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Duwarfs end deformities comprised sn integral part
of tne dramctic eantertcinments of the ledievsl and
Renalesance civilization in Europe. The present investl-
cation nas attempted to present a comprehensive and con-

colidated picture of tre existence, preseunce, utilization,

M

nd significaunce of sucn grotesguerices in the cramatic
life of the times; of the roles whicn they playeds and of
the influence on the evolvliing form of the droma which they
erexrted.

It is contenced tunat in orcder sctisfeactorily to
crasp the full implications of the utilizatioh and signi-
ficance of such crectures within cramatlic entertairnmente,
it is necessary to examine the socliletel custons, sttitudes,
and bteliefs which gzve rise to such usgge end significance,

well as to the orizins of such elementc,.

In connectlon with the investigation of such

societel Tactors and origins, the dwarfs and ceformities
vihich cbounded in ancient civilizations have been explored.

-

Three basic notifs governing the utilization and signil-
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ance of such grotesmuerieo have encrged:s the dvarf-
god ldentity; the awarf-liing relationship; and the dvorf-
wlsenan equstlion.

Thece threc motifs have been demonstrated cs also
governing the utilization and significance of grotescueries
within tre ledieval and Rendlssonce soclety and in the
dramatic entertalnnents. In esctablisning the origin of

such l.edlevel and Henalssance ucale, & continuous line

of influeiice hcs becn chown to exist linliirns the ancilent

civilizaticns to I
A methodolo_y essentially anthropologicel in
natvre has becn empleyed in the precscatation of evidence
concerning the cnclent civiliicationc, cocletal aspects
of the lMedlevel and ienclsscnce cilvilizatlon, and th
esvcolishment cf the origins of factors governing the

P

Graiictic use and signilicance of grotvesqueries,

'”‘)

"ormities performed o multloliclity
of roles within thic liedleval and Henclsscance soclety.
Thcce roles and tle significcnce attocred to them hove
teen exanmined end 1t hacs been chovn that such uscge and
significance extenced into the utilization o
crectures in tournwnents, pageents, royal entries, and
court cetirce. The dramatic conventlons which greu up
around the uscge of grotesquerles in cuch entertainments

cts

@]

Ve Lecn analysed, g have thie cigniflicont acpe

attached to the cdramatlic utilizatlon of grotescueries in

the religious anc secular drama of the period.






LARR Y

e hypvothesis 1s edvonced that the significance,
functions, and utilizatiens ol grotesqueries in the every-
Cay life of the times 1s relected in the crl formgc ol the
period. Exlenslve use has thecrefore been mace of litera-

ture, cculpture, palabing, zid church imagery in deter-
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cildoscope of life, art, and literaturc

study by hisbtorians in many ana varica fields of scholastic
cindeavor. Thecoatre hilsctorizns in particular have found this
area richly rewarcing, for it is within the confines of the

-

I.edievcl era treot the rebirth ol the IZuropean dramnc occurs 1

wnile the :IZcnciscouce in Zurope brougnt with it ca elsbor-
cbion and cdevelcpniens of the Torm vhich was to provide cn

cvenve 1in later yecre for Shaliespecre's fect to trod.

The wvarious forns of cdramatvicclly oriecnted enter-
talnnents which comgriced the thecirlcal 1life of tihece
socleties were connccted (if somculiat tenuously at times)
by certain commonly held choracteristiccs. Thesce ultinmately

ontributed to and facilitetea the cmergence of a recol-
icant cdramstic forn. IU 1s one of these
comnien characveristics of the lledieval and 2encissaice
dramctic entertainments with which we here concern our-
selves.

There cre in exislence many cxcellent and detelled

tudics concernling the growtn and acvelopment of tlhe

Lirnol Wonne, The Crowill of i lish Drora  (Cxford,
en;lend:s  Clarendon Frecs, 19207, ¢

1
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l.edleval - Denclsscance coclety 1n general, and its diverse
anc increagingly dranatic enterteinments in particular,.
Scholars, hnowever, in their intensive rececrch into tle
forms cnd intricacices of the theatriczl elements rmanifecst
in the timce, hove tended for the moct part to iznore the
precence and significance of the many grotesque forms and

figures which entwilined thencelves 1n and crounc clmoct 211

abounced 1n lledlevcl oand Henclssance dranatic enter-
talaments, wicth which this study 1s cpecillically concerncc.
Althougi:, &5 as becn mentlcened above, there are in

s
reoacvic

|,_J.
(9]

exlstence many investigatlons ccoling with the

Ky

ntervcinments of the ledleval cnd 2eancissance tine

0)
]
©
o)
0.

treir subgocecuent c¢volverner into & more reco_/nlzatle and

J. «~

conveational Torm of crama, there cxists no sctudy wiilch

deals with the overvhelming presence and significance in
csuch entertainnents of ducrls and otvlier deformed types of

qucries, Scuolars seem to become periodically cuare

(6]
3
O
cfk
@
6]

5

of, and cubceguently erratically to record, the exlistence
of such crcatures at widely spaced and unrelated points in
their recearch. There hacs been, however, no attempt to

o

Z=2in a conprehensive and coneolidated picture of the signi-

kb(*‘
3

cance of the precerce of such creatures in the dromatic
life of the times; of the roles which they playcd; and of
ne influence on the evolving gl the drcma which they
Laz 1111 uennce 0i1 vne vVO.A_V.a..L’l‘_) .LO i O.A. e L wAiddetr  piaaw Od Vale
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Figure ls

"Bolicana and larcolfus" from
(Tietze-Conrat, p.

Hopfer about 1520.
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Figure 2,
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the dwarf Gobbl by
Tietze=-Conrat, p.
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world view, cuctoms ectatliclicd 1n many corlicr civili-

FEE
230101t .

We can trace bacls to grehictoric tires the
varlous coatributlons of cilfcrent races and rcolillons
to our prcocry culiure and we find that tiie cro wiilich
surrouudds us today was ceveloped by crocs-Iertilizatiol
of icgos frcm oty ccuovlientse Invisible thnreads of
influcnce tle togetl.cr cna Tiadlly coinect the rcaote
corners of our geograpnical obloni.!r

as the CGreclis arew 1lncplrotlon froa three thousand yeors
of culturel neritcp e derived from the highly artictic
civilizatlions whicih had existed 1n nccopotamla, Ching,

*“, N B YA~ Fal Mo N S N tt - 5 ~ e
ovet, aad the Zostern hall of the ledlterronion,” so ald
the ledievel znd lencicconce sociely drow on tie sell-sane

J
cncient lieritcoes as well cs orn thie reletively morc recent

(9]
(‘)

Creelr, romcn, anc so-cmericon cilvilizationc.
i.edicval emposure to foreign culoures was primarily
the socletal diffusions whic

resulted Trom an ever widenlng commercc, “surope carriad

I . edicval Amcrican Art (Few Yorl:
1 - ~ Ny T T - T —=
The Lacmillan Company, L)fa)s VOle Ly e @ e

. - v~
1

Ciernerdiro de Salbbuu, Flcl?:t*:“ Coc.c il
toria Cerncrcl de lus COZTo G2 ULV Ll oloil (Sfytu i'es
SCL00L O @iuCrlueldl ACSCLIrClly jjO), Ul.iiCe fronm thie Aztce
into English by Arthur J.C. sacdersoa cud Charles Z. Dibble.
Also see Ile Do Dissclhofl and S. Lirne, Tho art of anso
grerico  (lew Yori: Crova Fube, 1200).
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on an increccin ly rich trade with the ncar end for Zast%7
during the .iddle Agco and the lennicsonce, thus poining o

fenmiliar laowledge ol Une artictic proctlices and heritooes

ol thwe Creat civilizatlonc 1a thooe crecc; togscther with a

crovwing undcercuancing of the more ancicnt cuctons o thich

they vere Tousndicd, Indecd, cn actual crocs-cultural in-

9

flucnce cceous to lhiave cxisted vhich operauved both lLiorl

zonolly (affecting civilizations thich existed in close
groximity 1n tiuc and spocc) ond temporclly--—-exntendirg

over hundareds orf intervening yetru---te 11m: the iedieval

o

m1a e e - O ey EEL PO o ~os .
TIe ¢ciilstence ol gsuca a uvareac of irnliucnce nav ¢

ct

Tiret seccm nighly lnoproboble vihicnn we coinsider the nore or
eacrally accepted theory that tie lmorledge of cind

basclon for tlie cncient clvilirvetions was 1zitlally &

-~

By ~

product of the licnalsscnce 1n Itely; and that
vole nad no significantly pronounccdé contact

-~

flung foreign nations until at le

]

st the late Tourteenth

centur;s <acob Zurclinardt, however, 1n The Civilicoticn

of the lenticoorce in Itoelr, refuves such a theory, and

vlocling the incildence amnd impact of foreign
end ancicnt culturcs on the iedleval soclcty at a much
earlicr date. Certainly, he states, 1t wos in the
fourtecntly cin

poverful o hiold on Italian life cs the source cnd bosis ol
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the Zactern and Southern lLedlterrcnizsn ond the counbriss

Talzing into cousideratlon tic tl:irst

led e of antigquity, 1t would cccm imvoscitle to supposc

that many of the schiolars cnd tweavillers vwhio visited
strange cnd distent lands would not nave talicn the oppor-
twilty to aelve 1nvo tne catique hilotories of these cour-
trics. roreover, cuctous belon i vo thgcee forclpan

cultures vhich had survivea from aaticulty would surcly

have been essimilated by the vicitcers., It wculd therefore

C)

2 Fal 2.7 T ng

secm lmpliciv thict from the begimming of the ledlevel

o¢ &t lzost come of the cncicnt culturce were knowil

el
(@
=
}_h

c+
o

Suropcans. surtiermore, iv would ccem recsontble to

[alal
[

ume tihat, as these ocnelent civilizelloms lhizd been fa-

0

miliar vith the culturces of nany of ticlr ccutenporary
societies, lmowlecze of tihcse, too, would rhave filterecd
thrcuzh to the hedieval anc dencloscncee clvilizations.

T ~ A A A 175 +Vna e,
i1l SQlhlilill, our’ tiriau Ous

nezlect the ctrancs providea by the impact of the [eco-
arerican civil ions o l.ccleval LuropCe.
Cne of the most cignificant cvents « « o of thc
middle 2 cc of wsurope wos the discovery of aduerica
e o o o &8 in Zurcpc, Utihc nations 1n the proccss ol
foriation crexted greot art durin; these centuricao,
so ¢lco 1n dacrlica ccritaln rejlons bloscoumcd forin
with markud incividguvility of oulburc, beg inning
rou lily with our Chrlabion orc.l6

[
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e e e
countritutzd much

@]
th
ct
o
e

the Lhedlevsl crd Zenailc-

cance socleties,

The gifte Encluiing tooirs cecling with the 1ifz, cort,
arnd history of thelr peopllil thot Cortec raceived
ron lontezuza for hls coverei n wire publicoclly cox-
hiocited for tiic acdmirction of the Sponish court and
people o o o o Thnzoz giftz{oad procticcd) fron thc
dew World pussed into the Bzndd o o o of tuc scc

ard Lor_ic Popes, tic llouse ol loncours

crats ia thelr faver e o 2300 in

SpLreclate vle ginlll cesouty of otjce

come Tfrom ¢ clvilico So Giifferent

were the craltonc, s ¢l tie mcdie

Cirz ol ticem, Alb;‘&kb PDuarer, doscealon

Lusgorica goldomiths, wrote in his clery

nave nsver sccn 1n 2ll my Coys LU CO rejolced Ty
neore es tucce tuln_co'l?

oy
S
o
<
(@]
I}
-

Cf-
O
@]
' 1
L@
=
O
(@)
(@]
}.J.
[}

the crecence of vwhite

0
o
i}
[ Ed
o
¢

men in Leso-ame meny years prlor to this time. When

Cortecz firct landed in Yucatan he was foced wilth a "leg-

J.

t
enc® which had loxg forusld a2n izportoat part of the llayun

and Aztzc history. The Incizus statel ohat,

Lorng, lon. 200 « e« « wcny forzizn silips appiored
of f the cozct of Tucubzl o o o &2d from these snlps
ctepped tall, fzir-nnirsd, clus-eyed men., The jun-
wales of thase ships glistenced like he scales of a
snaie Loiv 1o 1 33 on clant, shniunsring
serpents cr oviir the sea townrys
the ore chbrangs clothes,
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Semar Gareng Petran
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Figure 6.
Reproductlion of the Javanese Dwari-Cod, Semar, and ti
grotesque left phratry figures, Gareng &nd Pctrah (from
lloeberman's Wayang Purwas Theatre d'oabres en Indonesie,
plate 67).
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