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ABSTRACT

WWJ, "THE WORLD'S FIRST BADIO STATION"
A HISTORY

by Robert Preston Riwes

The purpose of this study is to present a systematic
narrative of the past events which lad to tha establishmant
and subsequant devalopmant of WWJ, "the world's first com=
mercial radio station to present regular daily prograsmring."”

In addition to an extensive reviuw of the available
pudblished literature, this work ambodies ressarch from many
heretefore umpublished litters, msnuscripts, documants, pro~
gram logs and othar sources. It slso includes significant
dats gathered in personal interviews with brosdcasters who
pexticipated in the founding end/or davelopment of WWJ muver
before reported. More importantly, purheps, it offers a
cemprehensive description and snalysis of the station's
sccemplishments and disappointments within the confines of

@ simgle cover.



Eobert Prestoan Rimes

To fully comprehend the beginnings eof Radie Station
WWJ, it was necessary to trace the ecarly ressarch of broade
sasting plonsers James Maxwell, Hainrich Herts, Cuglislme
Yarcomi, J. A. Floming, end Dr, Les Ds Forest. The work of
De Forest s trested in some detail since his countribution
to WwWl's birth wes more direct and meaningful thas the cfferts
of other early radio exparimentars,

Momentous developmants were also wmads i{n the wirelass
transmission of signals by means of telagraph cods in Michigse
prior teo the founding ef WWJ)., At several port ecitiss, such as
Cleveland and Dutroit, wireless operators were &t work sending
messages by redio to ships on the Grest Lakes, Of psrticular
significance in this regard wee the work of Thomas Clerk, whe
8ls0 played & vitsl role {m convincing the management of The
Detroit Riws that a station should be installsd in thu mewse
peper offices for the purpoea of sunding out late~breaking
bulletins which errivaed too lats to be included in the last
daily edition of The Muws,

The grest part of this thesis {s duvoted to ths yssrs
batween Auzust 20, 1920, and December 31, 1562, And, although
1t {s principally the history of a singls station, the problems
faced by WWJ, as radie was transformed from & toy to & glant
commercial and educational force, are typical eof the grewing

pains suffered by countless outlets across the natiom.



Robert Preston Rimas

The evolution of program formats, schedulus, broed-
casting hours, ¢quipment, 8nd the introduction of wobils
bresdcastiag, timo salus, and thy wyriad slemunts which,
togsthaer, eonstitute 8 broadcasting station, ars raportad
in dutail.

Blographical wmaterial, which delineates the caresrs
of seversl outstanding Datroit brosdcasters including: Willism
E. Scrippe, founder of WWJ; sportscaster Ty Tysca; newscaster
C. C., Bradner} humorist Albsrt Wsaks; dramatist Rux White, and
actor Wyna Wright, is also includad.

Finally, this thesis is davoted ¢xtensively to the
controversy concsrning tha priority of stations, including
the disagre:sment between KDKA end WWJ which has existed for
yoars, It i{s hoped that mew light will be shed on the sube
Ject by this study and that the quastiom of which station
can justly claim to be "the World's First" has been finally

snswereaed,
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PREFACE

The purpose of this study i{s to describe the events
which led to thas founding, end the subsaquent davelopmant
of Radio Statiom WWJ, Detroit.

Since WWJ is regarded by many sources within the
communications industry as 'The World's First Radio Station,”
it is izmadiately spperant that & detailed examination and
sunalysis of ite founding is tha logical baginning in the study
of commercial radio broadcasting history.

Assuming that WWJ is typical of many stations, it must
follow that its growing pains parallel and reflect those of
outlets which mushroomed i{n the broadcasting fleld during tha
sarly 1920s.

To the best knowladge of the staff and mansgement of
WiWJ, such sn extensive study of the station's history has
never been undertaken., Before this project was bugun only
fragmentary, incomplste, and sometimes, inaccurste historises
axistad,

1t 1is hoped that this thesis will £i11 the urgant need
for 8 comprehensive history of WWJ, and, in turm, broadcasting's
very beginnings, within the confines of a single cover,

114



1t seems that niarly every membar of thae .WJ staff
helped in the proparation of this thssis by freely contributing
faformation, suggsetions and encouragemont. Thanke should go to
Edwin K. Wheeler, James Schiavone, snd Seymour Kapetansky,

Specisl thanks are extended to tha "Associste Editors™,
to Heury C., Rogars and to wy wife, Mary Jane,

iv
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IEIRODUSTION

Comparad to ths Roaring Twanties in which it was
born, WWJ and radio brosdcasting had a quiut, unassuming
bircth. Hot many attended ths delivery om August 20, 1920,
Just & fev close friends whe had watchsd ths infant develop
undar tha skillsd hands of a fuw “amateur operstors,” or
"hams,” as they sre known today,

Although it sesms almost beyond balief mow, Wil's
perent publication, Ih: Detroit Naws, did mot devote a single
word in ite columms to the first uttirsncus of this new found
miracle, christuned wiraluss talephony, exr radie.

While those involved in the first c¢rude broadcssts
wara proud of the nuw arrival, & complacent Detroit yswned
and turned its attuntiom to ths '"major" events of the year.

It was 1920. World War 1 hed ended and the crackere
barrel discuseions turnad, mot to redio broadcasting, but
te the serious comsequunces of the 18th and 19th Amendments
which, freshly emacted, gave women tha right to vota==gad
nobedy the right to s:ll or consuma alcoholic beversgss.

Mom was almost dulirious over har nuw solid oak refrig-

srator which shs purchassd for "only $26.50,% end fillad
1.



2.
with sirloin sceak at 32 c:nts & pound,

Meanwhile, parlor crowds gathered to play the populsr
gome of th. day, Man Jongg, while bascball fans huddlad to
debats ths pros and cons of the "Black Sox" world series
scandal and recurr:nt rcports stout President Wilson's
health., On Broadway, Mary Pickford esoted in "Pollyanns,"
and at the race track & beautiful hors: named Man=O-War was
in his prime,

who could be bothered with "this naw fangled inven=-
tion," radio--ss the wWomun rolled down their stockings and
raised their hizmlines?

who could stop to listun to those noises "comin' from
down ot The News,” as the nation roared into a dscads which
bagen with "blind pigs" aud 'tathtub gin" and which finally

ended in econowlic chaos snd d:praussion?



L_EARLY EXTERDENIS

The sseds for WWJ's early growth were planted in
1827 whea Savary, experimenting with th: trsunsaission of
radio weves, found that a stusl newdls could be magnetiz.d
by the dischargs from 8 Leydun jar.1

In 1873, James Clexk Maxwell, s Scottish professor
of physics, advancsd the theory that light and elictricity
ware both wavas in thas "Fther," traveling st the rata of
186,000 milas per socond.

Following Kaxwell was Hainrich Rudolph Herts, a
German professor, who actually proved the existoncs of
radio wavas,

In 1887...he showed that clictromsgnetic

wvaves arse in complete accordance with the waves

of light and heat, and thereby founded the theory

upen uhtchzall modern radio signelling davicas

are basad,

Ha also built the first transeitter snd recsiver and

s:nt an elaictrical fmpulse across & room,

Whea 8 young inv:ntor in Italy heard about Herta's

1”!:00600.:1:3." Eu. clopaedia Britennice (16 ed.,
1937) vel. XVIIL, p. 883.
b4,

3.



&,
fsmous experimsnt, he undoubtsdly rzssonzd that 1f radie
uwavés could de sunt across a room, why couldn't they ba
sent ecross th: Atlantic?

In 1396, GCuglielmo Marconi lodged his
epplication for the Slro: British patent for
wireless telegraphy.

Aftexr bullding & transwmitter {n Epgland, Mercomi, in
1901, seiled for Kewfoundland where hs censtructed 8 ricslvur,

At last the fataful day for thes experimant
errived, Marconi adjusted his earphonas and
wait.d tenssly., Across the ocean 8 dyramo
whirred end & telugraph key tapped eut thrua
dots, Yorsas code for ths letter "5%, With the
spead of light, the siznal lsaped thu Atlantic
and Marconi heard thres short buszz.s ia his a
hesdsst. Trans=-Atlantic broedcasting had degun!

Tha saxt great contridbution to radie came from J, A,
Flewing of England. In 1504, ha adapted Edison's light buld
te dstect radio signals.

Fluming's tube was ths so-called twoeelimant
tubs, consisting of an enode and & cgtho« in aa
evacuated bulb filled with some gas.

This, seid the courts in New York, wes the forerunnsr
of the modern redio tube. But it rowained for Les De Forust

te add the final third element te thas tube, "the grid,” in

R

.

Ssretea Baker, "Radio Comes of Ags,"” Soemjiox
Bcholastig Megaszins, Oct. 22, 1943, p. 3.

3. A, Flemtng, Pifty Years of ElictriciCy, (London:
The Wirelass Press, 1921) p. 331,



3.
perfecting the "sudion” &s an instrument for gun.rating, es
wall a8 dotucting, redio signals. Up to this time all mas~
sagss had been sent in Morse coda. Tha "sudion' wade {t
pessibla to transmit the human voice.

And slthough all of the early experimants performed
izpertant functions in ths duvulopment of redio broadcasting,
it was the work of Lee D¢ Forest which had the wmost profound
snd lasting affact on the founding of WiJ,

De Forast was born in Council Bluffs, Iowa, August 26,
1873, thas son of Henry Swift sud Anna Margaret Robbins
De Forest., His father was & ministexr whoss desire 4t was to
have his son follow him in the same profissiomn.

Farly in his boyhood, his father becewme
presidsnt of the College for the Colored st

Talledega, Ala,, where the Loy was siwnned

by the othur whits boys bucause of his father's

tssching of Kugroaes,

Baing lonely, young De Forust sarly baicame
interestad in oxparimenting with crude tools.

Hs dosignad a mew farm gat. and built a locomo~

tive out of pine boards end barrels, worke

shop was the room designod for funerals.

After attending Mount Herman School for Boys, he entered
Shaffield Scientifia School, Yale, where he cnrolled in the
first courss {n alictricity to be effuared in any Americanm cole
legs, He was greduatad with the d:gree of Bachalor of Saience

is 1896, 8nd took his Ph, D., slso at Yale, thrue ysars later,

- 6"Le4 Da FYoxast, 87, Eadio Pionser, Dias, "Tha
Baw York Iimas, July 2, 1961, pp. 1 and 32,
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Borrowing §30, he sat out for Chicago, where he
ebtained & job with the Wastern Electric Company. After
working hours, De Forest and a friend, Pdwin Srythe, exper-
imented in & small hall bedroom, jarmud to the door with

wireless spparatus.

Their ladbors rxesulted in the Lfnvention of
8 radio receiver, using sm electrolytic dastaector,
wvhich wade possible the use of headphonas for
vireless massagus,

This was De Forest's first patsnt, and it
mede him a close corpetitor of Farconi, Other
{mventions involving vew priuciples im wiralese
dotection soon brought him te tha front im the
wireluss ficld and varned him & ruputsatios in

the Unitod,Stnn comparable £o that ef Marconi
in Eump.o

In 19C6, Da Forest forgad the final link in & leag

chain of {nventions, le was grantaed a patent for 8 vacuum

regtifier or sudiom.

In the same year, Cen, H. N. C. Dunwoody discovered
the rectifying proportions of carborundum crystals, end Pickard
found similar properties im silicom crystals, later usad im the
famous homomads ‘‘crystal sets. "

Also in 1906 cams another milustone in
radio history, the first voice transmissiom.
Riginald Fesendem spoke over a transmitter em
Christmas Evs, using ag ordinary telephons in-
stead of & microphone,

7m¢.

W_l_ Reitsrnica, Vol. XVIII, p. 883.
92aker, gontor Scholsstic, p. 3.
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Da Forest's sudion tube was & versatile instrument,
he discovaerad, Not omly did it vastly improve reecaptiom in
wirsless teslegraphy, but, with acsptation, it could extend
telophone communication ecross the nation and modulate the
volcae for wirsluss telephony tremswissions.

To demoustrate f{ts usefulness, De Forest obtained
peruission to eract a radio~tel.phone transmittsr at the New
York Maetropelitsam Opera Houss. Ha placed two microphomes at
the footlights on stags.

It was 1909, [Some sources give the date
as Dec., 1903, others as 1910] The occasion was
the opening night of Earice Ceruse in '"Cavelleria
Kusticana,"

"Ihis transmission of the voice of Caruse,"
De Forest told years later, 'was the first broade
casting of music other tham phonogreph salectioms.
1t wvas & warm night, and I had invited soma half
@ dosen friends and co-workers to listen to the
opsra at wmy home, Caruso sang probably to the
smallest audience of his carxeer, Ths music was
obstructed now end then by static disturbamcee,
but the notus of the grest singsr's voice were
clsar snd buautiful., Although only & fev emateurs
and ship operators had haard_the opera, we knew
that it had bean & auccess."

Being the invencer of the audion tubs was mot witheut
its problems, as De Forest soom discoverad,

The audion itself was the subject of &
famous lawsuit in the Federal courts hers, in

m“u. De Fox:st, b7, kadio Pioneer, Dies," Ths
Eev York Iim:s, July 2, 1361, pp. 1 eund 32,



litigation with the Marconi Company, im which
the court huld that the origin of the audioa
could be traced directly to the Flewing valve,
a redio rectifier tnvtgtud before the audion
b’ Dre Jo A, 'lﬂmo

In 87 years, iu Forust mever reap:d tha full financial
bunefits of his work, Hug squandered four fortunss and marriasd
four times. In 1936, he filad & voluntary petition in banke
ruptcy, listing lisbilitiss of almost §400,000 and assets of
3390, 12

But, for &1l of his erratic behavior, Ue Forest did
make 8 tengible contrivution to i he founding of WwlJ. 48 he
1ater recallad:;

The threatering war clouds, sarly im 1917,
caus«d the shut=down for two years of my broade
ceasting activities, and shortly aitar the ban
on wy High Briuge station was again lifted, in-
terfer.ncs by this, and its imitator statiom,
with Mavy Communications around Kiw York promptad
the slert and meslous Covernwaut Radlo Inspector
to cancel our plonser licensse, on the thuory that
“there was no room in the ethar for mire entexe
tainmant. w13
Uneble to broadcast himsslf, D2 Forost ducided o

sanufscture his small tranamittor and distribute it threugh
& egsnt company which would slso instell the statiocns. Radio

Nows and Music was selucted to market the squipment and its

Mnd., p. 1. Mmed., pe 32

1345, De Forest Kails Pioosering of wed,"” Ihs
Resroit Fews, August 21, 1936, p. 1.
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president C, 8. Thompson trav:led the country trying to lesss
ths transmitting «quipment,

Thon {t wés that my loyal emissidry, Clar.uce
Thompson, began to prosilyte among newspapar ownars
fn the West and South to purcaass aud lustall
radio btroaacasting transwmitters, for the :ditorial
edification of tas rapldly swelling numbars of
list.ners around :very large city, w?zru the ‘“ham”
virus was alruady tecoming epidomic,

After baing tumed down time and again, Thowpson
srrived in U:ztroit fn 1315 &nd found & r.eponsive customer
in Willtam E, Scripps, then viceepresidcont of ths Evining
Ra:ws Associlation, As 2 For:st 1 w:pmbarad it;

Rona, however, could bs inturest:d in so
chimerical an idvae-none until William E, Soripps,
now pr.sident of the vetrolt Newa, was spproached,
liis faresasing vislion was qulci to grasp the posel~
bilit{us dormant i{n this {d:a,

4dnd others followed suic,

Othsr newspapers wera mot long in ths rialie
getion of ths possibilities for clossr, mors
intinate, approach to thelr public, which this

- plonser :xsrple of The Detroit News had suvt them,

Thise rmarvelous mudium, the Radio, which
wag once dr:aded as 8 rivel, vow rev:als {te«lf
to be an invalusbl., irxreplaccabls slly in the
grest work of igtorming snd educating ths messcs
of the people,

But D@ Forast did not wait for radio broadcasting teo

16Addresn by Dr. Lee Do Forest, Radio Stetion wWiJ,

The D:trofg Eows, August 20, 1336, p. 1.



1s,

take shaps. In 1521, ne lefc his lalboratorius in licw York end
s8ilad for Gormeny, There he isclat:d himself to perfact
Phomofilm, the name given co bhis inv.ntion for wmekivg talking

motion pictures. 17

GRS

17
Guorgatte Carnasal YO New York:
Horsce unu?xc, 194&))."”: 9’7%.“ azass



Th: Thompson proposal te luass or purchase a
D+ Forest trsnsemitt:r in 1919 cams as po griat shock to
willism E, Scripps. Hs and his father, Jam:s K, Scripps,
bad beon studylng the progress of wireless in Michigan
since 1302,

Th:ir tutor was & lean, i{ntsnse youmg Detroit {im-
ventor, Thomas £, Clark., It wvas chrk; probatly more than
Thompson or De Forust, who couvinced Willisw E, Scripps
thet The Detroit Neows should establish & broadcssting staciom,

As sorly as 1902, Clark told Jamzs I, Scripps, foun=
der of Thas News, and his som:

The time will coms when you will evem sit {m
your living room and bs eutertained by music playsd
thousands of miles awvay, Men will talk across
countloss miles of waste and watur} nations will
be drewn cleser togethur bicause, through this
new diﬁwoq. they will better undarstend sach
.th’t.

And 4t was later said of Clark:

Re one in Detroit will take gruster prids in
WWJ than the wir.l.es wizard Thowas E, Clark, for
it was he vho gemerated within the lato James E,

o ]

“n.mh.u Hert, "Event of 1902 Lad Up to WwWJ,“
Tha Retrpit Eews, August 20, 1930, p. 15.

11,
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Scripps...the spark of intunse interest in the
vast potuntialities of wirslass commmication,l?

Bora in Windsor, Ontario, Canada, im 1867, Clark
wes 11 years old when he woved to Detroit with his family.
Hs sttended Woodmeras Public School and sold newspapers to
elrn axtra spending monay,

In 1883, he received his first job with the Detroit
Electric Works and five years later he loft home for a posi-
tion in the experimontal dzpertwent of General Electrxie in
$chenectady, Kaw York, Whils {n Chicage with the Cesiersl
Electric exhibition st the Colusbian Expositiom, in 1393,
he met and was impressed by Mikola Tasla, the drillisnt
S$erbian-Aserican, vho was conducting eruds expariments fia
the n:w wystery, "wirelass telagrephy.”

"I was tremsndously excited,” he said,

"And I rushed back to Schenectady to rig up

8 ‘hickey' that would throw ‘sther waves'

through space, which I belisved would revolue

:.h:l.::.::::}&sun. My squaintances called

Clark returned to Detroit inm 1896 te wmanufacturs
electricel equipment and to epend much time on Belle Lsle,
wvhere, fres from “Interference,” he could experiment with

sending and reciiving sats. And while he toiled at the

e NEENSRNE

195hetla Wood, "Who's Whe,™ The Detrolg Niws,
August 20, 1943, p. 12,

g



13,
telegrepher's code, trying to make prectical application of
the principles of wireless, psoples on the Detroit River
front complained that his wirelees intsrfsred with their
g.‘.‘m.‘.

Although observers can applaud his genius and vision
mow, Clark's contemporaries sceffed at his expsriments and
disnissied him @s & drusamer,

“There goes 'Wireless Clark,'™ thuy would
say. "He thinks hs can talk through the air withe
out vttn.“ Their smiles of pity were poorly
hidden,

i

Aftar sxhaustive tasts had proved to Clark that his
equipment could hurl messages {nto spacs at incradible spaed,
he approached $.nator Jemes McMillan in 1901, A prominent
ond waslthy Detroitsr, McMillea owned tha Detroit & Cleve~
land Kev{zation Cospany, which sailed passenger boats be~
twaen thu two cities. Clark prasanted & coxplets plan to
McMillam for equipping his boats with wirelass suts.

“The sunator grasped the ides immediately,”™
Mr, Clark says. "Re gave the erder for quarters
to be fittud up for an opusrator on tha old City
of Detroit. And he permitted us to estadlish eur

land station on the waterfront near Woodward
avanue, ‘

MDA .

2lpobert L. Kelly, "History of Radie inm Michigen,™
The Michigsn History Msgszins, Vel. XXI (Winter Mumber,
u”). Pe 6,

214




14,
whin all was in readiness, 8 code ®e¢sssge Was sent
frem the middle of lake Erxie,

“"Our system was entirely cut and try,"
Clark rowmembers. But the next day, Mr. MchMillan
confirmed the accuracy of the measage, and
from that time our wiraluss was & permanent
fixture on the D & C boats until 1311 whun the
esquipwent of tha Clark Wirelass Cowpany was
ordarsd removed im favor of Unitad wirelass,
] uockoaoum organization formad on a national
scale,"?

With his transmitting equipment piercing the static
of the Crest Lakes sbosrxd the D & C boats, Clark arrangud @
msoting in 1902 wicth another poseibls finsncial becker of
his expurimints, James E, Scripps.

As Clark talked, cthe sditor considored how '
bankers and musn in the streets shook their haads
wvhen the young enthusiast’s name was muntioned.
Wireless talegraphy was only & arude experimant,
cepable of operating only over short distances.
There wers those who sefd it never would succeed;
that it was uncenny, impossible, the dresm of @
flighty brain-=and wore meerungy. & thing iw
vhich ne money should be risked.

Finally, Scripps and his son William E, agreed to
attend & private dumonstration of ths naw system, After
hearing wireless wessages transmittad between Clark'’s labe
- oxatery im the leoft of the old Banner Laundry, opposite

the present Sheratoun~Cadillac Hotd. te & roceiving statioa

L - A AR R -

2big.

2 yart, The petrolx Hows, Auguss 20, 1930, p. 1S.
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Llecated tvo short blocks swvay im the Chamber of Commexce
Building, at State and Griswold streats, the elder Berippe
snd his son seemed impressed.
While the younger Scripps examined & drapery teo
sscartain whether 8 secend operstor might be hiddan behind
it, the eldser Scrippe took something from his pocket and

begam writing.

The young inventer sat motionless, pot daring
to hope that the scratching of the pen in the editer's
hand meant anything to him,

And then Scripps turmad te youmg Clark and held
out to hia & long slip of paper, Tha Lnventor resschad
for 1t with ctrembling fingers--it was & check for
31.000.

“Taka it, young man,” the editor insisted, "1
think you have & good idea there and I want ysu te
have every opportunity to do what you cen with it.

I dom't care whethar I ever s<e the money againee
it is wy little bit toward holpigg a8 little Ldes
become & big, worth-while fact.”

In the intervening years betwsem the Clark demomstrae«
tion in 1902 and the visit te Detroit by Thompsom ia 1919,
wireless telegrsphy in the Great Lakes regiom gruw with smaz~
ing spesd. In 1304, & station, equippid to cosmunicats in
code with the ships on the lakes, was established in Clevelesnd,

Great encoursgement was given the «aterprise
thare by the Laka Carriers Associstion, and by 1909
there were talegraph stations in the principal pozts

on all tha lakes with equipmunt ga boats out of
Detroit, Cluveland, and Buffalo.<®

Zixbzg

26Kc1L7, Th: Pichizen Bistory Ye-erine, Vol, XXI
(Winter Kumbaur, 1337), p. 7.
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With the stimulus provided by the ship ownerxs,
erxdinary citizuns, in small nurders, turned teo the mystery
of scienca which asllowed ons to extract ¢oded messages from
ths air,

A dominating influsnce,..butweun 1909 and 1917...
wes that exurted by @ group of redio enthusiasts
known as "smateurs™ or "hame.” For the mest pert,
they wers youths of high school sge who had cone
trived antennas i{n the back yards of thuiir homes,
Their wirsless shacks were located in & spare roew
or in the attic, And for many of the refinements
now in use im radio broadcasting, the {industry must
thank some boy's curiocsity or @ ohxp'! radie opara~
tor drivem to invention by mucessity. 7
Of course, many failed to rualize the ultimate fumece

tiom of the wireless telephone, or radio. Instead of 3esing
8 R Smusiment enterprise avatlabla to every homs without
charge, soms of tha sarly Michigen expsrimentaers exasined
the gcommercial spplication of wirxuless in pointe-to-point
communicetion and considerod th: possibility of its eliminete
ing teslephone service by wire,

The increasad numder of amateur Oparators Was spurred
asmawhat by the romantic tale of Jack Binns, the radie opsra~
tor wvhe wes the hero of 8 great maritime disaster in 1909,

Vhen the steamer Florids collided with the
Repudblic off the Kantuckut Lightship during &

heavy fog en Jan. 23, 15C9, Bions stuck to his
pest and continuud to send eut distress calls

144,, p. 10.
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uptil he managed to biing assistance to tha
dlsabl.d sihips.

The story of how he savad about 2,000 lives
was widely published in the newspapers of tha
United States, and the appuel 0f Lo cirxcumstancas
it descrived was gsn.rsl, In snswar to the raoe
sulting damend for wors information on the fase
cinating subject of wireliss tha Letroit Times
printad schexmatic diagrame for tha a&mateur cpers~
tor} and ooﬁ the ranks of thase had incroassed
enormously.

Also following ths Clark experiwent, Willism E. Scrippe’
faterest grew, Since both he and Clark livad in the samu
sections of tha city, thay met often to talk about radlio. In
fact, Bcripps learnmed tha telagraph code and took great dee
1ight in sending and receiving wirelsss wessages.

As Williem E, fcripps talkad worv and rore sbout
vireless, his son William J, also began to taks en irtaurest
{s radio and urged his fathsr to tuy him a wircliss outfit.

On one of his trips to Kow York, Willism E,
Scripps bought the desired equiprent and it was
instelled ov th: sscond floor of the Scripps home,

The boy's infstuation for this naw '‘toy"
kasw no bounds. Ha spsnt hours &t hie key, and
more hours listaning for the voicas that he had
resd would come to him "out of tha air.” One
aight his parents haard him running downstairs
at full spued,

“Father! Father!"™ he cried breathlussly,

"I heard voices} corms up and listen~-hurry before
it 1s too late!"

“I was as excited os Bill was,” ! arippe
admitted. "I raced up there, clamped tae eare
phones to my hesd and listuned, Ko ons im the

Phg.
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reon dared make 8 sound, And then I heard two
or three worda-iutc ordinary words, they were
but how thaey thrilled me,

I didn't know who spoke them==1 had o
ides to whom they were sddrussed or really
vhat they mesnt, but I did know that a voice
had eome to me through the sther--the first I
had heard., Right then I realized that great
things would come some day from this science
by which wa could talk to sach other without
the use of wire,

‘“The thought struck me that it would dbe
wost interesting for resders of The News {f we
installed & radio broadcasting set in the
office and sent out news events, The wore I
thought about 4it, the more convinced 1 was that
The Detroit Mews must be the first nawvspapser ia 29
the country to have & radio brosdcasting outfit,'

Thue three generations of the Scripps family had
sampled the thrill of radio transmissiocn~=lames E,, William
t, and young Williem J.

29yart, Ths Dztroit Mews, August 20, 1930, p. 15




IIL_WILLIAM E, BCRIPPS

One man, the late Willism E, Scripps, may rightfully
be called the father of WWJ, And because of his vision, his
pame should be added to tha list which includes Clark,

De Forest, Conrsd and others who pioneerad ths broadcasting
industry.

In an atmosphers almost hostile to his timkarings
with sutomobiles end sirplanes, sn atmosphare in which other
members of The Detroit News board of directors seriously
questioned the expenditure of any great sums of money for
the purchase of transmitting equipment, Scripps persisted.

WWJ was the brain child of VWillism E, Scripps,
son of the founder of The News...It was not his

ocnly "firet"” in Detrxoit. He owned the first suto-

mobile in Detroit outside of the experimental

sodels., And he owmed the first airplane...Will

Scripps might have been one of the automotive

giants that gave Detroit its fawe. He was a

born mechanic., But his father {nsisted that

he follow the family trag&tm snd remain in

the publishing business.

Although James E, Scripps, Villism's father, had founded
The Detreit News, the presidency of the parent compsny, The
Evening News Association, was handed to a son~in~law, George

Beoth, rather than the son. As vice-president of The Evening

RN

pa1c01a W, Bingay, Of Me I $ing (New York: Bobbs-
Merrill Co., 1949), p. 226,

19,
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News Assooclsation in 1920, Toriprs, of course, had a substantial
voice in tre zajor corporate declsions,

Rut Booth ruled tre organization and it was only by
sheer ctrength of persuasion that :oripps convinced the com=
pany that an investrent chould be wude in the le Forest
transmitter,

George Booth dominated everything he
waag 6var assuClated with and son Vill didn't
have much chance to do anytrins, And so, he
41é nothinf...

It was not until 1929 that Pooth, now
devoting &1l his tremendous energies to his
Arts and “cience foundation, [Crunbrook] re-
linguished tis r2ins and the gon of the founder
succeedisi hie futhar, 1

The radlio station wase h10.3

Scriprs, by nature, wes a gulet, modest man who adroltly
avoided the cnotliznt, As on2 writer characterized hic:

tg a youth, tre dawniny rochanicul age
fascinated hiz. !le,..plonesred as his own
rilot, learning tha art of flyin, clmost by
instinot and withcut =zny instruction...a
local sensation as he flew over the City
untll his fazily forced lilz to desiut [after
a near fatal crash at Latroit City Alirport.]
o 1t was with rudio,

To thnore who knew hin intimutely, he
was & gontle, ccnsiderats and warrly kind
fri@nd.Bz

¥1llisr 7, Toripos was borm May 6, 1882, in the old

forivps home on Trucbull avenue in lotroit, H9o attended

Jlrnsa,

32vpg we fea It -- willlac E, Corinps," The Detroit
Free I'rocs, Juna 1L, 1552, iditorial lage.
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Cass high school and other acadomies, but abendonsd his formal
education to join his father in the publishing businuss.

Although he was associated with his father's newspaper
for 36 ysars snd finally becawe Presfdent of The News {n 1929,
journalism was not his real love,

He vas primarily an engineer end, had he

followed his natursl inclination, probably would

have been hapg} all his 1ife in & lsboratory or

sachine shop.

Before his death, June 12, 1952, of a respiratory ailment,
he had been involved in en almost unbelievable nurber of wechani-
eal projects. As noted, in 1912, he purchased the first privately-
owned sirplane in Detroit snd tasught himeelf to fly it,

Becsuse of his love for power boats, which ha often raced,
he erganised the Scripps Motor Company, cne of the natiom's
fisest werine engine manufscturcrs. He built a 3I3-foot boat,
powered by one of his rotors, end elrmost sallsd it to Russis
before his femily intervened.

Under his direction, Tha Early Bird, & plene used by WiJ
te gather news storice, flew 45,961 wiles on 141 ascignments
during 1936, its first year of omration.

He raised prize Aberdecen Angus, built the Scripps-Booth
Metor Car, and encouraged, and somitimes financed, other imvintions.

33w, E. Scripps,” The Dotroit Iimss, June 13, 1952,
Editerial Page.
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0f course, his grestest, wost lasting, accomplishmant,

vas tha founding and subsequent developmant of WiJ,



IV W] FMERCTS

When the government freess on radio broadcesting
equipment vas 1lifted {n 1919, Scrippe moved swiftly te
convinge his sssociates on The Detroit Kews board of
directors that & sending and receiving set should be
purchased snd i{nstalled in The News building,

To aid in the explanation of the probl:ms involved
im the venture, Scripps turmed to his friend, Tom Clark.

The recollection of Thomas E, Clark, who
maintsined a close friendship with the Scrippe
ferily, is that sbout 1919, Williem E, Scripps
talked with him about the wmatter of purchasing

8 transmitter, Clark was fnvitsd to & meeting

of The Detroit Kews board of directors to pre=

sent the 1denaznd explain the principles of radio

transuission.

The corporate minutes of The Evening Nuwe Associastion
do mot contain & motation of Clark's sppesrance before the
beerd. Of course, the entries are very terse and, s @
matter of fect, all of the board decisions reached Lo the
three«year period, 1918-1920, cccupy ealy seven pagas of the

beard journal.

J4cynchia Boyes Young, “WWJ-Pionesr in Broadcasting,*
The Michigen Eistoxry Kagazips Vol. XLIV, December, 1960, p. 413.

23.
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Reconstructing ths convarsation which eccured between
Clark, SBcripps, and the othar doard mambers, it 1s quite
possible that it followed this pettern,
"Whaet shall we use for broadcesting?" the
bosrd of directors asked.
And William E, Seripps, then vicee-prusidemt
of the board, answured:
"News bullstins,™
"And then==?" the bosrd members queried,
“Household information by our editors,”
replied Mr, Scripps.
"Put will pecple listun to talks sll dey
long?" he was asked,
"Probably not," he answered. "But we will

entertsin thsm, too, with racordings g! ths
world's great voices and orchestras.3

It is known that Scripps' plan to purchase the trans~
sitter was given an icy reception by the board, but he was
undaunted and he sent Clark to Rew York to purchase the
necessary equipment. Clark, unfortunately, was unsuccessful
i{» obteining & transmitter and The Kews later made {ts owm
transactioun, |

In wid=1919, Scripps agsin advenced his propossl to
the board, this time more clesrly defining the purposes of
6 transmitting station. Ho suggested that the equipmont

could be constructad by The Tecla Coupany of Detroit,

33 obert Kelly, and Edwin G. Boyss, "In the Public In=
tereat," i History of the Radio Activities of The Detroit News
from 1920 to 1941 (Typewrittcen wmanuscript, WiJ Files), p. 10,
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PURPOSE OF THE DETROIT KEWS BADIO PHONE

To promots, devalops [sic], and encourage tha use
of radio in newspaper work.

To provide:

First} A relisble puws service for all ship and
shore stations of the great lakes rugiom.

Secomd} Weather bulletins

Third; A wesns for publication of ship positions
reports,

Fourth} Concerts and ¢ntertsinments for the above
naxed stations.

Fifcth; A relisble moans for brosdcasting 3such
information as may be of benifit [sic]
to navigstion or the various land statioms.

Sixth; A means to improve smateur radio. 7This £s
to be provided by publishing data on ime
provemants, snd the availidbility ef accure
ate tuning instruments,

Station 1is to be im charge of & commexcial first

grade operator, or oparators, Statiom will be open

for a limited time each day which will be changed

88 {s found necssesary.

In order that the above may bs carried out
to tha bast of our ability, wave lanzths batween
600 end 1,600 meters are necessary. As there is
very little naval business in this region, these
vave lengths should be granted,

The best equiptment (si{c] that can be sae
cured will be usod thru-out the station.

The telephone transmitter f£s to be a
thres kilo-watt set desiyned and built accorde
ing to the Bureau of Standards report om radio
phones, and the Guneral Electric specifications
for thair radio phons, typs C. G. 4,000. Said
telephone [trausmitter] to be constructed by
The Tecla Cowpeny, Dutroit, Michigan,3?

Phome,

36y, E. Borippe, Purpose of The Detroit Ke«ws Radio
Interoffice memo, 1919, (Inaccurate punctustion is

eontainsd in original copy), p. 1.
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Happily for Scripps, this plan was spproved with a
single exception. Rather than having the Tecla Company
assenble the transmitterx, 1t would be lessed by WWJ from
De Yorest Redio Telephome & Telegraph Company through its
agent, Radio News and Music, Incorporated.

WWJ ceme into existence through a comtract
sade by The Detroit Nows with tha Radio Mews and
Musie Co., of Kew York, early im 1920 (April).
Under that contract & small broadcasting set
sanufectured in the De Forest Highbridge labora-
tories was shipped to Detroit im May,

The contrect with Radio News and Music, &
firm cowposed of C., 8. Thowpson end Johm F, Hubdbarxd,
provided that tubes were to be furnished to WWJ
without extra charge, For some resson, the tubes
burned out with such frequency that most of the
money r-«tvas from The Detroit News went to the
De Forest Co.9/

The leasing of the equipment from Radio News and Music
brought both shorterange and long-range wisery to The Detroit
Hews,

In & letter dated June 2, 1920, Radio Mews and Music
advised Tha Rews:

The third, and final, shipment of the
spparatus for wireloss talaphone transaitting
statioa was shipped to your address today by
the De Forest Company at our order,

This Cozpany has arranged with ¥r,

Michael D. Lyons, secretary of the Detroit
Radio Association, 463 Green avenue, for the
installation of the apparatus. HLis instructioms

N e

37¢c. 8. Thowpson, The Life snd Woria of Dx. Lae De Forest
(Mew York: Smedley Press, 13931) quoted im Thq Detroit Eavs,
December 21, 1930, p. 1.
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for ths installation are contained in the
bex holding ths tranemitter, shipped to
you from the fectory on May 28th...

P. B.-=<The installation should not
rcqain ®»ors than a day or two a8t the out-
eida,

Unfortunately, this transmitter was lost in the mails
ond 8 second ons was constructsd by De Forest and shipped.

Since the transmitter shipped May 28th
has not yet been located, the Radio Ksws end
Music Company is sending enother radiophome
transmitter July 15th,

Wa are very sorry that this dulay has
takan place and wish that you would assure
Mr. Scripps that the station will be complated
shortly. when 1t is completad we can arrange for
sn epsrator, hours of eperstion, etc., with him, 39

Even after the transmitter errived, The Kews continued
to have prodlems,

We regret to say that we are not too well
pleasad with the service your company has rene
dexred thus far. Your represuntative, Mxr, Lyoms,
directed for us & one horse serial and we have
seen pothing of him since. The sunding st
finally arrived and our own electrician snd
Building Supt., who happens to be a wirelase
bug, made the installation,

On August lith we wired you as follews:
"Phons set in opuration. Pleass instruct opera-
tor report for duty.”

To this wa received no reply, 80 procesded
to find our own operstor end he has now been om
duty for over throe weeks., Since thén va have
maintained tha station st our own axpense, buye

3étatter to The Detroit Mews from C.8. Thompson, Presie
dant, Radio News and Music, Ins., June 2, 1920, WWJ Filas.

”ue:or to T. McGuire, Evening News Associstion, from

Michsel D. Lyons, 463 GCreen Ave,, Detroit, July 12, 1920,
wWuJ Iiles,
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ln* the necessary bulds, stc. ot & local electri-
eal stors. Ws should like to have you explain to
us just how you wish maintenance charges for this

station to be handled. We judge the simplest
method would be to dcduc:hshu expense from the

sonthly payments due you,
Although the disagreements with Radio News and Music

offered tewporary firritations which were finally resolved,

the laasing of the equipwment had some serious, far-reaching
effects. In studying the priority of radio stations, most
historisns have relied on the United States Departmant of
Commerce records to determine which station was on the air
first, Since the squipment used by The News in its initial
bresdcasts was licensed to Radio News and Music Company, Ine.,
a license bearing the name of The Detroit News does not sppear
in the official records of the Department of Commerce until
1921 when the station cencellad {ts sgreement with Radio News
aad Music,

After The News station vas in operation, Radie Kews
end Music advertised that it would equip other newspapers
with transmitters. An immediste response came from the
Kenses City Star, the Pittsburgh Sum, the Louisville Couriere
| Jeusnal, the Baltimore Sun and other newspapers. But no
steck had been sold in Radio News and Music, and the necessary

40Letter to Radio News and Music Co., Inc., New York,
fyvem Warrem §. Booth, Asst, Business Manager, The Detroit News,
September 11, 1920, WWJ Files,
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fissncing that had been expected by the two owmers did
aet materislize, Therefore, no contracts could be made
with the other newspapers, and Radio News end Music toldcd“
¥WJ, however, was firmly established. It paid
Radie News end Music, after some disagreements, §$750 for
the imstalletion of transmitter and monthly rental charges
less the cest of transmitter maintenance which averaged less
than §20 per mouth,?

As always there was 8 human peradox im WWl's eserly
beginnings. Thowss K. Clark, who had helped immensely in
the struggle to establish the station, visited the studice
e January 7, 1937. Clark, by this time was 71 years of
age, and Williem E, Scrippe guided him carefully through
the halls. Does Lt not seen strange that The lNews reported
the next day:

0ddly enough, the occasion marked Clark's
first visit to the studio building, which stands
todsy as something of & symbol oi his early
faith, In fact, it marked his first visit to o
broadcasting studio snywhere, Through the
years he has been content to work alone in the

A

AlL, 8. Stevenson, "Life of De Forest Gives WiJ as First
in ¥ield," Ihe Detroit Ksws, December 21, 1920, p. }
A2Letter to W, §. Booth, Asst. Business Manager, Tha Dee

troit News, from C. 8. Thompson, Radio News snd Music, Octoder 3,
1920, WWJ Files,
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vast fisld of radio experimentatiom, which for

him meant the silent hours in the laboratory. A3
There is otfill so wuch to luarm, so much to do!

Clark diad in Novexber, 1962, in a Detroite-area
eld folks home,

- RS

43ceorge W, Stark, "Dawning of Radio Mirscle Recalled by
WWJ Visitor,"” The Datroit Kews, January 8, 1937, p. 10.



Although WwJ has slways celedbrated the anniversary of
its first broadcsst on August 20, 1920, the station was
broadcasting several weecks before that date. It would be
BOre &ccurate to estsblish an snniversary somatime between
July 13 and August 15 when the station actually began opsra-
tion. In any event, fnformetion on Loth w.J's "actual' first
broadcast and {ts "officlal' first broadcast is extremely
listted,

According to most sources, three young men took part
in the "actusl" epic event: operator Frank Edwards, ''snnouncer”
Elton Flant and 'record spilonar'' Howarxrd J. Trumboe. As Elton
Plant remembered it:

About two years after 1 joined The Raws

the Manejzing edftor called me into his office

and sald he had heard me singing around the

conference room. The editor said they had to

have sowmeone to work with Francis Ldwards,

wvho wasg, &8 the managing editor put it, "the

mecianic fellow on that radiophone gadget of

wWilly Scripps."

That was what I found myself doing. At
the time I objected to the job., I still
wanted to be a writer and asked if this was

going to interfere. I was told, 'For goode
nass sakes, no., This {s sfter hours." At

3l



32.

that particular tims I was 8 senior office boy and
cnduvori.nhto do a little sports writing...l vas
seventesn,

Operator Frank Edwards had beea hired when Radio Kews
and Music failsd to provide an "engineer” as they had promised.

Ldwards and I worked on the radio in the
old filing room whers they kept the bLound files
of the nawspaper...

For weeks we didn't know {f we were getting
out oo the sir. There wasn't cnybod¥ specially
sppointed to report back and we didn't get fan
mail, This wes the experimentsl stege of radio
prior to August 20, 1920, before the nwopcggro'
regularly scheduled programs got under way,

Although Plant, as en office boy, was assigned to work
part time in the '"radiophone department,” Edwards was told to de-
vote his entire energies toward getting the station on the air,

Edwards vas being paid for this work
although I do not know 1if he was on the Kews
payroll or whether he was working directly
for Mr. Scripps; but he was giving his full
time to the radio job. He was always tinker-
ing sround with it but did no work for the
aewspaper proper, He was the enginwer =
although st that time we called them "hame , 40

Roward J. Trumbo was not a Detroit Rews omployea, and

he offured his services as a memboer of the original crew withe

“tl.ton Plant, tape-recorded interview by Frank E.
Hill, Oral Research Office, Columbia University (Windser,
Ontario, Canada), May, 1951, transcript Plant's files, p. 3.

QSM.
“moo p. 4.
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out compensation. His regular job vas es menager of the
Edf{son Shop, then located omn Woodward svenue pext to the
present Telenews Theater.

I got into radio quite by accident,
Fraank Edwaerds came {n the shop one day to
buy 8 phonograph horm, which looked a lot
1ike ome of our modern megaphones. He said
they wers going to use it on the new
transxitter that had been set up in The
Bews building for sending out wirelass
messages. I gave him an old horm that was
laying around the shop and he seemed very
pleased. He invited ms yvor to The Rews to
have a look at the rig.*

Before Trumbo made his £first visit to The News, Plamt
and Edwards continued their experiments with thas now trense
mitter.

Up to that tims only talking was done~~
such ss "Testing, one, two, three, four"..."1f
you are hearing this will sowmeone pleass call,”
we used to say=~and that chatter was part of my
job. VUe'd say that over and over agein...

We would get the odd call fin those early
days...but from right around the News,

I didn't take radio too sariocusly and I
doa't think many around the newspaper dideeaxe
cept Mr, Scripps...He vas quite thrilled about
the whole set-up. Apparently he did see in it
far sore than the rest of us.

Arriving at Tha News to see the rig, Trumbo suggested
that instead of talking into the mouthpiece of the transmitter

7uoward J« Trumbo, tape recorded interview by
Rodbert P, Rimes (Ferndale, ¥ich.), July 12, 1962. Tape
recording Rismes' files.

%%p1aat, Ingervisw.
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that phonograph records might be played inte it. He offered
to lend the station an Edison phonogrnph and provide & selec-
tion of Edison recardings each evening for use in exciting the

transmitter,
Thus, with borrowed equipment and & makeshift crew, WiJ

was veady for its first officis)l broadcast, August 20, 1320.

The equipment used on the first breadcasts cauld have
been placed conveniently on & small kitchen table. The trans-
mitter was & De Forest 0T-10, similar to those he had been sell-
ing to the Kavy since 1914, Vith a power rating of 20 watts, it
operated on 200 meters. The power supply was derived from a
130-watt, 500-volt direct current gererator, driven by & quarter
horse=-power motor.

Placed next to the transaitter was the receiving set which
contained & three~coil regenerative oircuit, using a primary, sec-
oudary and "tickler,” the coils being of the haneycomdb type. By
attaching coils of various sizes to the front of the receiving set,
the operator was able to receive signals on pre-set wave lengths.

The amplifier, which was located next to the receiving set,

was of the tube detector tyye, with one stage of -npltfieltxeu."

‘9"11rot Dance Held te Radio sand the Pirst Traus-~
mitter,” Tha Detroit Mews, August 20, 1930, p. 13.
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The microyhone was an intrejal part of the trauszitter

and was mounted near the top of the transuitterx‘'s 13-inch-high

facing plate, resembling a teleyhoue mouthpiece of the 1920s.

The broadcast range of this first outfit
was limited and under the best conditions was
not mere than oue hundred miles. It was esti-~
sated that there were about three bundred
oyerators receiving in the ares covered...
These radio amateurs were auong approximately
twenty thousand in the entire country. Their
apparatus, usually one and two tube regeners-
tive oircuits, wgsc used only te communicate
with each other,

The payment of $750 te Radie News and Musie, follewing
the installation of the original trsnsmitter, seemed like &
high price to pay when ene examines the cost of the equipment

which The Kews elected to lease rather than purchase.

0T-10 Transmitter (with tubes) $325.00
Multi-wave Tuner (without coils) 77.50
Coils (plug wounted, $1.40 to 25.00

$3.60 depending on vave
length, several required)

Rack (for coils) 3.50
Type P=300 Combination Audion- 67.50
Ultraudiou and l-step
Amplifier (without tubes)

Tubes for Amplifier @ §7.00 14.00

so!oung. Ihe Michigan History Magazine, Vol. XLIV,
Decexber, 1960, p. 414.



36

Earphones 14.00
Total $528.50

Shipping, wiring, installation, sntenna .x:raSI

The ene possible logical explsnatien is that the $750
mentioned in the letter to Radie Kews and Musioc was also pay-
metit for 8 similar broadossting sutfit installed in the
Soripps heme. The Scripps transmitter was a Type-0 which
had & slightly smaller front panel with a transformer and
8 reotifier tube mounted thereon. It was less expensive

than the 0T-10 and seld for $260. By combining the cost
52

3)

of the statieon's transmitting eutfit with the Soripps rig,
one srrives at a totsl figure of $991.50 plus installation.

Using this logic, the $750 figure denoted & real
bargain. By countrast, the building, erected in 1936 to house
the statien, cest $1 millien.

Unfortunately, no acourate records of the festures

whioch cemprised WwWl's first "official” bresdcast August 20, 1920,

3ltho De Forest Radio Telephoue & Telegraph Co.,

De Ferest Irustworthy Radig Receiving Apparatus Catsleg G,
New York, 1920, pp. 37, 42, 49 & 51.

. 527he two transmitters are constantly being con~
fused. The Scripps eutfit appears on the cover of a booklet
recently published by the station where it is identified ss
WWJ's first transaitter. The OT-10 is housed at the Detroit
Ristexrical Museum,

33pe rorest Catalog G, p. 5.
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exist. 7Through the use of fragmentary information it has baen
pessible to piece together & general descriptien of the event,
but ne claim is made as te the absolute accurscy of the specifio
details.

Announcer Elton Plant, whe had been werking for
seversl weeks with Frank Edwards te prepare the station feor
its first broadcast, decided that the event wasn't really
of teo much importsnce and he went en vacation. The job
of anneuncer fell to managing editer Malcelm W. Bingay.

Let us pause for station identification,
The first in the werld wes WWJ. That date,
August 20, 1920, has been legally .csteblished
in oourt and gives this Detroit News station
the authertie right te its claim of proud
prierity.

Here I will take & bow for myself. I had
the dubious henor of being the first broadcaster
and the first prozram master of ceremonies. And
locking down threugh the years at my leng line
of suoeogzotl throughout the world, may Geod fer~
give me!

Using the pheuograph borrewed frem the Edisen Shop,
Trumdbe placed 8 record en the turntable and waited fer the

signal te spin it. He had selected several recerds, amorg
them "Roses of Ficardy" and “Annie Laurto.“ss

54]1ngay. P. 224,

S31he Detreit Kews, Radie Station W], Detreit, 1931,
(5tation Promoticval Booklet), Hereafter, Radio, p. l.
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Vith 2lact gone, Bingay stood before ths large end of
the megaphore~like horn. The small end of the horn was at-
tached to the wmouthpiece of the De Forest transwitter with a
tubber ring which reseambled & tire ashtray holder. W¥hen
Bingay finished speskinrig, he would turn the wide end of the
horn toward the speakex of the phonograph. Thus, the music
would span the distance between the phonograph and the trsnse~
sitter and, hopefully, ﬁo received by the sudience.

With earphoues iu place, Edwards made & few last-
minute adjustzents on the receiving and transwitting equipe
ment and glanced up at the clock on the wu'l, It was unearly
8 pm,

Bingay leaned toward the horn, and, with 8 nod from
Edwards, began spesking.

"This £s 8 MK calling. (The csll letters
were chauged later to WBL and finally to WWJ)
:h;; x:.;gzn:aﬂﬁzphoua of The Detroit News,

’ .

Edwards gave a szile of appyroval. The first broadcast
had begun. Por an hour, until 9 p.m. it continued

Several conocerts prograas have been
given.,..received mostly by Detroit smateurs.

Soms of the lake, ore, and passerger ships

have heard the concerts slso. Notice of the
oongert is usually given with the voice, then

5%pobert F. Rimes, "The Night Radio Wes Borm," Ihe
Petxoit News, August 21, 1960, Ses. E, p. 1.
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the title of the piece to be played is followed

by a phonograpbic record played into the trans-

mitter. Between Pbﬁg’gtlyhio records, late news

items are given out.

This is undoubtedly the pattern which the first broad-~
cast followed.

As the last strains of "Roses of Picaxdy" died, Bingay
sgain spoke into the large end of the horn.

“How do you get it?" he asked. And & medley

of voices came back through the darkiess. "It's

coming in fine. We're getting everything loudly

and distinetly."

Following this exchange with the receiving

set used to get the audience response , & member

of The Detroit Kews advertising doyarc-ong played

"Taps" and WWJ firet broadcast ha. ended, 4

In pexhapes )0 Detroit homes, listeners, who wers for-~
tunate enough to own hoaxemade receiving sets, had heard the
broadoast, after carefully adjusting condenser disls, and
cleaning generator brushes. Neighbors, gathered around the
reeeivers, vere undoubtedly aved by the mysterious power which
snabled their hosts to receive voices, snd even music, from
the air,

Sowe of the most advanced students owned transaitting, as

well as receiving equipwzent. Henry B. Joy, a wealthy Detroit

374111iaa Peck Banning, Commercial BRroadcasting Pioneere~
ni;:r&g_ Experiment (Cambridge, Msss.: Harvard University Fress,96),

)
58gradio, p. 1.
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enthusiast, who maintained his own broadcasting laboratory

in his home, and Clyde Darr, who was one of the first Detroit-

ers to take to the air, were in the audience on August 20.
Others who "pounded the brass"” in the old

deys and whose enthusiasm built wireless and

xadio [ in Michigan] were Ed Densteadt, [ouce]

in charge of xadio for the Detroit Police De-

partment, George Norris, Fred Bornman, and Ed

Clark, [once] chgsf engineexr of radio station

WMBC in Detroit.

No one, of course, could predict the impact that this
first broadcast would have on the culture and living habits
of America. Who could have dreaued, in 1920, that two black~
faced comedians, who called themselves Au :* and Andy, would
stop traffic and telephone calls at 7 p.m. every evening?
Certainly not the young men who were involved in the estab-
lishment of WuJ.

Edwards gave up radio snd went into the plumbing busi-
ness in Detroit. As of this writing, he is living in Toledo.
Plant returned to his howe in Canada and took & job as a
nevspaper reporter on the Border Cities Star (now the Windsor
Star). 0Oddly enough, he also participated in the first broad-

‘cast made by CKLW, Windsor, in 1932. He is probably one of the

few men who have the distinction of opening two statious. As

of this writing, he owns Elton rlant Advertising, Ltd. Howard

59%e11y, The Michigen History Magazine, Vol. XXI (Winter
Number, 1937), p. 9.
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Trumbo couldn’t have been more wrong.
Because the Edison Shop was doing such a

land offfce business in phonograyh records, and

had paterted one of the wost advanced recording

techniques available in 1920, I saw the prowmise

of a bright future &s manager of the shop. Seven

years later, in 1927, the Edison Coapany faltered

and finally failed. It was driven out of business

by, of all things, radiol®V

Trumbo then tried to wmaks & living by repairing sets,
but was forced to relinquish this business when the broad-
casting stations offered to pexform the same service free.

Wicth this blow, Trumbo gave upy rvadio completely and recently
retired as Plant Engilneer for Faygo Beverages. As of this
writing, bhe lives in Ferndale, Michigan.

Lyots, wvho had installed the transmitter aerial,
abadoned radio and wert into the priesthood. 1In 1927, he left
Detrofit to serve in the Patna, India, mission field as a Jesuit
scholastic and was ordained four years later at St. Maxy's
College, Eurseong, Irndia, After 19 years as & missionsry, he
returned to the United States in 13946 to write articles on the
plight of the Indians. According to the Detroit Jesuit infore
wstion centsr, he latex resigred from the priesthood and returned
to Caloutta where he married an Indien woman, His exaot where-

sbouts is not knoun.61

60rruabo, Interview
6181-00. The Detroit Kews, August 21, 1950, Sec. E, p. 1.
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Among the handful of listeners on August 20, 1920,
was 8 high school student, keenly interested in every phase

of zadio broedcasting.

Albert B. Allen waited attentively at his
station. Suddenly the receiver spoke, at first
& bit stxingy, but Allen's adjustment of the in-
strument soon toned it, making it distinct and
plainly audible in an adjoining room.

Allen now is @ member of WiJ's -nging!ring
staff--end has baen for the past 33 years.

On Tuesday, August 31, 1920, following 11 days of oue-
bour, nightly prograns featuring the great volces of the day--
Caruso, Melbs, Calli-Curci and others, The Detroit NHews made
the first announcement of its niwly coapleted wireless tele-
phone. While most of Michigsn wondered whether a young attor-
ney general, Alex J. cioosbock. would succeed in his race for
the Republiocan gubernatorial noainstion, The News announced in
front page headlines:

THE NEWS BADIOPHOXE TO CIVE VOTIR RESULIS

Amateurs Over Michigan Arxe Invited to
Cive Wireleses Farties and Hear

"Volces in the Night"

The Detroit News, tonight, will announce
the results...of the State, Congressional and
County primaries over southeastexran Michigan,
using its newly completed wireless telephone.

The messages will be carried by real
"voices of the night.” Throughout the Lower

$21bad.
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Peninsula possibly, within a radius of 100
miles of Detroit, hundreds of wireless tele~
graph operators and enthusiasts will listen
and get the results...

While the voice will be used instead of
the telegraphic code, no special apparatus will
be needed to get the messages. As showm by
tests last uigit, wvhen an operatisc soncert,...
was sttempted, the results ad.ieved by use of
the ordinary wireless telegraph receivers was
quite astonishing...

Every wireless operator in Mischigan,

Ohie and Ontario is invited to open up his
receiver and participste in the enterprise...
(for) tonight's demonstration will be...in

8 sense, epochsl. A hundred years from now,
perbaps, all news will be transmitted by wire-
leas telephone; who knows?...

Here is the essential data needed by the
listening operators to get results.

The wave length which will be used through-
out the demonstration will be 200 meters.

The first messages sent out will start at
8 o'clook tonight. The voting polls de net
slose until that time, but it is thought best
to send miscellaneous matter for some time
before the first election results are announced,
80 that operators msay get their instruments in
perfeot attune. '

During the first hour operators wishing to
talk with The News for instructions or to report
results may do so. The official call fer The
News is '8 MK."

Beginning at 9 o'clock, the first election
bulletin will be sent out. Other bulletins will
be sent 02 the hour and half hour from then until
midnight 3

Thus, the first publicly announced radio broadcast vas
made by WWJ, complete with local, state and congressional pri-

mary election returns, plus general news bulletins and "live"

63 'The News Radiophone To Give Vote Results, "Ihe
Detreoit News, August 31, 1930, p. 1.
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On the following day, September 1, in what was prodb-
ably the first review of a radio broadcast, the station's
parent publication breathlessly reported on page ome:

IAND AND WATER HEAR RETURNS BY WIRELESS

The Detroit News Radiophone Sends Spoken
Word on Election to Stations and
Ships Out on Lakes

After comparing the event to the dreams of Jules Verne
end H, G. Vells, the atory related:

The sending of the election returns Tues-
day night was fraught with romsnce and must go
down in the history of man's conquest of the
elementcs as & gigantic step in his progress.
In the four hours that the apparatus, set up
in an out-of ~the~way corner of The News build-
ing, vas hissing and whirling its wessages
into space, few realized that 8 dream and pre-
diction had come true. The news of the world
was being given forth through this invisible
trumpet to the waiting crowds in the unseen
market place...

Promptly at 8:10 p.m. [ten minutes late]
The News operator threw on the trsnsaission
current and cslled into the mouthpiece that,
previcus to the arrival of the election
bulletins, ansteur xedio operators were to
be treated to an sleoctro-aerial concert, An
exdinary phonograph was drawn close to the
apparatus and a record started.

- Mo sooner was the selection coumpleted
than the headpiece of the receiver began to
click...Streams of amateur operators began
to send in their thanks and those that lacked

64+ and end Vater Hear Returns by Wireless," Ihe
Detroit Nevws, September 1, 1920, p. 1.
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transmitting equipwent, rushed to their tele-
phores to call The News office...

"Your concert is coming in fine, "they said.
"Let's have the election results as soon as they
come in..." A uniformed messenger burried into
the radio room. The steamer W. A. Bradley had
heard over the waters of Lake Erie the voices
of two singers from the Broadway~Strand Theater 65
and the first tidings of the ;ubernatorial race.

As the steawer Bradley confirmed, a young singer,
Charlie Mslson, hed wade history ss the first man to sing
on WJ. Avnd his female partner, whose name has been lost,
becans the first woman to sing on the station. Following
their engagement at the Brosdway-Strand Theater, they quietly
disappeared into oblivion,

Although it was exciting to read that the broadcast
had been a huge success, the most important parsgraph in the
story appeared in bold-face tyye beneath the headline.

The Detroit News wireless service...will be
& regular part of The News service to the publie.
The service will start nightly at 8 o'elock and
will run until 10. Late nuews developments will
be flashed and between bulletins there will be
songs and musical selections. Tuose who have
receiving sets oboulgéinvito their fxiends sud
neighbors to listen.

The decision to broadcast nightly had been made. Ko

louger would the radio station be laughingly called "Seripps

Plaything." After hours of work, mouths of fruitration and dise

belief, the station was at last 8 reality. WWJ, and radio broad-
casting as we know it today, had been launched.

631pid. 66114,
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Following the decision by The¢ Detroit XKews msnagement
to make the station a permanent part of the organization's
service to the commsunity, the staff began its never-ending
search for progrem wmaterial.

On September 1, 1920, baseball news was presented for
the first time, along with news bulletins of foreign affairs
and progress repyorts on the various political campaigns being
waged across the country, Five days later, on September §,
the results of the Deuwpsey-iiiske £ight were broadoast within
30 seconds of the time when the news was received from ringe-
side by telegraph cods.

To monitor the signal being sent out by the station,
Roward Trumbo may have uuwittingly established the first
rating service. While the station wvas in operstion, Trumbe
would bosrd 8 streetoar and ride all over the oity visiting
the homes of those listeners known to have xeceiving sets.

He would wake notes if the station was being, or not being,

received with full aud clear 013n11.67

‘7Trunbo. Intexview.

&46.
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Charles F. Rawmsond, Jr., who had been at the contreols
of his receiver in Grosse 7ointe when the first broadcasts
were wade, proved that WWJ was getting into his area of the
city when he invited some of his friends to attend a dancing
party at his howe on Priday, September &, 1920. Reporting
the event & few days later, The News seid:

Double sorcery was at work at the howe

of Mrs. Charles F. Hammond, 180 Parker avenue,

Friday night, when a dozen young persons...

gathered to dance by musio sent gut into space

by The Detroit News rsdiophone,

Further proof that the station was reaching its sudi-
ence came on September 10, The Detroit Radio Operxators
exrganization held & meeting in The News building to thank
»tho station's managsment for its radio service. At the
meeting the Operators agreed to cesse sending after 10 p.m.
for the benefit of The News bulletin brosdcasting.

As might be expected there was also some resentment
in 8 few quarters of the newspaper office as colummist
H. C. L. Jackson humorously recalled.

Ve savw, vwith s flare of resentment, radie
srrive. We didn't mind it when The News started

WWJ. That was all right. But we certainly did

object to the smount of space the paper subse-
quently gave over to prowoting radio.

‘8"71tlt Dance Held to Radio and the Pirst Transwuitter,”

Ihe Detroit Msws, August 20, 1930, quoting The Detroit Mews,
Septesber 13, 1920, p. 135.
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Baok in *20 there were & lot of folks, who
today are chronie radio listeners, who were
saying that radio never could be anything but
8 rich man's plaything, a mere bsuble. That's
what they were saying.

What we were saying couldn't be quoted
in 8 Fanily Newspaper. Mot when we were say-~
ing how we felt about all that lovely space
that ocould have bloomed into reports about
murder, mayhea, arson and such, written by
the "Crime Hounds" [a group of young reporters
which {noluded Jackson] who, to be blunt sbout
it, were in the habit g! referring to WWJ as
the "peanut whistle."®

Other "firasts' were established by the statiom in
September, 1920. Vhether important or not, The News care-

fully zeported each item=--usually oun page one.

What was doubtless the first weat ad ever
sent to a newspaper by radiocphone was received
for insertion by The Detroit News, through its
radiophone department Priday night. 1t came
fxom Albert Allen, station call 8 WA,...and
was sent for his father. The message dis-
tinctly picked out of the night read:...''For
sale~-One pair of prisam l:ix\ooulu"6 12 power,
James P, Allen, 433 Bagg street."

In an attempt to present live wusic, as well as phomo~
graph selections, Howard Trusbo agreed to bring two of the
Edisom recording artists to the station for live concerts,

Charles Mixer of the Edison lLaboratories wes invited to the

69y.c.1. Jackson, “"Listening In on Detroit,” Ihe
Retxeois News, August 20, 1943, p. 48.

70"pioked Out of the Air a Want-Ad for The News,"
Ibhe Detroit Fews, September &, 1920, p. 1.
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studio to play his violin over the air to compare studio
production with that of phonograph tooords.’l Ris sppear~
ance on September 18 was followed a few days later by a

"vooal eoucert™ given by Mabel Kortou Ayers. She has often
been given the distinction of being the station's fixst "live"
singer, which, of course, isn't socurate since Charlie Melsom,
ss previously noted, holds that honor. Her "ooncert” was un-

usual, however.

Miss Ayers, who is with the Edison Reoreation
studio in Chicago, sang several solos and slso
duets with the phonogrsph. She sang “Ave MNerie"
and "The Last Rose of Suamer," with Madsme Marxie
Reppold, and "Annie Laurie,"” with Anna Case, their
voices being reproduced by the records.

The conocert, the first of a weekly series,
was the first one in which the natural voice and
the phonograph were used together over the radio~
phone. Ogcratoxo reported that it was clear and
distinet./2

Sports continued to £111 important gaps in the broadoast-
ing schedule ss & code transaitter was installed on the judge's
platform for the Gold Cup Races on the Detroit River on Septem~
ber 11. BSent to The News building, the results were decoded
and broadosst by the crew in the studio. On October 5, the
scores of the World Series baseball games between Cleveland

Tltoung, The Miohigen History Magssing, Vel. XLIV,
Decewber, 1960, p. 416.

72“$1ngn for Wireless,” The Detroit News, August 20,
1’30. p. 13.
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snd Brooklyn were aired for the waiting bassedall en-

thumn.n

It was about this time that Howard Trumbo was aghd to

leave the stetion., As he recalled:

I had provided phonograsph records for the
station from the Edison Shop. Before esch record,
Elten Plant would say something like-='this is
Edison recording star Miss Mabel Norton Ayers
singing such-and-such & song. It is Edison
record number so-and-s0. And when 1 brought
the stars to the studio, they were also identi-
fied as being Edison recording artists. I was
grateful that they mentioned it on the air, be-
csuse 1'm sure it helped sales. But Mr. Stark
(George W.] told we one day that 1'd received
enough free publicity and tbn’ the station
would no longer need my help. 4

Climaxing & political battle which had been waged
throughout the fall, Rarding rollsd up an enormous msjority
over Cox in November, 1920. Although the voters had mede the
decision 8s to who would ooocupy the White House, the soverage
of this event triggered & broadcasting controversy which went
wdecided for more than 13 years. Even though WWJ had been on
the air for more than four months, & second station, KDKA in
East Pittsburgh, Pa., which began broadcasting on November 2,

1920, is often given oredit for being the "first" station to

73The Evening News Associstion, Radio staff of the

mgeé;m; (Detroit: The Evening News Associstion, 1922),
hereafter, vadio staff, p. 9.

“‘rrubc, Interview,
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inaugurate regular prograumming. And the Harding=-Cox eleotion
coverage is often categorised as the "first” program. A com-
plete discussion of the disagreement is contained in & later
chaptex.

In enswer tO msny requests from interested resders,

8 "Radie Department” column made its first appesrsnce in

The Detroit Hews on November 19. It offered informstiem

on the construction and/ox purchase of "radiophone receivers"
ond the methods of achieving the best reception once & station
bhad been installed. Since the response to the new editorial
department was instant and enthusiastic, it became 8 regular
festure of The News which, with a substantial shift in the
tone of {ts material, continues today.”

By December, 1920, the number of radio listeners had °
greatly inoreased in Detroit and the surroumding commmities.
$mall boys asked Santa Claus for receiving sets, and the sta-
tion programmed special holiday musiec to its growing audience.
Using eountless varieties of cereal-dox coils, sar-trumpet
design loud-speakers, batteries, wires and gadgets of every
-desoription, the "magic'" was being extracted fxom the air.

Without a great deal of mechanical ability,
8 radio devotee could put together a corystal

751.11) snd Boyes, Appendix.
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detector set, complete with cat's whisker, for

less than $8.00. A vacuum dosgctor set oould
be built for less than $60.00

Some purchased the components for their receivers froo'
local radio shops, which, by this time, bad eprung into busi-
ness 811 over Detroit. With the heavy demsnd, parts were
soon in short supply.

Becasuse electrical shops oouldn't supply
enough headphones to meet the rush of new radio
listeners, there grew up quite an epidemic of
plilfexing of telephone receivers--mostly froa
spartoment bouse phones. 50 enthusiastic were
these beglnners that many scrupulously bonest
souls indulged in this petty thievery. With a
single wire antenna strung in the room or st~
tiec, 8 coil on an catmesl box, a pilece of
silicon or galens with a cat's whisker, sie
and a telephone receiver, the wou 9-bc radio
operator was able to participate.

To ring in the new year, 1921, in joyous fashion, The
News turned to Detroit ettorney Louis Colombo whose "resonant
tones” were heard in a "mslody of cheer" that "went out across
uneounted miles over the invisible othot.”7s

The Detroit Kews had completed its first calendar year
of broadocasting and several notable milestones had been reached--

at a net loss to the corporation of $3,063.92. Of course, this

”Rinn. Ihe Detroit Fews, August 21, 1960, Sec. E, p. .

77!oung, Ibe Michigen History Magazine, Vol. XLIV, Decem-
der, 1960, p. 417.

18pgdiq Staff, p. 9.
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smount is paltry when conpared to future losses. In ite
first eight years of operation, the station sustained a net
loss annually of neasrly $30,000. By 1928, the manageuert had
invested $466,3856.27 or nearly & half million dollars in the
operation and had not earned a dime in return. It is one thing
to be a pioneer and quite snother to back one's convietions with
money in such huge .mounu.79

f£ditorially claiming that the radio station offered
another means by which The News ocould serve its pudblic, &
eontriduting factor to WiJ's existence in the very beginning
hinged apparently on its proven ability to sell newspapers.

Shortly after WWJ's initial program in

1920, The News editors conceived the idea of

using this new 'miracle” to sell papers.

They started "Touight's Dinner" by the house-

hold editor, a 1l5-minute talk which included

suggestions for dinner as well as suggestions

for saving in the kitchen. This has been suc~

cessful in tngatootlng women in The News and

its features,

Could the station possidbly have sustained itself as a
complete philanthropie venture! It seems doubtful when one

reads:

79£dutn L. Tyson, Stetion Manager, Affidevit Filed
vith the Federal Redio Commission, November 7, 1923, p. 1.

80pyed Gasrtner, Jr., Managing Editor, Detroit News,
- “Station WdJ Strong Promotion Arm for Detroit News $Since 1920,"

Edigox and Publigher, July 27, 1935, p. l1.
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The name "The Detroit News"” always {3

appended to the call letters, 'WJ,” thus

always keeping in the listeners' winds the

name of the station's owner and sponsor. As

pure iustitutional advertising alone, the

eonstant "drip, drip of the watex °°8fb'

stane” idea has been of great value.

Although WiJ continues to idaentify itself as The Detroit
News station, it long a3o became far more valusble to the par-~
ent organization and not just an extension of the newspaper
circulation department.

While the W'J news bulletins were reporting the major
events of 1921--Harding's inauguration, the Sacco-Vauzetti
trisl and the Dempsey-Carpentier boxing bout at Boyle's Thirty
Acres~-the original transmitting set was found to be inade-
quate for the incressing requirements of the station, It was
completely rebuilt esrly in the year.52

Experiments in programxing continued with the sending
of musie by rediophone to & banquet deing held at the Masonioc
Temple on January 13, and the same service was provided for
the Highland Park High School on February 3.33

In June, 1921, further improvement was made in the

transaitting equipment with the installation of a two-wire

$ivid.
32!.11] and Boyes, p. 74.

83radio staff, p. 10.
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antenna, 290 feet in length, which was stretched between The
Mews building snd the Hotel Fort Shelby, loocated in the next
block., This ivnovation was tested; and to the delight of the
staff, reception re,.orts poured in from listeners sll over
the United States. The News receiving set heard broadcasts

by government stations as far away ss Bordeaux, Franoce;

Fauen, Germany; Rone and Hawaii.a‘

It was about this time slso that ene of WiJ's 208t
popular prozram features, "The Town Crier,"” was introduced.

As Elton Plant recalled it:

Thae first "starred” raldlo newscast at
W4J was billed as "The Town Crier"” show,
Rex white wrote the newa items and I resad
thea, I would ring the Town Crier bgll while
Rex clapped coocouut shells to simulace the
horse's hoofs ou which the Town Crier are
rived. 7This was the begioning of "sound
effect" experiments st WWJ...1 was the
original Town Crier on radio, but only
for two or three wesks because I booted
8 couple of words one night, and than Rex
was doing it...snd later it was Albert W,
Weeaks. It has been xecorded that Al was the
original Town Crier, but not 8o...When Weeks
took over he wrote the news items in his
style snd did the broadcasting himself as
well. They developed him right into the s
character and he was unusually good at it. 5

Also, in mid-1921, The News radlophone department de-

ocided to organisze its programs on & wore elaborate scale.

841b14.
“let. Intexview, p. 20.
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Reretofore, the shows had been xestriocted to phomograph
susie and news bulletins with sm occasional guest. Since
the "official” staff of the station consisted of & radio-
phene editor and two tecimicsl men, other mewbers of The
News orgsnisation volunteered to book visiting theatricsl
talent.8 lanaging editor Maloolm W. Bingay, oity editor
Gesrge Stark and reporters Robert Keslly, Rex White, Al
Wesks, Elton Plant and othexs, haunted the local theaters,
vaudeville houses and amateur theatricals searching for
talent.
When working on the radio full time in

1921 my job, along with sannouncing, was gete

ting some of the programa talemt. VWhen I first

went up there I actually socouted for some of

the talent among people I knew, people who were

studying music with me. I would bring them over.

I remember 1 brought my singing teacher ever,

Franois Firth. They liked him and did e

couple of programs & week for a bit. 7

By Deceaber, 1921, the recruiting drive for tslent was
ended as pexrformers of every deseription poured into the sta-
tiom. Song pluggers, who paid singers to perform songs in oxder
to sell wmore copies of the sheet music, used The News faoilities
often, And well-known performers, who were in Detroit for thea-

ter appearances, readily agreed to visit the station, without

86radio staff, p. 10.
87¢1ent, Interview, p. 21.
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fee, in orxder to promote the paid local appearsnces.

From evening programming that could be described

thus:

The usual concert, interspersed with news
bulletins, will be given tonight and every uight
except Sunday., Musical selections are changed
nightly, and are chosen to eover & grest variety--
grend opera, musical comedy, voice, band, orches~
tra and solos,

WWJ began to present incresased "live" programming.
Completely unpredictable, bhowever, was the response
given to the microphone by the stage stars who eonsented to
appear ou the "live" shows. Ernest R, Ball, eomposer of
"Mother Machree,” "Love le and the World £is Mine," and eother
songs, was appearing with the Keith oircuit on the stage of
the Temple Theater in 1921, He agreed to perform in the WWJ
studies on December 1) snd his resction to the nmicrophone was

The receiver microphone is not & very

sppreciative instrument, at least in appesr-
snce. One csn't tell from the looks of [it]
whether his number is liked or mot.

This was quite baffling to Ernie RBall.
Be sang one or two of his most popular nume
bers, heard no spplause and finally looked
at the telephone [microphone] in & mennex
that registered blind rage. And then he stuck
out bis tongue at the instrument, which seemed
to relieve bis feelings 8 lot, for 2; swung
fimwediately into another selection,

‘8"Shlp Hears Radio Concert and Lauds MNews Service,”
Ihe Detroig Eews, September 8, 1920, p. 1.

89redio staff, p. 13



38,

Frank Tinney, noted eomedian and mouologist, madse

his first radie sppesrance two days later ou December 13.

A surious thing in conneetion with
the broedecasting has been the resction of
stage artists to the undemcustrative bronsze
device into which they pour their souge and
remarks., Frank Tinney refused to believe
that he was not the vietia of 8 hoax. lie
feared he wes in reality talking for the
sole entertainwent of practical jokers in
the privats room where the microphene of the
transamitting appartus was located, until
he hsard music relayed back by telephons
frea Windsor, Ont., eoross the river. Ia-
barrasssent, even aeute "stage fright,”
bas been noticed in the case of alecet
every fudividual who is sccustomed to
spplause ss occssional motive power.¥0

Other notable performers snd personalities ineluding
post Edmund Vance Cooke, comedisne Van and Schemnck (Dee. 19),
and Yannie Brice (Dec¢. 21) made their radio debuts em WWJ,
Mise Brice, who appeared ss & singer with the Old Newsboys'
Band, later gained mational fams for her poxtraysl of the
uisehievous "Baby Snocks.”

The progrea schedule, in which these persomalities
were placed, was srranged socozding to the follewing time~
table.

11:30-11:53 a.=. Musie phorograph

%01p14.
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3:15 = 4:00 p.m, Reports of the Livestock,grain,
, Liberty Bond and stock markets,
the foreign (money) exchange and
the weather report.

623 - 6:30 p.n. Music to "tune up" instruments
[eorzectly dial the station =
much the same as early televi-
sien's tesat patterxn

6130 = 6:45 p.m, Standaxrd bedtime stories read by
Mabel Claxa Miles.

6:43 = 7:00 p.m, Repetition of 3:13 program

7:00 p.m. Beginning of gtcgun of en-~
tertainnent.9

This schedule was maintained daily, except Sunday, during
the elosing months of 1921.

Still another segment in the prograa expsnsion of Decem-
ber, 1921, was the procuring of Finzel's Orchestra snd other
musisal organizations with several members, including the
Pier Ballrooca Oxchestrs wnder the direction of Arthur Black.

It became coumon practice for Detroiters to stage "wireless
parties” at their homes and dance to the “live" music emitted
by the radio receiver.

As 1921 hurried to 8 close, WiJ presented Christmas Eve
sexvioes with Governor Alex J. Crossbeck, Mayor James Ceuzens,
the Rt, Rev. Cherles D. Williams, D.D., Bishop of the Episcopal

iake Vessels 'Piok Up' News Wireless Melody,” Ibs
Desxoit Nevws, December 19, 1921, p. 1.
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Diocess of Michigan, and the Rev. Fr. Joim P. MoRichols,
S. Jop President of the University of Detroit, partici-
patl.n;.”

And to demsonstrate its progranm diversity, Rancy
Brown, editor of the Experience Colum (advice for the love-
lomm in The Kews,)made her first \4J appearsnce on Decen~
ver 28.%

On December 30, a young Hungarian pianist, Gizi Szanto,
made her American councert debut on W43, From iha Canference
Reom in The dNews building, where the station was now housed,
she thrilled an audienoce whioh received her performsnce at
"betweer 3350 snd 400 amateur wireless stations, in addition
to probably 10 tixes as many receiving sets.” As "en un~
impressive megaphone placed with its mouth opened over the
strings of the piano caught up the vibrations and carried
them te an instrument which flung them cut inte npncc.”g‘
little did this 17 year-old pianist dress thet she was play-

ing the overture to the greatest yesr of expanasion the young

92"!.:4!.0 Wafts Yule Spirit,” Ihe Detroit News,
December 25, 1921, p. 1.

93"!1&\07 Brown Thrills Hearers by Wireless,”
Ihe Detroit News, December 29, 1921, p. 3.

947 ske Vessels ‘Pick Up® News Wireless Melody,"
Ihe Detroit News, Decewber 19, 1321, p. 1.



6l.

station would ever sxperience.

Even though WiJ had rebuilt and ifuproved its transaite'
ter, expanded and refined its programsing, enlarged its staff
slightly and moved its "studios” from the eramped quarters of
the editorial reception room to the more spacious Conference
Roen, all these accomplishments would pale when compared to
those made during 1922, This was the year marked with innova-
tions only dreamed of before.



WONDEPP ~--19

With the poasible exception of 1930, no other year in
radio history can mstch 1922 as the period of broadcasting's
greatest growth and development. On the natiensl level, one
station followed snother in an slmost frenzied race to find &
spsce on the dial. 1locally, WWJ increased its powser, hired
its first "personality,” met the cowpetition of a station in-
troduced by a rival newspaper, expanded its steff and its
studios end watched ths ssle of receiving sets skyrocket.

On December 12, 1921, the Rews ordered a Western
Electric 300-watt #1A transmitter which would operate en
the wave lengths between 373 and 600 weters. For the pure
chase price of $6,680., the stastion expanded its brosdcasting
horisons far beyond those obtainable with the De Forest
oquiplcnt.ss

The installation of the new transwitter and ite first
broadcast ou January 23, 1922, seemed to herald the beginning

of WiJ's greatest growth year.

95716 Detroit News "Purchase Order #9549" to Western
Kleotrie Coxpany, Detroit, Michigsn, Decexber 12, 1921, p. 1.
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The magnitude of the visiting stars shown brighter.

During @ single week in January, Eddie Cantor and memberxs of
bis eompany, who were appearing st the Carrick in "Midnight
Rounders;" Adele Rowland, who was hesding the bill st the
shubert-Detroit, and Clara Morton, of the "Famous Four More
tons,” performed on WWJ's evening program. Dr. Kdgar DeWitt
Jones remembered the Cantor broedoast.

The occasion of the anniversary of WWJ...
moves me tO reaninisce., I wade my debut em that
station...The night I went on the air for the
first time was made memorable for me because 1
met in the studio Eddie Cantor and the great
Dx. Lorens of Vienna [Dr. Adolph Lorens, famous
surgeon].

Cantor climbed up on 8 stool and extempor-
{zsed @ string of delightful chatter...

Dr. Lorens impressed me...he made an sppesl
for the war children of Europe...

Then I h;gpod on the stool end recited half
& dozen poems.
Among the numerous personglities who trooped into the
WWJ studios during 1922 were: movie actresses lillisn and
Dorothy Gish; Hollywood producer David W. Criffith; soprsno
Madame Emna Clave; Shakespesresn artists Edward H. Sothern
amd his wife, Julis Marlowe; Canada's Governor-General Baromn

Byng, and dramstist Cosmo Hamilton. The famous in almost

96py, Edgar DeWitt Jones, "WWJ'e Birthday,” Successful
Living, August 24, 1945, p. 18.
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every f£ield could be added to the 1list, and many were making
their fixst radio sppearancae.

On Pebruary 6, 1922, the famous Shakespesresn actor
Walter Hampden arrived at the station and ajreed to do s
soliloquy from "Hamlet' provided that the studio could be
cleared of all persaumel. 7This, the engineexs sxplained,
wss impossible, since they were needed to operate the equip-
ment. Still refusing to appear before anyone in the studio,
Raspden and the crew finslly reached & compromise. He de-
livered the soliloquy to the redio audience while locked in
the womsn's lavoratory with & misrophone before bim.97

Ossip Gabrilovitsch raised his baton over The Datroit |
Symphony Orchestxs on February 10, 1922, and made broadocast-
ing history with the first symphony concert presented by
radio anywhere. It has been reported in various station
publications that this was also WWl's first sponsored broad-
cast, An examination of the financial statemsnts of the
Detroit Bank and Trust Company, the alleged sponsor, failed

to produce eonfirmation of this expenditure.
1f, however, the Detroit Bank did pay certain fees for

the right to have its name mentioned in oconnection with the

97tltou Plant, tape recorded interview by Robert P,

Rimes (Jindeor, Ontario, Canads), July 18, 1962. Tape re-
cording Rimes' files.
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Symphony concert, this sponsorship would predate WEAFP's claiam
of the first paid radio commercisl, August 28, 1922, s 10-min-
ute snnouncement for the Queensborough Corp. of Jackson Heights,
New York,

In any event, the Detroit Symphony broadoast certainly
gives WWJ priority over WEAF's claim of the first broadcast of
& complete symphonic eoncert (by the New York Philhsrmonic,
Novesber 22, 1922).73

It was also about this time that William P, "Bil1"
Holliday began to exmerge as WiJ's first, full-fledged "per-
sonality.” Others bad priority over him as “ernouncers” oun
the station, but Holliday's resonsnt voice and professional
delivery endeared him to listeners as "the voice of WWJ."
Malcolm Bingay hired Holliday.

The pressure of the radio progrsms was
getting too steady with night and day programs.
1 watched Bill Bolliday of the Grace & Bolliday
Advertising Agency play in amateuxr shows at the
Detroit Players Club. He bad the voice and he
knew music. That night after the show, 1 hired
Bill.

He became the first full-fledged radio
master of ceremonies. The radio rolled into
big-time stuff. I lost interest in it because
it was tot journalisa. There was & theatricsl-
iem foreign to the local city room where a 99
phony is spotted before he can open his mouth.

98:16 Too, WNBC (Ne WEAP)" Variery, April 11,
1962, p. S1.

9931!1‘.’. P 243,
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Bingay was later "exiled" to Englaud as the London
correspondent for The dNews and finally was firxed by the
newspaper. WWJ's first sannouncer then returned to the
United States and was hired by the Detroit Free ¥ress where
he served as Kditorial Director until his death in 1933,

But, before he left, Bingay had picked a wimner.

Only & handful of WWJ performers have earned the sdoratiom
heaped upon Holliday. Born in 1892 in Wyoming, Ohio, Holliday
attended public schools in Pittsburgh and Tyrem, Pennsylvania.
Be also studied & "ocourse” at Bucknell University. Since his
grandfather, Joseph R, Ramsay, had been president of the
Wabash Railroad, and his father superintendent of the L. A.

& 8. Railroad, a branch of the Pennsylvania, it was under-
standable that young Holliday would be drewn into the tra-
ditional family tradas.

Becsuse he didn't like railroading and preferxed a
wider field of personsl contact and & medium of crestive
expression, he landed in the advertising business with the
Joseph Richards Company end later joined the advertising
department of the Burroughs Adding Machine Company. At
Burroughs he edited the Bulletin,a ocompany house organ,
under the pen name Bill Bell Blair, s name he used later
in Pridle § Colfer, a sports magazine published by Holliday
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and his pertner, Edward R. craoo.loo

He was the man whose volice snd persomnality
were recognized, then avaited, and £1nall£ beloved
in the measureless smphitheater of radiolOl

Ouoce the first wonderment of the radio
was past snd it began to come into modern
11fe as a fixed activity, the voice of WWJ
or "Bill" soon took on & persouiality. There
vas & friendly warmth, an urging gayety about
that voice that stirred responsive warmth
in the hearts of men and wonen. From the
sudience came hundreds of letters thanking
the msn they knew only as & set of initials,102

e vas & man of unusual vigor and of unflagging interest
in any aotivity which directly or indirectly touched the publiec.
Hollidsy wes 8 menber of the Players sud aocted snd wrote one-sct
dramas. And he composed music, played the piano, was active in
the Board of Coumerce, wrote anything from fiction to statisti-
cal articles, and earned a8 living as an editor, a musicien, &
Teporter, & salesaan, & radio announcer, an advertising msnager

end & publisher,l03

100y, p. Holliday Dead,” Thy Detroft Rews, June 30,
1926, p. 1.

10l"priends Carry Holliday to Rest Among the Hills,"
Ihe Detroit News, July 3, 1926, p. 2.

102, P, Holliday Dead,” The Detroit Kews, June 30,
1926, p. 1.

103000:;. W, stark, "We Old Timers,” The Detroit News
August 22, 1941, p. 8.
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In addition to sexving the station as "its voioce,"

Holliday was also Program Manager and chief talent scout,
and, at the same time, operated a successful advertising
agency, Crace & Holliday.

One of the performers during Holliday's reign, Dr.
Lucienne Monfort, & concert pianist, recalled her experience

sons years later.

I remember it all so well...Willism
Bolliday was master of ceremonies, sannouncer,
and almost everything else, even to appesre
ances as singer and piano player...On my first
program appeared Frank Morgan, then & Bone
stelle actor snd afterward to become fauocus
in the movies...

Onice the concert was over, sveryone
stood around staring at the telsphone. 1t
began to ring. In those days, anything
even approaching entertainment was sure to
produce a storm of calls froa hearers, most
of whom seened lntonisgsa that they had
heard anything at all.

Another "personality” who gained local zadic fame
in early 1922 was Albert Loren Weeks, known to the audience
8s "The Town Crier,” Although he did not reach the publie
stature enjoyed by Holliday, Weeks' broadcasts drew much
scclaim for their originality and wit.

Weeks was borm in Rochester, Kew York, on May 31, 1888,
He attended Eastern High School in Rochester and was graduated

104'%hen Radio Vas A Marvel,™ The Detroit News,
August 21, 1945, p. 12.
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from Central High School in Detroit in 1906, Four ysars later,
he received the Bachelor of Arts degres from the University of
K¥ichigan, 103

Beginning his career on the staff of the Detroit Free
Press in 1910 as & reporter, he later moved to the now de-
funot Detroit Tribume in 1912 as telegraph editor snd soom
becane city editor. In 1913, he joined the staff of The News
where he served sucoessively as a reporter, drama editor and
litexary critic and where bis work gained for him an inter-~
national reputation,

As Wil's "Town Crier,” a label which previously had
been worn by Elton Plant snd Rex White, Weeks employed &
ringing bell to herald his newscasts, which were filled with
bumor and satirical observations on the happenings of the day.

In 1926, he left The News and WWJ to take the editor-
ship of the Pridle § Golfer, the magazine published by his
old friend, Bill Molliday, and which was devoted to sports,
theater, literature, finance, fashions, socliety and Imm':r.m6

Following Holliday's death, Weeks becsme editor of the flay-

g0er, and from 1929 to 1932, he vas given oomplete eharge of

1054 1bexrt Weeks Named Magasine Editor," Ihe Detroit
m Press, Maroh 1’. 1,26. Pe 24,

106114,
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¥etropolitan Motion Picture Company's creative, direocting

and voice recording sctivities. He never returned to

brosdcasting, which had given him his grestest fame 107

Cast aside was a talent which George W, Stark later
described as "antic gcnius"loa atd a show called "the most
populaxr feature of the programs.”

Perhaps the most popular feature of the
programs, at least until the organization of

The Detroit News Orchestra, was the Town Crier.

At first he held to the traditions of bellmen,

and gave 8 nightly digest of the day's news,

with running comment. His whimsicality was so

sppealing that fancy ultimately took precudence

over fact. The snonymity which at first char- 109
acterized the Town Crier could not be maintained...

The first interest displayed by WWJ in joining with other
stations in & network came February 13, 1922, when Warrem S.
Booth, then Assistant Business lManager of The News and as of this
writing President of the Evening News Association, sent a letter
to W, §. Gifford, then Vice-President of the American Telephone
snd Telegraph Company

Mr. [F. M.] Ryan [who had installed the new

500-watt transmitter for The News in January] said
that he understood that you would soon be organiszed

1°7WA1 Weeks Joins Staff of Picture Cowmpany,” Ihe
Detroit News, July 31, 1932, p. 16.

108George W. Stark, "We Old Timers," The Detroit
News, August 21, 1941, p. 1.

109Radio staff, p. 20.
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to distribute to all of these stations by wire
speeches and the like, which are of national im-
portance, and to broedcast by radio from esch
of these stations. This {s indeed 8 very inter-~
esting development snd The News is avare that if
your company goes into this, it will do so in a
whole~hearted way...

We are wondering whethexr we could come to
some agreewent whereby The News would be con-
nected by wire with your sending station and
broadcast these specisl things along with your
own radio stations scattered about the country.
Of course there would not be any great number
of events of national interest but when these
ocourred, it would certainly be greatly to guz
advantage to be hooked up with your systea, )

Apparently Gifford did not respond immediately to
Booth's highly original suggestion, but ultimstely this very
arrangement linked WWJ and WEAP in the first national network
of statiomns.

On Msxch 1, 1922, the local U. §. Radio Inspector,

S. W, Edvards, seut & request to the Commissioner of Kavigation
asking that The Kews be sllowed to change its call letters. As
he explained the problem:
The Detroit Kews... has bad a grest desl ’
of difficulty with the call letters WBL which
bave been assigned to their station. They have
shown me & nunber of cards and letters from

distant points in which it 1s stated that the
call letters of the station do not carry well
and sre not easily distinguishable. This
newspaper has requested me to take up with
the Bureau the matter of a change in call

110 otter to W, 8. Gifford, Vice-President, Auerican
Telephone and Telegraph Coupany, from Warrem S. Booth, Asst.
Business Msnager, The Detroit News, February 13, 1922, WiJ Files.
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lettexrs and they bave requested me to sscertain
if 4t will be possible for thea to have the csll
letters of WKL or WWW. It is respestfully rec-
ocamended that they be granted the change in call
letters.l1l

Six days later, a reply vas received:

You will also uote your call bas been
chenged from WBL to WWJ. This fs about as
good as we could do in the matter of call
letters and we hope you will find them satis-
factory.ll

Thus, the station's permanent call letters, formerly
used by & vessel in the Atlantic Coastal trade, were estad-
lished. And the legend that the station was named after s
persou, namely W, J. Soxipps, should be put to rest.

Visiting Kew York on business, W, E, Soripps received
a distressing telegram on March 11, 1922,

RYAN IN TOWN SAYS FREE PRESS IS ENTERING '
BROADCASTING FIELD SOON AS WESTERM ELECTRIC
CAN DELIVER A RADIOPHONE SAME AS OURS., WESTERM
ELECTRIC DESERVES CENSURE FOR SELLING BECOND
PHOKE IN DETROIT. IF THEY IXSIST ON SALE THEY
SHOULD AT LEAST GUARANTEE US PREFERENCE ON ALL
ORDERS POR NEW MICROPHONES, LOUDSPEAKERS, AMe
PLIPIERS, TUBES, ETC. WE SHOULD SEW U2 BROAD-
CASTING HOURS, ALSQO KEEP FREE FRESS PROM
ORCHESTRA HALL.113

11 etter to Commissioner of Kavigation, Department of
Cosmerce, Washington, D. C., from S, W, Edwards, U. 8. Radie
Inspector, Federal Building, Detroit, March 1, 1922.

112; 4tter to Warren S, Booth, Asst. Business Manager,
The Detroit News from §. W. Edwards, U. §. Radio Inspector,
Federal Building, Detxoit, March 6§, 1922, WWJ Piles.

ual'clcgrn from W, S. Booth to W, Kk, Soexipps, MHotel
Biltmore, N. Y., March 11, 1922, WiJ Files.
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This was indeed w:pleasant news for WWJ, Feor now
it would be necessary to share the precious broadcasting
bend sssigned to stations in 1922 with The Mews' arch rival.
Ultimately, The Kews would be required to curtall its broad-
easting day to allow the Free Press to use the same frequency,
since the plan for multiple frequencies had not, as yet, been
formulated.

To ocutward appearances, WiJ seemed unconcerned about
this turn of events as it continued to present a series of
forty Lenten sermcus, one each day, which began on Msrch 1.
The programs were called 'What Lent Means to the Community'
sud clergymen of all denominations provided the sermons for
this broadcasting "first.” The Rt. Rev. Michael J. Gallagher,
Romen Catholie Bishop of the Diocese of Detroit; the Rt. Rev,
Charles D. Williams, Episcopal Bishop, and Bishop Theodore S.
Benersou, were among those who made sddresses.li?

On March 13, 1922, The Rews radio station broadoast
the country's first "missing persons” report. Albino Tanner

Tlening, the l3~year-old adopted sou of William Fleming, ran
sway from howe with it. Louis as his destination. The police

in several c¢ities were alerted but were wmable to locate the

114743, The Detroit News, "™WWJ Firsts" (Mimeogrsphed
menusoript, 1950), p. 4.
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boy. Firally, an amateur operstor in Toledo, who bad heard
the WWJ brosdoast, gave the boy's desoription to the matrom
of the juvenile detention homs in the Ohio aity and she
1dentified one of her charges as the missing Fleming boy.
A fevw vweeks later, another missing boy, William Dora, was
located in almost the sams marner. These two incidents
suggssted the wider uss of radio to assist the police in
tracking coriminals end recovering stolen property. The
faoilities of WWJ, therefore, wvere offered to Mayor James
Couzens who snswered:

Glad to acaoept your offer. Until the time
comes when we can aestablish our own sending sta-
tion, the generous sud public-spirited offer of
The Detroit News will be gladly accepted., I have
watched the development of radio and 1 can clearly
see its fumense possibilities in the capture of
cerimiuals fleeing the city.l13
Poliece Lieutenant Potts, who had first suggested the

use of radio for police work in a speech on WWJ December 24,
1921, implemented the plan under the direction of Williew P,
Rutledge, then superintendent of the Detroit Folice. Re-
esiving sets were installed in precinct stations and later
io Police Headquarters., This developuent led ultimately teo
the establishment of WCOP, Detroit, the first police radie
station, Rutledge, incidentally, is also generally credited

with the idea of comuunicating with a moving scout cer.

15mb44 .
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Listeners were s90 coucerued with the plight of Albino
Fleming, that the radio dadbut of a young coczadian and wit, Will
Rogers, on March 1J, was almost lost in the other radio news
headlines. Two days later, Emms Calve, the distinguished
operatie soprano, sade her radio debut on WWJ,

On March 22, 1922, st 9:30 a.n., the Household editor
of The Detroit News, Mrs. Myrtle Calkins, stepped to the
WdiJ mierophone snd greeted the sudience, "Good mming,
Everybody." Thus began one of the wmost popular women's
features heard on WiJ, '"Dinner by Radio,” & menu-plauning
program, Originally designed to interest readers in The
Nevs wowen's features, it grew in popularity over the years
88 evidenced by the mail sent to the women's department by
listeners. Befors the prograam began, letters to the departe
ment numbered about 300 per week. By 1930, about 3,000
letters & week, or & yearly total in excess of 156,000,vere
received, giving praise to the program nuu.n6

The University of Michigan began extension courses

by radio on March 31. Leoturers, arranged by Professor W, D.
Henderson, in the fields of public health, public education,

sodern scientific developments, chemistry and astronomy, were

116p11a Gordon Smith, "Radio Dinners 8 Years on Air,"
The Detroit News, August 20, 1930, p. 19.
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presented by qu.l17

Cotcerned over the iucreasing populacrity of radie, the
Associated Fress issued an edict early in 1922 thst none of
the news supplied by the wire service would be available to
broadssasting statious. However, on March 31, wheu & sleet
and fce storm felled telegraph poles snd wires, the A. 2.,
and other news sexvices, turued frantically to other means
of transmitting stories to wmember uewspapers throughout the
stats. The International News Service (I.X.S.) sent out
reports of the happeuings in Lansing using WiJ's facilities
and supplemeunted this service with a few bulletins sandwiched
between coumercial correspondsnce over the Chicago wire of the
Western Union, the ouly line that did not go down during the
storm, The Associsted Press and the United Press got most of
their March 31 news through during a three-hour lull between
the storms when the lines were temporarily repaired.

Oun Ssturdsy, April 1, with the storm still reging end
the lines down asgain, the A. P. swallowed its pride and sent
its Detroit correspoudent, David J. Wilkie, to the WWJ studiocs.
Wilkie hurrxidly wrote the news coyy and the WWJ snnouncers
vead it, while A. P, subscribers at the Adrian Teleyram, the
Lansing State Journal, the Jackson Citizen-Patriot, and other

117&011] and Boyes, p. 81.
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out-state n2vspapers, hired court stenographers to copy the
items. Fapers sll over Michigan carried the line, "tpecial
Dispatch by WWJ Kadiophone,” on several stories Saturday
night, Sunday ard lMonday, when the regular means of commurni-~
cation were rc-eatlbllnhcd.lls

Through the use of 0ld newspaper clippings, & typlosl
program of March, 1922, has been reconstructed., Although
much of the materisl is corny and dated now, it secems worthe-
while to trace a single program from beglining to end in
order to examine the elements of entertainment which comprised
an offering by WWJ during this period. A desoription of the
progrea, printed the next day, might have read like this:

Five members of the Detroit Players gave a novel
wireless concert last night that was enjoyed here and across
the North Auerican continent. The evening started off when
William Holliday sunounced that the evening had been turned
over to these gentlemen and that he would not be held re-
spousible for snything that happened. The firet number an~
nounced was & lecture on wireless telephony by Al Weeks, who
for many years has made & deep study of this maxvelous science.

WEEKS ¢ Koah was the first wireless operator,

with his dove. The secoud was Ben Franke~
lin, who got so mad when lightning struck

118"pad10phoue Gives Michigen Fapers Kews When 5leet Fells
Wires," pditor & Publisher, April 8, 1922, p. 12.
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his new kite that he founded the Sature
day Evening Post. Of course, all you
movie fans kiow what smperes are having
seenn Theda Barse. And Watts are very
baxd to get xid of as they are so tiny.
Chms have groun 80 greatly in popularity
that a Better Ohms Week was recently
beld in Detroit. 1'd like to lesve with
oute last warning to the amsteurs. Don't
wind your armature too tightly or you'll
break the meinspring.

Willisms C. Lexchen, baritoue, sings two of his favorite
sougs, “Tomay Lad” snd "Msh Lindy Lou'l

(Loud Applause from the group gathered sround the studio.)

John J. Plath delivers the Kipling poem, “Gunge Din,"
and "The Shooting of Den MoGrew,"

HOLLIDAY: Who's next? Ah, there's Sam Slade.
Whateha goin' de, Sam?

SLADE; GCuess 1I'll recite Gunga Din.

HOLLIDAY: No, you caa't do that. Jaock Fleth just
gave us our Gungs dinner (chuckles).

SLADE: Oh,well then, guess 1'll sing a soug.
(The basso renders the aris from Limon
Bocosnegra, by Verdi, and to repested
dessuds fxom callers on the telephones,
he responded with “The Miller.”)

Walter Boyntcon was next smounced with his ‘celle.
(There followed a terrifiec argument
with the nurrouneunf players, who in-
sisted it wasn't & "cello, that the
last time they saw {t~-it was & nice
14ttle blond vieolin. They wanted to
know what Boyntou had been feeding it
to make £t grow #o fast.) He finally
played Airs by Schumann,

George P. McMahon played "The Modern Maiden's Prayer,”
Al Jolson's "My Little Binbo, Down en @
Banboo 1Isle,” and 'Farewell, Honey, Fare
Thee Well,” on the piasno,
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HOLLIDAY: That concludes the evening's enter-
tairment on the part of the Players.

The scheduled time to end this pro-
gran passed half an hour ago. Goodnight,

The radio sudience listered as the Players were ap-
plauded by persons calling Cherry 7300 in eoxder to
give it over the telephome.

The evening talk on The Kews Musis Memory Coutest
wvas made by Miss Edith M. Ruebekam, who lectured on
the composers Rubinstein and Lisxt. The former's

Melody in P and Liszt's Hungarisn Rhapsody were then
played.

And s typical evening's entertainament for s radio listen-
or in 1922 bad ended. One wonders if radio has really changed
too much in the past forty yu:o.u’

On April 2, WiJ and the Michigan Agricultural College
coopersted in a lecture courss by radiophone. David M. Priday,
Fresident of M. A. C., said of the brosdcasts, "Farmer aud
eity man will be brought closer together=-closer than ever
before by use of The Detroit News' radiophono."lzo

In an effort to promote reformstion and interest his
band members in world events, Warden H., L. Hurlburt brought
the Jackson Prison Band to the WWJ studios on April 9, 1922,

The band performsnce shared the same programming log

with the Cantate sung st 5t. Paul's Eplscopal Cathedral.

n’Adaptod from "“Merry Medley Wafted Afar," Ihe Detreit
Bews, Maxch 29, 1922, p. 6.

u%uy and Boyes, p. 81.
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During the Easter season of 1922, WWJ entered into en sarrangement
with St. Paul's, wheredy the station would be allowed to broad-

east the Faster Cantata sung in the church on Palm Sunday end

the morning and evening sexrvices on Easter Day.

Thus the Cathedral was no longer ome
mezely of stone of srchiteotural dimensions,
but one whose -nﬁo walls encoszpassed most
of the coutinent.l4l

When the Rev. Warren L. Rogers stepped to the pulpit
of the Cathedral to open the services om April 9, he begsn @
breedcasting series whioch has oontinued uninterrupted every
Sunday sinoce 1922. Only KDikA's broadcasts froa the Calvary
Chuxch in Pittsburgh, which began on January 2, 1921, asre
oldexr. Since KDKA carries only & l3-minute program from the
church, WWl's St. Paul's broadcasts have been honored as the
oldest church services in America.

Fred Wering end his Pennsylvanisns mede their redie
debut on WWJ May 2, 1922, Varing had appeared at & University
of Michigsn J-Eop in January, 1922, snd Willism Holliday was
in the audience. After the dance, Holliday asked the Pennsyl~
vanians to appesr ou the station, but it wasn'’t until May that
they were able to accept the offex. Howard Pierce, productien
manager of the Kunsky-Trendle theatriocal iutexests, heaxd the

121pa419 staff, p. 13.
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broadcast and offered «aring and his group a weak's engage-
zont at the now defunct Feraxcunt Theater, Ths group played
the week for which they hrad contracted and 12 additional

woske,

Cmull wonder that Maestro Waring has a
ware spot in hig hesrt for letrolt and wad,
Hs may call hls boys tie l'ennsylvanians, ggt
their start was really tade in Michigan,124

Cf course, waring's ccntritution to wuJ was fAr more
izportant than th2 pro.ram he presented on the station, 4“hille
he was at ¥.J, Kolllday revsaled to waring that he was looking
for an assistant program ganagdre-gonscns who could also help
him with the pyrowing announcing choras, iolliday also wanted
to train a likely sucgevsor, since rLe hoped to lesve the
broadoasting field in order to devote more tike to hils ad-
vartising business. In talking with karing, Holliday discuvered
that thay both had grown up in the szall town of Tyron, fennsyl-
vanla, and that they hued a mutunl friend, Ldwin lloyd Tyson,
waring suygested, 8o the leyend go=s, that Holliday hire Tyson.
This recark by wWsering would bring to wwJ, on May 17, 1922, one
of tha gtation's btest-known volces,

Bora Py 11, 1862, in Fhillipsburg, l'ennsylvania, “Iy*
Tyson attended Tyron lilgh ichocl and unn (tate College for two
youars studyling forestry. In uddition to two years cf military
service with the 28th Livision in world war I, Tyson worked for

@ tize in the rotall coal buesinsss, a wall puver wnd stationary

lzzoaorgs We Ztark, "w:<J Link to Fast Honored by waring's
Fichl.andera,® The |atroit Naws, Csntenber 20, 1936, pe 3.
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store, as a paper maker in the west Vace l'aper Fill énd us a
¥arcantile Arnpralger for Blalr County Yennsylvania,

In the soring of 1922, after dAsvsloring successive
allergles to the flelds of endeavor aa outlinad adbsve, Tyson

recaivsd the following teierranm:

CoMo TS TRTRHOIT AS Y AJUINTANT UTCP 123
TATARY ATTEACTIVA ITOF BILL # LLIL ITATICH Wad

Unecployad at the tize, Tyson couldn't afford to ask
questions, and so he wired back:
wrllh?
Holliday's raply case rizht to the point:
AT CHCh

Arnd 8o, without knowlng what btroadoarting was, Tyson

becane a broadcaster, 3zfore he retired in Farch, 1953, after

gore than thres decadssz 2 a w«J parsonality, Tyaon had en-

deared himsgelf to lesions of liatenors., lew persons ia the

entire spectrua of btroadcasting won wore trisnds than "Ty." when

he celebrated his 25th Anniversary in broséeasting in 1947, this

plea was putlished in Ths letroit Nswa,

Jerry Foore, sssistant zan:ger of the Fcrt
fhslby Hctel wants to enrhusize that the banguet
Fonday night at tre nctel in Ty's hkonor 1s sn ine
vitaticnal sffalr,

Yocra's telectong has beea ringing constantly
with calls frem persons wrno want to buy blocks of
tickets for tra eovont, Ha says if they scld tiokets,
they would hLavs to stas,e thae bancuet in Priggs
Gtadiun,dzh

123¥91 wissman, "Ty Tyson Tlography" (typewritten minue

seript), ¥wd filee, p. 1.

12he7Tyg0n licnored Aftar 25 Years on rudio,® Tha letrolt

”Q".. ?ay 25. 19“?. P uo
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In the saxe srticle, 1t wui also netad thut five
Fetrolt radln estations, othar trhian whWd, would saluts Tyeon;
and thre liet of those —ersons wttanding tre bunjuet raads
J1k9 a “ho's wno of Latrocit's most fansus citirens,

Alticagh Tyson draw ccuntlasg announcing nssig neents
during Lis long and distinsulehed career with W.J, including
broadcanste of the [etrolt iyzrhony t(rchestra, the opening of
the Artacsador Hridue and the arrivsls of i'residonts and
otter facous rerscnas, 1t was Lis enorts Lroadecusting, espociully
kie play=ryerlay degcrintione of tacehsll grzes, which goined for

hiz his greutsast reco.nition,



VIII COMPUTITION COMES TO LETROIT

Since radio stations by the dozens wers being estube
lished acoross America, it was inevitable that The News would
one day have cox~etition on the Detroit broadcasting scene,
What had been a rumor on Murch 11, 1922, bocaze & reality on
May 4, when the Letrcit Fres Fress announcsd that 1t would
begin programming on its new station, WCX, The official
notification cazre to The News in a letter froz I, B, Carson,

Coxmissioner of the Pureau of Navigation.

There 18 enclosed a copy of ths schedule
of hours of your station and that of the Detroit
Free I'ress. The original of this copy was at-
tached to the liocense o{ ghe Latroit Fres Press
which was issued today. 2

On Thursday evening,lzs May 4, the Froe Press signod
on at 2:30 p.m. with an elahorate prograc which inoluded ape-
pearances by Michigan Jovernor Alax Oroeshook, University of
Miohlgan Fresident Lr, Marion leroy Rurton, Free TFregs poet-
humoriat Idgar A, Guast and a group cf perforeers, inoluding

Valbert P, Coffay, planiet, who later gained considerable

1251etter tc Tha I'etroit News fror D. ©, Carson,
Comxigsioner, Pureau of Navigation, washington, D. C.,
May b4, 1522, wWJ Files,

126Pr611m1nury teats wore mauace May 2,

E4
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face as a megber of the WiJd otsff.lz?
The News, ag =ight bLa 1xuscted, laaha2d cubt at L in

an editorial which atteratad to 2xplaln the guddled sltuation,

{nly cna wavs length rad buen sllottad

by lew for broadeagting, That wans 360 ssters,

sur anctosr staticon to sturt in there would

have to be lsgiriation vroviding for ths uee

of somd ctuer wavs length and tue prasent

naval regulationes do not rsrovide for thmt,

75 thera was nothing eles for the leartoont

cf Commerce to dc but allet nours of ronding

until zuvch tire as Congr2es cun rrovide by law

gti1ll other wwve lan;ths,l1<

The llzitad cirnorcial liesnge, which was 1ssued to
Thoe letrolt Newe oo A7pid £, 1522, carrisd tho echaduls by
which tre threa exiztin. etetione 1n TUotroit ltad agresd to
ehare tre avallabls brcade=etiny tices using the skcs wave
lensthe The thlrd etution was ownad bty the Ford kotor
Coriiany and was uzed e "narrowcasting,” or the transge-
zigeion of "intercfiica® inforzation betusen the cozrany
headquarters in surtorn te cther plants end ¢fficos arcund
the city, It waz not ccnelderad a kRinderance to tie Wl
or~eratiocn, ~rcbt ®ly toCnug2 no entartsinoent was rrocentad
and trcause trhe F-rd Mcotor Com-any ¢1d¢ not sell rews;)apnars,

as ths Fras irace ¢id.
At the (Cfflca of the adio Ingnucter in the fadaral

Puildling, letroit, v (hlef .nyinver Loward o, Camphell

1275 atroit iree irsess' uadio {rneng,* Yatroit Free
ireee, Yay &, 1522, n. 1.

128'&&J--An L¥plunstion,* Tie otrolt lews, May b,
1622, p. 32, .
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azreed with representatives from the Pord Motor Cowpany
and the Fres Press, that the following schedule would be

maintained for the three month period, April 3, 1922 ¢o

Pree Press = Foya Pord

8:00-9:30 a.m. 9:30-10:30 a.m, 10:30-11:45 a.m.

2;00-3:00 p.m. 12:05-12:45 p.m. 12:30~ 2:00 p.m,

4:13-3:00 p.a, 3:00- 4:193 p.m. 10:00-11:00 p.m.
(tentative)

Evering bours to be divided as follows:

Week of May 1: News 7:00-8:30 p.w. (Provided Pree
Press is ready to operate)
Free Press 8:30-10:00 p.m.

Heek of May 7: Free Press 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Newas 8:30-10:00 p.m.

These weeks to be slternated for the evening hours.

Sundays:
Sunday, Fay 7: Free Press 9:30 a.».~2:00 p.m».
Revws 2:00 p.a.~4:00 p.m.
Free Press 4:00 p.m,~6:00 p.m,
News :00 p.m,~10:00 p.m.

Sunday schedule of hours to be alternated sach week.

Ford later withdrew from the division of time schedule,
leaving only the Free Press and The NMews to partition the
brosdcast day.

The News operation was obviously shaken by the Frees

Press futrusion as reflected in {ts editorial psges.

lzyDcpartmcnt of Coumerce, Bureau of Navigstion,
Radio Service, Licernse For land Radio Station No. 239,
Class Limited Commexocial, April 6, 1922, typewritten insert.
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This was the situation when the Detroit Free
Press decided to break in on The Detroit News and
demanded of the Goverramert that it, too, be gl-
lotted hours...

Beginning tonight The Detroit Mews will go on
its new schedule of hours aud it bas every hoye,
with its superior equipment and long experience in
the business, of coutinuirg the service it has
built up for its readers...

The Mews siuply presents the facts in the pres-
ent situation...(so that its readers) may understand
that the coming interference with their happy hour
with tf!&’ radio sets is in no way any fault of this
paper.,

The founding of the Free Press station was part of a
national growth in the nusber of broadcasting outlets in early
1922, On March 10, 1922, there were 67 licensed radio broad-
esating stations in the United States. And on April 26, just
47 days later, 210 staticus were on the sir. An average of
three and one-ninth stations were put on the air every day,

inoluding Sundays, during the 47-dsy period.l3!
Much of the interest in establisbing broadcasting sta-

tions was kindled by the “booa™ {n the sale of receiving sets

and the couponent parts used for the construction of sets. And
for each rise in the number of receivers, there appeared to be
an equally large demsud for an irorease in the number of transe

mitting ctations,

130piJeeAn Explanation,” The Detroig News, May &,
1922. Pe 12,

131117 G. Hayden, "Broadcasting Stations Juap to 210
in Moath," The Detroit Kevs, April 26, 1922, p. 1.
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By November 1, 1922, the national situation hed be-
oone almost impossible with 5564 stations licensed to opexats.
A survey made in Pebruary, 1923, showed that about half the
stations licensed to that time were associated with radio or
electrical concerns. Next in importance came educational
and religious institutions, vewspapers and publications and
department stores. The greatest mortality rate vas among
stations operated by radio and eleotriocal conc.tnu.lzz

The existing radio laws, wvhich had been specifically
deaigned to regulate the use of wirsless telegrephy by the
maritime industry and a few wireless experimenters, did not
adsquately provide for ths new spplication of radio to progras
broadcastinrg, and corfusion in the licensing of stations and
sssignment of wzve lengths was the result.

With the growth of xadio in 1522, there were in force
rules estadblished by the Londou International Radio Tele~-
graph Cocvention snd two federal laws, all enacted 10 years
before in 1912, The laws ard agreemerts were aimed primarily
8t regulating the mexritine use of the wireless, particularly
at promoting safety at sea.

The sdministration of radio licensiug was under the

Departasnt of Comusrce, and the Secretary of Commerce had been

132znczclogacdia Britaruica, vol 1V, p. 207.
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given certain power to make regulations. 'ut the extant of
his power was not olear, nor was his nuthority.133

In order to cbtain information concerning the rroblews
ia radio which needed government attenticn, ths “eoretary of
Comzerce, Herbert Hoover, callad a esrles of general conferences,
The first was held February 27 und 28, 1522, and about 50 sta-
tions attended the seating. Very little was accomplished and
the confused situntion which plugu=d retroit brosdcasting becaxe
coxxonplace acrces Acsrica,

By the tixe that ths sacond National liadl:s Conference
was called March 20 through March 24, 1923, the number of sta=-
tions had dropped slightly to about 550, but most wers orowded
together into narrow wave banlds, and ccnditions of interference
had becore al-ost intolerable, The conference divided itgelf
into cormitteecs which brought forth recormc:ndaticns dealing
with increasing tre freguincy bund &llocated to dbroadocasting
to include all the range frox 550 to 1350 kilocycles, the
classification ¢f stations according to the quality of service
rendersd, and the estutlishmant of a g-oxrarhicul zoning basis

for frequency aealgnzsnta.lau

The Lsvartment of Cocurmerce put into force regulations
which broadly czrried cut the recomrendations ¢f the confer-
snce, and broadcasters noted a slight imrrovement, Mearly 12

years would pass, however, before th2 government fully cawe

131144., p. 213
1347014., p. 213
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to grips with thoe broadcasting situation, although minor

cheng2s were made along the way,



IX _JHAT WOHDERPUL YEAR, PART 2

The opening of the Free Press station in 1922 was
enly one of the éroblenn The News had to grapple with in
order to maintain f{ts sexvics.

Staging what was tantasount to & revolt, the theater
owners in Detroit issued sn ediot that any performer in any
of the locsl stage shows who dared perticipate in a radie
progras at WWJ would sutomatically be barred from the theater.

I tried to srgue with them that instead

of bhurting the show business, xradio would help

it. They also said The News was orasy for pro-

moting At because it would cost us eirculation,

We argued that, instead, it would help cirxcu-

lation...

Radio brosdcasting was barred from the ball
parks because Lt would hurt sttendance. I won

over Frank J. Kavin, owner of the Detroit ball

club, to the idea that it would popularise

baseball and bring in larger orowds.l33

There were, of course, notable exceptions to the erder
from the theater owners, but it soon becsame abundantly clear
that WWJ must tap other sources of talent.

In keeping with this conclusion, The Detroit Nevws

Orchestra was organized on May 23, 1922, with 16 pieces.

133p1ingay, p. 228.
9.



It s believed that this was the first orchestrs forwed solely
for the purpose of br:fmdcsntin;."’6 It was later decided that
the orchestrs would also make personal appearsnces. After its
first "in person” performsnce June 12, 1922, it was hailed for
offering itself without expense to churches and civie organi-
sations. Under conductor Otto E. Krueger and ooncertmeister
Maurice Warner, the enseamble, sll of whose members bad schieved
distinection with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, entertained
nightly on WWJ snd became an established audience favorite.

Tvo days after the formation of The Detroit News Ox-
chestrs, WdJ took the bleme as well as the oredit for begimning
physical training programs by radie.

With the biring of Bill Molliday and the development
of other station "personalities,” it was decided that the
radiophone depsrtment would no longer operate as an sppendage
of the city room. By mid~1922, the radio department had grown
suffiociently in sizne and stature to be divided fnto four seo-
tions patterned semesvhat after the organizational astrusture of

8 nevspaper dupartmt.x”

Administrative

Department Editor and Supervisor
Charles D. Kelly

1“"WJ Histor "
y Told Ia Brief Detroit News,
June 16, 1941, p. 16. »" Ihe

137ad10 gtaff, p. 10,
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Editorial
Reporter Elton Plant
Reporter G. Marshall Witchell

Progran
Program Manager and Announoer
Williem P, MHolliday

Asst. Prograa Msnager and Announcer
E. L. "Ty" Tysoun

Techrical

Chief Radio Engineer
Howard E. Campbell

Engineer-0perators
Edwin G. Boyes
Walter R. Hoffman
Keith Bernard

Others
secretary Genevieve Champagne

Stenographers=-As required
Following the expansion of the staff, larger quarters
were needed. Thus, the station was moved fxom its temporary
studios located in a second floor Couference Room to the fourth
floor of The News building. Slightly more than 3,000 square
feet of space was divided into editorial and executive offices,

instrunent and operating toon.138 laboratory, phonicoriu-139

and produsing studloc.léo

138Hns:o: control roowm.

139, uditoriu or a larger than usual studio.
1405410 taff, p. 10.
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To uncover revw talent for the growing needs of the
station, an elaborate systea of auditions was established in
June, 1922, Those wishing to sppesr on WJJ were first {nter-
viewed by Bill Holliday or Ty Tyson in the "booking office,"”
vhich wvas part of the executive suite of offices. Usuaslly,
unknown performers were given an audition in the studio under
simulated brosdcasting conditions. 1f successful, the per-~
formexs were asked to report to the phonitorium, & spacious
room betwsen the operating room and the studios, on the evening
of their scheduled appearsnce to wait their turn, along with
others on the program. A large blackboard indicated the name
of each performer and his place ou the evening's "bill.”

Acting also as stage nanggers, Holliday and Tysom
called the performwers, in turn, to the adjoining main studio.
This was a room 26 feet by 28 feet, made echo-proof by the
spplication of a felt padding, two inches thick, on the walls
and ceiling. Priar's oloth drapes hung over the doorways and
windows., Also in the studio were two grand pisnos, an upright
piano, four or five phonographs of various makes, musie stands,
cabinets and a reading desk,

In order to cue the entertainers, s box~like, electri-
cally operated, device was used. Connected to the engineer's
desk, it allowed the operator on duty to signal the performsr
with such legends as: "farther from the phone,” "louder,"”
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"softer” and "stop."

A smaller studio, furnisled with 8 reading tadble, a
chair and a sigral box, and likewise sound deadened, was re-
sexrved for speech making and news broadcssts,

The microphone for the performers and announcers
resexbled 8 mantel clock with the working parts concealed
beneath & cloth screen, about six inches in dilmctcr.l~1

After suditioning before the W!J staff, a young
baritone from Owosso, Miochigan, made his first radio sp-
peaxance on the station June 9, 1922.162 Although the
engineex on duty reported his performance as "lousy” it
never became a campaign issus when Thomas E. Dewey later
zan unsuccessfully for President of The United Stu:c:.l‘s

Forwer President Herbert Hoover also made his radie
debut on WWJ in 1922 when he came to Detroit to deliver an
address in behslf of the Red Cross at St. Paul's Cathedral.
Since Hoover was then the Sscretary of Commerce and headed
the government agency which licensed stations, WiJ was es-
pecially esger to broadcast his address. Unfortunately,

however, Hoover walked down the aisle of the church and stepped

1817p14., p. 12.
1425 ome sources give the date as July 3, 1922.

14353 Ristory One of Firsts! The Detroit News,
Janvary 11, 1949, p. 17.
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to the pulpit, rather than the chancel where WiiJ had located
its miocrophones.
1t was impossible te hear the broadcast since Ed Boyes,
the engineer on duty at the Csthedral, could not interrupt the
Seoretary's speech to ask him to wove to the chancel., Meanwhile
st the studios bedlam prevailed until Corley W. Kirby dssper~
ately dictsted a memo to the Cathedral's secretary over the
telephone. The secrestary typed the note and Boyes hurxied
through the crowded church and slipped the note to Hoover.
When the benediction bhad ended, Hoover was ushered into an
snteroom where he delivered his complete talk sgain-=this
time for the waiting radio audionoo.l“
Wendell ERall, “the Red-headed Music Maker' and author
of the song, "It Ain't Gonna Rain Mo Mo'," took 8 bride on
June 18, 1922, and the ceremonies were brosdcast by WWJ from
St. Paul's Cathedrasl. This is believed to be the first wed-
ding ceremony aired by a radio station.}d3 0ddly emough,
WCN, Chicago, #lso claims to have broadcast Wendell Hsll's
merriage, February 6, 19241646

144 goover's First Radio Talk Was Made HRere, Over
WWJ," Ihe Detxoit News, February 3, 1933, p. 14,

“slhlly and Boyes, p. 84.

186:11922-Year Radio's Populstion Soared,” Brosdcsstirg
m‘.';ﬁ.. May 1‘. 1’62. - ) 110,
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O October 4, 1922, the first game of the World Series

was broadcast by Wd4J and thousands gathered in Grand Circus
Park to hear the results on WiJ's Super-legasphone, @& huge
wooden contrajtiou that mazuified the sound,
The first detsiled reyort of a football pame was
carried by iiJ on: October 21, 1922, Two eontests, the Kichi-
gau-Ohio State and the University of Detroit-Boston College, were
heard while scores of other ganes were given at the quattots.l‘T
As the year 1322 drew to a close, WJJ and radio broad-
casting could look back ou a period of monumental growth, From
a squesiy babe in arus, its tubes nurtured and coddled s0 as
not to blow out during an imgortant prozram segment, \WWJ bad
taken on & certain sophistication, With its wore powerful
300-watt volce, it could be heard with clarity and distinctiom,

WiJ had come of aje.

1‘7K0111 end Boyes, p. 86.



While the French psychotherapist Eaile Coue's auto-
suggestion oraze, "Every day, and in every way, I am becon~
ing better and better,” and the dance madness, "The Charles~
ton,” were sweeping the country, WWJ introduced ths silent
soreen's greatest lover, Rudolph Valentino, who used his
premiere radio sppesrance on Fedbruary 9, 1923, for a verbal
slappirg of the movie industry., “Seventy-five and more per-
cent of the pictures shown today sre 8 brazen insult to the
public's intelligence,” he said of the industry whioch had
given him world-wide fame 148

In Hay, 19231, WWJ further improved the quality of
its trausmission with the purchase and installation of a
Western Electric 1-B 500-watt transaitter. Although the
B4 equipment did not represent an incresse in power, it
did serve to improve the clarity of the ciapal.lﬁg

To extend the broadcast range of the St. Paul's

Cathedral programs, the WWJ engineers consiructed & "Little

148ya1entine’s 1st Broadcast," The Detroit News,
day 21, 1961, Seo. G, p. 3.

19v0ung, Michigan History Magszine, p. 426.
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Church on Wheels," which was nothing more than & wagon with
a8 gigantie receiver mounted on it. With the new equipment,
which went into operation in June, 1923, it beosas possible
to veceive the broadcasts from St. Paul's in any part of the
state. The rolling church was also fitted comspletely for
sexvices, including communion and baptismsl rites.

Also in mid-June, 1923, the axctio explorer Dr., Douald
MacMillisn left on an extended journey which would take him
within a few degrees of the North Pole. WWJ and a handful
of other stations acsross the country were selected to re-
broadcsst Dr. MsoMillian's reports from the frozen wastelands,

A third event of importance in June, 1923, was the first
broadcasts of the Belle Island Band Concerts. Herman §chmeman
and his concert band provided the musio which was piped to four
other oity parks in addition to being brosdoast by WWJ. Al-
though it is doubtful that the concerts have been oarried
since 1923 without interruption, they vere a regular weekly
festure on the WWJ summer schedule as late as 1962,

Recognition of WWJ's constant insistence ou nesrly
perfect technical operation came at the close of 1923 when
the Buresu of Standards, in December, selected the station
8s one of six brosdossting properties to serve as '"Frequency

Standaxrds.”

The six brosdoasting stations listed
below have attained the gosl of varying mot
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uore than 2 kiloocycles from the assigned fre-~

quency as recomuended by the second National

Radio Conference. WWJ, Detroit, read 19 unb,

showved 8 frequency variation of .l peroent.

By 1924, WWJ was c¢oping with fierce local ocompetition.
WJR, which was founded in Pontisc, Michigan, inm 1922, by
Jewatt Radio & Phonograph Company, had formulated en at-
traotive prograa schedule. A share sgreement had been signed
with the Detroit Free Press and both stations, WCX and WIR,
were heard on the same wave length until 1929 when WCX was
sbsorbed and the call letters dropped. WWJ also shaxed the
vave length until 1925, when it was moved to 850 KC.

WXYZ had begun operations &8 WPHG under ownership of
George Harrison Phelps in 1923. In addition to controlling
the station, Phelps also headed 8 successful Detroit adver-
tising agency.

Located in the suburb of Royal Osk, just north of
Detroit, WEXL began broadossting in 1924 under the call
letters WACHM and the ownership of A, G, Miller and his som,
Robext. Although its signal penetrated the Detroit market,
ft has continued to identify ftself with Royel Osk through~

out its long cpcuuon.ln

130yniced States Department of Coumerce, Radio fervice
Bulletin 13-14 U. §. Bureau of havigation (Wasbingten D. C.,
Dec. 1, 19”)0

lvyiecory,” Broadcasting Magaxing, August 1, 1949, p. 7.



101.

WJLB, now & foreign language statiou, was founded
as WMBC 4in 1924 with studios located in the Addisom Hotel
in Detroit.
In Pebruary, 1924, the public was invited to attend
a series of leoturers on the teshnical aspects of radio
brosdessting conducted by WMJ's Chief Engineer. The respouse
to the classes was overvhelaing as more than 1,500 students
ocrowded into the station for each sessiou. To add to the
publie knowledge of radio, The News introduced, on Pedb-
ruary 3, & complete section in the newspaper devoted exclusively
to broadoasting information. Countless set diagrams and arci-
cles ooncerning voice transmission and reception were published.
Whereas WWJ had reported the results of the Gold Cup
by code from the judges' stand two ysars before, the station
went direactly to the races in Auguet, 1%24. At the micro-
phoune overlooking the course, Ty Tyson gave a graphis desorip-
tion of the action involved in the regatta on the Detroit River,
The Tyson broadcast was ali:o fed to KFIU, ''the station on board
Ceorge Harrison Phelps' yacht,” and to receiving sets and loud-
speakers placed at several locations along the watexfront. During
the races, WCX-WJR gracefully sgreed to remain silent to that WWJ

oould use their shared fregquency without 1nt.:tup:£on.lsz

1324pggatta By Radie,” The Detroit News, August 24,
l’u‘ PO 1‘0
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The exercise programs, also first heard two years
before, were expanded into a regular daily feature in 1924.

Beginning Monday, st 8:00 e.n., and contine
uing daily at the same hour, Roy J. Horton, direc~
tor of physical education of the Detroit YMCA, will
give lessous in the "Daily Dozen’ or settingeup
exexcises to the radio audiense. These lessons
will be sbout 13 sinutes diration, 153

At the thixd zadlo conference, October 6§, 1924, Secre~
tary of Coumerce Hoover gave an indication of the scope of the
induatry in his opening speech.

Radio bhas passed from the field of an
adventure to that of a public utility. We
have, in faot, established an entirely new
comaunications system, natiousl in seope.
At the eud of four yesrs, 530 statious are
in operation, making radio aval lable to
every home in the country. The sales of
zadio apparatus have increased from & million
dollars & year to a million dollars & day.
It is estimated that over 200,030 men are
now exployed in the industry and the radio
audicnotsgrobably exoceeds 20 millions of
yeople.

Ty Tyson sgain made sports headlines on Saturday, October
25, 1924, vwith & play-by-play description of the Michigane
Wisconsin football game from Ferxry Field, Ann Arbor, With
sdvanced ticket sales guarsnteeing & sold-out stadium, Flelding
H. Yost gave permission to WdJ to broadcast this single U of M

game. Michigan beat Wisconsin 13 to 6 and before the next

153'\iJ to Present Daily Domen," The Detroit Mews,
Yebruary 24, 1924, p. 8.

15‘gnczc;ogcsd;3 Rritannica, Vol 1V, p. 213,
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U cf ¥ gars g0 many reguasts had bsan received for tickets,
dues to fan interent eroured by the first Tyson broadcast,
that rerniceion was gliven to brosdoust play-by=pliy rarorts
of 211 hore gﬂmes.lss

The Mlcilpan guxzea huva bean heard continuously every
fall on WWJ since 1524, Althouyh the station bas often clalced
that this was tie first pluy-by-play radio report of a football
gare, 1t was not. The rincaton=Chicu;o gowe, brecadocast Coto-
bar 28, 1922, tihe Univaersity ¢f Chicajo=University of Kentucky
gara, airad by wWMAL, Chicago, and sevaral cther footbu:ll breud-
casts, pre-date Tyson's recort of th2 University of Fichigun
gare in 1524,

{n Noverbter 4, 1024, tha Ietroit News and The Azsrican
Foundatlion began a fund drive with tie slogan, "Let Lvery
flghtad }lerson elp the ipttiess via Ladlo,” The cumralgn
wau desiimsd to rlaca a rudio in the lLome of every tlind
percon in letrolt and bafors tha drive had 2nded more thun

102 radios had b2en collzctad, ranzired and deliversd by
".‘,-"..J [ 15 6

155'Cuertions and /Answers,® Tha Detrolt YNews, July 6,
1945, pe 26,

156ge1ly &na Poyaes, p. E9.
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By 1925, when the fourth radio conference was held,
the pressure to license more and more stations was becoming
slmost unbearable. The main topic of discussion at this
meeting centered around sn effective means of keeping addi-
tional stastions off the air. 1In spite of the recoumendations
of the conference sgainst the granting of new licenses, the
Departmenit of Commerce was almost powerless, under the
existing broadcasting liwo enacted in 1912, to stop tb§
wave of new stations which was sweeping the country. The
final upheaval came when a Chicego stastion, without authority,
began to broadecast on one of the channels allocated to Canada.
Moving swiftly, the Department of Commerce brought suit againt
the station in court and lost!

It was now abundantly clesr that legislative sctiomn
would be required to put teeth into the antique radio laws.

On Kew Year's day, 1925, WWJ broadcast s play-by-play
desoriptiocn of the Stanford-Notre Dame footbsll game in
Pasadens, California.

By oombining broadcasting service with
continuous wire service direct fxom the play-

ing field, the station was able to bring to
Detroit homes first hand the game that The

104.
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Detroit Kews described g, being "remarkable"
and “full of thrills.”l

WHB in Kansas City informed The News on January 4,
1925, that it had entertained radio fans in Mssouri by re-
broadcasting W/J's programs on New Year's Eve. This {s be-
1ieved to be the firat tice thst WWJ shows were heard on
another station,

Broadcasting on a new wave lergth of 352.7 meters or
850 ke in January, WiJ adled an hour progrsm at coon feature
irg Jules Klein's orchestra froam the dining roos of the Hotel
Statler and Jesn Coldkette's Victor Recording Orchestra was
heard for an hour in the evening originating from the Cray-
stone Ballrooa.

Although officislly licensed and in operation since
Auguat 18, 1921, VKAR, the Michigan State University statiom,
received 8 substantisl boost in powver in January, 1925, when
The Detroit News donatsd a valusble 500-watt transmitter to
the collage station, The News Orchestra was sent to East

lansing for the inaugural broadcast with the new equipment.

38

la February, 1925,x WWJ joined 11 other radio

stations across the country for the first national brosdcast

157toun;, Michigan History lMagszine, Vol. XL1V,
Decemberxr, 1960, p. 423.

15850 souzcaes §ive the date as Februsry 8, others
as Februsry 13, 1925,
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esarried by WWJ, The chain of stations hed been formed omn
June 7, 1923, but WiJ waited nearly two years before signing
the agreement to rebrosdcast "network” programs. It 4s
difficult to wnderstand why the station waited to join the

"chain" sinee Warren 8. Booth, as noted earlier, had in-

quired about the proposed plan on February 13, 1922.15’

The chain originated as a result of
the plan of the American Telephoue & Telegraph
Compeny (AT&T) to experiment in long-line
broedcasting transxission...

Using the telephone lines of AT&T's
engineering division, the Bell Laboratories,
WEAF broadcast programs that were carried by
8 series of aftttgstcd stations in the Kast
and Middle West.

Violinist Renie Chemet is generslly regaxded as the
fixst soloist on the first network progrsm carxied by WWJ.

In a letter to The Detroit News, Secretary of Com~
merce Herbert Hoover said of the ATSAT network:

I congratulate The Detroit News upon its

entry into the field of nation-wide dbroadcast~

ing. Simultaneous broadcasting of high class

programs is an important step toward perfecte

ing of service to the listening publie thch

sust be the finsl aim of every station. 6

As s meuber of the nevwly formed national loop, WWJ

13954e Booth letter to Giffoxd, p. 70.

180voung, Michigan Eistory Msgesine, Vol. XLIV,
December, 1960, p. 423.

1“!:111 and Boyes, p. 92.
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broadcsst the presidential inauguration oceremonies for
Calvin Coolidge on March &, 1925, along with 20 other
stations from Boston to San Prancisoco.

The free testing of receiving sets by the WiJ
engineers was discontinued on Maxch 1, 1923. The amnounce-~
sent in The News explained:

The News radio engineering staff will

thus be enabled to devote their entire tinme

and energy to the further developmwent of sta-

tion WWJ and the expansion of the broadcasting

sexvice given the radio public through linking

The News station with WEAF,

Readers of the paper were advised that dealers in the
city were now sble te furnish this service to their customers.
Advice through the mail and in the "Questions and Answerxs"
colusm of the Sunday Kadio Section would be continued, The
News article pointed out.“z

Since WWJ was now & network affiliste, it became
necessary for the station to establish its firet rate strus-
ture. WEAF in New York, the flagship station, was eharging
its local clients $300 per hour for broadcast time.

In the sumer of 1923 the schedule

of rates for soms of the stations in the
WEAP Network was as follows:

Station Per Hour Rate
WEAP $300.

162443 to Discentinue Free Set Testings,” The
Detroit Nows, Maxreh 1, 1923, p. 1.
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“tation Tor Hour Eets
T ¢ %250,
wa0 200,
*ewd 200,
b‘Cut 150

For the racllitiea of all stations
in a natwork comrercial brosdcact the charge
was £2,600, an hmur, instead ¢f {2,900, Af
each weres used indiviiually.

Althou;h the nstwork coffered some wro rixs on & acale
never befora enjoysd by the local listzners, tie wajor burden
for filling tie broadcast day still rested with WWJ. A long
procession of local talent und visiting celasbrities filloed
thes avalilable tize, Vigiting the studlios in April &nd Yay,
1525, waere such diverss attractions as poot Ldwin Markham,

a ¥Wisconsin University troupe ¢f 10 professionsl performers
and £0 studsants, Judge Florence Allan of the Chio furrece
court end Mrs, Ford Imith of the letroit redsration of

womsn's Clubs, Cthors included wendell Hall, "The Hed-lizadod
¥usle Maker,® Juwes A, irain, uticnal Commandar of the Ameri-
can legion, and three world trude experts, Ir. Jullus Klein,
fercy I, Cwne and ", H, Orosn, If the prograxs were not
creativaly exciting, st least they ware varizd, snd an eagsr

audience sbnorved thenm.

Cn Juna 28, 1925, WWJ'es power was increzsed to 1,000

163619&son L. Arctier, Hictory of ladio to 1926 (Wew
York: Aworicun Historical Society, Ince, 1538), Pe 360
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watts with the purchase of 8 Western Electric 6-~B trans~
mitter; and letters of appreciation from grateful listeners
flooded the station. 7To celebrate the inorease in power,
WJJ staged 8 special program on July 1, which featured The
Detroit News Orchestra under the baton of Otto Krusger with
Templeton Moore s&s the tenor soloist.

Probably one of the first ratings to determine the
popularity of one station over another eccurred in 1923,
Before beginning the Atwater Kent artist course, Mr. Kent
asked for and received, from AT&T, figures on the potential
radio sudience the programs could expect to attract., Data
supplied by ATST ranked the stations, based on the number
of receivirg sets within one bundred miles of the transmit~

ter, in the following order:

, I L4 164
WEAP (few York) 2,000,000
WEEL (Boston) 1,000,000
wo0 (’hiladelphia) 900,000
WCAER (Pittsburgh) 750,000
Wy (Detroit) 700,000

Apparently Mr, Kent was impressed by the sudience

figures for he arranged thirty Sundsy night recitsls which
were carried on an ll-station network at a eost of $120,000.,

vwhich was paid by the Atwater Kent cﬂlpany.“5

16443 Among Firet,” The Detroit News, October 24,1925 p.1.

usunninx, p. 261.
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The Atwater Kent Program could not

fail to set a standard of quality that

would ocoumand universal acclaim for the

sponsor. That it bescane an instant suo~

cess is now & matter of historical reocorxd.

Thus Sunday evening concerts were given

at 9:15 through WILAF... (and) WJ. Reinsld

Werrenrath, radams Louise Homer, and Toscha

Seidel were anong the first artists listed

on the progu-.1 6

The year 1926 was marked with progrsm innovations
that ranged from & series of five-minute talks by Edith L.
Hildexbrant cslled "Tips on Spelling,” to the broadecast of
the Department of Paxrks and Recrestion checker tournamente=~
aove by move!

On August 13, 1926, WWJ was placed on the "Honor Roll"
of radio etations by the Department of Commerce for maintain-
ing 8 constant frequency with high accuracy.

Veteran sportscaster and amnouncer Ty Tyson was named
mansger of the station in 1926, & position he held until 1929,
when the pressure of his many other activities and a radiocal
change in The News managexzent forced him to relinquish the
title. '

Also in 1926, ATAT ecld its flagahip station, WEAF,
to the Redio Corporstion of Aczerica, and the network of sta-

tions formed by ATLT in 1923 became the core of the Rational

lé@Atohor. p. 368,
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Broadcasting Coajany's chain., Ou Novewber 15, 1928, W]
sigred, as 8an original sffiliate of N3C, an agreement which
is still 4in force today. The first line-up of stations was
latexr given the designation, The Red Network, when KEC es-
tablished a second chain, The Blue Network.

With the past sizned with KBS for national programs,
WWJ again decided to improve its signal by ereoting two stesl
towers, one atop The News building and another on The Hews
garage across the street. An antenna wire, 140 feet long,
vas stretched from the top of oune tower to the top of the
other, 263 feet sbove the ground. ~Preliminary tests on Novea~-
ber 6, 1926, and full operation in December showed that the
new towers substantially improved the station's signal rangs.

By now, six stations were sharing the audience in the
Detroit market. The sixth station had been added by Ernest
F. GCoodwin on October 7, 1925, with the call letters WJBK and
studios located in Ypsilanti, Michigan, WIBK joined 8 group
which included WJR, WXYZ, WEXL, WJLB and W{J, Sixteen ysars
passed before another AM grant was made in the aroals,

167 Ristory,” Broadessting Magazine, August 1,
1969. P 76.
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divisicon, trhe late iran< Jo Y¥avian, rraside~t of the letrolt
Mas® all [klo] Corrany, honed that the radio broosdcasts might
stirulaete sore ndditional interast in tra Tigers,

Ty wont on thae &lr, No une knew what the
rasults would be, And Ty adzite 18 wusn't at
all sure of tie llgtenlni reaction to hkis ctyle
cf verbial bage bull resorting, Tut ti.e brosdcast
razistared from tie first, welil en.u.t, and ine
creacingly well enocurlh, g0 tha staticn carried 1t
for elpynt seacsons bafore a eioascr cavgd tlon,.
Carriad 1t until Ty wias ng 1stagral a purt ¢ .
Lase ball in Letroit as 1g the staclum itself,172

In the rast few years, tio gtation haas clalimed that
this d=sccrintion by Tyson was tha rirast radlo nlay-by-play
resort of a basebzall yars, Unfortunataly, several othur stae
tions hwva rriority over “WJ in this regsard, includin,; KI'M¥A in
rittsturg.

Trereaft:r, howevir, Tyncon bacase a Letrolt baesbull
traiition, btroadcarting all Dotroit howe cames in 1927 and
with diffarin,g arrangezants for rany years after,i7) And
althourh he racelivzd ctner annouacing assignrants, nons could
zatch hils ponularity as a soorts bLroadceaet r,

“tatiztlios ore vital, but they souzshcw

fall us, b~cuuss trey na;lact tu re-raduce

tre booming frisadly voice, with ite pagsion

for accurucy, 1ts gquick recu:rnition of ccler;

ths v-ice that brou.nt thrn3 wnole wide exclte

in; fleld o f ccmretitive aort into the nume

and mads tne breadoactair's nams fzyaon] a
houga.clid werd aal daarly 1ovad.17

1724, ¢, 1. Jackson, "Listening In on Detrolt,® The
Tetrolt News, D. 55.

1731a 1530, 1231 and 1932, tre 'unday guzea were bunnod
on redio and in 1543 Jaturdcay, lunday md Hollday pucss waera not
carried,

17“Gecrga Wo “tark, "Tyrone Tradition Fades rrox tie
Adr," The Tetrcit Naws, Februaury 26, 1753, v. L2,
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4 maasure of Tyson's auclience porularity carne ia 1934,
In thut ye.r, ti? Tl ars won the rennant and wors tian €20,000
ligteners retitioned the Yatloawl Froadeagting Compuny o have
Tyson sannounce tie LWorld Yarl.a, Jud e denesaw Lendls, them
Hagrball (onmmiselonaer, refused tig pl:as of tne fang, explialnling
that since tia Tisars wers particlipants in trhe rluysifs 1t would
ba uafalr to have a local rersonulity do thea trouadcasts., #or
the next two yenrs, 1635 und 1736, Lowavaer, Tygson did tis playe-
by-play of the Terlag on IUC and was heard coast to coagt 175

Tyson, surely cne cof “WwW's grentact volcas, was
gilenced only cace in hia long and diztinguisnad cuaresr,
In late 1726, te ralded the fuaclly refri eratir and dis=
cevar:d a kard, higrestudded biscuit. Croning hig mouth
wide, ka3 placed tias blscult in it, and then roalizsed trat
ke was unsbla to cloee risg wouthes A visit to tra dentlst
tna noxt day repalirad tis darsgy but his mouth continuad to
bother kim until a Soctour wirad 1t stut for 10 days to give
an injur2d wecbroans aa o-~ortunity to heal.176

Ia Arrll, 1727, tha newly forced kadio Coxrission
bepen Yeculing tewoorary llcensss to all brosdcasters and, in
tis ansicoqnzat of wave lon;ths, adortad tre plan ¢f serarating
ell troadeartin, stations ty a frecumey cf 10,000 cycles sad
placing =11 gtuations on frejuimcies that were multinles of 10

kilocycl=e, 1t was hopad tnat the new ascinments would eane

175144,

176'Tough Tiscult Toush on W', Y Tia Teteralt Nowe,
January 3, 1227, . J.
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the chaotic natlion:l eitustion with stutions ;1131 one on
ton of unoth r in un alroct frantic stru pl: to be reaurd
by ths grocing radlo wudlomecs, [Dut the creblems wilch the
new &esisneants crected for viJd weres cutlined in a rerort
gubritt=d br ths at:otion's Chisf “nginser Waltar Hofluun.

Nine gtations wars arsi.m2d to the wavee-
leth of 352,7 watars, (£52 kes), =nd while
tho naticonul situaticon way havi boeen tecroved
by tiis nlac2x nt of gtutl one, a great desl cf
Lare hus b en dune to us, Lur puqt perferaance
of £-l=2a 44 re¢yrens, raltable sarvice, rriority,
B2z to nav) btsen entirely overlocktd...”o ullow
the ( 1tteburg), Newa:k sand Claarwator {(ila.)
etetions to onaratd o tols wav: 19 an qju*tice.lV?

Fordnp to ohanss the situntion, “urren &, Icoti, then
Traasursr cf the Lvaning ows Asascelation, sent a letter to
Tre *owxg! washin;ton corrispondent, Juy G. tuyden, osxing bhim
to bring tne wave acsi.nment insqulty to the attention cf tie
Eadlo Concicsicn,

To put 1t briafly, we ars not az wall

off nuow ns wa wersg befora tia chuance, (It

13 61 nificant) that “tutlon »wJd 38 the 'ed

Hatwork sutlat fer Telado end vicinity, it

Laing the st:ution on ti8 notwori naars:st to

that cormunity.e (Tim) Int:rfarias statlons
are liot:d,17

Tha Tudlo Cozolselion rescueondad favorably to wwd's pu:e

cestion and on Juns 15, 1627, isgued an crder for th2 station
to broadcast on 920 kilecveli:g, This wng a wost cutisfuctory

177xa1ter 'effran, (e crt, of “rin of aulu -n; inssar
to Teluade to ietumine txtent ¢f Intarference witi Iroudcasts=
ins Torvice of Jtation oW, Lay b, 1527, pe 1.

17€Iettor to Jay G, ‘synea, Tetrcit Yiews lasiington
“urssu, from -arren &, RPucth, Muy £, 1227, wiJd Fil=aas,
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frequency eince tra interferosnce complaints stopped and wwd
recavtured wuch ¢f its lost audlence,

It was almost expected that wiJ would kave pocd fortune
in convincing the Eadlc Ccxzieslion thzt it should te glven
srecial treato~snt in the assignezent of wave lengths,

Esar Adwirsl willluw He G, Dullard, the Cemmission chualrman,

was from tre Mighipan district and well aware cf tia station's
picnearing effcrta., Howsver, from Wwwi's viewroint, Corciscioner
Honry A. Eallows suddenly lcom2d s tis powerful mecbsr of tie
Cemuirsion,

ey €.

On fuguet 25, 1727, Covriepsioner ¥

31lows eant a letter
to the station suz:zesting trut W.dJ exch:ni® wave lengthe with
w.C 4n Lavanport, Icwa, The propcead shift would return WwJ
to 50 ke, & frequsncy the statlon had Just left in Juns and
which had caused trexr untold riseries,

In crder to elizinate interference
rovortad frox ti.e operation of wiY, !chee
nactady, on 770 kilocycles und WwWJ, Latrolt,
on B0O kilocycles, and also to eliminute the
garious interfersnce batwnen Wi, Cillougo,
on €70 kilocycles, and wlC, Tavanport, on
R50 kilocycles, it 1s sugiested thut wWid and
WGC exchiun’e frequenciese..

The nroroned ghift geers advuntagecus
all around, I shail bes grateful if you will
let we know wiut you think of 1¢,379

Yany of thno staff mwozbers believed thut Commisgsioner
Yellows was raking the chunge in frequsncies sisrsly to insure

thié confirratiocn of Lis appolatment to the Comizissione.

17913tt9r to Iadio Ztation WWJ from H. A, Bellows,
Coxadssionor, federal wadlo Comrission, August 29, 1927,
Wwd klles,
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¥r. “dwar<as [local radic inspector for
the Cormzirelon ] doae nct went to be guotad in
any way, but tie eoncluzion raachad durlng
the courge ¢f cur convercation was trat +i.C
18 nct only chafing biacause cf the interfer-
#nge cccurring batwsen trnar ¢nd wIJ, but «lsd
bscause of tre nacessity of Aividing evaning
hours with «-<<, aad exchun, ing freguancy channsls
witr us migit free t:ex of thla requireceont slso,
It avreurs thut *r. ’sllows, who 1s ons of
the uncenfireed aecbsrs of the Faderal [Lu0l0
Cerrission, 18 trylay to imorove w gituatlon
confronting twe of the west imoortant gtations
in tro district wilen he recrenmmts, and thus
reln to pave thoa way toward tiz confirmstion
of Lis appointzent, by securiny the bacxirny of
thees ztatione, but_st the excenes of cunllitions
in other districts.180

i.eg~ite ucuntsing ¢f corrscpondences from warresn i,
Boctn, H. lontinz snd H, L. Soott, gilving arguments to the
contrary, w<J wuas returned to £50 ko om the dial, w»iJ re-
rained on tris freguency from Japterbsr 15, 1627 to lepture
ber, 1929, woon 1t was sgnin moved by the Ffedsral hadlo
Ccexission--this tice to €20 ko, It is quite posuihls that
eany broadcactors who endured siziler situationn with the
Fi.C wondera2d if tha now agency solved ag wany nrchleéms &8
it creatad,

irobably oue ¢f tie rost significunt dccuzanty to
ezergs frow the early #l.0 heaurinpgs waas & rerort frcx the
~aarican .nyinsering Council. 7o len thy analyniz, rro=-
pared ty the radlo Urcoudcasting Cczxittes cf the Councli,

ectodied xany cf the rrinci-les subeequently adented Ly

8

180, ., Hoffaan, " .xchunge cf troadcasting fre-
quency with »(C," Tapartnantal Coizunicstion Fexo, Jepten-
bar 2. 1927. ™Pe 1 & 2.
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the Comzlisalon, un tre “roedcestin; Coralttss wars such
distinpulsted contributors ke Calvort Townley, Ja. e [eiline
gar cf ths “ureau of Ttundards and Lavid Carnoff, who later
bacaze tend of the Ladle (orperaticn ¢f izerica,

Taking up tre quastiona of {rayusncy aselzntsat,
ehure-tice sgruzz:nts, *national® radio statlions, clear
channel allocatione, and cther rroblexs faclnyg brouidcasting,
ths revort rredictod, with azazing accuracy, tie final golu-
tions to many of these s2eningly insclvable dilezgan.2fl

Coreiessioner (rast:s B, Culdwell lazented tie altore
nativeg left to tne #:l after hearing the Comrittse's report,

You have advig:d acalngt widening the
trcadeast band g0 to add any zore Crann2lceee
you rava aldvigsd vary wide {reguangye-ssoaration
tatwesn all etutions tuut are naar aach other
geceranrhiczllyeee

You reve pointad out the i1znortance oOf
rowaAr in gacuring gcod gearvice fur the lise
tenor, . .and. . c8dvised spalinat much dividing
of tire, You rave trus 4-fined thre rollexn
from nll eldes,..

Put, 1f your advice 13 to he taiken by
the Corzlzslsn on gll these vorious »oints,
you will see that you hava cut off all avee
ruag of «cente for the sclutlion of thoe rree
gent orckles of 732 statione, grxce:t a reduce
tion in tis nusber of stations that may
broatennt 152

Cut of the hearings, the Cozeisnsion conatructad tre

following guldecests for dstsrxing which stations stould or

stould not bYe taxen frcs the air.

151sz Fayden, "zeport of the americen :n; ineering
Council,® Unnuzberad Tuelotyre lisaten, circem, Arril &, 1427,
pp. 1‘10.

szay iimyéen, ".exarks cf Comrigsioner Caldwall st LBadlo
Conference,” Lanuzbared Toletyre idspateh, april, 1527, Pe 1.
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1. Fower: Stations with power as low as
five watts obviously ought to be eliminated and
the Commission should give preference generally
to the higher powered plants.

2. Priority: The statlions which have been
in useful operation for a long time should be
given preference.

3. Stations which have Jjumped wave lengths
or which have come in since June, 1926, should
be given secondary conslderatlon.

Lk, Program Value: This must be determined
by the Commlssion and faclude a multitude of
factors.l

The Federal Eadio Ccmmission finally had begun to
bring order out of the chaos which had existed when they
took office,

While the battle of the wave lengths was golng on
in Washington, the Cetroit audience was thrilled aszs WWJ
broadcast the official welcome of a new national hero, Col.
Charles Lindberg. The cit, took great pride in its natlve
born son and listened intently as WWJ carried the reports of
the events from the time he landed in New York on June 9, 1927,
through the Lindberg-Detroit reception at Northwestern Fleld
end th: Book Cadl.lac Hotel, August 10, 1927,18%

The fall radio schedule, announced on September 25,

1927, in The Cetroit News, had thess attractive features:

Regular morning exercises; household talks, supplemented by

1831114,

18hWWJ, The Cetroit News, "Cutstanding Events and
Series Programs Eroadcast by WWJ" (mimeographed manuscript,
1950}, hereafter outstanding events, p. 8.
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susgesticns on homs deccration; the populur "Mlohigan Kight"
broadcasts; sports prosrans; concerts by local artists; road
bullating; natword programs from iew Iorx, and noug service
ty The Detroit Mews, Flusing from ths sciredule was the highly
acclalizr~d Jetroit liews Crchestra, In its place was The Gypsy
“arons Crchsstru fully attired in epropos costuuae.les

in what 1s bellavad to be waJ's first uce as an in-
school educationel tool, 2oy J. Unell introduced a uniqud
series of proyravs whicn were heard hezinning in Novouder,
1527, At a glven signal, teachors 1n gelectsd clasgarcoxs
would show a series cf slides, whichr by »rearrungszeat, would
1llusgtrate a talk bLeing glven at tire sand tive by Cnoll on
w"nJe Nora tha 3,000 letroit schocl studsnts took part in
the ex;arigent which was highly succassful, In thaeory, this
crude systsa could have btaen thre forerunner of teaching by
talevisgion,

WoJd added to the sufety end convanlonca of highway
travel on leoc:zaboar 4, 1527, when it bogan & series of Lally
Highway Leports, prepared by the Letrcit iuto Asccclation,

Trs pul licity for tie gregreme rocinded lieteners:

Trls service is ionortant to farcsars,
travellin; cen, interatate tcourisats and bua
trivelers, It avolde cogtly mistanes by
inferezation, witihia 24 hours or less, of
changpg rsde in local and natiornal highe
ways,286

195K&11y snd Foyes, p. 128,
1€61p14, p. 1:i1.
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kith & prelude rlayed by tre chimes on Plg Fen in
London, heard for the first tize on w..J Fabruary 22, 1929,
the station raflected a forsign, as well agp a local, flavor,
Cn Februsry 27, a sceriss of "Interaationml JSroxrsms® hegun
and on tha first prograa the walsh peopls of leotroit heard
native music on »wJ. The progsraws which followed featured
folk relcdles of othar forsign-boran groupsa in Letroit with
prograe listings in Tha lexs in tho language of the country
rOQresonted.l87

*s<o are now 3,7C0 teet-above Grand Circult Furk," Ty
Tyson told the WiJ asudlance early in April, 1928, "ind you
have bean listening to music bsing played on the plune in
which wa are riding., You now will hear “r. :1l1da Norrils
Coopsr, soprans, eingin: 'Thare's lozsthing about A hcse.'"®
Thus ¢id tre stution anncuncs its firast sirborne progrus
wiich trh2 nowegrazarsg halle! :8 & naw era in troadcusling.
Aloft witn Tyecn anl fre, COODPSr ware Jazxoas ‘urng, who ace
coxriandad the goprand on an orgsn and two radlo exjerts from
the U, 4, Pureau of ([tundards, who had hung the radlo trinsg-
gitter Jrom the ¢:-'ling cf tre alrcraflt tu minizize vibrae
tiona, Tihe alrtorne broudesst was wade to caxletrute tue
opaning of tre All Awoerican Alrcraft Jrow 2t latroit'a Cone-
vention Hull and it mignaled the b inniny of axtensive use
of airolanaes by the statlion, aspaclally in the gathoring of

"on-the-gnot® nesy rencorts. wblls comgunication between

1870utatunding ivents, p. B.
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an airplaene and a ground station wes not urususl in 1928,
thils broadcast 3s gensrally regardsd ag th? firet proprad
ever tranaxittad trroupgh another station to the ganeral
audience,1F8

inother si:niflcant enginearin, achlievecsnt occurred
on July 26, 1928, wien wsJ, for the first tizse in Letroit,
trannazlitted phctorraphe by radlo. The gystaem used was ine
vanted Yy fustin G, Cocley, 8 young radlo engineer, not
exnloyed by Wade Iist:nsrs with crdinaery recelvers were
advigad tiat tha rejular rrograe hoesard cn auJ bzt n 73100
and 7:30 r.c, w0.1ld b2 interruntad ty a gerizs cf whistles,
lagting shout thr2a minut:s, Iuring the intervals, portralt
photograrhs of two box:rs, Tunuey and liesnay, who were to
battls in Y“ow York thut evenling, wers gont from WaJ to the
Pook=Caillluc kotel, Thase ex:;uricantsa davslioped into face
glclle hroadcasting, whicn 1- reportad in datall ia & later
cnanter,

In a speech bafore the "ridguzort (Coun.) Chamber of
Ccamerce oa Lctover 135, 1728, FLC Cormlesicner O, H. “aldwell
outlined tres ra-allccation ordars that would shurtly be re-
l19ag:2d by the Corxziszsion and which would sand «WJ to a new
fraquenoy, 520 kllocycleas, on MNovocver 11, Caldwell asked

his audience:

t‘hall ths radlo broadcasting situation
ba e¢leanad up now and for all tizs, and good
rudlo recsption be raegtored to cur millions of
listeners”?

lee'wwa Erocadcasts in Tlana iWhile Lovaring Cver letroit,*

The Ietrcit Ysws, ipril 14, 19298, . 1,
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sr ahall radio ba allowed to 8l1n Lack

to tre confusion of interference and haeterodynes

winlch nave basat the btrcadcastin. waves for tno

rart twd y2ars?

That is the isnus before the radio lis-

tenars of tie !nited Staten,..’or on lcvezber 11,

the rudlic will nave witrin ita grosn & radlo

net-un with reduced nurher cof stations, for

which the neGrls, Coniress and radlo folk

Fenarally have natlently walted all thacs

cany wonthnis.3E9

Calswall aleo polinted cut tiat the new Federal ludlo
Cozmission order would ontail tize-sharing, tice-reductlons,
lowsr wsve liengtns and powsr cuts fur ssveral stationa, After
November 11, he tcld his audiance, cnly J15 stutic 3, of the
€00 licansad at the tize of the crder, would be zllowed to
broadcast simultuneoualy.19°

Just a zonth befcre, in .aptember, 1628, wwd had
btesn shifted texporily to 820 kce In a ilttle less thea a
year, onsd frequency had been cnang:d four times, danoting
some of tine confusion tiat t.s Ladlo Coxmzleosglion was creating
in its sturbtling atter;ts to seakk & solution to the national
radio problszs,

& critical error in Judgsment was npude by tha Wad
ganagst @t in Getoder, 1628, whicn would thwart for sevaral
years any sttsznts to a~rcure powsr lacreauses for too station,

Two s#2acingly inzi;nificant tzrie razs sgsaled the staetlion's doox,

Tke firet care from nsrl ¥ilier of The News Lashiniton 3ursau,

1890, A, Caldwell, 3Ipsech before the Pridgenort Chame
ber of {omrerc:, 7.1 Tranzcript 272, Cctobar 15, 1922, p. 1.

190vr44,, r, 2.
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Geo, (. Cutten, radlo coxcissicn en.ineur,
notified us toduy gorwe chan<e anpsrently zust
te cads In *WJd's wave langth asgsiynmeont, He
erys ¥ichiren hasg more than its ghare of natione
8l ctiann218151 and that w.J wust acce:t assigne
mant to a reyional channel Af it dces not increase
1t3 power.

ks geays soceone authorized to spsak ragarding
®ad '3 plans for future cho.ld ccue hers at onc? for
perszonal nezotistion with hir, 192

Tre rerly to ¥iller's plea was teree,

TELL KALIC CoMNIIOTLH RNGTINIGL WP HAVE e

CILl HeT TU INLLLAZE CLY 3l. & UTCN TIRATH
A v LS WwHAT BROICHAL FLuuUZNCY THRY wIIL
TSN Lo oaNL aHAT OTULR STATIONS WILL CHALE
«IT% x, 193

This gingle Jdocision nct to incresse tre power of Y%ed
whsn the ederal :adilo Conmission rade the final allocations
in 1678 peenms to have killed all subsaguent petitions by the
station to broadcazst *nution-wide” witnh a 50,000 watt or
gtronger giinal,

Yeveral theories, v:at of tiem inaccurate, have been
advanced &7 to why »»J 41& not increare its nower in 1928,
Piprs?, 1t murct ve rereshberad that the dacision not to seek
a power incresse wos raie with the undorctanding thet even
if %WWJ rerained at 1,000 watta, 1t would have nesrly a clear=-
channeal anyway, 213 Laprl Filler exnlained it:

G20, Co Zutton, radlo Cormisslon “nginsasr,

8ald today that in all probalility wwl's new ase-
slgnrent would be 29 kKllocyclea, 7This is not

191C1aar chunnels

192,ar2 ¥1ilsr, «ugthincton Jur24u, Unnumbered Telatyrs
to Fr. Gillmore, Tbs letroit hews, Cctoker 6, 1928,

193, “e Booth, The lutrcit hahn, wentern Unlion Tcele-
grem to Xarl ¥illsr, "ha Tetroit Newe, ‘valington, Cotobsr &,1928,
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cfficial tut s rructicully ¢:rftuin...utton

eald tuat 020 kiloaycles mu? "aractically a

clarr wave len_th,” belrn,: rhara:d bty only two
staticng, on@ in uJuStOd aad the c¢tasr in seattlo, ik

Two adlitlonal raasone for not incroazing the prower of
the station were offurad by eagincer (4 Boyee:
‘s eu:rate trhat thoe dscislon to turn dow
the of far zay lava baen mads bucauce The Letrcit
Vows felt it was piving adejuats gervice to its clrcu-~
lation area wity. ite orarent arrangezsant, or becruse
the exrante of meating tre roculrazonts for a clear
chunnal, 3,2, rocoving tne location ¢f the trang-
pltter rro~ tie center of potulation and 1ncreaein6
rower, would Lave raant oo gresnt an ex"eﬁditure. b
It 13 trus that tre ceosts of inctalling ¢ 30 kilowatt
transritter w2rs sizeakhle, Firures esubmitted i¢n 1729 show that
248 ,002.00 would be nexdal te bulld a 50,000 watt gtatlion and
$105,145,00 would bz needed each yeor to onarate it, Thoso
costa Go not izclude nersonnsl, tela kone chargss, pald tele
ent «und sisc-llanccus charges, 196 79 ingtall 2 15 kilowatt
statlon, the cash outlay ¥ .74 have b:an [159,002,00 with &
proportionzte reluction in tha snnusl ororatings exnonse, Dy
ksaping the 1,000 wutt trsag.ittar, which wus &lrsady in
parution, com-srativsly little additioaal cont was to he

incurra1.197

ol . . . - .
1% ~11ler, «eetarn Lnlon 7ale; ramx to warrda i,
Footh unnumbzrsd and not datsd, circs: hovecbar 1, 1508,
[ ] [ ] ]

‘

P 4 195!ounz, rickiyun Hiztory Far-azina,
1660, p. R32

19€ stigat=d First Lost 50 Ka, Aujuet 21, 1929, wnd
Files, p. 2.

X131V, [ecembher,

7., - : » : -

7%, . "elctunn, Urayhwr .lvotrio Comi.any, Trice
Guotstion fer 5 h: Proadca: ting Truneultt.r, august 2, 1627,
..cO 30
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Fad tho zana, ¢xrent yivan mora welipht to ths advice
being offered by its -ashington corr:spondent, the unfortun-
ate sltusation could have been complstely avolded, (ne letter
sent by Jey Hayden predicted witin uncanny accuracy the exact

coursyd The Neows should have taken, tut which it 4id not.

The future development 18 going to be
in the direction of bigrer and bigger stations,
with more sonsy involved, and that it ie goling
to becoxe, as tixe go:s on, less comratible
with the function of & newsnaner,

¥ eeeOBB88838 8N intrinzio value far
beyond ite nhysical equiprent and the goney
Tre Nows has put into i1t,..]1 balisve that if
The Nawa was to close up its station or sell
it for a norinal amount 1t would be surraender-
ing the basia for & 2-landid bueiness davelop-
zont entirely se— arate froz tho newsrarsSreee

Tre larger radlo stations now are waking
zoney and trey have zuch larger profits in
rroasnect...In a mattsr of two or three years st
most we will be forcad to a dacision as to
whoth r we want to standon broadeasting...or
move out into the country and tuild a station
of 20,000 watts or nore, And i1f we walt very
long we may not bave this altarnative for the
resscn that sotecne else has preeznted the e~
troit field,198

The orrortunity to broadcast with 50,000 watts of power

would never cone again,

1961 ettar to warren &, Rooth, latroit News, from Jay G,
Hayden, News Wachington Furwsau, Septexbar 27, 1927,



YITYT SCHITID CoMYE TO UVOYIN

In April, 1529, Ty Tysca, xho had been vanuger of
¥¥J sinee 1627, turned the resnponsibilitiss of running the
station over to hobert relly who was naned acting menager
in addition to hie Auties as Ladio £ditor of The luws,

Eally was coavincsd that the station siould incrsase

its power and eeized upon every orportunity to mukxs his roint

of view leard,

¥i1thecut higher nower, we are likely to
be gradually rushed into tre bacxkground by
the others. Tha growth of kiJ should parallel
the growth of The lNews, With a station eqgual
in power to the others we grouid e far ahead
of tnew becuuse of the 1cdeale of service which
we have; they operats for profit only.i9

fince one of the functions of the station continued
to be the promotion cf The Maws circulstion, Zslly attemnted
to woave this eslling point into his argusent.

»ith Ligher power we would cover all of
Michigsan effectively...Thie would heln the cir-
culation of The News in the state,,.In cther
gstates trheo nazme of Thse liews would bLaecome a
tousehold word, influsncing peorls planning 200
to rove to l'etrolt in favor of this newsnaner,

Finally, he pointed out the ravenus advantages of goling
to highsr power,

19%0bert Kelly, Intarofrice “omo to Harhert lonting,
Wad Fllee, pe 1.

200v14,, p. 2.

127,
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Gffering the assurance of covera;s such &h

high power would give us tre rick of svonsors 1in

Detrcit, Cur ratss could be hipher, and I'nm core

txin tnat we co0:14 siow a profit on progruvs and

£till keep our standurds well apove the others.<91

In 1529, George Bcoth, who hud dominated the development
of tne station during its first nine yours of existance in hile
pogition as iresident cf The Naws, petir.d and turned his tre-
wendous snargles toward the founding of Cranbrooke. This sultursl
institute stands totay as a testarent to the vigor EBcoth put into
his nsw proj=ct,

(uilte naturully, willliuc 3. Jeripps, as vics-president of
the corporation under Footh, assumed the presildency &nd, thereby,
becare the operating head of the news;aper und tis radio station,
Chang2s oare quickly to wvJ under the fcripps control,.

whan Fr., ferinsps d1d taxe over in 1929 the
oneration of the newspapsr founded by his father,

he 4id it as a wutter of rerscnul duty, rather than

through keen decire, His brcther-in-law, the late

Gzorgs G, Rooth, had rstircd,..and the tn&ilyzegli-

gition fell uron vill erinns to succend him,

whatevsr love waa lost tetwaen “orinns and ti.e newspuper,
was laviched on the station. This rid baen Scrinns' perscnal
project and he sesz~d determined to see that the radio station
should no longar struggle through life. To do this, several
alterstions would be necessary.

Althouzsh the corporuticn hud refused to increase its

R e —— e I ——

201144,

202y, E, “erinps,® The Tetroit Times, June 13, 1952,
Fdaitorial pags.
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station's powsr under Rooth's control, WsJ, almost imre-
diately, filed for a 50,000 watt clear channel under Scrlpps.zo3

whereas tho statlion had been housoed in madeshillt
ruarters with 2coth at tre relm, the »ntire ~hysical plant
was renovated and improved in 1929 witkh ‘cripgps in charge,
The studios were substantially enlargsd and the mastsr cone
trol room was moved from The News bullding to a new location
in The Yews garage, The facilitios, thus enhanced, would
servs tha station until 193, when a naw bullding was ereoted,

;ther swaaning chang s would come during 1529 and
1530, glving =»J & new vitality which had scuwehow bsen lacking
befcers, To the ataff, the new bosa msant buringss-radlo dbusie-
ness!

»’ad 4ssued 1ts firat rate card ‘aptecber 1,, 1929,
Comrsred to 1562's six-page booklet, the singla-slest, four
inct by eix inch 1529 curd cffers a =arked contrast in size
and in gircplicity of rate structure, Tho ccuplets 1929 rate

card followe:

EATH CALDl == 6:00 I'M to 12:00 I ¥ == "antexbar 3, 1529

1, Once 13-times 26-tives 3I0-times S2-tices
Ons Kour §3bo, €315, £308, £255. §285.,
Helf Hcur 200, 175. 165, 155. 145,
Luarter Hour 123. 100, 95. 90. 85.

2. Rasic charg:s for reriods other than between 6:00 F.K, and
12:00 ?,¥. are one-half foregoing rates.

2°)Frank Teott, sgant snd Attornmey, The i.vening Hews
tgsoclation, “lxcentions to :xaminar's hevort No. 8)," Hearings
of tha Fedaral pedio Corrission, Locket lo. 975, p. 2.
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3. local tie-in announcements irmediutely following Yew York
progrsce are 25,00, Thase cannot exceed 20 seccnds,

4, Corrissions to recognirzred advertising agencisg on charges
for station tire--15%,

CCMDITICNS UF BhWIADCALT SLLVICL

galks are lizited to 15 minutes and rust o on the air befure
100 T ¥,

All avening rrograzs suet have a high grade musical setting.

All programs are to be gubject to the aprroval of thae Station
Fanusger,

The station will assist in urranging rrograxs and provide
announcef's at no chargs for this servics,

Eates ~rinted on this card do not include talent, If talent
is obtainea bty the station it 18 to te billed to ths Client
at cost,20

These rates recuined in effoct until June i, 1530,
when they were increased to batter reflect the enlarged
audisnce being reachad by wWWl,

wnd '8 rates resched & poak in 1950, the year cf Letrolt
radlo's graatast popularity. Lveon though telaviglon had bvesn in-
troducad inty the parket in 1547, racdlo (iid not fe2l the impuct
of tis new madiun for neurly four ysars,

The ¥xJ rate card 1scusd in lecz2cbar, 1950, showed that
the class A cost of a one=tour prograc, worth {340 in 1§29, would

cost ‘P00, 20
CLAS A == 6:00 iM to 11:00 ;X203

1 Tize 13 Times 26 Tizos 52 Tirces
1 hour fro0, £7é0, €220, £700.
: hour 320, 3ok, 208, 280,

208 5eThe Tetroit Newg, late Card Yo, 1
(“entazrer 1, 152%,)

2054uJ-The ietroit lews, Tatas Card Yo, 31
(fececbhar 1, 1950,)
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Fy April 1, 1951, televislion had bepun to muke inrcads
into the racdio audisnce, and the loss in listensrs waa reflectad
by a decrease 12 the class 4 rates,

CLily A == €300 ¥ tO 11:900 }H2°6

1 Tire 13 Tire: 2§ Times 52 Tixes

1 hour $6L0,00 £624L,00 €09%.00 (592,00
hour 364,00 274,40 364,80 355.20

¥ houp 256.00 249,60 243,20 236,80

On March 1, 1953, the rétes were slashed agnin, this tioe
to nearly half of thre rrice charged in 1250, aAlong with the rate

cuts, a major erhift was vnce in the clars A tire rerlods,

CIACY B == 73100 £¥ to 10310 TV Mondeys through Iridays

3:00 FM to 13330 FM “undaye<07
1 Tirma 13 Timens 26 Times 52 Times
1 hour {420,00 {L456,00 {432,00 £420.00
2 hour 253,00 273.60 257,20 252,00
hour 162,00 182,40 172,60 168,00

Cornared to the cost of othoar gooda and servioces, the
cost of purchnacing tisre on »«J does nct dexonntrate the generul
inflationary trend which cocured batwean 1529 snd 1062, In
fact, »wWJ hus not changed its one-tize, one-hour class A rate
since 1953,

kadlo advertiasers in 1562 obviously no longsr buy one
hour progracs on wWwJ, or cotrer Dutroit stations, rreferring
insteud to purchaze srot announcewsnts of 10-gecond, J0-second,

&nd l-zinute Auration.

206yJ-The Tetroit News, hata Card No. 32 (¥arch 1, 1951).

207,1.J-Tho Detroit Nsws, Kate Card NWo. 3) (Marck 1, 1953).
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Frize tize on radio in 1962 has also changed, With
tre increasze in the nusdar of automobtile radios, *Nrive Tige,”
when &cst cers are on ths letrolt 7rooways, coemands the high-
a8t prioce tag, sven though WwJ does not normully sell one hour
progrues in class A tize, 1.8, 6:30 a.», to ©:30 a.x, &nd 3:00
p.&, t0 6:00 p.m., 1t Oontinuss to pudblish & rute structure for
these time claesificationsonce ponuler in 1629,

CIASS A «= £330 AX to 9:30 AR ¥onday through Friday 8
3:00 ¥ to 6:00 I'M Monday throuygh Friday20

1-4 Tizes 13 Times 26-Times I9-Tizes 52-Times

i hour t4eo, tuéh, fusé, £448, fL40,
hour 290, 2920, 275, 270, 265,
hour 130, 1?2. 163. 16“- 1600

Frograszing highlights of 1529 1ncluded & weosk of broad-
casting from the first annual International Ladio Show at Olympia
Stadiue beglnning Septesber 6. Civio leaders, radio experta and
a nsw oomedy tear from Chicago, Amos mnd Andy, eppeared on the
prograss,

Cn Cctobar 21, wad took its sicrophonss to Grsenfield
Village for the "Golden Jubllee of [ights," which marked the
50th anniversary of Thomas Edlson'e invention. Presidont
Hoover, Governmor (resn and Fayor lodge delivered spesches
which ware fed by akJ to the ¥“C network.

A third prozrax of importance in ths fall of 1529 was
the broadcast of the dzdicatlion cerezonies opening the Axbassa-

der Pridge. The audiencs wes transported fror one end of the

2°swa—Tho Tetroit Mews, Late Card No. 39 (April 1,
1962). Pe L,
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bridge to the otr=r for plowing talks by Governor Ureen and
Cntario Attcrney-Ganz2rel Col, '». ii. :rica, 28 usual, Ty
Tyecn gave a vivid descriction of ths evont., The success
of un arran;esant with the Canacdien Nutional i:ullways net-
work, which allowed «w~J, a8 an Asrociate Marber, to oarry
the Toronto “ymchony bronmicasts earlier in the yesr, was
axtsndad to the bridze dedication and tuoe Cenadlans heurd
W¥J's broadoast along with the Letrolt audiance.2°9

The inorasarcing amount of sdvertising wiilch was being
acoapted by the staution was brosdcast sirost half-heartedly
in 1929, as evidanced ty a atcry i&n The Naws Sunday Fagazine,

vhile W«J dosg occuny its tize to a ¢oOn-

glderabla sxtant with commercial pro.-razs, such

fsatures sre chosen for thelr actual merit, and

the conrercial aide 18 not offengive, Ncw and

then thare 18 ® local festure with comrercial

flavor, but the talent 1a always carefully

pickad, Thlnea# local feszturss are algso sgnone

tansous, 80 far as thair initiative is con-

°’r“°§1 Tre Yawg rak=as no effcrt to 8411 w%WJ
tize.10 “TEaTICE §lne — -

lespite its attitude toward comgercials, W.uJ could
point rridefully to tins sudience responae to Charlea w, Lawp,
11led as & sinygsr, rianlist and toothpaste exploiter extra-
ordinary, he "averucad 900 letters & dsy from folks who

adxitted thelir aroreclation of 7r. immp, and thelr nded

of toothraste.® Cne evenin:, "he wade & srecial personal

209&911y snd Toyes, p. 118,

210751 H. Pruske, "PFrom ireless to WiJ," Eﬂﬂ
T'stroit Mews lunday Yagaczine, Fsbruary 2, 19279, p. R.
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uppaal snd £€,000 lettars and tele.raxs floodsad thas station
with toothmagts orﬁers.'zu

“ith 1ts studio and technical facllities firmly
sstatlichad, with & nro.rog sch~dule exnanded to 1€ hours
sach day, with a profesglonnl stalf of seasoned troadcustors,
with commerciasl ordsrs trickling into the astation from ad-
venturous s,onsors, with netwurk ccemittwonts bringing rro-
grams of aub#tanco and kigh interasgt intc the letroit =market
and with a manu;ersnt davoted to enlarging and wnhanoing the
local offerings, %.J stocod rroudly at the threshold of the

1530s~~brondoaeting's goldon era.

2111n44,



XIV wWrJ '3 OIITHY 21A

kith a dacade of successful broadocasting cozpleted,
the doubts, which had existed among cexters of the staff and
ranagsment ecnearning the gtation's fruitful onerstion, &ia-
apnearsd, Although several cof The Xows reporters and editors
continuad to servs both the raper and the station, WwJ began
to sever the umtilicsl cord which had tied it to the parent
publication, Tre sudience, which ksd onos gathered around
rorennde sats, now relaxed in cuxfortasbls living rocss before
recsivers of elabcrate design, end listened to ¥wWWJ pro;rams
which reflscted wore ingenicus entertaineent values,

Teveral izrortant etaff chinges were made February 17,
1930, bty willlax &, Zeripps. Jafferson B, hetb, Alatinguished
88 & salesran &nd highly reapscted as an enthusiastic adminis-
trator, was nazed munager of wwkJ, in eddition to his duties as
sales director of The letroit Kews., «ebtb was an i1dsu)l cholce
for he brought to the radio operstion wide experience gained
88 business manager Of the Latroit Symnhony and a wide divere
eity of interests in a nuebar of unusual fields.

To balances “ebb's business and salds knowledge, 3. I.
"Ty" Tyson, veteran gportscast:r anil announcor, was sade
Assletant Munsger, iLcbart Kelly, who lLad sorved as acting
panagar before weth's arpointeent, was returned to his Job

as fotrolt Yews radio editor and retrined on the %WwWJ staff

135.
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as an amouncar, The late Haprschsll hort, who subseguently
gained fuxs ss tha redio, «nd later talevigicn, editor of
The “ewg, wug ga’e w.iJ nroduction mansa;er wnd ~nnouncsr, iis
experiencs in radio datad buck to the early days of broad-
casting when he had ra:d news 1tems on «WCx, the Fras Fress
radio station.212
Tn answar to ths increased sdvertiser interest in “W.J,
Jazes C, hose was nade comrarclal repreosentativa, Farion
Eartin serv- 4 ag stuff plunlst, orgunist and pPro raz manag sr.
Hasding ths taclhnical crew, composed cf eight control operators
and tachniclang, wea ohizsl eaginear welitsr i, Hoffzan.zl)
Harold Iriastley, who had begun his radlo curesr wlth
“xd in 1923 and Pranklyn Graonwood, wno was botn éntertainer
and actcr, forzed tha balance of the announciny staff in 1930,
Tre crowd ¢f entertainsrs, orcheasatra cen, singers,
story-tellers and nart-tice nawsjapsr reporters, who served
a8 prograr gerzonalitise, had varisd and unusual backgrounds,.
frang Oresnwood and Arnold Tleszan, known to the awil-
ence &8 *iFrank and Lrana2st," entertainaed eacn morning withn
"areukfazt Tunsa.,* “Frank," who playad tne pulter, was en
ex-rarine who saw action in wWorld war I, His teamzate, *Zrnest,”

who playsd tis plano, had beon a church and theatar orgsniat

212y, “vaninec News .gsoclation, Vadlio "tation ¥wJ (pro-
zotional bookl2t, 1971), harauftar, Ladic TEAELcH ned, De Do

213our of trs onarstors-- dwin G Hoyas, Alhert B, Allen,
ClinJ.Iavhem and | oger .1lis==nrs tne only rervaining wecbers of
the 1920 staff wro zre rtill with tio stutlon in 2542,
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for sany years before coming to whJ. Poth ocould eing any~-
thing from popular ballads to hymne and each was adept at
&rawing the huzor out of the fan letters read on the progrum
each rorning. {me of the favorite features of the early pro-
graz was the "Iittle Church in the l'ell," &in which hyzns were
rlayed on the studio pipe orgen, by "Erneat,” and sung by the
team, A mzythical horse, "C1ld acber,® supposedly brought theas
to the studioc each morning at § a.m, snd carried them away at
9 ez, 214

Mogt of tho remalning esorning progrenming in 1930 was
devoted to wozsan's shows conducted by members of The letroit
News staff. Although 1t is impossitls to detall every program
in thig eatagory, sose of the offerings inocluded:

*Tonight's [innor by iadio® with Ira. Yyrtls Culkins,
Petroit ¥ews Housolocld iditore--a cooking progras,
(9 a.2. Fonfey through Friday).

"Facts About the Xitchen® with Mrs, illa Gordon Zzith,
woman's iditor of The News-~various subjsots
rslating to home manageront and maintenance,
{(10:39 a.m. Mcndays),

"Daguty in the Howe," with idith ., Crusb, News Interior
Lecorater, and Reatrice Kuenzel, News Household de-
partzent--anawoerad questions fros listonsra cone

esrning intsrior decoration, (10:30 a.x. Tuesdays).

zluhadio “tation WiWJ, p. 8.
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*Fughion Talks®" w»ith Frs, Cecill lLoas (hittenlien, laws
Faghion Authority. (10:30 a.m. Thursdays).

Otrer progrucrs and rerformers heard during 1930-1921
were: The Loyle :i1ds, lillilen and ¥rank, reading tha funnies
each “unday; The 'ixianas Ten with Tobe Jrerzer singing southern
m2lodice; Iean hirk ", C'Ferrall of Ut, Iaul's roiscopel Caths-
dral snswering religlous quaantions; songs from Tin I'an Alley
with Pob Killer and legsy Neelon; The unny ingers; The lpartan
“ingers (students et Fichigun “tage College); dozens of soloists
heard on various nrograxzs each week, ond bagebsll and fcotball
coverage with Ty Tyson at the microphono.215

¥hare did WaJ find its staff? wWhet type of experience
was necessary to be a radio nerforasr or tachniclan during wWwJ's
golden era? Announcer Harold iriestley was an office boy in the
radlio deprertpent dbefcre waking an on-the-alr arpearance; engineer
id Poyss was a wireless onerator on the (reat Iskes bafore joine
ing the station; les Facker of the orchestra staff had basn in
vaudsville; Yarion PMartin had studied pleno in Yrallanti; Cle
Foerch, dirsctor of tte orchestra and cne of the three " elody
¥on," had been a church snd theoater organist and leader of the
€t, Johna (Frictigan) town bend, and Rex White, author of the
weskly %.WJ drazras, was an advance man for a °"Tom Show," an
acter, a wanderer and a newxspaper rman, before csring to the

ltauon.z16

2151v14., p. 10.

216188011 Gore, "%uWJ Hus Birthday I'nrty: Here's Teep
Ranind “cenas," The letroit Xews, August 21, 1931, p. 2.
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(f the perforwers whe sprearnd con Wad in 1930, two,
Wyan Wright srd Curtiss Custsr Hradner, rose to positions of
unugunl audience popularity,

Ce C. Bradnar 1s vrotably the gresteat newsosster the
station has ever known, ¥itr a twinkling eye and a sharp
tongus, s gava the day'®s news a wi:izsicnl, huzorous tone,
thet brought listsners by the thousands to thelr radlos, when
ke died ‘fugust ?, 1540, more than 2,000 letroiters gatharad to
say thelr final "goodbyes® to "3Brad." as 4, C, L., Jackson
describ24 hizx:

Brad, you see, was hizpelf., And therein,
perharse, lay tre chisf gecret of his charm,

Cthers zight pose of rosturs, or react tc sure

roundings, but, in tavern or palasce, in hoze

or cffice, 1n good luck or in reversals, Hrad

wag always 'rad,

Thars will be tirose who think cf Brad

chiefly ag o wit, & cean who could oateh, in

a pat and sasrching quip, the nudb of a com=

plicuated situation...(or’ for the grip Le

kad on tho news ©f the nation, snd the world...

(or) who will grin at_scos apt reszerk with which

he turned tue news,217

¥orn in St, Johne, Mickigun, leptewbor 6, 1878, Fradner
attanded Northwestern Acudamy for a ysar tefore dropping out
of school to take his first newapaper jcbh in 1900, He was a
reportsr &nd evantuslly city editcr cf the Flint Journal, In
1910, te Joined The News staff and excent for a year with the
Aegocistad Tress in Cxlifornia, spimt his entire career with

the News and %\.WJ,., He ccnducted a colurn on the editorial page

217y, c. 1. Jackeon, "Ilstening In on letroit," The
rott‘Oit :1"'#8' ﬁ-ugu't 9. 19“‘0. Pe 1.
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of Trhe Nowe for many yeurs cwllisd "afterthouphta®™ and wrete
a grou» of bizarre fauturee which wure cuanticnad *The
Grouch,® (ftan be 18 glven crodit, «long wita ex thite,
Al Yeebg, Volecle “inguny, snd geversl otners, fopr writing
*7Eke Town (rier® pro;res on wid, which cude i1 Leska famcus,

l erorter Gsorgs W, . tari rececbsrod hipo thue:

It tun't tuxing credullty too wuch to

say trat Pprad had rore friendsg than anyhody

in tl.is town, H2 won thao easily and neturally,

kart trem lovally =ad with s Sander devoticn..e

<lien rudio care &iong snd trad hecure instantly

tdentifled with that zediuy, tie ¢ircls of tis

vcice ginibad the furr ¢lstancaes witho §" 8tuCe
cato punech and 1te whleslicul arnoal,.<

If o 1lict of WwiJ's grauwteet rersonulitics be cade,
Ce Co "rudnar's nnice gho:ld cortuinly be on it,

{(n “ovenltapr 23, 1630, the frremation of a draunatic
gtocit Gommamy wae ~mmountad by Ywd. Its director, wymn
wrisht, wos tha pacond narsonnlity to rigs in switence stie-
ture during redio's goldsn era, wri:.ht wus a dracatio pere
fsctionist., Tn edrition to direoting Ths Jetrolt Nsws Players,
a2 trhs actiny sroup wag celiad, wWright oftan tceok the leading
rcl:.,

Jo wany lepgands havae grown up around Wright, it is
aifficult to senaruta the truth from the ficticn. <{ne partie-
cularly auzusin; snecdots is told abtout the sound can who

worked with The ilayers, lror & draza on trafic safety, wright

Zleasorg& ne “tarx, "Nows Droadcast Cricinator Is
Caald at €1 Aftar Collasase,® Tra letrolt Usws, sugust 7,
1940, p. 1.
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told the sound msn that e needed the sound of ecreeching
brekesz, followsd ty a crash and finally the nolss of a hunun
body hitting the pavement. The techniclan worksd fervishly
on the rroject and finally discovered that by running across
the studio and throwing himself azainst the rooc's bsavar-
board walle, L4 could eizulate the sound of a human body
hitting the pavezent, Ha sssed Wright to core to the studio
to share his dlscovery,

Again &nd agalin, under urging from «right, the man
ran across the floor and threw himselfl against ths wall,
while wright, with eyes ¢closed, listenad in the control room,

*Try it oncs more,® wright urged, *I think you've al-
zoet got 1t.*

Finally, the gsound man mustered all of his strength,
dashed as fast ss he could across the studio, and flung his
body against the wall, The wall gave way and he went through
1%, landing on top of C. C. Fradner's desk which was in the
narxt roor, 2radfner's tyoew:iter feil to the floor with a
erash,

"That's 1t!1® exclalmed wright, throwing his hands
over his head, *That's just the sound we nesd,"219

w¥right began his theatrical career at the sge cf 19,
assisting “am Hume at the Arts and Crafts theater in Detroit,
Two years later, re enlisted in the United tates Navy as a

geazan and during wWorld War I was sent to Cfficer's Cchool,

219?. Ernie hiloca, *Fran !arris' 35th Annivergary
rograz®, August 1%, 1955, tane racording in wWiWwJ Files,
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end while thers agsisted in the rroduction of plays for
gservics wen at the Cozzunity Theater at Lawport, kLhode
Island, I'e played ®stock® for a year in the "13th Chair®
and returned to letroit whers re orzanized and directed
little theater rroductions for 10 years. Bafore cowing to
wWwJ, he was director of the Universaity of [etroit theater
for two years,
while st the station, he zaintainod a rigorous schedule,
apoearing with the Flayers each Tuasduy and friday evenings and
directing Tho letreoit News Children's Theatsr heard each wednes-
day on the station, Wright later zoved to Mow York as Iroduc-
tion Munager of the Nationel Broadousting Conpany.zzo
Of course, Ty Tyeon continuod to attract listeners
with his distinotive gtyle. A poll conducted by the Toledo
Rlade in 1930 stowad that Tyson was the third sost ponular
personality in national radio. The voting results wereo:
Crahen YcYimzee, 092; Ted Hueing, 257; Ty Tyson, 219.221
Eex Q. White wus ancther staff wecber who established
an almost impossidbls schedule for himself, As ths staff
dramatiast, he wrote the firat prcduction of Tre letroit
Mewg Players, "Homance Ccmeés to roadway," which was pere
formed on Noveabsr 25, 1930, and all of the group's subre-

quent érazas which were broadcast every Tuasday and Friday

22015410 ~tation WuJ, p. 1b,

221Kolly and Royes, p. 120,



143,

eveninge. In sddition, he wrot: the Childrsn's Theatar plays
heard each wWednesday, snother redio series, "Xiftias of the
Ninstiss,” and sade regular contributions to the editorial
danartrant of The YNewxs, lis also often anppsured on the olr.zzz

»hile ¥W¥J's interesting and entertaining local pro-
grazs were bheing improved and refined, the station's competition
continued to gain strength.

wWJR, which has always been WiJ's keenest comnetitor,
Joined the NRBC Plue nstwork on April 29, 1927, and was as-
signed to €80 ko, a channel which was cleared of all statlions
axceot YF'L, fan Diego, in late 1927, 1In Tevtember, 1927,
control of wJi passed froz Jowatt nadlo to U. 4. liighards.
Two yoars liater, “CX, the Fre2 Fress station, was ebscrbed
vy “JE and the complete fuzllity movaed to the nawlye-corsleted
Fishor Building, whers 1t reazsinsg today. Oranted 50,000 watts
of powsr in 17)5 on a cleur channel, WJil dropped its affliliation
with NIC'a Blua network and becaze the Tetroit outlst for ¢1s.22)

WXYZ was purchased t s Jaecrge «. Trondle and John H, King
in 1530, Undar the King-Trendle Hroadcasting Cornoration hannsr,
WYZ produced sore of radio's best known pro,rezs including The
ILons Zungar, The {resn Hornet snd Challsngze of the Yukon,
which were fod to the national natwork for nearly 20 oconsecutive

years, «hem wJh dropred NFC'sp Plue network, WXY. aigned as the
ratroit affilistes, It rezainad with X5C until 1546, when King-

222; 430 Station WWJ, p. 14,

223sy1story," Prondcastine Magazina, August 1,1543,p. 74,
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“rondle sold tha etation to #7¢ for {2,700,000 cash.zzu

Tlans were alrszdy underwuy in 1630 for tha constiruce
tion of “indsor-letrolit's first station, CiLly, which began
broadcacting in June, 1932, under the call letters CHIK,
TFlton Flant, who took part in WwJ's firat broadcasnts, also
enpearsd on C¥XIa's first preograr "Urzekfast Dlarmey,” which
7lant and ris wife conducted for mevaral yaarn.zzs

WJRX, wkich had tezn broadcasting from Ypsilantl,
Mecehigan, since Cotober 7, 1625, moved its studliom end trans-
ritter to lilghlend Tark, a e¢ity comrletely surrounded by
Tetroit, in 1930, Trs ataticn srecialixad in forelign language
trosdonsts and snorts evente until 1647, when it was rurchaeed
by Gaorge P, Ctorer as tha saccnd station in hia growing group
57eratlon.226

Turing the period 1¢Z8 through 1530, WJI3 gained
national prozinence through the work of iteg cutspoken come
rantator, Jerry “uckley, who was fatally shct An the lobby
of the la“alle Hetel in 153C, The murdsr was nevar sclved,

In 1939, th~ station was purchazed by Hooth hadio Ctatlona
Incorprorsted and convzrted into a forelgn language station,227

In July, 15620, WiJ offersd 1tas fecllities for a poli-

tical broadcagt for the firset tiee, 7The invitatlion cawe in

224144,

22521ant Intervisw,

226'History,' “roadeasting Facarino, fugust 1, 1959, pe 74,

2271v14.
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the widet of & coznaisin to recova letrolt's Mayor Charles .,
Bewlsey from offica., 3In a .3ttar to Lalter 'y Chary, Chilr-
zan of the lacall Cuicmittes, ~11liux =, erinpa sald:

w8 nava frex tize to time besn rogueastad
duriug rolitical cur“al.ns of cne anature or
anoth»r to rerxit »aliticul snsoches to ba zade
over cur station, wo Iave alwaya refralned frox
B0 doing, und this 18 the firzt ti=me that any
snaachi4s of a nolitical nature huve been nere
mittad, tnn excenticn balng those made durlng
the iast :rasidontial camnalin whicn @ranated
from tha National “‘roadcanting Comwany.éza

For9e thun 125 pguoste Juzmred the W.J studlos as tie
stiitlon calabratad 1ta 1Cth ‘nnliversary with talks by «1llaei b
“griprs, Jeffarson B, webd, hox “hite, ¥ichigan <“anators
Jamns Couzone mnd ‘rthur Vandenbarg, and sntertalinmant by
“Wd staff cer~ers and national celabratics wendell hall,
Charles Hamo and .ddle ! saholdy., Ty Tyeon wag wastsapr of
cersxonies,

The sneeches glvam during the anniversary rrogram
August 20, 1635, revsul sorae cf the early growing rulns
suffured ty tre staticon, As Fax G, white recorted:

The suanivargary party want coff as Af
by clock work, & vary different affalr
trhan tio things that hannen*d 17 yearn ugo
when «wJ wag un infunt, iro:ir .cs were
plec~d togathar some way in thoce dayvs,
but tihs bullding un of a proysrac wes often
& welird affelr with unexrqagct»d breaks and
gung &nd subetitutlonsa,

Trore of tha «xivJ studio who revaom-
btered tha (irst azall beginninga wnen
telanhone calls wers aaxisuzly walted for,
when talent was hard to got, whon crystal

228e, .3 5iven Lad!l
10

o Tixe Ty Cary and the Mayor,® The
Twtprnlt Nowg, July 12, S, p. b,




gats wers Lrd rule rathar thsn tia excsnticon,
looxed cver this » rty of farous ren and
woz2n and zisked L. sutisfaction, Thare

was ong, "sreat ax-erizent that had been wmede
good,*=%9

“w11ldam . Cerince uscd the occaslicon for resecalling

Pis first contuct witna radio troadcasting.

T firet teard a4 snoXen word froz the
ath.or,..ahout 118 wnsn [ heard Jjust two or
tlhirae words ovar an lenrevisad wirelass: ree
ca3lvine s=2t aouliyaed «ith esrnronazs, Jt
cortutinly scundzd like a talennhonas that wasg
out of nrder,

“ellaving tiat rasid dovoelonmunts
would ha FEadd in thig raw art snd not knowe
ing hut that wirelsns cixht ba & £ost n20-
sagary sdlunct to 4 news:ansr in the ¢colisce
tion and dissexzination ¢f news, I ~ravallad
unon tr: rosrd of (fracteorg of Thoe fgtrolt
Mewg to ingstall & radio trsnczisgsion and
recaiviny nat, Iittle d4i2 we tnink at the
tira tris first =2% wag inctulled thot what
we wara dciag would revilutionisze ths home
1if3 cf _*tris entire rnation and thnt of tus
wcrld 230

tlthoeugh re mizhkt hiave stretched the truth slightly in
his usual coxlc fashion, Al “eeys rarextered:

1 ac recalling the arternoon when our
rrosres conaistad of rorge Al steriea Ly
Ison urrol, Van and :'chanck, Purt willlazs,
Fanni3 ‘'rice and i.ddie Cantor., Thae anrnouncer
for trhis ccecnslon was 11l togerms, and we
puld tham not a dixo, for ncng of them had
over sgesan a  wicrophons Befcre and they were
eazar to ex~sriance thd thrill of un air
dabut,..

How careleasly an? li,ht-licartedly,
it ewarg now, wa ccnductaed the alffalira of

229. . ..
L ax

Je VRita, "Ttation WS Huas Virthday," The
Tatrcit Yews, jupust 21, 1530, p. 1.

230911107 e "erinpre, iadio Talk (iven on Yid, ~uyust
20, 1530, traascriyt in The !etrolt News libtrary.
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tha stutiont VYohody had any atated tire on
the sir, +when LA P!nlshed--in five or ten
or trirty minutas--trore was sorehcd'y elre
to rc on, or tre archaostra nleyed,

There wea ugually sccebouy to (o on,.
The studic was turongcd from corning until
night with wis'ful acplriats for fairo on tle
alr, and every sodranc wWhose accom-anicent
V.l Coffsy could 2lay had her moment hafore
the mixe, cftan for the [irst and tla last
tize, -

tndlo ugf fun tren befcre it ;ct to be
by businzeccs

Vuwd sttumrted to gocure a prant for 50,000 wetts of
nower fror the iecdersl :radlo Coumlsgion in Lertecber, 1730,
tecording to a revort ~uhliered in the lnited “tetes Ta.ly,
tre etation centawrsd its urgurent for the incruure in vower
around two fuctors, intarfrrenca and overating locs.
Recausa of interferencs, “tution W.J at
latreolit, ¥ich., has been loesing acug of its

aullencs and 1in 1629 sustalnad an onarating

lozs of ennroxizately 65,092, iarron 3, Rooth,
trsasursr [now fr-ssident] of the Lvinin;; lNaws
Aaaeciatlon..taztif@:ﬁ befops tho raderal fadlo

Cozrission .ent, 22/

Rogotn slro testifiad trhat J544,2i9, had been lozt on

(a4

Ls onerztion of the statlon free nugust, 1720, to luguct 1,
1¢2¢, which "wma —artly ¢ua to trha refusal of tha station to
acoce-t muny ceoxmerclal cre.rars wnich ths gtution does not

~
teliave cocr@ un to tre etanaard.‘jB

‘31A1bert .eg-e, quoted In a bailo Tulk given by
Jaffsreon M, " abh on Wd (fug. 20, 17337, tranecrint in The
LLetroit laws library,

232“««J “larms Interference for sudiance jocsesn,”
M"aited “tatec 'udly (Fopmerly rubllehzd in washington, L. C.)
Cliocing qguoled from Tetrolt YNewa :efarence 'ert. under iee
troit rewe ' udlc="culnuant,

2331w41,
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walter ¥, loffzan, chiof engiresr of the etation,
gava datalls on the iatarfarsnce preblers being facsd by
»4J aad polint:d out trat if tue trangrmitter wers claced

outsids trs clty lircits with Ats presant power of 1,000

watts, it could not be husrd ucross the clty.zjb

Testimzony cffar:d by Jeffsrson BB, ~ebbh &t the Fil
hearings give an indication of w«Jd's operating exrenses

in 1630,

webb told the (crrission that the sta-
tion has sn ahundance of good talant, that
zors than 40 rer cent of the rrogracs of the
station originate at the station, and that
tre station is on tre alr 1€ hours a daoy
Curiag the wask and 13 on “unduays., Hoe sald
tihat the station caprrises 10 machanical erployes
on the payrcll and timt the gtation hag a
talent gtaff of 32, five of wi.ox ere nct nald
bty trkea station. Ths reyular pay 1oll of the
station, (8 ouid, 18 ulout 2,122 ner week
exclusive cf extra talent, whicli evmoetlires
rung tc arcund (2,000, ie s8aid thet the
incoze from advoertlisingg 1s batween - 11,000 and
+12,000 rer wonth, and that tie tutal oners
atin; ccst »spr acnth ren urouand 715,000,

Teenite -2bth's gtatermts to the I I.C, by Fay 1629,
*WJ ghowed a szall wrofit of J1,777.92 for tlhe first tice
in nearly a Cecsde cf operstion,

Cn Junuary 3, 12!, %sd launched another effart for
a 50,000 wstt grunt, thie time basing itz requeat on an ale
locetion which had beun "lcaned® to the fourth radic district
by tie gecond redlo dlstrict severul yaars before and assigned

to nY¥W, Chicego (now locuted in Cleveiand),

2544, 235144,
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“taticn WwJeeeOn Jan, ) filed with the
rederal ~ndio Cozxiseion an anplication for
autt:ority tc use tre gsaximum powsr cf 52,000
watts, s«nl for & chanpe in frsquency frem its
present reviconal channel eseelisrnment of 920
kilocycles to the clearsd chunnel of 1,020
kilocyclee,

Turay appeals, il invelving Jtautlon
KYw's aseipgnrent to the 1,720-kilceycle
ctiannel &nd contasting the Commiacion's
contantion tnat trls ciannel 48 "loanad®
ths fourtr zcne, now are randing in the
Court of spneales of the listrict of Colum~
bin, In the rast ysur, a haliflf doien gta=-
tiong in tha g~ccnd gome have sought age- 216
giyncent to this channal on tha eaxza grounds, 3

sftor mountulns cf corrospondence had been exch ngod
and houre of hearlngs had been conduct:d, tne Federal kadlo
Comzigsion stoud firk, In 1528, the /il hud asked Tha Naws
to Ancreses its power und tue ancwer cuce bLack fron letroite-
*Ho." nd now 1t was too luta, ith tie country divided
into gonas, and euch zon9 glven a quota of eight clear ciune-
nel allocutions, the granta Lad bLesn rede, Tre quota had
buen filled witn stations in Chioupo, Cleveland, and olse-
whera, orerating &t high power, wiJd, & ploneer broadcuster,
muet conline its signsil strength to 1,000 watts--a weager
volce for the grend cld lady cf broadcasting., ince tuking
office in 1572, ‘crings had triaed to increuwse the poweree
and falled.

In 1931, the veyne (cunty Fedlcal 'celety bagin a

systeratic ceries of howlth dlscussiong., .ncouragzd by

Ejé“station Wwd at Lutroit Fetitions ior Use of
Feximun kadio i ower,® Inited Utates 'ally (rFuerzuerly putlished
in waghington, ", L.), .90 fuCtnote 3.
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their succese, tre ‘cclety rronos~d a nurbar of short plays
which were gzivsn ths title, "Draras of Icionce,® Two years
later, 1a an effcrt tc ercourage addiitionsl rublie involo=~
ment in the rrogram, & quastion avd snewer serl9ds wias begun
which oontinusd for eight ysarz, "Irazas of Jolence" wers
followed bty a new seriag in 1936, *lLeath Fighters." The
bocks of Yaul da ¥rul? wera usz:d az sourcses raterial for
"Dogth Firhters® with the author assisting in thelr adaptu-
tion for @W«J., Ccordinated with a camxdalyn againet tubercu-
lonris 8n letrott, ths georias rasulted in the pascage of a
bill calling for the ax-anditure of 220,032 annually to
fight the Alcs=ave, Tre rscults of tha garizas were dascribed
vy de Yruif in hie book, *"The Firht for life,.%237

UnAar trhe juldance of Jaffsrson 'ebh, the srogram
conce ts introducsad in 1930 ware exnanded and Smoroved, with
rerformars and ataff merksers polishing snd rofining thelir
broadeastin: ekills, 48 tre contributions Ly the somen's
Lenartzsont of The N3wn dwindled, it b-.cace necassary in tine
to geloct n rerforrer whe could srecernt vrogyrass of interesct
to tha egtation's cistaff listz2noere, 2ally Woodward was finally
chonen und for s8ix yoars zhe aired a drily progras 7<riss cone-
cerred witt scclal, club and horeraring activitiae,

on february 1, 1934, WaJd introcuccd tha "Minute farade,"

one c¢f the longesnt running cowzercisal prograss in brosdcasting

)

£37.:J, Tra 'etreoit Youg, Cutst.nding Lvents and
Terdee irograge Troscceagt bty hwJd, pluecsravhed renuscrint,
P. 10,



151,

v

history. “romecred bty the J. !. udron LUexmrany, a Cetroit

derartmant stire, it was )} aard eaci wmoralng from # a.r. toO

9 a,z, for vcra tran 2% ysars, Tuarbura “roo¥s was the orile
gingl hoetosa of tre yrograx wihich featursd mesi-clusrical

puric, interzoore2d witn rtor? news, bkotn inetitutional and
zerchandlseling,

Tre fa ar=1l radte rg-uletory voldy, tie raderal -adilo
Comzilesicn, whs ¢lshandal on July 1, 13534, ia favor of the
Federal Corrunicztione lomnlzelon, whicn sovaerne broadcazting
in 1942, Urndler t.s ~rovielone of Lia act nasssd Ly Congress,
gevean gerlars w2 rad snHpoint>2d to tha Loicmisslon to 4eal, not
only with nauticaal btroadourt regulation, but all interstats
and foreloa telarhons and talegrash cozrunicaticn by wire
gnd radio, Tioa 00 war divldald into tiree divinions, of
which one, th2 froelsast ivisicn, curries on the fuactions

of the Fedsral !adlo (cwxlsslonu, which the FCC surerseded.zJa

43 - Srew
237 seyelomeadta fpltunanica, Vol. IV, pe 213,




YV A GIAMT FORGAED CTIT==1936

In Jounuary, 1936, a. A, Jacocby Joined the etaff,
Better known to the WiWJ audlisnce as kadlo Jake, he wandered
the city streets, with a car-load of equipment, responding
to distresns oalle frox radio listeners, With hadic Jake on
the job, ths ststion's obsession with the elicination of
redio interfsrance was satisfisd and hundreds of letters
of anpraclation poured into W<J from grateful membera of
the audience,

You will recsll that I culled you in

dezparation for help on the trouble we are

having with radio interfersncea, The gitua-

tion was 80 serious that we wars facing

real danyer, dua to cur inablility to cuke

clgar contscts with aprnroaching planes,

You wers gocd enough to sand hudio Jake

out hers to locate tho trouble quickly 239
and followed through to0 have 1t corrected,

Altrhough Jafferszon Webb had announcsd the construction
of a megnificent new dullding to house the WwJ studios and
offices on the station's 15th Anniversary program in 1935,
he 414 not live to ses its fcrral dsdication in 1936, %. J.
Seripps, son of founder .illiam E, Zcripps, served as acting

pansger of Wad in the interim betwoan Webb's desth and the

239 etter to w. J. Coripes, wWd, from C. V. Burnett,
Vanager, letroit City :-irport, circa, February, 1436,
%wd Fillee,

152,
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appointeaut of Laston B, %¥00lly, who becaxe manager of the
station cn ‘ertaecusr 15, 1536, a day before the new studios
were forsully dedicated, wocluy had besn Ni('s dirsctor of
gtation relations and he wansged WaJ for almost a year,
leaving Juna 1, 1937.

The million dollar structure that opensd in 1936 to
ghelter the Wwkd operation rivaled the XNaw York facilitiss
of the xajor netwcrka., hising five storiss, the bullding
boestod fivse studlics, the largyst of which was the auditorium
Studlo, seating 340 persons and still in use today., The
auditorium occuried nearly h2lf of the first floor, and
contwinad an elaborate lighting system for both the asudlience
gection end the broadeasting stage; a projastion booth; con-
trol rooxz ovarlooking tho staps, and one of two consoles of
a huge pips orgsn,

(n the second floor, separated by translucent glasa
partitlons, wers tis officey for thne station munagor, sales
and sales manager snd & conference room, Located on the
tnird floor were three studios: studio A (30 fest by 40 feut)
could acocmodats a sizeadle mudience in uddition to the per=-
forsars; studio ¥ (35 feet by 21 feet), and atudio ¢ (21 fest
by 12 fest, 6 inchas), HStudlio o (20 feet by 14 raet, 11}
inches) on tre fourthy floor comploted the cluster of origina-
tion points and gharsd thne floor witn studio & cbeervation
rooa, studlioc A client's room, studlio 2 ctservation rooc, a
rehsarsgal roor and storage and rusic roozs.

Tha fan rcora, radio shop, battery room and organ
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chazber cccupied ths rifth floor and on the lower level
were the test kitchen, Ths [etrolt News liocze Institute
exhibition roox, chorus roow, drssesing rooms and trhe office
of the Home Inatitute director,

Tils seamlin,ly detalled descrintion of the various
studlo and of{ice locations will hsip to demsonstrate the
draxatio mstacorphccls which the bullding hus undergone
since it opened in 1936, Aprendsd to the wast sids of tre
original structurs ia & {2 million, three-lavsl telsvision
bhuilding. On the second floor of the radio building, the
varicus ofifices once located there have b:aa convertad into
a £ingle office for the ««J and LiJ-TV general manager,
Ztudlo B is the only studio stlill in its original forz, with
studio A houszing ths Wid news dupartment, studio C the tage
recording equirzent ani studio [ tre gtation bookkeseping
departrent, Taloevision motion plcture fllm 18 now developad
in the former tast kitclien and the radio sales departzont
occupies the s-acs once used for Homs Institute displays.

It i quit=s poseible, in ehort, that Altert ¥Kakn, the intare
naticnally-known srchitect wno dasi;n=d thes gtructura, would
have difficulty finding his way about ths tuilding.

As part of tha 1534 exrangion proxrum, WaJ 8180 zoved
its transzitter tc a now location on the edys of tha city st
fA«¥ile and Myers rLoads, Hhad it teen willing to make the trip
in 1628, 50,000 watts, instsad of 5,000 watts, cf power would
have radiated from the L0O0-foot “law-knor vartical radiator

antenna, lesignad ty Clareac» =, lay, the tranaszitter bullding,
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in its first yzar, drew £0,000 vieltors who surveled at its
gmagnificent zursla da: icting the various phasss of tne bLroud-
casting art and its spaclous flower gurdcans which captured
soeveral lundscaring awards.zho

The bulléing was also equipped with ilving quarters
for its staff and a studio 8o that the trunsuitter could bte
operated in case of disaster or an interruption in the city's
telephone service which would breunk coczxunication with the
downtown |stu.1di(m.2“1

tloft during wwJ's naw transwitter dedlication waa The
Farly Bird, tho etation's nows-gethering eirplans, The air-
plane was egulppxd to broadcust directly to wwd, which, in
turn, could relay the pllot's dezcription cof a news event to
the radlo audience, As C, C. Bradner, Ty Tyson and william
kishler described the transzitter opening on April 16, 1936,
from the ground, Jures V, i'iersol, aviation writer of The

News, recortesd the event from the .1r.2u2

In addition to the kaln studlio building and the trans-
eitter sit2, WhJ opened a third facility in tne i'snobscot
Rullding on January 29, 1936, locatad hero was station

2%Yad, an ultra-higzh frequency, experizsatal outlet, The

230'80,000 Visitors Soe WIJ's Transmitter,® Tre
Loetroit News, Fey 30, 1937, p. 1.

281y 0adard Whits, News ielsass, “sntezber 13, 1536,
The [etroit News lidbrary, p. 1.

2L2e-p pnezitter of 5,000 watts (pons a lew .re for
LWJ," Tha Tetrolt Yews, “nril 17, 1734, p. 1.
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lats Carl tviecs2r wus W2WXJ's first operator when it slgnad

on with a power rating of 100 watts at a fregusncy of 31,600

kilocyclas, The station's rrogrsuxing consisted chiefly of

public service offerinys and Morse Ccde 0138508.2“3
Also in 1536, wWuJ put its elaborate radio and photo-

grarhic field car into service--for the first tims at the

All-Acsrican foap Tcex Cerby in Akron, Clilo. Tagged "a unijque

Journalistic achlevezent,” the 8,800 pound truck was designed

to carry a crew of reporters, photographers, radio snnouncers

and taechniclans to the scene of an lmportant news story.

Abonrd the mobile unit, in addition to its crew,was & mass

of equirment for transcitting the news back to the station

and the newepaper., Two pack transeitters, carrisd in a

harness on the reporter's back, were used by the radio

announcers fcr on-the-scene coverag® cf an event, The unit

also contain:d a photograrhic dark room where plates were

develonad ani sent to the newscaner from @& photo-transzission

zachine, Tre farly Bird airplanoe was also esquipnped to broudcast

from the air, to thLe ground moblle unit, and thence to tue W.d

wain studios., In all, six eeparate licanses wers ragquired to

oparate tia jusble of roemote apparatua.zbu

I're lea Le Fcrest returnad to the wiJ studios in 19636

to help the station cslabrate its 16th Anniversary. His speech,

243pyctorial kadln Kistory The etroit Naws Ultrs
High Fraquency - 2rvie:s, Th.@ Iotrcit nows 11brary, DPPes 1-2.

2By sadara white, News lslaeacse, August 16, 1936,
The lTetroit liews litrary, pp. 1-2,
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in which hs claim=3d ovs3r and over ayain that WiwJ was the
firat broudcasting st.tion, reooencd a controversy that
had existsd fior years. o sald:

Baginnings urd alwuys mystoerious, and
the boginnin;'s of Lhadlo are no excention...
Cn tris 1fth Annivercary of the onrenin;; of
tie first cormarelinl hadlo Broadcasting
“tatIoa In tio entire world, wwJ, 1 estsex
1t a rars nrivilega to address a8 nation-wide, |
porhu: 8 a werld-wide sudiance 1talics mine .2’5

Jooend place, he clalmed, woant to KIXA,

So cn tha night of Aujust 20, 1920, the
firgt cczcarclal hadlo !'resdcact Stution in
Il ¢f tio world was opened,

Not until elaven weeks aftsr ita founde
ing €14 WWJ shurs the ctanneis of the alr with
a rival troadessting station. Tro honor of
b:ing encend 1a a ranidly lengthening proe
cession 1211 to wiiA of Ilttsburghes..and
thouiti 4t hus erroncously clalraed and been
oreditad witsn pricrity axong broadcousters,
it i3 s8ti1l) entitlad to a place of distino-
tion as ona of tie pilonesrs,

But WwJ can tcnight point with Juat
rride to its »rewviare gtatus aronyg all the
thousrnds of trauiv breadcaciing sttions
subsacu-ntly fcuggﬂd thrcughout trhe world

1talics Eina o<

The Te Forest pronouncsaents, giving w.J priority as
the world's first comcoarcial brcadoestin: statlion, cauced a
furcr cf activity in tie press. Claics and counter«oclalms
care fror a dczen differant directions., Tha KIZA=W.J
controversy, over whlch station tegan breadcasting first,

was launch2d and still lings:is today,

2“5Cr. les I's Fcrest, ‘prech Civen on WWJ, Aupuust 20,
1536, transcript in The I'strolt News library, pp. 1-4.

26114, pp. 3-b.



XVI A CUIOTION OF TPICRITYEDKA UL WnNJ?

1f broadcasting's baginning had besn & ravclution,
insteazd of an evolution, the answer to ths question of station
rriority could coxs guickly and without reservation., However,
comrsrcisl broadcasting was tre outgrowth of hundreds of "ham®
stations wnich operated acrcss the country befcre and icrodiately
following wecrld wer 1.

The two lasading contenders for thte title of ths world's
first comzercial broadeasting station are XIXA and wwJ, although
other cutlets heve been added to the struggle in recent years.
The great boly of radio history sesezs to favor HIKA,

Trhe rige of the radio industry in the
tnited “tatos hsg beoen the =cst recurkable
achlevazent,,.starting from a gingle bLroad-
carting station in 19/0=-~the ploncer station
EL¥a in Vittgburghsee==Lluvid Turnoff, The
Ladis Industry.

The first regular broadoasting stetion
to be estadlirhed in the initad fStates was...
the stetion well Know &8 ~'KAl,..==A, §,
Purrows, The “tory of 3rondcasting,

Cne cof tre sariiest and most succeseful...
stutions was XTXA at “@st Iittsburgh, Fa., owned
by the kestinghoure .lectric and Fangﬁacturing
ComNAany .. .~=ncyclopeadia Pritannica .47

¥otivatsd by Lr. Lo Forest's snench at the 16th Auni-

vereary colabration, writers and sditors who had perpetrated

2“7'ﬁcaenca--qu,' Ties 28:23, Aupust 31, 1936,
p. 29. et
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tha KLKA myth began to re-oxazins the facts concerning
broadcasting's becinnings, 48 Tizma maymzins reported:

¥ine radio devotees cut of tan have
doubtless hoard or read sozawhers that KA
was tra first regular broadcasting etation
in tre Y, £, Oreat, thersfore, was thsir
surnrise one nighnt last weex when Widsee
splaghad over tnz alir a ...progrez in whioh
1t claired genlority over hoary Xl¥Aceee

Heither of the rivals can claim prior-
ity excse-t as a comzerclal station,.,..Jee
le Foragt...and otnher pre-iar radlocasteras
wers Lr. *rank Conrand of .estingshouse and
robert (Gowan of ie beorest fadilo Teleo hona
& Telegriph.e.

Unatle to get eround the polid fact
of thie Letrcit stationt's priocrity on the
calenday, nliA argued thut At was operating
undar its prezent call letteras 15 months
bofore wwJ was assgignad its present lotters
on Fzrch 3, 1522, aAgainet tiis was wdJ's
clalz that it hed received its third license
(in Cotoder, 1921) before LIKA applied for
its first., XKIiA wus, in fuct, tue °15h§33
Ve S, station to be rFodarally licensed,

Newswaelk wayazine echosd many of ths sare arguconta
and added:

leither etation could mscape & listing of
the fucts:

Ww'd RKU'KA
1. Firet brecadcast on 1. First broadcantzgg
Aug, 20, 1520 Hov, 2 (&), 1520
2, Night and day pro- 2. T'rojrama geni-weokly
graz since above date until lewc, 1, 1920
3. Coomercial licence 3. Ceexmoreial license 250
issucd Cot, 13, 1621 isgued Cct, 27, 1920
2h8 144,

2“9£evora1 wsetingshouse officlals were question2d by
Hewgweak, Scrs gave Ncevoesber 2 &s tha date of thte first broadcart,
h}éa,othnrc insistsed that K!IKA had begun broudcasting on Hovember
» L

O'Birthdaya: Wwd 's Dixtesntl Annivasrsary eonsns Cld
Feud,® Newswaak 7:5, surust 29, 1934, p. 12,
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rven with the fects clearly eteoted, by Tire and News-
wa3k, other radio authorities who attempted to exnlain the
KLXA=WXJ situation searmad toc becors hopelessly suddled, The
Kaws 1taelf hud probleceg, which prompted this zezo from
rublic Xelations Lirector Lee uhite:

Nov, 22, we ran on nage 1 (col. &) a
stcry on our anplication for permission to
oonstruct and opsrats a tslevisgion hroude
casting stixtion, In it, we sroke of The
Neow3 as belng "first to operate regular
brosdcasting IN 7012 AhlA.® Thiz undepe
statecent of cur validatsd olaim to having
the world's first covnorcial brouccusting
statlion, henta the oldest troudcansliing
Stotioa sxisting, was re-satsd, verhans
not unnuturally, in yesterdsy's “Nowgette.,®

~lection night a cepm=ntator in NHew
York, troadcasting over NiC and co over
7iid iteell, renecated the hoary and inde-
TensI51a Ilagand about KIXA, which we corrected
on ti,e alr naxt day.

Couldn't we nlzp{n be coirect in The
tewa snd on the uir?<’

T“he Institute of Ladlo  nglinsers tried to sclve the
ccntroversy by trucing broadeasting's comclete lineage,

In the ms:untime & de Forest rudlo set
had been put inte operation by the letrolt
Ne~s, and on Auyust 31, 1620, thile staution
gont cut election ruturns...vefors thes uoe
tivitize of M, Conrad tad basn translerred
to the wWestinshoure factory., o the letroit
Ne~g gtaticn sntaedatas the weetin, house
factory station (KikA), the Conrad homad
station ent:dates the Latrdit lowe, the
Cowan homa station (in Cesini~:, Y. Y,)
antadatss thae lenrad, and de Forest's
activitiza antadate tiex all. As to which
wa: the "rplenear brcadcaster” tha readsr zay
Judgs for hizself,452

251rae A, White, lepartmontal Cozrunlcation to Fred
taerthrer, Koverbor 27, 1944, wid Files,

252tns Inctitute of hadio “nginecers, Iroceedings of
the Institute, ed. alfred ¥, Ooldszith (MNow York, rstruary,
IiZ)’ °0¢. J\AII. 2\’00 1. p. 123.
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Unfortunately, most of the existing books, wholly,
or in part, devoted to radlo history, are more often a
concoction of reminiscences rather than a scholarly report
of the facts. Typical of this group is a book, This Thing

Called Broadcasting,

The authors vigorously disclaim the title
of radlo historlans. No attempt has been made
herein to write radio history...(and) they have
not attemnted to decide the grave qugggion of
the patarnity of radio broadcasting.

After this impressive disclaimer, the authors add to

the confusion surrounding priority with this erroneous state-

ment ¢

There were many others who took part
in the ploneer broadcasting efforts. WwWJ,
for instance, was on the air soon after
the 1gaﬁguration of regular broadcasting by
KDKA <5

Gleason L, Archer's book, History of hadio to 1926,

is often quoted in support of the KDKA claim of priority.
Although Archer's book 1s indeed an 1mpfasslve work, 1t is
interesting to note how many times he uses the words alleged
and assuming in describing the founding of WWJ.

A statlon operated by ths Letroit News,
is alleged to have antedated KDKA in broad-
casting news., It is claimed that on August 31,
1520, a radiophone program was put on the air
from an alleged Detroit News wireless telephone
station and %Eat the service thus inaugurated

253p1fred N. Goldsrith and Austin C. Lescarboura,
This Thing Called Broadcasting (New York: Henry Holt and

Co.. f ] p‘ v.

25k1H14., p. 30,
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wig contiauad on a r3igular schedule tharsafter,
If thile can b9 subrtartiatsed [t ias teen] then

—von. .
Com ﬁ

*A, unlaegs i1t hsve cther claizs to rriority,

w0.uld ylald Aits crown to tation WiJ, tre lineal 2

succavecr of this early beginning. [italica rine], 55

rr. srcher rantions trat "% wag the linaul sudc-
ceszor of tre Westinghous® exsarizental stetion that Ir.
franx Conrad hal cnsratad on a gchadule for a long tixe
swrior to thLa opening of 13;A.'256

what 'r. Archer falle to point out s that Conrad, in

uddition to operating a gtation long bafora HIKA went on the

alr, 8laoc orurat2d a station longz after ([UHA bagan broadoasting.

To quote I, Archer:
He (Conrad) rushed home to his own
garaysectation £7X and recain:d trers

during the broadcuste-"gtanding by* to piok

up tre srogrem in case anything should go

wrong in the new station,

It was not until 1924 that 1, Conrad finally trans-
ferrad his stetion to “Westinghouse Proadcanting Company.zsa
Since KIEA and the Conrad station opserated sizultunaously
for four yearz under AQifferent call letters at Aiffsrent
loeations, it is irnossible for one to be tie linsal euce
cassor of trs other,

In atudying the nriority of stutlions, most historians,

includinz Ir. ‘rcher, rave relied on the chronology cf grants

zssalﬁaeon T.. Archer, itgtory of talio to 1926 (llaw
York: American Historical ociely, -nGe, 19.0), Pe 207

2561v a4, 2571v1d., p. 204,
zja'nadlo Ytutions 40 or rore Years ild in 1962,°

Rpoadcasting acazins, May 14, 1562, p. 133.
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as recorded in tho Fsdio tervice “ulletin of the lepartzent

of Coxmerce,

Thae autnor has exaxinad xith great care
the back nushars of the ! adio Tervice “ul_e-
tin prior to XNovacbhar 1, 1Sil, and o8 ulslle
TS dlscover any such station, dacrlte tre fact
ttat other ax-erizental statlions in iletroit
not strillateg witr the letrcit lidws are in
the listings,

Tince WixJ rented ite first transmitter from Ladlo
Yews and Music, Inc.,, it is true that s st:tion specifically
ageism>»d to The Letroit lsws would not be in the aarly de-
parteent of Corxzerce records, HNevartheless, wwJ did broad-
cast on Aujyust 20, 1920, and has continusd to broalcast dally
since theat dats,

In a publication entitled, i:ateupr lLiadio

Ttatjone of tia Unitad tuten Of 0 I'iCl,ees00

Dar€ 100, ChEI 9 L, pUulb LTLU NELD Lodno mend

and usloc Comnuny, lnc, of lstroit, !'ichi.;un,

as tie orerator of .tation 2r% with a power

of 1,000 watta, whether tuis is a stution
eststblished by The latroit lisws 3a not evident,

260

This was indeed tre station ectab:ilshs3d by WWJ and
publicized on tre front raye of The Yewm on iugust 31, 1920,

The XNational isgoclation of Proadcasters, after de-
ferring its decislon for sevorul ysars, finally eserged in
favor of Wi.J in the Assoclation's 25th ;nniverrory Bulletin,

1620 (rug, 20) lLtwtion waJ, lLatroit (Then
Era; later w3i; w.d, July ?, 1922),
oxna3d by letrolt News und installed
by willlanm J. [%.] Cerinps, bagan
ovaration, broadcasting daily there-
after., lent out rsturns of :tate
primary election iug. 31, 1920,

259porer, p. 203, 2607v44,
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1920 (iiov, 2)==Klild, rittsburyh (Woatinge
house Co.), founded by Lr. Frank
Conred, taginsg repuler gchedule of
bresdcasting witn Hardin,:-(ox precie
dential election returns.

Also surrortiag »uwJ's clalz wss ths dean ¢f radlo and
telsvizion editors, Fsn Gross.

Fany newsnaners, magaxines, and Looks
have crecitsd X'i'4A with having been the
first Azerican station on the alr and the
Hardinu-Cox suzmary ag the first trcadcast,
They are wrong on btoti gounts., WaJ, the
redlio cutlet of 223 Lutroit Yewe, caserves
tre reccgnition,”“

tven with thig preponderance ¢f evidence to substantiate
wWwJ's priority, son2 publications coentinue to dcdye the lsgsue,

By yeasr end (1920) wwl and KiiA were
gathering audliences and eaking cleims about
which wag the firet staution--a question that
still can sturt gg argucent acong oldtizers
in the industry.<®3

Cporating as sn erperizental staticn,
¥hd in [etrolt, went on tho alr . ug., 20,
1620, '

roadcasting begen "officlally® with
tha Harding-Cox election resturns n;gﬁd on
Nov, 2, 1320, by A, rittsbur,li.<

It is also guite possible that neliher WiwJ nor KILA

crened the firat commercial stution, (ther ocutlsts which

zélxmtional Assoclation of Erousdcasters, "levelopment

of hadio Corpunication Uince 1520," '==2cinl 25th Anniversary
Bulletin (wuehington, 1. C.: NAR, Yay Z, JCUTT, p. U.

2620, Groes, T Tookad #nd T Jletensd (New York: ht.ndom
House, 1954) cSted by Hurcdchell Hart, Tase and KIAA Argusent
Iattled,® Tia fatrolt Haws, Cotober B, 1554, p. 36.

263w1922-Year iadio's jopulation “cared,® Eroadcasting
¥arazine, May 14, 1962, p, 82,

26441041018 (bronoloxy of Mllastones,® Laodlo-Televislion
fm‘ll:, Tecerber 19. 1$62. Pe 31.
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claim to be as 0ld as or older than elthsr hwJ or EIKA are:
KiV, Fittsburgh, (1519); wHA, Msdison, %isconsin, (1517 as

6 Xx¥); wEE, Tallaa, (1520); wrY, {klashoma City, (1020); K KO,
Tverett, Washington, (fugust 17, 1720); KTw, Sexttle, Yash-
ington, (fugust 20, 1920); KMX, los Angeles, (19°C); KL,
fenver, (15°3), and KCE”, “an ir-noitco, (Janu:ry, 1%09).
There muy he additionul stations inadvertently omitted from
this list.

Cf this group, KC7D hag bullt the zost lwiressive
argurent toward estublinsting 1toz1f as thy firct cormerclal
gtation., Its firat radio ex-erimants h.ve bean traced to
voice trunsmissions wade Ly Charles I, llerrold, nrinciral of
a San Jore tocinicul coll:e e bearing his nare, in Junuary,
1509, under the call letters K.w, which were changad te KCID
in 1949 wien the statlon wus acqulred by CRA.265

ChT asserts that Ir. lss '8 Porest, at ths an
Francisco world's Falr in 1640, said:

"Thuat station, €. W, o6an rightfully ciaim 266
to be the cldest stxation of the entire world.*

To the rebuttal that the call lettars K.Ww did not
appesr in the kadlo “ervice Fulletin ¢f the le-artment cf
Ccmrcarcs until Januury, 1?22,267 KCT™Y annwers:

Farly in exnericantal stages, the oall

FN wan ured, ITxonerizentsl land liconces 6X2
and 6XP preceded the call SJH which wuas first

265*ronulation Soarsd...® Broadoasting Vagazins, p. 83,
266Ibldo

267Arohor. Pe 293,
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used in 1513, snd, in 1%21, wien licuncea were firat
1esued under thy clmerificution of Lroadocasting, the
nan Jore sgtution bacerme tilw, Istor it &ived to lan
Franciroo gnd An 1449 tre call lsttere waré changed
to L83

ITerhape the bsst answer to the gquesticn ¢f priority
is tnis cone:

Dra2dging un radlo’s carly bistory icon't
an eary Job, ladio hictoriuna find much that
was navar docum:mtad, Tho result has baen a
gort cf /bbott-gnd-Costelilo routine cf “«ho
w28 on tirstr‘bu9

258'"ew 'iiret! Claln: KCUD Predeconzor Fégan in 1609«
Credb,* ':gn“:«wtgqg V1~-?1 ' Fabrusry 16, 1959, quoting Gore

don e Greo, gourncd of | Zeanti-o, ”wc*n*ca4 ggggngllgg
TrasAgant 'JUrntwrn (J‘nuury, 1959), Pe 52,
269

“attelou :2terscn, "tadlo Jooks Uack 47 Yeara,®
The Tatprcit Yrea Treas, Juns 11, 1562, p. 6=,
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WWJ '8 mew studlios were forcally dedicated on lentone
ber 16, 1936, with a wesk-long seriss of progrecs featuring
rany of rzdlo's most celebrat:d pears.nalities, fred laring and
his Tenncylvaniens; voan Plaine, wio pleyed the rcle of Mury
¥arlin on the poprular soarn opera of the saxeé nacej [OPIrano
Jassica Tragonetts, and Proadway stars *thel Barrymore and
waltep rannden particivpated in the corsczonlas,270

Happden and Fiss Parrysore enasted Churles Konnsdy'‘'s
"The .ervant in the Housze,® a full-length play which was
broadcast by %4J without cuts or revisions and which re-
gulred two hcurs of air t1c0.271 This was the first of
thres full-length »rcducticns presontad by the station.

Trhe others wers “Jane Clu;z,* atarring Josn Rluine, aired
in August, 1937, and a srecial two-hour version of the re-
liglous play, *Tre Fassing of ths Third Floor RBack,® broad-
cast in l'ecerbor, 193?.272

A, FACEIFILL AUD FM

Paginning August 13, 1938, with the texporary call
letters w8XTY, station wWJ undertook exteneivs oxperiments

270~¢oadara ¥hite ,News fHeleace, "aptexbar 13,1936,p.1.

271#7pe Cervant: WiiJ, 10:05," The letroit News, lenteaz-
bQP 20' 1936. p. 1.

272'Cutstand1ng Lventz,..." p. 10,

167.



168.

in faceixile brordcaeting, A Filuch ecannar snd recorder and
a Crosgley recsivar-recurdsr enabled the station to broudcast
and receive photo;ranhs and text raterial electrically. A
facsizile installation was also placed in the mobile unit.
Eadlo editor and forrsr acting manng e of wiJ, Lotert Kelly,
was rude faceirilie editor, Assuning that newstapers would
pomeday be dellver«d to tre heoce via tiis new invention,
Tre News a;sin demonstratsd its willingness to invest time
and Egoney toward dsvelceping & new xetliod cf dletributlon.273

Faceliwlle, although revived brisfly followed wWorld
war I by ¥wJ, nevsr uroved succassgful in rezlacing the
neightorhood newsboy e#nd the long and costly axreriments
were ¢ronped, Ultra-hiph freguency brecadcaste wers alao
puaspended in 1946,

Operating ¢n a daytime power of 5,C00 watts sinoce
1936, WWJ receivod & temporsry grant to increase its nizht-
tiroe power to 5,000 watts in May, 1637. In November, 135138,
ths Pederal Ccrrmunicstions Comrission aboliszshed all temporary
suthorities, ssnding W«J and all other regional chunnels back
toc 1,000 watts nighttire, Cn Cctobaer 1?7, 1940, %WwJ socured a
parzanent grunt from the FUC which gave it § kilowatts of
power around the clock, 4 new 535-fo0t tower wess arected
90 feet to the merth of the exieting 400-foot tower to

accorpligh tre directional sijgnal pattern ar;roved by

2737 9ctorial Eallo Fletory: Ths Letroit News Ultrae
Hirh Fraquency lorvicoas, pp. 23-26,
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the FCC. 274
Az a rogult of the new antenna design, tha WwJ
nighttire covaragae area assumasd the stare of a Harlett
r2ar, with a btulge extending generully & few degress to
the northwest and its sxallsr top pointing to the south-
east, Tiris 18 the nighttime npowsr and covarage pattarn
raintainad by W»J today, with tha daytime power and pattern
unchanged since 1534,

(n ¥erch 29, 1941, «WJ left & channel address, %20
kilocycles, which 1t had maintainsd since 1528, Without a
great deal of fanfars, it bazsn broadcasting on 950 kiloe
¢cycles, where it rezains todny.275

It was also enrly in 1941 whnsn the Fedaral Cozmunioase
tions Coxmzission began to lesue licenses for frequency modu~
laetion staticns. Cne Of the first to apply, WWJ was given a
graut under the csll letters, Wh5D, in the initial group of
allocationa =made by the Cocmissicn.

Lobert Kelly, who had previously served as radlio editor,
acting setation manager of WwWwi, facsimile editor and announcer,
was nazed mansger of the new FN installstion., Don Teircct wus
rade prograz sunager and & szall etaffl, which would excluelively
service ths FM operation, waas acsazbled, Cn HNovember 10, 1541,

fdwin X, Wheeler replaced Kelly as sanager,

2786 Lystsr, "New Tower Up for wwJ,* The Petroit

News, March 28, 1%41, p. 17,

275'Changc-0vsr Hot tamy Job," Tha letrcit News,
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hegular dally F¥ prograwmming begun Yay 9, 19431, on

bh,5 megacyclee, under a rats card issued June 1, 1941,

CLalé he=aeakdays: €:00 K to 10:30 TK
Jundays: 3:00 UM t0 10:30 TN

l288 than 26-51 52=10) 10L-15% 15€ or more
26 tieas tines tizes timan tizes
1 hour é?’ooo ‘71025 369038 567050 $6506)
l hour &5.00 42,75 h2.63 00.50 39.382 6
{ bour 30,00 28,50 27.75 27.00 26.25%7

wb5C crangad its call lettsrg to wiNA on Novezbar 1,
1543, tre "w® dsnoting a station esest of the ¥ississippl smd
ths ®THA" re~resenting the Zvening News Association., Under
the naw call letters, it 1issued rate card number 3, reducing
its Class A, one-tize, hourly rate to {50.00, the half-hour
to £30.00 and the quartar-hour to ;20.00377

Ultimately, the call lettars were again changed, thils
tice to wWiWJ=-IY, the F¥ staff wus disbanded and tihe Ionobscot
studios closed, Trograzs rresent:d by WiJ are now sirultane
eously troadcast by WwJ-F and coxcercials are heard on doth
stations at no additional charge for the frequency mzodulation
list=ners.

WwJ=fX has had an application pending bLefore the
Federal Comzunications Comxiselon since Fay, 1961, for an
increase in 1its effactivs redinted rower from 50 kilowatts

to 500 kilowatts,

276ah5r, tats Card Fo. 2, Lrfreotive June 1, 1941,

277&&%5, Eate Curd No. ), Lffective Junuury 1, 1545,
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R, Wnd GLLD TO WAl

¥, Jo ferinca, who had sarved us renager of Wad froa
January 17, 16)8, to lovezxber 10, 1941, was elevated to the
newly ereated rosition of directcr of broadcusting for The
“vening News Asscclation on the sve of the outbruak ¢f world
war 11, ¢n Wovenbar 12, Harry Hannister, who had been sales
renager of thes station, wam nared gansral ranagar,

£s a rrelude to the hostilitles which were to follow,
kussesll "arnss, foreign affalrs cosmentator for The Neus,
esatod himself at a xicrophone in london to make a specilal
radio report to WaJ on the conditions which existed in that
borbad out c¢ity early in Novesbaer, 1741,

The broadcast is etrictly for this urea

and WWS, and will be the firet in the mexory

of National “roadoasting nrese renresentatives

to b2 rade from london and directed _roecifioally

to any station outside of New York, 8

In tre pariod betwesn Fearl Harbor lay and Ve-J [uye=-

one hundred and rinety-four weaks=-=wnJ broadcast the follow-

ing eustaining prograss in the wartire public intarsst:

€21 3C-minuts programs
1,315 15-minute nrograms
Lo8 10-minute programs
€26 S-minute rrogcrams
17,531 “pot ennouncemsntes’?

The nrogracs indicated were WwJ local originations

2?8'Bnrn9. ¢n ALy Froe Iondon," The letrolt YNews,
Cctober 30, 1541, p. 1.

27’HNJ. Tha letroit Newxs, Wartime Lerort of Frogrune
in the fublic Intsrsst (isetroit: cIica 1545, p. 2.
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Yutlonml "roadcasting Comrany prograns broadcast by Wad ure

not included,

Along with othsr statlions acroass ths ocountry, 'wwsd
comnlisd with governaent orders fur strict censcrshipn of
all prograra exanusting frox ths Letruit cutlet,

For the last two wedxs Wnd has been
nravuring for cenasorshi> restrictions and
attencting to anticicate thex, All uvro-
grans hiuve baen cxuncaled or aitared radli-
cally if tiey wares broadeast by parsons
not fully under the gtation's control.

Toe principal rroiraa invelived was Ty
Tyson's "Yan on the Ltreet,® a qulz progras
narticicatad in by passershy in front of a
downtown thester, A wesk ago thie prograz
waz altered so that a dslly recording was
zade of Tyson's interviawn, and tisen, after
baing checkad caraefully, each recording was
troadcast tos following day,

Tre censorahlic rsgulations, howsver,
have rude it necsceary to diccountinua tire
nrograr altog2tner, and in pluos of it,

WiiJ today broadoast _a new nrograw, also
faaturing Ty Tyson.250

axd tocck other stars to ald the war effort, It ¢lizine
ated t:;e middle cozzercial frca all newascasts to allow zmore
newe to be presented; alred frequent reports by Cotrcit Kews
corpzerondents S, . A, Marshall end Lussell Purmses on the
pregress of the fighting; and, with i1te staff zarching off
to war in increasing nuztars, introducsd Fran liarris, probe
ably the firet fecsale newscaster to trcadcaust on a regular
ecrheduls,

Tn fugust, 1042, 1t bacsze necessary to reduco the

nurber of broadoast houre. The difficulty of getting transcitter

e
2“°'huJ Coznlisa with U, 7, Legulations,* The Tetrolt
¥ews, January 16, 1642, p, 4,




173.

tubes zade it incn=rative to conserve those on homd.za1

Fven though the war ysars wara ;ric, WWJ continusd
to entartuin its local audience with such lyrical grours as
the "Yawn (lub® sorble o=-Cats, under the direction of Jaul
Leush, with Yaye Fcetsr as Tabby and irunklyn Forguson es
Jugheand, Yc¢t quite g0 ccrny was a4 youn; announocer, iugh
Towns, wiio worked for the gtatlon in 1542 and later went on
to greater fara as tre host of saveral porular progrugs on
ERCTV {ncluding the "Today [ how.," Lowns was the central
fizure in an axusing Loax, uns day two police officers
arrivad &t the atation to invastigate an alleged robhury.
Yo ong on the staflf knew what had buen taksn, sithough the
of ficers inszisted that tle insnecter had heard the robdbery
reportead on the alr,

Lawning comvrensnsion lizhted the face
of the engineer,
*Cay," he exclalzod., "I know wiat that

wne, Hugh l'cWwns...fot off on the fourth floor

inzteed of the third floor wiien ho came to work,

He was kidding at tre mike about it and he said

ha thousht sozebely zust have stolen the studlo.®

A rartid invaectyi;stion followed, Tﬁg blushe
in; dotactives returned to heamdquarters.<t2

{n Fsbru:ry 1, 1545, WiJ becaxs tre first, end
perrace tre only, station to ban tranecribcd announcemsnts

and einging corrercials, which kave sincs been reinstated,

281ayyg w111 neduce Ite Rroadcast Hours," The Letroit
Nawn, Auguet 7, 1942, p, 1.

282ncpuda10 Hobbery a Joke on Fika," Tha Datroit Nows,
June 28, 1942, ec, 1, p. 14,
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Yanagar Harry Pannieter conesiderad the ban his greatest
contrikhution to broedcasting, althcugh he, of ccurse, pals
rany other, zcre airnificant advancers in tts local enera-

tion,

Co TRIVICILH COML3 TC LETHOIT

At war's end, the Wad staflfl increussd ita efforts,
baexun in 1543, toward lasrning svory known fact sbout a "now®
rathcd of corvercial broedcasting caullud tolsvision,

~adlo hardly reasoctazd to «<4J-~"V's introduction of
telavision in lorigsan on Farch 4, 1947, Cf courss, sore
of tha ronulsar WivJ shews, incluting *"Coffes Club® and *Cine
cderella wae240omd, " wers slightly sltered and put on televialcn,
but even witn tha loss of two or thraes rrogrars, 4% was be-
lieved that radlio would continue to Lie porulur dasnite tolee
visjon's introduction, s~nd 1t was, Aa late ag 1950, wWWJ's
busie hcurly rate was ;300 an hour arnd wJh continued to
chasrge ita clisnts 1,000, una of tne hignest radio rates
in thes nation,

It wae nct untll 1953 that radio really felt tsle-
vision's irpuct, The steady growth of television receivers
in tre DIstroit market finally reuched a sizeudle nucber and
cantiv+ redio list<ners by the thounands left their speakers
to aquint at telesvision tub:s,.

Along with the cther nrovlese it fac:d with increased
coxnetition froz television, wuWd wss hit by ite first xajor
labor disrute in suguct, 1950, iicket lines, forzxed by mem-

bera of thre Natlonal assccistion of Proudoumsting Lagineers and
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Tachnicisns, rirr=ad the bullding, ifter two duye, the
walkout ended an?! tre enginsers returnsd to thelr jobs
nanding “tate and fedaral ¢ ncilistion cunferencen,ze)
The strike coccured on tre 30th “nnilvarsary of ths station
to the day, und the weeikly wayr:8 agre2d uncon and uald to
the 54 engineers would have onarated tre stution for a
yoar in 1¢20,

A g3l9oa booklst, published in _ctobtar, 1351, by
wid g BB&3d the Gquertion tiat was undoubtadly on cany brouad-
castars' 1ips, "»shat sbout LAZIC in Detrolt’™® In analyzing
the sudisnce, tie booklat volnted out tnat, dernite tele-

vielon, J was reachting moura reonle than evar before:

i

Yurkar of &

so-le 1n ..J Irimary Csvers~e Areas

laytime 3,920,200
1540 ¥ignttime 3,451,500
Laytine L, 500,000
1544 Xignttize 4,000,000
Teytire b, 6 906,000
1951 Nighttise 4,335,€00

In tha suze psriod, 1540-1951, tro bodoklet pointed
out, letrolit's per fazlly lwcome hed gruwn from (2,200 to
t4,700, In 1251, thera was 331,000 rore racioc hores in the

Wil srizary area than in 1940, 207,000 zore thunm in 1946,2%3

233'3%J and Tha YNews hegtore Full “eorvics," The Tetrolt

News, Aupust 22, 195C, p. 1.

28h, Ttudy by wWJ A¥eTW

TV, ®"3h.t fbout EATIG in Letrclit?,®
UCtObﬁr. 1951. De 3.

2851v44,, p. 10,
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Cagrite figures to tha ocuntrary, the telsviszion audl-
ancod wag prowing at an aimort untalievenbls rats and rromised
to subzmerge radio forevar as an offsctivs advertiosing modiun,
“at surchagss, 8 ;004 Lapomatir cf audience intarest, warse

tipning the scalne in favor of telavislon.

Year panT0 5omn oy rrpg 886
1651 (& mos,) 20,139 70,100
1752 £3,400 291,100
1549 €1,000 $3,100
jche 71,600 26,500
104LE-L7 122,100 5,500
15k2-L5 111,200 1,500
10041 105,5C0 1,000
“efora 1540 1E9,3C0 500

JGAly enough, wnils WiJd strugzled for its audience
durling 1%50 and 1951, 1t won two of broadcasting's moat
cherished awarde, thre ~1lfred I du.ont /ward and tie Jeorge
Fogter Feabody /ward, fur m ~rogram seri-s on alconolics
and another seriss titlad *:rotact Your Child.*

“ecogniring that ths ursurgye of intersst in television
would heve to bte reflected in the corporsate structure of the
‘vening Naws Asscclution, the radlo a&nd tolavislon opsrations
whsra sanarated into cerypestitive organizations, ach was given
itz own adxzinistrative read, sales force and rroiraw personnel,
operatling undear trne over-ell guidance of Harry Bannister, ‘ho

v e .y 28
was zade gsnaral msnagsr. Lon | 8iroct bacsze mansier of wild. 7

It took radlo alwost five years to recover from

zeélbid., P. 17,

287evows uadio, Video Iplit,” The Fatrott News,
Cetober 31, 18:0, p. 3-.
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telsvieicn's onslauht, Fillinge, wrich nad eagped in the
early 1650's, rlowly, andi with vainful rate cute, took on
new viger, alss cherts, which had dipped to the dunger
roint, turned upward, &«nd the rescirists, who had pronounced
racdio dead, suddenly noticed tne bcidy taking on now oolor.
»hen, in the 1%50's, telavision absurbed

the entartuinzment eturs, radio nrovidsd arounde

tho=clioct broadcusts of popular snd syc-honio

rupic, rourly nows suwduries, play=by=plasy re-

rorte ol 8l nenjcr rrhortk events, and such

gn8cial sarvicos ers {requent announcernsnta

of tire, tenparaturﬁ wantner forecasts, and

traffic bulletins,e’3

In they cildet of radlo's rebvirtn, Larry Dunnistor left
wad to Joln Lh3 latlional “roudeasting Commauny as vice-prosle
dant in charge cf station relations,., lia wasg succeedsd by
“dwin K, “heelar, who ssarvad the W..J atatlions aa general
wanager from 1952 to 1961, wian Jaxes ‘‘chiavone bacaze zenw
2ral ranagrer,

Under "“heslor's puldance, «.J moved from the clols-
tered anvironment of 1ts duwntown studlos to itas first
‘parranent® pregote locatlion, Northland, .8 the “wcrld's
largast shopnting cwnter,” liortiluand looked almost gleefully
to Tecanbar, 1655, as 1ts tiggoert ecales munth, However, Just

a8 record crcwds were baginnine to pather, the naws anars,
which had carri:d ths btulk of tha now Ceater's sdvertizing,
waint ¢n strike, ullzing tie sdvertic:ing veld that had
baan creanted, L.J wovaed ewiftly tou f1il At. TLe station wus

given rermiegsion tu ectultlisk a tesmorary broedeasting booth

3% e . -
23 wad, The Tetreoit Yews, Lon Delrcot, The Tirth-lace of
Proadeanting, 1362, n. S.
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in th9 hopa trat <wJ oculd stizulste shonring futarsst in
ite audisacs, The oxrerizont wer & BUCCOE3 ag thousands

of groppers storsmaed the Center, and w«d bucaue a prrransnt
fixture st Xorthlend, uhen tis J. L. Hudzon Comiany onenad
ite seccond sronping osanter, destlund, uwkd wed agaln given
troadcast risits. A tHird rosots estudic is currently in
the planning etages to ts 1ccetod on rooldward avznue in

downtown Tetrolt,

It 1s izrossible to deal hisgtorically with the rresent.
For tne purnoses of this study, howsver, acne ¢f the ljevortant
innovations cf =nodarn radlic ara detall=ad hers,

23ctuur® 708t lLatroliters dArive to word ©n & coujplex
systes of Freswa;s, tr2 autcocotbile radio has taken on nsw
significance 1n 17€2, wad plcnasrsd the now corzonpiace
‘xpresgway .3rcrts using reriodic bulleting on truaific condle
tions, nd whoreas radio's »rics tiece was once the evening
tours, tnhe "&riving tiges," when corzuters ars rushing to
and froz word, ncw c.exand tas high~st rates, I'rogrurs
srecifically geured to the auto sudlencs, cuch a3 "The
Zuapsr-to-Susrer Club,"” firet rresldésd cver by the late
Jig Lelend, huve gainsd large followings in acerica's motor
Canital,

Mindful of its newscnuer alffilistion, »»J pluces
Conglderavle ewrhasis on new s, Unllxa the sarly radlo audle

ences whc irngcigt=d on whimelcal, witty recorte, the 1662

radic listenzr dezsnds tiat .J pressnt news quickly,
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concleely and comrrerencively, To accompilsh this task,
swd hug convartsd 1tz huge Htudlo A into a4 rasglive nawaroom
and azserbled & tulrteen-mun stall which iz unrivaled in
Ficriyan broedcssting. at its fingartins s a mace of
electronic end recnanical equipment for gatnaring fast,
acourate =ews reororta. Tud naws gutiering rescurces cf
the gtuticn's - arsant publication ars avallubla on a dally
becls,

Lespits iniustry traands toward standarcized pro;rane
einy forzata vuriously titled "Top 40" and "avek "n nell,"
A.4J has cpaintainzd a divarsity of progrscming, and & widdle-
of-thke-road music ccnce;:t wiiich it currently lousla *Total
tadlo.*® “robebly less triolitisnal tnan 1fts major compatitor,
wJr, 1% nonsth=lasn savolds orogrum ertracase-zalint2ining a
taglie "adult® arreal., A zpultituds of cfferin:s give Detrolt
listenars a wids variety of santsrtaining radio foutures,

Ztacke of awurds und oltutions utteut to «+“J'c s=anz3
of corzunity responeibllity. n={lacting i ocorporate xunilats
that t.e station truly ssrva its public, waJd has fosterad
rany rublic affulirs soriss which have rroved hoth iaterasting

and eanli.htaning.
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Y.sd10'a growth has inde2d been impressive, In 1962,
thers are more than 3,700 AM and 1,000 kM stutions licensed
to broadcast. sbout 124,900,000 home radios mnd portables
are in use, and wvcre tian 46,500,000 autonublles are eculpped
with radics,2%9

In 1960, latast year for which figures ure
available, total rudlo revenus was {5°7,.7 million,
the highast in radlio histeory. £2ut, 13 the sace
yeur, 331 of all stations lost money,<30

In the fetroit area, WiWJ chares the broadocasting bund,
end the merket rsvanue, with 17 other AM radio etations and 22

FX outlete,
And wret of the future? Froudoseting Maguzine nredicts:

Ncbody ex~ects radlic to beocomes agsin the
canter of famrily mctivity that it was in the 1G30s
and '40s, Put neither dces anyone think it's apt
to go acft ayaln ag 1t Ald in the early post-
television 19508, or that 1t'll faill to continue
tre gradual resurgence 1t nas wude since th2n.es

The long-range future is harder to assess-
exca~t that wvirtually evary ody exvects tho radio
businecs to bs far bett:r 10, 20, or 4O years from
ncw than it is today.29¥oat also think it'l]l be a
fur different madium,

Broudcasting Fagazine did offer sovme guidepos®s:

289*;adlo at 40 knters Ita Critical Years," Proudcanting
Yarnzine, Muy 14, 1662, p. 75.

2501044,

291srud10 Foals Confidencs in Ita Future,® Fro.adc~unting
Yarazine, May 14, 1962, p. 77.

180,



171,
uny (srture, howsver, sticka out wore

than any ot r in tn9e lonr-range foraecastas,

Theat'z te rowing tole of tnd rortable radliv..e.

rad1o 1a the futwre will be far rcre

"serveral" twuun At L@ sire-ds, ctetlong wiil

have zore Alstinct rerrconuliti-s, ant adver-

tisere will te bottar ehlc €S pinrcint thelr

audienca: by cloonin;s tis tynan of audlence

tioy wanteeand they wx‘l 6,800 Lur nure zoney

in radio us a8 reoguit,

Tt 13 evicant tiab radio will yrow. The only diz-
agraerent 1iss 1a wnut direction thils arowtn will tuxe,

By nacessity, commarcirl radlo broadecartsrs are deanly
congerned with & ruze of tude and tranelators, with advers-
tiser interast or z2-athy, witn the dalicute halasce between
derandin: unlong &n?2 iz-atieant ertocxi.clders, with ancourasing
cr dlscouraginge r+tings, with loorussive or puny returns on
Invactaoonts an: witn givarnmsat directives or indeclislveness,

To tis ilgtensr, howevaer, radio iz e fazilliar ;lace
on th=» dial whzre cne cua find huwor tu rellisve sadness,
infcrxation to rsolucs imorance, s»oiritus) uslifting to
overcone darrasslon, ant:rtalnzent to vanlenh borwise, and
stizulution instsad of comrnlucentye.

cadle 13 tre lau,ntor proviked by two coaedlans who
cnllzd thersalves Aror and indy. .adio 18 the toars triygered
by an aanouncer ag &9 describad the burning of tre Leorelin
tindenborge. :.adio 1c the excit snt of a Ty Tyscn sorld
! e1r'dag broadeceet; tre terror of John laly's announcsement

that the Jauanore had bosb~d lesrl inartore.
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rudic i f1ver ve,oee's clogaet, J ok Teanny's veult,
anl Halen Trest's unendlag Liotlercs,
fothread of ralio's ratric of histiry has bLaen

carefully, palanstskla ly wov

o

1 %5 s.8, tus Lnfant that
raleal {te feeblsz volce Lo sn fadlifaraut stroit in 1920,
wndy "the werld'c first racls stution." wav, trng grand

cld dcwapar of brozicastiig, who now stands majestically
asch cerning wnd clesra hr tirost, /nd bscause she zust
precant o 7ew 41l vital f4ace to a walting aullanca each day,

ene 71ay be 42 (p 142, For osna will never grow old,
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