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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

An Overview of Approaches to Delinquent Behavior

A review of the literature on the delinquent behavior
of juveniles reveals the gang having been dealt with from
several different perspectives, Three major theoretical-
research orientations can be distinguished: the biogenic,
the psychogenic, and the sociogenic, While these orientations
are arbitrary and tend to obscure the interdependency of
significant variables, they do have utility for analytical
and huristic purposes. Nonetheless, in such different
theoretical frames of reference, different aspects of the
observational environment comes to be isolated for emphasis
while others are discarded as irrelevant. Each of these
orientations will exclude observations that may be crucial
within the logical framework of one of the other orientatioms,

Biogenic orientations present serious difficulties
for the researcher in the field of delinquent behavior. 1In
its extreme form, the biogenic position is deterministic,

An example of this type of approach would be William H, Sheldon®s
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constitutional psychology.l Sheldon believes that all humans
can be classified on the basis of three body types or somato-
types: ectomorphic, mesomorphic, and endomorphic. Accompany-
ing the characteristic of each somatotype, and visceratonia
respectively. These behavioral traits are considered by
Sheldon to be a function of the somatotype. The psychological
and/or social behavior of the individual has little to do with
the environment within which he must function; behavior is
merely and basically dependent upon the biological structure
of any given human being.

Most researchers interested in the biogenic orientation,
however, are not committed to any definite position. They,
in fact, acknowledge the legitimacy of behavioral factors.
The primary problem involved in this approach is the specifi-
cation of the precise relationship between the biological and
the behavioral dimension, Too often the difficulties in
measuring these two sets of variables are such that the precise
relationships are obscured to the point that the significance
of the biological factors is lost, The net effect of this
general problem has been to lead many investigators to make
certain assumptions about the biological dimension as it
relates to delinquent behavior,

These assumptions are sometimes explicitly acknowl-

edged but more often they are implicit within the research.
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While they take many forms there are two which are most
frequently encountered. The first of these is the assumption
that biological factors encountered in delinquent populations
do not differ significantly from those in non-delingquent popu-
lations. Such being the case, biological factors usually are
treated as a constant variable, A second frequently encoun-
tered assumption is that biological factors have no intrinsic
functional relationship to the behavior under examination;
what is important is the social meaning attributed to any
biologically based attribute. These two assumptions, along
with others, have the effect of leading many researchers to
exclude from consideration the biological dimension as such
and to proceed to account for delinquent behavior in terms
of psychogenic and/or sociogenic factors,

With respect to the second and third orientations,
the psychogenic and the sociogenic, it should be noted that
there has been some confusion between partisans of these
approaches., This confusion has resulted in part from the
tendency to emphasize the differences between these two
orientations rather than to acknowledge the similarities,

At this point, and for this reason, it is appropriate that
acknowledgement be made of an essential similarity between
the psychogenic and the sociogenic approaches to the study

of delinquent behavior.
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A careful reading of the literature indicates that,
for the most part, both orientations view delinquent behavior
as a product of social interaction that takes place within a
given time span., From this basic commonality, certain differ-
ences which distinguish the two approaches may be noted.

A major difference is that the psychogenic orientation
tends to concern itself more with social interaction during
that particular time span that takes place in the early years
of the life of a child., Moreover, certain of the writers
identified with the psychogenic approach have additionally seen
fit to elaborate a particular kind of biological set that
reputedly characterizes man.

Thus, Cohen in discussing the psychogenic approach
identifies two variants, The first takes the point of view
of classical Freudianism, by postulating the existence and
the dynamic interplay between the id, the ego, and the super-
ego. This approach emphasizes the underlying importance of
the initial years in the formation of an adequate ego and
superego as means of handling the impulsive nature of the
a-social id. "The delinquent and the criminal differ from
the normal, law-abiding person in the possession of unusually
imperious id drives or faulty ego or superego development,

. 2
resulting in the eruption of the id into illegal acts."
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A second variant of the psychogenic orientation,
discussed by Cohen, does not commonly assume that the impulse
to the delinquent act is inborn. "Rather delingquent behavior
is viewed as a symptom of, or a method of coping with, some
underlying problem of adjustment.“3 The delinquent individual
differs from the "normal" individual in that the "frustration,
deprivations, insecurities, anxieties, guilt feelings, or
mental conflicts (of the delinquent) differ in kind or in
degree from those of the non-delinquent children."4 Delin-
quent and non-delinquent actors differ in degree rather than
in kind.

As distinguished from the psychogenic approach, the
sociogenic orientation tends to place considerable less
importance upon social interaction during the early years.
Moreover, this orientation has not seen fit to develop and
elaborate a conception of man as a biological animal. The
preoccupation of the sociogenic approach has been essentially
with interaction as it is mediated by cultural patterns,

Delinquency...is not an expression or contrivance

of a particular kind of personality; it may be

imposed upon any kind of personality if circumstances
favor intimate association with delinquent models,

The process of becoming a delinquent is the same as
the process of becoming...a boy scout. The difference

lies only in_the cultural pattern with which the child
associates,
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Social scientists who have followed this approach
have seen fit to develop concepts and theory which have
increased our "understanding" of delinquent behavior. As
Cohen®s statements suggest, one major contribution has been
to see delinquency as a behavioral phenomena which is learned
in interaction with others in the social and cultural

environment,

Statement of Purpose and Problem

The purpose of this thesis is to examine critically
and assess one particular tradition within the sociogenic
approach to delinquent behavior of youth: the anomie tradition
of deviant behavior.6 The objective of this examination will
be that of identifying convergences in theory and research
and the issues within this perspective which press most
vigorously for solution. Primary attention will be given to
the following students whose contributions to and analysis of
this viewpoint have been the most influential in the last
decade: Albert K, Cohen, Richard A. Cloward, Lloyd E, Ohlin,
and Lewis Yablonsky.

This thesis will (1) examine briefly the anomie
tradition in the works of Emile Durkheim and Robert Merton,
(2) carry out a detailed analysis of the writings of Cohen,

Cloward and Ohlin, and Yablonsky for purposes of identifying



Iy

1Y) state ¢

Xmmon theoy
wiioh call f

var i Ei Al
Yaialdla il

~
Tas
“\a‘:ly we
™
e
.
<
3
=55§H-;
..‘A\l
Q
.
NSah L
<At
I
o
\\l‘.‘s -
!




similarities and convergences between these writers,

(3) state convergences of these authors which suggest a
common theoretical base, and (4) enumerate and discuss points
which call for theoretical clarification and/or empirical

verification.,

The Anomie Tradition and Its Significance

The anomie tradition as it is relevant to our concern
with delinquent and deviant behavior had its initial formu-
lation most fully developed by Emile Durkheim. Anomie was

introduced as a sociological concept in The Division of Labor

in Societf?in which it played a relatively minor and descrip-

tive role, However, with the publication of Suicide,8
Durkheim gave anomie a much more central place and is more
clearly worked out.9

Durkheim makes a distinction between two types of
human needs: physical and moral. This distinction was
essential as Durkheim saw a basic difference in the means by
which these two types of human needs could be regulated, A
human?®s physical needs are automatically regulated by features
of man®s bio-organic structure, However, such is not the
case when one is dealing with the moral or social needs of
man; nothing in man®s organic structure is capable of regu-

lating social desires, Since there is nothing in the
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biological or the physical structure of the human being to
regulate and satisfy the moral or social needs of man,
Durkheim postulates that this regulatory function must reside
in some force external to the acting individual. Durkheim
postulates that the regulatory functions for moral needs are
resident in the collective order, a force external to the
individual regulating, defining, and ordering the goals to
which men should orient their behavior and strivings. If,
for some reason or another, the collective order is disrupted,
then men?s aspirations rise exceeding all possibilities ok
realistic or possible fulfillment, Traditional rules and
norms have broken down and no longer hold a regulatory effect
upon the individual., The state of de-regulation is further
heightened by passions being less disciplined precisely when
they need more disciplining., Pressures toward deviant be-
havior arise when aspirations are no longer matched by
realistic possibilities of fulfillment.10

From Durkheim®s point of view, a society as would be
characterized by the above would be classed as a relatively
unstable society; a stable society would be one in which
men throughout the social hierarchy are more or less content
with their lot in life or aspire to achieve only what is

realistically possible for them to achieve. A stable order
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is one which men ascribe legitimacy to the criteria for the
distribution of social rewards and do not challenge the
socially defined relationship between personal worth and
location in the social hierarchy. A stable order is char-
acterized by a realistic connection between means and ends
or conditions and possibilities. This stability tends to
break down when men®s aspirations become unlimited.

Durkheim postulates that societies regulatory
functions break down and men®s aspirations rise in periods
of or under such conditions as sudden depression, sudden
prosperity, and rapid technological change. Under such
conditions, men are led to aspire to goals extremely difficult
if not totally improbable or impossible to attain, Depression
results in a chronic loss of status which can be viewed from
the societal point of view as a process of reclassification;
reclassification in the sense that a large number of indi-
viduals are cast into a lower status than their previous one,
They are not adjusted to this new class or condition which
is forced upon them by impersonal societal forces. The very
abruptness of these changes presumably heightens aspirations
beyond all possibilities of realistic and successful attain-
ment; these sudden status relocations call into question the

moral validity of the tradition moral standards. This
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10

dislocation between aspirations and realistic possibilities
of successful attainment causes men®s aspiration to rise
even higher., These conditions in a society will put a
severe strain upon the regulatory mechanisms created to main-
tain order., This societal condition is the state of normless-
ness or anomie,

It seems possible that with a condition of sudden
prosperity, the condition of anomie would be more severe
than in the state of chronic depression, In severe prosperity,
a reclassification of the involved populace also takes places
in which individuals are suddenly casted into a higher status
than the one to which they were used to. The result of
this situation is that those involved blur the boundaries
between the possible and the impossible and therefore strive
to attain goals that, to them, are realistically impossible.
People are thrown with relative suddenness out of adjustment
with certain important features of their social environment.ll
In depressions, expectations relative to the standards of
living are frustrated on a large scale. In prosperity, goals
which had seemed altogether out of the range of possibility
are now within reach or even realities. Anomie is seen by

Durkheim to be the result of the breakdown of the regulatory

functions of the collective order resulting in a dislocation
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11

between aspirations and realistic possibilities of successful
attainment,

Durkheim sees the state of anomie as a relatively
common condition of the social order. He believes it to be
the nature of the case that man®s social needs are never
satisfied; it is man®s nature to be eternally dissatisfied,
to continually advance toward an indefinite and receding
goal. It was these pressures to strive for infinite or
receding goals that generate a breakdown in the regulatory
norms or functions of the social order and lead ultimately
to a condition of non-regulation or anomie.12

Durkheim®s basic emphasis was upon the goal structure
of a given society as highlighted by the structure of means
available for their achievement. It was up to Robert Merton
to explicate the relationship between the goals and means and
the norms regulating the choice of means. Merton believes
that both goals and means can vary independently of one
another which sometimes leads to degrees of malintegrated
states or cultures.13 In the first type of malintegrated
culture the stress of the different individuals is upon the
goals while little corresponding stress is laid upon the means
of attaining these goals. "There may develop a very heavy,

at times a virtually exclusive, stress upon the value of
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12

particular goals, involving comparatively little concern with
the institutionally prescribed means of striving toward these
goals.“14 The second polar type of malintegrated culture is
constituted by overwhelming stress upon the means of goal
attainment but in which there is no stress upon the end of
action; the end or goal is lost sight of in view of a concen-
tration upon the means. "A second polar type is found in
groups where activities originally conceived as instrumental
are transmitted into self-contained practices, lacking further
objectives, The original purposes are forgotten and close
adherence to institutionally prescribed conduct becomes a
matter of ritual."15
Merton delineated the two polar types of malintegrated

cultures as "ideal types." Therefore, Merton concludes most
societies can be characterized as only by degree approximating
these extreme or polar types. The usual case is some balance
between an emphasis upon the goals of social action and upon
the means to these goals.

Between these extreme types are societies which main-

tain a rough balance between emphases upon cultural

goals and institutionalized practices, and these con-

stitute the integrated and relatively stable, though
changing, societies,
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13

An effective equilibrium between these two phases

of social structure is maintained so long as satis-

factions accrue to individuals conforming to both

cultural constraints, viz,, satisfactions from the

achievement of goals and satisfactions emerging

directly from the institutionally canalized modes

of striving to attain them,

Merton contends that this balance between stresses upon means
and goals is maintained so long as a person or groups of
people gain satisfaction by attaining the goal by the socially
prescribed mode of goal attainment.

Merton®s interest is in the society where there is an
exceptionally strong emphasis upon specific goals without a
corresponding emphasis upon the institutional procedures which
regulate the choice of means. Attenuation between the goals
and norms comes about because man in such societies internal-
ize an emphasis upon common success goals under conditions
of varying access to them. With such differential emphasis
upon goals and institutional procedures, these procedures
may be lost sight of and the behavior of individuals will be-
come limited only by considerations of limited technical
expediency. In a social situation in which the emphasis is
upon means rather than ends the significant question becomes
"which of the available procedures is most efficient in netting

the culturally approved value?"17 The stress upon the

efficiency of the procedure becomes the guiding factor rather
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14

than upon its cultural legitimacy. It matters little whether
or not the chosen procedure is defined by society as legiti-
mate or illegitimate, rather what is significant, is whether
or not the procedure is a technically effective method of
attaining the cultural value,.

Merton®s basic hypothesis revolves around the inter-
relationships between the cultural and social structures and
the creation of deviant behavior, "It is my central hypothesis
that aberrant behavior may be regarded sociologically as a
symptom of dissociation between culturally prescribed aspira-
tions and socially structured avenues for realizing these
aspirations."18 If there is a dislocation or a differential
distribution of socially structured means for the attainment
of universally specified cultural values, aberrant behavior
will be the result. It seems that Merton sums up his thesis
in the following statement: "It is only when a system of
cultural values extols, virtually above all else, certain
common success goals for the population at large while the
social structure rigorously restricts or completely closes
access to approved modes of reaching these goals for a con-
siderable part of the same population that deviant behavior

19

ensues on a large scale.” This is to say that the cultur-

ally structured ends or values are universally given to a
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certain segment of the population. Within this segment,

the social structure differentially distributes the
acceptable modes of goal attainment. It is this condition,
the dissociation between the cultural and social structures
that pushes the individual into deviant behavior. The focus
is upon the way in which the individual reacts to the social
structural strain upon the cultural structure which results
in deviant behavior.

The result of this process is the state of anomie
which can be conceived as "a breakdown in the cultural struc-
ture, occurring particularly when there is an acute dis-
junction between the cultural norms and goals and the socially
structured capacities of members of the group to act in accord
with them."20 The dislocation between goals and norms (the
cultural structure) and the institutionalized means (the
social structure) results in a state of anomie.

Seemingly, Merton extends the concept of anomie and
its relationship to deviance in several ways as compared to
Durkheim, First, Durkheim®s concentration on anomie con-
ceives it as the social situation ensuing when the regulatory
functions of the collective order break down. Anomie is not

a relationship among individual actors, rather it is a

societal condition wherein there is no normative structure or
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expectations to guide behavior., Durkheim?s concern was with
the processes which facilitate this breakdown and how the
individual faced with unlimited aspirations without realistic
possibilities of successful attainment., Merton does not see
the necessity of unlimited aspirations but rather aspirations
which are universally given to a population but which the
corresponding means of legitimate attainment are not given.
The goals or aspirations do not necessarily have to be un-
limited for the emergence of the state of anomie; anomie is
entirely possible in a condition of limited goal aspirations
as long as the goal is universally given and the means are
differentially distributed.

Secondly, Merton®s extention of Durkheim gives us
the opportunity to examine the occurrence of anomie in societal
conditions more frequently encountered. Durkheim postulated
anomie to emerge when the regulatory controls of the collective
order are disrupted., This disruption occurs for Durkheim
under conditions of rapid social and institutional change,
e.g., chronic depression, These are conditions that are not
the usual situation characteristic of any society. They all
involve a chronic reclassification of the status positions of
the individuals within the society. Merton®s extention allows

us to examine the causes of deviant behavior in the normal
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functioning of the social order, Situation of crisis then
become only special instances affecting the basic relation-
ship between aspirations and opportunities,

Merton®s extention allows us to make distinctions
regarding the severity of pressures toward deviant behavior
which originate at different points in the social structure.
Durkheim does not take into account explicitly the differen-
tials as to the susceptability to anomie of the different
classes. Merton®s reformulation allows us to view the middle
class as having a greater access to the socially structured
means of goal attainment than is the case with those of the
lower class,

In summary, Durkheim sees anomie as the result of the
breakdown of the traditional normative structure of the
society because of a sudden reclassification of the populace
in status categories to which they are not accustomed. Merton
conceives anomie as a breakdown in the cultural structure
occurring particularly where there is an acute disjuncture
between the cultural norms and the socially structured
capacities of the populace to act in accordance with these
norms, Deviant behavior is seen, by Merton, as symptomatic

of a breakdown or dissociation between the cultural and
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social structures, When aspirations and achievement are
not in line with one another, and when common success-goals
are expected of a large segment of the same population,
deviant behavior will occur on a wide scale. The type of
deviant behavior that will occur depends greatly upon the
ability of the individual to reject both the means and the
norms of the society.

The anomie tradition has significance for this
study in that it has become a major theoretical framework
underlying a number of studies of gang delinquency. These
studies basically see delinquent subcultures as the collec-
tive solution to various problems of adjustment that are
shared and communicated by a number of interacting individuals,
The explicit behavioral content of the subculture can
possibly be explained by a reference to the psychodynamics
of the individuals concerned. But foremost and basically,
the creation and the maintenance of the delinquent subculture
is seen to lie in the discrepancy between the culturally
given common success-goals and the socially structured
differentials in availability of access to institutionalized
means of successful attainment. As indicated, the focus of

this study is upon a selected group of sociologists whose
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recent work best expands this perspective,*

*Developing outside of the anomie tradition but with
a major interest in delinquent subcultures has been the
"Chicago School" tradition., Thrasher, who can be taken as
an illustration of this approach, largely focused on the
process by which individuals are indoctrinated into a delin-
quent subculture by their initial exposure to norms supporting
law violation and their eventual incorporation into the
criminal role expectations characteristic of the members of
the delinquent subculture, The problem to which this tradition
addresses itself is the explanation of the acquisition of the
delinquent values and norms by a sociological study of the ,
social processes and organization of the urban slum. ., /"
Thrasher sees the delinquent gang as the logical dpﬁéiopment
or outgrowth of the spontaneously formed_piayJEroups formed
in the socially and culturall¥/@;§65ganized interstitial
area. Those play-groups ,that persist do so because of a
conflictual e%gmgﬁt in their relationship with other gangs
and with!/ €he’ larger context of society. The rationale behind
the &xclusion of the "Chicago School" from consideration is
because its conceptualization of the etiology of the delin-
quent gang or subculture is significantly different from
that of the anomie tradition, which assumes that the delin-
quent subculture or gang is the result of a collective
solution to a mutually shared and communicated problem of
adjustment resulting from a perceived discrepancy between
the cultural and the social structures .22

.
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CHAPTER II

ANALYTICAL MODEL

This analysis of the anomie tradition as repre-
sented by our four authors presents serious analytical
problems., What is called for is more than various summary
statements of the different theoretical positions; what is
needed is a means by which the different theories of these
authors can be isolated and compared and through which the
variations and similarities in theoretical perspectives can
be identified. Several analytical models suitable for the
needs of this study are currently available., The model
adopted herein is the Processually Articulated Structural
Model (PAS Model) developed by Dr. Charles P, Loomis.l In
Figure 1 the reader can visualize the structure of the PAS

*
Model.

In this chapter, Albert Cohen, Richard Cloward and
Lloyd Ohlin, and Lewis Yablonsky will be analyzed according
to the structural-functional categories of the PAS Model,

the master or comprehensive process, and the conditions of

*
For an explication and visual representation of

the PAS Model, the reader is referred to Appendix I.

21
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social action. In the subsequent chapter, the material so
analyzed will be utilized in order to state various propo-
sitions which will develop the core agreement of these three
positions., In addition a second set of propositions will be
developed which will alert the reader to those areas within
that particular use of the anomie tradition which need further

theoretical specification and/or empirical research.

Knowing

Belief as an Element: Albert Cohen

Cohen states that for every role in every conceivable
social structure "there are certain kinds of action and belief
patterns which function as signs of membership.“2 To the
extent that an individual wishes to assume membership in
the delinquent subculture, he will be motivated to assume
those signs and incorporate them within his personality and
his behavioral frame of reference. In this sense, the
delinquent subculture constitutes a salient reference group
to which the individual in question orientates his moti-
vational and belief structures, The delinquent gang can be
seen as both a normative and status reference group,
modification of the belief structure facilitates not only the
Yassage into a new group but also acts as a mechanism of

anticipatory socialization.
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Correspondingly, when an observer views the delin-
quent subculture from his point of view, he may reach the
conclusion that the group, though it be stable, has no
definable interactional patterns which would enhance the
creation and stability of the group. On the contrary, Cohen
states, "the delinquent subculture is not a disembodied set
of beliefs and practices but is carried and supported by
groups with distinctive organization and distinctive personnel.“3
As we shall see later, the delinquent subculture is defined
by the normative structure to which it adheres; here we see
that the delinquent subculture, viewed from the social
systems point of view, is characterized by a pattern of belief
which defines the distinctive practices that it engages in.
The delinquent subculture is set apart from the social system
in terms of both its belief and its normative structures. At
no point does Cohen develop the content of the delinquent
beliefs, but he does speak of them as being middle-—class
norms "up-side down."4 What is believed to be true and false
in the conventional world is turned around in the delinguent®s
world,

The characteristic qualities of the behavioral
system of the delinquent subculture are isolated by Cohen

as negativistic, non-utilitarian, and malicious.5 From
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these characterizations, implicit conceptualizations of
Cohen'®s thoughts on the content of delinquent beliefs can
be gained, for Cohen states:

every choice expresses a preference, and every

preference reflects something about the chooser or

his circumstances that endows the object of his

choice with some special quality as virtue., The

choice is nog self-explanatory nor is it arbitrary

or rendered.
The content of the delinquent subculture is obviously viewed
from the viewpoint of the middle-class. It is obvious from
Cohen's prior statements of the content that the subculture
is operating at variance with middle-class expectations.
This peculiar behavioral content does reveal something of
the actor, and in this case it is elements of his belief
structure., The belief structure of the delinquent is dia-
metrically opposed to the middle-class expectations,

The delinquent subculture must be viewed in relation
to not in isolation from the larger social system. Both
society and the subculture are to be characterized as social
systems, and subculture being but a single component in the
complex makeup of society. Since both are social systems,

they are bound to be characterized by a system of values and

beliefs. It is essential to Cohen®s thesis in Delinquent Boys

that the values and beliefs of the delinquent subculture are
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at variance with those of the wider social system; as we
shall see later, the status criteria of the delinquent sub-
culture are virtually those of the middle-class society only
they are inverted.

Reflection on the conflict features of gangs and

on their variable distribution in the social order

has led to a conception of gangs as carriers of

subcultures: systems of values and beliefs peculiar

to the gang world or those segments of the social

order in which the gangs are located and that are at

variance.,with the values and beliefs of the larger

society.

The relationship between behavior and belief is ably
tied together by Cohen in his conceptualization of the self:
"The self is an interrelated set of beliefs and attitudes of
the actor."8 The self is composed of the self-image, the
self-expectation, and the self-judgment., The self-image is
simply that which the actor believes to be true about himself
in any given situation or at any given time,., The self-expec-
tation is that which the person expects of himself; the self-
expectation can be equated with the self or ego ideal. The
self-judgment is that which is the result of the interaction
between the self-image and the self-ideal.

Since behavior is oriented toward the maintenance and

enhancement of the self, we can see that the beliefs that a

person holds will be a great determinant in the behavior that



one man

that wo

v v
e Del

beravie



26

one manifests. Delinquent behavior would be seen to be the
result of the belief on the part of the individual that he is
a delinquent, i.e.,, the self would include delinquent defini-
tions. Because of these definitions, behavior would be chosen
that would be consonant with this definition thus reinforcing
the belief., A vicious circle is formed between belief,
behavior appropriate to the belief, and subsequent reinforce-
ment of the belief.

The actor tends to select, in any given situation,

from possibilities open to him, that mode of action

that is most likely to reduce the discrepancy between

the self-image, self-demands, and thereby_maintain
or enhance a satisfactory self=judgment.

Belief as an Element: Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin

Cloward and Ohlin state that "every culture provides
its members with appropriate beliefs, values, attitudes and
norms to carry out required activities."lo It is logical to
assume that what is characteristic of the saociety as a whole
is, to a certain degree, characteristic of its sub-systems,
While an individual is being socialized into the subculture,
he acquires characteristic patterns of describing the world
about him which enables him to perform the requisite functions

to his being a group member.
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These perceptions and descriptions of the world
enable him to "understand, discriminate, predict and interpret
the actions of others in relation to himself as a member of
the subculture.11 As these perceptions and descriptions of
reality are continually reinforced, they "acquire the force
of belief,“12 and are transmitted to future members as part
of the subcultural tradition. Once the sub-culture generates
and endows a "force of belief" to the world-views, they are
"turned around upon the group and mobilized to support its
prescriptions, which become elaborated as a set of norms for
directing and controlling the behavior of its members."13
Beliefs form the substructural basis for the process of gang
behavior; there is an inter-weaving of belief with sanction,
power, norm and evaluation. These beliefs or world-views
function to support the characteristic behavior of the sub-
culture.

Members of the criminal subculture believe the world
to be populated by "smart guys" and "suckers" . . .
The members of the conflict gang see their "turf"
surrounded by enemies . . . The retreatists regard
the world about them as populated by “"squares."l4

Cloward and Ohlin see belief as one of the major
components which determine whether an individual will seek the

delinquent adaptation. The crucial variable is the relation-

ship of the individual to the societal normative structure.
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The first condition for the evolution of a subcultural adapta-
tion is that the individual be "freed from committment to a
belief in the legitimacy of certain aspects of the existing
organization of conventional means.“15 To become delinquent,
the individual must retract his sentiment of legitimacy from
the conventional means-ends relationship and divest this
legitimacy upon normative structures characteristic of one
of the delinquent patterns.
Cloward and Ohlin see the "conversation of gestures"
and the resulting social support to be important variables
in determining whether or not the individual will become
delinquent; important in this connection is bel ief. The
creation of social supports needs the belief structure of
the individual as a mechanism for consensual validation.
Delinquency can be an isolated adaptation, but in most cases,
delinquency is a group effort at problem-solving and as such
needs the support of both beliefs and the behavior of others.
"The deviant requires not only justifying beliefs but also
social validation of the appropriateness of his deviant acts."l6
Through the process of the communication of sentiment,
the different individuals make it known to each other that
they are in need of a means to alleviate the problems to

which their behavior is a response, The individuals need a
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mechanism by which they can transfer not only their behavior
but also their belief as to the legitimacy of delinquent norms.
"The emerging subculture acquires a set of beliefs and values
which rationalize the shift in norms as a natural response

to a trying situation."17 Belief functions as a method of
ego-defense insulating the individual from guilt feelings

which would arise in the course of their behavior.

Belief as an Element: Lewis Yablonsky

In this description of the dynamics of the leadership
of the violent gang, Yablonsky sees the element of belief as
intricately tied to the power that the gang leader has or, more
realistically, wishes he had. "Gang leaders conjure up vast
networks of gang alliances . . . to fulfill their own needs
and those of their gang®s members for power."18 In these
systemic linkages between the gang and other gangs in their
immediate neighborhood or in the community, the leader is
attempting to fortify the belief on the part of the members
and within himself that the gang of which he is the leader is
the toughest, strongest, and most powerful gang in the city.
This belief focuses back upon the leader to fortify internal
feélings of inferiority and to act out power roles which he

could not achieve when he was younger,., The belief of the
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relationships between their gang and others serves to give
the members a sense of security and power. "Gang members
want to believe, and thus do believe, that their leaders
control vast networks of gang relationships that can be called
forth for gang warfare and defense purposes even though their
assumptions are not valid."19

Yablonsky uses the element of belief in connection
with differential ranking, "Despite the different degrees
of participation (core or marginal), and the individualized
interpretations of gang membership, a unifying bond among
gang members is the belief that through gang membership they
acquire prestige and status.“20 As we shall see under the
element end, this ranking, status, or prestige process occurs
in isolation from the criteria that are given by the con-
ventional society. The status and prestige that are conferred
upon the individual member is that which is given by the gang
in reward for an individual®s adherence to gang beliefs and
dictates., Those individuals who are most capable of violent
behavior are those who are most highly valued by the gang
and are thusly given the highest degrees of prestige and
status by the gang.

"Duke" was the name given to the sociopathic leader

of the "Balkans" by Yablonsky. The Balkans were one of the
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gangs that consolidated with others and who killed Michale
Farmer and seriously injured Roger McShane, This consoli-
dation of the Balkans with a number of other gangs did not
happen just by chance, but was rationally planned and thought
out by the leaders or core members of the Balkans. This was
not the first time that this group had been engaged in an all-
out gang war. Previously, the Balkans were having trouble
with the "Villains."

The Balkans and the Villains were about to have their
rumble, Duke describes his emotional situation as a combin-
ation of the "japs" by the Villains and the personal troubles
that he was having. In this sense we can see the tie between
belief and sentiment as contributing factors in arousing the
emotional fervor within Duke. In a statement by Duke, we
can see the convergence of belief and sentiment:

The Villains always came down to steal money--they

always picked on small kids. I%ve been beaten up

and robbed by them twice for no reason . . . No, I
wouldn®t have fought them if my grandfather hadn®t

died., He always used to give me advice. When he

died I sort of went to pieces and I figured that I

just had to get even for something, I had nobody

to turn to then., I couldn®t talk to my father, so that®s
when I decided thatzihe Villains would have to pay for
what they had done.

Two elements of Duke's emotional makeup are obvious, First,

there were the continued attacks upon Duke®s neighborhood by
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the Villains. Second, and most important, is the fact that
Duke's grandfather had died. There is no logical connection
between the attacks by the Villains and the death of Duke's
grandfather, From the above statement it is clear that Duke
was able to talk to his grandfather about his feelings and
his thoughts. When his grandfather died, there was no one
who could take his place. It seems as though the grandfather
was a sounding board upon which Duke could take out his
personal problems; Qith the death of his grandfather Duke
had no one who could serve him in the same capacity. Because
of the emotional state which Duke was in, he unconsciously
blamed the Villains for the death of his grandfather. Con-
sciously, this feeling was manifested by the desire to pay the
Villains back for what they had done. There was a belief on
the part of Duke that "his problem could be solved in an all-
out gang war to %teach everyone a lesson once and for all.‘"22
A most interesting belief is manifested by one of the
core members at the time when a name for the club was being
chosen., Jay, according to Duke, kept insisting that the name
of the club be the Balkans. Yablonsky relates that in later
interviews Jay revealed that he had been studying the Balkan

states in European History. "He claimed, in his own fashion,

that their gang was in an embattled military position similar
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to that of the European Balkan states at a particular time in
history, *locked in by enemies.'"23 This belief can character-
ize the entire gang at the time before the rumble with the
Villains,

The most important relationship is that between
belief and the size of the gang. At a time before the rumble,
there was a meeting between Duke and a gang leader from the
Harlem Syndicate, In their discussion, the mutual distortion
of the belief of gang size that transpired is obvious. Duke
claimed that at the time of the trouble he would have control
over 2,000 boys. Turk, from the Harlem Syndicate, exceeded
Duke's estimate by over 3,000.24 "Each supported the other's
gang size and seemed to get satisfaction and security from
hearing all about the powerful alliance which had apparently
been further cemented by this conference."25 Don't call my
bluff and I won't call yours, was the overriding tempo of
the meeting. "In Duke's world others were always attacking
and he and the Balkans were fighting defensive battles.

Duke?®s dreams of glory and defense were somewhat exaggerated

2
conceptions of what most Balkans thought and felt." 6
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Cognitive Mapping and Validation as Process:
Albert Cohen, Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin

Our authors are not directly nor specifically con-
cerned with cognitive mapping and validation as process.,
Neither Cohen nor Cloward and Ohlin are concerned with the
process by which belief is generated, rather they are con-
cerned with the function that belief performs for the
insulation of the delinquent response, once it has occurred.
What seems to be in close approximation to these processes is
the creation of the delinquent subculture and its concomitant
normative and value structural changes. Cohen gives us a
hint at this process in his discussion of the "negative
polarity" of the delinquent norms with those of the middle
class.

. . . the delinguent subculture takes its norms from
the larger culture but turns them upside down. The
delinquent?®s conduct is right, by the standards of
his subculture, precisely because it is wrong by the
norms of the larger culture,

As we will see later, communication is a crucial
process for this development. Therefore, what can be implied
to be the processes of cognitive mapping and validation will
be more specifically dealt with under the master process of

communication. Suffice it here to say that through the "con-

versation of gestures”" and following interpersonal communication,
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the different individuals are able to come together and
facilitate each others methods for problem reduction., This
is the creation of the delinquent subculture. Although our
authors stress different points in the process of this
development, they agree that the delinquent subculture is a
mechanism for problem-solving. It is a problem which the
individual cannot solve alone., The delinquent subculture is

an attempt at joint problem-solving behavior,

Cognitive Mapping and Validation as Process: Lewis Yablonsky

The process of cognitive mapping is not specifically
dealt with by Yablonsky at any place within the text. The
only place where this process can even be inferred is in the
relationship between belief and power. "Gang members want to
believe, and thus do believe, that their leaders control vast
networks of gang relationships . . ."28 Like belief, the
process of cognitive mapping seems to be closely tied to the
psychic needs of the members of the gang. It seems that
whatever a member needs to feel or believe in order to feel
secure and powerful is infused with the power of belief and,
because a member wants to believe, he does believe., Whether

the belief is right or wrong as compared to the facts seems

to be of little importance to either the gang leader or to
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the gang members for, as Yablonsky states, the "assumptions
are not valid."29 Cognitive mapping is used to reinforce the
beliefs which reinforce the needs for power and prestige that
the gang members feel. These vast networks of gang and
syndicate alliances are "conjured up to fulfill their (the
leader®s) own needs and those of their members for power."30

Be it true or not, if something is believed as true or false,

it is defined as true or false.

Feeling

Sentiment as an Element: Albert Cohen

Cohen deals with the concept of sentiment as defined
in the PAS Model only by implication. In the delineation of
the content of the delinquent subculture, Cohen states that
the gang is characterized by non-utilitarian, malicious,
negativistic, and short-run hedonic behavior.31 It seems as
though each characteristic is a definite reaction to the
delinquent®s perception and conception of the world as they
conceive it.

The malicious behavior is seen as "an enjoyment in
the discomfort of others, a delight in the defiance of

2 ‘q .
taboos . . ."3 Toughness, hostility and agression are
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displayed to everyone who is not in some way connected with
the gang. "There is a keen delight in terrorizing *good®*
children, in driving them from playgrounds and gyms for which
the gang itself may have little use . . . " 1In the school
situation, this malicious content is perhaps the most evident,
The teacher and her rules are not merely something
onerous to be evaded; they are flouted. There is an
element of active spite and malice, contempt and
ridicule, challenge and defiance ., . . symbolized by
defecating on the teacher®s desk.
This malicious content seems to suggest the negativistic con-
tent of the gang., The subculture is not simply a set of rules
and beliefs that are in ways different from the norms of the
conventional society, rather they are both qualitatively and

quantatively different. "It would appear at least plausable

that it (the delinquent subculture) is defined by its negative
33

polarity to these (middle class) norms . . . .
Cohen believes that "every society is internally
differentiated into numerous sub-groups, each with ways of
thinking and doing that in some respects peculiarly its own
. . . ."34 It is one of Cohen's basic themes that the
problems to which the working class boy has to adjust to are

problems which are characteristically problems of the class

to which he belongs. It is this class membership and the
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corresponding frames of reference, types of aspirations,

and opportunities available which determine whether or not
he will become delinquent. The problem to which he responds
is that of status problems resulting in status discontent
and frustration,

Cohen uses the concept of sentiment in a most basic
sense, Cohen®s thesis is that delinquency is a response to
a frustrating situation in which the working class boy has
failed in his status aspirations. In a society such as
America, the culture demands that all strive for success.
The youth are given for comparison the widest possible status
universe. Against this universe, the youth is to measure
himself; the working child, as all others, must "measure him-
self and seek status against all comers."35 It is the
structural imperative that the working class boy will fail
in his status aspirations, and suffer what is termed status
discontent or status frustration. Cohen suggests that it is
this problem for which the delinquent subculture serves as a
vehicle for solution, by creating a status universe against
which the working class boy can achieve status in his own
eyes and in those of his fellows; the delinquent subculture

puts status aspirations within realistic bounds. The delin-

quent subculture serves to help the youth repudiate the
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morality of the middle class and ascribe legitimacy to the
norms of the delinquent group. The "delinquent subculture
. . . permits no ambiguity of the status of the delinquent
relative to anyone else."36 In terms of the negative polarity
to the middle class norms, nonconformity to the expectations
of these norms, confers status upon the delinquent.

Choice or commitment to the norms of the middle
class is withdrawn, raises a question., "May we assume that
when the delinquent seeks to obtain unequivocal status by
repudiating . . . the norms of the college-boy culture, these
norms undergo total extinction? Or do they . . . linger on
. . . repressed . . . but an everpresent threat to the adjust-
ment which has been achieved at no small cost."37 In this
context, Cohen makes the assumption that the corner-boy has
not completely repudiated the norms of the middle class.
Because of his partial commitment to two confusing sets of
norms, the corner-boy is overtly manifesting the norms of the
delinquent subculture; but at the same time, the conventional
norms are continually pressing for recognition. The result
of this situation is anxiety, which is handled or kept
within limits by the process of reaction formation.38 This
has the function of securing the actor against an inner threat

to his defenses as well as "the function of meeting an external
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. . ) 3
situation on its own terms."

The full-fledged corner-boy culture temporizes with
middle class morality; the delinquent subculture does
not . . . . It is precisely here ., . . in the refusal
to temporize, that the delinquent subculture holds its
appeal.

Sentiment as an Element:
Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin

Cloward and Ohlin deal explicitly and to great
lengths with sentiment, Seﬁtiment, as an element, is
dealt with on both the societal and the sub-system level. 1In
their discussion of the basic differences between the official
and the delinguent norms, the delinquent is characterized by
exhibiting "behavior that violates the basic norms of the
society, and, when officially known, it evokes a judgment by
agents of criminal justice that such norms have been vio-
lated."41 In making a decision as to whether or not the norm
violation is permissible or not, agents of criminal justice
take sentiments on the part of the delinquent heavily into
account, These agents look into the relationship between the
attitude or sentiment and the act of norm violation. A delin-
quent act may be committed because of ignorance, carelessness
or by accident; the individual may be willing to fully
support the existing rules and see them as binding on his

conduct.42
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A delinquent act that is supported by delinquent
attitudes is a different story. "When delinquent behavior
is supported by delinquent attitudes, the offender challenges
the authority of the social expectations which he has vio-
lated; his sentiment and behavior are not in conflict but
reinforce one another."43 The delinquent act that is committed
by carelessness, ignorance, or by accident is viewed by
Cloward and Ohlin not to be as serious as a delinquent act
committed and reinforced by a pattern of delinquent attitudes,
In the latter case, the attribute of legitimacy is
still invested upon the conventional norms of conduct; in the
former case, the attribute of legitimacy has been withdrawn
from the conventional norms and divested upon norms supported
by the delinquent subculture,
This attempt to identify the attitude underlying the
act reflects an interest in establishing the existing
and degree of the offender's commitment to a set of
norms in opposition to those of the official system,
The delinquent act that springs from a well-organized
set of delinquent norms to which the offender fully
subscribes is generally viewed as more serious by
the agents of criminal justice than a careless or
unwitting law violation,44
The question of the normative structure to which the
delinquent and the conventional individual is committed

brings us to another important use of the element of sentiment.

Legitimacy can be seen in relation to normative structures as
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an individual characteristic of attributing a rightness or
moral validity to the prescriptions. Cloward and Ohlin state
that "a person attributes legitimacy to a system of rules

and corresponding models of behavior when he accepts them as
binding on his conduct."45 Behavioral compliance is not
enough to create legitimacy of a normative structure. Be-
havioral compliance must be combined with a corresponding
attitude of acceptance before we can say that the norms are
invested with an attitude of legitimacy. The defining
characteristic of legitimacy is, then, the incorporation of
behavioral compliance with an attitude of legitimacy, moral
validity, or acceptance with respect to norms. Sentiment

and behavior must be allied in a given course of action before
that course is seen, from the individual®s standpoint, as
legitimate,

Sentiment is also very closely connected with the
delinguent subculture as it relates itself to the normative
structure of society. "The delinquent subculture calls for
the withdrawal of sentiments supporting official norms and
the tendering of allegiance to competing norms."46 Members
of the delinquent subculture have withdrawn their sentiments
or attitudes of legitimacy from the official norms and have
transferred the sentiments to the norms of the delinquent

subculture.
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Sentiment is used by the delinquent as an effective
technique for neutralizing the regulatory effect of con-
ventional norms.47 This process will become more evident
in the section on status-role performance, because sentiment
as used in this way is characteristic of three different
subcultural types. It would be appropriate to illustrate
the different ways in which sentiment is used in these differ-
ent subcultures.48 In the criminal subculture, sentiment is
used most specifically as a technique of neutralization. The
delinquent sees successful people in the conventional world
as having a "racket." He regards members of the conventional
world as "suckers," and exhibits hostility and distrust toward
them.49 In the conflict pattern, sentiment is manifested in
what might be called the ideal-image: "great stress on courage,
the defense of his group, and the maintenance of honor.“50
In the retreatist pattern, the individual, by the use of nar-
cotic drugs, "seeks an almost spiritual and mystical knowledge
that is experienced when one comes to know *'it! at the height
of one's kick."51

Sentiment is also manifested in relationship to the
value placed on educational attainment in the working class.
In discussing the concept of barriers to legitimate opportunity,

Cloward and Ohlin identify the lack of educational attainment
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on the part of the working class as a structural barrier to
legitimate opportunity structures, In the literature it is
commonly believed that the working class places no emphasis
on educational attainment; Cloward and Ohlin take a different
point of view, "For any member of the lower class struggling
to maintain a minimum level of subsistence, the goal of
advanced education must seem remote indeed.“52 The reason
for the lack of educational attainment in the working classes
is not that they do not have an attitude favorable to education,
but because of the pressures of living, combined with the
structural differentials in the availability of educational
opportunities, the members of the working class cannot
increase their educational levels. Hence, the means available
to some members of the social structure are denied other
members by virtue of their position in the class structure.
Cloward and Ohlin use the concept of sentiment as a
basic tool in their explanation of the dynamics of working
class aspirations and feelings of failure. Since discrepancies
between aspirations and opportunity are likely to be experi-
enced more intensely at some social positions than at others,
persons in status locations where the discrepancy is most
acute "may develop a common perception and sense of indignation

about their disadvantages as contrasted with the advantages
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of others."53 In this connection, the commitment of an
individual or group to any given normative structure is
based on two factors: (1) The moral validity of the norms,
and (2) the rational expediency of the norms.54 "When the
individual defines his commitment to the dominant system of
norms on the basis of expediency . . . his sentiments may be-
come attached to some competing set of norms more to his
advantage."55
"To understand the growth of the delinquent sub-
cultures, we must identify more explicitly the social conditions
under which alienation from established norms and the accept-
ance of illegitimate models of behavior occurs.," Cloward
and Ohlin discuss the concept of alienation, defined as "a
process of withdrawal of attributions of legitimacy from
established norms," as a result of the experienced failure
of the working class in their aspirations, The basic question
is: where is the cause of the failure located, within the
individual or within the social order (as viewed by the
actor)? The answer to that question has a determining effect
on the creation of delinquency.56
In attributing the cause of failure, one can blame
either himself or the social order. It is Cloward and

Ohlin®s thesis that the attribution of failure to oneself,
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rather than to the social order, signals an attitude of
acceptance or legitimacy toward the social order. Conversely,
if one attributes the cause of failure to the social order,
the situation is ripe for the withdrawal of sentiment from

the norms and the divestment of legitimacy on delinquent norms.
"Those who appraise themselves as better equipped than their
fellows according to the formal criteria of advancement are
inclined to blame the system rather than themselves when their
expectations of achievement are not met."s7 It makes no
difference whether the individual is or is not to blame, it

is the individual®s perception of the situation that is all
important.

Failure under conditions such as these leads the
individual to feel unjustly deprived and attribute the cause
of failure to the social order, "A sense of being unjustly
deprived of access to opportunity to which one is entitled is
common among those who become participants in delinquent sub-
cultures."58 The sense of unjust deprivation can play a
significant role in the withdrawal of legitimacy from
official norms.59 A sense of relative injustice encourages
the individual to withdraw sentiment of legitimacy from the

social order and to search for a more efficient means to

achieve his aspirations. According to this position, the



47

withdrawal of sentiment from the existing institutional
arrangements and their displacement onto delingquent norms
is the sufficient cause of the creation and emergence of

the delinquent subculture.

Sentiment as an Element: Lewis Yablonsky

Perhaps one of the most important ways in which we
can see the element of sentiment is in the reasons given by
most of the boys for the creation of the gang. "The usual
overt rationale given by gang boys for the origin of the gang
is related to their felt needs for defense and protection.“60
This sentiment or feeling about the relation of the individual
or the gang to the surrounding environment has been seen be-
fore in the statement by Jay that the gang lay in a relation-
ship to its surroundings as "locked in by enemies.“61

As will be dealt with under the master process of
socialization, it is Yablonsky®s contention that the core
member or the leaders of the violent gang are personalities,
Given a certain type of neighborhood, it is not enough to
simply describe it for this does not explain why some boys
join the violent gang and others the social and delinquent
gangs, and it does not explain why some are not involved in

delinquent or violent behavior while others are., In order to

explain certain of these facts, one must analyze the individual
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on the psychological or the social psychological level of
analysis., As such Yablonsky concerns himself with the per-
sonality dynamics of the violent youths.

"Many gang leaders manifest paranoid delusions of
persecution and grandeur.," Yablonsky never states,but very
heavily implies that these paranoid delusions stem from the
violent gang members® feeling of insecurity and the acting
out of powerful roles that were not available in their youth
or that they were not able to play. "In some cases they are
attempting to compensate and adjust serious personality dis-
orders through acting in the role of powerful but pseudoleaders."”
It must be realized that these delusions are not completely
individualized adaptations to a stressful situation for there
is some element of foundation in reality. "There is some
anchorage of reality to their distortions of the world around
them." They do not live in a complete fantasy world, since
their pseudocommunity is "shared by many others in the world
of the gang and the 'legitimate® larger society."62

The development of the feeling of security seems to
be most important to the boys in the violent gang. As we
have already seen under the element of belief, there are
various attempts on the part of the leaders to create either

real or imagined alliances with brother gangs that can be
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called up in the time of a war. "Brother gangs are used as
artificial weapons to impress gang enemies and to give the
gang members themselves a feeling of security.“63 These
alliances and gang contracts are most often mutual distortion
associations used to instill fear in one's enemies and at

the same time to give both the leader and the members a sense
of power and security respectively. On occasion, these
alliances and affiliations are actually produced for a gang
war; however, when they appear, it is generally a spontaneously
generated action rather than something deliberately and con-
sciously planned.

The clearest manifestation of sentiment is evident
in the gang war, Yablonsky states '"gang warfare has no clear
purpose or consensus of definition for all participants."64
The gang war is an opportunity to gain status and reputation
within the gang plus the fact that the war gives them the
opportunity to channel "aggression and hostilities they have
about other personal matters" onto a scapegoat, i.e., the
rival gang. Because of the latent functions that the gang
war performs for the members, the war will occur at times when
it is most needed by the members. For this reason, "picayune
reasons are exaggerated and spread through gang networks in

distorted ways to inflame many géng members into battle."65
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The gang members® emotions and sentiments are fanned through
interactions and produce a group contagion, From such
reasons as territory, a bad look, talking to a certain girl,
a war can be generated which will turn into a major battle.
The gang war is clearly the overt manifestation of an under-
lying emotion that must be displaced upon some object other
than the self to be acted out. Gang warfare serves the
function of "legitimizing" the aggressive impulses underlying
the dominant personality type in the violent gang.

In the community of the violent gang there is a split
between the generations of the youth and his parents. "The
breakdown of a meaningful relationship between violent gang
youths and the only adults who have even a minimal interest
in them is affirmed by considerable evidence." Yablonsky
relates a series of conversations between himself and a number
of violent gang youths in which the sentiment of disdain or
even hatred for their parents was manifested by the youths,
Statements such as: "Why should I talk to them? There's
nothing to talk about. They can’t help me." Arising from
these feelings toward their parents, is the youth®s feeling
toward society as a whole., "This negative attitude displaced
onto all adults, partly as a result of specific experiences

and conclusions derived from primary relationships with their
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own parents, often takes on aggressive or violent forms,"
The violent attacks, in groups or gangs or as individuals,
often take the form of a displaced attack upon the parents.
One youth who enjoyed mugging and purse snatching from old
ladies stated that most of the women he selected "looked like
my old lady." Seemingly, the breakdown of meaningful relation-
ship between the youth and his parents or between the youth
and society is manifested by complete negative reactions of
hostility, aggressiveness, and violence on the part of the
youth.66

There is also a negative feeling toward the youths
on the part of the parents. "In reverse of the gang youth's
feeling about adults, the adults® generalized perception of
the gang youth is often emotional and stereotyped. To many
adults any youth becomes a disturbing representation of their
own parental neglect." The parent of the gang youth who is
accosted with the problems of employment and adjustment to
the new environment reacts to "his own guilt toward this
failure by a type of hysterical or quick aggression toward
the child." It seems logical to assume that this aggressive
response on the part of the parent toward his child is the
result of projected guilt feelings for not having adequately
socialized the child or "not having assumed a more adequate

w67

parental role. Because of the aggressiveness on the part
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of their parents, the schism between the youths and their
parents grows wider and the parents lose what little control
they have over the child. As a result of this situation, the
violent gang behavior on the part of the child is crystallized
and solidified.

This sense of guilt on the part of the parent is mani-
fested in another way. "In an unconscious recognition of
their own deficiency as parents, many adults tend to blame
youths other than their own for the delinquencies and gang
activities of their children." He runs with bad company is
one of the most popular reasons which is attempted by the
parent to take the blame off his children and thus off himself,
Comments such as the above often reflect a projection of
blame to the friends of the youth and a shifting of respon-
sibility from the parent onto boys other than his own., As
is obvious from the above, the adult-youth schism which is
characteristic of the disorganized slum "can be an important
determinant of violent gang activity and organization.“68

Another characteristic in addition to the adult
youth schism which is found in the disorganized slum and
which contributes to violent gang organization is community
prejudice and discrimination. Yablonsky sees prejudice first

operating in the community to force the family of the minority
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group gang members into the disorganized slum, Indirectly
this results from an economic blockade against minority
groups that prevents their entrance into certain higher paying
occupational positions. Because of this economic block, the
minority family is forced to live in the disorganized slum
neighborhood. On another level, Negro and Puerto Riéan
families are simply barred from living in certain neighborhoods
regardless of financial ability to pay the rent regularly.
Victims of prejudice react at various levels and

with a variety of patterns to feelings of prejudice. Yablonsky,
quoting Powdermaker, describes the various range of Negro
reactions that individuals can manifest to discrimination and
prejudice:

1) There is direct aggression against its true object.

2) Substituting a colored object for the white object

of aggression
3) Retreating to an Ivory tower and attempt to remain
unaffected by the interracial situation.

It is the first and second reaction that will be of importance
in the violent gang organization.

Yablonsky sees prejudice and discrimination operating

on one clear cut level as gang violence involving one or all

70

of the same racial or religious gang doing battle with another.
Yablonsky sees this type of warfare or ganging as character-

istic of the oldest form of gang rivalry. Within the modern
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gang, prejudice tends "to be almost a playful part of the
general sounding hostility."
The bigotry label is simply tacked on partially be-
cause it is fashionable in the rationale of the
larger society where such terms are more "logical"
terms of antagonism. In the violent gang they are
almost playful terms of affection and have a different
meaning to the gang boy than they do in the larger
society. .

The situation is quite different when the relation-
ships between gangs are examined where a constantly felt
prejudice is the reason for much gang violence. "Some
individual victims of prejudice use the gang vehicle as a

. 2 . .
direct weapon for getting even.“7 The gang is a mechanism
for the acting out of various personal problems that the
youths are troubled by at the time, To a number of individuals
the gang is a mechanism to act out the hurt and aggression
created by prejudice., "The gang was an opportunity to
retaliate against felt discrimination., Paradoxically, this
gang dynamic involves the discriminatory victim fighting
alongside and against representatives of the group he believes
. . . . . . w13
is discriminating against him,

Yablonsky sees a relationship between the degree of
personality pathology and the degree of involvement in the

violent gang. "The gang boy's degree of emotional involvement

in the gang is indicated by his level of participation which
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may either be core or marginal. The more sociopathic youth
tends to be a core member, and the less pathological youth
tends to be somewhat more marginal."74 The reason for the
high degree of involvement in the violent gang of the socio-
pathic youth is perhaps "because it may be the only type of
human organization whose demands are minimal enough for his
sociopathic ability to participate.“75 Illustrative of the
high degree of sociopathic involvement is the tremendous
personal commitment that is given to the gang by the core
member., The gang leader deprived of his gang appears as a
pathetic figure, "The loss of the gang leaves the leader
almost physically shaken.“'76 It seems that the reason for this
tremendous commitment to the gang by the sociopath is that,
without the gang, the individual feels powerless and in-
secure, "Despite the overt appearance of bravado displayed
before the gang, the gang leader when alone expresses deep
feelings of inadequacy.“77 His senseless violence can be
seen as a mechanism to release the leader from both internal
and external fears and "in part as an effort continually to
prove to himself and the boys around him that *he isn't afraid
and he isn't yellow.'”78
Many of the violent gang leaders suffered from paranoid

delusion of grandeur and persecution. These two delusions are
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mutually reinforcing. The powerful individual is hated by
his enemies and is thereby persecuted by them. Because of
the various feelings of persecution the leader of the violent
gang comes to feel that he is more powerful than his enemies,
Underlying the fantasies of power lie deep feelings of
inferiority and persecution, These delusions are useful in
two ways. "The paranoids® delusions of power and persecution
are useful in fooling themselves that they are powerful and
at the same time blaming their social inability upon a world

that unfairly persecutes them."79

He becomes prejudiced with
regard to his social environment, his responses tend to

select reactions from his surroundings that fit into such an
interpretation and then to reshape things that seemed innocent
enough when they occurred in such a way that they support the
trend of his suspicions. "He is unable to get relevant
responses from others to counteract the developing reaction
formation, which finally hardens into what . . . (is) termed

a ‘paranoid pseudocommunity.‘”80 The sociopath feels powerful
in relation to his environment and blames his social inability
upon a persecuting environment. Incidents that occur are
reshaped and recast until they are consonant with his feelings
about the world. Because of his inability to receive any

responses from others, these feelings finally harden into what

is called the paranoid pseudocommunity. "The sociopathic
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youth growing up in the disorganized slum has a personality
syndrome that easily interlocks with the paranoid pseudo-
community of the violent gang."81 The violent gang appears
as a mechanism reinforcing an artistic need to consolidate

one's view of the world.

Tension Management as a Process: Albert Cohen

In Cohen's work, the process of tension management
is not explicit, but can be imputed to the gang the process
of reaction formation,

As we have seen, Cohen believes that the function of
the delinquent subculture is the creation of an atmosphere in
which the youth can realistically aspire by drastically
limiting his status universe., The American culture demands
of all individuals the drive for success as defined by the
norms of the middle class. As the working class boy follows
the cultural mandate and strives for success, he is compared
against the widest possible status universe. The delinquent
gang limits this status universe to those with whom the boy
can realistically compare himself. 1In the delinquent gang,
the youth knows no ambiguity as to his status aspirations;
the gang serves the youth as a vehicle for the realistic
achievement of status. As such, the gang serves as a mechanism

of tension management,



success-
his stat
withdraw
20rms gn

Stheultur

Tepudiate
repfessed,

S cC

%ecause o

wil) eXper |
formatiorl )

e tong fon
Reaction,f o

tlagg Borgsy



58

The process of reaction formation serves the youth
in the management of<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>