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STAT&.ExT OF THE PROSLE

The role of the fatler in relation to the clothing of the family
was selected for this study because the writer felt a widespread neglect
or indifference as to the masculine viewpoint concerning family clothing.
keason for this seeming oversight may be that educationzl programs in
clothing, whether pertaining to individual or family clothing, have been
planned and taught by women and for the main part have been limited to
feminine participators, Evidence of this will pe found in school curricula
and programs of Federal agencies such as the Agricultural Extension
Service., The result has been greater emphasis on clothing for women with
minimum emphasis on men's attitudes, preferences or interest in clothing.

Evidence of the chenging concept of clothing, its meaning and use,
is indicated by an awakening interest in clothing on the part of men,
They are more articulate in complaints, quality differences, interest
in new fabrics and the asethetic aspects of their own clothing. Social
chenge resulting from recent wars have brought about new practices in
the home, Husbands are participating in homemaking activities to compen-
sate for time spent by the wife working outside the home. As men's
contacts with family clothing problems have increased, so has their
interest and contributions.

That men and boys function in family cleothing practices can hardly
be refuted for they too, are the wearers of clothing 2s well as members

of the family group. In fact Linton states that:



¥embership in the unit [family] entails upon the individual

specific rights and cduties with recard to other members and

also a series of ratuer clearly defined attitudes.l
Considering the sociological implications of the above statement this
undeveloped area of the ways and the extent in which the masculine
members function or influence family clothing behavior seems worthy of
consideration,

The father wes the member of the family selected for this study
because as a parent his role is well defined and his position in the
family is one of significant influence. The term "role" refers to the
actual performance of his function as husband and parent. Thus tlie
present study was designed to investigate the character anda extent of
his interest and participation in the area of family clothing.

The specific objectives may ve stated as follows:

1. To determine the father's attitude with reference to financing

family clothing expenditures.

2. To become acquainted with his actual participation in the cloth-

ing activities of the family such as planning, buying and care,

3. To determine to what extent he influenced the clothing prac-

tices of family members regarding clothes worn and purchases
made,

L, To learn his attitude toward practices of family members in

terms of their planning, purchasing, care and use of clothing.

1 Ralph Linton, The Study of Man, Wew York: D, Appleton-Century
Co., p. 152, 1330.




5. To become acquainted with his awareness regarding the

social value clothing has for himself and his family.

6. To determine to what extent he is awere of the reactions

members of his family have toward his personal clothing as
well as his own reactions,

In objectives one through five the reactions are directed from the
father toward the incdividual family menbers or the family as a unit.
Only objective six inguired into the rcactions on the part of family
members toward the father., 1In either case the role of the father is
established according to his interpretation.

Inasmuch as the writer of this study is an extension clothing
specialist, the farm fenily was selected as the medium for investigation,
Exploratory work of this nature could contribute to a better understand-

ing of the clothing problems of rural families,



HIVIeW OF LiTzEATunw

f£s there arc no specific research projecis reported in literature
on the father's role in the area of family clothing this revicw will
deal witi: the interaction of socio-psychological factors as evidenced ty
the fatiier's role in relation to clothing the family and with tle
definition of terms,

In defirning the term "role", autiiors of social studiesT are in
general apreement that it repressnts the dymanic aspect of a status,
Status, in turn, is cefinea as a position in a particular pattern
accomparied vy rights and cuties,

To clerify confusion which hLas developed pertaining to the usc of
the word "role" Walter Coutu (10) makes a distinction bLetween role-nlaying
and role-taking, rRole-playing refers to performing the functions of the
role, It involves behavior, performance, conduct, overt behavior. hole-
playing is a strictly sociological concept in which one does not pretend
anything, is not related to social distance, and means acting like
oneself, kole=tzking, on the other hand, refers to mentel or cognitive
cr empathic activity, and is a strictly psychwlogical concept in which
one pretends he is another person., It is sipgnificantly ana necessarily
related to social cistance, In this study tne uss of the word "role"

refers to role-playing on the part of the fatlier,

- 1 ralph Linton, op. cit., p. llb;_w. F., Goburn,.Sociolng, Cembridge,
hass.: The idverside kress, 1540, p. 307. Joln Gillin, 1 .¢ .a;s of :en,
uew York: Appleton-Centuriy-Crofts, Inc, 17LE, p. 3LL.




The family unit as used in this study conforms to the definition
given by Burgess and Locke (9).

A group of persons united by the ties of marriage, blood,
or adoption; constituting a single household; interacting
and communicating with each other in their respective
roles of husband and wife, mother and father, son and
daughter, orother and sister; and creating and maintain-
ing a common culture .l

A numoer of statements made by F. H, Allen in an article on the
"Dynamics of Holes as Determined in the Structure of the Family" (1)
are considered of significant importance to quote. The family structure
is

. . . the indispensable unit of all social organization
throughout the history of man, The family gains this
dynamic significance for human nature because, in its
functioning, a setting is provided for the definition
and conservation of humen differences given objective
form in the different but related roles of father-mother-
child, the basic roles in any culture.

. o o . e o o o . ® e o e o o e ° o o o o o o o o o o o

koles had a more fixed status in primitive cultures.

. . . The modern parent hLas more freedom to define lLis

own way of living the role, Consequently he gains a

different feeling of responsioility and of individual

ovnership for wiat is achieved.

Similarily Burgess and Locke state that familial roles are almost
inevitable in a state of flux in a changing and culturally heterogeneous

society such as our modern American society. Thus many time-nonored roles

have been made obsolete.3

1 E, W, Burgess and H, J. Locke, The Family, New York: American
Book Co., 1945, p. €.

2 F, H., Allen, "Dynemics of holes as Determined in the Structure of
the Family", imerican Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 12: 19L2, pp. 127-¢€,

3 E, W, Burgess and h. J., op. cit., p. 515.



The father's role in the Lmerican family, according to Geoffrey
Gorer, (19) has been one of rejected authority ever since the birth of
the nation. The more successful the immigrant father was in turning
his chilaren into Americans, the less important he became as a model and
guide, However, the immigrant mother was not rejected, so she became
the dominant parent in the family,

Data resulting from a study made by the Research Bureau of America
(1L) of both male and female college students investigating the influence
of the family, school and church upon the child, re-enforces Gorer's
viewpoint about parental authority. Fifty-seven percent of the group
interviewed stated their mothers had more to say about their upbringing,
wiiercas only twenty-seven percent indicated that the father had more to
say than the mother. Fourteen percent divided parental autliority equally
vetween father and mother, liearly one-helf of the children who came
from motlier-dominated families expressed the wish that their father have
more authority; whereas almost none of the children from homes where
the father's authority outweished that of the mother, expressed desire
for a change, The adolescent seemingly wants the father to regain some
of his lost status.

That "little is known about what fathers usually do for their
children in the home"' was the conclusion Peerl Gardner reached after

surveying literature on "fatherhood", She made this survey preparatory

1 Pearl L, Gardner, "A Survey of the Attitudes and Activities of
Fathers", Pedazozical Seminary and Journal of Genetic Psychology, 63:

1943, p. 17.




to two studies dealing with father-child relationships. In the first
study (1¢) three huncred fathers were interviewed for the purposz of
investigating the nature of their various activities and attitudes in
relation to their parental duties in ths home. Results shiowed the father-
hood pattern to be

one in which material provision was taken for granted,

companionshiip ana understancing were erphasized, discipline

anc obedience were decreasing in importance, and character

traits were important but not evaluated,
Three findirgs of Gardner's study bear a relationship to this study.
She found fathsrs were rslatively impartial in their affections. Forty-
eight psrcent teased their chilcdren in rether unwholesome ways two-ilirds
of the time. LEleven percent performea routine activities in dressing
and uncressing the children,

Tiie second study by Gardner (17) dealt with parental attitudes
from the stancpoint of the children. £ quecstionnaire was given tlree
hundred eizhty-eight chilcren in the fifth and sixth gradss. Hhesults
showed thet both boys and girls "dislikad tlie same things in their father,
namely punishment, general irritanility, poor adjustment with tihie mother,
and absence from home," They "cdesired similar things, such as an allowance,
more monegy, more freedom to play and go to shows, and more conversation
with father."2 In regard to the father's teasing, the girls objected

somewhat less than the boys: due, in part, to the fact that for the girls

1 Ibid., p. 30.

2 Pearl L, Gardner, "in finalysis of Children's Attitudes Towards
Fathers", Pedagogical Serinary and Journal of Genetic Psycholo,y, 70:
1947, p. 20,




his teasing was more often a way of showing affection, In thz case of
services chilaren often requirsd of their parents, the fathier was pre-
ferred for fixing a broken toy and as a source of money,

Two trends in family ritual of interest to the present study were
shown by Bessard and 301l (3) in their comparison of autoviozraphics of
individuels living vetween 1£00-1917 and university students born since

1917, These autobiographies show family present-giving has incrzased

P

numzrically and in formality. Father-child appointments were developing

>

into & ritualistic schedulz, O5oth are seen emerzing as a result of tle

decrease in the amount of times family members are at home together,

Tlhie role of clotuinz in family relationships was studied oy Mrs

Sernice King (23). Four ccneralizations have a bearing on this stuay.

my

Ti.ey are quoted velow:

The role of clotiiing for the individual is affected by o*s's
garly eavironment and training and chilchood e_Ferﬂpnc
frequontly alfecting the practices anc atvitucss of pn‘bl vS
in dealing with their children,

(.,

The riglits and privileces in the free choice of their own
clothing withiout parental interfercace is a significant
factor in parent and child relationslips, but siznilicantly
rore importent for the teen-zge parent relationship,

L pattern of fear of ridicule and shams reflected i
ing standerds and concept of adeguacy is consistent thrcusgh
all secx anc age groups,

Clothing as such is not so much a cause of fanily controversy
as an expression of a more fundcamental maladjusbment,

e nole of Clothin:s in Family Xe-
ilies",  Unpublistied i, £, Thesis

l Sornice King, Wi Study of th
ationsl:ips in TWCDUJ—flV“ Sele t2d Fa
tichigan State College: p. 190 )

b



Dr, George W, Hartman (21) of Columoia University hes sa2id tnat
no one can gquestion that clothing has been, is, and presurably always
will be voth a prominent personal problem anc a major social issue. ke
also feels that clothing behavior is a ncilected vut permansnt part of
educatioral ana social psycholozy,

hs early as 1917 Dr. George Van licss Dearborn (11) likewise empha-

the psycliological value of clothing in these words:

(%]
He
(%]
(¢
(o

. . . onels clothes are one of the important thinzs that
intervsnes obetween the individual personality and his en-
vironment, and ., . . life itsclf in a sense is a reaction
of an individuel to his erviromment .l

Th2 relation of clothing to on2!s enviromment unas bteen furtler
developed in an artizls by Ernst larms (20). ie states:

When we consider the human being in this cultural world . . .
tis dress is not only the one [cultural form] which is
pliysically closest to him but also that which most immediately
and most intimately expresses lids relation to his environment.

It is on [the psychio-sociological level] that the individual
makes use of dress in order to fit into his environment,

. . . emotion plays its part in the process of adjustiment, by
which the dress is desimned to suit the environment and the
individual, And the intellect also participatzss, to direct
the actual choice of what is correct for given circumstances,

In her study on social participation Dorothy Dickins (12) has
referred to cloti:iing as a type of consumert's goods which is not primarily

used for "physical welfare" but ratier "psycho-social welfare", She hes

1 George V, i, Dearvorn, "The Fsycholozy of Clothing", Psychioloszical
tionograpl. o, 112, Frincston, o, Y, and Lancaster, Pa,: Psycl.ological
. ST
nevicw Co,, 1910, p. L.

2 Ernst harns, "The Psychology of Clothes"™, fmerican Journal of
Sociolooy, Lliz 1930, p. 239.

3 Tbid., p. 2L7.
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suggested that social participation be used as a criterion for determin-
ing scientific minimum standards in clothing. In another articls (13)

she further states that clotiing is important in the level of living of

a family because one of the main rsasons given by low-income families for
not attending club meetings, church and the like is not having appropriate
clotiiing., Young girls in the low income families suffer especially from
clothiny considered inferior by onel's associates,

The above illustrates that part of the "Theory of the Leisure Class"
advanced by Veblen (32) in which he statcs that "the serviceability of
consumption as a means of repute, as well as the insistence on it as an
element of decency; i1s at its best in those portions of the community
where the human contact of tlie individual is widest and thie mobility of
thie population is greatest." He refers directly to the clothing of rural
people in stating "so it comes, that the imerican farmer and Lis wife and
daughiters are notoriously less modish in their dress, as well as less
urban in their manners, than the city artisan's family with an equal
income."1

Studies by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (7,6) show that the
pattern of family spending for clothing is higher in farm families up to
about the seventesn hundred dollar income level at which point they were
equaled and at high levels surpassed by the corresponding expencditures

of non-farm families,

1 T, Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class. new York: The
Fodern Library, 1934, p. (7.
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Studies of family clothing supplies made by the Bureau of®human
futrition and Home Economics in 1946-50 (5,6) showed a comparison of the
clothing owned and purchascd by urban and farm families, The wardrobe
of the rural husovand and wife was less than that of the city husovand and
wife, probadbly oecauss of the lower incomes of farm families and of
difference in type of occupation. City men ownad half again as much
clothing as the farm men, and city women owned nearly fifty percent
more clothing than the farm women, Likewise farm families purchase less
clothing during a year than the city families. Farm husbands purchased
one-fourth less; farm wives, one-third less; and farm boys and girls
purciiased one-fifth less than their city counterparts. Farm families also
pouzht less expensive clothing tnan did the city families., Farm husbands
paid prices about eighty-two percent as high as those paid by city
husbands, Their wives paid prices only about seventy percent as high as
those paid by city wives. There was less difference between the prices
paid for rural and urban children's clothing than the difference between

hose paid by farm and city families for adult clothing,

In the book "America's iieeds and ktesources" Dewhurst and Associates
(33) give tlie following reasons in accounting for lower clothing expendi-
tures in rural communities: (a) the different and chieaper type of
clotling required for work on farms; (b) the generally lower incomes levels
of farms; (c) the result of more hLome sewing in farm houseliolds; (d) less
competitive spending in farm communities; and (e) the saving patterns of

farm familis=ss.
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That the difference in fashionableness of clothing in rural and
urban communities is decreasing has been commented upon oy E, Sapir
and Helen Everett Meiklejohn, Sapir (30) states that were it not "for
the necessity of exploiting accumulated stocks of goods these fashions
would penetrate into the remotest corners of rural America even more
rapidly than is the case."l leiklejohn (27) says that no longer can
"slightly outmoded goods be disposed of in the small towns and villages
as advantageously as formerly, The country cousin, the subject of mirth
in our mother's generation, has become almost indistinguishable from her
city relatives."2

Inasmuch as the father's part in family clothing deals with the
various family members it was deemed advisable to include a brief review
of the major clothing studies pertaining to tiie psychological and socio-
logical meaning clothing has to individual members of the family,

Jd. C, Flugel conducted his study "On the Kental Attitude of Present
Day Clothes" (15) by use of guestionnaire in comnection with a British
broadcasting program, Answers from fifty-five men and seventy-seven
women showed a greater dissatisfaction with men's clothing than women's
in respect to excessive weignt and amplitude, to greater bodily restric-
tion and to the relatively colorlessness of the garb, A distinct majority
were opposed to a uniform as national dress and favored work clothes

being attractive,

1 E, Sapir. "Fashion", &Encyclopedia of tha Social Sciences.
1931, p. 1L3.

2 Helen Everett Heiklejohn, Section VI, "Dresses--The Impact of
Fashion on a susiness", Walton Hamilton and Associates, Editors. Price
and Price Policies. iew York: icGraw-iiill Book Co., 1938, p. 325.

6
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A companion study was made by Eva lMacaulay (26) on the attitudes
of children toward dress. One hundred twenty-two girls and one hLundred
eighty-three boys between the ages of six and fifteen years were asked
three subjective questions, Their answers regarding party clothes re-
vegled that the desire for brilliantly colored and highly ornated garments
decreased with increasing years, and design became more important, Among
young adolescents the wish to display the body was in conf%ict with their
sense of modesty., For everyday wear the younger childrep suzgested
clothes that would not show dirt, and those over cleven years of age sug-
gested bright and cheerful~looking clothes. Strong dislikes were ex-
pressed for stiff and unyielding clothes, and woolens that scratch,
tickle and are too hot.

The clothing study made by Elizabeth Hurlock (22) was devised to
find tihe motives which guided people in their subjection to fashion and
its chlenges, One thousand four hundred fifty-two individuals in high
schools and colleges answered the questionnaire, Findings which directly
or indirectly relate to the present study are: (a) ilore people dress
for their own sex or both sexes than for the opposite sex alone, (b) Adol-
escents dressed to please their own sex, while adults wanted to please
both. (c) Adolescencz proved to be the period of life in which clothes
assuie greatest importance, (d) To the majority dress is not ussd as a
symbol of the financial status of the wearer nor is fashion followsd so
as to appear equal to those of high status, or to give the impression that
they are people of leisure. (c) Becomingness of colors is more important

to women while for men usefulness and cost are considerably more dominate,



1k

(f) Both select their clothiing to urinz out their best features, but
twice as many women as men use clothing to cover certain defects,

(g) The desire for novelty was the most important motive in bringing
avout change in fasidion, (L) Girls wanted to avoid criticism and boys
wanted to avoid appsarance of poverty, (i) The presence of friends or
strangers is necessary to stimilate an interest in one's appearance.

For boys and girls, friends proved to be more influential; and strangers,
for men and women,

Activity of fashion choice was the focus of attention for the
clothing study made by Estelle DeYoung Barr (2). She gave her question-
naire to a group of three hundred fifty-four college students, dress-
makers, costume designers and adults not technically interested in
clothing., Results showed conformity to the dress of the group to be the
most cormon and universal motive, Desire to bz beautiful was closecly
related. Comfort was likewise considered very important, whereas less
importance was given to the desire to express personality. A negative
attitude was expressed toward dressing to appear properous,

Silverman's study (31) was d2vised to find out what high school
girls think about clothinz and appearance. As the age range coincides
with the "teen-age girl" stipulation in the composition of the family in
tuis study findings are of spzcial interest. Kesults are based on tiiree
hundred seventy-tiree guestionnaires., Girls, regardlzss of whether they
are twelve or eighteen years of age, attach considerable significance to
clothing and appearance, They are interested in what constitutes attrac-

tiveness and in finding out what is fashionzble, Appearance to them is



subject to change at tlie will of the indivicdual, Desire for approval

was a factor influencing their sslections. Items that did not allow

the girls to express individuality tended to bte rejected. Iliost of the

girls wanted their clothes to appeal to boys, to conform to their father's
taste, to represent a compromisz between their own and mother's preferences,
and to be approved by their friends,

There 1s a widespread notion that women buy most of men's clothes
and that the man who wears tliem has little to say about their selection,
The study "ien's Preferences Lmong Selected Clothing Items" (L) indicates
that only in the case of rcbes and pajamas do men select less than half of
the garments they wear. Men showed the highest degree of independgnce in
buying extra trousers. Almost four in five men said they selected these
garments tliemselves, Likewise three-~fourth of the men selected most of
their odusiness shirts., This latter {igure was somewhat less for men in
tlie rural north. KRegarding the purchase of socks, underwear and sport
shirts six in ten men made their own selections., This data is based on
2,500 interviews and represents the preferences of all men sixteen years

old and over in the United States.
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FTHUDS Aliu PrOCEDUsE

1Tz VIZy SCHeJULE

Thie personal interview was selected as the method for collecting
data as it was highly desirable to obtain the father's opinions in re-
spect to certain clothinz inquiries without his having discussed or
received suggestions from other family members, This method also insured
more accurate and adequates information, a better sampling of the general
population, and high percentage of returns,

In the construction of the interview scliedule three types of gques-
tions were used, The dichotomous gquestions were desizned to elicit a
response of M"yes" or "no", often to be followsd by an explanatory reason.
Open-end questions were employed to zive the respondent free latitude in
his responses and multiple chioice questions wsre ussd to express degrees
of opinions,

Ls this stucdy investizates a previously unexplored area of family
clothing it was deemed advisable to ootain an over-all view of the
father's role rather than to develop specific information within a more
limited scope. Thus the schedule was designed to incluce the various
farily functions as they are manifested in clothing vpehavior.

The father interacts with other family members in various roles in
whicii clothing plays a part. e may function in any or all of the follow=-
ing ways. He may provide the money, oe the purchaser or be a recipient

of clothing. Iie may assist with or counsel regarding clothing. iie may be
o y < [= < c)r
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a disciplinarian or teacher/trainer, £e functions both as an individual
user of clotiiing and as benefactor of his femily's clotuiing, The inter-
view schedule was planned to cover thesse roles as wall as to secures ex-
pression of his interest in and satisfactions resulting from these
interactions,

The schiedule composced of sixty-six gquestions related to family
clothing expenditurss, purcheses, care, home sewing, health-safety factors,
clothins gifts, the importance of fashion as well as social values of
clothes for himself and his family, Questions were designed to cover
sociolozical, psycholozical, physiological, economic and asethetic aspects
of clotling, Tihie arrangement of questions within the schedule followed
no obvious order, although tliose pertaininz to a particular phase were
cgrouped, wihen possible, to assure continuity of thinking. kase of transi-
tion was of paramount consideration in setting up the interview schedule,

The first threse questions were desiened to orient the father'!s
thinking toward family clothing. "Buying" was selected to introduce the
schedule as it was thouslit men would tave more concrete information re-
garding this phase of clothing. Inversely, questions which sought atti-
tudes were placed toward the end., Throughout, questions were asked which
pertained to his own clothing so that he would think of himself as a
member of the family group.

The interview schedule underwent two revisions. Four initial pre-
test interviews yielced major revisions, A second pre-test included five
cases which yielded results dictating minor chenges in the schecdule,

Finally triree additional pre-test interviews using the revised schedule



demonstrated its adequacy, Eight of the twelve pre-test interviews
duplicated tie concitions stipulated in thne sampling. The schedule re-
juired an anticinzted twenty-five to thirty minutes to adiirister,

The thirty interviews for tlis study were sccuraed petwsen July 6-20,
1951, Following each interview thie resionses given were fully amplificd.
cefore procc=ding to the next interview., The interviews were made uuon
first contact only witl none secured by nrevious agpoirtment, The fathe

was interviewea alone excopt in iliree cascs wien small children were around

for part of tue tire,

CE 1L COulT L

aillscale Count, locatzd in the central section of ths lowcst tier
0oi southcrn counties in liichigan wes sa2lected for this study. Selection
was meds upon thie advisc of members of the Lepartment of Sociclo:y and
foriculturel mxtension Scrvice, Factors detcrmining tuls cholce were:

1. #izh rural population comrared to urcan,

2, Etinic ¢roup of carly Luierican stock,

3. Sufiicient numver of farms to insure adequate sampling.

L, Locztion within rundred wmile rzdius of zast Lensineo,
5. Previous surve,s concucted in tiie county by khichigan

State Collzge,

1

5. Count, consicered represent 1ife in
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soutiern wichizan,

Tie stipulations set-up for drawinz tie sample required that the

femily live on a farm, be actively enge ed in ferming, and earn at leest
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three-fourths of their income from this source. The composition of the

family woula consist of fathlier and mother residing in the home, a teen-

&

3
age son ana teen-age dsughter with a variable of thrce othner children,

Ti.e selection of families of this composition assured a sufficient

umver of years during wldch the fathers hzd nore or less estavlished

patterns of behavior rerarding family clothing needs and practices, It
also encoripassed the adolescent years of both a son and daughter, tle
periocd in wlich clothes assume their greatest importance to the inaividuail.

The school census provided the names of all rural families within
the county, their addresses, family size, and age and sex of the cnildren,
L county-wide directory furnished information regardingz the fatler's
occupation, Zoth sources were used in conjunction for listirng families
meeting tune sample requirements, £As the 1951 schiool census was nearing
corpletion at tlie time the sampling wes dreawn, the recoras were checked
as the completed township reports came into the office of the County
Superintendent of Schiools. Any case discrupancies were chiecked in the
County bExtension Office, the Office of County Treasurer and county insurance
compary. This procedure reduced to five tle number of families wihiich later
ad to ve eliminatecd vecause of incowmnlete or incorrect information,

One hurkired eighiteen cascs constituted tihe total number of families
in the county from wlich the thirty families wers to be szlected, Tippetti's
numoers, a standard instrument for drawing @& random sampling was used to
make the selection, Usz of tue tautle necessitates tiiat the population be
known and nwibered, £4s a case nuaver, 1 to 11¢ for this study, appeared

in the first three digits of the five diglt numbers in tle tavle tlLat
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case would be used in ti.e samplinz, For example the first five useable

numers as they appeered in the table were 007L3, OUiLs, 02769, 02033

and C3271; meaning firsv interview wes family numver 67, second, nurver
t&, etc, TlLis procsdure was followed until the required numuver of inter-
views were ovtainred,

Inasmuch as the information provided did not indaicate the portion
of tle income earned from farming it was recognized tlhere would ve further
elimination, Twenty-nine such contacts made could not be used for the
following reasons; fifteen lived on farms but were not engaged in farming;
five Lad supplementary incomes; and the others had either moved or the
Lome had recently been broken uy divorce, desertion or deatih of one

parent. Two refusals were encountered,
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Tihe initial questions in the interview schedule were designea to
orient the father's thinking towerd clothing provlems of tine family,

They sliowea awareness on his part to the fact that memiers of the family
varied in their desree of interest in clothes, NMore tlhought their
daughters had creater inftsrest and h2lf as meny incicated his wife,

Only two mentiorned his son as most interested in clothes.

In response to hLow Lie would spend a hypotihietical hundred dollars
for clothing his family, the majority indicated purchase of dresses and
shoes, When asked how he would spend this amcunt of nioney on clotlies
for himself the general response wzs to purchase a good outfit for dress
if he did not already have one, FHowever, tnoss who had a good outfit did
not wish additioral dress clothes., hegercless of dress clotihes, all
wanted a sufricient quantity of work clothes,

Fresentation of the main findings of tiis study feollows the sequence
of ovjectives as outlined in the statement of the provlem and includes a

type determination study of thie fatlier roles,

FIN£CING FaaiLY CLOTHILNG

Tlie fatliers?' attitudes concerning the financing of family clotning
expenditures are derived from questions 21-23, 27 and 28,

On the whole, clothing was considered a cash commodity, Twenty-seven
families paid for clothing by cash or check, Only three families used

charge accounts and a reluctance toward the use of chargze accounts was
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evident., Twenty-four fathers indicated money spent for clothing came

from a gerneral family fund and was made available to those family

mempoers who Wwere old enough to purchase clothing for themselves, In
sixteen cases family members asked the father for money, and in four he
was not asked, In one case either he or his wife was asked, Three did
not indicate how money for clothing expenditures was handled. o mention
was made of a general family fund in three families whiere the father

was asked for money for the purchase of clothing, One father both handled
the money and purchased tue clothing. Two wives were mentioned as supply-
ing the money for family clothing purchases; in one case the source was
perscnal income and in the other from earnings of poultry products., In
Lalf the families an individual member(s) purchased part of his clothing
from his own personal allowance or earnings.

The amount of money fatiers wished their families to spend for
clothing in relation to what they were currently spending would remain the
same for tweniy-one families, However, two different attitudes were ex-
pressed; fifteen indicating satisfaction and six tolerance of clothing
expenditures., Four indicatcd that they would prefer their families spend
less, but two gqualified their statement by adding "if not depriving them."
Four fathers wished their families could afford to spend more.

In response to the question concerning family records of clothing
expenditures, four fathers said records were kept, Tweniy-five answered
in the negative and one did not know. In the four families where records

were kept one knew the exact amount, one had a general idea while one did
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not krow, In the one family where the father kept the accounts, expendi-
tures for clothing had not been totaled,

In general, the pattern of behavior for financing family clothing
expenditures was a strongly expressed feeling that clothing purchases be
paid for with cash, that the money used for clothing purchases belonged
to the entire family and that total expenditures should not be reduced.
Fatliers neither assisted in meking decisions nor knew the total expendi-
tures for family clothing, This lack of participation on the part of

fathers plus their apparent satisfied attitude toward financing family

clothing needs reflects the finding of Pearl Gardner (1€) in which "material

provision? was taken for granted.

PLETICIPATION IN FAMILY CLOTIHLWLG

Fathers!' participation in the clothing activities of the family

are expressed in questions L, 5, C-11, 37, 3€, L3 and L&,

Tiie four planning and purchasing activities shown in Tavle I indicate

a relatively low degrese of participation on the part of the fathers,
TiBLE I

PARTICIPATION I PLyLSING ALKD PUCH:.SING ACTIVITIZS

ics 1O Otlliers
Letivity hegularly  Occasionally
Consulted regarding purchases 5 12 12 1=
Shiopped with family memocrs 7 5 17 BE22
Lssumed responsibility for
purchasing - 9 21 -
Purchased on own initiative - 9 21 -

% Totally indifferent
#% Used to
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The scventeen fathers consulted about clothing purchases expressed
satisfaction with the extent to which they were consulted. The oc-
casional consultation regarding planning or purchase ordinarily concerned
infrequent purcneses and cost, or pertained to some specific item., Of
the twelve fatliers who were not consulted, orly one said he would like to
be, He said he would like to help in developing his family's taste in
clothing., FEeasons given for not wanting to ve consulted may be summarized
by their not wanting the responsibility or tuat they thought the re-
sponsibility oelonged to the wife or that they credited the individual
fariily members with knowing what they wanted,

Specific items of clothing most likely to be purchassd when the
fathers shopped with his family were dresses, suits, coats, and shoes,
However, items might ranze from a "oatling suit to shoes" as one fatler
expressed it,

The fathers who assumed no responsibility in buying clothing items
for the family said they would rather not.

The wife, daughter(s), and son(s) shared alike as recipients of
clothing items purchased by the father on hiis own initiative, In all
cases, he said that thz family was pleasad when he purchased and brought
clothes home for them., This activity showed fathers were impartial, as
did the study made by Pearl Garcner (14).

The majority of failiers hLad clothing needs of the family in mind as
they "window shiopped" and looked through mail order catalozues, From

five to thirteen fathers engaged in each of six other activitiss wnich
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expressed their interest in meeting family clothing needs, These activi-

ties are listed below in Tavle II.

TL3LE II

LCTIVITILS heleT=D 10 FALILY CLOTHIWG LpwDS

hetivity Numuer
of Fathers

Looked at clotling in mail order catalogucs 27
Wiindow shopped" 25
Listened to LH clothing demonstrations 13
Watched "clotliing ads™ in newspapers 11
Listened to clothing comments on the radio 9
Watclied style shows on television e
rnead newspaper/marazine articles on clothing 6
Attended LH style shows, but no other kind 5

% Seven homes had television

In both kind and frequency the father's participation in family

clotiing chores was limited (see Table III).

TAZLe III

PARTICIPATICN IN KOUT Iz ACTIVITILS

Activity Yes Ls 1o
azular-Sroguent-Occasioral  ieeded

hssisted with fanily laundry I Ly ¢ - 14

kepaired sewing machine - - - 1€ 12

UL
=
U
!
\Val

Hlelped dress, undress children 5
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Issistance in care of clothing, rclated to the family laundry.

"reular® assistance implied year around or assistance in the wintoer
montr.s, "frequent" help usually referred to emptying the wash water

. !

while "cccasional" indicated carrying ti

jont

e basket of wet clothes, reasons
given by the fathers for not helping more in the care of clothing varied
with such comments as ™too laz. M, "ths clildren help" or "have otler work
to do", £ second activity concerncd the repair and operation of the sew-
ing machine., Cleaning and oilin,;, renair of the electric cable or belt,
adjustment, and sgoneral overhauling were the jobs enumerated, In two
cases the fatlier had rebuilt the sewing machine, [alf of the husbtands
who did not repair thlie machine said Wthe wife does that", In most cases
help in dressing or undressing tie ciildren was necessarily retrospzctive,
Gererally speaiing, fethers gave as well as approved the praclice
of ziving clothing as gifts. Bizi:t gave noney for clotuing purcias:s,
Two gave meither nioney nor articlas of clotning, In one of these casss
ne exploined that this practice was not a famnily custom while in the otler
tlie comient wes ®™we earn our clotlies", The extent to which fetliers
parvicipatzd in selection of zifts varied wicely., In the twenti-eijhit
caszs five said they actuslly macde the selection while six assisted in
the selection, Ten indicatid they occasipnally s2lected the gift widle
five asked anotier person to male the selsction for him, Two did rot in-
dicate wio race the sclaction, L wide ran~c of clotihing items wWere se-
lectec as zifts; ramely zloves, scarrs, slips, ni;ht;owns, vatlhrooes,

dresses, sweatzrs, jackets, shirts, and sociks, Chlliren outnumbered wives

e&s recipients of Gifts by six to one, Eleven purchassd clotiwes as gifts



for totn his wife and chilarcn, The occasions for which clothing was
given vy the father were Christies ana oirtiideys or on betii occasions.

a1 . LRFTRN

Iis stucy who participated in zift-

ct

Ti.e hicli porcentage of fathsre in
clotliing is in conformence witn tie trend toward an increasc in family

ift-,ivinz as advanced by cossard and 501l (3).

£
o

I22LULLCw On 27w ILY CLOTiL G Fit CTICLS

Ti.e thiirt:

(l;

@

zn cuzstions desisgned to cetzrmins the father's influence
on farily clotiing practices Laves peen groupcd as (1) otjzctions,

(2) concern for, ()) suguestions rezarding (u) expresscea reaction to
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certain practices., Tiey rolate to sch.lil2 gu:istions T, 13-1Y, 29-35 and
51.

Oujections to clothes worn referred to a particular suyle, type
or color of garment, Thirteen fathers had no ovjection, Seven objected
but the clotiiing wes worn anyway, Ten oujoccltzd and their orjsciion wes
sushairced., General obLjections relerred to wearin; brizl clothes or to
color, and referrad to poth tnz wilels and daazhiters' clothes, Specific
objections indicated wearing clothes sucli as slacks or jeans whien sliovping.,
Two fatiers incicated state of repair or clzarness of tie clotliing or
unvecomingness as their otjections,

Concern w@s indicatud vy sevzntean fathiers in regard to clioice
and use of clothing as relatled to hiealth, Although adaquate protecction
in cold wecather wws tneir main concern, four also referred to "warm
weaviicr™ clotiiing anu two mentionzd siocs, Tioe twinty-cizlt wio insisted
chiliiren wear "rainy woabher cloohes™ whizn naeded; zave as reasons oller

thien hiealith "o protect! clotliing or Mprevent treciiin™ invo tie hLouss.
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Iwelve fatlers suowed conczrn In regard to safely, Eleven v

referred to the danger of bLoys wearing loosc or razied clothes arow:d

O

rachinery and one mentionzd color of clothing worn on the Li.lway, Seven
1

consiuerzd safely in relation to tieir own clotics, tut wid not inuizate

ti.e nead of proecaution for other members of tle family, Sixbzcen knew

of farm and honme accldents couswd Dy W nr Lhis wrong kind of cloties
ana fz2l1v t.udis fnct lLed bizlpeo them in greventing accliaznts,
The sugzestion that a family memuszr purchasce 2 now article of

clothing was made Uy twenty fathiers and in thrcee-fourths of tiesz familics

Lis su;;esvion wazs ususlly followzd, The tesn wiwo did not sugssst cloliiing
purchzs:s be nade gave as thelr reason tiat "family merbers knew wihav

tiey wanted cetter then hLe did" or " ou could not get alicad of them",
In nine cascs tiue fathers suggestsd that specific clothing pur-
te r

rned, Sevin vavz size and fit as tne reason; two, wien tue

(%]
w
EJ

hase

(@]
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rticle wes not suited to the wearer's persoreliiy; and one eacn, zavs
econcnic value ana color choice as tue reason for returning scocs, The
fatlier's sv;rzestion rewarding the return of merchanuise was usually follow-
cd by the fanily

In hall of tnz families the fatuer wvas asked by his wife or ctildren
to Lielp them decile wi:at to wear for specisl occasions, Seven of these
fathers as well as two who were not consulted as to what should be worn,
oflered sugzestions on their own initiative, The father's suggestion was
usually followad,
The fatner's expressad reactions to thz clothin: worn by tne re-

cpactive merbers in the farily is anotuer way in which he influsrced



family clotling practices., Table IV shows the extent of his varticina-
tion,
ThoLe IV
ralHdin'S BXrasS332D heeCTIONS TO CLOTHLS Yok
Ttenm Yes Sometimes 0
Complimentary 1¢ 6 6
Teasing 19 L 7
Scoluing: 14 - 16
Reminding 15 - 15

4lmost an identical number of fathers complimented and teased his
family about certain clothes they wore, Case studies showed that eighitzen
both complimented and teased members of his family, This may indicate
that these fathers made little or no distinction Letween the two, Tabls V
shiows the menbers complimented and teased by him, Percentages are used
rather than the number of fethers as in all other tables for this cormpari-
son is vascd on twenty-four who complimented and twznty-tilree who teased
instead of tie total nwsber of fatiiers interviewed.

Daucliters are voth complimented and tzased more by the fatlier than
the other members of the family, Similarity is noted between tiie percent-
age of fathers who complimented and teased both his wife and son(s).

These findings indicate similarity to those in Fearl Gardrer's study (17)
in which she found tnat zirls liked to be teased by their father better

than voys. A difference in their teasing is that the implications of



TABLL WV

v BpiS OF prdialY CCuFPLLunsTod LLD TaiSu)

nembder of Family Fercent of Fatlicrs

Complinmented

Daugliters 90

Sons 58

Wife &
Tecased

Dauziiters Th

Sons 50

wife it

teasing in tids study was a way of snhowing affection ratner than unwiiolz-
som2 teasing implied in Gardner's study,

£ comparison of the nusmber wio scolded and reminded family members
avoutb their clothes showed thiat the fatliers in eizht families ootir reminded
and scolded his children about the cloties they wore., In ten familics
the children were neither reninded nor scolded by the father, In twelve
familics six fathers scolded his children about the clotlies tl.ey wore and
in six he reminded them. "aemindins" referved to changing from scnool
clothes into work clothies, tyinz shoe laces and other similar details of
care, In the fourteen families in which the cliildren were scolded six
scolded their son(s) for not caring how they looked, and four scolded
their daughters for wesring slacks or brief clothes, Four indicated they
reproved both son(s) and deugihter(s) for not caring enough about their
appearance or not wearing adequate protective clothing in inclement

weatlier,
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ATTITULES TOWERD rAMILY CLOTHING PRACTICSS

Questions 19, 20, 2L-26, 39, LO, L2, Liu-L7, 61, 62 and 64 reveal
certain attitudes of the fathers towzrd family clothing practices,

Rezardinz the equity in distrioution of family clothing expendi-
tures three fathers thought tue mother shoula have a larger proportionate
share while two said "sometimes some one zets more than the others.," One
mentioned the two youngest clildren in the family while another thought
girls needed more then boys ana that older children necded more than the
younger children, One father thought his oldest daughter should have
less money for her clothes but added "she thinks she should have more,"
Except in these specific cases the fathers seemed satisfied with the dis-
trioution of money spent for clotlies among the family members,

Fatnsrs placed greater importance on guality than on gquantity of

clotiies they wished family mcmbers to have in their wardroves (sze Table VI),

TEBLE VI

GUALTITYL ALD QUALITY Of ridILY CLOTIILWG

Item Ycs ivo Family Decide

Like family to have larger
number of clotlies 9 19 2

Like family to have better
quality clothes 17 13 -

Further emphasis was placed on guality in economy practices suggested by

the fathers, liore than lLalf of them suggested greater economy would
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result from choice of better quality clothes. Five thouszht the purchase
of fewer clothes and three incicated different kinds of clothes as more
econor.ical practices. Three thiourhit their family should pay less for
their clothing. Other sugrested economy practices included (a) taking
better care of tueir clothes, (b) wearing them longer and (c) more home
sewing.

Lighteen fathers tiliought their family could improve the care they
gave their clothes. Tine two most frequently made suggestions were hang-
ing up their clotlies and exercise of care in not tearing them., Recog-
nition of need for inproved care applied to the entire family in ssven
cases; and to the children, particularly tae boys, in the remaining
eleven families,

When asked if there were ways in which family members could better
care for his personal clothing twenty-six fathers replied in the negative,
This was tlie only point in the schedule that the interviewer was aware of
a widespread tendency on the part of the father to shield a family
practice., Of the four fatliers who said he thought his family members
could or should take better care of Lis clothes, two indicated repair and
two suggested they "pick up" after nim,

Twenty-nine of the families interviewed ownea a sewing machine,
Fathers considered the machine they hed adequate for family use in twenty-
one cases, Seven thoursht a new machine was needed and one said "the wife
thinks so " Turee each gave as reasons for needinz a new machine that
their present one did not work well or was real old. One expressed nzed

by saying "to compare with other farm standards,"
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Twenty-eigit fathers favored the practice of sewing by his wife
and cauzhter(s). In order of frequency, advantages accorded home sewing
were economy, repair and rerovation, educational values, better quality
of clothing, a means of kecping the wife and daughter busy, vetter fit
and a household necessity, Disadvantages mentioned by four related to
the clutter of sewing, tools and supplies, Three referred to the time
involved and two regarded it as added work. Mweglect of family" and "too
nerve racking" were each mentionz=d once., A total of fifty-two advantages
were given as arainst eleven disadvantages for home sewing,

Eight fathers favored the practice of more home sewing, three of
these specifying the daughter. More or better clothes was the primary
reason given for increasing home sewing. The twenty-two fathers who felt
the wife and daugl.ter(s) made about the right number of their clothes
expressed satisfaction with the current practice by saying that the family
made all they had time for or that they needed more time for other work
or activities, No father suggested less home sewing.

Few fatuers answered either in the affirmstive or in the negative
on the wearing of clothies which were no longer in fashion but instead
expressed a conditional opinion as shown in Table VII, In the twenty-four
families where made-overs and/or hand-me-downs wWere worn the fathers

approved the practice.

SOCILL VLLUE OF CLOTHING

The father's attitudes toward clothing the family are shown in

his answers to gquestions 50, 57-59, 60, €3, 65, 66 and T¢.



TAsLE VII

WeARING CLOTHsS wOT 1IN FASHIO. , ¥ADI-CVE.S, HNU-.E-DOJLS

Ttem Lumber of Fathers

Not fashionable
Depends on degree and occasion
Wear out at home
If in good condition
Up to family
wot worn
Wife sewed, would remodel them
Worn out before outmoded

HE MW\

lade-cvers and hand-me-downs
YJorn regularly 1
Worn infrequently
lade-ovars worn
nanu-me-aowns worn
Not worn

oON\w Fw &

L11 the fathers were proud of tiheir families?' appearance., Grooning
was obviously tine most siznificant reason given for being proud of his
family. However, reasuns otier than grooming might logically be combined
and termed as "selection" in which case the latter was of comparable im-
portance to grooming.

Twenty-six thought their families dressed the same as other families,
Four thought them better dressed as to quality, neatness and "ability to
wear clothes",., Twenty-two wanted their families dressed the same as other
families, Four wanted them better dressed and four at least as well

dressed., Tnre difference between how fathers thousht their families com-

rared in dress with other families and how they wanted them to dress



indicated an element of social aspirations in the four families where
better dress was desired,

neference was made to the social value of clothes by half of the
fathers interviewed, They showed an understanding of the need for family
members to cress in conformity to the group, a finding revealed in
studies made by Hurlock (22) and sarr (2) among others, Typical phrases
from tlieir conversations which expressed their understanding were that
the family should "not dress outstanding; inferior or vetter" and "not
test nor shaobier; will stay home first." ©vidence of family training as
well as concern for their social welfare is indicated in the responses of
tliese two fathers. One wanted his family dressed "not to appear vetter,
y2t they should feel satisfied with their clothes.,® The other said his
family should dress "equal but not to the point they feel vetter dressed .

An awareness of the effect zroup pressure has upon dress was indi=-
cated by their remarks, For example, one father said, "In our community
it wouldn't be wise to dress different," or as another put it, "If jou are
better dressed they think you're snovbish." One fatlier said he wanted
his family dressed "as gooa as, or" then nhesitated vefore finishing his
thousht and added, "A person can get in vad tuat way ™ In this case,
desire for social mooilit; and acceptance by tne group are in conflict.
LAnother fatler related income to dress and social status oy saying uis
family shauld be dressed "as good as those in tne same means "

The fathers' comments regarding the element of fasldion in their
new clotues rcvealed four calegories of thinkingz, bBignht expressed desire

for their family to follow fashionj; eight felt they were obligated to
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ao soj; seven wanted discrimination shown as to it!'s uss; while five were
inaiffersnt or hLad a rejative attitude toward fashion, Two did not
commit themszlves,

Fathiers consicdzsred fastion sliziitly less important for themsslves

then for tueir farilies, (sse Tacls VII1),

150 Vil

Fi34iCu Lrinla:Co

De.ree For Family For Self

Loove averae L 1
hverage pal 20
Slightly important 3 t
1ot indicated 2 1

Generally speaking, fati.ers interpreted fashion in their owm cloties
to apply to dress wear, particularly Lis suit. One aptly aescribed the
fashion factor applicacle to his clothes in tiiese woras, "Generally my
clothes are in fashion when I buy tliem owutb aré out of fasnhion before they
ars worn out "

falf of tiiz fatners interviewed 21t tunat livinz in a rural community
affected tie type of clothing worn by his Tfamily, £lthouzh their explana-
tions varied, in jensral, they incicated lower expenditure of money re-
Quired for clothing the farm family, (see Taule IX) . Similarly Dew.urst
and lssociates (33) stated that one reason for lower clotiiing expenditures

in xural communities was tle different anu cheapar typ2 of clothinyg re-

Guir-ed for work on farms.



T/3LE 1X

o eCT O RUAL LLiVIiiG Guw CLOTHLS VO

Reason Given hwumoer of Fathers

Dress children chieaper

l.ore work clotlies, fewer dress clothes
More orainary clothes

weer out old clothes

Need less and have cleaper clothes
Lon't spend &s much following styles

HH oW e

Twenty indiceted "aress-up" clcthes worn in a rural community would
rot difler from those worn in a city saying, Wdhy should they be?", or
"not with cars and redios", or "buy from the same place", The ten who
said tiiere was a diffzrernce, mentioned fashion laz or more casual st;les
or poorcr Guelity in the clothies worn or thet fewer "dress-up" clcotles
were owned,

Clothing was not considered to Le an incicator of family wealth by
twenty-four of the fatlers, In illustrating this point, fifteen gave
exainples of families wio l:ad little money vut dressed well; whereas six
stated the situation in the opposite mannzr., The social value of clothes
is significantly ncted in thst more than twice as meny fathiers commented
that many families had more or better clothes than their economic status
would dictete, One father remarkec rather vitterly "rellows tnat owe me
money dress oetter than I co." Anotlier said "Jcu can dress flasiiy and
have only a thin dime in your pocket. " "Ai Luncred dollar haorness on a
twenty dollar horse" wes the most unigue expression used to cdescrite

those who dresscd above thelr meéns.



When the fatiers were asked to clicosa the member of the family he
thought shoulc appear well dressed 1f it were possivle for only one to
Le so dressed tirce refused to answer, The rssponses of twenty-seven

fathers as to first and second choice are ziven in Table X,

TE3Le X

PLmILY Meaismg CACSw: 10 B8 Well DresonD

runver Ioumber
First Clioice ol ratlers Second Clioice of Fatlers
Wife 15 Dzughter(s) 9
Children b
£11 the same 1
Don't know 1
Laughter 10 Son 6
Wife n
Son 1 Daurhter 1
Self 1 Wife 1

~

Tne wife anc daugiter each was named a total of twenty times., The
general reasons given for these selections were that the wife iniluences
other Tfamily members and is representative of thie family clothing standards,
Those who thoughit the daughter should pe the beét dressed menber of tie
family indicated that clothes were important to her and she took care of
tuem, One third of the fathers referred eithier to the son or daupghter
being in high school or belongins to that aze group; thus recormizing the
sigrnificarnce of clothes to the adolescent.

Two different attitudes were expressed by the six fathers who felt

vwi.at was gfood enouzn for hLim as a boy was good enouzsh for his son. Three



spoke of being well dressed as a child but three saw no reason wiy his
son should have better than he had had. The other twenty-four fathers
inaicated "times have chansed" and tlouvhit the son stould have sreater
advantares,

Four fathers felt tnat their attitudes toward femily clothing prac-
tices had been influencec by their ovm father's attitude and the kind of
clothiing they wore as a child as well as by members of their immadiate
family and by the comuunity in widich they lived. However, six said none
of thiese factors influenced their attitudes. Six named his own father as
the single influence while three said his immediate family influenced
Lim and two thoueht the community in which he lived had influenced his
attituce. Onz was influenced by tlie clothing lie wore as a child, Various
comoinations of these four influences with no one influence predominating
was indicated by eight fatlers, In order of decreasing frequency tie
total times each single influence was mentioned were the influence of

I'is father, of his immediate family, of the community and of his own

childhood clotiing.,

PoaSOLLL CLOTHING

Questions directed toward the fatlier and pertaining to his own
clotles are 6, 12, 156, L1, L9 and 52-C6.

Twenty-tiree fatliers said that family members shovped with him
whien he was buyinz his own clothes, This usually referred to suits and

coats and did not include work clothes wnich he either purchieased alone

or were purchased for him ty a family memver., Considering suits and coats
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as occasioral purchases this activity wes an infreguent event. In all
cases his wife shopped with: him and in nine cases anothier family menber
or the entire family was likely to ve present. wineteen fathers liked
to have family memters accompany Lim, To four it made no difference.

The fathers interviewed in this study do not show the degree of
indzrendence in shopping for themselvss as revealed in the lien's Freference
Study (L). The difference may be due to thie clothin-s items studied.
Because of tue fact tnat suits and coats constitute a larger investment,
are less frequently purchased and heve social value to hLim as wsll as
his famil:; he may hzve deosired the approval of hLis family., For clpthin;
items; extra trousers, cusiness shirts, uncderwear and socks; as indicated
in the sien's Preference Study his own jucgment may lhiave bezn adequate,

When thinking about nis own clothing needs elcven looked at cata-
logues, nine M"just went in and bought", ssven "window shopped" and three
looked at nswspaper advertisements,

A11 thirty responcents ssid they received clothing as gifts from
family memvers but six of them gqualifi=zd their staternent by adding "oncem,
"not often" or "occasionally", £11 but two liked this practice; four
expressed genuire enthusiasm and four incdicated mild enthusiasm.

bichteen did not know or said "no" winen asked if the family would
like him to take vetter care of his own clothes, The twelve who said
"yes" specifically mentiorned hanging up his clotlies or not getting them
too dirty or besing careful not to tear them.

Twenty-seven thought his family liked the way he dressed and the

other three gquzlified their answer by saying "sometimes", In sixteen



cases the father mace this deduction because the family members did not
comrient either approvingly or disapprovingly. In twelve cases family
members were vocal in their approval, Two fathers did not reply. £11
but thres of the men interviewed approved their own appearance.

FEalf of the husbands indicat=d he asked his wife what to wear
when he "cressed-up", Which tie, which shirt or whether to wear a slack
outfit or suit were the usual questions., In two families the father had
Lis clotles laid out for him, The reasons ziven by the thirteen fathers
who did not consult his family as to what lie should wear were '"choice is
limited" or "dress to suit myself", Two-thirds or eighteen indiceated
that his family did not offer suggestions as to what he should or should
not wear without his having asked them,

Table XI shiows the number of men who would or would not wear his
workclotiies for the occasion indicated, In some cases a conditional
response was given, sayinz it depends upon circumstances surrounding the
occasion and the distance from home, Generally speakins, work clothes were
considered appropriate apparel to wear when shopping for groceries at the
customarily patronized grocery store and when buying everycay clotles,
Work clothes were not considered appropriate wearing apparel for attendance
at the movies and at basketball or other hign school games,

A11 of the men interviewed incicated they were interested in being
well dressed for church, funerals, weddings and for some other group

gatherings.



Ti3Le XT

AFPROP:Li TENESS OF WOrK CLOTHES FOit VARIOUS OCCLSIC..o

Occasion Lot r.on-

dorn  wWorn  Depesnds  Participants

Buying groceries, usual store 20 2 - 2
Shiopping for work clothes 22 L 3 1
Stiopping for better clothes 10 13 5 1
Family doctor's office 12 13 5 -
rovies, not drive-ins 1 26 - 3
Basiketcall, otler school games - 25 3 2
Fermers! meetings 6 1y 10 -
Visiting neighuors 15 S 9 1

TYPOLOGY OF FATEnic :OLES LN FALILY CLOTULLG poiii VIO

The original plan for this study did not entsrtain as one of its
purposes the typolory of the fatler's role., nowever, the findings of the
thirty interviews presented a range in the father's interest, participation,
and influence in tlie clotiiinz of the family sutfficient to stimulate its
investigation, 4n attempt was made, but tine results obtained were guite
crude, They are incluced here, however, as an indication that information
of this nature may lend itself to "type detecrmination". It the idea had
been incorporated into the conception of the interview schedule; it is
celieved a mere significant anslysis would heve resulted without materially
affecting tue content of tue data,

Examination of the interview schedule reveeled tnat the responses
to twenty-two of the sixty-six questions could ve coded to yield either

or poth ths Movert" and "covert" oveliavior of the fathers. For example,

guestion four asked "ire menbers in your family likely to consult you
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acout the clothing they buy?"® An overt act was thus indicated. Furtler
inquiry was then made of those fatlers who answered the above question
nezativsly concerning whether they would like to be consulted at all,
and of those who answered the question positively whether they would like
to be consulted more often, Here the response would disclose a covert
desire. The "yes" and "no" answers to such guestions were accordingly
labeled "positive" and "negative",

It may be seen from tie parasizm velow that all responsss to the
relevant question ma;, be classified into one of four categories:
A (overt-positive), B (overt-resative), C (covert-positive), or D (covert-

ne;ative) .

Behavioral nesponse Valence
Eeference
of hzsponse Fositive hezative
Overt A B
Covert C D
Diazram 1

Overt-positive respons=s indicate that the father participated in
family clothiing activities and influenced the clothing practices of family
members, Fifteen cases, or half of the fathers interviewed, fell in this
category.

Covert-positive signifies a willingness on the part of the father
to function to a zreater extent than was nhiis ascribed role at the time of

tlie interview. Six fathers were included in this category.
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Overt-negative sigrifies low participation, and covert-negative
either no desire for incrsased influence or a desire for decreased
influerce in family clothing behavior., Eleven fathers were rated overt-
negative ard twenty-one covert-nezative, The distribution of responses
are shown in Tavle XIl, Three cases were indeterminate for covert

responses and four for overt responses,

TE3LE XII

DISTLICUTION Of nx3rOkiSmS

Response Fositive Negative
Overt 15 11
Covert 6 2l

The questions used in this way (see interview scliedule in the
apoendix, page .0 ) are by numcer L-t, 10, 13-15, 22, 23, 29-32, 37, 3€&,
L3, L6 and 51-53. The clothing aresas included were distributed as
follows: six regarding purchases; fivs dealing with the verbal expression
of the fathar about clothiing practices; tiree each on care, choice-making,
and factors oojected to; and orne each for gift-giving and the bucget. Of
these, between twenty-tlree and tuwenty-five responses referring to overt
behavior were possitle for each subject and between four and six responses

referring to covert benavior were possible.l

1 In an aubthentic t poloygy study the number of responses indicating
overt and covert behavior would be in better balance,
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he individual positive and negative resvonses recarding overt
and covert vehavior wzere then totaled for each of the thirty fathers
interviewed, From these totals an ovsr-all assigznment was given each
fatler stating the relationship of valences betweesn overt and covert

beliavicr concerring his role in femily clotiiing behavior,

how type determinations ware arrived at can be illustrated by siv-

ing the responses made to a sing

Question four which incuires wistier femily memvers consult the father

rezarding clotiiing purciases is used as the example, (see Tarle XII1).

TLsLE XI14

AT e~

TyPa Daliu. 0w TICN ACCULLInG 10 RuSICLSES

le gquestion from the interview schiedule,

Types hesponses
Overt-positive, Consulted, but no desire
covert-nezativs to ve consulted further
Overt-negative, ~0t consulted and did not
covart-ne ;ative wish to ve
Overt-positive, Corsulted and would like to
covert-positive be consultz=d more
Cvert-nezative, wot consulted, but would
covert-positive like to ve

Two percentaves were experimented with to estavlish an objective
criterion for distinzuishin:g types of father rcles according to their
rzsponscs to tuz cguestiorns avove, unen sixty-six percert or more like

responsss was used as the dividinge line



This nuwiter was too .rest, Thercfore, a lower figurs of fifty-one
percent was selectecd as a criterion, This ficvre wes ultimately retained

in the investigatiorn, woven so, scven cases still remeined indetcrminate,

Thie distrinsution of rol=z types nay ve szen in Teable XIV,

TasLin IV

e8I v any NallTIVe e TInG O OVanT Llio COVanT
Send VIO OF ThIKTY FATHERS

liumouer of Casss Zehevior
Overt Covert
L Positive Fositive
2 Positive Indeteorminate
9 Fositive hegative
2 Lerative Fositive
£ nezative lezative
i Indeterminate Legative
1 nzzative Indcterminate

1

A bricl description of the fatliers! opeliavior as siiown by the
various combinations of these factors follows:

iiine fatliers ware charsctarized by ovarit-positive and covert-
nezative behavior, Thess fathers functionzd actively in the area of
family clothing, and wzrz eithler satisfied with tlie degree to which they
participatsd or felt consirained to be acuive, since they did not indi=-
cate a desire for adcitional influence, Ferlaps tliese fathers could be
calleda "dutiful" fatlers in rezard to family clothing.

pizht fell in the overt-covert-nezative clessifiication, These

fathers expressed disinterest in clotiizs and an indifference toiard
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family clotling practices with the rzsulb tiet they did little about the
family's clothidng. -paily or activs rojecticn dsscribes tlie attitude

of thness fathers,
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overt-coveri-positive t,pe. Interest, influence, and participation is
the role pla,cd by those fathers plus an exprossed doesirz to oe morse
active in family clotling ozliavior, This mey cenote eithier an element

of domination in their farily rols or 2z cosperative attituds toweri fami

&}

The two fathliers who registerzd overt-neygztive and covert-positive

W
'1)

rzactions functioned little in regard to family clothing and would like
to incrzase tueir participation., &Evidentally tnesz fathers, unassuming
in nature, ars rcluctant to nzke their contriosution or are unavle to

because autiwrity is vestzad in tihe wife-motlizr rols,

Tle relationship vetween behavior types and agz, aount of formal

education, ard lenguh of residence was checked, Covert-positive behavior

as expr=sszd by silx fathers sliow=d a relationsliy in esch of the tlree
areas, Tliese fathers were in ths younszer aze group witlh: the excepiion

of one and his a2 exceedad tig a

2 clzsgificatiorn of the group by only,
oaz year, (scz Tavls XV).

Likewise a nicher desree of educztion was evident for the covert-
positive Lehavior type, (sce Table XVI), One father wes a colle;e

sraduate, three had finishea hizh schiool and two completed the tenth

grade, the lowzr limit of school attendance for this croup,
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Type Lee
Overt Covcrt 3o-l Lo=5 5 5=l
Fositive wezative O 2 1
Lesative neative S 2 1
Py . . . . . '
Fositive Fositivs L - -
hezative Positive 1 1 -

T43Le XV1

PO, L oDUCATION AvD TYFE RoLeTICKOEIP

- ne Grade Conmplated
Overt Covert (it g-11th 12 /ovsr
Positive Lecative 2 5 2
nerative negative 2 3 3
Positive Fositive - 2 2
negative Fositive - - 2

Conccrning lenjth of residance, the covert-positive behavior zroup
showed a tendency toward lons tzrm residence, (see Table XVII), The
averags lengstn of residence for tie five familizss who lived on the
present farm for ten years or more was seventoen years, Four years was

thie leneth of residence for the other family in the covert-positive type
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TasLo XVIT

LonGlid Or PanSolNT HeSIORNCE Iiv YBAKS

T-pe Years
Cvert Covert 0-9 10/Over
Positive rezative 5 L
lezative negative S 3
Fositive Fositive 1 3
hegative Positive - 2

In swmrarizing the above it can be stated that covert-positive
behiavior ma,; te cheracteristic of thoss fathers who are younger in age,
Lave correspondingsly tizier education and lLiave bezn established on the
present farm for a longer period of time. Covert-positive Dehavior,
as previously explained in this discussion, signifies a willingness on
the part of the father to function to a greater extent in family clothing
beliavior than 1s now his ascribed role,

10 noticeable relationships were evident among the other belavior
type groups regarding age, education or lensth of residence, Tiie limited
results of this typolozy study may be due to the small muber of cases
studied or may indicate that some other factor, sucn as experience in
the childliood home; determines the pattern followed by parents in the
homes which they establish, All tnat can ve accomplished at this time is
to offer the suggestion that a study designed to explore thie role of an
individuzl in a particular area be accompanied by a consideration of type

determination and of the underlying contributing factors.
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In our american soclely roles are rot traiitionally defined
moa=rn parent bes fresdom to choose the way hie lives tie role., Because
of interest in clothin:' provlems of tiie farm farily and betler acquaint-
ance with the mother's role, the writer became interested in knowin« i.ow
the father defined his role in relation to family clothing practices.

During July 1951 the data for role determinetion was secursd by
reans of personal interviews, The thirty fatiers interviewed lived on
farms in soutncrn nichizan, Their family consisted of his wife, a tecn-
age son anc daugnter with a variable of three other cidildren. Sslaction
of tie family wes made ty random sarnling,

nesponses to interview guestions revcaled daiffercnces in contznt
and varying degrees of intensity in the actual performance of his func-
tions as related to family clothinz practices, To facilitate summariza-
tion responses are arbitrarily divided into four groups.

Group one represe=nts tlie rasponses iven Ly twenty-Ifour or more,

h deoree of similarivy indicates practical urnaninity in acceptance
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of that function as a part of his role, kesponses revealed mainly atti-
tudes toward family clotlins practices, particularly financial aspectis.
They did not consiaer clothine an indicator of family wsalth. Tiey felt
that clothing purchases should be paid for with cash and thet monsy used
for clotning purchases came from family earned income, They expressed

satisfaction with the egquity of it's distrivution,



They were proud of tihe appearance of their families, In their
estimation, tleir families compared favorably in appearance with otlc
families. The practice of Lome sewing was auproved as was tiue wearing
of made-over and hand-m:z-cown cleotlies, Thsy both gave and approved tle

practice of clothing as zifts,

L)

Group two represcnis responsss mace by one-nslf to four-fifths o
the thirty. As this sunows a relatively hish decrse of similarity; the
attitudes ancd influence expressed oty this group can ve considered as
important characteristics in defining the father's role,

Satisfaction was indicated regarding current expenaitures for
family clothing. The purchase of quality clothing was considered an
economical practice. Toey would like their families to have beticr
quality clotiinz, Occasionally tley felt thie need to suggest ithet new
clothineg be purchased. Somatines nLis opirnion on anticipated purchases
was requested.

Tiiz element of fashion in dress was of averege importance to them,
both personally and for their families, Ley felt that when their fami-
lies were "aressed-up" their appearance was not cifferent from that of
urban families. They wented their families to maintain the sane
standard of dress as other families in the community, Satisfaction was
indicated reparding the extent to which their wives ard davg.ters made
their own cloihes. They indirectly influencea their family througn
compliments anc tcasing,

kesponses in group thres were given by one-fourth to one-half of

tiie fatiiers. They are considered a component of the role, tut not resarded
o 5] )



as sitmificant as the two preceding groups. Direct refersnce wes made

by this sroup on the social values of clothing to the family. They
thought fewer and less expensive clothes were nseded in a rural community
than in urvan centzars,

Lctual participation in purchesing clothiing for the family was
evident. Tney shopped witii their famil,; occasionally assuned respons-
ioility for making purchasass and sometimes purchiased on their own
initiative. Another activity was frequent or rezular assistance in tue

ressing and undressing of the young ciiildren,

(o)

f.ore direct influence was exerted by this group, They sugzzested
the return of unsatisfactory purchases, objected to certain types of
clovhiing and scolced the chilaren about the clotiies they wore. his advise
regarding what they should wear was asked and he, in turn, consulted hLis
wife on lLis "dress-up" clothes,

Group four includes the responses made by nine or fewer, They are
only stated to indicate their occurrence and can not be considered
characteristic of the role. A desire was expressed for the family to
be better dressed than other families; also that either more or less be
spent for clotling. Economy measures suggested included the purchase
of different kinds of clothes or fewer or to pay less for them.

nesponses to one-third of the guestions were applicable to a type
determination study of father roles, Twenty-threc of the thirty inter-
viewed, fell into one of four categories, kesults showsd the fathers!
behavior to be as follows: uine functioned actively in thie area of family

clothing and were either satisfied with the degres to which theyr
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participated or were constrained to te that active since they did not
indicate a desire for additional influence, Eigsht expressed disinterest
in clothes and an indifference toward family clothing practices with

the result that they did little about the famil,'s clothing. Four ex-
presszd interzst, influcnce and participziion plus a d=sire to be mors
active. Two functioned little but wishied to increase their participation,
Those who incicated a willin-ncss to pe more active were in the younger
aze group, had correspondinzly hisher education and tended toward long
term residence., Other beuavior groups showed no relationship to age,

education or length of residence,
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Soorh LIZATICNS Ll CONCLUSICHS

Signifiicant obssrvations of tue father'!s role in relation to

clothiinz of thirty farm farilies revealed meny attitudes, a wide range

Itore universal asreement was expressed pertaining to thie financial

aspects of family clothing thean other aspects. Attituces toward financ-
inz and equity in cistrivution of family clothing expencitures revealed
a relatively nish derree of satisfication with current family practices.

Clotliin; was rejarded as a cssh cormodity anu money allocated for it's

4]

purcltase was considercd to be family earned income. Lack of activ:
parvicipation in decision=nakinz and knowleize of tolal family clothing
exvenditures was evident.

Interest in meetins family clothing needs was reflected by awere-
ness anc evaluation of potential clothing nececs, Activitiss involving
satislying tihese nesads were consicered the responsibility of other member
of tue family,

Influznce in changing tie clotling practices of the family was
achieved tlrouch constructive suggesiions racvher thian corrective or
disciplinary measurcs,., wnodifications in family clothinz practices
recomrended were iiprovement in care of clothing, thie purchase of gquality
merchancise and exsrcicsing economy measures,

Attitudes touard clothing for the family showed understanding of

tne social significance of clotlinz, Clotihing was not considsred an



indicator of financial status. Totel rzquirsenmenis and expenditures for
clothinz was recognized as low:r in rural comrunitizs tihan in urcan
centers, The standard for "dress-up" cloth=ss of rurdl families was re-
7arded as ecuivalent to that of urvan lamilies,

Fathiers anpreciated the interest snovm vy farily members in his owm
clothes and appearance, e sihowad less concern, Lowever, for his personal
clothiiny pro-loms than for thes2 of nLis family.

may,
PRSSY
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rolc of an irdividuzl in a particular arsa can be agequately
aztermined tiroash tihe use of rzlevant questions in personal interviews,
Tnis interview schzduls amply covered the father's behavior in re-
l2tion to lamily clothiing as e offered no additional w2 s in which he
furictioned nor nas an omission or undalance bezn apparent to the writer,
T.ie mcthod of sampling was satisractory in tnat approximately
fifty percent of tue farilies in the county who gualified were interviewzd,
Arnotier measure of the aassgquacy of the sarple is the fact thatv there ware
case sivuaies for ezch of tne four catesories in tie tyve dz2tcrmination
study .
Leministration of the interview schedule indicateds (a) that the
sequence of guestions facilitated easy transition from orne thouziit to
the next, with the preceding question rot making later answers obvious:

and (b) that the schedule was projavly

)

too long as weariness was noted
when the interview was about four-fiftiis comnleted,

Schedule revisions recormenced are: (a) whenzver {easitle, to
pirase questions as to jield overt and covert vehavior; (o) to be nore

spacific in tlie interpretation ;iven "fashion" and (c) to inguire more
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svecifically acoul routine activities as well as how individuzl family

merLers osteincd roney rfor cloti:dn: purciiasss,
This schedule witi soms revision would o2 applicewvle to rols
asterrination of otlier memvers ol tne famil,, Acdantation of tiiz schedule

would rendar it useabls in w.termidinin: the role of an incivicduzl as re-

ct

rn

vealed oy othier than tie one ceins interviewsd., The role oi an indivicual
could ve invsstiseteu b interviswing the individual hLimself and another

o ~ .

rearains his functions, tiws sorvins to am.lify or chack tie contzut of

~r,

Tie rols of arn invivicusl in rzlation Lo arcas of famil; Lchavior,
oticr than cloinins, could ov sinilarly investigated,
It is hirhly recomnenced tiat a study desiszned to explore the role

of an irdividurl bz accompanied by a type deterrmiination analysis.,
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Tio FiTzoa'S nOLx IN heLATION TO Tio CLOVHILG OF THo FA I FLLILY,

Interview ho. Date
Where held Time

Good Iorning or how do you do!l

I'm Athelene Scheid and I've comz to ask you to talk with me about
clothing the family. uUsually tne wife or mother is consulted on these
matters, however I'm interested in becoming acquzinted witnh the part the
man of the family takes in clotiiing. Would you be willing to answer a
few questions?

I'm 2lso interested in woridng only with families who receive at
least three-fourths of their income from the farm, so of necessity my
first question must ve--uo you earn at least three-fourtiis of your income
from tre farm?

row we can talk avout tue family clothing.
1., In your family who do you think is most interested in clothes?

A]

2. Supposz you hzd an unexpected extra huncred dollars, and you deciced
to souend it for clothing for tue ramily, wial would jyou buy them?

3. Let's suppose you'd like to spend this hunared dollars on clothes
for jours~lf, what would you bu;,?

hat top coat overalls siirts - dress
suit trousers everyday work
shoes jacket clothes T

L, Some families consult the fatier about clothing purchases and others
6o not, In your family are memvers likely to consult you aocout the
clothing the, buy?

—— et .
128 1.0
If "yes" - About what articles in particular do they ask your opinion?

would you like to ve consulted more often?
s»lways am ies 1.0

If " es" - Loout what?



o
'_l

A
1

m
w

If "no"™ - Would rou lik:s to be consulted? 1.0

If " es" - . bout w.at?

v

If "po" - iy?

Scrie men linz to snop; otuers would ratier not, Do !oa usuzlly
withh mempers of jour Jamil. when they buy clothes for the Uelves?

1es o)
If "es" - With whow?
For wizt?
If "no" - Would you like to?

Do members of your family shop withh you wiien you are buying your owm
clothes? Yes o

If ".cos" - dio shops with you?
For what?
Lo jyou like to have them? Yes o
If "no" - VWould you like to have them? Yes 10
If "yes" - Who?
For wnat?

If “nc" - Why do you like to buy your clothes oy jourszlf?

d_____....
Do you ever surrest to anyone in the family that lie or she buy some-
thing new to wear? ' ies 10
If "res" - What kind of gzrment are you likely to sugrest?

Lvout low often would you sey you suzzsst a purchass-—-
occasionally or freqguently?

Is sour su;zestion usually followed?
g e ¥

Yes N}
Often 50-50 Scldom Sometim=s
If "po" = Would you like to? 128 o

Any?



10,

11.

1z,

13.

o the man's rosporsinilit; to
r.o ior ths faril;, wiile in

So you zctinlls by clotiving for any memier of jour
Ics Lo

1p some families 1t
f ;3

oI C irzs
1S =

IfT Myes™ - For whom wo [ou ouy, clothes?

J

sboul how often -=- alwa,s, Lall the tims, or occasionally?

T .. i 2 - R Y, ~ > = e - PR B o g . .
If "eo" - ould jou lixve to maks family clotiin: purcieses?

.L\.;S Lvo

0 ;ou ever just oring clothzs home Ior sose one in the family because
iz 1dsa occurreu Lo you to ovuy Liiam? Yes e

S

If "yes" - What?
For wnom?

Do family wzriers like you to do tlds? Wy ?
Yoo W)

Clothinz is us Zifts in some families, bubt not in others. Lo
~ou sive £ifts of clotuing to memoers of your immediate family, that
is jyour wife and chiidren? Yes e

To whom?

ror what occasion?

Have you given Jifts ol monzy speci

=

Do fan.lly merers ~lv= vou clotidn;: as ,1lts? Yeos L0
. ; “ .

If " es" - Do you like this practice? Ycs L0
Somzuin s
7

ID "no" = wWould you 1lik%s to nave vl

Do rou ever suzzest that a famil, mewosr return a clotiing purchase?
1¢s .0
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ko

1y, Do ;jou oblsct to any memior of jour

v

or articls of clotuinz, a cert

(
C
2]
—
o
&
o
[on
[EV]
[

(

C

Moo - have Joa evir winted 1o d

DDA 1L

3

O
©
O
B
<
I«
[&]
o]

fermily wearinzs a 2 lzind
in st,1l2 or coloc, or aayuiiing of Lzt
Y¢S .0
10, but would if
27
i.3 o

What king of clothiing would rou oujecd to

aic 307

15. Is Tint of clobthies that you do not like %o have
L wedre in towm stornin<? Y:5 0

+,

'
—
€T
[
s
[

3z garmecnts Wworn?

, 18 they diuM - et

—e

Eichb, if the did

Yes 1.0

& of clothin; would you object to

thelr wsariny in torwn stopping?

=)

Si.oppiny for vetter cloties,

To seze tie family doctor

1

goin: to & reciular riovie Louse, not drive-in. by

L.t vasket wall or other school sranmes, pE:

Visitin= tle neighibors,

Lt farmers? mectings.

occasion., On wailcih

worv, clobL . :s?

IS Q
ies i.o

1a8 -0

3 1O
CS 10

~

C3 110
< .
125 &0
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17.

22.

23.

Low letts talk about fastion and clothes

a, how do you feel acout tle now clothss your farmily purchascs--
shiould theyv follow fashiion? Yes 1.0

b. now iwmportant would you say it is for ;our family to follow

fasiion --very important, above avera;: in Importance, of
averase importance, slig 1tl, important or not important?

Fad

dow important do you fe<l it is, for the nesw clothes you tuy for
suwrsclf to ce in fashion?
e ———

Do ;ou feel tnz family siould wear the clothes tnoy have on hiend
whiicl, are not in fashion? Yes o)

Low letls talke the matter of made-over clothes anc hand-me-=downs,
Does your farily wear either of tuese? Yes nO

L n - B
If "o Wi ?

If ";es" - Wlo wears made-overs?
Wio wears hand-me-downs?

How do you feel about memoers of your family wearing
made-overs or hanc-me=downs?

. These days we near a lot about tlie cost of clothing., low do ¥
feel apout the total amount of money your family svencs for
clotining?

ol

(920

o. Would you like your family to spend considerauly more, somnewhat

nors, tne same amount, somewhat less or consideravly less for
clot:uing?

Do ;on .elp decide tue amount of moncy the family snould use for

clothes° Yes .o

If ""-JYGS" - how?
If Mool - VM7

)
o

In your family is a record kept of the amount spent for clothing?
Ies 1.0

If "yes" - Nuo keswns the rscord?

Do ,ou know anproxinately what it costs to clotiie the
fam1l¢. izs o



24,

27.

29.

C—
)

Do you fezl that anyone in your family should have morz of the
family money used for his or hzr clothes? Ycs -lo

If "yes" - WlLo?

Do you discuss this with menbers of the family?

Yes ivo
Is there anyone you tnink should have l:ss uscd for Lis or her
clothes? Ycs io

Do you discuss tuis witi memvers of the family?
Yes Iv0

a, If your family should find it necessary to practice greater
LlOthﬂ‘ conom, in the future, in what wey do you think family
ron_ers could cht help?

o, would you say by selecting different kinds of clotliing, by pur-
ct:asin.; fewer clothes, ty selecting better quality clothing, vy
paying less for tliem or perhaps in some other way?

Dirferent kinds Better quality Otliers
Fewer clothes Paying less

Wog%d‘you m?nd tel}ing rne how you arrar.e to L:ave clothing pprchases
paid for--with casii, ¢y check, ¢y use oI clLarge account, or oy use
of tue lay-away plan?

with cash Charge account Others

By cueck Lay-away plan
Itn also interested in knowing how the monsy to ce spent for clothing
i ade available to0 each momoer of the Lcmll/ who is old enouzh to
purcuase clotuing,

Do family mombers ask you for the moncy as clothing apparel is neeica? or

Lre farily memters given an allowance from widch they must obuy their
clothing? or .

Is clotuhinz paid for from a common checking account? or

In any other way or combination of these ways?

Some pcoplzs notice clothes and comment about them, some do not, I'm

woncering if you tell members of your family thet you like tueir

clothes, or tnat they look nice or pay them some sach complinent?
Sometines fes 20



30.

3e.

33.

3k.

35.

If ",es or sometimes" - “lo?
Wnat ars you liksly to compliment them on?

Do you sver joke with memoers of the lamily about tlieir clothes, or
toroe thenm auout wnat thzy are wearinz? I2s no

What do you joke or tease about?

Do you find it ne
aoout whet he or

U)O

; is wearing? T Yes Iio
If "yes" - Who?
~oout wiat?
Children often need reminding to change their clothes, to tie their

shce laces and the like, Do you do this sort of th*nv°
Yes 1o

I " es" - Loout Liow ofteon do you do thi

Some pzople think tlat certain kinds of clothing are healtiy or un-
Liealthv, liave jou ever Leen concerned about the relation of cloth11"
to tie nealtl, of any member of your family? Yes 10

ID "yes" - Wuat?

Do you ever insist that the clilaren wear raincoats, scarfs, or
rubters whnen going outdoors in rainy weatler? es 0

If "yest - Who?
W »\r’P

a, The problem of s=f2iy concerns sone people more than otlers.
ilave you ever been concerned about the ClOuhln” of your family
from a safety ancle? (€3 o

If "yes" - dhat?
For wiiom?
b. What about your own clothies in relation to safety?

Do you know of rfarm or lLome accicents widch were caused by wearinyz
thb wrongz kind of clothes? Te o



If "yes" - has this helped you prevent accident

5?
-
Yes

If "Wyes" - In wiiat wvays?

37. ien may or may not help around tle houss with clothinz., When ti
children wers younz uld you help to dress or undress then?

1cs 10

If " as" - Vould you say you hcloed rezularly, frogquently, or
cccasionally?

3. Do you Lelop with the care of clothing -- like carrying out the
oasket of wet clothes on wash cay, shining shoes for the family,
pressing your own trousers or in any other ways that you think of?

Ics is0
Sometimes uUsed to

If "yes" - What?
How often?
If "no" - WLy do you tlink you do not help?
If "sometimes" - What are you most apt to lielp with?

9. Do you think morbers of jyour family could take bettzr care of their
clotiiing? Ics 1.0

o

If "yes" - Wlo?
In what ways?

Le.

Lre there ways in which the family could better care for jyour
clovthes? Yes 1.0

If " es" - In wiat ways?

L1, Would the family like you to take better care of your own clotlies?

Ycs 1.0
itaype Dorn't kuoow
If "yes" ) or "mayoe" - In what ways?
~OW tlie questions are about sz2wingz in the home,
L2. Do you have a sewing racuin2 in your femily? Yes 0

If "no" - Wiat is tie reason?



L6,

ut.

o

If "yes" - Do you feel tids sewing machiine is adequate (zood enousii)

for family usc?

If "no" - In whet

Do you think a new machins

fre you ever called won Lo repair the

aow ao you feel about your wife or caughier

a,

Saves money
Better fitting

b. et are the disadvantaoas

"

Some people notice
do you feel about any disorder

If Is your aislike

the sewingz done

"objects"

If "yes" - low?

Tiie awount of home sewing done
appreciave Leving your wife or

clothies, about the same numoer
lore Wlyr?
Same Why?
Less Wiy ?

With family neesds for clotuing
do?

In your opinion what are th

lonz
Part of education

dis or cor around the

i1cS 1.0

way is 1t not adequate?

is nzaded?
Yas

fanily sewing machine?
Yzs 1.0

sewing?

of sewinz in the nome?

<

e advanteres

Oxhers

Y

of sewinz in the home?

1ONE

Othar
ilouse, otilers do not, How
that sewing may cause?

or oujection strongz enough to efiect
in the home? Yes e}

varies from nome to home. Would jou
daughiter make more of their owm
as now, or less of their own clothes?

in mind, which of tue following do you

a. Look at clothing ads in the newspaper.



o. kead newspaper or magazine articles on clothing,
c. Listen to clotiiing comments on the radio,

d. Look at clothinz in mail order catalozues,

e, Look in store windows,

f., Listen to Li clothinz demonstrations.

=, "Waiclh style shows on television.

li, Attend style shows,

L9, W.ich of tices just mentioned are you ant to do when thinking avout
,our own clotues?

J

50, a, Do you feel that livins in a rural community affects thie cloth-
inz of your family in any particular wey?  Yfes Lo

It "res®™ - In what weys?

b, Will 'dress-up' clothes ve diffaerent in a rural community than
in a city?
If "yes" - In what ways?
If "ao" - Why?

51. a. Some people seeck thz opinion of othiers about what to wear and
others do not., When special occasions arise are you ever asked
to nelp decide what various members of the family snould wear?

Yes nO

If "yes" - In what ways?
IT "no" - Who makas the wecisions?

t. Do you ever offer sugsze

stions as to what family members siould
wear without veing askad?

Yes o
If "yes" - Are your suggestions usnally followed?

52, When you 'dress-upt' do you ask some one in the family what you
shiould wear?
Sometimes Yes 10

If "yes" or "sometimes" - Wiat?

¥i.0?
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I "no" - Would you exclain wihy you do not?

Vo family merbzrs t=211 you wizi to wear or wiat not to wcar
sour asking them? Sometimes Yes
As a veneral rule uo ou approve of vour owm appeara

JXCa¢ PRI J. O 1058 ap nce

Yes

If "no" - Wiy not?

Do you tuinic that family newsers like tle way you cress?
Ycs

now would you say family members snow this?

For wiet occasions are y urself particularly interested

Lre you proua of the way your fawmily usually dresses?
Ycs
In wiat ways are jou proud (not prouu) of them?

a

or not ncarly as well drsssed?

o, In wiat Wway do you feel youwr family is

.0

O

@]

without

in veing

. 1ow do you thirX your family compares in oress with other fami-
lies you know -- are tuey very wuch better dressed, somewhat
better dressed, dressed the same, somewnat less woll dressed,

when comparea to other families you xnow?

oW ao ;ou want your family to compere in dress with other families

sou kKnow,

Do you feel tiat clothing shows uow much morncy a family has?
Yes

In at ways?

.y
o

Yould you like your farily to have a larger nunver of clot!
ies

If "yes®™ - Yho?

T .
wi.at?

Would jou like your family to Liave tettar qua2lit. cloties?

1e

10

es?

110



.

71

a, If it were possivle to have only onz membor of your family
appear wa2ll dressed Who co you tuinic it snould be?
Wiy ?

v, YWio would bte naxt in line? wWhy?

Do you have any sucscestions as to lLow the clothing practices within
your family coulc ve lmproved?

Do you feel tuat what was sooa enough in clothing for you as a boy
is good enough for your son? Yes 10

&, Do you fzel that your attitudcs as a father toward clothing
-cour femil, have oveen iniluznced oy

1. Your father's attituds toward clothing bhis lanily?
2. Tie kind of clothinz you wore as a child?

b. Do vou fezl that your attitude toward cloiiing has bLean
influesnced by:

1. i.cmoers of your immeciate fewmily?

2. Pcople in the community?
3. In what otier weys?

I lLave been asking jyou many quzstions about fanmily clothin:
thers other ways that you, as a fatner, function in rererdcs o
clotiin; the family? In ovier words Lave I ommitted an thing?

row ey I nave the following information about you?

o

Vi:at is your nationality wvack. rounc?

Do you mind telling me liow old you arc?

iat was the last grads jyou attendsd in schiool?

dave you ever lived outside hiillsaale County?

If ®res" - UWliere?

liow long heve jyou lived in this townsidp?
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you tell me widchi l2tbzr on this card indicates the income
<t of your famil,?

WAl A
N0 (9T

srack

A, % 1,000 == 2,000 T. v €,006 == & 7,000
. ow 2,000 == ¢ 3,000 G. @ 7,000 -- ¢ (,000
C. & 3,000 == 4,000 . % 6,000 == . 9,000
J. w L,000 -- ¢ 5,000 f, % 9,000 == 10,000

B, % 5,000 == ¢,0C0 J. «10,000 -- above
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