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INTRODUCTION

One of our greatest educational problems of today is
that of providing just and suitable school opportunities for
rural boys and girls. This necessitates a practical, well-
adapted system of administration and a fairly equitable means
of school support. It is generally recognized by state and
national leaders of rural education that the best known vlan
is through the combining of small districts into larger units
with a single consolidated school for the area. However, in some
portions of the country two or more grade buildings are
provided within the unit for the pupils of the first six grades
and a large centrally located consolidated school which includes
housing facilities for all of the junior and senior high school
purils of the district. This plan av@ids the necessity of trans-
porting elementary grade children long distances.

Every community covets the privileges of an accredited
high school for its boys and girls. According to the best
educational authorities a large percentage of our rural popu-
lation either live in districts in which there is no high school
or they have aﬁcess only to one of an inferior class. It has
also been clearly demonstrated that the one room eight grade
school is genermlly inadequate and does not insure advantages
in these grades comparable to those provided in the cities and
other large school units.

This thesis includes a brief history of the consolidation
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Fourth,- 1910 to 1920, a period of united effort in
bringing avout consolidation, determining its values, and
working out the best ways to make it most effective.®

The rerort of the National Cormittee of Twelve in 1897
recommends collecting puvils from small schkools into larger
scrools and paying from public fi:nds for their transportation
believing that in tris way better teackers can be provided,
more rational methods of instruction adopted, and at the same
time tlie exyense of tlre schools can be materially lessened, This
recomrendation undoubtedly had reference to consolidated eight
grade schools, Consolidation became more active at this time in
the @entral States, Southern States, and Western States,

The rrinciple of consolidation has gone from state to
state by force of examnile, The period from 1920 to 1930 began
with the consolidation rate at its height, with one-room schools
being closed, according to Dr.,Fannie Dunn of Columbia University,
at the.rate of from four to five thouswnd per year. There was
quite a sudden slump which began about 1922 and continued until
1927 during which time one-room schoosls were being closed at tre
rate of from two to three thousand per ye-r, At the close of the
decade the rate approached that of the early twenties, The slump
came as a result of the marked decline in the price of farm pro-
ducts and a general reaction among farmers against a change of
and kind, In some states more rigid and difficult consolidatioh
laws were enacted during this period, The indications are that
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1931 will experience a gener~l retarlation of the consolidation
movement as well as any other measure that may call for an
expenditure of public funds, It is hoped that thre rresent de-
pression may be a short one, In the meantime it is exyected that
there may be a real achievement throughout the United States in
the matter of the equalization of school taxes and that this may

be accompanied by provisions for more nearly equalized oprortuni-

ties for all.
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submitted the primary district plan which was adorted. Owing to
the rapid increase in population in many districts, esrecially

in villages and cities, it became necessary under the original
law, which contemplated the employment of but one teacher in
each district, to divide the distpiot in order to employ a suf-
ficient number of teachers, The g;bwth of urban centers created

a demand for the consolidated district, In 1841 a union act was
passed by the legislature vhich provided, "that the city of
Detroit be considered as one school district and under the direc-
tion and regulation of the Board of Education®, This was follovied
by the passage of a general state law in 1843 which provided that
any township containing a city or village might form a single
district out of two or more echool districts in such city or
village, A more complete union disgfict act of 1855 and tre
graded district act of 1859 were passed, The last named act
provided that any two or more contiguous districts may unite to
form a single district for the purpose of establishing graded
schocls or high schools whenever the said districts shall
severally by two-thirds vote of tlie legal voters in said districts
agree thereto; Proviied, that tre numoer of scholars in such
districts shall not be less than two hindred. The union districts
gradually came under the provisions of the graded act, At the
present time any primary district having at least seventy-five
children on the census list may change to this type of organie

zation, It includes village and city districts having a popula-
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tion of not more than ten thousand, Subsequent laws were passed
which provided for several different types of city district
organizations all of vhich were forms of consolidation, This
naturally created a demand for a larger district vlan for rural
areas.ASome of the earliest rural consolidations came in the form
of township rural districts patterned after the Indiana plan and
establisked by means of lccal enactments which included the Upper
Peninsula Act,

with the impetus given to the srowth of cities by Nichi=
gan's industrial development the guestion of how to assure more
nearly eqgual educational advantages for rural boys and girls te-
came one of comron concern, Consequently the consolidation move-
ment began rermeating the rural areas of Michigan in the early
part of the twentieth century, This resulted in a demand for
legislation which caused the rassage of the Act of 1903, the
general township district law of 1909, and the rural agricultu-
ral school act of 1917, Immediately following the rassage of
the Uprer Peninsula townskip district act the process of combi-
ning sub-districts witkin the townskip was begun and Las continued
since that tize, It has usually been accomplished by combining
one or more nesr-y schools with an 2djoining village or a so-call-
ed location schocl, Crystal Falls is an exomple of tre earliest
of tliese, |

The Act of 1903 was cotied after tle gr-ded act and also

the.- 1. Superintendent of Public Instruction's report of 1888,

paces, 2 to 6.
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made provision for the transrortstion of purils at the expense
of the district.vThe first consolidation under this law was
effected at Grand Blanc in Genesee Courty by uniting two ad-
joining districts with the village district during the summer
of 1903, This was started with ten grades, two busses, and four
teachers, After the passage of the rural agricultural act this
was enlarged by forming a township school distriet in which a
rural agricultural twelve grade school was established, The re-
port of tkis school for 1930 and 1931 shows an enrollment of
812 with 25 teachers, 18 busses, and 552 children being trans-
ported, The second instance of consolidation occurred in Kala-
mazoo County by uniting districts no.9 and 10 of Richland
Township with no.8 of Comstock, Subsequently the entire township
was formed into a township district. This is how known as the
Rickland Rural Agricultural Training School of V.estern State
Teachers?® College.

In 1905 a portion of district number four of Littlefield
Township in Emmett County had been consolidated with the Alanson
district, In November, 1925 the entire township was organized into
a single district and a rural agricultural school was established
at that rvlace, The Superintendent's renort of 1907 makes reference
to consolidation at Martin, Mt.Morris in Genesee Courty, and
Comstock in Kalaumazoo County, The one at Comstock was dissolved
a few years later, dumerous small consolidations hive been
effected since that time of which no record has been kept except

that which might be disclosed in the statistical reports,
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The Act of 1903 is still in force and makes it poesible to
elimin~te swuall one room scl.ools in sections which are not ready
to accert the larger unit rlan or in which it voilld not be prac-.
tical, For exanple, in Emmett County in 1628 the County School
Commicesioncr, in cooperation with a mem.oer of the Lepariment of
Public Instruction, encouvraged distirict nuuber one of Redmond
Townskip, district mumber five of Fleasantview Township, district
nuniber seven froctional of Center Townchip, and district number
eigkt fractional of Bear Creek Touwnckip to vote to disvand and
autkhorized the tounship board of tleir respective tounships to
attach tre territory to other adjoininn districts, The territory
was attacked to eleven adjoining districts, A total of fifteen
pri.ory districts was therevy reduccd to eleven and the expense
of hiring four teaciiers and maintaining four sclicols was elimi-
nated, In 1927 tliere were 443 prim-ry districts in tle state in
which the enrollment vi:s less than eleven purils in ench schocl,
Such schools s..0:1d be closed esrecially if school advanta;es
can be mxde available in some better viay,.

The Superintcndent of Fublic Instruction's rerort of 1900
shows 6452 ungraded one-room sciiools =nd tlre 1929 re:ort 6041.
This viculd indicate trat aprroximately 400 one-room sclicols hrve
been disuplaced viithin tlis period,

During this period the disintecrating rrocess of orgaiizing
ordinary rrirary cschcol districts continued. This n-turally fol-

loved the growth in porulation =mong the larger iri-ary districts
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part of 1931, at Jol'annesburg on January 20; Roscommon on Feb-
ruary 5 a2nd 6, and at Trout Creek on Fcbruary 13, All of these
corrunities cet asicde certzin koure of the day durins vwhich
time the school eclectors vere invited to insvect the v~rious
reome and equirment and become acquainted with their own educa-
tional facilities,

It w~s with a spirit of rride ~nd satisfaction that large
grouze of interested school patrons took advantsge of the oppor-
tunity. The texchers were stationed in their various rooms to
act 25 hosts ond exrlain tre purrpoce for which the room and
equinment vwere to ve vsed, Usually, either somz of the rurils or
the school board mecmoers served as guldes,

In the dedication programs due consideration was given to
the sacrificial interest manifested by the school toard and tax
payers, the plan of orginization and vccational viork viere explaine
ed and the wiys in which tlis new school would operate in terms of
tresent day nceds and dem:nds, One co:1d not help being impressed
with the value of such occosions and rejoice vilth them in their
achievemnents, Euzch of the districts mentioned met its needs in a
differernt way and on a minirum cost b-eis,

At Johannesbvurg trey accented a 2ift of an office building
avnrded to them by the Michaelson Hanson Lumber Comiany with the
understanding thot it would be arrronriated and made suitable for
school purposes, This was remodelled and fully equirred at an
arrroximate exrense of $17,000. |

Trout Creck made some slicht modifications in tlre old
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school building and duilt an addition -.iiich incluies the combi-
nation gymnosiwia and commnity room, a new hizh scrool study hall,
a lzrgce comvbination ecience and arricoitural laooratory, and two
recitation roowse The entire ex;ensze including a lar¢e anount of
vocztional ani laboratory ejuipment amounted to avout $50,000.

Tre Roscorrion bi-townslip vnit reqguired an entire new plant,
This fine builiinz, incluvding equigrent required for irmediate
use, cost a little lecs than 355,000.

Each of treoe districts sceminsly obinined the mnximum of
school housing srnce at a rinimum of exnensc, All available por=
tions were ayrrozriated to some useful murrnuse and scme parts
were made to scerve a dval rurroce, For exurple, at Loscommon the
corridor leadinz to two gr-de rooms ie also Lhe st-ge for the
corrui1ity kall and .thie adjacent grade rooms serve 2lso 38 dresse
ing rooms, At Trout Crcek the home economics room can be utile-
ized as a dressing room and a2t boik of itlieve rlazces tl.e home
economics roors are conveniently adjacent to the gymnonsium with
a scrving shelf betwcen so that rcfreclments and bang:cts can
be cerved to edvont:ce.

The outcide observer at Lhe dcdicotion cervices was con-
vince? trat a new day had davned vwithin there ncigiisorroods and
thot with the right kinmd of teaclers in trese schoels tre ideal
of a more ncearly ejvalized edication:l cliance for rural boys

and girls had errived.
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New ochools for 014 -

It is net 2lwayrs nececssry to iisceard the old school
building in order to Iave a neu sckool, Tris w:s clewrly demnone
etrated a feuw years aso at Harriscon and at Farwell in Clare
County. At voth of these centers rur~l agricultural schools
were ectablished by concolidating 211 of the sclkools of the
to.nckip at eack rlace, The old villace sckoecl buildincs were
well built and of a3 tyre trhat could be altered and rercleled to
ncet tre horeling needs of tle lorger wait,

The Hzrrison bullling, being of fraure construction and
built at a time when notn 1ng but tle bvest material was used, was
traiacforzed into an adequate and rmore modern tyre by recmoving
ccrtain partitione and tlereby enlarzing the high school assembly
rocm; by buildinzg a more safe entrance 2t the front viich
includes 2 cingle wide stairvuzy to t-kxe the place of tvo narrow
winiing stzirvays; by correcting tle lightin:; by rroviding a
suitavie water system and rodern plurbing; awd by roving one of
the o0ld buildings to the central site to ecrve as one cf the
grade roomse The rerodeled building beczme the rride of the
corau- ity and the ncw school cne of the best of ite kind in the
gtztcs In 2ll coses thet which is of real value should be arpro-
priated to the lorger compmunitiy scervicce.

The Far.ell vuilding is of bricit consiruction, lere, too,
the high school assembly roum was enlirged by the removal of a

partition, Some slight alterations were made and adequate hous-
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scare gordenins and reforestotion, tre ceoltivation of the favor
anl good will of tle r-trons, and tke =cYool w-s rloced on the
accredited list, At tre cnd of tre ycrr tre lor-ect senior class
for tuenty yeors vae crodusted, The crlhere of irfluence of tre
ecrocl Lk~e been extenled for teyond tle bourndary 17nes of the
digtrict and tlec ror-resident enrellment in tke Y h =ckool has
incrensed very ro-idly, Tvo vacont b-oement rourms vere fitted up
for csclence ~nd veeniionnl verls, adlitionnl eqiirment was install-
ed, and the schtolroom vwnlle were dcecorated in suit-hle color
combinrtions so thot the entire rrericens r(resented a tleasing
a, renrance, ~n! tie scrool was £-11 egrirred to do effective viork
nler the above menticoned rlnan thece tvwo cormunities and
neny others hove becn able to take a sreot step forward in edu-
cation, Vhen rroviied with a surcrintenlent 2nd tesckers who are
vell trained for their recrective tocolzs anl a gond school spirit
gnon; thre nurils and the ratrons the 01d School tecomes a New
hool thnt neets trhe denands of the are,
Sorme of tre rural acriculttr-l districte Yave oan interest-

iny riztorye. Azncn; tlie numker is Vo""e Folls wrere the original

rura2l zgriculturzl schiool district consisted of tre minimum of

three original districts 2nd in wkich the valuation per puril
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s cxtremely smll, Tre result was thet they of necessity must
lirmit the cource of sthudy to an Frades ard even then the school
t-z reached tre ervorhit-nt rote of £42,30 rer thounard of assecs-
ed valuaticne Tro school hoord ~nd t-xpayere cnrme to the con-
clusion thrt it w0111 he necesgiry to either discontinue the kigh
echool crodes or ernlrre tre unit, Trey decided to try to do the
latier oand circul-ted petitions rrereratory to an election for
tre crzanization of Boyne Valley Towneckrir, in wkich Beyne Falls
is located, irto 2 sincle esclool district, At th=t time the tax
rate armcne tre rri ary districts vitrin the towrebiv vere as fol=-
lows: District Inmber Trree, $22.17; Distr-ct Nurber Four, $9,51;
Diztrict Number Five, $45.80; and District Number Six, $33.02,

A rerrecent-tive of 1re Der-rtment of Prb»lic Inctruetion
grcnt a courle of dzrs in tre comrvrity helrins to interest the
electorate 2nd to present focts »nd firures concernin; the expense
for vuilding erd oreratinc exnences for a l-rrer school, The
estimate for tre nnrual budret cnlled for a tax rate of from

25 to §27 rer thovsnnd valuntion, Tle election cnrried by a
majority of eixty and vhen the orcanization had becn eompleted
rrovicions viere m~de for a twelve gr-de school, Durins the first
four years ofter tre erlarcement of tre unit the school tax rate

vioe $25, then it vas reduced for three or four yeors to $20,

n

folloved by a scrorl t-x rate of $15 in 1930, In 1227 the school
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was nlaced on tle accredited lict of L e Lniveresitsy of lickigan,
At rresent 2ll excernt one of Lre oraicinal district are~s has a
tox rate below that wiich it Fad -t tve tire of ornnization
and educational orvortunit, ros been advarced and vl-aced on a
rmore equ2lized breis,

At Pcrus it required rore t radecade in vrich to effect
tre consclidaticn vnit, vote tle nccecesary bond icssve, and rro-
vide suitaple Yrcusing freilities for the rural erricultural
ecrcol, Tre first effort vias made dvrins the sr-rins of 1918,
ghortly after tle rur=2l arric:ltur~l schocl district law had
been enacted, Tke c-mmaign was st-arted vwit: tihe idea in mind of
consclidating all of the diestricts of “heatland To.nshir, Mecosta

"County, excert districts number two -nd eight, It u~s wnderstood
that unlecs tlre ;rofosition received a favornole vote in each of
trece districts Lre unit woild not be formed., After 2 series of
meet ' ngs I'~d vecn Yeld in trese school districts an? elections
k-d veen c=lled in s.me of trem, rccuccts care from districts
two ond eipght asiing wly they had been left out =nd asking that
mectings be held at tleir resnective school houcses, At first it
vias Lhought that tiey would not be interested as tie area in-
cl:dcd wos beln: scerved by a 1:rge rorockinal scheoel ond the en-
rollient in the udlic scroo2ls wnas very small., In tte elections
vrich folloved »%out Lalf of the rrim-ry districts were not in
favor of consolidation so no eclection wns held at Remus and the

rroject vwas drovred for about tlree years,
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At tie tire of tre firct eifcrt eccehr district veted
ecpraately bet tre 1021 lesielniure crented tle 1w ¢ irovide
that on petiticn of 2i% of tle lcg=l sclocl elcclcrs cf ezch
distriect 2 eingle cleciion niclt e neld for the entire grouy
rrovided ii cid rut contain a gratcl district in vilcit a twelve
grzice scrool wias rointainced, vnder il ic plean the clection vwosld

1l
eitl.cty £21i1 or =221 of e diuvbtrictc L3t £i1cd yetiticrs would

»
;_.

Join in tlie nevw wnit, Only tcon grodce werce aveailasle ot Reaus a
tliot Lirie g0 in tie £0l11 of 1021 Lie cniire grov, of tre dict=-
ricts of “heatlinl So.nship and Distr ¢t domser Three of ¥ille
vrosiz Touwnslip, Zlccoztia County and Tiscrict Waoer Jline Fraci-
ional of Zroowficld To.rship, Isabilla County retitioned for such
an election nd it w:s cwrried by a t.o to one majorily. However,
oy tnc time tlie Hozard of Lduc:ition k=2d acen elected, a couple of
electione Ii2d been e¢nlicd 21d an ex:reusgion secrred relaltive to
the choice of a site,llic ogrosition k!l becorme guite tlorougchly

orgenized ,znd wlen tice bond iscue for (e new Hvilding wWas SUl=

mitted it wao dcfcited by a en:ll wnjorilye. Anotier vornd election
was czlled slorily -fterwariz arnd it, too, was voted 1loun by a

lavoer majoritye The criociticon growr g centered grite largely

b
0
*,

whong tle parochi 1 =scliocl recrle -rd with tlis grovy as a
nucleeus it was g:ite cacy for them to conirol il.e bond electiions
anl Lo cecure resecentation and ot tites conirol of tre School
Boord.

Once or t.ice a vote vwas t-%en tc disoand but tlese vere
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CHAPFTER IV
LEGISLATION AND ORGANIZAT ION
Legiglation =-

Practically all state wide legislative enactments that
either directly or indirectly affect the consolidation of schools
have been adopted since tlke beginning of the present century.

One of the first of these was the hich school tuition law vwhich
reads as follows:

L"Section l. Any school district which maintains a school
during five months of the year, having children residents therein
who have completed the studies of the eighth grade in said school
may at any annual meeting vote a tax sufficient to pay the tui-
tion and daily transportation, during school days, of said child-
ren to any high school which the school board of said district
may celect and designate.

Section 2. The tax provided for in section one of this act
shall be reported to the clerk of the township in wkich
such district is located and shall be spread upon tue tax roll
of such district in the same manncr and at the same tirme as
other school taxes."
2'Act number 65 of the Public Acts of 1909 which repealed
the act of 1903 reads in part as follows:-

®The board of education of any school district which does

Note, 1. Act Yo, 190 of tlie Public Acts of 1503
2. Act o, €5 of tle Public Acts of 120¢



not maintain a kigh school srall have autrority and is required
to vote a tax sufficient to pay tuition to one of the tiree near-
est hich schools of any children residents of said district who
have completed the studies of tre eighth grade, not exceeding in
amount $20 per pupil unless tke voters anrropriate a larger sum
at the annual meeting, and may vote a tax to pay tle transporta-
tion during tle school days of sucl childrcn, such tuition to be
raid by tle treasurer of tle district in which tre puril resides
to the treasurer of the district wlere the high school attended
is located."”

LThe avove section was amenled in 1911 by adding the follow=-
ing trercto?

®"Provided, that a parent or the legal guardian of such

children, or the person in parental rel=tion to such c¢rildren,
shall give vwritten nitice to tle district boari or voard of ed-
ucation on or before the fourth Monday of June th-t such children
desire to attend one of the t@gee nearest high schools during
the ensuing year. Uron recéiviﬁg written notice of children
eligible to attend kigh school the district board or board of
education €hall vote a tax sufficient to cover the necessary
expense for tuition as herein provided, and may vote a tax suf=-
ficient to cover tle necessary exrense for daily transportation
of such children: Provided furtker, That any surrlus moneys in
the treasury of said district belonging to the rrimary fund may
be used in paying tuition in lieu of a tax therefor.

Note, = 1. Act No.1l4 of the Public Acts of 1911
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Pupils eligivle to have their tuition paid shall be holders
of county eigkth grade dirlomas granted by county boards of exam=
iners in the several counties under rules and regulations prescribed
by the Sugerintendent of Public Instruction, or shall have comrleted
eight grades of work in a graded school district as evidenced by
written statement of the surerintendent of schools in such graded
school disetrict",

The law was ‘amended in 1913 requiring the local district to
pay tre tuition not exceeding in amount $20 andaﬁn 1917 increasing
the aﬁount to not to exceed $25 per pupil per year unless the voters
arrrorriate a lzrger sum at the annual meeting.BThe act was amended
again in 1919 providing, that the tuition might be paid to any high
school which is arrroved by the Superintendent of Public Instruction

7An amendment of 1921 changed the tuition rate from $25 to
$60 trat the board is required to pay, providing the per capita
cost per year based on the average enrollment for the preceding .
school year cof tle high school where said children may attend, is
that much, A few slight modifications have been made since 1921
but none of material importance.

The tuition law and the marked increase in the number who
take advantage of its provisions has had an encouraging influence
on the consolidation movement,

éin act passed in 13}3 provides that any primary district

may vote to discontinue school for tre ensuing or current year
Note.-'Act no,268 of the Public Acts of 1915.zlot No.ll of 1917,

SAct No.59 of 1919, and Act”No.79 of 1921
‘Act No.230 of the Fublic Acts of 1913
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and 13y the tuition and provide transrnortation for the clrildren
to =z2nother school or scrools, Tkis law has been in operation
continuously since tkat time but has been amenied to enable a
primary dietrict to 1ay the tuition and transgortation of
the seventh and eighth gradcs only, trereovy reducing the number
of grades in the elementary school to eix, Tris last change
was influenced to gquite an extent by the fact that a large
percentage of tre small high sclhools are organized on the six- |
six rlan and larger ones on the six-tlhree-tlree rlan and Jjunior |
high school viork begins in tre seventh grade.LThe legislature
of 1331 made it rossible for the school electors to direct the
school board to ray the tuition and provide transrortation for
the ensuing or current year for tlre ckildren of the six, seventh,
and eighth grades or of one or more of these grandes to =2nother
sclool.

The numver of districts that have taken advantage of the
provision relative to the voting to close the local school from
year to year hos increased quite ra idly. In ;927 two rundred
eighty-five rrimary districts paid tlke tuition and transportation
for all of the pupils inclvding hish school purils to another
school and for 1928 this had incre=sed to three hundred three,
The amount paid for transrortation of rupils from such districts
in 1929 would ihdicate that arproximately seven thousand children
were being transported from primory districts during that year.

A large percentage of these children were transported to village

Note,- 1. Act No.54 of the Iublic Acts of 1931
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and city schools, In generz:l the cost of tuition and transporta=-
tion was not much, if any, greater than the total cost of maintain-
ing tle local irimary district school and in many instances re-
sulted in a reduction in tre totzl cost of rroviding school ade-
vantages for tre c¢kildren,

For exarple, districts number three.and seven of Sﬁnfield
Township, Eaton County, have voted each year for several years
to ray tre tuition and transportation for all purpils to the ¥Yood-
land school of Barry County, During the year erding in July, 1924
both of these districts maintained scliool in the local distriect,
The total exvenditures for district numver trree for trat year
were $976,27 and for district number seven, $1010.90. The above
does not include the cost of transrorting kich school children as
this was rrovided by tre rarents, This was the last year that
both of these districts maintained sckool, During tlre year ending
July, 1926 each of these schoois was closed and the total expendi-
tures for that year were $1160.11 for district number three and
$804 for district numbér seven, This includes transportation for
the high school pupils, It will be noticed that the total cost
of 1926 shovis a small increase for district numver three but a
larger decrease in total cost for district numoer seven., In other
words, it shows a slight average reduction in the aggregate
cost for the two districts, The children from these two listriects
were thefeby transferred from a one-teacher eichkth grade school

to a schocl in vwrich trhe work of the first eix grades 1s divided



amon; forr full time tenclers »nd o -2t time g..cei 1l tenclicr in

micic, The cevertlhi anl ei nth rr-~ce cre piven tle ~ivont- e of

a Junior Yi h eclo:l irogr-m ot -1l terce un'or Lic tehore,e of
tenciere 1o ~xc Lewceling e biccls in ier tiey I-ve rie Ll
najor ;ort of tlcir _rezoration ~n’ ia Lliiell tley con (o tlefr

- em A - i~ an?
Lot oz,

Il ... .. . L ] . N - - hi e - - . - ‘
Aqobtlhicr Loilion 1w Lol oLois o el

*Ihe disurict bonrd or so~zd ¢f c¢lue~tion ia ~11 wrimrry,

creoed, and tounic ovnit dfsiricls of Ll Stotle vy uvee nonacy in
tihc oenernl £ of <1l Micuriel for Lle —oroose of ooyins tui-
L_. - - - (%

“

tion to gome otlicr Cictrict or dicrtricts, of cl.ililcen -

)

conzleted it t orefes of owl, i ochies viore ooeil ¢rilien nre
neover Lo Ure cel collicvee in ~nobllcr listrict tinvt to tie scll
loure in treir own dictriet, ~ad miny vole a bl for Li-t suriosc."

is —et e not 104 o minteri ol inflvence in Licloinc to

cecennint Llie gctozl motrone vith Lle scnefile ol coneolitation
and tlc —oent of Lition is orzticn-1 with tle locl cciol

vorxri, nor is trono ort-lion reo izcl ro it is not in cixiencive
urc, In o four ¢ ren tle el illicen 2 1o live ne~rer o congrolildateld

or i~r (T uvnit seliosl Lwe reeeivel Ul o wencelits tlercoef and

tlciz —orents 1 wve occaic intercsiel ia Geing o it of such an

or-~niz~tion,
Tie Toon ifs Dictrict Act, 1.7k i~1 i.e dnco tion in

irmn in tie introiuction of 2 vill in tre lopriel~brre of 1881 but

dotc 1, - Act o, 21 of tlic Pvulic Acts of 1713
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which did not terminate in a state wide''law until 1509, insures
a more just system of school suuvport than the ordinary primary
district system, a more nearly equalized plan for the children,
and a uniform school tax rate for the entire township., At present
there are more than two hundred township school districts in the
state,

This law makes it tossible for the township voard of edu-
cation to determine how many schools shall be maintained and the
location of these schools, In gencral it results in the closing
of smaller schools and the transportation being furnished for the
children to larger and vetter schools within the township, Many
times a substantial saving is made; in addition to this the child-
ren are insured better advantages tkrough the competitive interest
that obtains in the larger school and high school advantages may
be made available in one of the schools of the township.

THE RURAL AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL ACT- |

The idea of the Rural Agricultural School was originated -
with ¥r.,John Doelle, who as superintendent of the Portage Township
Schools of Houghton County had been impressed with the need for a

constructive agricultural development program for the rural portid?
of the area that came under his direction, With this idea in mind

he had a bill formulated and presented to the Micrhigan legislature

Note,- 1, Chapter 1V, Part one, Act No,319 of the Public Actis
of 1927, Formerly Act No.l1l7 of 1909
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of 1917 wkich wns c¢nacted into law and was known as the Rural
Agricultural Schocl Act No,226 of tlre Public Acts of 1917,

Originally tlis act provided for two classes of rural
acricultural sclicols, Class A, having a eschool site with less
than twenty acres of land and a corrs of teachkers consisting of
one rrincipal and two or more tcachers engagced in teaclking for
not less than nine months and Class B, a school site consisting
of tvwenty or more acres of 1land used partly or wholly for tke
teacking of agriculture and animal husbandry, and having a corps
of teacliers concisting of one rrinciza2l vwho wnas to be engaged for
a year of twelve monthks -~nd two or more teachers engaged for not
less than ten months each,

The ect provided that whenever any district or township
school board dcemecd it advisable to establish a rural agricultu=-
ral school by consolidating three or more rural schools, tley
might submit the question of consolidation to the qualified
voters either at tle annual meeting or at a special meeting
called for that purrose., It also provided that the question of
organizing such a school should be submitted when 10% of the
school electors filed with their resrective district or town-
ship school boards a petition or petitions asking that such

guestion be submitted,

Note, - 1, Charter V Part I Act No, 319 of the FPubliec Acts of
1927, formerly Act No,226 of tre Public Acts of 1917,



- Wy e LAY e y - . LI - “ Lial, A ] oy e

- ’ls‘..(.: S0 100 2O AT tlJ JRRTRNRY b e -u JC{l:li \'J. [N LIrLael1ion
L oen . 3 . S oas 3 N T~ Y L~ - , S | s e . i Y
Tor puadlo ond L0-0 uo 2usll s10:11 Lo conoacelled 1o wnli’t farther

']

thon one mile fron Lis kume Lo tlie nenrest trass:ortacion route,

-

In ¢crce loos Lhon «ix Lonl’s ros'del o or nenr =7y wns route such
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The grdde teelhers ia allition to kavrivg a regilar teacher's
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“oe dn e clusg B cchool Lie wos regaired to 1old a life certiw

Tewie e muet eslon Lt lie Is qaalilficd to teach agriculture and

TlLis act piovileld for slate nid Lo the extent of $200 per
yeor for cacli: veloicle, and in Cla:s A 000 per yoar -nl in Class
B 30200 per yeawr Lunoxrd tlie naintenance of tiwe sclool, This aid
wag -to be paid in gu-rterly instzallzents and at the end of the

biennial period tle ~uditor generzl wns to make an iterized re-
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port to the legislature relative to the ~nrortioment of this
money,

The act was not comrlete since it did not maxe clear and
definite provision relative to the metliod of electing the new
school board and concerning the adrinistrztion of such a school,

lhct No.81 of the Public Acts of 1ul9 anrcnded Act ido,226
and made other cranges wrick included the following;

Relative Lo organization,- Whenever tle district boards of
three or more rural sclkool districts deem it advissible they may
submit to their resrective districts the question of est~blish-
ing a rural agricult.ral sci.ool ottrienever tre dictrict board of
any township school diegtrict deers it advisadle to c¢stoblish a
rural agricultural sclool witiin egaid townskip school district,
it moy suomit tle guestion to the qualified sckool electors
either at on annual meeting or at a srecisl meeting, It also rro-
vided trat tke gueztion sl:all be submittcd to the echool electors
whenever 10% or more electors file a petjﬁion with their respect=-
ive distriet or to.nship sciool bo:rd asking tkt an election bLe
held, If tke election carried the school commissioner w~s to re=
ceive a notice uvron receipt of which ke was to ¢211 ~n election
for the purpose of electing a sckocl bo~rd for the area included
in the territory of thc contiguous districts in which an affirm-
ative vote vias reccived, Adjoining districts might, by a majority
vote, with the consent of the rural agricultural school district,

b annexed latcer,

Lote, - 1, ruslic Acts of 19ly, folrmerly Act wo.220 oi 1917
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ciznl of trte Clars A aclecll povere on dotics conrrx-ile Lo thos
of 2 surerinterndent in a grecded ddcirict, It zleo defincd rural
erricultorsl eclionls -2 including ory ryimoxy or mroled schiool
dictrict 4¥zt does not contnin vitlin its lizito on incorgorated
vill~ze or city r-virg 2 rorvloticn ciceeding 10070,

Act 82 cf 19170 ~ncernded tle original rural aorizulitural act

ty moXking rrovielon fer tre Yoldéer of o ¢ounly norol cerlificate
to bYecome elicinle to teach In rursl rrricullurcl ccliocls, It
vwog ~lgo cmended wy Act 07 of 1681 which did ovny wilth the A and
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B cleosgificolione 2 yrovided for a sinsle c¢laes of rural agri-
cult r2l scteol Aletricts itk o eite ¢f rnot leos tii-n five acres
exce ting wlen tYe out-ining of a cite of trat cize 24id not ceenm
Tfeccible, in whick conmnecticyn tre Crvicrintenlent of fublic In-

ctruciion conll 2 1reve of o sm-ller cile, Thio act 2150 provided

Gistricts ol L¥-4 tre petition nozt he filed viitk thc county

core iecioner to nocL t¥e noticee ond ¢01) Lo eleclicn, it als
rovicded 1ot whrencver Lre weoxrd of cauve-uvicn of a tennchip
schocl Jietrict 2come it edvicalle it rioy ecctol2ich cucll a schiool
by complying with the rprovicions of tlie act, or vhen said town-

ehip bvoard of educ-tion is rresented with a pctition eizned by a
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najerity of the lceo-1 seloel electors of the tornsllizn
it £hell ecteoblisk o rurnl ~gricvlinrel ochool,

Onder tris ~mendront Lre Svreriatordert of Tinlic Irstruc-
ticn vas given tle recroneibilitsr of nrmoroving of Llc crca thiat
rrist be ineluded in tre organizaticon of a rurzl osrfculiural
1

o It 2leo r-de rroviaion for tlre dicb-nlinz of 4l district

T~d corizlied with
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sovidirs LI distric

L

at tYe end of five yenrs
the rrovigions of t¥c ret for t¥ot lencth of time, I ove the
boord of clucaticn of the concolidnted district entloxnity to
ceslrnote tlhe scicol sile,

Tlhie gection relotive to Lransryortotion vas ~nenicd so thot

tre Vorrd world ot be required to troncrert rurils vio live withe

Jn a mile of Lie rir~l =oricnlivrnl sclonl 2nd in earc Lhere vwere
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leog Len Bix verils on a voute L niett ¢f the par-
crig or pirrdiarg cold hoerd the 1 wile 2t come convenient place
I Whe eccet of bonriing wiuld be lees (tan Lle cont of transvore
Trtion, 1t £ave tie Tozerinientent of Poblic Imsztruciion authority,
uron iavestigation, to confirm, cel aride, or amesd Lle decision
cof tl:e locnl horxl of eluention 3Lk reference
tion routes nn! 4re distance matils vore regiire? vo oolke 1%
#7100 nde pravision vrorehy ten or rove electors v o Zell them-
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felven acorieved ol e =2cetion of Lhe bo rd relaiive Lo the selec-
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Zicn of tre site, c-omzing of the hrovmdary Iinen:, or ancencnt
of rontes, elc, could nyncnl to tre Superintendert of Public In-

strecticn, The £i~te nid was Incre-sed to $400 per velicle per
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year with an aniual allowance tovw rd maintensice of $10G0 per
Yeor, Il made delinive provision for iLite ap:ro.rinlion necessary
to Lake core of iie suate aid Yor Livue BCHLOJIS. 4u wecame tle
duty of tre Suvrcrintendent of Puvlic inciruction Lo furnisn a
stavement to tre lecislature cionin: Lie naiber of rurad agri-

uliural ecr.oolc, tleir locztion, 2l the azxsuial ol siate aid
aniortioned to L. .cn.

Tre oct v clansed to permii aa incorioraited civy or
villagce having a gopulation ur to 2020 to participzie in the ore
garization and becoire a vart of tlie rural awricultiral district
and receive state ~id, 1t also made il vowsivle for cities and
Villages hoving a vorulation above 2000 to orgaiize wiclout state
aid, One imrortant clange provided tlal in tle ox_anization of
sucli a sclkool tle districts ciall Vete as a sincle unit unless
the area includes a graaed district Loving al leasl t.elve grades
of workg in wliich cake tlere shall te 1.0 electicnu - one held
Ly tle borrd of education of che ginded district =id tl.e other
By tie township bonord of one of tle to.nsiips reprc: cnicd, This
is imarrotant becavse yrevious Lo this time esacn disoerict voted
separately and a group of districtu ulich mighave tecn formed
into a very satisfocrory unit from the standgoint of auscessed
wvaliation and enrollient could be comzleted with only nalf or
tvio=-thirds of t:e original numbere in otrer words, it :ight not
carry in more tkraa Ya2l1lf or two-thirds of the original groups Con-

Bequently , in the beginning there were several concolidations
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nore, said signcrs of the petition chnll own collecctively 50%
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of the land and prrecmnises tl.ereof "

The legislature of 1521 adled an’amendzent to the rural
ccricultural discrict act whrich is of grent imrortance, It makes
it rossible for a tounckip district voard on rctition, in lieu
of ectablicking a rural =sgcricultural scliocl, to oy the tuition
and rrovide trarciortation for any or -1} grades t:iereol to a
nenxty graded, towrnshiy, eity, or rural 2-.ricultural district in
vriclh tlre requircd vocational training is mnde available, In case
this is done tre state will make -n onnusl allowance of $400 per
vericle for transccrt-tion,

Differentiantions ¥From Averace Concolidation Law -

Tre rural agricultural district ylan of org~-rization is
differentiated in mnwny recsrects from the avernge consolidation
lowe The title includes a definite industricl designation and
tkis is urndoubtecdly due to the fact that tle inlividual wlo
introduced tre ©ill felt tlat it would be desirable to include
agriculﬁure in tl:e yrogram of courscse The 1w also provides
for vocational training in industrial oris ~nd hone economics
and rinimum P¥€:nrstion and qualificalion requiremenis for the
teachers of tr- vucotional subjects, The Superintendent of Pub=-
lic Instrﬁctio; is required to pass upon tre minimum qualifi-
cation requiremcnts for candidates for the vocationnl positions,
provide for tre ins:ection of such sclools, and certify each
year to the Auditor General's Den~rtment that the district is

entitled to reccive the state aid rrovided for in tre nact,

Notc,= 1. Act Ho.75 of the Fublic Acts of 1931
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In tre beginning there were no minimum area limitations
excert that trerec must be at least tree or more rurnl schools
included in the nrea scrved by tre rural acricultural schrool,
but the 1w did rrovide th~t trc Dep~rtment of Public Instruction
might pass uron the maximum area tk~t could be included in a
sinZle unit of tlis kind, Within recent yCQis tle lcgislature
haos amended this and set a minimum for the size or valuation
of tl.e ares.

Originally e~ch district of any pronosed unit vcted sepa-
rately and the result was that rmany uaits vere formed mhiph con=
cisted of not more tlhian two-thirdc of the original number of thre
distriects wlich petitioned; tle naturnl result, of course, being
that the tax rate nccesserily wowvld have to be much hizher than
it would hove becn if the unit hod tcen estaplisled according to
the original plan. The law has becn amended to guard acainst
this by requirins tr-t after a sufficient number of signers have
been secured on the pctitions in e-ch disvrict, all of the pri-
nary or rurazl dietricts shall vote as a single urit, and that in
cose a propoced congolidation area includes a gradced district
raintaining a twelve grade school, the graded districi shall _
vote seporately, and that the elections for the two groups shall
be hecld on the =z~e day and at the s=me hour,

The law m~Xkes definite provieion for'the subsidizing of
tkese districts by tre awarding of %1000 a year toword the

mairtenance of the school and $400 per vekhicle each year toward
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the cost of trancrorting thke rurilce The rmoney is ar-crtioned
to tie districts at the end of tke yc-r. In 1330 seventy-one
dietricts were able to qualify under tle rrovisions of this
acte Lighty-four districts will au21iTy for stote nid for all
or nart of tlke preceat or currcent ye-r. =

The district ig rcquired to rrovile a site cf -t lengt
five acres and mnke avzilable the sclionl builling =and premimes
as a corrnunity center for mcetings ~fiter scrool hours or vhen
sckool is not in cessione Such mectinss must not be teld for
rolitical or religiovs puriosec.

In organizing such a eckool, rctitions are first circulated
in ench dictrict of tle yroreosed unit ~nd ru=st ve cisned by at
least fifty pcrcent of tlie resident ccolcol electors of cach of
theoe districts, They are then filed with the county school com-
miesioner wro cleclks over the listo of signatures ond if ke finds
thot the reqguired nurmber have signed re must ¢2ll on election, or
in case a grided district including t.elve zrndes Is included in
tre asrea, two elcetions for the prrrcse of permitting: the legel
clectors to vote on this question. A majority vote of tlioce
orescnt and voting a2t each election is required.

Tre fact trnt the pectitions reguire tlhe signaturcs of at
lesst £ifty per ccnt of the esclrool clectors of each district
of the rrovosed unit has a retarding influence upon the progress
of consolidation under this act as there are usually a few dis=-

tricts in any natuvral comnunity grouvning of this kind that have
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a much lower tx rate tiian otliers and are more furiunately sit-
uited, Concequently it is often imrocsivle to secure a sufficient
numder of eignatires in each of the districtce As a rcsult even
one‘or tvio districts may make it imprz:tical to proceed with the
crganization even tlourh a2 lorge majority of the scliool electors
of tre entire area noy sign the petitions and =re anxious to go
foruwerd with lre movement,

This law 2lso nakes srvecial rrovision vwlereby a rural
a-ricultural eschiool miy be establicled in a townchip echool
dietricte This jrovicion of Lke 12w rexds as follous: "wWhen tlre
ecliocl board of any to nskip echiocl dictrict shall bte presented
with a petition or pctitions signcd by a majority oo tle legal

-

scheol €electors ¢f £2id township esciool district, it ehall
¢stovlich a rural ogriesltural schocl®,

1% will ve noticed that the rural agricultural district
act differs from ti.e ordinary consolidation law with respect to
its si;ecial disignited title, minimum nand possible maximum area
limitations, provisions for vocational training, state aid for
transrortation and maintenance, vse of the sclhool Luiliing and
rrenises for comunity meetings, ard with reference to the
est-olislment of such a school in a townchip echiocol district,
also in regard to tre plan and rrocedure that is to be folloved

&~

in the organiza:tion of such schools.
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Tre tect ccmenlidaticn vnit is verally one trlat includes
a vill-ze corrrunity center at Lhich the echool my te loeated

and g vwide an adl-scent rural oren 22 cnn bé served to ~dvantace,
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~ctors to be talicn into concidcration in determining its
exiremities ore tle condition and tyre of roade; tre kind of
tronezortation; uecual arcunt of =no.; vletler snow renival 1To-
vicions are mode tlen nececenry; tre character of tl.c rorulaticn;
tre rryciograrly of Lre recion; notnrnl warriers suck ~o,-strcams,
lolen, kille, o mtnno, ond vallern; ~ico oy cociclosicnal dicin-
teoroting influenzces trhottend to 7011 Lhe rec:le o-~rt and prevent
tle develorment of 2 uvrity of interccte Unfortunatcly ccrtain
sc¢lfich Interestc ~nl retur2l rredudicces may rrove to be the
cre~test verriers to tle eztablisimaornt of tle most i1dcal) unit,

It seers n-tural for a cert:in percentoage of Lle rural
rorulation to oblcct to consolidatins itr tieir o.n trade and
business center., They ~re ckerticnl avout tre motive that may
rromyt tre villere district to invite their union vith them,

TYey trirk that {iey »re beinz 28cd to build a =clhocl rouce for
trte tovn, As a m~tter of fact the vill~~e cormwnity veunlly
cont~ins quite a 1-rZe scliool porul- tion and a comr=ratively

lor-e assecsed vl ation witkin a ex211 orea. This lelrs to assure
for the rrogosed unit two imrort~rt req:risites for a successful

consolidnted school, nomecly, a lorce enoursh school poruvlation

to moke it practical and advisable to employ a sufficient number
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of tencliers to meel the requircments for a Lish st-nd-rd of

(5

efficicney and 2 eufficient volu-~tion to incure tre nceded local

finoancial suvu:zort on a reasoniovle Lox rote unsis,
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Lith very fevw excenticns Wizl zn's consolidnated sclools
r-ve bezn establishel at villase community cernters., Tiie rural

acricultursl district nct makes it roiler ency to arr-nze for a
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crovring of rrimway diciricls —bout a villoge graded
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Ci tre In'h of the unit, The ~ct requires transtortation
for those vioc live rmorce than a mile fron tre ccloocl and mrkes
provision for st te 0id tou:rd tle cosi of such tr-nsrortation
€6 tle villaze unit rlan menns a l-rce reduction in tie percent-
aie of tre schiocl yorulation thot rict be tronerorield, It also
rrxovides vithin iiis mile rndiug, co to spenk, a rrorortionately
lorge rercentage ssgessed valuntion t! 2t conirinvtes on an
erual bacis with the transzortation ~rea rer tlousmnd of assessed
valu-iion to.nrd tie cost of trancyerting tlie children who live
outside ti:e one ilc limite, There nre oulicr »dvanty es that accrue
from Yavin_ tre sclocl at a vill:e center in adiition to an |
aversoe reduction in overticend ex

TeEn. Lese inclile tiie acces-

b
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£1v71ity from i ot Lhe district, rre-ter ormortanitics for a
seleciiveo chicice of bwoaurding ond reoring rloces for teachers,
convenicnece in ecsuring sctool surplies ~nd equioment, and re-

duct ' on in dxny-oe -l truck servicern esrecinlly adn

L]

ing the tinm
that eclool builiings ~re unler conctruction,.

There core a fou strictly rural units, some of wlich could
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not h~ve been rrov.el avont a city or villare district and wlich

Nl

are ri~de ur entirely of a croun of rrimary districts, Tre oren
country unit kos on 2rre2l that is rore ~tir-scitive to those who

trink cf co.ntry life =25 ser~r=le ~nl 2ar-rt from ty-t of 1its
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urtan tr-de, m-~rket, 2nd genera
vill~ze derinance, of rossible vreoan contarinaticn or ex;osures
th~t tenl to weon tre younz roorle ooy fram farm 1ife sre there-
by rcducede The cnriromment is rure and wlrolescme 2nd 211 kove a
“cormron backoround of cxjerience, Vilile tlie argmente advanced in
fovor ¢f tle sbtrizilly rural coneclil~tion Yove =& <irrificance
Llere are wony cor ensoting bencfits thiat come fros tie inter-
min;ling of tre c¢riliren nand 22:21%s of rurnl ~nt vrbon commuiti-

ics, Trey mict lo-rn that they h-ve rmony intercsts in common,

c*

tiiab eash is de;cendent vron tkre otlcr, anl th-t tle prestest good
to tre gre-test niwber can only be attained trrough unity of rur-
rose anl 1dexls in el.cation, relizicn, civiec affa’rs, ani social
intcrcoirse,

Af-r-siziitel vislon, economic £¢lf intercris, and a desire

for V1.0 best in oTuizahion that loc-1l reouoources c¢nn m-l-2 available

,,

-

LAd

vv111 4sc¢nd to £-ror vicrever voncticel tre consolid-iion of tre
1

l1r-e district lhese bazic interssts are wholly or n»-rtly rural

vi e
wilh the neighkhroring roral districts in order to insfuvre the rost
effcctive elucational prorram norrible for all concerncd,

Hany of tlere villazcs ~re proring througch a trancition or
adjustinment pecriod, Those of two thovennd ropvlation or less may

be clessified into about four groursd
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First, tlicre is tle tyuical lumbering town sote of which
with tho rassing of the timber have yr:ctically coaicd to exist,
Anong such is Bzpr "ills on Whiskey ooy in Chirpenn County which
at one time vwas a rrosverous lumbering center and o the largeet
each and door facteory in thre state, At kol a ropul~ticn of 1200
in 1200 and by 1705 tlc lumdbering birinces hrd praccd aviny, the
factory kad been Jemolishked ond Lle village ce2zed to exist,Briar
H3i1l of Monwoe Ccuniy which was Joc~tad near kot wns formerly
kncen ag the Can i foulh Railrosd -rli now known 2o L' e Detroit,
Tolelo, and Ironton Failroad had A sinilar history. iU .as a
lurocr and mill %o.n bub closed tre l:nt vestige of its existence

a rcxi.*tclj L:l“" years 2806 bBla2g'z Tiver of Alcona County,

vIiich at onc tirc oo dominnted by Llc rnusic of ilg eo-w mills and
otl.cr related in.ucirics, has beconic 1 ¢mall country ctore center,
Thc thriving rmill to.n of Jgnning: of lissauvkee Couniy suffered
a ¢imilar fate., All of tle touns mentioned, ne well s many
ctrers, hrwe rrocuic:1ly lont their ilcont 'ty with tle¢ -issing of
tre lumver inductiye The dennnd +lich creatced trom nov simply
Ime - historieal sigaificance and i re there is nc ney demand
to t-lre its :lacc tliec town disarrerrs, In tlis tyuce of town there
cuzlly is no ~niinent for consolidation as tre fou, if any,
nci:l voring sclrouls re not easily accecsivle and 4l'e voluation
too low to make it alvisable. Ver:r ¢Zten the settlamont is con-

fincd to tre 1mgieiate vicinity of tre lumber orerations and all

resident children con conveniently 2ttend a single local school.



Second, Lllcre is itie Upper rerinoula mining villwye, some

(]

of wliichk sre deicndent uron a eingle 1 rniivsiry ~nd have

.. .
Ty

<~

3

ratler a rroblemasticxl fuiure, Its poriode of rrvocicrity follow
very closely in tle wake of a lively dawnid for iron cr corper
orc =s the c:8e iy vees A fow of Llese touns wure currcunded by
acricultural aren= tY-4 mny be reel-dlned for farrmin: rirposce and
thercvy insure @ morc ctabilized econumic life. Very cften there
are several so-c lic! neigkboring sivbrroan locstions c¢ach of

which moy fuve et blichced = sclocl in Lle beginiiny, Tith Lhe

oy

mirovezent of he Eifhways and all the yeor round otor trans-
rortovion on tle mudn trunk lines sore, w1l in o fe. inctinces
2ll,0f the auxili-ry locszilon schicols hive been closed and
consolidated witl. the cenirel schcole

'liird, thiere pre thowe wiiclh: with tle ithe lumber

3
1
4]
o~
1
3
(8]
L}

bugincss are vein susiiined becauce ol the gradual development
of c;riculturzal rczources that «re availasle in tlie surrounding
tcrritory. Durin: tiie transition roriod tlicir inlerceis are some=
Whnt divided vet.ucen ti:e two industrics as tle grocers of re-
adjustment goes 016 In gencral the pormanent inhavitants of euch
villege communities are of a venturesocize, rrosressive typee. They

are accustomed to twe mikxing of saicrilices, rosscis a szirit of

roocitality, anl are willing to Lciz onc amotkrer, :1lcy lhiave a
xecn interest in elucation even trcusi their educalicnal opportu-

a
nities may have been limited 2nd they seck good sclool advantages

—for their crildren. In such communities the value of consolidation
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is guite rendily acce ted and tre movenent progresses more
roridly tltan in the averare villa-e neis¥oortrood.

Fourth, tlecre is tre grourn vlich khas never beon deicendent
uson Limbering or any of its associated iniustriez »Hut being
locnted in the cirictly asricultural arens of the st-=te have be-
come asrarian centerse They have kad a etendy and relisble trud-
in; constituency nnd ~re usuzlly fouind within the oldest settle-
ment scetions of tle state. The resiients of these villazes as
wecll 25 trose of tre surrouniing far~ins area are mnctly a cone
servative self satisficed group who feel tiat «hat Y~= been should
continme to be, Yot of them are in fairly good fir-necial circume-
st~nces ond are more or less inlererdient of their ncirkbors, In
fact many of tre villar-e residents =re of Lke retired farmer class,
Lard values are rmore definitely fixed and rance mweh bicher than
in cither of tlic otrer tyres, conseciently they kave a sufficient
amount of taxable vealtn to insure a f-irly low level of tax rate,
Trey have not bceezre accustomed to ma%ing real investiments for
ed-z~tion and even t¥ouch tlre ovrortunities avail-ble may be
ever €0 meager tlcy sre not willing to incrcase tlicir exrendi-
turec in tris direction, %hile trese formers and villase residents
inmreet in modern corveniences for tre home, in =autoriobiles, have
ur to drte mactircry and spend larre sums of money for good
roads, many of tlcm sre extremely conservative in rclation to the
surport of the pudlic school. Thkey ~re among the first to orpose

tle consolidation c¢f eschoosls, This movement makes slow rrogress
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in cuch corzwnitics ~nd tien o1y o o reonlt of a ¢ironuous

o

tJ

crrradign of eduelicn muongr the seloc) patrons ard closely

contesrted election,
r‘}‘, f’ t t B T [aECIN Y i t'r\‘~’;(‘ A RAl 2000 TS I I NNy Yy f I ﬁf" 1 th
ihe Tirtl =0 recond Lrues 2o niort coraonly Ot n ithe

of TMictisan, the trird in tle nortlcrn h2lf of

)
.«

Uircr Penins
tle Lover renirenls and certain s~rte of tle ilnrer Peninsula, and
LYe £ovrth tyre 1s t :iz21 of the ecuilirn port of tie state,

In recent crxr Lle tendency ks Leen to encovrere the
formnntion of l-rrc cunmclidation urnite, Often tle ~ren consists
of t.o tovmelive or Lle ecnivslent, TYis 1olicy Jis teinz observed

in tre orFanizaticn of new units anl in tlre enlirserent of diste

ricte L} 2t are ¥n orer lion, Tre »rinsirtl limitin: f-ctor vlere

the rigit ¥ind of croreration is ro=eihle amonz the odilts is
tle 7listnance tre cllildlren cn he euncerelfully ftrancrorted, In

genernl the 1argor tle vnit ke lo.er the yer canita coste A
rcdaction in overiicud coat swsmures a cosres:onding loowring of
thg rehiool tax ritec. 4le lirger unit 21%o makes. ii 7onvivle to
uLilize the te-cl i ferce to betier ~dvantoge »nd iacure a more
effentive md conrerensive .rorry -t 6f courses, Connolidated
sci:021s located in villszes or cities of groun thrce or four
h-ve a rwel better chance for -crnanency anl thie full realization

of a renl riural life betterment rreogronm then tlose ontablished

in either of the oltliur grourc.
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Prejudice -
drejudice of wiral o0l vill. o zoeovle agiinew oou another,

Ve oo ot oD viich is

LJ
c-

g0t ol wldch iy oo wirronted,
purely inmcginory, oo otoaica to dedent 2 mausuer ef conrolidation -

N

ITCjLCLLe AL a cennug -ence of a mere cascuinive £2 11 Lhe busie

& . \ R . A . - .
nocL or peelesele ol ol nee o1l LG TTOLC ngwﬂp.:_ve than
A Y- A Ne gl - v Fooyme ~ DI AL o eae e L, RS sen Y B Y
vhc caddnury fosicre —n ildie effores Lo Lrum.ve ol Lovostise kis

OuLil LUUINCEE Or w.o:ik of 128 corvonrily hie unknowingly overshadows

b

the noxre conservative faraer fric:d, !le'mnlce ric influence felt
in 311 lines of puolic improvenment, saruviciuztecs in local politics,
Las a vision of ulizt is necded in cd . c-iiz>n an? i3 tilc doing of
ti.cee things, and zaoy unintentionnlly wct a vace tl st is too

ra;id for the averase man to follou,

Since 211 sre huﬁan, an occasionnl breiness man through
misrepresentation, clever bargaining, or in assuming an overbear=
inz cttitude, may hove caused just irovoecation of come of his
rur-l necighbore, Jlroagh failure Lo unlerstand, inzoility to co-

crcrote ., 2nd a =zanilcested sririt of indérendence tle farmer may

t

hove cultivated ti.c §11 vwill of tlsie assuming the ;ceitions of
lescécerekip in tie¢ toun, Ho mniter wl-t thre cauee for irejudice

112 feelinz v Ltle pzrt of eitler cor bolh pertics aay be, it

[

and
v.cTZs to the detrizent of all concerncd, vwell-fourdcd legitimate
cociretition is epecred and restectcd, The square <e2l1 and a live

and let live policy shkould not infringe uvon tre rights of any



onc, cuLcretition, idcen is mosi nouiccaule anong vowse of limite-
cd caivenbional wraining ane tlhowe 1o Ivwe lived guiee larcely
v-to tl.eselves, is fovoraole to Lacii of confiderce wind under-

4
~

m

arnding el tize movives that guidce Llooe witi whona ticy may

J

L 20C1loTC

~

ejudice oxd nyithing but a neislocrly snisie noub only may

L&
’-

outain betiecn o group of couniry i villoage folic out 2ay be
rnonlifcoied Jucyw s forceiully bet.cen tuo rurzl ne’ ;« rhoods,
or bolooen Lwo visliyee  Liat are in close wroxinity 1o each

~
oill.cr, ur two or .cre factrone witida o rural or vil:a e sclool

district, imanny s de It serves o5 a barier, rreveais unity of

bav

e clbe, anld delfenis o roet rds all moveaenilys bouws Lie develop=
Llene of co.manivy colilarity, Oée faction or group is at once
gzcrtical with refercence Yo anytiing Vh2t may ve inicinited by the
Oui el Jroup anil is ozzosced ta it o general princiileu,

dhe proosler o wryins to unite ithese forcen ¢.allenges the
vest lenderehip o tie state and ~ition w woll as ¢ oot in-
telligent local lu~lersiise in faclh in mwny coses LVi.gy have been
uncule to coye witlh tic situation and find it receciory to wailt

for Fauvler Tise 1o cev in kis vorlk, Lozing in tle wziatime that

tie mencral level of valerst:aidins oy Ve raised 2.mcnz all concern-

el,

Jezlousy, ncigiivorhood ferdes, £c¢lfieh jolivicsl interests,
uniie influence tint is faver:vletoa section or group within,
may ve the source 4rrough which the division came, It may have

k=d ite origin in a town hall fight, the selection of a school
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eite, comzetition in business, or a local nmunicipnal clection,
At ony rate the eririt tios develored uccomes a rositive menac-
ing force and tre direct cnuce of mnny disputes and vwr:nrles,
Tke toun Lall fight may divide the veople into two to.nship
grouns wlo line vup in like mnnner wlen ot':er qucetions arise
such as trose offecting tle sclool, to.n meeting, and the selec-
tion of rublic officials, Unler svch conditions any =ttempt toward
tre consolidaticn ¢f scliools in t¥-t ~rea hns a rrcblen to reclkon
vitk that often mcons sure defeat,

A few yenrs aco the mersership of a certain rrotestant dea-
norin~tion attennted to build a rural crurch building., It soon
appcared thnat thiis memberchip regrezented two grouns, those who
lived 2t tle east e d of the neightbortood formming onc group and
the ones who lived at tlie west end the otlicr, Yley altcanuted to
comrromicse on a location for tire necw btuiliing and vwcre avle to
gct within a half mile of one anotker in the selection but
ncitrher wonld coue any nearer to 2 coomon site, The result vins
that euach group »:ilt a churche. These crurches are in sicht of
one 2notlier and tlhe success of eack w2z doomed from tle beginning,
They stnd there todzxy ofter the exriration of two decndes, in a
dilapidatced conlition and as monuments to contrariness and lack
of true religious cooneration,

Vhen an attenpt is made to orcnnize a consolidated echool
in an area which incluvdes two s:27211 rur=l villages, usually each

is sure that tre scrool buildinzg slrould be located within its
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inwucdi~te border z2litlonsh tiewe s 211 urdan cerntere may not be
over tvo miles apart, Af Lie yroTosed ~rea cemrrices o group of
rur~l districts ard a vill-ge dictrict, an orposition element
fron tke outlying Qictricts will »t cace announce i1t Lle vil=-
l-ge district vinnts thie £ormers to build a school Loice for tre
villoce, 1t is difficvlt feor tiar to conceive of ttc rroject as
being one of mutu-l benefit, In gencral, the petty Jenlcueies,
the luman prejudices 2nd misundercstondin s -re anmon tle rost
unsvroountaocle barriers 1o a succecseful concolidaticon o0d the
gre~test good to the greatezt numuer,
Prysicol Beorriers =

Trere may be ilysical barriers s.ch as kills, rnountains,
etre~ms, loakes, a l-rse mrreh, ravines, or a wide burren and none
rrocictive area, Sore of Lhese moy isolale a smz2ll neiglivorhood
80 tliot tre uvaiting of ecliools will ncver be rracticasle, Otliers
on ti.e list may be overcome by artificiazl me-ns or ilruugch sore
nitur:.l eequences f0r exile, the construction of a bridge may
gzan e strem or ravi~e awd make a 1assavl s contection between
tvo school districto formerly serarabed 3 & chance in sensons or
tLe rcmoval of a irotectii ng forest nay reclaim the mnrsh or even
Caive tre lake to dry up and make direct transzortation connec-
tlons poscible, Foor =ni imrassable riglwioys often temporarily
prevent consolidation or at least moke it impracticable, Later
these highiays are improved and with the use of modern transpor-

totion facilities o uccessful consolidation unit becomes possible.
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in certain sections of the United %t tes 2 race h-rrier obt 'ins
but it is of 1little hindr~nce in licrigwn, Cften thrre are
nhysicil barriers which cannot be surmohunted or rust be ree
rioved before tine complete miximum unit should bhe effected,
Cormmon Objections =

There are three principal ciuzes for onro3ition to con=-
solidition of schools in areis in »*ich it could be successful,
“hese ire, = misunderstinding relitive to the successful operi=
tion of such schools, inability to evilurte the benefits -nd
misconstrued self int-rest,

If the arei served by the ordinary high schnol were to
contribute its just share toward the sunport of thke hrigh school
prictically the only basis for =n increise in cost of the
regular runninz expensses of the consolidited scrool would be
tl.e transportation of the pupils, Compar:tive d:rt+ shows in
general thwt tie consolid:ted asachool, with eight ¢r»des of
work, cost3s no more per c¢ivniti thwn the —verage one ~oom eiglt
gr de school, In frct, if the consolidrtion unit includes 11
of the territory th:t can be t-ken c:re of to dvnt .re, the
ta ching force cin ve utilized more ne~rly to cap city =nd
the money expended will bring much largar educ ti~n:'l returns,

The misunderst nding relative to tre oparition of these
3chools cain be 2ttributed to filse propagindr work done by in-
dividuals who haive no interest in education, to frilure to t ke

cognizance of thie justice of the principle of ecurliz~tinn of
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t2x burcden, to slkerticism in regard to transportaticn of »upils,
and the filial fe:r of h-ving tre chrildren fartrer =away from knome
during ths school dwv, Such people miy nat know th2t *the re-
cords show just 13 wide and even 2 wider ranga in school t2x
rate among primiry nd grided districts »3 trere i3 ~mong con-
solidated sclrools, They f£:i1 to re~lize that 2 low per pupil v-1-
uation upon which to spread the tix for ~ given schnol gernerally
means 2 nigher tix thaa the one recuired for the ama type of
scnoosl under cormparable conditions nd 2 righer per »upil v2lun-
tion no matter what the rlan of org nization my be, Thezse
individu2ls lasarn about some high tax rits consolid-ted district
and without learning the reison why, conclude th~t the r~te
for all such schonls must be correspondingly hizh, Of coursse
if a vuilding program is involved tris does mein =n ~ddad ex-
pense th-t might or mizht not become irmedi-tely necexssary if
they were to continue under the old plan,

In the second place, to some peopnle =2 school i3 2 school
and the one room eight gr~de schoorl w:9 gond enoiurh for them,
therefore it should be adequate to meet the needs of the children
of today., They forget that 2 generation 2go the gre:t bulk of
the school population was enrolled in school districts in which
high school advint ges were not aviilable; th=2t there wers come
paratively few high schools at th-t time, most of which were locot-
ed in the cities; =nd th:it the gre~t mijority who were going out

into life's gre2t school had 2 maximum of an eightk grade educ-tion
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less, According to Count's book, entitled Secondary Education,
there viere fewer tlian a third of a million boys and girls enrolled
in the high schools of this country a generation azo., Today the
high schicol enrollment aprroaches five million or is about fiftecn
times as gre~t =8 it wias tlen. This means th-t the percentage who
have com:leted Ligh schocl is incre~cing from yer to year, Since
tre mzjor/igrt of the incre~ce is witkrin city eni villace comuu-
nities it can be seen that the gap between the averare level of
educational preparation for farm amd city boys and girls is grad-
ually becoming greater, Yhile tre one room school may have im-
proved its housing and other physical equiprment and maintains a
higher minimum standard in teéacher preparation, it has not kert
race with tre imnrovements and advance in educationnl orrortuni-
ties in tle urban school units, it is also more definitely under-
stoodl today by educational avthorities that the one room school
is still facing an insurmountzable tacsk in attempnting to give
proper and thorougch inctructions under a system in which the
teacher must cover eight grades of work, This makes it imrnossible
for the very best teacher to give to tle purils of each grade the
attention and teaching time essential to the best results, The
children are trus derrived of as thorourh foundation preparation
in the common branches as is available to the average child in
the larcer school unit,

Prehaps the greatest obstacle to tre consolidation movement

is_2an erroneous interrretntion of versonal economic self interect

Note, = 1, Secondary Education and Industrialism by G.A.Counts,

Columbia University



- 57 -
on the part of individuils who hive very little if 1ny interest
in educationzl advincement, Tuch persons nre very actively op-
posed to any plan thit would neces3sitzte in increaze in tax rate,
They ~re quite willinz to help circulrte misinformation =and =re
not willing to givs the movement the f-ir considerztisn thut they
mizht sive to some tusiness enterorise of less vilue to the com-
runity, It is true th>t some of these people hive no b=sis for
evaluating the benefits th-t would come to the comrmunity economi-
cally, intellectuzlly, 2nd socizlly through the advaincement of its
educational standards, They f3il to give due consider=tlon to the
rel-tive benefits th~t core to - cormunity through raising the
level of educ~tion2l ovportunity from eight grades of preparation
in 2 one teicher eistt gride school to tkrat which ~cerues from an
efficient twelve gride stné-rd in 2 3ystem which mikes possible

a more effective progcran,

The major part of the oppositinn to the cconsolidation move- -
ment could easily be eliminated if ~11 school electors would de
willing to study the movement in the same analytical wiy that
they do business of a privite or corrunity niture, It is an easy
mtter to secure correct informition from reliable sources, The
records of any existing consolidation unit will reveal the tax
T1te, the asseszed valurtion, the enrollment by grades, the nume-
Yer of children of high school age in =nd out of school, tre teachea
pupil load, cost of building ~nd equipment, nd the cost of

transportation, The school patrons wvhose children are in
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school or h ve b2on gradu~ted from ths school en zive first
band informztion rel:tive to its vznefits, The county =nd
township records will show the mnarcent:ze of farm ownershin
end the number, if =ny, of abiwndoned f-rms, The interasted
fndividurl cn driva over the ronda nd detzarmine t}e relative
milevze of imnroved township, county, ~nd si-ta hizvwivsg 2s cor-
r2red with tlemileage of orcdinary dirt roads, Ty usinz such
¢t 23 a bsis one 1s zrepared to mrks careful survey of :ny
prorcred unit ~nd mike Jefinite estim tes of the sufficiency
of its resovrces, nunber of cliléren, ~nd cther f .cters cone-

'

tributory to thae est-blishkment nd riintenwnce of =+ successful

consolidrted schol,
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The process of chunging the social, educational, and
recreational ideixls of the sm21l rural neighborhood unit must
be gradual and should be carefully directed, There are many
agencies in operation through which the traditional barriers
are being broken down, New institutions such a3 the rural free
delivery, rural telephone, the good ro:ds movement, and the
radio have brought the rural resident in contact with the cut-
side world, L2ny of the limiting factors which have stood in the
way of that soei2l and educationil development which comes from
communicating and intermingling with people of vzrious profes-
sions and obtaining knowledge of county, stite, and national
affairs have been elinminaited, They haive been displiced by the
more modern and effective meuans of promoting this development,
Until the average rural citizem, who has not hhd an opportunity
for high school training or active participation with neighbor-
hood groups, has hid an opportunity for exposurs to and his come
under the influence of threie brordening activities he should not
be criticized for not being able to think and act in terms of a
larger cooperative comrmunity unit,

YLighth Grade Examination -

Any movement w:ich prepires the neople for larger group
action has an indirect be~ring on the attitude that will be
taken toward the consolidited school, One of the indirect fic-

tors h23 been the standardization of the rurzl achool by menns
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of the eighth grade exarminition when the eight years of work
are measured in a gstate wide teszt by counties, Tith the result-
ing failure of m'ny of the apnlicznts to receive eichth grade
diploms comes tre reilization that the one room rural school
is not as 2dequite 23 it was thoucht %o be, The eounty eighth
gr>de examination with the accompinying desire on the »2rt of
the te~cher for the success of her cwndidates h2s resulted in
miny teachers giving more than the pro rota share of their te-ch-
ing time to the eicshth grade c¢lnss, This of course means that
thse other grades nre neglected nnd do not receive even the lim-
fted amount of attentinn that n ordinary eighth gr-de program
should make availadle,

The demind for definite staindirds of attainment <nd =ome
method of checking results at the cormnletion of the eighth
gr:de had its inception when it becarme quite evident that pu-
pils entering high school who came from different rural schools
ware not on 2 par with exch other, or those from other parts of
the state, The Ctite Department of “ducatlon formulited the
plan of preparing a set of gquestions for in examinztion to be
given to eighth gr:de cindidates under the direction of the
school commissioners in their resvective counties, This practice
wis instituted about forty years ago, At first the school come-
missioner simply distributed the guestiona mong the te=chzars
of the rural and smill villoge schools of the county ~nd author-

ized them to cive the test =t tre st-ted time, grnde the p-apers,
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and send the re~ort of the results to the school commissioner's
office, It was, however, soon observsed that each teacher had her
own method of grading and that there were, apparently, almost
23 many standards 13 there were schools,

The next step was to place the rFrading of the papers in
the hands of the county board of school examiners and have each
teacher at the close of the examinition forward the papers to
the school cormmissioner's office, It then became obvious that
the individual teacher's sympathetic interest in the success of
her pupils and the natural criticisms which miy or may not have
been warranted, mide it advisible to improve the plan by con-
ducting the examinations so that no teacher would k-ve her own
vupils in charge, Cut of this grew the method that {s in prac-
tice in most counties At the preaent tims of havinz the pupils
come together at from two ts 73 minvy 23 six or eizht community
centers, Arrangements are mide for an examiner or other quali-
fied person to haive charge whose pupnils are not writing on the
examination at that particular place. This plan Lkas proved
quite satisfactory but, naturally, from the beginning there has
been some opposition to the exercising of county and stwti u-
thority in the matter of promoting »ninils from the eighth grade,

A few of the counties initiated the plan of allowing the
pupils to take the fin2l examination im certain subjects at the end
of the seventh yeir and thus reducing the number of subjects

which they would be required to write on 2t the end of the eighth
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ya.r, The boirc 27 ex niners ¢f l'ecestn Tounty with *+l.e consent
of the Ctate Tepnrtmont ~doptited tliie tvl'n fer re fin-ls in

gecgraply =~né physiolozy In 1316 wd continued un*il +the st-te

in 1223 arr .ng2d to tovae the purils of the seventh rcr-ds complete
the work not ouly in ohysiology ~nd ceosravhy hvt ~1lss in srelle
ins, teding, rd crtrogr- .Yy, Tris wrovié to te s~ tisf:ictory
and is ia practice < tre present 1ire, A3 -~ result the nuplls
Leve only five gubjects L7 writa on at the end of tre eighth year,
Triting prrt of the extrin tion ~t ftle end of the seventh yenr
rcre ne rly aprro~ches the larger unit =1-n of promection, puts
the puzil rmore it e~se, "nd ~rep:res him to enm-~let2 tra fin-l

ex itiniticn 4 tle ead of <rhe eizhth re-r,

In receat ye2-rs grent cre h"3 btaeen exercised in the prep-
~rition of queztions wrich ~re not only bised nn the course of
study but ~re ~13n proctic2l and thoucht provoking. A state
supervisor of elerent~ry educ~tion hoa lately been rl-ced in
charse of it and she has intrcduced more modern methads which ine
clude the use of objective tests, filse ~nd true, nd = chanece for
selection, XLt the same time an cprortunity for credit in project
works the distritution to rur-l schools of spezial bulletins
in gecgr~phy, eltizernshrip, =ritrmetic, longu-rce, ~nd other sub-
Jects on which the tests will be triszed; trke better rreprration
of teachers with higker stand-rds of qvalificaticn; »nd better
supervigion have 211 helped in rm~kinz it vossible for tle re=

sulls obtwined to more nearly ~ppro=ch those of the eity ~nd
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vill2ge schools, Jevertheless, there is still 2 Teeling on the
part of rural people that 1 great injustice is beins vlaced on
their boys nd girls in reguiring them to take 1 county exmina-
tion of this kind, I iturally thev :re becoming interested in a
plan of orzinization 1nd supervision which eliminites the
necessity of a final county exurin~tion,

County Zighth Grade Commen&ement -

The precedent of holding community eighth gride cormence-
ment exercises and in many counties of having 2ll of the eighth
grde grrduates of the county gitrer at a central place for the
promotion program, was started more than twenty years ago, In
some counties a field meet for rurz:l boys 2nd girls is held on
the same d~y, This usu2lly brings tozether not only 2 large
group of young people, but 1 crowd of p:rents and friends as well,
*ho by their presence give recognition to the sucoessful
aschievement of the graduites from their local school, The work
of the elementary grides of the primary distriet ha3 been com-
Pleted so the attention is naturally directed to the importance
of an opportunity for high school training, In faet, an effort
is mde to try to inspire all who are capable and interested to
continue in their education, For the first time some of these
young folks and their parents reilize that the high school {is
80 far away that the door of opportunity is practically closed,
Although the loc2l district xill pay 21l or 2 portion of the

tuition it seems impossible for them to ttend, The parents
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the firm, This provision in the 1iw h~3 stezdily increased the
percentage of rural elighth grnde gr:duites who go on through
high school, In f-ct, it h s helped to fix »n ideal of 2 twelfth
gr>de educition =235 a ~inimum and created a demind for 1 law that
wlll require the loec=1l school bo:rd to pay the entire tuition,

It is also felt th:t since the city offars high ascheol advantages
close =t hand aa equ?l opportunity c¢2n ind should be made
available for the rural districts, It is true that the law does
raxe it possidble for the loenl rurnl boird to furnigh transporta-
tion for the kigh school pupils but this is seldom done, The
result is that the children from the homes in str2izhtened cir-
cumstances who may be Just 1s capable, or more so, are deprived
of a righ school education, These factors have given impetus to
the consolidaticn movement since the amount paid for tuition in
gsore districts amounts to considerable 2nd the parents find it
difficult and sometimes impossible to provide trensportation or
to pay for board and room in town for their children,

Another’/1law th-t has tended to encouragze the combining of
districts is the one which permits an ordinary district to vote
te pay the tuition and provide transportition for the seventh
and eighth grades, Upon completion of the eighth gride, if

they 2re im 2 school where the junior high school prozr~m begins in

Note - 1, Michig~n Publiec Acts of 1913,
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kav: “es2nted 1 challense nd have ¢omonatrated treir 1bility
to take rold of 2 r=2:.1 ta3” that recuires 2 series of wenks ~nd
ronths for its comnletion,

“h2n one renlizes thot th2 earollrant {n this work and the
vercentaze of finisrtz2rs i3 incrers’n- from yewr to ve:r, one he-
7in3 to have a concention of ita influsnece, fores, "néd conatruct-
ive value, These vounz peonle ~ra 1t tre forrative neriod in |
treir develom:nt whan thev 223ilvy t2k2 on 1if2 cunlities -nd
buil’ character, The clubd praject »fToards a1 onnortunity for tre
develonmant of initiative, rz2rul-ritr 27 hahits, a s~nse of rewmon-
gibility, buzin=3s und-aritandinz an? 2Mility, "nd fo- tr> huildin~
intno the 1life of trae individunl othz2r cualitina th* stay with him
and help him over h- rd nl-ces in life,

The girls usually do work in zarrent ralin-, coo¥in~, can-
ning, nd homs minacenecat, br reaniy of ~rie' thev becore rore di-
rectly iat:restaed in the comon z2verv d:y thinmy involved in
successful rormermil'inr, It i3 1 prext nrenn atorv szhnool for
more advinecad work in Yoma2 econamices in hicr ssrool, Trese nro-
Jects serve 13 ~ reans of enleroing wnd maikint »o 2 onricticnl
achool 1l2bhoratory work, 2nd reln fit th= indivicdurl €9 tre
resoonsibilities 27 ke housakald, "“he vork i3 of auch -
nature 23 to enlist the intern=t of the zirl ~t "1 oo rture tire
in the doinz nf sorethin~ wortrwhils,

The boys do handicraft work, 2nir~21, fi'm c¢rans, ~nd ronv

other nrojects, “iich boy usuillv confines iz efforts to two or
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three definite lines of work which he eirries on from ye-rr to
yewr, This makes it possible for hin to prorit oy the previous
yenr's experience 1nd to become mors proficient, Handieraft

work 1s done primcipilly during t“e winter ronths, In this they
have an opportunity to use the he:d nd the hind in coordination
and acquire knowledze and skill in *ths use of toonls nd in the
m-king of simple shop projects, AIt encournges hbits of ascuracy,
industry, aid prinstaking effort,

The ngriculturil projects tend to develop in the boy, 2nd
incidentally in kis fathker, =n apprsciation 2nd understanding
of sciantific methods; a conception of the need 2rnd vilue of
improvzsment of gradimg nd standardization in the growing of farm
plants and animals; and helps to lay thre foundation for group
work and unity of purpose in the various crginizatiosns nd
moverents,

~ndiceraft work tends to create 'n =ppetite nd desire for
more advanced work in —minusl 2rts in highk school, The agricul-
tural work helps develop =n appreciation 2mong the school p-trons
of the educationzl vilue of vocationzl training,

The work of these clubs h-=s creited 2 demand for more come
plete and thorough courses in agriculture, manual arts, nd home
economics, It is impossible for the one room country school to
meet this demand, The mijority of the nexrby high school areas
include such small valuations that they cannot afford to provide

the necessary vocational rooms, equioment, and te-ckers, Conse=-



- 63 -
cuentlv tlesze courses ~re not 2vailahla for eitrer the vill e
or the rurnl non-r23icdent »upils, ~"hiz d =21ad on tks »nart of

prrents and of thi2 younger cenar-*i~n ~f homa2 rakara vha w2r»

\

clu®n rembers theielvaz a2t one tir2 b1 h2led in the deTel -
rment of sentiment favorahls ¢2 th2 rural asricultural law and
tre eatabliskmant of ru+1l ~rrisultur~1 szhonls,

The Smith Iushes Tclrools =-

Tre Smith I'urhes fect of 1217 whzx d2sisnated throu~h

joh

system of coonerative fed-r-1 nd state sunsids to stirul:ts
ro21 interast in 2 cormilete wa2ll devaelnnae? nl-n for a-ricultur-
al courntes in »ir g23vanls, Tha cursigulur of tre Srmitr Turhen
his g2%vo0l includes enurs2s ia faire crons, horticulturs~, Ani-nl
ans ¢aiiry husbandry, soila, fertiliz:~x, =nd azricvltur:l ecnnnr-
cis witii relited 'proiect wor', “hi% worvy iz directad hvy A full
tir2 arriculturel t=2:gher who rot anlv hay ch =72 of t¥e claag
worx but 2lan 3u- 2rvians tha hayve meniacts of rosgident 2nd non-
resident nunils, 2 mitariallv iae 02373 the 3nver=s of influence

1

of the hirh xclool vroanr the Tarrors of the nei-khoring oriv-ry

2 3

districts and bnenr23 2 cdistine fore~ in halHhin: to craate 2

pte
-4

-y

o]

larzer sclool and corrunitvs spirit, @ prrents of the non-resi-

dent nunils ~re atroctad to the ~clanl tH attend eor-—uniter

fairs, dz-onstrationa, nd ogth:r »otivitias £kt a2 n nart of

tr.e agoricultural prosram and c¢om2 4o have many ints-n-tg in cor-
v < B

mon wwith tha paonla ro live in ti» ton, n fae* tra itk

im~hes pro rin becor 23 A r2nl arleaeatinr fareca vt rmanvy ti-es
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serves a3 1 forerunner to a congoslid-tion e2mp:ign ~nd the
orzxnization_of 7 rur2l 2gricultur-l achbcl. 3ovs who huve
been membars of ~gricultur~l clubs ~re well p»rep:red for
tre hizh schonl »rozraxm in ~griculture,
Comty lzent -
™e County ‘fcent moverent which was made possible under

tta provisions of tha Smith Lever /ct his alsc definitzly ex-

4
-

@D

nded ita influence to the ruarnl sections, In the counties in
which agricultural 1nd hone demonstr-tion ~gents sre employed
it mut3 into operation a econtinuing education aystem, This ed-
ucation2l work consists principilly of experiments, demonstri-
tions, evening schosls nd el2s3es in ngrieulture for tre men
and home economics for the women, The most progressive farmers
are taking advantigs of thesze opportunities for self improvement
and want better education2l opportunities, including vocational
training, for their children, These leaders re in sympathy
with the rur-sl ngricultural school movement, They ~re ~ble to
2oprrise its comprehensive and comolete community prezr-m ~nd
2re ready to trke the initiative in the development of publie
sentiment favorible to the plan in their respective comrmnities,
in Indirect /gency for Iixtending Comrunity Boundary IL.ines -

/A successful exveriment in working out :nd putting into
practice actual comrunity pirticipation in cooperation with the

school and the boys »nd girls club work wns developed by 2 group
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of "ecostr County teachers in 1317, . demund w:s3 f2lt for a
meiny of enli-tin: the activs interast of the parente and »nat-
ron3 of the schosl dis‘*ricts of .uatin, iintan, CHh1fax, and
artiny Townshina in ths Bovs and Girla <1um vork tht wis bre
in; earried on in conjunction with tra achonls, 7Trhisz crea‘ed
the need for a tvyse of vprosr'm th:t would most =ffactively
touch the miinsprinzgs of the communitr life, ith this thou-ht
in mind tre teichaes of th=23» towmz¥hiny w2~ invited to rm2:t At
tre Countv Tchoonl Com-iasioner's offic: nd 4kar or-nnizad them-
selvas into a com-itte=s for the »ur-na=2 of onrevirin~ an osutline
for 4 historical pazeawnt that 1~i "kt sarve for such 1 progsram,
ey ona rerwlily -rasned tha ider and contributad fraa2lry from
nis or her knowl: v: of the corrunitr and earlr historr o€ the
nei-hborhrod 1lifs, “The plan necessitat=ad 2 tvre of nareint that
would make »nrovision for 2t least frur or five schonls %o take
pirt and the occizion w3 1 series of towmshin comrunity fairs
wiich wera bein: »:t on in thase townikios, T boy3s iné girls

woere to extibit thiat wiiieh th:

\0

r Yo7 araduced in their clubd

s

c+

work, It was hyyed nd exnected thit the »rim'ry district
group3 would meet 2t 2 comron center and by treir nresence en-
courage ths boys 2nd girls in their orojects, .t tie 3ime tire
it would hel» the pireats aind oth-r r::idents of th2 townshiop
comrunities to hava an undsrstzindine of the benetits »¥ Ioys
and tirls Clud work, In viaw of tris fac*t it se~arad dasirabhle

to haive 2 series of episodes, erch of which included from two



to four scenes,

>.ach episode represented 2 p=2riod of the historiczl growth
of the average Yichipg:un community 2nd revezled 1 chapter that
was complete and yet related to thnt wiich wis to follow, The
first one, Indian Days, hid two scenes, A IZay in Camp and An
Zvening in Camp with the Indi=ns, The sa2cond episode entitled,
The Coming of the "hitae ¥an, consiatsd of three scenes, narmely,
The Tirst Thite 1fan, ﬁﬂHistorical Incident, 2nd An Indian Tar
Dance, The third enisode, Fionser I'avs, had four scenes r=p-
resenting the Pioneer Home, The 01d Fashioned Gchool, the
social 1life in the form of a lusking Bees, and a Pioneer Vedding,
In the wedding the participants impersonated actual ploneer
citizens, The fourth episode, designed as Lumbering Days, might
not apply to all sesctions of the stite, The story wis deplcted
by means of two scenes, A Iay in Camp 2nd An Ivening in Carp,
The eoncluding episode, Yodern Tural Life, feaitured the lodern
Home, The Modern School, 2nd a Yodern Comrunity Meeting, 1In the
last scene referenca wis mide to the work of the mocerm rural
orgnnizations including the Farm Bureau, the Co-operative Ship-
ring Assooiatioﬁ. and Boys and Girls Club work, At the close
wais a tableau in which were shown in proper regilia Uncle Sanm,
Colurbia, and ¥ichigan, Then came the grand ensemble when each
of the groups which took part in the page-nt, entered and arrang-
ed themselves around Uncle Sam and Columbia, All joined 1n'

giving the Flag S5alute and in singing ‘merieax the Beautiful,
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The outline was supplemented at the school commissioner's
office by more detailaed informztion nnd instruction with refere
ence to the presontation of the various scenes, the materials
required for st-ige nd costwies, method of orginization nd
preparation, and “he plin Tor presza:ntition in an ordarly
fashion at tle commnity fiir, The commiszszioner mids the
a3igignments to tie schools in eich of the tosmships and desig-
nated the te:cher in ewch c238 wno wi3 to act 13 genaril chrirman
of the progrim committee,

Thase programs were given on consecutive nights in each of
the four townships on Xov, 16, 17, 18, and 13, 1917, It was
probably the first time thz2t =3 large 2 group of sch-ol patrons
and children had ever assembled 2t z2ny one time 2nd pl-:ce in any
of these townships, The largest available h:ll was secured =nd
filled to c¢apacity, From the time of the first war whocp of the
Indians to the close of tle program the interest w~s intense,
These audiences included 3 large percent-.ge of the ploneer
residents, All of them seemed to enjoy living over, so tg
speik, the life history of their respective neighdborhoods,

The township fairs were to be followed in a few weeks by a
County Round-Up at the county sezt of all the Boys and Girls
Club members of the county so exch of these townships were as-
signed one or more erisodes to be given at that time, The selec-
tions were made by a2 committee w: ich includéd the Assistant State

Club Leadser and the pageint as a whole was taken into considera



ation and the 233i nrents rod2 to th: er-uns wha k@ done the
mast effective work in tre townshin neo-rars,

Individurls 1o a9 tha fous suentasive $ownshic srocrars
gexmed to enjny 222l cn2, "3 ti=2 12271 coloring and varizty which
n:tur1lly came 12597 tihiz vorinui aniand 1 on nernmnt of the slizht

k)

diffarrenzes in loecal histnrr ynd initintive 03 broustrt ou

«r

in

1

the presentation of the sceones, In = 3 shown th-% 5 n ~ent of

trhis kind

(¢}

a“n he used 13 0 30ci-s1izinc arener o the srovm-un

X

folka, 33 = m2ans of devalonrinT cormmuity pride 2nd intsr=21t and
a% the gsime tirmes gerva a3 an sxtr--curricular comrunity activity
for the sclionls, “he brinring to-ethar »f tre wvarisuz 37211

n

nei:zhborhoods not only ennblz2s th~m ta hargrae otttz ac-uninted

pe
4]

but rives sorething in corroa for discussion and mika3 it easier
for them to apnroach onne anothar and hoeoe unitad in their com-
minity enterpriasaes,

The annu~l Countr losnd=""p of t'2 loyx and Girls Sluby wa3

Y'eld in Tecerbor, 1317, Y2 nrosrooe thiit vesr nrovasé to h: even

mor2 inseiring than any that haé hien given previouslv, It wns

held 2t -the county s=2%t nd gevar-1 hundrad bava and girlg an<
their parents from 111 sections of tr2 covntvy spent thae dav in
gettins accuainted with sorme of the 12:17in- m2n and women of the
county, ovservins tha exhihits, t-Xin~ »nart in tre gares, and in
secing the pageant »resentad, / —ijority bHrov it wall filled
bskets and at noon 2ajoved a »nienie lunch,

The neighborhoods from whiech tha »Hairtieinints ia th» nareant
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came were the rmost larzely represented, This would be expected
as it is n~tural for the parents and residents of the neighbor-
hood to be more kecenly interested in presentations mide by the
home folks, Vinter h~d set in, the d1y was cold and blustcry,
and snow w2s Crifting, The roads were rapidly filling with snow
and this caused a delzy in the stirting of the prosr-m in the
a‘ternoon as the Indi-ns becime stalled with their Ford and did
not irrive until at least an hour after the time to begin, It
was felt thit 1f they had bveen real Indians who were traveling
23 natives did when Yichigzwn was new that the delxy would not
haive occurred,

Young people from 2t least four different townships com-
bined their talents in the rendition of the pagent, This de-
parture from the old stereotyped plan of entertainment proved
to be effective, The recollections of pioneer experiences,
lumberinz days, nd the other scenes were cleirly and definite-
ly presented to viesx ~nd miny an 1necdot9 wag told by old
residents as the crowd bez:n to disperse,

One was made to feel that children and their friends are
Just 38 glad to welcome stories, historical incidents, and all
types of information thit relats to ‘he development of the
community directly as they are in listening to the war veteran
relate historical incidents that relate to the national 1life
history, It does seem to be imvariably true that this larger

icquaintance with that which has gone before tends to develop
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corrunity pride 'nd 1 kicho.r s3te2m {or tha nlace> in wist they
liva and the mea wnd womsn tru-l v v32 afforts it his haen
brou nt to th2 p- 221y 3twt2 o7 daveln ment, It inshiroca ther to
rove forw:rd witi » ~r2sd o it o Yagne far tte future,

"ha childr-a = wors anoatad in o3 vad Girls Slub work
and took port in th: prrent ra2°1lv contributed mruck to thre

gsuccza9s of the d:y and t» the re.l ~mkanin- that ¢~r2 Lo the

)

~duldtia,  Jany £ermers undouhtadlvy Toc the first tir: gaw cor2fully
gselected, w21l arran-ed exrioits of “n>» corimna firm nroducta nnd
beeam: able to Mk intellirent cistiantion thamga2lves, The

wor': servaed 23 A Torecnunsr for tiz2 nrontion of ety ~zant

wor-, the {arm Hurazma, wnd tlhz sro-u-tim ané usn of cerifioed

'3

seaq among th» f1rm nonalaition, “Thoata indirzet lessons which

wer? tauzht or thr clildrea wors minll roe2 effactive in doing awy
with the prejudic~ ~-2inst the work of extanszinn anacialiazts

and 3vinst so-chlled "Hoox knowled~2" of ~~rianltura tran

tha pros:zindi work that wos heln: donz by the icrir~n Statn
College, the press, 1ad othar si-ilair agencies,

istorlcal #ssiy of 'ecostr Couaty -

-—

rior to this tim» the comrmissionasr's office had nrepared

+

210 outline to be followed in min- 2 study of eac* of +the town-
3liins of the countv, The nroject wra t9 ba done in enrr2latinon wik
¢2rtain rapgular sclool work and incluled 2 hiastorisc 1 e-say

on thia rrowtl: and davalary--at of tho tams¥ing, a4 rmen, anéd a

Zeorraphic-l discrintiosn of the tormishin, Tha vurilz #a2r2 to
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submit tre finished product to the county board of school exam-
iners at the end of the year toward credit on the county eighth
grade examination in history and geography. Each of these pupils
was to confine his study to his home township, The outline for
the preparation of the description necessitaited a limited amount
of research work in selecting ficts :nd figures concerning the
influence of physical features upon the occupation of the vpeople,
the crops raised, 1nd the social 1life, The study of the agricul-
tural development involved definite knowledge concerning the
number nd size of frms, acreage of warious crops, and the
number and kinds of different livestock raised within the town-
ship, Their attention was also directed to the economic value
of crops, livestock, and other products in terms of current
prices, Natural economic assets such 2s lakes, rivers, scenery,
mines, and state institutions were to be listed,

| The historical essay included information concerning the
first explorers and settlers and their nationality, the first
wedding, the first white child born, the oldest village or city,
and prominent pioneer teachers, doctors, ministers, editors,
and farmers, The outline called for * review of the industrial
and social life, the religious and political past, the transi-
tion in transportation, and special things of pride within the
township, This was to constitute a project for the pupils of
the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades, The pupils found the old

Ploneer settlers to be glad nd even anxious to contribute from
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4

their rich storehousz of loc:l history, The riterial thus
brousht torether 2t tre 3zkhonl eom~issioner's offic2 constituted
a history of the entire anonnty and in~aludad rmish of interast

that had never bean writ'e:n before, It wis off re’ 2% the end of
the ye1r to the county hnard of sunarvisors to e comniled ~nd
publizhed in a suit2hle form 13 a narminent record ~nd it wais
sugrested that one copy should be given to e:ch 3¢r00l lihrary,

L,

Unfortunately, the county boirrd felt thit tle neceas~rv funds

4

coulcd not e m:d2 v:iil ble g0 thig mti‘=2rial has nerer beon used,

A Stat2 Project =

A few yeirslater tre jural Schnoonl Tiivision of the liepart-
ment of Public Instructionm nrepared 2 snecial bulletin entitled
Project and Mgastat for lur~nl Schoosls, They used trhe oricinnl
Wecostr County histaric:-1l prnject ontline ~nd pr~e nt az 1 bH-3ig
and m:da it more comnlete, The bulletin when nylished enntirined
more det~iled informition concernin~s the purvose and ~1-n to be
followed 1in directing the work, Xefinite surcestions for thre
teacher and the sclool commsssioner relative to credit -nd tre
way in which the work might be correl:ted with other subjects,
preceded the project itself, Cert-in chinres nd ~2d7ition3 were
made in the original outline for the deserintisn and kistarical
essny. The prmewnt w13 not only writtenr mor: in det il but tre
music was supnlied for some of the sonzs -nd 3necial nar-iazion
wi3 secured for their uis2 from thoss «hn eoantrnlled tre original

copyright, £ bibliogranhy of reference miteri:l wis a-ended,
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This included clas:ified r=Terences from the state Tionee
Collerction,

“h? Cup:rintendent of Tublic Instrustion in his latter
wilcli tporears on the tliir”’ n-ge of t}: naize.nt bulletin includes
the following parasrish:  "“he Ladirtmant hia felt for 2 1long
time th:it it would b2 ~dvint gerus if we coHould sur->'t 39m2 rethrod
for securin; cooper~tiosn of nei~horing schools wnd their patrons
in som2 community activity, To thias end th=a project w2 are
handin; you, herewith, hai3 baea nranarad, Th2 teachar with visinn
will instantly see in it3 use 1 fine on»H rtunity for unifvine the
comunity of whic™ he i3 1 »nart, e believe that it will be of
greit vilue to everyone concerned, e 2rz sending it to you with
high hopes., DTo not f2il us,"

The r=3ult w'3 th:t sevaer:1 counly s3chool cormmissionnrs
recHorended the use of tris n»rnj2c’ nd prgewnt in the sc*nnls
of their respective couities :nd in som2 ¢ 323 the wor” w13 re-
cuired and done in 111 fhe 32n00l3 of the e-unty, ‘or e arile,
ewrygo wnd Sagin~v Countizs during the first ye:r of the use of
this project recuired 111 of the 3zhools tn dn the woark, In Chpg-
in+v Couaty th2 2 ~ean% w13 used 33 the miin fa2i1tu-e of the oro-
gram for the county eislhth =zrade crhrmencerent which w3 held nt
Burt Juditorium in the city of Tazinww that ye:r,

This project and pagewnt is s3till v:ilabhle but its contin-
ued us2 is left ontional with ~ountvy schonl cormissionars and

teachers, Teveril tlousaind conies have beasn distrihuted on re-
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quest, one of which w2s to be placed in each sclkool library for
future use and reference,

The historical project w23 designed to serve 23 a practical
means for types of cormunity work th.t hnd never been done in the
rural schools, It was felt that the nroject would not only have
real character buildinz and educ2tion2l possibilities for the
children but would 2130 serve 23 an avenue through whkich the
teacher might haive more direct contact and communication with
the various homes of the sclkool district im order that thers
might be closer cooperation between the home =nd the school, It
was hoped that by bringing neighborinzg schools together in the
presentation of the pizeant at some common center that the bound-
ary lines between schocl districts ind neighborhoods would be-
core less firmly fixed and that in the doing of things together -~
there might be developed 2 unity of interest that would ecarry
over into other affairs th:t are essential to their common wel-
fare, For example, they would tend to become less susnicious of
one another =nd c-tzh 2 glimpse of how they might pool their
interests in other wortnwhile cormunity projects, They would be
better prepared and in a2 more receptive frame of mind for the
furtherance of the consolidation of schools, for the federation v:
of churches, and any other movement that tends tow:rd a2 better
social, religious, nnd educationil environment, They thus learn

that the demand of the 2ge in wrich we live requirzs the working

together in l1large groups nd the most effective use of the re-
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source3s at their command,
tducational Day 2t the County Fair -

Zducational Day it the County Fair in some of the counties
of Michigan is recognized 23 the banner diy., The prictice of
featuring education and giving recognition to the schoosls on
one day 2t the fair h.d its inception 2bout 2 quarter of 2 cen-
tury 1go. The custom was started at the l'ecosta County Fair in
the fall of 1307, but during the first few years the Tair Asso-
ciation minagement allowed other things to crowd out 2nd inter-
fere with the edue~tional progrm, The horse races ind the con-
cessions were given firat consideration, However, school diy be-
cime more popular from year to yexr and won for itself a definite
and permanent place, About 1912 the mingement became finwecially
embaressed and the Fair was discontinued, 1In 1915 a new orgin-
fzation w2s effected by the Grngers vwvho were joined 2 year later
by the Gleazners in what was known n3 the Grangers, Cleaners, ~nd
Farmers Fair Association of ¥ecostr County, Since the county
school cormissioner was assisting in the promotion of the fair
organization and was elected 23 its first secretary he wﬁs able
to obtain some finaneial backing for “dueation2l Day and choice
svace for school and Boys 2nd Girls Club exhibits 23 well 2s
corplete clearance on the race traick and at the front of the
grand stand for the school events on that day,

The Educational Day school‘program usually consisted of 2

parade of school floats 2t eleven o'eclock and ~t one o'clock
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came the compatitive line of march by schools down the race
track and past the grand stind, folloved by the school yell
contest, 3ome demonstritions, nd nossidbly 2 short 1ddreqs.
The programs haive been viried slightly from year to ye.r,
In 1330 the progrzm.consisted principrlly of 2 serizs of
historie2l p~gents,

Amonz other counties in which Zducational Iay is recoge-
nized 2t the county fair are 7exford, Szginaw, Hillsdile and
Jackson, and 21l stats falrs feature educational exhibits,

In Vexford County the consolidated rural agrieultural schools
are given major considerition, This prictice begin about ten
years 270 with the emphrais placed upon vocztional work ind h-s
been improved from ya-r to ye-r until =t present tlre well balan-
ced program with equil attention to eich division is the idexl
for each of these schocls, The consolidited schools 13 well s
the one room primary schools haive als3o been encouriged from time
to time to put on special demonstrations illustrative of the
vocational and other regular class room work,

Six ye rs nszo a series of demonatrations were put on by
the vocational departments of some of these schools, They con-
sisted of rope splicing and knot tieing =and = pump rep:ir ser-
vice for the boys, and of cutting out and making of n apron by
the girls, In 1929 2 spelling and ~rithmetic contest wis start-
ed which was preceded by township eliminition contests, Only

thosé who won first wnd second place in the preliminaries which are
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held during the sprins term are permitted to participate =t
tre county falr the followin-: f211, The county bo-rd of super-
viaons are encour:3in’ the work in 'ritimetic by offaring onrizes
of {10, .5, and .3 e:ch to the tkres =tt:ining the hicheat re-
spective records and /1 e ch to 111 othar conteszt-nts, The f-ir
ag3ineiation finwnces the 3pelling contest under the s2~e pl-on,
The present county schionl commissioner has instituted =n objecs-
ive geogriply test for which he offers first and second prize »rer-
fumas, The interest in thes2 snecial conte3ts wi3 virv keen at
thke 1530 fair, Crom twelve to fiftensn bovs nd girls representing
as mny 3chools quilified to tike pi-t in exclk of these contests
at the county fair,

The ohserver at the Vexford County Fair of 1339 c¢ould not
help but be irmpressed with the wholesorm2 competitive interest
manifest among the coniolidatsd szhonls, [f3 would naturallv be
expected tke pupnils take great pride in the premiratinn and
3election of th~t whiclk comes from their best effort in regzular
school work, In the well balanc:d pro-rar exhibit of tris year
they featured the work of 111 the elerent:ry grades including
seat work and projects; the ncaicde ic subjeets of the hish schoolj;
and 111 pkases of voc:itional work in a~ricultur=s, industrial
arts, and home economics, “he parents often consider the consol-
fdited school exhibit 3 tha most ttriative of ~11 2nd spend -
1arz2 amount of tim2 in the vicinitv o7 %72 exhibit of treir reipect

ive schools,
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Po3sibly the gretest benefit thit comes from work of
this kind i{s that it serves 33 2 motivating force in securing
united and sympathetic cooperation of the parents and patrons
in their schools, Very often pr2ctically the entire neighbvor-
hood will gather at the scrool or 2t some farm home and agsist
in the preparation of trhe float and in miking of costumes,
A special effort is made to secure 2 one hundred per cznt ate
tendance of the pupils enrolled in the school and this often
mean3 2 record brexrking attendince of growne-ups from the dise
trict, “hey le»rn to t:ke nride in their school, boost from
the side lines, so to sperk, nd rejoice with the boys and girls
in their achievements of the dry, 7Tha competition between schools
in the various activities of the d y, the noon day basket lunch
in family and neigzhborhood groups, and the wider 2cquiintaince
of young folks and school patrons affords a splendid mens of
developing 3 county wide pricde, more intense interest in rural
educationil movements and in the enlargement of the social vis-
ion, It also h:s a favorable reflected interest in the home dis-
trict as the eyes of all have been centered uvon the school at
the beginning of the year, If the teicher is new in the com-
munity ‘he h:s had san opportunity to meet most of the parents
and enlist their interest in the work of the year, If the teigher
of previous years has returned Le c¢»n become more deeply en-
trenched in the favor of the community and in each c3:se the

schoonl starts off with a rajué%hated spirit and solidarity
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of purpose that carries well throu~h thes year, Yanr neighhor-
hoods are therebv a ~kened and are thua prepired to move for-
wird 1nd keep pac- in other educwtioun:l entersrises 23 the
opvortunity presents itself to thkenr,

sducationil Dy helps to creste 2 demind arenr patrons
and phrent3s for the latest and bes® thin~3 in educttion for
treir children and tends to disserintte the mo3t procticial ~nd
helnful devices that are featured. In counties in whrich one or
more consolidnted schools exist this roverent is given irpeius
because of the fir:t haind knowledge thit i3 brouzht to the
pitrons from oth:r corrunities by meins of the exhibits of voca-
tionl work, by the presence of school busses, nd by the enthui-
ja3tic interest in the consolid~ted schnol of the pirents and
crhildren who are in attendsnce frm such communities, “ore learn
for the first time thit chilcdren cin b2 trananorted sucecessfully
and th:t the children fror the consolidn’ed s32hnol3 +re given
advantages far greater than thosz that obtain in the one room,
ong teacher schools,
Good i.02ds and Zetter Rural Cchools =

It i3 of int~rest to notzs thit legislation for consoli-
dation of sckools and road improverent h ve progress:d sirule
taneously, The firat clange in the rond legislation was from
the simple township system, which obtrined throughout the state,
to tke passige of an ontional couaty rod system in 1903,1

This 1ct provided thit the boird of sunzarvisors by a2 two-thirds

ote 1., Public Aets of 1303,



vote misht submit the cuestion of the ~dontion of the county
ro1d system to a vote of tre electors of the county, Some of
the rore prosressive counties took =wiveintage of fhis 1t as
gsoon 23 it became effective, otkhers w~ 2 rore éilitory with
reference to its applicatizn to their respective countias, Iow=-
e7er, by 1373 every county excent t-o had ~dopted it, The 1373
lezislature paszsed =2n 1ct1which prviced thit counties wishing
to participate in the distridbution of the state weirht tax shcould
32lect 2 county vo-rd of rond cormris=ionars, {8 th2 nev county
gsystem ba2zan to function in th2 vorioug enunties a demind w3
developed for 2 state highwy system, This resulted in the pass-
aze of an act” in 1305 which creited the gtate hirshwvay department,
Under these two new plins of road acdm'nistration through highwy
were provid:d for counties 2nd latar for the state, This movs-
rent was given imsetus by the comin: »f the automobile =2nd
th2 sphere of inter=sst of rurnal pe-sl2 wi3 thareby sreatly
enlarsed, They bezwn to havs outside contaizts not only with
neighboring cities wnd vill:z=3 but 21130 distint plices 2nd be-
c me acquiinted with opnsortunities for sociil and educational
advontagaa, OState, county, =and local educ:tional le-ders began
to relize that thers i3 2 close relationshipn betvesn ths im-
provamsnt of the roads and the opnortunity for extenaion of the
larrer educitionel advantizes for rural boys and girls, It is

auite nitural that the consolidated szhool moyarent should not
dNote 1, J.ct No, 270 o 2 Public Jct3 of 1s4,

llote 2, ‘tct Yo, 146 of the Tublie /=tas of 1405,
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only b2 encourn~ad but alao grsatly fozilitated by the irorove
ment of the roads, In 1J1) the s*1t2 was bonded for . 50,000,000
for the purpnse of constructing z%t:%2 “runk line hichiioys, Later
a l1aw w3 ph3zed »nrovidinzg for ~ z-=oline tax of two centa3 per
g211lon vwhick w~35 to "2 used for tre conatruction and rmiintennance
of state and county hi-«hwiys, This ~mrunt w23 incre~zed two years
later to tZ;ee cents per gillon, ~k~ result is that Tichizan
ronks well aron: the states in {t3 rileze of state and county
trunk line highw-ys,

“henever a consolidnted sclkonl ks been estzbliszhed it h2s
cr22ted 2 demnd for the imorovermaent of the hicshwiys over which
the school busszz23 h~ve been routed nd¢ bsth transportation system
for ths 3cho0l ~nd the ganeral higsku~y syatem for the major
rortion sf ths rur:l »osul-~tion h:va traredy been imoroved,

v,

twantiesth century v-ry few motor

(0]

In Lthe early pirt of th
ehicles of anr kind -v2re seen on the rurtl rizshwiys of the

atrte, 211 3chool duszzs war2 moaated on horse driswn vehicles,
practic2lly 211 of the bus bodies were horme mida nd of cheap
construction, The prairie 3chooner type wh3 quite generally used,
Yow a variety of commereiql ~nd othor forma of comfortavle well
lizhted bus bodiz2s 22 coming ints ecormnsn use, Thes2 ranze from
about 22 to 75 children oapacity :nd conform to the recuirements
of the 1w, The 1~ rasuireq th.t 4111 siate subsidized school
busses shnll he equippedt with heaters or sufficient robes and

worp

foot warmers to k=2p the children warm, “7ith the mndern equinped



nmotor vehiele, ~tet™2r it he ire vrivate motor ¢:r, Lhe school
bus, or tha cormmareci-l tronsporrt-ticn, it i3 »H233ible tn travel
vith ease wnd cormfart evea durins trha wintar months in rost
gections of the stzte,

/11 the year round use of mot2 drivaen vehicles br com-
mon ntr-riers, for tha tranzportating 2 =2choaol crilcdéren, =nd by
private individu:ls, is com . ri'irelv madern, Fiftoeh ya2-rs 7o
the motor driven velilclz2 w3y housed for ithe winter, ./t that tire
ther: ware very few cormercial bus lin?t and 211 tre ye r round
riotor transportation wis eon~idred irnossgidle in Yichiran, YNow
it ia rother unusutl to s22 or me=2%t 2 horie drawva c¢onvevance in
the winter tim2 on any of the miin ~rterizs of traivel, The chanse
has "one about with the improverent of at~'e and ecountvy hichways
2nd “he introduczlion nd uze of tha snow removrl erulpm:nt, It wais
soon found to b3 imorizticabls to try to keep trunk line roads
in suitible conditioa for tha usa o7 both sleir' s nd motor
driven vehicles, con3ec: - atly the slsizhs had to give wiy,

U3ully it i3 po3sinla tH laen these highways noen for
traffic by the use of the ordiniry tv-e of snow p;low ériven by
moator trucx or 352 othner ty-e of michkine, In cae of 4 raal
vlizzaird or 2 continuonuiz snov f1ll for several drvs it hecoraa
nsces3ry to rasort to the rotary tyna of tractor ériven snow
nlow, This trhrows tke snow out »n either side wit™ such force
that 2 track of sufficient width is e¢l=2:irad 2vay ~nd the snow

i3 left in hure windrowa 2t each side of the road, It i3 the
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use of such snow removil equl 'ment that hais mids nossible even
in the Upper Feninsul: 57 thisz 3t te ‘T2 uas of motar vehicles
trirouthout the ye:r »n tlre miin avenues of travel,

“his changed conditisn his Lod 1 marked influence on the
consolidation of schools nd the suce=235Tul trinsH nrtatinn of
school children, for road imnroverment goes haind in hand with
possibilities for larger schsol units, In 2 large percentaze of
tliese schools motor driven busses 2re used exclusively during
the entire school ye'r, In pricticallv =11 others tre all ye=r
round motor transportaition odbtains on the main trunk lines and
county roids, The trunk line bus route i3 one thk~t is 1aid out
over a2 staite or county highvay th:t i3 kent onen for vheel
treansportition durinz winter months, “he ~ruxili-rv or feeder
routes have definits transfar st~tisn3 and bring the crildren
either in smiller rmotor vehicles or rorse drawn velricles over dirt
and other types of township roads, Iuring the winter months
sleighs are used on the feeder routes, <he first ¢*ild moy bde
t1ken on the smll bus at sucn tire 23 will ennble this bus to
arrive on time 1t the pnoint of intersection with the main dus
line., %“he auxili rv schedules must b2 30 arranged that thers may
be no unnecessiry delay on the miin line, liost of thse trunk line
busses are from forty-five to sixty children cipacity, ' anv of
the routes are ten nd twelve miles in lenzth ~nd sosme children
travel as much as eirhtcen or nineteen ~ilenr en rout> to schonl

from the hore at which the fir:t pu»il is t-ken in tre rorning,
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with 2 comfortible motor driven school bus on 2 reison2bly good,
well improved highway a few 2ddition~l miles is of minor import-
ance,

The transportition system 2s outlined above, is in opera-
tion for nearly all of the routes at Ilepublie and Talmer in
Marquette County, at Zast Jordan, ~nd in several other consoli-
dated rural agricultural schools, In districts where there are
long routes, a large school popul:tion, 2nd one or more trunk
line roads leading to the school center, the plan insures greater
efficiency! more prompt service, and 1 reduction in transporta-
tion costs,

The newly orginized unit =2t Zast Jord-n consisting of ten
primary units with the ¢ity school system, was mide possible
beciuse snow }emoval was a3zsured on trunk line 66 by the state
highway department, Similar eooperation wis promised by the
county board of roi:d commissioners and other loc2al authorities,
It will be of interest to know that there i3 a growing tendency
toward the enlarging of the present units and recucing the
number of high schools required for 2 county,

In Indiana: 2nd some other states in which the original
units were quite sm2ll, an amilgmation of consolidated schools
is taking place at the present time, This means better business
methods are being used and some of the wiste c¢iused by duplica=~
tion is being eliminated, All of these things are contridbu-

tory to the advancement of the best educrtionnal interests
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of the cnildaren, A good ex:mle of th2 benefits accruing from
the uaiting of hizh scinoly mv b2 nharrved in Tonksn Townshis
of lioughton County, / union =13 affanted by ennanlid-ting three
one room schools and the high school ~rades of the Sidnaw Tchool
with tas school at Yenton, In nluize of two highk schools, one at
cidn~w and the other a2t Yenton, with two teachers in eack and
neitiher school caipable of beinz racovnized by acereciting author-
fties, they now have a hizh school th:t his been placod on the
ageredited list of the University of "ichigan, The program has
been improved by not only mking provisions for more effective
wory and 2 rore cormrehansive esurssz of study, but by includinz
in the ecurriculum the wocitionil courses recuired in 2 rural
agricultural school, The fedsration ki3 resulted in a reil finan-
cial savinz to taxpiyers, It haz 2139 given tha achool reconsni-
tion, made it nonssible tn use the kish school teiwcting force,
which includes one less high schonl teacher, to better advan-
tige, provicded for longer high scrool recit:tion perinds, and
a greiter oprortunity for individunl hel»n and advancement, The
trunk line highway connecting tkese tio towvn3 his made this
possible,

The sixteen hich scrool nunils of Cidnav who are being
transvorted, comdined with abhnut twentv-three at I'enton, enahles
them to use the three teichers to ruch better advrntagze than tlre
four had heen used undar the old plan in »nrevious ye:rq, Other

conrunities should profit by the snlendid nrecedent estanlished
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by tre school patrons of Donken Township, & creful survey of
ewch proposed unit ~néd tha risht kind of cooper~tion on the
pirt of school elsctors should ennble tle comrunity to moke a
wise decision wnd extend the benefits to n3 wide in arer as
i3 in keeping with efficient trinsrort-tion ~nd good business
adrinistr:tion,

Thers is 1 reil opportunity in m:uny vl:ces to mike 2
swving in the aggresite expense and 2t the 3me time provice
better educitionil ficilities by + reduction of the wigte due
to dunlication in both righ schools nd elementary schools,
Summary -

consideritisn his been given in tris chapter to the way
in w!ich trese vairious movements dovet1il one with the other

ud serve a3 forerunners to v l'rger educitional cdevelopment

in rural 1life,
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CH.DTLR VIII
GRCUTH AND DISTIIBYTI W O KLU L JODICULTUILL “CHOOLS

The followin: tables, graphs, nnd mips contain information
concerning the growth 2nd location of the rurnl arricultural
gctools of liehizin, The first two tahles show the increase in
the enrollm~nt for the firat eizht grades and the hirch school
grades for forty-five of these schoola that have been in contin-
uous operation since 1923, The ~zraph gives one 2 birdseye view
of this growth, “hile the chwnge in the mambershin from ye~r to
yéxr miy be accounted for in pirt by the:natural shifting of
porulatiosn the larzer part of the growth is due to the increas-
inz percentage of the resicdent 3chool children who continue on
throuzh the twelve graidsi, The fact that all Live access to high
schiool in the homz district removes two cormon ob3%2¢les wrich
confront many parents; the expense of board or transpnrtation
and the innate fe~r of havinz the c¢kildren awy from home 2t
nizht, The vocationnl training mikes the curriculum more attrac-
tive 1nd the six-six plan of orzginiz-tion leaves no convenient
atopping place in the transition from grade to high school work,
The marked upward trend in the graoh for 1330-31 cin be accounted
for by the influx of city laborers who because of lack of employ-
ment have moved out wher~ rent is 1ow and tlkere i3 1 ¢hince to
raise 2t lenst a portion »f the food for the family,

The next t+o tables and the m2»n show the distribution armong
the co:nties and tha enrollment %y schoolz for e-~ch ye-r from
the begzinning,

The location of the rur-~l nrrizultural school districts is
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shown on the mip by means of 1 circle, the rur-l agricultural
schools in township districts by us=2 of double eireles, and the
remiining township districts by 1 check mark,

All of the rur-l agrisultur~l schools of the Unper Denin-

sular are located in town:hi»n districts that had been praviously
{orzinized a3 townshis schoaol districts and kad been onearatine as
such for sever:l ye~ri, In thre Lower Psninsula ahnut hr1f of the
rural azgriculturzl schools ar= found in rur~l agricultural school
districts, the bilince w re e3tiblizhad in townshins shortly
after thelr forrmtion into townshion districts,

It will be seen by the mip thit 2 lairga groun nf counties,
includinz the Thurb Iiastrict, the Saginaw Valley, and a2 group
extendinz in A south westerly direction across to Lake ichigan,
contiin no rural azricultur:l schools, "This miy be nccounted for
in 2 variety of ways among which mhy be the2 nationality and
characteristics of the firmers, the presence in some localities
of parochial schools, close proximitv to hirh schools, low school
tax rates, or 2 lick of a~gr=233ive le~cdershin, In general the
rurt:l agriculturil schnols anperr in grouns and this is the nat-
ur2l result in any ne=7 pro-ressive mowverment, ‘The nearby corruni-
ties learn of the benefits »nd dn livewise,

f£. close observation of the t-blas beginning on nazes 93 and
lo” reveil many interezting facts concernins the 34 rur~l acri-
cultural schools th't are bein- operzted durin?s the year endinz

July 1, 1331, It shows the nurmber ench ye~~ from the berinning,
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gstartinz with six for the schkool ye~r endin~ July 1, 1929, Ttis
w23 the year in whkich the act governinr such 3clools hecre
operitive, <Three were added the next yenr, 'The nurher had ine-
creased to 45 schools by 1323-74 but one of these, the John Doelle
School, h1" no pupils in thrhe hish scha0l grades tht year, Tre
enrollment of these 45 schoonls is triced throush to the end of
the present school ye r in the tables on piges 96 and 47, These
tables show a2 much greiter azzresite srow.h in the hizh 3chool
than in ﬁhe grices, Two thirds of tle number have a hizh school
enrollment of leas than 100, 7This means th't their teachinc fore-
and oprortunities for elective courses must be limited, Two of
the group have hish sctrool enrollrments 2t present of more than
200 each and are therefore ble to utilize to ¢vaintise 2 large
enouzh tezling force to enable them tn wik=2 avaiilabhla 1 enrnreyine
sive program of courses, The majority of the larger schools are
near the lairger industrial c¢ante-3, YNiny factory workers live in
the open country and enjoy good school dvantaiges at the sume tire,
The graph on page 93 not onls shows the trend in azgregaite growth
but also the approximited tot2ls and a ecorparison of grade and

hi-h school growth,
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WEAIaN DR 0 4o b s s e 15 1 A PG 2 T{0) 108 s e i SR Vernon Johnson. . .. .. Vernon Johnson. . . . .. Helen E. Campbell. . .. ‘ Sherman Manier
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(9 Copemishig s st S in Y G G Wi 10 ot Mt P8 s GE S Wihite'. is Faa s Harold Tkens. .~ .. ... Mrs. M. Ethlyn White.| Peter Doneth
20Couzens (Bath).......... T O BT an Al ot . He O Brand oty . Arthur Hansen.......| Margaret Preston. . . .. Lyle Brook
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VI, e B ek o 10 Otto E. Thompson....| Otto E. Thompson.. . .| Freeda D. Bonz. . . . ... John E. Wickman
O G AN OB iecaswrhwasmrinveo v aroreiois L MRS O B i r re odcis IR T O OS Sopeso R somt Violet Shook.......... Mrs. G. D. Sill
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A OT UG QIR e e She e s e s B B H O D KIS S el ey s sl s T B R ODIEINS s s BV s L OR A,  eat Mrs. S. H. Wilson. . ... | Gary Burnett
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High school enrollment (Grades 9~12) in the 45 Rural Agricultural
schools that qualified for state aid on or before 1923

SCHOOL 1923-24 192425 1925-26 1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930-31
Bath 43 58 70 82 56 62 60 25
Bear Lake 67 79 65 86 17 76 15 g
Bengonia 80 85 88 86 91 02 97 112
Boyne Falls 19 23 35 28 Lo 43 43 Eg
Brethren 25 3 1 37 4o 26 29

Byron gg 59 62 66 77 82 72 75
Buckley 38 32 40 yn 39 y2 R
Cooks 14 18 26 29 21 27 1l 2
Copemish 35 3Y 37 30 L9 62 62 Be
Covert (31 73 57 76 81 72 66 ™
Dansville 102 105 100 105 a3 111 117 104
John Doelle 0 7 4 11 8 6 13 2l
Edwardsburg 58 77 T4 66 58 3 63 77
Grand Blanc - 82 85 109 145 lag 166 196 205
Grand Marais 39 - 39 u2 tﬁ 35 5 4
Goodrich 36 35 y2 60 68 - 68 81
Earlan 14 17 13 19 10 9 10 13
Barrisville 73 78 80 75 %0 89 &6 102
Hartland 73 78 97 83 95 97 104 102
Haslett L2 41 51 L0 L7 Lg L n
Hermansville 40 41 43 62 58 52 9 72
Honor 47 57 67 n ou 54 59 50
Hoxeyville 15 18 11 16 17 17 19 26
Lakeview 8. 57 72 81 115 146 186 205 229
Luther 2L 31 38 32 38 36 n 53
Manton 93 101 108 124 129 135 124 110
Mattawan 76 63 52 39 43 50 55 61
Mesick T4 81 60 59 58 55 N 83
Mio 21 26 Y 32 55 56 60 66
Montague 103 111 98 79 98 104 99 116
Yorley 77 17 83 87 80 7 90 122
¥orrice 54 L7 Ly 43 43 56 55 51
Napoleon 50 ol 52 58 61 35 105 &l
New Budson 18 Ly L6 55 56 Ly 55 6c
Northport 3 g5 8L 80 19 gY 103 gl
Okemos 50 54 5 60 59 63 96 11
Perry 88 91 10 98 102 109 120 11
Portage 37 52 59 - 63 66 19 17 73
Sand Oreek 76 85 108 9 99 112 92 117
Stephenson 32 101 9y 9 93 121 130 16¢
Thompsonville 1 4o 24 27 33 31 28 2
Trenary 26 21 2y 28 35 35 37 )
Walled lake 4y 70 72 79 7 86 100 111
Villiamsburg 32 23 2 27 2 38 38 U
Woodland 70 80 86 . 80 89 99 04 112

Totals 2353 2603 2666 2794 2925 3152 3328 3639

This table shows the high school enrollment for the years ending 1924 to 1931,
inclusive, in the U5 rural agricultural schoole. The total enrollment for these
schools has increased from 2353 to 3639. This gives an increase of 1268 or nearly
55 per cent. S
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Enrollment grades 1-8 inclusive in the 45 Rural Agricultural Schools that
qualified for state mid: on er before 1923

gcnoon 1923-24 192425 1925-26 1925.27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930.31
Bath 189 194 206 201 152 167 202 196
Bear Lake 126 111 119 114 109 112 107 136
Benzonia 160 173 170 169 176 19 166 181
Boyne Falls 250 239 222 190 180 18 196 201
Brethren 98 113 107 99 121 117 122 146
Byron 170 150 AT 137 130 137 12 149
Buckley 94 101 89 90 82 104 98 107
Cooks 125 133 152 119 122 171 130 130
Copemi sh 143 1 154 153 150 1kl 128 133
Covert 260 28 294 31 306 279 2711 313
Dansville 200 19 208 19 239 229 225 251
John Doelle 218 205 221 227 235 230 209 213
Fdwardsburg = 20 258 236 2 251 240 256 255
grand Blanc 31 361 Lol Y3 558 584 605 566
Grand Marals 136 148 140 131 135 149 120 138
3oodrich 185 173 180 205 20C 201 2u7 280
arlan 53 52 35 36 38 37 35 %2
Harrisville 181 181 206 189 183 180 170 176
Hartland 205 198 187 202 205 198 203 202
Haslett 143 149 167 163 205 208 233 216
Fermansville U427 418 118 468 Log ' 396 360 396
Honor 96 93 86 gl 106 95 97 92
Hoxeyville 61 59 49 54 66 57 as 60
Lakeview 320 9 370 373 551 667 T49 m
Luther 1y 19 150 135 150 168 152 150
Manton 22 229 222 203 195 238 - 232 2 L
Mattawan 195 182 184 182 176 184 199

Mesick 122 143 151 115 109 101 97 156
Mio 6L 56 58 70 62 72 9 65
Montague 237 221 229 222 213 187 168 167
Morley 274 258 251 243 235 23 219 225
Morrice 124 145 133 128 133 12 136 143
Napoleon 176 174 16 195 197 197 216 229
New Hudson 104 123 143 142 138 123 138 124
Northport 260 268 267 266 275 312 290 313
Okcemos 180 188 194 204 201 203 268 269
Perry 213 200 232 190 214 200 265 276
Portage ay 243 22y 260 252 238 268 267
Sand Creek 11 116 137 © 159 152 126 14 136
Stephenson - 233 4o2 u15 358 360 212 236
Thompsonville 9 104 38 111 36 111 100 80
Trenary 22 191 2 246 2 213 243 217
Talled Lake 185 208 239 260 257 255 255 2y
i1liamsburg 90 83 80 72 17 70 67 7
90dland 183, 195 193 197 227 215 212 217
TOTALS 8058 8311 8587 3601 8873 9006 9104 9439

This table shows the enrollment in the ﬁrst eight grades for the years
ending 1924 to 1931 inclusive in the 45 Rural Agricultural Schools. The
total enrollment for these schools has increased from 5058 to 9439. This
glves an increase of 1381 or 17.l1 per cent.
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Showing relative growth in the grades and high school for forty-
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Table showing the enrollmert i »igz school (grades 9 to 12) for
all of the Rural Agricultural Schools of Michigan from the beginning

SCHOOL 1919-20 1920-21 1921-22 1922-23 1923-24 1924-25 1925-26 1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930-31

37 Alanson . 31 41 50 56
3¢ Alpha 64 67
%+ Amasa 82 95
1) Atlanta P
31 Barryton 96
23 Bath (Cougzens) 41 53 58 70 82 56 62 60 55
21 Bear Lake 57 68 66 67 79 65 86 17 76 75 68
7o Beaverton 112 139
2% Belleville 139 155 164 173
:* Benzonia 91 g0 85 88 86 g1 92 97 112
> Bessemer, So. 7 16 8 13 13 12 13
23 Boyne Falls 17 20 19 23 35 28 Lo 43 43 50
2! Bretaren , 20 28 25 3h 3 37 4o 25 29 Ly
1? Brimley 48 4o Ly
»%Buckley ] 46 62 47 40 38 52 40 ] 39 42 53
I 23Byron L5 46 53 59 62 €6 7 82 72 75
o ' Cedarville 45
@3’ Chassell 83 g2
! 2% Cooks 14 18 26 29 21 27 14 23
1) Copemisgh 18 35 34 37 30 g 62 62 58
23 Covert 64 (311 73 57 76 8l 72 66 T4
23 Dansville 17 102 105 100 105 93 111 117 106
7o Bast Jordan 163 179
1 Edwardsburg 58 77 4 66 58 6y 63 13
1¢ Ewen 55 61 54 56 59 63
75 Fairview . 2 20 16 2u
24 Farwell 52 76 81
;0 Felch 58 63
20 Gaines 34 56 58 49 46 4o 35 46
»e Goodrich 30 33 43 43 36 35 y2 Ly 60 68 68 81
Yo Gould City 111 16
24 Grand Blanc 35 31 49 6y 82 85 109 145 umw 166 196 205
1} Grand Marais Ly 39 39 42 43 35 5 43

1% Gwinn 106 97 101 116
22 arlan 14 10 14 17 13 19 10 9 10 13
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SCEOQL 1919-20 1920-21 1921-22 1922-23 1923-24 1924-25 1925-26 1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1923-30 1930-31
:¥garrison 62 62 69
» » Harrisville . L5 57 73 78 80 75 80 89 86 102
3 *Hartland 56 74 13 78 97 83 95 97 104 102

*Paslett 29 39 y2 ] 51 40 47 4g 54 gt
14 Hermansville 40 41 Y3 62 58 52 4g 72
2 +Honor 35 37 47 57 67 T bl 54 59 50
2 6Boxeyville 13 13 19 22 16 18 11 16 17 17 19 26
3/ Johannesburg 20
25 John Doelle 7 4 11 8 6 13 24
7o Kellogg 51 73
? « Xenton I | 50
Z» Lakeview (Battle Creek) 19 ? 57 72 81 115 16 186 205 229
24 Lincoln (Ypsilanti) 111 134 12 131 133 116 14
2, Luther 39 Lo L0 oy 31 38 32 38 36 41 53
3 vManton g2 108 93 101 108 124 129 135 124 110
' 3/varion g8
S » ~Mattawan 55 73 76 68 52 39 43 50 55 61
~ 10 Yerritt 20
1 3 Mesick 67 g1 4 81 60 59 58 5 71 g3
»7 Nilford 128 136 15 150
w2 Mo 21 26 2 26 27 32 55 56 60 66
2 v Yontague 103 111 98 19 98 104 99 116
s 7 Morley 68 77 71 mm 87 & 7 90 122
21 Morrice 32 50 54 47 43 43 5 55 51
20 Napoleon 36 Ly 46 - 50 oY 52 58 61 88 105 8y
1) National Mine 51
2y Few Hudson 18 Ly 46 55 56 Ly 55 60
-3 Northport : w &8 8 84 80 79 94 103 94
23 Okemos 46 50° mm 53 60 59 63 96 112
25 Olivet . 96 85 82 78
2¢ Palmer 62 66 3
3 Perry 59 68 718 88 91 104 98 102 109 120 119
4 Portage 37 52 59 63 &6 19 11 13
3/ Remus 105

25 Republic 19 86 g6 98
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SCHOOL 1919-20 1920-21 1921-22 1922-23 1923-24 192L4-25 1925-26 1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930-31
2> Richland 3 92 89 T4 76 11 72
7 o Rockland 36 b5
3 + Roscommon 55
2¢ Sand Creek 58 54 76 85 108 95 99 112 92 117
+) Stephenson 87 2 101 9y 94 93 121 130 166
23 Thompsonville ] Ly 1 40 2y 27 33 31 28 28
+3 Trenary 20 26 21 2y 28 35 35 37 49
31 Trout Creek 39
3¢ Yulcan 125 108
»3 Walled Lake 39 Ly 70 72 79 75 86 100 111
+~ ¥illiamsburg 20 26 32 23 23 27 26 38 38 L2
3¢ Winona 18 23
24 Woodland 70 80 86 80 89 99 104 113

Totals 189 378 1129 1830 2363 2804 2983 3312 3960 5303 5337 6233
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Tacle showing the enrollmeat in the first eight grades for all of
the Rural Agricultural Schools of liichigan from tne beginning.

SCHOOL 1919-20 1920-21 1921-22 1G22-23 1923-24 1924-25 1925-25 1925-27 1927-28 1926-29 1929-3C 1930-31
Alanson . 117 140 123 133 120
Alpha 300 316
Amasa 224 234
Atlanta 121
Barryton 220
Bath (Couzens) 187 189 194 206 201° 152 167 202 196
Bear Lake 148 131 131 126 111 119 114 109 112 107 136
Beaverton 2us 276
Belleville . 451 363 uy3 546
Banzonia . 184 160 173 170 169 176 193 166 181
Bessemer, So. 136 123 142 132 128 108 g6
Boyne Falls 125 219 250 239 222 190 180 184 196 201
Breturen 103 112 98 113 107 99 121 117 122 146
Brimley 192 238 194
Byron 175 138 170 150 11 137 130 137 142 1kLg
Buckley 136 148 126 138 9L 101 89 90 82 104 98 107
Cedarville 128
Chassell 275 253
Gooks 125 Hmw 152 119 122 171 130 130
Copemish 181 143 1 154 153 150 RN | 128 133
Covert 305 260 283 294 319 306 279 211 313
Croton 176
Dansville : 218 200 194 208 194 239 229 225 251
Tast Jordan 476 ST
Edwardsburg 209 258 236 225 251 2u0 256 255
Iwen 255 258 274 266 2u3 226
Tairview 129 123 158 152
Farwell 143 146 128
Felch 135 151
Geines 128 163 148 124 110 134 128 130
Goodrich 120 145 14g 161 185 173 180 205 200 201 247 280
Gould City

@rand Blanc 151 307 291 296 314 351 L01 L3y 558 584 605 601
Grand Marais 155 136 148 1ko 131 135 149 120 138

wlan | 505 535 557
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-2 -

SCE00L 1919-20 1920-21 1921-22 1922-23 1923-2U4 1924-25 1925-26 1925-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930-31
Berlan 56 29 53 5e 35 3¢ 38 37 35 42
Harrison 105 102 120
Harrisville 198 199 181 181 206 189 183 180 170 176
“Hartland 190 212 205 198 187 202 205 195 203 202
Baslett 123 142 143 149 167 163 202 208 233 216
Hermangville 427 g ng 468 408 396 360 396
Sonor 125 133 g6 93 86 g4 106 95 97 92
Hoxeyville 63 62 60 73 61 59 49 54 66 57 58 60
Johannesburg 116
John Doelle 218 205 221 227 235 230 203 213
Zellogg 151 169
Kenton , 162 127
Lokeview (Zattle Creek) 219 210 320 299 370 313 51 667 749 1
Lincoln (TYpsilanti) 429 uol 39 34 469 L6y 523
Luther 155 136 159 H:m 149 150 135 150 168 152 170
Manton 21y 264 22 229 222 203 195 238 232 26k
¥arion 228
Mattawan 193 230 195 182 184 182 176 184 199 236-
Herritt - . 8
Hesick 108 128 122 143 151 115 209 100 97 Gm
Milford an 287 272 277

Hio 58 33 g o 58 70 62 T2 91 65
Montague 237 221 229 222 213 187 168 167
liorley 308 274 258 251 243 235 23 219 225
Morrice . 126 147 124 14 139 128 133 12 136 143
Napolgem 138 152 164 176 17 164 195 197 197 216 229
National !"ine 126
¥ew Hudson 107 104 123 143 142 138 123 138 124
Northport 306 260 268 267 266 275 312 290 313
Okemos 179 180 188 194 204 201 203 268 269
Olivet 176 196 195 201
Palmer 278 299 240
Perry 236 234 227 213 200 232 190 214 200 265 276
Portege 2u5 2u3 22y 260 252 238 268 267
Remus 252
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SCHOOL 1919-20 1920-21 1921-22 1922-23 1923-2U4 1924-25 1925-26 1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930-31 -
Republic 382 389 386
Richland 181 179 130 206 w.mm 202 226
Rockland 113 153
Roscommon 151
Sand Creek 130 114 116 137 159 152 126 11 136
Stephenson 283 233 u02 47 ns5 358 360 212 236
Thompsonville 124 133 99 104 1 111 NM 111 100 80
Trenary 220 224 191 2 246 2 213 243 217
Trout Creek A 271
Yulcan 320 305
Walled Lake in 185 208 239 260 257 255 255 2l5
williamsburg 112 104 90 83 80 72 17 70 67 T4
Tinona 80 60
Woodland : : : 183 195 - 193 197 227 - 215 212 217
Totals 736 1516 3688 6901 8107 9035 9548 10099 11591 12923 15648 17701
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CHAPTI'R IX

CIARACTIR O DODILATIT IV PURSL SGRICTITUNL

SCIQOL D;u!kICTu

"hen one berins to mike a stundy of the popul~tisn of the
conzolidates achcol cistricts ¢t is irfmediately annirent that in
cener~nl they have their nativity in many countries or 2t least
~re cescend~nts of foreign =ncestry, Fowever, in nortlo;s of
ti.a stita we find th ot certzin n-timmalitiesa pracdominate,
Tor axample, in 290t ona-hnlf of the rural ~gricultural
;crionls of the Up=ar Teninsulz, especizlly in those firthest
towxrd +ha north, tne Finns »ra tha mos3®t numarous, “Tiereas,
in the distriects farther towwrd tha south, 9specially in
vianomines and Schooleraft counties, we find the ancaestry
from Sweden, Ingland, ¥rance, Germ:iny and Italy, and slso0 many
nitiva born fmericins, In the Finnish settlemaents muny
of *hae nitive cuztnmsa hava been e3tablished, such =3 tha formily
bith house 1nd the Saturday nicht both, the gh.ring of the oute-
daor 1abor by tihz Finnish women with their husb-nds, the frans-
plantinz of their religious institutions, ~nd fhe presence of
m-ny of the old-tima suverstitious ide-~s, They aire interestad
in educ~ation but =are just beginning to le=rn to spprecints the
v2lue of secondary school ndvntigea for their children, How=
ever, the type of program that is being waintained is endbling
the school to establish definite cont-ot with the romes and
through vocation»sl training develop »n in‘erest in the high
schooi wor¥, It h~s bheen =dvishle to streaga the arriculturil

work in the elassroom wnd in the form of boys nd girls club
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work throughout theise comrunities 13 a 1large percentage of
the boys and girls will return to the farms, 1In other schools
there i3 a higher aporeciative interest in second'ry ecucation
from the b-:ginning but the parents =nd the punila do not resvond
a3 rei1dily to the work in =2zriculture, In many of the consol-
idated districts of the Unper Peninsulr mininz i3 still thre
levding industry and thev are re:llv in the transition veriod,
Som2 reilize that they rust gr:duilly depend rmore and more upon
azriculture, especizlly in those sections ~whera minins seers to
be dr2xin; to a close,

In severil of the !pner Peninsula districts we find 2 larze
sprinkling of people of Folish and German cescent who are
especially interested in axriculture and mranyv of trem have to
learn to appreciate trke 3°hosl, Soma of thar lookx forward to
the tire vhen the children will be free fror the requirements of
the cornulsory education law, It has been found that nractically
21l of the girls talke an interest in domestic art and that the
boys 1re rnuch intereated in mnual ~rts work, The value of the
vocationil training is 21139 reflected in the betier hom» 1life
conditions,

In the zroun of rural agricultur~l szh»oolas found in the
northern part of the Lower IPeninsula w2 find 1 larce nurber of
Irish, Seotch, Lnglish, and “wedisk neonle, Fowever, aming this
group of schools there are 2 few in which practicnlly all are

native born Americans,
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In the area including a portion of Wexford, Leelan~u and
¥anistee counties there are some Bohemian settlements, These
people are real agriculturists, thrifty and industrious, They
respond to the influence of the school readily and 2re rapidly
becoming good American citizens, In some of this group there
are 2 large number of Folish families ind their interest in
education has to be developed, However, there seems to be a
noticeable growth in the number that remain in high school,

Some of these foreign groups, especially the Germans,
Polish, and Bohemians, are making a1 success of firming, or at
least a living under conditions that are not the best or even
encourazing, Their home requirements are not extravagant, their
standard of living is not quite as high as that of the aver-~ge
American community, and all of the members of tre faimily
participite in the farm work,

Among this group perhaps the Benzonix community is excep-
tional in that more than 305 of the population is Inglish or
American born and 2 rather high standird of edueational require-
ments has been maintained for many years, Although the Benzonia
,cademy was discontinued some time ago its influence is still
felt, The religious and social influence of the federated
church movement which was one of the earliest in ¥ichigwn is
still being maintained.,

The consolidated school districts in south central Michigan

are inhabited principally by native born Amerioans or neople of
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“nzlish descent, In 2 few of these ¢ munities there ars neonle
of Irish desc nt and some who hava their n:tivity in the
ccandinavian Peninsula, There i3 1 reneril intere=:t in eduecotion
and th2 snhere of influence of the school i3 noticeible in
the agricultural practices especinally among tlre youiarzer gener-
ation of farrers,

In the central and e 'st>2rn nortion of the Lover Teninsula

Ead

there i3 2 1:rge on>rcent ge of Cerr:n3, ¥rench, -~nd Irish and

in on2 or t .0 of the consnlid:ted districts of this arer the
Jermin predorinates, “heir thrift 'nd industry and intarest

in ngriculture i3 very noticesbls in the two rurml =rricultur-l
chsols of Oscodh county, In Clar2 countvy the inhahitants are

mogtly Ameriecins and it i3 survrisins how rapidly tre edue~tinn-

3l st ndard hns risen in these éistricts, The patrons aseem to

P’TW’A;
oo

be unitedlv and whole-heartedly b::2 of the school, 3 is
pirtly due to the fact that trey k- v2 bheen s=2curin- better
educrtionil ovportunities for their reipective corrunities for
2 nurver of years and wer? reacy to welcore thia develonment
prosrim wvhen it wis mide availadble,

In southweatern ““ichiz'n there i3 1 larze sprinlines of
Germin and Dutch nesople and in saore 3estions the Juteh are in
the lend, They are industrious, h2ve a strons annrecintin of
the schonol, and se=zk hish educi1ti~-n~1 st nd-rds for their chil-
dren, In the northern nart of ¥alarnzoo cointy and in Zarry

county the major nortion of thz2 sclnaol “0nul~tion erres fronm

nzlish or American hormes,
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In 311 of the rur:l agricultur:l schools of southeistern
Yichizan the /mericini ~re in the mijority, Come of these
schools are influenc=d ts some extent by the demind of the
incuatries of the ne.rvy cities, In fict, in all of the con-
solidited schools th~t 2re near to such centers thera scer3 to
e a gradual exodus on the nart of hi 'h szhool gr-adu-tes and manv
wvho my not have com=lz2ted their work in the loc~l szknol to-
wvard the various ponisitiona and daminds from tre city industries,
"his tends to reduce the benefits of the schkool arrisulturally,

In general it may %He s2id that rozress in the matter of
Americanizatinn and in the crestine of an intarest in hisher
education is very griadual, especiallv in comunities where
there are miny innisn, Pnslish, ~néd GCerman pa23nle hut they cdo
become subitantial supnirters of ths =scke9l and becom=2 cuite
willin> for their childrsn to remnin in schnol fter threvr h-ve
re:ched the mxirum eominliory edue:ti-n ~ge, Toassibly the
school located in this tys2 of community may be nerformineg q
more inportant niezs ofwork than the one whiech is loc-ted in
the all-.merican comrmnity, It hit besn fully domonstrated
that the influence of tha vocutinnal program that i3 recuired
under the rural agriculturil achoosl 1ct is one of the -gencies
that i3 having a biz part in raiszin: the at nd:rd of living

and horme life conditionas amonr rur-l neoanls,
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MITATATYT Ty T
N b s a—nd I

LOONOTUIS VALTLT STL ~OCIVIL PLLITIWS
.enqnomic values -
“ha rurzl t-ricultural schosl k3 3eve *°1 econnric values

of a permnent contrioutory natuvre, /mon- these nare incre-sed
e rning power of thz average Individual who grnduintes from the
scliool; the mirked increxze in the nurb:r who attend hirh school:
tre swinr in time nnd expensz thait evolves from hore econoric
trainias in the life of tha indivicdunl and 23 reflected in the
Lomes; the ~ccuired knowledre of values obtainéd in connection
with the agricultural enurae; and th2 indireet cultural and
generil education~l valu=s that ar~ reaultant in rakinz thre
cormuaity rore attractive to thoszz who n2 resid:snts and to
those who have an iatzrest in findin- 2 suitable place in wrich
to live and rer 2 fumily,

it i3 generallv conceded that the four yenrs avnent in hi~h
school is a svlandid investrent of tha tirme nf the avar-ge
individunl, 7Various estimatez have hrsn macde of ita dnllnars
and ceats vilue, 03t authorities who have Investiz:ted the
recorcs of non-high schooi 2nd hi~h school gridurtes and have
mide a comMrative study of tha relative earning porers of
tresa twn cla3zes ara sositive tiiat the additional four vears
in high 3chnol 2dd3 miterially to thes ~ver-ge 1ife 2nnu-zl incore,
£t any rite there i3 1 definite incre3ed earninr paver
which in 2 few ye:r3s i3 sufficient to offset the evhensa »f
attendance at hizh schnol 2nt tk~ a-1-rv loss of the four yo-r

period. There {s also a very marked incre==32 in tha nur~har =ho
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find it possible to secure hizh sclool traininzy and the
arzregite incrz2n3ed earning power for thes: should b= credited
to th=2 presence of the consnlidiri-2d s2kool, Ior thoaz who
would zo elsawhere to sbtaiin hizh s2h00l trainin- in e=3e it
wer2 not mude avaiilehle in the homa2 n2izhkbortood thar2 ig a1 larce
raduction in exponse for board, tronsosrtition nd 2
variaty of other exm:ndituresy tlot or»> incidental to b-ines
3.2y from home,

The home 2e¢oanmica courses have an econoric hora2 ine
fluence that ernast b2 mer-sured, The »rincipal ones derived
from this come from th=2 preparition in selectinzg nd —~urchasing
of materinals for tlhe home furnisking, clotkinz, and foodstuffs,
‘nowladze of good and poor qu:ility indie-*ions and wise uss of
mitarials rmay mean o marginnl differenc2 betwzan dbuilling up
of A savinz account or not beins 2hle to do so, < s~vinr 2lso
secerues from Yein~ ahHle to adapt th t wiick 13 1v~il-hl2 in
clothinr, foodstuffs, 1nd s2ther mal=rizlz to its ber’. poasivle
use and from the ability Lo co the rHhr2 skillfTul 1anor reculred
in tlis connection, ‘"ny tiresz a definite sgavin- {a d-rived
from A more acientific understanding and use of foods in
pravaration of the meala, Thia ia resultant in batt r health
and reducti~sn in loss cof time due to unnecessary dizestive and
cthar common ailments that eome from ircoraper diet and unsuitable
nourishrment for the variocus merbers of the family, I% is es-
vpacially true in ragrd to chil'ren vin 13 1 consequence of

irproper diet ecannat ¢-velon 23 trhev should either physicnallv or
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mentally, The ~ftermith of such ignor-nce is ncedless exnense
for medicine, mecicl nervice, lo33 of time 7nd soretimes a
vermeanent physictl handic~p th:t prevents trke arvrorch of
cp-city efficiency in 2 chosen career,

It Tins often been stited th:t tliere i3 2 sufficient
amount of economic, scicentific, nd pricticil information
avrilahle to make it possible to traasform the firming
buainess if o sufficieant nurber of tlhosze enrized in tlris
b~sic incdustry were fully prepared to nply and use this in-
for-ntion, The agriculturnl course including boys ~nd girls
clud nd project work should and does fit those who ~r-aduated
from 3uck schools to cope more successfully with the onroblerms
ol ~griculture, They 1re able to m:ike such better use of
gscientific truths and informition 3 will insure l-rrer
divicends for the time, money, nd energy invested,

Tre cultural benefits and ccormpanying rise in the educa-
ti-n~1 level, the opportunity for enlarged arex cont-cts, social
intercourse, and inspiration generated from the schoosl -3 2
center cinnot be mexsured in » monetary way, These things do
eninnce property vilues ind mike the community more inviting
to tkose who cire aind wint the finest nd best thrincs of life
for themselves and their children, If one could ev:lu~te all
of the benefits of the rural agricultural school ns it functions
from year to ye r within the neighborhood it would tend to

give rexl impetus to the movement,
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Social f.elations -
“he socitl sover=zirnity of the 3m:11 »rimiry distict
neighborhood wit: its accormanyin~ 3nirit nf indenenden-e is
a2 natural outgrowth of sezre:ated firm zettlements, The

people live for ~nd unts thamielves -nd nccuire a1 faoling of

]

corbativeness aziinst outside in*terferance, 7Very often a

divided interest within th2 district results in feuds and
factional qtrife which may beenms daenly rooted =nd notice-
2h1le in connection witk chureh and szhool a*f~irs, 7“he one
group lines up on a2 side of an is=wu=e th~t recuires thre
attentisn of the neizhborhood ~nd the other sroun unites just
23 80lidly on the onnosite side, “.2ch mersures {ts strencth
and oftea u-zes unf~ir m2trods in doin~ 30. Under conditions
of this kind the question is not se‘tled on its merits,

“hen 2 groun of neighborhooda, s7me of whorm miy even be
of the type mentioned, min;:le in larrer enterprises »f socinl
or ecducational nature the influence of the faction is minirized
and issues 're given more fiir-mincded consideration, This is
especially noticei»le in schkonol 1ffrir3 when a4 larcer unit is
cr>2ted throush the imal-~itinn of ~ rroun of »nrirarv school
districts, 7“he 3chkiol bo~rd i3 fartker raravad fro- petty
affairs and the influence of prejudiced domination,

The consolidated sshanl hr3 2 aocializing influence unon

the various grouns within the commnity, Ctarting with the
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lowest elementary grides these chiléren learn how to lay
tozether, resnect the rules of the gre, nd ringla zfong
l1arze num ers3 of their ysroxirmite vre23, /3 trhevy ~dvanece
fro~ sracde to grade such objectionihle qurlities 13 are
corrion to the 2dolescent neriod re scuelched oy tha groun,
“hey tzke o0n 2 new philoso~hy of 1life and le-rn to give due
consideration to the othar fellow's rirhts, abhility, ~nd
priviles2a, Durins the hi-h schcol years they learn to asnreciate
the vilues of teamwork ian athletier ~nd various
classroom and extrt schkool activitien, It s00n becomes
d=2finitely understood th-t ths groun's best intereats super-

—~ 2

cece thoss of the incivicdual, 7Thias creed which is commnon on
the footb11ll field c1-rieag ovar intn their 1atar narticinatinn
in community ~nd st~te affairs,

The 2dult povulition thraush *heiriatermin:licaz in 1 zer
nurheri soon take on 2 bro~dsr cutlook u-ron life and hecore
more rmagniwnimous in their dolincs witk treir fellow ren, ‘g
time gnes on thera 13 a continuouslvy inerersing parcentage of
the distrie'’s ponilation who hive been sr-durted from thre
local twelve grade school, Th=2v, too, will help to enlarge
the vision of the older membars of the cormunity, /7t tle sime
time the younger 2onaration will ¥ ve the henefit of ths exe
perience and steriyin: influsnze of their elders, ~hus the

30ci2l and economic tr-nsitinn will bhe cracdurl and take on =7
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cr

form th-t mikes for 3tbility nd v2rm~nsnce, uch of that
which i3 v '1lua%ls h.s come from tha 32cietvy of the p-st and
will be transmittad from oonerstion to 7oner~tion, ‘Tuch of
that which is nar aftzr bain- praverly c2nsored will be woven
into the fabric of the 3o0cisty of the grea®t tomorrow, “hereby
both the n22-.0mie and social resources will be enhanced nd the
greit social and economig stream will hive rnoved forward,
Lenadzrshin «

Local leadarship 13 ezzentinl in the s3uccessful conznlidna-
tion of rur2l schonli, Ir2ctiznlly erery consolidated distriet
of th2 g%2t2 h'y its loc~1l "Jokn, the Dantist® who took the
initiative, f2ced opnozition, wad scrificed tine nd effort
in beh21lf of the corm n good, “or2itimes3 tris leqisrahin i3 nnt
confinzd to cne p*r1»n bu*t my 32 shired by a2 zroun nf active
workxers, It is moat cormonly found amonc the businass or
rrofessional mean and woren of the vill-ce, who enlist the co-

oneration of vill-ze and farrmer nzi-rkhors, Fowever, some of

th:

[¥)

besty, most eapible leadershin has eome from farring areas,

Thz fa-mor who ks he=2n 3c¢rool=d in f~rm orzawnlz~iion vork, tom -

gship molities, and corrunity bettzrment ssrrice mhkes the most
2nt and efficient eonsnlidation leadar, The most succeasful
lz2der in this movaem2n%t 13 one ~“ho works quietly and in 2 none-
snectacular vay from dry to d~y aman~ his friends, e

strives to h:ve others akarz the reanansibilitv with him and

is wise in selecting the indivicdu=1ly to +hom definite taaks
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a2 n2g idevy, Thae 1lecder must hae entlusinatic hinsoel
thiec fieculty of innculntins others, e mur* not 21low the
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re3t t5 1.3 but kecp it well =stirulztad 'nd ~rowin; until
tiie tims2 when thn eleetisn i3 he2lé, 2 rmust inszirs conficd=ne=
in th2 sucecess of thie culiign but rus* not o2 over-conf{ident
nor consider the victorrs win until tlie vataes nra 211 ¢33t nd
taz count shows 1 mriority in f.vor of the cruso,

nz2 wrin it w:ll ceonvint 2 with oty oargoaizaiion ork
tiir~uzhout the stta usurlly think-s of 2n2 or more indiviadua 13
in connzetiion with erwchh ¥novm unit 3 resmnansible for its
gucce’lsful coaswwtian, 't Zoyne 1113 in Ch-rlevoix eounty
it w3 2 mercnawat wihio initinted thoe movomant ond helned tn
persuic: tha sunarvisor, th: bank-r, nd » > other3 to §nin
withh hirm in 4 successf™ul crmonirn, St st Jord i the 3unaorine
taudent of schnols cevotn 17 cliwrninned tha a-nae, "hae larhar
of Corirrez2 ~nd b2 1lwdies!' ornizotisns 57 the citvy zove

1371zt ure ad enentroerarat v noodady goyan 1 € aenrg
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participated in various c:picities; and the county nd st-te
roid administrative 2uthorities g2ve 1ssurince of snow removal
and mrintanonc: sarviczss, Tha succ233 of the project was
s3sured beciusze 23:r233ive leidershis stimulat24 2 ~rowing
inter=3t trait reiched its haizhit on electlion diy, At Xovéﬂy
t%o buzina2ss mzn, 0ae 1 bainksr ~nd the other 1 grain and
produce deiler, did an effzctive niecs of prepsratory work
wrieh m2cée it comparativaly exsy to securs the required siz-
nitures on the petitions, The success of the slection was
as3ured heciuse they =2nd others h-d m-de 2 houss to kouse
c2nviss of the distriets, The S:1d Creek rurzl sgricultural
gtands 13 2 monument to the work of ~ prozressive f rrer who
in ris chrracteristic, convinecing w~y versu-dsed kis neighhors,
one by cne, nd sesured thae -ctive cooperation of rony of ‘Ler,
A similar story mizht be relited concerning the individual or
croun of local workers who spcniored the euss during the
process of organization for ench consclidzted schncl in the state,
ifter tre organization has b=en ccmpletzd =nd the schoel
becomes 3 golng concern it is surprising how m-ny people
are willing to t~te credit fuor its existence, Some of the
opposition ¢cl3133 ars usu:lly found =monz the number who point
with pride 2t the school in order to impress the strnger =nd
visiting friends of the community's rrosressive interz3t in
education,

The presenc2 of the c¢onsolidat=d school 21so prevides 2
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mens3 of usianz nd daveln 'in> new le:fzr3hin among tha memherg

of the adult porul~ticn, 7ho32 who s2rve on thn 3crool board
from tirme to tims2 share in the regnongioilities nnd bacome

riouadd with the spirit of serviecz and helnfulness :nd theree
by new leadershis ig develoned, “h2 nunar-sus corrusity functions
thnt 2re centered 1t the 3crool ci1ll for offie rs and comritte
mermners vho nre traincd trrouzh tiis sorviece to taike nairt with
othors in ceormunity affa'rs,

The most imsort:wunt lerdorshin is that <hi-bh i3 baing
developad anmony ths youth of tha corrunity served hy the con-
solidited scliool, 4 variety of schkosl and extra curricular
functions mike 2vailable an cpnortunity f-r 211 who will to
use their talent and fit themselves to 133ume positions of
lewd2r3kip in the great sthool of 1life, Developed leadership

mean3 social and econoynic “rocress,
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Ths rartiend lrea -

Cne «f the noet interezting coneoliioticne ¢f the
rtete i t:at wildch 1e loested ot Forticnld, Livingeton
ceunty, cicklgen. Ite recceri from the be:inning has been
¢f un extrerely pructlico:l und progreesive neature. Cc¢ wuch
£0, in faot, that it nttractad tie interest of tvo succees-
ful businees men, J. Fobert Cr.ur2 of 7Tlevelond . nd
H. A. Trexeine c¢f ¥ew Vork Tity, the firet c¢f vhcm rue
bern «nd grew to menhcod in thlas neighberhtood. The lstter
Lecase ¢ brother-in-law ¢of 'r. Trcusets futier rnl war &
fre.uent visiter tc the community.

“r. “rrure centipued to uwsintain sni oncrate the cli
farm estate of €40 scres 2n? e£tlll roteing a2 summer herne
at ti:at nlece. The firet suserintoniant of the cen-sol-
13ated tcheocl =as uleoc s nntive of A noardy neighhertcod
tnl the f:z:illiee huve rmony experiecnces in comon. This
fu, crintendent st tie eypirnticn of a ruccesrful nine
y:cr tenure of rervice in thie gcbecl tiecurne nrecsident
cf the Forrie Institute'at Fig Rs-wids, ¥ichig=n.

Turing this merici thes» bucines= men took wcre th'n
# peecive interest in the elucotionsl progrem =nd ezctivities

of the Eartiand schocl. Im 1027 they begmn to give finan-
ci21 rcecgnition ts the eciicol »ni coxnunity, firet in the

form of a “13,6C0 1library anld an =ijoinlngz reven ocore

(R » 4
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tract for oark purvoses, followed by cert=in founiztlions
whilch they created for the eschocl znd comwmunity. The
firet of theese is known as "The Hartlend Cchool Foundation®
end consists of ?50,000 in the hande of the Cleveloni
Truet Company, 8CY ¢f the incowe of widch ie btelng used
for the benefit cf the Hartlend echool. Tiae remslning
2C? of the snnual income is being sdled escn ycar to the
rrincipal rum snd will continue to orerste in that way
until it becomes $1,000,000, sfter which tize th= entire
income tucreof shsll mocrus to the neads of the school.

A %1C,00C founiailon Lre bLeen ret aride fcr the
Yethodist church 2t liartland, the income belnz divided
ar In the echool foundation until the »nrincipsl Rum
shall rcach $400,000 after wnich time the entire incoms
ehzll be utilized by thz church suthiorities for the pro-
motion of its Christinn sterardehip.

Trhe third foundation, dietinsulshed from the first
by a elight change in spelling, i=s called "The %esrtland
Foundation". It wnas created with deposits bty ¥r. Crouse
of 2100,000 with the Crznd Penida Truest Comrany. An
edéiticnsl 100,000 to ~up-lement thie fund is Deing nale
available by ¥r. Crouse in hie will. Krr. H. A. Trezsine
hes zade 2 reimilar vrovielon for %210G,000. This fcundation

aleo onerates on the 8CY¥ to 2CT baele until the agereyate
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srount becomes 210,CCC,0CC. f8 scom a3 the uanull income
receies 205,070 a trust fund ie to be ercuted for cther
cdjoinin: eciocla sliliar to t.e cue at Fartlond.

The fuutth gift 1e the fura of €4l seres in tne nusndis
of ire Crind Fuylds Trust Couwpony to be used for reiiglous,
cduciticonal, or spricultursl pur.occes in tie Fuartlend erea
nlcayg the alner ¢f recesral engincering devcloprzent amd
otsrutico.

£ fow ponthe upo ¥ro J. Fobert Crouce sug:eeted to
the fupceriantensent of Fublic lnstructlion that Le would
ilsv toc cnidiet the crorersticon of the gtate elucational
generteent in the developuzent for the Hart.iani echocle of
the vcet forvsrd-iooling curriculuz in rurel educsticn in
the United Ctstes. Ee etated thet he wnuld be dispored
to conrider Jiving #ny financlel sseistance neaded in
escess of tust which tee lee-l eciocl dietrict »ould
naturzlly be ernected to pey in order te inausurste
ruch u program ¢f coursee »ni provide housling and
cth:ir ¢rsentlel facllitiee to ersure the esucezss of
the project. Tie Supncrictenlent of Fubile Instructicn
arnpointed s srecinl cownitiee consigting of the Feud of
the Tducationsl Tepsrtient of ¥lculgan Itste Colleye, the
Ferd of the Rural Fiucatinn Tepartzent of ¥ichiinn “tote
Yore=1 7cllege, tnd the Ftrte “unervisor of the Pural apri-

cultur:l “chools of tichki.zn. Thz2y ¢re =orking =ith the
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Hwrticnd eonerintanicnt of schocla ~ad cther Interaeted
per-one in ‘tha prowoting of tiias wcrk. In “aotsmber of
1:30 the comzittee in cornuny =ith the “tate Sanerintenient
of Fuoviiec luestructicon =nd the St«te Tuperintandent ¢f Fural
Educuaticn axi2 a casuzl survey of the districet =nd the
nel,uboring school districte =ni held 8 confcrence zat
Eartiuni to coneglder &« 3efinite area from v:1ch the ccem-
aittee weuld relect s group of Metricts includling the
Frrtirnd coneclidatel eniicol that wculd ccnetitute the
¢0=-ci-iled Hartlisnd freca. 1t xac hored that the arcup cf
schools :ight kzve u populution cf et least 6CC children.

Freiaratory to tials stuiy a 1 rpe ﬁap wae rrenared
c¢f tae territery including the echocl diatriots of Teer-
fleld, lceolu, Genoa, Tyrcne, Hertlend, snd Prighton
townrhips cf Livin.ston county =nd Hi hland township of
Caklsad couaty. Tois feras the basls for & more thorough
educs tional =nd sociologliczl erurvey in orier that it may
ba deterzined approxixutaly how asuct snd #hat portions
of tils .recup cf tomnrulpe 2houid Z:ve thelr elucetional
intercete Centered at isrtiand and receive tha2ir high
gchocl zavuniages =t that place.

. cuestionnaire wat prevared wnd pluced in the hande
of i.igh sencel stuijente to coliect definite faots and

genersl information concerning the grenter portion of the
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grea. Thls Wita (tue eed in detarzinlng the rae.urces of
the comrzunity &5 »cll ae ita Integreting znd cdlelntegrating
fcrcea. It was found tnet tue banking, generil nerchen-
dirfin,,, cud grocery sresa overi=zo sod thet B gZrocery sreas v |

=r¢ the cnliy type centerding st Portleund., A lorpe percentas,s

of the furie zre ceccupied by the c¢-nere snd the ceriod of

ccrupnncy sgecrs to e ¢ comtarstivaly long cne. “everal
cnurchas are eseettired about tha eres smong which are tro
Zetholic chiurches, 2 “etheodlist ciurch &t Pertlond, nd &
Froo rethcdist chureh in Tyrone to=nsblp.
The land 1e falrly wcll =dunted to yencrsl fa=rming
purpcees althouphk ite tomcgraniiy I8 of a breoken, eilghtly
billy unnzture. Tairying secma to he the dominmnt agricul- |
turnl intereet zni under wormsl eoniitione thesz formers |
1
era cuite prosrerous. Tha pecple wre moetly nativs bern i
nad are culte thrifty rend incdustricus. 1
The etuldy 1s belng coantinued in erier tLat the com- 1
rittze wry be creparsgd to toke fnto considoraticn the i
econcmic, sociologicul »nd educ:tionzl fuctors involved.
They can thus zore intelli:ently formulate a nucleua fory
& curricuvlum ti:at ebull evolve &nil g2rve the educ- ti nal
necis of the ecommunity. It xas felt that 1t chould be a
growing curriculum »iich weould be gradunlly developed
=ithin the srea. The committee recowmended as an initlsl
step to tnls development a Yelping Teacher Fervice. After

siving the wattcr cereful coneideration and cornrultation
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witn =ome 0f ihe leuding elucutionul lzalers ¢f trls
country, Mr. Crouse scoented th2 reccwnend: tion ¢ni
errznged for n thrzse yesr tspure cf tiides -~orviece rtoart- ~
ing in CTeptesuber, 1931, A ¢croup cof t=zlve lletricte
have cgrecd Lo cecoperate,

It 12 the ¢eslre of Vr. “roure that tiere sholl be
ori.inated a plan wmncreby toe seven cardianl edunational
oujectives moy functicn in tre lar;eet poasaidle wuy in
the cowsunity. To these ha #ould eleo udd villa,e
pl=aning, srchitecture, landccupe desigring, fnvectization
uné ectablilishment of industries supplerentory to sgriculture,
comwunity welfzre fund fer charities, snld perhops ctlera
ttat n»v e:zeet thexrclver in the future. 21l of the
tbove incluling tha educitionsl cLjectives Le hopee may te
rendered continucuely effective in the future Ty m2uns of
finznecicl foundiitlon shich he would create.

*ith a euitzble rrosram of courses opnortunity for
the ri .t kinlds of contecte, pzrtioipation, nd evsoeurcs
it is belicved tiat the children of Y:rtland end vicianlty
will be siven a chance to rt lzest snorosch ceracity
efficiency. They w111 h:ve s rich herituje and cin trznemit
to posterity thosce tihinzs thut urs esscnticl to the envich-

rent cof humsn life.
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T story of the Porry ¢ oaty avea «-uld not te
cneplete rithout ocngnizence tein, - iven to the wiy in
¥hilch Yr. . K. Fellogs'e interect wze attructed to the
rurzl s ricuitursl scicel coviacat. It crme se tre
aftr-eth Lo an election in Yore townehlip, ¥Yelerorzog
county, for the purpose cf crginlzing o to~nc-hip echoel
gistrict. Tae clsction vap lost Ly n rujority of fifteen
votes.

Tince the v. K. ¥Fellogy ferm rond bird eanctuary s
loceted in rhLedt ot tunt %ime nas known as district So. 3
of Foe: toxnchip, th2 repert of th2 recult of the election
czuced him tc mecitsate on eliat might be ccus to isvrove
tae loczl rcroeldl contiticng. His firet thou:ht wys to en-
courage 4 bulliling pregrem for that “letrict. Consecusntly
ve offered t: matckh 12,070 =ith & like cmonnt to be rrimed
by a2 bound isrue in the dietrict for the purpere of rroviding
a fine two-rocw Tuliding incluiing np nuiitorium for the
negigsblorhiood. The locwl schcel berrd cowllad &2 tweni 2iaction
for the wbove sentloneld arncunt. Tefsre the time of the
eiectlca Kr. ¥ellogg'e Yiene had boeen diverted to a larcer
educaticennl program. The rosult sae that Lz nffered to
zateh $30,000 zith a like emcunt toward builling = new
consnliiiatsd scioel bullding for s sroun of primary eohcel

Sistricte. Ceven Zietricts sccepted the chillenge and

!
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cryanized tuemselves into 8 rurel egricultursl cchocl
district. Inestcad of wetching the smocunt offered ttey
Londed tke district for £6C,000 fer builiding purposze.
This encourz:ed ¥r. Kellogg =he incre=esed his =prropri-
etion to 230,000 :nd a %£20,000 buildinz was erested.

"Len echocl opered the folliawins “enterver ths chil-
édren of the entire =res »ere nermitted to enroll at the
new schcol. Transportaztion wee maie available to those
vho lived nmore then a mile from the consclidated school
building. The initial enrclleent wss 206 winlch incrzased
during the y=2ar ending June, 1831, to 243. 1In place cf
only eight grades of work as previcusly obtsined in eix
of the primary districts and ten prades in the other a
twelve grade accredited schiocl premmtly m:terialirzed.

Mr. Kellogg continued hias inteiest in this ecricol &eni
manifested it by contributing towerd the coet of the
buqsee)by providing s modern teechera.e for the [rsde
and hi¢h rchocl teachers &nd in cther substantial vays.

Ee eoon diecovered ttat esuch en institution hes its
fruitape in & better rurel life. Lt the expirztion of the
gecond y=3r Mr. Xelleogg sent werd to tlhie office of the
Superintendent of Pub i¢ Instructicn tlat Le wa= ready to

invest %100,0C0 more in helping to build three additional

echools. FHis firet th,, n¢ »as th-t tuey mizht be dis-
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triputed ebeut the viste «ith 2oceivly one cf teem locsted
ut Clethem in Alyer county - nd snother in 221lloun county.
fhortly «witer this uni before the lociticne h:d bsean
tefiniiely flzxed he concciveld the 12-a of u wsore compicte
prosram inciuding hralth elucs tion, hexlth supirvicion
2nd gonersl ohild weifure for o croup of suoh sci.ools.

*1ith ti:ds 13 a in =ind Lo esteblished the ~. R. ¥ellogg
Foun ‘xticn +itn an initisl sum of "1,CC0,000 .ni placed 4t
in cu=r.¢ of s=ven wen who conrtitute the Poird of Tircctors.
i3 raued that an krea be cclscted acar the oresent
». ¥. Kellogg echcol in »iich the 210C,0N0 wi ht Le expendied
under ta=ir Sdirecticon to help Luild the thrad schools.

Tiila Farrl of Tirectera »ith teo zctlive nadbeore in
currge were Jrected 10 finwnce & tluorough-yuing Leszlth
progrem in cenjuncticn *ith régulsr locel, crunty und einte
scenclies for tilm grcup of senoule sad otler nrurhy rural
vericudturzl relccle. [urry county seiz2rtzd snd the
crounizaticn sork wag et.rted. They exuect to exicnd the
tdvantugen of the eupplewahtary h-+1th sork to tho entire
county &- »t.il ¢s the urumcnt 2. X, Fellegg echocl, the
“coclend eci.ocol, :nl the city of Yietinge., ™ith tiils
thouy bt in alnd a rural pricultursl eciccl hLue becn estub-
lirhed st s1d°leville for ThoTruapnle township inciuiing

come pcrticne of t+o or thire bijcining to-nchips ~nid
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e cther ig in the 'reonerr of orgociention for =oororicnitely
taenty -Tizary Jletriets fcor the Teilon-Trulirieviiis por-
ticn o€ the ~cunty. It ie cxoa»cted thet ~ ecicol of this
tvpa *ill be ertadbliiehed st “orhville wnd pc:-ibly one or
t=o ctlers in the ccunty. In s'iition to this & leglsls-
tive enucteent ~ae reczured during the ressicn of 1821 wihich
m=xea 1t wourrible for other tosn-hipe lwcediately aljacent
to Faetinga nd exicting rural esricultursl cochosle to tske
cdvintage of the coprortunity. They can or<anire themrslves
into townchip dlstricts. Then on onetitinn ¢of the cchocl
cizasteras [or thae estnblighaucnt of o rursl agricuitursl
schonl in iieu of dolng so Jdetariinz by resclution to pery
tne wuition =nd orovlide transporteticn for any or «#l1ll graies
to adjolining sohools in *:leh the r2oulred vocostionzl train-
ing 18 walde evailatle. Vacn this is Jone the rtite is re-
cuired to contribute 2470 ser venicle tovard the cost of
translortstion, I8 ie exneated Virt the Licalth nrogram
thug wnde svesleble to tiils area »ill be the wuost complete
in th2 UValted Ttates., Tag zaassemeat of tue ¥Youniuticn hee
investig=ted practiorlly every cormunity in the entire country
in vlich cuch =crk $a8 being done and hope to proTit by the ex-
puerience of ¢tucra =nd cater to evary phy<ic:l :ni haslth reed
cf the enlld thet im not ather-ise being ferved vy existing
ugencies. It is undcretood that if the practicebllity end
success of tle program 18 sscured ¥r. ¥Yellogg exrcects to =ad

eeveral ulilion dollars to the Feouni:tion funi in crier to
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mzse 1t sermrnacat rnl were 1t poesibi: for tiie ecervice to
be extecndeld to cther rurvci sectiocns of thiz country. It
ie fz1t thst eunpiementing the usunl rur:zl agricultural
tchood oro.rma in thls way will tend to care such districts
the woat attructive in ~nich to live, ralateln = howe, cad
rear o fh.aily. Rural 1iie wlll tnus beccwe moras c¢oaplete,
reramunitnt, and eatiefactory.

In 1937 dz.acdlately following the Hath dlexeter of
Clinton ¢ unty ‘ecaslor J 28 Touiens usde un investurent
of $75,0CC for the purocsa of reloeteting tilat rurel
exriculturzl rchool pre.-ram. HS oot cnly reetored the
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