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£ .1s researci toyic wus chosen priizrll; becazuse of tie
sut..or's interect in differerces between concepts of rcli lon
end soclal vore. It is hkls oplriox tiat tuca of tihe discus-

criticicr, zrd ar uw.cent between soclal vor.: cnd rell lown

sion,
1z the recult of bvasic piullosopilcal seculptlons witlea can
s satlgfactlown.

rneltier be ;roved por dis;roved to cver,crne's s

It 1s further felt that roct geople Go Lot rezlize, in arn,

r

™
W

full sense of tie word, Juct wiat thece differences

oouae focel thot t ere zre ro sctual differcrces, for scoclel

4

ver. 1c 2 profession withh a scet of ;rofessiorel velues eul

cercents, winlle rell-ion nzs lts own prece,is, LoOLCuOW

rite. Tuls 1s & catleisctor, ezplanction until one Zroun

sererate
verirs [ roctiein  the other's furction, in tole cose wien o

rell icus _rcup pructices scclal wor.. .Jaen lrevitutle con-

fllcuvs cier_e wity ore polntin: to tue otiher ua.ln_ stitel euts

t.ct ore or t.e otiier _rou, 1is rot ta.ln; irto conclderatiorn

titls or tiat ~lece of wrncuwledrc. It secis a futlle ar uscut

urntll eazcli loons loucstl; at t.e otiier's .reulces. Frow taizg,

furtior dicscusslon 1s ypessiile. This paper tclrnts out sone

ir.fluence

G

of tiese busle dlfferences and tuen s.ovs .ow btiey

traectice,
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I tave clhiozsz2n profesclional ccoclal vwers and th.e vors of

<t. Vincert de .zul soclety of tie Iomcn Cathcllice Churca to

revreecrt tvo &:proaciiecs to scclal wor., It 1gs 1. irtertion

to clexrif; thelr differerices ir  hillocojphyy wnd practlce.
Certalnl. it. Vincent de rzul or the ihoraen Cztholic churc.:

is rot t e only se-rent of soclety tuct differs fron soclal

wor.. in certeln zspects, but for _urjoses of research, 1

aave lisited the project to trese dlstirct rou s. The real

purvose is to rinpoint differences of tiln.in- vita the Lo.e

at reco rnition of diffcrences will secrve

t
t.er consldcration in talniin ox Lot sldes,

(@]

I ove jparticular thcnis te foncl ror _arl oherldan cnd

» rooe -
: CL.d

t.c staeff of Cat.olle woclal cervice in . 1ict, ichl an,
to Jorcl_ ror Jolzi vlowe; rnd tiie staff of {ctuollce Joclil

service 1n wcrsin, .1iciil zn vio took out tice frou. tacir

»

rofeesionel duties to boe irnterviewed., In addition, I vwarnt

to tizn.. tue raricn priests of ianglin: wic were very coo.exrn=
tive in sc.oedulin intervicus arnd patlent in crcverin; all
of ., quecsztlore. .1tuout tese people thls rescecrci jroject

vould nct nnve been possitle.
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I. INLD2LCOUCIIO

{tis rescarc: project 1ls on 1nvestl: atlon of differences
tetueer the pullcscyia, of tie ut. Vincent de :aul -oclety and
wodern scelael worix followed by a study of the dia nostic con-
cepts utilized, respectivel,, b, l.cuan Czt.ollic j;eris. prieccts
and ceseworrnere 1ln Catuaollc soclel serxrvice a enclec i oiin,
referrals to tauc st. lucent de szul coclet;. ils 1s en
atten;t te ascerteln if tiese julloseopiilezl differciicez ere
rrecert in practice, vs reflected in referrzl procedures.
wotl. nriests arnd cocewor.ers wake referrals to tihe St. Viicent
de (aul cocletvy, and rarish priests alro cerve eas edvilserc
to t..e St. Vincert de -aul ;rouvne of tielr @arishtes,

il.e ote Vircent de faul ovcclct; 1s crne cf the priiary
soclzl velfare pro rams of Cetiuollc Cnurities. Puca has been
Clccuszed sbout the tecimlyues ewplosed by thls or_crizotion
i tr ix- to hely reop.le. Lcone Teel 1ts o.crctlorc sare cften
rot in accord with nodern soclal worek princivles. tHowever,
roct of thls discusslon 1s not focused uron the rhilcesoritlesl
orientatior of tic coclety. It 1s tae writer's irtention to
¢c t:is, and to cownrcre tils t.inkin; with tiat of vodern

social vwori o tiuzt tic Lasles of differences can be wderctocd

more clearly. IThls is dore tiorou-h €rzl sis cof evallatbtle Llitozu-
ture or. rodcry zeoclal vork end Lewcan Catuollelel tumt lg jer=~
tlrert to ot. Viacuinmt d- coul Leelety. Tie cecond art cof

ti:ie rroject, wilch entalls an exzulnatlon of tre pregerce of

tiese nilosc icel differences 1 referrals, is carrield out
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Ly Individuzl 1ntervlews wilth cascvor.ers 1n Cataolice Socilal

Iutcrvliews are felt

[¢8
"
ct
w
.

cervice Zurcaus and with parish rri
to be tie roct effective we; to icusure tie presence cf rhllo-
sopnleczl differernce cince couplete cace records are rnot :erpt
by all Jt. Vincert de faul councils, anl tucse recordis avall-
avle are ercrally onl; statlsticel 1n ucture,

1

A8 1r all rescracehn certalin asew ptiorns are inevitalle

2.d in t:ls projset tic raln oncs are os follows

1) It 15 2csumed taat parisa priects cin be utilizcad
gince referrals to vt. Vinceht de .~ul pro._ru.s
ars larsel; nade by t.e recerlenmt's perish [ricct,

(.\

o) It 15 o: ed taat casevor.ere in a Cathollic uccisl
Scrvice Eu‘cau 2lso cmn ve cffectively tested, for
reforrals cre rade by the. to -t. Vincent de :azul,
and frosucntl recéklcnuv are roforrel to t.e o eac
Ly st. Vincernt de .zul arndfor t.e paricl rricst.

~

X
- -

It is cecueed thet ti2 tueclo . iczl corlerntztion of
tihie priesct versus tac )qubuoLthl gricutaticn of
L.¢c cuseor.er jw"tiflcs coupnurln_ =ni coLtractin
t..elr respectlive viocie,

:lie tlz etuld is rot overned b, cinocxpllelt yootie-

Surleocepnicenl Ziffercucces Loibuzon riects ernd rrofesclon-

. o~ - N an - X < o~ . PR - o~ o~ 170~ . e .
21 vocial toricre cre jreceunt, 2nd toese dilforencess are re-

ir ra-in referr=ls to t.e Lt. Vicceunt Ge rzul soclety.
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ol

ftfefore lookin: at literature wiilca deals wiih the 1issue
of :rinclirles in goclzl work &g coupared wita lLowan cathwollceleor,
a review of t.e orzanization of .t. Vincecurt de :z2ul, per sc,
scens aprrorriate, silunce the Zoclet; 1s tne focus of tails

L“r

stud;.

Tlstery of tine Jt. vipecent de ioul soclety

Tatier Vincent de .aul w=zz born of roor rerewnts in thc
villa e ¢f tou. 1 Cascony, Yrorce durin, t.e silxteenth cen=-
tur . e wzg educated by the Yranclscon Tataers oand in 1500

vent Lo toe Univerclt of loulcuse for Iieclosic.l studles,

wunore e voes crdaired o rriest in 1.0¢.1

44
0
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na ve 2 e by sea frouw raorsellles to iarwvouc,
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20 fell inte tie farnds of ifricon rlratec uind weas carrled os

a zlave to Tunis i captivit, lasted zuout two ,ears, un-

~ e

~

t1l e s o3 2ble te egcave, whsgreu on ne returned to Irance.©

T.1e exioricnce 25 a glave led o1z to devote wls life to t.e

Lirreve ent of crarities, ecpeclell s for pilisoners cud toelr
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wnilles, ocryp e, 1lle-itisate c..ilidren, vad tie sle. end

Vicverong vl o oovver, .
cetoclice foon ifublizshers, 1.2°,, ©
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Lo fou ,oun :eun and & {at.ollc putllicict, fredric Goatiton e -
ner Conues cxrived 1o coric, e found dmodlf cron: & saell
creu of Unmtocllic ctudents. It vas ofter tie farovs July ro-
volutiocn «nd tie bottles of 1decs wers Ll e 1o eze studento
vere criticlzed b, civic loaders wiao seld tuzt the, prelecd
t.e ¢ vrea s the berefuctor ¢f cuw.anlty, but verern't doln
cuygt Lne for te ieople. fidc criticlin eerved azc an lijetuc
to zecte Toe: brou Uit tecocticr o gpoll nusver of Chirlctlon
Leoere, net for thie pur;ose of dlscuwnslor, but for cetlce:n,
to gciv uyy o vonflciecnuce of Cacritv..

.. czo gtuderts of 1.0 tucu . t nclitber ¢f feurdin; ¢
i or oidlosticn ror of [uxrtlcl otin: luo o vildesiread con-
coin s wdinct clcer,.  Jie, wlsued to iel one cuet.er re-

todin it vl ocrd, sujreorted by thelr nutucl frieniclip, to

caryy out one of t:c ese rtlal dutiecc c¢f t.¢ Jhristiazsn life,

tlon of Jt. Vimeownt de .aul, whow tie cc.icrence ¢ oce oo
t.oir _ciror salnt.

T & coenference srew yopldil, slrce 1ic 1dcoc ceencd to

cectlon ¢f cat .cllic out:, 1t

r“
Q
[t
»

I3
[
C
-
'
o)
[
ct
o)
]
o
[
A
i<

L:cire nuececnary, to set up a "Ceurcll of  zin eert™ to

¢ orizge vl ciuvinrdistexr tie functions of t..e conferarce.
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onv.l ool b _coleb of Sl Vireord de loul, (Dubllin:
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4 hule wos drave up in 1725 wita encral prireirle: arnd zrti-
cles to work wiltain.!

Letrecen 1827 srd 1..0C t.e ~rowth wat 1v,.1d. Lot ouly
youn ixt.llectuzl:z but Christiczo of ever., clocog were
co~er to lrirove condltliens of peorle. 1.0 worklin-s cless
corditiorny durln: tils pericd of nisvor. brou ht thec Coclet,;
ircreasged activity., Zhe ‘loly Jee, vitihoul accectin: the eon-
vlete 12 sassoclatlon into the canonlcezl nlersrcry, ep-rove
of 1ts 2ins ond nethods and a2t thie cnd of 1745 provided irn-
dul rences for 1ts renbers. Cventy-sever years after its
foundation, t:e soclet. tirou bout the world, comprised aboutl
&,>00 conferences enlrnelns 0,000 renners. Its lncome arournt-
2d to about four rilllicn francs. At the oncet of .orld »avx

I, there were £,0C0 conferernces and 12,000 zesbers wita

]
’—J.
bk
ct
o
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1llion froomes navin o bteen distributed to tie ;oor.ﬁ
surdin s corld ar I the hBrothers of St. Vincent de Faul

nzd the orpporiunlty to ecipand toelr worn to clvil vicetize ac

well 28 to rrisconcrs.  Jue to thie ruin of the wer, t. Vincert

de "cul Soclety bte cu to adupt pro rars 1o other countriecs,

ITie Unilted Ctates develored as ruany confercnces aé 114 Frernce.

In rnonely 211 countries, ‘overnnent representatives cosmenornt-

4 t.o soclety's functlons., At the present tine 2lrost &ll
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cutclu, 2llow the orsanicetlor to develop freel. o Jolday

tiere ere ziout 2C,CL0 confercnecs wita on active vornbersd

a

of 2 cuvarter of & v1lllicii.”

“irvetvre end [uvretlerz of t e -cirt Viicert de :rnul Coclst,

v in any toir a nunber of uer forw trexccelves 1lnio
a brares of te focleoty, titls covin: te wilzr is celled a
cenference weleun wes toe nave orl inall, lvern to the Jocitt)

clf. Il zoverzl coenferences are ecuttlilssci 1n one cot.-
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rerit o, t ey arc dlotir uisted froo owe cncul
of t-.o pirizch iz sillce tihelr venicrs weet, Vhese conferences
cre vnltséd b a2 rarticular Cow:cll, whlch tases Lie nzie of
t.e teinm vihere 1t 1ls ectablizled, anld all the cﬁnfcrences of
t ¢ doclety are united by 2 Couxcll Yenerdl. be Jouncll

erorel 1z coiglderad toe rexve-cernter of t:ie wiole socliety,
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Loilz be oviet consigte of la,.or voluntecrs, 1t is
er.Zorces v, t..e looan .atiiclic _lurceil. .oe cler: act as &
prlor, roferral scuzes to couferences as woll oo zdviscrs
to tiie ,rou_ . acl confercnce is or cnliod wito offlcers,
wer.cru, © corztitutlicn, orni wectiin  Lroceciulc.

fo el zolmt out thie clructurnl :lerxrzicl; ncotle tle
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objectivity many suthors aud writings are used, but even here
& need to find distinctions in thinking may result in reeding
into the literature m~re than whet is there,

Also, a lack of literature, particularly on the 35t,
Vircent de Paul Society, does not make‘this type of research
comnpletely valid. 1lichigan sStacte University Library has little
information on the orcanization, It was necessary to go into
the community to horrow books from personal libraries. OF
course, &as the project was +ell on the way to completion
more readings became availeble, often too late to incorporate
irto the vaner, uritings on social work are readlly &t hand,
but most of these are on technicues and process and not on
the nhilosonhy of the profession, Again, this is handled by
extrzeting from what is available on phillosorhical asswaiptlons
that seem evident in discussions on techniques utilized by
egocial workers.

The primary weakness in the erpirical part of the iunvesti-
gation was the uncerteinty as to whether the interviswees ex-
rressed thelr real thinking on referral procecures or what
they thourht to he encevntable and anrropriate answers, Along
with this, consideration was given to the possibility that
responses were hz3ed on pereonal prejudices and not on the
rea~ective nhiloc=ontiical orientations, Eoth of these possibil-
ities were taken into accourt &rd rartielly controlled by

notlirg conclistency 1in respronrses amcons the total group,
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Joclet. pornusl. In discussin: wihiet is Airpvolved ik vicitatiors
to the jcoor tie mermusl scelrts cut tuat tie visitor cuould use
lexue ¢ witi tie poor suited 16 taelr pecullor disposltloss.
"leo zeed leg possitle o lon ¢g we =ave rot imyressed thelr
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they may te subordineted to the welfere of the institution.
The marrieze erd family ere held to be cr-eted stetes by

Ted end sevetified by T7ig WI11, Tris sironly nieans tlat to
Aivband thiz uvnity can hinder the members relaticnchip to
Cod, As & result ell povsitle effort ru.t be rade under
roral obliraticn to hold the unit torsther, It 1o felt that
the nrimerr corcera must he the warria: e snd the perretusation
of th— institwtion, hich pertielly resrec=nts and end-in=-it-
=elf conc:nt of the Tamily.33 ©t, Vircent ce reul Soclety

as a rerreverntotive of the Church may lmrlerert thics thinking.

W]

18rt of 1ts function rey te to #ive advice on stabilizinz a
porricce or ferily in the Chuveh's eyve ¢r to =ee thet the
ciiildren &re pronerly Irnstructed in dcctrine ard dos-=,

Hince ona's reletionsrip to Alrmi-hty Cod 1s consliderad the
vitimcte of 14fa, 1t rereins counsistert tihet rarital end family
stehility rey influence who recelves heln,

It wer rertiored ecrlier that at, Vincert de Faul cne
f2eer {n "charitabhle givirer. Thie, of course, is not the
m1onoce of nodern sociel werle, Rather thelr efforts ere view=-
- an nrefessicnel, teny euvtiicrs defined the criteria neces-
sz2ry to detertine & riotess~lon, but the fellowing ~uotation
caeme to have the essential incredients:

"roferalors Involve ecsentlslly intellectual
cnerabtions with lerse Lnolviduel respcnzldliiicy,

337v3d., pp. 22-23,




Lo ive tolr orowo oo Lo sclience Lnd
corniro; toils sateris l i; to a2 wrocticzl
colliltive il Lug. e '7"'ttlonull_
coicunicative teciwmisue; ther tend to scli-
c1 snizoticn; the Uocono incxceozin 10 clirvicotic
in cetivaticn,” -
Atk o tods of kronladoo, eliucatleoxal [roccez, coic of etulcs,
.l e _rofoceloisl or nnluntlicn gocliel wer. voulld rnave to b
fal - . i n. 1 Y 7 n
congliczedl o  rofestlen, onever, ~t. Vihceount le ‘nul's Loogez
no such cloln, Loy sre sn oextensicn of toe leron Zotloll
Coureii zd exizt to provide Velerity” wni 2o rot o srote
wit An t.e ITroucwer cof t.e aveve :reioselos 1l criteric.
T oeilvitics of the Joclel, all couver e on cxterndin: tihe
i, do. ¢l lod.
"It wishes 1ts venberc te deovele» t.cir iazterior
iilvese Lt iowlitzc thon to Loco ¢ ook dcaldrs
filled ity t.¢ leove of “od znd of thelr fellow-
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mer.bexrs throu:h the exercise of charit:, and (2) to do a 1little
eplritual and temporel -ood to a fow pocr foulilles in the rane
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of Jesus Christ.” >te Vincent de ifaul's, tous, opcretes

tiircu o tue lnstltution of thne Church and 1ts very cxlstence
dapénds upon revards exsresszd L the Jhurci. ooern scclal
werk, orn ths cother hond, 1z rnot suvordinate to zn roternal
lnstitution. It functione profesclcenally witiin 1ts own or-
sarnlzatlon., &5 a profecsion soclal wora czie about out of

soclal problems 2nd was cor-anized tc reoet thuece needsz. 1tc

~oals #re rererally urofeszion=l crd zoclel but rot splritu=nl,

If taerc 1s & basle differcrce betivosn tohece tiwio conroacies,

1t centers 2round tue concert ¢f free w1lil., »11 toct ~2g¢ been
vritten rregertl- in this peer ‘g ilrnnlled t 1s clifererce.

Ir {cct nest of thue phlilcocoptlcal prirciples rentlornzd would
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experiences. Isyc=zlatr, 2nrd rsychoznalysle huswecontributed
conelderatly to eccizl wori's understandine cof tnls. voe

fact tiz2t a nunan beliny 1s ~ul=an, witn all the ncrnmzl attrl-

butes, dceces not nean he wlll cct or ever be avle tec act ra-
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tiorally. 1Inctezd tuere ra;y be a need feor %in to be irrational,

denendins of the strecs of esctlonzl factore. Soclal work
dces nct teaci: that one can arrive at a conscicus cortrel

cf %is lteuzvior thrcu.h the 1. 0sitlow of a voerzl and ph,si-
cal will to do so. It snould Le clarificd tnat free will
doctrine pernisastes much of ocur culture ard can be founi irn
prcoranse te whilch medern scoclicl worx iz attacned, cuca as in

rublic esssistence, crininal codes, and other social pelicles,
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perceral reeronsioillt; for then.-¥ Thls 1s a rcco rition
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eni stralin, Lz ls otill cule to vill &ard control nls
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