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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Since 1920, radio, including its clients, advertising
firms, networks, stations,and all of the other agencies
which work with the industry, has become,of the larger
industries in the United States. Research has been carried
out on the national networke, stations, programming policies,
listening habits of the listenerse, and various other phases
of radio. However, as far as could be ascertained, nothing
has been done to determine what the regional radio networks

of the United States are contributing to the industry.

I, THE PURPOSE

Statement of the purpgse. It was the purpose of this

study to gather as much material as possible on the region-
al networks of the United States. The author wished to find
out what sort of programs thess networks were putting out on
their wires to the member statiéns.Also. he wished to deter-
mine what part of the program structure of these member
stations was made up of programs from the regional network
in comparison to the amount made up of rrograms from the
national networks, the rates of the various networks for
program time, and some of their program policies. Coverage,

both physical and in number of persons, was to be determined



for a number of the regionai networks.
ITI. DEFINITION OF TERMS USED

Regional Radio Network. The termx "network" has been

defined as a group of stations bound together by permanent
lines. However, for the purpose of this study, regional
radio network shall mean those 46 networks which are listed

as such in the 1948 Edition, Yearbook of Eroadcasting
Weeklx.l

Program structure Program structure has been construed

to mean the entire group of programs on a station over a

given period of time.

Phyeical coverage. The physical coverage of the networks
a8 i1llustrated on the coverage maps means the primary area
served by that network. In some cases this area has been
determined by mail receipts and in other cases by a field

strength survey.,

1 "Regional Radio Networks of the United States,"
Broadcasting Weekly, 1948 Yearbook Edition.



CHAPTER II
HISTORY OF NETWORK BROADCASTING

The history of network broadcasting is the history of
regional networks, because the first networks which were set
up in this country were in reality regional ones. The first
network in existence was on January 4, 1924, when station
WEAF in New York was hooked up with station WNAC in Boston}
It was a rather complicated system in which the program was
taken off the air in Worcester, Massachusetts, and trans-
mitted from there by telephone to the WNAC studios. An an-
nouncer had to 8it in a hotel room in Worcester with an
engineer and make all station identification announcerents.
The success of the venture made the people in the industry
believe that there was a future in network broadcasting and

they worked to perfect their techniqgue.

The first real test of network broadcasting came in
June, 1923. Telephone lines had connected stafion WEAF with
stations WGY in Schenectady, KDKA in Pittsburgh and KYW in
Chicago. The occasion for the broadcast was a banquet dur-

ing a meeting of the National Flectriec Light Association

l.Archer, Gleason L., History of Radio (New York: Amer-
ican Book-Stratford Press, Inc., 1938), p. 313.



in New York.2 As a result of this broadcast, a very unique
network came into being. Col. Edward H.R.Green, an eccen-
tric millionaire who w28 one of the few persons who could
afford to have a private radio station of his own, came into
New York with a request that his station be connected with
station WEAF so that he could broadcast the same programs as
WEAF. He offered to broadcast all of the commercial programs
and pay a fee for the sustalning programs. His offer was
accepted, and the first permanent network came into being.3
It offered engineers a wonderful opportunity to work many

of the bugs out of network broadcasting.

The first national network was proposed in the summer of
1923, but it did not materialize. The occasion was to have
been a speech by President Warren G. Harding on July 31, but
because of the serious illness of the President on that
date, the broadcast was not made.u The oprortunity for a
national hook-up d4id not present itself again until
January 1, 1927, when the Rose Bowl football game was broad-

cast from Pasadena, California.

Network broadcasting got its first big boost in 1926,

2Ibid. p. 313
3Ivid. p. 313
41pid. p. 314
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when the National Broadcasting Company was organized by Gen-
eral Electric, Westinghouse, and the Radio Corporation of
America, The organization was to e one of public serswige.
It was formed to combine the vast technical and financial
resources of the companies concerned. The first program
over this infant network was The Eveready Hour, a program
which offered a wide variety of entertainment. The National
Broadocasting Company continued togrow until it reachsd the
point where the Federal Government declared it a monopoly,
and forced it to break its Red and Blue networks up into two

networks, Out of this came the American Broadcasting Com-

pany.

The second of the large networks was aréanized in 1927,
This was the Columbia Broadcasting System, originally named
the United Independent Broadcasters., CBS, as it 1s known
now, has continued to be one of the domlnant networks,

The oldest of the regional networks which exist today
is the Don Lee Network, which Wwas arganized &n December 13,
1928, It has continued to expanmd in number of stations and
in area covered until it is now the largest of the regional
networks, followed closely by the Yankee Natwork, which was
organized in 1930,

Additional regional networks have been organized, and

the 1949 edition, Yearbook of Bmpadcasting Weekly, lists 53







6
in the United States.? This in an increase of 7 over 194&.

In addition, there are also a number of frequency modula-
tion networks. If, as the experts so predict, frequency
nodulation continues to increase in popularity.6 it is
reasonable to suppose that regional networks of FM stations
will continue to increase in importance..If enough FM sta-
tions are started in the more svarsely settled sections of
the United States, more FM networks will probably be organ-
ized. FM networks, in this letter case, wculd need no lines
for transmission of their broadocusts, because one FM sta-
tion could pick up the broadcasts of another station and
broadcast it directly. This has already been accomplished
in some regions of the United States. One instance is in
Ohio where a regional network of FM stations broadcast foot-
ball games in 1947..Also, the Tobacco Network in North
Carolina uses frequency modulation for the rela& of prograns

which are broadcast over AY stations.

With the development and expansion of television, the
future of AM broadcasting is uncertain. Mr. Coy, in the
previously quoted speech, stated that in five years, tele

vision would be the dorinant form of entertainwrent, but that

5"Regiona1 Radio Networks of the United States,"
Broadcasting Weekly, 1949 Yearbook Edition.

6Coy. Wayne M., "The Future of AM, FM and Tele-
vision," a speech given to the Institute for Education by
Radio, Columbus, Ohio, March 4, 1c4g,




for many years to come, AM and FM broadcasting would con-
tinue to occupy an inportant place, especlally in the rural

areas of the United States.7

If this prediction is true, the future of regional net-
works should be assured. Local stations have neither the
finances nor the available talent to produce really excep-
tional radio programs as standard fare for their listeners.
Through network organization, they are able to obtain high

Quality programs to give to the listening public.

TIvid.

——



CHAPTER III
PROCEDURE OF THE SURVEY

It was felt that in order to accomplish this survey,
three areas should be covered. The first was to be a dis-
cussion of the over-all picture of the network, the second
a table of stations for the network, and the third was to

be a coverage map for the network.

In order to get the basic naterial on the network, a
personal letter was sent to the headquarters or the key sta-
tion of each of the 46 regional networks listed in the 1S48

Edition, Yearbook of Broadcasting. The letter asked for a

station breakdown of the network, the type of agreerent
which existed between the stations and the network, the or-
ganizational set-up, and a promotional brochure if one exist-
ed. Responses were received from 25 of the networks. A
follow-up letter was sent to the 21 who did not answer the
first request. From this second letter, 12 answers were re-
ceived, making a total of 37 of the 46 networke. Of this
37. 8ix stated that they no longer existed as networks. It
was decided that two of the remaining 31 should not bg sur-
veyed. One was the Aloha Network in the Hawaiian Islands
and the other was the Intercollegiate Broadcasting Systen,

an organization of the wired-wireless stations which are



found on college campuses around the United States. OFf the
reraining 29, a group of 21 was selected on the basis of
geographic representation, size, type of network and will-

ingness to cooperate in the survey.

The material furnished by fhe networks was then checked
with the material which was necessary to complete the sur-
vey. In the light of this check, a questionnaire was com-
piled and sent to the headquarters of the various networks
which were to be surveyed. Additional questionnaires were
sent until all networks had completed and returned one. A
sample of this questionnaire will be found on page 12.

It was also necessary to secure sonme information from
the member stations of the networks in order to complete the
discussion and to give one piece of information for the
table of stations. A questionnaire was sent to each of the
member stations of the networks. After answers had been
received, additional questionnaires were sent until
questionnaires had been received from at least 50% of the
stations in each of the networks. A sample of this ques-
tionnaire will be found on page 13.

From these two questionnaires and the material furnish-
ed by the networks, the discussion wis formulated.

Most of the material in the table of stations was fur-

nished by the network headquarters. However, there was one
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item which could not be furnished in all cases. This was the
coverage, in number of persons, for each of the affiliates,
A question requesting this information was included on the
station guestionnaire. In sorme instances, the figure was
supprlied by the network. The problem remained of what to do
about the stations on which the data was not available.The
author was inforned by Standard Rate and Data Service that
it was impossible to deternine the coverage of a radio sta-
tion in number of persons unless a survey could be made on
the spot.l It was determined that the vast majority of the
stations in the networks were 250 watt, local stations. For
this reason, it was felt that the radio homes in the county

in which the station was located would represent the major-

ity of the radio homes served by the station.

Therefore, when one nurber is found under "coverage" in
the table of stations, that number represents the figure
_given either by the station of the network as the coverage
of the station. When two numbers are found, the top num-
ber represents the number of radio homes in the city and

the bottom number the county in which the station is locat-

1Personal letter to the author from McCormack M.
chndree. Rate Service Manager, Standard Rate and Data
ervice,
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ed. The figures on radio homes was taken from the 1548 re-

port of the Broadcast Measurerent Bureau.2

The coverage maps were compiled from material furnished
by the networks concerned. Three of the networks which were
surveyed did not have coverage maps, and estimates were made
for these networks by taking an average coverage for sinilar

stations in the same area,

To facilitate the writing and reading of the survey, a
division was made into chapters according to geographiéal
location of the networks. Chapter IV contains the networks
of the Northeastern United States. The networks of South-
eastern United States are in Chapter V with those of North
Central and South Central United States in Chapters VI and
VII respectively. Chapter VIII has the networks of North-
western United States and the networks of Southwestern
United States in Chapter IX. Although the Don Lee Network
covers the West Coast, it has been included in the networks

of Southwestern United States.

2Radig Farilies--USA,(New York: Broadcast Meas-
urement Bureau, Inc., 1948)
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10,

11,

- 12

WVhen was the network formed?

Is the network incorrorated?

If so, under the laws of what state?

Is this the original network? If not, what was the

name of the original net?

Does the network have an established program policy of
its own? If so, and it is in printed form,would
you please forward a copy with this questionnaire? If

the network has no established program policy, do you

follow the program policy of: NBC CBS ABC

¥BS NAB

Is there a constant schedule of programs on the net?
If not, aprroximately how often does the net carry a

program?

Does the network have permanently leased lines?

Are these lines reversible?

Do the individual stations feed to the net?

Ie the regional network sold as a unit to the major

Network?

Does the regional network hold option time on its nmem-

ber stations?

Does each program have to be cleared with each station?




1,

What is the aprroximate coverage in number of persons
served by your station? If you have the results
cf a survey, either Conlon or Hooper, would you

include it with this questionnaire?

What approximate percent of your programs do you take

from the regional network? Less than 5%

5 to 10 10 to 15 15 to 2C more than 20

What approximate per%ént cf your vrograms do you take
from the major network? 15 to 20__ 20 to 25

25 to 30_____ 30 to 35 35 to 4O 40 to 45
45 to 50____50 to 55____ 55 to 60

more than 60

How frequently do you feed programs to the net? Once
a week Once a month seldom and not on

schedule not at all

If you do feed programs to the network, what sort of

progrars have they been?_

Approximately what rercent of the regional network's

programs are: Sustaining Commercial

What is your operating time per day in numter of hours?




10.

11l.

12.

13.

14

Do you operate: Daytime Unlimited Day-
Night ?
How rany persons (full time) are emrloyed by your eta-

tion?

How many other stations are in your locality?
How long has your station been on the regional net?

Do you have FM at the present time? If so, does
the FM carry the same programs as AM? If not,

what differences exist?

Do you anticipate television in the near future?



CHAPTER IV

REGIONAL NETWORKS OF THE NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES

There are five regional networks to be found in the
Northeastern United States. These are the New England,

Maine, Yankee, Connecticut State and Quaker Networks.

The author has surveyed the New England, Maine, Yankee,
and Conneoticut State networks. In the following chapter
will be found the discussion, table of stations, and the
coverage map for each of these four networks as well as the

table of stations for the Quaker Network.
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CONNECTICUT STATE NETWORK

The Connecticut State Network is camposed of seven sta-
tions, five of which are members of the American Broadcasting
Company. The other two are independent stations, It is a
non-profit corporation under the laws of Connecticut, with
no salaried officers., The network was formed in 1943 but
did not take on incorporated status until 1947, Actually it
1s a working agreement among the stations and its affairs
are handled by a committes composed of a representative of
each of the participating stations, Business affairs are

handled by WTHT, the key station of the network, in Hartford,

Since all stations are not members of a single major net-
work, the regional network is not sold as a unit to the Ame-
rican Broadcasting Company except in special cases, The
stations are connected by reversible lines, and the meuber
stations do occasionally feed programs to the network, How-

ever, most of these programs are of a public service nature,

As of February 1, 1948, the rates on the network fol-
lowed this schedule. A nightime program lasting one hour
cost $660,00, while a daytime program of the same length
cost $390., Rates were scaled accordingly for programs of
shorter lengths, The rates included 1line costs., Scripts
Tfor programs had to be in the hands of the originating sta-

tion at least twenty~four hours before the time of broadcast.



17

Payments for programs of a political nature had to be made
in advance. The network would allow 15% commission to recog-

nized agencies.

At the time of writing, there was a constant flow of pro-
grams on the network but this was unusual, For the most
part, programs are put on the network only for special events.
Most of the programs which have gone out on the net have
been of a sustainihg nature. Of the four stations which an-
swered the questionnaire, three stated that 90% of the pro-
grams which they had taken from the network had been public
service programs. Among the programs which the network airs
more or less regularly are reports to the people of the state
from the Governor and the Senators, and programs in support
of various drives such as the Community Chest and the Cancer
Campaign. Most of the programs which have been sold by the

network have been of a political nature.

The stations state that they take less than 5% of their
entire program structure from the regional network. In con-
trast, they say that they take approximately 50% of their

programs from the major network.

These stations answering the questionnaire which also
had frequency modulation stations said that they duplicated

on FM the program structure of the AM station.
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Figure 1.

Coverage of the Connecticut State Network
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MAINE BROADCASTING SYSTEM

There are three stations in the ‘laine Broadcasting Sys-
tem, All three stations are members of the National Broad-
casting Company, Also, all of the stations are owned by one
compény. The networks was farmed in 1945 and is not incor-

porated,

There is a constant flow of programs on the network,
Among those programs which arse carried regularly are four
fifteen-minute newscasts daily, a half-hour agricultural
broadcast six times weekly and one fifteen-mlinute morning
musical program five days weekly in addition to two morning
transcribed programs, Also, the network tries to give cove-
rage of spaclal events which would be of interest to the

people of iiaine,

The network uses the National Broadcasting Company lines
far 1ts broadcasts, These lines are not reversible, Ilowever,
the individual stations do furnish programs to the network,
anmd this is done by setting up special lines, The network
is not sold as a unit to the major network., The Maine Broad-
casting System does not hold option time on its member sta-
tions and each program has to be cleared with the individual
stations before broadcast, The key station of the nsetwork

is WCSH in Portland,

The following rates are in effect on the ilaine Broad-
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ing System. A one-hour program on Class A time sells for
$361.00, on Class B time, $276,75 and on Class C time,
$180.50. News broadcasts are available for sponsorship and
the network allows one l25-word commercial to be read on

each fifteen-minute program.

The stations of the network take 5% to 10% of their pro-
gram structure from the regional network. These programs
are about equally divided between commercial and sustaining
programs. They take from 55% to 60% of their programs from
the National Broadcasting System.

None of the stations in the Maine Broadocasting System

have frequenocy modulation stations.
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Figure 2,

Coverage of the Maine Broadcasting System
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NEW ENGLAND NETWORK

The New England Network is composed of six stations. all
members of the National Broadcasting Company. The network
was formed in 1941, and is not incorporated. It is organ-
ized under "Articles of Association," and is operated by a
board of directors made up of one member from each of the
affiliated stations. Responsibility for day to day opera-
tion rests with the chairman of the board of directors.

The network does have a constant flow of programs over
its wires. Among its regular programs is "The New England
College Glee Clubs," which picks up broadcasts from the glee
clubs of the many colleges in New England. This is a spon-
sored broadcast. It also has a regular sustaining program
originating from Washington which features a round -table dis-
cussion by the Senators and Representatives from the New
England states. The network does have permanently leased
lines, and these lines are reversible between Hartford and
Boston. Actually the network has very little time for sale.
It does, however, hold option time on its membsr stations
for time which is not used by the National Broadcasting
Company. Programs still have to be cleared with the individ-
ual stations before broadcast. The individual stations do
not feed programs to the network as a rule. Station WBZ is
the key station of the network, and station WTIC also feeds

a number of programs to the network.
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Rates are based on tﬁe rate cards of the individual
stations. The following rates are in effeoct for the New
England Network. A one-hour program, Class A time, costs
$1540.00. Class B time would coet $770.00 for one hour,
and Class D time sells for $1155.00 an hour. These rates
are for the entire network. However, combinations of sta-
tions are available. All continuities and soripts must be
submitted for the approval of the Program Direotor one week

in adwanoce.

The stations of the network take less than 5% of their
programs from the New England Network. These programs are
almost wholly of a commercial nature. Of the four stations
which answered the questionnaire, three stated that better
than 80% of the network programs were commercial. In oon-
trast, the stations take approximately 50% of their programs
from the National Broadcasting Company.

Two of the stations answering the questionnaire did
have frequency modulation stations, and both of them d4id
duplicate the programs from the AM station.
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Figure 3.
Coverage of the New England Network
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YANKEE NETWORK

The Yankee Network is composed of twenty-four stations
located in all of the New England States. All the members
of the Yankee Network are affiliates of the Mutual Broadcast-
ing System. The Yankee Network is one of the oldest of the
regional networks, having been formed in 1930. It is inocor-
porated in the state of Massachusetts.

There is a constant flow of programs on the Yankee Net-
work. Among the programs which go out regularly are a news-
cast which is on the air six times each week, a recorded pro-
gram which is on every Monday, Wednesday and Friday,the Deems
Taylor Concert Series which is heard on the network five
nights a week, a mystery show each Sunday, and a quiz-show
three times a week. In addition to these programs, the
Yankee Neswork has a number of sustaining shows on the air.
It does try to furnish its member stations with public ser-
vice programs. The network maintains permanently leased
lines for its broadocasts. However, ite lines are not rever-
sible, and as a result, the member stations of the network do
not feed programs to the network as a rule. Most of the pro-
grame originat“at WNAC, the key station of the Yankee Net-
work. In case of special events occurring near one of the
member stations, special lines would be set up to WNAC for

the broadocast.

Rates on the Yankee Network follow this schedule. A
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one-hour program on Class A time, which is time between 6 and
10:30 P.¥. would sell for $2505.00. This length program on
Sunday afternoon would sell for $1875.00. On Class B time,
which is time between & A.M. and 6 P.M, and from 10:30 to
12:00 P.M., would eell for $1252.00. These rates are for the
full network, and include line charges. Special groups of
stations are available. In case the advertiser wished a
special group, the rate would be based on the rate cards of
the stations concerned. The Yankee Network maintains sales,
program, production, music, public relations and publicity
departments, and they are available to the advertiser at
additional cost.

The stations of the Yankee Network take nearly 15% of
their program structure from the regional network. The
eleven stations which answered the questionnaire stated that
the programs were about equally divided between commercial
and sustaining programs. The same stations indicated that
they took approximately 40% of their programs from the Mutual
Broadcasting System.

Twelve stations in the Yankee Network have frequenocy mod-
ulation stations. Those stations which answered the ques-
tionnaire indicated that they did duplicate the program
structure of the AM station in most cases. The differences
were in programs of a local nature which could not be brcad-

cast because of a conflict with network programs.
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CHAPTER :V
REGIONAL NETWORKS OF THE SOUTHEASTERN UNITED STATES

There are three regional networks to be found in the
Southeastern United States. These are the Tobacco Network,
the Georgia Association of Loocal Stations and the Georgia
Major Market Trio.

The author has surveyed the Tobacco Network. In the
following chapter will be found the discussion, table of
stations, and the coverage map for the Tobacco Network, as
well as the table of stations for the Georgia Association of
Local Stations and the Georgia Major Market Trio. |
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TOBACCO NETWORK

The Tobacoo Network is composed of eight stations, six of
whioh are also affiliates of the Mutual Broadcasting System.
The other two are independent stations. The network was
formed in 1944 and is incorporated in the state of North
Carolina.

There 18 a constant flow of programs on the network.

For the week of January 23 to January 29,1949, there was an
average of nine programs per day on the network. One news-
caster was on the network four times daily, slx days a week,
Most of the programs which are on the network are of a cooper-
ative type, which means that the program goes on the network
but is sold locally by each station. The network is unique

in that 1t has no lines whatsocever. The programs are trans-
mitted by frequenocy mcdulation relay, using high-gained,
beamed antenna. Thie is the only one of the networks sur-
veyed which used this method. In addition to the programs,
the network also has a number of epot-announcements for ocom-
mercoial advertisers., The network does hold a certain amount
of option time on its member stations, but the programs still
must be cleared with the stations before broadcast. Occa-
siocnally the member stations do feed programs to the network,
but most of the programs originate at WRAL, the key station

of the Tobacco Network. Most of the programs which the individ-

val stations do feed to the network are special events occur-
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ring in the vicinity of the station which would be of inter-

est to the people of North Carolina.

The rates on the Tobacoo Network follow this schedule. A
one-hour program on Class A time, which is all time from 8:00
A.M, until 10:30 P.M. daily, costs the advertiser $200.00 for
the full network. The same length program on Class B tinme,
which is all other time, would sell for $150.00. Frequency
discounts are allowable. The program on Clase A time broadocast
for 260 times would then cost $160.00 per program. Any com-
bination of stations on the Tobacco Network i1s available if
8o desired. The network maintains continuity, program, pro-
duction, publicity and merchandising departments which are
available to the advertiser.

The stations of the Tobaoco Network take slightly over
5% of their program structure from the network. Most of the
programs on the network are of a commercial nature. The sta-
tions of the Tobacco Network which are also affiliates of
the Mutual Broadcasting System take approximately 40% of

their program struoture from the national network,

Four of the stations on the network have frequenoy mod-
ulation stations. These stations do duplicate a portion of
the programs on the AM station. However, they tend to use
the FM station for coverage of strictly lpcal events which
might take place when a network program was on the air on

the AM station.
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Figure 5.

Coverage of the Tobacco Network
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CHAPTER ¥I

REGIONAL NETWORKS OF THE NORTH CENTRAL UNITED STATES,

There are nine regional networks to be found in the
North Central United States. These are the Great Northern,
Inland, Iowa Tall Corn, Northwest, Paul Bunyan, Wolverine,

Arrowhead, Dairyland and Wisconsin Networks.

The author has surveyed the Great Northern, Inland,
Iowa Tall Corn, Northwest, Paul Bunyan and Wolverine Net-
works. In the following chapter will be found the discus-
sion, table of stations and the coverage maps for these
networks, as well as the table of stations for the Arrow-

head, Dairyland and Wisconsin networks.
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GREAT NORTHERN BROADCASTING SYSTEM

The Great Northern Broadcasting System is composed of
12 stations in three states, all of which are members of the
Mutual Broadcasting System. It is incorporated under the

laws of ﬁinnesota. The network was formed in 1945.

Although all the stations are members of one network,
the regional network is not 80ld as a unit to the Mutual
Broadocasting System. The network, when it operates, uses
the lines of Mutual. These lines are reversible from WLOL,
the key station of the network of WGCX, Williston, North
Dakota. However, stations KMHL and KDHL are not on this
circuit. Occasionally the member stations do feed programs
to the network. One program in which all members partici-
pated is a weather round-up during the winter months. Most
of the programs fed by the individual stations are of a sus-

taining nature.

Rates for the network are based on the rate cards of the
individual stations. As of January 14, 1948, a one-hour
program on Class A time sold for $1184.00. On Class B time
1t was worth $795.25 and on Class C was $546.30. Any group
of stations could be purchased, although programs had to be
cleared with each station before it was broadoast. An ad-

vertiser desiring to use four of the stations would get the
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price of the regular rate ocards, less 24%, for eight sta-
tions the discount would be 5% and for the full network of
twelve stations, the advertiser would be allowed a discount
of 74%. Mutual cooperative programs are available for spon-
sorheip on the entire network and the network does have

production services available.

There is not a constant flow of programs on the net.
The programs which have gone out on the network have been
equally divided between commercial and sustaining programs.
Most of the commercial programs have been of a politiocal
nature in which the sponsoring group has purchased the sta-
tions within the state in which the campaign is taking place.
Among the sustaining shows are the aforementioned weather
round-up, Comrunity Chest programs, and a program which led
a drive for collection of a fund for survivors of a bus ac-
cident which took the lives of six members of a baseball

team,

The stations answering the questionnaire stated that
they took less than 5% of their program structure from the
regional network, while taking approximately 50% from the

national network.

None of the stations in the Great Northern Broadcast-

ing System have frequency modulation as yet.
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Figure 6,

Coverage of the Great Northern Network
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Figure 6,

Coverage of the Great Northern Network
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INLAND BROADCASTING COMPANY

The Inland Broadcasting Company is composed of three
stations, all in Nebraska. The stations are under common
ownership and are all members of the Mutual Broadcasting
System. Inland is a basic leg of Mutual. The network was
formed in 1947 and is not 1ncorporated. Business affairs

of the network are handled by station KBON in Lincoln.

The network is sold as a unit to the national network.
Lines for the network are reversible and occasionally sta-
tions other than the key station do feed programs to the net.
Programs from stations other than KBON are usually of a sus-

taining nature.

A sampling of rates shows that at 10:15 in the mormning,
a half-hour program, sold for 13 weeks, would cost the spon-
sor $64.13 per program. At 9:45 in the evening, a fifteen
minute program, sold for one year, would cost $50.63 for
each program. At 8:00 in the evening, a one-minute announce-
ment, s0ld for 52 times, would sell for $20.25 each. These
rates are for liﬁe charges and time only. However, there is
no additional charge made for BMI, ASCAP or SESAC music. The
network will accept no advertising for hard liquor. However,
it will take beer or light wine ads. There are facilities
available for remote broadcasts, should they be desired. The

regular rates would hold for recorded program,
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There i8 not a constant flow of programs on the net-
work, other than those of Mutual. However, the Inland Net-
work has done consideraﬁle work for regional advertisers, and
does maintain full promotions services in addition to those
maintained by the individual stations. The stations take
less than 5% of their program structure from the Inland Net-

work while taking approximately 45% from Mutual.

One station, KBON, does have FM and the programs on it

are a duplication of the programs on the AM station.
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Figure 11,

Coverage of the Inland Network
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IOWA TALL CORN NETWORK

The Iowa Tall Corn Network is composed of sixteen sta-
tions, nine of which are membters of the Mutual Broadcasting
System. The other seven stations are independents. The
stations cover the state of Iowa completely. The network was
formed in 1946, and is not incorporated. Rather, it is an
assoclation of stations, with a manager who represents the
network in sale of time.

There is a constant flow of programs on the network.

The network does maintain permanently leased lines to most of
the stations, and when demanded, special circuits are set up

to the rest. These lines are not reversible. However; there
are a number of programs fed to the network from the individ-

ual stations, and for this purpose, special lines are set up.

The network is available a8 a unit, or in small groups.
There are six of these groups, set up 8o as to furnish cov-
erage in special parts of Iowa. In the Northeast Group are
KICM, KAYX, KDEC, and KDTH. KICD, KICM, KVFD, KFJB, KWDM
and KSIB compose the Central Six Group. The Central Four
Group is made up of KVFD, KFJB, KWDM and KSIB. In the Great-
er Mississippi Group are KDEC, KDTH, KROS, KSTT, KWPC and
KOKX. The Southeast Group is composed of KROS, KSTT and
KWPC. The largest group is the Greater Iowa Group which is
made up of KICD, KICM, KVFD, KAYX, KFJB, KWDM and KSIB.
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Rates for the Iowa Tall Corn Network are set up on the rate
cards of the individual stations. However, an advertiser us-
ing three of the stations would receive a discount of 234, If
he used five of the stations, there would be a discount of 5%.
Seven stations would receive a discount of 74%, and so on to
the full network. Mutual cooperative programs are available
for sponsorship. Beer and light wine ads are acceptable ex-
cept at station WDEC. Production services are available,
and the headquarters of the network will work out special

programs. Political broadcasts are accevtable.

The stations on the network state that they take less
than 5% of their program structure from the regional network.
They also take less of their program structure from the major
network, using only 30%. The Iowa Tall Corn Network makes
no attempt to furnish its member stations with a constant .
flow of sustaining programs. Most of the vrograms which have
gone out on the network have been of a commercial nature.
Most of the stations which answered the questionnaire stated

that 100% of the network's shows were commercial.

Four of the stations whioh answered the questionnaire
had frequency modulation stations. Three of them duplicated
the programming of the AM station. The other station had
only 15% dupliocation.
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of the Iowa Tall Corn Network
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NORTHWEST NETWORK

The Northwest Network is composed of ten stations, all
affiliates of the National Broadcasting Company. Its effec-
tive cov?rage is in the three states of North Dakota, South
Dakota and Minnesota. The network is not incorporated. It
is an agreement among the stations concerned. Network oper-
ations are handled by KSTP, the key station of the network,
and the key station of the Northwest leg of NBC.

There is not a constant flow of programs on the net-
work, It comes into operation only when a sponsor desires
coverage in the area, or when an event of regional interest
takes place. The network operates on the lines of the
National Broadcasting Company. It holds no option time on
its member stations, and each program has to be cleared with

the individual stations before broadcast.

Rates are based on the individual station rate cards. No
additional charge is made for lines. Talent fees are extra.
Any combination of the stations on the network may be ob-

tained. Frequency discounts are allowed.

The stations take less than 5% of their program struc-
ture from the regional network. These programs are primarily
commercial programs. The stations take approximately 55% of
their programs from NBC, Only rarely do the individual sta-
tions feed programs to the nétwork. When théy do, the pro-

grams are of a sustaining nature.
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Two of the stations whioch answered the questionnaire
did have frequency modulation stations. One of these sta-
tions duplicated the program structure of the AM station.
The other one stated that the FM station was used to broad-
cast local programs., It d4id, however, broadcast a great

nunber of the same programrs as the AM station.
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Figure 8,

Coverage of the Northwest Network
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PAUL BUNYAN NETWORK

The Paul Bunyan Network is composed of four stations in
Northern Michigan. All four stations are members of the
Mutual Broadocasting System and all are owned by the same
company. The network was formed in 1945 and is not incor-

porated. However, the name of the network is copyrighted.

The network is s0ld as a unit to the national network.
It 18 connected with permanently leased lines, and these
lines are reversible. As a result, these individual sta-
tions do feed programs to the network, The Paul Bunyan Net-
work does not hold option time on its individual stations,
and each program has to be cleared with the stations before
broadcast. Since all stations are owned by the same compa-

ny, there is very little trouble in this latter case.

The network does try to have a constant flow of programs
on its member itationo. Sports is one of its important
sources of program material. Also, the network tries to
give coverage of regional problems. Among these are region-
al agriculture programs, regional highway problems and in-
formation, fishing and hunting information, and information

on somé of the resort problems which face the area.

Rates on the Paul Bunyan Network follow this schedule. A
one-hour program on Class A time, which is time from 11:30
A.M, to 1:00 P,M, and from 6 to 10 P.M., and also all day
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Sunday, costs $150.00. A one-hour program on Class B time,
which is all other time, costs $105.00. Frequency discounts
are allowable, and this lowers the rate to where a one-hour
program, sold for 52 times on Class A time would cost
$127.50. On Class Be time for the same period, a one-hour
program would cost $89.25. The rates include the services
of an announcer. Remote services are also available, and

rates will be given on request.

The stations on the Paul Bunyan Network take from 5% to
10% of their program structure from the regional network.
Most of these programs are of a sustaining nature. The sta-
tions take approximately 35% of their programs from the
Mutual Broadcasting Systen.

None of the stations on the Paul Bunyan Network have a

frequency modulation station.
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Coverage of the Paul Bunyan Network



WOLVERINE NETWORK

The Wolverine Network is made up of twenty-five stations.
Twenty-one of the stations are in Michigan, three in Wiscon-
8in and one in Illinois. Eleven of the statione are affil-
iates of the Mutual Broadcasting System, six are affiliated
with the American Broadcasting Company, two with the Nation-
al Broadcasting Company and six are independent stations.

The network was formed in 1942 and is incorporated in the
state of Michigan.

There is not a constant flow of programs on the network.
The network does not have permanently leased lines, and
special circuits are set up when an alvertiser desires to use
the network. Programs must be cleared with the individual
stations before broadcast.

The network is available as a unit, or in smaller groups.
There are three basic groups within the Wolverine Network
and four optional stations. Basic Group I is composed of
WOOD or WFUR, WEKNX, WFDF, WILS, WELL, WIBM, WKBZ, and WHLS.
In Basic Group II are WTCM, WEKLA, WATT, WATZ and WMBN, WHDF,
WDBC, WDMJ, WJMS, WIKB, WMAM, and WATW make up Basic Group
III. The four optional stations are stations WJBK, WGFS,
WJJD, and WMLO. Rates are based on the rate cards of the
individual stations of the network. A one-hour program on

Class A time, which is time from 6:00 to 11:00 P.M.,would
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sell for $1450.10. The same iength program on Class B time,
whioch is all other time, would sell for $1008.10. Frequen-
oy discounts are allowable and the same length program, of
sold for twenty-six week,e would cost $1309.86 on Class A
time and $916.29 on Class B time. Rates include only time
costs. Talent is available through production department.
Remote equipment is available, and rates will be au@plied
upon request. Payment for political broadcasts must be made
in advance of broadcast, and Class A rates apply for all po-
litical broadcasts. Soripts for political broadcasts must
be in the hands of the network twenty-four hours before
broadcast time.

The stations of the Wolverine Network take less than 5%
of their program struoture from the regional network. Most
of the programs on the network are of a commercial ma ture.
Howe ver, the network does broadcast some sustaining pro-
grams. These are mostly broadcasts of special events which
would be of interest to the people of Michigan. The sta-
tions state that they take from 40% to 45% of their program
structure from the major networks with which they are af-
filiated.

Only four of the stations in the basic groups have fre-
quenocy modulations stations. One of the optional stations
has FM, These stations do duplicate most of the programs of
the AM station. They are used to broadcast some events of

local interest which oannot.be carried by the AM station.
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Figure 10,

Coverage of the Wolverine Network
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