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Chanter I
NTRODUCTION
(1)

"Tre impulse to »nlay is universal." Play tradie-
tions have come down tnrough the ages from the tine of
prinitive man. Play, everywiere, has served some just pur-
pose otierwise it would not have survived from the earliest
type of civilization. Man, as no other tyve of living be-
ing, has a long period of immaturity, and it is in this
period of plasticity thnat play apparently serves its great-
est purpose, Through the ages the best minds of the peoyple,
realizing tiat vrogress depended upon tie wise use of re-
creational activities, have studied the ways in wnicn the
group has emploved its leisure hours. A few grouns, however
have been suspicious of vlay and have discouraged the ligh
moods thut accomnany the recreative spirit., But regardless
of the encouragement by some and suppression by others, play
is a social herituge of cnildren today.

Tne Greels were the first to display their great strengtih
and skill in the forms of games and sports. Their tecinigue
in swimming, running, jumping, thirowing, and wrestling is
renowvned. Honors in these sports were contested for at the
great olym,ic games of 776 B. C, Other countries, such as
Rome, advocated exercises to keep their bodies hardened, and

the spirit courageous and resourceful. The Teutons devoted

(1) Lee, Joseoh, The Normal Course in Play. Dp. 2.
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their leisure to swimming, wrestling, horsemznshin, foot-
racing, and the liks. Then came the period of chivalry in
which fencing, tilting, and archery were popular, At this
time was born a s)irit of courtesy and svportsmanship which
is still observed today. Ever since civilization has exist-
ed, men and women have striven to rise above tiie hard strug-
gle for the bare necessities of 1life and to achieve leisure
for the pursuit of recreational activities,

In the modern age part of the rural population, having
been attracted by wealth, or other influence has migroted to
the cities. The increased amount of leisure, as a result of
cooperative living, made it necessary for the urban group to
produce means of constructive recreation. These large
grouns have found adjustment nroblems very difficult, and
in a city, where living quarters arc close and the child has
lost one of his most precious birthrights--the backyard, it
has been deemed necessary to provide play areas for children
and adults. The benefits of these playgrounds have been of
a positive nature. Recreative facilities have seemed so
necessary that in 1931,1010 cities provided pluy areas and

(1)
recreation le.ders,

Cnildren will play if given the opportunity, regard-
less of where they are, and it has been the objective of
many faithful workers in recreation to provide a comaendable

place for this activity. Because of this attitude and fore-

(1) Yearbook of Nationul Recreation Association - Recreation
XV (May, 1931),




sight on the part of many educators, settlenient workers,
social workers, wnd city officials the playground has found
its place in the crowded urban areas.
These leaders, in general, have had as their objectives;
(1) Provision of safe places for children to play, away from
the dangers of traffic and‘other hzzards of the streets,
(2) The prevention of crime and juvenile delinguency by pro=-
viding wihiolesone outlets for self-expression, under charace
ter-building leadership and supervision.

(3) The improvement of public health and creation of happi-
ness,

(4) The maintenance of the moralé of those forced into idle-
ness by unemployment,

(5) The development of good citizenship among young and old,
through an organized program of recreation.

These objectives have been accomplished to a degree in
meny of the large cities of the country, but what has been
done is slight as compared to what could be done. The larg-
er cities have accomplished more than the smaller cities to-
ward this ideal because of their available resources and
great need. "The playground is one of the newest institu-
tions of our city life whiich has arisen solely to meet tle
needs of complex social life."(l) This being true, play-
grounds should be found in every comaunity in this country.

'Data, however, show that this is not trues, but thut groups

(1) J. B. Nash, Tne Organization and Administration of
Playgrounds and ?ecre@tlon. Do 39,




are ranridly seeing the benefits of runicipal reccreution
and are plunning and providing for it,

Lansing, for example, with a population of 78,397
vrovides a systexm of municipal recreation which gives su-
pervision for a year-round leisure time nrogram. Tunis city
has been very progressive in ite views and has advocated
mzny valuable educational methods for leisure time pursuits,
The group whicih has charge of these activities is termed
the City Recreation Department. The program which it has
promoted has been wvaried, and includes enough pconle to af-
fect a large porticn of the city's population.

There is one area in tne city near the Olds lictor Come
pany and the Fisher Body Corvoration whicii is almost total-
ly of Syrian znd Negro extraction. One well ejuipped play
arez, (Scott Field) at tihe edge of this section is providing
many of these children and adults withi play svace but tuis
playground is ten blocks from the densely ponulated p=zrt of
the section., Location of these playgrounds is siown on iup
I on page 25. The older children might be exnected to travel
tnis distance for nwlay but tihe younger groun which is still
closely guided by mothers is left to »nlay in the street,

It is for this group that the City Recreation Devartment
has placed supervision, during the sumner aonths, on the
Logan Street School Pluyground but the area is so small thut

it will not accomodate the larger boys, so that many problems



have arisen in the administrztion of this vlayground., The
writer of this s*tudy personally directed activities on this

playground at the time it was estavlisiied with supervision,

Purvose and Scone The purpose of this study is threefold;

nanely,

(1) to trace thne rise of the Dleyground novemeat in
Lansing, Miciigan,

(2) to study the attendence of the Logan Street School
Pléyground with relation to nationality and color,
age groupings, and distance traveled to tie plauy-
ground. |

(3) to study the program of tine Logan Street School
Playground with relation to the socialization qual-

ties created by playground azctivities,

-

llethod The metiod used in tuis study is a combinaticn of

historical, stuatistical end case methods, Historical data
have been used to trace tne rise of tihie play movement, which
conveys the ideu tnat this develooment is comparatively re-
cent., Statistics have been used in tables, grachs, znd
charts to sihow the facts conceraing tlie development of play-
grounds in Lensing, a2nd to study tie attendance on the Logan
Street School Playzround. The case method has been employed
to illustraote the character qualities; wiiica seera to be pro=-
moted by the »nlayground, and that cre go important to good

socizlization and true democracy.



The writer has used caution not to muke exugrerated
statements as to the effect of play opportunities in tae
development of character and socislization. These traits
are a result of muny forces, -- individuzl, socizl, racial,
religious, educationul, economic, etc., so that it is eacy
to make overstatements as to the imoortance of any one fac-
tor. Scientific determination of tiie results of a subject
s0 many-sided and so elusive is difficult to measure, Ob=
Jective tests fur socializing effects of play have not been
set up as yet, and the rmaterizl which has been used revre-
sents only a initial attempt. Therefcre wviiat facts are
available will be stated and generalizations will be rude
only as the writer hws observed their effects or tne bene-

fits.

Otuner Studies of Similar MNuture  There have been many as-

sertions made concerning the benefits of a playsround in re-
lation to character and socialization values of play activi-
ties. Thes=2 studies, hovever, are not objective nor are
they substantiated by definite exwiples, There.are datz,
however, concerning the activities of tile children, the ages
vhiich attend the playsround and the distance th;t children
travel to the playground.

Tlie Board of Tducation of Chicago in 19925 wsked a few
questions of the children to discover waat they wunted in

their playsground program. The question, "Suppose I am a



fairy, or wealthy citizen and I am going to give you a bur
of gola to mzke a playground, l- What kind of a playground
would you build? 2- Jhat kind of playthnings would you huve
on the playground?. 3= 'hat kind of a teacher wwould you have
on the playground? The onswers to these questions guve the
board of education valuwovle information. Of courss, there
were muny wnswers, but, in generul, thie cnildren wanted a
lurge playground, swings and slikdes as playt?i?;s, wnd a
kind teacher wiio Xnew guunes and was athletic,

The Bureau of Recreation of the City of Evanston,
Illinois mude a study of the percentage of tne children at-
tending the playgsrounds that were of certain ages. These
fizures would indicate that thie greatest nunber o{ §hildren

)
using tie »loyeground were 11 und 12 years of age,

The Bureau of Recreation of Scranton, Pennsylvania re-
norts thut its practice of registering each boy and girl ate
tending the playgrounds resulted in the securing of gsome
helpful informution. Out of 4,648 children taat were regis-
tered on fifteen playszrounds, the greatest nuuber were be-
twecn the ages of 10 and 12, A great majority, zbout 90
percent, of the children traveled a quurter of a uile or

less to the pnlayground., The registration also indicuted

(1) "What Do Children Went?" Board of Education, Chicago,
Illinois. Playground XX, (July 1926) »n, 215,

(2) Fourtn Annual Revort of Playsrounds., Zvanstoa, Illinois,
Departnent of Recreation.




that the playsrounds were servin% only about 26 percent of
2ll of the children of Scranton. H

Helen Farrell studied the effective radius of recreation
centers in Wachingtoa, D, C. for tie comnletion of a Master
of Arts degree at the Catholic University of america in
June 1931, Thne medimn distance traveled by various grouwvs
to the playground did not vary with the different aie groups,
and one-guarter of a mile was about tne 1imit children might
be expected to trav?l, unless some s‘.ecial activity or facil-

2

ity was the magnet, 2

These studies can only be comnared to Chapter IV of
this study. References will be made to thiem, however, vien-
ever effective comparisons can be made. No study of socizl-

ization values or of character walues which were similar to

this study, was discovered by the writer,

(1) Bureau of Recreation of Scranton, Penns,lvania, Play-
ground Registration. Hational Recreation Association,
Bulletin, 2836,

(2) Helen C. Farrell, The Effective Radius of Recreation
Centers in Wazhington, D. C. National Recreuation
Association, Bulletin, No., 2438.




Chapter II

HISTORICAL DEVELOSMINT OF IHI PLaT LOVELIGT

The modern vlay movement is not a cliwrzcteristic of a
single country. It had its beginnings in practically every
country of the world, and shaped itself szccording to the
special »hysical and social environments of eacn nztion.,
Countries of IBurcpe aind our ovn United States have been pro-
minent in the develo mzsnt of tlie modern play movenent,

Probably Germany has had the most extensive modern bucke
sround in the play movement, It was in 1880 that the firgst
nlaygrounds were estublished in Berlin, These were simnle
sandlots for 1little children znd babies., The develooment
of the movement in Germany has been priwnrily connected with
schools, Lluny of "tihie schools for tlLe masses™ are equipved
with outdoor »nlay spaces as well as indoor gymnasiums, Lu-
nicinally controlled »lay areas are rare in Geraany, but
there are amazny nrivate nlaygrounds., These are found especi-
ally in connection withh the athletic associautions, with te-
nant or apartment houses, and vwith beer gardens. A few of
the city pnarks and vocant lots have »rovided smull spaces
for play, bubt in general tne larger part of the work is car=-
ried on £, v eaiowelons other thian the municinality.

. <

Angland perhaps rates next as 2 grewt sports loving

nation., People in this country have spent much of their

time in competitive s jorts -- almost to the exclucion of
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other typmes of recreztion, EBagland does provide munici-
nal play space, but there is no supecrvision eiicept in the

sense of a caretaker, und very little apparatus is provided.

[¢]

oweden and France have not found the great plewsure in
sports thaut some nations have, but tuaey huve spent treir
leisure time in gymnasfic exercises, Perhaps owedea's con-
tributions to tiie »lay movencent in America have consisted of
certain exercises which have been found so useful tin.t they
are the busic foundatiouns of some of the Anmericun gaues.
France hus rewlly been influenced by america. Since tle
Worll War the American Red Cross hzs organized playgrounds
in France and directors have been sent from city to city
teaching ganes,

The Orient znd Souti america have felt tie »nlay move-
ment only as they have cone in contact with the westarn cul-
ture. Tourists and entuusiasts have taken their ideas with
them to these countries and have inculcated the »lay soirit
into their lives. Ifodern playsrounds, pwtterned after those
found in tiue United 3tates, can be found in bota of tiiese
territories.,

The Plsy Moveneat in United States

Tne olay aoveacnt of the United States s been consi-
derably different thon in other countries. "Ia Germway, it
had as its purpose the physical develooment of cnildren to

make better soldiers wnd mother's of soldiers," (1) and in

(1) T. D. vocod and R. F. Cassidy, Thne lTew Puycical 3ducation,
v. 54,
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Enzland tiie wmovement grew because of tlie increased leisure
of trhe unper cluss of society. In anericu vlaygrounds vere
establisiied as @ result of an analysis of umviiolessome social
conditions, and it wined to im-rove the eavironment of the
chiila so that he might develop wore normally into a hezlthy,
hapny individual.

Playgrounds at first were sporadic and siiort lived,

The eurliest action toward playground development in thi
country has been suggected as tie provision of MNow bngland
tovm commons wnich date as far back as 1634, when tue Boston
common wa. established. Tlere is evidence that tiiese comaons
vere used for play, but tieir original jpurose waus for Dus-
turzge,

Between 1820 and 18 ) a great muny Gerunians that were
noliticul exiles established outdoor gyrnzeiwns ;n tiie scunools
and collegzes of America.. This havement geerted to be just a
flare of entrhusiasm zad it fuded cs soon ws tlhece Germung re-
turned to their owvm country.

A church in Doston, in 1868, »rovided a play yard for
play and it was mainteined in connection with the vacation
scl.ool., However, tiiis received little if any attention, but
it did show a ccasciousness of a need tnat did not guin re-
cognition until twenty ye:nrs later In 1876, iashington Purk

of Chicago nrovided a "meadow" for teum games but it has been

found that no gomes were played tnere,
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¥

All of tnes: early orovisions for play have been de-
signat:zd by some autiiors as the beginning of the play move=-
nent, But it seems that the one most frequeatly noted 2s
trre origin of tiie wmovement was estoblichied in 1885 in RBos-
ton., A committee member of the lussachusetts Emergency and
Hygiene Association, while visiting in Berlin, w2:¢ innressed
with tie heaps of sand in tae pariks in whici children were‘
vlaying.. as a result of tiie renort of tre committee, heaps
of sand were put 1in different places in Bocton. These were
only partially successful, but in 1836 three piles of s.nd
were put in other places., There was no supervision at first
except that given veluntarily by interested aothers aad vo-
men of the necighlorhood. Matrons were exnployed however, in
1887, winen the number of sand gardens had increased to ten,

By 1899 the number hud increascd to twenty-one, of wnich all
but one were locuted on echool yurds., This same yewr tne city
council awmvroniated 33,000 toward their supwort. B. €. Rzin-
water, cuite conclusively shows thuat this was the rezl be-
ginning of our modern =layground and ta=t the first beginnings
were just mere attemnts with but little community soirit be-
hind thaa. (1)

lie cities thut are revorted to nave followed Eoston
in the establishment of slaygrounds, and to huve gained aid
and even counied the Boston system are noted in Table I. Some

of these cities estublished playsrounds but hud 1little interest

ct

—— - -

(1) Clarence E. Rainwater., Iue Play lMovement in the United
States. p. 20,



TaPLE I

Citics in the United States Renorting Playcrounis
for the First Time, from 1889 to 1899

—— ——— -

Cities ¢ Date @ Cities : DBate

New York ¢ 1889 i Milwaukee + 1897
(sworadic until)s 1899 ::

Brooklyn ¢ 1829 :: Lan Fransico ¢ 1898
(sporadic until): 1897 ::

Philadelphia ¢ 189¢ i Cleveland ¢ 1898 ¢

Providence : 1894 i Denver : 1898

Chicago ¢+ 1894 :: IMinneapolis ¢ 1898
(Sporadic until): 1899 ::

Baltimore ¢ 1897 :: Louisville 1893 ¢

so that the w»nermanent establishment had not come uantil =
later date. By 1900, many of tae large cities of tuie United
States had caugnt the spirit of tizis new socizl movement.
However the big imuctus did not come until thue organization
of tne MNational Playground Associition, (now trne Naztionul
Recreation Association of America).

Undoubtedly the play movement nrior to 1900 had a more
difficult struggle to exist in tuis country than it had in
other countries. Tnis is vprobably due to turee rewson, -

"In tiae first place, our heritage of Puritaniczi is more gen-

eral tnan that wiicn exists in otftuner le.ding nxtions. In the
second place, the conditions of frentier life wiich dominated
our early history were unf.vorable to the civilization of the

lignter moods of refined recreation; and in the taird place,
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the abundance of nat%ral resources available overstimulat-
ed the work rniotive." L) Withh the gradual maturing of our
national 1if=2, znd with the increase in the size and com-
nlexity of cities tiere began a conscious effort to culti-
vate the play soirit. Tiis effort hus been so effective that
undonovtedly the United states has done more in tune promotion
of national, stite, county, zsnd municipal recreation tiwn
any other nuation of the world.

The slow develonment of >laygrounds from 1885 to tae
establishment of the Pluysround Associztion may te seen in

Tavle II,

Tuble II

Jumber of Cities in thie United States Reporting Supervised
Playgrounds for the First Time, by Years, 1835 = 1907. (2)

-——

Date No. Date 0. Bate Ho.
1885 1 1838 4 1903 2
1889 2 1899 1 1904 5
1893 1 19092 7 1905 4
1894 2 1901 5 1905 9
1896 1 1902 2 1907 6

Total 54

The Playsround Association was established in 1906, and it
began to be effective the first year of its orgunization.
It should also be xept in mind tiw.t althousgh cities reported

nlaygrounds it is not certein tiut they coatiaued treir ploy

(1)Walter R. Saith, op. eit., p. 159-150.

-~

(2)Clarence Z. Rainwater, Op. cit., n. 20. (part of table)
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grounds until 1906. It would secm, then, thnt the discrepn-
ancy in fijsures concerning tne number of cities revorting
nlaygrounds at tue time of the first meeting of tiie associ-
atiori could be accounted for., There figpures range from 20
to 41, and the writer was unable to deternmine which wws the
most newxrly correct. However Table III will saow tie de-

finite figures from 1911 to 1921,

Table III

Twiber of Cities in United States Reporting Cosumunity Re-
creation Leadersnip, by Years, 1911 to 1931, (1)

Date o, Dzte o, Date o,
1911 257 1910 396 1925 748
1912 285 1919 423 1926 790
1913 342 1920 465 1927 815
1914(no rewort) 1921 502 1928 872
1915 432 1922 505 1929 945
1916 371 1923 680 1930 980
1917 481 1924 711 1921 1010

These figurecs wonuld indicate tnat thiere has been an increase
in the United States every year since 1911. The increase in
the provision of cities for leadership znd for nore nlay
space is indicated by Churt I on tiie following puge.
Although the Playground Association is now called the
Hational Flayground and Recreation Association of America,
it is directed by the same foresighted leadership that hus
always characterized its proceedings. The first leaders were

propagandists in the fields of play and recreation, heulth,

(1) Taken from tiie liny issues (1911 to 1932) of Playground
(S3tatistical yearbooks of tlie Playground and Recreation
association of america”
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and social work. This groupn helned unify the playground
movement, In addition, its field workers went from city
to city »utting on campuigns of »ublicity, stirring up lo-
cal interest, aad giving practical 2id in helping eacn
municipality luunch its individuzl movement. Tne problens
in the different cities shaped tihne recreational prosraus in
different ways. 5o in certain cities tlie neignbornood cen-
ter, or tite recreation field house, or tihe crildren's nlay
grounds, are thne leading form of recreation emphasized.

Thece problems which have been met in these vurious
ways seem to be mznifected in stagec of development of the
play movement., As onc puarticular recreational fcature has
been successful in one city it has been tried by otner cities
and if successful hacz been made a part of taneir progr..a,
There seems to be a scrt of a collection of trese different
aspects, - sucn at playgrounds, neighborhood centers, com-
munity centers, until today there is the city department of
recreation which adninisters all of thece activities under
different sub-departments,

Rainwater makes a very carsful enulysis of these stuges
and‘names seven ol them.(l) Thne ses of tihiese stages and
He dates that roughly avproximate the periodare as follows:
"(1) the "sand garden" ctage, dondnunt during 1885-93; (2)

the "ilodel playground" stuge, about 1895-1900; (3) tie "small

(1) Clarence #. Rainwater, op. cit,, Chupter III,
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park" stage, ~bout 1900-05; (4) the "recrextion center"
stage, 1905-12; (5) the "civic-art and welfaure" ctuge,
1912-15; (6) the "neighborhood orgwization" stuge, 1915-
18; (7) tie Y"comaunity service" stage, since 13918." )

The "sand garden" st.ge designate; that period of ten
yeurs thut tre vlayground had boxes or piles of suzund for
crildren under twelve yewurs of age to »laiy in. These sand
piles might be placed in cliurch yards, cettlement yards,
tenant or aparstinent ouse courts, or in purks, and sclool
vyards. Wit tne single esicestion of trie Charlesb.unk Out-
door Gymmasium, these sand goardeas charactericcd tie play-
prounds of tihis deczade,

The "model vnlayground" st.ge is best deccribed zs zn
experimental stuge. Wnile some cities were just accenting
tne sand piles otiles were beginning to experiment with
tynes of eyuinaent, and trained le-dercinip. The older child-
ren were beginning to be considered as vell us tue smaller
ones. Adults were encouraged to be spectators, and at tiies
to even participate in some of the activitics. 1In this
stage, also, it was realized that provision should be vrovide
ed for by the vublic, and not zalone by private prilunthropic
persons, in order that the movement be a success,

The "small =zark" stuage is an attempt to beautify ti

nlay areas and rake tiwen more useable., The period designates

(1) Ivid,, »o. 46,
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the need for play area in all the cougested parts of tihe
city, and their location be accessible to tie homes of thie
district., These areas were not only to be beautiful by
means of lawn and flowers, but they were to be used for vlay
by all ages of the co.munity.

The "recreution center"™ stzge wus perhaus first re_lis-
ed by the South Park Co.niission of Chicago. This period at-
tenpted to accomodate both children and zdults in outdoor
activities and indoor recreation. This necessitated hous-
ing, which was met by the idea of "fieldhouses". The pro=-
grams were combinations of ohysicul exercise; manuwl »lay,
such as kite makxing; aesthetic play, or plzys, drumas, and
musical entertainments; socials, such as dancing, group games
and club meetings; and civic activities, as leciurcs, locul
meeting, and co.mmunity imnrovement discussions.

In the past Tour stzges there has been improvement in
trhe structure of thie nlayground. Recreation at tiis stuage is
provided for all the peonle of that arca, and is »rovided at
all times., In this fifth stage there is not a new develop=-
ment in tae structure of tiie playground but in tne program
which is offered. The "civic-art and welfare" stuge clhiaaged
the emphasis from tne playground structure to a broader pro-
gram, lunicinal bands, orchestras, play guilds, pluay festi-
valg, and civic or cormmunity singing b.gan to appear in the

program. This stage also was a direct rewction against the



exploitation of arts in commercialized recreation.

Thie "neignborhood center" was an orgunization of play
on a neizhborhood basis. This organization has wtteapted
to bring t:ie neighborhood or commnity togetner in groups
tiut were szmaller and more nwnageable thun city or county-
wide group. These neigiboriiood grourns were encourzged to be
celf-gunporting and self-controlled. They were granted use
of tne schrool buildings for their meetings wnd some of course
used tac recrewtion centers,

The "comnunity service" stoge has been a propagundist
stuge. wiortly following thne World war, and evea during the
war, tne Playground and Recrewtion Association felt thie need
of closer union of tie neighborhood grouns. Tils mnoveseat
was tune elcouraging of municipalities to set up self-support-
inz leisure tinez groups and to limit the groun to the neign-
borhood wh.icu wus a small workable unit, Leaders were sent
out to the differeant cities of tie United ostates for t:e »nur-
pose of el ing to organize such a vrogram. The comaunily
service, wiich wao sometimes culled the wur caup coawunity
service, aided cities to adjust themselves to tie uinutural
conditions of a large number of young men wi.o were in the
soldier encampments near tnese cities., Tuis stage lasted
until about 1922 and although Lir. Rainwater hus not added

anotrer stage, it does seem to the write? tiiut another snould

be added.
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There seems not to huve been many revolutionary
chunges in the pust ten years. On the contrary there has
been a gradual development of each of the seven stages of
recreation in each city. Uore exnphasis is being placed on
the results thut cun be measured objectively. The programs
are being broadened to meet all the vossivle needs, of the
groun. Bach city is using statistics to prove tle worth
of tihe playground and the comnunity wrograa. Playground
develonment has passed tle experimentzal stuge and has becone
a recognized municinal benefit. The writer suggests for
this stage tl:e name, "the stu_e of proof."

By way of suvmary, it might be well to note the defin-
ite trends or transitions tnat have taken place in tie pro-
gress of nlaysround develonment. Various authors huve listed

runy of the saze trends; C. I. Rainwater lists nine in number
(1)
follows:

(1) from provision for little childven to that for all
aszes of people;

(2) from facilities operated during tne surmer only to
those maintained throughout the year;

(3) from outdoor equipaent and activities only, to both
outdoor and indoor facilities aud events;

(4) from congested urban districts tc both urban and
rural commaunities;

{53 from »hilanthronic to coimunity sunsort and coatrol;

6) from "free" play and miscellaneous events to "di-
rected" »sluy HLtu o ganized activities and corre-
lated schedules;

(7) from a simsle to a complex field of activities in-
cluding munual, physical aesthetic, social, znd
civic orOJectS°

(8) from ti.e »rovision of fucilities to the definition
of °t&?dl‘z§ for tle uce of leisure time;

(9) from "individual" interests to "group" and cormunity
activities,

(1) Clarence E. Rainwater, Ibid., p. 132,



James Rodgers would add four more concerning the tyne of

taing that is done on tlie »nluyground and in thie recreation
(1)
center,

(1) From tie old notion of pley supervision to play
leadershiip;

(2) from tne old idea of need for apnzratus to the
more recent elvhasis on trained leaders;

(2) from picked teams to mass nurticipution;

(4) from)paid directors to volunteer leaderciip (in
part

3. F. Steiner has noted several other trends otier than those
(2)

already brouzsht out as:

(1) the acyuisition of land outside tie city corporate
limits for recreation, by the city;
(2) parks now seem to coastitute the major rescurce of
tiie urban population for outdoor recresntion;
Thiese trends constitute the major changes thut have taken

place in American »nlay movencnt, and tney have had their

influence in every nation of tie world,

(1) James Rodzers, "Ten Changes in Seventeen Yeurs", Play-
ground, Vol, XVII, Fo. 6, September 1923, »n. 344,

(2) F. F. Steiner, Recent Social Trends, p. 915,



Cnapter III

THE LANWSING COLLIUITITY AD ITS PLaYGROUID DIVLELOPLLLUT

Tre Lansing Comraunity

Lansing bezZan its career in about 1837, wien several
settlers built their houses on tne bunks of the Red Ced@r
and tihe Graad RiVefs. Tnese euarly pioneers built a dan
across tue larger of the two streams and begon an industry
of sawing logs and ectablishing homes, The forest has van-
ished but in its place stands tne industrial city of Lans-
ing, to which tihese two rivers have m.de and still continue
to make their contributions in the beautification of the
city as well as in providing a place for water sports.

Tne state legislature in 1847, voted to estanlisn the
state canitol in this sucll community, 2nd Lansing becmne.an
important city before it had even gained the distinction of
being a village.

Lansing did not grow fast, at first, even though it
was the leading city of tne state. It was not until 1852
that a good road was built from Detroit; nor until 1863 thut
the first railroad vas constructed to the city. Luansing's
first industrial activit, was a dza, built to provide water
power for cutting logs. Later, when thic city liuits were
established by the lesislature, certain arews were set aside

alonz the river and designated for "hyiralic munufucturing",.
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These inducstries have tended to loc:te .Jlong the rwilro.d.
vihat few huve used the rviver as « source of =o.er =znd as
slace of waste refuge huve greatly destroyed its veauty,
and in vlaces have male it guite undesirable.

There has been a definite increase in tie pooulution
every year since Lansing was incorporated as a city in 1859,
The growtn from 1860 (3,074 inhatitants) to 1890 (13,229
innabitants) was fairly rupid. But tie increuce in popula-
tion has been mucn more rapid since 1900, due to the develop-
ment of the Reo and Olds:obile manufacturiﬁ; and auto acces-
sory industries,

Lansing has = sm.ll foreign novulation., Tune forein-
born gToup comnoie only 8,4 »er cent of tre total of 78,397,

percent, and the nztive w.ite of foreign

9]

tke negro only 1.8
or :ized purentuge avout 20 percent., The lurgect nzrcent of
foreign groups 1is from Canuwda, Gerumany, and Englaad. Thaz na=-
tive white of fofeign or mixed parentace huve a difficult
problem in adjusting to the scnools in Lansing and trne home
environment of their purents, When the claygrounds cater to
tuis type of child, as does the Logan otreet School Flayground,
it is almost impossible to' jud.e how much influence can be
attrivuted to the home wid how much cun be attrituted to the
schiool and playground influence,

The city of Lansing is divided into ei_ht wards. The
Logan street School Playground is located in ward 3, (as is

indicated by the green shading on llan I.) Tunere are 1,409
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negroes residing in Lansing, and 58 perceat of theswce live
in ward 3. About 50 »ercent of tne given auaber syrians
of the city also live in tiis wurd. The greater part of
the foreign wad negro in tids ares live ne.r the factories,
Lansing has been particularly fortunzate in having city
officiuls wno have been moderately progressive. Of the
city government, thelpark bourd has been especially inter-
ested in providing the city with mony fine purks wnnd play
areas., The board of education supervices 11 the public
sciiools wnd tiils ¢grouy hus been especially farseein; by not
bonding the city for new scliool buildings. The educztion
devartment of Lansing is almozt entirely free from debt,
wiiich fact hus affected its attitude toward the recreation
progra.a, They have felt the necessity of leisure time pro-
zrams, wnd because tney huve not been handicapned with
burdensome debts they have been able to contribute toward the
City Recreation Department activities,
according to tne 1950 City Directory, there are seventy;
five churches, missions, s.magogues, volunteer and oalvation
Arny halls wrich conduct social meetings and especially young
veoples' meetings. oome of these cuurciies have been active
in the recreation program and severul have gone sc far as to
build gymnasiwas in tihie annex of treir ciurcn or in the
church propzr. Otler churches huve supported and encouraged
teum-sports and have entere:d their tewas in the city indus-

trial leagues,
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Others hzve formed leaguss @wiaong themselves and have
‘had cnampioﬁship teans., They have encouraged adult recres-
'tion'iﬁ adult hand-ball claisses and volleyball teams as well
as the sociul _rouvs, sucit us ouinday Scnool classes =znd

clubs, .

=

Tie Y. W. C. A. zad tue Y. L. C. A. have done exception-
2lly well in tieir recreation:l progroam until thre city re-
creation departmeht becume so well organized thut mauny of
thiose wio once putronized the.e orguizations now use the
facilities wihiicn are offered Ly the city depurtment tecause
tnere is no cost wuttacned to tne recreational events gshonsor-
ed vy city.

Thne industries of Lansing u:ve done mucn toward the
advance:ment of tiae recrestion progrun in furaisuning =wnd sup-
porting tesuas, encourzging vnarticivation by tuneir eavloyees,
and by actuud finunciwldl zid. Toe industries at one tine ore
ganized and administered their ovm atizletic progrwa, buv
since the city depgartment has been orgunised tiie industrics
and thne city departaent have cooperated in tile orgunization
wad proaotion of the leagues., Some of tie iadustries still
carry on progr.ans within their own plunts, sucnh s bowling,
volleyball, and indoorball, between the den.rtiments witnin
the factory. Tiie Reo llotor Car Comnauny probubly has done
more than any other vlunt ia the city towwrd providing theilr

emplovees und their families with recreation.
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Llovies, pool-rooms, seni-profession:.l baseball und
dance halls have ccunrised the greuter part of the coumer-
cizl recreationul fucilities offered to the Lunsing people.

Witn tiis baciground of the city of Lanzing it is hop-
ed that the reuder may guin a clearer conception of the
consciousness of the coamunity concerning tuz necessity of
a good recreation program,. It seems logicul that Lansing,
with its stuble and progressive vo_ulation should huve lea-
ders that recognize the bencfits of an orgunization te di-
rect leisure time actirities, such peosle consider tne worth
of playgrounds to their crildren and its vilue in tue use of

leisure timne,

Develomaent of Playgsrounds in Lonsing

In the swaiacr of 1911, Miss Il.y ugner, « principal in
the Lansing Scuiiool gyatent, vias visiting in Rocirester, llew
York. wone becane very wich interested in pleygrounds in
that city and it was suggested to her tiiit sne .iight do thut
kind of work in her owm comxaunity. olie pondered ovar tne
idea for some time und fin-lly decided to try her »luan. In

seoptember of tiwt yewr sne reported to tiie Lunsing Princinals

»

Association viint sne knew cbout pluygrounds and sug_ested that
they could be develonzd in Lansing. (then o city of 33,300
peonle, less thun helf the size it is todar.) As a result
a cormaittee wis w nointcd to vre.cnt tis mztter of mmncipal
vluygrounds to tie peosle of the city. A mamgs mceting wis

czlled wiicha was attenlded by meumkers of trie Cit) Council,



tne Zoard of Hducation, Principals' aAssociation =nd other
individuals who vere interested wind understood
mental needs of suvervised recre=tion for cuilirea. The
chairman of tie committee pecented = plun widch waoe entrnus-
i stically received zad w.ich proved to te =z nuclauc Tor
tiie »loyoround aoverment,

At a second mass nceting, on Octover 11, 1911, tue
comnittee nresented = counstitution wiiich wus acce_ted, and
fficers were elected. Lunsing Public Playurounds becaue

an assured fuct. obuch nuwaes z2g Lee EZallinger, Jues U,
Reasoner, Lkwy Woepner, and Hwrry Leanett appeared wiong the
officers of tiis wssociation. Tihose on tihe voard were Vic-
tor Patten;ill, John licClellzan, Dr. a. K. Ouvean, George K.
Thomas, drs., F. C. aldinger, irs, Riclwrd ocott, wand lirs,
Elijahk Poxson. Thnis bourd continued to function during tre

yoriod of 1211 to 1915.

r—

‘-
[
1S

The newly elected bor.rd decided that it would not =z
for municipul cupport until nloygrounds in Lansing hed prove-
ed a success, Tnroush ti:e generocity of u few citizens wno
don=ted from one to ten dollurs exch, o budset of 653.00
vas raised for tne firut year.

During July and auguszt of 1912, Lunsing trizd ite ex-
verimsnt of tie promotion of jublic nl.uy rounds. w0 Dlay=-
orounds were opened, one on eagt side--Bast cide Purk (now
czlled 0. Park) -- and one on the west side of town--zla-

e zoo otreet welwool Pluyground, It shoild be noted th.t
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from the very firct experimzat the Bourd of Hducation vas
interested in tie movement ..1d promoted pl yground by ul-
lowing the use of sclhiool zronerty for swizer »l . yoround use,

The attendance for tie first year, though not as l.rge
a5 tiet of tre followdnz, weas very szutisfuctory, veing close
to 20,000, Parents frejuently did not understund tihct puid
sunervisors were constuntly on the grounds during hours and
that tne crildren were as safe thiere us in their owin buack-
yards.

50 successful wez the nl.yoround werx the first suiamer

~

it the Park Board guve the necessary financial sunuvort tle
following yewr, allowing the »nluyground comamittee full zu-

thority in zcpending tie fuands -- ensloring sujervisors, di-

recting work wnd fixing o [progroa.
There were three »luygorounds operated during July end

avgcust of second ewr of muintenance, but as oHroviaced, there

e older boys wnd girls.

.

e no playgrounds wiicn wttructed

vier

)

sroand Assoclation realizcd that trese boys wuind girls

~."

The Pch
should be reached, and tiney attemnnted to provide pluy gpace
for tnen as soon as tuey were able to secure tie meuns,

The standurds towurd wiich the wusesociation vas wor:ing
during these first few Jeuss were zdequately expressed in the
yeur-book for 1915,

"o cits thie size of Lansing should have not lees tuun

Tive puvlic »laygrounds with space resersved for future use.
E;cn cronnd snould be lurge encush to give senarate spuce
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for tie older sirls .und = sepurate spuce for tiie older

bo" Tne gronnids should be lwid out by a comretint land=-
ﬁe arciitect, Pluces c¢f ghelter, drianxing fountuins and

t01le ts giould be »nrovided and the sane care wnd thoucht

-

should Dbe exercised zs in the case of otuer ublic uullluJ.
Finoally thece szane pluay spaces siivould be utilized in tre
evening by nen «ad women of tie coiuaunits wio need wiiolesoue
recreztion," (1)

wr, mduurd Belitt was the supervisor of »layvgrounds for
thie yeawrs 1913, 1914, wnd 1915. He Dbrouglt to tihe work a
constructive, scientific and professionul service wiiicii cun
scarcely be over-estimated., He believed tnat plzy supcrvi-
gsion waie a very imsortznt prase of =2luy.oround work, but lie
also believed tiv.t it was essenticl to provide luyerounds
with a certain asnount of eyuipuent wnd apparctus. His sci-
entific attitude caused rim to »rovide a weeldly 1eeting for
ovlayground directors in w..ich taey discussed thelr projrua
for the coning veek., ew gwres and rules were discussed and

exvlained., These progruass, included singing guaes, suitavle
for =uxll children; Jrouy games; conpetitive Zruaes for boys
and for girls; folkx gules; wnd story telling.

In 1915, at the Kulamazoo sStreet school Playground, a
kite contest had many enthusissts, and at East oide Park the
younger borys orgainized a sail bout club.

Attendence renorts were considerably smaller tnan they
are today but considering tie vosulation, wualch wus woout

40,000, tihere was o grea.t deal of intere.t siwown,

c———————

(l) Lansing Ployoround association Rejport 1915.



TABLE IV

Attendence Renorts of the Lunsing Play rounds Ly Play-
srounds for 1914 and 1915 (1)

Playground : attendance
' 1914 ' 1915
Last Side Park t 24,410 ¢ 30,301
Kulaazoo ot. behool P 7,673 : 8,772
lioores Purk ¢ 6,935 : 6,163
Reo Purk e : 9,005

During each swurucr, the playorounds were opened 52

B

'~

La

ct

duys, It was estimeted that cost of the t0 original

@

nlaysroands for tvo yeurs wicunted to zhoot two cents per
day for each crild using the oloysround,

During tiids beginning, from 1913 to 1915, finuaces
wvere oovtiined from different sources. Tihe co.uiittee woried
with grezt effort during tuere yeurs to wrovide wdejuate
playgrounds. ‘hen thae funds were deficient from the Park
Board they had to be solicited from citizens wiio were usuzl-
ly very willing to give their support.

At tue end of tie seucon of 1915 thie comaittee decided
that the work w.oe.too importunt to rest unon sporadic effort
znd that it »nronerly belonsed to the municipality, so taey

vetitioned the City Counc:1 to assume full responcibility in

- T




order that the benefits derived by the children of tie
commwnity misnt be based uson an assurance of periwnenc,
and in 1916 tine Park Bourd assumed control.

Between tine yewrs of 1916 uand 1929 tie ploy wrosranm
graduslly increaged. A ranidly srowing modern industrial
city, absorbing muny young men and woaen in it. v-rious in-
dustrizl nlauts cond auxilliary enterprises, needed »luy
spaces aad sv»ort pnrogcrums to ealiven tine free hours of its
people., The park departacnt withh its foresightedaess was
holding to a general w»ark expansion plan wiilch wus keening
pace with tlie demands. As tihe city grew mof purk znd re-
creation =zr-ags were ac.ulrei wid a larger progran developed.'

In the mean tins trne Board of ZEducation was securing
facilities and vuilding excellent structures to xeen nace
with the education of tne youth of tane city. They provided'
nlaygrounds in connection with the scrool buildings wiich
weré used during the swuaer as plaoyfields. odeverul Junior,
genior, znd srade sciwools, were pullt with large gyammsiwms
znd auditoriums as integral units, with the idea tnut some
day7 these would be used by the general oublic,

A loaz winter, p:rmitting but little outdoor =wctivity,
soon brought in the use of the school gyunasiuass for indoor
industrial athletic leagues. Within z few years thie probles
of caring for zll tlie niaygrounds and the facilities of the
gy.nasiums that were used during the winter becuuse so greut

that it was felt tr.t a full time Director of Recrzation



cnould be employzd to administer the nrosrica zlresdly

started and to e:xdand and develop tre sro rad consistent

-

1.

witn tihe fucilitize wond funds provided. Conce vently, wt
a joint rmeeting of tie Board of Zducation, the Purk Eourd,
@ representgtive of tiie Zutionul Recreation Associwtion wnd
thhe Llayor of tihie civy, tile Departm=at of Recreation vecuiie
a fact,

Playzsround develoonment during tiaece tnirtzen jears wa.

+

arogressing, but only s the Parx Bowrd cnd tas Bowrd ol
Zducation could find time to iacorpor.te nare into their »ro-
gram,  Perhups w table will poriray becst vwnlt took place,
Trne figures in T .vle 7V were obtuined from the vewrbooks of
the H:tionuwl Recreution Ascocistion. The data are not con-
nlste for ewch ye.r becuuse suvie of tie ye.rbodoks were una=-
vailavle uid otiacrs did not have Lansing enwacrated. The
Jdztional Recreztion associstion wlso chunged the rue.tions
whiich they acited so tiiot sone of tic statistics in tize tavle
are not comnlete.
One vwill notice how the fijsures begin to ciiznge after

1929 winen o full tie director wos niired und wiosce only

duty it was to oversee city recreation. The one full-time
recresgtion leuzder thwet is noted from 1925 to 19°8 wus a su-
Perviscor of atiletics =wid vhysical education in tic sciiool
and it was nis duty to loox after trie scuool loy rounas,
he did not spend nis entire time promoting wmnicipul recrea-

tion, TFrom 1915 to 1229 both tie City Furus dewrtaent wn

tiie Bourd of Daucation conducted their plaiysrounl:s under
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different direction .ad independently of euch other, Soume
vears only one of these depuartments sent in records
to the Hational Recrewution ascociation, so thut at tinmes
there seems to be a decrezse (1922 and 1923) in the numper
of playgrounds,
. . . 1N 1932 was . .
The City Recreation departmcat = rmew comvosed of three

Tull time workers. Nr., augu-t Fischer, the dir:zctor of re-

creation, lrs, Harold Harvey, the ascistant director in che.rge
of all women's recreation, and lirs, Gleason, & secretary in
thie department office. This staflf hus succeeded in currying
on a program viiich has hiad n.otional recognition.

Many 6f tlie athletic leugues were sturted by tie indus-
tries of the city, but the recreation department has organ-
ized these under ohe lie.d to elininate overlapping of tne
activities of tne different orgunizaticns, Tuble VI will
indicute the extent of the progr.m which the recreztion de-
partnent is sponcoring in thie line of athletic participation,

Diazmond ball for the girls and busebzll for the izen nas
attracted w grewt dexl of interelt in thie city. at tlhe
clrampionship gune of the girl's diamond bull there is record=-
ed an attendance of 5,000 spectutors., altnough the depaurti-
rent does not encourage snectatorship, the interest in thnece
cames have made it necessary to estanlish bleachers for the
crowds.

Besides these ganes the department has orgunized o Girl's

Recreztion Club which gives suggestions to Mrs. Harvey as to



TABLE VI

Athletic Leagues Promoted by the Lansing Recreation
Department and the Ixtent of Participation,for 1932

¢ No. ¢ No. No. No.
Teams: Played: Players: Spectators

Summer leagues
Baseball

Capitol City League : 9 ¢ 116 : 164 156,430
Junior Baseball
City League : 7 46 103 4,850
National League : 7 48 125 13,3C0
American League : 9 60 147 3 5,700
Class D League ] 7 s 37 110 5,000
Men's Diamond Ball 3 6 47 3 75 3 42,325
Girl's Iiamond Ball 0o 20
Class A League : 5 ¢ S s -
Class B League : 4 3 20 56 3 57,550
Tinter Indoor Program
Men's Basketball s
Class A League : 6 33 s 68 29,663
Class B League : 8 58 104 : 26,056
Class C League H 8 59 96 4,372
Men's Indoor Baseball 5 30 74 2,248
Men's Volleyball ¢ 6 ¢ (len's recreation clubs.)
Girl's Basketball
Class A League : 5 23 3 64 13,167
Class B League s 6 32 3 71 7,375
Class C League H 5 3C 62 5,000

L L] o 00 00 00 o0 [ 1}

(1) Lansing City Recreation Department Annual Report, 1932,






tie types of recreution tihe girls would lixe to particin:.te
in, The departient then surveys the situction nnd if tae
suggesticn warrants 2 larze encugh attendaince to be 27 berne-
fit the progrza is put into effect, 4ll tiie probleus wiich
arise in connection with the adainistration of tae girls!
b2ll leagues are settled by trnis group of girls.

The men's advisory board ic called tih.e Lunsing athnletic
Federation. It cssumes practically the same sosition as
does tne girls' organization.

Resides the playground and athletic leagues, the City
Recreation Departaent hus orpganized what is termed Recrea-
tion Clubs. Theie are neignvorhood clubs and have veen
orgzanized in vorious punrts of tihe city. These clubgs mcet
in the gymnasiums of the grade schools, Tre meavership in
tres2 grouns consists of tuoce of littlc means, most of viiom
are e ployed only part time, affording but a bare living,
and others even less fortunate. TFor tle women the weelkly
mezting in the school house is a sociul gothering and is
anticipated witin great vleusure. In many instances tils
particinuation furnisries tie only outlet for relief from the
ever nressing nroble:ms of living. The women's progrum is
divided into two »narts: nat devoted to calisthenics and
gauazs, and thot of handicraft, nusic, drazatics, wnd soclals,
The nmen's clubs devote most of their tine to gumes. At the
end of thie season the nen'®s and the wonen's clubs have a
joint vlay festivﬁl. Lach groun puts on o sunort »loy, and

the rest of thne time isc spent in social gumes,



The recrention department z2lso spoasors Oune act Ploy
Contests, llurvle Contests, llodel Airplone Contests, First
aid znd Lice onving lessons, tennis lessoans, tan-d-ncing
lessons, ~ad Clristmas Lignting Contects.

HDach wintz=r there has been conducted a Scciol Recrea=-
tion Institute whichn has as its »ur o.e inctruction in gone
leaders.in, comaunity singianz wnd tioe gencral coaduct of
soclal wrosrwaz., This institute is decigned to aid sociuwl
leaders in purent-te..cner associations, churches, clubs,
lod.es zad cimilor grouns., It is an excellent educationwl
institute in leadersiiin, =nd resulis are apvarent in tnat

excellent sociul directors have receivoed their truining in

tilese grouns.

Playsrounds in Lansing in 1932

As will be noted from Table V, thcre were seventeen
playgrounis onerated by the Department of Recreation in
1932, Tuaey were on nurk proparties and bourd of educution
grounds, s follows: OuXk Yerik, Ferris Park, Scott Pluyfield,
Liocores Park, Potter PYurk, Reasoner Pork, Juentin Park, Green-
croft Park, Holy Cross School, iichigan avenue bciiool, Fos-
ter Avenue ochool, Logwn Street School, Charistuncy otreet
Scenool, Allen otreet School, Grand River Avenue ochool,
Willow Street School, and Thomas Street school, ilup I indi-
cates the locaition of tlhiese in the city.

Playsrounds oscn the middle of June aad close the lust

veex in sugust nroviding a tea wesk progr.il tiet is full of
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interesting activitizs for both chiildren and adults to
do. Tue opening of vlaygrounds is preceeded by z training
institute for playground directors. Time is gpent in tneory

and adainistration of a »layground wad its wopied subjecis
oZ folk dancing, atialctic leigues, tournanents, g.mes and
handicraft,

Persons wio are given pocitions as leaders on tne zlay
5round; in Loensing are recruited from colleges and the teach-
ing staff of tue local sclhiool cystem. The department huas
veen hiring only Lunsing revidents for the puet tio ye.rs
and has had erxcentionul coonerztion fron the directors.

a of the 17 playgrounds is nrovided withh two directors;
a2 man and a womon, This policy has beesn adilered to ws nucn
as possivle but trere arz a few playzrounds wilch hwve only
one director wad some of thne lurge parks nave three direc-
tors.

Playgrounds werc owuen every day -- except suturday und
sunday-- from 9:00 a.m. to 8:30 pem. viti a continuous pro-
cram.  Playsround attendance is tuken three times dully;
merning, afternoon, and evening, and a totzl of thecse is

iven as the doys attendance., There are severul city-wide

> Cy

(“(\

progranms sponsored tihrough the playgrounds during the sum-
mer, Thesc will be mentioned in the following chunters in
conjunction with a detailed discussion of the Logun Street

Scnool Playground.
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Chapter IV
THT LOGAN STREET SCHOOL PRAYGROULD

The Logan sStreet Sciiool is one of tne oldest schools
in the Lansing school systea., It is locatzd on the south-
east corner of tne Logon and Williams Street intersection,
about a block from tne Olds Lotor Company and tae Fisher
Body Corporation., The school area is sixteen blocks from
the intersection, Wachington and #ichigan Streets, the bus-
iness center of Lansing. Its exact location with refereace
to the city will be noted on M.p I, Logan Street is a
through-traffic street znd accomodates a4 great deal of north
and soutn bouad truffic from the tvwo fuctories neur by, Both
streets are paved which tends to make truffic heavier and
consequently more dangerous for cunildren in the streets. Two
blocks soutn of tlhe school is a large viaduct whnich crosses
the many railrouwd switches to the factories and two main
lines of the Grand Trunk Railway, as well as the Grand River,

The Logan Street School wos built in 1896, It was used
as a grade school, and included g%ades one to eignht. Accord-
ing to Lr, Chanberlain, Business lunuger of tne Board of d=-
ucation, tnis school has zlways served a grewt portion of the
negro ponulution of the city. HMe stated that negroes inha-
bited this part of the city even before the Y1ds factory was

built. Tnis school provided education for the children of
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this part of Lansing until 1912, when the conditions te-
camie so crowded thuwt it wus deemed necessary to build an
addition to tne building., This addition consisted of four
upstair rooms and two busement rooms., It fulfilled the
needs for zbout nine yeurs until tie Jest Junior Eigh school
was built, and tihe seventn and eighth grudes were trunsfered
to the new school,

In 1330, a new school was built on west liain Street
about seven blocis west of Logun Street (Map I) to cure for
the children in thut zrea. This was a grade school znd pro-
vided accomodations for muny of the children attending the
Logan Street School, Thne children of the fifth and sixkth
grades were transfered to iluin otreet Lenool, to ilicnigun
avenue School, and Kwlumazoo Street School, all of these
scnools are large and well equipped., 1In 1932, 211 of the
cnildren were distributed to these three schools and the Lo-
gan Street School wus closed. This procedure obviated the
necessity of redecorating and remodeling the old structure,
whicn aided in tiie economy prograi of tiie Bourd of Education,
The other schools were capable of caring for all of tue
grades :nd the newer fuacilities of the schools mude poscible
a larger variety of wctivities aand a more wiolesome environ-
ment for those transferred. The closing of the school build-
ing did not nowever nececessitzte tiie clocing of tie play-
ground to the children as a play space. Tie building and

Space still is owned by the Bourd of ZIducation and sup:rvised
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sumaer plajsround has been conducted tiere for tie puast two
years.,

he Logan street School play area is about 200 by 175
feet, Neur tue center is the school building wizich occupies
an area zoout 60 by 120 feet. Tie ground is enclosed by a
fence on two sides, as will be noted on tue following dia-
gram. There are silewalks on taree sides of the building
wnicn offer cnildren a »nlace to pluy gamnes that rejuire bounc-
ing a ball. Taere is o« drinking fountain on tle west side
of the vuilding. Illuny trees offer slu.e during the hot sun-
ner days, wad often the row of trees betiueen the ball diu-
nond und the scnool uct au a protzctor to the windows of the
building. There is a smull patch of gruss on tie corner,
nexr the street intersection, nad tne rest of tue play sur-
face consists of a combinawtion of gravel und vwhat seems to
be vowdered cinders und clay soil., It is very dirty, znd
children wnlaying on tirie playground find it rather difficult
to keep clcan.

There is no staznding apparatus on the playsround, such
as swings, slides, teeters, or climbing biurs. A sand box
is built on tre grounds at the beginning of the swamer and
it remains there until it is dilasidzted or until the older
boys tear it to oieces,

For many years the larger boys of the comaunity huve
used the school playzground for playing ball and as a general

meeting place. Becauce tihe play area was so small the balls
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were continually going over the fence, and conse;juently
the family on the east side of the grounds (an American
family) was constantly complaining because the boys were
not careful wihen retrieving the ball from their gorden.
These boys were noisy and inclined to be destructive, re-
sulting in the breaking of many of the windows. They seen-
ed to care little for the school property or for thne neigh-
boring private property. hile tue older boys were playing
on the school grounds thiere was ejually as large a group of
smaller crildren playing in tie streets. The combination
of the larger boys on the wnlayground and the smualler ones
in tae street was defiaitely wrong for the welfare of the
children., There is =z lurge playfield (Scottfield) nine
blocks from titis schiool bwilding wriich would afford plenty
of space for the larger boys to »luy, unhaapered by the
lack of adejuate area. (Map I) These larger boys could be
expected to travel thut distance but it would be impossible
for tie younger children to go that far. So an attempt was
made to change the area into a children's nlayground, usad
the older boys were acked to patronize Scott Field, 4As a
result a sunervisor was provided for the Logan street School
Playc;round for the first time in the sammer of 1921,

 This supervisor was confronted with mmny orobleas be-
cause of the hetero_eneous comjosition of the ponulution.
The population of ﬁhe.city ward, in wikich the Logan Street

Playground is situated hxs been discussed in Chapter III,



page 24. This pluy_round is ia tiie midst of two yuite
distinact eti:nic arews - one immediately to tle west is
negro, uid onc immediately to tlie ewst is Syriza, Tie
area is in « fuctory detrict, alon; railrozd tracls and
thie river, where property values are low and desiracle
living conditions are linited. Tihe ward, as noted oﬁ

Map I, is a twel larger wrea tuwn tin.t viiich is served

by tiie Logun oStreet Schiool Playsround. /

T:ie nunber of families represented by the chiildrean
tiiat fregueat tre pla;;round vo.s derived from the regis-
tration cards wiich every child is required to mmke out
when he atteads tie »nlzyground for tne firet time. There
are always soxe wio <o not file their regsistrations but a
larize rortion of tierr do, especizlly on thie small plgy-
ground vwiere 211 of the children =zre acquainted with tne
directors. Cownlete regisirztion, whichh is rejuired for
ellblbllluy to purticipate in thne internluycoround activi-
ties, mnike the regictration more accurate tima it aight
otnervise be, “htlon«llty is not called for on ths regis-
tration cards but this was acijuired tarough the directors!
acquaintance with the caildren, For the puruose of tlis
study zll the children living ot one address are consider-
ed one fuiily,

During the sumier of 1921, there wvere 62 fuuilies re-
presented by tue chiildren using tre nlysround,  Of tiese

fumilies, 40 percent viere negro frwmilies, 45 pe

34

~Ccont vIere

Syrian fanilies, and tihie other 15 perceatl were Anericon

witite,
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Trne nmumber of families zad thelr clisgification for
the suner of 1932 illustrate about thie saie proportion
of Ilegroes, Syrians, wnd others as did tiie first swaizer,
About 46 nercent of tiie 63 fuuilies registered were ne_ro,
41 percent were oyrian, wnd 12 percent were other fanilies.

The location of tie fauailies tiet us:zd tie pluyoround
is shown on the following two ciurts. Tie nwiber within
t;e circle designetes tiie nunb=r of childrean from ewch
fanily registored on the pluysround. The different colors
illustrate the nutionwlity or race of the fumilies., 1o
attemnt hos been rnude to determine the size of the fanily
from the registration cards, becouse only @ portion of the
citildren in a family cre represented on the »Hlaysround,

To the wiriterts knowledse there hag been no thorough
study male of the negro nopulation of Lensing, but tuis
seems to be the only ecoloiical area of nesro porulation in
the city., The negro families are large znd the nomes ruther
dilapiduted. aAccording to the city welfare departicnt zbout
15 percent of the fwnilies that have been served by that de-
partment are necro charges. The nesro only foras wront 28
rercent of tre population, so that we could coaclude trat
a larger portion of ncioroes, tian tiae population at l.rge,
nare found it necessary to apply to the city for =id,

Chiildiren are cared for =3 well as such surrouudings

qsere 21l trpes of Ilesroes tiot visited

(o [

L1
0]
o
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will permait, The

the playground. Soue :iothers are concerned about the welfare
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of their clildren to tie point of getting zc,uaiatzd with
the zlay_round dircctors wad inguiring os to the prosrois.
Otiers uwllowzl ticir ciiildren to do ws trhey nleacscd wnd
sugzported tiien ia their offencses,

T:ie Ilero boys cnd girls arc guite athletic and they
enjoy »le.ying in te-u gwies, Trne, zare o coigenlzl roun
in play activities wad tie cnildren of plaryceround age, as
a rule, ares not troublesome., Trne directors of tl.c lay-
ground daid, hovever, find svae difficulty witn the older
voys, bzcuuce tiery n.d alowye Dloyed on tlhls school ground
wnd tiey could not understond viiy they h.d to move off,

The Syrian poolition ks been guite ade natecly studied

1

by Ir, Waffa in his tiesis concerning tre oryriun population
(1)

of tne City of Lunsing, He concludes tiat tie orrian

srou) newr tine Olds 1s industrious z:nd econcmicul,. Tiiey

do not hzve the standarde of lkousing tihi.t americans do.

They huve lorce hivuses wnd ovut little furmiture, Cften thne

furniture ig ola cud laciing in v.rnisa; tlhe rugs are worn

or trere maybs no flocyr coverings at all. Llaay of the homes

in the brriaa colony cre orcrcrovded and taree aad four ciiild-

ren clecn in one bed., The Syrian chiildren are tuucht to

obey their paurents, and instewd of tie ciild doing something

because he wants to, they zwre mude to do it because of the

desire of their parentis. The pareuts have a very definite

- -~ — - ~——

e e - —— = - - -—— — -

(1) Yussif waffa, A Sociological Study of the sSyriun Popu-

laticn of Lunsing, lilchigun, ll.sters Thesis, il. o. C.
1928,
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control even over tiie older cuildren until their wurriszge.
The Syrian =23ults seea tc enjoy having iheir cnildrea in

scnool and purticularly enjoy .eeing them muiie Prosress.
lost of tue ciitildren can speuk the Sryriaan lansuace tut
they use 4Sn3lichi on trhe »laysround. They have zcied os
internreters for tie directors on differeat occ;éions.
Most of tre Oyrian adults seen to understand the Inglish
luanguagse oat t;ey‘seldom uze it, snd especially is tiie
true wiizn tiiey zet excited or angry.

The Syrian neonle as a rule do not attend the Pzarent
Tezchiers Associations of the schnools and according to Mr.( )

1

Waffa's thesisc also tiiey do not belons to iuierican clubs,
The younger cnildren find »nleasure in tue Y.lI.C.A., tiie
Y.V.C.A.,, and the Boy Scouts.

llembers of the Syrian trouﬂ hwve been fuctory eazlojees
and since tne factories huve discliarged so many »eople this
groun has suffered withh the rest of the unemnloyed. One
Syrian leader said that ray of the Syrian »neople nzve lost
money in banks and have had to apply to the city for uid,

The negroes and Syrian children attending tie »laygsround
find 1little difficulty in getting along witi. eacn other. OFf
course thz childran are under the aze of 15 wnd may not have
formed any race pvrejudices. Tiis playground illustrates the

truta of the following statement,

— . e i e e —— e ————wr




I believe trhat tlie Aamerican school pluyground is the
createst kindergurten of democracy ever conceived., Here
children of notive ciid foreign-bvorn citizens reet aand nine-
gle together undeyr the noct foverable circumsvances. It
is tne gre:t onmortunity wrnich the Anerican rlay:sround
offers in bringing together the boys and zirls before tiese
prejudices have been develosed too far, and allowing tien
to meet and to know each othzsr, that constitutes it an
important part of the melting pot. (1)

A tzobulation of the data on the registration cards
for 1921, siiows tne number of children in tuhe different
age groups., Of the 126 children registered, 72 perc:nt
are between the ages of 8 and 14. Tanere are 71 boys and
55 girls or a percentage of 56 and 44 respectively. OFf
this groupn also there are 67 Syrians, 48 Negroes, and 1l
otliers wino are white. of various pareatal stock. Tiis
division siiows, in Tuble VII, that thae Syrian group forms
over 51 percent of tlhe children attending the playsround,

while the Wesgro forms 38 percent, and the otners about 9

percent.

e

— - ————

(1) Prancis G. Blair, "The Place of Plgygrounds in the )
American lelting Pot.® Play;round Vol, 21 (Feb. 19:8),
pe. 607,
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Color and Nationality
Number of

VII

Nationality and Color, for 1931
tGirlss:NegroessSyrians:

TABILE

Sex,
¢:No,of :No.of 2

2 330YS

Pct.

No.

Distribution of Children Using the Logan Street School
sTotal:s

Playground by Age,

Age
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(1)

o0

le)

15

16

17

12

67

48

55

¢100,0 3¢ 71

126

Total

10

52,

43,632 38,0

56,4
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The data r:gurding the age groups of tne cliildren
for tihe surmer of 1922 show practicall;y the s=zme trends
as 1llustirated by the figures for 1931, These figures are
presented for comparison in Tzble VIII, Ia 1922, there
were only 113 ciilcdren registered on tiie playground,

(Girls over 11 were not registered as they were in 1931)

Of this group 6€ bor:z and 47 girls were registered, wiaich
is a percentage of 53 and 41 ressectively. The Tegro wad
oyrian grouns seem to be more neirly eguzl; 41 nerceant

were llegros, 46 percent were Syrians, and 11 percent of
other classification. The Syrizn grou) seeas to have a
wvell distributed age grouning, waile tiae Tegroes have a
relatively hign number of tiiose 0ld enougn to be interested
in teamn ganes, By fur tne greatcer nuw.ber of Jewro cuildren
are between tue azes of 9 aud 14,

It is significant to realize that the plarground is
reaciing the cnildren of adolescent age. It is during this
age that many of the delinquent problems arise, The approxe-
imately egnul number of Tegro cand Syrian groups may account
for their ability to play well together., INeither is super-
ior in number so tawt sunrenccy is gained only by zbility,

and activity witnin tae group.
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It was clso found thnat tiie cnildren trovel from one
to si:t blocks to tre »laysround., In 1931, 65.8 percent
of the ciiildren traveled two blocks, Theoe .tuticstics
are presented in Tuble IX. Tre writer included tiie block
in wlhiich tihe child lived but not the blockt in wiich the
school building wus located. The distznce traveled bty
criildren living across the street from the school wus con-

sidered as being one block.

TABLSE IX

Distance Chiildren Travel to the Logun street Scliool
Playground, in 1921,

-

No. of ¢ Yeciro :  Svrian : Ctuer : Totzl
Blocks ! o, : Pct : No. : Pct : No. : Pect : Mo, : Pct
1. 10 21 41, 62 5 42 56 44
2e 11 23 14 21 2 17 27 21
3e 14 29 4 7 4 33 2 18
4, 4 8 3 4 7 6
d. 5 19 4 6 1 3 10 8
6., 4 8 4 3
Total 48 100 66 100 12 100 126 100

This will indicate that 62 percent of the Syrizus truvel
only one blocx to the playground vwiiile aboutv tlie suue per-
centzge of negroes travel about three blocks. The fact

that the Syrisns live closer to tie pluground mazes it
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riore accessible to tuiew znd »nrobobly tihis is the reason
that more'Syrian adults are intereszted in the pluycsround
than nesro adults., Of the nole groun, 83 nerceat live
within three blocis of the nlayground. Miss Forrell

found in a study of »Hlaygrounds ol ‘Wasnington, 3. C.,

trhat trne rmedian distance traveled is slightiy fortner then
hat traveled by tie Logan Street Schiool p»luyosround child-
ren. (1)

Thie Distance thrut the children traveled to tic »lay-
ground in 1932, 1is shown in Table X. These distances ure
abot thne sa..e as tl.ose shown for the first sumraer, The
statistics for tiis table were octzained by tlhe same retiod

as were tihose of the preceding surmer,

o,

- -

(1) Farrell, Helen Gertrude. Tune Gffective Radius of
Recreation Centers in Waspingtoan, D. C. Pulletin of

Mationul Recrection association, Mo. 2438 (June 13931).
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TalLlay X

Distance Chnildr:n Travel to the Logan Street Hcrool
Plauysround, in 1932,

giacgf : vﬁagro : “eriuz : ~ Other ___: Total

= »°_quo. : Pct ¢ Mo, ¢ Pct & Io. : Pct : 2o, : Pct
1. 6 13 S2 69 € 46 L4 39
2 18 <8 16 610] 6 &0 4 3O
Se 11 23 1 2 2 11
4, 7 15 7 6
5. 5 11 4 8 1 8 10 9
6.

Total 47 100 53 100 13 122 11& 100

The majority of CSyrizn children live within a block of the
playsround wnile the Jesro cnrildren travel @ greuter dis-
tance, Tiie perceantage in tiie unclassified group) dasignated
as other truveling one and twvo blocks is very nigin because
tie nunoer of children'is small, Toie large percent of
negro cnildren bvetween tiie ages of 9 and 14, referred to
avove, muy be due to tle necessity of tue negro cnildren
to travel further tuun Syrians to tne pl.yground, The
c2all children are not allowved to ¢go two or three blocxs
to play unless tney are cccomranied by their purentc or an
oldexr brotuner or sister, TFor tiie swmer of 132, 85 ver-
cent of tie ciiildrean traveled tiree blocks or lecs to tle

zlayoround, wnd tie waverage ciild truveld 2.2 blocius,






59

Computations show tht supervision and equi-ment on
this playcround cost the city wbout ;.03 a day for each
cinild using tae »Hluoygrouni. This cost wae computed from
the averase d=ily zttendance, (182) and from the sulary of
leadership (5300) a2nd cost of epmioment (;25); (The
metnod of taking the attandance hos been referred to on
page 71, Chupter V. ), Tais cost secms low wien compared
to comaercial recreation. a cnild cun play on the nlay-
cround from 9 o'clock in tie oraning until 8:30 at night
for only a cost of .09, (This cost of :3.09 is beczuse
the attendance is ta’zen three times a doy znd if the child
was on the wlayzrouad he would be counted tihree times.)

The —loysround is not adequate for this area. The
older cnildren are not cared for, tinere are no swings,
slides, nor standing woparatus whiich children like on the

(1)
playgsround., The area is too mmull for large teun
ganes without disturving neighboring nroperty, und adults
ha7ve no opgportunity to play except on special occusions,

A swaerization of the chapter, will show thot about
43 percent of the faumilies using the playground were s rian,
43 percent negro and 1+ percent were not classified in
eitner of thie two grouns, Seveniy-five percent of the
cnildren attending the playsround were between the age of
8 and l4. Of the playsround children who are regictered

49 pcrcent were Syrian children, 40 percent Negro cnildren,

(1) Bourd of Education, Chicugo 1925 Renert, "Jnut Do
Children Vi.nt?". Plav round, Vol., 20, July 19:26)
P. 215.
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and 11 percent were of "oth.r" clussificution. There was
13 »wercent moe voys than girls, The averase ciiild travels
about 2,3 blocks to the »luysround znd tie ne.ro group
tenas to travel further thun the Syrian group, The cozt
to the city of providing supervicion on tiis 1lay round

about .05 per day for eacnhn child attending thz nlay-

[
[0}
£

ground. In general, it seems thot the Logan Street scrnool
Playgcround might meet tite nceds of the grouv in thiis neigh-
borhood more =deguately by providing a larger play,round

and soue stanling equipmint such as swings, and slides,
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Chapter V
~COIVIDILS O UHY LCGaN 3TRIET SCIOCL PLAYGROUNID
IL RoLLTIOL TO SOCIALILATION

"he purcose of this chapter is to analyze tne factors
and qualities of socialization as they have been demonstrat+
ed through the activitics of the Logan Street School Play-
ground, The two main divisions of this chapter are;- first,
the nature and organization of the playzground progsranm, and
second, the Various socializinz influences which have been
observed as effecting character development. These influ-
ences fall into several subdivisions such as, - leadership,
teamwork ana cooperation, sgortsmanship, honesty, responsi-
bility, loyalty and interest of adult:. These soclal factors
will be considered with svecial reference to democratic
croup life,

The writer has used two terms wnich seem to need ex-
rlanation, socialization and democracy. -The concepts of
Eogardus and Ross pretaining to socialization seen to ex-
press most clearly the socislization ideals as they are re-
vealed by playground situations. "Socialization is the
process nereby persons learn to act deprendently tozether,
but not necessarily alike, in behalf of group unity and
constructive change. " ) "By socialization is meant the
development of the we-feeling in associastes and their growth
in capacity and will to sct together. "(2) yeuman's end

Dewey's conceptions of democracy seem to express most clearly

(1) Emory s. sogardus. Contemporary Sociolozy p. 228,

(2) Edward i. Ross. DPrinciples of Sociolozy p. 395,
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the processes of democratic life rather than its limnitation
to a democratic govermment. a4 true "Democracy means a fair
chence for the develoiment of all the ovportunities there
are., A democratic society is a grouo of associated individ-
uals in which each by intercourse with others somehow maxze
the life of each more distinctive." (1) Jonn Dewey defines
democracy as, '"more tnan a form of govermment, it is primar-
ily a mode of associated livinz, of conjoint communiczted
experience.,” (2) "ohe two points selected by which to mea-
sure the worth of a form of social life are the extent in
which the interest of a group are shared by all its members,
and the fullness and freedom with which it interacts with
other groups." (2] Communication, cooperation and partici-
pation are necessary to life in a democracy. They are lize-
wise found in an autocratic group but in the democratic group
they are the heart of the arganization. The desires and
wishes of every person must be known and considered before
the denmocratic groun is truely functioning. "A society which
makes provision for participstion in its good of all its mem-
bers on equal terms and which secures flexible readjustment
of its institutions through interaction of the different
forms of associsted life is in so far democratic." (%) Demo-
cratic societies allow for more varied contact and interchange

of experiences, and the plgyground forms a aenocratic society

(1) Henry lleunan., ILducation for iloral Growth p. 63,
(2) John Dewey. Denmocracy snd kducation p. 161,

(2) Ivid. p. 115,

(4) Ibid. p. 115,
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through the variety of groups found there. "The plajyzround
offers experience in an animated stimul:zting miniature of
society which present many of the situ«tions one encounters
later in adult life. It forms the cooperator, the comgetitor,
the riveael, the leader, the follcwer, the comnrade," (1)

These divisions of society are important to the true woriing
of a democratic life and a rlay group is democratic in that
there are these parts of society which are chosen by the
groun not enforcei from an outside power. Yot only does the
rlayground afford a daemocratic group but it zives practice

in the functioninz of these groups as "ell as rractice in
wise use of leisure time. According to Joocd, "The recreation
movem=znt can te said to function in two ways with referernce to
the neeus of democracy; first, to further efforts aiming &t
the increase of leisure for thee who have too 1little of it;
and second, to establish facilities in communities all over
the land making possible for all classes and azes of people

s wholesome and coustructive use of leisure tiue.," (2)

Jith the growth of the two obj:ctives of a democracy in
relation to recreation mentioned by Wood there has been an
increase in the numnber of employecd traincd leadcrs. Among
authorities in the field of recreation, it is generally
accepted that a playzround without a lead.r is worse than
no playground at all. (2] ypep cities first besen to open

play spaces for children, 1t was & prevailing notion that

(1) Board of Public Recreation of Tampa, Florida. "A Play
ground Club for Girls." Playsround Vol. £4., (April,
1920), 7p. 41l.

(2) Arthur :vans Jocd. Comriunity Problems p. 278
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it was as uselsss to teach a child to play as it was to teacnh

a tfish to swim. Eecause of this mis taken idea towns and cities
opened playgrounds without supervision. fThis kind of free
play was a serious mistake, and the results were such as to
defeat the purpose of the whole play project. Hirst, because
the wrony elsment of childhood and youth gained control, just
as it does in the free rlay of the streets. Someone is sure

to exert a dominating influence over the play of the group and
if it is not a teacher, it is sure to be a self-appointed
leader from the more aggressive of the players. This is un-
fortunate, as aggressive dispositions are not elways associated
with broad judgment and goocd judgment. The result is that free
play often includes unfair play mingled with gquarreling, teas-
ing, and hazinz of certain pupils or nearby residents or pas-
sersby, breaking windows, and other mischievous pranks of all
kinds and degrees. It is only too evident that the playzrounds
if undirected, will defeat their own purposes., The Playzround
aSsociation of America realized the situation that unsuper-
vised playgrounds were creating, and tney advised their field
secretaries, that no play:rounds should be eguipped until
there was a provision for adeguate supervision. This 1led
first, to the hiring of cheazp help in the form of caretakers,
who watched the apperatus and kept order on the grounds. But
this only curbeud the gangs in their adventure, and gave mno
activity in place of it; and they left for the streets and

glleys arain. Throush experiernce it was shown that it is
J | &) o
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good lesdership thet makes the rlayground a place of con-
structive influence. As a result there has been a rapid
increase in the importance thet trained leaders have had
in rlayground promotion.

Along with the recoznition of the necd of trained
leaders, there hss been an appreciation of the child's rights
srid its relation to the lezdership of the playzround. "Every
child hes a right to be a mrticipant in interest driven,
health buildirng, character forming activities which are
called games. lvery individual in the group also has a
right to orrnortunities for the wholesome expresgion of
thegs skills and standards wnich have been tauzht in school.™ (1)
Experience has snowvn that it is intelligent leadersnip that
maxes self-expression possible for those children who do
not have initiative and who would otherwise remain in the

bacszround of society. Lach child feels that he must excell

ey

in something or he does not have a secure place in the group.
If the child spends much of his time in play, then he should
be directed in play which will fit him adequately for 1life

in the democratic groun. The Américan people have emghasized
tean gameé?é method of play which affords training in demo-
cratic groups. "In this country play is more democratic then
in any other country. <“eam games, which are the delight of
democratic peoples today, demand not only that the individual

rlay nis own part well tut that he must relate his part to a

(1) J. E. Fash. "Playinz the Game for Health and Charccter,”
Playzroand Vol. 21 (august, 1927) p. 250
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larger wnole, because the team is mare than individuals that
conrose it - it has 2 personality of its owvn; it is sn organ¥
ic unity or whole where the breuzing dovm of one part breaks
dowm the work of all the parts.,” (1) The child must fit into
his socicty of democratic life, and as team sgorts play an
important pert in this group the child should learn this side
of life which he is to fit into., <Children are not born with

a knowledge of these team sports. ile does not now now to
rlay baseball ana foottall until he is taught how. " 'a4 boy
no more inherits baseball tnhan he inherits the Lord's Prajer,'
Professor George L. Jomnson, of darvard University has s=aid.
The child's native urze to activity may take the fora of baseg
ball or pilfering, of wholeso.ne acts or unwholesane, according
to his environment and leadership. It is true that boys and
girls learn many gauaecs and skills from other boys gnd girls,
Yet they could often learn them earlier and vetter {ro.a com-
petent adult leaders."(z)

Leadership on the glararound is 48 necessary as it is to
nave children there. Children aust te tauzht the processes
of democratic life and .american has usel teagn sports as a
meeans of training their youth. “The fundanientals of child-
play that we have been speaitingy agbout should be kept in mind

in organizing any playzround prograi.

Fature and QOrganization of the Logzan Street School Playgrourd

Prozran,

¥Many of the gamecs that the children near the Logan Street

L

(1) Wilbur P. LFowen and »lmer D. ..itchell. The Theory of
Orgonized Plur. p. 206,

(2) rlay Lecadership National Recreation Assoc. Paipnlet, p. 1
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Schoecl zlsyea were thorme geuecs which were dominated by the
older boys. Tnis school glayzround without leudership
served a8 a nuisance to the neighborhood because of the
rowdyism of the boys. Girls did not zo0 to the gl:srorcund
and s:aall children playeld in the streets. It was noped by
the city recreation department that the presence of a play-
sround leader wonuld deyrive these boys of their dominating
influerce. A lesder on this rlaycround seemec¢ just es
riecessary as a teacher in the school, a Scout lLzster in a
Boy Scout troop, or a minister in a church., It was the duty
of this lesder to encours:~e small children to use the play-
ground, and to destroy the conifiidence and fear th«t the
children had of the gang leader. It was the leaders duty to
encouruse the backward child wno had been intimidated by

the boy leader. The development of a we spirit rether than
one of autocretic corntrol was imrortant to these cnildren,

A leader for this rlaygzround was made possible for the
first time in the summrer of 19¢1l. A4t first, an attempt was
made to have only a woman director. It was thoughnht in this
way that the larger boys wouldi%%equent it. As a result sa
woman director was chosen who had svent three years in college
as mn undergraduate in a physical education department.

Thig director supervised the rlayzround elone for the first
five weexs. The older boys caused so much trouble in the
discipline of the playzround, the department realized that e
man was necessary to handle this grous. For this resson,

e younz men was cugployed for the late afternoons and evenings,
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both of these directors liked games and enjoyea playing
with children., Higzn ideals of sportsmanshi. and loyalty
were alwsys encoursgec,

The second summer thet this playsround wuas sugervised
the young man was employed to direct the gprogram and a
woniean director for afternocn and evening worxz. This policy
of women working only part time wuz followed on most of the
prlaygrounds of the city and wuas adopted to reduce expense,
“7he new woman director had three jears undergraduate work

in the field of physical education.

The Program

The greatest responsibility of these leaders was the
promotion of activities that would develop socialized char-<
acter, The playground prozrem selected by the leaders
should provide for activity in competitive games, dramatics,
and othner meuns for setisfyinz the desire of children to
acnieve., The directors of the Logan Street School Play-
ground realized that the best way to keep a child out of mis-
chief was to keep him busily engeged. It was essential for
tnese directors to know elso that children 4o not come to
the playground under compulsion but because they desire to
do so and 1f they did not find satisfaction there they would
leave for the street, the alley, or the railroad ysards.

The program had to supply activity and a dezxree of adventure,

if it held the children's interest. .Jnen interest in play
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is arouscd and meintaincd, the child's nind is wholly
occuried with the wholesome activities at hand. There
is then no chance for thouzht and experessions brou-ht up
by curiosity which might leud to delinyuency.

Next to a great deal of activity a provision in the
progrem was rnde for growtn in physiyue, and in capacity to
resist discase. These are the beneficial results of play
outdoors in tne fresh gir and under the stisulation of
ultra-violet reys of the sun. "The fact that play is en-
joyed, is one of the chief reasons why it is conducive to
health. Pleasurctle activity has a buoyant end stimulating
effect uron the rervous system, and this reacts in o tene-
ficial wey on the whole body.," (1)

finally of primary imoortance to the community, was
the promotion of character through play. J. R. Nash says
that, "Character is a product of proprly guided sctivities." (2)
If this be true and the child is going to attend the play-
ground then the playground must supply same properly directed
activities in order to benefit the child's chsracter., It
must also promote these activities for all ages. The boy
or girl not only must have the activities tut he must play
in them and experience the problems of the group in order to
gain an understanding of associated life in a democracy.

For children must experience problemns before they realize

the full deteils of the difficulty. "The boy must learn for

(1) Joseph E. Lee. A Normal Course in Play p. 86.
(2) J. B. Nash Op. Cit. ©p. 250.
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himself, already at the youngest age, indeed before birta,
his character is in the process of formation. The rprocess
of character development is like the flow of a stream. The
leader or the parent cannot stop it but cen help to guide
it (1) The directors of the Logen Street Schocl Play-
ground then considered three major points when mskiny their
progran, first the necessity for activity, second, the pro-
vision for health building games, and third, the influence
of the gcumes on the moral growth of the children entering
into this rlay yrogran,

However, the rlay leader, end the rlay program cannot
be expected single handed, to train the child to became a
hapoy and useful American citizen for the child is also in-
fluenced by his mrents, neighborhood environment, school,
and church., The playxround lezder is but one of the many
influences helping to develo;: a child, and objectives of
the rlayzround could be accomplished only so far as they
have the cooperation of other institutions that vere guiding
the character of the individual. #or character is the pro-
duct of all the experiences, habits, and ideals of a person
and all of these agencies aid in forming the child's charac-
ter,

The Logan Street School Playground was open for ten
weeks between June and Scptember. The grounds were open and

suzervised under all climstic conditions. During the stormy

(1) William H. Xilpatrick. "Jow Character Comes,"
Playzround Vol., 23 (July, 1929), p. 2:2,
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days, the basement rooms, which were provided for storing
equipment, were used «s shelter, and much of such tine was
srent in finishing handicraft, story telling, and folk
darncing.

Tne playground was supervised every day except Satur-
day and Sunday. The department called a staff meeting each
Saturday morning. At this staff meeting problems which had
arisen on any of the playsrounds of the city were discussed,
and thé coming week's rrogram was planned and explained,

The rules zoverning inter-<playzround games and contests were
decided and plans were made for the playgsround circus and
pageant.

A presentation of a few of the routine duties of the
play director will perhaps make the program of the playground
clearer to the reader, Attendance was tazen on the playground
three times each day, morning, afternoon, and eveningz. “hen
the attendance was at its peak during these periods, the
director made the count, and recorded it on the daily reports.
The total of these three was considered the daily atterdance,

In case of accidents on the playzround the directors
supplied first aid, and in case of a serious accideut the
director took the injured child home or called the police,

A doctor was callcsd only when so ordered by the mrents of
the child. This eliiinated the clain on the Departuent of
Recreation for doctor bills. All accidents were then re-

corded on the daily repgort blanks and in case of u serious

accident the office was notified immcdiately.
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It was tne duty of the director to inspect gll the
ap.aratus every day. This was to avoid accidents from
faulty equioment., The director was held responsible for
all of the property on the playground and assumed full
cnarge for conduct on the playground.

V¥ith all of these points and duties in mind, the
playzround leaders made programs to fit their resgective
playzrounds. The department suggested a daily program
which was flexitle enough to suit any neighborhood condi-
tion and which allowed for eany inter-playground or city-

wide activities. The program follows;



Playzround Program Sugzested by the Lansing
Recreation Demrtment (1)

9:00 to 9:20

9:20 to 10:00

10:00 to 11:00

11:C0O

12:00

(WY}
(@}
(@]

to

to

to

to

to

to

12.00

Openinzg of rlayzround. Distribution
of play material.

free play on apparatus and in sand boxes.,
Gamnes of low organization,

Track and field cvents and team games
for older children. Folx duncing.

Bsdge tests, Story tellinz., Handicraft.
suiet ganes,

Games wi%h those on the playground,
Lunich period.

¥ree pley on spparatus. iorseshoes,
Handicraft,

Iindergarden snd dramatic games for little
children, ball games of low organization.
Team games for older children, and tourna-
ments on the playground.

Girls team games and rhythms for smaall
children,

Twilignt games for older boys and girls.

Twilignt baseball, tennis, horsesuoes,
volleyball, g:t together mcetings, parent
nights, musical groups, These hours to be
devoted to adult activities,

With this program as a basis the play director counstructed

the following program to fit the Logan Street School Play-

ground.,

Jith two directors there was a possibility of more

activities than there otherwise had been; and good conduct

was more easily assured,

(1) Lunsing Playground Directors lLiunual, 1922,
Lansing Recreation Departient,
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Teily Proszr:xl on the Logun street School Playsround,
Sumwier of 19c2

9:00 to 9:&80 <Clerical routing
Distribution of Itcrial
Repair of apparatus
Inspection of aprparatus
Inrollment of caildren
rosting noticcs on the.bulletin board
General presarstion for day

9:20 to 10:20 ‘iarndicraft for boys
Checker bosrds and checxers
Puzzles
Bean bag boards
ITites
Lunterns
Bird houses
Jlooden anrimals
Doll house

‘idget btoys practice end play team games
Diamond ball

Girls free plsay
With balls
Checkers
O'Leary
Sand box
Jack stones

10:2 to 11:00 Doys urd Girls games of low orgamnization
Bull in the ring
Dodge ball
Poison ball
Prisorers base
I'reeze out
dorseshoes
Mewcomb
Scrub
Spud

11:00 %o 12:0¢ Lurch hour

12:00 %o 2:00 Local playzround contests
Checker tournements
Horseshoe tournament
Jack stones tournament



2:00 to
Z2:00 to
4:00 to
5:00 +to

4:00

5:00-

6:00C
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Athletic Badge tests (Zors)
Dashes
Standinz and runninz jungs
aseball throw (accuracy and distunce)
Chinning
dixh jump

Girls free play

Jandicraft for girls aznd small boys
Bean bags
Scrap booxs
Pocket booxks
Lanterns
Spool dolls
Doll house furniture
Paper belts
Picture frames
Table mats

Boys Juwiior team games and practice
Diamond ball
forsesnoes

Junior girls team practice and ganes
vigaond ball
Volleybell

idget girls team rractice and games
Lewconb

Boys free play
Lunch hour for man director

Rhythmic games
Erier Rosebud
Ten Little Indians
Mermer in the Dell
London Bridges
Bow to Your Psrtner
Looby Lou
darrousel
Shoemakers Dance
Have You Seen Ly Sheep

Lurich hour for the womsn director

Games of low orgunizetion
Jorseshoes
Scrub
Checkers
Hop Scotceh
bean Eag Game
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6:00 to 8:00 Twilight camcs for boys and girls (all ages)
Team games
Stunts
Raythmic games
Srenial activities
Sard box
8:00 to B8:20 Story telling for younger children
Jacx and the Eean 3talk
The Greedy Cat
The Boy #Who 'lanted the Custle
The Boy Yho Janted to be a Paze
The Proud Cock
The Sguires Bride
The Princess and the Pea
rreddy end dis riddle
Continnation of Games for boys and girls
Parent nignts and special evening functionus
Tne activities which were listed in tne daily progranmn
were those most freguently participated in by the playground
group for the time period mentioned. 3Some of these gctivi-
ties were repeated only a few times while others were par-
ticipated in euch day of the playsround season., Ixamples of
those activities in which interest was continuously mani-
fested were diamond ball, horseshoes, volleybazll, newcomb,
nandicraft, and sand box play for the smaller children,
The City Playsrournd Circus and the Dznce Puzeant formed the
two gresat activities in which all pleyzrounds combined to
sponsor a large entertainment for the parents and the chil-
dren of the city who do mnot rarticipate.
In addition to the daily prrograa, there were many spec-
igal activities wnich included both local and city-wide par-

ticipation.
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These activities gre listed below.

Local Sgecial activities

Tournaments
Joreseshoes Tournament
Jack Stones Tournament
Ilunblety Pez Tournament
Hoo Scoteh Tournament
Checzer Tournament
O'Leary Tournament
iikes
Showers (by the City Fire Decartment)

Parent Nizhts
Baby Show
Pet Show
Handicraft kxhibit
Peanut Carnival
Intertainment of Games

Group Singing
Athletic Badge Tests
City Inter-Playground ictivities

Tournaments
Jorsesnoes
Golf
Tenrnis
Jack 3tones

Team Games
Diemond ball (girls and boys)
Volleyball (Junior zirls)
llewcomb ball (Liidget girls)

Special Meets
Swimming lieet (girls and boys)
Track l'eet (girls and boys)
All-Playzround Dramatics
Playszround Circus
Playground Parcant

Practice and playiny of these games and dramatics found

their pl=zce in the program of the Logen Street School Play-
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ground. "Yhis prosram wus designred to provide a wholesomne
environnenrt for recreative activities for the children who
live¢ near the Logan 3treet School., 1t was designed to
pronote lesxdership, teamwori and cooperation, loyalty,
srortsmanship, honesty, rescomnsibility, and to instill into
these children proper care of property. It is on the play-
ground thzt character is built and we csn only hope to fully
develop the child by developing character gualities which he
will need to live a socialized life in a democratic country.
"The ethical aim in education is to cultivate thne spirit of
teamworx, ard especially of honorable rivalry, with all that
this implies of fair play,lcourtesy, and generosity both in
victory snd in defeat." (1) 14 uus noped that the adults
of the community would become interested end would cooperate
in the promotion of an adequate neizhborhood prosram,

These qualities which the Logen Street School Play-
cround has attemcted to develop through its grorran seen
to be the very heart of true socialization and of a true
democracy. C. L. Brewcr recognized these qualities when he
asized, "what kind of a nation would we have if our citizens
lacked ambition, cooperation, courage, honesty, loyalty,
leadership, perseverance, self-control, and a sense of re-

sporsibilitye" (2) How lonz would this nation lust without

(1) denry Feuman Ilducation for Xoral Growth p. 62,

(2) Ce E. Erever Annual Report for 1929, Departaert of
Recrestion, Detroit, Liichizan. p. 7.
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power of lezdersnipo end without a coonerative spirit and
loyal attitude? M"All of the ills of society, 211 the evil
forces of crime end the territle ravages of disease, far
more prevalent in ovr society today than should be, can te
traced to the lack of development of either the social,

(1)

physical, or mental gualities in our people." These

social qualities 2id in securing a true deanocracy and glay

is one of the great means through which to teach ixntanszible
character elements. The child enters into a play situation
whole-heartedly and without constreint. ‘'hen he is extreqe-
ly interested in the neat of a contest, he does not put on
the cold indiffererce wanich he frequently exhitits before

a parental lecture or a difficult situation with a teacher.
The prlay group is a democratic group while the school group
dominated by the teacher is too often autocratic control
which does not allow the child the opportunity to express
hir.self whole-heartedly. It does not allow hiw to partici-
r2%te in the school activities as does the play grouypy control.
"ne play lecuder, in other words, 1s in & position td influ=-
ence the child when he is in a susceptible mood. The large
number of conrnduct situations and the relative receptiveness
of the child to guidance under play conditions zive the
lead:r a remarkxeble opportunity for molding the child's char-
acter. Throuzh the child's participation he will learn to
be a leader and a follower. The writer realizes that these

qualities are difficult to measure and that many writers

(1) Ivid. p. 7.
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have zttecmptecd an ot jective evaluation of them with little
guccess., HJouvever, it may be assuacd that if a child exper-
iences a pleasvrable result in a conduct situstion it will
cause him to repezt it end 1f he experiences eannoyance he
will tend to s¢void it., T1e director should be alert to
these situations and see thst the proper resnults are exper-
ienced by the child.

No clais is made thut the sbove qualities are the only
gualities that are derived from the playzround situztion nor
thet these qualities have been instilled into the children
in their entirety, tut that situstions groporly directed to
produce these desired results will add to the many exper-
iences that help to maxe a child a good citizen.

4 few trpical experieﬂces of children of the Lozan
Street School Pleyrround will present for the reazder con-
crete examples of leaderchip, teamworXkX and cooperation,
loyalty, sportsnanship, honesty, and responsibility whica
nave been developed throuzh association in the rlayzround
groups. It must be remnembered that these qualities seldom
develop scparztely. One experience may sctuaslly Le develop-

inz several social attitudes.

Leadership

Leadership and followershi: are processes which are
particularly necessary to the orzanization and developnent
of a true democracy. There are many definitions of leader-

ship but Zogardus' definition of democratic leadership is
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very clearly stated., "In tine fullest und richest sense
demnocratic leadership is personsl conduct which seexs %o
increase the welfare of other persons, which is arrived at
by the combined judzinent of those concerned, which euaunates
from a sinple mode of living, which is carried out magneti-
cally by example, =snd which seeks no reward.," (1)

The ylaysround movemznt in the United Stetes has been
particularily noted for the emphasis placed on the develop-
ment of leaders., 3ome cities gromoting playgrounds have
encouragzed leadership through a point system as has the
Recreation Department of Saginaw, liichizan. In addition to
giving points for attendance, for participation in athletic
ganes, for identifyinz flowers, trees, birds, snd insects,
for handicraft »rojects and for singingz, dancing, or taking
part in dranstics, the 3aginew system includes a poscsible
five points a day for leadership in athletic gumes gnd for
telling a story or reciting a poem.

"The result hss been an incressed number of boys end girls

actineg as officials, safety patrols, and leaders in various
activities., Gold neials are given the ten hichest point

winners for the swamer, silver wmedals to the second ten,

bronze to the third ten, and ribbons to the next hundred.

C. #., Van Ducen, Director of Recreation, cousiders the sy s-

tem worth the time consumed in bookkeeginz from the increased
interest taien by the children in obtaininz leadership points,{z)

as well as increased attendance in the variety of activities,"

In Lansiny, no such system has been tried as a city-wide

(1) ¥mory S. Bogardus Fundamentals of Soecial Psycholo~y p. 429.

(2) "The World at Play: Saginow's Point Systen",
Playrroand Vol. 24 (3cptember, 1920), ©p. 217,
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project. 'he Recrcution departacnt has left such parts of
the groxraa to the directors of each plajyground. Some
playzrounds have used such a2 method to gusin cooperation and
interest. Ilichizan Avenue Schocl Pleyzround awsrded paper
stars for participation on a team when they were to rlay
enother playsround team. The boys and girls then thzt hed
the most nunber cf stars were talzen on an over-night hike.
The interest in getting points was grezt but it seemed to
takke the child's mird off of the activity and froa wanting
to play, to the gaining of points. This outside motivation
lasts for a while but soon the novelty wears off and the
child loses interezt. The child thet is bacizward mey even
Grop out before his interest is gone tut he feels th:ot suc-

ccss is futile. is g result nesar the end of the sumer

O

there are only a few that are left,

Deuocratic lesdership has been given much thourht by
the directors of the Lozan 3treet 3chool Playrround because
of the autocrutic control so preveleut in the homes of
these cnhilc¢ren. The directors also reslizeé¢ thuat child-
lecdership gains an entirely different response froam the
children then if they were directed by the playzround
supervisor. Child-leadership on this rlayground is express-
ed principally throuxh captaincy of teans. In organizing
the playzround prosran the dircctors deccided thzt the cap-

tains of the tcams would te appointeu by the director at

each game rather than having the boys and girls choose one



for the wnholc sezzon as is the customary method. This
would &llow more children to be leaders, ard it was dore
under the zssuwmption that 1if & boy or girl experiences the
problens of being a leader, he will have more aprreciation
for the difficulties of leadership. ile thus beccomes a bet-
ter citizen in a demccracy end & better follower of le:ders
if he learns by lecdership in a democratic group. Good
followers are just as essential as good leaders, and good
leaders nust heve the yualities thast will command respect
end obeaience. These gualities of leadsrship thct the
playsround attempts to foster are initiative, azzressiveness,
ability and sxill, couruage, perseversnce, reliatility, self-
control and self-restraint. 7The leader must also commend
respect und :nust be determined enoush to follow projects
to their finish.,

5y this method of selecting leaders approxirately
thirty opportunities were open for puarticipation as team
captains, Considerinz the total of 112 children thst were
rezistereud on the playground in 1922, about 25 porcent had
some definite training in leadership, and of the total over
eizht rears old or about 27 percent had this opoortunity.
Ilhile if the method of allowing the team to choose a cap-
tain had been followed the number of oprortunities wonuld
have becn reduced to six and only 7 percent of the children
playinz in the teams could have been captain,.

This method of appointing captains et each game had

its advantzses., In tne first place each child was given
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a trial at leadefship. "here were no jealousies among
team meambers, every onc xnew that &t sone time he would be
captain of the tean, Leadership guelities were displayed
ard were developed by each cunild's performance as a leader
or teum captain., The director seized this opportunity to
commend good gualities of leadership thzt were displayed
end to discouraze the qualities which were displayed that
did not seem to be commendable.,

Another zdvantage of this method of choosing cagtains,
was that more children had e chance to prlay in comretition.
I'ach time a rew captain was chosen his friends would have
a chance to play. This night seem to have caused consider-
eable friction amon> the team members but it was practiced
in the substitute group. Usuelly thee substitutes that
were special friends of the captain had this opportunity
while the rext day some other substitute that was a friend
of the new captain would have a chance to rlay.

It was noted that if the children chese their own
leaders, they usnelly chose a boy or zirl who was a good
player. “This plscea a high premium on sxill and the boy
or zirl that lacked this skill found it necessary to follow
the wishes of the leader who was good in the games but who
may not have had good qualities as a leader. There would
te no nrospects of ever being a leader himself either,

This method of leadership &lso tends to avoid cliques

and gangs which may start with a team as the nucleus. Such
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gangs are not always demccratic and often they operate to
the disadvantage of the neizhborhood and to the disadvan-
tage of the boys'and girls. lHowever, the disadvantages of
this method of chosing lezders hsardly seem to over shadow
the advantages. 7The greatest disadvantase was that no boy
cr girl was captain long enough to develop cornfidence in
his ability as a leader. They merely had a smattering of
lesdership end if they had done unusually well they felt
the satisfaction of group approval, or of group disapproval
if they had done badly. Yithout the motivation of a point
system which some other playgsrounds had, this methcd of
chosing cartains was felt to be the best method of creat-
ing and developing leadership as well as followership be-
cause it gave more children an opportunity to be leaders,
it avoided the high premium which is placed on skill, and
it zvoided the formation of cligues ana gangs.. The method
necessitated a xmowleuse on the part of the director of all
thé rlayers and a knowledce of what to expect from each one
wnen he was the team cartain. In this way the director
srends all of his time in knowing the child ren and guiding
them rather than so nuch clerical worx as is necessary with
the point systemn.

In gencral, the child ren liked this method of choosing
lezders, each child xnew that at soxe time during the season
he would be able to be the leuder. ''hile the boys and girls

were leaders they did the best they could to win their gzsames
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ard they tried hsrd to be good leaders so that they mizht

be chosen again if the opportunity presented itself,

Teamwork and Cooperation

The next socializing quality to be considcred is that
of working with other people, as each person must if he lives
in a demnocracy. ‘Tesmwork or cooperation are gualities which
can be considered together because of their likeness., Both
are necessary qualities in play activities and should be
fostered in all groupgs that are encouraging a democratic
social life. '"Hesrty cooperation in matters of moment is
indeed a great socializer. =rellow feeling quickly develops
among fighters in the same cause." (1) Cooperation is
necessary and is being applied more &nd more to our business
end professional 1life as the activities of each become more
and more specialized. It is necessary for men to work to-
gether when e::¢ch has only a small job to do so that in the
end-groduct there is perfection. This working together of
the business parts of.our business world ‘has made for greater
socialization among men., "This is a social world in which co-

operative ability and mutual understanding play gprominent

(2)

parts,." The playzround is attemysting throush play
activitics to instill this necessary element for cooperative
living, It is important that every boy and girl should pluy,

and in their games gradually work from simple to extensive

(1) Ldward Alsworth Ross. Principles of Sociology p. 466.

(2) Gail Powell "Social Development on the Playzsround."
Playground Vol, 21 (November, 1927), p. 418.
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cooperation, for it is a yuality needed in every walk of
life today. TUndoubteuly more hearty cooperation is exper-
ienced by children in team gamnes than in many other social
groups.

"Cooperation of the highest type is found in games. The
teenm and each of its members are mutually dependent upon

one another, The team is a cooperative livins whole; it is
possible to know each member separately without knowing the
team; and conversely, it is possible to know the team with-
out xnowing a single individual within the body. 7The break-
ing down of one of the parts of a team injures the whole.

It is this mutual interdependence that is called cooperation,
The more completely organized the team, the more powerful is
tne need of cooperation, and the greater the demmnd on the
irdividual plsycr that he preform his part, even thougzh $t
means personal sacrifice and the giving up of some coveted
hope." (1)

On tae playzromnd cooperation is principally taught through
the organization of teauas and the necessity of teamwork
should be felt by every member of the team in order to gzive
the child experience in a true cooperative group.

The members of tne baseball team of the Logan Strect
School Playground found a definite need for good cooperation
and teazmwork when they went to the final gaue for the west-
side chamvionship. 'he rivalry was keen because the winner
of the game would play for the city championship which in
itself was yuite an honor. The boys of the Log=an Street
3chool Playground realized that it was the duty of every
orne on the team to do his part or the gs.ae would be lost,.

The boys knew they were well orgaenized but that the opponent

team had a good chance to win from them. This rivalry and

(1) Wilbur P. Bowen and Tlaer D. Iiitchell <The Theory of
Orzanized Play. p. &51.
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intense excitement about winning the game caused the team
to see a definite need for organization and cooperation.
The year before when the team was only mediocre they de-
monstrated individual skill and little cohesion, but the
year that they were beginning to be noticed by the rest of
the playgrounds they began to see the necessity of self-
inhibition. This same tendency has been brought out by
Bowen and Mitchell in a paragraph on Cooperation. "The
more completely organized the team, the more powerful is
the need of cooperation, and the greater the demand on

the 1ndividual player that he perform his part, even though
it means personal sacrifice. There is cooperation in the
scrub game, but the need for self-inhibition is less in-
tense." (1)

Another example found in baseball on this playground
shows the value of cooperation. There was one particular
boy on the ball team who was an excellent player. He was
respected by the group and was generally considered the
best infield man that the team had. During one game this
boy was so confident that he could cover the entire in-
field alone that he continually took opvortunities from
other boys to make plays for himself. Finally the group
disapproval became so strong that at his first mistake the
captain grasped the opportunity to remove him from the

game. This experience taught the boy that it was necessary

(1) Ibid. p. 350.
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to control his own individualism and self-assertion for the
good of the team. In baseball the children seemed to learn
that each position on the team was important and it was the
duty of each member to play his own position and »nlzy it well.
In unsupervised groups this does not seem true, the child
thinks that the only positions that are important are pit-
cher and catcher. This belief in the lmportance of these
positions causes a great deal of quarreling among the chil-
dren.

Disapproval of the group often made cooperation and
teamwork imperative in other forms of activity than base-
ball. One example which will make this still clearer fol-
lows. It was the rule on the playground wvhen there were
others waiting to play horseshoes, that the losers of a game
had to relinquish their positions to the next pair of players.
At times there were boys or girls that would not abide by
the rule and refused to give up their positions. 1In this
case the disapproval of the group waiting to play became
so great that the director of the playground wos asked to
enforce the rule. This is a definite example of the demo-
cracy which rules on the playground. The children dis-
aporoved the actions of one of their members so they dele-
gated the playground director to carry out their wishes.
They knew the director was superior in ability and pres-
tige and asked him to represent them. If this playground
had not been supervised or if there had not been some one
present who could handle their case, the incident could

easily have ended in a fight.
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Another example of cooperation was the friendly spirit
that existed between the children and the directors. When
it was time to open the playground 1n the morning there was
always help to clean up the playground, and help to distri-
bute the equipment; and when it was time to close the play-
ground there was always a group who wanted to take the equip-
ment into the building, and get the smaller children started
on their way home.

The directors were always willing and eager to cooper-
ate with the children of the community in any project that
seemed desirable. The Syrian Boys!'! Club was sponsoring a
baseball team and they asked if they might challenge the
playground team to a game. The playground group was will-
ing to help, and several games were played even though
many of the boys who played on the Syrian boys'! team were
also enrolled on the playground team.

"A lad who learns the difficult art of teamwork and
conforms willingly to restrictions growing out of the very
nature of associated life is already half socialized and
well on his way to becoming a good citizen in a democracy."(l)
The playground through these varied activities has attempt-
ed to make the child more soecialized and to show the child
the necessity of cooperation in the life of a democracy.

"The varied practice of mutual aid socializes character and

engenders social morality." (2)

(1) Edward A. Ross Principles of Sociology p. 402.
(2) Ibid. p. 245.
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Sportsmanship

Sportsmanship is probably the next most outstanding
characteristic sought by the playground program. Team
"sport, moreover imposes the difficult ideal of the 'good
sportsman', who 1s just and magnanimous, who neither gloats
in victory nor sulks in defeat.nm (1) Sportsmanship is a
term which includes the concepts of courtesy, friendliness,
service, thoughtfulness and many others which the work of
play has grown to consider as synonymous with the term fair
play. "In play there is continual chance for expression of
all the ideals of sportsmanship. The play teacher can bring
the lesson home by making use of the actual happenings in
the game to 1llustrate the principle belng advocated.m” (2)
A child will not learn the assets of sportsmanship from his
play if the teacher does not stress them, and especially
so, 1f no more 1s made in the way of condemning the acts
that are un sportsmanlike.

The Board of Public Recreation of Tampa, Florida has
realized the importance of promoting sportsmanship and as
a result have devised a merit system for girls which oper-
ates through the Girls'! Playground Club. Points are award-
ed to different girls for certain activities in which they
participate. Yne event that was of particular interest

was that points were awarded for a paper written on the

(1) Ibid. p. 6l6.
(2) wilbur P. Bowen and Elmer D. Mitchell. Op. Cit. p. 344.



subject of sportsmanship. Points were also awarded to any
girl who has conducted herself in a sportsmanship like way
at certain games; this was to be determined by the director
of the playground. (1)

The directors of the Logan Street School Playground
have also attempted to stimulate the children to be better
players and better sportsmen by encouraging and recognizing
good deeds. The following quotation brings out most clear-
ly the generzl problems which are met in discouraging Eé;g
sportsmanship.

"In the inculcating of habits of sportsmanship a few prac-
tical things should be noted. In the first place, there is
the importance of making the players acquainted with the
rules of the game, for ignorance of the rules leads to un-
falr play by one side and the other side tries to retaliate.
Secondly, the officials should be competent, for their mis-
takes arouse 111 feeling and the defeated team will not be
satisfied that it has been beaten by better play." (2)

The quality of sportsmanship was undoubtedly the most dif-
ficult to teach of any of the character qualities of the
children of this playground. The directors, in attempting
to teach the child the proper way to conduct himself at a
game were confronted with the method of adults in showing
their disapproval of officiating. Adults quite frequently
attended the Logan Street School Playground team-games and
they were quite apt to show their disapproval by talking
about the officilals. Perhaps one reason for this was that

adults did not know the rules of the game, and as a result

expressed dissatisfaction with the officiates. A clear

(1) Board of Public Recreation of Tampa, Florida. Op. Cit.
p. 41.

(2) wilbur P. Bowen and Elmer D. Mitchell. Op. Cit. p. 349.






93

example of this occurred, one evening when the Syrian Boys!
Club was playing the playground team in a game of diamond
ball. The director asked the leader of this boys' club to
umpire the game. He gladly accepted and started the game.
However, he was so confused about rules that before long he
was entangled in a heated argument with the base-umpire.
The director of the playground who was responsible for all
the conduct on the playground, finished umpiring the game.
The playground team refused to play the club team again and
the director of the playground provided a set of rules for
the Syrian Boys' Club. But the leader of this boys'! club
was attempting to coach diamond ball to a group of Syrian
boys when he did not even know the rules himself. With

the official who was uncertain about his rules it is obvi-
ous that the crowd of spectators would also be confused.

An attempt that same year was made to instill ideals
of good sportsmanship into the children so that other teams
would enjoy playing with them. The director realized the
reputation that teams from this section of the clty had,
and was determined to raise the ideals and practices of
the playground teams to a place of respect among other teams.
So the director talked to the girls about what other groups
thought of the Logan Street School Playground teums and at-
tempted to have them see the need of changing their attitude.
Before each game the director encouraged good sportsmanship

and conduct’at the games. The results of several games were
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so amazing that the assistant director of playgrounds in
Lansing commented on the fine spirit that the girls were
displaying.

In boys'! diamond ball, poor sportsmanship of team
members was controlled by the team captain who could remove
a player from a game in which there was a demonstration of
qualities which were unsportsmanlike. Group sportsmanship
has been demonstrated many times by response of the spec-
tators to the officiating. Powell says, "The acid test of
sportsmanship is in yielding to an officials! decision.m (1)

The directors realized the handicap in working with
these children. They tried first to inculcate a knowledge
of the rules of the game, and second a realization that
they must abide by the rules of the officials decisions when
his parents do not. However, the directors realized that
if the child was never subjected to the influences of good
sportsmanship he would never experience their effects,
and would therefore not know their benefits except as they
were told to him. 1In order to socialize the child he must
build socialized habits of action, attitude and thought.

If he 1s well socialized he will find his place more easily

in a democracy.

Honesty

Undoubtedly honesty would be considered by some authors

as a part of sportsmanship, but it plays such an Important

(1) Gail Powell. Op. Cit. p. 418.
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part in the discipline of the Logan Street School Playground
that it 1is discussed separately here. Most authors discussing
honesty, refer to play situations as they relate to honesty
in winning games, or in abiding by the rules of a game. (1)
However, the problem on this playground is one of instilling
the right ideals in the use of other people's property and
of not lying about questioned situations. Hdnesty is a
quality which has so many degrees of perfection or imperfec-
tion that it 1s difficult to say that a person is honest

or dishonest. There are many little traits of conduect on
the playground that have seemed to show that the children
are honest and some that show that they are dishonest.

The most striking example which can be given here refers
again to the boys! diamond bail team and horseshoes teams.
These teams were to play championship games with the Fer-
ris Park team and the Holy Cross team respectively. At

the Saturday staff meeting the director learned that there
was going to be a check on the ages of the boys who were

too o0ld would not be playing out of their age group. The
director of the Logan Street School Pléyground returned

to his playground Monday morning and gathered the boys
together for a team practice. When they were through
playing, he complimented the boys on their work and effort

in winning enough games to be able to compete for the

(1) wWilbur P. Bowen and Elmer D. Mitchell. Op. Cit. p. 346.

J. B. Nash, The Organization and Administration of Play-
grounds and Recreation. p. 49.
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west-side championship. He also told them that there was
going to be a check on the age of each boy, and if anybody
on the team was too old, he would Just be hindering the
team 1n claiming the game even though they did win it. He
suggested that if there was any boy who was too old that

he should let the director know at once so that all of the
line-up could be sent in with the daily report to the
office. Then the group broke up. Later the director was
surprised to have one of his best players come up to him
and say that he‘was too o0ld to play, and that his name
should be not sent in with the rest of the group. This

was loyalty to the team but it was also honesty on the part
of the boy to the group. He had played all season and had
not had his age questioned and he might have escaped notice
this time, but he was too loyal and honest to his team and
playground to see them lose their game because of his failure
to do his part.

Not only did this playground and its leaders attempt
to teach the boy and girl to be honest with himself and the
playground but to be honest about the use of other people's
property. The return of any lost equipment should surely
be considered as an act of honesty. An illustration of this,
one afternoon there was a rain storm threatening and in the
hurry of the director to gather in the equipment he failed
to notice that one of the soccer balls was missing. After

the storm when the balls were distributed again, the dis-
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covery was made that one was missing, and immediately a
thorough search of the playground began. None of the boys
seemed to know where it had gone. About three hours later
however, a small boy came to the director and told him where
the ball was and that a large boy had kicked it over the
fence and had left it there so that he might pick.it up

for hls own use some time after the playground was closed.

Small children are quite apt to carry balls home with
them, or to misplace them so that they cannot be found.
This might be carelessness on the part of the child but it
shows a lack of respect for other peoples property.

Some of the boys of this neighborhood have little con-
ception of honesty in regard to playground equipment. They
seem to think that they have a perfect rightﬁto tzke play-
ground things if they are not caught in the act. This was
particularly true of the large boys who were antagonistic
to the playground because they were not allowed to play
there. The smaller boys perhaps had this conception as a
result of a desire for play things of their own. However,
as the playground season progressed they realized that the
playground equipment was for their use and that when they
took something they could not play with it or some one
would know where it came from and might report it to the
playground director, or that they were stopping others

from playing because there was no equipment.
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The playground can only do its share by offering ex-
periences in which the child may realize that the equipment
does not belong to him and that it is put on the playground
for his use. If he takes it home with him the rest of the
group as well as himself will not have things to play with
while they are on the playground. Honesty is a factor
which 1s most important in a democratic life. It is a part

of social approval which is so necessary in good society.

Responsibility and Loyalty
Loyalty and responsibility have been discussed together

because of their close connection. If a child is loyal to
his family, to his school, or to his playground he has de-
veloped a responsibility for himself. The social quality,
loyalty, has been found in most every type of society of
the human race. The following quotation briefly describes
the natural progression of loyalty from the most immediate
relationship of the human person to more indirect connec-
tions.

"Loyalty has played an important part in the progress
of the human race. The earliest expression was that of the
family to its own immediate relatives. Then the group was
enlarged to that of the clan which comprised all persons
claiming blood relationship. Later, different clans found
it better to combine for purposes of mutual protection and
subsistence. In this way the nation developed, as strong
tribes reached out through conquest or other means. Today
nations are combining into larger units, the purpose of
these larger leagues being the prevention of war and the
cause of humanity in general.

Just as history show loyalty developing from that of
the family to that of the nation, so to-day we find the
same progression in the development of loyalty to the team
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or gang, then to the school, and later to one's ideals,
one's religion, one's sssociates, and one's country.
Play paves the way.m" (1)

The point system probably has been one of the greatest
incentives for responsibility that the playgrounds have used
because of the added attraction of a reward which is usually
given. The Department of Recreation in Saginaw, Michigan,
referred to under the'heading of leadership in this chepter,
not only attempted to sponsor leadership but also responsi-
bility by the use of the polnt system. (%)

The Michigan Avenue School Playground referred to pre-
viously also used the point system to the extent of dele-
gating the keys of the equipment room to the child for the
day, and it was his duty to handle all of the equipment and
to be responsible for the care and appearance, responsibility
of the room. The children were so delighted with this re-
sponsibility that,theré was always the problem of gilving
every one an opportunity to share in the pesition.

The directoré of the Logan Street School Playground
triéd to delegate as much responsibility to the children
themselves as seemed possible. In every way they méde it
the children's own play yard. The children planned their
own rules for games, planned their own tournaments, pre-
sented new games, made handicraft for themselves, made
' regulations for conduct, and actually punished offenders.
Probably the boy or the girl who was captain of a

team had more responsibility than any other person on the

(1) wilbur P. Bowen and Elmer D. Mitchell. Op. Cit. p. 350.
(2) "Mhe World at Plave:Saginaw'!s Point Svstem." On. Cit. pn.3217
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playground at one time. The boys' junior diamond ball team
was to have a ball game at Scott Field. The director of the
team did not go with these boys to their bzll gemes so he
delegated all of the responsibility to the boy captain. The
captain was given the equipment such as balls, bats, and
horseshoes, and he was held responsible for them as well &as
for the team's actions. The director instructed the lezder
to remove any boy from the game who made any attempt to
dispute the official or to question his decision. Faillure
of the captein to do these things adequately would be re-
ported by the director of the other playground. In this
Way not only did the captain have the responsibility of
the team and the apparatus, but the whole team had a re-
sponsibility to the Logan Street School Playground. The
team lost its game and returned without telling fhe opponent
team what they thought of the officiating. When the team
reached the point of feeling a responsibility to the play-
ground, and to the playground director, the task of de-
veloping respdnsibility was accomplished to a considerable
extent. These incidents only tend to give the child more
experience in problems of a responsible natpre.

The method of teaching these two qualities was as
important as the actual doing of them. The first day on a
playground the children tested the director to see how he

would react to thelr misdoings. The opening day of the
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Logan Street School Playground, the director talked to a
few boys and asked if they would like to play ball. They,
of course, were delighted and proceeded to get a ball and
bat from the playground equipment box. The game was very
amusing to them for a while. Then one of the smaller
children went to the director and reported the baseball had
disappeared and that he thought Some one had knocked it
over the fence. The remainder of the morning was spent in
searching for the ball, and when the boys asked for another,
because they could not find the lost one, the director re-
plied that she could not get znother until the first was
found. The director went home to lunch and the ball still
had not been found, but when she returned a boy presented
the ball and said that he had found it and wanted to know
if he could have a bat to play with too. Probzably this

was the beginning of a spirit of responsibility and loyalty
that was motivated by the desire to play ball, and eventu-
ally &8s a team was organized and as it gained in strength of
organization the feeling of loyalty became more powerful.
"The more fully organized the team, the more powerful is
the fekling of loyalty. Too often loyalty ceases when the
team 1s a losing one. When loyalty 1s the sterner type

which persists in spite of reverses the word 'morasle'! 1s often

used.m (l)

(1) wilvbur P. Bowen and Elmer D. Mitchell. Op. Cit. p. 350.



The second summer, a similar situation to the one above
produced a different result. A basebzll was missing from
the rest of the egquirment and no one seemed to know where
it was. The director expressed the opinion that they could
not play ball without a ball and the children proceeded to
look for it. About a half hour later a small boy apnroach-
ed the director and said that he knew where the ball was
but he was afraid to tell, and he could not get it himself.
The director secured the confidence of the child @nd learn-
ed that the ball had been tzken by an older baoy as he was
pessing the playground. The director praised the little
boy and did not betray the confidence which had been placed
in him by telling who reported the theft. This small boy
felt a responsibility to his play group in telling where
the ball was. He also felt a loyalty toward the play-
ground and to the group that used the playground; and a
disloyalty toward the larger boys who he knew did not de-
serve the ball.

The playground children were held responsible for the
proper signing and filing of their enrollment cards. This
places a responsibility on the child in looking out for
his own welfare in relation to society. Some children
have been sent on responsible errands to other playgrounds
and td the Recreation Department office. These small re-
sponsibilities encourage the proper activity of the child

when larger responsibilities are given to them. Children
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have taken the directors! daily renorts to the office, others
have taken equipment to the office or gotten it from the of-
fice. These errands give the child a confidence in himself
and his ability to carry out such errands, =nd it also gives
a feeling that the director trusts him and will give him re-
sponsibilities. This also encourages a democratic attitude
with each individual sharing the feeling of social security

and confidence.

Cooperation and Interest of Adults

Cooperation and interest of adults near the playground
is one of the most important factors in the success of the
playground. Without this cooperation any of the experiences
of the playground children would be of little value to the
child or to the neighborhood in general. There will always
be the relationship with the neighbors - which will be
either good or bad. If the playground is a good neighbor,
it will be accepted as a good part of the neighborhood.

The interest of adults at the Logan Street School Play-
ground has been especially noted in the increase of atten-
dance to playground parent nights. These community programs
have been conducted to interest the adults so they may be
more cooperative and feel that the playground is their

own. This playground has not had room nor facilities to
encourage them to come and play at all times so special

nights have been set aside and programs have been planned.
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for adults because the directors realized the value of
having the cooperation of parents. -

"The community program 1s of value from the point of view
of the director because of the response he gets from his
group determines the hold on the center; it is valuable

to the supervisor because it shows the quality of work be-
ing accomplished and it is valuable to community because
it definitely demonstrates the place recreation holds in
the community.m (1)

The daily reports of the Logan Street School Play-
ground show that for the past two years there has been a
general increase in the attendance of adults at parent
night functions. During the first year, there was only
one such nights sponsored and there were about 15 adults
who came and they stayed only a short time. During the
second year there were four parent nights held. The adult

attendance at these events increased from 18 to 45. These

figures are shown in the following table.

TABLE XI

Attendance of Adults at Parent Nights of the Logan
Street School Playground, in 1932.

: Attendance
Activity : Men : Women
Peanut Carnival : 6 : 12
Pet Show : 15 : 20
Baby Show : 20 : - 28
Handlicraft Exhibit : 15 : 20
Total : 56 : ™

(l) J. J. Considine. "Cogmunity Nigh@ Prosrurs in Detroit.n
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The results of this interest has been the proviéion of
the children coming to the playground with bits of cloth,
needles, thread, and buttons with which to make things in
handicraft. The parents of this nelghborhood have also been
very helpful in preparing costumes that were needed by the |
children in the playground circus or in the playground page-
ant. One mother near the playground sewed twenty little
Jackets together for a boys!'! dance 1in the pageant, Hansel
and Gretal.

Mothers have cooperated with the playground and with
the children when they allowed thea to come to the play-
ground dressed in their bathing suits or old clothes so
that they might enjoy the shower which comes to the play-
ground on the very warm days.

Several Syrian women écted as judges at the Pet Show,
and they were very efficient. There was a large crowd of
adults that attended this show and there were many pets
displayed to make the program more interesting. One Syrian
gentleman even helped the director in directing a few games
for the adults, and he was very helpful and cooperative
with suggestions.

A Negro adult in the neighborhood, who owns a large
truck, for two years has transported the children of the
playground to the inter-playground track meet which 1is
held at Oak Park. If parents were antagonistic to the
playground they certainly would not be willing to act in

these capacities.
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This 1ncreased interest of adults has helped remarka-
bly in keeping the area a playground for small children.

It has also given the foreign-born parent more Americanized
experiences by mingling and socializing at a neighborhood
center, - the playground. "It may be a more difficult task
to attract them; yet enterprising leaders, especlally among
the forgign—born, have succeeded in arousing interest in
folk-games and dances, and in developing programs of Amer-
icanization. Thus the playspirit can become a means for
neighborhood integration, and hence for the strengthening
of the sources of national 1life.n (1)

There seems to be a great need in the vicinity of the
Logan Street School, for a place of recreation for adults.
The field of adult recreation is new and ingenius leaders
are needed to get adults to play. "The field of adult re-
creation has never until recent years been developed, as
has that of play for children, and adults are handicapped
by a feeling of self-consciousness, of false dignity and
by lack of practice in play. Moreover, adults are inclined
to 1limit their leisure time activities to passive forms
of recreation, and leadership is essential in developing
the kind of program which will mean active participation
and a well-rounded program which will allow freedom of

cholce and wide range in activities.n (%)

(1) Arthur E. Wood Op. Cit. p. 321.
(2) Joseph E. Lee. Op. Cit. p. 117.
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To the writers knowledge there has been no intention
of making the school building into a neighborhood center
for the groups about it, but if the building continues to
remain property of the Board of Education and it is not
used for school purposes it would make an excellent neighbor-
hood recreation center. However, such action at present
does not seem probable for the Board of Education has re-
cently (spring 19233) passed a resolution to with-draw 1its
support to the playground program because of a lack of
finances. The Loguan Street School Playground was not super-
vised during the summer of 1933, and in general the saue
rowdism prevailed as did before the two suumers of super-
vision.

A few incidents of the Logan Street School Playground
activities have been related and if we consider socializa-
tion as the process of learning to act dependently together
and democracy as a mode of associated living, the playground
should help to develop these social processes through lezder-
ship, teamwork and cooperation, sportsmanship, honesty, re-
sponsibility and loyalty, because play is democratic. C. W.
Kennedy summarizes well the spirit of socialization and de-
mocracy that is found on the playfield.

"The spirit of cooperative behavior grows out of team
games. The democracy of sport! There is an aspect that I
think very often does not receive erough consideration. Any
playing field is a vision of a true and sound democratic
spirit. It is a place where boys and girls come together

for a special purpose, all other relationshivs for the mo-
ment being suspended. They are there to play a game. One
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side will win the gume. For the moment, what lies behind

is not a matter of discussion. Question of birth, of fi-
nance, of social position are completely suspended, and

there 1s the value that comes to youth from being presented
from time to time with something to do in which no condition
of any kind is imposed upon his ability except that which he,
himself, imposes or cannot free himself from in his own per-
son. It is a democracy of the playing field of the country.n”

(1)

In summerizing this chapter four brief statements may
be made: (1) The supervisory leadership on the Logan Street
School Playground 1s one of the most important aspects of
the playground promotion for without intelligent direction
this pleyground proved a detriment to the neighborhood
because children were rowdy and boisterous and even destroy-
ed nearby property;
(2) a flexible, diversified progrzm was conducted on the
playground that included competition in team gzmes, games
of low organization, handicraft, playground tournaments,
city-wide tournaments, stunts, track events, rhythmic games,
parent nights, and special city-wide events such as the
pageant and circus;
(3) this program and the methods of direction have presented
certain socializing situations to children on the playground,
which have added to their experiences, and which were Intend-
ed to strengthen character traits necessary to life in a
democracy. Leadership was especially shown through captaincy
of teams, cooperation and team work was noted in connection

with membership on teams, and in cooperation of the directors

1) C. W. Kennedy "Character Values of Play and Recreation.”
Playground Vol. 24 (January, 1921), p. £36.
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with the neighborhood in all events thzt were possible.
Sportsmanship found its place in the playground program
through an encouragement of the children to abide by the
officials decisions while they were playing ball. Honesty,
which is considered usually as a part of sportsmanship, was
discussed separately because of its serious imnort with the
children of the Logen Street School Playground. This char-
acter quality manifested itself especially 1in a lack of the
concept of other peoples property. Responsibility and loyal-
ty were especially encouraged to give the child a confidence
in himself, and a feeling of equality with other children;
(4) The interest and cooperation of adults have increased

to the extent of offering excellent cooperation with play-
ground activities and of attending special activities which
the playground sponsored for their benefit.



CHLTTER VI

CO:’CL IOL‘H—‘

Althoush we have alveys had play, the pley movement is
comharatively recent, and there are many countries that zre
Just leurning the rezl valae of rlay. The rlayground move-
ment began in Berlin zbout 18890, and only five yeurs later
tne first rnleyground was established in the United States

in Boston. This playground v

+

sand pit viere smull chil-

e

dren cume to play. Other cities followed the exanple of
Boston and entiuusizsa grew so thut by 1208 the Nitiona
Pleygroand fLssociction was founded. The nlsy movement in
the United States since 1335, according to Clarsace Rain-
vater, has assumed seven stuges designated as follows vith
their approximate detes: (1) "Zand-»ile" stage, 1835-95;
(2) Miodel Mlayground® stuge, 1825-1200; (Z) "Cwmall Park"
stage, 1900-05; (4) "Recreation Center" stzze, 1205-1%;
(5) "Civic-Art-Telfure" stage, 1912-15; (8) "Neighborhood
Center" stuge, 1215-18; (7) M"Commanity Service" stuge, 1218-.
The vriter «dis another stage, the stzge of M"proof", in which
ezch denurtuent of each city is proviag hew it 1s nerforaing
a necesswry function 1in the community.
The 2ley movemwent has maanifested itielf in Lansing,

Micuigon as well as in many other citics of simllar si:ze.

l’)

It begun in Lansing in 1211 under the direction of & vol-
untary recrection comuittee thi:t carried on the vwork for six

yeurs vhen it retitioned the city council to assaume the
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This petition was accepted and from 19138 to 1929. the City
Park Board and the Board of Education supervised the play-
grounds which were financed by them respectively. The
growth during these years was as repid as the departments
of each board could handle new facilities in the exwnansion
program. More stress was laid on summer playgrounds than
on any other types of recreation until the burdens became
so great that the two boards combined their efforts and
organized a City Recreation Department. This department
made very rapid progress in playground development and

in the organization of athletic leagues and contests. The
playground program provided by the City Recreation Depart-
ment included supervision of seventeen playgrounds in the
summer of 1932, which were open from the middle of June to
the last of August. Playgrounds were opened every day ex-
cept Saturday and Sundeay.

One particular playground (Logan Street School Play-
ground) of the group of seventeen, serves almost totally
negro and Syrian population. This playground is located
in the south-west part of the city in an indusetriel re-
sidential section. There are railroads, factories, and a
river close to the playground. Of the grocup that attend
the playground 40 percent were Negroes, 49 percent Syrians,
and 11 percent white Americans. The boys attending the
playground were limited to those under 15 years of age be-

cause there was not spece enough for both swall and large
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ground wnd tue wvaroege culll truvels 0.7 Llozk:z.  The nogro
(4 3 A -~ 3. - 1.0 N 3~ - T~ ~e. L. . e a N
children tend to trivel fourther tiuoa 2o tiie Syricn children,
J

The a-rroxinate cost to the city rer cnild ctteanding the
rlaygroand is «iout 0

Propaily thie most imoortelt [rolleu of nleyzroind do-
velonient 1s tie rrovision of vwice onld intelligeat leuzder-
shiz. The Logun Ctreet fchool Plzyzroani, before lecder-
shin was nrovided, rroved a place vhore the gungs of the
neigntornood assewbled wnld nleyed. Thers was little regurd
£or nelighioring roycriy or Ior the s5ciodl zrojerty co th. .t
wise lewdercsil > on this pluygroand wui a necessity to sublue
tae evil ilufliiences.

1 -

The lewders of tais rlayground workesed pricci~dlly for
three objectives, (1) activity -which would be interesting
enough to hold the child's interest, (2) zctivities end
rrogr.ns which were conducive to good heulth, =nd (2) weti-
vities vhici would »romobe chcracter troits nceessary in a
democrutic society.

The rro,rew curriei on by the cunlildren ana the s.iner-
visor of thls rleayground consistel of con-ctitlion in tewn
mes, games of low orgaonication, hanilerift, nlaysroand

b‘\l i

tournanents and convests, stints, truck evente, raythoic
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gumes, purent nighte, «nd sgecisl city-wide evenis sach cce

the wnnuel dunce rageant eud circus.
Cociuvlizution on the Lozun Street School Pluyzrourx

-

hus been difficult to weusure objcectively. Houwever, the
writer zssumed thut 1f o child exnerlewvced and partlicinoted
in en event zud as a result felt sz=tisfuction then he woild

.

tend to regeuct the awct, but if hie felt dissuatisfiction then
t 1s vwitan tais escauntion in

ke would te:d to wvoid it. I
view thst the diverse progrom of the Logun Ctreet School
Playground has been prescoted for exumination.

Lecdersnin vius one of the soecicliczing truifs vwhich wos
given specicl ottention vwith the jrowmotion of tials rzrogr.m.
It has not teen difficult to gzt the children of tals
cleysroand to te lewlers, znd ea attennt was melde to give
every one a chance to experieice the protlems of lenderchin
so thut he could eypreciate the diflficulties of Leing &
lecwder. This pluyground practiced the policy of covoirtiag
tae teww captein just before each geme. This rlan hud
seversl wdvantages over the method of electing one czptain
for the winole season. They are as follows; (1) It ellowed
ebout 77 percent of the boys and girls of teum «je to te
cuntuin wt some time. (8) It gave everyone experience in

lezdersnin. (Z) It gave more chlldren an oprortiaity to

S

rlay. (4) It wvoided a tendency towurd cligneness wnd

w
e
D
w

gungs.  (5) It avoided Jeulons on the nart of te.wu nem-
ters. (€) It took the srewlum off being a good rliyer Le-

crase good players vwere alwuys chosci &s cutuins by the



children. This metuod pressated one noticeuble dizad-
vant._ e, e.cn cantain was not curtuln long eaniznh to ex-
rerience ¢ll tae difficult sroblems of being a leuder.

A second socizlizing trzit, teuuworkx and cooperution,
vas fostered especizlly iz t.o wuys, (1) coonerwtion auong
tue children on the rlayground was noted as thie buseb:z1ll
teunm ccntended for the city chawpionshir aaxd the rivelry
and exciteuent ceenmed to encoursge vorgiang togetiner. The
base ball tewum also coonerated to the exteut of ostruciz-
ing one of their ~luyers vwho would znot work with the grouap.
“i1saprrovel showed itzelf in horsecshoe »nluying also,
to the extecat of culling upon the director to scsttle the
arzaieat; (2) coorerstinn as it ex’sted between the children
and the director wus suova in tae willivgress to do smzll
err&nd:, to help keep tne playgroand clezn, =nd in czrinrg
Tor the e uairmeat.

Cnortemancshin wes especlally difficult to tewch the
children of this pluysround becuuse the directors were
confronted with trhe metihod in which the udults siovwed their
disassrovel of officiating. & large rert of this cttitude
end disansroval vas o result of Ignorance of the rules of
the gume. A& definits wtteurnt wus wmude to teuen sportsman-
ship by first teaching the rules of the geine, by avolding
ways in which rersosxs could siow taeir disaprrovel of
officlating, by teuching ideuls urd stimulatir, ¢ decsire
for recognition and resnect tarough the girls! tewws zwnd
Ly encour.ging boy-cuptulus to exercl:ie taelir auticrity

as captain of o teuu.
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,;4

done=ty, z quality which Ly umury wuthors is ILrel:ided

S

anacr the character treit of sportsmanshin, has been dedlt
with separctely in this thesis because of the narticulcor

,.

rrovlea vnich it rreconts on the 5. Street ZSchiool Play-

ground. Ooume of the children of thais pluygsround do not

seen to cence the idec of risht wnd wrorng wiien 1t coxzes

to atilizing the scnool eguipment. The only burrier to dis-

honesty which arises is thie authority of otiaers and vhat the
rasults might be. Couwe of these children have little con-

cention or consciousness of their own acts conceriiing other

peonles! nroperty. The loyzround directors attemnted to

instill honesty through the desire to rluy and through tha

ggirit of vhet the chilld owed to the groud rather thun hinm-

&

elf zlone. This wes especially notced in the boy who re-

vezled hlis true a_ e to suve the tewa Ifrom poscible default

at a championshin gane.

Resronsilbility end loyelty wre juelities with close
correlution. The Logun Street Schonl Pluyyround dirsctors
delegeted recnonsibilities to the cnildren throigh the care
of equi znent, the care of the te.n when 1t 7liyed on fields
othier tinun its o n, zund through smwll errunds. Resronsi-

tility to the »luysround motivited Ly the dzsire to rluy wes
disrlzyed by the child vwho respectcd the ~liygroind direc-
tor, who returncd locust equi zent, wio becume raporly oun-

errazas with

joN

rolled on the pluygsrousd, znd who exec.ute

celf-confidence.
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cna Jdemocrutic caclities nuve

e »nzgille only throusn o defi~ite coonerction :nd

interezt of adnlte. Their coorerution was shovm by »nroviding

hendicroft matericls for the children, by muxing costimes

-

1
for the children, b, ucting as judges ot Pures

Ly oroviding trunsportution for the »lsyground chlldaren to

city-wide functions, end by an increzse in attendance ot
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