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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

It is interesting that the circuit chautauqua is remembered with
nostalgic vividness by so many but has been objectively studied by so
few. It is strange that such a movement, embracing, as it does, the
fields of history, sociology, speech, and education, has been the ob-
ject of so few oritical studies., Perhaps it is because the chautaugua
is a nebulous thing, slipping easily out of the reach of those who
would classify and catalog it. Yet such a social institution, as do
all sociological phenomena, arose because of a need and lived only as
long as that need lasted. An objo&tive study of the chautauqua, then,
would seem valuable because it becomes a study of the needs and desires
of the people it served., As a speech study it has special interest for
it explores a time when the platform was of partiocular importance in
the American scene.

What was chautauqua? Webster's New International Dictionary
(second edition) defines it: "Chautauqua (From Chautauqua Lake, Town,
and County, in Western New York) An assembly for educational purposes
oconducted more or less on the plan of the summer schools at Chautauqua,
New York, hence, a similar entertainment or lectures or series of meet-
ings eombining entertaimment and educational features, often held out
of doors, in ; tent eto."

In the following pages, the various developments of the chautaugua
movement are briefly presented. The chautaugqua movement began as a

religious meeting held out of doors at Lake Chautauqua, New York. It is
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usually referred to as the "Miother Chautauqua" in this paper. The
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle is a home study offspring of
the Mother Chautaugua. Both of these activities are still in exis-
tence. The "permanant" or "Chautauqua Assemblies" are still another
phase of the movement which attempted to set up comparable patterms of
the Mother Chautauqua in various parts of the country. A few, in modi-
fied form, still exist,

In this paper, however, the author is concerned primarily with
the movement as most Americans remembered it--the circuit or traveling
chautauqua. A commercial venture, the circuit chautaugqua gave three
to seven day programs in circus temts during the swmmer months, A cir-
cuit consisted of a group of from fifty to one hundred fifty towns,
located in the same general area, all having contracted with one of a
number of booking organizations for a 'season' or week of the wniform
program offereds The lecturers, musicians, and other performers moved
from town to town in the circuit. Because of relatively short distances
between towns and long term contracts which could be made with the
"talent" the plan proved economically successful and for thirty years
the big brown tents were a familiar sight in the towns and villages of
Amerioce.

In this study the author has attempted to trace that circuit move-
ment as it appeared in certain representative towns in Central Michigan
in order to more nearly discover what the chautaugua was and what it
meant to the people it serveds Such a study is mede more interesting

when one examines the vastly different opinions concerning the meaning



and value of the chautauque movement. Was chautauqua, as Sinclair
Lewis once stated, "Nothing but wind and chaff and the heavy laughter
of yokels?"l or was it an embodiment of the original idea defined by
Bishop John He Vincent: "Self improvement in all our faculties, for
all through all time, for the greatest good of all people...a divine
idea, a democratic idea, a people's idea, a progressive idea, a mil-
lenial ideal"??

There were many, particularly in the small villages, who looked
upon chautauqua as the dawning of a new and better era and such edi-
torials as this one which appeared in the Clinton, Indiana Saturday
Argus were common:

Clinton can never again be what it was. Gone are the narrow,

petty persecutions for principle's sake. The 0ld order has

‘passed. Its shackles are shattereds The Chautauqua did it...

from now on it will be a matter of growth and development,

the seed of a new plant has been planted in this city and ale-

ready in its first tiny leaves may be read the signs of a

greazter and better city, toleration of others' opinions, a

stronger general desire to learm the truth...Not such the

civil war stirred the nation has there been any public enter-

prise here that was at heart more genuinely a work of high

and noble purpose than the clum‘lm:w.;ua,....:s

But there were many who were unimpressed, either with the move-
ment or its supporters. Carol Kennicutt, the discontented heroine of

Sinclair Lewis's Main Street went to the chautauqua at Gopher Prarie

1 George S. Dalgety, "Chautauqua's Contribution to American Life,"
Current History, 34:59, April, 1931,

2 Gregory Mason, "Chautauqua, its Technique," American Mercury, 1:274,
Narch, 1924.

S Reprinted in the Ingham County Demoorat (Mason, Miohigan) July 1,
1914.
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and “was impressed by the audience: the sallow women in skirts and
blouses, eager to be made to think, the men in shirtsleeves, eager to
be allowed to laugh, and the wriggling children, eager to sneak emmy."4

Such differences in opinion were nbt uncommon. In general, the
larger cities either ignored the chautauqua completely or poked fun at
what they oalled its "dreary earnestness.” Quite oftem the more soph-
isticated commmities singled out the high moral standards of chautau-
qua, as symbolic 6t its bucolic nature., William James, after a visit
to the Mother Chautauqua, wrote:

This order is too tame, this culture too second rate, this good=-

ness too wninspiring. This human drame without a villain or a

penge This commmnity so refined that ice ocream soda water is

the utmost offering it can bring to the brute animal in man.

This city simmering in the tepid lakeside sun., This atroocious

harmlessness in all things--I cannot abide them. Let me take

my ochances again in the big outside worldly wilderness with all

its sins and suffering., There are heights and depths, the

precipices and the steep ideals, the gleams of the awful and

the infinite; and there is more hope and help a thousand timel

than in the dead level and quintessence of every nedioority.

Chautauqua, however, took itself much to seriously to worry much
about what the sophisticates were saying, and went its omm way. Dr.
William S. Sadler, addressing the International Lyceum and Chautauque
Assooiation in 1923 said: "Lack of moral character and ethical stand-
ing may not always seriously handicap an actress, entertainer or musi-

cian on the American stege today, but such a lack of moral worth is,

4 sinclair Lewis, Main Street (New York: Heroourt, Brace and Company,

1920) p. 237.

5 Mason, op. oit., p. 275.



and I believe always will be, sufficient for disbarment from the plat-
form of the American (2h:anr!:a.uc1um."6

The reason for this moral earnestness is readily apparent. Chau-
tauqua was representative of the community it served. It had to reflect
tastes and standards of local committees in its programs in order to
receive a renewal contract. Hibschman says: ". . . such being the case,
the difficulties and shortcomings of chautauqua as & movement or insti-
tution can be understood only as ocne understands the people of the com-
munity to which chautauqua goe:."7

Most critics agree that chautauqua was a fasinating composite ofﬁ)
some of the best and worst in American traits. Its talent ranged from
Billy Sunday to Herbert Hoover--and from the Swiss Bell Ringers to
Galli-Curci. Dalgety comments: %It supplied an outlet for classical
music and noisy jass; finished professional acting and emateurish clap-
trap; genuine education and charlatan gquackery; genuine reform and sen-
sational muckraking; lofty patriotic utterances and choap sentimental
drivel....It was oonsiderably less highbrow than a university, but in-
finitely more intellectusl than a eircus."®

Objective studies of the chautauqua movement are very few in num-

9

ber.” While a number of books have been written about the Mother

6 Mason, op. sit., p. 276.

7 Harry Hibschman, "Chautauqua Pro and Contra,"” North American Review,
226:595, May, 1928.

8 GOOI‘SO Se Dalgoty. 220 2_1_‘20, Pe §9.

For some unexplained reason, writers of‘ten fail completely to mention
the chautauqua in the chronicles of this period. For example, Mark
Sullivan makes no mention of it in his exhaustive six-volume Our Times.
(New York C. Scribner Sons, 1926).
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Chautauqua ,10

very few have been concerned with the eirouit movement.

An excellent study of the circuit movement from a soociological
standpoint has been made by Tozier at the University of Iowa.ll oOne
of the few faotual accounts of the whole subject is John S, Noffsinger's

Correspondence Schools, }loom, Chautauquas. Other helpful background

books include those by Orchard (1923) Vinoent (1899) and Hurlburt (1921). -
Several popular books on chautauqua have appeared in recent years.

Gay Maclaren's Morally We Roll Along gives an interesting account of

chautauqua as seen by a trooper of many years. Victoria and Robert

Case have published a recent book entitled We Called It Culture which

is very readable but poorly documented and sometimes inaccurate.

The books given here as well as a number of periodical articles
which have been found to be of interest are listed in the bibliography.
Of particular value from the standpoint of factual, objective reportin;L
are those by Pearson (1912) Frank (1919) Dalgety (1921) and Talley (1921).

The lyceum, whose history is briefly recounted in the next chapter,
was a closely allied movement, Its interesting history has besn the

object of several excellent studies. Cecil B. Hayes, The American Lyceum

is probably the standard work on the subject. These dealing with the
lyceum inslude studies by Stoddard (1928) Caldwell (1923) and Ewbank

(1948)s Professor Carl Bode of the University of Maryland is now

10 Including those published by the Chautauqua Press which, besides
publishing the monthly magazine Chautauquan for many years, pub-
lished about seven hundred volumes on a variety of subjects.

1 Roy Becker Tozier, "The American Chautauqua, A Study of a Social
Institution," (Unpublished Doctor's Thesis, The University of
Iowa, Iowa City, 1932).



completing a book to be called "American Lyceum--Town Meeting of the
Mind" which will deal with the lyceum from 1830 to 1860.

In the following chapters, the author has attempted to briefly
recount the early beginnings of thg cirecuit chautaugua and allied move-
ments and to reconstruct, through the media of its contemporary press
and other sources, what the chautauqua was really like and how it was

received in certain commmities in central Michigen.
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CHAPTER 11

EARLY BEGINKINGS

The ofigins of the chautauqua are rooted in two movements growing
out of the religlous revival of the early part of the nineteenth cen~
tury. One of these movements was the Methodist camp meeting, which in
turn had evolved from the occasional religious revival conducted by
circuit riders for the ephemeral settlements of the westward migrationms.
In certain sections of the country the moving frontier left permanant
settlements and revivals were held at fairly regular intervals. Whole
families attended, living in tents and returning year after year. It
has been estimated that as many as twenty or thirty thousand persons
attended one or more of these meetings. One such place was Fair Point,
New York, om Chautauqua Lake.l

The second movement which was to culminate in the chautauqua idea
was the Sunday school movement, an outgrowth of the occasional attempts
of men and women to supply some form of elementary instructiomn for poor
and working children. In 1780 Robert Raikes, an English publizher,
conceived the idea of founding a school where working children sould
get same of the fundamentals of learning and religion. The school was
held on Sunday but had no connection with the church.

The idea spread rapidly eand in 1785 the first American Sunday
school was foundede The secular school soon declined, however, with

the development of the elementary and monitorial schools in the East

1 John S. Noffsinger, Correspondence Sohools, Lyceums and Chautauquas

(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1926), Pe Te
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during the first quarter of the nineteenth century, and in its place
the Bible school, sponsored by the Protestant churches, arose. The
religious Bible school was further promoted by the organizetion of
the American Swnday School Union in 1823.2

In 1873, two gifted, unusual men, Reverend John H. Vincent and
Lewis Miller met at Fair Point and the phenom®nal social institution
known as the “Chautauqua"s came inte being, Vincent was a Methodist
minister and an enthusiastic supporter of the Sundey school movement.
A man of vision and idees, he had coame to Fair Point to plan a series
of institutions to train Sunday school teachers. Lewlis Miller proved
to be an ideal co-worker. A practical, wealthy manufacturer of farm
machinery, he suggested the Sunday school institution be consolidated
and held in the open, and the next year the first Sunday School Teach-
er's Assembly was held "to utilize the general demand for summer rest
by initiating daily study with healthful reoreation and thus render
the occasion one of pleasure and instruction combined.”

At first the assembly confined its program to religious subjects,

but in a short time cognate religious subjects and later on secular

2 prank P. Graves, A Student's History of Education (New York, The

Macmillan Company, 1922) ppe 257-242.

E. P. Cubberly, Public Education in the United States (New York,
Houghton, Mifflin Company, 1934) pp. 121-123,.

S A. E. Wiggam points out in the Bookman (June, 1927) that there are
sixteen ways of spelling "chautauqua" all of which are etymologie-
elly, philologically and historically correct. The word is general-
ly attributed to the Senecas who spelled it T'KENCHIAT A' KWEN mean-
ing "one who has taken out fish there." There are, however, numer-
ous other explanations. As used here, capitalization is used only
when indication is made of the settlement at Lake Chautauqua.

-9-



cultural subjects were added and in a few years the assembly was, in
actuality, a full-fledged summer school, ene of the first of its kind
in the United States. In 1874 a session of twelve days wes held, by
1884 it was fifteen days and by 1894 it was eight weeks. By 1900 more
than two hundred courses were being offered in eight academic and
twelve special -sohools, housed in permanent lmil«ii.ngs.4

The spread of the chautauqua idea was furthered by several nation-
wide enlargements of the Lake Chautauqua plan. The first of these was
the Chautauqua Literary and Sclentific Society founded in 1878 to give
"students outlook on the world of thought" by short stories in litera-
ture and science, gulded reading, and reports and correspondence with
experts. The idea met with instant suocess, seven hundred registering
at Chautauqua the first day of the course, and before a month was over
every book shop and library in the country wes out of Green's Short
History, the first book on the list.” In 1886 the reading course was
systematized in a four year cycle including an English year, an Ameri-
oan year, Greek year and Roman year.

The reading was serious and scholarly. For example, recommended

reading for one year included A Survey of Greek Civilization in 340

peges by J. P. McGaffey, professor of ancient history in the University

of Dublin and a three hundred fifty page volume kmown as Growth of the

French Nation by a Yale professor, George B, Adams. Another book

4 Noffsinger, op. cit., p. 109,

5 Elizabeth Vincent, "01d First Night," New Republic, 40:95-97,
September 24, 1924.




recammended highly was Down Grade--A Book to Save Tempted Young Men

by A. P. Graves. It was certainly true that "They were serious and
earnest, these chautauquans, and they were undaunted by the most pon-
derous volumes if they thought they held some precious grains of wis-
dom."®

An idea of the expent of the C.L.S.C. may be gained by the faoct
that half & million persons have enrolled for the reading course since
its beginning, a fifth of whom finished the course and received diplo-
m.7 The organization, it is interesting to note, is still active and
graduates many students each year.

The influence of chautauqua was felt in yet another important man-
ner through the rise of the "permanant” chautauquas, patterned after
the mother institution and dedicated to the ideal of social regenera-
tion through religion and education. Between two hundred and three
hundred were organized and operated for various periods of time. One
of the firast of these was the Bay View Assembly near Petoskey, Michigan,
which, wnder the control of the Michigan Camp Ground Association, held
its first meeting August 1, 1876, C. De Whitocomb reported in 1884 that
Bay View comprised, "360 acres of land extending one and one-fourth
miles along the beach and one-half mile back with a great pert of the
land platted into lots and a large number of cottages ranging in cost

8
from two hundred dollars to more than a thousand, having been built.”

6 Dorothy Wynn Downs, "Chautauqua, a Unique American Institutiom,"
Travel, 79:22-25, August 1942,
7 Noffsinger, op. oit., p. 110.

8 ¢. D. Wnitoomb, A Lake Tour to Picturesqus Mackinac, Detroit, 1884.
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The next year Reverend Vincent reported the assembly as:

650 acres of land overlooking a beautiful bay upon Lake Michi-
gan, near the Northern extremity of the lower penninsula of
Michigan. o the location is one of rare beauty and healthful=-
ness; the climate equitable; and the pure, cool Northern lake
breezes are invigorating., Especial facilities are furnished
by the railway and steamboat compenies, Nearly one hundred
and fifty cottages have already been erected. There are a
large hotel, an auditorium with seating capecity of 2500, e
chapel, a restaurant, good dock, offices, and an excellent sys-
tem of water-works supplied by inexhaustable fountains from a
high point near the centre of the ground. There are annuelly
held at Bay View, Sunday-school Normal Meetings, sessions of
the Michigan Ministerial association; and in the season of 1885
an education department was organizede The aim is to meke Bay
View, Michigan, "A Michigen Chautauqua.” A C.L.S.C. Recogni-
tion Day, Roundtable Conferences eto. will be held. The assem-
bly is thoroughly catholic in spirit, and all denominations
have a hearty welcame.

It is interesting to note that the Bay View Assembly still func-
tions although its program is vastly different. Since the beginning
of the century, Albion College has provided much of the leadership for
the community and for many years has been spomsored the Bay View Swmmer
College where many teachers and students of Albion and other colleges
gather each summer,

The chautauqua assemblies, at length, however, found themselves
in financial difficulties and attempts were made to organize the vari-
ous groups in order to provide for an exchange of talent and economy
of operation. The Western Federation of Chautauquas in 1897 and the
larger International Chautauqua Alliance in 1899 were established, but
failed to meet the needs of its members and within a few yesrs passed
out of existence.

9 John H. Vinoent, Chautauqua Movement (Boston: Chautauqua Press,

1896) pe. 289-290,
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Lr_h_e_ Lxgeun

An important impetus to the development of the chautauque was its
historical predecessor, the lyceum movement, In 1816 a New Englander
named Holbrook ran quaint advertisements offering to "go before groups
for disquisition upon science, superstitions, politics er theology,
for what they shall deem worthy to pay my living."lo

In 1826, forty farmers and mechanics united to form the Milbury,
Massachusetts branch of the American lyceum. This was the first time
the word "lyceun" was used in the United States to ‘diatinguish the
bringing together of people to hear educaticnal lecturers .11 Holbrook,
who subsequently became known as the father of modern education, organ-
ized lyceums, as he said, "To improve conversation by introducing
worthwhile topics into the daily intercourse of families, neighbors
and friends." By 1834, 3,000 of these commmity organiszations were in
existence. The local bodies affiliated with the cownty lyceums, which
in turn were part of state groups. All lyceums finally came under the
aegis of the national lyceum, the last national convention being held
in 1839. The movement declined as rapidly as it arose. A few lyceums
survived mostly in Massachusetts where the famous Salem and Concord
lyceums flourished for many years after the movement had died out in

other places.

10 Upton Close, "The Lecture Business,” Saturday Review of Literature,
21:15, January 13, 1940,

u The term "Lyceum" originated in Athens, being the name given to the

building or grove near the temple of Apollo Lyceus where Aristotle
* taught and as such beceme famous.
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Hayes points out that "The lyceum was an educeational institution
peculiarly fitted to the people of the United States during the second
quarter of the nineteenth century. . .Town lyceums held weekly meetings
at which lectures and talks were given by members, or by members of
other lyceums, who had some information not possessed by alle They dis-
cussed topics of general interest, debated, or watched the performance
of same scientifio oxporinent.“lz

Many famous men of letters appeared on the lyceum platforme
Speakers on the famous Selem lyceum, for example, included Rufus Choate,
the Endicotts, the Peabodys and the Pickerings. Alexander Graham Bell
in 1877 delivered his first lecture on the subject of the telephome.
The Concord lyceum heard Emerson, Oliver Wendell Holmes, James Russell
Lowell, Louis Agassiz, Horace Greeley, R. He Dana, Jr., Charles Summer,
Henry Ward Beecher, Henry James, Edward Everett Hale, Matthew Armold,
Julie Ward Howe, Charles Francis Adams, and scores of o-!:hers.13

The original lyceum ' as oonceived‘by Holbrook was an edusational
project in which the lecturing was done by people of the commmitye.
Ralph W, Emerson, for example, gave ninety-eight lectures without pay

because he was a member of the local Concord lyoom.u

12 Geoil B. Hayes, The Americen Lyceum, Department of Interior

Bulletin No. 12, 1932,

13 Truman H. Talley, "The Chautauqua--an American Achievement,"

Worlds Work, 42:172, June, 1921,

14 [ voeumite and Talent, June 1912, p. 17.




Home talent paled however, and outside lecturers began to come in.
Emerson soon was able to demend five dollars and an extra tip of four
quarts of oats for his horse. The fees gradually increased wmtil in
his later days he commanded $150 to $500 for a single lecture. Profes-
sional lecturing pleased the people and the lyceums began to multiply.
They sprang up in the East where the committees would work directly
with the lecturers., John B. Gough in one year received 1600 invita-
tions to loctm'e.ls Then came the idea of a lyceum bureau to deal with
both committees and talemt. To James Redpath, a writer and newspaper
correspondent, goes the or§dit for organizing in 1868 the first commer-
cial lecture bureau. Redpath, observing the difficulties under which
both lecturers and the local cammittees worked, undertook to make the
arrangements for Charles Dickens on an American lecture tour. The tour
toek in the amazing sum of $228,000, a record, according to Uptam Clase,
that has never been oqmlod.ls

Other commercial lyceums were organized and were doing a vigorous
business when the chautauqua assemblies were finding themselves in
financial difficulties.

Records have been found which indicate that Michigan had its share
of lecturing during these early days. Famous nemes, for example, ap-
peared on the Lansing platform as early as December 12, 1868 when I, I.

Hayes spoke on “Artic Life and Scenery." Hayes received a fee of one

15 L yooumite and Talent, Jume 1912, p. 17.

16 Close, Ope cit., p. 186.
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hundred dollars. Samuel L. Clemens delivered a Christmas eve lecture
on December 24, 1868, with the acrimonious title "An American Vandal
Abroad." Clemens also received cne hundred dollars. The same fee
was paid to Wendell Phillips, who spoke on December 28, 1870, and
Henry W. Shaw, the famous "Josh Billings" who lectured on January 24,
1871, Samuel Clemens received $125 for a lecture entitled "Out West"
on December 15, 1871.17
Many of our important and valuable institutions stem from the
lyceum movements Dexter points out such organizations as the United
States Weather Bureau, library extension, museum of natural history,
National Education Association and the American Assoociation for the
Advancement of Science are direct contributions of this movenent.la
Business men, pondering the success of the commercial lyceum, the
mushroom growth of the C.L.C.S., and the springing up of the chautaugua
assemblies, saw the hunger of the American people for knowledge and
entertaimment and began to investigate the possibilities of fulfilling
that neede In 1904, the last and greatest phase of the chautaugqus
story began--an idea that was to carry the big chautauqua tents to

every corner of the land and to bring an amalgam of knowledge and

17 These interesting notes were reported by David E. Heineman of

Leland, Michigan, in a letter to the editor of Michigan History
Magagine, Volume XV, 1931, p. 136, Heineman reported the ma=
terial was contained in a receipt book neatly printed and bound,
each page of which has the caption "Young Men's Society of Lans-
ing"; the book contains the treasurers receipts for peyment of
lectures and fees, and in almost every case, the autographéd
signatures of the reciplients.

18 Edwin Grant Dexter, A History of Education in the United States
(New York: MacMillan Company, 1904), p. 670.




entertainment to one out of every eleven men, women and childrem in

the United States sometime during every calendar year.lg

The Rise of the Circuit Chautauqua

The chautauques which were to come to Michigan and to other states
were, then, of several forms. Already described, the original Mother
Chautauqua at Lake Chaut-auqua, New York, and its counterpart the "Chau-
tauqua Assemblies" such as Bay View, most nearly represented the orig-
inal idea of camp meeting and Sunday Schoole Another form which existed
side by side with the circuit chautauqua was the "Independent" assembly.
The Independent assembly was similar to the circuit chautauqua except
that they were not part of a circuit organization in which the seme pro-
grem was shared with a number of other towns in the vicinity. In Leans-
ing, as in many other towns, the Independent assembly preceded the cir-
cuit plan, holding chautauquas from 1909 until superseded by the Red-
path circuit in 1812. In other towns, where the assembly was well
organized, the Independent groups continued to funotion and did not be-
come part of a circuit. Independent assemblies found they could thus
set the times of thelir chautauqua and the length of their programs.

The bureaus, such as Redpath, serviced both groups,

The lyceum, already described, is still another form of the move-

ment. As ome writer has put it, "Chautauque was merely lyceum in the

light pongee of summer." Certainly the differences between the two

19
F. C. Bray, "Chautauqua Fifty Years Young," Review of Reviews,
70:71-76, July, 1924.




were not marked ones, chautauqua reaching epproximately the same type
of people and the same sort of commmity during the summer months as
did the lyceum in the winter. Most of the bureaus handled talemnt for
both chautauqua and lyceum and the two existed side by side for many
years.

An example of the groath and extent of these several branches may

be seen in an analysis of the June, 1914, issue of the Lyceum Magazine,

a trade publication for chautauqua and lyceum bureaus. This publica-
tion reported the closing of 15,000 lyceum courses and the opening of
2338 circuit chautauquas along with an estimated 600 independent assem=-
blies.

A list of the chautauquas reported in the Midwest includes the

following circuits:

63 Coit-Alber Chautaugua System, Cleveland
80 Central Chautaugua System, Indianapolis
40 Co-operative Chautauqua Association, Bloomington

264 National Lincoln Chautauqua System, Chicago
230 Redpath Chautaugquas, Chicago

Most of the various bureaus worked in close cooperation with each
other particularly in the exchange of talemt. Chautauqua 'headliners’
were often found under the sponsorship of five or six bureaus, each

bureau taking him for several months at a time.zo

0
2 An example of this interchange of talent is the booking of Ralph Par=-

lette, famous lecturer and editor, during 1915-1916. Booked on the
Redpath-Horner circuit for the entire chautauqua season, Parlette
then went on the following lyceum schedule: Pacific coast: Septem-
ber 20 to November 13, Ellison-White Lyceum Bureau of Boise, Idaho.
West: November 15 to 27, Mutual Lyseum Bureau, Chicago. Northwast:
November 29 to January 1, 1916, Coit Lyceum Bureau, Cleveland. South-
east: January 3 to 22, Alkahest Lyceum System, Atlanta. Southwest:
January 24 to February 12, Redpath Lyceum Bureau, Dallas. West:
February 14 to 26, Redpath Lyceum Bureau, Chicago. Northwest: April

3 to 15, Redpath-Vawter Lyceum Bureau, Cedar Rapidsy Northeast: April

17 to May 13, Coit-Lyceum Bureau. Reported in Lyceum Magazine, March
1916,
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In 1904 an officer in the Redpath Lyceum Bureau, Keith Vawter,
organized the forerunner of the circuit chauteuqua. Vawter was less
than thirty years old, a small, quiet, very keen men with a genius for
organization.u

Vawter had an idea he could serve the chautauqua assemblies of
Iowa by supplying them with lyceum lecturers. He also conceived the
idea that there were many towns in between the assemblies that would
welcome chautauqua assemblies, yet had no pavilion. By obtaining a
circus tent, Vawter throught he could bring the assemblies to these
towms and at the same time make the best use of his talent. In 1904
he booked fifteen towns in Iowe and Nebreska. Different kinds of con-
traocts were used; in some places tomms kept the gate receipts above a
certain sum, in others towns were persuaded to guarantee a certain num-
ber of season tickets. Vawter opened that year under the name of the
Standard Chautauqua Burtae.u.z2

The program was augmented by morning sessioms and discussions led
by representatives of the bureau.

This first season was not a success, and Vawter then conceived the
idea of allowing the committee to take all the financial risk by guar-
anteeing the sale of a number of season tickets. He decided to concen-

trate on selling the community on the educational and cultural values

of chautauqua. It was this idea--carried out to the last--that allowed

21 Tozier, op. cit., p. 6.

22 Ibid. Tozier reports this information gained by persomnal inter-
view with Keith Vawter.
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the great expansion of chautauqua on almost no capital and that in
the end was to help in its eventual collapse.

It might be pointed out that this was one of the fundamental dif-
ferences of chautauqua and lyceum. The lyceum operated on the time-
honored principle of bringing a program to town and letting the people
‘take it or leave it'. ™

The Prohibition party in 1905 purchased seven tents and enough
talent for seven days, and were able to conduct seven assemblies in
one week, Midland cirocuit opened in 1905 followed by Associated Chau-
tauguas in Kensas and Okleahoma and the White and Freeman circuit the
same yeare In 1907 the Lincoln chautauqua began in Illinois. Other
systems rapidly came into e:w:i.stence.z3 By 1912 there were in six mid-
west states alone, almost 600 such chem*t:auque.s.24

-~ The organization of the circuit chautauqua through the years
changed very little from the way Vawter conceived it in 1904, During
the summer months, three to seven day programs were given in circus
tents in towns of from 500 to 10,000 and largere The 'talmt'zs moved
from town to town in the circuit. Because of relatively short distances
between stands and long term contracts with the talent, the plan proved
economically successfuls The usual deily program comsisted of a lecture

together with music, dramatics or other entertainmment both in the

23 Tozier, op. cit., Chapter V.

24 jom s. Noffsinger, “"The Cirouit Chsutauqua," Encyclopedia of Social
Sciences, Volume III, 1930.

26 As used in chautauqua, "talent" is a generic term for lecturers,
musicians, readers or others who appeared on the platform for pay.



afternoon and evening. A ocentral theme such as community improvement,
public health, civic pride, or education usually dominated the program.

Contracts were sold comunities by advance salesmen and were iron-
clade The bureau agreed to put on a chauteugua=-the talent was never
mentioned by name--"during the chautaugua season" in return for which
they were guaranteed ﬁ certain amownt,

After contracts were secured in the wvarious towns, an advance men
was sent to each community to help make final arrangements., This man
helped with the ticket sales, got the promotion program started, secur=
od a place for the big tent and advised the bureau and the platform
superintendent of local conditions.

Directly in charge of the chautauqua was this platform superinten-
dent, usually a minister or school superintendent, who stayed in the
town during the chautauqua, supervised the putting up and taking dowm
of the tent, collected the comtract for the next year, and acted as
general overseer. It was a job calling for diplomacy and sound judg-
ment as several incidents in the following chapters will indicate. The
Horner cirouits, for example, reported that the superintendent was
"especially cautioned to respect the religious sentiment in every com-
mmity." Problems, such as what to do with the chautaugqua on Sunday,
varied widely with the commmity visited and presented different and
vexing problems to the chautaugua superintendent.

Under the directian of the superintendent was the tent crew,
usually composed of college boys who put up and took down the big tent,

sold tickets, 1ssued programs and, in general, had a wonderful time.
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CHAPTER III

THE CHAUTAUQUA IN LANSING

1909

In 1909 Lansing was an enterprising little eity of 30,000, a city
which had increased its population eighty nine percent in a decade and
one which was to continue to grow nearly as fast in the decade to cm.l

It was an interesting time, The man in the street was discussing
the Cooke-Perry North pole controversy. Chase Osborn, later to become
Governor of Michigan, had just published his fourth book, "The Andean
Land" and President Snyder of the Michigan Agricultural College was
being considered for Seorstary of Agriculture in President Taft's cabi-
nete Four electric lights were being installed on the Michigan Avenue

bridge to achieve, said the State Journal hopefully, "A Great White

Way." Runaway horses constituted much of the days news. It was a
peaceful, pleasant time and the town had not yet recognized the approach-
ing signs of the autamobile age, at least not if we are to judge by an

editorial in the July 26th issue of the Lansing State Jourmal:

The editor of the Journal has a deep seated and long stand-
ing grouch against automobiles. Perhaps fuel may have been
added to this flame of hatred by the fact that the editor
does not own a chug-chug wagan and probably never will be
able to do so but the feeling had its origin when as a ped-
estrian he had been obliged to resort to flight and the
protection of a telephone pole in order to escape some
charging gasoline demon or has nearly seen himself whisked
to the hereafter by being run over by a machine while
crossing the street.

1 By 1920 lansing had, according to the United States Department of

Commerce Census figures, a populetion of 57,327-~an increase of
83.6% in ten years.



Lansing at this time had two vaudeville houses, one large theater
and several movie houses. The opera house on August 1l4th presented
the first play of the season with Corine as 'Mlle Mischief' (ein Toller
Maidell).

On July 15, 1909, the State Journal carried an announcement of what

was apparently Lansing's first clnutauqua:z

Last evening the Eureka Glee Club of Springfield, Ohio, gave
a concert. This evening an exhibition will be given by
"Magcot" the best educated horse in the world, who has given
performances all over the world and has twice been commanded
to appear before King Edward. Carrie Natiom will give an
address Friday evening and the chautauqua will close Saturday
evening with another concert by Carter's Virginia Warblers--
a band of colored singers.

In the same issue, the State Journal pointed out that Eaton Rapids

had a "chautaugua assembly” for the first time in its history but that
it was not on a large scale and the meetings were confined to the even=-
ing.

That all was not to be easy for the chautauqua in Lensing was evi-

dent when on September 2nd the State Journal printed its first stand

concerning the movement in an editorial entitled "Chautauqua Vaudeville":

Scarcely had the echo of Speaker Cannon's gavel died away in
the Hall of Representatives on the last day of July before
many of the members were on trains headed for the chautauqua
circuilt, there to complain and exploit and review upon their
own standpoints, the work of the season. The chautauqua
idea, born of good old Doctor Vincent's ambition, here in
the West at least, has lost all semblance of its dignified
and educated character. The chautaugua is now only a sort

2 While the State Journal does not say what oircuit this was, Herbert
Asbury's Carrie Nation, (New York: Alfred Knopf 1929) p. 303 quotes
her as saHng. "From the first of July 1909 <to the last of August,
I have been secured by S. M. Holloday of Midland Bureau of Des
Moines, Iowa."




of summer vaudeville. A striotly business proposition which
appeals to the sensational and morbid elements of human
nature.

It will be noticed that today most of the chautauqua stars
are either straight out Democrats harping upon revolutionary
theories, or disconsolate Republican 'insurgents' who delight
to air their theatrical emotions in the tawdry arena of chau=-
tauqua curiosity. There is no place for the careful and
thoughtful statesman in this place of violent tears. Only
the reckless purveyor of oratorical stunts is wanted by the
managers of chautaugua. Soberness of speech, wisdom and cau-
tion are entirely too tame to attract the box office invita-
tion. What for instance, would be the demand for LaFollete
on the lecture platform if he were a serious student of
statecraft and unskilled in the art of oratorical acrobatics?
e o oin the fierce competition with the three headed calf
and the clay modeler, the chautauqua orator must strain to
keep up his reputation.

In the following pages we will see how this premature opinion
changed almost as completely, in a few years, as did the editor's view-

points on the horseless carriage.

1910
In 1910, the chautaugua began in Lansing in earmest under the
auspices of the Lansing Business Men's Assosciation. An eight day pro-
gram was brought to town and set up in East Side Park, and the committee
in charge issued the following announcement:

The Lansing Chautauqua was organized under the auspices of the
Business lien's Assooiation, not primarily as a money
proposition but we believe that in broadening the horizon of
of the social and intellectual life of our citizens we are
working out a better oivic condition and thus enhancing the
chances for our successful future. What the forum was to
ancient Rome the chautauqua has become to the United States

of America. with the difference that there was only ome forum
while in America almost one thousand chautauquas are in active
operation in all parts of our country and the number is rapid-
ly increasing as the years go by.
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The committee went on to point out that many of the great reforms
of the day were largely traceable to the chautauqua lecturer, that
the movement was thoroughly undenominational and that it appealed to
the thoughtful and.cultured.

"More and more," the announcement said, "In these strenuous times
people feel the need of a little vacation. Earnest people are hardly
willing to waste time in a vacation whisch does not bring them a little
intellectual uplift; hence the phenomenal growth of the chautauqua idea.

"In presenting the following program the management is not build-
ing for the present only, dbut for the future as well, Our aim is to
furnish physical recreation, mental food and heartening whole-souled
" attractians to all."d

The program offered in Lansing that year included Governor Hoch
of Kansas, Father J. Daly of Milwaukee speaking on, "Is a Boy Worth
Saving?!" and Edward Amhurst Ott with his lecture, "The Haunted House".
A farmers' day featured the agricultural expert with the felicitous
name of Colonel Bob Seeds speaking on "How God Makes Soil Fertile".
Opie Read and Ralph Bingham were also inecluded. Senator Gore, blind
senator from Oklahoma, was originally scheduled to speak, but had to
cancel his engagement because of his senate activity. Semator Gore
was much in the headlines at this time because of his activities in
exposing bribery in land sales.

Senator Gore's place was taken by Adrain Newens, who gave readings

from the "Sky Pilot". A former professor of oratory, Newens! performance

3 fhe State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) July 16, 1910.




was commended by The State Journal on July 25th: "A better entertainer

than Mr. Newens never stepped upon a Lansing platform. Breathless
interest, frankly streaming tears, hearty laughter, showed his magic
power,"

The concerts by the Hruby Brothers Concert Company were poorly
attended--only two hundred persons were reported in attendance. The
majority of the listeners to the concert series were outside the ‘l:eclrl;.4

Halfway through the week, the big tent was moved to the Third
Ward Park. Many of the committee thought the East Side Park was too
inaccessible.

On Wednesday, "Farmers Day" was held and was, according to the

State Journal for July 29th, "A dismal failure as far as farmers are

concerned, there being less than a dozen farmers present." Colonel
Seeds mentioned in his opening address that the chautauqua "looked as
though it had been pulled off before it was ripe.”

The next day, however, Opie Read, who was to headline chautauquas
for many years to cane.s gave his reading of "Lem Junklin at the Chau-
tauqua" and for the first time, the big three thousand seat tent was

fillede The State Journal on July 25th reported: "Six feet four inches

of genial humanity radieting good nature and homely philosophy. He

4 The State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) July 16, 1910.

5 Ten years later, Opie Read spoke to the 1,700 employees of the Reo
Motor Car Company in Lansing and, according to the Reo house organ,
he made a tremendous hit. His subject was "Human Nature and Poli-
tios". (Reported in The Lyceum News, March, 1920.)
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assumed the character of old Lum and until the close of the evening

was 0ld Lum and nobody else. On a quaintly humorous style he dwelt

upon the follies of the day, and his impressions of life. His talk

was spiced with epigrame such as "Music is the maple syrup of the soul";
"Some of the greatest truths are given with a smile"; and "I believe
missionaries can do more good helping the sweat shop workers in our great

cities than in singing hymns to Chinamen.,"

1911

In spite of its inauspicious reception in 1909 and 1910, the
Lansing Chautauqua Assembly brought a n.:i.ne---da.y6 Chautauqua to Lansing
from June 24th to July 2nd. The chautauqua was held at the League Ball=-
park at Kalamazoo and Walnut.7

The big tent, 90 x 120 feet, easily held twenty-five hundred per-
gons, Season tickets were two dollars and promotionm schemes this year
included sending one thousand tickets to prominent Lansingites which
admitted them to the first several days free after which they could be
exchanged for regular tickets by paying the full price.

The progrsm was a full and complete onme and included an unusual

array of famous names. Among them was Senator Robert LaFollette who

6 Nine day chautauquas were found only in the 'independent' assemblies.

Redpath, at least on their Western circuits, had only five day and
seven day programs.

7 Not a very oconvenient place, apparently, for the audience was forced
to climb under the grandstand to get to the tent.
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spoke on "Popular Government", President George E. Vincent, of the
University of Minnesota, speaking on "The Larger Selfishness" and
"Mind of the Mob", Champ Clark talked amn "Picturesque Public Men" and
the labor leader of the day, Johm Mitchell, delivered an address.
Earnest Thompson Seton spoke on "The Boy Scout Movement" and Leslie
Willis Sprague on "Learning to Live in Cities."

Other attractions included the return of Adrein C. Nevins; William
Sterling Battis, lmown throughout the circuits as "The Dickens Man";
the Chicago Glee Club; Robert Marker Miles with his lecture on "Tallow
Dips" and Dr. Bdward A. Steiner speeking on "The Trail of the Immi-
gmm:."8

Governor Osborn opened the chautauqua program speaking on "Recip-
rocity."

One of the interesting features of this chauteuqua was the round
table discussions carried on by C. H. Plattenbury, platform manager,
during afternoon "study hours."

Discussing "The City Beautiful™ Plattenbury told of some of the
sore spots in Lansing, pointing out that tin cans, filth and shacks of
all kinds 1ie along the bank of the river which might be a beauty spot.
He said that he walked on Lansing streets and found the sidewalks yet
unswept and dirty. He called attention to the public drinking cup in
the state capitol and said Michigan was far behind Western states in

that respect. A general discussion followed his talks in which

8 rhe State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) June 21, 1911,




representatives of the Grange, the Federation of Women's Clubs and
various other organizations told what had been attempted and what is
planned for the future of Lansing.

An editorial in the State Journal next day, June 29th, entitled

"From an Outsider" reported:

"Tin Can Alley," "Shack Boulevard" end "Rubbish Terrace"

received particular mention by C. H. Plattenbury, platform

mansger, at the Chautauqua round table Tuesday afternoon.

They are familiar sights every day in Lansing. Once upon

e time there was a oivio improvement association formed,

the banks of the river were to be beautified, the alleys

were to be clean as the streets and the "spotless tomm"

regime was to come into its own. Collectively the citisens

of Lansing want this city to be clean and sweet-smelling;

individually there are many property owners who do not care

whether the town is neat and natty or not.

On another round table study hour, Plattenbury esked: "Why is it
that we have so many lodges today? ‘Why is it that nearly every man you
meet belongs to a lodge?. . .Because the church is not doing its duty,
the lodge is doing the work which is the mission of the c¢hurch and
which the church has fallen down. « «the trouble with the church is
that they are 'full of skeletons' deeds of the past instead of the
future. « 0"9

Lectures ranged from the inspirational Mrs. Florence D. Richards,
who spoke the first night on "The Future and What it Promises" by say-
ing, "I am an optimist and believe this is the best hour of the best
day since time began" to the hard-headed political talk of Senator

Thomas R. Gore, who spoke against high tariff.

® The State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) July 8, 1911,
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Large ocrowds greeted both Senator Gore and John Mitchell, Mitchell,
speaking on "The Philosophy, Purposes and ldeals of the Trade Labor
Movement," said:

If the interests of labor and capital were identical, as some

declare, there would be no chasm to bridge, if their interests

were irreconcilable, then any effort to harmonize them would

be futile. It is because I believe that neither of these can

stand the test of close analysis that I have devoted so large

a part of my life to the advencement of the trade agreement as

the best means of bettering the relationship of employer and

employee. The ideal of the trade union is not so much to se-

oure advantage for the exceptional man as to bring about a

general and progressive uplift of the great mass of wage earmers.

Financially, the chautauqua was in a precarious position. Secre-
tary Jo G. Hammond, of the loocal committee, reported on June 28th, that
$1650 was on hand and that if another one thousand dollars came in be-
tween that time and the end of the assembly they would come out more
than even. However at the end of the program, the local group found
itself between eight hundred and one thousand dollars behind. This
meant a deficit of between eight and tem dollars per guarantor. However--
end this is one of the peculiarities of chautauqua which happened again
and again--despite the deficit it was agreed that another chautauqua
would be held next year. The guarantors expressed themselves in favor
of the program because of its high charscter and general worth and will-
ingly agreed to make good the defiocit.

Secretary Hammond stated, however, that he believed just as good
a course could be given next year for less money, the talent to cost
about fourteen hundred dollars instead of $2150 as it did this year.

A six day chautauqua program instead of a nine was pointed out as being

Just as satisfactory in other places with some of the weaker talent
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eliminated and twelve numbers being given instead of eighteen. The
total expemses of the chautaugua in Lansing during 1911 was twenty
eight hundred dollars.

Jackson, said Hammond, had had a chsutaugqua for five years and
this year was the first time it had even so much as paid for the tickets
out of the receipts. This time, he claimed, the receipts were four
hundred dollars more than the expenses of the course, many other cities

having the same exporime.lo

1912
1912 marked the beginning of the Redpath eirouit chautauquas in
Lansing and the men who more than any other, exemplified chautauquas,
headlined the program. William Jennings Bryan was chautauqua and for
thirty years he was "good for forty acres of parked Fords, anywhere,
at any time of the day or night." Critical studies of Bryan and his
spesking are fairly extensive and no attempt is made in this paper to

do more than report his visits to central lichigan.u

10 ) oheok of the Jacksan (Mich.) Citiszen Press and Citigen Patrict
files during 1912-1920 revealed no mention of a chautauqua in
Jackson from that time on although residemnts could remember the
city having one "a long time ago."

1 An interesting but undocumented story of Bryan is told by Robert
and Victoria Case in We Called It Culture Gerden City, New York:
Doubleday and Company, 1948, pp. 87-135. Speech theses dealing
with Bryan include: Elizabeth Gilliar, William Jennings Bryen,
A Study of the Psychology of Persuasion (1531) University of
Ninnesota, Grace E. Harper, C Htioal Study of the Elements of
Persuaa:lon in the Speeches of W. J. B Jde %IQZQTTniversity of
Southern Callifornia. Theodore S. Long, The Campaign Oratory of
W. J. Bryan (1938) University of Wisconsin, Harold L. Ahrendts,
Public Reaction to Selested Speeches of W. J. %(u revealed

m Contemporary Comments .'m the Press of "Nebra 19435 Uni-
vernIty of ﬁf%igan.




Tickets for the Bryan lecture were in demand weeks before he was

to appear. The State Journal reported on July 17th, that at the YMCA,

center of ticket activity, requests from Owosso, Grand Ledge, Mason,
Leslie, St. Jolms and other towns were pouring in. It was characteris-
tic of the Bryan era that the exact title of his lecture was not kmown
in advance.

Bryan appcared in six other towns in Michigan that year.lz Typical
of the small town's reaction was that of Charlotte which had a "Bryan
Day." All businesses in town were closed from two o'clock wmtil four
thirty, he was greeted at the train by thousands and a big street parade,
led by the state militia band, followed.l®

Redpath, by 1912, was condusting four circuits, the largest of
which had 134 different ;:ities on its list. The Lansing program was
one of thirty eight cities on the ci.rcui‘t.14

In 1812, the Lansing Chautauqua, for the first time, was an un-
qualified success. The program was a seven day affeir and was again
held at the baseball parke The superintendent was I. B. Gilbert, a
former St. Johns, Michigan, achool. official, who was in charge during

July 17¢h-23rd when the program was g:lven.lﬁ

2 A search of the Redpath Files (Chicago, Office) reveal these to
be: Monroe, Mt. Clemens, Flint, Charlotte, Niles and Plymouth.

13 the State Journal, (Lansing, Michigan) July 17, 1912.

14 prom files of the Redpeth Bureau, (Chicago Office).

16 he State Journal, (Lansing, Michigen) July 16, 1912,




A typical example of the difficulties encountered by the chautau-
qua superintendent came up at the beginning of the program. Although
the baseball park had been contracted for, a stubborn baseball manager
refused to move the date of a double-header and intimated the chautau-
qua should pay him $250 if he woulde The matter was settled and the
show went on as scheduled after the manager agreed to publicize the
coming games in the chautauqua program.le

The State Journal editorialized on July 1l6th:

The attention of the public is directed toward the chautauqus
program which opens in this city tomorrow. Certain it is
that a more interesting and at the same time educational nume-
ber of programs has never before been offered to people of
Lansing. First among the noted men who will appear on the
.chautauqua platform is William Jennings Bryan. Although he
has been before the public for many years, kr. Bryan was
never more popular than todaye. The record of his recemt
battles in the Baltimore convention is still fresh in the
minds of the people, and the city is fortunate in having the
opportunity to hear him speak.

L J [ ] L ] L] L ® L] [ L ] L] * e o L ] L] L] L] L ) L] L ] e [ ] L . L[] L] [ [ ] L] L] L]
If the chautauqua offered less than it does; if the programs
were below instead of above the standard, there would be no
reason for expecting this city to support it. But the program
is all that can be asked and there can be no exouse if Lans-
ing fails to respond.

Redpath, as did all circuits, used college men for the tent crews

and believed in letting the people kmow about it. The State Journal

reported on July 18ths
"The men who are accompaning Superintendent Gilbert are all college

students. By employing college men to drive stekes, pitch tents, sell

16 1ne Stete Journal, (Lensing, Michigan) July 19, 1912, The follow-

ing year when O. D. McKeever of Columbus, Ohio was platform manager,
he was required to substitute for Mrs. Isabel Garghill Beecher, a
reader of natlonal reputation, with an how's notice. His performance,
said the State Journal next day, "Is of much credit to himself eand
incidentally, to Redpeth bureau." (August 4, 1913).
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tickets and assist in other ways to make the chautauqua a success,
Redpath bureau is able to help a large number of students who are
working their way through aohoﬁl."

Besides Bryan, other noted men appeared on the platform in 1912,
Ex-governor Hock of Kansas reappeared with his message on pure food
laws; Judge Blair, who had disfranchised two thousand citizens of
Adams County, Ohio for illegal voting, told his story. Poet-~humorist
Wallace Bruce Amsbury presenting "A Dignified Interpretation of Good

Literature,”

drew a crowd of one thousand on July 18th.

Writers and critlics of the chautauqua movement have pointed out
the availability of the platform to anyone with a message.17 Judge
Marcus A. Kavanaugh who spoke on "Traitors to Justice" talked ele-
quently on reforms needed in law and told his audience that he could
not bring about reforms within his own profession and so was taking his
case to the 190,000 people on the Redpath circuit. A long editorial

entitled "The Law's Delay" in the State Journal the next day (July 24th)

“testified as to his effectiveness.

Bohumir Kryl, "The Greatest cornetist in the world" and a standard
favorite for many years, appeared with his band.

Redpath, in 1912, instituted a program of using scout masters for
the training of boys. Six men were taken from the Chicago headquarters

where they had gained practical experience, and sent out on the circuits,

17 see Glen Frank, "Parliment of the People," Century 98:401-16,
July, 1919; Paul Pearson, American Academy of Pol¥t1c31 and
Social Science Annuals., Volume 39-40, 1912, pp. 21-26.
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At this time the National movement was but two years old.18

W. B, Hopkiﬁs app;ared on the Lansing program and on Thursday
morning about thirty boys gathered at the tent for preliminary instruc-
tion in boy scout work. Hopkins discussed the organization, scout
laws and principles. Before he had finished, & large number of mothers
had come into the tent.l®

Hopkins was also attempting to form a Camp Girls group, similar
to the Boy Scouts, under the sponsorship of the YkCA. On the last day
of the program, exhibitions were given by the boys.

At the close of the week-long program, nearly seven hundred tickets
were guaranteed for the next year and the return of the Redpath bureau
was assured. "Considering the amount of rain which has fallen during

the week," reported the State Journal on July 24th, "The big tent has

been unusually well filled and Lansing has been loyal to the chautau-
qua=--much more so than in the paste Especially was this true last
Saturday when about 700 turned out to hear one of the most elequent
addresses of all given by former Governor Hock of Kansas while in the
evening when a heavy rain fell, the audience was larger by one hundred

people.”

18 The Boy Scout movement was incorporated Fabruary 8, 1910 although

individual troops were organized previous to that time. J. P.
Freeman writing in Michigan History Magazine Vol. XxXI1, 1938, pp.
261, reports that J. A. Vandis, the boys work secretary of the
YMNCA for Michigan had organized a troop in connection with his
camp, previous to 1910, In 1910 the State of Michigan organized

a state committes in scoutinge. Govermor Ferris was on the National
Councile A long discussion of this incipient movement appeared on
the front page of the State Journal for July 24th.

9
State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) July 18, 1912,
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1913

A full peage advertisement in the State Jourmal for July 16, 1913

announced that season tickets were now on sale for the Redpath Chau-
tauqua beginning on July 28th, The article pointed out that there were
nearly twelve hundred chautauquas in the United States and Canada and
that Redpath alone, from its headquarters in Iowa, Kansas City and
Chicago sponsored six hundred of them.

The Redpath circuit in Miohigan this year grew from six towns in
1912 to twenty towns in Michigen in 1913.%0

Ticket headquarters were agein at the YMCA but tickets were on
sale at about twenty-five places throughout the city. Two advance men
for Redpath arrived several days ahead of time and erected banners and
posters throughout the ecity. The location of the big tent for 1913
was Shiawassee and Chestnut streets.21

One of the integral parts of the chautauqua, stemming from the
program started by Keith Vawter, was the morning lecture. Usually car-
ried on by the platform menager, the program was attended by thrifty
women who wanted full velue for their season tiokets.zz The morning

lecturer for 1913 in Lansing wes R. E. Kline and the title of his

0 A search of the Redpath files (Chicego Office) reveals these to be:
Niles, Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, Charlotte, Hastings, Lansing, Ypsi-
lanti, Monroe, Mt. Clemens, Port Huron, Lapeer, Flint, Saginaw,
Alpena, Alma, St. Johns, Muskegon, South Haven, Benton Harbor,
Dowagiace These were all seven day programs and represented the

largest inorease in towns covered that Redpath was to have in Michigan.

21 State Journal (Lensing, Michigan) July 23, 1913.

22 Case, op. cit., p. 38,
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lectures included: "Poetry in Personal Life," "Relation of Literature
to Human Movements," "social and Moral Power of the Novel," and "The
Drama--the Mirror of Life."

Attractions for this year included a debate on socialism between
Representative J. Adam Bede of linnesota and ex-Mayor Emil Seidel of
Milwaukee, The two greats of the lecture platform, George L. McNutt
and Dr. Frank W. Gunsaulus were scheduled to speake. Both men had
watched the movement grow. Gunsaulus, pastor of the Peoples Church in
Chicago and later president of Armour Institute, had been in demand as
a lecturer on the old independent chautaugua assembly, He resented the
growth of the circuit chautauqua at first, later becoming one of its
staunch supporters.

His Lensing address on "William Earnest Gladstone" included the
following: "Statesmanship prefers the wheat grain to the rubye The ruby
will naver change unless to deteriorate, it has no generative powere
Given the opportumnity for growth, the product of the wheat grain becomes
the multiplied power of its truth."Z>

). Paul McNutt was another old-timer on the platform, a man who had
written press material for the pioneer circuits in 1905 and 1906.24
Known as the "Dinner pail man" for his championship of the cause of the
common man, he held his Lansing audience for two hours speaking on

"Culture and Democracy." His topic was described as "A heart to heart

23 State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) July 31, 1913

24 1pia.



message of appeal for the boyhood of America." "It is the ragtime of
life to hold that the aim of a boy's education shall be to make e liv-
ing," he said, "It is the making of a life that counts."zs

The Ben Greet Players, doing the "Comedy of Errors", brought out
the largest crowd of alle This excellent group of Shakespearean play-
ers became very famous on the circuits and were instrumental in break-
ing down the prejudice ageinst drama in smaller commmities.

Other speakers on the platform this year included Dean W. T.
Sumner on "The Dawning Consciousness of Women's Sex Loyalty" which peri-
phrastic title concealed a discussion of reform in marriage laws. Ex-
governor Joseph W. Folk.of Missouri on "Fight for a State" and Dr.
Eugene A. Bartlett speaking on "Wealth from Waste." The perennial
Bohumir Kyrl was back with his band, and a presentation of Parnelli's
opera, "The Lover's Quarrel" helped round out the program.

Pledges sufficient to insure a program for 1914 were secured dur-
ing the close of the assembly.

The itinerary for the 1914 program was announced by Redpath to in-
clude the cities of Niles, Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, Charlotte, Ypsilanti,
Monroe, Mt. Clemens, Port Huron, Lapeer, Flint, Saginaw, Alpena, Alma,

St. Johns, Muskegon, Hastings, South Havén, Benton Harbor and Dmgmoze

26 State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) July 31, 1913.

26 By the start of 1914 Redpath had secured additional guarantors for

Belding, Cheboygan, Charlevoix, Traverse City, Manistee, Grand Haven,
making a total of twenty seven Michigan towns holding seven day
chautauquas and the largest group Redpath was ever to have in Michigan.
After 1914, the number of towns holding Redpath chautauques gradually
declined. PFrom Redpath Files, (Chicago Office.)
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1914

In 1914, the Women's Civic League undertook to sponsor the chau-
tauqua in Lansing. An auto parade led by the Reo Band, helped stir up
interest. It was announced that one thousand tickets were awvailable
at two dollars. After the first thousand were sold, the price was to
be $2.50.

New trends were beginning to show clearly in the chautauqua program.
The Ben Greet players were back again this year with a version of
"Twelfth Night", and once more the audience overflowed the big tent and
"heartily enjoyed" the show.?” Music was beginning to £ill more and
more programs. This year a two day all-musical program included Bohumir
Kyrl, the Wethor choir and the famous Dunbar Bell Ringers.

Lecturers on the Redpath program included Edward Amhurst Ott, give
ing his talk on "The Haunted House" 328 Frank B, Wendling on "Face Be=-
‘hind a Face"; Leslie W. Sprague, "Learning to Live in Cities"; and
Montaville Flowers, "Color Guard and Picket Line".

The superintendent this year was President Horace Ellis, of Vin-
cennes University, the Republican candidate for State Superintendent

of Public Instruction in Indiana, C. M. Sanford was in charge of the

27
The State Journal, (Lansing, Michigan) August 6, 1914.

28 Ott, who lectured all year around, was for eleven years Dean of

Drake University's College of Oratory. He was the author of several
textbookse Writing in The Lyceum Magazine July, 1914 in an article
entitled "Eighty Opportunities", Ott made a plea for brevity in
lecturing. "Space writing is bad for literature,"” he said, "it is
worse for lectures. Perhaps all lectures are too longe I plead
gullty, and am repenting and using the blue pencil every day. The
greatest enemy to eloquence is an unnecessary word. We all fear the
verbosity of others, why not tremble at our owmn?"



morning lectures. Sanford, who had studied psychology under de Garmo,
Titchener and Whipple at Cornell University, had a varied teaching
background, His lectures were pemetrating and oritisal. One such

morning lecture, as reported in the State Jourmal for August 8, 1914,

could be repeated nearly verbatim today:

Political parties, churches and schools, if they are to serve,
must do the things that soclety needs to have done. This is
an age where all institutions of society are belng examined
and tested.

As American people we have expended vast sums in our publie
schools and, of course, expect commensurate returns. There are
many who feel that our schools are failing to minister to the
needs of socliety. « o

The greatest single need is a more efficient body of teachers.
Instead of young, immature girls we need teachers who are old
enough to have developed personalities that are dynamic. Our
teachers too often allow their character batteries to run low
and as a result their work instead of being inspirational is
deadening--is of the humdrum sort.

Our teaching force throughout, should have as many men teachers
as women, and each should represent the very highest type of
manhood or womanhood possibles That we do not have better
teachers is due to the wretched salaries we pay. . .the next
move is to draw the most capable young mem and women and we

must do this by paying them salaries commensurate with their
lbility .

The very purpose of the average high school is wrong. Why

should the chief aim of a high school be to prepare students

for college when less than three percent ever go to college. . .?

It was announced from the platform that Lansing would be obliged
to pledge for the sale of seven hundred season tickets at $2.50 each
to secure the Redpath circuit for 19156, Advanced prices, according to
the bureau, were due to the inocrease in quality of programs offered

next years A preliminary canvass was made on Friday evening and a
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number of the pledges necessary were secured.zg

"No clock ever strikes twelve all the time; not every chautauqua
is a best number, but we must bear in mind that often the number that
disappointed you, pleased your neighbor highly," declared Reverend Ray
Hardy, Minister of Pilgrim Congregational Church, who spoke on behalf
of the Women's Civiec League, which had decided to sponsor next season's
assembly of talent. Reverend Hardy pointed out that $2,700 must come
through the gates before the Redpath bureau would make expenses,

Congressman Patrick He. Kelley, in supporting the chautauqua said,
"It seems to me that any number on the program is worth the fifty
cents 1t costs on the season ticket. The lecture by Edward Amhurst Ott,
the other evening I regard as worth to any boy and girl in Lansing who
heard the message, the price of a season ticket. Lansing people want
the chautauqua and I do not believe there will be any diffioulty in dis-
posing of the number of tickets necessary to insure an assembly for

1915,

1915

The Redpath Bureau in 1915 opened its chautauqua circuit in Jaokson-
ville, Florida on April 15th, and worked northward until September 10th,

setting a record for the longest season ever attempted by a chautauqua
cirouit in Amerioa.>t

29 Other circuits were raising prices. In the smaller commmities there

was more grumbling over inoreasing the cost of a season ticket. In
Magon, for example, the Lincoln system was aocused of being part of a
trust, when in the following year they attempted to raise the price

to $2.00, and as a result kason had no chautauqua in 1916, See Chap-
ter IV. From Ingham County Democrat (Mason, Michigan) August 25, 1815.

State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) August 8, 1914,
51 State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) July 15, 1916.

30
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The tents were larger this year, and seated 2400 in comfortable
garden settees. Th§ Women's Clubhouse Association sponsored the chau-
tauqua and the committee was made up of delegates appointed by the
various clubs affiliated with the association. Season tickets, trans-
ferable among members of the same family, went up in cost to $2.50 for
adults and to $1.25 for children up to sixteen.

The featured attraction this year was Alice Nielson, prima donna
soprano of the Metropolitan and Boston Opera Company.

An innovation was the closing of the chautauqua on Sundaye. The
tents standing idle over Sunday, reported the Lyceum News, cost the
management over 320,000.3a

A feature of the chautauqua in 1915 was the introduction of the
pseudo-scientific lecture. Montraville Wood, assisted by his daughter,
gave & "popular scientific demonstration of gyroscope and ultra violet
ray." The performance consisted of Professor Wood's struggle with a
gyroscope measuring twenty-four inches and weighing twenty-eight pounds;
& demonstration of a practical model of a monorail car operating on a
slack wire over the heads of the audience and the producing of handwrit-

ing on the canvas wall with a ray of light for a oraycn.83

2 Lyceum News, May 1915, p. 23.
33 State Journal (Lansing, Michigsn) August 3, 1915, Reports the
Lyceum Magazine for May, 1915: "Professor Wood's patents have now
reached the hundred mark, his most recent patent granted being the
ons pertaining to the automatic locks for the Panama Canal, to be
shown at the Panama Exposition. Mr. Wood is now working on the
storage of light from the sun whereby he will be able to light
your home without wires or pipes, storing the light in the wall-
paper of your home,"
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What appeared to be one of the first attempts to expand the
dramatic activities of the chautauqua did not fare so well. The State
Journal reported on August 3rd:

One of the largest audiences of the assembly saw William Owen
and company's presentation of "The Servant in the House." As
the 'drain men'® William Owen is all that could be desired and
the interpretation of Charles Rem Kennedy's masterpiece is
safe in his hands. While chautauqua audiences are willing to
make allowances for the handicaps under which dramatic rendi-
tions are given on a tent platform, some of the characteriza-
tions fell short of what Leansing has come to regard as the
Chautauqua stendard.

The first rumblings of the European war were beginning to be felt
in this country and on the chautauqua platform the reactions were varied.
Sylvester A. Long, speaking on the subject, "Hungry People" said:

In a great calamity the man who has only techmical training

will blow out his brains, but the one who has caught the soul
of education can sit hungry and ragged upon the ruins reading
Shakespeare or St. Paul and know that he is rich and fortunate
o o othe lyceum and chautauqua stands forth for high idealism.
People want entertainment of which they need not be ashamed,
they reed music of fine sentiment end red blood. They are

hungry for the hope-giving and constructive lecture., It may
require extra effort, but whether with or without military 34
preparedness we must arm with hope and fortify with idealism,

Other chautauqua men were beginning to realize the import of the
European ware. Apparently such a lecturer was Frank Dixon whose sub-
Ject was supposed to be "Taking Stock of the Town":

Frank Dixon's lecture Tuesday night was heard by a good sized
audience. His recommendations for every growing city were:

A plan embracing economy, beauty, permanency and dignity. An
efficient health department and a city manager plan for munic-
ipal government.

34 State Journal (Bansing, Michigan) July 30, 1915.
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Departing from his lecture theme to strike a blow for nationsal
preparedness, Mr. Dixon gave statistics showing we are the
most defenseless nation in the worldes Congress has spent
$150,000,000 every year and we have practically nothing to
show for it, he seids 'China is our rival in extravagance and
inefficiency, and with the world in conflagration, it is time
that some honest man confesses he smells smokes Only the
mercy of God Almighty can save us from the incampetence to
which congress has reduced us.“

The reactions to this plain talk were quick and blunt. The next

day the State Journal, in an editorial entitled "Taking Stock" said:

Dre Frank Dixon who lectured before a Lansing Chautauqua aud-
ience on "Taking Stock of the Town" touched a number of temder
spots without gentleness and made those who heard him squirm
now and then,

His suggestions are probably compiled after a thousand times
more study and thought than is spent upon a criticism of them
but the fact remains that a large number of Dr. Dixon's
theories can be carried out wnder a kind of paternal despotism,
To make them workeble the individual must be submerged entirely
and the state glorified exclusively.

Will we, as a country, submit to this form of rule? We de-
cidedly will not. The moment the govermment whether it be
national, state, or mmicipal makes a move along the lines of
paternalism, the great American public lets out a roare.

There are disadvantages to our democratic system of government
as Dr. Dixon looks at it, we cannot regulate the hourly life
of the individual or prescribe all his business dealings. So

as a consequence the state suffers to some extent and reforms
are slow in coming.

But who would change? Those who would can take the next boat
across.

Other attractions included Thomas Brooks Fletcher, who was adver-
tised to speak on "The Martydom of Fools." Several days before, how=-

ever, he remembered he had given the same lecture in Lansing last year

35 State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) August 5, 1915.




and changed his subject to "Tragedy of the Unprepared.” A dramatic
lecturer, Fletcher was editor of the Marion, Ohio Tribune and was
spending his tenth year on the circuits. Typical of the vast audiences
reached by top drawer talent, were the 84,000 people who had peid to
hear Fletcher spesk in 1914, Averaging more than two hundred engage-
ments each year, it was estimated that one million people had heard
him give "Tragedy of the Unprepared," "The Modern Judas" and "The
Martydom of Fools."§6

Although preceded by a great deal of advance publicity, including
a private railroad car, the concert of Alice Nielson wes not an out-
standing success. Estimates were for five hundred dollars to be taken
in from the sale of single admissions but, according to Superintendent
He Jo Alvis, only $285 was collected.37

One of the many troubles connected with running a chautauqua was
apparent on Alice Nielson night. A considerable portion of the aud-
ience entered the tent before the gate keepers came on duty and while
the crowds in the tent were conservatively estimated at from two hundred
to three hundred, an effort to collect from them after they were seated
secured but fifty dollars.38

The contract which had been signed by the Women's Civic League
the previous year provided that the women guarantee the chautauqua
bureau $1750, Above this figure the women were to have half of every

season ticket sold and ten per cent of anything over $2500 in gate

36 1voeun Magazine, August 1914, p. 5l.

37 State Journal, (bansing, Michigen) August 10, 1915,

38 Ibid.
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receipts. While they were able to make the guarantee, profits were
small and the women were somewhat discouraged. "The ladies will not
undertake to back the chautauqua for next years," said Mrs. E. B.
Johnson, head of the committee, "unless we have the united cooperation
of the whole field of women's clubs."

Redpath stood fast, however, on its traeditional guarantee policy.
Said Superintendent Alvis: "If Lansing wants the Redpath Chautauqua
next year someone must become sponsor of the project since the institu-
tion is too big a thing to manage and take the risk of making our

expenses in each town,"°

1916
A group of business men and commmity leaders decided to sponsor
the chautauqua in 1916 and under the general chairmanship of Ray Morton
Hardy, committees were formed to cover all phases of the work, includ-
ing committees representing the Chamber of Ccamerce, publishing commit-
tee, committee to organize the factories and committee to sell tickets
in each of the churches.

The State Journal reported on July lst: "More and more the chau-

taugua is coming to be regarded as a mmicipal affair, and in keeping
with this spirit the committee in charge have stated explicitly that
all profits that might be derived from the chautauqua this year will be
made part of a permanant fund to be used to perpetuate the Lyceum and

chautauqua movement in Lensing."

39
State Journal, (Lansing, Michigan) August 10, 1916.
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One of the selling campaigns worked out by the business men in-
volved the orgenizing of the fourteen churches in the city into sell-
ing teams of five and ten who planned to make a canvass of the city
in one afternoon. One hundred fifty workers planned to sell twelve
hundred advance tickets in four hours. To ald the campaign, a prize
of twenty-five dollars in gold was offered to the church selling the
largest number of tickets in proportion to its membership.

The State Journal aided the cause in an editorial on July 22nd:

The nation's schools are closed for the summer and yet tens
of millions of Americans are going to schoole They are the
nation's growmn up pupils who attend the chautauque meeting.

They say that 112,000,000 people will attend chautauqua meet-
ings in the United States this year. Of course there aren't
that many of us altogether but why caveil? Many of us will
attend several times. Anyhow, a vast army of men and women
will take part in this wonderful education movement stirring
up their sluggarly mental currents, gather a fresher and
truer outlook on life and going home better, wiser and cheer-
fuller olitizens,

The big attraction for the 1916 Redpath chautaugua was the appear=-
ance once again of William Jennings Bryan. Bryan's Michigan tour took
him to Port Huron, Lapeer, Flint, Saginaw, Belding, Alma, St. Johns,
Lansing, Charlotte and Battle Creek. The chautauqua was to open on

August 4th and provided a seven day program under a big new 1:¢an<|:._‘u

40 State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) July 22, 1916,

a The finest ever used, reports the State Journal on August 2nd. In-
oluded were all modern appliances and equipment kmown to the tent
bullders art. Not only was the tent waterproof, but in addition to
the usual storm fastenings, there were double storm ropes on the
inside of the tent. The tent was so strongly built, it was claimed,
that 1t would require a cyclone strong enough to move permanent
frame buildings to move it from its foundations,.
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Bryan's lecture was well attended, as always. Previous to the
lecture, he dined with thirty-five leading democrats at the Hotel
Downey. On the platform he was introduced by Governor Ferris as "One
of the great Americans ,"42

Equal suffrage, prohibition and peace were dsalt with by Mr. Bryan
in his lecture on "The Four Pictures." That the "Day of peace for which
the ages have been waiting" was near at hand and that the United States
had now the opportunity of writing "The most glorious page of history”
were assertions of Mr. Bryan in the concluding phase of his lecture in
which he dwelt with peace. His solution is the "substitution of co-
operation for combat."

"Our nation must now decide whether it will adapt the philosophy
of Pilate or the philosophy of Christ, the philosophy of force or the
philosophy of love," he said. Had Europe spent one tenth as much in
promoting the prescription of peace as it did in preparing for war,
there would be no ware In two years the debts of the present war have
equaled the sum of the costs of all the wars of history and for five
hundred years to ocome the little children of the countries at war will
be born with the yoke of debt around their neck.”

In typical manner, Mr. Bryan renewed his pledge to total abstin=-
ence: "In all the tests since Daniel's time, water has proved better
than alcohol" was one assertion. Another was: "drink is a greater
bondage to the negro than was slavery." Again, "No brewer, no saloon-
keeper would ever write on a man's recommendation, 'and he drinks' if

he expected that man to obtain his job,"4%

42 State Journal, (Lansing, Michigan) August 4, 1916,

43 1pid.
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The next day, on August 4th, the State Journal in an observant

editorial entitled, "WJB" pointed out:

Lensing entertained and was enterteined by s most distinguished
guest on the occasion of the opening evening of the chautauqua.
Distinguished public men are not an absolute rarity and neither
are extinguished public men, but the whole country holds but
one man who has managed to remain distinguished throughout a
series of extinguishments such as falled to the heartbreaking
lot of W, Je. B!'yan.

One is forced to believe that WJB owes to chautauqua and lyceum
the continuence of his public favor. A past master of the art
of graceful expression--a skillful word painter, he has remained
a favorite of the lecture platform, no matter what his politiocal
vicissitudes. As he told his audience last night he has three
times in the last twenty years offered to surrender the lecture
platform for periods of four years but each time has been sent
back to the platform by a public which does not seem to care to
let go of a perfectly good chautaugqua speaker even to make a
president,

With the hold he has on the American public as a speaker, and
with the respectful hearing he is always assured, Mr. Bryan
could exert a most powerful influence in this country if he
could but divorce himself from his political history, or failing
in that could give any guarantee that he is out of politiocs for
the future, so that what he says, might not be suspected of be=-
ing said for political purpose.

A penetrating analysis of conditions in Lansing was made by Allen
D. Albert, president of the International Association of Rotary Clubs.

Mr. Albert, editor of the Minneapolis Tribune as well, was well re-

ceived and was widely quoted in the next issue (August 9th) of the

State Journal. The same day an editorial pointed out: "Mr. Albert's

expert inspection of Lansing under the microscope confirms what many
serious minded residents of the city are beginning to feel, that if
Lansing is to fulfill its present promise some logical plan of prepera-

tion for growth must be laid out, financed and carried out."
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The 1916 program also included a naturalist, Earnest Harold
Baynes, who made such an impression on his audience that at the con-
olusion of his lecture, a bird club was rm'med.44

Dr. E. T. Hagerman presented his inspirational lecture: "Develop
a personality. Your body is your house to live in. Make it as attrac=-
tive as you can but be sure there is something in the house."

Charles Stelzle, lecturing on "Church end the Man Outside" used a
questionnaire as an interlude to his address on the relations of the
church and the working man,

Although the program was stated by both ticket holders and commit-
teemen to be one of the best in chautauqua history, there was nothing
in the treasury after the expenses were met. Crowds remained about the
same and the torrid heat was held to be responsible for the lack of in-
crease in the crowd. However it was once more decided to hold a chau-
tauqua the next year and the Municipel Lyceum Committee, which was in
charge of the winter lyceum course conducted in the wvarious churches
in the winter, decided to place tickets on sale early in September.

While Lansing was unable to raise a guarantee, St. Johns and
Charlotte each s0ld nearly one thousand tickets for the coming season.45

We shall note this phenomenon more closely in the next chapter.

4 State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) August 5, 1916.

45 Ibid., August 12, 1916.




1817

The Redpath directors had met in April of 1917 and passed a resolu-
tion directed to President Wilson promising the use of chautauqua "to
promote petriotic influences" and "to inspire the people to greater
heights of loyalty." Many of the lectures in 1917 and 1918 were devoted
to that end.

President Wilson expressed his appreciation of the work the chau-
tauqua was doing in a letter to the International Lyceum Association
dated December 14, 1917:". . .the work that the chautauqua is doing has
not lost importance because of the war, but rather has gained new oppor-
tunities for service. . .let me express the hope. « .that the people
will not fail in the support of a patriotic institution that may be
said to be an integral part of the national defense. . "

In Lansing, Mayor Reutter appointed Reverend F. W. Corbett to the
Municipal Chautauqua Committee. Included on the committee were Super=-
intendent of Schools J. W. Sexton, James O'Conner, Reverend M. L. Fox,
Jo Arthur Pino and Homer Cappock.

The star attraction this year was the war lecture by Robert Bowman,
holder of the French "Cross of War" and a former volunteer with the
American Ambulance Corps in France. Bowman was advertized as telling
part of the inside story of the resignation of General Joffre. Lantern
Slides showed actual war scenes, inocluding a close up picture of the

bursting of a large caliber shell.46

6
State Journal (Lensing, Michigan) July 31, 1917.
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Dr. Martin D. Herdin of Chicago spoke on "America and the Vorld
of Tomorrow." He was bLilled as "A man looking for peace with a gun
in his hand." He said: "Germany must be thoroughly beaten and brought
to her senses. There can be no hope of world peace until this is
brought about,"t7

"Gatling Gun" Fogelman,48 knowm as the "Billy Sunday of business"
said: "A real salesman does not use words "buy" and "sell" in approach-
ing his customers; rather his enthusiasm for his product, his intense
knowledge of his customer's mental and physical characteristics, combined
with his own aebility are the marks of a successful salesman."

Others on the 1917 program included Jeanette Rankin, congresswoman
from Montana, Dr. George L. Mcliutt, "The Dinner Pail Maen," and "Fraulein
Marie Mayer, the "Nary liagdelene" of the Passion Pley at Oberannergau.

Another Gilbert and Sullivan light opera was presented, "The Mikedo."
Other musical offerings included Creatore's Band, the Bohemian Orchestra
and the Indian Princess Watahwaso.

An interesting addition to the Redpath offering in 1917 was the
introduction of community singinge. Strangely enough, it was an inci-
dent in Lansing which brought it about. During the previous season
Reverend Ray Hardy, one of Lansing's most enthusiastic chautauqua boos-
ters, had led the audience in singing during a heavy rain in which the

speaker could not be heards As a result, Redpath offered him a position

47 State Journal (Lansing, Michigen) August 2, 1917.

48 So called because his rate of speaking was about three hundred

words per minute.
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on the circuit as a commnity sing leader, and Reverend Hardy resizned

his East side pastorate to accept the offer.49

1018

The last chautauqua that Lansing was to have opened for its usual
seven day run on August 6the The tent was pitched on the Kalamazoo
street school grounds. This was the year of the "War Chautauqua"; and
as one of the programs said, it was "An exceptionally strong list of
speakers chosen with war conditions in mind to create and sustain
petriotic feeling."

The war speakers included James F. Pershing, brother of General
Pershing, speaking on "Backing Up the Boys," and Sir John Foster Fraser
with his authoritative lecture on "The Checkerboard of Europe." Captain
George F. Campbell, an English flying ace, told of his experience as
"A Soldier of the Sky."

Several of the old fevorites were also included. Lou Beauchamp
once more gave his inspirational talk, "The Sunny Side of Life." This
archetypical lecture was given the amazing total of seven thousand times
and Beauchamp never needed to write another. Dr. Frank W. Gunsaulus,
often called "The World's Grsatest Preacher" was back again to speak
about "America and the World War.,"

A great deal of music was also on the program., Highlighting the
musical side was a production of "The Chocolate Soldier" and the appear-

ance of Miss Margery Maxwell, soprano of the Chicago Grand Opera.

49 State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) July 28, 1917. (See pages 41 and

46.)
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A musical variety show was also presenteds. Entitled "Dunbar's
Revue", it consisted of a travesty on "The Mikado", a minstrel program,
a succession of novelties, a group of songs entitled "Melody Land"
and two numbers in which local people participated,‘one entitled "Parade
of the Allies" and the other "Spirit of Joan of Arc.” Such a review,
although probably highly entertaining, would have been seversly frowned
upon by chautauqua audiences of an earlier day.

Other talent included Mrs. Christine Frederick, with her lecture
on patriotic service through efficiency in the home, and Frank Mulholland
speaking on "Business and the War." Miss Clarrisa Harold told about
"The Man Who Stayed at Home" which was & story "based on the insidious
intrigue of Germany's spy system."
The program wes well recelved, as it had been in other places,so
but the structure was Beginning to weaken. One of the most crippling

blows chautauqua was to receive was the addition of the war amusement

tax of ten percent. Said the State Jourmal on August 5th: "A govern-

ment war tax will be collected on all chautauqua season tickets this
yeare. This tax must be paid once and fo; all before the ticket is used
for the first time. The tax is 25¢ on adult season tickets and 13¢ on
children's season tickets. The tax is collected by the government and
in no way benefits either Redpath or the local chautauqua committee."
The idea of chautaugua being labeled as amusement rather than as

culture or knowledge was a new conception to many towns and they began,

0
5 In Kalamazoo the program was so well received that 1,022 seats were

added in the enclosure. State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) August
5, 1918,







as we shall see, to look upon chautauqua in a different light.
At the end of the week when the question of ticket pledges came
up, the guarantees were not signed so readily as had been hoped, and

the State Journal wrote on August l4th: "It res not been decided

whether or not there were enough of them (guarantors) to guarantee ex-
penses for a return next season.”

Apparently there were not enough, for the era of the chautauqua
in Lansing was over and, while the program went on in Michigan for many

years, the big brown tents never again returned to the capitol city.

«=55=



CHAPTER IV

THE CHAUTAUQUA IN SMALLER COMMUNITIES




CHAPTER IV
THE CHAUTAUQUA IN SMALLER COM:UNITIES

The chautauqua really belonged to the villages and towns of rural
America, Noffeinger reports that a check of 1,430 places having chau=-
tauquas showed thet twenty five percent were villages of 750 population
or less, fifty percent were villages of 1,750 or less, seventy five per-
cent were towns and villages of 6,000 or less.l Oftentimes a smaller
comnunity would carry the same program as a city and pay the same guar-
antee--and with much greater success. Charlotte, for example, ran
the same seven day Redpath program as did Lansing, although a commumity
only one tenth the size. Charlotte never had the financial difficulties
that Lansing had, and while Lansing's last chautauqua was in 1918, Char-
lotte continued to have programs until 1928.2

One may concluds that the chautaugqua was essentially a small tom
institution--and as such, its program and character reflected the inter-
ests of rural America.

In the vicinity of Lensing, Michigan there were a number of towns
and villages whioh had chautauquas. Two commmities, Masom and Stock=-
bridge, are studied in this paper in closer detail as representative of
the town and viliage chautauqua. Many others are reported briefly as a

comparative study.

1 John S. Noffsinger, Correspondence Schools, Lyceums and Chautauquas.
(The MacMillan Company, New York, 1926 ) p. 126.

2 Redpath Bureau files (Chicago)s In 1919, when Lansing was no longer
on the circult, Charlotte guaranteed the Redpath Buresu $1925 in sea-
son tickets to bring the program back in 1920, This was an increase
of two hundred season tickets over last years pledge of 525 tickets.
This enthusiastic approval was not dempened, apparently, by a rise in
the cost of the tickets,
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The Chautauqua in Mason

Mason, Michigan, was founded in 1838, incorporated as a village
in 1865 and by 1914 was a bustling town of about 1,800, It had,
according to a 1915 newspaper account, an excellent water system,
municipal electric lighting plant, Bell and Citizen phones, two strong
banks, two weekly newspapers, an opsra house and two good hotels.s

Mason held its first chautauqua in August of 1914, when it brought
the Lincoln circuit to town for a seven day program. The pattern of
chautaugua in Mason, as we shall see, was an enthusiastic beginning
followed by a fluctuating reception in the years following. The loocal
board of directors in Mason, under the leadership of F. E. Densmore,
put on an active campaign to sell one thousand tickets. The tickets
were $1.50 for adults and one dollar for children from eight to fifteen
years of ages The advance man for Lincoln, Benjamin Bull, helped make
plans for a booster trip to surrounding towns and twenty-two automo-
biles loaded with nearly 100 Mason boosters made a tour of Aurelius,
Eden, Leslie, Fitchburg, Stockbridge, Millville, Dansville, Williamston,

Pine Leke and Okemos. Said the Ingham County Democrat, "We cannot do
4

enough of this friendly visiting between towns."
The Lincoln bureau was different from a number of others in that
it had no business affiliations with any other bureau or system. Its

advertising in the Lyceum Magazine, June, 1914, lists its territory as

3 State Journal, (Lansing, Michigan) June 30, 1915.

4 July 22, 1914.



including Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvenia, West Virginia,
and Maryland. By its ninth season, 1914, it had operated 896 chautau-
quas.5

Mayor Bregman opened the exercises by introducing Superintendent
Southwell of the Lincoln system, who outlined the program and introduced
the talent for the day.

One of the outstanding events was the appearance of Governor Xalcolm

R. Patterson of Tennessee speaking on, "Why I Changed Front on My Coun-

try's Greatest Question."

Reported the Ingham County Democrat om August 12, 1914,

The speaker in a lucid and convincing manner showed why he had
forsaken the wet or wrong side of the liquor gquestion and was

a pronounced advocate of local option, finally coming out for
absolute prohibition because he thought it right for the better-
ment of mankind and the country. He proclaimed that the sale
or manufacture of liquor never had done and never could do any
goode That it was not a question of state rights and personal
liberty but a question for the government to deal with and a
question that until the government did take hold of and settle
never could be settled rights He was given close attention and
frequent applause. Governor Patterson was district attorney

six years, congressman six years and governor of his state
twice.

William Lloyd Davis of the University of Wisconsin showed a versa-
tile abllity by presenting in the afternoon a Kipling recital and in the

evening a lecture on "The Soul of the Commumity."

5 One explanation of why the Lincoln system may have had no business
affiliations is given by Gay Maclaren. Miss Maclaren states: "“The
Lincoln. . .was an out and propagande enterprise, organized to
promote the cause of prohibition. It failed, while the chautauqua
movement wes at its peak of prosperity." From Morally We Roll Along
Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1938, p. 223.
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These lectures on community betterment seemed to fare better in
the cities.s The Democrat reported:

Mr, Davis liked our town generally, but told us some of the

things we needed, like a complete change in our school system,

a public sewer system, commnity library, etce Some of his

ideas are impracticable, in our judgement at the present time;

they may come in the future, but we are not ready for them at

present, will not be until there is a radical change in the

oommunity.7

Other lectures on the 1914 program included Doctor Frank Brainard
of California with his stereoptican lecture on the Panama Canal and the
Panama Exposition, and Belle Kearney, speaking for women's suffrage in
a lecture entitled, "The American Woman of Tomorrow." The Democrat
reported: "Her lecture was very instructive and one good thing about
it, she had an excellent voice that could be heard in all parts of the
t‘nt.”e

Congressman Fred S. Jackson of Kansas lectured on "You, I and
Uncle Sam" and "#hat Makes Kansas?" Doctor George LaMonte Cole gave a
stereoptican lecture, "Before You, What?" which, strangely emough, was
a desoriptive account of the cliff dwellers of the Southwest.

Music on the Lincoln cirocuit inocluded the Royal Black Hussar Band,

an eighteen piece organization typical of similar groups which for many

Sometimes these lectures must have been inappropriate. In Stock-
bridge, a pleasant little village of large green lawns and roomy,
0old fashioned porches, an old-time resident, interviewed by the
author, recalled with an amsed chuckle the lecturer who earnestly
told Stockbridge residents that what they really needed was a
"ohildren's playground.”

7
August 12, 1914,

8 Ingham County Democrat, August 12, 1914,
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years formed the musical background of chautauqua. Gay Maclaren re-
ports there was always a supply of White Hussars which could be sent
out on a moment's notice in groups of from eight to twenty-five. Saild
Miss Maclaren:

The program for a hussar concert was always the same, from the

opening rendition of "The Boys of the 01d Brigade" to the last

"0 Say Can You See" played by the entire band.

Eventually there were so many companies sent out that disputes

began to arise. « .finally some of the Hussars changed their

trousers and became Black Hussars. Others became the Imperial

Grenadiers and still others, the Royal Dra oons. But whatever

kind of regiment they were, they all sang "The Boys of the

Last Brigade."®

Also presented this year was the opers "Bohemian Girl" by the
National Grand Opera Companye.

The vast moral gulf between the chautauqua end the itinerant medi-
cine show is illustrated in the following account taken from the Ingham

County Democrat for August 12ths

Wyoming Bill's Wild West show, which was here last Friday, came
with advance reports of gambling. It is reported that the
manipulation of the shell game caught some of our peoplee « «

We will venture the assertion that not one of the people who
lost their money at the game could have been induced to purchase
a $1.50 season ticket to the chautauqua.

On August 12th, the first chautaugua was over and the Democrat re-
ported:

Mason's first chautauqua will close this evening and it goes
without saying that it has been a success in every particular.
Those who have not been in attendance have been the losers very
materially. There has been given a first class program of
music, lectures and other entertainmment that has been wholesome-
ly refreshing and pleasing. The officers and committees have

9 IR
Gay Maclaren., op. cit., p. 227.
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worked strenuously and cheerfully to carry the project to a
successful ending and now announce to the good people of
Mason and vicinity that there will be another program next
year. « .People of kason and surrounding country are advanced
in intelligence and have the proper spirit for such worthy
enterprises and we all know that all are willing to aid., .

Other communities reported successful chautauquas. The little
village of Portland reported: "An idea of the hold which the chautau-
qua idea has secured in Portland is seen in the action of local resi-
dents in pledging five hundred tickets for next year's chautauqua in
exactly fourteen minutes "0

Other Lincoln chautéuquas, having the same program as lkason, were
reported in Eaton Rapids and Grand Ledge. A four deay chautauqua was
held in Perry, a five day program in Leslie and a seven day Redpath

chautauqua in Charlotte.ll

19156

The Lincoln system put on its second six day chautauqua in August
of 1915, A new feature of the Mason chautauqua was the addition of the
Junior Chautauqua, conducted by a playground expert, in which training
was given the children in sports, folk dancing, games, and story tell=-
ing.

The Junior Chautauqua, which became a popular part of nearly all

circuits, grew from the simple need of taking care of the children while

° State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) August 24, 1914.
11

State Journal (lensing, Michigan) August lst to 24th, 1914. An
unusual procedure occured in Owosso whén the Central Chautauqua
Bureau brought a four day chautauqua to town without a quarantee
and as a result lost six hundred dollars. Once was enough, ap=-
parently, for the bureau refused to come back unless five hundred
dollars in season tickets were pledged. (August 20, 1914).
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the parents attended the meetings. However, as children's programs de-
veloped, the junior group was given a place of its own on the adult
program with the result that the hitherto most recalcitrant parents
turned out in great numbers to ses their children put on pageants and
plays on the chautauqua platform.

Say Victoria and Robert Case:

"+ o otoday's supervised playgrounds, youth training centers,

cormunity pageants end nationwide interest in juvenile delin-

quency were rooted to a large extent in the enormously wide-

spread chautauqua influence. The ground work was laid in

chautauqua for movies for children, newspaper organization of

children's clubs, Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls and other groups,

Junior orchestras, summer camps and & host of activities of a

similar nature.l?

lire Carl Backman, present Vestern manager of Redpath and a chautau-
qua official for many years, and his wife, the former Gay Maclaren,
agree that ome of the strongest influences in keeping the chautauque
going after the war was the influence of the children. These young
people, nurtured by a whole generation of "chautauqua weeks" persusded
their doubtful parents of the good the chautauqua was doing and prolonged
its life history, in some cases, for nearly a decade.l3

The children in Mason in 1915 put on a pageant, "The Festival of
Nations." This play represented the coming together in America of all
nationalities and the contributions each made to our recreative life
with the final scene depicting the amalgamation of these races and their

customs into one great people.l4

2 Victoria and Robert Case, e Called it Culture (New York: Doubleday
and Compeny, 1948) p. 149.

13 Information gained from personal interview with Carl Bgckmen.
14

Ingham County Democrat (4ason, Michigan) August 11, 1914.
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Another popular children's pageant was "Good Fairy Thrift" pre-
sented on nearly all Redpath cirouits several seasons later. The Ingham
County News on August 2nd deseribed it:

e ¢ oIt was a very good play in three scenes with lots of music,
songs, dancing and drills. Many guests among whom were George
Washington, kartha Washington, good fairies were invited to the
christening of America. Good Fairy Thrift was overlooked and
not invited, making her very jealous and angry. For vengance

she sent her stepsister Wastefulness to attend, who gave an omen
that young America would be wasteful; have beauty, fertility,
strength and wealth but waste them all...This made all very ex-
cited, but scene Two showed that Wastefulnees's words were coming
true, nothing being saved at all.

Scene Three found Wastefulness overpowering Fairy Thrift who was

crowned Queen of the.Fairies. In the finale of the projeect, all

of the children sand the "Star Spangled Banner."

Said the News succintly: "This taught a good lesson which would be
well for the boys and girls to take to heart."

Lecturers on the 1915 program included Colonel Ge A. Gearhart who
gave two lecturers. Said the Democrat:

We did not hear Colonel Gearhart in the afternoon but his even-

ing lecture was deep and scholarly. He appealed to the young

to get an education, to be honest and manly, respect womenhood,

avoid liquor and tobacco and be saving, not miserly. He had a

good yoice and clear enunciation and you could understand every

worde.

This description fits in well with his bureau's delineation of him

in the Lyceum Magazine for July, 1914: "Each lecture is designed to bs

morally and intellectually strong, popular, up-to-the-minute; to have
logical construction, pure English and choice diction and as such has

received the commendation of many educators."

15
Ingham County Democrat (lason, iiichigan) August 25, 1915.




Ex-senator William E. llason of Illinois spoke on "Presidents I
have Known." This lecture had been scheduled in Mason last year but
the Senator had to cancel it because of illness. In spite of rainy
weather, large crowds turned out for the event.le

Senator Mason discussed personal experiences with presidents and
public men. According to the Democrat for August 26th, he paid a fine
tribute to President Wilson in his efforts to keep us out of war. The
speaker scored William Jennings Bryan for resigning from the cabinet
at this oritical time.

"fle wish every imperialist in the country could have heard the
senator's remarks on the Philippines question," continued the article,
"It would be no discredit to our country to haul down the stars end
stripes from the islands. We agreed to do this with Cuba and the
Philippines and have only half kept our promise."

Harold Martin Kramer, whose lecturing according to the Lyceum
Magazine for July 1914, "aims to lead audiences away from gloom to light"
in his Mason lecture "dwelt on the brotherhood of man and how we should
help and encourage those in trouble. He flayed the gossipers and put
in some good words for equal suffrage."

A pseudo-scientific lecture was also on the progrem this year.
Reno B. Weldoun explained many experiments with electricity, light,
shadow, and sound. Mr. Weldoun, for example, welded two pieces of iron

together with a fire started with an icicle for a match.

Ingham County Democrat (“ason, Michigan) August 25, 1915,




Honorable J. K. Codding, ex-warden and warden-to-be of Leavenworth,
talked about prison life. "On one thing," said the Democrat, "he was
very emphatic. That was that most of tﬁe prisoners were cigaret smokers
or dope fiends."t7

The Lincoln system also had its share of music and drema. The
Arden Drama Players presented "The Taming of the Shrew" and the Royal
Welsh Ladies Choir gave a concert.

Between numbers of the Sundey program, the Superintendent brought
up the cver-present question of pledges for next year. The Lincoln bur-
eau announced an increase to two dollars in the cost of a season ticket
and called for pledges. Almost no one respondede By the following day
about half of the previous year's total of 523 season ticket pledges
were obtained. Said the Democrat in its usual chatty manner: "The mat-
ter is now in the hands of the committee but as less than half of the
required tickets were pledged it does not look like a chautauqua for
1916, unless the Lincoln people get off their high horu.”18

Apparently the Lincoln system did not relent as to its prices, for
there was no chautauqua in Mason in 15916,

Other towns in the vicinity were faring better. Charlotte had no

trouble pledging eight hundred tickets for a return of the seven day

17
18

Ingham County Democrat (Mason, Michigan) August 25, 1915.

The Ingham County Democrat, which ceased publicetion this same year
was an informal rewspaper both in writing and spelling. Its unortho-
dox style while journalisticaly questionable, gives an interesting
picture of Mason during these days. It must be realized, however,

that such an individualistic newspaper might also have been informal in

its gathering and interpretation of the facts.
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Redpath circuit, and Grand Ledge and St. Johns were able to guerantee

six hundred tickets each.lg

1017
After an interval of one year, about thirty-five business memn of
Mason decided they wanted another chautauqua and oontacf;ed a Coit=-Alber
oircuit to put on a five day program in Mason beginning on July 26th.
Coit-Alber, a member of the Affiliated Lyceum Bureaus,zo was wel-
comed to Mason with a front page story which, once more, emphasized

the moral tone of chautauqua. Said the Ingham County News on July 18th:

The chautauqua is an American institution that is a benefit to
and for the entertainment of everyone. All live cities regard
them as an institution and the smell price of season tickets
as a blg dividend-peying investment. Through this medium only
can the best talent in the country be brought to the small
city, and the fact that each enterteimment is high class and
wholesome makes it one of the few places where a whole family
can spend an hour of profit and pleasure without a chance of
questionable features.

The chautauqua opened on Thursday with a concert by the Florentine
Musiclans and a lecture by Colonel William H, Miller of Spokane, Wash-
ington, who lectured on "It isn't Your Town, It's You." On Fridey the

Metropolitan Male Quartette preceded a lecture by Dr. Yuteka Minakuchi,

19 The State Journal (lansing, Michigen) August 1ll-16.

20 The affiliated Lyceum Bureau was an example of how smaller circuits

banded together for better exchange of talemt and mutual economies.
It included the Coit Lyceum Bureau of Cleveland; White Entertaine
ment of Boston; Mutual Lyceum Bureau of Chicago; Alkahest Lyceum
System of Atlanta; Dixie Lyceum Bureau of Dellas; Ellison-White Ly-
coum of Bolse-Portland; and the Coit-Alber Chautauquas of Cleveland.
Coit-Alber had two circuits: a five day and a seven day operating
in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Michigan. Lyceum Magezine,

July 1817.




a Japenese orator who "presented some unusual ideas in regard to the
so-called Japanese peor:l.l."21 On Saturday the New York City Marine
Band played & concert and Senator Harold C. Kessinger, of Illinois

spoke on "Americe First." Said the Ingham County News: "In a very

brilliant manner he showed how it wes up to the people to win the war.
He strongly censored the corporations and the manufacturers that are
becoming such through child labor. He showed how by working the child-
ren so hard would rob the country of their aid when needed."2?
"Sunday's Program," said the same paper om July 26th, "is subject
to change and the public is assured that nothing will be presented that
is out of harmony with the sacred nature of the day." The Sunday pro-
gram included the Gullotta Trio and a vocalist. One of the rules that
was never broken on chautauqua was that nothing was ever presented that
could be considered out of keeping with the moral standards of the

small tmm.23 Someone on the program that Sunday must have been a bit

careless for the Ingham County News reported: "Some people took except-

ion to some of the humorous songs by Mrse. Dickey believing they were

not in harmony with the sacred character of the day as was advertized.”

21 Ingham County News (Nascn, Michigan) July 19, 1517.

22 Ibid., July 19, 1917,

23 Official sanction for this attitude was given by the adaptation of

a united contract by the Chautauqua Managers Association stipulat-
ing that, "a lecturer's contract could be broken at the manager's
will if the lecturer "conduots himself improperly” i.e., 'in viola-
tion of agricultural mores.' "As reported by Gregory Mason, "Chau-
taugua, its Technique" American Mercury 1:274-280, March, 1924,
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Governor George W. Clarke of Iowa lectured on "ldeals of Public
Duty"” on Monday. He appealed to America to realize that Germany had
been steadily winning and only the most united and sustained effort omn
the part of the United States could turn the tide in favor of the Allies.’?

There was some dissatisfaction in Mason at the close of the program.

Several of the numbers were considered weak and said the Ingham County

News on August 2nd, "coupled with the hot weather had a tendenoy to dis-
courage many from attendsnce, and as a result the feeling, to say the
least, lukewarm toward a chautauqua in 1918." The newspaper expressed
alarm at this attitude towards chautauqua and suggested the commmity
investigate other bureaus in order to obtain a stronger program.

In other communities near by, chautauqua was faring better. In
Owosso, which had a Coit-Alber program, the crowds were so large they

filled the street outside. The State Journal reported on July 26th:

"The orowd seemed almost umanimous in favoring the return to Coit-Alber
next year,"

Lansing, Charlotte and St. Jolms reported Redpath seven day cir-
cuits, Williamston reported a five day Redpath program and Portland re-

ported a Commmity Chawtauqua?d beginning on August 30th.2®

24 Ingham County News (Mason, Michigan) August 2, 1917.

25 Commmity, along with Redpath and Swartimors, became the Ybig three'

in the 1920's when many of the smaller and less efficiently organ-
ized circuits had to sell out.

26 State Journsl (Lensing, Michigan) July 5th - August 30th, 1917,




1919

In 1919, after an absence of one year, the chautauqua returned
to Mason, this time with a five day Redpath program held from August
9th to August 1l4th.

Only one lecture of the purely inspiratiomal type appeeared on the
program this year, This was Dooctor E. T. Hagerman with his message,
"The Man With One Window". Other lectures were informational in nature
such as that of O. E. Behymer on "The Romance of Business," and Doctor
Stephen A. Lloyd on "Child Welfare and Home.Env’lronment." Several
warmed-over wer lectures were also presented. Elwood T. Bailey spoke
on "America's Today Gleaned from Yesterday's 'Over There'"™ and Miss
Stella Fuller, a Red Cross nurse, spoke on "The America of Tomorrow."

Music included the Dunbar Male Quartet, the Lombard singers and
entertainers, Miss Henrietta Conrad, New York dramatic soprano; and
the Steely Concert Company.

Probably the most successful play ever given on the chautauqua
circuits, "It Pays to Advertize," was presented in Mason this &aar and
was, a8 it always seemed to be, one of the most successful numbers.
Every seat in the tent was taken and a row of seats put around the tent
besides.

"It Pays to Advertise" featured e company of eight people and, ao-
cording to Gay Maclaren, was first produced by William Keighley.z"

Later on, Keighley produced for the circuits "Smilin' Through,"

27 Gay MacLaren, op. cit., p. 138, Keighley was later to becoms a

director for Warner Brothers and produced such famous pictures as
Green Pastures,
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"Nothing But The Truth," "Cappy Ricks," and Drinkwater's "Abraham
Lincoln,"

A larger ticket sale than any previously held chautauqua resulted
in a total of $931.00. This gave.the committee, for the first time, a
good margin over the amount guaranteed.

Only a few chautauques were reported in the State Journal for 1919,

Portland held a five dey program from August 21st to August 25th and
Charlotte had its usual successful season, Eaton Rapids also reported

a chautauqua although rain kept the attendance to a minimum.

1921

One last attempt was made to bring the chautaugua back to Mason,
In 1921 the Browne-Cavenaugh Post of the American Legion brought a
three day Radcliffe program to towne. No longer, however, was it the

big week for the community. On the front page 6f the Ingham County News

for August 11, 1921 appears the heading: 'BIG CARNIVAL COMES HERE THIS
MONTH' while at the bottom of the page is the cryptic announcement:
YRadeliff Chautauqua Opens,.'

The chautauqua featured an operatic trio and an address by John
J. Tigest on "Value of the Individual" and "American Political Ideals".
On the second day, the Kuehy concert company #ppeared and the chautauqua
director talked on "A community program" and in the evening on "America's
Social Ideal"., Playground supervision was under the direction of Miss
Marian F. Harvey. On the third day the Simpson sisters furnished the
preludes while William E., Stinson lectured on "How to Put the Program

into Effect" and "America's Industrial Ideals."
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In spite of rather umusual ticket arrangements which provided the
option of using the ticket up in one aftternoon or allowing one person
to see the six entertainments, there was not very much interest.

Crowds were smallland the backers lost considerable money. This was
the last attempt--the chautauqua was finished in Mason.

In other communities there was much more interest this year. Red-
path brought their big seven day progrem to Eaton Rapids, Charlotte, and
Alma. Traverse-Newton, a three day affair, performed in Williamston,
Laingsburg, Brighton, and Dewitt. Community Chautauque signed up
Portland, Howell, and Fowlerville. On Community this year, Lloyd C.
Douglas, described as a "minister, a writer, an orator of much telent"
spoke on "Personality" in the afternoon and on an unDouglas-like topic

in the evening, "Life a Business Propos:ltion."28

In Howell the tent
did not arrive and the program was held the first day in the high school.

Attendance, reported the State Journal on August 9th, taxed the seating

capacity at every performance. In Brighton, "Cappy Ricks" was declared
to be "the best entertainment of the course."Z9

Dewitt, bringing its first chautauqua to town, ran into trouble
when rain flooded the grounds and the Traverse-Newton circuit was forced
to hold their programs in Woormen Hall. Nothing daunted, the community
enthusiastically pledged enough tickeés for a return engagement in 1922,
In Alme, always a good chautauqua town, one hundred ticket sellers made

things easy.so

28 state Journal (Lansing, Michigan) August 6, 1921,
2

% Ibid., July 20, 1921.

%0 Ibid., July 2 - August 20, 1921.
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The Chautaugua in Stockbridge

The little village of Stockbridge, Michigan, located about thirty
five miles to the southeast of Lansing, presents an example of the
chautauqua as it appeared in a small village. Only a village of eight
hundred, Stockbridge supported a chautauqua from 1914 until 1923;31

In 1915, for example, the Stockbridge cheutauque was scheduled
from July 31lst to August 4th. For six weeks preceding the event, the
Stockbridge Brief--Sun, the commmnity weekly, ran banner headlines announc-
ing the evente. The stores advertised "chautauqua suits" and"chautauqua
specials" and interest in the event was high. Season tickets for the
1915 program were $1.50, oconsiderably under Lansing's $2.50 for the
same year but the same price as Mason's program. Single tickets were
twenty five cents in the afternoon and thirty five cents in the evening
except on "Band Day" (August 4th) when the afternoon price jumped ten
cents and the evening ticket cost fifty cents.

The tent and company arrived in a pouring rain on July 31st, and
the tent crews were thoroughly soaked as they put up the big canvas.32

The program opened on Saturday afternoon with & prelude concert
by Montanelli's Vemetien Quartette followed by a lecture by George H.

Spencer entitled "Dreamers and Schemers" In the evening another half

51 Files of the Stockbridge Brief-Sum.

52 The 1915 season was one of the rainest in chautauqua history and
the continuous inclement weather forced a number of the smaller
circuits to close down. (Information from personal interview
with Miss A. M, Weiskoff, then an official with the Dunbar cir-
cuit and now office menager for Redpath's Chicago office.)
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hour entertainment was presented by the quartette and Spencer talked
again, this time on "Preparedness for Peace."

The second day wes Sunday and, as was common on &ll Sunday chau-
tauguas, the afternoon program was opened with a prayer by Reverend
Stephens and the evening program was similarly introduced by Reverend
Adeire. The preludes were given by Frederick M. Marsten's musical en-
tertainers. lrs. Damarchus Brown lectured both afternoon and evening.
In the afternoon, her subject was "Her Long Road" while in the evening
it was "Modern Life and Literature." Ray Newton, a megician, also en=-
tertained with feats of magic.

On the third day the Winifred Townsend Concert Company gave & con-
cert in the afternoon and a prelude at night. Congressman M. Clyde
Kelley, congressman from Pennsylvenia, spoke on "lkachine Madé Legisla=-
tion."

The Kilties Band provided the musical entertainment on the fourth
day giving & prelude in the aftermoon to Doctor E. G. Shouse's lecture
on the "Humor and Philosophy of Habit" and a grand concert in the even-
ing. Miss Jean Campbell was the Soprano soloiste.

On the last day, the Stratford Opera Company presented the musical
portion of the program while Fred Eastman gave the lectures. Mr. East-
man's titles are indicative: "Taking Stock of the 01d Town" and
"Waking Up the Village".

The evening program is interesting because it represents the sort
of programming which lecturers were forced to accepte The first part

of the evening program was a concert of popular numbers. This was
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followed by Mr. Eastman's lecture and after the lecture, the opera
company presented selections from "The Mikado." Thus the lecture was
presented between two musical selections. While music after the lec-
ture was not so common, it was nearly inevitable beforehand. Nearly
every lecture was preceded by some sort of prelude, if not musiec,
usually lighter entertainment. Thus the mood of the audience was
usually not conducive to serious thinking or listening and it present-
ed a double challenge to the lecturer to "hold his audience"--the test
of any chautauqua lecturer.

At the close of the program five hundred tickets were pledged for
the return of the chautauqua, It is revealing to compare the ticket

pledges of various sized towns in the viocinity. In 1915, for instance,

we find the following:33
tom ) size pledges
Stockbridge 800 500
Grend Ledge 3,000 600
Charlotte 5,000 800
St. Johns 3,900 600
Lansing - 44,000 less than 700

It would seem, then, that the size of the community was a factor
in the success of the chautaugua financially and that the smaller com-
muities, with their lack of other competing activities, were better

able to support vigorously the chautauqua progrem,

33 Brief sun (Stockbridge, Michigan) August 5, 1915,

State Journel (Lensing, Michigan) July 16th, August llth, August
15th, August 18th, 1915,




The next year the Ladies Welfare Club of Stockbridge handled the
ticket sales and the five day program was, according to the Brief-Sun
for September 7, 1916, "A very attractive and well balanced program."
Inspirational lectures inoiuded Doctor L. E. Follansbee speaking on
"Genius and Gumption" "which we believe," said the Brief-Sun on Septem-
ber Tth, "was the best lecture ever given in the village. What boy or
girl, man or woman can't think on the inspiration, the big-hearted
pleasant-voiced and eloquent speaker gave us during our hour talk?!"

Other lecturers included Hans P. Freece speaking om the "Inside

of Mormonism" 34

and Benton C. Crowl's "Get There and Stay There."
The honorable George E. Gorman spoke on "Patriotism and Pork" and
Bryon C. Piatt lectured on "Inside the Lew,"

Music was furnished by a number of groups, including the Chicago
Orchestral Quintet, the Theresse Sheehan Concert Company, Angelo Vitale
and his Concert Band and the Swiss Alpine Yodlers.

Once more the program was successful and the guarantee of $750.00
was made.

By 1922, the chauteugua had been reduced to a three day program
in Stockbridge but was still being held successfully. The 1922 chau=-

tauqua was a free one--the expenses being borne by sixty or seventy

local citizens. "The Chautauqua,” said the Brief-Sun in explaining the

34 Such a subject is reminiscent of the early days of the Lyceum.

James B, Pond made the Lyceum famous when he brought to the lecture
platform Ann Eliza, the nineteenth wife of Brigham Young, with her
story of Mormon life. Upton Close, "The Lecture Business,"
Saturday Review of Literature, 21:15, January 13, 1940,




reason for the free program, "is not a money making scheme--never was
and never will be. But a strictly educational proposition."35

Once again, the three act play, "It Pays to Advertise" was pre-
sented and a crowd estinated at between one thousand and 1500 were pres-
ent. A large crowd unable to get into the tent waited ou't:sicle.36

Oe D. McKeever gave his lecture, "Sunny Side of Life" for approxi-
mately the nine hundredth time. McKeever had been an inspirational
lecturer for twenty years and reporte:dly had been heard by about two
million peoplo.37

Other lectures included T. F. Paris speaking on "Selling at Par"
and "Community Welfare" and two lectures by W. D. Cormell, "Battle of
the Intellect" and "Buried Alive."

The music was furnished by the Waverly Girls Cancert and the
LaSalle Bell Ringers Quartette.

On the third night, one hundred people stepped forward and signed
the contract assuring the community a chautauqua in 1923, the t;nt was
taken down and sent to Camden, and the community settled back once more
into its accustamed ways.

In 1923, the chautauqua returned to Stockbridge for the last time.
The Traverse-Newton Company presented a three day program August 6th,

Tth, and 8ths The only lectureron the program was V. G. Lacy who spoke

35 Brief-sun (Stockbridge, Michigan) August 3, 1922.

36 Brief-Sun (Stockbridge, Michigan) August 17, 1922,

87 Information from special pamphlet published as part of the Brief-
Sun during August 1922.
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on "Making the Dream Come True" and "A World in Trouble." Josh Lee,
the humorist, presented "Sense and Nonsense"; and Ash Davis, the car-
toonist, gave a lecture-recital.s The Landis Concert Band and the
Herrod Jubilee Singers furnished the music. As was typical of the post-
war chautauqua, the play wes the thing and this year it was "A Pair of
Sixes" in three acts.

The last mention of Chautauqua we have is an article in the Brief=-
Sun for August 9, 1923: "From opinions expressed by those attending
the entertainment, they are considerably better than last year. Sever=~
al have inquired whether the village will have a chautauqua next year

but no canvass has yet been taken and it is impossible to say."
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CHAPTER V
IN RETROSPECT

This was chautauquae. In "looking back" in this chapter we shall
note certain trends in the movement, its size, the evolution of the
chautaugqua lecture and the chautauqua program. We can, perhaps, note
somg of the contributions of chautaugua and some of the reasons for its
decline. We can conclude that as it appeared in Lensing, Mason and
Stockbridge, so it appeared in thousands of other towns and, as with
the towns reported here, its reception, influence and life history were
different in each commumity.

Its size was tremendous. At the close of the war, the Bureau of
Statistical Research made a study of attendance at chautauqua and re-
ported 4,347 chautauques were held in 1918; 6,552 in 1919; and 8,581
in 1920, In all, 511 lecturers were used; 46,368 lectures were deliv-
ered and 5,757 persons were employed in 1920, There was an aggregate
attendance of 35,497,550,

Chautauquas were held in each of the states, lIowa holding the
greatest number (436) and Alebama the least (four). At the time of the
survey, in 1921, there were more than thirty chautauquas operating more
than one hundred circuits or furnishing talent for independent chautau-

quas 02

1 Roy Becker Tozier, "The American Chautauqua, A Study of a Social
Institution," (Unpublished Doctor's thesis, the State University
of Iowa, Iowa City, 1932) pp. 64-65.

2 Loce cite
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The Chautaugua Lecturer

The evolution of the chautauqua lecturer provides us with an in-
dication of the development and decline of the chautauqua movement.
At first, the lectures were inspirational in nature. This type, known
as the "Mother-Home-Heaven" lecture, was by far the most popular. Noff-
singer reports that an analysis of three thousand lectures revealed that
fifty three percent belonged to this catagory.3

Keith Vawter pointed out that the Mother-Home-Heaven lecture was
popular in all states but that Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska were
perhaps the most receptive.4

The New Republic on June 9, 1924 defined the iother-Home-Heaven

lecture as "A coupled-up series of platitudes about the desirability of
truth and virtue given in an earnest, simple style and with a touch of
sentiment whenever possible."

Whatever it was, the inspirational lecture was the great favorite
of Michigan audiences. Some of the titles are indicative: "If I Could
Live Life Over," "The Man Worth While," "Sour Grapes,” "He Who Thinks
He Can".

It is easy to make fun of the inspirational type lecture and hard
to be kind to it. But no other type of speaking achieved nearly its
support or extent. Perhaps the goal of all such lectures was Russell

He Conwell's "Aores of Diamonds". Men heard it and thirty five years

3
As reported by Edward C. Lindeman, "After Lyceum and Chautauqua,
What?" Bookman 65:246, May, 1927.
4 F. C. Kelley, "What 20,000,000 people Like to Hear," American
87:32-33, June, 1919,
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later took their children to hear ite. Delivered six thousand times,
Conwell used the proceeds to build the largest church in America as
well as Temple University, which enrolled then over ten thousand
students.s

Keith Vawter pointed out that managers considered three phases of
each lecture. First, the interest that people have in the subject it-
selfs Second, the way the speeker “gets it across", which includes
his delivery and the general impression made by his personality.
Finally, there is the after affect--some of the speakers could bring
the audience to their feet but the next day few would be able to remem-
ber anything. Others may not make a good first impression but their
remarks would be quoted all the following w'i.nter.6

The first class of speakers were kmown as twenty four hour men
because their impression endured only twenty four hours. Vawter classi-
fied Bryan as a twenty four hour man because he spoke in broad generali-
ties rather than specific points which could be more easily remembered.

Each lecture was carefully reported on by a daily tabulation. The
gscore sheet rated each lecture on how it impresaed the audience--whet-

her the people resented it, tolerated it, or liked 33.7

Second in importance was the "informational" lecture which gained

its greatest impetus during and after the first World War. During the

5 We Co Crosby, "Acres of Diamonds," American Mercury 12:104, May,

1927.

F. C. Kelley, _020 cit.' Pe 334

7 Loce. cite.



war the chautauqua was a sounding board for the influencing of public
opinion and, aside from the patriotic appeals, audiences were given
practical advice on everythlng from the conservation of food to the
proper use of cosmetics. Informational lectures included such widely
separated topics as discussions on current events, illustrated travel-
ogues, commmity welfare lectures and popular science discussions.

Far sighted leaders of chautauqua saw the value of the informa-
tional lecture and aided greatly in its development and extension.
Such men included Arthur Coit, president of the extensive Coit-Alber
system, Harry P, Harrison, general manager of the many Redpath circuits
and Paul M. Pearson, president of the Lyceum and Chautauqua Assooiation.e

A. D, Albert defined the informational lecture as "The talk of one
who knows a subject authoritatively, preferably one of the sciemces,
and has the unbelievably rare ability to talk of it entertainingly."g

That was the great difficulty. There were many with the kmowledge
but few were able to present it effectively. Said the inspirational
lecturers, with some justification, "It is easier to give 'information'
to those of us who have platform power than to give platform power to
the man who has 'informetion'".10

Most chautauquas managed to balance the lecture program with part
"inspirational™ and part "informational™ lectures, with the latter be-

coming more popular after the war.

8 A. D. Albert, "Tents of the Conservative," Scribmers 72:57, July, 1922.

9
Ibid. F] p. 580

10 Loce cite
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Eituer kind, however, lectured under adverse circumstences when
they lectured at chautauqua. Chautauque tents were open at the sides
which allowed whatever noise and distraction there was outside to enter.
The lecturer's voice had to ccmpete with the children who often played
at the rear of the tent, the honking of automobiles outside and the
whistle of trains. Crylng babies were vainly shushed and taken outside,
restless children circulated--it was no place for a man of sensitive
feelings.

The lecturer had to remember always that the chautauqua was a femily
affair, that he was speaking to a mixed group, and that his lecture had
to be "popular". It had to be easily understandable yet with "something
the audience could take away with ther" or as Mason says, "five parts

sense and five parts nonsense. "L}

The‘Chautaqug Program

As with the inspirational lecture, the chautauqua program reflects
the rock-ribbed conservatism of the small towns it served. An inter-
esting survey of the tastes of chautauqua audiences was made by one of
the musicians who served on the same circuit as Allen D. Albert.}? This
musician, leader of a group which specialized in playing requests, kept

a diary of selections played during a season. Says Albertsl3

1
Gregory kason, "Putting the Talk in Chautauqua" Outloock: 128:418-20
July 6, 1921, -

12 Presumably, Lensing audiences were among those counted in the survey

for Albert was on Redpath in 1916 and appeared in Lansing on August
Tth, speeking on "The City of Lansing."

13 Allen D. Albert, op. cit., p. 56.
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Toward the end of the tour he and I went over his diary. iie
found that the whole number of selections which had been
asked for more than once or twice only did not exceed nine-
teen. « .The nineteen favorite selections were:

"A Perfect Day"

"Love's Old Sweet Song"

"The Palms"

"One Fine Day" from "Butterfly"
"Goodbye" (Tosti)

"ily Heart at Thy Dear Voice" aria from
"Samson and Delilah"

"Aloha Oe"

"Song of the Evening Star"

"Absent"

"I Hear You Calling Me"

"Cujus Animan" from the "Stabat uater"
"Minuet in G" (Beethoven)

"Melody in F" (Rubinsteen)
"Humoresque" (Dvorak)

"The Largo" from "Xerxes" (Handel)
"Pilgrims Chorus" from "Tannhauser"
"Spring Song" (Mendelssohn)
"Meditation" from “"Thais"

It is interesting to note that only about four of these selections
were popular songs and that, even though jazz was wvery popular in the
cities, there was none asked for by chautauqua audiences. One might
ponder also the fact that a oross section of America asked for "Cujus

Animan," from Stabat Mater as one of its most popular selections.

In the field of drama, it is easy to follow the gradual breakdown
of prejudice against the theater. First came the dramatic readers.
Shakespearean plays, being next to the Bible in respectability, were
the next légical step and appeared on the circuits about 1913, 1In
several years such semi-religious plays as "Servant in The House" were
greeted by large crowds. Finally carefully-selected popular plays were

& successful part of nearly all circults.
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Contributions of the Chautauqua

It would be difficult, if not impossible, to define the contribu-
tions of chautauqua except in general terms. IWho, for instance, could
measure the aftermath, in a commmity, of a visit of the chautauqua?

Who could measure the increased interest in discussion, the home read-
ing, the influence of chautauqua on the children? Much of the program
was chaff and much of it was absurd, a8 we have seen in the programs
presented in Michigan. But some of it was vital, intelligent and ex-
tremel& worthwhile.

Some of the contributions are more easily measured than others.
There can be little doubt, for instance, that the chautauqua gave the
Boy Scout movement in Lansing much of its impetus. (page 35) Such wide-
ly divergent activities as the formation of bird-study clubs (pege 650),
the growing interest in education (page 40), the new consciousness in
civiec improvement (page 28) or the vital part played in national defense
(page 51) were contributions that were real and vital.

There were many who felt as did ex-governor Adolph O. Eberhardt of
Minnesota when he said: "If I had the choice of being the founder of
any great movement the world has ever known, I would choose the chautau-
qua movement."14

Even after the gloss and glitter, the superficial and the shallow

are considered, chautauqua's greatest contribution, perhaps, was in its

14
Frenk McLure, "Under the Big Tent," The Independent, 82:503,

June 21, 1915.
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essentially democratic nature. Theodore Roosevelt called the chautau-
qua, "The most American thing in America." Woodrow Wilson expressed
this democratic need, so well fulfilled by chautauqua, in eloquent
terms when he said in his 1912 campaign:

The whole purpose of democracy is that we may hold counsel

with one another, so as not to depend upon the understand-

ing of one man, but to depend upon the counsel of alle For

only as men are brought into counsel, and state their owm

needs and interests, can the general interests of a great

people be compounded with a policy suitable to all. . «s0,

at this opening of a new age, in this its day of wnrest and

discontent, it is our part to clear the air, to brin§ about

common counsel to set up a parliment for the people. 5

Decline

The passing of the chautauqua puzzled many Americans. As late as
1523, ten million people bought in excess of 35,000,000 admissions to
chautauqua performances. But the day of the peripatetic university was
about over. Arising out of the compulsions of isolation, the chautau-
qua had given the people what they wanted--a look at the outside world.
By the early 1920's however, isolationism was no longer the chief de-
gideratum in the formation of institutions; and chautauqua, like the
circuit rider, the cemp meeting, and the itinerant preacher, was no
longer able to meet the needs of its patrons.

The desires and interests of the people were changing. In 1910

the editor of the State Journal could write of his "deep seated grouch

against automobiles" (page 22) but his newspaper ten years later ran

15 Glen Frank, "Parliment of the People," Century, 98:401, July, 191.
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four pages of "automobile news" in every issue. This same editor
could find two full pages of motion picture attractions in 1920 and
any number of firms offering bargains in Atwater-Kent radios. As Gay
lacLaren said, "The circuits had gradually folded up their tents and,
not unlike the Arabs, silently stolen away. They had given way before
the onslaught of the radio, the moving picfure, and "the car in every
garage."16

What wes more importaent, however, was the new type of social struc-
ture growing out of the emphasis on the machine ages Instead of the
0ld neighborhood groups, people tended to associate with those whose
interests were similar end as a result, "interest groups" developed.
Chautauqua, based on a simpler and more democratic era, was no longer
needed.

The cities, with their many and varied interests, were first to
forego chautauqua. Lansing held its last program in 1918, In the
smaller or more isolated commmmities, the chautaugua went on for anot=-
her decade. Redpath, for example, maintained a circuit in Michigan
until 1930. But these were the remmants--when the last tent was put
away, the chautauqua was gone forever, Unlike many other social insti-
tutions, the chautauqua left no off-spring institution to remember it
bye. Today, nothing remains of the phenomenon that was the traveling
chautauqua; it lives only in the nostalgic memories of those who watched
it grow, flourish, and having fulfilled its purpose, vanish from the

American scene.

16 Gay Maclaren, Ope cit., pe 295.
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Sum:mag

The chautauqua movement had its roots in two religious revivals,
the Methodist camp meeting and the Sunday school movement. In 1873,
John H.vVincent and Lewis Miller instituted a combination Sunday
school institute and open-air camp meeting at Lake Chautauqua, New York.
This was the origin of chautauqua. With the establishment of the Chau-
tauqua Literary and Scientific Circle, the Chautauqua summer school
and the Chautaugua assemblies, the idea was spread throughout the
country.

The lyceum movement, which had flourished as an open forum in the
early part of the nineteenth century, became, after the Civil War, com-
mercial booking agencies which were able to furnish the talent and
experience necessary to develop the circuit chautauqua.

Diluting the essentially religious nature of the Mother Chautauqus,
the circuit chautaugua brought to the towns and villages of Americe,
an amalgam of popular education and entertaimment. Because it fulfilled
a need, the traveling chautauqug became very successful and reached
as many as forty million people during one season.

In Michigan the circuit chautauqua flourished in many towns and
villages of the state from 1909 wntil 1930, Three of those commmities
are reported in this paper: Lansing, Mason and Stockbridge.

In Lansing, the first program was presented in 1909, Although
only moderately successful, espencially during its early years, the
chautauqua in Lansing continued until 1918, Meny celebrities appeared

on its Redpath programs.
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lkason and Stockbridge represent the smaller town and village chau-
taugua. Mason held a chautaugua from 1915 until 1921 with varying de-
grees of success. Stockbridge, a village of only eight hundred, support-
ed a chautaugua from 1914 until 1923. iany other comnunities in the
vicinity of Central Michigan are reported as a comparative study.

At first the programs were highly moralistic and inspirational in
nature, later on more entertainment was presented, the drama was grad-
ually introduced, and the importance of the lecturer declined.

‘With the advent of better communiciations and transportation, the
interest in the circuit chautauqua declined. The need for community
participation was fulfilled by local civis interest groups. The motion
picture and the radio lessened the feeling of isolation. After the World
War, the desires and tastes of the American people changed and the chau-
.tauqua was no longer needed. Because the circuit chautauqua operated
on complete community support by means of previously guarantéed sales;
when that support began to falter, the chautauqua was unable to sur-

vive and soon passed out of existence.
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