persecution as by the
prevailing depression which weighed upon Jew and Gentile alike.™*i
The decade of the 1840's ushered in an era of mass migration of Germans,
both Christian and Jew, into the United States on a scale that had never
previously been reached.%? The migration of the 1840's and 1850's was of
sach significance and magnitude that it has drawn the interest of scholars
in the United States away from earlier individual migratioms.

Generally speaiing, the immigrants of the later mass migration were
not assimilated into the Christian dominated culture. They clustered
together in the more urbaniged portions of the country, thereby helping
to oreate the present-day image of the Jew in America as an urban dweller.
The purpose of this study is to foocus more directly on the earlier
immigrants wvho, for reasons to be anslysed later, were assimilated into
the existing Christian culture, abandoming their Jewish culture and

heritage.

Orggnigation
The thesis is divided into five chapters. Chapter I conzists of the
introduotion, divided into five subdivigions; the methodological consid-

erations, or statements conocerning the methodology of historical geography

biMarous Lee Hansen, The “_1%%% Migration, 1607-1860 (Cambridge,
Mass: HNarvard University Press, 1941), p. 140.

42pd01f Glanz, "German Jews in New York City in the Nineteenth
Century, " in s in Judaica Americana (New York: Ktav Publishing
House, 1970), p. 125.
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and the methodology to be employed in this study; a statement conoerning
the problem to be analysed; the considerations behind the delimitation
of the regional and temporal. factors; the organisation of the thesis;
and the background of the cholce of the subject.

Chapter IT will be conoerned with the fact that the majority of the
German~-Jews who emigrated to the United States were primarily from the
southern German states of Bavaria, Wlirttemberg, and Baden. The situation
in those states as it related to the Jews will be examined to determine
the causes for the inoreasing migration of Jews during the period 1790-
1840. The characteristics of the migrants, as well as the magnitude of
the migration will be examined. A short discussion concerning the aid
given the immigrants upon arrival in the United States will follow.

Chapter III deals with the factors which determined the choice of
peddling as the German-Jews' initial method of earning a livelihood in
the United States. The spatial characteristics of the German-Jewish
peddlers, as they migrated into and tramped through the Upper Chio Valley,
will be discussed. The 1life of the German-Jewlish peddler will be discussed
in an attempt to analyse the extent and significance of the cultural
contact between Christians and Jews in the Upper Chio Valley.

The theme of Chapter IV is to examine the spatial distribution of the
German-Jews as they settled in the villages and hamlets throughout the
Upper Chio Valley in an attempt to confirm the assumption that they were
situated in rural, rather than urban, areas. The assgimilation of the
German-Jews into the Christian commumity will be examined to illustrate
the processes of culture change through time.

Chapter V contains the summary of the preceding four chapters, together
with econclusions conocerning the role of the German-Jewish peddler in the
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oultural geography of the Upper Chio Valley, the effect of their assim-
1lation into the Christian culture on themselves and their descendants,
and suggestions regarding possible future areas of study.

ooging the Subject

The writer's interest in the German-Jewish peddlers of the early nine-
teenth century developed through eight years of research into his own
personal ancestry.

Thousands of Americans and Canadians are descended from German-Jewlsh
peddlers. Some families have continued to thrive in the Jewish faith; the
descendants of these families are generally aware of their cultural
heritage. The families of the German-Jewish peddlers who were assimilated
into the Gentile culture have, of course, lost their Jewish culture; many
are unavare of their Jewish heritage. The writer's family belangs to the
latter.

Family traditions often bear a grain of truth. One tradition that was
passed down to the writer told of a Jewish ancestry somewhere in the dim
past. Not one member of the family, however, knew any of the details of
our descent from our Jewish ancestor, or of his life. |

Discovery of the oommection between the writer and Ryman Lazarus, a
German-Jewish peddler who settled in Malta, Chio in 1818 (Figure 2), with
some details of his life, led to a desire to determine if he was unique
in higtory, or whether his story was a common ocne of cultural assimilation.
This thesis is the result.
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CHAFTER II
THE ROAD TO AMERICA

Puigration from Germany
The rallying ory, "Up, and to Americat™l took the Jewish population

of Germany by storm during the later Revolutionary period in Rurope.
However, the Jews of the period 1790-1840 were heeding their owm version
of the same rallying cory. They were the forerumners of the mass migration
of the 1840's; piloneers in every sense of the word.

The Jewish emigrants knew that their femilies and friends in Germany
could be injured in their struggle for equal rights if wide publiocity
were given to what was to become an exodus. Few Jewish publications, in
the United States or in RBurope, gave detailled explanations regarding the
Jewigh situation in Germany, or the possihle benefits that could be
derived by emigrating. In addition, emigration to a new environment and
culture is basically an individual decision, based on personal desires
and ambitions. There were innumerable reasons for Jewish d.gr.tioﬁ from
Germany .

The popular notion conocerning America's freedom of religion for all
faiths was undoubtedly considered by Jewish emigrants, but was only one
of many oconsiderations. Nansen states that "their exodux was due less to

1Rudolf Glane, "Source Materials on the History of Jewish Dmxigra-
tion to the United States, 1800-1880," 0 Annual of Jewish Soolal
Science, VI (1951), pP. 97. Hereafter ro%orrod to as "Source Materials."
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their religicus seal than to a desire to escape anti-semitism."2 Other
matters vere necessarily given higher priority.

In the absense of a titled class, the opportunities for advancement
in the United States seemed endless to the persecuted and poverty
stricken Jews. The fixed legal status of Jews in most of the German
States? gave them ample motive for emigrating. Official permission
(Letters of Protection) was required for Jews to establish a damicile,
or to work at a trade. There were strict quotas regulating the number of
Jews who were to be granted such permission anmually. Without a legal
residence, or citisenship, a Jew could not obtain permission to marry.
This was a major obstacle that many young Jewish men could not overcome.
If permission vwas rejected, the young Jew often had no other recourse
but to apply for a passport and emigrate.

Disorimination, on a governmental level at least, eased somewhat
during the Napoleonmic period. Under French law Jews were not only given
surnames, something they were not previously required to possess under
German law, but were also made citisens. Loocal conditions, however,
contimed to encourage emigration of Jows from southern Germany. Follow-
ing the battle of Waterloo in May, 1814, massive emigration of Jews was

2mm. opP. QtO. P. 1390

3This was not only true in Germany, but in the mnstrian Bapire as
well, "Der Alte Hsusirer /[The (ld Peddler/," Deborsh, 42 (May 13, 1897),
P. 3 mentions the recent death of Salomon Ullmarn, age 97, in Waitsen,
in what is now Mungary. In 1836 he obtained a settlement permit from the
bishop - Count Franeg Nadasdy. Until that time Jews had not been allowed
in Waitszen after night-fall; those who wished to spend the night had to
buy a sufferance ticket for two Groschen. Following a severe winter night
in 1836, during which the peddler vainly sought refuge in the towm, he
went to see the bishop. Ris story was so moving that the bishop abalighed
the settlement prohibition. Ullmann was the first Jew to premanently
sottle in Waitsen.
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2Nansen, op. cdt., p. 139.

3This was not only true in Germany, but in the Anstrian Bapire as
well, "Der Alte Hausirer /The (ld Peddler/," Deborsh, 42 (May 13, 1897),
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the settlement prohibition. Ullmann was the first Jew to premanently
settle in Waitsen.
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fostered by reinstated anti-semitic laws. The Napoleonic wars had left
the Buropean economy in chaos, affecting the Jews more seriously than
mogt other groups. Gentile Germans also resented the benefits received
by Jews during the Napoleonic period, causing them to press for more
restrictive laws against the Jews.

The Napoleonic wars also introduced conscription to the young Jewish
men - one of the liabilities of citizenship. S. Kleeburg and Lucas
Rosenstein fled Borgentreich, Westphalia in 1812 to avoild military
service. They reached Antwerp where they boarded a ship bound for the
Unmited States.” Yhese instances were, however, isolated cases. Consoription
was not one of the primary causes of Jewish emigration from Germany.

Hirshler states that the restrictive marriage laws of Bavaria were of
niymediate concern to Jewish small town youths."5 The principal source
of Jewish emigration was, as Hirshler states above, from the small
market towns and villages of Bavaria and southwestern Germany
(Wirttembery and Raden). Glanz also agrees that the German-Jewish emi-
grants to the United States were the products of the anall towns of
southern Gorurw.6 Isaac Wolfe Bernheim, an ex-peddler with literary
capabilities, says that the German-Jewish emigrants were "principally

from Bavaria, Baden, Hechingen-Hohengollern and other South German

"noyd S. Flerman, "The Impact of the Frontier on a Jewish Family:
The Bibos," Amsrican Jewish Higtarical Quarterly, 59 (1969-70), p. 461.

5pric E. Hirshler, ed., Jews from Go%u_m in the United States
(New York: Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1955), p. 35.

6316011 Glang, "The 'Bayer' and the 'Pollack' in America," in
udies in ricana, p. 188.
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States."? See Figure 3 for the location of these areas.

The causes for the emigration of Jews from Germany were many and
complex. The situation of the Jews in the southern German states was
such that at least one Jewish periodical of the time attempted to
explain, by example, why the emigration was ocouring:

e o o What else should they do but seek a new fatherland, where

they should exercise the profession they had learned, to show off
their wares, their knowledge and their learning. A young man, capable
and a professional, applied to his district court . . . in the Retzat
district for a certificate of protection. It was denied him at the
first tribunal as well as repeatedly at the higher ones. He made a
last attempt to obtain it, but simultaneocusly anmnexed his petition
to have his passport permitting him to go abroad drawvn up . . . the
petitioner received the latter and emigrated.8

The same periodical two years later (1839) complains that the
"register makes it little short of impossible for young Israelites to
set up housekeoping."9 Jeows frequently reached middle age before they
could receive letters of protection allowing them to establish domiciles,
thereby permitting their marriage. The Jewish population in many areas of
southern Germany was severly restricted. The young Jewish men, in order
to obtain the desired letters of protection, frequently had to wait for
one of the older residents to die before they were allowed to apply for
citizenship. The only alternatives were to accept their fate and do noth-

ing, be baptized and disoard their religion and culture,10 or emigrate.

7 1sasc Wolfe Berrheim, The Settlement of Jews in the Lower Chio
Yalley (Paducah, Ky: mpl.—%_?—)'_i'ﬂ’——l"_z‘—zm —1912), p. 1%.

eshnz. "Source Materials,"” p. 90 citing Allgemeine Zeitung des
fudenthums, IX (18%7), p. 264.

9Ipad., pp. 92-93 citing Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums, (1839),

no. 24, p. 420,

10pan, op: git.. p. 265 estimates that between 1800 and 1810
one-tenth of German-Jews were baptiged to avoid further persecution.
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Many taxes, particularly in Bavarla, were levied specifically on
persons of the Jewish faith. They included ". . . the alien-taxes,
goose=-taxes, horse-taxes, etc., etc., taxes, reintroduced everywherse
by the Bavarian estates."ll Some areas simply banished Jews, as in the
Danish areas, but Bavaria faced a different situation in regard to the
Jows. It had a checkerboard distribution of people. Some villages were
entirely Gentile in population, others were entirely Jewish. The legal
status of the latter was fixed by a number of laws and regulations.
Depopulation of many towns would have resulted if the Bavarian princes
had attempted to banish Jews from their realms. Through the introduction
of the Jewish taxes, they were obviously taking advantage of a situation
which had come to exist in their domains. The unfair taxation of Jews
added another motive for emigration.

The levying of taxes on emigrants was another cause for migration
fran Germany.l2 where Jewish emigration was not strictly forbidden, as
it was in Prussia.13 there developed detalled regulations concerning the
collection of taxes on Jewish emigrants. The ocustomary amount of tax on
Jowigh emigrants was 10 per cent of the value of the property being

1 1('}hm;. op. ecit.

mnnigratim. as defined in many of the regulations, did not
necessarily pertain only to emipration abroad. It referred to migration
out of the principality, even if only to a neighboring domain.

13The distribution of Jews in Prussia wae in sharp contrast to that
in South Germany. In the latter, Jews resided in scattered groups in the
small towns and villages. There was no large, well-organized Jewish
community or sense of Jewish group life in southern Germany. Prussia, on
the other hand, possessed large, well-organized Jewish communities which
vere well established in ghettos in the large citles.
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removed from the de-nin.i“ The taxes on Jews were by no means uniforaly
enforced, adding greatly to the grievances of the Jewish residents of
southern Germany.

The laws regarding Jewish economic activity, especlally after the
Rict of 1813, were decidedly reactionary against the Jews. They were
allowed to be farmers, artisans, or mamufacturers. The restrictive laws
permitted employment in few other fields. Most businesses, inn-keeping,
for example, required the possession of a lioense. The number of licenses
available to Jews was striotly limited in most areas. As a result, the
migration of Jews from Bavaria increased rapidly after 1813. Glans
indicates that the Bavarian emigration had a direct effeot on Jewish
emigration from Baden and Wirttemberg with which the Bavarian Jewry was
closely connected.l5 Despite the Jewish emigration taxes, ten thousand
Bavarian Jews had already emigrated by 1839, the eve of the mass migra-
tion.16 The movement was principally to the United States.

The Jewish population of Bavaria has been estimated at 53,208 in
1818,17 Thus, within a span of twenty years, one-fifth of the Bavarian
Joewigh population had emigrated to the United States. Glang puts the
number of Jewish emigrants from southern Germany as being far in oioou

150 ang, "Source Materials," p. 95 citing Krfinits Engyidopidie,

s.v. "Jude," Berlin, 1784 [p. 293-618/, p. 523.

15dhm. "The 'Bayer' and the 'Pollack' in America," p. 188; and
Wh. 020 Qt‘, p. 1“0

16Bnnson. op. cit., p. 140,

17G1ans, Sadies n Judsios gmeriosns, P- 188 cAting fooyclopaedia
mt '01' o Pe 1 2 e
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of their proportion of the total population of the x-egi.on.18 Glang
sums up the reasons for Jewish emigration from southern Germany:
anti-semditism, including the great obstacles in the way of becoming
residents, and the hated Jewish taxes.19 Isaac Wolfe Bernheim, in his
autobiography, claims that "out in the open a Jew might and did suffer
abuse, contumely, and derision, experience all kinds of disappointments,
make sacrifices innumerable in order to earn enough to hold body and
soul togothor."zo Bnigration became the only method, for most Jewlsh
men, other than accepting baptism, of alleviating the situation into
which they had been born. The yaunger generation, in particular, saw
no hope for itself in Germany because of the special disabilities
imposed upon Jews. ". . . All this tends to cause young, strong men
and even those of more advanced age, to seek their salvation in other
regions of the earth, where they don't at least have to bear thist"21

Crevecoeur, in speaking of earlier migrations (1782), states
reasons for migration to the United States which can also be applied

to the German-Jews of a later period:

18udolt Glanz, "German-Jewish Names in America,” in Studies in
Judaioca Americana, p. 278.

1‘;Ghnz. "Source Materials," p. 77.
20750a0 Wolfe Rernheim, The Story of the Bernheim
(Louisville: John P, Morton & Company, 1910), p. G.

21‘Gla,nz. "Source Materials," p. 93 citing Allgemeine Zeltung
des Judenthums, (1839), no. 24, p. 420.
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Can a wretch who wanders about . . . whose 1life is a ocontinued scene

of sore affliction . . . call England or other Kingdom his
country? A country that had . . . nothing /for him/ tut . . . the
severity of the laws . . .7 Not Urged by a variety of motives, here
they came.22

Numerocus problems arise in any attempt to determine the identity of
the German-Jewish immigrants, particularly during the years 1790-1820.
The only port records preserved from that period to any extent are those
from the port of Philadelphia. The Customs Dmmigration Iists, maintained
by the federal government, did not commence until 1820. Philadelphia,
however, was the most important port in the United States before 1820
as far as the immigration of the German-Jews was concerned. Rodeph
Shalom, the first German-Jewish congregation in the United States, was
founded in Philadelphia in 1780. German-Jews, by 1790, were important in
the social and economic life of the city, establishing it as the primary

port of entry for German-Jews until being surpassed by New York shortly
before 18200

The number of German-Jewish imsmigrants in the United States was
negligible until about 1790. The only arrival of that year, with an
obviously Jewish name, was David Israel.23 Simon Abrsham sailed from
Rotterdam in 1796.2% There were undoubtedly other immigrants of the
Jewish faith throughout the decade, but many possessed names which
were not necessarily of Jewish origin, thereby obscuring their origin

2235  Heotor St. John de Crevecoeur, lLetters from an
(New York: The New American Library, 1963), p. 62.

23Rﬂ.ph B. Strassburger, Pemsylvania Ploneers, III
(Norristown, Pa: Penngylvania German Soclety, 1%?5,. P. 1.

o9 Po 91-
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and identity. The pace quickened after the turn of the oentury. Three
Jows, Jacob Moses, Jacob Epsteiner, and Senf Mols. Schiff, arrived

from imsterdsm aboard the ship Favourite in 1803.25 According to

Kabor, 1803 also marks the oldest offical notice of a Jewish emigrant
from Wiirttemberg to the United States.26 The arrival of the ship Atlantic
(1804 ) brought at least six German-Jews to these shores: Israel

Salomon, Isaac Israel, Abraham Israel, L.M., Goldsmidt, Moses Jacobs,

and Rosina Jacobs. They will be discussed in greater detail later in
this chapter. Two other Jews who arrived in Philadelphia in 1804 were
Levi Solamon, from Libeck, aboard the brig Leopard,2” and Juda Bair

Levy, a sixteen year old native of Kreugnach, Germany, aboard the ship
Hargmt.za Glang concludes from his research that at least seven German-
Jeus emigrated to the United States in 1804, out of a total German
emigration of 900 persons.2 Two years later (1806) at least four Jews
arrived at Philadelphia: Jacob Israel,30 mirsch Leib, Samuel Jacobs, and
Meirs Samuel,3l the latter three from Amsterdan.

25;!_:1(!.. p. 135; also mentioned in Glanz, "German-Jewish Names in
America," p. 279.

26&101: Kabor, "Jewish Baigration from Wirttemberg, 1848-1855,"

0 sh rie in Ame . Selected Studies from the Publigatio
of the rican Jewl storical Society, ed. T p,» III
(Waltham, Mass: American Jewish ﬁsforioal Soclety, 1969), p. 17.

27Strassburger, op. ¢it., p. 1.
2%1p4d., p. 156.
29G1ang, "German-Jewish Names in America,” p. 279.

Bostrass\mrgor. op. git., p. 184 citing passenger list for the brig
Kathrine.

311pdd., p. 189.
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The statistics from the ships passenger lists recorded at the four
major ports of the Atlantic coast - New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore,
and Boston - from later years indicate a fluctuating arrival pattern of
German-Jews. The port of Boston was of little importance to the over-
all German-Jewlish immigration because, as Rosenswaike indicates, there
was no well-established Jewlsh commmnity in that city to attract the
attention of the immigrating German-Jews.32 The ships passenger lists
do not indicate the religious affiliation of the immigrant, so we can
only approximato the rumber of German-Jewish immigrants before 1840,
Table 1 1llustrates the fluctuating pattern of emi:ration from Germany
to the United States commencing in 1820.33 No figures indicating the
mumber of representatives of the Jewlsh faith are given in the anmual
totals.?* It is doubtful, however, that the number of Jews exceeded
10 per ocent of the total German emigration during the period 1820-1840,
However, considering even this small percentage, the number of German-
Jews entering the United States during this period wauld have been
substantial. One Jewish scholar estimates that during this period,
1820-1840, the German-Jewish emigration to the United States averaged

321rs Rosenswaike, '"The Jewlsh Population of the United States as
Estimated from the Census of 1820," i ewish Hist. rly,
53 (1963-64), p. 148,

pew port records from the period 1806-1820 are now extant, how-
ever, there were sporadic interruptions to ship traffic between Europe
and North America throughout the period due to the existing state of war.

Fxohler (1901) notes that one estimate in 1849 put the mumber of
German Christian immigrants at one-twentieth the number of German immi-
grants to America. This is unquestionably an exaggeration of the true
mamber of Jewish immigrants.
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, TABLE 1.
ANNUAL EMIGRATION FROM GERMANY TO THE UNITED STATESS

Year Bdgrants Year Bdgrants
1820 968 1831 2,413
1821 383 1832 10,194
1822 148 1833 6,988
1823 183 1834 17,686
1824 230 1835 8,311
1825 450 1836 20,707
1826 511 1837 23,740
1827 b32 1838 11,683
1828 1,851 1839 21,028
1829 597 1840 29,704
1830 1,976

35hbor, . cit., p. 13 citing U.S., Congress, Senate, Beports of
S. Doo. 12,

sgion ation tions in N
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more than one thousand persons per year, reaching a few thousand in
poak years.)6 Indications are that the mmber of German-Jewlsh imeigrants
arriving in the Umited States between 1790 and 1827 increased steadily
each yoar.37 There was some fluctuation during the war years, an upsurge
ooouring in oonjunction with the institution of the Jew-law in Bavaria
in 1813, then another upsurge after the fall of Napoleon in 18i4. The
emigration of Jews from Germany was far in excess of their proportion of
their total population between 1814 and 1827. The emigration of German-
Jows then increased rapidly in conjunction with the general increase in
emigration of all religious faiths. Until about 1840, the Jewish emigrants
were primarily single men. After 1840 the Jewish emigration was made up
principally of familles and groups of families migrating en masse.
Rosenswaike indicates that in 1820 there were approximately 2,650
to 2,750 German-Jews residing in the United States, compared to approx-
imately 53,000 still in Bavaria.38 Kabor estimates the German-Jewish
population of the United States at 6,000 in 1825;39 it reached approx-
imately 15,000 by 1840.40 Glang reaches the same conclusion regarding the
1840 population estimate.*! Hansen acoepts a similar German-Jewish

36pernard D. Weinryb, "The German Jewish Immigrants to America: A
Critical Evaluation,” in Jews from in the United States, edited
by Bxic E. Hirshler (New York: Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1955), p. 103.

37$trassburger. op., oit; and Kabor, op. git.

38Rooonsn1ko. op. gdt., p. 148.

”hbor. Mo. Pe 1“0

405tern, op. _cit., p. 299.

uiGluns "The Dmxigration of German Jews u YIVO Annugl
. p to 1880,"
of Jewish Sooigl Sqienge, II-IIT (1947-48), p. 81. ’
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population estimate. His figures tell us that "by 1839 ten thousand
Bavarian Jews had emigrated, and the whole mumber [of Jews from all
sources/ in America was estimated at fifteen thousand.'2 Bmigration
had reached such proportions by 1839 that Jewish authorities in Germany
were becoming inoreasingly alarmed. Entire Jewlsh towns and villages
were in danger of becoming depopulated; schools and synagogues were
closing throughout southern Germany as the mass migration gained

momentun.

Characteristics of the German-Jewlsh DImmigrants
That the German-Jewish immigrants were impoverished is beyond

quost\ion.‘“3 The ships passenger lists confirm this assumption. Six Jews,
Israel Solomon, Isaac Israel, Abraham Israel, L.M. Goldsmidt, Moses
Jacobs, and Rosina Jacobs, arrived in Philadelphia in September of 1804,
They were steerage passengers aboard the ship Atlantic, from Ansterdan.
Jacob Israel arrived June 5, 1806 at the port of Philadelphia aboard the
brig Kathrine, from Tom:l.ngon.” He too was a steerage passenger. A
Jewish periodical of 1837 described the Jewish passengers aboard a ship
bound for the United States as being in a "most pitiful condition,"#
Most German-Jewish immigrants of the period were undoubtedly in similar

"’2mnson. op. oit., p. 140.

43yeinryb, op._git., p. 116; and Evan, ops git., p. 303.
bhgtressburger, op. git., p. 153.

45103d., p. 184.

460 ans, "Source Materials," p. 111 citing Die Synagogue, vol. 1
(Wirsburg, 1837), p. 104,
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straits during the crossing of the Atlantic. The immdgrant ships of the
first half of the nineteenth century were freighters of three hundred
to four lmndred tons. They carried cotton, timber, and tobacco on the
eastward voyage, returning in ballast. Steerage was usually a four to
six feet high deck, filled to capacity with hard wooden berths. The
long voyage of one to two months was fraught with disease, hunger and
death.%? The conditions aboard the Lmmigrant ships did not, however,
discourage Jews from emigrating, or from going into debt in their
attempt to reach the United States. Salomon Joseph, as an example,
arrived from Rotterdam aboard the ship Belvidere in 1802.48 His fare
for the passage to Philadelphia was 180 guilders. He was advanced 3.10
guilders. The total debt owed to his benefactor - who was not stated,
but presumably was the ship's captain - was 183.10 guilders. He was
willing to assume this obligation to achieve his objective. Others
depleted their savings in their attempts to reach the United States.
Philip Heidelhach, a Bavarian Jew, arrived in New York in 1837 with
only eight dollars; Jacob Elsas left Germany with the equivalent of
sixty dollars. When he reached New York, he had only forty ocents lert.49
Kisch published one of the few surviving accounts of a German-Jewish
emigrant of the period 1790-1840. Wolf Samuel was a native of Brackenheim
in Wirttemberg. He sailed from Amsterdam on September 13, 1818. His first

“’Weinryb, op. cit., p. 121.
“8st.nssbnrgor. op. oit., p. 113

Y9raxwell Whiteman, "Notions, Dry Goods and Clothing: An Introduoc-

tlon to the Study of the Cincimnati Peddler,” The Jewish Quarterly Review,
LT (1963), pp. 312-13.



35

letter to his parents, written from Peach Bottom, York County,
Pernsylvamia on June 27, 1819, recalls his journey to the Unmited States
aboard the ship Vrouw Elizabeth. The ship carried ninety-six passengers,
six of whom were Jews, arriving in Baltimore after a voyage of five
months. Kisch reports that Samuel had signed a bill of exchange in
Amsterdam on July 6, 1818 in which he bound himself to pay 190 guilders,
for passage to America, to the order of F. Krebs and San. It was made
payable a week after his arrival in the United States. The bill was
endorsed by the ereditors on September 5, 1818 in favor of Captain
Hendrik Bredero of the ship Vrouw mubeth.5° Many of the German-Jewish
imdgrants were, as was Wolf Samuel, simply too impoverished to pay in
advance for their passage to the United States. Others were financially
capable of paying for the passage in advance, but nearly all were left
destitute upon arrival in the United States.

Pew of the Jewish emigrants from Germany during the period 1790-1840
were married. The laws which prevented their marriage were among the
motives for fleeing Germany. Jewish periodicals of the 1830's were
reporting that while Gentiles were emigrating in family groups, Jews
were traveling as single pex-scms.51 Married men had fewer grievances in
Germany. They had been granted Letters of Protection allowing them to
follow a trade and establish a domicile thereby permitting their marriage.
The above article contimues, '"the Jewish emigration appears to be due less

50@uido Kisch, "German Jews in White Labor Servitude in America,"
Americen Jewish Historical quarterly, 34 (1937), p. 28.

51@anz, "Source Materisls," p. 111 clting ine Zei des
Judenthums, May 4, 1839, p. 215; Weinryb, op. eit., p. 109; and Philipson,
OEC Qto' p. 120
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to greed for gain than to the consciousness of being unable in any other
way to achieve independence or to found a family."52

Some of the emigrants were apprentioces and journeymen who had learned
a trade, but, because of restrictive quotas on the number of Jews in
various ocoupations, could not practioce it. Grinstein estimates, however,
that at least 30 per oent of the immigrants had been peddlers in Germany.
This, he states, is indicated by the fact that "most of them had been
Luftmensghen in their previous homes; men without specific vocational
training, or, perhaps, at most some experience in petty trading."53
Jewish records in the United States frequently refer to residents in the
American port of entry who had equipped an immigrant with a basket and
sent him out to peddle. If these immigrants had known any oraft or trade
which could have earned them a livelihood in the United States, it is safe
to assume that they would at least have attempted to follow their vocation
upon arrival. The record indicates that they did not do so. This would
confirm the assumption that they had no training in any oraft whatever.

The young Jewish emigrant, nevertheless, was optimistic. Even after
all hope for the young Jewish residents of southern Germany collapsed
during the reactionary period following the battle of Waterloo, there
was still a future for them elsewhere. What Germany did not offer them,
America did. Israel Joseph Benjamin, a German-Jewish traveler in the
United States from 1859 until 1862 comments, they "brought along . . .

52@ens, "Source Materials,” p. 111 citing pllgemeine Zeitung des
Judenthums, May 4, 1839, p. 215.

53Ryman B. Grinstein, The Rise of the Jewish Commmity of New York,
860 (Pmiladelphia: The Jewish Publication Society of Amerioca,
1% 3.

5)s P. 129.
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optimism joined with sound common sense, . . . and a ready arm, . . .
inexhaustible perserverance, together with those peculiarly Jewish traits,
economy and sobriety."su

"They are emigrating, indeed."55 They emigrated from the poor villages,
small towns and rural areas of southern Germany. Bavaria contributed, by
far, the largest number of Jewish emlgrants to the United States, follow-
ed by Wiirttemberg and Baden.56 Jewish emigration was also ooouring in
Saxony, Palatinate, Hesse, and (ldenburg, but not the the extent that it
was ocouring in the other three states.

The language they brought with them was German, though some knew
Hebrew and wrote home in Jewish vernscular,’’ or Judeo-German (Yiddish).58
The German-Jews were later to be attacked in the American Jewish press for
speaking German in the United States and for teaching German to their
children.9 They did not, however, bring with them a highly developed
sense of Jewlish group life. They had not known nor lived in compact,
close=knit Jewish conmumities in Germany. Anti-semitic laws and attitudes
had prevented that. They lived in small towns and villages in Germany,
without the benefit of a well-organized Jewish community life. They

S4Kohler, op. cit., p. 96.

55f1ang, "Source Materials,” p. 108 eiting ne Zei de
Judenthums, September 9, 1837, no. 66.

56Weanryb, op. cit., p. 116; and Kohler, op. clt., p. 9%.

57Clang, "The 'Bayer' and the 'Pollack' in America,” p. 201; and
Weinryb, op. eit., p. 111.

58H:Lrshler. op. adt., p. 115

59manz. "The Immigration of German Jews up to 1880," p. 4.
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would, of course, seek out similar physical surroundings in the United
States.

The emigrants were Jews, first and foremost. Secondly, they were
Germans and remained steadfast in their desire to transplant the habits
of the 1ife they had inherited in Germany.®0 "The German Jewish immi-
grant," Glanz points out, "wished to preserve here what he cherished of
his old home and did not find in the new. And that was all1"6! The
German~Jewish immigrant in the Unlited States was fleeing anti-semitism,
not necessarily Germany.

Culture change, however, commenced as soon as the emdgrant Jew was
aboard the ship bound for the United States. Wolf Samuel wrote home to
his parents telling them that his master in the United States was a
Dutch Jew. He was not Jewish at all. Samuel, according to Weinryb, was
apparently attempting to ease his parents' fear that he was eating non-
kosher food.62 He had probably not eaten kosher food since embarking
from Rurope. The journey to the United States meant, of course, a
relaxation of religious practices. The immigrant Jews were certainly not
able to observe Jewish dietary laws in steerage, nor were they probably
able to observe any other religious obligations. Steerage was notoriously
filled with roughnecks and indentured servants who would have ridiouled

the sixteen or seventeen year old Jew for such observances. Although

60Rudalf Glanz, "Jews in Relation to the Cultural Milieu of the
Germans in America up to the Elghteen Elghties,” in Studies in Judaiocg
Americgna, p. 205.

144,

62yeinryb, op. cit., p. 119.
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they were believing and observant Jews, it was next to impossible for
them to avodd ocommitting occasional transgressions while aboard the
ship bound for the United States. Welnryb adds another element already
at work in Germany which smoothed the way for the easing of religious
observances; '"They seem to have been further swayed in this direction
not only by the individual attitude, but also by some current trend
toward relaxation of certain religious practioces . . . among the village
Jows in Gcmm'."63

The German-Jewish emigrant has been pictured as being a young man,
but not all were in that category: ". . . at Rledenburg, a village in
the provinoe of Brueckenau, an old man of eighty-five has decided to
migrate to Amrioa."a‘ Ryman Lagzarus, who settled in Morgan County, Chio
in 1818, was in his mid-forties when he emigrated from his home in
Germany. Buigrants over the age of thirty were, however, a distinct
minority. The vast majority of the immigrants were young men. They were
among the "underprivileged groups, [the/ second and third sons; and,
perhaps, in part, even from the lowest groups, the transients."65

Glane adds that the emigrant might even have been the "eighth, ninth,

631bid., pp. 110-11.

6“C‘;'lam’.. "Source Materials,” p. 109 citing gllgemeine Zeitung des

Judenthums, March 30, 1839, p. 135.
65weinryb, op. git., p. 109. It is daubtful that many Jews from the
latter olass w ve been capable of emigrating. They were financially

incapable of raising enough money for passage to the Umited States. Nor

did they have any skills or training to offer as security to obtain oredit
and migrate as indentured servants.
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or even eleventh son. n66 Thig was especially true after the promulgatim
of the Jew-law of 1813, enacted through the efforts of Count Maximilian
von Montgelas, Minister of Finanoe for Bavaria. The law encouraged
emigration abroad of younger sons by prohibiting their right to receive
Letters of Protection which would allow them to establish dowlciles,57
Kohler describes the young German-Jewish immigrant in blunter terms:
The former were persons whose forefathers for ages had been subjected
to every kind of degrading persecution, and had been debarred from
pursuing any ennobling avocations; persons who themselves had neither
been endowed by their fathers with worldly goods, nor with liberal
knowledge. Nevertheless, to their credit be it said, these German-
Israelites, uncouth, illiterate, narrow-minded and poor, as the
greater part of them must have been, friendless, without resources,
and ignorant of the English language, as they unquestionably were,
by dint of striot frugality, of unceasing activity, of indominable
energy, of considerable imnate, if uncultivated, abilities, succeeded

in acquiring more or less considerable ggrtunu. and in raising them-
selves to positions of trust and honor.

ant Ald
Tsedaka, or charity, is an important element within all Jewish
commmities.®? No institutional form of charity, however, was necessary
for the German-Jewish immigrant of the period 1790-1840. As discussed

earlier, they came as single men; free from the responsibilites of pro-
viding for the feeding and housing of ot.hors.7° Because they came as

66Glanz, "The 'Bayer' and the 'Pollack' in America," p. 190.
67Ipad., p. 192.
68Kohler. op., dt., p. 90.

698ernard H. Pucker, "Immigrant Aid within the Jewish Community,
1780-1860," (unpublished essay, Lexington, Mass., 1964), p. 1.

7Ogvan, op._¢it., p. 302.
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individuals, the Jewlsh communities in the United States were able to
care for them on an individual basis.

If the immigrant knew no one in the United States, he would seek out
the nearest Jew upon arrival.”’! He would find himself a friendly home,
"inevitably there arose the question of how the immigrant should make
a living . . . when [it was discovered that/ the immigrant had been a
Luftmensch on the other side, there was no alternative but . . ." for
the host to recommend peddling.72 Often the host himself would fit the
immigrant with a basket and send him out to peddle, giving him his first
supply of wares on credit.

The first Jewish immigrant aild society in the United States, ferath
Orechim, was founded in Philadelphia in 1783.73 It was a special fund of
the Tsedaka of the Congregation Mikveh Israel. The establishment of this
charity aided in the early promotion of Fhiladelphia as the primary port
of entry for German-Jews into the United States. In 1822, the Hebrew
Benevolent Society was founded in New York, offering an indication that
New York had bypassed Philadelphia in importance as the German-Jews' port
of entry. The leadership of the Hebrew Bensvolent Society was oomposed
largely of German-Jews. The immigrant Jew, if he had no other resources,
could draw upon these charities.

Weinryb mentions yet another method of immigrant financing, one which

71pernheim, The Settlement of Jews in the Lower Chio Valley, p. 1k.
72Grinstein, op. cit., p. 65.

73pucker, op. git., p. 6.



b2

has already been mentioned in this chapter. That method was the
redemptioner trade (indentured servants).”* Although it passed out of
existence during the 1820's, it was nevertheless an important method
in bringing German-Jews to the United States during the first half of
the study period. This was a system whereby a person bound himself to
serve a certain number of years to the person who paid his debts -
usually the cost of the passage to the United States. Ship captains
usually paid the passage of the redemptioner, selling him to another
person upon arrival in the United States. We have already discussed two
young German-Jews who utilised this method of financing their passage to
the United States. Undoubtedly many others came as indentured servants.

?Yeinryb, op. eit., p. 109.



CHAPTER III
PEDDLING IN THE UPPER OHIO VALLEY

Why Peddling?

Without question, the vast majority of the German-Jewish immigrants
of the period 1790-1840 began their new life in the United States by
engaging in peddling.l

Buchalter lists six reasons for the choioce of peddling by the German-:
Jewish immigrants;2 1) There was little or no initial investment on the
part of the immigrant.3 As discussed in Chapter II, the German-Jewish
immigrants were poverty stricken, often arriving in the United States ‘
with little more than a few dallars in their pockets. Numerous Jewish |
immigrants were given their first supply of goods on credit by sympa-
thetic Jewish residents of the port city. In those cases, there was no
initial investment on the part of the immigrant whatever. 2) The German-
Jewish immigrant had left anti-semitism, ridicule, and disrespect behind

1letter from Maleolm H. Stern, genealogist, American Jewish Archives,
New York, March 1, 1972; Glanz, "The Dmigration of German Jews up to
1880," p. 92; Radolf Glans, "Notes on Early Jewish Peddling in America,"

in Studies in Judaica Americana, p. 121; Joseph L, Blau and Salo W.
Baron, The Jews of the United States, a nta isto (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1963), P. 98; and Jacob R. Marcus, Memoirs of

erican Jews, 1775-1865, III (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication
Soclety of America, 1955), p. 6.

2jehudah Ben Haym Buchalter, "A Letter from the New Country," in
Hagefirsh, 180 (1895), p. 684. Translated from Classical Hebrew by
Mrs. Josef Bental, East Lansing, Michigan.

3See also Whiteman, op, git., p. 307.
43



FIGURE 4.

ISAAC WOLFE BERNHEIM,
A GERMAN-JEWISH PEDDLER
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him in southern Germany. What he wanted in the United States, above all
else, was to be respected and acoepted. Peddling was an honorable pro-
fession that they were capable of performing and which would gain them
the respect of the native Americans.? They had little vocational train-
ing at home and though they might have been qualified for manual labor,
felt that laborers were scorned in the United States. 3) There was a
fast return en the investment made in purchaszing their goods. There

vas no waiting for a salary; it came immediately. The peddler could
work at his own rate, earning more or less, depending on his own abil-
ities and ambition. He was free and independent. Isaac Wolfe Bernheim,
in his reminiscences about his peddling days, says, "I trudged along
the peaceful Pemnaylvania highways dreaming of future triumphs. Life
glittered with golden promise of coming rise as a country storekeeper
or of manorial affluence on a prosperous farm. I liked the 1life in the
open, . . ."5 In addition, there were no acoounting problems. The peddler
boaght low, attempted to sell high. He knew at all times what his profit
margin was. 5) Peddling encouraged the peddler to learn BEnglish rapidly
in order to survive financlally. They could sell their wares, of course,
without any knowledge of the Bnglish language, tut knowledge of the
language opened new territory to them, made them better bargainers.

6) Many were, acoording to Buchalter, thieves and murderers, running

unobmh, I (1856), p. 266 confirms that "most of the poor and needy
German-Jews were forced to go into peddling, which was not as degrading
here as in Germany, . . ."

S5pernheim, The Story of the Bernheim Pamily, p. 37.
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from the law.6 They simply wanted to be given another chance to prove
to themselves and to others that they cald be honorable men.

Grinstein adds that the immigrants' first contact in the United
States was frequently s German-Jewish merchant in the pert city.’ Most
of the port merchants realised from their own experience that the small
initial investment involved in supplying the foot peddler would be
sufficient for the immigrant to be a success. Frequently the merchant
would hire the immigrant to distribute his products in the back-country;
both the merchant and the immigrant gained from such an arrangement.

Peddling did, however, possess some disadvantages according to
Buchalter.8 The peddlers were, understandably, the first to feel an
economioc domturn. The items sold by the peddlers were usually those
which the customer did not consider necessities. In times of economioc
slumps, the peddler would, of course, have difficulty in locating buyers.
As Buchalter states, the rich did not tuy from peddlers. They ooculd
afford to travel to the large cities to buy from established merchants.
The peddlers' customers were the workers, poor people, and farmers, who
were unable to travel and who did not have extra money to spend on frills
during times of panic or depression. Frequently the exchange rate between
Eastern and Western currency was so great that in buying new supplies,
the peddler would discover that he had lost all his profit from the

6!'1:13 is the only reference the writer found which referred to any
of the German-Jewish peddlers as being oriminals at large.

7m. opP. ﬂto. Pe 129.
8Buchal ter, op. ¢it., p. 688.



b7

previous trip. More than one peddler lost his total investment when he
sald in the West and bought in the East. The second disadvantage, as far
as their religious life was conoerned, was the fact that most of their
business was carried cut on Fridays and Saturdays, thereby making
observanoce of the Sabbath difficult.

Peddling, for most German-Jewish immigrants, was simply the "first
round in the ladder of success, the profits of the first few weeks being
employed in paying off the original liabilities of the stock . . .''?
As has already been discussed, most were impoverished when they arrived
in the United States.10 A vocation was needed which would bring an
immediate return. The peddler found it absalutely imperative that he
build up a reserve to buy a permanent establishment, or to repay his
passage money, "learning [also/, in the quickest way, the manner of
American 1fe."11 Hyman Lazarus, "a Jew who had previcusly tramped about
the oountry as a peddler,"12 gave up peddling as soon as he had acoum-
ulated enocugh cash to buy a small store in Malta, Chio.13 He did as the
majority of German-Jewish peddlers of the period had done, "trudged . . .

9Kohlor. op. oit., p. 97.

10j0seph Anstrian, for example, had only twelve dollars in his pooket
when he arried in the United States. Many others had far less.

11Richard Banta, The Ghdo (New York: Rinehart, 1949), p. 279.

12harles Robertson, Qistory of Hoogan County, Go (Culoseo:
L.H. Watkins and Co., 1886), p. 3.

13Moz-gan County (Chio) Deed Pook A, P. 12. Hyman Lasarus purchased
lot 6, located on Front Street, on the west bank of the Mauskingum River,
in the village of Malta on June 2, 1819. There are indications, however,
that he settled there in 1818,
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through the length and breadth of the country unmtil . . . [acoumulating/
encugh capital for a permanent establdshment.1# Many were simply carry-
ing on only that which they knew; ". . . our own people," declares the
Oocgident, "who from the most industrious farming population have for
oenturies, through the foroce of oppression, been reduced to a set of
small traders, money-lenders, pedlers [sic/, and itinerants of all
sorts."15 Seven years later (1855), the Ogcident again reaffirms the
assumption that Jews from Germany had been peddlers: ". . . the efforts
that have been made for oenturies, by the tyrants of Burope, to debase
and extinguish the Jewish intellect, by debarring them from the exercise
of any avocation or employment other than that of traffic . . . either as
bankers, merchants, or the more humble peddler."16 Isaac Bernheim's
grandfather, Solomon Bernheim, was a soldier in the French Army under
Napoleon. On his discharge he became, as Bernheim calls him, an "itin-
erant merchant,” or peddler, operating out of Waldiirch, in Baden (see
Figure 3). He later returned to his former home in Sohmieheim, also in
Baden, and became the first Jew to receive permission to open a regular
store in the village.17 He was suocessful and was able to serd his
children to the schoal in nearby Ettenheim.l8 Most German-Jews were not

1%““. Mo. po 1“0.

15nCharitable Institutions,* Oogident, V (1848), p. 471. Grinstein
(1945) estimates that 30 per cent of the German-Jewish immigrants had
been peddlers in Germany.

16npedication of the School-house of the Hebrew Bducation Society of
Priladelphia,” Opoident, XII (1855), p. 504.

17Isaa6 Wolfe Bernheim, The Story of the Bernheim JFamily, p. 3.
1 ey Po U,
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so fortunate. Peddling, in fact, had been contemptuocusly assocliated
with the petty trade of the village Jews in smtherm Germany for decades.
It was an exceptional case when a Jew was able to leave the peddler's
pack and become a storekeeper. Peddling, in most instances, was the
only trade the immigrant German-Jew knew. In the United States peddling
did not carry the contempt it had in Birope, so it was a natural ocoupa-
tion for the immigrant to engage in.19

Many a young Jew left the master to whom he had been indentured,
with or without the master's blessings, only to travel to Pittsburgh
or Wheeling "with his pack full of notions,"20 geoure passage on a boat
and float downstream "swapping by the way until he heard of a likely
town to settle in."21 Joseph mstrian had no idea regarding what he
would do to earn a living upon arrival in the United States. He met a
fellow Jew after his arrival in the United States, explained his plight -
as stated above, he arrived with only twelve dollars - and was advised
to invest his money in notions. His advisor offered to get him started.
"As he spoke Bnglish and I oould not understand one word, I gladly
accepted his proposition. We started off at omoe, . . ."22 mstrian's
first peddling venture was successful; selling a few dollars worth of

1% teman, op. git., p. 308.
20gante, op, git., p. 278.

2 osd,

22j0seph mnstrian, jutobi cal and
(Chicago: n.p., 190%), p.
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goods. At the end of the first five days he had a profit of two dollars;
"fair sucoess,” Austrian calls 1t.23 on Ms own, he chose to peddle in
the back country "where the roads to the city were very bad and I
caloulated the difficulty offered people in going to and fro, would be
to my adnntngo."za Other peddlers would, of course, reach the same
conclugion and peddle in the rural areas:
Naturally the peddler picks out invariably that stretech of the
ocauntry in which the majority of settlements are situated and which
is stil]l the least infested by his colleagues; thereupon he goes
from one farm to another and asks whether the inhabitants are in
need of his wares. Usually the answer is 'Noi' But as the husband
is rarely at home and women would invariably fain see what precious
trinkets the seller does really carry hidden in that large, heavy

pack, he easily cobtains permission to open his pack and spread ocut
his wares.

The people of the Upper Chio Valley were settled in small villages and
towns, or on isolated farms, frequently miles distant from one another.
Permanently established stores could offer thelr goods only to thoses who
1ived in the vicinity. The farmer could not leave his land unattended
to journey into the village or town to purchase items which were unessen-
tial to his livelihood. He coculd, and would, however, procure them if
they were near at hand. Into this void stepped the German-Jewish peddler.
He was sent out by a merchant or wholesaler to attempt to sell tho:@ items
which the farmer or villaege resident would not tuy otherwise. Or he was,
as Joseph Mustrian, an independent peddler; buying supplies where he ocould
obtain them for the lowest price and reselling them for the highest

Ppaa.
oo Pe 15.

25@1gns, "Source Materials,” p. 129 citing W.C. Friedrich,
Gerptaoker's Gesqumelts Soriften, (Jena 1872-7%), vel. x, p. 196.
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possible profit. Most of the merchants and wholesalers who employed or
stocked the peddlers were located in the large river towms: Pittsbargh,
Wheeling, Marietta, Cincimnati, or Louisville. Some peddlers may have
also gone downstream to St. Louls to obtain their swpplies, but these
vere probably few because of the difficulty in transporting their wares
back up-river. Fhiladelphia merchants, including many Jewish firms such
as the Grats Brothers, were establishing warehouses and cutlets through-
out the Chio Valley.25 The Jewish firms would, out of loyalty to their
co-religionists, attempt to employ a German-Jew to peddle their wares
for them. Independent German-Jewish peddlers would, of course, out of a
desire to receive a fair deal, patronige a Jewish establishment when
replenishing their stock. Although the peddlers ocould be expected to
realize a slight profit from their sales, the profit of many of the
suppliers was frequently substantial. John Beauchamp Jomes, writing under
the pseudonym, Luke Shortfield, ocomplains that he had to obtain his
spplies from "Keen, Cunning and Company, of Philadelphis."Z7 The buyer
had to keep his wits when dealing with the wholesalers in order to pre-
vent being cheated by them. The immigrant German-Jew, ignorant of the
Bglish language, could be easily cheated by the wholesalers and undoubt-
odly marny were.

Isaac Leeser's Ocgident asks what can be done to help the immigrants,
"such as to 1i1ft them above their state of 1ndigonoot"28 For many years

26mau and Baron, op. ait., p. 130.
2shortfield, op, git., p. 162.

2800ctdent, XV (1857), p. 279.
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the immrigrants had been given a "small pack of any sort of valuable
goods,"29 then sent out to peddle among the people of the small towns
and villages, and to the farmers. The article contimes, "this gystem
must come to an end; it is nearly overdone now; . . .*30 Two yoars
earlier (1855), the same periodical had called for an alternative to
peddling for the immigrants; "apprentices are better than to encourage a
system of hawking and peddling . . . which « . . is a most degrading and
pemurious ooonpation."31 Mmerican Jewish leaders contimally spoke out
against peddling, not only because they considered it degrading, but they
were aware of the consequences regarding the effects of it on the Jewish
culture of the peddler.

Licenses, before 1840, were a small obstacle to the peddlers, but
these were not overly restrictive and arny immigrant ocould easily obtain
one with only a minimum of effort. Pennsylvania enacted its first law
regarding peddling in 1729. It was probably the most restrictive of the
laws concerning peddling to be in effect within the study area. Among
other minor requirements, the law stated that the prospective peddler
could only obtain a license after obtaining a recamendation from the
court regarding "the honesty of the person recommended and [oertifying/
that he or she 1s a liver within this province."32 The standard fee in
Perngylvania appears to have been ten dollars a year, although the law

29qead.
g,
31nthe Jews in Jamaica," Qogident XII (1855), p. 571.

32permsylvania, Statutes at Large (1729), CCCVIII, p. 1k2.
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authorised local governmental agencies to establish higher fees. Persons
peddling without a license were to be treated as common vegrants and
punished accordingly. The same law, amended mmerous times, was still
in effect at the end of the nineteenth oentury. Virginia had a similar
1licensing requirement; it too carried over from the Colonial peried.
Kentucky required that peddlers liocenses be obtained from the county
clerk of any county of the Commonwealth.33 The fee was, again, ten
dollars. The license was valid for one year from the date of issue and
was valid throughout Kentucky, irregardless of where it was purchased.
The fine for not possessing a peddlers license in Kentucky was ten
dollars. The Northwest Territory enacted its first licensing requirement,
which applied to peddlers, in 1799.3% The fee, in this case also, was ten
dallars per year. The penalty for peddling without a license was eighteen
dollars. Chio and Indiana, after achieving separate status, simply re-
enacted the law of the Northwest Territory, with slight increases in fees
and substantial increases in the penalties for peddling without a license.
Many peddlers, willing to assume the risks involved, disregarded the
licensing requirement. The laws did not apply to persons who peddled from
riverboats, further encauraging peddlers to remain in oclose proximity to
navigable rivers.

The German-Jewish immigrant, taking up the role of peddler that the
Yankee had abandoned, was fulfilling a role that seemed to be especially
created for him. He fallowed the German immigrants into the interior of

xentucky, Statute Laws (1806), CCCXLVII, p. 2.

Mrneodore Pease, ed., The Laws of the Nortlwest Territ 88-1800
(Danville, Illinois: min&s m Colleotions, 1925), P %I.
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America, and supplied them with items which kept them in contaot with
the ocutside world.

Journey into the Wilderness

During the period of this study, there were few chcices regarding the
route to follow into the interior of the United States. The vast majority
of the German-Jewish immigrants, as has been discussed earlier, entered
the United States through the ports of New York, Fhiladelphia, and,
occasionally, Baltimore. They immedlately began peddling, following the
German immigrants into the West. They peddled their wares as they moved
westward, eventually reaching the Chio River Valley, their goal.

The market that the peddlers sought was in the Chio Valley. There were
the isalated villages and farms which needed the servioes that only the
peddler could bring:

The country is big and there are still places . . . where people are
80 good-natured or so simple that they allow themselves to be duped
a 1ittle. Sam finds these places and the farmers are happy to see the
peddler, for then they need not make the long journey to the city.
But Sam is still happier, sinoe he sells at 200 per ocent profit and
gets a night's lodging and evening meal free.

The peddlers were frequently successful in tusiness because the
ostablished merchants, who were few in number, carried only those items
for which there was a ready market - the bare necessities of life. Seldom
could they afford to stock the frills and trinkets that were the stock in
trade of the German-Jewish peddler. They could not bother with items such

as notions, dry goods, and ready-made clothing, except by ordering theam

”mam. "Source Materials,” p. 135 citing Theodor Griesinger,
Lebende Bilder aus Amerika, pp. 20-25.
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especially for one resident who might have requested such articles. The
peddler cculd offer what the merchants could not, more rapidly, and at
a lower priee.36

The market, as stated above, was, indeed, large and expanding. The
federal census of 1790 shows that there were nearly 56,000 inhabitants
in the area now forming the state of West Virginia.3? Kentucky contained
approximately 73,000 persons by 1790; Chio, only ten years later (1800),
possessed 45,365 inhabitants. Although the totals above do not indicate
the number of persons residing in the study area, it can be assumed that
at least half, if not more, of the total population did. Due to the
influence of the Chio River on immigration, the greatest number of pereons
would have been attracted to settle within its vicinity. There was
probably a market of well over 100,000 persons within the study area
by 1800.

This large and growing market needed the products of the East. The
Gratz Brothers,3% and other mercantile firms of the East, were opening
business ventures in the West during the early years of this study. The
market was expanding, the supplies were available; the way was open for
the introduction of a distributor - the German-Jewish peddler.

361.“ Max Friedman, "The Problems of Kineteenth Century merican
Jowish Peddlers,” jmerican Jewigh Historical quarterly, 44 (1954-55), p. k.

vt A st e
1958 (Philadelphia: Press of M, Jacobs, 1963), p. 1 t

research indicates a population of 55,873 in the area now forming West
Virginia in 1790.

3rhe Gratz Brothers were among the first land-owmers (1780) in the
Pittsburgh area. For more information on their activities, see William

Vincent Ryars, chants in Philadel 1798
(Jefferson City, Mo: Gﬂo ﬁiﬁ !E%Bncon Printing UE.E. iﬁIE;. iz
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Pemngylvania issued Indian trading licenses in 1765 to Abraham Moses
and Moses Abrabam; in 1772 to Abraham Levy; in 1773 to Ephreim Abraham,
Jaccb Cohen, and Joseph Sclomon Cohen; and in 1775 to Lyon Nathan.®
These men were traders, not settlers or peddlers, tut were instrumental
in opening trade in western Pennsylvania. They returned to their homes
in the st after their trading was completed. Jewish settlers, however,
were permanently residing in Pittsburgh by 1800. Kohler mentions at least
one visitor to Pittsburgh who commented on the presence of Jewish resi-
dents in the city. The Bnglish actor, Bernard, who, in Pittsburgh in
1800, suggested that there were "natives of every State, besides English,
Irish and Scotch, Prench, German, Dutch, Jews, and Indians."#0 Several
Jews purchased land in the Pittsburgh area following the Revolutionary
War, but, as of 1790, none resided there. Apparently the Jews to whom
Bernard refers were either persons who settled in Pittsburgh between
1790 and 1800, or were Jewish immigrants, passing through enroute to the
West., Feldman devotes little research to the Jewish peddler in the
Pittsburgh area. He comments only that they passed through the city
cocasionally; "it is unknown how they fared or if any of them settled
here."#1

Solomon Schoyer, born in Germany in 1795, arrived in Pittsburgh between
1824 and 1832. He may have been a peddler himself, but upon arrival in

P penngylvanig prehives, 5th Series, I, pp. 374=79.
Mx@hl’l‘. OP. Qto. Pe 250

4 ;. 00b S. Peldman, The Early Migration and Settlement of Jews in

Pitaburgs, 175160k P i S s e e e
burgh and the gh Council of B'nai B'rith, 1959), p. 6.
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Pittsburgh, established a wholeeale ard retail clothing store.¥2 Glans
confirms that Jewish wholesalers became the suppliers of the Jewish
retail-merchants, the peddlers.?3 Undoubtedly, Schoyer sald his whole-
sale goods to German-Jewish peddlers who were passing through Pittsburgh
enrcute to the West. He spoke German and was the obviocus chaloe as
supplier to the immigrant German-Jew who had not yet mastered the
English language.

Cineinnati, however, was the focal point for the German-Jewish
peddlers. Pittsburgh, because of the physical characteristics of the
surrounding landscape, was unsuitable for large numbers of German-Jewish
poddlcra.“‘ The population was more centralised around the city of
Pittsburgh; peddlers ecould not successfully compete with the established
merchants in the central city. There was no large, scattered population
in the rural areas surrounding Pittsburgh and transportation facilities
in the back country were poor or non-existent (see Figure 5). Few Jews,
in fact, settled in the Pittsburgh area until the mass migration of the
1840's. A Minyan (a group of ten men required to conduct services in a

synagogue) was not possible until 1848 when Congregation Shasre Shamayim
was founded.%5 Cincinnati, on the other hand, could boast of possessing

¥2n44., p. 9.

43pudolf Glang, "Notes on Early Jewish Peddling in America,” in
§w£ in M‘iﬂ !.ﬁm. Pe 124.

Mivost of the Jewish supply houses in Pittsburgh olosed within a few
years of opening; their owners moving farther west. Feldman (1959) names
only two Jewish peddlers in Pittsburgh in 1850,

Ristory of Pittsburgh, 1749-1865," (unpublished Master's thesis, University

45peldman, op. E;t.. p. 14; Julia Miller, "Jews Connected with the
of Htt'm@. 1930 s Pe 2“.
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a synagogue in 1822.%6 Few Germans were settling in the Pittsburgh area
during the study period to provide customers for the German-Jewish imwi-
grant wvho coauld speak only German. The goal of the peddlers was, from
the beginning, the Chio Valley.

The Jewish migration into the Mahoning Valley (see Figure 1), according
to Butler, oommenced in the 1830's.*? However, it undoubtedly began
earlier with German-Jewish peddlers entering the area. They were
assimilated into the Gentile culture only to be overlooked by Butler and
other researchers.

Many German-Jewish immigrants reached the Chio by way of the National
Road. They peddled across Pernsylvania from Philadelphia to Wheeling, on
the Chio River.*8 Upon completion of the Ghio and Erie Canal in 1833,
mmerous German-Jewish irmigrants began to enter the Chio Valley by way
of the Brie Canal and Lake Erie to (leveland. From Cleveland they moved
by way of the Chio and Erie Canal to Portsmouth on the Chio River (Figure
6). Both these routes bypassed Pittsburgh, placing the German-Jewish
immigrant directly into the heart of the Upper GChio Valley, his goal.
Future success for the German-Jew was to be found in the Chio Valley.

He took the shortest, or least expensive, route to reach it. Jaocod

“6‘ oongregation was founded in New Orleans, the southern port of
entry for German-Jews, in 1826, twenty-two years before the founding of
the synagogue in Pittsburgh.

47Joseph G. Butler, Jr., Ristory of Yougstom and the Nshoning
Yalley, Gjo (Chicago and New York: American Histo Society, 1921),
P. 3220

ua‘l'ho National Road was completed and open to traffic as far as
Wheeling, Virginias in 1818.
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Sussengut, for example, arrived in New Yark, July 21, 1837. He traveled
westward along the Erde Canal, peddling by day, traveling by boat at
night. He reached Chillicothe, Chio in September of 1837.%9 Marcus
Fechheimer, born July 13, 1818 in Mitwits, Bavaria arrived in New York
in the spring of 1837. He peddled through New York, Permsylvania and
Gdo, arriving in Cincimnati in December of 1839.50 Bernheim states;
"thus . . . these hardy pioneers either as peddlers, or as store keepers,
scattered [themselves/ along the shores of the . . . Chio,"™! and its
navigable tributaries. The German-Jewish peddlers, because of their
inability to speak the BEnglish language, migrated by the shortest
possible routes to the Chio Valley where they could begin their careers

amld persons with whom they could converse.

The (] the
Charles Peters, an ex-peddler, summs up a German-Jewish peddler's
career in his "four degrees of business."52 These were; "ist, 'Mit a
pack on his back;' 2nd, 'Mit a horse and wagon;' 3rd, 'Mit a store;'
4th, 'Mit a bank or bankrupt.'"
Cramer camments on the existence of 104 settlements in the Upper Chio

¥9Glanz, "Source Materials,” p. 127 citing Der_Deutsche Pionjer,
vol. m. Cincinnatd, 18&"85. P 5180

50wd., p. 127-28 citing Der Deutsche Piomier, vol. XIII (1881-82),
p. 501.

51Bernheim, The Settlement of Jews in the Lower Chio Valley, p. 15.

52Charles Peters, The jutobdography of Charles Peters (Sacramento:
n.p., n.d.), p. 138,
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Valley in 1811 (see Figure ?)-53 Undoubtedly there were others; Cramer
does not state his criteria for the designation of a settlement. There
were, to be sure, irmumerable hamlets and isolated farms scattered
throughout the region. Peddlers were likely to be found in all of these
settlements, either as temporary residents peddling in the surrounding
raral area, or settling in permanently established stores.

But what was the life of the peddler like?! He had left his homeland,
family and friends. He was in a strange wilderness. He did not know the
language of the natives. He had been a devout and observant Jew at home
in Germany, but he could find few co-religionists in the vast territory
he was now situated in. He was foroed to disobey the teachings and
dootrines of his religion and peddle on the Sabbath. He was obliged, from
sheer hunger, to eat non-kosher food offered to him by sympathetic farmers.
Ameriocans in this region, even as late as 1915, vere offering fine meals
of pork to passing Jewish poddlors.bh

The peddlers traveled through the region during all seasons and in all
kinds of weather. However, they preferred the winter months when their
oustomers would be found indoors. The peddler's wares took on a different,
fascinating appearance when the peddler opened his pack and spread his
goods aoross the floor. They were more attractive when put on display in
the drab, low cabin; on the rough wooden table, or across the dirt or

537adok Cramer, The Navigator (Pittsturgh: Cramer, Spear, and
Elchbaum, 1814); Reprinted Ann Arbor: University Microfilms, 1966.

54 Letter from Iucille (Mynhier) Bvans, Fort Meade, Florida,
April 16, 1972.
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wooden floor, amid the homely, drab surroundings of the pioneer cabin.
The customers saw the peddler's wares befoare their eyes. There were
many things that they could make use of, but would easily forget to
purchase in the village store. The peddler was able to rewind them of
the little articles that the needed in their daily lives.55 Rural
America was in need of small articles of every description and the

German-Jewish peddler was prepared to supply them. The peddlers normally
talked to the women of the household, however, so they specialized in
those items that the women could use; ready-made clothing, dry goods
(pillow shams and pillow cases, ribbons, lace, bows, and so on), and
notions (buttons, pins, needles, thread, etc.).

The peddlers were, indeed, successful. Jacob Slssengut, the twenty-
three year old Ravarian mentioned earlier, tramped throughout the area
around Chillicothe, Ross County, Chio. He was successful in his venture
and eventually graduated to a horse and wagon. He later angliciged his
name to Jacob Souongood.56 Philip Heidelbach, another Bavarian Jew,
arrived in Cincinnati in the spring of 1837 after peddling across the
country from New York, his port of entry. Aided by a fellow Jew in
New York, he invested his eight dollars in peddler's supplies and within
three months had raised a capital of $150.00, He peddled in the vicinity
of Cincinnati and eventually entered into a partnership with Jacob

55@ans, "Source Materials," p. 130 citing W.C. Friedrich,
Gerstagker's Gesammelta Soriften, (Jena 1872-74), vol x, p. 196.

569&11:0-0!. op, ait., p. 312.
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Seasongood in a dry goods store in 1840,57 Jacob Hlsas, at the age of
twenty, arrived in New York from Germany. He made his way to Philadelphia
and Jacob Steiner's peddlers' supply house. He was given goods on credit
and began his career as a peddler. He peddled westward to the Upper Chio
Valley, 1iked it, and settled in Portsmouth, Seicto County, Ohio.8

After the War of 1812, settlers streamed westward in great numbers.
They filtered across the countryside where a scattered population formed,
making the early establishment of gemeral stores unprofitable. Whatever
the family could not produce itself in the home, or the little frills
that kept them in contact with the advanced economy of the East, were
obtained from river-boat peddlors.59 As roads were constructed, peddlers
left the rivers and wandered from settlement to settlement. Thus the
settler was freed from his isolation. Glanz indicates that "the settler
became connected with other sections of the American economic life by
his contact with trade and goods; he was able to avoid working in home-
industry and could greatly increase his activities in agriculture . . ."60
It is extremely doubtful, however, that a peddler, carrying his wares in
a pack on his back, could have brought enough merchandise to the isalated
farmer to accomplish so impressive a feat. The peddler, nevertheless,
brought a little of the outside world to the isclated settler. The immi-
grant settler was able to keep in closer contact with the world he had
left through the medium of the German-Jewish peddler.

57bid., pp. 312-13.

581pad.

59Glanz, "Notes on Early Jewish Peddling in America," p. 121.
oo Po 122.
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Peddler supply houses were established at selected paints thraughout
the region, particularly in the Chio River towns. They provided goods
and services for the German-Jewish peddlers. The owner of the general
store, many miles from his supply house, made only one or two trips each
year to obtain his stock. The peddler on an established route could
obtain an item for a housewife within a month or less. He could take the
order on one peddling trip and supply the item on the fallowing trip.
The peddlers also had an advantage over the gensral stores in that they
catered to the German immigrants, "with whose peculiar tastes and needs
he was familiar from the homeland. 6!

The standard stock in trade of the German-Jewish peddlers, as mentioned
above, were notions, dry goods and ready-made do‘thmg.62 The goods were
relatively light in weight, offering the peddler the opportunity to carry
a larger number of items. The peddler could not afford to carry only a
fow items. He would be traveling for days at a time over long distances.
He needed a large number of lightweight, high value products to make his
peddling journeys profitable. It is doubtful that the German-Jewigh
peddler, particularly the foot peddler, carried items which were essen-
tial to the livelihood of the isolated farmer. Few items in that categary
would meet the peddler's requirements. Peddlers' wares were, for the most
part, items which would be considered luxuries by the pioneer settler.
They were items which brightened his 1life and kept him in contact with

6ima4., p. 123.

reus, moirs of ori 1 o Pe 6 0
. . P ; and Whiteman
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the styles and fashions of the East, They were not the necessities of
1life.

The first method of peddling was, of course, on foot. The poverty
stricken immigrant was by no means able to purchase a horse upon arrival
in the United States. He followed the primitive roeds and towpaths along
the rivers of interior America (see FMigures 5 and 6). The pack on his
back seldom weighed less than forty pounds, frequently as much as 100-
150 pounds. He normally traveled as many as twenty-five miles a day.3

The German-Jewish peddler was the fashion advisor of the day. "He kmew
all the latest styles [or at least carried the products which could be
passed off as being the latest stylea/ . . . as soon as he opened his
pack he began a running record of the newest changes in fashion /Af, of
oourse, he imew Bnglish/n*

The peddler stopped at nearly every house on his route. He only
avoided those vhere he was certain that he would be unwelcome. If he was
allowed to open his pack, he was usually sucoessful in maling a sale.
Onoce the pack was opened, it was diffiocult for the isolated settler to
resist the items before him. The peddler normally left the farmhouse with
his pack lightened and his money purse heavier. "In time housewives began
to expect the monthly visit from the cheerful, young Jewish peddler. "S5

635ee Figure 4 for a picture of a German-Jewish peddler who, from all
indications, is, in appearance, typical of all the German-Jewish foot

peddlers of the period 1790-1840.

6"Ihx:iofl..f Glang, The Jew in the (ld Ame ore (New York:
Waldon Press, 1961), p. 137 & G. Estes, The (Cedarwood,
Oregon, 1925), p. 162.

65Mednm. op. git., p. 4.
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The bearded Hebrew frequently brought news of the outside world, if he
could speak English. He was, needless to say, welcomed in most frontier
households and helped improve the Ammerican system of communication and
distribution by personal contact.®0

The German-Jewish peddlers were scattered throughout the region in
relatively large numbers and are frequently mentioned in travel
aocounts.é’? James L. Scott "called at a German tavern [at Ashland,
Richland County (now in Ashland County), Chio/, as the next day was
Sabbath . . . during the day, a German peddler, a Jew, came, . . .n68
Luke Shortfield tells of an encounter with a German peddler, "a cunning
Jov."“ whom he calls, '""Moses, the Jou 170 Hyman Lagarus appears to have
operated out of Marietta, Washington County, Chio. The Sheneman peddler,
who, unfortunately, remains anonymous, worked from a supply base in
Wooster, Wayne County, Chio. "Eleven times out of ten the peddler is a
Jow, . . 71
The successful peddler, after graduating to a horse and wagon, rapidly

expanded his business to include a wider assortment of products; adding

66H1rshler. op. edt., p. 38.

67'rhore were 311 peddlers, most of whom were German-Jews, in
Cincimati alone in 1840; many others were located throughout the Upper

OChio Valley. See Charles Cist, Sketches and Statistios of Cincinnatl in
1851 (Clncinmti: m]-m E. Moore and COO. i 51 » P 190

68Jumes Leander Soortt

(Pravidence- By the mthor. 1843), p. 19.

9shorteield, op. eit., p. 128.

? «s Po 130,

71@ang, "Source Materials," p. 133 oiting Theodor Griesinger,
Lebende Rilder aus jpmerika, p. 20.



69

tin and copper ware, taking items in trade instead of insisting on cash;
offering goods on credit to his established customers; expending his
peddling area; becoming a true itinerant merchant rather than just a
foot peddler. Many continued to travel by riverboat. License fees were
not applicable to peddling from boats, as illustrated in the following:
"And did you make anything out of the deckers [the other passengers on
the riverboat/?" "Te Goots I solt on te bassage, . . . gost me vorty
tollar - dey prought me von huntret and tirty. My pusiness is to pe
alvays at pusiness, everywhere. On te steampoats dey ton't make us bay
licenge."7?

The Sheneman peddler was one of the more sucoessful merchants who
traveled about in a horse and wagon. He sold a variety of items; pails
at twenty-five cents each, flaxseed at one dollar a bushel, rags at a
variety of prioces, tubs, ranging in prioce from one to three dollars,
depending on size, peaches, which he received in trade, only to re-sell
at a profit, apples, feathers, deer skins, tallow, cheese, mops, and
butter.”3 On January 7, 1836, after eleven days of peddling, he states in
his diary, "finish Sold All and returned."”*

The route traveled by the Sheneman peddler began at his supply base in
Wooster, Wayne County, Chio, proceeded southeast to New Bsdford, south to
Keene Town (now called Keene) and west to Danville where hiz supplies
became exhausted.’’ He returned to Wooster to replemish his stock, then

72shortfield, op. cit., p. 183.

?Jpeddler's Dlary, Western Michigan University, Archives, John
Sheneman Papers.

7Iid., p. 6.
opud.
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ventured cut on the route illustrated in Figure 8. He did not comment on
length of time it required to complete the second oiifouit. However, he
carried a mch larger supply of goods and a greater variety of iteas on
the second journey than he had on the first. The second journey, during
which his supplies became exhausted in the viecinity of Loudonville, was
approximately seventy-five miles in length. This was probably the
maxisum distance a wagon-peddler was able to travel before depletion of
his stock. He never traveled more than thirty miles from his base of
supply in Wooster, however. If he misjudged his business prospects,
selling his stock of goods before completing the cireuit, he would be
certain of having no more than thirty miles to travel in returnming to
his supply base. The majority of his customers resided in rural areas,
although he does conment occasionally that a few of his patrons were
within some of the small villages along his route.

The Sheneman peddler was typical of the advanced wagon-peddler. He
extended credit to his customers, "Hectar Shutt . . . and bill 50
[oents];"76 received goods in payment rather than insisting on ocash,
and sold a wide variety of items. Hls expenses on the second journey,
other than the cost of the goods and his horse and wagon, totalled
"12¢ to blacksmith"”’ and "Blacksmith W1l 25 [cents/."78 He expected
to receive exaot amounts in payment, if his customer paid cash. He kept

76pad., p. 5.
77191(!.. p. 10,

78p44., p. 11.
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a careful record of the amount of money received from each customer and
of the amount he paid out in change. "50 cents I gave change;"?? and
"I gave 6} change;"80 are two such entries in his diary.

Dangers sbounded on the road. One account tells of a German-Jewish
peddler being attacked by a man who was returning from a camp meeting.
His explanation was that he had heard "that the Jews had crucified the
Lord, and T oalkerlated you was one of the men that did it."S! Many
local areas enacted laws regarding the activities of peddlers, often at
the insistence of a local merchant. Many an unsuspecting German-Jewish
peddler found himself in the unfriendly hands of the local constable
before he knew anything about the existenoce of the law. Frequently their
foreign appearance made them the butt of jokes and rough treatment in
the village imns where they were oocasionally obliged to stay overnight.
Friedman adds, too, that '"only too often [iooal newspapers had to ropar‘&]
the robbery, or sometimes the murder of a Jew pot'lt:i:lor."82 Indeed, they
were murdered. A letter, written in 1836, contains the following:

Perhaps you recollect a Jew pedler was missing two or three years ago
near the free bridge of Cayuga lake his horse and trunk was found
where he put up for the night but nothing could be found of the man.
(in that time search was made) About ten days ago a man was chopping
on the marsh of the lake in the woods and cut down a hollow stump
twenty or thirty feet high on the same farm where the peddler was

last seen and to his astomishment found it contained the body of a
man hung in it with a rope and plece of chain . . . it is said to

4., p. .

80maa.
810 ane, The %ﬂ in the Cld gmerican Folklore, p. 135 citing
Joewish Ledger, XII (1900), no. 9, p. 15.

ezmm’ OP. ﬂto. Pe 6.
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be the pedler. The farm was sald to another man once the pedler was
missed, they have taken one man on suspigion and conveyed him to
Anburn and sent for another to Michigan.Z3

The murder of a German-Jewish peddler oocured in Morgan County,
Kentucky during the time that William Mynhier was sheriff. A man by the
name of Brown was tried and hanged for the orime. The name of the peddler
who was murdered is not recorded.

Friedman summarises, "on foot, on horseback, or with wagon drawn bty a
weary horse, over rough roads, fording unbridged streams, they made their
slow ways with heavy packs, rain or shine, gaining their meager profits,
ever hoping that at the end of the rainbow there was awaiting them sun-
shine in this new 1md."85

The peddlers' reactions were as could be expected. Jacob Elsas
"thought of home and mother and brothers and sisters, and felt indesorib-
ably lonesome as he then, for the first time, shed toa.rs."86 Abraham
Kohn was bitter, "I cammot say whether America misled me, or whether I
misled wself."87 Many others cursed the day they left home. Sales were
not always good; the peddler sometimes thought that, because of his back-

ground, he simply was not sharp enough to make a good sale:

83 etter from Polly Ely, Vemice, New York, Jamary 6, 1836 to
Herman Landon, Jackson County, Michigan.

841 otter from Lucille (Mynhier) Evans, Fort Meade, Florida,
April 16, 1972.

85mmn. op. cit., p. 6.
séﬂhitolan. op, ¢it., p. 314.

a7narcns, op. e¢it., p. 7.
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I mosht afeart America ish no conetry for the Jewish, no more ash
Seotland ish vitch hash notink in it at all put pride ant poverty,
ant ocatmeal and vishkey. Te Yankee all knowish too mush for us,
ant ish too mmsh wide awake, ant sho sharp as a neetle atuld.nga
von pargain, vitch give no chansh at all to a poor Jew to liff.

As a peddler became known, and came to know his customers on an
established raute, he often extended credit. He was frequently forced
to make the move in order to compete with the village storekeepers who
were his competition. Bad debts, of course, came to plague the peddler
who had 1little chance of forecing payment. Local courts repeatedly refused
to force payments from neighbors to pay an itinerant peddler whom they
often considered a scoundrel.

A small handful of German-Jewish peddlers enjoyed their chosen
profession. Isaac Wolfe Bsrnheim, at first, liked life in the open,
stating that he preferred to be independent and to work out his owm
salvation in his owm vay.eg Most German-Jewish peddlers, however, were
only too happy to save enough to buy a store in some small town where
they felt welcome, often omitting the horse and wagon stage of the
peddling business. Many peddlers who went through the horse and wagon
stage were later sorry for making the move:

I started out with high hopes, but soon discovered that I had made a
serious blunder. To carry one's stock of goods boldly into a house and
submit it for inspection to the prospective customer is a far easier
proposition than to go empty-handed into the house, emumerate the
articles which you have for sale, and try to receive permission to

show your goods. In the former case a small sale could almost
invariably be made, while in the latter procedure much valuable time

88pidolf Glanz, "Jew and Yankee: a Historic Comparison," in Studies
in Judaics imericans, p. 334 citing [Thomas Chandler Haliburton/, The

89Bomhoh, The Story of the Bernheim Family, p. 37.
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was often lost in the attempt to get the customer into the mood
to look at your wares.

Isaac Bernheim soon discovered, much to his grief, that the expense of
keeping a horse far exceeded his profit on the goods he was able to sell.
The happiest moment in his peddling career, and a turning point in his
1ife, was when he discovered ane morning that his horse had died.9!

The German-Jewish peddlers were frequently of the opinion that their
suppliers and customers were attempting to take advantage of them. The
feeling, in many cases, was mutual. The editor of a Kentucky newspaper
classified ''pedlars, editors, clockmakers, timmen, and robbers'" as being,
for the most part, "men without honor or morality, . . . [here for/ the
dirty purposes of lucre and wealth.'"92 The editor's attitude was, unfor-
tunately, a common one regarding the German-Jewish peddlers. The peddler
quickly earned a reputation for sharpness: "But after all, he was a Jew
peddler. It was said facetiously up and down the Big Road that you '‘come
off better with the black-faced highwayman in a rough and tumble scrap
than you would trading with Chake Rosenstein."93 The German-Jewish peddler
was frequently made the butt of jokes and ansodotes. M Hyman Lagarus 1is

901bid., p. 38.
911pid., p. b41.
925ames Miller, The Genesis of Western ture: The Chio
800-1825 (New York: De Capo Press, 1%@5, P. 39 %E:\.ng the
Mr ort Commentgtor, March 23, 1820.
93d1ane, ‘l'he Jow 1n the Old mriom Folklore, pp. 136=37 oiting

HPor further on this subject, see Rudolf Glans, The Jew in the Cld
klore (New York: Waldon Press, 1961), and, by the same
author, "Jewish Names in Early American Humor," in Studies in Judaioa
Mmericans (New York: Ktav Publishing House, 1970).
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frequently remembered by the stories told regarding his activities:
The first mill in Malta /Chio/ was built by Isaac Baker on two flat-
boats . . . It is related that the first time that Ryman Lasarus,
the Jew, saw a steamboat on the /Muskingum/ River, he came to Baker
on the run, his eyes wide with astonishment, and shouted, 'Mr. Baker!
Mr. Baker! Your mill haf got loose, und he is coomin ocop the river
a~grihdin like the Devil}'95

Luke Shortfield tells of his first meeting with Moses Tubal:

He came on foot, but from what place no one knew. He was a young
man somewhat older than myself, with a prominent nose, high cheek
bones, and small sparkling eyes. Before the day was over, I began
to suspect he might be one of those vendors of 'tender' goods, a
ounning Jew, in quest of a location 88 cheat his neighbors, and
spoil the regular trader's business.

The writer's opinion may have been colored somewhat by the fact that
he was, at that time, the only so-called, regular trader, in the village.
""Moses, the Jew'"9?7 btuilt his store next to Shortfield's, each commencing
a private war against the other.

James L, Scott, a protestant minister, was suspicious of the German-
Jewish peddler he encountered at Ashland, Ohio: The peddler '"was very
urgent to direct me. I took his way bill, but his armxdety to obtain my
pledge that I follow it, gave me suspicions, and I took another route."98
Scott later learned that the route suggested by the peddler traversed
forty miles of wilderness, "sometimes infested with robbers."99 The

German-Jewish peddler, although disliked by merchants and travelers, was

9SRobortson. op. adt., p. 5.
96shortfield, op. eit., p. 128.
97 bad., p. 129.

985q0tt, op. ait., p. 19.

Pmad.
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nearly always a weloome visitor at the isclated farms and villages,
even into the present century: "I remember when I was 6 or 8 years old
[about 1915/ one [a Jewish peddler/ stopped at the home of my grand-
parents. I remember looking in his pack, and wondered how he carried
so many things . . . The peddlers were always welcome visitors."100
Glanz agrees that the peddlers were welcome visitors:
And very soon the peddler appeared not only as the face from home,
but as the vision of all that is new and far off; the bearer of the
amazing sensational creations of the civiliszed world, bringing these
things to the log cabins in the wilderness and to newly founded
points of settlement. In these places, he presents a veritable show
with his wares, and thereby embarrasses the settler merchant who is
his competitor. In brief, the magical image 05 the 'bearer of
civilization' was aroused in the wilderness.1®1
During the period 1790-1840 the German-Jewish peddler was frequently
the sole contact between the distant settler and the business world."102
He brought some of the luxuries of the day which the isolated settler
could or would not obtain elsewhere. The dealer of the town was the
merchant; the dealer of the sparsely populated countryside was the
peddler.103
The peddler also aided in the economic development of new towns and
oities in the Upper Chio Valley. The peddlers in the region did not have

the resources to purchase their goods directly from New York,

100 otter from Luecille (Mynhier) Evans, OE: %;t.; A loetter from
Ida Kemnings, Detroit, Michigan, May 1, 1972 r s a similar child-
hood incident in Delaware County, Indiana before 1908,

1015 4ng, The Jew in the Qld jmericen Folklore, p. 123.
102pr odman, op. eit., p. 1.

1°3m.durdsm L. Wright, Hawkers and Walkers in eri
(Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott Company, 1927), p. 9%.
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Fhiladelphia, or Pittsburgh, nor did many of them have time to spare
to make such a journey to obtain supplies. The peddler had to buy in
the next wholesale center, often the small river towns, oreating a
market for wholesalers who might consider establishing supply houses
in the new towms.

The peddlers position in the trade was one of procuring goods for
the settlers which could not be profitably stocked by the local merchants
in the region. The peddler was the "ploneer-merchant following the
ploneer settler."10% He filled a need in the lives of farmers and
villagers who had no ready access to stores which stocked the items
which the peddlers carried. The local merchant ran the general store;
the German-Jewish peddler was the specialty store. The German-Jew,
recently arrived in the United States, was willing to endure the hard-
ships and assume the risks of the peddling profession in order to gain

a foothold in his new home.

1°“ca.nz. "Notes on Early Jewish Peddling in America," p. 121.



CHAPTER IV
SETTLEMENT AND ASSIMILATION

Spatial Distribution of the German-Jews

"One becames a merchant, i.e., carries on trade in the ever-roaming
wagons and stesmboats, until one gets a house and established store,
. « ."1 One American Jewish periodical claims, ". . . almost every
1ittle town [in Indiana, I1linois, Kentucky, and Missouri/ has Jewish
inhabitants."2 This was also true of the region under study, the Upper
Chio Valley. Isaac Bernheim comments that his co-religionists "were
found scattered along the Lower Chio and its tributaries many years
before 1850."3 This was also undoubtedly true of the Upper Chio. The
Occident, in discussing the possibility of encouraging German-Jews
to forms agricultural colonies, states; "The clothing, dry goods, shoe,
and liquor, together with the jewelry and rarely the grooery trade are
nearly everywhere their sale pursuit."" They were engaged in nearly all
forms of business, in nearly every town and village.

Those German-Jews who remained faithful to Judaism looked to the

1§lane, "Source Materials," p. 93 citing gllgemeine Zeitung des
Judenthums, September 28, 1839, p. 490.

zmborﬂ. I (1856), p. 270. Abba BEban, People: The Story of
the Jews, p. 303, states that German-Jews settled in ost every new
town which was founded in the United States between 1820 and 1860.

3Bernhein, The Jettlement of Jews in the Lower Chio Valley, p. 14.

boogident, XV (1857), p. 277.
79
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city of Cincinnati for spiritual guidance. Although mumerocus isolated
Jews journeyed into Cincinnati occasionally for the holidays,’ the
city ocould not act as a permanent binder between the lone Jew and his
religion. The isoclated German-Jew was making new friends; he could
not be expected to journey to Cincinnati every Sabbath to worship. He
began, therefore, to attend Christian churches; he joined Christian
lodges and organizations. His bonds to Judalsm were begimning to
crumble. He was rapidly accustoming himself to the non-Jewlsh culture
in which he was situated. He was settling down - and that is what he
wanted.

Marcus, in commenting on the mobile merchants, states, "the peddler
had no desire to peddle; he wanted to settle down, and when he found
a likely spot at a crossroads, a busy county seat, or a bustling river
town, he . . . opened a little storo."é Marocus contimues by pointing
out that few villages in the study area did not possess at least one
Jewlish merchant by 1850.7 Rabbi Isasc Leeser, s leader of American
Judaism, amounced in 1861 that German-Jews "are found in every portion
of the Union, . . ."8 Be continues by stating that German-Jews, in
large numbers, were "scattered throughout every state; socarocely a
hamlet or a village being found which does not contain at least one

Speborah, I (1856), p. 266; and Grinstein, op. cit., p. 411.

Svareus, Memoirs of American jews, 1775-1865, p. 10.
T

8Iuac Leeser, "Ristory of the Jews and their Religion," in
ol nosdnations in the United States, edited by Charles DeSilver
Savannah, Ga: John M, Cooper and Co., 1861), p. 317.
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fexily. They are most mumerous in Chio . . 9

Leeser's assumptions were correct. Five years earlier (1856) his
Oogident published statistics on the number of established congre-
gations in the United States - a good indicator not only of the mumber
of Jews within the urbanized portions of the study area, but also of
a proportionate mumber of isolated Jews scattered between the urban-
iged areas. Within the study area, only one congregation existed in
Pennsgylvania - in Pittsburgh. Likewise, only one had been founded in
(West) Virginia - at Wheeling. There was only one congregation in all
of Kentuocky - at Louisville. That city, however, is outside the study
area. Chio, on the other hand, had faur congregations in one city,
Cincimnati, alone. Other congregations were in Circleville (Plckaway
County), Columbus (Franklin County), and Dayton (Montgomery County).
The article continues, '"there are also many Jews in Zanesville
[mskingum County/, . . . and Steubenville [Jefferson County/,

R ."10 Many others were scattered throughout the region, but,
because of distance, were isolated and were induced "to forego living
in the manner we are commanded in the Bible."ll The German-Jews, then,
were scattered in large rmumbers throughout the region, pcrttmlarly
in Chio, with the majority residing in rural, rather than urbanised,

areas.

9Ibad., p. 318.
1°"Comrogations." Ocgident, XIV (1856), pp. 409-10.

11144., p. 411,
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Issac Joseph was, acoording to the federal population census of
1820, residing in rural Harrison Township, Stark County, Chio. This
tomshdp is now located in Carroll County. Moses Levi resided in the
ity of Chillicothe, a place that has been referred to as, at one time,
the center for German-Jewish peddlers in the Upper Chio Valley, although
no oongregation was founded there during the study period. Hyman Lasarus,
only two years before (1818), opened a store in Morgan County, Chio:

The first store [in Malta, Morgan County, Chio/ was started in 1818
by Hyman Lasarus, a Jew, who had previously tramped about the
coauntry as a peddler. He had a small stock, but saold whiskey, bought
ginseng, and made some show of business. He first had his goods in
a room in the end of Young's house, but afterward [1819/ built a
story and a half log house . . . , where he continued in btusiness
for many years . . .

The store of Hyman Lagarus is frequently referred to as the "grooery
and saloon of Lazarus, the Jew,"13 although by 1850 he had ceased being
a storekeeper and had become a tallor, following in the footsteps of
so many of his compatriots.

The federal population census of 1830 emumerated an increasing number
of persons of obviously Jewdsh origin in Chio. Moses Levi was still
residing in Chillicothe; Hyman Lazarus remained in Malta; Simon Moses
had, since 1820, settled in Tuscarawas Township of Coshocton cquntj.
Soloman Solomon was in Paint Township, Fayette County; Peter and Reuben
Israel were in Richland and Goshen Townships, respectively, in Belmont
County. The residence of David Jonas was in Muskingum County; Mordecai

Levi was in Brown County and Aaron Moses was in Coshocton County. Nearly

12pcbertson, op, glt., p. 3.

13Mldred M. Porter, Malta, Chio; Sesquiocentemnial, 1816-1966
(mt‘. Chio: NePe, 1966). Pe 5
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all these individuals lived in small towns or villages of rural Chio.
Other Jews, of course, resided in Cincimmati.

The 1840 federal population census of Chio indicates that Simon Moses
had migrated from Belmont County to Cinclnnati, and that David Israel
had moved from Cincimmati to rural Clermont County, during the decade
of the 1830's. Reuben Israel, however, remained in Belmont County;
another of the same name had settled at what is now Caldwell, the county
seat of Noble County, in rural eastern Chio. Daniel Solomon had settled
in Holmes County, in the village of Millersburg. Soloman Frank was in
Montgomery County:; Peter Jacob had found a home in Zanesville,
Masicingum County. Hyman Lazarus still resided a few miles to the south
of Zanesville, across the Muskingum River from McConnelsville, the
county seat of Morgan County. At the village of Chester, in Meigs
County, was Abraham Levy.

All, or nearly all, of these individuals were Jewish; isolated Jews
who had settled in the small towns and villages in the areas where they
had begun their careers in the Umited States by peddling. Other Jews,
of course, lived throughout the region. Many do not possess surnames
which are distinotively Jewish, so they cammot be conclusively classi-
fied as such. Other Jews anglicigzed their surnames, adding to the
difficulty involved in the classification of their names. We have
already discussed the example of Jacob Seasongood.

Bscause of time limitations, the writer was unable to search the
census records for the emtire region. The 1820, 1830, and part of the
1840 federal population census schedules for Chio have been indexed,
allowing a more detailed search of the entire state. The small sampling,
does, however, suggest that German-Jews did, indeed, reside in rural



84

areas, in small towns and villages, as well as in Jewish communities
in urban areas during the time period of this study.

Asgimilation and the Jewish Identity

Assimilation inte the Gentile omlture of the Upper Chio Valley was
inevitable for many of the German-Jewish peddlers. Judaism, with its
congregational form of worship, the requirement that ten male adults
be present to hold services in a synagogue, and the strict dietary
laws, make it unadaptable to 1life in an isolated frontier community.

As was discussed in Chapter II, the German-Jewish immigrant was
obliged to compromise his religious beliefs immediately upon embarking
at mmsterdam, Tomningen, Rotterdam, or whatever city was his port of
embarkation from Rurope. He simply oould not observe the laws of his
religion when he was one of only a handful of Jews aboard a ship. Thus,
the dietary laws had to be broken during the course of the long journey
from Burope; many Jews, for the first time in their lives, ate non-
kosher food aboard ship.i"

Peddling, alone, in the wilderness did nothing to strengthen their
bond to their religion. "On these peddling trips, they were all foroed
to acoustom themselves to other than Jewish foods; they did not observe
the Sabbath, and visited the Christian churches and Christian organisa-
tions more and more. The following of this 1life changed them in many
nys."15 Is it any wonder that mmerican Jewish leaders were becoming

%einryb, op. eit., p. 122.
Upeborah, I (1856), p. 266.
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increasingly conoernsd and urged American Jews to ocease enccuraging new
immigrants to take up the peddling trade? Peddling had come to mean
assimilation to them. Abraham Kohn, upon leaving Bavaria, was deeply
conoerned because he was obligated to travel on Saturday; ". . . for
the first time in my life I desecrated the Sabbath . . . , but
ocirounstances left me no choloce."16 He again travels the following
Saturday, but this time makes no comment or apology in his diary.l1?
He complains once again, however, upon reaching the United States,
about not being able to observe the Sabbath. He says that since
peddling is done in a Christian enviromment, ‘‘one must profane the
holy Sabbath, observing Sunday instead."18

German-Jews, when migrating into the West, commonly went as individ-
uals. If there were other Jews in the area in which he plammed to
peddle, he avalded them. Too many peddlers in one area would cut the
profits of all of them. If there were other Jews residing in the town
in which he settled, and usually there were none, they were normally
in insufficient mumbers to establish any sort of Jewish community, or
found a congregation. As Kohler states, "many were lost track of by
the Jewish community forever,n19 Kohler, however, unlike other Jewish
scholars, admits that these Jews wo/no. in some small way, important

16H01nryb. op. oit., p. 122.
1?m-d..
1814,

19Max J. Kohler, "Some Jewish Faotors in the Settlement of the
West," jmerigan Jewish Bistorical Quarterly, 16 (1907), p. 23.
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to the histary of the region; "Accordingly, the fact that relatively
fow early Jewish pioneer settlers in the West have been identified thus
far, in no way indicates that Jews were not frequently western pioneer
aottlors."zo Another Jewish scholar, however, looks with distain upon
the Jewish immigrant who had left the faith. In reviewing the mumber
of Jews in Louisville, Kentucky in 1831, Dsmbitsz can locate few Jewish
names. He does, however, locate three men 'mamed 'Levi,' but of these
it is known that they were already half-breeds, and educated as
Christians."?1

As already discussed in Chapter II, one of the principal motives for
Jewish emigration from Germany was the restrictive residency and marriage
law. As soon as the young Jewish peddler was capable of settling in a
small community and opening a store, his next logical move was to find
a wife. Demtitz complains that whoever came before 1836 "came singly,
found no one to pray with, and, what is more, no one to mate with,"22
Intermarriage was the only avenue open to the young Jews who wanted
wives. There were few, if any, potential spowses of the Jewish faith
in the Upper Chio Valley. The German-Jews came as single young men dur-
ing the period 1790-1840; they had little chalce but to take Gentiles
as wives. Dembitz agrees, stating that intermarriage of the immigrant
German-Jews with the daughters of local residents naturally fallowed,
"and the descendants of the early Jewish settlers of Kentucky [and,

20Ibad., p. 24.

2110wis N. Dembits, "Jewish Be s in Kentueky," American
I (1893), p. 100.

22144d., p. 99.
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for that matter, of the entire Upper Chio Valley region/ are known
only by their Jewish names . . ."23

The oongregation in Cincimnati (1825) writes, in a letter addressed
to the Jewish congregation in Charleston, confirming that immumerable
Jows were being lost in this country from not being in the neighbor-
hood of a cangregation and were being lost to assimilation; "we are
well assured that many Jews are lost in this country . . . , they often
marry with christians [siq/, and their posterity lose the true worship
of God forever; . . 2k

Simon Moses, mentioned earlier in this chapter, married a Christian
in Coshocton County. His marriage to Ann Shaw took place on June 21,
1825. Hyman Lasarus, the ex-peddler who settled in Morgan County, Chio
married Frances Secord, a Christian, on Jamuary 11, 1826. The children
of these two unions were either raised from birth as Christians, or
eventually lost their Jewish oculture and religion later in life. The
same ooourence took place in nearly all the families of the small town
German-Jewish storekeepers.

Assimilation of the German-Jews into the Gentile culture had been
a growing conoern to American Jewish leaders for decades. Isaac Leeser,
the editor of the Opcident, in referring to rules concerning religious
observance among Jews in the United States, states that assimilation
vwas rapidly drawing rural Jews away from their religion. There seemed

23 mad.

2t perrinted in David Philipson, "The Cinoinnati Community in 1825, "
Ameriogn Jewish Ristoriosl uarterly, X (1902), p. 98.
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to be one set of rules for "those who live in the cities, and another
[tor example the non-observance of the Sabbath and the dietary laws/
for pedlars, farmers, planters, and all others 'who live scattered
singly or few in numbers in distant or isclated settlement' . . ."25
Other Jewish leaders indicate that the ocoupations chosen by the
German-Jewish immigrants were responsible, indirectly at least, for
the asgimilation that was occuring; ". . . give honour to yourselves;
« ¢ o Make yourselves respected, beloved, and avow yourselves as
Jews, . . . do this by choosing different and honourable trades and
pursuits."26 The author of the article apparently felt that by choosing
peddling and the clothing business, the Jews were stereotyping them-
selves. In order to avoid the stereotype, they ceased admitting that
they were Jews.
Anti-semitism oocasionally appeared on the American soene, even in
the wilderness, partiocularly among the German settlers.2’ The very
thing which had driven the German-Jews from their homes in Burope before
the 1840's now threatened to reappear in their new homeland. As a result,
many Jews attempted to conceal their origin and identity. Luke Shortfield
could not understand why Moses Tubal acted as he did in Philadelphia:

25 nSome Thoughts on the Bditor's 'Thoughts on Union'," Ogoident,
XIII (1855-56), p. 343.

26Iddoro Bush, "The Task of the Jews in the Umited States,"
Ogcident, IX (1851-52), p. 471.

Z’Weinryb, op. dlt., p. 123.
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He [the wholesaler/ made it a rule never to trust western Jews

e o o Ho saild that he had supposed Moses was a Jew, although his
language and dress were in exact imitation of the thorough-bred
western merchant; and upon putting the question to him directly,
had forced him to make an affirmgtive reply; and he then declined

selling him anything on aredit.?

Had Luke Shortfield not informed the wholesaler of Moses' origin,
this incident would probably not have oocured. "All this surprised
me," he ocontinues. "Why had Moses attempted to oonceal the fact of his
being a true Israelite?"2? why, indeed?

The Ocgident also concerns itself (1858) with the German-Jews'
attempts to oconceal their backgrounds; "they try to hide their Jewish
1dentity, but rarely succeed."30 But at least one Jew did succeed:

In the year 1821, . . . a dying man by the name of Benjamin Leib,
or Lape, requested that some Jews be called to his bedside. In
answer to the summons, two of the young men hastened to the house.
He informed them that he had been born a Jew but had married out
of the faith; he had not lived as a Jew nor been known as one, tut
his dying request was to be buried with Jewish rites in a Jewish
cemetery. His wish was fulfilled. His descendants are still living
in Cinocinnati, but have never been identified with Judaism or the
Jews. There may have been other instances like this in the reocently
founded town, of Jews by birth who were not known nor recognized
as such, but we possess no knowledge nor record of them.31

Most of the Jews who attempted to conceal their identity were apparently
doing so out of fear of anti-semitism. The Oggident, in an article in
1858, elaims that some of the blame for anti-semitism can be placed on

285hortfield, op. cit., p. 203.

291bid.

) 30nIntercourse with Missionaries, No. II," Oceldent, XVI (1858),
p. 467.

3 pevid Philipson, "The Jewish Pioneers of the Chio Valley,"

American Jewish Historical Quarterly, VIII (1900), pp. 43-i4.
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the German-Jewish peddlers themselves. The prejudice may have been
started by a dishonest peddler in the wilderness who had been
identified with the Jews, leaving beshind an unfavorable impression of
all Jews.32 Jewish leaders encouraged the German-Jews in the small
towns and rural areas to openly acknowledge their orlgin.” The small
town Jews, usaally alone in the town in which they resided, thought
otherwise.

Many of the American Jewish leaders were overlooking the fact that
a large rmumber of the German-Jewish immigrants of the period 1790-
1840 had never known a sense of Jewlsh group life in Germany. They had
not known a settled condition in Germany in which they could freely
and openly acknowledge their faith, nor had they lived in compact
Jewlsh settlements. They were the products of the small towns and
villages. There was no hope of their ever returning to Germany; most
had ocompletely cut all ties with the homeland. There was no longer
a feeling of association with Buropean Jewry. Weinryb sums up thusly:

The immigrant's loneliness, shock, disorganization, alienation,

e o o insecurity and lack of a sense of belonging, may lead to

partially ocontradictory reactions: hopelessness and an unscrupulous

drive for achievement, resistance to change and willingness to give

up the old ways and mores, clinging to group identity and the urge

for assimilation, pride in association with the group back home
and the ve to shed all group identity and submerge in the new

country,
The German-Jewish peddler, between 1790 and 1840, chose to submerge.

32vIntercourse with Missionaries, No. IT," op. cit., p. 467.

BBMd_o
y‘ﬂd.m‘yb. op. Qto. Pe 1230
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They appreciated the new 1life and the economlc suoccess they had
achieved; at the cost of losing their culture. Banta, in suming up
the reasons for their decisions to settle in the small towns and
villeges says:

Not many of these keen youngsters, sad in thelr experience in the
old world, failed to appreciate the virtues of this newest part
of the new one. Few indeed were the county seat towns in the Chio
Valley . . . whose public squares were not dominated . . . by

a thriving dry goods store owned by a benevolent old Jewish
gentleman whose greatest joy lay in standing at its door and
greeting the sons and grandsons of the people who had first
bought trinkets from his pack a half century before and had
taught him that there were really places where most folks

didn't care where he came from, if his word was good and his
goods were sound,

The German-Jewish peddlers of the period 1790-1840 simply wanted
to be a part of their adopted region and culture. They wanted, for

onoe in their life, to belong.

35Banta, op. gdt., p. 279.



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

® of

"Many families . . . would perhaps not be pleased to come at last
to their original parent, and to find him to have been a poor Jew
pedlar."l This statment, made in 1858, sums up a feeling which
undoubtedly still exists among many descendants of the German-Jewish
peddlers. Numerous families are completely unaware of their Jewish
background due to the assimilation of their Jewish ancestor.

Frequently the anglicization? of the Jewish immigrant's name has
obscured his origin.3 Intermarriage with non-Jews frequently aided
An the obliteration of the Jewish heritage of the family. Benjamin
Grate, as an example, a member of the prominent family mentioned earlier,
settled in Lexington, Kentucky in 1818. He married Maria Cist, a non-
Jow, in 1819. Their children were raised as Christians, inheriting
a Gentile, rather than Jewish, culture.’ Hyman Lazarus and Frances

10ccident, XVI (1858), p. 142.

2506 Rudolf Glanz, "German-Jewish Names in Americs," %owiah Eghl
ysis

Science gugrterly, XXIII (July, 1961), pp. 143-69 for a de
of the surnames of the German-Jewish immigrants in the United States.

3The anglicization of names, however, was not as important among
the German-Jews as it was among the Polish and Russian Jews who emigrated

the latter half of the ninetee century. The German-
possessed a :umlo which va: not uli.on to the hn-i:nn omirob;.niun

frequently similar to that of his German neighbors. There was no need
for the German-Jew to change his name in that case.

"Roun-niko. op. oit., p. 14,
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Secord were married in Morgan County, Chlo in 1819. He, too, married

out of his faith. Their marriage produced four children; Caraline, the
oldest, was well aware of her Jewish heritage and apparently considered
herself Jewish until the time of her marriage to a non-Jew. Persons

who, as children, had known her have told the writer that she often
spoke of her Jewish background.5 Her children, however, were raised as
Methodists (see Figure 2). The second daughter of Ryman and Franoces
Lagarus, Mary Anrilla, married Solomon Kontner, a man who may have

been of Jewish origin. This family, too, however, raised the children
in the Christian faith. David William Lagarus, the third child, eambraced
the Lutheran fnith.6 never returning to his father's religion or oul-
ture. Little 1s known about Peter, the fourth child,” but he, as did
his brother David, probably became a fallower of Christianity. A pattern
here seems clear; assimilation of the German-Jewish immigrant began
immediately upon leaving his home in Germany. The first step in the
prooess was non-observance of the Sabbath and Jewlsh dietary laws, often

SPersonal interview with Ella (Ankeney) Winchell, Oskeloosa, Iowa
in the swmer of 1965. Mrs. Winchell also stated that Caraoline (Lagarus)
Winchell spoke with a German accent, supparting a statement by Rudalf
Glangz, "The Immigration of German-Jews up to 1880," p. 99, that "the
first generation of German-Jews remained faithful to that tradition
[the German language/ and saw to it that their children too knew German."

6mvid William Lagzarus is buried in a Lutheran cemetery, behind
the church he attended nearly all his life - Jerusalem Lutheran Church,
near Deavertown, Morgan County, Chio.

7the last record of Peter Lazarus in connection with the family is
the 1850 federal population census of Clay Township, Muskingum County,
Chio when he was ten years old. Neither he nor his mother have yet been
located in later population censuses. The Secord family Blble tells
nothing about him other than his approximate birthdate, the winter of

1839/40,
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comxitted before the emigrant left Germany, later to be reinforoced
through forced non-observance aboard ship and while peddling. Marriage
out of his faith greatly accelerated assimilation. The oldest child
learned the religion, culture, and language of the father, acknowl-
edging his heritage until his death. The second chlld was taught at
least a few details of his father's culture and religion, though later
both were abandoned. The younger children, as assimilation became
complete, were not made fully aware of their heritage, nor were they
taught the German language. The Jewish culture has disappeared from
the family. They were now Christians, living in a Christian environ-

ment.

Further Research

Several obstacles compound the difficulty in any attempt to determine
the identity of German-Jewish surnames during the study period. Glangz
indicates in his article on Jewish names that numerous German-Jews who
emigrated from southern Germany had name-types which they shared with
Gentile Germans. "Thus in the first census we find the Joseph group
with 24 heads of famlies, the Asrun group with 101, . . .*8 Notwith-
standing the fact that many non-Jewish Germans bore similar names, Glans
accepts the notion that a substantial number of these names belong to
members of the Jewish faith. Unfortunately, the religious affiliation
of the immigrant is rarely identified in the ships passenger lists’ and

Bcﬂ.anz. "German-Jewish Names in America," p. 145.

IPrequently the Jewish immigrant signed his name on the ship
passenger list in Hebrew, thereby confirming his religious faith.
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18 never identified in the federal population census schedules.
Therefore, the researcher is normally left to determine the religous
faith of the immigrant from an examination of the surnames alone. The
sheer volume of a great many of the records is another obstacle which
frequently makes detalled research impossible. Most of the ships
passenger 1ists maintained since 1820 are extant.l0 However, few of
these lists are fully indexed, partiocularly those fram the major
Atlantic ports.ll Kabor comments on the impossibility of utiliging
these lists in his research on the immigrant German-Jews.l2 He states
that the passenger lists for those arriving from German continental
ports in New York alone, for the period 1848-1855, consist of 2,400
lists, totalling 120,000 pages. This indicates not only the magnitude
of later German immigration to the United States, but also the extent
of this research source, and the effort that would be involved in any
attempt to identify the German-Jewish immigrants. Until more time and
effort is devoted to indexing these records, full utiliszation of these
valuable sources of information cannot be made.

107ye passenger arrival lists, in some cases, begin as early as
1798, although most are for the period 1820-1945. There are many gaps.
The lists fall into three categories; Customs Passenger Lists, Custams
Lists of Aliens, and Immigration Passenger Lists. Most of these recards
are now deposited in the National Archives, Washington, D.C. For further
details regarding the passenger lists, see The National Archives,
National Archives and Records Service, Feneral Servioes Administration,

Guide to Gom%gg% ;Eécords in the National Ec_h_i_voa (Washington, DC:
U.S. Governmen t oe, 19 » PpPe 22=H473.

11See» Rational Archives and Records Service, General Services
Mministration, List of National ves Microfilm Publications 68
(Washington, DC: U.S. Government %nﬂ?&' %Ico. 1968), pp. 55:'5&.

12gevor, op. git., p. 15.
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Invaluable work has been accomplished by numerous genealogical groups,
particularly in Chio, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky, and Penngylvania, in
the indexing of federal population census schedules,l3 but, as stated
earlier, these records contain no data regarding the religious faiths
of the pers ms emumerated. It was not until 1850 that the federal census
ermerators collected information regarding the occupation of the house-
hold residents. The majority of the German-Jewlsh peddlers of the period
1790-1840 had advanced beyond the peddling stage by 1850, thereby
minimizing the usefulness of the 1850 federal population census in
studying the German-Jews. The 1820 and 1830 census schedules show, how-
ever, citizenship, allowing the scholar to determine the identity of the
more recent imigrants.ll*

A considerable amount of field work, in the absense of other source

material, must, then, be carried out in order to accomplish the goal

130hio Family Ristorians, 1820 Pederal Populgtion Census, Chio,
Index (Columbus, Chio: Chio Library Foundation, 1964); Chio Family
Historians, 1830 Federal Population Census, Chio, Index (Columbus,
Ghio: OChio Library Foundation, 1964); Cleo G. Wilkens, ed., Index

to 1840 Federal Population Census of Chio, 3 vols (n.p., 1969);
Lowell Volkel, An Index to the 1810 Federal Qensus of Kentucky, 4 vols

(Thomson, I11: Heritage House, 1971); Ghio Family Historians, Index to
18%0 Census of Pennsylvania (Cleveland: Bell and Howell Company,
1966); Ruby Wiedeman and Larry Bohannan, eds., Fourth Census of the

Undted States, 1820 Hihhiégn Population Schedules (Huntsville, Ala:
Century Fnterprises, 19 ; Michigan Department of Education, Michigan
State Library, card index to the Seventh Census of the United States,
1850 Michigan Population Schedules; Indiana State Iibrary, card indexes

to the 1820, 1830 and 1850 Indiana Population Schedules.

1“1 column was first provided in 1820 which allowed the enumerator
to indicate if the person enumerated was an alien. The emumerators often
overlooked this column, so care must be exercised when basing research
on the information provided.
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of identifying the German-Jews in the United States during the period
1790-1840. Particular emphasis must, in this case, be given to the

less frequently consulted county records. In Chio, for example, since

it ‘is apparent that this state received the largest proportion of the
immigrants, the records of the Courts of the Common Fleas are of
particular value. The Minute Book of the Court of the Common Pleas,

in most Chio counties, contains notations regarding the issuance of
various types of licenses; for storekeepers, tavern owners, and peddlers.
The Minute Books are rarely indexed, necessitating a page by page search
in the Mimute Books of each Common Fleas Court.

Probate records, particularly petitions of heirs and wills, lend
themselves to studies of ethnic backgrounds. Names and residences of
heirs are frequently found in these records, alding the scholar great-
ly in determining origins. Land records, principally the first purchase
of land by a settler (the first grantee deed), often state the previous
place of residence of the grantee. Utiligation of these records will
allow the scholar to trace migrations of individuals and families
across the Umlted States.

County histories, although invaluable to some types of research in
historical goography,15 are of 1little value to most ethnic group
studies. They tend to be ethnocentric; written by persons of the
dominant culture group concerning their peers. Persons of ethnic origin

15509 Charles F. Kovacik, "A Geographical Analysis of the Forelign-
born in Huron, Sanilac and St. Clair Counties of Michigan with Partio-
ular Reference to Canadians: 1850-1880" (unpublished Ph.D. disserta-
tion, Michigan State University, 1970); and Peter W, DeForth, "The
Spatial Evalution of the German-American Culture Region in Clinton and
Ionla Counties, Michigan" (unpublished Master's thesis, Michigan State
University, 1970).
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are rarely mentioned in other than a derogatory manner.

This writer feels that more studies should be devoted to the ethnic
minorities in the United States, with partiocular emphasis on the
historical and regional implications of their introduotion into the
Anerican aulture. No previous research of any kind has been carried
out regarding the German-Jews who are the subject of this thesis,
althmgh the number of persons in this particular ethnic group has been
shown to have been substantial. Jewish scholars have concentrated their
eofforts on the rale of the non-assimilated Jew, and the Jewish comsm-
nity, in the cultural enviromment of the United States. They have
contimiously neglected one element of the Jewish culture - those Jews
who have been the subject of this study. Non-Jewish scholars have
completely overlooked the rale of all Jews, assimilated and non-
assimilated, in the evalution of our American oulture. Ethnic studies,
through the medium of historical geography, can be the vehicle for
bridging that gap.

usio

The German-Jews in the Urdted States have been visualiszed by most
scholars and writers as urban dwellers. This study would indicate other-
wige.

The German-Jews began to emigrate to the United States in appreciable
numbers during the Napoleonic periocd in Europe. The analysis given in
Chapter II suggests that the German-Jews were driven to emigrate by anti-
semitism and discriminating taxes. The Jews began to flee the southern
German states ef Bavaria, Wirttemberg, and Baden in ever-increasing
numbers after 1790. The French ocoupation of southern Germany, by the
army of Napaleon, gave the German-Jews an indication of the benefits



9

they ocould derive from the possession of citisenship. To be sure, local
disorimination against Jews continued to encourage emigration even
during the Napaleomlc occupation and a steady, although relatively
small, movement of Jews out of southern Germany contimued. The migration
was principally to the United States.

The ldict of 1813 in Bavaria, and the reintroduction of govermmental
disorimination against Jews throughout southern Germany following the
battle of Waterloo in May of 1814, encouraged an even greater annual
emigration of Jews. The short period of freer soclal and political life,
which the occupation of the French Army made possible, led to a
considerably improved life for the Jews of southern Germany. The years
following the battle of Waterloo were filled with increasing persecu-
tion of Jews who saw all their hopes collapse in the reactionary period
following Napoleon's defeat. Kisch states that '"religious hatred, lust
for plunder and desire for gain entered into a worthy alliance in order
everywhere to threaten the tranquility and safety, yes even the lives
of the Jews, . . ."16

Unlike later mass migrations of German-Jews which were caused
primarily by the economic conditions which affected all Buropeans, the
motives for the pre-1840 emigration were saley to escape anti-semitic
laws and repressive social conditions. The motive for emigration, to
escape anti-semitism, and the characteristics of the emigrants - poverty
stricken, uneducated, young unmarried men, traveling individually - were
a combination which spelled eventual assimilation into the alien culture

16x160h, op. dlt., p. 25.
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into which they were migrating.

The German-Jewish immigrants in the United States followed the
general movement of population westward into the Trans-Appelachian
frontier which, at the time of their arrival, was opeming to settle-
ment. The German-Jews were unacceptable to the Sephardic commnities
in the American port cities and the German-Jews were obliged to follow
their Christian German brethren to the western frontier.

The German-Jewish immigrant of the study period immediately chose
peddling as his initial career in his new home. The cholce was inevi-
table as the analysis in Chapter III suggests; many had been péddlers
in their homeland, peddling required little or no initial investment -
an attraction which was irrestible to the impoverished immigrant,
peddling required little knowledge of the Bnglish language, and there
was a desire among the isalated settlers for the items which a foot
peddler could profitably carry. The choice of peddling, however, with
its requirement for daily work - at the expense of observing the Sabbath -
and travel away from the established Jewish communities, took the German-
Jow farther from his religion and culture.

The peddlers eventually settled in the small towms and villages of
the Upper Chio Valley, amid physical surroundings with which they had
been familiar in Germany and among people they lnew. The country store
at the cress-roads superseded the peddler's trade. As early as 1853,
one writer foresaw the end of peddling:

But the peddler, like every human 'institution' only had 'his dsy.'
The time soon came when he was forced to give way before the march
of newfangledness. The country grew densely populated, neighborhoods

became thickesr, and the smoke from one man's chimney could be seen
from another's front-door. People's wants began to be permanent -
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!

they were no longer content with transient or porio’iod supplies -
they demanded scmething more constant and regular.l

The ex-peddler could not join a Jewlsh congregation. The ex-peddler
was frequently the only Jew, or one of a mere handful of Jews, in the
town. Therefore, a Minyan could not be formed due to the religious
requirement that ten male adults were necessary to form one and thereby
worship in a synagogue. For religious observance, he was obliged to
attend a Christian church. The German-Jewish immdgrants of the period
1790-1840 were primarily single males. They had no chaoice but to marry
out of their faith. Their children were raised as Christians and
assimilation was complete.

That the Jewish religion with its rituals, dietary laws, and congre-
gational form of worship was unsuited to an individual migration and to
an isolated 1life on the American frontier is unquestionable. The analysis
offered in this thesis supports that hypothesis. The process of assime-
i1lation began the moment the young German-Jew left his home in southern
Germany. The process was completed in his store in the small town in
the Upper Ghio Valley where he eventually settled.

Mnti-semitism and the desire to be a part of the society in which he
lived drove the young Jew out of southern Germany. He was obliged hy the
conditions of 1life in steerage to forego observation of the laws of his
religion. Peddling on the frontier, alone and among non-Jews, furthered
his non-observance of his religione Settlement and marriage out of his
faith completed the process. He was mo longer a Jew.

17Priedman, op. git., pp. 6~7 citing John Ludlum MoConnel, Western
te s of Border Li (New York, 1853), pp. 285-86.



LIST OF REFERENCES



LIST OF REFERENCES

Published Books

Adler, G.J., ede. ctio of the German and sh 8.
New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1888.

Austrian, Joseph. Autoblographical and Historical Sketches. Chicago:
n.p., 1904,

Banta, Richard Elwell. The Chio. New York: Rinehart, 1949.

Baron, Salo Wittmayer. Bibliography of Jewish Social Studies, 1938-39.
New York: Conference on Jewlsh ations, 1941.

Bernheim, Isaac Wolfe. The Settlement of Jews in the Lower Chio Valley.
Paducah, Kentueky: Temple Israel, 1912.

« The Story of the Bernheim Ea.mi_]_.x. Louisville: John P.

Morton and Company, 1910.

Birkbeck, Morris. Notes on a Journe§ in America, from the Coast of
Vir?gg to the Territory of inois. London: James Ridgway,

1818, Reprinted Ann Arbor: versity Miorofilms, 1966.

Blau, Joseph Leon,and Baron, Salo Wittmayer. The Jews of the United

States, a Dooumentary History. New York: Columbla University
Press, 1963.

Bradbury, John. Travels in the Interior of jmerica, in the Years ‘]8_02,
1810, and 1811. London: Sherwood, Nealy and Jones, 1817.

Reprinted Anmn Arbor: University Microfilms, 1966.

Broek, Jan OM, ogra its Scope and S t. Columbus, Chio:
Charles E. Me , 1965.

Brown, Lloyd Arnold. %1% MaEs of the Chio Valley. Pittsburgh:
University of Pittsburg ss, 1959.

Brown, Ralph H. |[Jistorical Geography of the United States. New York:
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1948.

Butler, Joseph G., Jr. st of gstown and the Mah all
Chio. Chicago and New York: American Ristorical Society, 1921.

102



103

Byars, William Vincent. B. and M., Gratg, Merchants in Philadel
125’4—1228.6 Jefferson City, Missouri: The Hugh Stephenson
Press, 1916.

Cist, Charles. Sketches and Statistics of Cincinnati in 1851.
Cincinnati: Wwilliam H. Moore and Company, 1551.

(lark, Thomas Dionysius. [Frontler pmerica: The Story of the Westw
Movement. New York: Charles Soribner's Sons, 1959.

Clift, G. Glenn, ed. Kentucky Marriages, 1797-1865. Baltimore:
The Genealogical Publishing Company, 1966.

Cohen, George. The Jews in the Making of America. Boston: The
Stratford Company, 1924.

Cramer, Zadok. The Navigator. Pittsburgh: Cramer, Spear, and
Elchbaum, 1814, Reprinted Ann Arbor: University Microfilms, 1966.

Crevecoeur, J. Hector St. John de. Letters from an jmerican Farmer.
New York: The New American Library, 1963.

Daly, Charles P. The Settlement of the Jews in North jmerics. New York:
P. Cohen, 1893.

Downes, Randolph Chandler. ontier Chio, 1788-1803. Columbus: The
Chio State Archeological and HistoricZI Society, 1935.

Eban, Abba. My People: The Story of the Jews. New York: Behrman

House, 196<.

Faust, Albert Bernhardt. The German Element in the United States.
1969.

New York: Arno Press,
Feldman, Jacob S. he Earl ation and Settlement of Jews in
Pittsburgh, 1754-1894. Pittsburgh: United Jewish Federation
of Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Council of B'nai B'rith, 1959.
Foner, Philip S. The Jews in American Histo 16 865. New York:
International Publications, 1%45.

Friedman, Lee Max. ewish Pioneers and Patriots. Philadelphia:
The Jewish Pu&ioation Society of America, 1943.
. Plgrims in a New land. New York: Farrar, Straus, 1948.

Glanz, Rudolf. The Jew in the Old jmerican Folklore. New York:
Waldon Press, 1961.
. Studies in Judalca jpmericana. New York: Ktav Publishing
House, 1 .

Golden, Harry Lewis. [Forgotten Pioneer. Cleveland: World Publishing
Company, 1963.




104

Gordon, Milton M. jssimilation in American lLife. New York: Oxford
University Press, 190%.

Grinstein, Hyman B. e Rise of the Jewish Commurity of York
1654~1860. Hzrﬁhaeﬁm: The Jewlsh moa&m Society of

Amerdica, 1945.

Hansen, Marous Lee. The Atlantic Migration, 1607-1860. Cambridge,
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1941.

Hartshorne, Richard. Perspective on the Nature of Geography. Chicago:
Rand McNally and Company for the Association of American
Geographers, 1959.

Hebrew Union College. Jewish Institute of Religion. American Jewish
Archives. Manuseript Catalog of the jmerican Jewish Archives.
M YOI"(: GOK. H cmPWa 1971‘

Heller, James G. As Yesterday When it is Past, 1842-1942. Cincinnati:
The B'nal Yeshurun Congregation, 1942.

Hirshler, Erie E., ed. Jews from in the Umited States.

New York: Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1955.

Hunter, Miriam C., comp. Coshocton County, Chio: _HLr_‘I:l__ags. 1811-1930.

Coshocton, Chio: Coshocton Public Library, 1967,

Inlay, Gilbert. A Topographical Description of the Western Territory
of North %erioa-: Con ﬁ s a Succinct Account of its 3011;
imate, Natural Histo Population ture ors
Qustoms. London: Printed for J. Debrett, 1797. Reprinted
New York: Johnson Reprint Company, 1968.

Jacobson, Daniel. Gresat Indian Tribes. Maplewood, New Jersey:
Harmond, 1970.

Karp, Abraham, ed. e Jewlsh Ex ence in America: Selected Studies
from the Publigations of the pmerican J sto .
5 vols. Waltham, Massachusetts: American Jewish Histori

Lasker, Bruno, ed. Jewlsh riences in Amerieca: stions for the

gstudy of Jewish Relations with Non-Jews. New York: The
Inquiry, 1930.

Lebeson, Anita Libman. Jewish Pioneers in America, 1492-1848. New York:
Behrman's Jewish Book House, 1931.

Levinger, Lee J. History of the Jews in the United States.
Clnoinnati: Unlon of American Hebrew Congregations, 1954.

Lewls, Jerry D. Tales of Our Psople. New York: Bernard Gels
Associates, 1969.




105

Lewls, Thomas W. Zanesville and mﬂ% County, Chio. Chicago:
S.J. Clarke Pu ing Company, 1927.

Madison, Charles A. nt pmerican Jews 6 to the sent.
New York: PFrederick Ungar ﬁmsm Company , 177F§.

Marcus, Jacob Radar. emoirs of American Jews, 1775-1865. 3 vals.
Philadelphia: The Jewish Publicatlon Society of America, 1955.

. Studies in Ameri Jewish History: Studies and ; oS,
Cincinnati: Hebrew %ﬁm moge Press, 1969.
Miller, James McDonald. he Genesis of Western ture:

Chio vgl_g,;, 1800-1 2%9. New York: De Capo ss, 1969,

Mitchener, C.H., ed. [istoric Events in the Tuscarawas and Musidngum
Vallegys. Dayton: omas W, o 1876,

National Archives. National Archives and Records Service. General
Services Administration. de to Genealogiocal s in

Nationgl ‘gchivos. Washington: U.S. Goverrment Printing
Office, 1964,

« List of National ves Miocrofilm Publicati 68.
Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 153%.

Peters, Charles. The Autobiography of Charles Peters. Sacramento:

Nn.P., n.d.

Peters, Madison Clinton. The Jews in smerica. Chicago: The J.C.
Winston Company, 1905.

Philipson, David. e (ldest Jewish Congregation in the West.
Cincinnatl: Press oc C.J. Kroﬁbgs and Company, 1551!&.

Porter, Mildred Masterson. Jalta, Chio: Sesquigentennigl, 1816-1966.
Malta, Chio: n.p., 1966.

Rischin, Moses. ventory of Ameri Jowish History. Cambridge,
Massachusetts: Harv versity Press, 1954.

Robertson, Charles. History of Morgan County, Ghio. Chloago:
L'Ho w.mna ‘M Mm' 1 °

Rosenfeld, Max. Pushgcarts and Dreamers. South Brunswick, New Jersey:

T. Joseloff, 1967.

Ruppius, Otto. The Peddler: A Romange of jmerican Iife. n.p.,
Bloch and Company, n.d.

Sauver, Carl Ortwin. Sixteenth Osntury %erica. Berkeley, California:
University of ornia Press, 1971.




106

Scott, James Leander. Journal of a Missi T thr
Permsylvania, Chio ana ols, Jowa, Wiskon

Michigan. Providence: By the author, 1843. Reprin
Am Arbor: University Microfilms, 1966.

Shinedling, Abraham Isaac. West V a J H and Histo:
1850-1958. Phniladelphia: Press of M. Jacobs, 1%33.

Shortfield, Luke [John Beauchamp Jones/. The Western Merghant.
Philadelphia: Grigg, Elliot and Company, 1549.

Shunami, Shlomo. Bibliography of Jewish Bibliogxga@es = America.
2rd ed. Jerusalem: University Press, 1965.

Stern, Malcalm H. Americans of Jewish Descent. Cincinnati: Hebrew
Union College Press, 1960.

Strassburger, Ralph B. Pennsylvania German Pioneers. 3 vols.
Norristown, Permsylvanmia: Pennsylvania German Soolety, 193%.

Thomas, Joseph, ed. Lippingott's Gezeteer of the World: A Complete

Pronouncing Gazeteer or Geographi Dictionary of the World.
Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott Company, 1393.

Union of American Hebrew Congregations. Statistics of the Jews of
the United States. Philadelphia: Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, 1820,

Vidal de La Hlache, Paul Marie Joserh. Atlas Historique et

Geographique Vidal-La Blaghe. Paris: Librairie Armand
Colin. 19510

Wade, Richard C. he Urban Frontier: Pioneer life in tts

Gincinnati, Lexington, louisville, St. Louis. cago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1959. .

Walker, Mack. Germany and the Bmigration; 181 6-1882. Cambridge,
Massachusetts: Harvard versity Press, 1904,

Wright, Richardson Little. Hawkers and Walkers in Ear. rica.
Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott Company, 1927.

Articles
Ackerman, Riward. "Cultural Geography." Introductlion to Geography:
Selected Readings. Edited by Fred E. Dohrs Lawrence M.
Sommers. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1967.

Atherton, Lewis E. "The Piocneer Merchant in Mid-America," The
University of Missouri Studies, XIV (April, 1939), 7-135.




107

Hloch, Joshua. "Anerican Jewlsh Historiography.’ The Jewish Quarterly
Review, 45 (1954-55), 434450,

Broek, Jan O.M. '"The Relations between History and Geography." The
Pagific Ristorical Review, X (1941), 321-25.

Broom, Leonard,and Kitsuse, John I. "The Validation of Acoulturation:

a Condition to Ethnic Assimilation.” pmerican Anthropologist,
57 (1955), 4h4-48.

Buchalter, Jehudah Ben Haym. "A Letter from the New Country."
Hazefirah, 180 (1895), 684-88.

Bush, Isidore. "The Task of the Jews in the United States.' QOscident,
IX (1851-52), 471. -

"Charitable Institutions." QOccident, V (1847-48), 471.

Clark, Andrew H., et al. "Historical Geography.'" American Geography:
Inventory and Prospect. Biited by Preston E. James and

Clarence F. Jones. Syracuse, New York: Syracuse University
Press, 1954.

"Congregations." Occident, XIV (December, 1856), L09-11.
Darby, H.C. "The Relations of Geography and History." Geography in the

Twentieth Cen Study of Growth elds, Techniques
and Trends. Jrd ed. Eagta by Thomas G. Taylor. New Yore:

Prilosophical Library, 1957.

"Desdication of the School-house of the Hebrew Biucational Society of
Philadelphia.'" Ogcident, XII (1855), 473-505.

Dembitsz, Lewis N. "Jewish Beginnings in Kentuoky." jmerican Jewish
Bistorical quarterly, I (1893), 99-101.

Engelmgn, Uriah 2vi. "Jewish Statistics in the United States Census

of Religious Bodies, 1850-1936." Jewlsh Social Studies Quarterly,
IX (1947), 127-74.

______+« "Not by Written Documents Alone." American Jewish Historical
Quarterly, 46 (1956-57), 152-57.

Ferman, Floyd S. "The Impact of the Frontler on a Jewish Famlly: The

Bibos." pmerican Jewish Historical Quarterly, 59 (1969-70),
460-522.

Friedman, Lee Max. "The Prohlems of Nineteenth Osntury mmerican Jewish

Peddlers." gmerican Jewish Historiocal qQuarterly, 44 (1954-55),

1-7.
Glanz, Rudolf. "The 'Bayer' and the 'Pollack' in America.” Studies in
dudaics Americans .

. New York: Ktav Publishing House,




108

Glanz, Rudolf. "German-Jewish Names in America." Jewish
Studies uarterly, XXIII (July, 1961), 143-89. £h Sogiel

« "German Jews in New York City in the 19th Century."

Studies in Judaica Mmericana. New York: Ktav Publishing
House, .

e "he Immigration of German Jews up to 1880." YIVO Annual of
Jewish Sogial Science, IT-IIT (1947-48), 81-99.

. "Jew and Yankee: A Historic Comparison." Studies in Judaioca
Americana. New York: Ktav Publishing House, 1970,

"Jewish Names in Early American Humor." Studies in Judaiga
jnericang. New York: Ktav Publishing House, 1970.

« "Jews in Early German-American Literature.”" Jewlsh Sogial
~ Studies Qugrterly, IV (1942), 99-120.

. "Jews in Relation to the Cultural Milieu of the Germans in
America up to the Eighteen Elghties." Studies in Judaica
Anericana. New York: Ktav Publishing House, 1970.

. "Jews in the United States in the Colonial Epoch.' The Jewlsh
Review, IV (1946), 69.

"Notes on EBarly Jewish Peddling in America.’ Studies in
Judaica jpmericana. New York: Ktav Publishing House, 1970.

.« "Source Materials on the History of Jewish Immigration to

Ameriea, 1300-1880." YIVO pnnual of Jewish Socisl Science,
VI (1951), 73-156.

Hartshorne, Richard. "Historical Geography." The Nature of Geography.
Lancaster, Pemmsylvania: Assoclation of American Geographers,
1939. A

Hihner, Leon. "Jews in the War of 1812." American Jewish Historigal

"Intercourse with Missionaries, No. II." Qocident, XVI (1858), 467-72.

Jacobson, Daniel. '"The Origin of the Koasati Cormunity in Loulsiana."
Eﬂmwistg:!. Springg 1960. 9?'1200

Jakle, John A.,and Wheeler, James O. "The Changing Residential

Structure of the Dutch Population in Kalamazoo, Michigan."
Annals, Association of American Geographers, 59 (1969), U41-60.

"The Jews in Jamaica." Ogcident, XII (1855), 568-71.




109

Kabor, Adolf. "Jewish Bnigration from Wirttemberg: 1848-1855."

The Jewish Experience in America; Selected Studies from the
Publications of the American Jewl storical Soglety. Edited
by Abraham Karp. Vol. III. Waltham, Massachusetts: American
Jewish Histarieal Society, 1969.

Katzman, Martin T. "Ethnic Geography and Regional Economles, 1880
1960." Boonomlg Geography, 45 (1969), 45-52.

Kisch, Guido. "German Jews in White Labor Servitude in mmerica."

Apericgn Jewish Historical Quarterly, 34 (1937), 11-49.

Kohler, Max J. "The German-Jewish Migration to Amerlca." jmerican
Jewish Historical Quarterly, IX (1901), 87-105.

. "Some Jewlsh Factors in the Settlement of the West.”
~ jmerican Jewish Historical quarterly, 16 (1907), 23-37.

Leeser, Isaac. "History of the Jews and their Religion." igious
Denominations in the United States. Bdited by Charles DeSilver.
Savannah, Georgia: John M. Cooper and Company, 1861.

Mareus, Jacob Rader. '"A Selected Bibliography of American Jewlsh

History." American Jewish Historical Quarterly, 51 (1961-62),
97-1 3“-

"Morgan County, Chio, 1825 Tax Record.” Chio Records and Pioneer Famililes,
XI (1970), 61-63.

Newcomb, Rohtert M. "Twelve Working Approaches to Historical Geography."

Association of Pacific Coast Geographers Yearbook, 31 (1969),
27-50,

Norden, Margaret K. '"A Blbliography of the Writings of Lee Max Friedman."
American Jewish Historical Quarterly, 51 (1961-62), 30-48.

Philipson, David. "The Cincinnati Community in 1825." pmerican Jewlsh
Blstoricgl quarterly, X (1902), 97-99.

+ "The Jewish Ploneers of the Chio Valley." jmerican Jewish

Historical Quarterly, VIII (1900), 43-57.
Prince, H.C. "Progress in Historical Geography." Trends in Geo, s

ntroduct rvey. Biited by Ronald Cooke James H.
JoEéson. Oxford: F-%gmon Press, 1969.

Redfield, Robert; Linton, Ralph; and Herskovits, Melville J.
"Memorandum for the Study of Acoulturation.” thropol -
ogist, 38 (1936), 149-51.

Rosenbach, A.S.W. "An American Jewish Bibliography." jmerican Jewish
Historicsl mugrterly, 30 (1926). 1-468.



110

Rosenswaike, Ira. '""The Jewish Population of the United States as

Bstinated from the Census of 1820." jmerioan Jewish Fistorioal
Quarterly, 53 (1963-64), 131-149.

Sauer, Carl Grtwin. "Foreword to Historical Geography." %,
Assoolation of American Geographers, XXXI (1941), 1-24.

"Some Thoughts on the Biitor's 'Thoughts on Union'." Occident,
I (1855-56), 343.

Stern, Malcolm H. "Jewish Migrations.” Genulogoal Research. Biited
by Kerm Stryker-Rodda. Vol. 2. Wash :  Mmerican Soclety
of Genealogists, 1971.

Sulgberger, David. '"Growth of Jewish Population in the United States.”
American Jewish Historical quarterly, VI (1897), 141-49.

Turner, Mrederick Jackson. '"The Significance of the Frontier in
American History." Report, American Historical Assocla-
tion, 1893, 199-227. Re ted Ann Arbor: University
Microfilms, 1966.

Ward, David. ''The Bmergence of Central Immigration Ghettos in
American Cities: 1840-1920." Annals, Association of American
Geographers, 58 (1968), 343-59.

Weinryb, Bernard D. '"The German Jewish Immigrants to America: A
Critical Bvaluation.” Jews from Ge: in the United States.
Biited by Eriec E. Hirshler. New Yorﬁ: Farrar, Straus and
o'ldahyo 1955'

whiteman, Maxwell. '"Notions, Dry Goods and Clothing: An Introduction
to the Study of the Cincinnati Peddler." The Jewish quarterly
Review, LIIT (1963), 306-21.

Other References

Coppock, Henry. '"Interaotions between Russlans and Native Ameriocans
in Alaska, 1741-1840." Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Michigan
State University, 1970.

DeForth, Peter W. '"The Spatial Evolution of the German-erican Culture
Region in Clinton and Ionia Counties, Michigan." Unpublished
Master's thesis, Michigan State University, 1970.

Hebrew Union College. Jewish Institute of Religion. American Jewish
Archives, Blographies File.

Hebrew Union College. Jewish Institute of Religion. American Jewish
Archives, Doocuments File.




111

Henderson, John R. "Haida Culture Change: A Geographlcal Analysis."
Unpublished Fh.D. dissertation, Michigan State University, 1972.

Indiana. :mtorl‘l mﬂ (1811). m. 273-?50
——+ Territorisl Lews (1813), VIII, 323-24.

. Revised Stgtutes (1843), XII, 235-37.

Johnson, Alan H. "The Role of Historical Geography in Culture Change
Analysis." Unpublished essay, Fresno State Callege, n.d.

Kentuocky. Statute Lgw (1806), CCCXLVII, 342.

Koelsch, William Alvin. “Historical Geography: Perspective on the
Past."” Unpublished Master's thesis, Clark University, ca. 1959.

Kovacik, Charles F. "A Geographical Analysis of the Foreign-born in
Huron, Sanilac, and St. Clair Counties of Michigan with
Partioular Reference to Canadians: 1850-1880." Unpublished
Ph.D. dissertation, Michigan State University, 1970.

Mller, Julia. "Jews Connected with the History of Pittsburgh, 1749-

1865." Unpublished Master's thesls, University of Pittsburgh,
1930,

Morgan County (Chio) Deed Book A.

Pease, Theodore C., ed. The Laws of the lorthwest Territo 88-
1800. Danville, L‘L——linoiﬁﬁ_—s: nois Hl'—"b'ﬁston ecti-Lons. 1925.

Penngylvania. Statutes at Large (1729), CCCVIII, 141-45.

Pucker, Bernard H. "Immigrant Aid within the Jewish Community, 1780-
1860." Unpublished essay, Lexington, Massachusetts, 1964,

Stafford, John W. "Crow Culture Change: A Geographical Analysis."
Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Michigan State University, 1971.

Steinberg, Abraham. "Jewish Characters in the American Novel to 1900."
Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, New York University, 1956.

Stern, Malcalm H. "Jewish Synagogue Records." World Conference on
Records gnd Geno%oggal Seminar. Area I-6&7a: @_&E Reéorda
of the United Sta esE Part B. Salt Lake City: The Genealogical
Society of the of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1969.

Western Michigan University. Archives, John Sheneman Papers.




112

Iedersl Populstion Census Records

Indiana State library. Card index to the 1820, 1830 and 1850 Federal
Population Osnsus Schedules, Indiana.

Michigan Department of Bducation. Michigan State Library. Card index
to Seventh Census of the United States, 1850 Michigan Population
Schedules.

Chio Family Historlans. 820 Federal Population Census, Chio 6Xe
Columbus: ©Chio Library Foundation, 19604.

. 1830 Federal Population Census, Chio, Index. Columbus:
Ghio Library Foundation, 1964.

« Index to 1810 Qensus of Pennsylvanis. (leveland: Bell
and Howel CGIPW. ! .

U.S., Department of Commerce and Labor. Bureau of the Census.
First Census of the United Statest 1790, Val. &, Pernsylvania.
Aa gton: .S. Governmen ng Offioe, 1908,

Volkel, Lowell. ﬁ Index to the 1810 Federal Qensus of Kentuoky. 4 vols.
Thomson, nois: Heritage House, 1971.

Wiedeman, Ruby, and Bohannan, Larry, eds. Fourth Census of the United
States, 1820 Michigan Po?;tion Schedules. Huntsville, Ala.:
Century BEnterprises, 1 .

Wilkens, Cleo G., ed. ex to 1840 PFederal Po tion Census of 0.
3 vols. NePey NePoy 19 .

Sources for es
Figure

1. Base map after U.S., Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census.
"J.S. County Qutline Map as of April, 1960." Washington:
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1960.

2. Compiled by the author from a manusoript genealogy in hls posses-
sion.

3. After "Burope Centrale de 1815 a 1866," in Vidal de La Hlache,
Paul Marie Joseph. tlas Historique et Geogra ue -
La Hlache., Paris: Libr e Armand n, 1951.

4, Photograph courtesy of the imerican Jewish Archives on the campus
of the Hebrew Umion College, Cincimnati, Chio.



5.

6.

7.

113

After "Simplified copy of a map of Chio of the 1820's," in Brown,
Ralph. Historiocal Geography of the United States.
New York: Harc » Brace and Company, 1948. '"Map of
part of the United States of North America, with the
Territory of the mind.s on the Q:io. " 4n m.rkboek.
Morris. N°1' A
of Vir

James S 1818 printed Tbor:  University
Miorofilms, 1966.

After "Canal Projects of Chio and Indiana," in Brown, Ralph.
mg.%n%g Geography of the United States. New York:
Hareo » Brace and Company, 1540,

Compiled by the author from Cramer, Zadok. he Na tor.
Pittsburgh: Cramer, Spear and Elchbaum, 1514, Reprin
Ann Arbor: University Microfilms, 1966.

Compiled by the author from Western Michigan University. Archives,
John Sheneman Papers.







G




