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ABSTRACT

SOCIAL SIMILARITY, THE AMERICAN MILIEU
AND FOREIGN STUDENT SOCIAL INTERACTION

by R. Satyanarayana

The general hypothesis to be tested is that similarity of background
of foreign students with their American Milieu will make for greater in-
teraction of these students with Americans than dissimilar backgrounds.
Situational factors in the United States such as dormitory versus off-
campus living, length of stay, degree of favorable attitudes, age, marital
status, and the major field of study, are also manipulated and run against
degrecs of interaction. The total sample consisted of all the Tndian
students enrolled at Michigan State University in the spring quarter of
1966. (N. = 92). 1In all cases of testing the inf{luence of various back-
ground and situational factors on the degree of interaction, the hypothesis

was substantiated.
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INTRODUCTION

The study of a foreign person's encounter with a cultural environ-
ment different from his own has a distinct and valuable place in socio-
logical research. How a person (stranger) interacts when he encounters
a diffcrent culture has been an issue which has held the curiosity and
interest of sociologists ever since Georg Simmel.1

A glance at the research done on foreign students in America shows
that there is no well-established body of theory on the cross-cultural
interaction of foreign students in a host society. Scientific under-
standing of cross-cultural interaction necessitates the development of
such a theory. Yet, veryv little is known about the factors which have
direct effect on for#ign students' interaction in a host society. Among
the various questions which have emerged in the realm of c¢ross-cultural
interaction, the present research is limited to the study of several ques-
tions relevant to the interaction of Indian students within the American
society.

Specifically, this study is primarily concerned with the relation-
ship between the sociov-economic and urban backgrounds of Indian students
at home and their interaction within American society. A limited study
such as this, however, cannet undertake the task of developing ar ela-
borate theory of cross-cuitural ini-raction. Instead, I am concerned with
testing certain hypothes=cs. Nevertholess, the results c;uld give impetus
for further rescarch and thas wicht contribute to the formulation of such

a theory.

1C£. Georg Simmel, "The Stranger'" in The Sociolozy of George Simmel.

Edited and translated by Kurt Wolf, Glencoe, Ill.: The Free Press.
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In addition tov social-scientific concerns, much of the importance
of siuch a study lies in its pragmatic value. For instance, etffcctive
interaction between foreign students and Americans is crucial in apprais-

ing the success or tailure of the exchange experience.

RELATED EMPIRTCAL STUDLES

Previous studices which have dealt with questions similar to those
considered in the present research have been inadequate in so far as they
have not focused on specitfic and relevant behavioral factors. D most
of these studies the main concerns were generailyv of three kinds: (@) con-
centration on changes occurring in foreign students over a period of time
as a result of theivr sojourn experience, (b) issues reiated to the prob-
lems and ditficultics of forcign students while thev are in America, and
(¢) attitudinal and environmenta! faccors aftecting foriegn students'
adjustments in American sociv(.\-‘.‘l [~ the tast instance, most studies
have Locused onlv i a minor wiv on eaviroamental and time factors tound
to influence the interdction of foreign students with Americans.

Morris' study of Jforcign students at the tmiversity o1 California
a2t Los Angelies found that forerun students develop increasirgiy intensce
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sucial relations wilh Americars over the period of their stav in America.

Selttiz's rosedarch states that foreis. studeats' interaction with Americans
. . ) \ . . . . 3 L. . )
increases with the feneth of Anericar residence. Goldsen, in research

1 . , s . . s
Robert . Shoffer and Leo R. Dowiing, Foreign Students and Their

Arcrican Student Frierds (uvpablishod research, Indiand University. 1966),

p- 22 - WL
wy| ! H
wewy 7

zRirhard T. Morvis Natioued Stotns in Foreign Stadents' Adjustment
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, [960), p. 215.

3Cited in Claire Selitiz, et al., Attitude and Social Reiationg of
Foreign Students in the Upited Stutes (Minneapolis: University of Mime-
svota Press, 1963), pp. 65-66.




done on foriegn students at Cornell University, lends additional support
to the foregoing hypothcsis.l In contrast to these findings, in a study
conducted by Lambert and éfesslcr on Indian students,2 it was obsurved
that the Indian students were more ecager to meet Americans during their
first year of stav. Moreover, after their first year, their social re-
lations with Americauns decreased as their length of stay increascd.
Clearly, Lambert and Bressler's {indings do not conform to the findings
of Selltiz and Morris, and therefore, pose a problem in arriving at an
empirical generalization in this regard.

" the research has

Besides the foregoing variable., "length of stay,
also investigated the behavicral effects of varying environmentai condi-
tivens. Selitiz found that type of living darrangements have a bearing on
interaction as they provide opportunitics which facilitate to varving
degrees social relations betwesn foreign students and Americans.  Speci-
fically, she found that forcign students have more social relations with
Americans when they live in a bouse or residence where Americans also

. 3 4 : . . . .
Live. Goldsern states that the {oreign students who stay in university

-

dormitories have more sociai reiations with Americans than do the stu-

dents who live in off-campus housging.

]Ibid.

ZRichard Lamhert aud Marvin Bressier, Indian Students on an American
Campus (Minneapolis: I!niversitv of Minnesota Press, 1956).

3861‘“.1/5. ot ab.. op. cit., p. 103,

“Ibid., pr. 103-10%.
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Other variables have also been investigated. For example, Scwell
. 1 . Co .

and Davidson studiced 40 Sca:ndinavian students and tound that the Scan-
dinavians who have more contact with Americans scored high on an index
comprising the following ftems: (a) less foreign leooking, (b) higher
English speaking ability, (¢) hizher socio-economic status at home,
(d) more urban residential background, (¢) more prior contact with Amvfi-
cans, and (L) more likely to be in liberal arts than in the phygjcal and
bivlogical scicences. Also in other research, previous foreign experience,
willingness to brcome acquainted with Americans, English speaking ability,
and world area from which the student came, have been considered as in-
fiences on forcizgn student interdaction with Americans. Most findings,
howover, have been social psvehological.  They have been generally con-
cerned with the relationship betweer attitudinal characteristics of
foreign students towird America and tihe foreign experiences and attitudes
ot Americans interacting with toreigr students as they both affect in-
tensity of intevaction. This research, however, differs from most prior
stiudics in that it focuses primarily on the social background of the

fureign students rather than ol Arcricans, looking at the behavioral out-

come of this,

THEORY AND HYPUOTHI'SES
The fundamenta! propositicn of this research is that in so far as
two OF more social milicus arc simitar, an individual moving 1vom one

miiieu to another wiii tend to interact within the other move frequently

lWillidm H., Sewelil dand Opat M. DPavidsen, "The Adjustment of Scan-
dinavian Students," Journai of Social Issucs, vol. 12, #1, 1956, pp. 9-19.




than if the milieux in question were dissimilar. The problem of concern
nere will involve the testing of this hypothesis with a sample Indian
students studying at Michigan State University. 1t will determine the
extent to which their interaction with Americans increases as a function
of the similarity ot their Indian background with that of their Amcrican
situation.

To determine the similarity of the social background of Indian stu-

dents to that of American "society,'" the following American model, con-
structed for the purpose ot comparison,will be postulated. The American
situation is viewed as a highly urbanized culture in which most occupa-
tions are of an urban rather than rural type. Most ot the families in
this culture belong to middle income groups, and the majority of people
are reiativeiv well educated.  Thus, if an Indian student comes from a
large city, 1f his Lathier has a relatively substantial education, a good
income, and an urban rather than rural occupation, the student is con-
sidered as having a backerommd similar to the American counterpart.

The sampie of Indians wiil he divided inte two groups: those who
(in their backgrounds) are most iixe and those who are least 1ike Ameri-
vuns.l On the basis of this, the hvpothesis will be tested as te whether
there is hipher interaction of Indian students das a function of degree of
similarity of backgrrand wich that of Americans. Each ene of the four
hackground factors (parents' occdpation, parents' income, parents' edu-

cation, and the size of the town from which the respondent came) is aiso

i . . . . - o v
American is letined with reference to the gencral background of
nitive students attending Micnigan State University.

\
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tested independently in order to determine how much influence each fuactor
relatively has on Indian students' interaction with Americans.

Based on the review of those studies which have investigated environ-
mental factors and their impact on [oreign students' interaction, certdin
tivpotheses have boer developed to be tested.  These are: (1) foreign
students who llave a more tavorable attitude toward Americans wiil cend to
interact mere with them, (?) roreign students who live in dormitories
jnteract wore with Americans than the students whu live in of f-caupus
residences, (3) the extent of fercien students' interaction with Americans
increiases with the fength of stav in Ancrica, and (4) social science sti-
dents interdact more with Arericans than navaral science students. Aside
from previous reseaveh findincs, iU wownd also dppedr that age and marital
status might hove some influcace on interdaction within an alien society.
Oonsequently, (5) wmarrvied Indians wi:l spend more of thueir free time
Sith Americans thea would the married stadents, and (b) the younger in

the ereaior tne interaction.

PESLON

The subjects of this stoode corsisted of all the Indimn students on-
rolled in Michizan Statc "niversity in the Spring Quarter, 1906. Those
Indians at M.S.U. wite were in fesidince e faculty resedrceh scholars were
vxciuded.  The tinedd sapre thns consistced of a total of 110 Imdion stu-
dents.  The uames and address. s o1r th sabjects of the study were ontained
trom the ofiice ot che forcive student adoisor. AL or them fived in

East Lansing, citner in university residences. university marricd housing,

or off-campus rooms and apaviments.



The questionuiires were administered to each individual directly,
in my presence. Atter the questivnnaire had been answered, 1 verified
that every item was properly completed. Help was limited to clariiving
the wording and meaning of various quiestions.

About 18 students did not answer tihe questionnaire. Among the 18,
ciéht of them did not wish to answer it, two of them had gone back to
India for a short visit, one of them was in England, four of them couid
not otherwise be reached, in spite of every effort, and the addresses of
the remaining three students could not be traced as they were living in
aother cities.

Information on both socio-economic background at home, and inter-
action with Americans was elicited as responses to closed-ended questions
(Swe¢ questionnairce in Appendix). 1In questions referring to participation
or interaction with Americans, the st.adents were asked how otten they
cogaved in cach activity with Americans.  ITn order to get specific es-
timates to frequency of intervaction with Americans, the student was asked
to answer for ocuach activiety whether ne had taken pact in it cvery day,
more than once 4 week, once a4 week, once a menth, or never. For certain
quuesiions, the respondent was asked whether he had participated very
cfoen, often, sometimes, rarcic, or awever.  An index of interaction was
¢ ompiled from several {tems o0 participation in American life. Scores
were given on overy item (question) ranging from O upwards. By computing
the mean of all scores, the total number of students was divided into two
aroups, those having high ard those having low interaction.

Questions which vequired prefercntial ordering and ranking of items

viven were asked to examine the Indians' desire for participating in
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various activitics either with Americans, non-Americans, Indidans from own
state, Indians in general, or other foreign students. Degree of preference
ror interaction with Americans was indicated by scoring from one to seven,
seven being the greatest preference.  Various activities such as preference
t. study with, to spend free time, to date, to discuss problems, and
preferences for a roommate, were asked of the students. One point was
siven for each time an American was the first choice. On the basis of
tetal scores for each person on all the questions of preference, every
respondent wias placed either as having a high, moderate, or low preference.

With regiard to socio-ecconomic background of subjects to separate
cases similar and dissimilar to that of American milicu, scores were
ziven on each ol four background factors (father's income, father's cdu-
cation, tather's occupdation and the size of the town of subject's youth).
The scoring progressed on each item from one point upwards for each
degree of similarity of Indian background to that of the American milieu.
IThe higher thie score, the more similar their backeround is to that imp:ted
for Americans with whom thev are tikely to interact. When considering
these categories in combination, those who scored high on this unit are
treated as highly similar to Americans: the remainder comprise the least
similar group.

The data emerging trom the tabuiation of the questionnaire responses
were anidlyzed only with respect to consistency in the direction of and
retationship between the variables concerned. Hence, when findings are
sa1id to be significant, a statistical meaning is not intended but rather
unitorm consistency. The gencral hyvpothesis is rejected if greather con-

sistency is not found between similarity of socio-economic background of



Indian students with [mputed tvpical American background and higher in-
teraction. The same is the case with all the subordinate hypotheses

involved.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SAMPLE

The following seven tabies describe pertinent background characteris-
tics of the subjects of this study, all of whom are graduate students
with the exception ot two undergraduates. A detailed examination of the
direct relevance of some of these characteristics to the main thesis (or
interaction) is presented in the section on findings.

[he tabies prescated below desceribe the distrib _ion of respoudents
acceording o socivo-economic backgrod of parents, the size of the place
whore respondent spent his yonth, the major ficlds ot study, age, and the
viace of residence at Michivan State University.

TABLE [ - Number and Per Cent by Income vevels of the Fathers of Indian
Studeats at M, S, U,

[ncome Number Percentage
i. Under 4000 Rupces @) 23.9
2. a000-8000 Rupees (24) 26.1
J.oRDDG-10,000 Rupeces (12) 13.0
L. 10,000-12.00 Rupees ( 8) 8.7
GL32,000-14,000 Rapees (8 8.7
5 wver 14,000 Rupees (1&) 19.6
Total (92) 10C.0

In this senp oo halt o the Vawilics are within some portion of tihe

vroup whose fati-ers' income talls somewhere between 2000 to 000 Rupeces.
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The remainder falls in middle income group (8000-12,000) and upper income

eroup (12,000 and over).

TABLE 2 - Number and Per Cent «f Indian Students at M.S.U. by Occupational
Levels of the Fathers

Type of Occupation Number Percentage
1. Professional (28) 30.4
2. Management (executive, business owner) (24) 26.1
3. Clerical or Office Worker (government) (17) 18.5
4. Sales ¢ 3) 3.3
3. Services ( 2) 2.2
6. Farming (18) 19.6
Total (92) 100.0

The majority of fachers of the Indians at Michigan State University
are professionals.  Secoud, third, and fourth in rank are managerial,
rarming, cierical, and governmenr of fice workers, respectively. As
Table 2 shows. percentiges are very smdll in cither sdles or service oc-
cupitional categories.

The largest number of students cone tvom the largest citivs, that

is, of over 500,000 population (sce Table 3).  However, there are nearly

ane-third who come from smals towns. called villages, i India.  The

snailest number of students come from rowns having a population of 10,000
te 20,000, On the whoic. the majority of the students cian be said to
Have come {rom unrban areas.

Regarding socio-vconomic background (father's income), the resuits
disclose that aill the students can be said to have come from middle-class

familics. According te standacds of Living in lndid4 those who ecarn from
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3000 to 14,000 Rupees would fall within some portion of the middle-class
(lower-middle, middie-middle, upper-middle). In this study no fathers

of Tndian students were mukirg less than 3000 rupecs. With respect to
the education and occupation of parents, the data shows that the majority
of fathers have relatively good educations and also are mostly engaged

in some kind of urban occupation.

TABLE 3 - Nunber and Pur Cent of the Indian Students at M.S.U. by Size
of Town in Which They Spent Their Youth

Size of the Town (Popuiation) Number Percentape
1. Under 5000 (15) 1h.3
2. 5000 to 10,000 (10) 10.9
3. 10,000 to 20,000 ¢ 3 3.3
4. 20,000 te 30,000 ( 8) 3.7
5. 50,000 te 100,000 (il) 12.0
6. {00,000 to 500,000 (15) 16.3
7. Over 500,000 (30) 32.6
Total (92) 100.0

As Table 4 indicates, about four our of ten of the fathers of the
subjects of this sampiw dare college or university gradunates.  About one
thivd have had some high school cducation or have a high schoel certiti=-
cate. Onily aboat IL per coent of the fathers have not gone bevond cole-
mentary sclivol.

There ar- more ongineering students in the sample (see Table 5)
than stud.nts in any other field of study. 1India's urgent necd tor
specialists of chis kind is reflected in the predominance of applied

science students over the number of Indians studying non-applicd subjects.
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TABLE 4 =~ Number and Per Cent of Indian Students at M.S.U. by Educational
Levels of Fathers

Level of Education Number Percentage,’
1. Elementary school (10) 10.9
2. Some high scliool (15) 16.3
3. High school graduate (15) 16.3
4. Some colleyge (13) 14.1
5. College or University graduate (39) 42.4
Total (92) 100.0

TABLE 5 - Number and Per Cent of Indian Students at M.S.U. by Major Field
of Study

Ficld ot Study Number Percentage
1. Social Scicncees (9) 9.8
2. Business Administration (21) 22.8
3. Education ( 3) 3.3
4. Languages (1) 1.1
>. Mathermatics; Physical, Natural or

Veterinary Sciences (26) 28.3
6. Enginecring (23) 25.0
7. Agriculture ( 6) 6.5
%. Food Science (¢ 3) 3.3
total (92) 100.0

Nearly halt of thoe stadents are between the ages of 25-29.  The
sccond largest <yo wronp is compriscd of those 20-24 vears of age. Only
two students are above the axe of 40, Table 6 also shows that 90 per
cent of the sample are abeve the age of 24 years. Almost two-thirds of
the students are below the ase of 29, Twenty-nine students are above

the age of 29,



TAKLE 6 - Number and Per Cent of Indian Students at M,S.U. According

to Age
Age Number Percentage
1. 20-24 years (20) 21.7
2. 25-29 years 43) 46.7
3. 30-34 years (16) 17 .4
4. 35-39 years (1) 12.0
5. 40 years or more ( 2) 2.2
Total (92) 100.0

The majority of the students reside either in apartments in town
v in the graduate residence hall (sec Table 7). Rooms in private honmes
aad university marriced housing are also larye categorics. As would be
cxpected among students predominantly of graduate status, only three
students Live in an undergraduate dormitory. There is almost an equal
distribution »f cases of on—ﬂdmpus and off-campus housing - 43 and 47,
respectively.

TABLE 7 - Numbcer and Per Cont of Indian Students at M.S.U., by Various
Types of Residence

Residence Number Percentage
i. Graduate residence hall (26) 28.3
2. Undergradidate dommitory ( 3) 3.3
3. Apartment in town (26) 28.3
4. Room in private home (19) 20.7
5. University married housing (18) 19.6

Total (92) 100.0




Having the distribution of the subjccts with respect to particular
backueround variables, it is now possible to examine the relationship of
these variables to degres of interaction.

In Table 8 the students who scored high on an index made on {our
background factors (father's income, lPather's occupational status. father's
cvducation, and the size of the tewn of subject's youth) are considered
s naving a bdackground highiy similar to the American milicu and the

reverse is true of students who scored low.

TABLE 8 - Interaction with Americans by Similarity of Backpround

Interaction

Hi g Low Total
Stmitarity No. No. i No. %
High 31D 63 (18) 37 (49) 100
Low (15) 35 (23) 65 43) 100
Total (46) 30 (46) 50 (42) 100

In this table (Table 8) necarly twice as manv Indian students with
backgrounds highly similar toe the fmpated American backgreund aad higher
interaction as did those students who were less similar.  This would in-

dicate that there is 4 streong reiatioaship between similarity of background

In order to determine the sociy-cveonomic backyround of =ubjects,
scores were given o cach of the {our background factors (father's cduca-
tion, father's income. father's Hecupation, ind the size of the town of
respondent’s vouth: . The scoring incredses das the level of father's codu-
cation, level of father's inco ., urban character of tatiher's occoupdation,
and the size of the town of respondeat's vouth increases.  The higher the
composite scovi, the more similar they are said to be to American iite.
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of Indian students to that of their American social milieu and their in-
teractions with Amevicans. Thus the major hypothesis that the extent of
foreign students' interaction with Ancricans increases a3 a function of
the similarity of their background with that ot their American situition,
is substantiated herve.

Having prescnted evidence which shows a strong relationship between
background factors in tetal, and interaction within the host society
(Amcerican), let us now examine to what extent each one of these four
components (factors) of background independently affects interaction of
Indian students with Americans. Then we can determine which factors have
the greater effect on interaction.

Fach of these following four factors (father's educdation, rather's
income. father's occupation ard the size of the town of subject's youth)
is considered in a minor or sub-proposition tested to tind out the degree
of relationship te interaction within American society. These minor
propositicns arc: (1) the extent of forcigrs stndoent's interaction with
Americans increases as the lather's level of education increascs, (2) the
degree of foreign students' interaction increases as a function of in-
creasing income of his father, (3) the interaction ot Tndian students
increases it they come {rom larger citics in India, and (4) foreign stu-
dents' interaction with Amcricans increases if their fathers are engaged
in urbian rather thai rursl ~ccupation.

Table 9 iadiciites that the highier the father's educational level,
the larger is the pereentaes of Indian students who have gredater inter-
action with Americans. Oniv 28 per cent of those students whose fathers

had clementary or some high schocl education interacted highly, while



50 p.or cent of thise students whose fathers had a high school certilicate
or some coliege education, acd 6% per cent or those students whose tathers
had a college degree, iaterdcted highly.  This supports the minor pro-
position that the extent «f tateraction increases das tather's level of

cducation advances.

TABLE 9 - Interaction with Amcericans by Father's Education

Interaction
Educational Hivh Low Totai
Background No. A Nev. A No. v

Elementary school or

some high schoed 7 28 (18) 72 (Z7) 100

ivh school and some coitece (L4 50 (14 5 (28) i00
GColleve praduate (29) A (14) 35 (39) 100
fotal (4n) 50 (46) 50 (92) 100U

The dirvect bearing which the degree of cducation has upon tihe degrec
of interaccion ofters reinforcemone to the validity ol tihe peneral hy-
pothesis. Alsc compatibic with our hypotitesis are the rosqits of the
tavestigation (in Tabio 10 concerniug the relationsiiip between inter-
1ction and tather's fncome.  As Tabic O reveals, wore Indiar students
whose fathers had a roatively high iacome (above %,000 Rupees) inter-
acted more highly than did tihose stwdents whose tathers' incomes were
fower than 8,000 Rupess.  Sixty-seven per cent of thosce students whose
tathers belong 0 niadic and upper income cdteguri(a; as cowpared Lo 33

per cent ot those students whos. taihers belong to the lower income



catepory, inceraected hignlv. Thas it is seen that there is a relation-
ship petween rather's cconomic background and lndian students' inter-

dction with Americans.

TABLE 10 - Interaction with Amcricans by Father's Income

Interaction

Higzh Low Total
Income No. PA No. A Nov., K
Less than 8,000 Rupees (15) 33 (31) 67 (46) 160
8,000 - 12,000 (15) 75 (¢ 5) 25 (20) 100
12,000 - 14,000 and over (16) hi (10) 38 (26) 100
Total (46) 50 (46) 50 (92) 100

The impact of the sicze of home town (Table 11) is in a similar direc-

tion with a significant deuwree o1 retationship.

TABLE 11 - Interaction with American Students by Populariecn ol Home Town

Interaction

Hivh Low Totai
Population Nov. ’ Nor. : No. e
20,000 or Jess (2 S 37) 60 (62) 100
Over 50,000 (2i) iy (9) 30 (30) 100
Toral (+€) 50 (46) 50 (92) 100

Indian studeaes from cities of over 50,000 popnlation interacted

with Americans to a considerably higner degree than those students who






came trom towns of 50,000 or less. Seventy per cent of those students
who came from towns ol over 50,000, as oppcsed to 40 per cent of those
students who came from the towns of 50,000 or less population, iateracted
highly. The results in Table Il sugsust a strong relationship between
the size of the home town ot Indian students and degree of their inter-
action with Americans.

A similar ocutcome is seenn in Table 12; here a strung relationship
between types oif occupations of tathers of Indian students and their in-
teracticn with Amcericans is revealed. The Indian students whose fatners
belonged to cierical, sales and service professions had greater inter-
action to professional and mandgement jobs and thoese whose rathers belong
to farming occupations. The students whose Lathers are tarmers had the

Least intceraction.

TABLE 12 - Interaction by Fathers' Occupational Status

Interaction

H:ivh Low Total
Gecupational Status No. A No . 7, Ni. A
Professional and Management (25) 48 (27) o (h2) 00
Clerical, Sales and Scrvic. (1) a4 ( 8) 37 (22) 100
Farming 7) 39 (i1) 61 (i8) 100
Total (46) 30 (46) 50 (92) 100

The clerical and siies catepory (highly urban in India) and the
farming category cvidenced opposite degrecs of interaction with Americans,

tfarmers' scons having considerably low interaction. The professional and
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mandgement. catezory falils between these two categories in degree of in-
teraction.  Sixty-one per cent of those students whose fathers belonged
to either clerical, selcs and service or professional, and management
professions, as comparcd to 39 per cent of those students whose tathers
belonped to farming professions, interacted high; consequentiv, this
proposition has proved to be independently influential on interactior.

Concluding trom the above cevidence, it appears that there is
detinite relationship between the Tadian students' social background (how
similar to that of the American) and their interaction in a host society
(American). This pattern cmerged from the responses given in total as
well as in cach individual component factor of the backuround f Indian
students.

Thus, having tested the validity of the general hvpothesis, we will
now turn to the hypotheses which concern several situaticnal and other
factors such as the reiationships between Indian students desired inter-
action and tholr dactaii interaction.

As we assumed, the hypothesis which dears with the exteat of ladian
students' preterence for American life and their degree of interaction
fras been suppovted.  Tabl 13 andicates a positive relationsiiip between
Indian studenvs' desrec of proference for American iife and the degree
ot stdated interacticn.  Sevent -cight per cent ot the students of high
preferimce as opposed t 37 por cent of the low preference group, irter-
acted highlyv.

In previons stuaies the oficet of the interaction potential of living
arrangements ot the deveiopr:nt of social relations between foreipn stu-

dents and Americans was investipgated. The resuit ol this research with



regard to tvpe of residence and its elfects on interaction is in the
same direction as previous studies. Selltiz, et al.l tound that tae
dormitory is once of the most conducive pilaces for creating social reia-
tions between foreiygn and American students. The dormitory situation
had either high or medium intvraction-potential, G01d3un2 (1955) in

her study of torceign students at Cornell, reported that those who live
in dormitoricvs had higher interaction with Americans than those studencs
who live otf campus. The Indian students (Table 14) who live in dormi-
tories have greater interiaction with Americans than those students who
iive in orf-campus housing and university married housing. Seventv-two
per cent of the Indian students who live in dormitories, as opposcd to
4V per ceat of the Indian students living in off-campus or university
marricd housing, interacted hrpghiv. Adormyg those who live in off-campus
heusing and university muarvicd student housing, the former interacted

more than the students who lived in married housing.

TABLE 13 - Interactiorn by Degree of Preterence

Interaction

Hizh Low Totai
Degree of Preference Nev. 7. Nov, A No. %o
High (i5) 79 (4) 2 (i9) 100
ModerAte (i) 57 (9) 473 (21) 100
Low (L9) 37 (33) 63 (52) 100
Totrail (&6) 50 (a46) 50 (92) 100

Ys.litiz, vt al., op. cit., p. 103.

)
“Ibid., p. 103.



TABLE 14 - Interaction with Americans by the Type of Residence

Interaction
High Low Total
Residence No. % No. % No. %
Dormitory (21) 72 ( 8) 28 (29) 100
Off-campus (19) 42 (26) 58 45s) 100
University married housing ( 6) 33 (12) 67 (18) 100
Total (46) 50 (46) 50 (92) 100

Probably the reason for this is that the Indian students who live
in married student housing spend most of their free time with their
families. Off-campus students do not have the dormitory conditions of
"mixed" and "forced" student interaction which would have a tendency to
further interaction.

Table 15 shows that those students who stayed in America one year
or more interacted more highiy than those students who have been in the
U.S. less than a year. Morris1 and Selltiz, et al.2 also found, in their
studies of foreign students in America, that the longer the foreign stu-
dent stays in America, the more he interacts with Americans. These (ind-
ings are consistent with our results.

In order to discover the relationship between academic major and
interaction, all academic majors were classified into two groups. The

group of social science included social science, business adminiscration,

Libid., pp. 64-67.

2Ibid.



education and language majors. The group of natural science included
mathematics, statistics, physical science, natural sciences, veterinary

science, engineering, agriculture, and food science.

TABLE 15 - Interaction with Americans by Duration of Stay

Interaction
High Low Total
Duration of Stay No. A No. % No. yA
Less than year (10) 25 (30) 75 (40) 100
One year or more (36) 69 (16) 31 (52) 100
Total 46) 50 (46) 50 (92) 100

More social science majors interacted highly than did natural science
majors. Sixty-two per cent (Table 16) as compared to 43 per cent of social
science students interacted higlhily, while 57 per cent of the natural
science students, as opposed to 38 per cent of social science students
interacted low. Morrisl alsc found that his rescarch on foreign students
at U.C.L.A, that foreign students who are in social sciences made more
friends than the students who are in natural scivnces. This difference
in the degree ol interacticn between these two catezories of students
might be due to the differences in the nature of their fields or speciali-
zation or to other varidbles which cannot be controlled in this study such

as length of stay.

YMorris, op. cit., p. 118.
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TABLE 16 - Interaction with Americans by Major Field of Study

Interaction
Major Field High Low Total
of Study No. % No. % No. A
Social Science (21) 62 (13) 38 (34) 100
Natural Science (25) 43 (33) 57 (58) 100
Total 46) 50 (46) 50 (92) 100

As might be expected, more unmarried students interacted highiy than
did the married students. This is probably due to the fact that married
students generally have less free time to spend with others outside of
the family.

Table 17 shows that 59 per cent of those who were single had high
interaction, and only 39 per cent of those who were married interacted
highly, substantiating the hypothesis that the single students interact

more than the married ones.

TABLE 17 - Interaction with Americans by Marital Status

Interaction

High Low Total
Marital Status Ne . 7 No. yA No. yA
Married (16) 39 (25) 61 41) 100
Single (30) 59 21 41 (51) 100

Total (46) 50 (46) 50 (92) 100




o
s

With regard to age and interaction, our guess would be that vounger
Indian students have higher interaction than those who are older. Fifty-
six per cent (Table 18) of those who were 29 years or age or less as
compared to 38 per cent of those who were 30 years or less interacted
hishly. This would indicate that the lower the age of an Indian student,
the more he tends Lo interact with Americans. However, age, in most
ciases, is related to other variables which indirectly have contributed
to the resuits of Table 18. For instance, younger students are more
likely to not be married and thus, in a sense, are forced to interact
more (see Table 17). Moreover, unmarried students have a greater likeli-
hood of living in a dormitory, a factor which has already been indicated

as making for greater interaction.

TABLE 18 - Interaction with Americans by Age of Respondent

Interaction

High Low Total
Age No. JA No. A No. 4
29 years or less (35) 56 (28) 44 (63) 100
30 years or more (L) 38 (i8) 62 (29) 100
Total (4b) 50 (46) 50 (92) 100

IMPLICATIONS

As previously stated, the genceral hypothesis relating to social
similarity and interaction was tested in its totality (of social simi-
iarity) as well as i its individual components (father's income, father's

occupational status, father's education, and the size of the home town).
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The division into such components, i.e. substructuring of the general
hypothesis into subordinate propesitions, made feasible the possibility
ol testing the general hypothesis in more specific terms.

The approach used to test the overall validity of our general hy-
pothesis involved a reverse procedure, a working backward from the results
through each of the minor propositions. This more or less additive pro-
cess leads to positive conclusions about the general hypothesis. Conse-
quently, the proposition of social similarity enhancing interaction, as
it reiates to findings stated in the above section, is upheld.

Also, the investigation rcegarding the situational and environmental
factors (place of residence, marital status, degree of preference for
American life, academic major, duration of stav, and age) consistently
emerpged as being consistent with the expected results.

Among the situational ractors, duration of stay and place of resi-
dence nad a considerable oftceet on torcign students' interaction in this
study as well as previous studies.  These two factors, occurring after
the student has arvived in the U.S., may be operating to change the rela-
tionsihip between the independent variable (social background of Indian
student) and the dependent variabie (interaction), i.e., tactors that
between the drrival of the stoudent and the administration of the ques-
tionnaire may have {ncreascd or decreased the process ot interaction.
These should have been used as controls when running the background vari-
ables dgainst interaction. Uowever, the number of casces in our sample
was too small to mak. pessible such an operation. Further rescarch of
this kind shouid take into consideration this problem of size of sample

and the use of control variables.
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QUESTIONNAIRFE

Department of Sociology Spring, 1966

The following is a questionnaire designed to study some aspects of
the behavior of foreign students--particularly those from India--with
respect to important social characteristics of their background. The
information collected will be kept in confidence and used solely for the
purpose of research.

Part I: Please answer the following questions according to the response
choices at the right.

L. How often would you estimate that you visited American homes in the
last six months?

No. A
a. (3) 3 More than ovnce per week
b. 1l 12 Once 4 week
c. 25 27 Once a month
d. 41 45 Rarciy
. 12 13 Never
2. How many times would you estimate that you normally visit American

students' rooms or apartwents per month?

a. 7 8 Over 20 times
b. (f') 6 10-20 tlmes
c. L6 17 5-10 times
d. 47 46 1-5 times
PY
e. 21 23 Do not visit at ail



28

In a usual week, how often would you estimate that American students
visit your room or apartment?

a.

b.

C.

d.

Over 10 times

5-10 times

1-5 times

None

How often would you estimate that you have had dinner or lunch with
American students in the last month?

a.

b.

e.

Very often
Often
Sometimes
Rarely

Never

How often would you estimate that you have dated American girls?

d.

e.

Very often
Often
Sometimes
Rarely

Never

How often do you go to dances with American friends?

Very often
Often
Sometimes
Rarcly

Nevi'r



L0,

How often do you normaliv go to movies with American friends?
a. 2) 2 Very often

b. 10 11 Often

c. 21 23 Somctimes

d. 30 33 Rarely

e. 27 29 Never

In problems or questions involving your school work, whom do you
usually consult?

a. 24 26 Americans

b. 10 11 Indians

c. a) 1 Other foreign students

d. 31 34 Both Amcricans and Indians

e. 26 28 Americduns, Indians and other foreign students

How often do you estimate that you converse with American students
in your classes?

a. 45) 49 Very often
b. 30 33 Often

c. 15) 16 Sometimes
d. @) 1 Rarely
C. ) 1 Never

What part of your frec¢ time (approximately) do yvou spend with Ameri-
cans? (In dining ball, lounges, social events, in conversation after
dances, on dites, talking about the problems in your schoo! work,
talking about politics. ctc.)

a. 16 17 Most of the time

b. 13 14 More than halft

c. 20 22 % to % time

d. 36 3Y Less than & time

e. 7 8 None



11.

—

I~

b)

b)

30

Do you somctimes ygo to bars to have a drink?

(53) 58 Yes 39 42  No

If yes, do you generally go:

a. 16 17 Mostly with Americans

b. 17 18 Equally with Americans and Indians
c. 17 18 Mostly with Indians

d. 3) 3 Mostly with other foreign students

While in the United States, have you been to church?
(61) 66 Yes 31 34 No

If yes, how often have you gone to church?

a. (3) 5 Very often

b. 3) 3 Often

c. 19 21  Sometimes

d. 34 37 Rarely
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Part I1
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AT THE RIGHT

1. Rank the following from 1 to 3 according tc which you would pretfer
doing. (1 being the most preferred)

a) Attending a foreign student party
b) American students social gathering

¢) Indian students social gathering

2. If you had an opportunity to invite someone to visit your home in
India, would you prefer to invite someone from:
a) United States
b) Your own country
¢) Persons [rom another foreign country
3. If vou were given an epportunity, would you choose to remain in the
United States alter your studies or return to India?
a) Remain in the U.S.
b) Return to India
4. In doing the following things, do you prefer to do them with fcilow

Indians from vour own stare in India, Indians in general, other
foreign studeats, or Americans. Check your preference--number in
order oL prefercace from 1 teo 4 (L being the most preferred).
a) To study with:

a. Indian students from vour own state

b. Indians in goneral

¢. Other forceign students

d. American students
b) To spend your free time with:

a. Indidn students from vonr own state

b. Indians in genervad

c. Other [oreign students

d. American students



<)

d)

A
e

To discuss your problems with:

a. Indiar students from your own state
b. 1Indians in gencral

c¢. Other foreign students

d. American studcents

For roommnates:

a. Indian students from your own state
b. 1Indians in general

¢. Other foreign students

d. American students

Dating:

a. Indian students from your own state
b. Indians in gencral

¢. Other foreign students

d. American students
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Part 111
RESPONDENT'S PERSONAL BACKGROUND
i. Where do you live? (check one)

a. CGradudte residence hall (Owen Hall)

b. Apartment in town

¢. Undergraduite dormitery
d. Roouom in a private home
¢. University marriced housing
2. a) Do vou have a roommate? yes no

b) If you have a roommat., what [s his nationaiity?

3. What is your age?
4. Sex: mal. ifenale

S. From which state in India did vou come?

6. What is vour mother tonguce?

Other than your mother tongue, what other Indian languages can vou
sprak?

~i

8. Previous tuo vour present residenco s recorded above, what other

places have vonr ived ind

a. Graduat. residencoe hali (Owen Hal @)
bh. Apartanent in town

¢. Undergraduate dormitoury

d.  Room in privite home

¢. University marricd hoasing

Other (spocitly)

=



10.

i3,
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Are you married? ycs no

a. If you are married, are vou married to an American ,
Indian , or other forevign student ?

b. If you are married, is vour husband or wife in the U.S.
with you? yes no

What is your religion?
a. Hindu

b. Musiim

¢. Christian

d. Sikh

e. Jain

f. Other (specify)

If you went to college in India, what degree did vou obtain?

a) Did you work in India beluore you came to the United States?
yes no

b) If you worked, what kind of ioh was {t?

¢) How long did vou work on this job?

d) Did yon work at this job in a city , big town s
smail town , or vitlage 7

e) It it is a big city, write the name of the city.

Toward which degree are von werking now?
a. BRachcior's degree
b. Master's devree

C. Doctor's desrec

d. Nen-degree program
€. Other (specify)

What is your major tieid of study?




15.

16.

19.

20.

21.

How long have you been in t

he United States?

Have you ever visited the United States before this visit?

yes

a.

a.

no
If yes, how manv previo

Previocus to this visit,
States?

us visits?

when wias the last visit to the United

How long did the last v

Have you been in any ot
month? yes no

If ves, what are those

isit last?

her foreign countries for more than one

countries?

Do you have any difficulty
Americans?  yes no

Do

you find that Americans

Engliisin?  ves no
8 Y

in understanding or speaking English with

have difficulty in understanding your

Indicate the size of the village, town or city in India from which

vou

d.

b.

B

came. (check onc)
Under 5,000
5,000-10,000
10,000-20,000
20,000-50,000
50,000-100,000
100,004 -500,000

Over 500,000

What is your fathcer's «dncation:i background?

a.

b.

Elementary schocl

Some hiegh schoel

High school certificate
Some college

College graduate

University graduate
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i

State the degreces obtained by your father.

What is your father's occupation?

ih

How much money does your tfather make a year? (check one)

a.

a.

Under 4,000 Rupees

4,000-8,000 Rupees

8,000-10,000 Rupees
10,000-12,000 Rupees
12,000-14,000 Rupces

Over 14,000 Rupues

Are you presently cmployed while attending Michigan
University? ves no

If yes, where do you work?

SL«’I('

If emploved by the University, arc you a:
Teaching assistant

Research assistant

Werking on an hourly basis

Other (specifyv)
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