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arfs and deformities comprise“ an integral part

.1

of the dr matic entereinments of the Keoieval and

Renaissance civilization in Europe. The present investi-(

gation has attempted to present a comprehensive and con-

solidated pict re of the existence, presence, utilization,

'hificance of such grotesqueries in the diramatic

life of the times; of the roles which they played; and of

the influence on the evolving form of the drama which they

exerted.

It is contended that in order satisfactorily to

gras the full iirpli cations of the utilization and signi-

H

ficence of such creatures within dramatic entertainments,

it is necessary to examine the societal custons, attitudes,

and beliefs which gave rise to such use;ge and significance,

well as to the origins of such elexnents.

In connection with the investigation of such

:societal factors and origilis, the dwarfs and deformities

vdqich abounded in ancient civilizations have been explored.

fiflqree basic motifs governing the utilization and signi-
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81’0le the use.

ficanee of such grotesqueries have ener'ef: the dwarf-

god identity; the duer:-.inp relationship; anl the dwarf-

wiseman equation.

These hree motifs have been enonstrated as also

governing the utilization and s'snificance of rrotesauerie

within the Keuieval and Renaissance society and in the

dramatic entertainments. In estaolishing the origin of

such.LeLie'al and Renaissance usase, a continuous line

of influence ass been shown to exist linhilg the ancient

civilizations to Cedieval and Rena: sance times.

A methodolo;y esse'itially anthroaologice in

nature has been employed in the presentation of evidence

concerning the ancient civilizations, societal aspects

of ”he hedieval aid Rena ssance civilization, and the

estaolisshment of the origins of actors governing the

crau-sic use and significance of grotesqueries.

U
)

D1:rf an‘ deforvit ies perfornied a multiplicity

of roles within he Nedieval and Renaissance society.

These roles an '5nificance attached to ttem have

been exam ned and it has been shown that sucn usage and

significance extended into the utilization of such

creatures in tournaments, pageants,r oyal entries, and

court satires. The dramatic conventions which grew Up

3e 01 grotesqueries in such entertainments

we seen analysed, as have the sidnificant asp—ctsO

.1

ETCtSOhGQ to the dramatic utilization of grotesoueries in
.L

f311€ religious and secular dra a of the period.
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The hypothesis is advanced that the significance,

functions, and utilizations of grotesqueries in the every-

life of the times is relected in tn art forms of the

rsive use has therefore been made of litera-

J— - L1w-I h . " -'. " - n-**, :1 1*‘1‘ '.1 . y ‘ . ‘f‘ 1 4‘- .

Lure, scnlpture, painting, anu churcn imagerv in net—r-C
“
.

mining ard illustra‘ing points of usage and aspects of
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hedieval - Renaissance society in reneral, and its p
1
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"
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and increasingly dramatic entertainments in particular.

Scholars, however, in their intensive research nto theP
o

forss and intr cacies of ti1e theatrical elements manifest

in the times, have tended for the most part to ignore the

presence and significance of the many rrotesque forms and

fisures which entwined themselves in and arourd almost alle

actiVIties of a dramatic aspect (f- ure 1) It is this

largely neglected segment, the luarfs and lciornit Lhich

abounded in ncciev'l and Renaissance dramatic enter-

' ‘ ~ ‘ '. n .3." 3‘ 11“ "1 'L fl - "m MM»? 3 n,

tainments, Lien Lnicn this study is spc eiiically corcerne

Although, as has been mentioned above, there are in

(
1
'

i;ations dcalina Lith the dra”mat
U

H
.

existeice many inves c

entertainments of the hedi val and M81is asnce times and

J.

their subsesuent evolvement [
.
J
o

nto a more rec ;nisable and

convention f rm of arena, there exists no studv which

1". C
J

(
,
3
.

igniicance in(
‘
7

cals with the overwhelming presenceg
)
:

such entertainments OI serfs and other deformed types of

grotesqueries. Scholars seem to become periodic:ilya are

of, and subs eouen.tly erraticallv to record, the existence

of such creatures at maidely spaced and urmrelteanoints in

their research. Tier has been, however, no attempt to

3

again a com)reneisive and consolidated picture of tne signi-

‘ficance of the presence of such creatur s in the dramatic

*
5

life of the times; of the roles which the played; and o

.C‘HA . . s .h , n ,1: . 4-1 ,

'MR: influence on the evolVinQ iorm oi he dra.a Lni‘h oJ C
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618 rted.
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Figure 1.

from an etchih"Bolicana and harcolfus" he by

hopfer about 152 . (Tietze-Conrat, p. 54).

 
 

 
 

Figure 2.

of the dwarf Cobbi by J

8).Tietze-Conrat, p.
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