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I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

In every historical period, ideals have been developed,
which were reflected in the clothing worn during that period.
The general objective of this thesis was to survey and ana-
lyze undergarments worn by American women in the first half
of the twentieth century. Specific objectives were: to show
how technological changes affected style change in women's
undergarments, between 1900 and 1950, to trace the changing
consunmption pattern in women's undergarments, to show how
costume silhouette affected the styling of undergarments, to
compare the styles of undergarments worn by two socio=econome
ic groups, to see if women's participation in professional
activities affected fashion trends in types of undergarments,
and to relate the influence of war on fashion change in under-
garments,

The term 'undergarments,' applicable to this investiga-
tion included all conceeled items of apparel and bed and

lounging garments.



II. RESEARCH METHODS

An analysis of social and¢ industrial trends, changes
in consumption of clothing, and technological developments
which have affected women's clothing, was based on readings
fron these areas. Major changes in the educational, social,
and professional status and activities of women were fac-
tors of pertinence to this investigation,

The extent to which these changes affected the types
of undergarments worn by women over this fifty year period
required detailed investigation. The publications, Good

Housekeeping and Vogue constituted the primary sources of

information on social and professional activities as well

as fashions accepted and worn by women of two socio~economic

groups, The main sources for prices were Vogue and the Sears,

Roebuck catalogues, '
Literature pertinent to the fashion aspect of this

investigation included Cunnington's English Women's Clothing

in the Present Century, The History of Underclothes by

C. Willett and Phillis Cunnington, and Unmentionables by

Holliday. References of value in tracing social and economic

change were Wish's Society and Thought in Modern Modern Ameri-

ca, The Big Change by Allen, and Give the Lady What She Wants/

-



by Wendt and Kogan. Several theses bearing on the subject
were reviewed, of which the most pertinent one was

Margaret Brew's American Clothing Consumption, 1879=1909

(Doctoral dissertation, University of Chicago, 1945).

The author's perspective of costume history was influ-
enced by the reviewing of many rare books on that subject,
from the personal collection of Liss Ethel Traphagen; this
collection of literature was made available through the
library of the Traphagen School of Fashion.

An arbitrary division into the following seven cirono-
logical periods was based on significant events affecting
style change in women's apparel:

1900-1913 Pre-war Period

19141918 World War I

1919=1928 Prosperous Post-war Period

1929-1932 Period of Depression

3-19 9 Period of Return to a Normal Economy
=1945 World Var II

1946—1950 Post=war Period

In presentinz the analyses for each chronological
period, the established ideals and resulting events of each
period were discussed first, for the purpose if building a
framework through which tke resultant fashions could be
viewed, Since the ideals of a period must be established
before they can be reflected in the clotliing of taat period,

this arrangement of data secmed logical,
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For the benefit of those readers wlo are uot familiar
with the technical terms e.ployed in the field of clotiing,
a glossary for each chronolo_ical period was placed at the

end of each period's discussion.



III. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The last nhalf of t:.e nineteenth century was a period
of conflict and changze in ideals, ..orals, an. ways of
living. The full effects of t..e Incdustrial Revolution were
showing taeciselves., It siould be recallcd thzt tie priuary
effect of tie Industrial Revolution vas ti.e ch:anze from
"hand-at-home" production to "machine-ih—factory“ production,
Many other chanses resalted from t..is priuary cirange, the
nost siginificant being the production of an urban civiliza-
tion. |

Another strong force wiiicii nelped prouote tie scienti-
fic develop.ient in the last alf of the aiactecnth century
was tiie revolutionary philésophy advanced by Charles Darwin,
This philosophy, which necessitated critical analysis of
the Bible, createsd considerable speculation as to the accep-
tance of orthodox religion., The far-reaching result of this
philosophy was a lack of emphasis on theological controver-—
sies and direction of attsntion toward the many oroblems of
the "machine age,.®

Among the outstanding outcomes in the process of urbani-
zation was the Feminist Movement, as a primary factor in the

changing status of women. The inaln objective of the movement



.was the acquisition of a status for wouen equivalent to the
status then held by men. It should be recalled that just
prior to the twentieth century, concepts of democracy and
social equality were receiving much attention and that the
Feminist Movement was a supportinz factor in the develop-
ment of a new social and political philosophy.

Tne fizht for woman suffrage was the most important
single activity of the Feminist Movement. Susan B. Anthony
was the organizer and leader of the suffrage movement. Other
outstanding "feminists" were Elizabeth Stanton and Lucy Stone.

In 1874, an orjanization known 2s the Women's Christian
Teuperance Union was founded. The leader of this organiza-
tion was Frances Willard, who organized effective state units
which were used to fight womzn suffragze, labor reforms, inter-
national peace organizations, and moral changes.

The campaign for sex purity was another facet in the
strugzle for equality of women. Social theorists, however,
continued to affirm the double standard of morality. The
feminists attacked this dual standard affecting marriage
and divorce, whereas the Woman's Christian Temperance Union
stressed sexual purity. The W.C.T.U. gave much publicity %o
assault cases and Frances Willard'!s supporters were always

present at trials of rapists to see that they received proper

sentence, To protect feminine morality and the modesty of the



woman prisoner, and the W.0,7.U, introduced the roles of
police-woman and prisbn matron, "Rescue Homes" were esta~
blished to take care of unmarried mothers and prostitutes.,

Liberalization of divorce laws was effected by the femi-
nists, This liberalization was reflected in the increased
rate of divorce from 27 to 86 per 100,000 population during
the 39 vears between 1867 and 1906, There were les: than
10,000 divorces altozether in 1867, a time when divorce resul-
ted in social ostracism. Churches, especizlly the Roman Catho=
lic and the Lutheran, tried.to loﬁer the divorce rate in cities,
but they could not counbat successfully the increase i1 deser=
tion. At that time, desertion was four was four times aB co..-
mon as divorce. It was interesting to note that even before
the twentieth centur&, divorce, in "high society," had become
fashionable,

In 1866 the Universal Peace Union was organized, It's
main objectives were: immediate disarmament, antie—imperialism,
and the abolition of military training in schools and colleges.
Large numbers of feminists including Frances Willard and the
W.C.T.U. joined the.Universal Peace Movement,

Another phase of the Feminist Movement was dress refornm,
The concept of more functional clothing for women had been

accepted by the Feminist Movement. This issue was thousht to



involve women's rights, with emphasis on the co.fortable cloth-
ing worn by men as sompared with the heavy skirts and tight
corsets then worn by women., An idea advanced by Julia Ward Howe
and Elizabeth Phelps was that restricted clothiing inhibited
the inteilectual development of women. Julia Howe associated
"constraint of the body"® with ®enslavement of the minc ®1 The
dress reform phase of the Feminist Movement did not receive
much support and its effects were negligible.

The gains of married womeﬁ in securing property and legal
rights was of note. By 1898, in most states, married wonen
could own and control property, retain their earnings, and
make contr_acts.2

As to the progress of the suffrage movement in the nine-
ties, 1t was of note that even with the support of the National
Anerican Woman Buffrage Association, only four states had _
adopted universal suffragze by 1$96. Following this, interest
in the movement declined until well into the twentieth century.

The most outstanding change in thought comcerning the
status of womnen was seen in the attitude towa?d their educam

tion, In 1881, Julia Vard Howe comuented on this issue:

'y

1Margafet L. Brew, "American Clothing Consumption, 1879=-
1909," (unpublished Doctoral dissertation, The University of
Caicago, Chicago, 1945), p..53.

2Ibid., pp. 53=54.
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The reason why education is usually so poor among
women of fashion is, that it is not needed for the 1life
which they elect to lead., With a good figure, good clothes,
and & handsome equipage, with a little reading of the
fashionable reviews, and above all, with the happy tact
which often enables women to make a large display of very
small acquirements, the wom%n of fashion may never feel
the need of true education,

By'the end of the seventies, most of tze state universities
were open to women, During this same period, several women's
colleges were founded, namely,'Vassar, in 1865; Smith in 1871;
Welleslef in 1875; Barnard at Columbia in 1899; and Radcliffe
at Harvard in 1894. A significant fact at this time was the
predominance of women teachers in elementary and secondary
schools, .

The period vrior to the twentieth century witnessed a
notavle growth in the number and circulation of magazines and
newspapers, Among the new publications primarily for women

were: the Ladies! Home Journal in 1883, Good Housekeeping in

1884, and the Ladies' Home Companion which became the Woman's

Home Companion'in 1895. Theée magazines represented a shift
in literary eéphasis. Prior to 1884, such publications as

Godey's Lady's Book and Magazine, Peterson's Ladies' National

Magazine, Harper's Bazaar, and Demorest's Monthly Magazine

were popular., These contained mdstly fasiiion notes and

BBre" op. cit., pp. 50=51.
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illustrations and fiction and poetry of little literary value.
The later publications contained more material of value to:

the homemaker but continued to ewmphasize current fashions, In
spite of tle number and wide circulation of these publications,
it vas interesting to note that even as late as 1894, the

Sears, Roebuck catalogue was read for its literary value,

especially by isolated farm families,

Another siginificant factor characteriziag the process of
urbanization was the entrance of women into business and indus-
try. Before the Industrial Revolu:ion, only three kinds of
business had been open to women- sewing, teaciaing, and house-
hold service. However, with the increase in openings in busi-
ness and careers for woumen, the number of women supporting or
helping to support their fauilies rose from 2,500,000 in 1880
to 4,500,000 in 1890,

The women that were not workirg were profiting by tech-
nological developments which resulted in more leisure time
forlthem. Some of these developments worthy of note were
the éelephone, invented in the‘éeventiee; the electric light,
patented in 1880; the Welsbach gas burner in 1890; washing
machineé turned with a crank; city-paving, better sevage-—di-

sposal, and'municipal water plants,
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With the increase in leisure tize for wouen, there
appeared many clubs to which women could devote their time,

In 1899, numerous local clubs united on & national basis to
become the General Federation of Women's Clubs.

Another outcome of increased leiéuré time was an incres-
ing interest on the part of women in sports and athletics,

In the decades following 1870, there had been in progress, a
umovement for health and "bodily improvement® and even-ﬁomen
had been encouraged to improve their physiques. Horse=back
riding for women became popular in the seventies, and follow-
ing this women could be found paddling canoes, playing tennis,
ice skating, roller skating, and participating in archery con-
tests, In the ninsties, bicycling was the most popular physi-
cal activity.

Also in the nineties, new hobbies began to make their
appearance and women of leisure began to neglect the tradition-
al needlework and concentrate on painting of decorative objects,
pyrography, and crochet.

Note was here made of the status of the textile and
clothing industries, prior to 1900,

It was during the eighteenth century that many mechanical
inventions took place which improved methods of spinning and
weaving textiles. This was followed by the use of steam power
for textile machinery, thus enabling production by modern

factory methods.
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An invention that was to nave a far-reaciin; effect imn
the twentieth century was that of the sewing machine in 1846,
Between 1846 and 1880, there was noted a great increase in
machine-made garments. Prior to 1880, most women's clothing
was wmz=de in the home with the exception of the wealthy who
elther patronized custom shops or ordered their clothes from
abroad.

It was during this period that women's ready-to-wear was
being established on a factory basis. By 1880, there wers H62
shops manufacturing wo:en's clothing. Between 1880 and 1890,
the number of women employed in the wouen's clothing industry
increased from 2,594 to 12,963, |

It was of note that eveqﬁhough the women's garment indus-
try got its start about 1840, undergarments were not manufac-

tured in large quantities before 1890,
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IV. PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF HISTORICAL DATA

1900-~1913

Social change, The first fourteen years of the twentieth

century witnessed many gradual changes in morals and the
status of women.

At the begin:ing of the century, the woman suffrage
campaign remained a resting issue, Samuel Nerwin, writing

in Good Housekeeping, gave a vivid picture of the status of

woman suffrage at the turn of tine century:?

After 1884, for twenty years the terms "Equal Suf-
frage® and "Women's Rights" had about the standing in
public thouzht and in &he press that the mother-in-law
joke has, Hardly nmore.

It was of note that even though the womean sufirage issue was
a r:sting one to the general public, "extreme feminists® were
constantly campaigning, not only for woman suffrage, but also
for elimination of the double moral standard, and, interest-

ingly enough, for the right to deny men the privilege of

smoking cigarettes and drirking liquor.

. ASamuel Merwin, "The Measure of the Militents," Good
Housekeeping, 59:448, October, 1913.
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The loosening of econonmic and religious bonds, enother
outcome of urcarnization, w.s cited in expleinirg *he continued
incrcase in divorce., By 1907, more than 75,000 divorces had
been granted in the United States, alone, as contrasted with
less then 10,000 divorces altogetler in 1867. Due to the con-
tinued insistence on a single .:.orel standard, legisletures
gradually relaxed tne requireuwents for establisiiment of adul-
tery, desertion, and cruelty as grounds for divorce,

Women were gaining wmore and more le.al end property
rizhts. Between 1909 and 1914, wives in three-fourths of the
states were given the right to own and control their personal
property. Two-thirds of the states permitted wives to retain
their earnings, and in nmost states, wives were allowed to
sue =nd to wake contracts.

his psriod reflected a change in a:titude regarding
clothing. In the late nineteenth century tlie accepted ides
was that the body shiould be covered co.pletely. By the
fi-st decade of the century, his attitude was beginning to
change. Attention was riore gradually focused on tie "cling-
ing skirts® of the period and underwear advertisements were
meking & hazardous debut. Holliday spoke of the pioneer met..ods

used in ~dvertising underg-rments,
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The camera was used in such a manner as to produce
a "camouflage effect.* Lights and shadows were so used
that gen and women in uncderwear could not be plainly
seen,
Many outcowes of tie process of urba:nization helped
to encourage -change in noral attitudes., During tuis period
the theatre and movies were quite prosperous. In early movies,
almnost any vulgarity passed, This was a reflection of the wide
gap between real Amerian life and the American drama. Some
cities_even.atfempted to censor "immoral® movies. In Cleve=-
land, in 1913, censors reported t.at tiey had cut, out of
the movie reels, such tii:.gs as scanty costumes, details of
a jail break, prize fignhts, and scenes devoted to crime.6
The increased popularity of the movies and theatre
resulted in the establishment of a new urban institution-
the chaperone., This was definitely a trend only in large cities
because in smell cities a chaperone was herdly thought of,
The automobile was an influencing factor in thke change
of attitude during this period. It helped to destroy the

"static attitude of mind,'7 and thus clothing was no longer

considered a form of moral restraint.

PRobert Holliday, Unmentionables.(New York: Rey Long and
Richard R. Suwith, 1933); pp. Pel—285,

anc Thought in Modern Amcrice
, p. 291.

70. Willett Cun..ington, English Women's Clothi in the
Present Century (London: Faber and Faber Ltd., 1952;, P. 39.

6Harvey Wish, Society
(New York: Longmans, Green and Cowmpany, 1952
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A popular subject for discussion during this period
concerned the theorie® of Sigmund Freud. Tiis Vienna physi=
cian had proposed some new theories concerning psychologi-
cal behavior and personality. His theories disregarded all
the ro.antic tradition and standarcs of sentimental love
and religion. By 1909 the mdeical journals in the United States
contained many articles on tnese theories and MNr., Freud hiiu-
self lectured on the subject in many Amsrican cities. To tlie
conservative adults of this dey, tuhie subject was Lighly repel-
lent= but to the minds of youth, ti:xis discussion took on an
exeited nature, This was one sign of thie couing excitement
and freedo: of a new age.,

- The loosening of relizious bonds, as an outcome of urbe-
nization, caused increased iaterest in social problems by
religious groﬁps, in an effort to keep up with tne pace of
the new urbean civiiizafion. This interest was centered in a
"Social Gospel" movement which was climaxed in 1908 with its
main emphasis on welfare probleus. The religious groups par-
ticipating in this movement were Unitarians, Episcopalians,
letLodists, Baptists, and Congregationalists. In May 1908,
ar the climax of t.e rovement, tie Methodist Episcopal Church

issued a "Social Creed"s in the interest of social welfare.

®Wish, op. cit., p. 166.
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.The principles of this creed included: elimination of fac-
tory hazards to life and heaith, the abolition of child
labor, protection of women ir industry, abolition of the
sweat shop, the "gracdual and reasonable re.uction of the
hours of labor to ti:e lowest practical point, with work for
all," and the acquisition of "that degree of leisure for all
wuich is the condition of the highest Hunan life.®
Woren's clubs had becoue increasingly significant, The
club movement had becn aimed toward educational, piilanthro-
pic, and civic activities. One outstanding accomplishment
of women's clubs was tihe teac:iing of wouen
How to cooperate, to sink individual preferences and
predjuices for the common good, to be less personzl in
her attitude on general qucstions— to azree to disagree
with equanimity and good nature, to differ as to mefhods
“and policy without a rupture of friendly relations,
One writer, in suggesting work for wouen's clubs to do-
Some club might do America en immense service by devoting
itself to the honest study of tae pros and cons of woman -
suffrage. The subject gets almost no dispassionate treat-
ment, Eaeh side select the facts that fit it seriously,
and those of them wi.o are oprosed to suffrage for wouen

won't speak out for fear of se.uing unchivallouf0 Yet it
is certainly a live issue, a tareat, or a hope.

9 Mary E. Woolley, "The Woran's Club Voman,“ Good House-
keeping, 50:559-565, May 1910.

10 y2ry Brouson Hartt "Work for Women's Clubs to Do,"
Good Housekeeping, 493 245-247, Septenber, 1909.
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At the meeting of tlhe Gencral Federation of ‘omen's
Clubs in 1914, a movement toward wox: sensible clothing
for women was received with enthusiasm. There was nmuch pro-
test &ggainst the current styles of dress- especially tue
slit skirts, transparent gowns, and narrow skirts— and that
phase of socializing termed "im.iodest dancing.®

A social factor which relped to influence the changing
morals of the period was the Russian Eallet moveuent in 1910.
Tr.is ballet geve birth to a new si:plicity in artistic expres-—
sion wihich was later to be reflectec in fasiion,

During tue early twentieth century, t.ue very rapid
increase in enrollment of women .tudents at colieges and co-
educational universities for the twenty-year period 1890-1910,
wes s:.own i.. the Report of the Commissioncr of E.ucation for
1910. In women's colleges, the rate of increase was 348,4 per
cent, while in co-educatiCnal institutions the rate was even
nisher- 438 pzr cent. |

A very controversizl issue during t.is p riod was the
relation of college wousn to the marriage rate. Twe important
factors muct be considered in observing this issue, First,
that the individualism of women wes in part the result of
social circumstance and in part the consequence of their

higher education. This 1l2d many colleze ..raduates to desire



19

an outlet in skilled work w.ich h:d great significonce and
value. Among tiese educated wornen, a considerable nuuber
found much satisfaction upon tie entrance into a profession
Second, the idea was rapidly geining acceptance in the publiec
12ind, that unmarried wowen should not settle back into a
state of eternal depundence upon their fauilies, The situa=
tion was furthur complicated by the fact that the rcarriage
rate was declining a.a mngz college men, especially tuose from
tiie "well=to-do middle class.® The custum of th: day- thet
wounien must play @ pessive and somctimes waiting role- created
many probleus,

Anotaer problem was that a certain group of unmarried
men did show a marked desire to secure efficient homemeakers
as wives. It seems tiat the young wouiien with wiom these men
socialized, h-d aciieved a status of econo:ic independence
and success in a c.:osen vocation end had little interest and
less 8kill in cdomestic work. During this period, there was
much disturbance in the mints af authorities conerning the
lack of Home Economics courses in college curricula, especicl-
ly those of woxen's colleges., As for one writer's comment
on this issue,

The college, be it remewbered, takes the girl for

four years out of fawily 1life in whick this kind of train-
ing would be given her. Its controllers, in their anxiety
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to develop her brain fully as that of a man, forget the

woman's life whicih is i..exorably placed_before her, and

de not fit her ior its inevitable work.
Some comsolation conceraing the issue was received froa
college woaen who did marry. It.was a well-established ract
that divorce amon; collehe women was rare. Also, the Figure
of the Census of College Women revealed that of 4,626 chil-
dren born to women college gracduates of tie classes 1900~
1910, only 4.6 per cent h-d died in 1915. These were low c.ild
uortality rates when compared to similar rates on & national
scale. T.:e education of wonen remained a high!'y controversicl

issue tnrouzhout the period.

Economic change, Womei's activities outsice tie ome had

increased greatly by tiic turn o: t:.e¢ ecentury. Tire increased
urb=nization, tnc proximity to places of cuployuent, and the
need of iniustry for l=.or, were major factors contributing

to e.._loyuent of women, w.ich in turn took tuecm repidly away
from home. With tic decrease in nouse:old production, there

was also greater need for an in.reased money in:ome, However,
the inoreased.employment of wom.n outside the home co.ld have
been the cause rather than tue result of the decrease in hLouss-

t:old production,

11Anon., "Is a College Education tle feét for Our Girls?®
Ladies' Home Journal, 17:15, July 1900,
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Trere vere meny Ifactors acco.nting for tie acceptance
of women in busine.s and industry. Tie development of the
telephone and typewriter created a demand for workers
requiring no great technical skill 6r .mascular strength.

Maﬂy opportunities for women office workers were the result
of a rising industrial prdduotion and an increase in trade.
Also, one reason for the great demend for women workers,
particularly in tlhe textile and garment trades, was the fact
that women would woik for lower wages thie:n men,

It shiould be noted th.t during the recurring depressions
o.curing during the e:rly part of tuie new cuntury, women were
increasingly forced to contribute to tihe fauily i.coue., In
1908, of nearly a million who were working in cities, about
gseven hundred viiousand of them lived at howme in fa.ilies where
there were other "breadwinners.ﬁ

There was a definite increase in women engaged in gainiil
occunations from 1520 to 1910.12 Between -1900. and 1910, the
e.ployment of wo:ien almost doubled from four million to eight
million engaged in 313 different occupations. In addition to
the increase in the proportion of all women who were employ-

ed, women have aluost consistently made headway in thelr place

12g¢¢ TABLE I, p. 22.
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TABLE 113
PER CENT OF WOMEN ENGAGED IN GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS
1880-1910
Year _ All Occupations Nonw~Agricultural
Pursuits

1830 16.0

1390 19.0

1900 20.6 17.3

1910 25.5 20.7

133rew, op. cit., p. 5k.
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agong all occupied perscns. From 1900 to 1910, tuheir advance
was so spectacular that it receded slizhtly i the followin
decades. Since census figures on aarried wouen did not in-
clude those widowed or divorced, the ;reat increase shova in
the proportion of married women gainfully employed since the
census of 1890 is of great significance. There was reported
in 1890, over 515,000 married women gainiully employed, this
nuumber bcing between four and five per cent of all married
women . 1%

It was interesting to note the character of the employ-
ment of women. Prior to 1900, nearly 61 per cent of all employ-
ed women ten years and over were engagzed as servants, waitreﬁ-
ses8, or in similar occupations. In 1910 this percentagze had
fallen to a little over 18, In 1907, there were 7,399 physi-
cians, 92,000 nurbes and nidwives, 3,000 women ministers,

463 female college professors, more than 86,000 secretaries
and stenographers, 4,300 switchboard operators in the city
of Chicago alone, and 120,000 women workers in the cotton

fields of the East and South,

14

Agnes L. Peterson‘ "What the Wage-earning Wowman Conitri-
butes to Family Support.¥ Women in the Modern World, (Phila-
delphia: The American Academy of Political and Social Scienege,

1929), p. 77.
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In spite of wouen's wages being low, the working girl
helped to increase the buying power of.t.e lower incoae
groups resulting in a rising standard of living.

A survey made in 1907 by the Russell Saze Foundation
showed that 66 per cent of Wousen employed in industry at
that time averaged less than $7.00 a week; 20 per cent got
$3.00 a week and only 17 per cent received more. The remain-
ing 3 per cent were listed as apprentices and were paid a
maximum of $3.00 a week and often less. Men in comparable
trades and industries got only 310 to $12 a week,

By 1913, the American farm wo.an constituted the largest
class of economically useful women. This was shown by the
fact that marriage was regarded as a burden by the poor man
in the city, but thought of as a necessity for the poor man
who owned & farm, At this time, the poultry products of the
nation wefe_equal in value to the cotton crop. They exceeded
the wheat crop products by four hundred thousand dollars and
were worth mare than the cowbined values of the rye, oat,
barley, and potato crops. Tne American farm woman of 1913 was
responsible for nine-tenths of tue poultry products of the
entire nation, |

This period witnessed a rapid growth in ‘the woman's cloth- .

ing industry. By 1900, there were manufacturing establishments
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in 32 of the 48 states, euploying 83,739 workers. The vast-—
ness of the indpstry called for a well-intvegrated force to
protect the interests of labor. This need was fulfilled with
the organization of fhe»International Ladieé' garment Workers
Union. This organization functioned primarily to help settle
the many disputes whieh occurred betwéen the mansgement of
the industry and labor. Many of these disputes were climaxed
by the "Great Revolt" of 1910. This was a revolt against the
sweatshop and contraeting systems. At the tiae of the revolt,
wages averaged $14 to $18 a week during the busy secasons, and
workers labored 14 to 16 hours each day. The revolt was tesmi-
nated by the adoption of a "Protocol of Peace.® This protocol
was based on the class—collaborationist theory which states
that "there is sufficient community of intsrest between
employers and employees to make permanent peace achievable
and that all metters in dispute éould be peacefully adjusted
through resort to impartizl arbitrators.

One of the important technological devel:.puents which
occuied during this peiiod was Edison's kinetophone as a
sychronization of sight and sound. This invention was a fore-
cast to the development of talking .otion pictures.

Electricity was introduced into city homes after the turn

of the century. This was =ccompanied by the wide use of elec-
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trieal labor-saving devices. However, even as late as 1909,
electric power lines were still rather concentrated in the

larger cities.1lb

Underzarments as a reflection of the period, The ideal sil-

houette of this period was best suited to the mature woman.
Lorge nips and a very small waist were decreed by fashion,

at the beginning of the period. The upright shoulders, long,
sloping bust, held-in waist, and forward chest, were support-
ed by the well constructed "straight-fronted® corsets. Twe
factors had encourazed this silhouette. One was the corona=-
tion of King Edward the Seventh, with its universal plea for
extravazence in clothinj; trhe second factor was ithc "new look"
based upon drawings by the artist Cherles Dana Gibson, who
tried to portray the typical Aﬁerican beauty. Since outer
garments had been g.ite picturesque prior to tiis pcriod, and
the dressmaker's techniques had reachsd their limits of com=
plexity; a natural result was exnphasis on the opportunities
afforded by undcrclothing. Thus, Edwardian undergarments were
termed "erotic®" since moral rcstraint had to be removed before

these sarments could be inade so 'alluring.ﬁ Other evidences

15Brew, op. cit., p. 30.
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of this change in ﬁoral attitude were noticed in the new
use of the terms "lingerie® in place of "underclothnes® and
"knickers" in place of "drawers."

Toward the end of this period, when the prospects of
war had becone nore cvident, the Edwardian silhouette was
gradually modified to a severe tube silhouette., Tue actual
outlines of :lLe body graduzrlly become more evident,

At the beginnin; of the period, corsets were heavily
bonedAdown the front. A short corset was worn by young girls
whose main problem was achieving the desired 25 inch wasp
waist, Older woimen, requiring more support, wore longer
corsets, which controlled the hips.
For inadequate fizures, much padding
and meny rﬁfflel were added to the
corset and all types were decorated

with laces and ribbons,

The more expensive corsets hooked | e }\\\
in front and laced in back, However, \\l\ \ﬁt\’
moderately priced coréets adveitiaed ) L)LY}:;}
in Good Housekecping and the Ladies! \

Home Journal laced in front. The \ \\

small-waisted effect wag achieved by

many gores which were usually cut bias and stayed with boning.
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Arount¥ 1905, corsets began to get longer below tue
waist and shorter above it. Thus, "The corsetieres of Paris
bring the corset nearly halfway to the knees.'16 -

As the tubular silhouette began to become fashionable,
there was reluctance on the pﬁrt.of many women to give up
their stays and lacings. The dcmand for boned corsets €on-
tinued a8 late as 1910 vhen flexible boning took/precedeneef
over stiff boning.

The 1910 corset cofiformed to the long, narrow line
of tihe outer garment. Cunuington described "Modern corseids
with very few bones, these ending at the hips, and the
basque extending almost to the xneeg *17

As the prospects of war increased, there was more empha-
sis on confort of foundation gzrments. Corsets were designed
for the "natural, upright figure. in 1910 the first all-
elastic step-in was nmade, and the "ventilated cerset® became

popular with workin. women,

16 ¢, Willett Cunnington, :tnglish Vomen's Clothing
in the Present Century (London: Faber and raber Ltd., 1952),

p. 69.
17 1bid., p. 101.
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At the bezinning of the period, "bust improvers® were
worn to nelp &dd fullness to the chest{\There was the
"patent bust improver, placing the possession of a bust
modelled on that of the famous Venus de Milo at the disposal
of every lady,* and the "Neena bust improver, cup-shaped
perforated metal discs, wt. § oz. the pr."18

Corset covers were worn'over corsets. Many garments
worn as corset covers were referred to as "bust bodices,"®
"bust supporters,® "corset waists,® and "bust perfectors.®
Some were boned and others laced, to give additional brezst
suvpport. They were varied in style. The
necklines were either.round or aquare and
not very low in front. Most of theu were
sleeveless but some had sleeve caps. The
"bust ruffle® had been replaced by the
use of fullness.across the bust in the

corset cover. However, a few corsets were

made to fit skin-tight. Corset covers of tie earlier part
of the period usually opened down the front; fastening with
buttons or ribbon ties. Later corset covers did not have fro:t

openings bu: were slip-over styles.

- 180, Willett and Phillis Cunnington, The History of
Underclothes (London: Michael Joseph, 1951Y, p. 21f.
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, Tae forerunner of the brassiere was Jaerer's "bust
girdle,” illustrated at the ’///
right. S
A woman in her vouth at
the turn of the century gave
the following account of the
origin ofrfhe modern bras-

siere,

About the beginning
of this century among
certain groups of girls
it was the custom to wear
a small garment, cut-like
a corset cover but fitted
very tightly to the body,
fulfilling the purpose of
what is now known as a
brassiere. This began, among the girls I knew, for use
under bathing suits but it proved so satisfactory that
they extended its uses for everyday wear. The garment
had, so far as I know, no official name at that time,
but .I. have.  heard it ligatly referred. ta as a "Strailt-
jacket.® Thin girls, naturally had no need for such a
piece of clothing, but wore instead a short panel of
white material with rows of ruffles about two inches
in depth. Tiiis bib-like creation was pinned under the
corsig cover or tied around the body just under the
arm,

¥ 19Holliday, op. ¢cit., pp. 272-273.
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The knickers of this period, also referred to as
"knickerbockers,” we.¢ of two types; ti.ose with wide
Zrilled legs, and tnre close-fitting "directoire®" type,
sozetimes referred to &s "culottes."/TLe consensus of
opinion in tic literature as rejards w..ich tvpe was .ore
popular supports the opinion tiat tie directoire type was
worn only by the "fas:ion~conscious" wi.ile those with wide
frilled 1le ;s were more enerally used./CunniJgton describes
nfine stockinette culottes witi riirbon bows at the knee
« o o Which appealed to tiose wiy preferred to be clad in
French words."20 Tre knickers with widé
"skirt-legs" were referred to as "the
divided skirt.' Directoire kniciers, illus—
trated at the right, were often called
"shirt-knickers." Around 1913, a variation
in shirt-knickers appeared, attributable
to tiie tango dance and the fasiionable
pe.-top skirts.

The characteristics of the new

garment is that it is formed entirely
of one length of irateriel falling fronm

20C, Willett and Phillis Cunnington, The Historv oI
Underclothes (London: Michael Joseph, 1951), pp. 229-231.
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tie waist in front to the knees and up again at the
back with slits at the sides for the legs.

Thew;ﬁ:Zise was not eonsidered a fashionable under-
garment during this period. However, at the beginning of
the peri-d, chemises of "Expire pattern, sloped at the
waist and tied with colored bows at the shioulders® were
available. The wain competitor of tie chemise wag the eombi-
nation, which had the advantage of fitfing more closely
over the large hips of the earlier sillouette of the period.
Because this factor was important, many chemises were made
on princess lines, with "long" skirts- actually coumbination
garmente, referred to as "cami-skirts.* The skirt portion
was divided into two parts. Another attempt
of the chemise to meet its coipetitor and
retain its place among tie undergarments
of the period was the appearance of under-

vests. In 1911, Good Housekeeping adver-

tised linen undervests, "cut chemise féshion,
but a trifle more fitted than chemises,

The chemise and drawers generally worn
near the end of the period are illustrated

at the righnt.

v' 21C. Willett Cunnington, English Wouen's
Clotiing in the Present Century (London:
Faber and Faber Ltd., 1952), p. 116,
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Combinations were .ore ponular at the beyinning of
the period. These were usually a coubination of corset
cover and drawers, but the Directoire knickers and the
chemise were more typical-
ly worn after 1909. The
conbination garment of more
delicate fabric was referred
to as the "chemilette."”

The Edwardian petti-
coat is illustrated at the
right. It was often referred
to as an underskirt, and was
very flared, fluffy, and
frilly. This flounced petti-

coat served as a good founda—~
tion for the yoked and fule
ly-gored day skirt fashione
able at that time. Sone-
times, the border of the
petticoat was "gstiffened with

horesheir or even steel.®22

7 22C. Willett and Phillis Cunnington, The History of
Underclothes (London: Michael Joseph, 1951), p. 212.
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The evening petticoat of this p:uriod was quite elabo-
rate. It weas identified by a pocket at the foot just above
the flounce.

By 1908, with the zain in fashion of the tubular sil-.
nouette, the petticoat was necessarily narrow. As the full-
ness of petticoats was continually modified, the tvpical
one of 1911 was a straight tube. To retain the affectionate
character of t:e pre-war petticozt, many hed accordian
pleating frbm tne knee level,

8lips were worn during thiis period only under trans-
parent dresses. Thus, the slip was described as a "long=-
skirted garment that fitted tne body rather snugly through
the waist and bust," similar in appearance to tie wodern
slip.

Knit underwear was not "fasuionable" during this.period.
Its use rather depended upon the weather. dHowever, the litera-
ture indicated considerable use of knitted vests and drawers
by the uore practical® or "less fashionable.* The winter
weight union suit, a cowbination of pants and vests, had long
sleeves, but by 1910, this garment had a lower neck, was
sleeveless, and ended abové tiie knecs,

At the beginning of thie peried hosi:zry was recovering
from a siege of gay=colored stripes. As long as skirts were
floor_length and shoes were high, the type of hosiery worn

was not a fashion issue. rowever, as snon as skirts became
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shorter and sioes lower, tie "fasilonable iosiery“ was
tranéparent and varied in hue. Seamless Losiery bécgme
quite popular near tue exnd of %.e period. Tuais was under-
standable since the cireular type knit was g popular pro-
duction technique. The seamiess nosiery, probably the
lower priﬁed, was often advertised as havi.g a fitted anxle,
If the production-metnod of shaping iicsiery was ﬁsed, it was
probably reserved for.fne sore—expensive hose. New eonstruc—
tion features in tie manufacture of hosiery were gaining
publicity at this time, Advertisements e:phasized "welt tops,"
"double soles," and "reinforced toes.®

The hose supporters worn during ti:is pcriod were ef an
interesting variety. There were "double strap" supporters,
& coubination of "safety belt" and Lose supporters, the belt
being worn around tne waist, and "brace" and lLose supporters,
actually s.:oulder straps attached to tihe supporters. The
modern type supporters, those that hook ontoe the corset, and
the elastic garter type, were also eomuonly used. A highly
advertiged type early in t..e period, was ti.e Foster hose
supperter, which served a Cual purpose. It made the abdomen
perfectly flat, curved the back in at the waistline, and
reduced the waist itself., Thus, it served ta1e purpose of

corget and lLose supporter,
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The Foster Hose Supporter nas a belt wnieh exerts
a2 pressure on tihe sides of tiae waist, meking it round.
It is the only supporter which has & swmoothly fitting
pad that can be adjusted either hignh or low over the
abdomen without leesing its shape. It has four hose-
supporting bands with new silk-looped fasteneﬁg, whieh
nold the stocking taut and absolutely secure,
Nightgowns worn during this |
period were floor length with
rather full skirts and fitted
waists. Those wWorn in cold
weather had long or three-
quarter length sleeves wiile
summer ones8 had low necks and
short sleeves. Soue were the
"glip—~over® type while otners

buttoncd down the waist front.,

Ruffled yokes and sleeve adges

were~prevalent trimmings along

with tucked and e.broidered

gections,
Bath and lounying robes of this period hacd full skirts, .
mostly fitted waists, though some hung loose, and had leng

sleeves. Throughout tlie period, tihere was a great demand

3 23Popular lonthl ,'55:No. 337, March, 1903.
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for Japanese kixonos'far loungi:.g purposes. Tils was attri-
buted to ti.e interest in tue orient following the Russo-
Japsnese War (1904-1905). These ki.cnos were quite elabo-
raﬁe and colorful and %every woman seewncd to have at least
one, and many iead several."zu T.iiese garuents uad kisono
slecves and were loose &t ti.e waistline, usually with three-
quarter length sleeves.

Fancy needlework nhcd retained its pooularity among the
Wamore practical® women and thie garment most frequeatly used
to display this talent was tae bed-jacket. Crocheted, knitted,
and eubroidered hed-jackets wecre plentiful throughout the
period. They closely reseubled the wmodern bed=jacket and
were often substituted for dressing-sacques,

Drsssing sacques, or short jackets with three-quarter
length slecves, were widely used during the period. They were
real necessities. Due to ti:e elaborate hair arrangements,
the dress was usually slipped on before tiue hair was arranged
gso that the sacque served the ourpose of protecting the dress
fron superfluous hair and make-up.

The fabrics used for undergarments during tais period

were many and varied. Fine nainsook, batiste, and "washing"

2 -
' 24y, p.C. and Elizabeth G. Crawford, Tie History of
Lingerie in Pictures (New York: Fairchild Publications,
Incorporated, 1952), pP. 75.
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silk were tlie popular delicatve fabrics while longcloth,
cambric, and muslin were popular for their durability.

It should he recallecd that it was during tne first
decade of the tweniieth century that undergarments became
very "elaborate and fussy." Thus, tie wide range of trim-
mings used on undergaruents during this period was under-
standable. These included: hand ewbroidery, Maderia work,
Valenciennes, Cluny, Irish crochet, and torchon lace, a8
well as tucks, beading and entre deux, fine buttonlole
stitching, wmonograms, and mechine-embroidered edgings and
insertions. |

Corsets could be found in a ranse of fabrics, the most
popular of wuiclh were French coutil and mercerized batiste.,
Other fabrics uscd for corsets included jean, rubber sateen,
and figured, mercerized broche., Prior to 1912, "rust-proof
boning" was highly advertised in corset construction but it
was in 1912 that "clock-spring steel covered with hard rub-
ber or celluloid," was first used in corset construction,
Brocade was used for the more expensive corseis.

Tie popular fabric for the "bust bodice" was coutil.
"Corset walsts" were to be found in sateen. In tiie Sears,
Roebuck fall catalogue for 1900, there was advertised a
"bust form" which seemed to serve tie same purpose as modern

day "falsies." T.is was constructed of "teupered braided
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wvire! covered with lawn. The %bust periectort was to be
found in jean and satin for winter! aand net for swmuer.

Corset covers were made of thin silk, naiﬁsook, melin,
and cambric, There were also knitted corset covers, usually
of cotton Egyptian yarn.

Drawers and knickers were of delicate as well as dura-
ble fabrics. Knickers were more frequently of woven materi-
als, It was of note that the flannel and alpaca knickers
‘had detachable nainsook linings. Drawers were more frequent-
1y found in such fabrics as inuslin, cambrie, India 1ongoioth,
lawn, nainsook, "washing" silk, and satin,

The cuemise and tue undervest; which were frequently
worn next to the skin, were found in only washable fabries
such as muslin, cambrie, linen, lawn, and batiste, with the
exception of silk undervests, |

It should be recalled that tue slip was worn during
this period oniy under summer dresses, It was usually of a
transparent fabric. Combinations were of nainsook, wool,
flannelette, and silk,

The range of fabrice for petticoats was ;reater than
the range of fabrics for any other undergarment worn during
thiis period. This range included: cambrie, lawn, batiste,
.cotton sateen or "heatherbloom," moirette, mercerized sateen,

Rusleen cloth; crepe de Chine, glace silk, charmeuse satin,
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"washing® silk, taffeta, triple ninon, flowvered silk, all-
silk satin, and knitted flannel,

While silk taffeta was considered the riore desirae _
ble fabric from tiie standpoint of beauty, cotton taffeta ;
was actually chosen by the greater number of women !
besause of its low initial cost and ,reater durability. /
The silk taffetas of the early 1900's must have been d
heavily weighted, for there was eontinued reference to
their cracking and.splitting.

0f interest was a "bridal petticoat®" of wiite brocaded satin
with scalloped flounces of wiite Spanish lace and ruffles of
¢ihiiffon beneath,

Knitted garments were of cotton, all wool, part wool,
uerino, and part silk. However, most union suits were of
coutil or lisle.

The L.osiery of this period was of great variety., The
"more practical™ hose were of cotton and lisle while silk
and casimere hose were worn by the "fasnionablel." Tie silk
stockings of 1909, sometimes called "boot silk" stockings,
were constructed "in relation to the clothing worn, The
silk extended only part way up the leg, the knitting being

continued with cotton yarn.“26 Hose supporters were .ostly

of coutil,

-

9 2531'“, op. cit., pp. 251=2%2,
' 261p1d,, p. 256.
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| Nightgowns worn during this period seem to have been
restricted to the "more serviceable" fabrics, namely, muslin,
cambrie, and flannel, Nainsook gowvns were worn by the "fashiona-
ble.*

Eiderdown robes were quite popular. Kimonos and bede
jackets for lounging, were of a wide variety of delicate fabrics
ineluding cotton crepes, silk, sheer wools, delicate painted
chiffon, and figured lawn. Dressing saeques were more fre-
quently of percale, challis, crepe de Chine, and wool,

~— Throughout this period, white retained its place as the
most popular color for undergaruents, However, undergarments
of color were used, but the production of colored undergzr=-
ments seemed to have bzaen related to cost; thée iore expen-
sive undsrgarments were usually to be found in colors, Pink,
blue, yellow, or flesh brocade corsets wWere com:ion.

In some of the hobble-skirts, so popular after 1910,
every seam was left oven from the hemline to the knee, These
were invitations to ti.e use of tihe briznht colored petticoat.27
Slips matched the color of tike dress with which they were

worn,

?  27pnnette Laverne Meyo,. "A study of Fashion in Women's
Clothing From 1910 to 1948 d (unpuvlisied liaster's tiesis,
S8tate University of Iowa, fowa City,‘1948), Pe (o
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Tre two undercarments wihicn were found in tie widest
variety of colors during tinis period were petticoats and
nosiery. Petticoats were found i. black, gray, w.ite, and
pastels &8 well as brijht stripes znd plaids. Black hosiery
with white feet, toes, and heels, werc tie most popular but
hbsiery was frequently advertised in eassorted colors. Light
colored hosiery was generally worn only in the sumner and
with evening wear, Brew mentionned the use of b}ack suoes
with scarlet hosiery at exclusive balls during this period.2d

Robes were mostly of nesutral colors but drsssing sacques
were frequently found in pastel colors as well as black and
gray.

Due to the great variety of underiarizents perforuing
similar functions during the first d-cade of tie twentieth
century, an explanation of the ways in wliich tiiey were worn
seemed justified,

Between 1890 =nd 1913, there was a ioticeable decrease
in the weizht and aaount of underwcar worn at one time. Some
factors to which this change seemed attributable included:
more effegtive heating in hoﬁes‘and puyblic places; possibly
the increased use of an outer coat; the inansnropriateness

of many lavers of clothing for the ncw "active lLife"; and the

2B8Brew, op. cit., p. 257.



43

higher standards of cleanliness whi:h encouraged use of
light weight fabrics for frequently laundered garments,
This }last factor also accounted for the gradual decline of
extremely decorated undergsraents,

The "excessively tight" drsss, feshionable in 1912,
was also an important factor in the gradual reduction in
the layvers of underclotiuing worn,

Brew gave a composite sumﬁary of tie ways in which the
various undergarwents were worn,

Tre corset was placed on top of the close-=fitting
union suit or vest and tien were superiuposed the corset
cover and drawers. Tie clemise might have replaced the
corset cover and skirt drawers . On §op of 211 this
was worn the petticoat or pettlcoate.2

The use of knit underwear seemed to i:ave been a deter—
mining factor in the specific undergarhents worn, If a
knitted vest or union suit was worn under a corset, the
chemise was worn in plrcce of ti.e corset cover. In warm
weather, when union s:its and even corsets were not worn,
the chemise was comaonly the single under;araent. When union

suits were worn, "skirts® [drawers witilout a crotch] were

worn in preference to "drawers."

29Brew, op. cit., p. 245.
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Cunnington noted that "corsects and stockings were oiten
worn with &) bathing costume." This was "fully justified
when a gallery of spectators has to be faced,"30

Concerning the amount of underwear considered "basgie"
in the wardrobe, there has been much speculation. Brew

stated tsat "by 1907 the knit-underwear industry alone was
 xroducing sufficient to furnish the American people, on the
a-vera.e per person basis, 3.306 shirts and drawers, plus
C)..323 combination suits. This would lLhave meant the equiva-
1 ent of two sets a year. "3l
The June 1907 issue of the Ladies' World su:;csted
tTXrat . '
four sets of underwear will provide a comfortable
outfit, and, if necessary, one can manage sasisfactorily
with three. This will incluie nightdress, drawers, corset
cover, chemise, short under-petticoat and long outer
petticoat. The list may be varied, omitting, for instance,
the chemise if the $orset cover and suort under-petti-
coat are provided, or uniting the corset cover with either
the under-petticoat or the drawers in one of the prin-
cess moiels for these coumbinatiom garments,
In 1912, Carolyn Kadnor-Lewis, writing for Good House-
ésiiiszzgggb sug;zested a supply of unterclothes for the school-
= S

——
—

B 30¢, Willett Cunnington, English Women's Clot-irg in the
X esent Century (Lonion: Faber an< Faber Ltd., 1952}, DPP. (H=7C.

BIBIGW, 920 C_i_t_o, ppo 471""“’72.
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Tie supply of underclot:ies suould inzlude four to
six union sults; the same number of wuslin combinations;
turee nightdresses; plenty of stockings- a dozen will
not be too wmeny, for tiie schoolzirl hes little time to
darn- ti:ree or four wi:ite petticoats; at least two dark
8ilk or jersey petticoats; a pair or two of blcck woven
tights; pleuty of handkerchiefs, an' two peirs of corsets,
one for everyday, ancd tie otl:er for evening and "dress-—
up occassions,

Prices of wouen's undergerrents vere moderate. Wendt
sypoke of tne "elezant wardrobe" of 1507, reported in t:e
C:.icago Tribune to cost $100. Uniergervents included in this

vrardrobe were: silk petiicont, $+.95; w..ite siiirt, $1.9%;

£3

Lv¥vo corsets, 32.00; tircce pairs of sto@;:i:;:;,'s, $1.00; and
" wandertiings," $'j.20.32
Sears, Rocbuck znd Coupany a.vertised corsets ranging
T xon 25¢ to $10.00. Tiree-fifths of theme corsets cost less
T =n $1.00 end a popular price range for corssts d.ring this
P < xiod ves the $1-83 renge. Tue move costlier corsets rangzed
Txon ten to fif{y dollars. Brocade corsets were frequently

S. A vertised from $35.00 to $50.00. In Good Housekeeping in

1908, there was mentionned a French siiop in 2 1l=rje American
< 3 -ty which displayed its "higliest priced corgset" at $360.0C.

Prices of corset covers, as ucdvertised in tue Sears,
R o evuck catzlozues, ronged frow &¢ to $1.48. Nine-tenths of
T 2iose advertised were less tian 50¢.

——

~

32Lloyd Wendf and Herman Kogan, Give the Lady Wiat Sie
wNa.n‘bs (Chicr:0: Rand iic Nally end Compeny, 1952), pp. 2(o—=7S.
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Drawers and knickers ranged in price from 13¢ to $1.6%.
Three-fourtiis of ti:ose advertised in ti:e Sears, Roebuck
catalogues were less than 7H¢.

Che.ises kand uncervests were priced at a low of 8¢ and
a high of 98¢, the cost increasing; with the delicacy of the

fabric, _

Combinations could t: bousht for as little as 98¢, The

Ty 3ghest priced corbination noted cost $1.29.

A carbric petticoat could be bougnt for as little as
3S9¢. However, petiicoats had a wide price range with & noted
T: 3 zh of $40.00. The popular priced ones ranged from $1.00
Tto $3.00. |

Knitted undergarments were relatively low-priced. A
4 3 sle union suit could be boujut for 40¢. However, Sears,

R o ebuck and Company acdvertised coutil union suits as nigh
B.s= $0.50. Vests ranged from 14¢ to $2.25.

Hosiery co.uld be bought for as little as 10¢ anc a8
Mmach as $75.00. Cotton hose generally cost less than 254,
L. 3 gle nhose were priced from 25¢ to 504 and silk nose ranged
T xom 75¢ to $1.25.

Brew concluded taat tie vpopular range for silk and

p& i sle hosiery was tne $1-$1.25 rang;e.33

33Brew, op. cit., p. 259,
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Sears, Roebuck end Coupany advertised coutil double
strap hose supporters from 8¢ to $l.25. Safety tvelt ose
supporters were priced at 22¢ and elastic gariers were 10¢.

Nightgdwna, also, snowed 2 wide range of prices, Those
of tie more durable febrics Were priced frou 35¢ %0 $2.00,

Tre typical price was $1.00. However, a gown of a celicate
£ abric cost as much as $18.50. . :

Robes and negligees were priced fro. $3.98 to $4S.SC,

zr1xd dressicg sacques from 98¢ to $1.48, as advertised by
S ears, Roebuck and Co..pany.
Underwear was frequently bou;ht in sets. Bridal sets
Were vefy popular and stamped sets to be e.broidered were
Vo 3 _lely purchased. In a Sears, Roebuck catalogue published
I 1905, there were advertised "trousseau outfits" including

i
2 £;owmn, un'ercliiyt, crawvers, snd corset cover, in cambric
T

[y

o §£.98 and in neainsook for §3.6F.

H

In noting fa=ily budgets, sugested and actueal, noted
Ty "women's mwao.zines" published during the first decace
O = tu: twentieth century, the percentaje of the yearly
T <=_mily iucome allowed for clotiiing averaged from oue-=tenth

to one-twentieth of tine total annual income.34

—

“34 gee issues of Good Housekeeping for January 1907,
B . 69; May 1907, p. 509; aud llarch 1909, p. 308.
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As regards underclothing in tiie clotrning budget, Brew
noted budgets prepared cduring tiis period, wi.ich rnermitted
an estimate of the awounts of an expenditures for under-
wear auion, people wit:i low incoau€s,

Neill's estinate for ti-e wouan of Lassachusetts
was two flannel:=tte petticoats, two drawers, plus an
additional expenditure of 70¢ for winter undersiirts.
Chepin allowed but one petticoat with an additional
expenditure of 50% for summer underwesr and £1.00¢ for
winter underwvear.,)D

Brew also mentionned sowue axzticles wuici eppeared in
magazines about 1909 concerning the "cost of living;“
T -:ese articles helped in estimeting budget allowances for
S1uapplenenting the unduri-ear werdrobe,

A woman who clothed a fa.ily of four on $70.00 a
year listed her yearly additions (most of whici were
probably macde &t home) as one dark underskirt, one
white muslin underskirt, three gauze shirts, two vests,
two cotton union suits (with two patched ones on_-hand),
silk ruffled drawers, and corset covers, Another woman
living in the country, while specifying none of ler
undergarments except a dark petticoat and a muslin
petticoat, stated that ner "summer uncerwear was made
chiefly from bleached flour-sacks." A contributor to
Harper's Bgzaar wro had & .onthly clothes allowance of
$5.00 (plus some extra at Caristmas) stated: "In liarch
I use tie allowance for underwear, buying tiree pieces
of longcloth for $1.25 a piece, making four nightgovns,
five pairs of drawers, five corset covers, and two
skirts.® (Tie rest of t.e money she used for edging and
insertion.) Ida Hawmilton listed in the wardrobe sie

55Brew, op. cit., p. 473.
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planned for a woman, w.o was to spend less than $50.00
a year for all clotuing:

2 woolen union suits 35.00
2 flannel underskirts 1.25
1 black sateen underskirt
(for winter) 1.00
4 pairs of cotton drawers , 1.60
gauze undervests 1.00
3 corset covers e
"1 corset 1.00
2 wiite undershirts
(for summer) 2,00

These were to0 be purchased over a pcriod of four years
witl an annual expenditure of about $5.60, $1.00 of
which was to be used for a corset a year. To have on
hend five or six pair§6of drawers was apparcently, not
an uncomon practice,

In the May 1906 issue of the Ladies' World, zn article
& y>peared wiich gave suggestions for remodelling old petii-
CcC oats, One reason for tie zppearance of tiis article was
the negative reaction given to tie then current fashion by
TIia e budget of tue average Women in 1906,

- The prevailing fasiaion t:2t insists on a petticoat
to match each coszume, and of equal pretensions to style
80 that its iLermonious blending may delight tie critical
eye when the dress skirt is daintily uplifted over muddy
strects, is plunging all beruffled feminity into woeful
expenditure, simply because tine perplexing edict is met
with the purse and not with the brain,

Diversity in petticoats is more tihan one of fashion's
essentials, for it is mereliy conforming to hygenic prin-
ciples and tnhe unwritten laws of cleanliness as to perso-
nal linen; but beyond some half-dozen selections in all,
embracing the cambric o:es of the summer-time and the
taffeta or practical sateen or moreen for winter's rigo-
rous demands, the average wowuan cannot afford to acquire
more, and one silk skirt generally has to suffice for
"besgt"® wear, no matter wnat the coloring of tiae gown it
accompanies,

36Brew, op. cit., pp. 473=UTh,
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GLOSSARY 1

batiste~ soft, sheer favric of plain weave,

beadigg and entre deux- lace like edging made of loops.

bias- in fabric, a diagonal line running at angle of U5
degrees to selvage of fabric,

broche- fabric woven with raised figure,

< anmbric- fine, closely woven, white or yarn-dyed warp
cotton fabric in plain weave wit: zloss on right

g8ide.

< &misole~ under-bodice, usuelly with straisat top and
shoulder straps of ribbon, lace, or self-material.

c hallis- light-weight, plain weave fabric without glosse.

S hieanige~ loose garment hanging siraight fro s shoulders,
covering torso.

L2 uny lace- bobbin lace m=de of neavy linen turead, usually
in largze, open designs,

S outil- firm, sturdy type of drilling .=de of nard-twisted
y&rng; usually cotton, in twill or figured weave,

£ 3 derdown- warm, lizht-weisht knitted elastic cloti: with
nappcd surface,

1l\ea‘l:he:rbloom- specially finished cotvon satecn.

Iiish crochet= crocheted lace with shamrock and rose designs.

d_San- heavy, twilled cotton fabric,
X ickers- loose breccies, usuzlly banded below the Lnee.

:L\aw:g- fine, soft, sheer fabric; usually cotton in plain weave,
filled with starch or sizing.
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iisle- a fine, hard-twisted cotton.
lonyclotih—~ fine, soft coiton, bleached but unfini:zhed.

Maderia work- embroidery ol overcast eyelets on linen or
cambric,

‘muslin- soft cotton fabric of firm, loose, plain weave.

nainsook- soft, lisht-weight, bleached cotton iu plain
weave with soft, lustrous finish on one side,

ninon- stout ciniffon; in plain weave; of hard-twisted yarns
with open mesh,

P egtop=~ wide at top and narrow at bottom.

Ruslecn clothe~ cotton taeffeta.

-

= tays- pieces of stiffening usead in corsets.

X oxrchon lace-~ coarse, bobbin lace of linen,

Y o ke~ fitted portion of 2 jarment, usually over shouldsr or
hip, to wiich the rest of tiie jorment is sewed,
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1914-1918

Socizl chonge., Tacs four years from 1914 to 1915 witnessed
the first World War, -
The struggle for woman suffrase had again come into

strong focus. As Dorothy Dix wrote in Good Housekesping in

1916, "The wodern girl is a suf:rragist by instinct. She
cLoesn't erzue about equal rignts for women., Sihe sinply takes
+ ue: for 5ranted.“37

Due t0 the great protecst against sufiraze, tueuv was svill
O eing expressed by many people, it was neccssary for tie
swuifra;ists to thini of t:ne possible consequences of tne

Vo te and what ection wouid be necescitated by it. In enclyz-

-

4 T {..is situetion, Dudley Harmon felt taat

Tne program for ..ost wo.en as soon as tney get the
vote cdoubtless will be to learn wnat ore tne ti:ings that
effect tunem tnat caa e iumroved tiurough toeir politie
cal ~ction. Tae vote will be the means for women's coop-
erating witn men in providing for netters affecting
wouen's every in%grest wnhica aneretofore have Tteen left
entirely to men,

Ti.e Pnew Aserican woman," wio was, in tiis veriod, very
Ty ear th: long-awaited state of eumancipziion, was conctantly
< xiticized for her changing behevior, especially by tnhe press.

751()111day wrote a vivid cxpression ol tiiis situation,.

37Dorothy Dix, "Tae Girl of Today," Good Housekecping,
€2:291, March 1916.

38pudley Harmon, "Tahe New Day for ¥Women," Ladics' Home
Journal, 35:29, April 1918,

-




53

In a very tight skirt, the Auerican Woman was
expressing her "desire for new cxperiences® in the
tango, foxtrot, and, most alarming to those interested
in hor welfare, the "sinuous debutante slouch,® And
the day was at hand when the old boned corset, thouth
still purchased was "packcd" for the curation of the
dance-~ a signal to §he inflexible of wind that uorals
were aelting fast,)

It was during this -eriod that the traditional patri-
archial family was in a state of disintegration. Tl:iis was
attributed to the impact of urbanism on the houe. The
increased use of tiie .typewriter had created many new jobs
for wowen in stores and oflices. More and more women were
absorbed in college careers, active in womean's clubs, and,
even at this early date, women were active in labor unions,
Tr.e co.unon bond fostering fauily unity Liad become less
economic and religious and siore affectional in nature,

The Birta Control movement was revived in 1914. The
leader of tuhis revival was Larzaret Sanger, a New York nurse,
wiio felt that the spread of information regarding birthe-
control was a good health mecasure. She wrote a phamplet on
birth-control, entitled Family Limitation and her efforts
to distribute it ended in a jall sentence for her hut

R I )

increased interest in t:e .ovement. With the organization of

the National Birth Control Leaszue, tiils movement made great

39Holliday, op. cit., p. 267.
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strides taroush propaganda and legislation, in spite of
much opposition, especially by.qrgagized religious ‘groups.

Thus the limiting of tue size of tne fa.ily coupled
with tiie increased ease in securing divorce, were factors
contributing to ti.e couplete "emcncipation"\of V0.1€1.

The then current opinion regarding wouen's colleges
is of interest when one ti.inks of thc advances of the
emancipation movement. In 1914, Jcanette Lee, writing in

Good Housekeeping, expressed a tpical opinion regarding

woumen's colle_es., "It occurred %o me, aaong otaer tiings,
that the present tendency to rezard life as a nore or less
one=sexed affair gets Special euphasis in collezes for
women ,* 40

There was a change in tiae attitudes of the proahibition-
ists during thiis period. Scientists had advanced the theory
that alcoholism was "iore often tie product ratier than th-
cause oI poverty, family disorsanization, and mental break-
dmm."”1 The acceptance of tiils theory resulted in the deser-
tion of liverals from the proaribitionists! mevbersiip and a
more conservative attitude a ong those renaining in the

SToup.

queanette Lee, "T%ﬁ Colle:e Woman in the Community,"
Good Housekecping, H9:36M4, September, 191k4.

Ylwigh, op. cit., pp. 127-128.
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By 1915, the automobile was regarded as a wmejor form
of recreation. It influenced a nuaber of urban changeé,
namely, increased mobility of neigliborihiocods, intensifica=
tion of the division of labor, the defelopment of surbur-
ban areas, and the gradual breakdown of rezional barriers.

An industry which was to fbster another xmajor form of
recreation was the lotion Picture innustry. However, during
this period, this indusiry was only at the beginning of its
great development and "according to conservative view at
this time, attending moving picture shows was classed élong
with such vices as card rlaying and gacbling, in the evil
effects produced upon the morals of the nza.tion.““’2

Club women were very influential during tiis pceriod,
With the coming of the war, a definite change was unoted in
their activities. The woman's club became a supply chanunel
for euwployers, especially tie Goverament. The result was
a nigh regard for tie wclub wouan" wiho so williagly gave all
ner spare time to sowme wmuch needed service,

In 1914, 4he National Federation of Wozen's Clubs had
6,000 local cIubs on its roster with %Le mexbers.ip total-

ing over a million. Ths scope of club work had increased

. ¥2p,7, Brockway, "Socisl, Political and Historical
Influences Reflected in Twentieth Century Costume,® (unpublished
Master's thesis, The University of Wasnhington, Seattle, 1939),

p‘ 990
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tremendously. The work of tihe Federation was divided into
three areaa,_hamely, the Practical Department, the Cultural
Department, and the Cooperative Work area, The Practical
Separtmenf.focused on such interests as the problem of child
labor, public parks, use of scliool buildings as socisl cen-
ters, medical and nursing inspection in scrools, factory
laws, "living wa_.es" for women, reforms in favor of property-
riéxts of womeh, and the single staondard of worality. The
Cultural Depart.ient supported traveling libraries and art
galleries. In the area of Cooperative Work, wo.uen's clubs
worked with the National Child Lebor Comuittee against

child labo-r, with organizations fostering factory inspec—
tion and compulsory education, with tie National federation
for welfare work, and with the Hational Prison Labor Asso-
ciation to regulate prison labor. The federation also orga=
nized and su-ported residéntial clabs for the new "career
womarn .

Breckinridge vividly expressed the conservative atiitude
then prevailing amons club women. At @& meeting of the General
Federation of Wouen's Clubs, held in Chicago in 191k,

There was much protest agai.st current styles of
dress, incdigmation because of "slit skirts, transparent

gowns and ridiculously narrow skirts" and distress
because: of iammodest dancing,
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Children's Year, when 1t was proposed, was heralded,
and the talk of standardizecd dress for woggn found con-
genial atmosphere in a world of uniforms,

ne Yauhg Women's Caristian Assbciafion was an important
organization during tunis period of moral chaos. It opened
boérding houses for women factory woikers, formed girls clubs,
opened recreation romes for girls, and provided 1éctures by

women physlcians -on "wartime social standards."

Economic_change. D.ring the Iirst Worl< War,'America was in
a state of widéspread prosperity. This sta te has been attri-
buted tb the nrofite derived from America's posifion as a
supply ceanter for tie war-haressed nations. Throughout the
war, jobs were plentiful an? aluost a2ll of tlhiea were charac
terized'by higner wa_.es,

The need for wouen war workers was the culminating fac-
tor accounting for women- spending so much time away from
home and fhe resultant_fa@;iy disinte5iation.

Soon after the war began, the Wouan's Comuittee was

fiecting coovcration and

w -

organized, with thie purpose of

coordination in tne e:plovment of wo .en., And, to lionor tais

Y38ophonisba P. Breckinridge, Wome in the fiwentieth
Cemtury (New York: Mc Graw-Hill Book Compeny, 1933), pp. LO-41,
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new and ilmportant econo.:ic role of wouen, "A design for
an official button to icentify wowucn s octive war workers
has been approved by the Woman's Co:inittee and the buttons
are now being furnished to wouien eligible to wear them.uu
During the war, the Governrent .anlcoyed the largest num-
ber of women, The new character of jobs held by women during
the war 1s thus noted. The neecd for wowen at the battlefronts
to replace manpower.resulted in a great.increase in nurées,
stretcher bearers, ambulance drivers, and workers in ammuni-
tion plants and factories. Wouen were trained as gtatistici-
ans, bateriologists, code clerks in the War Department, fine
ger-print experts, training camp policemen, housinz directors,
welfare workers, cafeteria menazers, shop draftsmen supervi-
sors in ordnance works, workers on gas masks, airplane worke
ers, messengers, ceputy shipping comuissioners, and printing
press fecders, |

As for what was to nhappen to women workers, after the

war,

Women « « o o Will not only te necessary to fill up
the gaps left by the vead and wounded by tle war, but
they will also be neccded to meet t.e deuand for an
increaesed indusiry to mest the competition with German
end Austrian products in tie markets of the world. Thus

m+Dr. Anna Howard Siaw, "The Woman's Cormittee of the
United States Council of National Defense,® Ladies' Home
Journal, 35:3, June, 1918,
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euployment is rractically ;uaranUVVG to thr sgreat majori-
ty of wouen wor;ers‘wpo hﬁve done theilr bit so success-
fully and so unselfishly,4D

Some immedicte cfrects of Vorld Var I are cited Lere,

The exuensivenecs of labor and moterials and the small
munber of women following i.ousenold routines during the war
period resulted in greafer effieiency in .ouxemnaking.

The wer had a tremendous effect on tie clothiing indus-
try. Material and laior shortages had resultel in a liuited
ci:oice of styles and a reduction in tne quality of fabrics
and workmansiip. These effects paralleled tie increased ime
portance of tie ready-made goarment. The fit of ready-made
garments was moCe quite looes in expectation of a wide range
of fizure types e.ong poscible purciasers, "Fasiion was now
8iring, principally, at a .uch wider social farget anc one

“

conseiderably nearer the ground."l+6 Only the wealthy retained

the practice of lLeoving a Jdless Nyede to miasure."

4518390 F. Ma rcosoou, "The After-tie-War Woman, Ladies!
Hoxe Journal, 35:16, July, 191&.

463. Willett Cthlubuon Enlish Women's Clothing in tie
Present Century (Londo:n: Faber and Faber Ltd., 19%2), p. 127.
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Undergerments _as_a reflection of tie ~er-iod. Dorotuy Dix,

writing in Good Houseiteeping in 1916, co.psred tue physique
of the girl of VWorid War I with t..at of tne previous genere-
tion.
Actual measurements show thet she averages frox one
to two incunes taller then her wother, that she weers &
shoe and a glove two or three sizes larger, and that her

waist aﬂd chest measurements are from six to eignt inches
bigger.*l :

Tiie ®barrel silliouette" was piedominant at the beginnin;
of t:e psriod. There was litile attempt to defi.e the waiste
line &n® most garnents fitved very 1oosely. Thé "debutante:
slouch" was a widespread posture type at tlhe beginuing of ths
period, but by 1915,

‘Alrecdy we are learning %o valk with an ease, grace,
and a cesrtain abandon tiot betokens a direct uniipeded

movement for tie lLiips, and are realizing tie exceeding
ugliness of t.e erst-while waddle « « . . Tie present

season will te noteworthy es Lhaving re-instated the natural

waistline . . . . We are once again, in possession of fig-
ures, perfectly proportioned. Waists are normal in the
truest sense and thnere follows a neatness and trimmess
of o&éline that is restful and pleasing to tie eye . .

“47pix, op. cit., p. 287,
v 450. Willett Cunnington, Englisih_Vo.en's Clotiing in the

Present_Century (Loncon: Faber and raber Ltd.,, 19557} p. 129.
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As 1more woumen vecawme active participants in tiie war,
the flounces and frills of tie earlier goerments began to
disappear and by the end of t.e war, iie design of under-
gorments hod becomé quite practical and co..servative,

It siould be recalled that at trhe end of t:e last peri-
od, around 1913, a tubular silnhouetie was predoaminant, Siort-

ly before Azerica entered tie first World var, a soft sil=-

nouette with naturel bust and waistline wes introduced by

Pzual Poiret, a designsr of tre rrench Coture. Tue entrance

of Arnerica into the wer wuarked tihc vegoiniing of the "Corset-
less Age" and tue predoninance of the "devutante slouch®
gillouette,

Protruding stomachs were perhaps a purely natural
physical reactiop, for corsets had now cowe.fo be very
negli_ible affairs &s far as giving mucn support to the
fizure. The bodies, Leving been practically wolded into
a form by "lacing," now releas: ' from t..eir confining
braceg lackcd tiie muscular tone to wmaintain a zood pos-—
ture.

As to the reason for thc "Corsetless Aze,"

Anerican women's sacrifice of their stays during
World Wer I released 285,000 tons of steel- Menoush %o
build two battleships." So it hos been said by a mene
ver of the Viar Industries oard. lirs. Nicholas Longworth
hes been credited with unofificially deciding foE her
countiry-worien {835 corsetis vere non—essentials.Jo

<~H9Brockwa&, op. cit., p. 114,

&

. POHolliday, op. cif., ©
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The silhouette introduced by Poiret gainsz=d popularity
<claiaxing the war. However, the outstonding characteristic’ of
c o x s8ets manufactured during tine war was tirat they had little

o x 110 boning. Corsets were worn jhroughout the war period,

e ssp>ecially by working women. The inference is that a more
ap>y>xopriate title for this period would have been "The Bone-
1 e = s Age", since the former title iuplies thet corsets were
rro -t worn during the period. Thc youthful and highly excited
s ;-2 3 sses" of tiis period were perhaps tinc only wouen to go

v A Twout corsets, due to Ti.e youtufulness of ti.eir physiques.

The zost widely worn corset of
L2 3 s period, illustrated at the right,
vex = of medium length [mid-thighl with
& medium low bust and had fairly

s€EX & ight lines.

Advertisements in wo.en's maga-
21Xy e g euphasized tue i.portance of
COX = ets for wouen wer workers.

- Patriotic wouen, who are so
Tunselfishly assuming unaccustoned
dabors tiat are taking their
strength to the utmost, are de-~
Yending upon the inimitable Gos-
sard for the higenie support
that safeguards their health and
that all-day coafort that incres-
ges their efficiency,

—————
v’ 5l See Good Housekeeping, 67:10%, September, 1918.
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The corset cover of tiils period Lhad ribbon shoulder
=t raps and covered only tie area from tuc waist to the level
o X the armpits.

The brassiere appeared under t.is title in 1916. It
s yposedly tuok the place of t e old-fasnioned camisole,

B Govwns of utmost softness and seml-transparency have made
= Toust support essential.*52

Tie chemise fashionable
A x ing t;;is.period had an Em-

e i:z:- € wvaistline, narrow shoul-
d.ex sitraps, and usually a
S cqguiraare or "V' neckline, T.:e one
i3 2 wustrated at the right was
2~ =rtised in VYogue in 1916,
The chemise stvle
illustrated at
the left was wide-
ly worn in 1918
and s..ows the
gradual trend

toward conserva-

tism in style

e
during the war.
= “ 520, Willett =nd Pnillis Cunuington, The
= History of Underclothes (London: iichael Jaseph,

1951), p. 229.
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Bloowers weie worn tanroaghout tae period in spite of
-+ xr€eir very strong competitor, tue combination.
i{iiss Lillian Drew, instructor in gymnastics in
Teachers! College conblders th.e corset-waist [Torset
cover] , from tune side buttons of wnicn hangs e pair
of bloouers, a most satisfactory type of underwear
for tne girl in her teens., Bloomers are iargely re-

placing the petticoat nowadagg « « « and they encourage
freedon of outdoor exercise.

There were two types of coabineations fashionable duringv

L2 A s period; the "teddy,* illustrated at the
xr A =< ::%, which was simply a cheunise witi a con- (ﬂl 7
nec< ting piece forming e crotch, and "cami-
k> 3 c<kers" also referr:zd to as "chemi-knick-
ers." Tnese were actually under-
slips, worn over the corset. A ’
button and a loop were at the hem .
to catch tiie skirt together in \\\k
"divided skirt fashion." The
'non—fashionable" but generally
worn cowbirn~tion illustrative of the uore con-
servative styles is picfured at tne left.

ine accepta:ce of styles created by Paul

Poiret resulted in a drastic reduction in t.e

538arah Coustock, "TOQav'u Sclioolgirl," Good Housekeep-

-—_E;L 632194, October, 191k,
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xxvamber and elaboration of petticoats., There was no room for
<1 aborate petticoats underneath tie thien fasaionable tight
=13 irt. However, the short, wide outer-skirt typical of tie
W& period brousht back the use of several petticoats necese
s &y to. support the outer-skirt. Underneath these petticoats
wa & worn a new form of
s 12 1 rt-knickers, very
Ff£rax 2 1 and wide, scal-
1 ox>ed and trimmed with
x 3 ©obhon with an elastic
a=x2d 2t the waist to
Y e-_-p them in place.

With the wider
skirts of 191% and
1916, the garment

. petticoat had
a brief return of
ite ancient glory.
yvoked and fitting
close at the hips,
it pecame wide at
-the hem and much
flounced and
irilled. 'The petti-
coat is a truly ex-
subéerant. tempestuous
affair' (1916). "Not
a few are set out °
with a line or two
of wire,' and there were fears of thc crinolirne return-
ing in the m:dst of a world war.b

7.
5“'0. Willett and Phillis Cunnington, The History of
Underclothes (London: liichael Joseph, 1951), pp. 227-229.
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With the wider skirts of 1915 "soue petiticoats
are divided into two wide leys a:d covered with: frill-
ing.'55
The 1916 petticoat was charactéfized by a double panel
o XE fabric down the front, necessitated by the use of more
+ o &.nsparent fabrics.

Near the end of the veriod, the grire
ness of th: war hal fostsref a more conser-
=.tt ive petticoat wnich was sligntly longer
12 = 7 the previous oncs and had a straizght-
Nnaayaging flounce. It is illustrated 2t the

3 ==nht.
' In 1916, the "wodern®

slip gpneared for evening

TN A An,
et~ " .
(‘;::1: )\ wear, usually cut "on tie
Vﬂﬁ\ straigat.® It is illustrat-— .
ed at the lect.
\ Plain hose were worn inrougihout the war,
\wn

= especially by working wo.en. However, hosiery
/ %{( (W\ witi: contrasting embroidery and lace remained
GEZ?——\~_-~,. the more Jashionable.
GG Quoit)
L T

< - A rTomantic note was struck durinz the
( war with 'regiumental-crcsted undies,' and
'what could te .aore delightfully sentimen-
tal than his name ecubroidered on one's
gartert! 56

\
55¢. Willett and Phillis Cujnington, The History of
nderclot..es (London: lichael Joseph, 1951), p. 231.

56Ipid., p. 224,

a




During
we re Eipire
£1r211 flared
c &1 garment

45 1 1 ustrated

'How our grand-
mothers would have wone-
dered could taney have
seen the underwear of
the present day, 8o gos=-
samer, with low-necked

nightgowns and taeir \
short sleeves, to say , l
nothing of the soft,

dainty negligee, an ’
extravagent necessity

of the hour. /

the nightgowns are abso-

lutely sleeveless . . .'Df

Some of

67

the earlier part of t..is period, nishtgowns
style, just-above-anxle length, and had very
skirts. A typi- . \

of tuls tvpe is // \\

at the right,

/)

N—x
AN

Toward tiie end of tue period, the
"conservative® nightgown assumed
a straizht silhouette. A typical
garment of tuis type is il.ustrated

at tre left.

~570. Willett Cunnington, English Women's Clothing in the
Bresent Century (London: Faber and Faber Ltd., 1952), p. 137,
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The typical pajama style of ti.e carlicr part of

4+ I is period ucd an Espire waistline and

\ Y |
w =8 very full around t..e hips. A garment ' \\\\
o XX this type is illuatrated at the right. // \
_ R\l ///

T o~ ard tte end of the period, the "uodern® / // i
! ’

4+ & i lored pajsmas were in wide use,
,/ Throughout the
/¢Z¢ war, the interest in
/é; tr.6 Ofient which had
begun at trhe time of
the Russo-Jecpanese
War continued to be
seen, through tihe
great dewmand for Japa-
nese ki.onas. During

this period, these por=—

ular lounging garnents

were characterized by a "draped silhouctte."

By 1917, there was a2 major change

seen in fabrice used for lingerie— the
Ch@mA 1y ge frow linen end batiste %o silk end other soft, cling=
g fabrics. Cotton underweer departments in stores had com-
E-).--‘LG-‘-‘i:.elj,r disappeared. Prior to the War, underwear I."d been made
O Qelicate liner and sossaser cottons frou northern France

8nad Belgiwm until the German army cut off tuis supply to Pari-
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&= 1 an manufacturers. Lyons, tie center of ti.e silk incus—

<y, engo"cd grect prosperity during tie war., Thus, tuoe
3 i ngerie nsanufacturers hadé turned to Lyons for a fabric
4: 2 -2t would teke tiae place of cottons and linens foruerly
1iss ed, The designers of lingerie hod been very much dis-

+1a2xxrbed over t.is necescitated change, but the crepe e
C Y1 3_ne tunat they chose ad made such a satisfactory garment
£ Xy ==t silk unierwear beccne the mark of feshion distinction.

There is a decided vogsue for . . . crepe de Chine
due lcrgely to its reasonable wearing cualities. It is
a little more expensive to buy in the beginring t
batiste or nainsook but it outlests other fabrics.o8

During this period, corsets were available in varied
f&a o rics. It was sround the besinning of tre war that the
f 3 x> 8t mechine knitted fauvric for use in corset cozstruction
s P ‘produced. Tais merked the first tine that an elastic
fé;FED:Dic was produced wiich w's not wade of rubber. Most cor—
ST & included soue elastic iuserts, but for t.e usost port
Ve X e of fabrics such as coutil, cotton broclhette, b-tiste,
et= ~tziine, noinsook, silk brocade, and bruche,

Brassieres or "uvendezus" as tiey were ofien .alled were

" e of silk brocade, silk jersey, "wash' satin, satin ribbon,

‘®.moric, wuslin, mesh, lace, and Irish crochet,

\

| S

3 5éKelen Koues, "Fashions," Good Housekeeping, 64:54h-56,
axnwuary, 1917.
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The fashionatle fsbrics for vie cleiilse were .crepe de
C iiine, voile se soie, and tulle. However, .chemises were to
1> found of batiste, =nainsook, and linen.
The camisole was of satin, Georgette crepe, messaline,
c xrepe de Chine, and "lingerie cloth."
Knickers in satin and mull wer:¢ worn, but in 1917, silk
c repe de Chaire blooumers beczue quite popular. Bloouers of
= rx A tted silk, .abutai silk, and chiffon were also quite
£ & s&=nionsaile,

Co.cbirations were .iostly of crepe ‘e Chine, but around

© i€ begin.ing of tie war, mull comuinctions vere widely worn.

Petticoats were of o wide ran_e of fabrics; tiie uore
= s=shionable ones were crepe ¢e Cuiine, satin, silk messaline,
tx 3 ple :inon, and rcdiua silk, Chiiffon wes 2 popular trim-
2 X-Tug:, Tae less expensive pctticoats were -requently of flan-

nel , cotton foulard, cambric, twilled cotton, nainsook, taf-

feta, and Rusleen cloth.
tost of til.e hosiery was silk, creating e delicate back-

ST O and for the decorative steel spen.les and beads used on
n
S A o x" hose =nd for lece insertions.

Union suits were of different wei hts ol cotton, silk,

&AM erino.
The fasniionaile fabrics for nightgovns included voile-
Qe~soie, caiffon, Georgette crepe, crepe ¢e C..ine, and fige

UTred lavm. The less expensive nighuigowns were of cambric,

Neinsook, ani bstiste.
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The pajamas of tne earlier purt of tiis period'were
mo8tly of crepe de Chine. However, as tiiese sleeping gar-
asents became sore tallored, the typical fanrics becane
betiste and flannelette.

Robes, ki.onas, and nezligees were of satin, crepe de
Chine, ciniffon, China silk, challis, cotton crepe, and mull.

The undergarments of the earlier part of t:is period
were lavishly trimied with laces, rirbons, suirring, and
nemstitchiing.

"The colors of undergarments have never been so varied
than in ti.is neriod. Wiiie was still extre..ely vopular, but
it was rapidly bein; abandoned ia favor of ivory, sky—blﬁe,
pink, flesh, lewon, heliotrope, an:i black.

It was intcresting to note the varied uses of different
undergar.zents during tiiis period.

As tne corset went lower, brassieres and bust con-
finers becace generally worn.5 :

The brassiere taxes tie place of the oamiﬂole.60
We should note in passing that for winter the cone

bination had already made its appearance,_ the old cheuise
and pantaloons being completely demoded.61

_ P9M.D.C, and Guernsey Crawford, Tuc History of Corsets
2.1 Pictures (New York: Faircuild Publications, Incorporated,
19717, p. 35.

-—_— 60c, Willett Cunrington, Enilish Wowmen's Clotkhing in the
E> resent Century (London: Feber and Fater Ltd., 1952), p. 132.

v 61James Laver, Taste and Fasi:ion (New York: Dodd, Mead
=.nd Compeny, 1938), pp. 1(ow
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Tlie great discrepancy of opinion regarding which under-

garments snoulid be worn was of reat concern to many.

So very closely does it funderweay] concern us
that Dr. Relph Oakley Clock, of the A:erican Public
Health Association, once said: "All that sanitarians
really ask for is full control over the underwear,®
Tais is an over-modest demand, but it ciows the i
portance of the gquestion- 2 gquustion on wiich doctors
disagree, while menufacturers reap e harvest from
their disagreenent. Union suits it s..oyld be in winter-
thaet point, at least is fairly agreed.

Tne tnrifty attitude necescearily prevailing during the
latter part of t..is period motivated a writer for the Lacdies'

Howme Journal to me..e an appeal to home sewers, to mcke use

of tie underclotining on hand wtich was not being worn.63
Some suzgestions were as follows: Nightgovms, used to msike
infant's dresses, ciiildren's petticoats, cheusises a:xd corset
covers; Ci.enises, out of wiich could be mncde ciildren's
2nd infant's petticoats, baty-pillow cases, pctticoet tops,
<hildren's avrons, and handkerc:.iefs; and knitted Z-ruents
(a1l cotton or wool sixed) for ciildren's underwear (shirts
and drawers), baties' abdominal bands, socks and stockings,

< rniildren's potticoats, wristlets, and mittens.

-

- v 623aran Comstock, "Today's Sc.oolgsirl," Good Housekeep—
Lz, 64:72-73, October, 1916.

/,63Ida Cleve Van Aaken, "The Clothes We All Heve on Hend,"
Xs mdies' Houe Journal, 35:32, Outober, 191&,




73

Prices of undergarments at the peginiing of this period
were woderate. However, there was a sharp rise in prices
during the war. The Bureau of Labor Statistics cowmpiled &
Cost of Living Index for the years 1914 to :1.921,6)+ in which
was noted the increase in the cost of clothiig. Assuming
July 1914 as a base (100 = $1.00), %he cost of clotning had
increased to 182.7 by 1918&, the dollar being then worth 55¢.
The price ranges to be assumed as "typical" of this period
were average prices after tlhe devaluation of tiie dollar.

The average price for corsets during tiis period wes
$4.00. However, a corset could be bought for as little as
$2.00 and as much as 3$50.00.

Ti.e price raxze for brassieres wés $1.00 to $4.00§ the
$1.50 or 52.00 brassiere was more rfrequently acvertised.

Cheanises ranged in price from less than $1.00 to $12.0C.
However, tie .ore popular range was from $l.25 to $3.00.

Camisoles could be bought for as little as 95¢ and as

much a8 $6.00.

Blo.mers and knicxers showed considerable variance in

P>rices, dcpending upon ti.e style and tie fabric,

61“Bureauu of Human Nutrition and Home Economics in
< ooperation with Buresu of Ajricultural Economics, "Rural
Family Living,® October, 1948, p. C=2a,
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Tirose of more dclicate fabrics ranged from $3.00 to $7.00
Wiiile the core popular price was $2.J00.

Petticoats siiowed a wide price range, Those of cotton
c ould be bought for as little as 29¢ but the silk ones were
at least $-.00. Tne averaze price for petticoats was 32.00.

Plain silk hose ranged in price from 95¢ to L.9%.
However, t..ose with eubroidery and tue "clox" Lose were
usually around six or seven dollars.

Cotton union suits were priced from £0¢ to $2.0C. Tae
rierino «nd silk ones often cost ¢s amuch as 386.00,

The typical price for nigntgowns cduriag tanis period wés
$2 .95, liowever, caubric ones could be bousht for as little
= s 49¢. Soze of t.e fashionsble "voile-dg-soie" gowns were

pr iced as nigh as $11.75.

An average price for fasnionable lounging .owns was

$BA €.50. Sore of the cniffon n:uglige.s coet as much as $30.00.

At tie beginning of *this period, before the full ime

©3.Cct of the war was felt, the number of undergarmcnts consi-
dex ed "basic" in the werdrobe continued to incrcase at the
< Ornrgsnd of fasuion,
It was recommuended tiat ore siould iave "three pairs
of corsets for deily use"; a sports corset for motering

and sports, a corset for ordinagg wear, and a fine flexi-
nle brocade corset for evening,

\ .

’~65Crawford and Guernsey, op. cit., p. 35.
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Tae silk stocking craze did not :econe jeneral
until 1917 waen practically every wouan wes eérning
e o o As tre months passed women of tie uprer classes
dressed .wore and more plainly, even sln.ab’.é%ly. Saart
clothes were looked upon with disfavour,

—
660 Willett, Englisii Women's Clotiing in thie Present
Century (London: Faber and Faber Lid., 1952), D. 120
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GLOSSARY II

cixiffon- soft, delicately shesr fabric in plain weave; often
used double.

co tton foulard- soft, fine, mercerized cotton fabric, plain
or printed, on twill weave.

crepe de Chine- lustrous, finely crinkled, washable fabric;
plain or printed; ususlly of silk,

cx inoline~ fabric or hair stiffened silk or cotton, used
a8 a foundation for support. Originally made of
horsenhair and linen.

Georgette crepe- sheer, highly creped fabric of fine texture;
plain woven of hizh-twist yarns,

= O ssamer- sheer, t:in, flimsy; thiin, soft, ,auze-like fabric,

Hhrabutal- thin, soft, plain-woven, waslable silk febric uade
in Japan,

reliotrope~ tint of purple-blue,

In emstitcning= ornamental needlework.,

mie xing-~ fine wool of merino sheep.
e sh- network, natting, or spaces enclosed by tureads,
We sSsaline- light-weight satin faoric.,

mual 3. goft, sheer, plain woven light silk or cotton in wiite
- and colors.

2512 taloons- during eighteenth century, closely fitted
trousers fastencd at calf; modern adaptation
ol pantalets consisting of long leg portions of
sheer fabric fastened at ankle, for wear under
hoop skirts or wide flaring evening dresses.
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Sshiirring- three or ..ore rows of gathering.
vl le- fine, small-meshed net,

Yo ile de soie~ plain, fine, transgercent fabric,
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1919-1928

Social change, This period was characterized by far-reach-

:irlg;conflicfs in uorals, religious thenes, and the many
PTroblems of a‘post-war world,

A fundamental change in Amnerican psyciology presented
1 tsgelf in the form of irresponsible attitudes and the "eat-
dAx ink-and-be-uerry-for-tomiorow-we-die" spirit which had
been prevailing throughout the war. Tiie returaing soldisrs
had many problems in readjusting to civilian 1life, and the
inability of "church religion®™ to cope with these problems
wa.s a constant threat to its stability.

Tie world, having relaxed its tension Gue to the
excitement -of the war, its culwmination and the return
of{its heroes, was now settling down to & restless,
futile desire to amuse itself. Tae tendency of Auerican
veople of the day was & "resolute refusal to face the
facts "if by any chance tuey might "turn out to be un-
pleasant.? With unusual avidity they seized upon the
new fads and trivialities wiiich were now rapidly forth-
coming and followed the scandals published in the pazes
of our newsgapers and pulp magazines With unsavory de-
ligit « o .0

There were two distinct types of American women during

€ 113 g period. One was the wouan wh
e o o belonzed to the youth group by right of chrono-
lo;;ical age, feeling tnat they already possessed those
qualities which were the highest attainment to be desired,

67Brockvay, op. cit., p. 123,
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considered their position one Qf privelgged impor?ancgs
and therefore were at liberty to lead tl.e procession,
lne other was the "conservative® younger genration of the
past, wnd.was gradually coming to the realization that it was
1o lonser in the limelight.
The behavior of the youtuful "new wouan"® was guite a
T a&rget for controversy and criticism, méinly because her role
with the opposite sex had changed so radically, from the "pre-
war iderl of gracious fewminine cowmpanionsiiip® to tlie role of
®casual, lighthearted, irresponsible playmates.'69 She had
succeeded in ignorinz the restraints and conventions of the
P xrevious age; tinis coupled with the "taste of frecdom" she
experienced during the war furinished acecuate supporti for a
=w way of thinkin-.;:..

It was easy for tuem to think of tiieuselves as a
generation who had been condemned to go through the hell
of war because of the migtakes of tieir eldiers, whose
admonitions on any subject must therefore be suspect, (0
One outstanding outlet for tihis "new way of life" was
art of tie dance. When one views tie status of this form

OX recreation during the 1920's, there is speculation as to

68Brockway, op. cit., p. 13k,
69&00..cit.

Hem TOFrederick Lewis Allen, The Bi: Change (New York:
S*X=3oer and Brothers Publishers, 1992 ), pp. 133=13k4.



80

whether it was an "art" during that period.

The Ancrican people, or a great part of them, will
never be the same as they were -before they 1earneé the
disgraceful art of t..e shimuy or toddle. It is likely
that the birth rate will be affected. The next genera—
tion will show certain physical consequences. There will
be more weaklinis and fewer stalwarts. The crop of human
wecds will increase. Instead of real men and wouen, we
may seasonally expect an augmented_stock of lounge 11-
zards and second-zuality "vamps.'71

T::e questionable morality of this new form of activity
as well as tiie consciousness oi tvue existence of two distinct
age zroups vas of great coacern to the older group which was
groping for tre controls.

Acong the ruleg contained ian tire booklet for dance
regulation issued by the organized professionals is one
ti:at separates extreme youth from a.,e in public places
or otherwise. Youngsters under eighteen are not to be
admitted at grown-up functions. Tuls coincides with regu-
lations in some hign schools end also with civic or state
law in sone sections. Animel nases for dances, such as
cat step, camel walk, bunay hug, turkey trot, and so on
are disapproved as of degrading tendency. Lgysid-and jer-
ky music is condemned, wnile a medium dance tempo, rang-
ing from forty weasures to the aminute for the fox trot
to forty-eight for the waltz, fifty-four for the two=
step, #nd sixty-six for tne one-step, is recommened,

Tnere are ‘ten "Dont's,® which may be sunmmarized:

Don't permit vulbar jazz music; don't let young men
hol}d tieir partner's thutly' no toucn1n~ of cheeks wnlch
is public love making; no neck holds; no shimmy or toddle;

"no steps very lony or very sunort; no dancing from the

Tl5ohn R. Mc Mahon "The Jazz Path of Dezracation,"
Ladies! Home Journal, 3§ January, 1922.
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vaist up but ratier from the waist Cowniy; su estive

wovements barred; don't copy stoage s:ulfy doa't hesi-
tate to =8k offenders to leave tie Tooi, (2

any orzanizations were engased in constant protest
azainst the fasuions and beohnavior of tiis "new woman." It

saould be kept in mini that the members of tiese groups

were ainly the "conservative" persons of tuc past younger
senzration,

A group of womzn of a New York Episcopal church pro-

. -

poszd an organiz:tion to discoura e "aude fasiions™ and
"improper warys of dancing." Vowm:n's or:anizations sponsored
caupaigns against "iavodcest dress." Even leial sroups were
concerned with these "grave, moral problems,.®

Legislators in several states introduced bills to
eforsn dress, souxe of which were as follows: Utah's

vrovided fine and iuprisonment for trose wiio wore siirts-
higner t:oan three inches above tue anikle on t..e streets.
Virginia put a ban on suirtwaists or evening covmns that
displayed "more than three inches of ner taroat.®™ Ohio
desired to prevent tue sale of yarments waich unduly
displayed or accentuated the lines of tne fiure and to
prohibit any "female of fourteen years of age" from wear-
ing a "skirt which does not reach tnat pert of the foot
known as the ingiep." Needless to say, none of tiean be-
caile 1laws o+ o

Certain schools ruled that skirts musit come four
inches or more below tne knee, :.etticoats must be worn
with all tight skirts, and the 4irls must adandon the
wearing of rfancy garters below, or rolled dovm stockings. 4

(2John R. Me Mahon, "Unspeakable Jazz Must to," Ladies!
Home Journal, 3% :115, Deccuber, 1921.

13Brockway, op. cit., p. 122.
‘O. ‘

[Ab]
|

THHolliday, op. cik., v.

-
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In 1920, it was considered ilmwmoral to uce rouge and
ligstick, but by 1922, there was =no at.eunt to disjulse
t.eir use. Tais resulted in t..e virtual Y"upspring" of wouen's
beauty s.iops and t..¢ vo.oue Ior suhort neir resuited in i€
"ecbrassing situation of wo..en entering men's barber s;ops.75
Tiuere was onc phose of activity i: woich tae "new woman®
struck a posit:ve note-= that of advertising.

"Since a Wo.icn is Finelly a Yowman®" was tlhe cention
¢lling unierwear series

1
for tue first adverticcucnt in & ¢ :
of 1v26. Tne slo an for tne adversising caapaizn becaue
"Franxly a Vo.en" . . . . .
T::is series o adver isement, "cas:iing in on tue
c..ale tencency to wear as few cloties as possiuvie," as _
tiie ca.paign was descclbed, was still considered Caring.7°

Previous to ti:is period, advertisiny ncd worxkel in a restrict-

]

asiion dug to t:ie "canon trnat und-rwear scenes »ad to pe

Hy

ed
restricted to bedrooms end tae bedroom iad to be l-bzled a
bedroom by thh use of beciground accessories," This necegsi-
tated "fa.ily resc.blence" of advertised under;a:ﬂents, pre-
senting tae problem of repetitive copy witn only "umercien-—
dising t21k" as an alteruetive. Underweer acver.isers success—
fully tackled t e old canon by accordin. wo..en the privelege

to correspond with then avout "fascionéiie under_erments.®

75Brookway, op. ¢it., pp. 133-13k,

T6Ho11iday, op. cit., pp. 236-290.
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By 1921, movies had becoxe oune of the most popular
netional forrs of amusement. Of course, tie popularity
of t:iis form of recreation was dependent upon its appeal

to tie genera: public, and priwarily, t.e new "youner

o

seneration." Thus, dovies werc G ite absorbed with tie

)]

»Irairs,

Q

provlens of the "{riangle" in love and marital
guite a satisfactory area of concern .to tue "younger ones,"
but to -tie more conservative group,
T.e movies are bzd., Tue wmovies cre vile., Tie movies
are de.oralizing. Tuee wovies ere indecent. T.e .ovies
are unrit and wiclezan. So t..e co.piainls pour iu, vie
great bulk of trewx from wouen. Yet it is for wo..en tuet
t::e modern panotopleay is msde, Producers adweit end pro-
test touat thiey have womeniind wnowre o lecs exclusively
in view vhen they fairicate wuat is bzing projected on
tne screen nowacdays in tre majority of motion=picture
siow places. (7
Ti:is "iawsorality oz t.e Jovies" wvas favoresle to the
under-ear trade. kovics bLecame siaotier puclicit: tool for
the trade, and un'erwear scenes soon .ecane a feature of the
screen; "certain stars even speciclized in such nizh mo:ents
of drema.®78
Tiie morality or tie theatre wes unicr more rigid control

wae . cospared witii tiav of T.e .ovies,

[TBerton W. Currie, "Co..on Scnse end t.e Film lcnace,®
Ladizs! Howo Jourrul, 38 :24, april, 1921.

78Hollidey, op. cit., p. 290.
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So far as actious oun t.ue stage are concerned, waere
the obscenity is obvious, eitnrer in tie lzck of dress or
in t:- double neaning of so-called jokes, and where tiere
is no atte.pt to screen as it were t .e immoral a:xd ouscure
undertone of tne whole performance, the police would, un-
der tne law, nhave a right to act at once by arr?sting all
concerned and treating it as a public nuisance, J

Concurrent with tne development of t.e Lotion Pici.re
industry was tie growta of tie racdio, wiici hed been developed
after tae war- anotner communication tool Zor the spread of
the "nsw ways of life."

Several other factors contributed to tiis period being
aprropriately called tane "decade of Gad lenners." One of tiese
was prohibition, wiica hnd become a law. Buti in that dar of
disregard for moral and legal laws, tinis was just a:nother one
or tie laws t..a: wus igaored. As a result, cocktail wvarties
were Lrequent occurrences and drinking became "the tl.ing to

do." Writing in the Ladies! Home Journal in 1923, Bzrton Cur-

rie remnarked, "The pronibition enrollment is shaping its

course as an inevitable class. issue, Tie fashionavie rich

demand their rum as an inalienable class privelege."so
Groves m-de an interesting obszrvatioun concerning WOllim

en's participation in tire fiylit for vronibition,

79William L'c Adoo, "Incecent Plays and tne Law," Ladies'
Howe Journal, 42:28, May, 1925,

€0B=rton Currie, "Soft lorals," Ladies' llome Journal,
132, March, 1923.




It is true tnat the Liguor interests fought, tooth
and nail, every attempt to advance women suilrége, fron
motives of profit. l.eiy wmen =nd women, BowWeverl, Wio were
on thicir side were as opposcd to w:iat t..e saloon stood
for as thre wost ardent prohibitionist. The, peunetrated
deeper into the meaning of t.e evils of inteuperance and
considered tne prograus of pro:ibition supported by t:e
vast majority of women sufirase leaders a demonstration
of the dangers of fexinine inf:iuence in politics.©

The divorce rate continued to increase througiout tois
period. In 1924, orre out of every six warria-es ended in di-

vorce. In 1325, Good Housexgcping polled the opinions of

judges of courts, throughout t..e country, to try and explain
the reason fSr t..e nrevalence of divorce. wabel Daggett, wio
coupiled the resclts of tue poll and wrote tue articies for
publication said,

Up until a few years ago, pu lic sentiment <eterred
many a woman irowm divorce. sow & cheiyed puklic sentiment,
togethier-witlii the economic emancipation of wo.:en accountis
in larse msasure for the aeavy increase in tue ratio of
divorce to garriage . . . Seventy-five per cent of tue
women ciwloyed in t..= uicier skiiléd industries are stay-
ing on after marriage- £t lecst uatil they're certain
what they can count omn,.©

The followin; exprescions, cuoted, were typical of opini-
ons given by judges when :Le poll wvas talen,
Divorce is done by wo..en,
When the husband declincs to ad.it thet e wife is

T
¢ntitied to eguality, the result is disputes, nair pulling,
ana eventually divorce, :

Slirnest R. Groves, Ths Aucricen VWoman (liew York:
Eaerson Books, Iuncorporated, 194+), p. 353.

&2, . . e . \ .
zhaoel Potter Dag.ett, "Wihot t..e Judiges Say About Divorce,
Good_E :useigeping, 60:103, 110, kay, 192%.
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Tne avera e Vo .an will nos rerain a wife ond taie tle
sexie abuse froxn an 1ll-netured ousband today as would a
wife of fifty yearc cgo. Tueun sie reueined a datifal wife

by force of circwistences,

Ve of an earlier age -.ay deniore divorce anl re_ret
that voutn does wnt nave tune Fortitvde to bear t:ie SOrrows
of a mistaken rarriaje for duty's salke. But today the world
supports t:e sarried person w.io will .:ot enl.ure or sacri-
fice tiie eaiities of 1ife to a i.eorevicel idea.

" Ti.e doctrire thet man ud wife are one- £ué thiat one,
e man~ is being knocized into & cocuvd Tal.

$ill most of all, it secas that divorce is due to
tne t: pewriter.

iMarriazge is wowan's oldest occupition. Woen it was
l.e only one, it nad to te "for beiter, for worse.,' After
a while, there was a choice Letween scrubbing and school
teacuing. Still, "sood women" stayed married. Divorce
rould bar thzem fro. heaven and huwnap society. But sarriage
today, wiy, see LoWw wome. leave it.°

Tne year 1920 witnessed tue ratifi.ation of the Niaeteenth

Arendment to the Urited Statss Constitution. Tais legal sction,

2lso knovwn as the Susan B. Antuony Aacndment, granted wouen

tie nard=fow:iit=for privelesze of equal sufirage. The first

World War had provided sufficient stimulus for the passiung of

ti:is law, since, throughout the war, women had workcd "on ecual

footing" with wmen ani tue return to "women's occupations" was

very unlikely.

83Ma’oe1 Potter Dag.ett, "What the Judges Told Us About

Divorce," Good Housekeeping, 80:156, 159, 160, 165, A--il, 192°%.
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Wo..en nhad desired suiira:

se for two wajor reasvns: first,
"as a principle of cc.uocracy denied in its application to
one-uclf tie peorle,® and second, "as a neons of wmiking women's
point of view effective in goveranment &s a contiribution which
coull be helpful.®
No suumary of answers to "Waat do wowen want with the
votet" would be a fair one that did not include: "A single
standard of morality; a genuine and mutual respect which
will meke it 1lupossible for relations between .ien and wom-
en in t.:2 work of the worlde whether in art, or scisﬁoe,
or business- to be deterained by sex consciousness,

The reactions of tze general public to the passage of the
Nin . tzcnth Amendient were veried in charazcter. A vopular opini-
on was tihat "len have vesun to fear wo.oicn because they are sur-

i . ¢
passing them in so wany lines of endeavor."®2 T.e vote brouzht
into focus tne "unerring insizht and tie fearless energy of
mothizriood, waich will .uore and more demand taat wholesoue pub-
lic issues shall not ve sacrificed upon tie ealter of practical
. I

politics or even of secret diplouacy.,®

Barton Currie, writing in the Ladies' Home Journal, vivid-

ly expressed the reaction of the anti-suffrayists to tie pas-

saze of the amendment,

84Esther Everett Lape, "Wiat Do Vomen Woat With the Votel?®
Ladies' Home Journal, 37:92, laerch, 1920.

&SMrs. 0.H.P. Belmont, "Women as Dictators,® Lodies! Home
Journal,39:43, Ssptember, 1922.

86Eugene Davenport, "You Can Change t:e orld," Ladies!
Hore Journal, 39 :129, January, 1922.




he extreme feminist is about the worst snob the
world has yet produced. She tninks of herself only as
a superwoman, She conceives a biological impossibility
of sexlessness., Where tiiere is tiae greatest freedom in
the world for womankind, she finds slavery and degrada-
tion. Wners there is new freedom for women on an even-
expanding scale, she strains a morbid fancy to raise
bogies and banshees of man tyranny that h%¥e been buried
since the dawn of tue nineteenth century. :

Two groups of feainine leaders exnibited even uore cone
trasting reactions. Leaders of such orzanizations as the
League of Women Voters, the Federstion of Women's Clubs, the
Consumers' League, the National Federation of Business and
Professional Women, the Association of University Women,.and
the Women's Trade Union League, weré typical of the group that
said:

e o o let wouen prove themselves worthy of all the
rights tney have gained; let them use tnhe education the
.8chools have given them, the business and proressional
freedom already won; let them show the world the fine
qualities of citizenship they possess; let tnean improve
every phase of 1life they touch and make thig world a
better place for all tne people to live in, &

But the other group of restless leaders replied:

Is wihat we have today freedom? If tuis is what women
fought for, it was not worth wnile. We want .iore. We want
our own names in marriage . . . We want the rizsht to be
motners witiiout the restrictions of marriaze . . o We
want careers with none gf the fetters wnich wotherhood.
and housewifery impose.od

8TBarton Currie, "The Hamburg of Sexlessness,® Ladies!
Home Journal, 38:24, May, 1921.

&8garrie Chapman Catt, "Too Many Rights," Ladies' Home
Journal, 39:31, Novewber, 1922,

89Loc. cit.
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In 1921, there was noticed the still recusaining tendency

for women to rely upon their husband's political judgment.
To zoi:bat this tendency, the Leazue of Women Voters was orga-—
nized
e o o to dim into women's ears thi't they must vote
intelligiently, and not quiet their consciences with
"I know I oucht to but—." Many of the rzasons which fole
low the "but" are what modern psychology teaches us to
call camouflage reasons. It is a little difficult for a
grown wouan to admit even to herself that her real reason
for not votin, is ignorance, not knowing quite what it
is all about . . . Here and there a wouan n'.s been extra-
ordianarily well informed on politics but she has been the
exception,

In 1921, the VWoman's Joint Congressional Committee, later
thought of as the most powerful lobby in Washington, was orga-—
nized. It was described as "the outcome of a uovencat on the
part of the great national organizations to ool their resour-—
ces and cooperate for the support of Federal legislation which
affects the interest of women in particular and makes for good
governazent in general.91 During this period, the Committee
supported passage of the following laws: the Shepard~-Towner
Bill for promoting the case of maternity and infancy, the Cur-

tis-Gard Bill regulating child labor, tihe Rogers Bill for inde-

90Maud Wood Park, "Why is il.e League of Women Votersi®
Good Housekeeping, 76:206, March, 1923.

9lcharles A. Selden, "The lLost Powerful Lobby in Washe
ington,% Ladies' Home Journal, 39:93, April, 1922,
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pendent citizensuip of wowmen, and the Fess Bill, enlarging
the scope of the former Swith-Hushes Law, so that state
universities would spend as much for Home Econoaics educa—~
tion for women as they spent for Agriculture education for
men,

Local women's clubs continued active throughout this
pexriod. Club members tried to help out in the rehabilitation
of disabled soldiers; they organized clubs for foreign women
and taught them English. Even with the widespread activities
of the national women's organizations, there seemed to have
been much work yet to be done by tne local club woman,

The attitudes of the collese zirl of this decade had been
gl?eatly affected by her new status and the changed wmorals.
Sasan Benedict, dean of the 1926 class of Szith College, com-
nented on the outstanding characteristics of ti.e "modern girl.®

The girl in college today is unwilling to dig into

a subject to learn for herself if it is interesting. She

requires Montessori treatment, like a child. She is will=-

ing to throw her whole mind open to you as a beautiful
sponge, but demands that you squeeze something into it

all the time which she considers interesting or thrilling,

Her attitude toward required subjects is that if they are

requi§ed they can't be interesting, so let's get rid of
them,72 |

%2charles A. Selden, "Wny Smith Colleze is Different,"
Ladies! Home Journal, Yos 7 , August, 1925,
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And as for the typical reaction of ihe 1924 colleze grade-
uate to the new and changed world,

In any form of wage-earning, from tyve-writing to
bond-selling, from feeding a loom to painting a picture,
your daughter passes through two stages., The first may
be summed up in the word "adventure®; the second stage
falls under one or two heads, absorption or resignation,

, During the first period your daugnter will probably
enjoy contact with the business world and find it stimu~
lating. If she is a potential genius in her line, every
step in her progress will satisfy and delight her. But
if she is the average normal girl, consciously or sub-
consciously she knows that she is merely marking time in
businegs. Eventually she will meet the right man and
MaArTyeJd '

During this period, the process of urbanization was still
in full swing. The influence of the automobile was mos{ out-
standing. By 1925, car ownership was no lonzer a class distinc-
tion. The migration tendency resulting from such a large num-
ber of automobile owners had stimulated the building of tourist
camps, roadside inns, and gas stations on highways.,

The urbanization of America had gffected recreation in
.several ways., It stimulated the desire of the wealthy and mid-
dle classes for more outdoor exercise and the increasing pro-
fessionalization of sports, as the lower classes had neither
time, opportunity, nor money to participate. Thus the lower
class became known, when related to recreation, as the "spec-
tator group,® Urbanization also stimulated the development of

indoor amusement.

23 pnna Steese Richardson, "Your Daughter and Her Job,®
Good Housekeeping, 78:28-29, April, 1924,
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Economic chanze, The signing of the Armistice in 1918 was

followed by much celebration and a nation-wide state of
hysteria. 8ince the high wages and prices of the war were
built on false levels, a business depression was inevitable;
it came in 1920. When government controis over industry were
removed, employers imzediately announced a reduction in wages.
Workers responded to this action with strikes, At this time,
the world was in a state of fe-r and emotional instability
and America was no exception.

By the end of the s.mmer of 1921, wmany businesses had
revised their organization and overall good recuperation from
the economic depression made tne year 1923 one of excellent
profits in business.,

S8ince the war begun, the American standard of living had
been gradually riéing. Women were profiting frox the inven-\
tion of new household appliances.such as 0il furnaces, vacuum
cleaners, electric stoves, and iceless refrigerators. There
was only light ..ousekeeping needed for the large number of
apartments which sprang up furinz the war, due mainly to the
mobility of industry. The output of bakeries had increased
60 per cent between 1914 and 1924 and during this same period,
the use of commercial launderies had in:reased 57 per cent,
Telephones were common in homes. The ready-made industry was

preparcd to take care of all classes of women, "Women . . .
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found themselves possessed of unprecedented leisure, and a
restless urge to be 'on the go,! " 94

The alarmists of this era were quite concerned about
' the large number of women working. They believed "that it
threatens child bearing and the home, that it 1s vast, sel-
fish, and egotistic; a form of sex welfare.,¥ Mary Roberts

Rinehart writing in the Ladies' Home_ Journal in 1921, vivid-

ly expressed the change, over the years, in the attitude
toward women working,

It is now odd to remember tne attitude of society
up to a short time ago as to the earning woman. And the
attitude of society, after all, was merely the collec-
tive view of the families themselves. The family pride
suffered. It reflected on the pride of tne masculine
portion of it, as indicating their failure to support
their womankinde. It reflected on the generosity of the
prosperously married daughter. By some strange survival
of the idea of arlstocracy, an idea which our early
settlers had fled to America to escape, only certain kinds
of earning were possible for men and none at all for women,

A women had four actual choices at the best; To mar-
ry for love; to marry witiiout love; to stay at home and
exhaust herself in family service, only to find herself
on the branch "later on"; or valiantly to defy public
opinion and the family pride, and to go out and earn,

She has the sane division of opportunity today, but
with this great difierence: She need no longer marry with-
out love for a home; ani she loses nothing but rather gains,
by going out to earn her living.J

9uBrockway, op. cit., p. 124,

95Mary Roberts Rlnehart "A Houwe or a Career," Ladies'.
Home Journal, 35125, April, 1921.
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During the first World War, the Women in Industry Ser-
vice of the Departument of Labor was organized to act as &
governmental agency for vorking women, "to formulate stan-
dards and policies to enable working women to accomplish the
best results in the industries of the couniry.," After the war,
this Service wasldiSCJntinued, and this responsibility was
left in the hands of wouen voteré.

0f the 3,000,000 ﬁOMen who went into wer work, only five
in every hundred had not been previously e:ployed. 0f t.ose
that hed been previously eumployed, 65 per cent came from fac-
tories, 25 ber cent'from domestic service and resturants, and
five per.cent from laundries. All during the war, the United
States Ewuployment Bureau had reported a shortaze of comestic
workers and a surplus of clerical workers. The fact is that
the number of occupstions new to women since the war was rela-
tively small and tnat.the‘women vho worked in factories and
offices before the war hrd transferred to some other job dur-
ing the war.

Some fields which bigan to employ women after tie war in-
cluded mechanics, artificial lighting, photogrephy, electri-
city, and lew enforcement.

Interestingly enough, even as late as 1925, the field of
teaciing was 8till reserved for only unmarried woumen,

In 1920, nearly 2,000,000 merried woumsn were employed,

nine per cent of all tle msrried wouen in tilie United States,
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Undercarments as a reflection of the pcriod,

A conspicuous feature of the fashions of tkis period
was the exposure of the leg from tie knee down, a region .
wiiich possesses erotic attraction only to a minor degree,
It's 'charm! lay in the implied adolescence. It was very
significant that the outline of the thigh wrs never enpha-
sized= . . . = for that would have cestroyed the illusion
of immaturity. The essential quality of the feashions all
through the Twenties was the expression of youth, gradu-
ally changing from a sort of 'neutral! sex, verging on
the male adolescent, towards the female adolescgnt and
finally ezerging by " about 1930 into womanliood.d

The silhouette of this period was characterized by flat—
tened breasts, straight lines, a long waist, and short ekiris.
Tie ideal figure was as wide at thic waist as at the Lips.

. « & new gesture had come ;nto being = = that of
a futlle plucking at the hem of one's dress to coax it
over the kneecep upon sitting dowvn. It was not a pretty
gesture, nor were the le.s 1eveal‘d always lovely to be=
hold. The temper of the journzls and newspepers was one
of mild ®arcasm, ani barbed wit toward these fashions. In
June 1925, the Detroit Free Press was moved to remark,
"Give feminine fashions,;%me enough and tiey will starve
all tcne moths to death.®

The corset of this period, referred to as tue "corset
relt,* was simply a straight tube. By 1920, tie art of corsetry
had become highly developed and corsets were advertised as

heving many ®"special features." One of these was the "Ventilo

v 950. Willett Cunnirgton, Englicsh Women's Clothing in the
Present Century.(London: Facer and Faber Ltd., 1952), p. 148.

V' 9TBrockway, op. cit., p. 14k,
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back," which ventilates and eliminates pressure on the
spine.® lLost of the corsets had very little
boning dnd by tihis time, steel was used for
boning, replacing whalebone, "Corselets® for
older women compresséd the bust and ended at
the waist,

Many other types of bust coverings ap-

peared during this period for the purpose of

flattening the breasts to conform to the new
silhouette. Among these were "reducing belts" 47\

which were made of [rubber, and varied styles .Z.

of “correétors"and "flatteners.," These bust
coverings weré frequently referred to as g
"bandeaus," '
Around 1920, the chemx:isé became known as
/

the "vest." It was sleeveless, usually with a
round neck, and extended to the hips; simply
a version of tihe modern "long undershirt."

The camisole of this period was long-waisted, this style
also being a cheracteristic of tne outer-garment,

By 192k, knickers became known as "panties® and by 1929,
they were well above the knee. However, throughout the period,
"panties" were frequently referred to as "bloorers" or "step-

ins." The "bloomer® was similar in silhouctte to the French
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knickers of former periods. They were chaiacterized by elas-
tic around the leg opening and at the waist. "Panties® and
ﬁétep—ins“ were more frequently loose or "slightly flared"
at the leg opening.

The éombination, better known as the "cami-knicker" in
1920, was the most important undergarment worn by wouen
throughout the Twenties, This garment attempted to combine
the function of the chemise and drawers. At first, it appeared
. 8imply as a cheuise attached to a pair of bloomers, but by the
end of the period, it had beco::e rather elaborate with wide
flares, and many gethers and ruffles characterizing its lower
edge, .

In 1925 a new type of combination garment made its appear-
.ance. It combined the vest, brassiere, corset and _ ﬁ) y

step=in "all in one piece."®™ The most &\E?/
=

typical combination Worn during this

. Al
Q period is illustrated at the right. /C”
Other styles of combinations include ﬁ ”
\\ ed the "cami-bocker which combined \\/'

the chemise and directoire knickers,
} "ghirt-knickers,® ®"knicker petticoats,"
and "trouser skirts." U
It was 'in 1925 that skirts began to get long-
er, and this was a signal for the return of petti-

coats or "underskirts.® However, the "costume slip,"
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illustrated at the left on the previous page, had beén gain-
ing in populerity and constantly created strong competition
for t.e petticoats. It was in 1920 that tie bias-cut slip
was introduced.

There was quite a variefy in hosiery styles during this
period, as well as new technological developments in hosiéry
production., The range of styles included "plain, all over"
hose,.clocks or inserts on plain backgrounds, block printed
fronts, the "contrast stocking® wiaich had the calf in one
shade and the ankle in another, and Jacquerd weave effects,
such as diamonds, double plaids, and checks. The most popular
sport hose of this period was the "Derby Ked design® which was
simply alternate clusters of light and Leavy ribs. G0ld and
gilver hose were fashionable'for formal wear.,

The knitting process’by w:.ich hosiery is sheped, as it
is knitted, was improved during this period. As a result, most
hosiery maﬁufacturers besan to regard the "teumporary fit" pro-
cess (fit produced by stretciiing and pressing) as sub-=stande-
ard a:d it was completely dropped from nhosiery production meth-
ods, with tne exception of limited production of seamless hose.
Another new feature . in hosiery construction was termed Pgarter
insertion," which caused tie iose to cling tightly around the
calf of thc leg. Thus the hose seam remained fairly straight
and when the stocking was rolled, this new feature served as

a garter,



99

Union suits worn during t:.is period remained fairly
tailored, with round or bodice necklines and usually no
sleeves. However, tnhose of heavier weight did have short
and long sleeves. Most of tie suits were knee length and
a few had flared cuffs at tne knee,

Pajamas were worn more in this
period than in tne previous one. They
tended to becoue wmore and wore tallored
as tue veriod progressed. Lounging pae

jamas were very fashionable, taking the

place of the unostess gown and dinner
dress.

The nightgown ‘I /
of the ve.inning of !
this period assumed
the fashionable tub-
ular silhoucstie, It was sleeveless and
had either a square or = "“v" neckline.ﬂcsggf‘

It was charscterized by a scalloped hem,

Toward the end of the period, when clothes

became .ore feminine, nigntgowns with wide
sleeves were Iashionable,

The tailored "mannish"™ robe cane into use Juring this
period. It is even todey, a nopular garment, espociclly among

college girls.
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Negligees of tue 1920's were cueracterized by vias cuts
ani 2 gradual trend toward siuplicity. They wvere typically
"outer-zar.ent® lensth as were tie nijhtgorms of tiie earlier
paxrt of tle period,

Tne fabrics used for underzarueats between 1919 and 1929
were of a wide range. In addition to the formerly-used varie-
ties of cotton, silk and wool, ti:ere was the use of "artifi-

cial silk," later to be kr~own as rayon. The appearance of

this faoric renresented tiie first successful atteupt of scien-

tists to synihesize fibers. By 1926, a new sheerness in knit-
ted silk had been develoned,

Elastic was tlie predouainating fabric for corsets, The
all-elastic "step-in“ corset was the most populnr throughout
this period, but fregquently, elastic was cowbined with other
fabrics such as silk tricot, brocade, sstin, coutil, and
broche, Those corsets offering a minimum of control were of
plain or figured batiste and oven crepe de Chine ribbon.

The bandeau of rubber tissue was pooular amnong women
who desired considerable compression of their busts. Other
fabrics used for bandeaus included Filet lace, "wash® satin,
Bayadere silk, broche: brocade, silk jersey, and madras,

Ci.emises, camisoles, cowbinations, panties, petticoats,
slips, and nizhtgowns were predoainately of delicate fabrics
such as crepe de Cihine, silk messaline, batiste, lawn, dimity,

nainsook, triple voile, and Georgette crepe,
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Hosiery was iuade in a variety of knits, incluiing
chiffon and leavier weight silk, "artificial silk," lisle,
wool, and cashumere. Silk and lisle were often combined in
popular-priced hosiery. It was during this period that silk
hose was beginning to be worn by all classes of wouen., As
skirts became shorter, tne proportion of silk top lisle in-
creased until the entire stocking was of silk,

The simple negligees and lounging garments were of
chiffon, dotted swiss, crepe de Chine, brocaded velvet, quilt-
ed taffeta, embroidered silk, Shetland wool, albatross, and
Georgette crepe, |

White undergarments could still be purchased throughout
this period, but the fashionable undergarments to be seen
were in a wide range of colors. Undergarments in pastel colors
were worn by the majority of wo.ien, even more than neutral
colors, such as grey and ueige,

Due to the great popularity of sports hose during this
period, there was even in hosicry a wice range of bright colors
to be seen,

By 1921, the value of the dollar had decreased from the
55¢ of 1918 to Ub¢,

The popular price for cofsets in 1921 was $5.00. However,
they could be bought for as little as $1.00, especially tlose
that were not intended to give much support to the figure.

Bandeaus ranged in price from 49¢ to $3.50,
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Chemises were priced from 25¢ to $22.50. However, the
popular-priced chenmise was $2.50.

Camisoles were typically priced froa $1.00 to %5.00,
the most popular price being $1.95.

Knidkera, bloomers, and panties could be bought for as
little as 98¢ or as much as 39.75. However, the avecrage price
was $2.95 but silk knickers cost at least $5.00.

Petticoats could be purchased for as little as 50¢ or as
much as $9.98. Popular prices ranged from one to five dollars,
depending upon the fabric and trim.

"Costume slips" ranged in price from 59¢ to $12.00. Aver-
aged priced slips were ffam two to five dollars, depending
primarily upon tne fabric,

Knitted garments ranged in price froum 80¢ to $25.00. Knit-
ted knickers were more frequently priced at $6.00. A good qual-~
ity union suit cosf as much as $10.00; knitted vests were
priced from 50¢ to $2.00.

Hosiery ranged in price from 25¢ to $7.50. The sports hose
were the least expensive; the popular-price for silk hosiery
was $2.50. |

Pajamas shiowed a wide range in prices depending upon the
purpose for which they were used, Cotton slesping pajamas
usually cost $2.50. Slecping pajaihas of more delicate fabrics

cost as much as $6.00, while the lounging pajamas used in place
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of hostess gowns cost as much as $22,50. The popular price
for lounging pajamas and negligees w:s $16.50; these garments
of course, were worn only by "fashion-conscious" wo..en.,

Nightzowns ranged in price from $1.25 to $16.50, depend=-
ing upon the fabric used. The populzr price for cotton gowns
was 32.00 but silk ones usu=lly cost at least $5.00.

In reviewing proposed clothing budgets published in
women's magazines during this period, it was found that on the
average, fifteen to twenty-five per cent of the farily income
was to be spent on clotiing. It was intercssting to note that
the 15 per cent allowance was proposed for families with career
wives while the 25 per cent.allowance was for those with daughe
ters in college., On the average, 17 per cent of tiie clothing

allowance was allocated for undergaruents,

98 See TABLES I1I, III, IV, V, and VI on pp. 104, 105, 106,
107, and 108 rcspectlvely.
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TABLE 111101

CLOTHES BUDGET USED BY E!PLOYEES OF THE CAFVWELL COMPANY,
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

Undergarments . Price Price per vr. To last

(Yrs.)
6 hOBe o e o o . $9 QOO 1
4 undervests $ .50 2.00 1
3 combinations 1.5 5.00 1l
3 brassieres .65 1.95 1
1 slip -0 o o 1.95 1
1 silk underskirt 445 2.23 2
2 corsets 2.50 5.00 1
3 nightgowns 1.15 3.45 1
1 kimono or robe 335 1.12 3

101 gources Dry Goods Economist, October 25. 1924, p. 1k,
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GLOSSARY III

albatross-~ soft, light-weight, woolen material with slightly
creped surface. In plain or fancy weave; usually in
light colors.

Bayadere silk- silk fabric, striped crosswise in multicolor
design,

cashmere~ soft, fine wool.

dotted swisge fine cotton fabric with ewbroidered, swivel, or
chemically applied dots.

Filet lace= knotted open-mesh lace with darmed patteras.

Madras- firm cotton fabric, usually striped; woven in satin,
basket, or figured weaves,
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1929-1932

Economic change. By the end of tre previous period, specula-

tion in business and "artificial profits"™ had b come a wide-

spread fad. At a tiize when the greatest econouiic need of the

United States was a more equitable distribution of the wealth
derived from ihdustrial developrents, there was a widespread

tendency for the use of devices which enabled a select few to
profit from these industrial develov.ients.

One of these‘devices was co.panies merging during the
period of inflated prices, With the "piling of holding COme
panies one upon anoil:er," the result was that the profits of
all of these comnpanies fell into tie hands of relatively few
stackholders. In gdditidn, banks were or,anized by tiese "finan-
cial kings® and depositors funds wexres used to mcke investments
in securities anl real estate, A frequent practice was to in-
flate the profits qf a corporeation by selling stock back and
forth at continuously rising prices. Tie tactics of tois prac-
tice were to find new buyers for the hizher-priced stock, the
corporation profiting at the expense of ti.e stockholder. The
danzer of this and similar practices was that

e « o bank after bank and company after company- and
their depositors and eisployecs iwwould be hard hit. The irre-
sponsible actions of men who did not stop to think tnat they

were construciing a caricatuie of the capitalist system were
paving the way for disaster, 06

106Allen, 92_0 Cita’ ppo 14‘0—1“'1.
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There were several otuer factors wuich contributed to a
depression during this period. Production had risen wmuch higher
than consumer demand. Another factor was the increase in teche-
nological'aevelopments for w..ich there was not enough trained
mannower, Also, buying oh ti:e installment plan had becoue a
widespread practice.

All of the previously nentioned factors contributed to the
collaspe of the stock mariet on Tuesday, October 29, 1929.

The Depression was an econouwic disaster of terrifying pro-
portions., The Standard Statistics Inudex of Couuion Stock Prices
indicated the extent of inflation. Assuming the year 1926 as &
base (stock prices averaged 100), the price of stocks had in-
creased to 127 in 1927, to 148 in 1929, and in Scptewber 1929,
stocks of co.uon prices averaged 216,

‘Trie Brookings Institution estimated that in 1929, ohly.g,}
per cent of American families had y:arly incoumes of over
$10,000, Eight per cent had incomes of over $5;OOO and 91 per cent,
incomes of less than $2,500. Sixty per cent had incowmes of less
than $2,000 a year, while 42 per cent had less than 31;000 a
year. One of the Brookinzs economists statcd that wat 1929 prices,
a fanily income of $2,000 may be rezarded as sufficient to sup-

ply only basic necessities."107 It was the asswiption that any

107a11en, op. cit., pp. 143-1il,
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fanily with an annual income below 32,000 was at the poverty
level; thus the impact of the depression is readily seen. In
the year 1929, €0 per qent of American families had incomes of
less than $2,000, |

The depression hzad a tremendous ilupact upon education,

Due to0 inadequate fuﬁds, private schools collasped overnisnt,
and public schools had to discharse teacliers in large numbers.
The sc:o00l terms were sihortened and equipament was at a minimum,
over-crowded schoolrooms a prevalent puenomena. To make matters
worse, the scarcity oi jobs tended to make more persons, who or=-
dinarily would have bezn e.ployed, remain in school "to péss
their ti.e away,."

The i:pact of the depression was further secn in a report
of the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics.l08 Assuming
1926 a8 a base year with an index figure of 100, wholesale prices
declined from a typical 95.3 in 1929 to 65.9 in 1933. During
these same four years, euployzent declined from 97.5 to 64,6 and
payrolls from 100.5 to 4k,

In 1929, there were 12 million Americans unemployed. This
situation

marked millions of people~ inwardly- for tie rest of
their lives . . . . The editors of Fortune wrote in 1936:
nThe present—day collegye graduate is fatalistic . . . it
will not stick its neck out. It keeps its pants buttoned,
its chin up, and its mouth shut. If we take the mean averaze

to be tune truth,_ it is a cautious, subdued, unadventurous
generation . . .10

108p11en, op, cit., pp. L47-149.
10910c. cit.
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Updercarments as a reflection of the period. The cdepression had

encourazed fasiions toward siuplicity. The wind of the average
American had returned 'to a state of normelcy. VWomen rezlized
the desirability of the combination of freedox and fealninity;
they had becone incre-singly interested in tiue "art of grace-
ful living." Tuis cesire for femininity was "expressed in ful-
ler, softer skirts, dipvinz hemlines, ruifles, frills, and
otuer feminine touches, and a trend toward d:ofinition of the
figure.llo .

The narrow hipline and the nutural waistline were tie wmost
outstanding claracteristics of tlic new siliouette. Slencderness
and height were e.phasized. The bust had assumed a "naturally
feminine curve,"

Slenderness is t:..e one necessary atiribute for ciaic,
There must be Yno more slouching, 10 more leaning about.
You must walk with a certain grace! wnich is described suce-
J cintly as '{fuck in your_pail.f Briefly, the aiwn isj'to DPTO=
vide variety without losing tue slencer outline and charme—
ing ptoportions wiich express youth, grace and vigour.'lll

At the beginning of this period, the fas.:ionable corsets
were "wrap-arounc' styles, lon;er over tie hips than trose of
the previous p:riod, and higher in front over the "indented waist=

line."

v/ 110¢, Willett Cunnington, En;lish Women's Clotiing in the

i—

Present Century (London: Fater and Faber Ltd., 19%52), p. 216,

111lp0c, cit.
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The tendency in the last few years to step into
girdles and pull them up over ti.e taighs is greatly re-
sponsible for tuae roll of fat apparent at the waist. Many
corsetieres urge women to put their corsets on iger the
body to give a better distribution of fulness.l

The zipper was first used in cor-

sets in 1929. This technological de- /ﬂ /<

velopment provided a wmore flexible and \<§& —

smoother method for fasteiiing corsets.

It could be placed in tie garment in

such-a way that the line silhouette

was not intefered with. /ey
The "uplift" brassiere was intro- s

duced in 1929. This style gave the busts

a natural feminine look. It was de=

sizned so as to e.phasiZe separation of

the breasts.
—~
Combinations continued to be worn (ﬂ
during tuis period. They had a "brassiere top." "Modern canmi-

knickers couform to the contours of the figure.'113 \

v 112 Good Housekeeping, February 1930, p. 72.

f1130. Willett Cunnington, Engligh Women's Clothing in_ the
Present Century (London: Faber and Faber Ltd.,, 1952), p. 101.
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Worn wi.h the "day" skirt of the 1930's
were knickers, tnen referred to as "trunks,"
They fitted snugly at t..e knee and had no
gathers. However, open-leg panties, such as
those illustratcd at the left, became ropu-

lar during t..is pcriod.

Slips h:d t.e fashionable dress-siliicuette with a natural

waist achieved tnrough tucks, gores, or a bias cut. Some slips

2
fi
|
b

A tygical one is iilustrated at

had brassiere tops. "It is i.portant in tnhis sea~
son of revealing lines to have a slip tuat fits
like the paper on tue wall."ll4
At the beginning of this
period, nigatgowns were short
fl\l

(calf length) and elaborate.

the right. Many hod tie belts,
tiny puff sleeves, dropped shoul-
dsrs, bertha coliars, and capes. /l /{
In 1930, the Eupire style gown

with a jacket was fashionable,_ N

By the end of tiae period, gowns

J7—*
11*c, willett Cunnington, Enlish Women's Clothin
Present_Century (London: Faber &:.d Faber LtC.,
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had bcgun to siwow insciration from evening modos, Tuey were
ankle length and had long, floﬁing slecvves. Tney were cut on
the bias, and the sxirt expanded to great width at tue hem
through thc use of Lodet pleais.

Fasiionable pajenas showed several style changes. Instead
of tie tunic waist, tue blouse was tucked in aund usually sleeve-
less. The trouser lejs had added width so they resembled a,long
skirt,

The fasghionalle fabrics of tiis pcridd were tne "fragile
and delicate ones.* Gossamer fabrics such as triple voile, chif-
fon, and crepe turco were predominate in tihe hig:rer-priced gar-
ments., In ti.e popular-priced germents, rayon ail. jersey were
the i:vortant fabrics, but ti:ie formerly-used varieties of cotton
and otiner durable fabrics were still in use, especielly a.ong
colleze women,

Lounging garments were of such rabrics as silk sueatung,
setin-backed crepe, and flat crepe,

Lace trimuinzs were lavishly used on all tiue fas..ionable

gariments, the most outstandiig of w.ici were Valenciennes and

1

Alencon, Otler cccorative touuhes included tiuny tucks, pipings,
aneanstitc..ing, end incrustations of other fabrics,

White remained a popular color. However, sazdes-that "dis-—
solve into w.ite" were new in tois period. So.ie of these were
"shell pink," "faint," "ivory beige,"® "pélest turqoise," and

"aquamarine,® These new colors added new attraction to fasi.iona~

ble undcrgaruents.
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Cunnington commented tnat
One of the features of tue year wvas a greater interest
in colors; we learn taat, 'Depressions, sociological and
meteorological, cannot depress the woman W..o has just dis-—
covered an extremely becoiming combination of colours.

At the beginning of tiis period, prices of undergerments
were relstively higlk, an expected phenomena daring a depression,
Tie increased simplicity of styles aunc elficiency in production
were factors consicered in cases waere prices appeared moderate.
As the period pro:zressed, prices dropped gradually,

Corsets end girdles of tuis period ranged in price frou
$3.95 to $#7.95 dependirg upon tic counlsxity of construction.

Most of the trassieres cost less than $1.00, cue to the
ucse of durable fabrics,

The c.eaise was typicaliy priced et $1.9% ancd $2.95 most
of tirem belng the latter price,

Blcowers, panties, and "trunks" suuwed a wide range of
pricecs. Panties could be bougnt for as little as 33¢ but some
of t:e elaivorately trimmed ones cost as wuch as 34.95. One
dollar was zn average price for the ..ost popular styles.

Combinatio .s usually cost $1.00 but t.ere were not many on

the merket because of their gradual decrease in use.

/ 115¢., willett Cun..ington, Engiish Wouen's Clothin
Present Century (Lon‘ou: Feher and Fater Ltd., 1952

£ in_ tne
’ po 221.
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A princess slip could te bought for as little as &9¢
but tnose of ore delicate fabrics cost &s ruch as 5,95, The
sverage price was $2.00.

Hosiery ranged in price from 504 to §2.00. Due to tLe in-
creased purchase of reyon nosiery =:nd t::e decrease in ti:e use
of silk hosiery, t.e popu.ar price for nosiery was $1.00. It
shou!d ke recalled that in the previous period, fas:ioncble
silk lLosiery cost at leest $2.50.

Nisjhtgowns ranged in price from 894 to $c.50. The averase
price was $1.50, expleained by tne use of durable fabrics in the
populer-priced styles.,

Sleeping pajauas could be purciaased for less then $1.00,
but tiose of delicate fabrics cost at least $1.50. Soxe were
priced as high as $6.95,

Lounging grrments (including nesligecs and lounginz paja=
nas) were very expehsive throuhout this period. They ranged
froa 39.75 to $19.7%.

The gradual decrease iu: prices daring t:..is period wvas

illustrated by the Trousseau Budzets p:oposed ty Good -ouse-

ping in 1930 and 1932. The 1930 bucget allowed $38C.15 for the
entire trousseau, $05.00 of wiich was to spent for liugerie,
girdles, and stockings. The 1932 budiet ailowed only $254.%5
for tine entire budget, with $60.00 to te spent for uniergar-

ments.
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GLOSSARY IV

Alencon lace= needlepoint lace witi: solid design on net
ground.

crep€ turco-~ a i.eavy, washaule crepe caifion,

piping- narrow, bias fold or cord used as finish on edses.,

shantung= plain, rough, washable fabric; in natural color,
soli< color, or printed designs,
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1933-1939

Social cnange, Tne depression of the former wmcriod resulted

in 2 nation-wide interest in w.olesome living and a tendency
to euwphasize ti.e luvortance of stability and security. Sy
vols of class distinction had been lost in the former zeriod
during tre nation-wice search for security, and "today- it
is almoct & social stigma to “e rich— or at lcast to azpear
so.nll6 |

The typical wouwnir of tiils p.riod was pri.arily con-
cerned witn the "art" oI uomemeking and her efiiciency on
tiie job,., Wouen's umegaziues were filied with fecipes and other
infor:ation of interest to tie nomemaker. In many publica-
tions, interior Cccoration wvas empnasized at ti.e expeuse of
fashion advertisemsuts, which had jraduclly decrcased in tie

older publications. Vogue and Harnor's RBazaar were t..e only

two woren's wgazines siica continued to cmphasize fashion,
Tie ncw, serious-miﬂded 70 &N WAas constantiy aade aware

of her =sppearance, at z ti.e vhen wo.en v wore responsibili-

ties outsidc tiie noame taan ever vefore,. Tous tie beauty clinic

beczne a :ighly atronized rusi:ess.

116¢, willett Cunnington, En.lish Touen's Clothing in the
Present Century (London: Fsber znd raber Ltd., 1952), Pe 2206, .
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In $:is period of'"senious attitudes," general problems'
facing the entire public held wicespread interest. One of
these was tae problem of consumer protection concerning manu-
factur=sd articles. The Food, Drug, and Cosumetic Act wes passed
in 1906, This was a revision of & law passed in 1906, The Te-
vision stipnlated wore =z2decquete tests for drugs, more detailed
definitions of adulteration anld mfisbrancing, and heavier penal-
ties for rake iabels. Literature classifying wvarious producté
as to price and quelity was distributed by the government, and
many groups busied’ thexselves approving various products; among

tuese were the Good Housekeeping megazine 2.4 tie Auerican kiedi-

cal Association, Consumer education courses were introcuced in-
to college curriculumns and woren's clubs spent mucn tiie study-

ing t:is problem.

Econoisic changse, ‘ihen Franklin D. Roosevelt became Presicdent of

tne United States on iarch 4%, 1933, e undcrtuok a . GVe TIee
sponsibility in a nstion characterized oy complete econonic col-
l=zspe, By g;e"end of tue period, t..is zreat leader had a record
of many accomplishaents aimed towvard vusuing America into a
normel cconomy. He had develope: the New Deal, the major objec-
tive of w.icn was to restore tine Jarxer's purciasing power and
nhis economic position to thiat of tiie pre-war period (Augast

1909 to July 1914), This w-s accouplisned partly oo inflation,

-

out mainly by aljusting forum production to wmariiet requirements.

Otier objecctives of tue New Deal were tie reduction of farmer's

cebts and rehebilitation of subrorgincl Zarusrs,.
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T

Tue financial program of tue New Deal uwrd tiree objeC-
tives, naancly, infl=tion, banking reliorm, and tetiter suer-
vision over itlhe security e:1d co.modity exchanse.

The Rooseveltl al.inistration firuwly believed tiat infla-
tion and a "managed currsncy® were necessary for recovery fron
tie douestic depression.

Need for tie benking reform was iadicatcd by ti.e weakness
of the banking structure and illustrated by the failure of

s.:ate Couuittee on

[9)]

6,000 banks in 1929. Investigation by a
Bénking and Currency had revealcd that amany banks had iznored
sound, comuercial banking practices and woere engaszcsd in tie
"reckless speculation" typical of the 1920's, Outstanding legis-
l=tion during tihc bteanking refora was tiae aslass Steagell Act of
1931, which separated security affiliates of tie Federal Reserve
system frowm parent banks. The ederal Deposit Insuranoe Corpo-
ration was organized to provide insurance on deposits for vanks
wiich were mexbers ol the rederal Reserve system and for state
benlks wiich tesired to participate. This act also limited the
use of Federal Reserve Bank credit for purposes of speculation;
it. did not allow these banks to deal with foreizn securities

and it dcclared illegal the act of private banks as underwriters
and =wromoters of security. Tie power of nationsl banks was in-
creased witn the cstablishmeat of brancn banks in stetes viere

they were legal.
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In the govermment prozram to supervise security and
coa.odity exchange, there was tie Sale of Securities Act of
1953 winich protected investors by requiriug inforuation re-
serdiag new securities soid in interstate commerce, to be
filed with tne Federal Trade Commission. Tnis le islation
received much criticisa from industrielists and stockholders;
it was followed by a revision under t.e title, the Securities
and Exchenze Co.uiscion Act wnich had as its function issuing
licenses for all stock exchanzes, revuiring registration of all
securities, defining tie “unctions ol dealers c:ui brokers, and
preventing the estal.lishiient of artifiqial prices.

Tne cuief objective of tiie National Incustrial Recovery
Act was to provide euployment and stimulate industry. Under
tals act, tho various -industries were to worx out "codes of
fair cowpetition" which would liwit production, increase wageés,
s;arten nhours of lebor, and stabalize prices, "It was clear

taat the NIRA was a retreat from laissez faire and rugsed ine-

dividualism and a step toward cooperation and sconoiic plan-
ning,117

Roosevelt's objective of nation-wide econo.uic stability
was further seen in ais three=Ifold policy toward labor, and
lizprovement of econo.:ic security of the wage-—earaer through

unemnloyment insurance and old aze pensions,

llYHarold Unierwood Faulkner, Amnerican Political and Social
Histzrx (New York: Appleton-Century Crofts, luncorporated, 194¢),
p. (€0,
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During tais o congsid=raoihle increase

it

o]
fn
4]

eriod, thers
in tre number of euployed women, Tne largest nuaber of wouen
were e:ployed in wsnufacturing, tae next larsest in do.estic
and personsl service, a smaller nuuber in clerical scrvice,
and a much smaller number in stores. "The "New VWoman" now
worked at nineteen million gainful jobs, controlled &80 per
cent ol the fawily budget, end ownel 70 per cent of tie nation's
wealsh,n118

Ti.c latter part of this neriod witnessed an international

crisis wiicii was later to dsveloup into ti:e Second World War,

Under:arments as a reflection of tie period, The possibility

of 2:.o0ther world war fostered a nation-wide sense of insecurity.

The s:cirit foun:i reflection in ti.e fashions designed
for sex attraction, antd we can read between the lines, in
the co:.uent of a contemporary, who was discussing the
changes since tne first World War: 'Sport lengthened tie
leg, diminished the size of hands and feet, and promoted
an approacih to nudity . . o The 1920's were cdominated by
the post-war Auericen flanper . . o the world has grown
suddenly soberer and tne dominant tyne of wor.an today is
wore mature, Tue 1ldeal woman is long=le;sed, narrow=hipped
and broad-siouldered to thc verge of masculinity . «
Wide sleeves are now used to diainish tie apparent size of
nips «+ . . tie doaminant ideal is still indeuendence, which
means childlessness., The power of thhe £ilm hes been the
spread of twvpe-co:un.ciousness to classes whii- rave pre-
viously kuow. :othing of such coi:ceptions,! 19

ll&Wendt, gp. cit., p. 34,

/119¢. willett Cunnington, Enzlish Wowmen's Clothing in the
Present Century (Loucon: Faver an: Faper Ltd., 1952), P. 233
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But by 1936,
It is no longer smart to be slick, sleek and sexy;
it is smart to be feminine in a new calwm way, showing
the body as a superb piece of sculpture, with breasts
a definite waistline and emphasis on t..e benind . . .i

Near the eni of the period, women's appearance beca:e
more severe, less feminine, as the tircat of war increased.

Cbrsets were siuilar in conctruction to ti:ose of the
previous period. Hyvever, during this p:srioa, the "all-in-
one" aciiieved porularity. Tnis was siaply & corset aid brase
siere combined into one garment. The pantie yirdle nsd veen
introduced in 1331, but it was not wiuely acceptcd uutil
1934, The "all-in-one" founlation gor-
ment is illustrated at the rizit. When Ck7
tiis 5armcn£ was of a woven, elastic
turead Tabric, it was referred to as a
"belt."

Princess slips and panties fashiona-
ble during t.iis period were similar to
tizose of the previous period, However, a
new detail in tie slip was & low-cut back;

slips with this detsil were worn mainly

with evening dresses. The term "scanties"

120¢, willett Cuhnington, English Women's Clothing in the
Present Century (LonCon: Faber and Faver Ltd., 1952), pP. 243.
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caime into use during this pcriod, to describe "slim—-fitting
knickers.i‘They were worn unler beach dresses ard saorts in
place of panties ani tine "belt."

The re-zppearance of petticoats was attirituted to t.e
costuiaes worn by lLae Test in the wmoving picture, "She Done
Him Wrong.®

< Taffeta petticoats, hooked around tuac wai st with
the old fesiiioned ..ooks @nd eyes rustled under Schiope—
relli skirts.l2l

Petticoats withh crisoline flounces containing two and
one=eighth yerds of crinoline were worn under evenin. dresses
witn full skirts.

In 1539, "Ce.isoles have made a successful comeback.'122

——

The bias=cut nightgown introduced D
i

()
in the latter part of the previous period %”\

increased in popularity throu;nout tiiis
period. It is illustrated at tle rigut.
Sleeping pajameas worn cduring t:.is
peribd were similar to t:.ose of the pre-
vious period, except tnat tie trouser

le;s were .iore narrow,

Lounging pajamas bzcame .iore e€labo-
rate at this ti.e. Tunic length coats
were popular and rich fabrics, lace, and ‘\ §:>

//121Brockway, op. cit., p. 178.

1220, willett Cun.ingon, English Wo.en's Closhing in the
Present Century (London: Faber ¢nd Faber Ltd., 19t2), p. 26-.

'
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exbroi‘ery coatributed to tie eleborateness
of these garments. Lounging paja.as fashiona-

ble in t.is period are illustrated at the

left. p%31

.- . £
A "man .isn" tailored robe NS
introduczd in a previous peri= «
s ‘ 7 \\
od was, by tuis tiwme, considered o
a classic, The 1935 version is U »
illustratecd at tue right.
A rove style of tuis period L

sic was close=fitting witn a

which was later to recoie a clase /

tignt bodice and a full sxkirt,

It is illustrated in the center. k

7 1 . » 5
N \

In 1939 the prec- b \V)
tice of wearing long coatis with nightgowns
and man-tailored pa- “ | jamas was started. This
coat was usually made to match the garment
with wvhica it was to be worn.

There were many -— technological develop-

ments in fabrics during tiis perlod. Rsyon had been improved to
the extent tiiat it could be mede in varied weights and textures.
An uncrushable velvet was developed at thiis time. The new fabric

tinat was t. have the most far-reachiing efiect on tie fabric indus-
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try was that of nylon., Althiough it was 1ot placed on the mar-
ret during this period, its's poteantialities were readily seen.
Tne fiber was pliable, elastic, and finer than silk, the silk
industry receiving its greatest threat from this new fiber.

fayon wrs tie most populer fabric for underarments. Silk
followed next in ooulerity. For girdles and corsets, Lastex
was Wldely used., The nigher-priced panties and bloouers were
of comvaratively delicate fabrics, such &s c..iffon-weig.t silk,
Georgette, silk crepe, and ninon. T..e new "uplift" brassicre
was made only of cdurable fabrics such as cotiton faille, rayon-
and-cotton brocade, cotton uadras, Indian nead, cotton rep, and
Lastzx witi rayo: sateen., Slipg vere to be founc in a wide renge
of fabrics, whicn included broadcloth, nainsook, c¢ .if-on, ninon,
sateen, rayoa taifeta, pure dye satin, silk crepe, Beubcrg tri-
cot, and knit wool. |

Sleeping peajamas were .ade of the zore duravle cottoil fae
brics includi.g terry cloth. Some of tie Ligher-priced pajamas
were of silkk nongee,

Robes were prodﬁced in a variety of fabrics. So.e of ihen
were wool flanrel, blanict clozh, corduroy, rayon trocade, uilt-
ed raton tafieta, polka dot sateecn, double ombre, and cotiton

crepe.
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White wes t.e predowminant color, t.rounout this peri-
od. O0:n6c exception to this was tae widespredd popu arity of
pini slips. Occasionally, slips and pa=nties were found in
oti:er pastel colors.

Tnrougnhout tihe period, prices were ..oierate. Again, the
collar wes worti its face value,

Populer-priced corsets ranged frow 75¢ to §£.00, tue uost
typical being :1.9¢8.

A brassiere could be bougnt Ior as little ws 1Y¢ or as
rnucn as $1.00. Tiese low wrices were accountévle to tic use
of durable ranprics for *::ese _orrents,

Pentizs and bloomers ranged in price from 22¢ to 22.0C.
Tie tynical price for panties was >9¢ walle iloo>umeIs Were more
frequently 69 to Lué.

S8lips of “uracle Javrics could be purciinsed for B9¢ Lut
~ose of .ore delicate farrics cost fro. two to tTuree dollors,

Ti.c popular—p:.iced nosizry of t..is reriod coct less then
+1.00, Tie lovest-price. nLiose were 15¢. T .ese lovw prices wer:

attrivuved to 1..e tendency Ior cowbilnctions of welictte and

(@)
o
H
?
'.l

e fibers in :osiery Kkiiits.
Sleeping pajawes were riced iroa (9¢ to <4,00 viereas

9
rooes could be Loust for as 1littlc as 79¢ or as w.ch as $5.00,
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GLOSSARY V

Bemberz tricote initted rayon.

bla:iet cloth= woven fauoic in plain or Tvwill weeve, oiten
thick, usucliy wide, made of cotton, Wool, or

mixture,

cotion rep~ firm izbric woven witi crosswise tureed lcavier

~

taan lengthwise giviag crosswise ribied eflect.

Indian i:ead- trade nausc for sturdy, firm cotton nezterial of

linen-lilze weeve.

Lastex— trade neme for Iine, round
tured in strands and round
or wool., Woven into ifabric
e-fect.,

7’ . - .
D.bre= color tone msaning Sroduated

i

ubber t.read; naufac-
wi... cotion, rajoun, silk,
to ive strctch or blistered

n tone,
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1940-1945

Social chonge. After tracing sociel chaonge for four decades,

tnls secued to be.ihe pertinent point at wilcu to take stock
of tme "changed" Asnerican society.

In 1940, tie United States had a population of
131,699,275. Tue oirth rate in 1942 wes 20.9 per tlhousand
population as coutrasted with tluc 78 pzr ceat rate of 1930,
Twenty out of every tiousand persons were divorced in 1942,
T..e divorce rate had increased gradually from ti:at of 1900-
.07 per cent per ithousand po;mlation.la3

Typical Americans, in 1942, werc .ore mature, more stable,

anC the profiteers of mistakes in 2 World W-r and several de-
p

b

pressions, one of wiich was viry severe. "Easy-goiﬁg couipan=—
ion ship" between ti:e sexes was an zccepted phsnomsna and co-
education existed on 2 nation-wide scale.

Yodern ways of living lad changed the "Aucrican wo.an,®
She was, at <his time, very closc to a "near-equality" with
man. By 1940, it was "in tie realu of intellect" +hat hLer

status more ciosely approached an ejuality.

123p1en, op. cit., pr. 129=201,
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Econoxic chanze., An international conilict had been in

existence since tue T.irties. In 1940, Aunerica proclaimed
neutrality in this conflict. However, as 1t bcceme more
complicated, she had an increasingly difificult tice maine -
taining her state of neutrality. On December 7, 1941, the
attacii on Pearl Hsbor forced Anerica into tiie Second World
War.

This was a period of relatively high and far-reacuing
prosperity. From-l940 to 1945, tie rise in tue cost of living
for uoderate-income families wes 28,21 por cent. By tae ead
xof 1943, Americans wure spending five times the peak expen~
diture rate orf world Ver I,

In 1941 American wouen controlled more then 70 per cent
of Azerica's wealth- a total of $210,000,000,000; they held
65 per cent of bank ssvings accounté, 4o per cent of all real
estate, and 22 per cent of all stocks possessed by United
States citizens.,

And how did Am=erica retain prosperity thfdugh tluis period
of enormous expenditures? In 1941, the Government was spend-
irg $42,000,000 a day or wore tazn $15,500,000,000 a year on
national defense. Taxes constituted tihe source or 32 per cent
of tnis expenditure, the remaining part raised by itlie Governe

ment througn "Literty Loan" ceumpaigns,.
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Even Jore velevent to tuls state of prosperity was tie
national debt which, in 1941, was twice ti.e peak of ti.e
national devbt i World War I—'$50,000,000,000. As a counter-
balance, the netional inco.e was ia excess of $35,000,000,000.
In 1941, the United.States was t.e only wmajor nation that had
a national incose in excess of its debt.

During tnisz period, production was at an all-time high.
Even wien considering thie rise of prices during this period,
the veslue of the 1945 product was two=tlirds greater thnan that
of tie 1939 product. "Auerican industry had achieved probsbly
the most estraordianary increase in production that aal ever
been accouizlished in five ycars in all econo.iic zzistor'y.“lgu

The most outstanding beneficiaries of itnis state of vros-
verity were faruers, cnjiasecrs, technicians, specirlists in
fields important in war production, and sxzilled workers in
war industries. Between 1939 and 1945 tie weexly wases of
these beneficiaries increased 85 per cent. Tueir cost of liv-
ing increased 29 per cent. "By and lerse, what tue war boom
did, then- witn numerous exceptions— was to give a 1lift to

people witi low incomes."12D

12”’Allen’ op. ¢it., p. 167.
1251bid., p' 170.
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T:is periold was one in which opportunities for and
attitudes toward working women were at a positive peak, In
Vogzue mazazine in 1943, the current "Eye View of Voumen's
Tork® was presented.

It's no more news for American women to be at work.
She's been busy ever since she stepped off the first boat.
She helped clear the fields. Break ground. Put in crops
and narvest them. She's shouldered a rifle ot every cru-
cial time in American History since the first silent-
footed Indian stood at her door . . . ' :

And it's 2 men's work that aust Le Jone today. Soon
there will be ten million men awvay. OCut strongest ten mil-
lion. And there was never more expected of aur country.

We must be the arsenal of the Allies..We must be the _
grocer anid tre butcher an:d the baker of tue world., We must
not only do War Work, we must do Men's Work. Their useful,
vital occ.pations. We must drive tahe thresher. e must
keep tie cross—town trolley runiing.

The women of America have their bis.est joo to do.

One of the biggest in the world. Our fields are fertile and
over them our skies are clear., Our uospitals end schools
and factories are standins;. Tuey must be manned- by ued.126

And to tiae complaint that the large number of wo..en work-

5

would result in a seige of disrupted Lomes, was the reply,

e o o tie War Manoower Comanission only asks for wo.en
withi chiildren over fourtecn. The Governmexnt necds :
6,000,000 more women in 1ndustry- needs evegyy woman it can

et. That order means that thicr do not want to disruot
;omes by luring away women Wuo have no one $0 cCook or care
for thneir ¢ .ildren., But able woien wio settled tiueir cnil-
dren probles are needed.l2/

126 yogue, July 1, 1943, p. 117.
127 1pid., p. 26.



135

It was during this period that women officially becaue
mexnbers of tie United States Aried Services. This new "women's
profession" included the following branches ol service: the
Woumen's Auxiliary Army Corps, tie Women's Air Force Service

N P8, ’
and ti:e Navy VWomen's Auxiliary Reserve.

In 1942, Taelma Mc Kelvey,. then in clarge of the Vomen's
Lebor Supply Service, Labor Division of tihe War Producition
Board, explained tne potential force of wouen workzers as a
"reservoir of labor."®

If we can succeed in using efiectlvely our potential-
ly great force of women worzers, we need havec no doubt
about meeting any labor requirements for war produaction.
Recent 1940 census figures show t.at of tle 50,350,000

woilen in our population, 14 years of e e =nd over,
12,850,000 or sligntly less tian one-guarter, wer e part of
tle louor force in 1940. This fijure included a larser pro-
portion of women in their 'twenties' tien of any otier ase
group. Avproximately 2,100,000 of tie 4 680,000 wo..en in
the 21-2W inclusive age 2roup were in ude labor force,
e“d the next highest labor force ratio was shown in the

5-29 year group, with'l, 112 000 1g the labor force out of

a population total of 5 17 OOO

Tarouzhout tne war, e:ployed woien were scattered a.ong
a wide ranze of jobs. The Alrcraft Warning Service euployed

25,000 of them, The Office of Civilian Defense eaployed ti0u=

128Thelma Me Kelvey, Vouen in Wsr Production (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1942), p. 0.
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sands of women in‘its turee major divisions for voluntecrs,
namely, the Community Service division, 3vi.e Civilian Pro-
tection divisdion, and t:e Civil Air Patrol division.

Even tie "housewife" (an’ there were 42,000,000 of them
in 1942) was siven the opportunity to "he e.ployed" for the
war eflort ~ud still re-ain ner pla.e in t.e .ome. The "em—
ployer® of tné nousewife ves thie General Selvage Comuittee
of tiie War Production's Boari of Industrial Conscrvetion,
Housewives were asied to save four t..inys for war indusiries,
neuaely, scrap-metal, rubbsr, rea;s, and paver, - |

Hursing was = wildeLry publicized "woian's job" during tie
war. In 1942, tic United States Public Heolth Service'stated
the need for 3,000 nurses and it was forecast 1.2t very soon
tiiere would be a siorta;e of 50,000 a rses for active duty.

The Rsd Cross was cn extremnely active orgaunization during
the war. Its vo.iunteer division, tihe "Nurses' Aide," was a
reservoir for substitute nurses in Urnived States hospitols. Its
profes:ional division, the "First Reserve,® functioned to pre-
pare and supply rurses for.tﬁe Army en. lavy as well as Los—
pitals.

The housewife was given other opporiunities to work for
tue war effort. Tie Decritrcit of Agricuiture encouraed
"Victory: Gardens," allowed extra sugar for caniing foods, and
solicited women iuto farm work. For tuis latter job, the Gov-

errment orgonized training scuools throughout the countrye.
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Tovin and Miller, after studying tae e&olovient of women
in "higler-level" positions, caue to & revealing conclusion
regarding e.ployment of wouen ¢ur1h5 World War II.

That industry during ti.e war trained women in ig..er
job skills &nd used wowen in jobs previously el d by men
is a mutter of record. But it is a2lso a matter of record
trhat even during tihie war "opportunities fig upgradiag and
supervisory jobs for wio.en were licited," 9

Sevcral governuental agjencies "for regyulation" were neces-
serily set up curing tae war., The :ost outstanding of these
were tne ‘ar Procduction Board, the Office of Price Ad.inistra-
tion, aud the Civilian Productio: Administration,

A very iaportant activity of tiie Oilice of Price Adiini-
stration affectin.: tie clothing s..d textile industries was
the fixing of ceiling nrices for cotton oud ravoun Zabrics,

Tie ceilinyg price of eotton yarn of oo .d quality
was esteblished at twenty per cent below t.e current mar-
xet price, and t.e cellin; price or sowe rayon .oods was
reduced ten per ceunt nel:w tie current price. T..ese new
controls affccted t..e cost of cotwon end rayon readye-
made clotning.120

An iuportant regulstion issued by tue War Procduction
Board was inown as L-85, aimed at counscrvation of fabric. It

affected wainly Auericen designers end fabric mills.

129y -yrice J. Tobin and Frieda S. Mjiller, Wowcecn In
Higher-level Positions (Washington? Uaited St otes Depart:cnt
of Labor, Wouen's Burcau), p. g,

130E:genia Chappell, "Tue I.f.uence of World Events on
Auperel in the U:..ited Suaues, 1943-194%8,* (unpublisi.ed
Mastor s thesis, Texas State Colle;c for Women, Denton, Texas,
1948), vp. 11-12,
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When tihe Ja enese surrender vent isto eflect in 1945,
var-tine controls vegan to "let=u.." So.€ of t..e Loverimen—
tal control a:gencies were discontinued wuile t..ose re..ain-

-

ing bezen to remove cartain controls. Durin: t..is scue ear,
the War Production Eoard an.woanced a transfer for tie textile
end clotiing induétries fron "all-out wer production" to
"peeceti.e produciion.' However, certain items re.aiuned on
tiie list of controlled-items, and textiles wes one ofi t..ese,
T.e year 1945 was characterize. by feeliungs of ecoaonic
instability becouse tue end of t.c war wes certzin to bring

a sucdden increase in uneiployient,

Uacerzeraments as a reflection of t.ie veriod, Four sil..oueites

were predominant during t: s period. One was the "fuller-
sikirted siliiouette™ wiich often rad a droppe:t sitoulder line
and & "tightly wrapped" smell weist. The nfullnzss in front
silnouette! saowed a wmedieval influence, Tion tiere was the
"hack-Iullness" silaouette, frequently exnressed by a bustle
or & "congrezation of litile pleats and sulrrin;s." A popu-
lar silliovette for suite and tailored dresses wags ci.aracie—
rized by a straigat skirt eud a si:2ll waist.

The basic silhouvctte of 1941 was tl.e Mfree, neturally

curved Gresk one,® Tue corset ol 1941 was long (nearly wid-
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tiuigh) with the torso
curve emphasized by con-
tinuous vertical lines.
Most corsets had the
muplift" brassiere at-
tached to tuem though
sone ended at taue waist.
Some had the dézolletage
neckline, especially
tiiose to be worn with

evening dresses, Corset

seaus were faggoted, uen-

stitched, or ribbci-bound.

Tiie "more active life" in wiich women were
- (-l .

[

engaged during this peri- “od, wos the malin

factor accounting for the popularity of the

pantie-girdle. This was sinply a corset wi.ich

ended at the waist and had an attached crotch

so that 1t functioned as a pantie and a girdle.
It is illustrated at the left.

Tuz corsets of tunis periocd were rigid;
elastic panels were quite | narrow; "{wo-waye
stretch® had become a pre- | ‘war term.'". . . she
found herself wearing a rather stern, inflexi-

ble garment wit.. bulky hook-and-eye f:stening and garters that
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snapped and gave up.“131 By 1943, "rubberless corsets" werc
a. rezlity. However, designers iad oveen busy co.bining "verti-
cal and ncrizontal siretci" so tiat "you can e as active in
t.ew as ever before.'l33

{ In 1944, government controls re.oved all restiictions on
tr.e use of rubuer for corsets; however, the supply of netural
rukier acd been al.ugst exhausted. A new syanthetic rubker called
"neoprene" was released.for ;;irdle prod.ction at tiuis tin
Tous corsets had more siretci: than before,

The "light, durable easy to wash and so cuick drying"
corset was te iost popular during tiiis .criod..Zowever, 1in
19,

There vweos a growing complaint t.at Utility belts
orsets] 3id not do JuSulce to the fijgure. 'Where can
one buy good corsets and brassieres? Wownere.' That
sweeping statement revealed the growing sense ol exXas—
peratlgg for woumen were lonsing to becowe Women, once
more,l
19&4, as the restrictions on corsets began to "ease up,"

Ti.is winter tiere is ..o niding place in fesiiion for
a poor figure . . . 01'a pOO”ly corseted one. Consider
t.e .ouldcd torso dre hv widriff dress, pulky top,
sllm-nlaped 311houettes. 1

/131 Vogue, Noveuber 1, 1945, pp. 182-183,
. 132 yo._ue, February 1, 1943, p. 113.

, 133 ¢. Willett Ciunnington, hhglisA Women's Clothing in
tne Present Century (Lo:don: Faber an. rFe.er Ltd., 19%2) p. 275

v 13k Vogsue, Novewber 1, 1945, pp. 182-133.
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It was during tiis period tzat foundaztions with only
four gerters were first produced. Foruerly, =ost foundation
zarments hed six garters, Thils chanze was atvtributed to the
war-tiae saortage of metal.

By 1945, corsets and girdles were agzain fastened with
zivpers, but t.ere wos on‘" one zipper used in these later
sarents, whereas prev1ously, mony foundations nad two zipe
pers. |

Tue "unlift" brassiere retained popularity t..rougnout
tinis poriod,

There were turec styles of panties popular during
tue war, Tuese styles, 1llus-
trated at t.e rislt, were dif- I Q&\\jijxﬂ
ferentiated by tneir 1ength and /

t... £it of t:e le. opening. Tae ’g&i@. 4f¢2;

"briefs,” which were tire siiTte ~ LQ_/\L/-

est ones and had elastic arou:id _,,

t:.e leg opening, were worn umost—

ly D©r young women. Taose of meiium lengtn fitted looscly at
tic lge opening. and viere worn by botn young and older wouen.
Tne lon: panties, oetter known as "ulodmnrs,“ fitted close-
ly around +tune thigh. They were worn wostly by "watured® wonen,

The typical slip of t:.is poriod was quite tailored. One
reason for t..is was the scarcity of lace for trimzing. Tae

slip skirts were moderately flared. The L=166 ruling of tohe



1k4e

War Production Board stated tiat "A size 32 slip must not be
_ wider tuan 56 inches.®135 Tue %half- ,K/]ﬂ
\“\f' slip" of %his ?eriod,'illustrated at <:ZTT*FZ?

the rignt, frequently had a "long- =
line" brassiere attached to it. T.is ?Ei?
[ style usually had no shoulder straps.
\ The practicality and functional
design of taie "war-time slip" was
videly advertised througnout this \
period. In Vogue magazine in 1941,

there was advertised,

A new slip, functionally designed tQ maintein its
proper position regardless of the wearer's posture. It
does give couplete freedou of action. Tii# slip does not
ride up nor strain at the shoulder straps, It snapes
itself to the body in action and repose.136

In 1945, Vogue advertised slips tuat "won't ride up, twist,

or bunch,® and tiiav had "straig:nt plus bias construction. 137

In the desire to provice "wore functional" garuents for
vomen workers, the combination.again became a popular garment.

The typical combination incorporated thze brassiere and panties.

4 135 Vogue, February 1, 1943, p. 126,
7136 Vogue, March 1, 1941, p. 121.

“137 Yogue, arch 1, 1945, p. 56.
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T.is g=rment had "siort=fora=-ritti:; les" wicl. e 2ddie
tio .2l comfort and periitied freedom of .otiou. so.¢ combi-
nations were siuply slips to wiich :rassierss nad been added;
ti.is sty.e peruitted increas.d speed in dressing.
By tuis tiae, tne tailored pajand uned vecor:e a classic,
It is illustrated at the rigi:t. Tue typicel nigut-
sown was tailored and had a very

L tae left.

\ | ¢
Waen tne government controls
A restricted the leugtn and width

é?/ of tune nigutgown, the extremely
szort gown (nisntshirt) was in- ////
troduced, ® ., . . a size %2 ni ht- 7 &
gown must not npe wider tian 68 =N

w..

inches or longer tuan B4 inches,"138

/1 slim skirt. It is illustrated ot
74
/

“he "onigntghirt"® illustrated at t.c¢ right was quite
popular amon: college gzirls.
Fabrics used for undergaruents were signi-

ficantly affected by war s ortages,

v/ 138 Vogue, February 1, 1943, p. 126.
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Lin.erie has soen practicing law lotely. Under L-186,
it's learning to counuserve febric and linzit lace and
eribroidery that can be converted to waf—§ime uses, S5till
it menazes to be pretty and practical, 5

By t:e end of 1942, t.e supi ly of silz had ween exiaust-

ed. Horper's Bazoar pzid tribute to tie exit of silk uncerwear.

FAREWELL TO SILK o & ¢ 4 o « o o o o o o v o o o o o o s
Hail =nd farewell. T:is is T:¢ Iin&l apearauce -or £iik
fashioned into Fiscrer lingerie. ¥When t::is lazss lovely
batch 1s gone = = well, t.at's oll tuere is, tuere isn'g
any wore. It is Iitting thaiuén btowing out silk, we s_..ould
star out t.:e slip of slips.

Corseis produced cCuring tae war were of strong, finely
voven favrics, often double-tfaced for adcditional strength.
A.ong tnese fatrics were double-net, power-net, le0 or neo-—
prene c¢lastic, rayon jervey, satin, or Latiste, nylon lace,
teficta, or net, anl LasteX.

At tie teginning oI tue period, o cue.lsc of silk satin
or =il uinon could Le purcuascd,

P-uties a..l p.ntie-girclics wire of rayon satin or jersey,
kuitted raron, printed silk, hatiste, and net,

Slips were found in a wide raunze of fa.ri:s, inc u’ilg
rayo:n crepe or trifeta, rayoneant-gili teiieta, silk-setin,
silk and Beubers rayon, printed silk, silk crepe, net—cubroi-

dered lace, aund ny:on,

¢7

159 Vogue, february 1, 1943, p. Y6,

140 ¥ayo, op. cit., p. B3.



Petiicoats of raroi or nreoon tal cta nl réyon jersey
could be purclifs=2d,

b

rasiloncble nighigowns were of auny delicate rabrics
including silk triple sheclr, Beuaberg satin, sgun reyon velour,
batiste, and silk chiffon as well as lcavier-weight fzorics
suclhi ¢s rav.n-ani-silk crepe, =..itted razyon, and brusiied ray-
on. |

Bed=jockets were found of tie same fabrics as t..ose of
nightgowns, Ian awiition, cotion zlanael wos used Iur T..€ LOWET-
nriced ved-jacket wanile some VEery eXpe.sive ones were ol quilt-
eu rayui velvew,

Neg.iigees were of such faorics as siik cnirfon, Chantiily
lace, batiste, rayon crepe or satin, and marabou.

Robes axn . housecoats, tailored ana "diressy" were wmode in
a wide range of fabrics. Tne tailored ones were Irequently of
flannel, rayon pile, quilted Ciaintz, cotton corduroy, chenille,
blanket wool, seersucker, and cotton sairting., The dressier
styles were of such fabrics as rayon suede cloth, faille wool,
rayon-and-aralac, rayon-and-silk, acetate, and Celanese ray-
on teffeta.

Lounging outfits worn only by the rare "vouen oi leisure,"
were of éuch fabrics as rayon velvet, crepe, satin, faille,
and wool-and-rabhit's hair,

The classic, tailored pajamas were available in cotton
flannel, ribied cotton, cotton shirting, rayon satin, crepe,

4

jersey, anl brushed ravon.
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Tre vear 1940 witnessed the introduction of nylon nosie-
ry. The sheerest ones tuen made were Hl-gause. The following
year, 6G-zause nylons were put on tie market. Some Losiery
int roduced in 1941 had no reinforcement in tue foot but was
"stiil strong enousn to dance three or four nights in " A
sheer stociking was mede for cay wear and had minimum reine
forcement- the sole was about an inch wide. kesh knit nylonk
were considercd "run-proof" and the lb-denier aylons were
suppose:iily equivalent in sheerness, to & one-thread silk stock-
ing.

In tue July 1941 issuc of Vo,jue, "It's news that nylon
can at long last be wade into lace stockinzs, and black-nylon
mesh 1s the current excitement in stockinzs.®

In husast 1941, following tie enactuent of the United
States embar.o on Jzpanese silx, panic developed a.ong rosiery
buyers,

e o o Tiots broke fortih at usually sercne stociing
counters. Sales wen: up 1000 %. With less dignity then the
rarx Brotners, woumen kicxed, clawed, and slared their way
to tue dishevelled salesgirls, Places w.ich allowed a limit-
ed number of pairs to a custoumer found women using every

device but false mustaches to et more. It might have been4
funny if it hadn't had a dead-earnest, nizhtuware ;“ality.l 1

/ 141 yo.ue, Septeuber 1, 1941.
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And 2s for the reaction of the Losiery maaufacturers to
this exciteuent,

The panic . . . was entirely uwnnecessary. In the
first place, there are, in reserve, enouon silk Stoci-
ings to take csre of normal demand for two .onths, In
the second place, fro.a present lnClCablonS taere will
continue to be enoabg nylon to supply 209%=25% of iormal
stocuing demands, In tie thnird place, there are beauti-
ful cotton stockings, knitted oI mercerized lisle on re-
adjusted machines, Finally, cxperts are busily working
on substitutes, expect to nhave tnem ready soon. So=
s°oc“1n=—qoa~ders may be lookin: silly, with their beize
silk, : ﬁéle fashilon is suiling on sailing on sometiiing
newer, .

By 1942, stociiinss had been made in o variety of weshes
and coarser weaves. Spun nylon was knitted iuato hosiery for
"hard wear." This kuit resembied saeer wool.

The shiny finish on rayon stocikiis disappeared during

his period and the special fiaisnos 2.4 procucvion mes..ods
formerly reserved for silk and nylon were used on iavoil.

By 1944, "cosmetic stockings" were accepted by youns
wo.ien, These were frequently and accurately referred to as
"leg make-up." A 1944 issue of Vogue set forth rules "for
makinz the best cosmetic stockings." "When you wear leg—maie—
up in the city, buy it in stoc:ing colours. Liat if you do

not tan, darker if vou clo."]')+3

V142 yo e, september 1, 1941, p. Fl.
/143 yo.ue, Moy 15, 1944, p. &l.
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Nea- tne e:« oi tuis psriod,

. o« « nOt even tie nost iniurrbizs ontowist can see
nylon stockings . . . Hed we Liad rayon stocxings after
silk, instead of iavinz an interval of wearing nylon, we
8hould have been very satisfied wit.. tiiea. Now we renen-
ber the fantéastic perforumance of nylon aund forzset that
rayon sﬁao:ings wear as well as silk and often loox as

sheer.l
Tiie predominant colors of under;arménts during this veri-
od werc pizk, white, and black. Fasnionaile Colors for pajanas
wvere red, wailte, anc¢ blue. Lounzing outfits were frequently
plack ~nd lavender and madny were pastels,
At tle cesinning of th: period, bright-colored stockinus

were fashionable. In 1941,

Stocxzings are so much a part of {tihe fas.ion picture
that one of the stockin:; houses has had fasinion desi_ncrs
select their colours. Anotiier house nas wvor<ed sut their
stocizing colours with skin tones, feelin., tnat, expecial-
ly during the swaier monvasS when aris «ni 188 are €Xe=
posed, leg colsur and arm colour should matcu, Tie colours
were seiected by Helena Rugﬁgstein and t.e naxnes correspond
to her powder-snade na.es,

Anotuner fasnion note in hosiery was tue return of black

stoc..ings. And in 1942,

A scene you've never seen before this swauer. Taree
pairs of pretty le.s kneec-deep in colour. T.ree pairs of
bright silk stockings- tne e cst new idea for the coun-
try. Just as you've worn brigint wool stociings for ski-
ing, s0lf, or active s»orts, now you'll have the fun of

1hh Vogue, February 1, 194+, p. 1UC.
v 145 Vogue, Fetruary 1, 1941, p. 155.
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wearing brizht silk stocizings for snectator sports,

Lagy

garden-pawtles Sunda:r 1uxcnconu. They're. dramatlo
and they take wearing. Tucy're naleeS with waiite
dresses or prints predoaianately woi 4
Throughout tnis period, there had been a s.ortae of
dves, However, the uovernuent did allow tie stocking :uanu-
facturers to use a few brigut and caric shades éuoh as pink,
navy, and blacik. |
In 1942, "natural® became a popular shade for cotton
nosiaery.,
In 1940, t.e purchese value of the "clothing dollar" vas
98¢. By the end of 1Y4H, tuis value had decreescd to 60¢.
Girdles and corseis renged in price from ¢1.00 to 335.00.
The popular price range for corsets and zirdles wos tiree to
five dollars. In general, prices of corsets and zirdles were
dependent upon the complexity of construction and the Ifabric
used,
rassieres ranzed in pr.ce from one to four dollars, The
trpical "uplift" vrassiere averaged $1.50. "Longiine" bhras-
sieres cost at least I3.0C.
Panties and pantic-zgirdles showed a wide price range.
Posular—priced panties could be vousiat for =2s little as 79¢
and as muci as £10.75. Pantie-_izdles cost at least $5.95 and

as much -=s $10.00.

I
OoN
L ]

y 146 Vogue, June 1, 1941, p.
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Popular-priced slips averaszed $3.00. Hovever, slips
could be bought for as little as 32.00 or as much as 343.75,
cepending upon the fabric.
Petticoats, not worn extensively at tiis time, were priced
froa $1.50 to 34.0C.
Slecping pajamas cost frow two to seven <ollars. Tie uiost
poopular price was $3.95.

Nizshtyovmns were of a wider price ran e than any oticr
unier.cariaent worn during tais nerion. Tie price was prizarily
denendent upon tic febric. Tue lowest-priced nigntown was
$2.00, tie wost expensive, 356.50. Four, six, ani eleven dol-
lars were typioal nrices for t..e inexpensive, tne populare-
priced, and expensive .;owns, respectively,

Beid~jackets ranged in price froa $2.50 to $17.00. They
were frequently purchased in sets waicn included a nigiztoovm.,

Robes and nousecoats sunowed a wide range in prices. A
housecoat could be purchased for as lit.le as $5.00, waile
the lowest-priced robe was $6.95. Typical prices for robes
were $10.95 and $16.95, altiough a robe could be purcnased
for as much as $3£.00.

Nogligees and lounging outfits were the mdst exnen-
sive undergrraents worn during t:..is period. Lounging outfits
cost from tairteen to fifty dollars, the popuiadr price frou

thirte=sn to ninetsen cdollars.
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A wicespread practice ‘juring t.is period wes t.e pur-

<

N

cnase of sluoping and lounglig serments in sets, Tuesc sets
could be purchased for as little as 34.00 and as nuch as
$20.00. The price was meinly dependent upon tie specific
undergarments included in the ses as well as tae fo:irTics Woich

they were made.
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GLOSSARY VI

acetate- ravon ade from pure cellulose,

brushed rayon- napned revon fabric.

P

Chantilly lace-~ bob.oin loce with fine round and
ly outlined pattern.

(0]
b
L2
[
Fl-
4]
, 1
ct
[¢]
|

-

décolletage~ outline of low-cut neck or yoke.

fagoting= untwillsd, slizg tily glossy faoric in ri» weave viith
‘ lignt, flat crosswise Sreln or cord ma ¢ by neavy
fillin, yarns.

leno- a trpe of weave with paired and twisted warp yarns,
Saue as marguisecte.

marapou=~ tri.uing or featiiers; also a mixtured fabric with
feathers, :

velour- soft, stout, closely woven, s:.oth fobric witii nap;
like vclvet.
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1946-1950

Social cuonge. Tiae everyday life of young people duri g tuis

period clearly de:sounstratesd tie outstanding chanses as a re-
sult of World Wsr II. In no previous tiue in A.erican history
hzd there been suci: a widesprzad breakdown of personal intejri-
ty. Throughout the war, "black markets" were opeirating with
unbelievable success. There W:8 iuncreasing evidence of de=
structiveness, anl sexual proxzisculty hed attained new Leights.

Gruenberg and Krech made &n analvsis of tiue stntus of
wouen Curing tiis period.

Marriaze Li-d co.e to mecan so much .ore of a partner-
ship involviuag wutual regard and co.panionsinip betveen
musbend and wife tnat we cannot se: zoing back the wihole
way to a relationsnip wihich assumed an inferior status for
women in & large part of the pop=lation. You cannot train
girls exclusively for hoaeu@king tasks, you cannot define
woman's world and woman's work &s narrowvly-as "c:iildren,
church, and kitchen" aad still expect boys and yirls, men
anC wouen, to have the kinds of reiationsiips that they
want today and thaﬁ have already been achieved in many hap-
py circumstances,.l

By the end of World War II, acceptance of new attitudes
toward marriage and divorce were widesgread., In spitc of the
fact that tuere was one divorce for every 2.6 weddings in tue
abnormal year of 1946, and one divorce for every 4.1 weddings

in the more normal year 1949, a census revealed that thiree-

147 Sidonie ). Gruenberg and Hilda Krech, The Venvy Lives
of Modern Woumen (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 19%2), pp.
125=-12¢.
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fourths of divorced persons had re-morried withiin five years.l48
Gruenberg and Krech's explanation of tie high rate of.re-mar—
riage was based on conversations witn divorced or re-carried
women in wnich it ﬁas found tuat tney étill felt their husbands
and children meant more to tike. than "all the freccdou in tue
world."
They way, lock sowewhat wistfully_at Ti.€ LEllEer=-

dressed girl wno is not married, but, decp inside, they

a;s ;nqlgfsg to feel tunat "she doesn't know what she's

missing,

Another change in attitudes concerning marria e wvas the
idea that a man suould not mérry until he was in a pocsition vo
suppor®t his wife in tne style to. waich sihe was acuusto.ed, In
practice, this meant tiat students didn't aarry uvotil after
they had zraduated aﬁd tiose pursuing professional careers
postponed marviage until they werc well-estfblisﬁed in théir
professions, This traditional idea was in constant conflict
witii scientific findings relevent to tie subject. Some of these
were: 1) that companionship is related to mental stability;

2) that it is physically easier for woumen %o h=ve their first

crild vefore they reach tue a.e of twenty-five; and 3) that

148Gruenberg eand Krech, op. cit., p. 29.
19 1pid., pp. 29-30.
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early marriase may foster the develonnent of emotional and
physical stamina wihich can cope with the problems of the
modern world,

By the end of World Yar II, "earliy" marriages ..z4 De-
come vprevalent and accented. By 1950, six out of every 100

cinteen years of =2.e were married, in coutrast to

k=]

girls of ei
three out of every hundred in 1940.
Tiue question of education for wouer is still a subject
for controversy.
If we had to mea.e a choice, we snould not knrnow what
to ao with tne future spinsters who will have to earn their
own livelinood—- if we could recosnize them at eignteen. But
neither are we satvisfied with the frequently proposed coin=
prouise that a girl live the usual acalumic life Zor four
years, pursuing the usuzl acacemic supjiects, anc toike in
addition one¢ or two courses in nutrition and cnild care.iDO
However it skiould not be isnored thet meny institutions of
hisher education have constantly sunown their awareness of tae
maeny problems of the mocdern woman, licny schools ofier '"re-
guired" courses in larriae and the rFexily. "Fawmily-style"
living is practiced in many sciiools ani provision for married

students hes becone a "musi' in the lar-er schools of hicher
(W) 9

ecducation.

> NS 3 " =l
-1/OBruenberg anc¢ Xrech, op. cit., vp. 202=-203.

e Se———
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Gruenberg and Kreclh preseantéd a vivid picture of the
mocern attitude towerd serriace and the fauily.

The ¢o00d life, The rich, full 1life- it is different
for each one of us. Yet certain aspects, certain vaiues
are universally cherisied. It seems to us that a happy
rnarriaze and having chnildren are sucn values, Ve do not
think thot it is tradition alone wiich wriies us say of an
old wo.an (or sn old ran) "It's a pity she (or he) never
married." Ve do not think it is tradition alone wiicu wmekes
one say of amn o0ld couple, "Whet a pity trey never hed cnil-
dren." Such people mey have mony other zinds of satisfac-
tions and rewards; but tiey usually secvm cimpty, or at leasst
incouplete, if a person has uop_nad a family witn walch to
s..are tne adveniture of liviig.

Econouic chienge. At the bezinnin; of tiis period, Auerica was

in thie widst of conversion fro.i war-—tiune to peace-tvinme proiuce—
tion. The labor turnover was tremendous; thousands of veterans
were looiking for euployment; wrny women wor.ers left taeir jobs;,
the woriking tiue of tiie remaining employees was reiuced. Due to
the rising cost of living after tihie war os well as the large
nunber of uneupl yed wersons, labovers were in & furious state
of dissatisfaction. Oune outco:.e of tils was the passase of tie
Lignly controversial Labor lanagement Relations (Taft-H-rtle:)
Act of 1yk7.

3

Imuediately following the end of tie war, Ascrica's econo-

o
my wes characterized by inflation and suorta.es of co:mswser

soods. However, rapid reconversion of industrial plaate permit-
ted a normal production of consumer goods, witi.in two cays after

V=J day.

N

F . . . . \ Ve
1)1Gruenuarg end. Krech, op. C¢it., pp. 2hh—2l=,



Housiug was a serious problem at tuiis til.e, accentud-
ted by tioe large nuaber of returiiing soldiers wiio were searci-
ing for places to live,

Ti.e status of wo.ien haad apparently becen rising=- even the
United N=tions was concerned about it. During tuis post-war
period, tune Econoamic and Social Council of t.e United N-tions
establisied a Co.mission on t..c Status of Woiemn.

Threc significant trends concerning eiployument ol wo.uen
during tuis period were noted: 1) tuat the proportion of wmar-
ried women in the labor force wzs constantly incroasing,A2) that
fhere was consideratle increase in the e.gloyment of older won-
en, and %) that after World Var II, American wo.uen had more
choice than ever before concerning tne tvpe of wori tuey aig, 122

In 1948, Tobin and Liller mede & study of iue euployuent
of women in "higher level jobs." The results of t:.eir study
secwed relevant et tnis point.

The overall purpose of tl.e: study was to.ueasure the
achievement of wowmen in business and incustry. For tire uost
part, jobs in the fields surveyed werc in the midule "job re-
sponsibility" brackets. O:xliy wouen's jobs in insurance companies

were &t the lowest level of responsibility. Howcver, the jobs

152 gee TABLE VII, p. 158,
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TADLE VIIlSj

FEMALE GAIIFUL ¥WORERS FOURTEEN YZARS OLD A:D OVER,
1910 TO 1930, ALD TOTAL Li:OR FORCE, 1950 ond 19EQ

Year Per Cent
1910 25.2
1920 : : 253
1930 oL, 3
1940 | 25k
1550 . 28.6

153 Roy V. Peel, Statisticel Abstract of the United Siates,
1952 (Unit:d States Departuent of Comuerce), p. 177.



surveyed were not at the hi:hest levels of rosponsibility,
witn tue exception of soue departueni-store jobs,

In the firwms covered by ti:e survey, not wore tian
four percent of. the orficers in any of tne industries
covered were women; in banks ti:e proportion of positions
with office status h:zld by woumen was clizost negligible
in spite of the fa:st that nearly o..e-third of all higher-
level positions in the banks surveyed carried witn tienm
officer status.) In tie production operntions of =anufac-
turing, very Iew women were found above tie fovrelady level.
Only turee women were actuaries imn insurance co.panies,
and in banks comparatively few of the women were enzaged
in tochnicsl or administrative positions of a very nhigh
order. Only in stores were woumen nolding highly responsi-
ble positions in substantiel proportigﬁs, but even here
few held positions at the top level. 1l

The attitude of management concerning advenccuent of

e.ploved women was of interest. Tue study revealed tl.at Ire-

J

guently, womcn were nct qualified for wore s vauced jobs. Also,
it was "un;érstood" toot ambitious and qualified wo.en w.o haad
done excellent work, were often advanced against coumany ﬁolicy.

Then, too, there was tne belief tuag ceitain jobs are
"suitable" for women. Freaguently, rationalizations concerning
vo.eu's ebilities iniiuenced prowctions. Al exawmple ol tlig was
tie velief tist wome.w are gobd at "detail work."

Throughout tue svudy, manaceument sunowed a jeandency to
stress traditional attitudes toward wouern in speaing of fac—
tors Lindering tﬁeir a ‘vancement. Frequeatly, manig€uent €X—
pressed tiie belief thint lack of pzrmanency & tue distraction
of feuily respohsibilities were foctors deterriug the -dvence-

ment of enployed woa..en.

15LI'Tobin and Killér, Op. Cit., P. T
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Liany executives in tine i lustries stulied e:pressed the

belief tazt wo.en were less interest2d tuan men in advance-—

o8]

ment to responsible positions. Oticrs said tiat cersonality
traits vere factors deterring wowmen's advoncewent,

In 1948 the incomes of wozen over twenty years of a_e
were considerably less tian thuose of mecn in tue same age and
occupation group. Tuc averase incose Ior e.ployed women was
$1.522. Tnis figure was over $1,000 l:ss than average earnings
for ewployed wen, DJuring t:.e same year over eigznt tiuwes as

meny men as woien earned more than $3.500.

Urncerparments as a reflection of tiie period. The silioueste

of this period was characterized by a "nipped-in" waist and a
rounded bosom. By 1948,

Tnere is now, it seeuxs, =zn ~luost iaternational
agrecment about rigures, reiterated by desi.mers of clotics
and underclothes. Thgﬁideal: rounded bos:m, parsd waist-
Iine, rounded Lips.l92 "

In 1950, tne "new figure" sil ouette came into

N\
vogue. It was characterized by & "s.ooti:i but gent-
ly .onlded middle . . . & NorroV—-a8=an-arrov ..ip-
line."

The "sll-in-onem (corset) came tecik into W

vogue iacedistely following tue war. 3oaing in corsets was

slisnt, just enough to let the hips "pe tihemse.ives on the sjrounds

155 vo.ue, October 1, 1548, p. 1%0.
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.156 At tie begluning of tuis period, pantie irdles
were still quite popular.
In 1946, the "waistliner" wes iantroduced

as a necessary foundation for the "New Look."

It was -described as a "little corset" w.ich
extended three inchés above tue waist and three iiches helow
it. Usually a brassiere and a gzirdle were worn witi 1it.

There v&S one m2jor chanse in the brassiere of this peri-
od. It was "“a new low front to meet the rcqui;ements of al=-
nost any décolleteye."

A small quantity of c¢o.bination :arucnts remained on the
market throuznout tnis period. They were usaclly worn only with
slacks or shorts. In essence, tuey were & coubination of a
camisole and tizsht or loqse-fitting panties.

Throuzhout this period, the tailored slip retained its

pooularity, However, a differentiating \
detail was a deep flounce arournd the hem 51;6%}
and occasionally pleating or zathers

)

accoss ti:e bust. Strapless slips had

becoine an essential for ti:e povular //

"oare top" dresses, \ ,\
" 156 yosue, May 15, 1946, p. 153. gg{m

\
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With the eantrance ol the "llew Look" sillicouetie, petti-
coats returned to tne fashion picture. They were fully flared
and sowe had as .any as four flounces around the lower part.

Tne typical nightzown of this period was sleeveless and
nad a moderately flaréd sxirt and = cawmisole top. However,
two details were outstanding; one was tue very low neckline;
the other was tie e.phasis on tue natural waiétline as well
as tue Euapire waist. Frequently, these
two waistlines were combined in one
garment. After the resitrictions on
fabrics had been 1ifted, the slim-
silhouetted nighitzoun wes gharacterized
by all-ower pleating or much gathering
and a feeling of elaborateness created
by ribbon bows, eubroidery, and lace.

A nightgown style that was used for

only heavier-weizht fabrics was charac-

terized by a box silhouette, a shoulder

yoke, and long sleeves.
/E) ’

X

The shnort nightsnirt oi the previous period
retained [its popularity, especicily amon. college
girls, However, it h&d beco.e much nmore feminine
and was characterized by ..any sathers, pufil slecves,

scalloped necklines, and lace irim,
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The typical negligee of tiiis period,

5

"pei.noir," lLaod a flared silaouetze.
There was usu~lly a swmall collar, 2
shoulder yoke, aad "off-the-shoulder!
bis:iop slecves, Since tnis sarment
was frequently bouzat in a setv with

a nightgown, 1its' tri.i was usually

depencent upon that of tue night-
gown,

Nylon nhosiery made a lons—await-—
ed return to the markets during the
beginuing of tais period. The post-war nyvlons werse charac-—
terized by better fit and accentﬁated neel reinforce.ents,
Auwong tue fashionavle toe reinforcewents was the "Vaup Toe,"
whic: divided the reinforced part of the stockiug toe into
three triangles. Soauec of ti.e fashignable hecl reinforcements
were given titles by soue hosiery desigzners. An example of
this was found in an ~dvertisement of Nebel Hosiery in & 1949
issue of Vogue. The "Casuelle" heel "captures the illu-
sion oi slenderness; <tii. "Flairette" neel <g> was "accented
with a tiny midriff, by far the most fascinating h=el for
ankle straps; andi the "Slenderlook" heel, a "tall, deli-
cately te=pering hcel w.icnh vanishes mysteriously into tne

sean.
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In 1950, the "permenently fluted stocking" wes intro-

duced. Off the le;, the stocking

(]

was "fluted" all over; on
the leg, wne flutin, s.oouwned out and was coapletely i1nvisi-
ble, The outstanding feature oI t..is kind of stockxing was
that it fitted wiore snuyly than otner "shaned" stocuiigs.

The "Ifas.iouable" woman or tihis puriod wore lb-denier
hosiery "day in and Jay out," and at the same time, there
was a widespread rumor t:rat nylon stociings were not wearing
as well as tiaey usex to. Tne Texuilé Laboratory oI the

Good House.eepinz ma,ezine sought to explain this rumor.,

Tne bigsest trouble is that we ask two oprosite
thinzs of tnhe samne stockinz: filmy shecrness and day-
to=day service. Tuirty-five years z ;o0 hosiery was strict-
ly utilitarian- underwear, in fact, since no nicec lady
permitted it to show. But when skirts ceme off tne grmund
and s.aoes went dowvn to puans and sandals, it was uiscover-
ed that wouen had lezs, cnd we proaptly demanded sheer
stockings in which to display them., We got tueam, too=
first in rare one-thread silk and tuen for everyoody in
15-deni=r nylon. We treated the silik like t.e fragile
stuff it wos, haraly daring to bre~the on it; but we soue-
now expect nylon to stand up to =2ny old kind of handlin:.+57

A retvurn of intercst in lounzing grrments following the
war wes promoted by the wiiespread intercst in telecvision. Thae
idea of "separates" waos predominant in t..e fzshilonable loung=—
ins jerménts. Jocketvs and blous:zs had flared, bishop, or kiuo-
no sleeves. Slim fitti .g trousers were predoninant, though

some styles nad sl:htly bax.,y trousers.

v 157 w. E. Couzghlin, "The Truth About Nylon Stocikings,®
Good Houseieeping, 111:£0-61, 242-243, Aucust, 1540,
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This was an era of "nylon ia mess proiiction.' Although
other febrics were used in varying degre:s, tiere was not a
single under.arment worn during t:is periol tnat could not
“e purchosed in nylon.

Corsets axd girdles could be bou . irt in nyion teffeta,

satin, 7 rguisette or elastic s well as crepe de la.ne,
.rayon hatiste, 2l cniffon net.

Popular fabrics for brassieres were rayon jersey, cotton
brocade, eyelet or broa.dcloth, and nyl.n telfeva, aadrquisette,
lace, or nev.

Caiisoles, worn .ostly witnh slacks and petuicoats, were
of cotton bro=dclsth, batiste, eyelet, or lece, as well as
Tayon crepe and nylon.

Chemnises were usu2ll: of very delicate fapbrics such as.
nylon tricot, crepe, or net, rayon crepe or batiste, and silk
niion or c:.iffon.

Panties 2.1 bloomers were predominately of rayon crepe
or knit an: nylon tricos.

S1li s were availa-le in a great varicty of fabrics inclui-
ing nylon tricot, lace, marquisette or crepe, rayon tarieta,
crepe, or jersey, silk crepe or satin, on.i cotton batiste,
orzandie, or broadcloti,

Petticoats wvere predominately of dotton natiste or organ-
die and rayon jcorsey, crepe, or taffeta. However, so.e "high

fas..ion" petticoats were mede of sil. chiffon and nylon tricot.
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Nishtgowns were of a variety of febrics including rayon
or nylon crepe, satin, jersey, or tricot; gilk crepe or satin;
or cotton batiste. Net and lace were tine usuzl trix.

Bedjackets were generslly of t.e saze fabrics as night-
zowns or might be of silk chiffon or nylon Chantilly lace or
sheer wooi.

ajamas were availeble in rayon satin, crepe de C.ine,
cotton jersey, and broadcloti, and 1l ter nylon.

Robes were mostly of durable fabrics such as wool flannel,
quilted rayon crepe, rayon jersey, silk camask, or terry cloth.
Neglisees were found only in delicate fabrics such as

nylon or rayon tricot, satin, crepe, c:.iffon, or taifeta.

As has becn previously mentioned, tue predominante fiber
for nosiery was nylon. However, rayon and silk hosiery could
8till be purcnased tiairougaout this period. llany older wowen
preferred rayon or silk service-weight hose +o tlie lowest
saugse nylons.

Garter belts could be purchased of cotton eyclet and nylon
sati: or marquisetite.

Lounging zorwents were rfound in a great ariety of Jabrics
incluiing nylon, sil. brocade or satin, velvet, and many vari-

eties of rayon fabrics,
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Wnite under.oerments continued to e in great werand
turougnout the period. However, tearose, bluz, =n.. ot.er
pastels, or black were among tr:e fasnionanle colors, Plaids
and stripes were popuiar in pajasas, petticoats, and loung-
ing jerments. Also, the gzrmeats just mentioned were fre-
quently found in strong colors such os red, oranje, green,
and deep lavender.

In July 1946, the value of tuae dollar was B57¢. T..is
value fluctuated between fifty-five and sixty ceuts turouzh-
out this period; tius prices were still consitered to be rela-
tively nigh.

Corsets and zirdles ransed in price froa turee to sixty
dollars. A popular price for sirdles was 34.95 w.ile corsets
were typically $7.95.

Brassieres could be bousnt for os little as $1l.25 an’ as

0

-~
N

rmuch as 316.50. The avers e price was 31.

Combinstion g:ruents ranged ia price from $2.50 to $2¢.0C,
the price depending upon tae extent anit trpe of trim.

Penties and bloowmers ranged from 59¢ to $13%.00. The most
wopuladr price was $1.50.

Tue price range Zox slips was wice, tue nrice usually
depending upon thie fabric, and whetuer or not t.e slip was
"tailored." A slip couid be iousht for as little as $2.98 and
as nuch =s $5¢.00. A porular price for nylon slips was $7.95

w..ile rayon slips were tynically priced $3.93.
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Petticoats ranzged in price frow 32.50 to 329.95. A popu-
l=r price wes %192, Garzt.r belts usueally cost 32.20,
The "elaborate® i ht_owus of t.is period were relative-

ly expeusive, They ranged in price Irom sgven 1o, sixty dollars.

A po:rular price Zor mylon nishigowns was $10.95.
Bedjackets could be bou-hit for as liktle as $4.00 and as

. 1
auch as $50.00, .cecending upon the fabric.

. 1 . " . ,l . o . N - -
Paja..as ranged i: price froua four to tiirty-five collars.

Robes could be Bousnt for as little as $7.00 zni =8 .uch as
o q
360.00. Neglize-s aad loungin sar.ents were tie wost ex.en-

Sive undergzrments worn during tuis period. T.ey ranged i
prioe’f:om $13.00 to §12£.00.

Sets of un.ier zruents were frequently purchased., These
sets usuvally iicluded a pelgznoir or berjacket cnd a night-
gown; or pajamas and & robe or "coat." They were us.al y uade

sarments and could e bought for as

[l

up in ..oderately price:

little as $12.00 an'i as .uch as $5F.00,
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GLOSSARY VII

bro:-dcloth- closeiy woven fabric in plai: weave; has 1li:ht
crosswise rib vecause I{illins yarn is hoavier

then varp an.t n@s less twisi,

damask- firm, reversible, zloissy fa ric of meny textile fibver
combin=tions, woven in p=tterns so trat o:i.e side has
satin warp face desiiyns with filling face backoround
and the otier side is i.. reverse,

eyelet—- small hole or perforation.

or;;andie= cxisp, fine, plain or figjured muslin in plain
weave; slihtly stiifened.

tcrry cloth-— Tauric woven witi raisedl loop t:2t forms uncus
vile.
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V. SUNZARY ALD CO.LCLUSIONS

The main purvcose of tuis library investigstion vas to criti-
cally survey and enalyze typws of underiaruents orn by women
during tie first helf of trne twentietlhi century to determine

if a relations.ip existed between fashion change in underger-
ments a:d parslleled social and econocuic c.enges. Specific
purvoses were: to show how technological cnanges aflected stile
crhange in wouen's und-riaruents, ©O trace ti€ caanziig consuup-
tion prttern, to ¢iow Low costume sillouette aifectcd tie styl-
ing of undeorzger.acnts, to coupare tie styles of undergaruents
worn by tvo socilo-econoizic zroaps, to sce if wouwn's partici-
petion in professional activities aifected fas:ion trends in
tyues of uniler., arwents, ane. to relate t.¢ influence of war on
fashion chan.e in undter aruents,

To facilitate analysis, tie fifty year period was divided
into seven cnronological perio.is.

Tue first period, 1900-191%, was cuaractorize.l by gradudl
cnéng<s in wmorals and tne status of women. Tue influence of
urbanization was widespread. T..e type and extent oi education
for wozen wss coniroversial. An iuportant trend noted in tiis
period was tne gradual acceptai:ce of wo.aen into business and
infustry. Tae trend toward si:plicity in clotiing wes influ-
enced by wouen's participation in profes ionel activiz . cs.

Tiere was e.p.asis on tine reletionsuip of n.alth to clotiing.
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Ti: first Vorld War fz2lls into thie second weriod, 191b-—
1918, Tuc strug.le for vionsn sufiTase hod &.8in co.e into
focus., It was durin this period t..2% the traditionel patri-
arc ial fewil: beogan to aisiunte_rate. Tiie trend of ciutnging
20orals was secn in tus revival of {:ie Birti: Coutrol .oveuent.
Proaibition wag again & focal point for inguiry an. vo.en were
worsing toward toneir indencndeénce by enlarging tie scowe of
activities in their wo.en's clubs. During; t..is period, xore
women than ever belore were eunloved, primarily beceuse ol tle
ver, Tiae tyniceasr siorta s characicristic oxr wor allecied iie

xtile'and clotulryg in.ustries a2... sabsequently sivle CMa“_e

in wouen's undergaruients,

Tue taird p.riod, 1919-1928. was charactorized by far-

o

reaciiing conflicté in soral and retigious themes, ~nd social
and cconouic adjustuents cuneracteristic of a post-war world.
Ticre prevailed & wile-s:reanl atvitude of irres—onsibility.

Siynificant cuanes were veiilected in ti¢c passo.e of tie Woma
Suffra..e and Prohibition Auindments. Econoumiczlly spec.iing,

this wes & period of reladtively uig: prosrerity.

The fourth period, 1929-1932, was c..cracterized by tue
serious deuression, causcl by tie wide-spread "reckless spec—
ulation™ of ti.e previous p riod. Fasiion was nccessarily guided
toward siuplicity en: econowy.

Tie fifth period, 1933%-1959, was ounc of return to a aorual

suonony. Ta-re was wide-spread iunterest in wioleso.e living and -
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security. Hisher education for wo..ex hwd becowe significant
and accepted by society. New job opportunities were open to
WOieN,

Within t.e sixth peiriod, 1940-1945 came the second World
War. "Modern wayvs of livin; were estsblisiing & stron; foot-
Lold,® Taoe wvar crecaved moterial s..ortaes and fostered new
styles which were -ore suitable for tue c:anzed activities
of vouen. Ther: was, in this pwuriod, practically a cowplete
avandon of traditional social standards aud .orals. Larria.e,
divorce, an. birti rates were significantly high;

Tne last pwriod, 19461950, was characterized by a return
from wartime to pe-cetiue living. The st=tus of wowen had under-
gone trewendous changes prixarily as an outco..e of troe second
World War. Interestin;iy enouyhr, wouen's focus tencded toward
".iarriage end a family" instead of a "job or career." Hoiever,
tiieze nas been 2 trend for uore and usre vo.en to co:bine
merria;e and e.loyment. This period was, perheps, tie mcst
Gifricult to analyze vecause it w=s so récent, cuaronologically.
The writer found 1t al.os8t impossible to be objective in judg-
ment ant! to have o proper perspective of tiis last period.

As a result of this investigation, several generalizations
concerning significant changes in the fifty year period seemed

permissables
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The cianged educational, social, and ecouno.ic status
of wowen reflcctel in thelw LHC“*a“D' participation in
professional activities, influenzed t ¢ design of under-
sarments worn by wo.en representing ulf;ere-t sccio-econo:iic
sroups,

Merzed cuanges in social 2.4 .orezl stantords during

tiie first nelf of the twentieth century were reflected in
types of undergaraents worn,

Techn logicel cdevelonments in tie textile industry
affected {the faorics uscu ana styling i.a uaderarcents,

Costume silhouette had a consistent i.fluence on the
design of uncersar.ents,

Si.plicit. cheracterized tiic trend in desi;n of under-
sarmeats durin, this fifty year period.

As the first h=l1lf of t.e twentietl century prozressed,
the number of underiarments worn at onc time ecreased
morikedyy.

Recognition of tiie releationsiiip of nealt: to clotning
influenced the design of underarments as well 2s tie con-
sumpbion pattern.

In periods of war, undercarments were characterized
by siuplicits and couservatiswu,
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