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ABSTRACT

THE WILLIAMS~-CAVANAGH PRIMARY: TWO DETROIT NEWSPAPERS'
REPORT ON THE CANDIDATES®* VIETNAM STATEMENTS

by Glenn Theodore Job

The lichigan Democratic senatorial primary election
in 1966 had two prominent candidates in opposition to each
other. The candidates were G. Mennen Williams, a former
six-term governor of Michigan, and Detroit Mayor Jerome P.
Cavanagh, a young mayor who had won national recognition
with his administration in the city of Detroit.

The campaign between williams and Cavanagh took
place at a time when the United States was expanding its
military commitment to protect South Vietnam, which had
become involved in a war. The war, which had its origins
in part in guerrilla uprisings against the government, had
expanded to a point where the administration of President
Johnson ordered more than 200,000 American soldiers to
Southeast Asia. Wwilliams, a former Assistant Secretary
of State for African Affairs in the Johnson administration,
generally supported U.S. involvement in the war. Cavanagh
opposed it. Both candidates issued carefully prepared
papers on their positions.

This study is concerned with the position papers
issued by the two candidates, and how they were reported
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by the Detroit News and the Detroit Free Press. The study

also points up the editorial response to the position papers.
This is not an all inclusive study of the press

coverage of the Williams-Cavanagh primary election, nor

has any attempt been made to place in perspective the cov-

erage of the election by the News and the Free Press. Only

one point was under consideration: How well did the News

and Free Press discharge their obligations as newspapers

in a free society with reference to the Vietnam statements
issued by the two candidates?

The results are based on an examination of docu-
ments, newspapers, and intexrviews with the leading figures
who were involved in the campaign. The research suggests

that the News and the Free Press were deficient in their

responsibilities as newspapers in a free society.
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INTRODUCTION

The growing commitment of the United States to an
undeclared war in Vietnam® during 1965 and 1966 divided
the American people. Cne of the first important electoral
tests of this issue occurred in the Michigan Democratic
senatorial primary election on August 2, 1966, between
G. Mennen Williams, former six-term governor, and Jerome P.
Cavanagh, mayor of the city of Detroit. williams had re-
signed his position as U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
for African Affairs to rum for his party's nomination to
the United States Senate; he favored a firm stand by the
United States in Vietnam. Cavanagh, who had attracted
national attention with his accomplishments as mayor of
Detroit, was unequivocally opposed to a larger investment
of United States military resources in Vietnam. He con-
tended that the United States had an outdated foreign
policy that was not in tune with the turn of events.

The debate over Vietnam, both in Michigan and

across the nation, reached new shades of bitterness and

1Chineso ideographs were used to write the Viet-
namese language for many centuries. In the Romanization
of the Vietnamese language, the spelling of Vietnam has
not always been uniform. Common spellings today are
Vietnam, Viet-Nam, VietNam, and Viet Nam.



anger as the American people became increasingly aware of
the war and its ramifications. American soldiers had been
in Vietnam for fifteen years. They were there in compara-
tively small numbers and in an advisory capacity until
guerrilla war began drawing forces of division strength,
air power, and sea power into battle.

One of the early events that led to the United
States involvement occurred on May 24, 1950, when the
Truman administration announced that it would provide
military and economic aid to the Associated States of

1 The Associated States referred

Indochina and France.
to in the announcement were Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia;
these countries composed the French Indochina colonial
empire. In 1950, the French were deeply involved in a
guerrilla war to preserve their influence in Indochina.
when war erupted in Korea in June of 1950, Presi-

dent Harry Truman announced he was also sending a military
mission (of thirty-five men) to Vietnam. The mission com-
prised advisers who were to instruct the French and indig-
enous forces in the use of American military weapons that
were going to be supplied for use against Ho Chi Minh and

his Viet Minh guerrillas.z Other United States assistance

10.8., Congress, Senate, Committee on Foreign Re-
lations, Background Information Relating to Southeast Asia
and Vietnam (Kevised Laltion), 6Jth Congs, 18t SessS., 1965,
Pe 22.

zLaster A. Sobel (ed.), South Vietnam: U.S.-Com—
munist Confrontation in Southeast Asia 12C1-65 (New York:
Facts on File, Inc., 1966), p. 3.




agreements were concluded with Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam
on becember 23, 1950.1

A Korean truce agreement was signed on July 27,
1953, ending the fighting in Korea. Less than a year later,
on May 7, 1954, tne lrrench army was dramatically defeated
at Dienbienphu, and their time as a major power in sSouth-
east Asia was over.

A peace conference was convened at Geneva, Switzer-
land, with the United Kingdom and tne Union of Soviet So-
cialist Repurlics as joint co-chairmen. Otner nations at
the peace conference were the United States, France, Cam-
bodia, Laos, and the Feople's Republic of China. The na-
tion cof Vietnam was partitioned at the peace conference.
Representatives of what eventually became horth Vietnam
(Democratic Republic of Vietnam), and Soutn Vietnam (State
of Vietnam, later the Republic of Vietnam) were also at
the Geneva meetings.

The dividing line of Vietnam was the Seventeenth
Parallel. The territory nortnh of the parallel was placed
under the leadership of Ho Chi kMinh, a comwunist revolu-
tionary vho hzd led the struggle against the French; for-
mer cmperor Bao Dai, an ineffective figurenead who was
subsequently removed, was placed at the head of tne gov-
ernment in the south.

The United sStates had provided $1.2 billion in aid

13°bel’ P 3.
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to help the French in their war in Indochina.l

After the
French defeat at Dienbienphu, the United States government
continued its assistance program. On October 23, 1954,
President Eisenhower sent a message to the South Vietnamese
saying the United States was exploring ways to help them
build a strong government that would "“discourage any who
might wish to impose a foreign ideology™ on South Vietnau.z
About two months later, President Eisenhower made direct
offers of assistance to the South Vietnamese for their
armed forces on the basis of the agreements that had been

3

made in 1950. On February 12, 1955, United States mili-

tary advisers accepted the responsibility of training the
South Vietnamese armed forces.4
Between 1955 and 1962, United States aid to the
Vietnamese totaled two billion dollars.>
The South Vietnamese were no match for the guer-
rilla movement that emerged late in the 1950's to challenge
the government. Although the South Vietnamese could not

suppress the guerrillas, the role of the United States

1U.s., Congress, Senate, Committee on Foreign Re-
lations, Vietnam and Southeast Asia, 88th Cong., lst Sess.,
1963, pe 3.

2U.S., Beckground Information Relating to Southeast
Asia and Vietnam, 3.

31vid., 22.
41bia., 2.

5U.S., Vietnam and Southeast Asia, 3.




remained largely advisory on the surface. In 1964, there
were 23,000 United States military advisers in South Viet-
nam.

A significant event occurred August 2, 1964, alter-
ing the posture of the United States in Vietnam. The United
States Navy destroyer "Maddox” and torpedo boats from the
North Vietnamese navy fought an engagement in the Gulf of
Tonkin off the coast of North Vietnam. The administration
of President Lyndon B. Johnson contended the North Vietnam-
ese attacked without provocation.

After the battle, the Congress of the United States
overwhelmingly adopted a resolution giving President Johnson
approval to repel further attacks on U.S. military forces

1 The Tonkin resolu-

in the area, and to stop aggression.
tion was the basis for a military buildup that eventually
moved the United States toward the third largest war in
its history. One year after the Tonkin naval battle, U.S.
forces in the Vietnam theater of operations totaled 75,000,
and the President indicated the number would be raised to

2

125,000, As williams and Mayor Cavanagh went through pre-

campaign maneuverings in March of 1966, the United States

had ralsed its troop strength to 215,000

lNew York Times, Aug. 8, 19€4, p. l.

21bid., July 29, 1965, p. 1.

31rid., March 3, 1966, p. l.



The military buildup was accompanied by correspond-

ingly heavier draft quotas. There were battle casualties:

in 1964, American war deaths in Vietnam had totaled 146;1

the followingy year, more than 1,350 Americans had keen

killed.?

war Reacticn

The commitment by the Johnson aduministration to
Vietnam was opposed in the form of teach-ins (gatherings
on collaege and university campuses where speakers argued
against the war), draft card burnings, rpublic marches and
student sit-ins; attempts were also made by anti-Vietnam
demonstrators to obstruct the movement cf United States
military forces. The United States Senata Committee on
Foreign Relations, led by influential senators whc were
hostile to the Vietnam policles of FPresicdent Johnscn, re-
ceived 20,000 letters and telegrams after concucting tele-
vised hearings cn the war issue in Fekruary of 1966.3

The growing intensity of the Vietnam debate could
not be ignored by williams and Cavanagh in their carpaign

for the Derocratic Senate nomination. The war formed the

backdrop for many courses of action in the ecoromic,

lstate News (Michigan State University), Feb. 21,
1968, p. 4.

2

New York Times, Jan. 2, 1966, p. 22.

34illiam Fulbright, "Iatroduction,” The Vietnam
Hearings (New York: Random House, 1966), n.p.




political, and social life of the nation. Both candidates,
sensing the importance of the Vietnam question, issued
lengthy, carefully prepared documents stating their posi-
tions on the war.1 These two statements, and the report-
ing of the statements by the two major Letroit dally news-
papers, form the basis of this study.

This study will concentrate on the responses to

the candidates' Vietnam statements by the Detroit News and

the Detroit Free Press, two important opinion leaders among

Michigan's dally newspapers. The Detroit News reported

the largest circulation of any newspaper in Michigan in

1366, Its daily circulation was 684,705, and its Sunday

2

circulation was 936,410. The daily circulation of the

Cetrolt Free Press was reported 537,203, and the Sunday
3

circulation was listed as 580,412.
Tie importance of the issue, and the significance
of the office of senator to the electorate, placed great

responsibility on the Dctroit Mews and the Deircit Free

Frecs during the campaign. Their editorial views notwith-
standing, both newspapers had an oblijation to provide the

electorate in their circulation areas with information on

1rhe texts of the Vietnam statements by the two
cancidates are reproduced in full in the Appendix.

2Leonard Bray (ed.), Ayer & Son's Directory:

Newspapers and Periodicals 19&7 (Fhlladelpiniais ive we
Ayer & Son, Inc., 1967)' Pe 509,

31bid., 507.




the Vietnam statements of the two senatorial candidates.
The constitutional guarantee of a free press carries a
concomitant responsibility to inform the people, and to

provide them with information that is necessary to help

1

them govern themselves. The American Society of Newspaper

editors adopted a code in 1523 that cites the need for the
press to be responsible, truthful, accurate, and impartial
in {its performance.2 The code points out the rress:

e« o « 13 not to be excused for lack of thoroughness
or accuracy within its ccntrol or failure to cobtain
command of these essential qualities. Headlines
should be fully warrented by the contents of the
articles they surmount.

e o o Sound practice makes clear distinction between
news reports and expressions of opinion. News re-
ports should be free from opinion of any kind.3

In a free society, the press has the responsibility

4

for the essential function of mass communication. It must

enlighten the people and provide information to service

the political aystem.s

This study will examine the reporting of the Viet-

nam statement by the Detroit News and the Detroit Free Press

1Curtis D. MacDougall, Interpretive Reporting (New
York: Macmillan Company, 1963), pe. 7.

2

ikid., 28.

3Ibid.

4Theodore Peterson, "The Social Responsibility
Theory of the Press,” in Four Theories of the Press,
Fred S. Siebert, Theodore Fetcibuin, wiivuc Sciramm (Urbanas
University of Illinois Press, 1956), p. 74.

S

Ibid.



with emphasis on their responsibilities to the electorate
as defined by the American Society of Newspaper Editors
and others. The investigator will attempt to interpret
historical fact, newspaper accounts, books, records, per-
sonal interviews, and other sources as accurately as his

judgments will allow.



CHAPTER I

WILLIAMS AND CAVANAGH 1IN PERSPECTIVE

The state of Michigan, conservative politically,
and rural in tradition and character, was cominated by the
Republican party from the middle of 1850 until the election
of Franklin D. Roosevelt, the Democratic party's presiden-~

1 Between the Roosevelt landslide

tial nominee, in 1932.
victory in the Great Depression and 1948, when G. Mennen
williams was elected to his first term as governor, Mich-
igan Democrats were able to elect their gubernatorial nom-
inee three times; they cculd not consolidate their gains
and retain the office for rmore than one term at a tize,
however.

The Michigan Democratic party suffered its worst
defeat in modern history as the nation em.rged from World
war II in 1946. Less than one year later, the party's

future took on an even darker hue with the election of

John Franco, a Pontiac paper products businessman with

1Robert Lee Sawyer, Jr., The Democrotic State
Central Committee in Michigan, 1945-1553: The RrRise oOf
the New Political Les-~erstip ("lhe University of Michigan
Governmental Studies,” No. 40; Ann Arbor, Mich.: Insti-
tute of Public Administration, 1960), p. 2.

10
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1 And the

a questionable reputation, as state chairman.
following year, George Fitzgerald, attorney for the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Teamsters of the American Federa-
tion of Labor, was elected Democratic National Committeeman
for Michigan. Fitzgerald's selection was accomplished with
the support of James K. Hoffa, president of Teamster Local
299 in Detroit. Hoffa was physically aggressive, tough

and an uncompromising labor leader. He was attempting to
sleze control of the Michigan Democratic pa:ty.z An im-
portant component of Hoffa's plans rested in his support

of Victor Bucknell, a lawyer from Kalamazoo, who sought

the Democratic nomination for governor in 1943.

A3 .:.0ffa expanded his interest in the Democratic
party, a reform movement, involving G. Mennen wWilliams and
other bLemocrats, began drafting a different course for the
party. The reformers were nourished by meetings and dis-
cussions through most of 1947 and in the early part of 1948.
The nucleus of the group included Neil M. Staebler, a wealthy
Ann Arbor businessman whose father had been the area's first
oil and automobile dealer; Attorney Hicks Griffiths and
his wife Martha, who later was elected to Congress; Csmund

Kelly, postmaster of Flint; John Boeschensteln, a luskegon

lFrank Mchaughton, Mennen williams cf Michigans
Fighter for Proorecss (New York: Ccezna rublications, Inc.,
1960), pe 6.

2

McNaughton, pe. 106.
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lawyer; and others.l

After laying the groundwork the re-
form gathered around williams for governor. Wwilliams re-
signed an appointive position with the state Liquor Control
Commission on May 15, 1948, and entered the Democratic
primary race. Wwilliams was thirty-seven years old; he
had no previous experience in elective office. He was
seeking to lead a political party that had a reputation
burdened with defeat, divisiveness, and corruption.

The Congress of Industrial Urganizations and Hoffa's
teamsters, growing more powerful with each passing year,
had been fighting jurisdictional and membership battles

2

for years. August Scholle and others in the labor move-

ment in Detroit supported williams as much for their own

3 Hoffa was

survival as for any other compelling reason.
a serious threat. In the final analysis, the strength from
labor was decisive; «llliams defeated Bucknell on the basis
of a plurality of 12,000 votes in wWayne county, the state

headquarters of the Congress of Industrial Crganizations.4
Two months later, wWilliams was elected governor by upset-
ting Michigan's flamboyant Republican incumbent, Kim Sigler,

who was seeking his second term. 1.0 other Democratic

1McNaughton, pe 100.

zaalph C. James and Estelle Jinerstein James, Hoffa
and the Teansterss A Study of Union Foucr (Princeton, N.J.s
De. Van Nostrand Cumpany, inCe, 1365J), pe. 15.

3

FcNaughton, p. 150.

41p1d., p. 111.
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candidates were elected with williams: John w. Connelly
won the position of lieutenant goverunor, and Stephen Roth
was elected attorney yencrale.

The Letrolt free lress was critical of the support

willlams received frowm lakor. wsaitorialiy, the Free Press

stated an accussation that would be used ayalnst willlams
tarough all of his years as governor:

williams owes his election alwmoust entirely to
organized lauor, particularly the Clv, which rbacked
his cawpaign. 1t has been statea that wiiliams
was actually so much the candiadate of tne CiU that
with his election the capitol of iwicnigan woula
ve moved from Lansing to tne Hoiwmann building in
uet.roit.l

The political kise of williams

G. Mennen williams offered the Democratic party

some interesting credentials tlhat seemed to be inconsistent
with his liberal leanings. He was born Fekruary 23, 1911,

to Mr. and Mrs. Henry P. williams, a wealthy bLetroit couple.
Members of the williams fawmily were active Republicans.z
In his youth, williams attended Salisbury, an exclusive
Episcopalian boarding school in Connecticut. He matricu-
lated at Princeton University as a young man, and was in-
itiated into Phi Beta Kappa fraternity, a select national

society winose members are chosen for excellent scholarship.

williams was also president of the Young Republican Club

1i}etroit Frea Preas, Nov. 5, 1948, p. 6.

thNaughtun, pe. 26.
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at Princetcn.l

After his graduation from Princeton, williams en-
rolled at the University of Michigan law school. He became
a member of the Order of the Coif, an organization that
selects law students who have shown scholastic excellence.
His interest in the Democratlic party grew as he studied law.

“hen the United States entered world war 1I, williams
joined the Navy.. He became an officer, served aboard an
alrcraft carrier, and was discharged in 1946, with the rank

of liesutenant commander.

williams-Cavanagh Rivalry

when %“illiams ran for governor in 1548, one of the
ckscure campaign werkers in the Fifteenth Congressional
District in Detroit was Jercome P. Cavanagh, a twenty-year-
old political science studcnt a2t the University of Detroite.
He was campaligning for williams, and it was his first ven-

ture iato Democratic party politics.2

Aftexr he becare gov-
erncr, lwilliams aprointed Hugh McGeldrick, chairman of the
Young Democrats of tha Fifteenth District, to the position
of director of the Office cf Hospital Survey and Construc-—

tion. Cavanagh succeeded McGeldrick as chalrman of the

district's Young Democrats.3 And in 1950, Cavanagh, as

lﬁcNaugthn, De 25
ZInterview with Jercme P. Cavanagh, kayor, City
of Detroit, Nov. 28, 1367.

3Ir14.
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chairman, led his Young Democrats into a delegate squabble
in Detroit in opposition to Governor wWilliams.

Chairman Cavanagh jcined the side of the Old Line
vemocrats and teamsters against Governor williams support-
ers, which included the labor leaders who had backed him
in 19438, and a group of licerals identified with Americans

1 The dispute centered on the con-

for Democratic Action.
trol of a number of county and district conventions; the
ultimate goals were the sclection of delegates to the state
convention where party candidates were selected. There
were reports of scuffling, pushing, and fisticuffs. Wwhen
Nicholas Roth, convention chairman in the Fourteenth Dis-
trict, called the meeting to order with a gavel resembling
a kitchen potato masher, a rumor began that the supporters
of Governor williams were intimidating delegates with base-
ball bats.2 The convention, which solidified the pre-
eminence of williams in the state Democratlic party, became
known as the "ballbat convention."3
The victory for williawms and the liveral wing of
thua party was not without a frijhtful price. 50 weak was

the party after the delegate Lattle that fcrmar Governor

Harry F. kelley came within 1,154 votes of regaining the

lDetroit Free Presgs, March 20, 19to, pe. 3-A.

21bid.

31bid.
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1 williams went to bed

governor's chair from Williams.
election night thinking he had lost. The closeness of

the margin forced a recount which confirmed the re-election
of Governor Williams.

2 as williams

Cavanagh remained a "face in the crowd"
expanded the influence and direction of the Michigan Demo-
cratic party.

The recount in the Kelley race was the flrst of
two that williams had to undergo during his tenure as gov-
ernor. In 1952, 2 recount was ordered after williams de-

feated Fred M. Alger, Jr., former Secretary of State, by

8,618 votes.3

Cavana ‘h and MoNamara.--United States Senator

Arthur H. Vancenberg, a Repuklican from Grand Raplds who

had kesen highly influential in drafting the nation's for-

-

eign pelicy, died April 138, 1%51. GJoverncr williams, ex-
ercising his prerogative of &appointivent, chose Elalr Moody,
a young, handsome, liberal Detroit newspaperman, to f1ll
the vacancy. Governor williams &nd Senator Moody added

a riew dinension to Dewmocratlic party gatherings as they

campailgned together. 1In his first election test in 1952,

however, Senator lMoody was defeated.

luetroit Free Prezs, March 223, 19€6, p. 3-A.

2Interview with Cavanaghe.

3hichigan, Secretary cof State, I'ichi-2n Menuz}
1953~1954, p. 412.
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Two years later, Moody entered the Democratic pri-
mary to regain a seat in the Senate. lNoody, his support
from Governor williams notwithstanding, was opposed Ly
Patrick V. lMcNamara, an Irish labor leader from Letroit
who had served in many politlical capacities in hils home
area. Cavanagh, a law student at the University of Detroilt,
was a member of McNamara's campaign committee.1 He helped
prepare a radio show for McNamara, and he made speeches
on behalf of PlcNamara's cancidacy. Moody died unexpectedly
during the primary campaign, and McNamara, whose primary
nomination was assured with FMoody's death, defeated in-
cumbent Homer Ferguson, a Repgublican, the fcllowing November.

williams won his fourth consecutive term by defeat-
ir3 bonald E. Lecnard, former State Police Commissioner,
in 1954.

williams achieved his largest plurality as governor
in 1956 when he cdefeated his Republican opponent, Albert E.
Cobo, mayor of Uetroit, by 290,313.2 He carried Detroit
over Mayor Coko by a two to one margin.

In 1958, williams, who was seeking a sixth two-
year term, defeated Paul D. Fagwell, a prcfessor of speech
at Michigan State University. He became the first poli-

tician in the history of the United States to win six terms

11nterview with Cavanagh,

Zhichigan, Secretary of State, Michigan FMapual,
1957-1958, p. 421.
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as governor. His popularity, which helped other Democratic
party candidates in Michigan, won recognition across the
nation; his name was mentioned as a serious presidential

possibility in 1960.}

Financial Crisis.--Early in the new term, a finan-

clial crisis overtook state government. Governor williams
was blamed by Republicans with leading the state to "bank-
ruptcy.” Thae problem was insoluble with williams, a Demo-
crat, at loggerheads with a legislature that was dominated
by Republicans who were bitterly critical of the changes
the Governor and his party had brought to the political
life of Michigan. The colorful reputation that williams
had built over a decade was badly soiled, not only in Mich-
igan, but also across the nation, by the conflict. Governor
williams did not seek a seventh term in 1960. He led Mich-
igan Democrats to the side of United States Senatcr John F.
Kennedy of Massachusetts, who was seeking his party's pres-
idential nomination. Kennedy won the nomination and elec-
tion; and willliams was named Assistant Secretary of State

for African Affairs by the new Preslident.

The Political Rise of Cavanagh

Jexome P. Cavanagh was one of eight children born
to Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester J. Cavanagh, an Irish Catholic

couple who resided in the Grand River-Livernois section

1&cuaughton, pe 1o
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in Detroit. Cavanagh's father was a boilermaker at the
Ford Motor Company. Cavanagh attended St. Cecelia High
School, and the University of Detroit, a Catholic univer-
sity under the jurisdiction of the Society of Jesus, a
religious order. He earned a bachelor of philosophy de-
gree in political science ian 1950, and a bachelor of law
degree from the University of Detroit law school in 1954.

Cavanagh's "intellect™ was reported as "average"
when it was compared with the Phi Beta Kappa academic honor
earned by williams at Princeton University.1

Except for some local party responsibilities,
Cavanagh was inactive politically for nearly seven years
after the election of Patrick McNamara to the U.S. Senate.
Cavanagh practiced law during this period.

In 1961, with a seemingly insufficient power base
to commend him, Cavanagh decided to run for mayor; he was
thirty-three years old. Cavanagh threw his hat into the
ring without the support of labor, an important source of
strength in Detroit, and with the opposition of the two
major city newspapers, the Detroit News, and the Detroit

Free Press.

The Detroit News said editorially before the elec-

tion that incumbent Louis C. Miriani was better qualified

to hold the office than was Cavanagh.2

1Detroit Free Press, July 31, 1966, p. 1-D.

2Detrcit News, Nov. 2, 1961, p. 22-C.
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The Detroit Free Fress endorsed Mayor Miriani.

Editorializing against Cavanagh's efforts, the Pree Press

noted:

There have been large generalities and some

demagogic appeals but when they are winnowed down
and the chaff has been blown away we have not been
able to detect any residue of substance.l

Cavanagh defeated Mayor Miriani in the "biggest

political upset in 32 years" in Detroit.z

After Cavanagh's victory, the Detrolt News said

editorially:

This newspaper was not, to put it mildly, a

part of the Cavanagh fan club. Though we had some
reservations about Miriani's leadership, we had
many, many more doubts about Cavanagh. He is
Mayor, nevertheless, and we would be the last to
claim infallibility.

JObo
from the people for the fresh start nae promised.
And he has, from us and from all others in the com-
munity who wish greatness for Detroit and know that
there own futures depend upon it, firm and sincere
wishes for success in his task.3

Cavanagh has without doubt the vigor to do the
He has had a resounding vote of confidence

The Free Press said editorially, "we wish him well,

and recommend that he be given a generous opportunity to

live up to his supporters' faith before anyone says he

can't."”

4

1
2

31bid., Nov. 9, 1961, p. 22-C.

4Detroit Free Press, Nov. 8, 1961, p. 6-A.

Detroit Free Press, Nove. 6, 19681, pe. 8-A.

Detroit News, Nove. 8, 1961, p. 1.
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The Cavanagh Administration
Cavanagh was a convincing and able mayor who at-
tracted considerable state and national attention with his
administration of the city of Detroit. An important indus-
trial and commercial complex, Detroit would be expected
to receive recognition on its own in the normal course of
events. Cavanagh, however, expanded its lines of comamuni-
cation in an administration that intended to convey the
ideas of accomplishment and action. Cavanagh's administra-
tion was not unlike the youthful, public relations consclious
approach that marked the early years of the occupancy of
John F. Kennedy in the white House. A biographical sketch
issued by the Mayor's office pointed up the personality
Cavanagh displayed:
City Hall took on a remarkable transformation
once Cavanagh took office. His aggressive, hard-
driving leadership ignited a spark in municipal
government and Cavanagh soon became known as the
'Mayor who woke up a city.' Bright, imaginative
new appointees were placed in executive positions
as part of the Cavanagh assault on the status quo.l
Mayor Cavanagh became the first public official
to sarve simultaneously as president of the National League
of Cities, and president of the United States Conference
of Mayors, the two leading organizations of municipal of-

ficials in the United States.z He was appointed to khite

letroit, Cffice of the Kayor, "Mayor Jerome P.
Cavanagh: A Biographical Sketch,"” 1967. (Mimeographed),
RePeo

21p14.
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House commlittees for redevelopment, civil rights, manpower,
youth opportunity, and legislative recommendations.1

Mayor Cavanagh ran for re-election in 1965 with

the support of labor. The Detrocit News picked Mayor
Cavanagh over his opponent, walter Shamie.z The Detroit

Free Press endorsed Cavanagh for mayor with this editorial

refarence:?

e o« o [He]l has given the city the kind of intelli-
gent, imaginative leadership it needs. The trib-
utes to him which have appeared in the past few
months in national magazines are testimonlials to
his success--and the success of Detroit. we
strongly urge his reelection.3

McNamara's Mantle

Senctor Patrick V. McNamara informed his adminis-
trative assistant, Robert Perrin, in May of 1364, that he

4 This was two

would not be a candidate for re-election.
and one-half years before his term expired. The informa-
tion was withheld from the Senator's staff and from other
politicians to "reduce gossip and also to maintain some

kind of stability within the state party until the Senator

was ready for a formal announcement.“5 Perrin continued

Detroit, "Mayor Jerome P. Cavanagh."

Detroit News, Oct. 25, 1965, p. 22-A.

W N

Detroit Free Press, Nov. 1, 1965, p. 8-A,

‘Letter from Robert Perrin, Assistaant Director for
Government Relations, Cffice of Economic Cpportunity, Ex-
ecutive Cffice of the President, washington, D.C., March 5,
1968.

S1bid.
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to operate the Senator's office as 1f a campaign would be
conducted, stopping short of collecting funds.

“This was not entirely a smokescreenj there was
always the possibility that the Senator might change his
wind, and I did aof want to be unprepared,"l Perrin said.

Senator McNamara felt that the proper age for re-
tirement was near seventy.

“"He did not want to become physically unable to
do his job, as he had seen happen to other elderly sena-

2 Perrin noted.

tors,"
The Michigan Democratic party had lost much of the
vitality of the Williams years, and many important leaders
wanted the former governor to succeed Senator McNamara.
Much of the problem, however, rested with the decision by
Senator McNamara as to whether he would seek re-election.
wWilliams waited for Senator McNamara's decision.
The options had narrowed for williams since his departure
from Michigan in 1961 to join the Kennedy administration.
In 1963, Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson had succeeded
to the presidency after the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy in Dallas. At the Democratic National
Convention in 1960, williams had termed the sele:iion of

Johnson as Kennedy's running mate as a "mistake."3 Although

1Lette: from Perrin.

21p1d.

Sn———

3Detro;t Free Press, July 135, 1960, p. 1.
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williams was the Department of State's principal assistant
for Africa, others had been assigned more prominent roles
in the crises that had occurred in the Congo and Rhodesia.l

williams was a frequent visitor to Michigan and
he had remained in touch with the state Democratic party
during his five years in Washington.z 1t was reported as
"more than a little political mystery" when appearances
were scheduled for williams to speak at warren, ¥Ypsilanti,
Wyandotte, Detroit, and other places over the Fourth of
July holiday in 1965.3

In the fall of 1965, Mayor Cavanagh was occupled
with a campaign to win re—-election. Cavanagh was interest-
ed in going to washington as United States Senator but,
the mayor was not "consciocusly®” thinking about the Senate
during his mayoralty campaign; he was aware, however, of
the political opportunity that was building in the Demo-

4 He needed a substantial margin of victory

cratic partye.
over his opponent, walter Shamie, to further his political

career.s Cavanagh scored the victory he sought.

McNamara's Announcement

Senator McNamara would not say publicly that he

Detroit Pree Press, Feb. 9, 1966, p. 6-A.
Interview with G. Mennen willliams, Nov. 22, 1967.

Detroit News, July 2, 1965, p. 6-D.

Interview with Cavanagh.

" & W N

Interview with Cavanagh.
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would not be a candidate for re-election. Wwilliams and
Cavanagh would not oppose him for the nomination. The
quiet maneuvering to succeed McNamara, nevertheless, was
underway .

On December 18, 1965, Susan Scholle, daughter of
August Scholle, president of the Michligan American Federa-
tion of Labor-Congress of Industrial Crganizations, and
John T. Connor, Jr., son of the Secretary of Commerce in
the Johnson administration, were married in Vetroit. Among
the guests at the wedding reception were Senator PMcNamara,
williams, Cavanagh, and Neil Staebler, bemocratic National
Committeeman for Michigan. Senator McNamara, Cavanagh re-
calls, informed ti:em he would not be a candidate for re-
election:

I can recall very well that Pat McNamara was
seated over at a table, and 1 went over and sat
down and was chatting with him. Soany came over.
A lot of photographers were taking pictures. He
[McNamara] had told me, I think prior to Soapy's
coming to the table, that he was not going to be
a candidate, and he was gcing to serve out his
term, and then Soapy williams came. He said to
him, and I'm quite svre it was the first time
Soapy knew, because it was quite interesting,

Neil Staebler coame to the table too. He told
him the same thing, so he told us both at the
same time.

williams did not express any reaction. Staebler
sort of gave his reaction away. He asked him to
rereat it, that he didn't quite hear it. He was
a little surprised. That day I didn't express any
reaction, but it caused me to do some intensive
thinking.2

1

21n1d.

Interview with Cavanagh.
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Newspaper photos taken at the wedding of Senator
McNamara, Secretary Williams, and Mayor Cavanagh were pub-
lished the next day with political inferences. The caption
under a photo of Senator McNamara and williams read: "A
Political Dilemma: Senator Patrick McNamara, left (retir-
ing?), and G. Mennen williams (the potential successor?)

at Saturday's wedding."l

Beneath a photo of Cavanagh mov-
ing through the receiving line at the reception, the cap-
tion read: "Mayor Jerome P. Cavanagh greets the newlyweds.
He immediately went into a huddle with 'Soapy' willianms

and Senator Patrick McNama:a."z

1Detroit Free Press, Dec. 19, 1965, p. 1-D.

21p14d.



CHAPTER II
PRESSURES BUILD FCR A PRIMARY

United States Senator Patrick V. Mclamara announced
on February 23, 19€8, that he would not be a candidate to
succeed himself for a third term. The cate the Senator
chose to make public announcement was on the fifty-fifth
birthday of his friend, and possible successor, G. Mennen
williams, Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs.
williems was in washington, D.C., observing his tirthday
with a small group of African diplomats; he was confident
of Senator McNemara's support.l His most talked about rival
for the Demccratic party nomination, Jerome P. Cavanagh,
mayor of Detrecit, was in San Francisco, California.

There was never any doukt that wWilliams would be
a candidate if McNamara declded not to seek re-election.
Even before the Senator's announcement, there were expres—
giocns of support for williams. Cne of the most significant
statements came from August Scholle, who declared for
williams thirty-eizht days refore Mclamara publicly stepped

P

out of contention. williams had also arranged for James

1Interview with wWilliamse.

25etrolt News, Jan. 17, 19€6, p. l.

27
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Robinson, a Detroit Free Press reporter in Washington, to

join his campaign staff as press secretary before McNamara's
public disclosure.

In addition to quietly enlisting early support for
his pending campaign, he assessed his comparative strength
with his unannounced opponent. willlams had a poll taken
in December to determine his position in relationship to

1 The results delighted williams: Cavanagh

2

Cavanagh.
“wasn't close™ in the poll.

A cheering crowd greeted williams on Merch 3, 1966,
as he arrived at the Capitol in Lansing, ostensibly to be-
gin a tour around Michigan to plumb sentiment for his can-
didacy. Five days later, cn March 8, killiams announced
that he would be a candidate for the United States Senate.
If he survived a primary, wWilliams would have to run against
U.S. Representative Robert Griffin who appeared to be head-
ing for the Republican nomination unopposed and with the
support of Governor Romney and other Republicans.

The Detroit Free Press editorlalized that Michigan

would be done a great disservice by those critics who re-
kindled o0ld partisan quarrels with the candidacy of williams.
The editorial added:

e « o The point is whether Soapy williams, now 55,
with a lifetiime of public service in Fichigan and

llnterview with James Robinson, campaign press sec—
retary to G. Mennen williams, Feb. 10, 19&7.

2lnterview with williams.
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washington, in domestic and international affairs,
is the best possible cholice for senator.

we'll reserve that decision for later, after
all the candidates have announced and after the
campaign tralls have been traveled.

But it already app=zars that Michigan will be
the winner. 1In Republican Robert Griffin and in
the Democrat wWilliams, there are already two can-
didates qualified for the office by ability and
experience.l

Cavanagh's Dilemma

In the weeks after Senator McNamara's private dis-
closure at the Scholle-Connor wedding of his impending po-
litical retirement, Cavanagh struggled internally with an
implacable ambition and an expanding, highly unfavorable
cluster of political facts. A seat in the United States

Senate held a "certain attraction”2

for Cavanagh; so he
began casting about for political and financial backing
for a camnpaign to attain that seat.

The problem of political "timing" was important
in the deliberations that Cavanagh had with his advisers.
williams, at age fifty-five, could be expected to stay in
the United States Senate for the remainder of his political
career if he were elected. NMichigan's other United States

Senator, Fhilip A. Hart, a popular Democrat, was only

fifty-four. 1If Cavanagh did not choose to seek election

lL)etroit Free kress, rarcn 8, 1966, p. 6-A.

°Interview with Cavanaghe.
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at this opportunity, another might not arrive for "fifteen
or twenty years."l

A poll ordered by Cavanagh clearly established the
early superior position of williams among the clcctorate.2
Although a firm believer in polls, Cavanagh began to "ra-
tionalize."3

"I wanted that job so badly that I began to build
a series of reasons why I could overcome what the polls

4

s212,"" Cavanagh recalled later.

A wWilliams Steamroller

1f the Michigan Democratic party engaged in a
seriously contested senatorial primary, there was always
the danger of a party split that could not be repaired by
the time a runoff election occurred with the Republican
nominee in November. The leadership also recognized that
two highly expensive primary campaignsg would have to be
financed along with the final campaign. There appeared
to be l1little enthusiasm among party leadership for a pri-
mary, and their choice to succeed Senator McNamara was

williams.>

1Interview with Cavanagh.

N

Ivid,

Inid,

»

I-1d.

Slnterview with Cavanagh, Dec. 7, 1967.
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The Democratic party was searching for a nominee
to oppose Governor George Romney who was expected to seek
re-election as another step toward his presidential cam-
paign. Many saw a highly desirable compination in williams
as the senatorial nominee, and Cavanajh as the gubernatorial
nominee. The option did not appeal to Cavanaghe. The thought
¢f being in the Senate where he would ke cae of a few na-
tional political figures with primary knowledge of urtan
affairs was much more inviting.
The announcement in January Ly August Scholle of
his early sugpcrt for willizms was followed with similar
exrressions from other Democrats. Representatives of five
of the 8ix concressional ¢istricts in wayne county lndicated
a preference for williams after meetingy with him, David
Lebenbcm, wayna County Democratic Chairman, reported. The
district not represented at the mesting had previously
voiced support for williams.1
Cavanagh interpreted the public suggort for the
williams candidacy as a "stzamroller” tactic designed to
discourage him.from entering a primary.z The atmosphere
that was developing in January and February for williams,
however, had the effect of pushing Cavanagh into the race.
"« ¢« o« The position I have as an unencumbered of-

fice holder would be shot overnight if I let them pat me

lietroit News, Febs 26, 1965, pe 3=As

2lnterviaw with Cavanagh, Dec. 7, 19067.
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on the head and say, 'Sit down boy. Wwait your turn,"'1

Cavanagh commented.

Press Encourages a Primary

Cavanagh wavered over whether to run for the Sen-
ate. One day it seemed he would be a candidate, and on
the next day, the turn of events discouraged further con-
sideration. He had received expressions of support. Among
them was a former ally in the 1950 "ballbat convention"
delegate squabbles, James K. Hoffa, head of the teamsters
union.2

The two major metropolitan newspapers, the Detroit

News and the Uetroit Free kress, kept the issue alive.

There were news stories, editorial cartoons, editorials,
and comments from columnists. Cne of the first of the new
year was on January 4, 1966, fifty days before senator
McNamara publicly withdrew from contention, when the Detroit
News twitted Cavanagh with an editorial cartoon about enter-
ing the primary.3

The News pointedly said in an editorial before
williams had announced his candidacy, that August Scholle
was calling for a closed primary. The editorial added:

We can think of a variety of political reasons
why Jerry Cavanagh might prefer to wait for more

lDetroit Free Press, April 4, 1966, p. 12-A,

21bid., Febe 5, 1966, pe 3=he

ct——

BDctrcit News, Jan. 4, 1966, p. 22-A.
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auspicious time and rnot take up arms against the
Scholle dictatorship in Democratic party councils.
Having said that, we hope he might make a try at
it and give Michigan Democrats a chance to vote
for a senate contender who doesn't wezr a leash.t

Cf williams, the Lcircit lMews ncocted that he was

departing fron washington et a time when "African affeirs
are as dangerously chaotic as Michigan's flnances were dur-
ing his tour at Lansing."2
Cn March 9, 1966, Mayor Cavanagh was challenged
to enter the race by his friend, kEdgar C. (Doc) Greene,

a columnist for the bD~2trolt News. Greene wrote:

One of the things that 13 beginnling to kug me
about williams and Gus Scholle, and even some of
my own bretiren, is their arrant assurption that
williams is already the Democratic candidate.

tveryone assures me that Mayor Cavanagh, if
he chcse to try and ¢go to washington and pry out
federal funds for the state instead of merely the
city, woeuld have no chance against williaies.
[ ] [ ) [ ] L] L ] L] [ [ ] . [ ] L] . L ] L ) L [ ] L] L ] L] L] o L] [ [ )

And all of the p=ople, especially including
my brethren on the political beat, even while
they're explaining why Soapy is a cinch, are also
admitting that they will vote for Cavanagh if he
chocoses not to go stand in a corner as tie perty
has apparently bade him.

1 wouldn't like a guy who went and stood in
a cernar just because a lot of duffcrs tnoujyit
they owed something to Soapy.

who owes Soapy anything?3

Greene's column was "uncconsciously" a determining

loetroit News, Feb. 27, 1966, p. 14-B.

21pi4.

3petrolt News, March 9, 1966, p. 20-D.
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factor in Cavanagh's decision to run for the United States

Senate.l

Five days later, will Muller, a Uectroit News edi-

torial columnist and writer, descrived Cavanagh as “young,
vigcrous, and articulate « « « [a man who] could become

2 If this was intended to e additional

a glant killer."
encouragement to Cavanagh to make a decision, it was un-
necessary; the Mayor had already committed himself pri-
vately. He announced on March 19.3

The vVetroit News editorialized on the Cavanagh

candidacy:

Tnis newspaper's enthusiasm for Cavanach's
willingness to defy the back-room king-makers and
enter the senate race is not unalloyed.

A live primary between two men who have made
public names for themselves, each qualified on the
face of things for the office at stake, is not the
worst thing that could happen to a party or a state.d

with Cavanagh's candidacy, the DLetroit Free Press

cautioned editorially that the city risked tha loss of a
full-time mayor during the campaign. However, the Free
Presg editorial added:

e o o« he i3 unquestionably cualified for the sen-

ate post he seeks, in many ways uniquely qualified
for having taken a leadership role in shaping the

Interview with Cavanagh, Dec. 7.

Dotreit N?"'S, March 14, 1966, Pe 6-RB.

Dobtenie Newe, March 19, 1966, p. 1-A.

LT B S R
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creative federalism which links the metropolitan
areas more closely to the nation's capital. He
commands national respect.

e o« o & senate race with so many top-flight and
fully qualified candidates 13 one tnac Michigan
voters, of whztever political stripe, can applaud.

1aetroit Free Press, March 21, 1966, p. 8=A.,




Clink ToR 111

CAMFAIGN TECHNIQUES: MaTHCOS,
UlJucllvansy Anw CURIUNICALICN

The previous political encounters between G. Mennen
williams and Jerome P. Cavanagh, the similarities and con-
trasts of their personalities and political careers, added
an interesting dimension to the senatorial primary election.
Both men were tall--williams at six feet four inches, and
Cavanagh at six feet one inch--~-a definite campaian asset
in a crowd. <They were outwardly friendly, out-going can-
didates who could meet voters easily; they were lawyers,
natives of uvetroit, the most iwmportant vemocratic area in
Michigan. Both had previously established important sup-
port in their home arease.

williams had run for governor the first time at
the age of thirty-seven. Cavanagh was elected mayor of
tha fifth largest city in the United States in his first
bid for office at the age of thirty-three. Neither had
been defeated at the polls.

The williams family financlal holdings in the
Mennen Company, a soap products manufacturing firm, was
responsible for the nickname of."Soapy“ that williams had
acquired. An inveterate campaigner, williams had called

square dances, had shaken hands constantly, and had

36
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traveled endlessly around PMichigan during his twelve years
as governor. He was the governor when inhabitants of the
state still vividly recalled the Great Uepression, and the
unhappy, sometimes bloody labor organizing eiforts in the
1930's. Unemployment benefits, some early steps in civil
rights, mental health, and the growtn of government, the
enlargement of educational opportunities, and wany otuner
problems occupied state govermument. Tie young people in
Michigan's colleges and universities were menbecrs of the
"gilent generation" of students in the 1950's.

The seventeen years of age that separated willliams
and Cavanagh represented an unusual period in the nation's
history. Young and popular, Cavanagh was representative
of a new type of political personality that had becone
increasingly evident in American politics after the elec-
tion of John F. Kennedy *“o the presidency. Articulate,
with a keen sense of public relations awout him, Cavanagh
exhibited an appealing, easy style. He was much closer
in age to the growing numbers of impatient young people
who were making up a larger share of the electorate. The
college generation of the 1%60's was noisy and politically
active. They marched for civil rights, against the war
in Vietnam, and they broke down many barriers that had
preserved the existing order.

Government in the sixties was expected to seek
out problems and provide rapid answers to them. The old

phrase that government that governs least is best had lost
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some of its meaning.

williams believed before the campaign that his old
political strength would reassert itself.1 Cavanagh was
convinced that he was pclitically "hot."2

Camnalisn Tochrnisios

Lapel pins that were replicas of the grecn polka
dot bow tle trademark of G. Mennan willlams ware distrib-
uted during the sepatcriel prirary campeiin by the former
governor's supporters. ©during his years in tre state house,
williams had camrpalined constantly and had turned the bow
tie into a visually powerful camgeign symiol. williams
and his kow tie did not have a problem of recoynition dur-
ing the 1930's. Wwith the bLow tie a5 his sy:iol, williams,
using personal contact and ¢ld politlcel 1cyeltles and
friendshigs, scught to re-est. .lish hirmzelf in the primary
to a position of prominence in the Michigan Cemdcratlc partye.

Cavanagh aad his supporters distrikutad netal click-
ing cdovices that children commonly call “"coiclhets," and
they were cescribed ia cne instance as scunding like a
"horde of locusts."3 The noisy, uslgquitcuas "crickets”
were synbolic of Cavanagh's camnpalyn technigudes: he made

hils appeal for votes with a rnolsy, media-criented campaigne

 interview with willisea.
21uterview with Cavainayh, hovs 23.

3setroit News, July 16, 19365, p. 4-B.
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A  pre-campaign assessment of the primary suggested
to williams that he still had a solid base of support in
Michigan. His principal objective was to prevent any ero-
sion of his position under the vagaries of a political cam-
paign and the aggressive challenge from Cavanagh. Williams
had to accomplish his objective without alienating Cavanagh
and his supporters; they were necessary for the runoff elec-
tion in November.,

williams added one more important feature to the
primary that he was confident of winning. Inasmuch as the
fall campaign against a Republican opponent would be shorter
in duration, williams arranged some of his primary efforts
to build support for the runoff election.1

Cavanagh recognized that he was behind. A short-
age of tiwme to overtake his opponent, and a problem of rec-
ognition outstate, were considered to be Cavanagh's two

2 To compensate

major handicaps as he entered the campaign.
for these deficiencies the decision was made to make sig-
nificant use of television, radio, newspapers, and other
media, blended with a mixture of personal contact.3

Cavanagh also cobtained the services of the United States

Research and Development Corporation, a firm that organizes

1Inte.rview with williams.

2Interview with Robert E. Toohey, Campaign Manager
for Cavanagh, Sept. 15, 1265,
3 }Jido
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and operates political campaigns for candidates.

Dialog with the People

williams formally kegan his campalgn for the Demo-
cratic nomination to the Senate on April 11, 1966, at §
a.m., when he began sheking hands with workmen who were
entering the bast Jefferson Assembly plant of the Chrysler
Corporation in Detroit. His previous political canipaigns
had kegun and had ended at the same factory gate.

The williams campaign was centered around the theme
of a "Dialog with the Fszople,” which was esseatlially the
interpersonal communications technique that he had adopted
so successfully as governor. The appearance of williams
at gatherings, the importance of handshakes and personal
greetings, and the rcnewal of old acqualntances, were
fundamental polints to the willlams method.

The person-to-parson tecinnique contained the im-
portant feature of instant feedback,1 which was exception-
ally important to williams who had been absent from Mich-
igan's hustings for six years.2 This was one method to

determine which 1ssues were occupying the electorate.

1Feedback is the response that a sender of com-
munications receives from his audiences. Smiles, hand-
shakes, crowd sizes, and similar responses are examples
of feedback. This feedback provided williams with evidence
of the reaction of voters to his return to Michigan poli-
tics.

2Interview with &£ddie McGloin, willianms' Campaign
Manager, Aug. 24, 1965.
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Issues were also determined by scientific polling.1

The Williams dlalog strategy was welcomed by his
political allies and friends who envisaged the campaign
as a big step to restore the state Democratic party to
its winning ways. To them, williams was a message in him-
self. He attended breakfasts, lunches, dinners, gatherings
during the day and late at night. Wwilliams®' campaign sched-
ule was extremely tight and comprehensive; at one point,
it even contained the notation that arrangements were be-
ing made to have him usher in church on Easter.

Although williams represented a message in himself,
he did not ignore the issues. He 1ssued a widely distrib-
uted position paper con Vietnam. He discussed puklic edu-
cation, civil rights, inflation, economics, the war on
poverty, water pollution, and other 1issues.

There wera moments of humor and embarrassment for
the former governor. He accepted a pair of polka dot swim-
ming trunks at a splash party. And he, along with Cavanagh,
was fined twenty-five cents in a humorous kangaroo court
at the Traverse City Cherry Festival. williams was also
asked to leave a Children's Parade at the festival because
of rules on political participation. He was ushered from

a plant gate of the Ford Motor Company at Monroe because

lﬁarvey Dzodin, "Political Campaigns: A Study in
Theory and Fractice," an urpublished paper prepared on the
williams-Cavanagh election for police science research at
Michigan State University, Sept. 1, 19286, p. 29.
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he failed to obtain permission in advance to stop and cam-

1

paign. He was also asked to leave a Michigan Employment

Security office because of government rules against cam-

paigning in certain public offices.?

Lezgerghln Su~nort,-=/illilans wculd have had dif-

ficulty conducting his dizlog technique without strong
backing from the lecadership throuvghtout the state. He had
organizations in every county. Ile pledged that he would
visit every county in the primary, and he honcred hLls pledge.
The tremendous groundswell of support was evident
at the annual Democratic party Jefferson-Jackson day dinner
in Detroit where Meyor Cavanagh received "werm applause”
and the partisans "went wild" when williams was introduced.3
"I guess 1'm in his home kall park," Cavanazh sald
to his neighbor at the dinner, form.r Governor John B.
Swainson, after the applause for willlams.
"Yes," Swailnson replied, "but remember also that
is where the game is going to be played."4
williams was endors=d by the state American Federa-
tion of Labor-Congress of Industrial Crganizations, a sig-

nificant portion of the state Democratic party, desplte

Detreoit Maws, May 19, 19C6, p. l.

Detroit Free Press, July 30, 1966, p. 3-A.

aal)l Street Jcurnzl, July 27, 1966, p. 10.

W NN

Ibid.
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a protest by Mayor Cavanagh for neutrality.l

Negroes are an active political group in the state
Democratic party, and both candidates eagerly sought their
support. when williams was governor, the first Negro was
placed on a Democratic state ticket. Cavanagh had estab-
lished rapport with Negroes, too. An indication of the
probable turn of events occurred when 15,000 persons, most-
ly Negroes, attended a Freedom Rally at Cobo Hall in Detroit.
Cavanagh drew applause for a speech he gave at the meeting.
williamg arrived late and his entrance was described as
resembling "Santa Claus arriving at Hudson's on Thanks=-

2 br. Martin Luther King, Jr., head of

giving morning.”
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and a prom-
inent civil rights leader, was embraced by Wwilliams.

Cavanagh also found himself contending with a dif-
ficult rumor among the Negroes in Detroit. The rumor sug-
gested what better combination for the cause of civil rights
could the Negroes have with williams as Senator and Cavanagh
as mayor of Detroit.

Further evidence of support for williams came from
the endorsements. The First Congressional District, Mayor
Cavanagh's home district and the mowst populous congressional

district in Michigan with 417,000, endorsed williams.>

1

°Ipid., June 29, 1966, p. 1l.

3Detroit Free Press, May 30, 1966, p. 3-A.

Detroit News, June 2, 1966, p. l.
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williams eventually won a clean sweep of Wayne county dis-
tricts, including the Thirteenth and Fourteenth, both heav-

ily populated by Negroes.

Willi=2ms anAd +re Press.,=--willicms ¢1d nct need the

Michigan press to help hiax defeat haycr Cavanagh in the
primary election. It was not a major concern in canpaign
planning. For many years &s governcr, williams had an un-
friencly press, and it began to reassert its hcstility dur-
ing the campaign. News releases were mailed out regularly
during thLe campalgn to IMichigan dailies, wecklies, radio
and television stations. Special attempts were made to
place stcries in the labor and Nejyro press.1 The purchase
of radio and television time was limited, &nd no billboard
space was obtained.2 williams wais holding his resources

for the general election.

The Spirit of '66

The open primary election system in Michigan per-
mits voters to choose eithaer party's ballot, although ticket
splitting is not permissible. Aware that hls candildacy
angered many leaders in the Democratic party, Cavanagh at-
tempted to use this open primary to his advantage by en-

couraging Republicans to cross over and vote for him. He

1Interview with Rokbinson.

2 etrcit Mews, June 17, 1966, pe 9-D.
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also courted independent voters.1

The type of campaign that Cavanagh had planned to
accomplish his task became evident on March 19, 1965, the
day he annouancead for tlie Seaate. A banner across the room
where Cavanagh read hls announcement said: "Bosses for
Soapy--People for Jerry."2

Five minute television announcenments of Cavanagh's
decision to run for the Senate were released through eighteen
television stations throughout Fichigan on the day the mayor
declared his candidacy. In addition, Cavanagh went by air-
plane to Grand Rapids and Marquette to repeat his announce-
ment. He was accompanied on the flight by four prcfessional
football players, all of whom were known to Michlgan tele-
vision football fans: Wayne vwalker, Joe Schmidt, John
Gordy, all of the Detrolt Lions, and Earl Morrall, a for-
mer Michigan State University and Lions player who had
moved to the New York Glants.

Cavanayh's campalign literature and billboards pro-

3

claimed "The Spirit of 66." He described williams as a

man whose "tired answers and slojans cf the '40's and 'SO's"4

were not applicable to the problens cf the 1960's and 1970°'s.

1Detroit Free Press, July 31, 1966, p. 1-B.

N

Detroit News, March 20, 1966, p. l.

w

¥all Street Jourral, July 27, 1966, p. 10.

41v14.
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Underdog Role.~-The campaign staff Cavanagh had
assembled considered the Mayor to be their biggest asset.!
He was young, could adapt well under any kind of situation,
was politically shrewd, and he was likeable. He did not
lose his poise when he was confronted with the formidable
opposition in his own partye.

Inasmuch as he was behind at the outset, Cavanagh
believed that he had to carry the fight to williams.? His
attack early in the campaign came in the form of issues.

He was hopeful that he could draw williams into debates.
His polls were accented toward determining the issues in
the minds of the electorate, giving the Mayor timely talk-

3 The polls disclosed the

ing points during the campaign.
electorate was concerned most about the war in Vietnam,
with education and inflation as their next concerns.4
Position papers were developed on Vietnam, civil rights,
and highway safety. OCthers were planned for education and
inflation, but they were never completed.S

On Vietnam, the Mayor said, "1 had to establish

in the minds of the people that there was a distinct

llnterview with Toohey.

zlnterview with Cavanagh, Nov. 23.
3Interview with Toohey.

%1p14.

SInterview with Anthony Ripley, former assistant
to Mayor Cavanijzh, Feb. 26, 1968.
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difference between my views and those of wj.lliams."1

The position Cavanagh took on Vietnam, while it
was a position of conscience, was intended to be an impor-
tant piece of evidence that he was not hesitant about tak-
ing "new and different positions in the sixties."2

~

A Chixnaa in apnrozch.=--Cn May 14, 135&, Cavanagh

returnad from a sixtezn-day trip to Lurcepe. FHe had led

a trade and travel delegation to Zurope a2t the requast of
Joha T. Connor, United States Secretery of Coamierce. Wwhen
the opportunity had been oiffered, Cavanejh recognized that
it could provide him with some nceded foreign policy ex-
posure that was lacking in his political bhackground. The

Detroit News sent a reporter to Europe to accoapany Cavanagh

and his celegation. The Free Press did not. Desplite spec-

ially arranged, timely-kri=fings 1n Germany, France, and
other countries c¢f western ZSurope, the coverage was dis-
appointing.3 In addition, he was absent when Senator
Patrick V. McNamara died on April 30. After Cavanagh
returned to Detroit, some changes were planned in his
campalign methods.

Cavanagh turned increasingly to the handshaking

type of apgroach that williams had been practicing, and

1Interview with Cavanagh, Nov. 28.

2144,

BIbido. Dece. 7.
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Cavanagh began attacking williams personally. He began
mentioning "payless paydays,®” a charge Republicans fre-

i

quently made against williams. The Senate, Cavanagh said,

was not a pasture to pay off old political debts.z

Cavanagh's advisers, williazm Haddad and his asso-
ciate, Robert Clampitt, of the United States Research and
Development Corporation, came up with a slogan, "Ability
Makes the Lifference." The implication was to suggest that
Cavanagh could lead in Detroit even though he had balky
opposition on the City Council, while wWilliams had not
been able to lead with a difficult legislature in Lansing.®

Haddad and Clampitt had previously assisted Robert
King High, mayor of Miami, Florida, in his campaign for
the Democratic nomination of governor of Florida. Haddad
had also assisted the late President John F. Kennedy, and
John Lindsay, mayor of New York.4

The Haddad and Clampitt campaign corporation de-
vised a campaign technique. 1In the Sheraton Cadillac Hotel
in Detroit, the firm established an electronic center that
had a direct dial telephone to every radio and television

station in Michigan. Cavanagh's voice was recorded on the

campaign trail and then sent out from the electronics center

Detroit Free Press, July 17, 1966, p. 4-A.

Detroit News, July 13, 1966, p. 18-A.

Interview with Cavanagh, Nov. 28.

[ " I S

Detroit News, June 20, 1966, p. 24-C.




49

over high fidelity tape recorders to the broadcast media.
Operators, who were skllled in the language of newsmen and
disc jockeys, would strike up a conversation and then offer
“thirty seconds of Cavanagh." Cccasionally, recordings
of Williams were offered. The williams statements were
credible, kut the most favorable statemeants that he made
were not offered to the disc Jockeys.1
The attacks began drawing replies from williams
who otherwise had tried to ignore Cavanaghe. williams be-
gan using "silly" and "madness" to descrilbe his opponent's
efforts.2 On July 29, williams charged Cavanagh with ylield-
ing to the "influence of the Madison Avenue mercenarics."3
In the final weeks of the campaign, Cavanagh took
a one-month vacation from hLis duties as mayor to devote
full time to the election. He also purchased space on 300
billboards across Michigan.4 Sone television spot announce-
ments and five-minute talks were taped to be broadcast over
television and radio stations throughout the state. He
also tock an old fashioned campaign whistle-stcp train trip
across the state, and then as a contrast, he flew in a jet

plane to a nunber of citles in Michigan.s

1Interview with Ripley, Nov. 23, 19%6.

N

Detroit Nevws, July 22, 1966, p. 13-A.

31v1d., July 29, 1965, p. 1l-A.

Detrolt Free Press, July 3, 1556, pe. l.

&

SInterview with Ripley, Nov. 23, 1956.
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The Issue of Debate

williams conducted a campaign that all but publicly
ignored the existence of his opponent. Wwilliams was out
front, and he could gain little by sparring verbally with
Cavanagh. In addition, there was the danger of splitting
the partye.

williaims, however, did acknowledge the politicel
presence of Cavanagh by repeatedly expressing concern when
the Mayor left his office to campaign.

"He felt we were counting the hours he was away
from thae office," williams' press secretary, James Robinson,
sald. "uwe were trying to throw him off balance. He was
trying to explain why he was serving as mayor and running
for the senate."1

Unlike Williams, Cavanajh conducted a campaign that
mentioned the former governor at every possible turn. When
he announced for the Senate, Cavanagh invited williams to
debate the 1ssues. lle repeated the challenge throughout
the campaign.z

Mayor Cavanagh tried unsuccessfully to draw williams
into a debate. Facile, articulate, Cavanagh has a fine
speaking voice; he presented a sharp contrast to williams

who spoke in a slow, unattractive nasal monotone.

llnterview with Roklinsone.

2Detroit News, March 19, 1969, p. 1-A.
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The repeated challenges by Cavanagh were reported

in the news columns of the Detroit Free Press and the

Detrolt News.

The Free Press observed editorially:

we're not saying williams is chicken if he doesn't
delate Cavanagh face to face on televisicu. liead=-
on debates are dramatic, but give more weight to
mnake-up and glibness than capacity or conipreheasione.

wa're not saying that cumpaign style is the
best way of judging candidates. Their experience
and past records are more iaportaiite.

we are ralsing a guestion: 7o what extent has
williams been able to convert his concern for people
aad his exgpericaces into a cohesive aud dintelligent
command of the issues that will face tha Senate?
At this point in tie caupaign, wio kiows?l

when willlaws told the Scventeanth Congressional

District executive committee that he would not fall for

the "political trick" of devating, tune Lctroit Nows noted

editorially:

Former Gove Geo Meanen williuns efliorts to drape
himself in the Kennedy mantle during his campaign-
ing for the U.5. Seaate came a cropper the other
nignt when he in effect called the late President
Joan F. Kennedy a political trlckster.
[ ] L L . [ J L) L ] L [} L . ® [ ] ® L] [ 2 L] ® . [ 2 L ) [ ] [ L ]

when John F. Kennedy debated the issues witn
former Vice-President Nixon in four highly publi-
clzed teievision programs in 196Gy, he was widely
acclaimed in the Lemocratic party for his 'states-~
manship.' And Lis showing in tie TV deoates was
widely credited with having turned the tide in his
favor.

But nuw deating the issues wita an opponent
is just a 'political trick,!' williams says. 1Is

1Detroit Free Press, July 13, 1966, pe. 6-A.




52

that what it was in 1960, too, governor? Cr do
you fear the results would be the same as they

werelin 1960 when the underdog emerged victori-
ous?

loetroit News, July 10, 1966, p. 14-B.




CHAPTER IV

DETROITs FCOCAL PCOINT FUR CCMMUNICATIONS

The city of Detroit is the focal point of a mctro-
politan complex that Ilnvests its=21f of three populous coun-
ties in the southeastern section of Michigan. In the last
federal census, the Cetrclt Standard lMetropolitan Statis-
tical Area, which comprises tha countiss of i/ayne, Cakland,

1 Tuls was

and Macomb, recorded a population of 3,752,3%50.
43 per cent of the pepulaticn 1listad for thae entire state.
Inhabitants of the metropolitan ar2a are kound together

by common regional interests in transpertation, commerce,
government services, recreation, and mass comnunication.
This cohcsive, intricate, inter-related economic, social,
and political community was the base for patterns of com-
munication that have an influence cn large portions of
Michigan.

Detroit was the fulcrum for the Democratic party.z

It was particularly impcrtant in the «williams-Cavanagh

primary because it was an important support base for

1U.S., Bureau of Census, U.S. Census of Population:
1960 General Ponulation Characteristics, M..chigan. Final
Report ko (1)-243 (washangeuiny Leves Guveliueiab Printing
Office, 1961), p. 35.

2

Interview with willilams.
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Cavanagh, and it had been important to williams in the past.
Although the population figures were impressive, the char-
acter of the population was more interesting. Labor and
minority groups ccmprised significant parts of Detrodlt.

Cf Michigan's 1,179,000 residents engaged in manu-
facturing in 1966, some 618,200 worked in metropolitan

Detroit.l

Equally noteworthy were the statistics that
indicated the metropolitan area had 75,300 of the states
141,600 employees in transportation and utilities, and
49,400 of NMichigan's 112,C00 construction employees.2
These were highly unionized industries, and labor had cast
its ballots in the past for the Democratic party candidates.
Labkor had delivered the Democratic majorities that helped
williams win the FMichigan gubernatorial race six times in
succession.3 Cavanagh had received the support of labor
in Lis re-election campaign.

The U.S. Bureau of the Census in 1960 listed metro-
politan vetroit as having 558,870 Negroes.4 Negroes have

traditionally affiliated themselves with the Democratic

1U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Emrlcyment and
Earnings and Monthly Report of the Labor Fcrce, X1V, NO
7’ 750

21514,

35amue1 J. Eldersveld et sl., Political Affiliation
in Metroprolitan Detroit, University of Michigan Governmental
Stuuics, iwe w9 (Aun acocr, Miched Bureau of Government,
Institute of Public Administration, 1957), p. 87.

‘U.S. Census of Population, p. 76.
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party in overwhelming nunbers.l

Neither candidate could
have ignored this sizeable, and politically motivated,
minority without placing his candidacy in jeopardy.

Labor and the Negro community were political acti-
vists with their own channels of communication throughout
Michigan. Labor contracts negotiated in Detroit formed
the mould for auto supply industries throughout Michigan.
The cause of civil rights had attracted Negroes from every
part of Michigan.

The relationship of labor and the Negro community
entwined further in the industrial plants of Kichigan.
with upward mobility still generally denied to Negroes,

a large number were employed in factorles where the prob-
lems of greater opportunity and civil rights were closely
bound together. This mixture established a special frame

of reference for communicatione.

Area Voiting Strength

After a pclitician is elected to cffice, he accepts
the role cf spokesman for his constituency. Py virtue of
his office, he 1s in a position to influence opinion, not
only in his own constituency, but also, as his prestige
grows, among his legislative colleagues, and voters in
other constituencies. 7ihe opportunities for leadership

from the Detroit area in the legislature are without

luldersveld, pp. 87, 88.
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parallel in outstate or northern Michigan. Voters in the
counties of wayne, Oakland, and Macomb elect nineteen of
the thirty-eight members of the state Senate; fifty-four
of 110 members of the House of Representatives are elected
from the same area.1 The interaction of various members
of the legislature with each other form other networks of
communication that bear on state-wide candidacies and cam-
paignse.

Cne of the mcst important state-wide Democratic
primary elections since world war II occurred in 1960 when
John B. Swainson, lleutenant governor, sought the guberna-
torial nomination. G. Mennen williams had declined to seek
re-election. Swainson won the nomination over James M.
Hare and Edward Connor on the basis of his plurality in
Detroit. There were 540,454 ballots cast in the primary,
and 342,457 were from metropolitan Detroit.2 Swainson
received 274,473 votes, and of these, 187,373 were cast

in metropolitan Detroit.3

lass Media and Fuhlic Cpiniona

The more personal the ccomrmunication, the more

lThesa figures include fractional districts.

2Hichigan, Secretary of State, i‘ichisan Manual,
1961-1962, pp. 399, 430.

3lichigan, Michigan Manual, 1961-1962, pp. 399,

400.
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effective it is in converting opinion.1

Candidates, how-
ever, would face an insurmountable task if they had to con-
tact each voter in a campaign. The responsibility for pro-
viding ianformation to tlhie masses has been accepted by the
mass media, including newspapers, television, radio and
magazines. 1he mass meuia form an important part of man's
daily environment; they are considered to be reliable by
its readers.2

The mass media are highly critical to the endless
networks of personal communication that surround people
by nourishing them with information. Ideas tend to flow
from the mass media to opinion leaders who influence inter-
personal communication, suggesting a process that has been
called the "two step flow" in communication.3

An unusually heavy burden is placed on the mass
media in bDetroit with the heavy coincentration of adherents
to the Democratic party. The information they disserinate
reaches opinion leaders who are in a position to influence

large segments of the Michigan Lemocratic party.

1Bernard berelson, "Cowmunications and Public Opin-
ion," in Reader in Public Cpinion and Communication, Bernard
Berelson ana LoOrris Janowitz (eus.) (wlencoe, 1ll.: Free
Press, 1950-53), p. 452.

2Joseph T. Klapper, The Effects of Mass Media (New
York: Bureau of Applied Social hesearcn, Columniia Univer-

3Pau1 F. Lazarsfeld, Bernard Berelson, and Hazel
Gaudet, The kecple's Choice (New York: Columpla University
Press, 1548), p. 151.
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The focal points for mass dissemination of news
in Detroit are the two major daily newspapers. The oldest
is the Detroit Free Press, founded in 1831, the last sur-

viving morning daily newspaper of general circulation in
Michigan. The Free Press 1s a politically independent

newspaper1 and it is published by the Knight Newspapers,
Incorporated, which also publishes the Hersld in Miami,

Florida, the Beacon Journal in Akron, Chio, and the Cbserver

in Charlotte, North Carolina.
The other major dally newspaper in the city is the

Detroit News, whlc has the largest circulation of any news-

paper in Michigan. Founded in 1873, the News 1s currently
published by the Evening News Assoclation, and the editor

is lartin Hayden. The Detroit News is published weekday

afternoons and Suncday mornings, with a strong emphasis on

home delivery.

wire Services

The Associated Press and the United Press Inter-
national are rnews gathering services that have cffices
around the world. &ach wire scrvice maintains naticnal
and state wires throujhcut tiie United States. Stories are
routed from their sources into this expansive arterial sys-
tem. News cof limited geoyraphic imzortance or interest 1s

kept off the national wires. Both wire services maintain

larcy, Aver & Sen's Directory, 507.
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state networks to serve their state members and clients.
The main Michigan bureaus of the Associated Press and the
United Press International are situated in the same down-

town cluster of buildings that house the Detroit Free Press

and the Detroit News.

Both wire services have feeder bureaus in Lansing
and Grand Rapids. The Assoclated Press serves forty-five
Michigan newspapers on its news wire, and about seventy
broadcast outlets on its radio-television wi.re.1 The
United Fress International serves twenty-four newspapers
and about one hundred televislon-radio outlets.

The Assoclated Press is a cooperative arrangement
operated by the member newspapers. United Press Inter-
national 1s a privately owned organization that sells its
services to clients. Botn wire services, however, operate
similarly to each other. The emphasis is on accuracy and
speed in the transmission of news.

Reporters for the Assoclated Press began intensive
coverage of the williams-Cavanagh primary election in the
final weeks of the campaign. FPrevious coverage had been
on the basis of press releases from the candidates, exam-
ination of material carried by the two major Detroit dai-
lies, and from newspapers in the area where the candidates

were campaigning. Editors in the Detroit bureau examine

1Competition for members between the two wire serv-
ices causes these numbers to change pericdically.
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every edition of the Free Press and the News.l

United Press International in Michigan covered the

2 0n other

primary election "about 50 per cent of t.:.e time."
occasions, the n=ows service relied on handouts from the

candidates, and clients; and the Freea Precss and the News
3

were checked regularly for "angles."

The wire services were important to Cavanagh be-

cause he needed outstate exposure.4

1Interview with Eugene Schroeder, Assoclated Press
news analyst, Feb. 13, 1568.

ZInterview with Michael J. Conlon, Assistant Bureau
Manager, betroit, United Press International, Feb. 13, 1968.

3Ibig.

4

Interview with Ripley, Nov. 28.



CHAPTER V
THE VIETNAM ISSUE DEVELOPS

3ix months after Fresident Johnson obtained con-
gressional approval for the Tonkin resclution, he told the
nation in his 1965 State cf the Union acdress that the se-
curity of the United States was directly related to the
events in Southieast Asia. Cther political leaders, some
in the President's own pclitical party, began expressing
doubts over the growing invesumant in South Vietnam. What
may at one time appeared to have Lesn a guerrilla uprising
and a punitive response to an attack on the navy destroyer
"laddox," had become a war of major proportions. Tae grow-
ing ferocity of the fighting was gciphlcally related to
the American pecple in 1565 when 240 Americans perished
in a seven-day kattle between tiie U.S. First Cavalry and
North Vietnamese regulars, and souc guerrillas in the
South Vietnam ladrang Valley. 1Ia the preceding seven
weeks, culminating with thne engagemeat in the Iadrang
Valley, 673 Americans had been killed in Vietnam; this
was equivalent to all the American deaths in Vietnam for

the previous four and one-half years.1

IM:w York Tima2s, Nove 25, 1963, p. 1.
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American bombers carried the fighting to targets
in North Vietnam during 1965. Twice, President Johnson
stopped the bombing of North Vietnam as a gesture to start
peace talks on the war.l

The growing military commitment to Vietnam forced
draft quotas to increase. In July of 1965, the nation's
draft quotas was increased from 17,000 a month to 35,000.2
Many of the prospactive draftees were college students who

sought to delay theilr induction into the armed forces by

seeking deferments to continue their education.

- o e - Tyaen s
Prctest cnd Sv-r-crt

Frofessors and cellege students were at the fore-
front of anti-war novenents. They conducted dewcnstrations,
Feace marches, and sit-ins. The first teach-in was Leld
at the University of Michigan in rearch of 12¢3; this was
a new kind of protest meeting where students and faculty
spoke on tiie war, ostensibly to educaete thewselves, but
more accurately to register their cpposition.

A group of students at the University of lichigan
had tneir draft deferment classifications revoked after

they were arrested at an anti-war sit-in at the draft board

1U.S., Department of State, Viet-l'am in Brief,
U.S. Dept. of State, Publication No. €173 (washingcouns
U.S. Govermment Frinting Cfflice, 1966), ppe. S, 6.

2Lester A. 3Sobel (ed.), Scuth Vietnam: U.S.=~-
Communist Confrontation in Southeast Asia (New York:
Facts on rile, 4ilLCey 47Lu), Po 4o
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in Ann Arbor on October 15, 1965. At Michigan State Uni-
versity, flve persons were arrested in the student unicn
building as they distributed antl-war literature near a
United States Marine Corps booth on Cctober 12, 1965.1
And when Vice President iHudbert Humphrey spoke at commence-
ment exercises at Michigan state Uaiversity in June, 1966,
protesters shouted derisively at him. They also chanted:
"Heyi Heyl LBJ! How many kids did you kill today?” Wwhen
Vice President Humphrey rose to deliver the commencement
address in the University stadium, the protesters, nunber-
ing avout seventy, walked out.2

while the anti-war denonstrations attracted con-
slderakly more atteantion than the actlions of sugporters
of the Presiaent, there was swrong backing, nevertheless,
in some regions for the Junascn adwministraticne The pro-
war sentlment urged the adulnistratioa to agply sufficlent
military pressure to win the war, a survey by Lcu Harris
and Associates snowed.3 The fiadings in the Harris poll
were similar to tia resalts ovtained by Represeantative
James Harvey, a Republlican from the Zignhth Coajressional

District of Michigan. Nore than half of 9,000 respondents

lstate News (Michigan State University), Cct. 13,
1965’ p. 10

2

3Detroit Free Fress, June 13, 1966, p. 1. Lou
Harris and Assuciates is a nationally syrdicated puklic
opinion firm that specializes in political polling.

State Journal (Lansing), Jurne 13, 1366, p. 7-C.
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For the benefit of campus demonstrators,
Defense Secretary McNamara gives assurance we
are not attempting to terrorize or kill civilians
in the North. Each target is very thoroughly
reconnoitered and has to be 1sclated from urdan
population.

e o o with McNamara's hard facts, and with Mr.
Johnson's enlightened, if long delayed, policy
of specking out, the administration is at last
moving in a broad front to tell the world why
we're in South Vietnam, and, equally vital, why
we'll stay there as lcng as we're needed.l

A year earlier, the MNews had held to the identical
policy of continued bombing. The News had said editorially:
To demand the bombing cease on humanitarian
grounds or because of muddled political thinkiag
is likxe asking a patrolman to holster his gun in

the hope some bandit will stop trying to blast
his head off.?

An indication of the editorial policy of the Detroit

Free Press on the bombing was made on Uecember 28, 1965,

when the newspaper called for a suspension:

But not bombing again shows the world that we
want peace, that we are willing to settle for less
than total victory, and therefore that a negoti-
ated tr::e 1s possible.

Cn whatever grounds it won't be easy. Though
we should not have gotten involved in the first
place, we are now, apparently determined to stay.
So are the VCs.3

One day earlier, the Freaz Press had been critical

of Lieutenant General Lewis Hershey, director of ._lective

Service, because of his order for re-classification to

lpetroit News, April 27, 1965, p. 10-B.

21v1d., April 20, 1965, p. 18-A.

3Detroit Free Press, Dec. 23, 1965, p. 8-A.
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incduction status of the students who had been arrested at

a draft protest in Ann Arbor.1

Because of the 200,000 men in Vietnam, the Congress
was "paralyzed”" to act in altering the course of the war,
for fearing the results could adversely affect soldiers

2

in the fleld, the Frea Press noted editorially. During

the williams-Cavanagh c:ampaign, a tense interanal situation
involving Buddhists and the South Vietnamese government
threstened to collapse the South Vietnamese government.

The Free Press commented:

Now, with the ninth American-ordained govern-
ment going down the drain, we are obviously be-
coming the enemy rather than the ally. Even Viet-
namese soldiers, carrying American weapons, marched
through ba Nang this week asking us to leave.

Thus the United States no longer has an assort-
ment of choices, but only two with variations.
we can take over the country, or we can get
out. « . « For our part, we do not believe that
Vietnam as an ally is vital to the United States
or to the free world. Nor do we believe that such
a Vietnam can be achieved.

But the one clear fact is that time has run
out. In the best interest of the United States,
and in honesty and decency to our 215,000 troops
there, ve can no longer pretend our misccnceived
dreams of victory are gossible or that the people
of Vietnam share them.

Vietnam Dominates Politicel Climate

The war in Vietnam underscored every important

1Detroit Free Press, Dec. 27, 19€5, p. 8-A.

21t1d., Feb. 18, 19€6, p. 8-A.

e ——

3Irid., April 14, 1966, p. =
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facet of 1life in Michigan during the campaign between
wWilliams and Cavanagh. The national economy was feeling
the strain of supplying civilian goods and war materials
simultaneously. Interest rates were adversely affected
by the growing war economy. Friorities to improve the
nation's cities suffered. Buslnessmen were uncertain as
to the future.1
These domestic pressures and the increasing ag-
gressive fighting in Vietnam, and the casualties from the
fighting, were responsible for the iamportance of the war
as a campalgn ilssue. Vietnam started out as the major
issue and remained the major issue throughout the campaign.2
williams and Cavanagh sensed tlie importance of
Vietnam to their campalgns early. Cavanagh, however, was
more enthusiastic. He said:
I believe in the position [I took]. I also
thoughit 1t was good politics to separate myself
out, particularly on a real gut issue [Vietnam]
from the administratio:, and particularly from
Soapy who said [he would] support the adwinistra-
tion. I knew there was scme political help by
adopting what was basically a positicn of conscience.
I tried to estaiblisn in tne mincds of tiie peogple
there was a distinct difference. « « « Vietnam was
evidence that I was not atfrald to carve out a new

and different position for thie sixties.3

williams said:

1Interview with Ripley, Ncv. 23.

zlnterview with McGloine.

3Interview with Cavanagh, Nov. 23.
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I took the position that I thought was the
correct one.
Vietnam wasn't a choice on our part as a favorite
issue. It was something that was th re. 1t was
a point the mayor wanted to make an i.sue of, 80
we thought *he best way to treat it was to give
a full and ccatplete explanatlion of what our posi-
tion was on it and not hack away at it.l

literview with willlams.
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CAVANAGH®S VIZTHAM STATIMINT: PRIS3 RIPOXRTS

Cne month after he announced his candldacy for the
Democratic nomination to the United States Senate, Mayor
Jerome P. Cavanagh issued a carefully prepared position
paper on the conflict in Vietnam. It was the first of a
series of position papers tha Mayor had scheduled to simu-
late political deiate with his opponent, G. lMennen williams.

For many days before the statement was issued on
April 19, 1966, Cavanagh confarred with three campaign
assistants on the alternatives in Vistnam. The three who
advised tha Mayor were Anthony Ripley, an assistant to

Cavanagh and who had been a [etrolit Faws geporter 4in

Vietnam; Richard Strichartz, a kayne 3State University
professor of law who was on leave to the city of Detroit
as City Controller; and Daniel Schecter, an intern in the
mayor's cffilce from the Maxwa2ll Scheol ¢of Fukbllc Adminis~
tration of Syracuse University. Among those who were con~
sulted by the lMayor and his advisers were Professcr

Thomas He. Greer, chairman of the Cepartment of hux:inities
at Michigan State University, and a critic of tlLe warj

and Ctto Feinstein, professor of economics at wayne State

University. Ripley end Schecter prepared the written

70
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drafts.1

Cavanagh wanted to meet williams in a public debate
on Vietnam, and he issued challenges at various points dur-
ing the campaign. He did not expect williams to accept

the offer to debate.2

Cavreoa~h's Pesition an Viabnemn

Cavanagh said in his ceérnaign statement that the
United States involvement 1in Vietnam was the outgrowth of
one of many alliances that had been erected to contain com=
munism after world war II. The underlying approaches had
been th2 North Atlantic Treaty Cryganization, the Truman
Doctrine, Southeast Asia Treaty Crganizatioun, Central
Treaty (rg:nization, the Muarshall Flan, and foredjn aid.3

In 1354, after tne defeat of the French in Indo-
cnina, the United States had offered assistance to the
Repuilic of Scuth Vietnam to "resist 'a foreign idsclogy.'”
The assistance program in South Vietnam had gradually led
the United States into a military venture that had cost
the lives of many Americanse. In addition to the tragic
personal conseguences of the conflict, the United States

had become involved in a wur that wss wmilitary, and

llnterview with Cavanagl, Dece. 7.

21:.44., bece T

3Jerome F. Cavanagih, "A Road to Feace in Viet Nam:
A Call for a New and Creative Policy for Feace and freedom
in Asia" (stetement issued Ly oScrxome Po Czvanegh during
the senatorial primary canpalgn, April 13, 1986), p. 2.
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politically questionable, and expensive. The war had ad-
versely affected the United States military strength in
Europe. It was a drain on the American economy, and it
was producing concern over national priorities.l

The United States, Cavanagh's statement continued,
was in a position of prosecuting a war while it simultane~
ously sought to introduce large economic and social programs
in Vietnam. These objectives seemed '1ncoupatib1¢."2
Prominent men in both political parties, responsible menm—
bers of the United States Senate, people on university
campuses, mothers, retirees concerned with inflation, and
ordinary working people are opposing the war.3

The policy of the United States over Vietnam,
Cavanagh saild, was locked in the past and offered no al-
ternatives but to continue the "uncertain struggle."4
Cavanagh wrote:

I believe the time has come to search for a

new way out——a realistic and honorable way to end

the present war and a realistic stand on which to
base our foreign policy for the years ahead.S

A Course of Action.--The United States, Cavanagh

said in his statement, must adopt a Vietnam policy that

1Cavanagh, YA Road to Peace," pp. 1, 4.

’Ibid., p. 3.

31v14., p. 1.

47v1d., p. 2.

slbido, Pe 4.
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was in keeping with the present political situation in the
world. Communism should be resisted; the emphasis, how-
ever, ought not to be on the military. 1t ought to be with
methods that encourage economic security, progress, and
put an end to poverty, hunger, and diseases.1

A cease fire should be sought in Vietnam, Cavanagh

said. Free elections should be held, and from this popu-
lar base, "legitimate negotiations could be started with
the National Liberation Front [Viet Cong]."2

The cease fire would permit the widest possible

participation in the elections. Cavanagh said:

Let the Vietnamese then seek whatever course
their free government desires to settle their
national destiny. This may include asking the
United States forces to leave. This may include
negotiations with the National Liberation Front.
wiiatever the course, we must accept it.

The National Liberation Front must be recog-
nized and dealt with--not by us but by the South
Vietnamese themselves. The Viet Cong fighters
are obviously not going away. The nature and
scope of their participation in any governwent
will have to be determined by the Vietnamese
themselves .3

The United States should strive to build a neutral

buffer state, ocne that would remain an ally, but had the
option of dealing with the Cummunists. Thcere are "twd

Chinas" and the United States should face this fuct.

1Cavanagh, *"A Road to Peace," p. 4.

ZIbido, EPe 4, S5e
31ride, p. 5.



74

"Mainland China," the communist People's Republic of China,
should be offered a seat in the United Nations and a seat

on the Security Council of the United Nations.l

Free Presg Rexrts Cavanajh's Statamant

Cavanagh called a press conference to issue his
statenent on Vietnam. OUn the day of the conference, the

early eaitions of the Detzolt Fres Precs carried a story

that cccurately "predlcted" tha substance of the Mayor's
Vietnan statement.z

The Free kress presented the Mayor's position on

Vietnam in a story Lased on the press conference and the
mimeographad Vietnam statement the Mayor had distributed.

The Frze Fre:s story3 was printed on April 29, 1966, one

day after the press conference; it appeared on page nine,
section B. The kyline over the stcry was that cof James M.

Mudge, chief cf the Frese Prccs city-county bureau.

The story had a three-cclumn, two-line headline:
“"LBJ LEasn't Doae caough in Vietnam, Cavanagh Seys.™

In its story the fres Frzes noted that Cavanagh

had split with President Johnson over Vietnam. Also point-
ed up were the important points by Cavanagh for a cease

fire, free eiections, social reform, and a change in United

1Cavanagh, "A Road to Feace," p. 4.

zustrcit fr=2 Press, Azril 19, 1586, pe. 5-B.

3
appendix.

The full text of the story is included in the
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States foreign policy. The Free Press also reported
Cavanagh's belief that the People's Republic of China
should be offered seats in the United Nations and on the
United Nations Security Couucil.l

Cavanaygh's emphasis that the United states mili-
tary commitment to Vietnam had warped the entire program

there was also noted by the Free Press. The story con-

tained references to a williams-Cavanagh debate about Viet-
nam, and it reported that Cavanagh was sciieduled to go on
a three-week trip to curope "late this week « » « plugging
Detroit and Michigan as tourist attractions."z

Free Press Editorial RkReaction
to Cavanagh's Statement

Conferences to formulate editorial policy at the

Detroit Frees Press were attended by the editorial board

composed of the editorial writers; Judd Arnett, a daily
columnist; Frank williams, editorial cartoonist; and Mark
Ethridge, the editor, who presided over the meetings.3

The Free Press, which had opposed the war editorially,

reacted favorably to Cavanagh's Vietnam position in an

editor1a14 three days after the mayor issued his statement.

lDetroit Free Press, April 20, 1966, p. 9-B.

21bid.

3Interview with Mark Ethridge, Editor, Letroit
Frea Press, March 1, 1968.

4The full text of the editorial is contained in
the Appendix.
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Cavanagh, the Free Press pointed out, has elevated

the campaign from "petty bickering" to "a serious discus-
sion of an important policy 1ssue."1

The Free Fress reviewed Cavanagh's points concern-

ing withdrawal from Vietnan, free elections, the contain-
ment of communism, and the acknowledyment that "two Chinas"

existed. williams, the Free Fress urged, cught to inform

the electorate in an equally clear statement of any differ~
ences that he had on these points with Cavanagh.2

Cavanagh's Vietnam statement, the Free Fress said,

revealed an old "trait" in the Mayor--an inexperienced per=-

son in foreign affairs with a "fantastic capacity to learn."3

Critical Analysis of the
Frez Prass icporting

The Free= Press combined the informatlon in Cavanagh's

Vietnam statement and the remarks he had macde at the press
conference into a story that presented the meyor's most
iaportant points on Vietnam. The hcadline and the first
two paragraphs, which emphasized the division ketween
Presicdent Johnson and Cavanagh on Vietnam, fully supported
the posture the Mayor wanted to convey.

Identification of the historical alliances that

Cavanagh said were made to contain communism and had led

1Dctroit Free Press, April 22, 1566, p. 6-A.

21pid,

31bid.



77

to the war in Vietnam was omitted by the Free Press. But

the newspaper reported that Cavanagh wanted to recast Amer~
ican foreign policy toward creating buffer nations between
the cast and west in updating the present policy of contain-
ment of communisme.

In separate, concise paragraphs, the Free Press

itemized Cavanagh's significant points of a cease fire,

free elections, and social reform. Cavanagh's assertions
that the war was being questioned by many, and that mili-
tary pow:r. .:ould not necessarily assure freedom, were re-

ported. The Free Fress, however, did not report the Mayor's

expression of concern over casualties and his concern over
national priorities.
The second paragrapn cf the story contained mislead-
ing information. The paragraph read:
In a "position'" paper on foreign policy pre-
pared as part of the campaign against former Gov.
Ge Mennen williams for the Lemocratic Senate nom-
ination, Cavanagh said the President i.3s not done
enough toward ending the conflict.l
To report Cavanagh's statement was “on foreign pol-
icy" attributed a broader scope to the statement than its
original purpose. while the Vietnam issue was in the realm
of foreign policy, the title of Cavanagh's statement nar-
rowed its nature and more accurately suggested its purpose:

“A Road to Peace in Viet Nam: A Call for New and Creative

Policy for Peace and Freedom in Asia." The maycr sald in

1Detroit Frea Press, April 23, 1956, p. 9-B.
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the introduction to the statement that he expected "to is-
sue a longer and fuller paper on forelgn policy in the near
future."1
In the first nine pesragraphs of the story, the news-~
paper did ncot explain that a press conference had been held
and that some of the information repérted had not been a
part of the Mayor's Vietnam statement. This omission caused
an error. The second paragraph of the story quoted Cavanagh
as saying in the position paper that President Johnson had
"not done enough" toward ending the war. This was an in-
accurate attribution to the position paper. The position
paper did not state specifically that President Johnson
had failed to do enough to end the war, although this theme
was implicit. Cavanagh's reference tc Johnson had been made
during the press conference.

The Free Press reported Cavanagh wanted "Recogni-

tion of Red China" and offered that "country a permanent
seat in the United Nations.® The word *recognition”" car-
ried the connotation of diplomatic recognition. Cavanagh's
statement did not specifically urge diplomatic recognition
of Red China; it stated the United States must "face the
fact that two Chinas exist.” The statement said:

e o o We must face the fact that two Chinas do

exist today. We must offer malnland China a seat

in the United Nations and a permanent seat « « «

on the « « « Security Council. « « « Mainland

Chinese have already stated a number of precondi-
tions to theilr entry [sic] into the United Nations,

1Cavanagh, ®"A Rcad to Peace,”™ n.p.
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some of which seem impossible. But the offer must
e made and kept open.t

The i'rcz Fress also oaitted Cavanagh's point that

the offer of admissica to the United Nations to Red China
should be accompenied with an cffer for a seat on the Se-
curity Council.

Detroit News Reports
Ca&ahd&ﬁ's clbalimailt

The Detroit lews reported cn Mayor Caveanagh's Viet-

nam position paper on April 20, 1%¢6. The story2 was placed

on page six, section C, under the byline of Jo Ann Hardee,
chief of the MNews city-county bureau. The headiine over
the story said: "A Red S. Vietnam would Fose No Threat,
Cavanagn lnsists.”

The report ia the licws was a blendlng of Cavanagh's
position paper with rewmarks that were attributed to the
mayor. The News did not report that Cavanegh had held a
press conierence, nor did the Ncws clearly distinguish be-
tween direct remarks by the mayor and those portions that
came from tae position paper.

Tie story 4in the Lctroit Ncws reported that Cavanagh

did not see any threat to Awerican sccurity in a South
Vietnam that voted for a coismunist governaent in free elec-
tions. If elections were held, the N:zw3 pointed out that

Cavanaga "aoubted" if tae Communists would win. If the

ICavauagh, "A Road to Pceace," pe 4.

2
Appendix.

Ihe Full text of the story is includad in the
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Communists did win, the News quoted Cavanagh as having said,
satisfactory relationships could be developed by the United
States similar to relations with the communist countries
of Yugoslavia and Poland. Cavanagh's "buffer state"™ con-
cept was also reported.1
The News reported that Cavanagh favored a cease
fire, free elections, including participation by the Na=-
tional Liberation Front.
Cavanagh's differences with President Johnson on
Vietnam and the mayor's assertion that the President has
not done enough to end the war were also reported by the
News. The United States, Cavanagh was reported as saying
in the News, had erred in its support of Fremler Ky of South
Vietnam.?

Approximately 25 per cent of the De*roit News ac-

count of Cavanagh's statement was concerned with the author-
ship of the papcre. The report said the psper was "author-
ized" by Anthcny Ripley and Richard Strichartz, with advice
from B. J. widick, a wWayne State University professor in

the University's Institute of Labor and Industrial Rela-
tions. widick's relationship, the lews noted, was signif-
icant because of his former post in the United Auto workers

research department. The UAW was "expected to support

lpetroit News, April 20, 1966, p. 6=C.

21v14,
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williams,”" the News aaid.1

Detrsit Mayvs BEditorial Reaction
to Cavanagh's Statement

Editorial policy for the Dztroit News was estab-

lished in regular meetings attended by Martin Hayden, ed-
itor of the News; wilbur Elston, cdirector of the editorial

page; and a staff of editorial writers.2 The Detroit News,

which had been sympathetic to Cavanagh's candidacy, was

strongly opposed to his position on the war in Vietnam.
On June 12, 1966, seven and one-half weeks after

Cavanagh issued his Vietnam position paper, the News said

in an editor1613 4

it was “"diseppolinted" with the Mayor.
The N2v's sald that Cavanagh's belief that a communist gov-
ernment in Socuth Vietnam would pose no threat was a case

of his placing his judgment against Presidents Eisenhower,
Kennedy, and Johnson, and their staffs. There was no prece-
dent for Vietnam, a country that had been wracked by twenty
years of war, the News editorial said.’

The Mews questioned whether the Communists would

permit an orderly campaign and free elections, and it stated

lpetroit News, April 20, 1966, p. 6-C.

2Interview with wilbur Elston, Associate Editor
and Editorial Paye director c¢f the 2ciccit Mows, karch 1,
1968. ‘

3The full text of the editorial is included in the
Appendix.
4 otroit News, June 12, 1566, p. 18-D.

Sltid.
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the South Vietnamese government and the moderate Buddhists
opposed participation of the National Liberation Front in
any election. Laos was cited by the News as an example
of the "buffer state" idea proposed by the Mayor. The
Communists, the News noted, had ignored their agreements
on Laos.1
The editorial stated:
we realize . . « the Mayor's current interest
is in the votes that he would spread a net wanichn
would catch the undetermined number of draft ob-

jectors, lhew Leftists, pacifists, aund plain citi-
zZzens « o « [(who] are impatients « + &

Critical Analysls of the
Detroit News Report

The editorial position of the Detiolit lews strongly

supported a firm commitment to Vietnam. Wwhen Cavanagh is-
sued his position paper that encouraged disengagement from
Vietnam, the News presented the mayor's views in an incom-
plete and unbalanced report. There were distortions in
the story, and the tone was unfriendly. The News presented
an account that violated tine spirit and intent of Cavanagh's
position on Vietnawm. This was accomplished by mixing the
Mayor's comments with reporting on his position paper.
Cavanagh's important point in his statement that

there be a cease fire to permit the "widest participation

luetroit News, June 12, 1966, p. 18-B.

21rid.




83

in elections” formed the basis of a major distortion of
the Mayor's views. The distortion began with the headline,
"A Red S. Vietnam wWould Pose No Threat, Cavanagh Says,*"
and continued for five paragraphs. The account began:
"There is no threat to American security in a Communist

1 It continued

South Vietnam, Mayor Cavanagh said today."”
with the statements that if free elections were held, South
Vietnam would probably not go Communist. But the United
States ought to be prepared to withdraw if the freely elect-
ed government asked the U.S. to leave. Satisfactory rela-
tionships could be established similar to those with the
communist countries of Yugoslavia and Poland if, after elec-
tions, the U.S. would have to leave Vietnam.

The Detroit News emphasized the extreme possibili-
ties--free elections that could produce a communist victory
and force American withdrawal, posing a threat to American
security. The headline on the story, "A Red S. Vietnam
would Pose No Threat, Cavanagh Insists," and the first five
paragraphs were devoted to this extreme theme. The point
of elections was not placed in the context of Cavanagh's
proposal of discarding the old containment policy and build-
ing a new American policy in Vietnam with the Vietnamese
taking the major responsibility for their own government.
Acceptance of the results of a free election~-even if they

were unfavorable--was a logical consequence in Cavanagh's

lpetroit News, June 12, 1966, p. 18-B.
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proposale.

Cavanagh issued his Vietnam position paper on
April 19, and the story appeared on April 20. The lead
paragraph in the News stocr; said « « « "There 18 no
threat . « « Cavanagh said today ([April 20]." 1In the
sixth paragraph, the News reported the position paper was
issued "yesterday” [April 19]. This seemingly minor con-
flict of time was not unimportant. The comments the News
reported Cavanagh made "today" were placed above the con-
tent in the position paper, which had been issued “"yester-
day in the story.” Unanswered were the questions of when,
where, and why had the Mayor made the "today" comments that
adversely affected his carefully thought out position paper
of “yesterday."1

The Detroit News reported that in hls position paper

Cavanagh had wanted the National Liberation Front to par-
ticipate in free elections in Vietnam. Cavanagh called
for the "widest participation®" in the elections, but he
did not say precisely the Liberation Front should be in-
volved. Of the Front, he said:

The National Liberation Front must be recog-
nized and dealt with--not by us but by the South
Vietnamese themselves. The Viet Cong fighters are
obviously not going to go away. The nature and

scope of their participation in any government will
have to be determined by the Vietrnamese thamselves.

loetroit News, April 20, 1966, p. 6-C.

2Cavanagh, *A Road to Peace," p. 5.
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The theme of "American security" was threaded

through the Detroit News account. Cavanagh's position,

the Detroit News account suggested by implication, was a

threat to American security. The News reported in one
paragraphs

in response to questions, he [Cavanagh] de-

nied he was willing to trade Amerlican security
for a reduction in war expenses which would per-
mit more donestic spending, especially on his pet
urban programse.

Cavanagh's statement indicated the resistance to
communism should have its emphasis in social reform. The
News reported that Cavanagh "would advocate social and eco-
nomic aid to Vietnam even if it went communist after free
elections."z

The Petroit News omitted any reference that Cavanagh

had made to Red China, and Cavanagh's point for Red China's
admission to the United Nations.

Approximately 25 per cent of the l~ws story was
concerned with the authorship of the Cavanagh paper. The
position paper, according to the News, was "authorized”
by Anthony Ripley and Richard Strichartz. The use of the
word "authorized" was a faulty choice. It suggested that
Ripley and Strichartz gave Cavanagh permission to make the

Vietnam statement. Inasmuch as Cavanagh was the candidate

loetroit News, April 20, 1966, p. 6-C.

21bid.
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and Ripley and Strichartz were aides, it was unlikely they

were in a position to give their permission.



CHAPTER VII

WILLIAMS® VICTINAM STATEMENT: PRESS RLPORTS

Ge. Mennen williams acknowledged that Vietnam was
orie of the mal:- challenges facing the United States at
the outset ¢f his campaign for the United Stestes Senate.
He addressed himself to the issue from time to time. His
ccmnents, however, did not attract sufficient attention
to ease the pressure from "newspaprers and various others"
that he did not have a definite stand on Vietnam.l

“illiams responded to the criticism by purchasing

a full page advertisement in the Detroit Free Press on

May 19, 1966, stating his views on the war. The cost was
52,500.2 A decision to use the advertisement to outline
his position was made in part to eliminate the opportuni-
ties for misinterpretation or error that might occur in
the dissemination of the Williams position throuch a news
story.3 williams drafted the statement without outside
assistance or consultation, except for some help of “tech-

nicians with style."4

Interview with wWilliams.

Interview with McGloin.

w N -

Ixid.

N

interview with williams.
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williams Position on Vietnam

In his statement on Vietnam, williams reacted shiarp-

ly to the report by the Dectrolt News that Cavanagh saild

he did not see any threat to American security in a com-
munist South Vietnam. williams wrote in his position paper:
Cne thing « « « I want to muke absoclutely clear.
I cannot agree with anyone who says tiiat a Comnunist
takeover in South Viet-Nam would pose no threat to
American security. I thluk it would be dangerous
to the security of the United States and the whole
free world. It would be a setback for democracy
and freedom.
A Comaunist takeover in South Viet-Nam as a
result of a guerrilla war, supported by FPeking
with weapons from Hanol with scoldiers, would Le
dangerous to the peace of the world.l
South Vietnam was involved in a war against commu-
nist aggression, and the security of the United States was
firmly tied to the struggle, williams said. The United
States could neither escalate the war, nor withdraw entire-
ly from South Vietnam. 7To push for all-out war would pro-
duce the risk of conflict with the Pevple's Republic of
China, and to withdraw would invite the expansion of com-
munist influence throughout Southeast Asia, silliams said.
withdrawal would also encourage other wars of liberation
and would discourage resistance to communism.2

The United States must continue to seek peace

1G. Mennen williams, "Viet-Nam: A Message to the
People of Michigan from G. Mennen williams,” a campaign
statement by williams that was published as an advertise-
ment in the Cetroit Free Press May 19, 1966, p. 17-B.

o
“ibid.
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through negotiations. Peace and stability in South Vietnam
required a vigorous military, economic and social effort,
according to winiams.1
Militarily, williams said, the communists would
not look for an end to the fighting as long as they hold
the view that they can subdue South Vietnam by force. It
was in the interest of the United States to help the South
Vietnamese. The South Vietnamese had more than 500,000
men in the field. In addition, they have gone about their
civilian duties despite the abduction of 4,000 officials
since January 1, 1964. The communists did not have wide-
spread popular support in South Vietnam. The United States,
williams noted, had increased its military forces "because
the aggression from the North has 1ncreased."2
The economic and social program, williams said,
cannot wait until the fighting is over. The efforts against
poverty, ignorance, and disease should be pursued while
the war continued. Economic and social assistance must
also be given to the neighboring states of Cambodia, Laos,
and Thailand to strengthen their nations and preserve their
independence.3

Free elections, williams said, should be expedited
in South Vietnam. Attempts should be made to persuade the

1

2rp4d.

3

lbid.

williams, "Viet-Nam."
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Viet Cong to join in the elections. One goal of the free
election would be to establish a popular government that
could address itself to the variety of problems that con-
front the South Vietnamese. Eventually, williams noted,
the decision of reunification could be put to the elector-

ate of South Vietnam and North Vietnam.1

Peorle's Republic of China.--The peace of Southeast

Asia depencded upon the policies of the People's Republic
of China and the policy of the United States toward that
nation, Wwilliams said. China had imposed herself on her
neighbors for centuries, and in the current era, she has
tried to expand her sphere of influence to Africa and Latin
America. China's policy was aggression.z

willians said, "without Red Chinese arms and inter-
est, the problem of communist aggression in South Vietnam
probably would have been resclved before this."3

The United States, wWilliams said, must expand its
contacts with the People's Republic of China, and it should
offer encouragement to greater Chinese entrance into the
world affairs. The Chinese should be persuaded to drop

their "unreasonable" demands for entry into the United

Nations.4

liilliams, "Viet-Nam."

21154,

31bid.

Se————

41v14d.
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The United States should make it clear that she
had no territorial ambitions or special privileges on the
mainland of Asla that would conflict with the security of
the Feople's Republic of China. while supporting the sov-
ereignty of Nationalist China, the United States should
assure the People's Republic that it has no intention of

assisting Chiang Kai-Shek's return to the mainland.1

Detrcit Mews Regcrts
Statersent by williaxs

One day before the full-page advertisement was

scheduled to appear in the ccetrolt Free Fress, the Detrcit

News reported on the position paper williams had prepared
on vxetnam.z The account was published in section C, page
15, under a two-line, two-column headline: "Soapy walks
Middle Road in Viet «ar."” The byline over the story was

that of Glenn bngle, Detroit News political writer.

The Detroit News reported in the lead paragraph

of the story that w“illiams considered himself neit.. ' r a
"hawk nor a dove,”3 and that he wanted a strong military
defense and a vigorous, imaginative peace effort in Viet-

nam. The decision by williams to publish his statement

l.illiams, "Viet-Nam."
zrhe full text of the story appears in the Appen-
dix.

3The term "hawk" was used to describe a person who
was aggressive over the war in Vietnawm, while "dove" was
considered to be a person who was not committed to the war.
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in a press advertisement and criticism by Cavanagh of

Williams for "not speaking out on « « + issues” was also

noted.l
Four of the story's fifteen paragraphs were devoted

to Cavanagh's reference (as reported by the Letrcit News

on April 20) that he did not see any danger to American
security in a communist South Vietnam. williams, the

Detroit News renorted, wanted to make this point of dif-

ference with Cavanagh "absolutely clear." williams visual-
ized a communist South Vietnam as a setback for democracy
and freedom, the News reported.2

In concise, peragraphs of one and two sentences,
the News reported the salient features in williams' state-'
ment: vigorous peace negotiations, free elections, social
and economic development, reduction of tensions with Red

China, and a limited, defensive conflict in South Vietnam.3

Detroit News £ditorial Reaction
to the williams Statement

while the editorial position of the Letroit News

on Vietnam was similar to that announced by williams in
his position paper, the News did not comment editorially

on the paper by williams.

lyetroit News, May 18, 1966, p. 15-C.

21pid.

3Ibid.



93

Critical Analysis of
thie News Report

The summary in the Detrcit Mews ¢f the Vietnam

position paper issued Ly Williams was based on the docu=-
ment that williams issuced, with scme references to the
statement that Cavaragh had lssued on Vietrnam. Wwith pre-
cision and balance, the Neu's cited the major williams pocints
of pecace nejotlations, elections, econcwic and social de-
velopmant, a defensive war, and the firm epproach to the
People's Repullic of China.

The headlin=, "Scapy walks a Middle Road in Viet
war,”" was in errcore The substance ¢f hls Vietnam state-
ment identified willlams in support of the Johnson admin-
istration which had contended that it was opposing commu-~-
nism and communist aggression in Vietnam. The foundation
for the mlsleading headline was in the filrst paragraih cf
the story, which said williams cdid not ccnsider himself
a "hawk or a dove." 1In his statement williams emphasized
he did not want to deal in "“symbols and slogans." FHEe said:

e o« o let me say that I thick it is unfortunate
that so much of the dialogue on Viet-Nam is in
symools and slcgans.

Anyone who reads this statement can see that

I am neither a 'hawk' nor a 'dove.' I &am an Amer-
ican citizen who 1s arnxicus and ccncerneds « o

I am willing to try any « « « honcrawle means to
achieve peace.

Ancther significant defect in the Detrolt News story

1.i111ams, "Viet-Nam."
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was the perpetuation of a distortion of an important point
that Cavanagh had advanced on Vietnam. On April 20, 1966,
at the time when the News reported on Cavanagh's position
paper, the story said that Cavanagh could "simply see no
threat in a Communist Vietnam.” Wwilliams responded to this
quotation, and the Mews reported the exchange as follows:
I [williams] cannot agree with anyone who says
a Ccmmunist takeover in South Vietnzam would pose
no threat to American security. I thirk it would
e danjerous to the security cf th2 United States. « « «
In a "position paper"” on the subject April 20,
Cavanagh said he could "simply see no threat to
American security in a Communist Vietnam."l
when the quotation was reported in the Maws initi-
ally, it was a distortion cf Cavanagth's position. The quo-
tation wes not in Cavanagh's pcsition paper. The News did
not say rrecisely when and where Cavanagh made the remark
and under what circumstances.
williams placed the blame on the P=20ple's Renublic
of China for the difficultiss in Southeast Asia. He said
the defense of Vietnam was nocessary to stop the spread
of Chinese comminism and to discouraje other "wars of 1lib-

2

eration." The Nrnuws onitted these imnortant themes that

underlined williams®' entire philosozhy of the war.

Detroit Free Press Reports
Statomont by oillicors

Cn lMay 19, 1966, the Delrcit Ffree Fress printed

listroit News, May 18, 1966, p. 15-C.

2uilliams, "Viet~-Nam."
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1 of the position paper williams had developed

an account
on Vietnam. The story appeared on the same day the Free
Press carried a full page advertisement from williams out-
lining his position on the war; it was in section B, page 8.
The advertisement was also in section B, on page 17.

An eight-column headline over the news account on
willians' statement read, "williams Says He's Neither 'Hawk'
nor ‘bDove' on Vietnam." There was no byline over the story.

The lead paragraph reported that williams had is-
sued a statement in which he said he was neither a "hawk"
nor a "“dove." The story noted that williams stated the
road to peace in Vietnam was based on a firm military de-

fense and a vigorous effort for peace.

The cuotation in the Uetroit News by Cavanagh that

he could see no danger to American security in a communist

South Vietnam 21s0 received a response in the fres Fkress.

without mentioning Cavanagh by name, williams, the Free
Press reported, "stressed that a communist takeover in
South Vietnam would be dangerous to the security of the
United States. o o "°

williams®' points on the need for free elections,

social and economic development, and contacts with Red

China were also cited by the Free Pre<ss. Red China, the

1T‘ne full text is in the Appendix.

2jetroit Free Press, May 19, 1966, p. 8-B.
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Free rfress reported that williams said in his Vietnam state-

ment, "should be admitted to the United Nations if that
nation's communist government would withdraw certain demands

for membership.” The Free Press also pointed out that

williams wanted the United States to continue its support
of Nationalist China on Formosa, while at the same time
disavowing assistance to the Nationalist Chinese in any

1

attempt to return to the wmainland. The account in the

Frea Frcss also reported the full text of williams®' state-

ment was in an advertisement on page 17, section B.

Free Fress wditorial Reaction
to tne williams Statement

Ihe Detroilt Free Press did not comment editorially

on the Vietnam statement issued by williams.

Critical Analysis of the
Free Press Report

Thne summary of the willliams statement in the Detroit

Free kress closely resembles the acccunt presanted the

previous day by the Detroit News. In the first four para-

graphs, the Free Press dealt essentially with the same

themes that were in the News: (1) the hawk=-dove symbolism,
(2) firm military defense and a vigorcus peace effort, (3)
williams' statement would ap»ear in advertisements, (4) a

communist takeover and American security. The Free Press

reported the difference between the pcsitions of the two

1Detroit Pree Press, May 19, 1966, p. 8-B.
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candidates on the "communist takeover" and "American secur-

ity"™ point in one paragraph;1

the Mews, which developed
the issue originally, devoted four paragraphs to it.

In the lead paragraph, the emphasis on the "hawk"-
"dove" symbolism provided the basis of a headline that was
unimaginative, and lacked any clue to the position williams
had on Vietnam: "williams Says He's Nelther a 'hawk' Nor

‘Dove' on Vietnam." By using this headline, the Free Press

did not exercise an opportunity for a headline that was
more preclse.

In a condensed form, the Free Press reported that

williams stressed five major points: "vigorous efforts
for peace negotiations, free elections, and social and
economic developwent « « « , contacts with Red China ¢ «
and defense of South Vietnam."z
Inese were significant to the williams position.

However, the Fres Press did not outline willlams' basic

rationale that the defeanse cof Southeast Asla agaii:t Com=
munist China was firmly emibedded in the defense of Vietnam.
williams' suggestion that Red China should be encouraged
toward the "mainstream" of world affalrs was noted.

"Red China should be adiitted to the United Na-

tions,” the Free Press reported that williams said.3

vetroit Free Fress, May 19, 1966, p. 8-B,

[ S B
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«11li2n3 d1d not oy in his steiareant that ed Jaina stould
e adidtied; ke 83il Fed Chdna should be o vaaded to drop

her Yunreasonalle Carunds”" for admission to tha United

Natlions.



CHAPTEZR VIII

SUFMAKY AND CUNCLUSIUNS

A free press has an obligation in a democratic
socilety to perform the esseantial responsibility of mass
communication, and it has the obligation to provide the
electorate with that information which is necessary to
govern themselves. The Vietnam issue in the Democratic
primary election between williams and Cavanajh gave Mich-

igan's two largest newspaprers, the Detroit News and the

Detroit Free Pregs, an excellent oprortunity to perform

these vital obligations. The issue was important; the
candidates had natiocnel reputations, and the office they
sounht was sionificant in state and national politics.
Both candidates had addressed themselves forthrightly to
the issue, and their positions were in opposition to each
cther.

The responsibility of serving as a channel of mass
communication was particularly important to the News and

the Free Press for these reasons: (1) they were published

in a community that had 48 per cent of the population of
Michigan, (2) they were published in a community that con-
tained Lemocrats in sufficient numbers to influence a pri-

mary elcction, (3) the Associated Press and the United

93
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rress International, the two major news wires that serviced

Fichigan dailies, examined the Detroit Mu.5 c.ad the Detroit

Free Press for election news and accordingly distributed

rewrites of the news to wembers or clients.

By virtue of their size, the News and Free Fress

were in a position to exerclse their editorial influence
throughout Michligan.

Zven bsfore the campaign began, when it appeared
that Senator Patrick V. NMcivamara would not seekx re-election,

the Iewsg and the Free Press encourayed a climate for a pri-

mary race to glve the electcrate a cnoice. Wwilliams was
the choice of many influential leaders in the Uemocratic
party to succeed Senator Mclamara, and Cavanagh was con-
sidered to be an unwanted challenger. The News sald: "We
hope he [Cavanagh] might make a try at it. . . " Cavanagh
acknowledged that a column by Edgar (Doc) Greene, a Nsws
columnist, was "unconsciously" a deteraxdning factor in his
entry into the race.

williams had been governor of FMichigan for six con-
secutive two-year terms. Before he stepped down in 1960,
williams had been considered as a presicential possibility.
He had resigned an appointive position of Assistant Secre-
tary of State for African Affairs in the Johnson adminlis-
tration to enter the primary. Cavanagh had become mayor
of Detroit at the age of thirty-three by upsetting an in-

cumbent mayor. Cavanagh had attracted national attention

of his administration of Detrolt befcre he entered the
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primary. The News editorialized that both candidates were
qualified for the senate, and the Free Press noted that
the voters of Michigan would benefit from a senate race
with willlams and Cavanagh.

The significance of the war issue was emphasized
in an atmosphere of dissent that had developed in Michigan
as well as in other parts of the United States. There were
protests and demonstrations over the growing commitment
to the war in Vietnam. More than 203,000 American soldiers
were in Vietnam, and large casualty lists had been report-
ed. Wwilliams and Cavanagh indicated the electorate was
concerned more about the war than any other 1ssue.

Both candidates issued carefully prepared state-
ments on the war. Williams generally was in agreement with
the Johnson administration, which advocated a vigorous pros-
ecution ¢f the war. Cavanagh opposed a further investment
of United States resources in Vietnam.

The News supported President Johnson's war policy,

and the Free Press was highly critical of 1it.

Mayor Cavanagh issued his statement on Vietnam on
April 19, 1966, one month after he declared his candidacy
for the United States 3enate. He held a press conference
when he distributed his position paper.

Cavanagh's significant points of a cease fire, free
elections, social reform, and the development of a neutral
buffer state concept for Vietnam were reported the follow-

ing day by the Free Press. The Free Press noted that
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Cavanagh wanted recognition of Red China. The word recog-

nition carried the connotation of diplomatic recognition

which 18 beyond the precise wording of Cavanagh's statement.
Three days after Cavanagh issued his Vietnam state-

ment, the Free Press commended Cavanagh in an editorial

for his posture on Vietnam; and the Free Press urged

williams to speak out if he disagreed with Cavanagh.
Cn April 20, one day after Cavanagh's Vietnam
statement and press conference, the News gave an account
of the Mayor's position. In an unbalanced, incomplete,
and distorted report, the News presented an account that
was not consistent with the spirit and intent of Cavanagh's
statement. The News suggested and emphasized an extreme
possibility in the Mayor's position-—-a free election that
would produce a cownunist South Vietnam and force the with-
drawal of American soldlers. The story had its theiie on
a headline that declared: YA Red S. Vietnam would Pose
No Threat, Cavanagh Insists." <ihe News account was taken
from the Mayor's statement, and remarks that were attrib-
uted to the Mayor; it created an implication that the
Mayor's position was a threat to American security. The
News reported Cavanagh wanted the communist National Libera-
tion Front to participate in the elections; Cavanagh did
not say this in his statement. The News also omitted any
references Cavanagh made to the People's Republic of China.
cditorizally, the News told its readers that Cavanagh's

position on Vietnam was an appeal to draft objectors, new
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leftists, pacifists, and impatient "plain" citizens.

One month after Cavanagh's position was announced,
williams responded with a position paper on Vietnam.
williams did not have confidence that the press would
publish his position accurately and fully. lle decided
to announce his views on Vietnam by purchasing a full

page advertisement in the Frece Press. One day in advance

of the advertisement, the N~wsg reported on willliams' Viet-
nam position.

The headline in the News story, "Soapy walks Mid-
dle Road in Viet war," was in error. Wwilllams was not in
the middle; he cenerally supported the administration.

The News, however, accurately reported the salient
points of the williams position: vigorous peace negotia-
tions, free elections, social and economic development,
reduction of tensions with Red China, and a limited, de-
fensive war.

It is not insignificant that «williams said in his
Vietnam position paper that he could not ajree with anyone
who saw no danger in a communist South Vietnam. Williams
was referring to Cavanagh's pcsition (as reported April 20
by the ﬂiﬁi) that he [Cavanagh] could not see any threat
to the sacurity of the United States if South Vietnam went
Ccimaunist in free elections. The original reporting of
the statement by the News was a distortion of Cavanagh's
position. By repeating the statement, the distortion was

called to tne public's attention again.
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The Free Press reported on Williams' Vietnam posi-

tion on the same day that the advertisement Williams pur-
chased on Vietnam appeared. The story headline said,
"williams Says He's Neither 'Hawk' nor ‘uove' on Vietnam."
The headline was not indicative of williams' position.

The headline carried the '"middle of the road" connotation

advanced by the MNeowse. The story in the Frece Press was sim-
ilar to that in the Nevs.

The Free Prasg said willlams wanted Red China ad-

mitted to the United Nations. Williams cid rot say this
in his Vietnam statement.

Neither the N-ows nor the Fr~e Press commented edi-

terially on the williams Vietnam statement.

Coanclueicrs

There is substantlzl eviderice to assert that although

the M2ws and the Frca Pross reported on the war statements

of the tww candidates, they did it in a manner that was
deficiant and did not give the candidates the maximum bene-
fit.

Cf tre four hcadlin=s over the press accounts on
the Vietnan statemants by willlams and Cavanagh, two of
them were in error, and one wes nct representative cf the
candidate's rositicn; only cne was ccocnsistent with its
purpose.

A flawless performance 1a the rapid geathering and

transmiszion of news cannot k2 exgected each and every time.
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Some incidental errors are not unexpected. However, the

performance of the News and the Free Press on the Vietnam

statements contained error and misinformation that went

far beyond incidence. 1In the case of the News, an initial
reporting error and distortion was perpetuated as the Viet-
nam issue unfolded between the two candidates. The News
and the Free Fress had a special obligation for accuracy
because of the complexity of the lssue and 1ts importance
to the electorate.

The claim by williams' campalgn press secretary
that williams did not have a friendly press was supported
on two significant counts: neither the News nor the Free
Press would comment editorially on his Vietnam statement,
although one agreed with it in substance; and secondly,
the failure of Williams to win press attention on his
Vietnam position initlally forced him to purchase a polit-
ical advertisement to make his views known. He purchased

the advertisement in the Free Fress which, ironically,

urged him to inform the electorate of his views on Vietnanm
if they differed with Cavanagh's views.

It is noteworthy that williams' campaign manager
said the decision to use a paid advertisewment to announce
williams' views was governed in part by a fear of inaccuracy
on the part of the press.

Neither Wwilliams nor Cavanagh can be entirely ex-
cused from responsibility for a press—candidate relation-
ship that i3 extremely important to the electorate. Wwilliams
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did not need the press to win, his press secretary said.
This kind of an attitude omits a necessary ingredient of
a campaign--education of the voters with the help of the
mass media.

Cavanagh's decision to comment on Vietnam as he
issued his carefully prepared statement may have been a
tactical mistake. His comments, particularly those as re-
ported in the News, were not indicative of his position.
The press' responsibllity to report his statements accur-
ately notwithstanding, Cavanagh should have limited his
comments and allowed the statement to speak for itself.

The evidence suggests the following conclusions:

(1) The Dotroit New3s and the fetrcit Free Fress

exerclised their responsibilitlies of mass communication in
a democratic soclety by rerorting the Vietnam statements
of G. Mennen williams and Jerome P. Cavanagh.

(2) There were deficiencies in the performances
cf the newspapers. &ditors allowed error and misinforma-
tion to find their way into the news columns.

(3) The Detroit News distorted Cavanagh's position

by implying an extreme possibility——a communist victory
in a free electicn in Vietnam, forcing an American with-
drawal. This distortion was perpetuated in further news
accounts.

(4) The lack of confidence in fair and accurate
reporting was behind the declision by williams to announce

his Vietnam position in a paid advertisement. This is a
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blemish on the election performance of the News and the

Free Precse.

(5) Tue lews and the Fres Precs were qguilty of

pPress bias by coracntlng editourially on the Cavanach state-

ment, but cmitting ccument on the statemcnt Ly Williams.



APPENDIX A

“Nations are macde and go on living
by having a program for the future.”
--(Crtega y Gasset
A RCAD TO PIACZ 1IN VIET NAK:

A Call for New and Creative Policy
for Peace and Freedom in Asia

By JERCOME P. CAVANAGH
Detroit, Michigan

The first in a series of
statements on the complex
challengss of the 1960's.

April) 19, 1966

INTRCUDUCTION

with the issuing of this statement I do not assume
the role of a foreign policy expert. But 1 have dones a
good deal of reading on the subjoct. I have sought the
counsel of others and I have clearly seen the impact of
our policies abroad on the domestic needs of this nation.

When I entered the campaign for nomination as Demo-
cratic candidate for the United States Senate I said this
would be a campaign on the issues, not on personalities.
In line with this pledge, I have drawn up this paper--the
first of a number of position papers 1 plan to issue dur-
ing this campaign. I expect to issue a longer and fuller
peper on foreign policy in the near future.

108
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I believe Viet Nam i3 one of the key issues of this
campaign and tests whether we will be content to live with
the decislons of 20 years ago or if the time has come to
chart a bold new course for the future.

As John F. Kennecy said in accepting the nomination
of the Demccratic Convention in 1960

"Today our concern must be witnh (the) future. For
the world is changing. The ©ld era 13 ending. The
0old ways will not do.”

This paper is offered in the spirit of 1565-—a
spirit of reality.

Jerome P. Cavanagh
Detroit, Michigan
VIET N:m

I &m troubled like many Americans today by the ago-
nizing news from the cities, jungles and rice paddies of
Viet Nam., It raises questlons we had not asked ourselves
before and casts a huge shalow over our international and
domestic policles.

var is not a pretty business; death never is. Tele-
grams from the Defense Lepartuent announcing tragedy bring
war home to Americans every day. 7Those telejrams come
faster each day. #we support our fighting men in Viet Name
they are men of courage, dedication and loyalty. But we
wmust also pause to question the tangled chain cf events
that brought them to Viet Nam—-the national pclicies which
keep them there.

it is always difficult to raise major qguestions
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about warfare in which Americans are dying and by so0 doing
suggest that perhaps they die for an illogical cause or
for inadequate reasons.

In some wars, questions need not be asked. The
issues are clear. world %war 1I was such a war. The death
of young men was equally bitter then, but the principle
was clear and the sacriflice was accepted withcut cuesticon.

But today, for a host of historical and political
reasons-~-and like it or not--this war is different. 1t
13 different in its history. 1t 1s different militarily.
And so its wisdom can be--and 1s beling-—questioned polit-

ically:

It is being questioned by prominent men in both
parties. Some Of our most responsible sanators
have asked searchling questions.

These are nct unpatriotic men but concerned and
informed men. Men like Senators Mansfield, Kennedy,
Church, Cooper, Alken, Kartce, Fulbright, Morse

and even Ssnator Richard Russell of Georgias

It is being questioned by mothers who fear for their
sons.

It is being questionad by working people and re-
tirees, concerned about war-bred inflation and its
effect on their wages and pensions.

It is belng questioned on our Unlversity campuses.

It 13 being questioned in the slums and ghettoes
of our large cities by the poor who fear inevitable
cutbacks in long-needed prozrams such a2s the war
on poverty, low-income housing and education.

It is being questioned by businessmen--hard-nosed
and realistic men--who are concerned about polliclies
which find us at odds with our old allies and in
support of naticns where free entcrprise and indi-
vidual liberty are under attack. They are concerned,
too, about growing shortajes and higher prices.
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The events of recent weeks have shown it 13 being
questioned in the cities, the villages and fields
of Viet Nam and in the pagondas and churches whers
men have not known peace in more than 20 years.

A3 long as our effort was on a small scale in Viet
Nam, few of us thought much about it and the questions were
little more than a muramure. But when the war was stepped
up sharply, when each wave of optimism faded, when it be~
cama clear that therae was no quick and easy military solu-
tion to the problem there, then the questions became loud
and incessant. Today this 1s an issue in all parts of Mich-
igan and the world. It is a complex problem-—make no mis—
take about that--and the answers cannot be given in quick,
trite sentances. Instead, it is a problem to be tackled
with constructive imagination and thoughtful concern.

The size and cost of our military commitiwent has
raised questions about national priorities. It is clear
that while we can have some guns and some butter at the
same time, a number of choices must be made between prob—
lens overseas and problems at home. And 80 we are forced
to examine our foreign policies and to take a hard look
at their reason for being. Wwe must do the same for our
domestic policies.

Newsweek Magazine reports the war is costing us
$33 million a day. Casualty figures show 1,361 Americans
killed from January 1 to April 9 this year, exceeding in
little over three months the entire years' total of casual-
ties in 1965.
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Since the beginning of the war, we have lost 306
alrcraft, 205 of them over North Viet Kam in 14 months.

These losses and the overall cost of the war now
must be weighed against the needs at home and we must de-
cide where our vital interests lie.

wWe are forced to ask thesa difficult questicnsg—-
forced to re-axamine our policlies~-because of the size of
our military comnitment, because of our seeming lack of
success, bacause of the relatively little support our stand
has won from our traditional allies, and because of thas
huge problems the war has either brought or left unfinished
at home.

For there have becn riots in watts as well as in
Da Nange And there is fundamental discontent both here
and abroad.

As Mayor of Detroit, I know only too well the price
of 1living with outmoded pclicies when trying to attack the
problems of city dwellers. Detroiters--like those living
in cities everywhere-—~know the o0ld problems of decaying
housing, clogged traffic, inadequate finances, crime and
social disorganization. In Detrolt with the firm backing
of labor, business and all segments of community life, we
changed the ¢ld policies and we have made strong progress.
We moved forward-—and are continuing to move--because we
have not been frozen into the tracks of yesterdzy but have
sou;ht new and imaginative approaches. we have not been

afraid of experimentation. The anti-poverty programs,



113

neighborhood conservation, urban renewal, new fresways
and public buildings, expanded police training and equip-
ment, the proposed "Demonstration Cities™ Act-~these are
examples of the dramatic type of thinking that secks to
confront problens as they are, not as we would like them
to be,

Sometimes we have stubbed cur tces. But the prog-
ress is all around us. 1t can be measured.

This same type of thinking must come to character-
ize our foreign policy.

But instead of new ideas and innovations, instead
of a forward thrust toward ths future, much of our foreign
policy is locked into the past. This same foreign policy
is the basis of our commitment in Viet Nam.

At the close cf world war II, we set into motion
a number of alliances, pledges and aid programs in response
to militant and spreading communism. These made up a good
policy for that day and they worked. In our dealings with
foreign nations since then, we have largely fcllowed a line
that is clear only in terws cf supporting anti-communist
governments and sealing off communist governments. The
policy has several names-—mutual security, containment,
cold war, defense of the free world-—and several kasic
approaches~-NATO, the Truman Doctrine, SZATO, CLNTO, and
Marshall Plan, foreign aid.

The balance point in setting up these alliances

and programs was anti-communism--not freedom, though we
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constantly tried to define our stand in terms cf freedonm.

There have been exceptions to this rule--aid pro-
grams to Hungary, Poland, Yugoslavia and Rumania, and in
the agreement to neutralize lLaos. But for the most part
we have spent our foreign aid money and equirped armies
and gset our policy around those governments which took
anti-communist stands. It has at timas made us the sup-
porters of dictators and oppressive governments which only
encouraze the spread of communism.

The ©l4 policy is wanting. It gives us no way out
but to continus the uncertalin struggle in South Viet NKam.

«e moved into Viet Nam in 1954 when the French gave
up their strugjle and wae did it in terms of our policies
of containirng ccmmunisa. Fresident Elsenhower wrote Pres-
ident Nyo Cinh Ulem in 1954 offering aid in bullding a
government that would resist "a foreign id=olcgy.”

Now, with the war such a drain on the American econ-
omy, with the moral issues involved, with the apparent in-
ability of massive American military strength to bring a
resolution, we must begin to re~examine that pclicye.

For times are changing. /nd we must be bold enough
to change with them. Feclicies fashioned to meet the prob-
lems of 20 years agjo are antiguated and require a thorough
re-examination.

The containment pclicy, designed in part by foreign
policy expert Gearge Kennan in the late 1940's, served us
well in stopping the spread of communism in Zastern Lurope.
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But what of the use of the same policy today in Asla.
Kennan testified during the recent Senate hearings that
it does not apply bacause ¢f many changes since the policy
was first formed and because the Asian problem is differ-
ent from the cturopean proLlem at the ciose of world war II.
walter Lippmann wrote recently:

"The world today is a very cifferent world than

it was in 1948 ... After every great war there

comes a time--some 12 to 20 yewars later-—when the

post-war settlement breaks down ..¢ Decause +ee

a new ¢generation of men have grown up and taken

power."

Today things are warped in Viet Nam by the size
of our military commitment, dwarfing positive efforts we
must make to bring freedom and self-determination. Mili-
tary action--dramatic, touched with death and tragedy, tem-
porarily exhilarating with its sense of unity and purposes--—
can overshadow political objaectives if we are not careful.
Our objectives in South Viet Nam are political because
freedom and self-determination are political conditions.
Freedon is seldom created by the might of military power,
though armies are necessary for its defense.

But the irony of our position is that ocur military
posture in defense of the free world often creates military
structures in other nations which deny the freedom which
we sought.

Freedom is what we want for Viet Nan--the freedom

of Vietnamese to choose their own way of life, the freedom
to live in peace, and the individual dignity that such
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freedom brings. Perhaps they will not choose the system
of government wa chose, and sacrifice great measures of
freecdom for the security of dictatorship—for dictatorship
is a secure but stifling form of government. But we must
offer the same freedom of cholce which we offer to our own
citizens cr we are turning away from the finest ideals of
man and indced our own natlcn.

Freedom 1n Southeast Asia means more than the ex-
istence cf domocratic instituticns. It means a soclety
able to preserve free institutions and at the same time
provide the necessities cof life end hope for the future.

As President Johnson sald there has been a change
in today's world in the hcpes of man and his expectations
for the future. This change finds him loocking for solutions
to the old problems of poverty, hungar and diseasa. The
President sald that if peaceful revolutions are not begun
to attack these problems, then violent revolutions are in-
evitable.

In Viet Nam we are in a war and at the sare tixe,
committed to a massive program of economlic and scoclial aid
which 1s meant to bring a peace and democracye.

The two seem clearly incompatikle. How can you
bring peace while making war? lHow can you life up the
economy of a developing naticn while tearing it down? How
can you enccuraje denocracy while reinforcing a military
dictatorship?

It locked last winter as though we could kring peace
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through a bold increase in warfare. DBut now our winter

of promise has given way to a spring of discontent. The
government cof South Viet Nam is trenbling ajiln, which sug-
gests that the social refcrms hoped for last winter have
not arrived. The military gouvernment of Prenler Ky which
we backed tried to solicify its hcld and instead almost
brought the government down around its own heade.

Through our increased military action we have no
doubt hurt the Viet Cong badly and have drawn tha MNorth
Vietnamese dezpsr and deeper into the warfare--thus fulfill-
ing our own prozhesye.

But what have we done to encourage the political
institutions needed for freedom and self-determination—-
the political parties, the freedom of thought and movement
needed to bring these about?

I belleve the time has cowme to search for a new
way cut--a resalistic and honcrakls way to end the present
war and a realistic stand on which to base our foreign pel=-
icy for the yesars ahezad.

we must continue tJ resist communiz:m. If we must
escalate let uas escalata soclial reform but such reform can
only be meaningful in a nation not bzinj davastated by war.
we cannct fight and effectively intrcluce soclal reform
at tha sama time in the sama place. The best weapons in
our arsenal for winning the hearts and minds of men are
the weapons of peace--econoinlic sacurlity, advancement, and

end to hungar, Jdisease and povaerty.
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President Johnson's bold plan for a Plekong River
developrent has won tha admiration of all sidas in the Viet
Nam war.,

If contalnment i1s still a reasonable measure for
our stance ecalinit commundst tyranny, then let it be mod-
ified to meet the neads of 1566. Let us ermphasize mutual
progress as much as mutual security. Let us cecase subsi-
dizing tyranny. lLet us everywhere encourage and help these
governmenta which clearly have won tha loyalty and support
of their people.

There have already developed in Asla--as in durope—
a nunter ¢f nations which deal with our encmies and remain
allies. Japan 1is an outstandlng example. I would sce as
a reasonadble policy for the future encouraging formation
of mcre of these neutral buffer gtatas. They would gladly
accept the role, I suspect, since they stand to gain from
the relationships with both sides. Viet Nan could becona
ona cf these neutral buffer statss, along with others in
Southeast Asla.

This is not the time to disarm the iurerican mili-
tary estatllishment or withdraw frcm our bases abroad. Gut
we must rcecast our thinking about the sizo of that commit-
ment and the strength of the peril we face. we must face
the fact which Hanson Baldwin, the noted military writer
has pointad out, that our strength in Zurope has besn
diluted as our Aslan involvaznrent desaunds nore and morae

trained men and supplles.
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we must also begin to deal realistically with our
enemies as well as our frlends. wWe must face the fact that
the two Chinas do exist tcday. Wwe must offer mainland China
a seat in the United Nalions and a purmanent seat anong
the ¢reut powers oa the Undted Natlons Securlity Councile.
This 1s not being soft on communisme. It 13 Deing realistic.
The malnland Chinese have already stated a number
of preconditions to thelr entry into the United Nations,
sora of which seem liupossiile. But thie offer nmust Le made
and kept open. The c¢live kranch must be tendered.
In Viet Nam we should seck the building of a neutral
buffer state. 7To <o thias we slhiculd seek free elactions
as soon as possible. A ceasa fire wuld be helpful as a
practical matter to make the formation cf pclitical parties
and the election possible.
As Jean Lacouture has written 1a his ook, "Viet
Nam: PBetween Two Truces“:
"«estern policy should try neilther to build an arti-
ficial anti-communist system in Viet Nam nor to
return to power one of the ¢groups that have been
fighting each other for so many years; it should
try instead t9 re—estallish leiticacy end permit
authority to rest on a popular base. This legit-
imacy--violatad by Dienlsam, foralgyn intcrventlion
and a succession of coups~--must be re-established
first by permitting a resurpgtion of poiitical 1life

and subsequently by permitting the Viet Cong to
integrate thamselves into such a legal framewurke®

From tre basa of a popular government, legltimate
negotiations could ba startsd with the Nationzl Liberation
Front,

50 our pcints are theses
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Let there ba frea electlons in the Republic of
South Viet Nam.

lLet thers b2 a cease fire to permit the widest
particiratinn in the elections,

Let the Vietrzrege then scak whateves course their
free covernment desilres to ssttla thelr naticnzl dzstiny.
This mray include askinj the United States forces to leave.
This may include negetiatlon with tha Naticnal Liberation
Front. Vkhatever tha course, we must accept 1it.

The Maticnzal Libaration Front must be racognized
and dealt with--not by us but ty the South Vietnimwese them—
selves. The Viet Congy fighters are obviously not golng
to go away. The nature and scope of thelr participation
in any government will have to be determinad by the Viet-
namese themselves.

Premier Mquyen Cao Ky has prowxised his people free
elections in the next few menths. If questions arise re-
garding full participation of 211 political and religious
forces in these elections, then international supervision
should be called in t5 guarantece falrnecs.

Only fcllowing & cessation of hostilities can the
real work cof bulilding a mciern ctate begyin with the Lold
and sirnificant plans which Prezident Johnszon 1.&3 proposede.
These plans can win us many fricnds and suppcrters.

28 the President sald in leoxidco City lust Frideys

"The United Stotes maintains its conrmitrants to

government by consent of the governed, a consent
to e crantnd In free &nd honest electlicorse 1t
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does not seek to impose on others any form of gove
ernment. But let us stand determined on this prin-
ciple: deszpots are not welcome in this hemispheres.”

Fresdom and peace in Asia 43 a concera unpermost
in the mind of evary thouth&ful Arerican. Eut winning peace
must be part of a larqe, bolder effnrt t9 recxst Arerican
foreign policy into an instrument which serves the world
in 1966 and 1947,

I stronaly opn3e anneagement, Fus I believe just
as stronqly in recomizing reallity.

Cur foreign policy must be 2n instrument which deals
in reality. 4a cannot deal with reality if we are fearful
of questioning o0ld sssmntions or content to hide behind
old slogans.

Sir Charles P. Snow wrote in 1957:

"1 fancy a muther of peorle all over the western

world still think of themselves as liberals, but
are in esserce no su<h thint. In their hearts they

believe their society won't and shouldn't change
ruch, that only communizm is the enemy absolute

and that the only tasks open to men of good will
are to fijht the cold war with ona hand and perform
minor benevolent activities with the other. That
13 a tenzbkle attitnde, but 1% is cne of pe~orle who
have given up the intellectual struggle.”

1 am convinced the vast majority of Americans wel-
come change as & natural fact of our way of life. For other
millions in this world, change is necessary for survival--
for the rekindling of hope, courage and dreams.

Ortega y Gasset, the Spanish philosopher said it
is not yesterday or tradition or the past which 1s the de-
cisive and determining force in a nation. "Nations are

made and go on living by having a program for the future.®
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VIST=E™s A MISSA3L T T2 FACOLI O FICIHTGHN
FRCM G. MINNLUN WILLIAMS

(n Mocrzh 7, 1265, vwhea I kecame a candiiate for
United States Sorator, I Loatifled the war in Viet-ilam
as one of the rmalor cheliesjes fociny the naticn.

I have ciicszn this method to state my views in a
manner that cannct e misunderstcod, and vhich I hope will
be helpful to national unity.

/8 the campalign proyresses, I will continue to carry
my views to the pccple in all parts of lichigane

These are my views, ard no one else's.

Every reasonable person wants to sve peace in Viet-
Mam. At the scae tine our nutichnal intcrest regulres that
Communist ayjression in Asia be halted.

Zone people belleve the way to Lring these things
sbout is by increaslng the fi_ hting in south Viet-laun to
an all-out were. Cthers woculd rull out all srmerican assist-
ance to Viet-lzm,

I do not believe the vast wajority of the Aucrican
people g rrove eltlhesr of these alternatives., The flrst
would ri:zk drawinjy red Chisa core directly into the conflict
ernd would perha;s involve us in a land wer with Chinese

armies. The second alternative would invite a Conumuniat
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takeover of South Viet-Nazm and the greater possibility of
furtlier Communitt expansion 4in Southeast Asla,

It 1s my perconzl cpinicn that nelther ¢f these
extremes would be successful in guaranteeing peace in South-
east Asla for very lor3.

hha harsh reslity cf Viet-Nim 13 that peace
is not possible witliout both a firm military cde-
ferse end a vigorcus and imacinative peace effort.

A flrm military defonse 4s necessary because the
Cousaunlsts will not seek peace as lonj as they dbelieve they
can attaln thelr hjective of domirating South Viet-Nam by
force.

A vigorous and imaginatlve pz2aca effort is neces-
sary Lecause it is right and kecause a completa mllitary
soluticn 13 isprclaikle.

In my cpinion, therelfore, it 1s essential to go
forward witn tha works of peace lumellately, although for
the time Leing, we must a2ssist the Scuth Vietnamesa in their
def2ase ajainst Commmunist =zggression so thelr fre2dom and
independence c¢an ke savad.

Tii@ cause of peace ia Scuth Viet-Nam can be advanced
by a more vigorcus effort to zosur: rnojstiations, by strength-
ening the govzrnrent of Scuth Vizt-Nix throuzh free elec-
ticns, Ly a more rapid ecnonle ard sotisl develonment of
Viet-Nam and Southeast Asia and by the reductlion cf tensions
with Red Chilna.

Ecfcre explainlag my views of the na2ceossity far

military cofense and the ways of promotiry a pescaful



solutlion, let me say that I think it 1s unfortunata that
so much of the dlizlogie on Viet-Nam is in syrdols and slo-
3anse

Aryone who real’s thisg statcaint can s:<a that I am
nelehas & "hawk® aor a Ydove,” I g an Arcrican cltlizen
who 13 aaxlious and cocacarned, a3 &ll of us are. 1 am will-
irg to t-y any reason:ble and hoenorable reans 4o achleve
peaca ia the woli.

Caa tnlagz, howsver, I wasnt $o mava a-solutely

clear. 1 cannot agree with anyone who says that
a Communist tizeover in Scuth Viet-=Nanm would pcse
no threat to American sscurity. I think it would
be dinjero.s to the securliy of the Unlted Statea
and the whole Free world. It would be a setback
for cwnocracy and fraedom.

A Cormaunist tekecver in Ssuth Viel-Nzim as a
result of a guerrilla war, supported by Feking with
weapon3d and Fonel wlth soildicrs, woulild ke danger=
ous to the peace of the world.

It would undermine all those in Russlia and else-
wihere who have ci:osa2n the ro.d of co-aulsteaca and
Feaceful competition with the west.

It is all too easy, in a time of public worry and
uneasiness, to play upon the concern of the people and rep-
resent slogans as sclutions to complicated problems. This
I will not do.

The people of Mlchigan should not expect any maglc
policy to end this war. I can oifer sober judgmants, hard
work and devoticon to duty. OCn this issua and on others,

I will continue to seek out the views ¢of the paople-——and
I will listen and give consideration to those views, even

when I cannot agree with them.
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The right of dissent is one ¢of our basic freedoms
in a democracy. You will not find me dencuncing thoses who
disagoree with me, I will not atter-t ¢5 sila2rce arnyone,

VIGORCUS EFPFCRATS FCR PEACE KIGCTIATICNS

Presidert Johreon has gaid that he would talk to
eny cgovernment, arywhere, and without any conditicns. I
believe we mist imnlement that rolicy both vigorously and
imaginatively.

The United States has tried suspension of bombing,
it has tried both giizt an4d oren dinleracy and it hazs made
arpeals to tha United Nations in an effort to cordbine in-
formal and formal peace negotiations.,

Prasident Johnson has c2~ril24d 14 Points on Viet-
Nam, indi~ating a flexible attiinde toaward opening negotia-
tions. These 14 Points go mara than half w2y to meet the
Communist demands, They include such cardinal polnts as
accentarce of the Geneva Azzords, encouraz~ment of free
elections and willingness to ahide by th2 rasults, and
withdrawal of United States trcons and lbases once there
is peace.

Tha Preside~t hcog rada it clo2r that there is no
objection to particinatizsn by the Viet Conj In any peace
talks.

when I was assigred Yy Prasident Jorngon as one
of his penca emissaries to erplain the policy cf our gove
ernment on Viet-Mam ard ocur dozire for peace, tha response

from even the most radizal Africans wos that tha United



States had cffered 2 viable Lasis for peace talks.

(re Chief of State went 82 far &s to sy, "Ho Chi
Mirh can't turn thils downe” DZut, Yo Chi I'lih did--2nd the
Conmrunlsts hove Llius for wibtllreldd ary roverwnis towsrd
negotizticors.

we should not ¢ive vpe Peace regquires per-

sistence and negotiating with Communists requires
putierces 7This I hLave learned frim ry erj<slernce
in other parts of the world,

“a should welcome appropriate channels to Hanoi,
Peking and the Viet Cong. We should wcrk with the Soviet
Union and other Communist nations, as well as with our
friends in the Free world. we should seek the assistance
of the ncn—-aligned countries. we should use the machlinery
of the Uriited Nations and the International Control Come=
mission.

The United States must bLe ready at all times to
talk anywhere, under any sponsorshipe we must 4o a better
job of letting the world krow of our efforts and desire
to resclve this conflict at the conference takle.

Equally inportant, we must do much more to keep
our people here in the United States better informed of
our policies and ocur efforts in Viet-Nam. I have found
too much confusion at home a&nd lack of understanding over-
8cas.

FREE LZLECTICHS
The United States should help expedite free elec~

tions to dstermine the government of Scuth Viet-Nam.
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Unless a better methcd 1s sujgested, 1 would like
to sce the United Natlcns supervise such elections to guar=-
antee that they cra truly fzea and that everycna will Le
convinced that they are nct rigjed by the Ccuamunists, by
the United States, Ly the cuwrent gevernnent in saigon,
or Ly anvyouig elale

I Unlitad Maticons sugpervisicon 1s not possinle, 1
would sugs2st, a3 a minirunm, the use ¢f Oiservers as suc—
cassfully ewpleyed in the COugoe

very attenyl shculd le rmode Lo pezuuade the

Viet Cong to joln 1in free electicns. DBut 4f the
Viet Cong contlnue to prefoer bonlbls and terrorisa
to ballot boxes, the electlions siwuld not e de-
layed. The Lrave peoprle ¢f south Viet-bham cannot
wait for peace or a cease-~fire to begin strength-
ening thclr countaye.

whatever the results of the elections, the United
States should &blde by them. e should ccoperate willingly
with any covernoent L pooglie chvwiue di fiea elections.

A Dow govesrnaeinb, Lecause of LWhe canvcratic nature
of these electicns, would te in a strongoer pisditica €0 deal
with the Viet Corge A yovermnent in witich tie cltizens
have a fuller volce could attrect ticlr loyaltles and re-
spond to trelr Cdeslies for a Loetior 1llige.

Sore, c¢r all, of the Vict Cuay izt seck a truce
with such a reinforced ond regrecenialdve govesaaents Thne
net result night Le & geucwcally ecceptled gevuliumeat of
ratiocral vally or & new gancesal elictlicon dncludling tie
Viet Corge

it i3 ry oplnlcn tiet ia a falr ciectdva tie pecrle
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of Zouth Viat-Nam would not choose a governnent dalicated
to selling out to the Communists. Thus, tiha dasire cf the
Szouth Yiegtnarzse end thae Unltad Statas to grasecve freedom

and inlodentonca In Soubhh Viet-lNen would De brcu it nearer

A Flnzl staje Of free elactions would Ledinma pos-
sitle, 1f thore wora aa end to hostlilitles Laetwscen lorth
and Southe  t £hhks timae Lhe peopls 0f Suuih Viet-lan and

he peopla of L.rth Viel-lua could Ly fzoe eleclticns declde
the questlon of unlificatloa.
SOTIAL AND BIUMUNII poVvarct il
In the jreat slragzie oo human kettelient aad to

strenjihen South Viek~iaw, tha Unlted Stsaies must help the

p2ople In thelrs £2;h% ajalnst poverty, Lljncrance and disease.
south Viet~dam needs a ssclal and economic revo-
lution. The peopla sre fijhting and dying for their
freadom and ey na2cd a Letier life to idgat fos.

Tie soclal end econu..is frgruvaancnt naeded in South
Vict-tan 13 difficult to achisve wiille a war is golng on.
As with frens e&lecticons, however, this wisld cawot wadlt upon
the Cordanalsts L0 halit lhe a2 jresslen fovm the Kozil.

it 43 2lso esscntlsl thet the United Ltates assist
the naitordng countries of Thailang, Laos sad Camvodia
to sireagthea bthelr accnonic and socdal susiive to pre=
sezve Liels dfndepmilaiace.

Presidont Johnseon's tokong wiver LRasin project and
kis cozaiinment ¢f 31 kiliion ¢o the Acian Levelopnant Bank

are bold steps. Cnce temed and breught iato usslul scervice,
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the Mekong Basin can dwarf even cur own TVA, The poterntial
cf the Mckong River and its tributaries is encrmous, not
only for the Scuth Vietnarmese, kut for all cf “cutheast
Asia., Likewise, the Aslan Cevelcprment Pank i3 a promise
of the future for South Viet-MNam and all of ’sia.

RICUCTICN CF TIWSICKS WITH RZTD CFIWA

Yore thon 8ix years 8co, ¢n March 10, 1%¢0, I saids
"One quarter of the huran race residcs in China. Thus, a
peace policy reqires a China 2licy.”

The necessity for recojnicing the exlisterca of Com=
munist Chlina as a fcrce in the werld of today has not changed
since thcose words wvera gpckeone without Red Chinese zrms
and interest, the proklam of Coimunlst &g
Viet-Nom rrchably would huve Loen resilved Lafora thise

For centuriss China has considered rerself the cen-
ter of the univars2 &34 hes Iinvaled baze relghiors and de-
manded suvsarvience cr tellutes Fed China tocday ls impelled
by a militant Communist 1d:0lugy tlabt wanls Lo sllvert and
cordnate the world.
>

rfrica, particularly tra Corn,>, wes ne of tha first

p
stepg iIa thlg erreirleld woold S0 draltlin, and I saw first
hand what R Chlna was teylng to do thire. Docausa oF

that actlivity, the Africans are row wirye. lthin the last
few months a nwier ¢f Alric-n nztlurs heve ¢

fad 2R

Chlnese e Lietiles end have erpelled Rud Chline

"
L
!
e
-,
(]
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fu
34
«

ve ~y 2

- [P Nty RS s S et v - - .0 - e s P . |
end technicliznse I‘.‘:.nj thabt rebtioin el Slhincse omlassadors

Ceal with tizm wilth goreab caution.
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Latin America 13 another target arca where Red China
hopes to maka gains bty supporting so-called "wars c¢f national
liveration.” Lzt tham 2all 1% what th~y llhe. w2 jrast

rot foroet that the tree nase of Red Thlna's pollcy is

Cur procnzcis for evcntual paaze ia Viet-N:om and
elsevtere in Asia and the world will ba Insraz2sla;ly depend-

“"

ant unn the conwct of Coruunlst CLlra ¢nd our pilcy to-

Cur co22l, a3 I sex 1t, should Le to move Red
China into the main stream of world affairs so that
her actions can e Influzncad Py wirli ollaloa.
This will not be easy because Red China scemns de-~
terrinad to hile kohind har korldars &l dafy tae
rest of the world. But we xust not give up.
we ghould push for exchange visits of newspaper
men, sclentists, serious scholars and others who could
start a two-way flow of information. Wwe should maintain
and try to expand our high level conversations with the
Red Chinesa in Warsaw, where 129 face-to-face meetings have
been held., And we should seek out oprortunity for addi-~
tional conversations In iataxnatlonal neetings, both pube
lic and private.
Further, wa should attempt to persuace China
to drop her unrcasunavie desands regaxrdling adudias=
sion to the United Nations. It would not te reascn-
asia to withdraw rocuydilon ¢f For.usa, to rescind
the resoclution branding Red China as the aggressor
ia Forea, or to neda tie Uasted Jtalbtls &3 tuz ag-
gressor.
These are Red China's terms and I find them wholly

unacceptable.
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Cn our side, we should by word and deed make clear
to Red China that we have no territorial ambitions or de-
slre for special privilejes on the mairland of Asla that
would conflict with Red Cldna's gsecurity and legitimate
intarests. For example, while strongly supporting the
sovereignty and integrity of Natlonalist China, we could
disavow any intention ¢£ assisting Chiang Kal-lhek's return
to the mainland.

It is for these reasons that I believe our policy
toward China should be directed toward opening communica-
tions and reducing tensions while firmly resisting Commu~
nist aggression. e shculd not seczk to isolate Red China.

vie have followed this approach with the Soviet Union
and we have had some success. [lrmness and patience were
required and they will be needed sgain with Red China.

CDEFZIN3E CF SCUTH VIZT-NAM

North Viet-Nam, backed by ked China, is iatent
upon subduing South Viet-ham by force and establishing
Communist rule over the people of the South. It is not
in the interest of the United States to permit this to
happen.

Such a Communist takeover of South Viet-lam would
do two things in adlilition to gliving the Communists control
of that territory:

First, the Chinese and Vietnamese Commurists would
be encouraged to believe that their "wars of liberation"

and conquest by force and violence <o pay off. ~is then
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would jaopardizae the security of a number of countries in
Asia, Africa and Latin America.

Second, it would discourage both our allies and
tiie non-aligned countries in thelr efforts to resist Com-
munist subvercsion. For example, it is probable that the
anti-communist forc2s in Indonesia were encouragad in their
deteraination to curd the Comaunist tendencles of Sukarno
by our strong support cf tle South Vietnamese.

Tha South Vietnanese have fielded a military force
in excess of 500,000 men in thelir self-defense. Their
civil authorities have stuck to thelr duties despite the
fact that the Viet Cong hLave slala or abducted more than
4,000 of taem since January 1, 1254. Thousands cf others
were assassinated in earlier years.

There is no evidence, of which I am aware, that
the Viet Cong have any significant gopular suppert in South
Viet~Nam. Tle Communists rely on terror and in recent
months many Viet Cong reinfcrcewments have been North Viete
namnese from the regular aswy forces of tre North.

Tha majority of the peo;le in Scuth Viet-Nam are
anti-Communist. DUegpite their cdifferences, the Buddhists,
the Catholics end other groups all oppose a Communist take-—
over in the South.

1t should ba remembered that one million per-

sons fled as refugees to sSouth Viet-Nam from the
North to escapa Coruwunist rule. lore recently,

nearly a million persons have left their homes in
areas controlled by the Viet Cong in the Scuth.



134

I believe ths village dweller fears and dislikes
the Viet Cong. He would be glad of the oppcrtunity to de
really frse ¢f them &nd would prefer a government of his
own choosing in Seizon.

while I Lellesve the United States would have to
pLll out of South Vizt-Nanm 1f rejuestzsd by the people to
do 30, I am confident th2 mejorlity of South Vietnamese favor
our continued presence and our assistance in their fight
againgt Comwmunlisme.

) In recent months, our military suzpcrt of South
Viet-FKam has ke2n increased because the ajgression from
the North has increaszd. The use of force Las Leen met
with counter-force,

Cnce the aj,ression from tle Morth is enced,

the people of Viet-Nam will be free to declda their
own future, and the need for our nilitary action
in support of South Viet~-Nam will come to an end.

while we are involved in the defense cf our own
vital naticnal interests in Southeast Asia, we are also
protecting the national security of other nations. For
this reason, I would urge that the United States seek
greater military support in South Viet-Nam from ocur alliles.
Thelr freedom also is at stake.

Cur desire is to stop aggresaion from the North.

we should seek to limit the conflict to the minimum
force required to accomplish this cbjective. As a conse-
Quence, the United States should not be the first to es-
calate the conflict and should do 80 only to meet escala-

tion on the part of the Communists.
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At the same time, we must keep up a maximum effort
to bring the conflict to the conference table on an agenda

for peace.

e o o

whan I decided not to run again for Governor of
Michigan, I said I wanted t0 work for peace.

Presidents Kennedy and Johnson have given me that
opportunity and I have been working for peace in the world.

The people of Michigan know that I have always
sought peaceful solutions, while standing f£irm on principles.

1 was in one war in the South Pacific, and I know
what war means to those who must make the sacrificea.

I believe the people of Michigan will trust me in
the United States Senate to work effectively for psace in
Viet-Nam and throughout the world.

Ge Mennen williams

wWilliams for U.S. Senator Committee--Eddie lMcGloin, Chair-
man; Richard Austin, Treasurer
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LBJ 'Hasn't Done Enough!
In Viztnam, Cavanagh 3ays

by James M. Mudge
Chief of Our Clty~County Bureau

Mayor Cavanagh openly split with President Johnson
Tuesday cn the Administration's conduct of the Vietnam war.

In a "position paper™ on forelign policy prepared
as part of his campaign against former Gove G. Mennen
williams for the Democratic Senate nomination, Cavanagh
sald the President has "not dcne enough" toward ending the
conflict.

Attacking williams for supporting the Administra-
tion "without having any ideas of his own,” Cavanagh said
the President and State Department "have not yet taken
strong encugh action.”

Cavanagh listed his policy recommendations as:

A cease-fire as soon as possible.

Free elections in South Vietnam with a hands-off
policy on whatever government the South Vietnamese choose
for themselves.

Massive soclal reform programs after peace is

achieved through negotiation.
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Recasting of American foreign policy toward creat-
ing buffer nations between the East and the wWest in updat-
ing the present pclicy cf containment of communism.

Recognition ¢f Rsd China and offering that country
8 permanent seat in the United Nations.

Cavanagh, at a press conference, said that if free
elections resulted in demands by a new government that the
United States withdraw its military forces, "it's a chance
we have to take." Ha tock the same view on the possibility
of a Communist victory at the polls.

The Mayor again challenged williams to debate the
Vietnam and foreign policy issues "anywhere at any time."

williaxs® press secretary, James M. Robinson, quot-
ing the former governor, said: “"There is nothing of sub-
stance new in tha Majyor's statement; therefcre I have no
comment."”

In questioning Mr. Johnson's conduct c¢f the war
s0 far, Cavanagh said he is joining "prominent men in both
parties,” mothers "who fear for thelr sons,” working people
and retirees, collega students, "hard-ncsed and reallstic”
businessmen, and "people everywhere 1in /merica.”

"Today, things are warped in Vietnaxz by the size
of our military commiticnt,” Cavanagh said, *“Military ac-
tion « ¢ « can overshadow political cbjectives if we are
not careful.

*Freedom is seldom created by the might of military
power, though armies are necessary for its defense.”
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Stressing the need for freecom for Vietnam, Cavanagh
saild the people there may not "choose the system of govern-
ment we chose.”

But, he said, "we must of{er the same freelom of
choice which we offer to ocur own citizens or we turn away
from the finest ideals of man.”

Insisting he will campaign against willliams "only
on the lasues,” Cavanagh sald he expects to produce more
position pepers on other issues, including inflation.

The statements will be made sometime after Cavanagh
returns; from a three-weck tour of Lurope starting late this
week .

He will make a bid for Detrolit as the site for the
1972 Clympics during a stopover in Rome and will visit
several major citles plugging Detrcit and Michigan as tour-

ist attractions.
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Detrcit News
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A Red $§, Vietnam would Pose
No Threat, Cavanagh Insists

by Jo Ann Hardes
Chief of Cur City~-County Bureau

There i3 no threat to American security in a Com-
munist South Vietnam, Mayor Cavanagh said tocay.

"But I seriously doubt that Vietnam would ¢go Com-
munist in a free election,™ he added, "I know of no coun-
try that has fresly chosen communiam.”

Nor does he anticipats that a freely elected gov-
ernment would ask for withdrawal of American fcrces.

MUST ACCEPT RESULTS

"But we should be willing to accept both possibil-
ities 1f they are tha results of a free election,” Cavanagh
said.

"wa heve been able to adopt satisfactory relations
with Communist countries in Europe-—Yugoslavia and Poland,
for example. We could adopt similar relationships with
Vietnam, in the unlikely event of a freely-elected Commu-
nist government there."

In the first of a series of "position papers,” as
part of his bid for the U.S. Senate, Cavanagh yesterday
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called for a cease~firej free elections including the Na-
ticnal Liberation Front (Viet Cong); and creation of South
Vietnam as a "neutral buffer state.”

In response to questions, he denied he was willing
to trade American security for reduction in war expenses
which would permit more domestic spending, especially on
his pet urban programs.

NC THRZIAT TO U.S.

“I simply see no threat to American security in a
Communist Vietnam," he said.

Cavanagh sald his proposal is at variance with Fres~
ident Johnson, who pledged his support to the military junta
of Premier Nguyen Cao Ky.

In an ¢bvicus reference to the Ky regime, Cavanagh
s2id the United States has erred in supporting dictatorships
in an effort to fight communism, saying such actions in-
creased the appreal of communisme.

Cavanagh emphasized that his difference with Fres-
icent Johnscn “"are less luportant than those with my oppo-
nent who wants to say he supports Mr. Johnson and close
off debate at that point.”

HITS U.S. LAG

He added, however, that the administration, "hasa't
strongly enough taken affirmative action” to end the war
and gain free elections.

Cavanagh said free elections must include the Viet
Cong, "who aren't going to disappear,™ adding that he would
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advocate soclal and economic aid to Vietnam even if it went
communist after free electlions.

“Let the Viestnamese seck whatever course their free
government desires to tske to settle thelr naticnal destiny,”
he said. "This may include asking the United States forces
to leave.

"Perhaps they will not choose the system of governe~
mant we choose and will sacrifica greal measures of free-
dom for the security of dictatorship. But whatever the
course, we must accept it."™

AUTHCRLD BY AIDES

The Cavanagh paper, it 13 known, was authorized
by his assistant Anthcny Ripley, a former Uetroit News re-
porter who covered the Vietnam war, and City Controller
Richard Strichartz, a law professor oa leave from wayne
State Unlversity.

Advice on the document was given by B. J. widick,

a professor in the Instltute of Labor and Industrial Rela-
tions which is jointly operated by the Lalversity of Miche
igan and wayne State University.

widick said today he is volunteering three days a
week to the Cavanagh campaign, primarily "finding persons
in the academic community wiw are sympathetic to the cam—
paign and have expertlse in areas of concern to the mayor."

COUNSULTEZD MANY

Cavanagh sald he consulted many pexscas on the
document, but declined to name them, saying they have "a



142

passion for anonymity which I intend to indulge.”

widick's advice is particularly significant because
of his fcrmer post in the UAw research department. The
UAW 18 expectad to support ~illiams.



APPZNDIX E

Datyrnit Freae Praag
April 22, 1lyobd

CAVANAGH'S BIEBLICGRAPHY

Disclaiming any title as foreign policy expert and
modestly attaching a 'partial bibliography' to his state-
ment on Vietnam, lMayor Jerry Cavanagh formally opened a
wholly new phase in his campalign for the Democratic nom—
ination for U.S. senator. And in opening this new phrase,
he revealasd an old trait.

The new phase in tha primary race is a hopeful
phases In place of the petty bickering over family wealth
and the name-calling which accompanied some earlier cam-
paign exchanges between Cavanagh and Soapy williams, the
mayor has now presented a serious discussion of an impor-
tant policy issuae.

What ought this nation now do in Vietnax?

‘I believe,' salid Cavanagh, 'the time has come to
search for a new way out——a realistic and honorable way
to end the present war and a realistic stand on which to
base our foreign policy for the years ahead.’'

In the search for a way out Cavanagh would deal
with the Vietcong end he would provide for free elections
and accept the verdict of the Vietnamese people at the
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ballot box. He conaiders a realistic stand on which to
base our foreign policy no longer to ba the sterile mili-
tary containment of communisme-the policy of the post-war
years——but rether the fostering cf diversity among nations
and the willingness to deal not only with rneutrals but with
those nations which have until now keen considered implace—
ably hostile to the U.5. The time has come for the U.S,

to realize that two Chinas exist and that Communist China
ought to be brought into the U.N.

If williams disagrees with any of these points, as
he has seemed to do on the Red China question, then Lz ought
to spell out his position as clearly and fully as Cavanagh
has done. And if he does, the race will have entered a
new phase of debate and important issu=s which ccncern this
state’s voters will bae articulated.

what of the trait which Cavanagh's statement reveals?
It 1s a flattering one.

when first elected mayor, Cavanagh was a young law=—
yer without any real experience in municipal affalrs and
many felt that he sinply couldn't hanile the vast complex
tasks ahead. But he demonstrated a fantastic capacity to
learn.

while it 13 much too early for any sianilar judgment
on affairs beyond the municipal level, his statement on
Vietnam was a reasoned discussion of a complicated problem

which, with its 'partial bibllograephy® attached aimost in
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schocl=-boy fashion, demonstrates something of this same

capacity. It shows a determination to learn.



APPENDIX F

Detrcit News
July 12, 1356

The Mayor's Foreign Policy Stand
He's Wrong on Vietnam

In the absence of evidence that G. Mennen Williams
has the qualifications to represent all the people of Mich-
igan as a U.S. senator, this paper had hoped Mayor Cavanagh
might indicate during the primary campaign that he could
perform in wWashington with the same capacity he has demon-
strated in the City Hall.

To date, we have been disappointed. The Cavanagh
campaign has becn largely a charade. when he has spoken
formally, he has fcllowed just one theme of total opposi-
tion to all of our commitments and current policies in
Vietnam.

Cavanagh wants a cease fire, free elections in
which the National Liberation Front (Viet Cong) would par-
ticipate and the creation of South Vietnam as a "neutral
buffer state.”

"I simply see no threat to Amerlcan security in
a Communist Vietnam," says the mayor as he surveys the
international scene.

On that, Cavanagh pits his judgment against the

l12~-year consensus of the Eisenhower-Kennedy-Johnson
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administrations, their chiefs of gtaeff during that time
and the conviction of the men who have served a3 secretary
of state. I1f he really mcans that en all-ied Vietnam would
be of no importance to us, where does he assume that would
leave neighboring Thalland, Malaysla and the Fhilippines,
not to forget Australla, New Zecaland and South Korea who
have committed forces to Vietnam in the firm Lallef that
IT3 security essentially l1as TIZIR security?

"I seriously doubt,”™ says Cavanagh, "that Vietnam
would go Communist in a free election. No country ever
has frecly chosen communism."

nwhat nonsense to suggest that therae is any prece-
dant for Vietnam! Wwhat country can Cavanagh name that has
been wracked by 20 years of war, sliced in half by a treaty
honcred more in the Lreach than cobservance and subjected
to organized terror as the overt arm of political persua-
sion?

The question is not whether any country has ever
freely chosen communisme. Cf course nona has. what Cavanagh
should be answering is whether hae really belleves that,
after we have given up fighting, the Reds are going to sit
back as good little democrats and permit an ordexly cam—
paign and free election 1a any pact cf Vietnam. <Can he
from his study cf history recall a time when Coamunists,
once having started a forceful grab for power, ever have
been willing to stop killing and lest the people debate and

then vote thea cut, or in?
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Cavaragh also wants the Viet Cong to participate
in this election. To this the Ky covernment is resolutely
opposed. Cf course Cavanagh dcesn't think much of General
Xy. PBut the moderate Puddhists also oprose V.C. partici-
pation in any election. 350 in fact cdoes that power-hungry
monk, Tri Quang. who in truth is there in South Vietnanm
who will accept the Cavanagh doctrine of pesace at any price?

As for the "buffer state" icea, we must call to
the mayor's attention that we already have cone formally-
agreed on “"buffer stzte” in Southeast Asia. That is Laos,
by the multination ceclaration of 1562. The mayor should
be able to read the record of how the Reds ignored that
accord to which they were pledged.

ve realize, cf course, that the mayor's current
interest 1s in votes and that he would spread a net which
would catch the undetermined number of draft objectors,
Naew Leftists, pacifists and plalin citizens, who, as Fres-
ident Jchngon says, "often grow impatient when they cannot
see light at the end of the tunnel."”

what the mayor forgets is that a majority of Amer-
icans have given no incication of wanting to follow the
advice of Senator Wayne Morse and surrender to communism

on this battlefield.
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NDot-=is Yausg

Fay 14, 1956

Soapy walks Middle Road in Viet war

Ly Glenn Engle
Cetrcit News Political writer

Labelin] himself "neither a hawk nor a dove," for-
mer Gove Geo FHennea willlams today called for a combined
"firm adlitary defense and a vigerous and Llisaginative peace
effort."

He issuved what ha czalled a "major statement™ on
the war from the UDstrcit headjpuarters of his campalyga for
the Democratic U.S. 3erate noalnatlon.

Already criticized Ly his primary opponent, Mayor
Cavanagh, for not speaking out on the major issues, he said
his statement would appear later in full-paye newspaper
advertisements.

VSETURITY THREAT!

without naming Cavanagh, ~illians said he wanted
to make one polnt of difference with his Cewocratic rival
"abgolutely clear":

"I cannot agree with anyone who says that a Commu-
nist takeover in South Vietnam would posa no tixeat to

imerican security. I think it would be dangerous to the
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security of the United States and the whcle free world.
It would be a setback for democracy and freedom.”

In a "position paper® on the subject April 20,
Cavanagh said he could “simply s2e no threat to American
security in a Communist Vietram.”

He added, however, that he doudbted whether Vietnam
would go Communist in a free elsction recause he has known
of '"no country that has freely chosen communism.”

In a reference to those statements, Williams added:

"It is a2l too easy, in a time cof pudblic worry and
uneasiness, to play vpon the concern ¢f the pecple and rep=-
resent slojgans as solutions to complicated proklems. This
I will not co."”

%illiamz, who quit as assistant secretary of state
for African effalrs to run fer the Senate, stressed five
major points in resclving the Southeast Aslan procblems

e Vigorcus efforts for peace nejotiatlions--we musgt
impzlement Johnscn's announced willingness to "talk to any
government, anywhere and without any conditionsz.”

URSZIS UN RCLE

« Fres electliors-~The Unlted Nations should super=-
visae elections in South Vietnam., If thzat is ncot possible,
then UN cbsezrvers should be used &3 they were in the Congo.

o Sociz) and econcrlc development=—30outh Vietnam
"needs a social ard economic rewvclution” and its pesople
"need a better life to ficht for."” The adminlistraticn al-

ready has taken initial sters {n this clrecilion.
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« Reduction cof tensions with Red Clilna--Its demands
for admission to the UN are "whclly unacceptakle," but we
should encoureze exchangz visits of newspapermen, scientists,
scholars anil others "whc could start a two-way flow of
informaticn.”

o Defense of South Vietnan-—we shculd seek to limit
the cenflict to the minimum force required to stop ag;res~-
sion. Tha Unlted Statcs "should not ka the first to es~-
calate the conflict end should co 80 cnly to mest escala-

tion on the part of the Communists.”
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Tebrnlt Pree 'rogs

ey 15, 1sce

willlams 3Says Ha's Nelther 'Hawk!
Noxr ‘'uove! ¢n Vietnam

In his fullest statexsent on the Vietiam crisis
since he regen hls campalzn for the U.S. Zsnata March 7,
forzer Gove G. Mennen willlams saild wednesday ha is neither
a "hawk" ror a "dovae."”

*Tr.e harsh reality cf Vietrnam 13 that peace 1s not
possible without both a firm military cdefense and a vigor=-
ous and imaginative peace effocrt,” williams said.

The full text of willliaas statement, printed as
a peolitlcal advertissment, appscrs on Fagze 173 of today's
Free Press.

willlsns, a Sonecrat, siressad that a cconundlst
tikeover in South Vietnam "would La dangercus to tihe sscur-
ity of tha Unltaed States and the whole Frea wirlde.

He asscrted that Fresldent Johnson has sald he would
talk to any government, anywhare, and without jricr concdi-
tions. "I belleve we must laplexzeat tihat policy both
vigorously and imaginatively," williaxrs sald.

williams singled cut five aajor poluts: vigorous
efforts for peace nejotiations, free elactlions and soclal

and economlc cdevelopment in South Vietnaxw, contacts with
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Red Chira and defenss of Zouth Vietnam.

He suggasted that Red China should Le reved "into
the wmalnstrzan cf worsld affairs so that her actions can
be influznced Ly world cpinicn.”

Red China slwald Le acaditted to the Lnlted kutions,
willlamg salid, &£ sha will "dorop har unreasonavis demands
regarcing asamicaicne

The United s5tites "could diswvow any intentlion cof
assisting Culiulj Fal-ghel's reilurn to tiie mainland” and
still sLppert "thae soverzdiynty €.d inte,rity of Naticnal-

ist Chiaa," he said.
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